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Israel and Hamas agree to extend truce for two more days, and to free more hostages and prisoners

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    More than three dozen Palestinian prisoners have returned home in the occupied West Bank as part of a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP video/Jalal Bwaitel, Imad Issied and Muammar Awad)
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            Palestinians in West Bank welcome released prisoners

        
        
            More than three dozen Palestinian prisoners have returned home in the occupied West Bank as part of a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP video/Jalal Bwaitel, Imad Issied and Muammar Awad)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Palestinians in West Bank welcome released prisoners
More than three dozen Palestinian prisoners have returned home in the occupied West Bank as part of a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP video/Jalal Bwaitel, Imad Issied and Muammar Awad)
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            Emotional reunions as Israeli hostages return home

        
        
            Emotional reunions as more Israeli hostages released by Hamas returned home during a four-day cease-fire deal between Israel and the militant group. (Nov. 27)
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    [image: Palestinians walk in Gaza City on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 16 | Palestinians walk in Gaza City on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16
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    [image: Palestinians sell fruits in Gaza City on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar)]
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    [image: This photo released by Schneider Children's Medical Center on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023 shows Abigail Edan, center, who returned last night to Israel, with her aunt Liron, left, and her uncle Zuli, right. Abigail was one of the third group of hostages released by Hamas on Sunday. Abigail's parents were both killed by Hamas militants in the same attack in which she was kidnapped, a cross-border assault Oct. 7 that prompted Israel to declare war on Hamas. (Spokesperson's Office, Schneider Children's Medical Center via AP)]
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    [image: Israel's President Isaac Herzog, center left, and German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, center right, visit Kibbutz Beeri in southern Israel, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (Ronen Zvulun/Pool Photo via AP)]
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    [image: A group of Israelis watch as a helicopter carrying hostages released from the Gaza Strip lands at the helipad of the Schneider Children's Medical Center in Petah Tikva, Israel, Sunday Nov. 26, 2023. The cease-fire between Israel and Hamas was back on track Sunday as the militants freed 17 more hostages, including 14 Israelis and the first American, in exchange for 39 Palestinian prisoners in a third set of releases under a four-day truce. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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    [image: President Joe Biden speaks to reporters in Nantucket, Mass., Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, about hostages freed by Hamas in a third set of releases under a four-day cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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    [image: People wait for the convoy carrying newly released hostages from the Gaza Strip, in Ofakim, Israel on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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    [image: Displaced Palestinians walk inside a UN-run school during the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Hatem Ali)]
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    [image: Israeli soldiers move near the border with the Gaza Strip, southern Israel, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of a temporary cease-fire between Israel and Hamas. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers move near the border with the Gaza Strip, southern Israel, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of a temporary cease-fire between Israel and Hamas. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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    [image: Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, centre, speaks to soldiers as he visits the Gaza Strip, where he received security briefings with commanders and soldiers and visited one of the tunnels that has been revealed, on Sunday Nov. 26, 2023. (Avi Ohayon/GPO/Handout via AP)]
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    [image: Palestinians displaced by the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip enter a makeshift tent near al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. (AP Photo/Adel Hana)]
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip enter a makeshift tent near al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. on the fourth day of the temporary ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. (AP Photo/Adel Hana)
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    [image: An Iraqi pilot walks in front of Qatari humanitarian aids, on its way to Gaza Strip, at Al Arish airport, Egypt, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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    [image: Egyptian ambulances drivers, carrying bodies of Palestinians who died at Egyptian hospital after injuries from the war in Gaza, wait to cross Rafah crossing port, Egypt, on the way to Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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Egyptian ambulances drivers, carrying bodies of Palestinians who died at Egyptian hospital after injuries from the war in Gaza, wait to cross Rafah crossing port, Egypt, on the way to Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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    [image: Shaima, a Palestinian woman who was injured during the war in Gaza, receives medical care at Al Arish hospital, Egypt, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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Shaima, a Palestinian woman who was injured during the war in Gaza, receives medical care at Al Arish hospital, Egypt, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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    [image: A Palestinians stranded in Egypt waits to cross Rafah crossing to the Gaza Strip at Rafah, Egypt, as a temporary ceasefire went into effect, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Israel and Hamas agreed to extend their cease-fire for two more days past Monday, raising the prospect of further exchanges of militant-held hostages for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel and a longer halt to their deadliest and most destructive war.
Eleven Israeli women and children, freed by Hamas, entered Israel Monday night in the fourth swap under the original four-day truce, which began Friday and had been due to run out. Qatar said Israel was to release 33 Palestinians from its prisons, mostly teenagers.
The deal for two additional days of cease-fire, announced by Qatar, raises hopes for further extensions, which also allow more aid into Gaza. Conditions there have remained dire for 2.3 million Palestinians, battered by weeks of Israeli bombardment and a ground offensive that have driven three-quarters of the population from their homes.

    


Israel has said it would extend the cease-fire by one day for every 10 additional hostages released. After the announcement by Qatar -- a key mediator in the conflict, along with the United States and Egypt -- Hamas confirmed it had agreed to a two-day extension "under the same terms."




But Israel says it remains committed to crushing Hamas' military capabilities and ending its 16-year rule over Gaza after its Oct. 7 attack into southern Israel. That would likely mean expanding a ground offensive from devastated northern Gaza to the south.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Monday's releases bring to 50 the number of Israelis freed under the truce, along with 19 hostages of other nationalities. So far, 117 Palestinians have been released from Israeli prisons.
After weeks of national trauma over the roughly 240 people abducted by Hamas and other militants, scenes of the women and children reuniting with families have rallied Israelis behind calls to return those who remain in captivity.

    


"We can get all hostages back home. We have to keep pushing," two relatives of Abigail Edan, a 4-year-old girl and dual Israeli-American citizen who was released Sunday, said in a statement.
Hamas and other militants could still be holding up to 175 hostages, enough to potentially extend the cease-fire for two and a half weeks. But those include a number of soldiers, and Hamas is likely to make much greater demands for their release.
FOURTH RELEASE
The newly released hostages included three women and nine children -- including 3-year-old twin girls and their mother -- from the kibbutz Nir Oz, a community near Gaza that was hard hit in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. The kibbutz said 49 of its residents remain in captivity, including the father of the twins. The Israeli military said late Monday that the hostages were undergoing initial medical checks in Israel before being reunited with their families.
Most of the hostages freed so far have appeared to be physically well. But 84-year-old Elma Avraham, released Sunday, was airlifted to Israel's Soroka Medical Center in life-threatening condition because of inadequate care, the hospital said.

    


Avraham's daughter, Tali Amano, said her mother was "hours from death" when she was brought to the hospital. Avraham is currently sedated and has a breathing tube, but Amano said she told her of a new great-grandchild who was born while she was in captivity.
Avraham suffered from several chronic conditions that required regular medications but was stable before she was kidnapped, Amano said Monday.
So far, 19 people of other nationalities have been freed during the truce, mostly Thai nationals. Many Thais work in Israel, largely as farm laborers.
The Palestinian prisoners released so far have been mostly teenagers accused of throwing stones and firebombs during confrontations with Israeli forces, or of less-serious offenses. Many Palestinians view prisoners held by Israel, including those implicated in attacks, as heroes resisting occupation.
The freed hostages have mostly stayed out of the public eye, but details of their captivity have started to trickle out.

    


Merav Raviv, whose three relatives were released Friday, said they had been fed irregularly and lost weight. One reported eating mainly bread and rice and sleeping on a makeshift bed of chairs pushed together. Hostages sometimes had to wait for hours to use the bathroom, she said.
In Washington, White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby welcomed the extension of the truce,
"We would, of course, hope to see the pause extended further, and that will depend upon Hamas continuing to release hostages," Kirby told reporters. 
RESPITE IN GAZA
More than 13,300 Palestinians have been killed since the war began, roughly two-thirds of them women and minors, according to the Health Ministry in Hamas-ruled Gaza, which does not differentiate between civilians and combatants. More than 1,200 people have been killed on the Israeli side, mostly civilians killed in the initial attack. At least 77 soldiers have been killed in Israel's ground offensive.

    


The calm from the truce allowed glimpses of the destruction wreaked by weeks of Israeli bombardment that leveled entire neighborhoods.
Footage showed a complex of several dozen multistory residential buildings that had been pummeled into a landscape of wreckage in the northern town of Beit Hanoun. Nearly every building was destroyed or severely damaged, some reduced to concrete frames half-slumped over. At a nearby U.N. school, the buildings were intact but partially burned and riddled with holes.
The Israeli assault has driven three-quarters of Gaza's population from their homes, and now most of its 2.3 million people are crowded into the south. More than 1 million are living in U.N. shelters. The Israeli military has barred hundreds of thousands of Palestinians who fled south  from returning north.
Rain and wind added to the hardship of displaced Palestinians sheltering in the compound of Al-Aqsa hospital in central Gaza. Palestinians in coats baked flatbreads over a makeshift fire among tents set up on the muddy grounds.
Alaa Mansour said the conditions are simply horrendous.
"My clothes are all wet, and I am unable to change them." said Mansour, who is disabled. "I have not drunk water for two days, and there's no bathroom to use." 
The U.N. says the truce made it possible to scale up the delivery of food, water and medicine to the largest volume since the start of the war. But the 160 to 200 trucks a day is still less than half what Gaza was importing before the fighting, even as humanitarian needs have soared.
Long lines formed outside stations distributing cooking fuel, allowed in for the first time. Fuel for generators has been brought for key service providers, including hospitals and water and sanitation facilities, but bakeries have been unable to resume work, the U.N. said. 
Iyad Ghafary, a vendor in the urban Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza, said many families were still unable to retrieve the dead from under the rubble left by Israeli airstrikes, and that local authorities weren't equipped to deal with the level of destruction.
Many say the aid is not nearly enough.
Amani Taha, a widow and mother of three who fled northern Gaza, said she had only managed to get one canned meal from a U.N. distribution center since the cease-fire began.
She said the crowds have overwhelmed local markets and gas stations as people try to stock up on basics. "People were desperate and went out to buy whenever they could," she said. "They are extremely worried that the war will return."
___
Jeffery and Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writer Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem contributed.
___
Full AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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Suspect in shooting of 3 men of Palestinian descent near the University of Vermont pleads not guilty

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Three young men of Palestinian descent who were in Burlington for a Thanksgiving holiday gathering were shot and injured, one seriously, near the University of Vermont, police said Sunday. (Nov. 27)
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    [image: In a still frame from video first responders use a gurney to remove an injured man from the scene of a shooting, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Burlington, Vt. Burlington Police Department arrested Jason J. Eaton, suspected in the shooting of three young men of Palestinian descent, who were attending a Thanksgiving holiday gathering near the University of Vermont campus Saturday evening. (Wayne Savage via AP)]
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    [image: This image provided by the Burlington Police Department shows Jason J. Eaton. Police have arrested the suspect in the shooting of three young men of Palestinian descent who were attending a Thanksgiving holiday gathering near the University of Vermont campus Saturday evening. Agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives arrested Eaton while conducting a search of the shooting area in Burlington on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023 the Burlington Police Department said in a statement. (Burlington Police Department via AP)]
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    [image: Jason Eaton is seen on a monitor, left, set up in the Burlington, Vt., courtroom where he was being arraigned Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Eaton allegedly shot three college students of Palestinian descent, wounding them in what authorities said may have been a hate crime. (AP Photo/Hasan Jamali)]
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    [image: Burlington Police Chief Jon Murad speaks at a news conference with Mayor Miro Weinberger, left, in Burlington, Vt., on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, about the shooting of three college students of Palestinian descent, which is being investigated as a possible hate crime. A suspect, Jason Eaton, pleaded not guilty to attempted murder Monday in connection with the weekend shooting. (AP Photo/Hasan Jamali)]
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    [image: In this still frame from video provided by WCAX-TV law enforcement officers speak near police tape near a scene Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023 where three men of Palestinian descent were shot and injured, in Burlington, Vt. Burlington Police Department arrested Jason J. Eaton, suspected in the shooting of three young men, who were attending a Thanksgiving holiday gathering near the University of Vermont campus Saturday evening. (WCAX-TV via AP)]
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    [image: In a still frame from video law enforcement officers enter a home, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Burlington, Vt., while pursuing a suspect in the shooing of three young men. Burlington Police Department arrested Jason J. Eaton, suspected in the shooting of three young men of Palestinian descent, who were attending a Thanksgiving holiday gathering near the University of Vermont campus Saturday evening. (Wayne Savage via AP)]
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                                        BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) -- Three college students of Palestinian descent out for a walk in Vermont were seriously injured over the weekend when a man shot them at close range on a city street -- an attack being investigated as a possible hate crime, authorities said Monday.
Jason J. Eaton, 48, made his initial court appearance by video from jail on three counts of attempted murder, and a plea of not guilty was entered on his behalf on Monday. He was ordered held without bail.
The U.S. Department of Justice, along with state law enforcement agencies, were investigating whether Saturday's shooting was a hate crime amid an increase in threats against Jewish, Muslim and Arab communities across the U.S. since the Israel-Hamas war began, Attorney General Merrick Garland said. "There is understandable fear in communities across the country," he said.

    


The three men, all age 20, were spending their Thanksgiving break in Burlington, and were out for a walk while visiting one of the victims' relatives when they were confronted by a white man with a handgun, police said.




"They stated that the person had not made any comments to them and had merely approached them while they were walking down the street, essentially minding their own business," Burlington Police Chief Jon Murad told reporters. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Two of the young men were struck in their torsos, while one was hit in the lower extremities, Murad said. All three were being treated at the University of Vermont Medical Center, and one faces a long recovery because of a spinal injury, a family member said.
"I've been with them almost constantly since Saturday evening. I've been listening to them talk to one another and try to process the events, and I'm blown away by their resilience, by their good humor in the face of these difficult times," said Rich Price, the uncle of one of the students.
The Institute for Middle East Understanding, in a statement from victims' families on X, formerly known as Twitter, identified the men as Hisham Awartani, Kinnan Abdalhamid and Tahseen Ali Ahmad.

    


"We are extremely concerned about the safety and well-being of our children," the statement said. "We call on law enforcement to conduct a thorough investigation, including treating this as a hate crime. We will not be comfortable until the shooter is brought to justice."
The three shooting victims have been friends since first grade at Ramallah Friends School, a private school in the West Bank, and all are "remarkable, distinguished students," said Rania Ma'ayeh, head of the school.
Awartani is studying mathematics and archaeology at Brown University in Rhode Island; Abdalhamid is a pre-med student at Haverford College in Pennsylvania; and Ali Ahmad is studying mathematics and IT at Trinity College in Connecticut, Ma'ayeh said. Awartani and Abdalhamid are U.S. citizens while Ali Ahmad is studying on a student visa, Ma'ayeh said.
"Our students are not safe in their own country because of the occupation. They're studying abroad and have a bright future ahead of them, and look at what happens," she said. "This has deeply shaken us."
Abdalhamid's uncle Radi Tamimi, who flew from California and spoke Monday at the press conference, shared a similar sentiment.

    


"Kinnan grew up in the West Bank and we always thought that that could be more of a risk in terms of his safety and sending him here would be a right decision," the uncle said. "We feel somehow betrayed in that decision here and we're just trying to come to terms with everything." 
Eaton moved to Burlington over the summer from Syracuse, New York, and legally purchased the gun used in the shooting, Murad told reporters. According to a police affidavit, federal agents found the gun in Eaton's apartment on Sunday. Eaton came to the door holding his hands, palms up, and told the officers he'd been waiting for them.
Syracuse police said Eaton's name appeared in 37 police reports from 2007 until 2021, but never as a suspect. The cases ranged from domestic violence to larceny, and Eaton was listed as either a complainant or victim in 21 reports, according to Lt. Matthew Malinowski, the department's public information officer.
Price, Awartani's uncle, said the gunman "shot them without saying any words" and that the family suspects they were targets of a hate crime. 
"The family's fear is that this was motivated by hate, that these young men were targeted because they were Arabs," Price said.

    


The victims were speaking in a mix of English and Arabic and two of them were also wearing the black-and-white Palestinian keffiyeh scarves when they were shot, Murad said.
Speaking at a news conference, Sarah George, state's attorney, said law enforcement officials do not yet have evidence to support a hate crime charge, which under Vermont law must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt. But, she said, "I do want to be clear that there is no question that this was a hateful act."
Murad echoed George's language.
"Whether or not this is a hate crime by the law, it was a hateful act. It's one that we abhor," he said. "And anybody who steps out from a porch and attacks three random passersby for whatever reason, he's expressing a form of hate."
Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger, who called it "one of the most shocking and disturbing events in the city's history," said he spoke to President Joe Biden on Monday.

    


Biden said he and his wife were horrified by the shooting and were praying that the students make a full recovery.
"While we are waiting for more facts, we know this: there is absolutely no place for violence or hate in America. Period. No person should worry about being shot at while going about their daily lives," Biden said in a statement. 
Burlington has gone from a city that typically saw two shootings per year to one that experienced 26 in 2022, said Murad, who created a task force last year to address the increase.
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, the Vermont Independent, also denounced the shooting. "It is shocking and deeply upsetting that three young Palestinians were shot here in Burlington, Vermont. Hate has no place here, or anywhere. I look forward to a full investigation," Sanders said in a statement. 
Gov. Phil Scott said the shooting was a tragedy, and called on the state's residents to unite and "not let this incident incite more hate or divisiveness."
Demonstrations have been widespread and tensions in the U.S. have escalated as the death toll rises in the Israel-Hamas war. A fragile cease-fire between Israel and Hamas was set to continue for two more days past Monday as 11 more hostages were handed over to the Red Cross in Gaza under what was originally a four-day truce deal.
Last month, an Illinois landlord was charged with a hate crime after being accused of fatally stabbing a 6-year-old Muslim boy and seriously wounding his mother in suburban Chicago. Police and relatives said he singled out the victims because of their faith.
University of Vermont graduate student Jacob Friz-Trillo, who lives down the street from where the weekend shootings took place, said he believes "New England itself has sort of a different type of racism than the rest of the United States," but that the violence was out of character in a city regarded as "super liberal."
Ma'ayeh said the most recent attack shows safety must improve. "This incident is a reminder of the urgency to change the discourse, which has dehumanized Palestinians. They are people who are deserving of empathy, compassion, rights, freedom, happiness and life," she said.
___
This story has been corrected to reflect the proper spelling of Kinnan Abdalhamid's uncle's last name. It is Tamimi, not Tamini. ___
Associated Press writers Holly Ramer in Concord, New Hampshire; Lindsay Whitehurst in Washington; and David Sharp in Portland, Maine, contributed to this report.
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Cyber Monday marks the year's biggest online shopping day, and one more chance to save on gifts

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - In this Monday, Nov. 29, 2010, file photo, a consumer looks at Cyber Monday sales on her computer at her home in Palo Alto, Calif. Consumers are scouring the internet for online deals as they begin to cap off the five-day post-Thanksgiving shopping bonanza with Cyber Monday. Cyber Monday -- a term coined back in 2005 by the National Retail Federation -- continues to be the biggest online shopping day of the year, thanks to the deals and the hype the industry has created to fuel it. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]
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    [image: FILE -In this Dec. 12, 2016, photo, a person searches the internet for sales, in Miami. Consumers are scouring the internet for online deals as they begin to cap off the five-day post-Thanksgiving shopping bonanza with Cyber Monday. Cyber Monday -- a term coined back in 2005 by the National Retail Federation -- continues to be the biggest online shopping day of the year, thanks to the deals and the hype the industry has created to fuel it. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)]
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                                        Consumers are scouring the internet for online deals as they begin to cap off the five-day post-Thanksgiving shopping bonanza with Cyber Monday.
Even though e-commerce is now part and parcel of our everyday lives and much of the holiday shopping season, Cyber Monday -- a term coined back in 2005 by the National Retail Federation -- continues to be the biggest online shopping day of the year, thanks to the deals and the hype the industry has created to fuel it.
Adobe Analytics, which tracks online shopping, expects consumers to spend between $12.0 billion and $12.4 billion on Monday, making it the biggest online shopping day of all time. 

    


For several major retailers, the "Cyber Monday" sale is a days-long event that begins over the weekend. Amazon's, for example, kicked off on Saturday and runs through Monday. Target's two-day event began overnight on Sunday, while Arkansas-based Walmart kicked off its most recent discounts Sunday evening. 
Consumer spending for Cyber Week -- the five major shopping days between Thanksgiving and Cyber Monday -- provides a strong indication on how much shoppers are willing to spend during the holiday season. 





    
    


    

    
        
    



Shoppers have been resilient this year in the face of stubbornly high inflation, which recently reached its lowest point in more than two years yet remains painfully apparent in areas like auto and health insurance and some groceries, like beef and bread. 
Economists, meanwhile, have cautioned strong spending is likely to wane in the coming months. 

    


Stressed consumers are relying on savings to fuel their shopping and are facing more pressure from credit card debt, which has been on the rise along with delinquencies. They've also been embracing "Buy Now Pay Later" payment plans, which allow shoppers to make payments over time without - typically - charging interest. 
The National Retail Federation expects holiday shoppers to spend more this year than last year. But the pace of spending will slow, it said, growing 3% to 4% compared to 5.4% in 2022. 
A clear sense of consumer spending won't emerge until the government releases sales data for the holiday season, though preliminary data shows some good signs for the retail industry. 
According to Adobe, shoppers spent a record $9.8 billion online Friday -- marking a 7.5% jump from last year. Meanwhile, Salesforce, which also tracks online shopping, estimated that Black Friday online sales totaled $16.4 billion in the U.S. and $70.9 billion around the world. And Mastercard SpendingPulse, which tracks in-person and online spending across all payment forms, reported that overall Black Friday sales excluding automotive rose 2.5% from a year ago -- a smaller but still notable jump compared to 2022's double-digit growth. 
According to the firm, online sales rose 8.5%, while in-store purchases were up just 1.1%. Those numbers are not adjusted for inflation, which means that real sales in-stores could have dipped due to high prices. 

    


Other data showed Black Friday saw some increases in store traffic -- with large crowds in stores nationwide feeling more similar to pre-pandemic days.
RetailNext, which measures real-time foot traffic in stores, reported that store traffic rose 2.1% on Friday. Sensormatic Solutions, which also tracks store traffic, saw a bigger increase -- reporting a 4.6% jump in shopper visits on Black Friday compared to a year ago. That also marks a turnaround from an average decline in store traffic seen throughout 2023 to date, Sensormatic said.
Grant Gustafson, head of retail consulting and analytics at Sensormatic, said that this marked the most significant Black Friday increase that his organization has seen in recent memory.
"This is a really good barometer of what to expect for the remainder of the holiday season," Gustafson said. "The overall trend that we saw in traffic is a really positive sign for not only physical retail, but also for e-comm retail -- that the consumer is willing to spend when they find out (about significant sales)."

    
        HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE
Some tips to help you get started with your holiday shopping.

	Staring down a hefty holiday gift list? There's something for everybody out there. Here are some holiday gift ideas for all.

	For the obsessive record collector or the casual listener, the shower singer or the rock star of tomorrow, a music-inspired gift is never a faux pas over the holidays.

	And what do you get for the film lover who has seen everything already? See here.



    



    


Electronics, clothing, toys and jewelry were among the categories that saw the most growth this Black Friday, per Adobe. Health and beauty products as well as sporting goods also saw significant sales increases. 
Retailers began offering holiday deals in October this year, continuing a trend that started during the COVID-19 pandemic and has been resurrected multiple times due to supply chain clogs or inflation woes. But many consumers waited to buy until Black Friday. 
Mickey Chadha, retail expert and vice president at the credit rating agency Moody's, believes that discounts will likely be quite strong and continue in the coming days, primarily because inventory, especially in discretionary categories, remains higher than demand. But he said the deals likely won't be as good as last year, when retailers had more items on hand. 
The investment bank Jefferies, which tracked 54 retailers during Black Friday, said Monday that it found that a majority of them offered flat discounts compared to last year. Still, Salesforce's data showed discount rates rose to 30% in the U.S. on Black Friday, enticing customers to buy. 
"They're once again playing a game -- and winning the game -- of discount chicken, where they wait for retailers to discount to where they feel most comfortable," said Rob Garf, vice president and general manager of Retail at Salesforce. "And that's what's happening."

    


According to Adobe's stats, spending exceeded Black Friday during the weekend as consumers spent $10.3 billion to take advantage of discounts that have been higher than years past. On Thanksgiving Day, Adobe said shoppers had spent another $5.6 billion, up 5.5% compared to last year. That's nearly double the amount consumers spent online in 2017, showing the continued shift to online shopping during the gift-giving season.
The resale industry, which has grown in recent years, is also expected to be a significant part of the holiday shopping season. Salesforce predicts 17% of holiday gifts this year will come from resale markets like Facebook Marketplace or ThreadUp, as well as brands like Canada Goose, Patagonia and Coach offering resale options on their sites for environmentally conscious consumers or those who enjoy vintage offerings.
____
AP reporters Anne D'Innocenzio, Chris Rugaber and Wyatte Grantham-Philips contributed to this report. 
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Trump hints at expanded role for the military within the US. A legacy law gives him few guardrails

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FIlE - Surrounded by Army cadets, President Donald Trump watches the first half of the 121st Army-Navy Football Game in Michie Stadium at the United States Military Academy, Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. Experts in constitutional law and the military say the Insurrection Act gives presidents tremendous power with few restraints. Recent statements by former President Donald Trump raise questions about how he might use it if he wins another term. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Claremont, N.H. (AP Photo/Reba Saldanha, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 26, 1957, file photo, members of the 101st Airborne Division take up positions outside Central High School in Little Rock, Ark. The troops were on duty to enforce integration at the school. During the Civil Rights era, Presidents Johnson, John F. Kennedy and Dwight Eisenhower used the law to protect activists and students desegregating schools. Eisenhower sent the 101st Airborne to Little Rock, Arkansas, to protect Black students integrating Central High School after that state's governor activated the National Guard to keep the students out. (AP Photo/File)]
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    [image: FILE - President George H.W. Bush addresses the nation on May 1, 1992, from the Oval Office in Washington. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A fire burns out of control at the corner of 67th Street and West Boulevard in South Central Los Angeles, on April 30, 1992. On April 29, 1992, four white police officers were declared innocent in the beating of black motorist Rodney King, and Los Angeles erupted in deadly riots. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]
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    [image: FILE - National Guard members take a staircase toward the U.S. Capitol building before a rehearsal for President-elect Joe Biden's Presidential Inauguration in Washington on Jan. 18, 2021. Experts in constitutional law and the military say the Insurrection Act gives presidents tremendous power with few restraints. Recent statements by former President Donald Trump raise questions about how he might use it if he wins another term. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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    [image: FIlE - Surrounded by Army cadets, President Donald Trump watches the first half of the 121st Army-Navy Football Game in Michie Stadium at the United States Military Academy, Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. Experts in constitutional law and the military say the Insurrection Act gives presidents tremendous power with few restraints. Recent statements by former President Donald Trump raise questions about how he might use it if he wins another term. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Claremont, N.H. (AP Photo/Reba Saldanha, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 26, 1957, file photo, members of the 101st Airborne Division take up positions outside Central High School in Little Rock, Ark. The troops were on duty to enforce integration at the school. During the Civil Rights era, Presidents Johnson, John F. Kennedy and Dwight Eisenhower used the law to protect activists and students desegregating schools. Eisenhower sent the 101st Airborne to Little Rock, Arkansas, to protect Black students integrating Central High School after that state's governor activated the National Guard to keep the students out. (AP Photo/File)]
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    [image: FILE - President George H.W. Bush addresses the nation on May 1, 1992, from the Oval Office in Washington. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | FILE - President George H.W. Bush addresses the nation on May 1, 1992, from the Oval Office in Washington. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
FILE - President George H.W. Bush addresses the nation on May 1, 1992, from the Oval Office in Washington. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - A fire burns out of control at the corner of 67th Street and West Boulevard in South Central Los Angeles, on April 30, 1992. On April 29, 1992, four white police officers were declared innocent in the beating of black motorist Rodney King, and Los Angeles erupted in deadly riots. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | FILE - A fire burns out of control at the corner of 67th Street and West Boulevard in South Central Los Angeles, on April 30, 1992. On April 29, 1992, four white police officers were declared innocent in the beating of black motorist Rodney King, and Los Angeles erupted in deadly riots. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7
FILE - A fire burns out of control at the corner of 67th Street and West Boulevard in South Central Los Angeles, on April 30, 1992. On April 29, 1992, four white police officers were declared innocent in the beating of black motorist Rodney King, and Los Angeles erupted in deadly riots. George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - National Guard members take a staircase toward the U.S. Capitol building before a rehearsal for President-elect Joe Biden's Presidential Inauguration in Washington on Jan. 18, 2021. Experts in constitutional law and the military say the Insurrection Act gives presidents tremendous power with few restraints. Recent statements by former President Donald Trump raise questions about how he might use it if he wins another term. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Campaigning in Iowa this year, Donald Trump said he was prevented during his presidency from using the military to quell violence in primarily Democratic cities and states.
Calling New York City and Chicago "crime dens," the front-runner for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination told his audience, "The next time, I'm not waiting. One of the things I did was let them run it and we're going to show how bad a job they do," he said. "Well, we did that. We don't have to wait any longer."
Trump has not spelled out precisely how he might use the military during a second term, although he and his advisers have suggested they would have wide latitude to call up units. While deploying the military regularly within the country's borders would be a departure from tradition, the former president already has signaled an aggressive agenda if he wins, from mass deportations to travel bans imposed on certain Muslim-majority countries.

    


A law first crafted in the nation's infancy would give Trump as commander in chief almost unfettered power to do so, military and legal experts said in a series of interviews.




The Insurrection Act allows presidents to call on reserve or active-duty military units to respond to unrest in the states, an authority that is not reviewable by the courts. One of its few guardrails merely requires the president to request that the participants disperse.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"The principal constraint on the president's use of the Insurrection Act is basically political, that presidents don't want to be the guy who sent tanks rolling down Main Street," said Joseph Nunn, a national security expert with the Brennan Center for Justice. "There's not much really in the law to stay the president's hand."
A spokesman for Trump's campaign did not respond to multiple requests for comment about what authority Trump might use to pursue his plans.

    


Congress passed the act in 1792, just four years after the Constitution was ratified. Nunn said it's an amalgamation of different statutes enacted between then and the 1870s, a time when there was little in the way of local law enforcement.
"It is a law that in many ways was created for a country that doesn't exist anymore," he said.
It also is one of the most substantial exceptions to the Posse Comitatus Act, which generally prohibits using the military for law enforcement purposes.
Trump has spoken openly about his plans should he win the presidency, including using the military at the border and in cities struggling with violent crime. His plans also have included using the military against foreign drug cartels, a view echoed by other Republican primary candidates such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and Nikki Haley, the former U.N. ambassador and South Carolina governor.
The threats have raised questions about the meaning of military oaths, presidential power and who Trump could appoint to support his approach.

    


Trump already has suggested he might bring back retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who served briefly as Trump's national security adviser and twice pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI during its Russian influence probe before being pardoned by Trump. Flynn suggested in the aftermath of the 2020 election that Trump could seize voting machines and order the military in some states to help rerun the election.
Attempts to invoke the Insurrection Act and use the military for domestic policing would likely elicit pushback from the Pentagon, where the new chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is Gen. Charles Q. Brown. He was one of the eight members of the Joint Chiefs who signed a memo to military personnel in the aftermath of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. The memo emphasized the oaths they took and called the events of that day, which were intended to stop certification of Democrat Joe Biden's victory over Trump, "sedition and insurrection."
Trump and his party nevertheless retain wide support among those who have served in the military. AP VoteCast, an in-depth survey of more than 94,000 voters nationwide, showed that 59% of U.S. military veterans voted for Trump in the 2020 presidential election. In the 2022 midterms, 57% of military veterans supported Republican candidates.
Presidents have issued a total of 40 proclamations invoking the law, some of those done multiple times for the same crisis, Nunn said. Lyndon Johnson invoked it three times -- in Baltimore, Chicago and Washington -- in response to the unrest in cities after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968.
During the Civil Rights era, Presidents Johnson, John F. Kennedy and Dwight Eisenhower used the law to protect activists and students desegregating schools. Eisenhower sent the 101st Airborne to Little Rock, Arkansas, to protect Black students integrating Central High School after that state's governor activated the National Guard to keep the students out.

    


George H.W. Bush was the last president to use the Insurrection Act, a response to riots in Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of the white police officers who beat Black motorist Rodney King in an incident that was videotaped.
Repeated attempts to invoke the act in a new Trump presidency could put pressure on military leaders, who could face consequences for their actions even if done at the direction of the president.
Michael O'Hanlon, director of research in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution think tank, said the question is whether the military is being imaginative enough with the scenarios it has been presenting to future officers. Ambiguity, especially when force is involved, is not something military personnel are comfortable with, he said.
"There are a lot of institutional checks and balances in our country that are pretty well-developed legally, and it'll make it hard for a president to just do something randomly out of the blue," said O'Hanlon, who specializes in U.S. defense strategy and the use of military force. "But Trump is good at developing a semi-logical train of thought that might lead to a place where there's enough mayhem, there's enough violence and legal murkiness" to call in the military.
Democratic Rep. Pat Ryan of New York, the first graduate of the U.S. Military Academy to represent the congressional district that includes West Point, said he took the oath three times while he was at the school and additional times during his military career. He said there was extensive classroom focus on an officer's responsibilities to the Constitution and the people under his or her command.

    


"They really hammer into us the seriousness of the oath and who it was to, and who it wasn't to," he said.
Ryan said he thought it was universally understood, but Jan. 6 "was deeply disturbing and a wakeup call for me." Several veterans and active-duty military personnel were charged with crimes in connection with the assault.
While those connections were troubling, he said he thinks those who harbor similar sentiments make up a very small percentage of the military.
William Banks, a Syracuse University law professor and expert in national security law, said a military officer is not forced to follow "unlawful orders." That could create a difficult situation for leaders whose units are called on for domestic policing, since they can face charges for taking unlawful actions.
"But there is a big thumb on the scale in favor of the president's interpretation of whether the order is lawful," Banks said. "You'd have a really big row to hoe and you would have a big fuss inside the military if you chose not to follow a presidential order."
Nunn, who has suggested steps to restrict the invocation of the law, said military personnel cannot be ordered to break the law. 
"Members of the military are legally obliged to disobey an unlawful order. At the same time, that is a lot to ask of the military because they are also obliged to obey orders," he said. "And the punishment for disobeying an order that turns out to be lawful is your career is over, and you may well be going to jail for a very long time. The stakes for them are extraordinarily high."
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin and Michelle L. Price in New York, and Linley Sanders in Washington contributed to this report.
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Tensions simmer as newcomers and immigrants with deeper US roots strive for work permits

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Advocates for immigrant rights address the tensions between newcomers and more established immigrants, both striving to get the same treatment and a pathway to legalization. (Nov. 27) (AP video: Noreen Nasir, Erik Verduzco, Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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            5 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in U.S. for years, march to The White House asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 21
Immigrants who have been in U.S. for years, march to The White House asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Immigrants who have been in U.S. for years, march to The White House asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in U.S. for years, march to The White House asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 21
Immigrants who have been in U.S. for years, march to The White House asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 21
Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 21
Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 21
Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 21 | Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 21
Immigrants who have been in the U.S. for years, rally asking for work permits for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS), programs at Franklin Park in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Rosalinda Ramirez, 57, and her partner Jose Guerrero, 41, Mexican immigrants who crossed the border separately over two decades ago and who have built lives and he a landscaping business in the U.S. but never found a route to obtain legal status, pose for a picture outside their home in Homestead, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. The couple are among those longterm immigrants in the U.S. who are frustrated to see newer arrivals getting work permits and government assistance, while they have paid taxes for decades without earning work permits, the ability to visit relatives back home and return, or freedom from the fear of deportation. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: Rosalinda Ramirez, 57, a Mexican immigrant who crossed the border in 1999 with three children between the ages of 9 and 13, is emotional as she talks about her situation at gaining legal status, at her home in Homestead, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. She and her partner of 11 years are among those longterm immigrants in the U.S. who are frustrated to see newer arrivals getting work permits and government assistance, while they have paid taxes for decades without earning work permits, the ability to visit relatives back home and return, or freedom from the fear of deportation. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: Mexican immigrants who have been unable to obtain work permits after living and working for years or even decades in the US., meet with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. A message published by the Nora Sandigo Children's Foundation reads in Spanish, "Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of Mexico and Empress of America, advocates for us migrants, so that President Biden will meet with our representative and support us legally by signing the executive order." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: Jose Guerrero, a Mexican migrant who has lived in the U.S. since crossing the border as a teenager, first working in construction and now operating his own landscaping business, sits in the home he shares with his partner Rosalinda Ramirez, during an interview with AP journalists, in Homestead, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. Across the country, politicians and others have been forceful advocates for newly-arrived migrants seeking shelter and work permits. Their efforts and existing laws have exposed tensions among immigrants who have been in the country for years, even decades, and don't have the same benefits, notably work permits. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: A 45-year-old Mexican woman who preferred to be identified only by her last name Hernandez for fear of deportation, talks about how she came to the U.S. 25 years ago and has three U.S.-born children, but lives in constant fear of deportation because she cannot obtain a work permit, in Miami, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. "For a humanitarian reason, they are giving opportunities to those who are arriving, and what is the humanity with us?" said the woman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: Activist Nora Sandigo speaks to Mexican immigrants who have lived and worked for years or decades in the U.S. without being able to get work permits or access to other benefits of legal status, such as being able to travel to their home countries to visit family and return, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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    [image: A Mexican migrant holds her U.S.-born daughter on her lap as she meets with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 21 | A Mexican migrant holds her U.S.-born daughter on her lap as she meets with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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A Mexican migrant holds her U.S.-born daughter on her lap as she meets with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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    [image: Mexican immigrants who have been unable to obtain work permits after living and working for years or even decades in the U.S., meet with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | Mexican immigrants who have been unable to obtain work permits after living and working for years or even decades in the U.S., meet with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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Mexican immigrants who have been unable to obtain work permits after living and working for years or even decades in the U.S., meet with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            21 of 21 | Mexican immigrants who have been unable to obtain work permits after living and working for years or even decades in the U.S., meet with activist Nora Sandigo and journalists, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP) -- In New York, migrants at a city-run shelter grumble that relatives who settled before them refuse to offer a bed. In Chicago, a provider of mental health services to people in the country illegally pivoted to new arrivals sleeping at a police station across the street. In South Florida, some immigrants complain that people who came later get work permits that are out of reach for them.
Across the country, mayors, governors and others have been forceful advocates for newly arrived migrants seeking shelter and work permits. Their efforts and existing laws have exposed tensions among immigrants who have been in the country for years, even decades, and don't have the same benefits, notably work permits. And some new arrivals feel established immigrants have given them cold shoulders.
Thousands of immigrants marched this month in Washington to ask that President Joe Biden extend work authorization to longtime residents as well. Signs read, "Work permits for all!" and "I have been waiting 34 years for a permit."

    


Despite a brief lull when new asylum restrictions took effect in May, arrests for illegal border crossings from Mexico topped 2 million for the second year in a row in the government's budget year ending Sept. 30. Additionally, hundreds of thousands of migrants have been legally admitted to the country over the last year under new policies aimed at discouraging illegal crossings.




"The growing wave of arrivals make our immigration advocacy more challenging. Their arrival has created some tensions, some questioning," said U.S. Rep. Jesus "Chuy" Garcia, a Chicago Democrat whose largely Latino district includes a large immigrant population. People have been "waiting for decades for an opportunity to get a green card to legalize and have a pathway to citizenship."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Asylum-seekers must wait six months for work authorization. Processing takes no more than 1.5 months for 80% of applicants, according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.
Those who cross the border on the Biden administration's new legal pathways have no required waiting period at all. Under temporary legal status known as parole, 270,000 people from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela arrived through October by applying online with a financial sponsor. Another 324,000 got appointments to enter at a land crossing with Mexico by using a mobile app called CBP One.
The administration said in September that it would work to reduce wait times for work permits to 30 days for those using the new pathways. By late September, it had blasted 1.4 million emails and texts reminding who was eligible to work.

    


Jose Guerrero, who worked in construction after arriving 27 years ago from Mexico, acknowledged many new arrivals felt compelled to flee their countries. He says he wants the same treatment.
"All these immigrants come and they give them everything so easily, and nothing to us that have been working for years and paying taxes," Guerrero, now a landscaper in Homestead, Florida, about 39 miles (63 kilometers) south of Miami. "They give these people everything in their hands."
The White House is asking Congress for $1.4 billion for food, shelter and other services for new arrivals. The mayors of New York, Denver, Chicago, Los Angeles and Houston wrote President Joe Biden last month to seek $5 billion, noting the influx has drained budgets and cut essential services.
The mayors also support temporary status -- and work permits -- for people who have been in the U.S. longer but have focused on new arrivals.
"All of the newcomers arriving in our cities are looking for the chance to work, and every day we get calls from business leaders who have unfilled jobs and want to hire these newcomers," the mayors wrote. "We can successfully welcome and integrate these newcomers and help them pursue the American Dream if they have a chance to work."

    


Many new arrivals are indisputably in dire circumstances, including some who hoped to join relatives and friends but find their calls blocked and messages unreturned. 
Angel Hernandez, a Venezuelan who walked through Panama's notorious Darien Gap rainforest, where he witnessed corpses, was sorely disappointed when he reached New York. The construction worker said he and his aunt, uncle and their two children left Colombia after more than three years because work dried up.
Hernandez, 20, planned to settle with his uncle's brother, who settled in the United States about a year earlier and lives in a house with a steady job. His job search has been fruitless.
"Everyone is out for themselves," he said outside the Roosevelt Hotel, a Midtown Manhattan property that was closed until the city opened it for migrants in May.
The influx has put many immigrant services groups in a financial bind. 

    


For decades, the Latino Treatment Center has provided help with drug abuse to many immigrants living in Chicago without legal status. It started helping new arrivals sleeping at the police station across the street, fixing a shower in the office for migrants to use a few days a week and offering counseling.
"It is such a unique situation that we weren't set up for," said Adriana Trino, the group's executive director. "This has been a whole different wheelhouse, the needs are so different."
Many organizations deny friction and say they have been able to make ends meet.
"We're trying to keep a balance of doing both -- people who have been here for years and people who are arriving, and so far we have been able to serve everybody," said Diego Torres of the Latin American Coalition, which assists immigrants in Charlotte, North Carolina.
In Atlanta, the Latin American Association says it has spent $50,000 this year on temporary housing and other aid for new arrivals. Santiago Marquez, the organization's chief executive, hasn't sensed resentment.

    


"Our core clients - most of them are immigrants - they understand the plight," he said. "They've gone through it. They understand."
Still, it's easy to find immigrants with deep roots in the United States who chafe about unequal treatment.
A 45-year-old Mexican woman who came to the United States 25 years ago and has three U.S.-born children said it was unfair that new arrivals get work permits over her. She earns $150 a week picking sweet potatoes in Homestead.
"For a humanitarian reason, they are giving opportunities to those who are arriving, and what is the humanity with us?" said the woman, who asked that she be identified by her last name only, Hernandez, because she fears being deported. 
The Washington rally reflected an effort by advocates to push for work permits for all, regardless of when they came. 
"It is a system that has strained our city and, at this moment, it brings conflict between neighbors." Lawrence Benito, head of the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, said at a Chicago rally last month.
___
Tareen reported from Chicago. Associated Press writers R. J. Rico in Atlanta, Elliot Spagat in New York and Erik Verduzco in Charlotte, North Carolina, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/immigrants-work-permits-asylum-border-tension-ec0cfd003abab70bdba5f113f14bbdbf



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Diplomas for sale: $465, no classes required. Inside one of Louisiana's unapproved schools

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Salutatorian Alasia Baker, 17, center, and Khyli Barbee, 15, following Baker, leave a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Salutatorian Alasia Baker, 17, center, and Khyli Barbee, 15, following Baker, leave a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    [image: Arliya Martin, 26, right, talks to Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School, at school in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., photographed Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of the Springfield Preparatory School, speaks during a graduation ceremony of the school at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: Blythe Mumford, left, Vivian Hughes and Regan White play with blocks at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Parent Harper Mumford, right, gets help setting out food from students Veda Mumford, left, and Vivian Hughes at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., is seen Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Regan White, 10, left, Blythe Mumford, 10, and Wesley Mumford, 1, play in a puppet theater at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Regan White, 10, left, Blythe Mumford, 10, and Wesley Mumford, 1, play in a puppet theater at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Student Regan White, 10, uses a colorful abacus at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Kanotaye Rodgers, right, adjusts the mortar cap of graduate Chloy'e Polite, 19, before a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: The mortar cap of Mariah Wright, 16, says "I did my best; God did the rest!" as she stands next to salutatorian Alasia Baker, 17, before a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don]
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    [image: Jamarques Harrison, 28, holds his diploma backdated to Aug. 3, 2013, after graduating with the class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Jamarques Harrison, 28, holds his diploma backdated to Aug. 3, 2013, after graduating with the class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Salutatorian Alasia Baker, 17, foreground, stands next to fellow graduates, including Khyli Barbee, 15, left, before a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: Khyli Barbee, 15, wearing mortar cap, is hugged by her mother, Brittany Barbee, after graduating with the class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: Springfield Preparatory School homeschool consultant Winnie Morrison Hughes gives a diploma to Jamarques Harrison, 28, as part of the graduating class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: Khyli Barbee, 15, wearing mortar cap, poses for pictures with family and friends after graduating with the class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Khyli Barbee, 15, wearing mortar cap, poses for pictures with family and friends after graduating with the class of Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    [image: Administrative Assistant Annette Anthony, left, takes a photo of Arilya Martin, 26, second from left, and Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School, as Morrison holds Martin's diploma from the school in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Salutatorian Alasia Baker, 17, center, and Khyli Barbee, 15, following Baker, leave a graduation ceremony for Springfield Preparatory School at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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    [image: Arliya Martin, 26, right, talks to Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School, at school in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., photographed Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., photographed Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)
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Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., photographed Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)
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    [image: Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of the Springfield Preparatory School, speaks during a graduation ceremony of the school at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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Kitty Sibley Morrison, principal and founder of the Springfield Preparatory School, speaks during a graduation ceremony of the school at Victory in Christ church in Holden, La., Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    [image: Blythe Mumford, left, Vivian Hughes and Regan White play with blocks at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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    [image: Parent Harper Mumford, right, gets help setting out food from students Veda Mumford, left, and Vivian Hughes at Springfield Preparatory School in Springfield, La., Thursday, July 27, 2023. Nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Non-approved schools make up a small percentage of the state total. But the students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the national fallout from COVID-19 -- families disengaging from traditional education. (AP Photo/Scott Threlkeld)]
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, La. (AP) -- Arliya Martin accepted her high school diploma with relief and gratitude. 
It was her ticket to better-paying work, she felt, after getting kicked out of high school and toiling for eight years at factory jobs to support her children. 
"This is a new path for me to get on with my life," she said. 

    


But Martin didn't take any classes or pass any tests to receive her degree. She got it in July from a school where students can get a high school diploma for $465.





    
    


    

    
        
    



Unlike public schools, formal homeschooling programs or traditional private schools, nearly 9,000 private schools in Louisiana don't need state approval to grant degrees. Nearly every one of those unapproved schools was created to serve a single homeschooling family, but some have buildings, classrooms, teachers and dozens of students.
While unapproved schools account for a small percentage of the state's students, those in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system are a rapidly growing example of the nation's continuing fallout from COVID-19: families disengaging from traditional education.

    


U.S. public school enrollment fell by more than 1.2 million students in the first two years of the pandemic. Many switched to private school or told their state they were homeschooling. Thousands of others could not be accounted for at all, according to an analysis from The Associated Press and its partners.
The students in Louisiana's off-the-grid school system aren't missing. But there's no way to tell what kind of education they're getting, or whether they're getting one at all. Over 21,000 students are enrolled in the state's unapproved schools, nearly double the number from before the pandemic, according to data obtained through a public records request by the AP and The Advocate, a partner news outlet in Louisiana.
To supporters of the system, avoiding state oversight is entirely the point. Advocates say Louisiana's unapproved schools are a natural extension of the doctrine of parental rights.
The place where Martin got her diploma, Springfield Preparatory School, bills itself as an umbrella school for Christian homeschoolers. Most students there do attend the school to work toward an education through actual classes or tutoring.

    


However, principal Kitty Sibley Morrison is also willing to grant a diploma to anyone whose parents say they were homeschooled, even years earlier.
"Sometimes it takes two or three times to explain to them that they are free," Sibley Morrison said. "Their parents are in charge of them, not the state."
A HANDS-OFF OPTION FOR HOMESCHOOLING
Sibley Morrison says she is not selling diplomas, but rather lifetime services for homeschooling families.

    


"We're not here to make money," she said. 
Yet a list of prices is taped to the front window of the school building: $250 for diploma services, a $50 application fee, $35 for a diploma cover and $130 to walk in a cap and gown at a ceremony.
The number of students in unapproved private schools like Springfield has nearly doubled, from around 11,600 in the 2017-18 school year to over 21,000 in 2022-23, according to state records.
There's precious little information available about these schools, which the state calls "nonpublic schools not seeking state approval." To start one, an adult must only report their school's name and address, their contact information and how many students they have. Some schools have whimsical names such as the "Ballerina Jedi Academy" and the "Unicorn Princess School." Others proclaim their independence with names like "Freedom First."

    


Most of the schools are tiny, single-family home schools. However, last year, 30 of Louisiana's unapproved schools reported they had at least 50 children enrolled.
There is no way for the government to verify safety, quality or even whether a school exists, said Laura Hawkins, a former state Department of Education official who worked on its school choice efforts up to 2020.
The department warns parents on its website that it cannot confirm whether these organizations even meet the legal definition of a school.
"We didn't want to give parents or anyone a false sense that we knew anything about these schools, should they exist," Hawkins said, "that we could attest to their safety, that we could attest to their actual educational program, anything."
Louisiana has two options for homeschooling.
Parents who want their child to receive a state-recognized high school diploma can apply for the official home study program. They must submit documentation such as test scores or copies of the student's work to show their child has received 180 days of schooling at the same quality as a public school's. The state-recognized diploma is more widely accepted by colleges and allows students to qualify for a popular in-state scholarship program.
Alternately, families can set up their own private school without asking for state approval. There are no requirements to prove a child is getting an education. In fact, these schools don't even have to submit the names of the students who are attending.
At least two unapproved institutions have had abuse scandals, but the state Department of Education says it has no authority to do anything in response.
"By law, the LDOE does not have oversight over these schools," said Louisiana Department of Education spokesperson Ted Beasley.
One of the most infamous is T.M. Landry in Breaux Bridge. A 2018 New York Times investigation found the school abused kids and made up transcripts to get students into Ivy League schools. It was still open as of last school year with 15 children, according to state records. Another unapproved school in Baton Rouge, Second Chance Academy, has come under scrutiny since its head teacher was arrested on charges of sexually abusing students.
Louisiana's unapproved private schools came into being in 1980 when Christian ministers who ran small private schools joined forces with the budding homeschool movement to push for the deregulation of private education. Lawmakers eliminated the requirement for private schools to have at least 50 students and state-certified teachers.
Opponents have tried on multiple occasions to get the law repealed but faltered in the face of lobbying efforts from Christian homeschool groups.
Today, over a dozen states allow families to open a private school as a form of homeschooling, including California, Illinois and Texas, according to the Home School Legal Defense Association. Around half the states require those schools to teach basic subjects such as math and reading; Louisiana isn't one of them. 
'I TAKE THEIR WORD FOR IT'
Springfield Preparatory consists of two low-slung buildings on Springfield's main street. One is an office, the other a former restaurant space where Sibley Morrison's daughter and other teachers lead classes on art, music and more. State records say 250 students attend, though Sibley Morrison said the school doesn't really keep count.
Some homeschooling families come for art or science, others for services like career guidance, test prep and "explanation and support in their parental rights," said Sibley Morrison. Some, such as Arliya Martin, go straight for a diploma.
Kicked out of high school during 10th grade for what she said was self-defense during an altercation, Martin tried a military-style program for at-risk youths, but finished without her GED.
"At 17, I was already by myself. I had my son at 18, and it was just work, work, work," she said.
Then, this summer, she met Sibley Morrison. At 75, Sibley Morrison has been involved in homeschool education since the 1970s and says her mission is to provide an alternative to the "godless" public education system.
Within days of meeting Sibley Morrison, Martin visited her office and had a diploma in her hand.
The document was backdated to 2015, when she would have graduated high school. It also said she had completed a program for graduation "approved by the Louisiana Board of Education," which isn't true. After inquiries from AP, Sibley Morrison said there had been a mistake and that the document would be corrected.
Signs at the school advertise "state-approved" diplomas, even though the state has not approved anything about the school. Sibley Morrison says she can use those words because she encourages each family in her program to simultaneously sign up for the state-approved home study program.
She says the diploma recognizes the value of educational experiences outside the classroom.
"I think you're working the oil field, you're working the McDonald's, all of that is just as valid as what the classroom was," Sibley Morrison said. "That's my point, and that's why I sleep well at night -- because I feel good about the parents having alternatives in raising their children."
After learning later that her diploma is not approved by the state and might not be accepted by some colleges, Martin said she did not feel deterred. Friends and family members have gotten diplomas from the same school and gone on to college and successful careers, she said.
In Sibley Morrison's view, parents are the only people who get to decide if and when someone was sufficiently educated.
"When parents say, 'My child is ready to go into the real world' -- I take their word for it," Sibley Morrison said.
Angela Grimberg, the executive director of the Coalition for Responsible Home Education, pointed out Louisiana law states that parents who want state approval must apply within 15 days of starting homeschooling. Backdating a diploma that claims to be state-approved would thus be "fraudulent," Grimberg said.
Beasley, the Department of Education spokesperson, said diplomas generally cannot be awarded retroactively. Asked if any government agency has authority to take action if a school sells diplomas, Beasley suggested making a report to the state attorney general's consumer protection division.
The attorney general's office did not respond to a request for comment.
SOURING ON PUBLIC EDUCATION
A diverse spectrum of families have come under Springfield Prep's umbrella, united by the feeling that public school just does not work for them. Among others, there are families who want more flexibility and freedom, students sick of unfair discipline and post-pandemic chaos, and conservative parents who disapprove of books assigned in public school.
Jamie Vander Meulen thought public school wouldn't be a good fit for her three daughters, who all have dyslexia, so she started her own unapproved private school. Her girls learn with her in the morning and then take enrichment classes at Springfield, dabbling in everything from harp to Irish dance. They've also participated in a homeschooling co-op hosted at Springfield.
Vander Meulen's 8-year-old girl, Ruby, described school as "really fun," "artsy" and "magical." Her daughter Rose, 12, said she likes that she can learn at her own pace and spend more time on topics she loves, including science and World War II.
"You learn it and you can keep doing it, so it stays in your brain," Rose said.
Some of those science classes are taught by Harper Mumford, another mom in the co-op. Mumford says other parents thought she was crazy when she started homeschooling. But since the pandemic, families have less trust in public school.
"Before, it seemed more of like a cooperation between schools and parents for education," she said. "Then I think when those mandates started happening, it didn't seem so much as a cooperative effort."
Khyli Barbee, 15, celebrated her graduation from Springfield Prep in August with 22 other students. She said her public high school in Biloxi, Mississippi, had become "crazy" since the pandemic, with rampant bullying and drug use.
"I just wanted to hurry up and get out of school," she said. She didn't have to take any classes to get a diploma: "You just paid to walk."
On the July day when Sibley Morrison handed Martin her diploma, she advised her on next steps, describing scholarships she could use to go to community college.
"If you want our help," Sibley Morrison said, "you just come on back over here and we'll help."
"Y'all seem like good people who know how to help," Martin said. "So I will be back."
___
Charles Lussier of The Advocate contributed from Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
___
The Associated Press education team receives support from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Rosalynn Carter tributes highlight her reach as first lady, humanitarian and small-town Baptist

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Former and current U.S. Secret Service agents assigned to the Carter detail, walk next to the hearse carrying the casket of former first lady Rosalynn Carter at Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in Americus, Ga., Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. The former first lady died on Nov. 19. She was 96. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Pool)]
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    [image: Paige Alexander, chief executive officer of The Carter Center, speaks to reporters at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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        Rosalynn Carter tributes highlight her reach as first lady, humanitarian and small-town Baptist
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                                        AMERICUS, Ga. (AP) -- Rosalynn Carter embarked on her final journey Monday to the Jimmy Carter Presidential Center as her family began three days of memorials for the former first lady and global humanitarian who died Nov. 19 at the age of 96.
Family including Rosalynn Carter's children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren watched as her casket was placed in a hearse Monday morning outside Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in the Carters' native Sumter County. Onlookers huddled beside the road on a breezy, chilly morning.
The motorcade stopped at Rosalynn Carter's alma mater, the nearby Georgia Southwestern State University. The Carters' four children -- Jack, Chip, Jeff and Amy -- watched as wreaths of white flowers were placed beside a statue of their mother on the campus where she founded the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving to advocate for millions of unpaid caregivers in American households.

    


Among several hundred well-wishers at the university service was Lyndea Brown, who said she drove from nearby Albany to pay respects to "a remarkable woman" who attended local cancer benefits and fought for rural health services. 




"They were always real hometown people," Brown said. "We don't get presidents and first ladies like that anymore, people who have true hometown roots and understand what it's like to grow corn and peanuts and whatever else and to struggle over health care."

    
    


    

    
        
    



From rural south Georgia, the family motorcade began its trip of more than 140 miles (225 kilometers) to Atlanta, where Rosalynn Carter will lie in repose at The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum.
The library will be open from 6 to 10 p.m., offering the most direct opportunity for the public to pay their respects during the three-day tribute. Two funerals, set for Tuesday in Atlanta and Wednesday in the Carters' tiny hometown of Plains, are for invited guests. 
President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, longtime friends of the Carters, lead the dignitaries expected to attend the Atlanta service. Motorcade routes will be open throughout the schedule. Rosalynn Carter's burial Wednesday in Plains is private. 

    


It is not known whether the former president, who is 99 and in his 10th month of hospice care, will take part in the events. Those close to his immediate family have said he will make every effort as he grieves his partner of more than 77 years. 
The schedule, a product of detailed planning that involved the former first couple, reflects the range of Rosalynn Carter's interests and impact. That includes her advocacy for better mental health treatment and the elevation of caregiving, her role as Jimmy Carter's closest adviser and her status as matriarch of Plains and Maranatha Baptist Church, where she and the former president served in various roles after leaving the White House in 1981. 
"All over the world, people are celebrating her life," said Kim Fuller, the Carters' niece, while teaching a Bible lesson Sunday at Maranatha. "And of course we're coming into a week now where we're gonna celebrate even more."
A detailed schedule is available online. Events will be streamed and broadcast by independent media.
Some well-wishers began honoring Rosalynn Carter soon after her death, including an uptick in visitors to the Presidential Center campus. 

    


"Mental health is more openly talked about" because of Rosalynn Carter's work to reduce the stigma attached to the conditions, said Brendan Green, a high school guidance counselor who came from Chicago. 
"She was a pioneer in that field," Green said. "What a great legacy."
Elizabeth Laudig, a registered nurse from Dallas, said she drove 12 hours to be in Georgia this week, starting with the wreath-laying ceremony in Americus. She said Rosalynn Carter's emphasis on mental health and caregivers was especially inspiring to her as a nurse.
"She just quietly went about the business of trying to make the world a better place," said Laudig, 54. "You know, she was not a showy or extravagant first lady, but she was humble, you know, kind, hardworking, and got things done for people because she cared about people."
After the motorcade arrives in Atlanta, a brief service of repose was scheduled for 3:30 p.m. -- before public access -- at the Carter Presidential Center.

    


The campus, near downtown, includes the library and museum, and The Carter Center. The former first couple founded the center in 1982 to champion democracy, mediate international conflicts and fight disease in the developing world. Their work around the world redefined what former White House occupants can do after ceding political power.
Streets around the campus will be closed Monday. Parking and a shuttle will be available at St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 435 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta.
The largest single service will be held Tuesday at Glenn Memorial Church on the Emory University campus. Emory helped the former first couple establish The Carter Center. Besides the Bidens, Vice President Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, have announced plans to attend. Other former first ladies and possibly former presidents are expected, as well.
Glenn is a Methodist congregation. The Carters married in 1946 at Plains Methodist Church, where Rosalynn Carter attended growing up. She joined her husband as a Baptist throughout their marriage. 
Her final services at Maranatha will reflect their small-town Protestant roots: Church members are invited and also will eat a funeral meal with the Carter family the day of the service.

    


During her Sunday School hour, Fuller reminded her fellow Maranatha members that they are expected to provide dessert. "Whatever you want to bring is fine," Fuller told them as she explained drop-off instructions. "Spread the word if you don't mind."
___
Associated Press reporter Sudhin Thanawala contributed from Atlanta. 
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How did humans get to the brink of crashing climate?
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                                        Amidst record-high temperatures, deluges, droughts and wildfires, leaders are convening for another round of United Nations climate talks later this month that seek to curb the centuries-long trend of humans spewing ever more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
For hundreds of years, people have shaped the world around them for their benefit: They drained lakes to protect infrastructure, wealth and people. They dug up billions of tons of coal, and then oil and gas, to fuel empires and economies. The allure of exploiting nature and burning fossil fuels as a path to prosperity hopped from nation to nation, each eager to secure their own energy.
People who claimed the power to control nature and the energy resources around them saw the environment as a tool to be used for progress, historians say. Over hundreds of years, that impulse has remade the planet's climate, too -- and brought its inhabitants to the brink of catastrophe.

    


CONTROLLING THE ENVIRONMENT
Mexico City traces its roots to a settlement centuries ago on islands in the midst of Lake Texcoco. These days, most of the lake is gone, drained long ago to make room for the building and growth that today has more than 22 million people sprawling toward the edges of the Valley of Mexico.
Getting water in the arid valley -- a need that has spiked as droughts have worsened -- relies on pumping from deep underground. The toll of centuries of such pumping can be seen in curbs that crumble and structures that tilt atop the resulting subsidence, with some areas sinking around 30 centimeters (11.8 inches) a year. At the same time, neighborhoods are at increased risk of severe flooding because of climate change-fueled extreme rain events and drainage systems that are less effective because of the subsidence. 

    
    


    

    
        
    







"Nature doesn't create these huge problems," said Luis Zambrano, professor of ecology at the National University Autonoma of Mexico. "Nature behaves as nature ... we are increasing our vulnerability by allowing the city to sink by pumping as much water as we possibly can from the aquifer."

    


Mexico City is just one example of people and empires altering their natural environments in ways they believe will benefit themselves and the land. Elsewhere, huge swathes of land have been deforested for agriculture or livestock grazing, or degraded and contaminated by quarrying and mining for metals and minerals. Tapping nature for its resources drove progress and productivity for some, but it's also been a major driver of emissions and environmental degradation.
Anya Zilberstein, a historian of climate science at Concordia University in Montreal, highlighted the example of Europeans colonizing the Americas in the 16th and 17th centuries as an early catalyst for modern-day climate and environmental crises.
"They bring with them this idea that conquest and then the development of the cultivation of landscapes, like taking down trees, opening up lands to European style agriculture, that the draining of swamps ... will also change the climate, usually for the better," Zilberstein said. 
The Aztecs built Tenochtitlan -- what became Mexico City -- on the lake's islands and chinampas -- small, artificial fields. When the city later fell under Spain's rule, it was seen as the "most gorgeous jewel in the Spanish empire," with ornate palaces and commercial hubs, said Vera S. Candiani, a historian of Latin America at Princeton.

    


Catastrophic flooding in the mid-16th century led the Spanish to pursue drainage projects that aimed to keep the city dry and prosperous, and stretched on for three centuries, Candiani said.
But not everyone benefited equally.
Candiani said that capital-owning elites got technicians, engineers and other professionals to implement a system of extracting resources and labor from the countryside to benefit the city in colonial Mexico, and more broadly from the colonies for the gain of the home country. Rural populations, who contributed the most to the project through coerced labor, didn't benefit. 
Jan Golinski, a professor of history at the University of New Hampshire, said Europeans of the time thought that their changes -- cutting down forests, draining swamps, plowing land -- would change the climate as well, to something closer to their homelands. He said they saw this engineering as positive.
"They believed that their society was making progress, that it was gaining greater control over nature, that they were becoming more civilized and were civilizing the environment around them," Golinski said.

    


It's a belief that several historians say is rooted in feelings of racial and cultural superiority.
"We hear echoes of these tropes" in the present day, said Deborah Coen, a historian of science at Yale. Being more vulnerable to climate extremes is associated with populations of color, and at the same time, "we find white elites pursuing projects of climate adaptation that protect themselves at the expense of communities of color," she said. For example, residents in areas that were deemed safer from extreme weather following wildfires in Maui this summer are now getting priced out of their own neighborhoods.
The early modern period's ideas on race have "long tentacles into the present," said Zilberstein, and also solidified notions of environmental control, productivity and growth as positive, making it harder to tackle the current climate crisis.
"There are plenty of people who would say, yes, I believe climate change is real and I'll go on a march, but I can't accept de-growth," she said. "And I understand why businesses won't commit to it and nations won't commit to it. It's sort of unfathomable. It goes against the deeply held ideology of progress."

    
    


    

    
        
    




    


THE FOSSIL FUEL ECONOMY
While Mexico City was built over water, Britain was sitting on vast expanses of coal that would eventually help form the blanket of carbon dioxide emissions that now clogs the atmosphere. 
Coal had long been used in homes on the island for heating and cooking. It wasn't the only source of energy -- timber, water and peat were in use as well -- but the balance tipped dramatically in its favor through the late 18th and early 19th centuries through technological inventions like steam power, new transportation routes like canals and later railroads, and a desire to better control how, when and where energy was used.
When the steam economy arrived -- engines fueled by coal to heat water and make steam power -- it made it easier for factory owners to control labor and nature than an economy based on water power, for example, said Andreas Malm, an associate professor of human ecology at Lund University in Sweden.
"Steam engines were mobile in space, so you could erect them anywhere, and the great benefit of this was that you could concentrate steam factories in towns where there was access to cheap and disciplined labor power," said Malm. Steam power was also less vulnerable to the droughts, floods and storms that could affect water power: "You could just turn it on at any point in the day, regardless of the weather outside."
It made coal the central energy-maker for British manufacturing and transport. 
"Britain forcibly exported this model and integrated other countries such as India or Egypt or what became Nigeria into a kind of an economy that was dependent on fossil fuel," said Malm.
By the mid-19th century, steam power was adopted in manufacturing, cotton mills, steam ships and locomotives around the world, turning coal into a global trade.
On Barak, a historian at Tel Aviv University and co-founder of the Laboratory for the History of Climate Change, likened steam engines and coal to the British empire giving other states coffee machines and capsules. Nations consistently needed to buy new capsules, or coal, for their coffee machines, or steam engines, feeding an ongoing addiction.
"This kickstarts ... searching for fossil fuels in various places in the Ottoman Empire, in the Indian subcontinent and elsewhere," he said. And while it led to some discoveries, other empires and nations kept coming back to the more energy-rich British coal.
Centuries later, the United Kingdom has nearly weaned itself off coal, with weeks or months at a stretch where the national grid gets no coal power. The U.K. plans to stop using coal for the production of electricity by the end of next year, although it's still used in heavy industry like steel-making, with a new coal mine approved in Cumbria as late as 2022. 
But the country's move away from coal wasn't before its empire left its sooty footprint around the world. Its legacy can also be seen at home, where many of the mining and port towns in the north of England and parts of Wales and Scotland once buoyed by coal now languish, and abandoned mines and heaps of waste and debris scar the landscape.

    
    


    

    
        
    



A GLOBAL PROBLEM
Previous centuries created the right conditions for human-caused climate change, but the last few generations made it a reality. In 1960, humans put about 9 billion tons of carbon dioxide into the air; in 2021, they produced more than four times that amount, according to the Global Carbon Project.
Energy use skyrocketed as cars, air travel and technology became more affordable in many North American and European countries. Other nations such as China, Japan and India were assembling their own energy regimes based on fossil fuels. And this all happened amid growing understanding and concern about heat-trapping gases.
Oil use grew in the late 19th century because it wasn't as labor-intensive as coal, an industry whose workers now had strong unions in some Western nations, historians say. 
Like coal, oil was easy to store. It is more energy-rich than coal, and it's easier to move; as a liquid it can be shipped through pipes, as well as by trucks, tankers and railcars, said J.R. McNeill, a historian at Georgetown University.
The rise of automobiles in the 1920s led the U.S. to build its energy system and much of its technology around internal combustion engines that still dominate cars, ships and planes. And as Europe and Japan followed suit, it made the global investment in an oil-dominated fossil fuel regime "gigantic and harder, but not impossible, to reverse or replace," McNeill said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Meanwhile, coal kept its place in the global economy. 
In China and Japan, growing consumption was a barometer of economic development by the early 20th century, said Harvard historian of science Victor Seow. 
After the Communist Revolution in 1949, the Chinese government measured growth by its production of items like cloth, electricity, wheat, iron, steel -- and coal, too, which was key measure of growth. Japan studied Western mining to develop its own coal fields in both its home islands and empire.
China is the world's current largest greenhouse gas emitter, although the United States still trumps it historically.
In India, too, which was part of the British Empire until it gained independence in 1947, coal was used to further the country's development and help state governments win popular support, said Elizabeth Chatterjee, a historian at the University of Chicago.
India set up state-owned coal-fired plants and started electrifying its cities and larger farms, with many other rural areas not coming online until the early 21st century. And they electrified while also understanding the environmental risks of coal, she said.
"Indira Gandhi, as early as 1981, spoke publicly about climate change, for example, as a threat, but plowed on with this (coal) regardless," Chatterjee said. "If you're a country with few resources, what choice do you have?"
In the United States, environmental issues started gaining traction in the 1960s and '70s, with the first Earth Day in 1970, said Joshua Howe, an environmental historian at Reed College in Portland, Oregon. He cited major legislation -- to create the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Endangered Species Act -- as "really big responses to that really big moment."
But tackling fossil fuels -- what Howe called "the center of the global economy" -- was more difficult.
Yale's Coen described fear in the U.S. around discussing how to adapt to weather extremes caused by climate change that were already unavoidable in the late 20th century. Talking about adaptation was seen as a risk to detract from the will to slash emissions, she said.
Howe also noted unwillingness to join international climate agreements, including a unanimous U.S. Senate vote in 1997 against signing any climate treaty that would mandate cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.
That vote "was, in my opinion, pretty much when optimism for a national-level commitment to climate mitigation -- especially via international agreements -- went up in smoke," Howe said.
But many historians agree, amid the gloom of spiraling concerns about the climate and environment, that radical shifts away from centuries-old ideas of progress can shape a better future.
Fredrik Albritton Jonsson, a historian at the University of Chicago, said if humans rethink the need for persistent growth, societies can operate within the restrictions of finite resources and atmospheric limits.
"There are two kinds of boundaries to this economy," said Jonsson. "One is a sort of upper boundary of planetary limits" of what our natural world can withstand, "and then there's a lower boundary, that would guarantee minimum social needs, entitlements, the right to education, the right to clean water, the right to a steady income."
___
Associated Press climate and environmental coverage receives support from several private foundations. See more about AP's climate initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Why do they give? Donors speak about what moves them and how they plan end-of-year donations
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    [image: Monica Fulton poses at her home Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Houston. Fulton prioritizes giving to organizations that serve the city's residents, like the food bank, a homeless shelter and an arts education organization. The Tuesday after Thanksgiving, GivingTuesday started in 2012 as a hashtag and it has become a central part of nonprofit fundraising. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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    [image: Alicia Bailey poses for a photo in Chicago, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. Bailey is the head of production at the National Association of REALTORS. She is a founding member of a giving circle hosted at the Chicago Foundation for Women, where she is also a board member. The circle combines the donations of its members and gives grants to organizations that support women and girls in Chicago's South Side. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        What motivates people to donate to charities or causes they care about is often deeply personal. Donors name relatives or friends who have survived or died from illnesses. They recount tearful conversations with their children. They point to their aspirations for how their communities and the larger world could be improved. 
In advance of GivingTuesday, The Associated Press interviewed people from across the country with a variety of life experiences about why they give, which organizations they choose to support and how they plan their giving throughout the year. 
While not all will participate in GivingTuesday, which started in 2012 as a hashtag, the date has become a central part of nonprofit fundraising and a kind of last chance to meet their budget goals for the following year. 

    


These interviews have been edited for length: 




HOUSTON -- A longtime resident of Houston, Monica Fulton, 51, prioritizes giving to organizations serving the city's residents. She's volunteered with the Houston Food Bank for decades, doing "everything except the cold room. Because I don't like the cold," she joked.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Fulton, who is originally from Panama, sees her giving and volunteering as a way to make a difference, something she has tried to pass on to her children, who are now 18 and 20 years old. 
"You look at what's happening in the world and you tend to feel helpless. And what I try to teach my kids instead of feeling helpless is find one little patch of grass that you can make better," she said.
Usually, at the beginning of the year, Fulton sets aside the funds that she intends to give to nonprofits, with the majority going to the food bank, a homeless shelter, a women's fund and an arts education organization. But she keeps aside a portion to respond more flexibly, including on GivingTuesday when she seeks out nonprofits that are running matching campaigns.

    


"My advice for people for Giving Tuesday is, do a little bit of research and see who needs help, who has matching challenges," she said. "And that makes it kind of fun and exciting to think that even though you give something small, it gets doubled or tripled." 
___
CHICAGO -- Alicia Bailey said her philanthropic giving was not always intentional. 
A former producer who now works in real estate, Bailey would give $5 when checking out a store or attending a charity gala when invited by a relative. That changed in 2018 when she helped organize a group of donors who pool their funds to support small organizations serving women and girls on Chicago's South Side. 
Bailey's involvement with philanthropy has since grown to the point where she joined the board of the Chicago Foundation for Women, which hosts her giving circle and also makes its own grants. 

    


"To go through the process of understanding and getting educated about the grantmaking process, all the way through to deciding and doing site visits, and seeing and hearing the work that's actually happening in the Chicagoland area and being able to put faces and names and sounds to these women who are making things possible with very little," Bailey said was incredibly beneficial to her.
The giving circle makes relatively small grants to organizations that have budgets of less than $500,000, where those grants can make a big difference.
"People may have an idea of like, 'My dollars are too small, they wouldn't matter,' right?" Bailey said. "But in these cases, we know that it is because of people giving what they can that it literally has changed the way that organizations are able to do their work. And then that changes lives in the community."
She doesn't plan to mark GivingTuesday specifically for donations because she's already found, through the foundation and the giving circle, ways to pursue her mission of improving the lives of women, girls and gender-nonconforming people in her area.
"I will be doing much of the same work that I've been doing every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday," Bailey said, though she is glad the date will prompt many people to consider how they can make a difference in a cause they care about.

    


___
ATLANTA -- The amount that Ruben Brooks, 56, will give each year varies, but what doesn't change are the causes he supports: financial literacy, scholarships and mentoring for young people in the African American community. 
"If you want a healthier society, if you want a more productive society, a safer society, then it probably behooves all of us to give in an effort to effectuate the desired result," said Brooks, who is the chief operating officer of Atlanta Beltline. 
Years ago, he volunteered as a mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, an organization that he continues to support financially, along with Junior Achievement of Georgia, where he is now a board member. While he has less time to volunteer nowadays, he has extended his network to students who receive scholarships through another nonprofit, the Ezekiel Taylor Foundation, sometimes hosting them at his home. 
"Hearing the stories, hearing the challenges, providing solutions, letting them know I'm available, my friends are available, and there are solutions to the problems that they will encounter," Brooks said of his time with those students.

    


He usually makes his donations in November and December when he has a sense of his income for the year, in part because he will claim tax advantages. While he may donate on GivingTuesday, it's not a priority, Brooks said. 
"I want to give on my own terms and what I think is appropriate and not sort of with a commercial day that's sort of put out there," he said. 
___
LAFAYETTE, Colorado -- Lynne Garfinkel, 55, and Pam Lowy, 58, met through a mutual friend when they both moved to Lafayette, near Boulder, Colorado, several years ago. During the height of the pandemic, they took an online training through the organization Philanthropy Together about how to run a giving circle. They eventually decided to co-lead a new group, Moving Mountains, in part to deepen their connection to the area. 
The members of the group vote on a cause to support and then they research local organizations, including sometimes visiting the nonprofits and asking them questions about how they would use a donation, which has ranged from $4,000 to $16,000 depending on the cycle.
"We want a project or something that we know where our money is going to make a bigger impact," Lowy said. 
The only requirement for joining the group, which uses an online platform called Grapevine to manage donations and voting, is to donate to the pooled funds. Garfinkel said they have never met some of the members in person.
"They trust that the group is doing the vetting and that their money's going to a good cause. They like being part of something bigger," she said. "But they don't have the time to do the research themselves, to participate, to volunteer, and that's okay."
For Garfinkel, her contributions to the giving circle represent one of her main charitable donations each year, but she said of GivingTuesday, "I still use that time to pull together all my receipts and what have I given this year? And what did I plan to give? And where do I still have some room in this last month of the year to give?"
___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and non-profits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/givingtuesday-where-to-donate-how-to-donate-a0a954303a6e916e4cec3141201a82bb
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Panthers fire Frank Reich after 11 games and name Chris Tabor their interim head coach

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers coach Frank Reich attends a news conference after an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge. (AP Photo/(John Amis, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young (9) listens as head coach Frank Reich gives him instruction during their NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers head coach Frank Reich speaks during a news conference after their loss against the Indianapolis Colts in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Chris Tabor looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich following the team's 1-10 start in his first year at the helm. Panthers owner David Tepper announced the move Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor will take over as interim head coach. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterbacks coach Josh McCown walks on the field before an NFL football game Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Duce Staley looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers coach Frank Reich attends a news conference after an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/(John Amis, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young (9) listens as head coach Frank Reich gives him instruction during their NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)]
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FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young (9) listens as head coach Frank Reich gives him instruction during their NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers head coach Frank Reich speaks during a news conference after their loss against the Indianapolis Colts in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday, Nov. 27, with the team off to an NFL-worst 1-10 record in his first year in charge.(AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Chris Tabor looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich following the team's 1-10 start in his first year at the helm. Panthers owner David Tepper announced the move Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor will take over as interim head coach. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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FILE - Chris Tabor looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich following the team's 1-10 start in his first year at the helm. Panthers owner David Tepper announced the move Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor will take over as interim head coach. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)
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    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterbacks coach Josh McCown walks on the field before an NFL football game Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterbacks coach Josh McCown walks on the field before an NFL football game Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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FILE - Carolina Panthers quarterbacks coach Josh McCown walks on the field before an NFL football game Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Duce Staley looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | FILE - Duce Staley looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)
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FILE - Duce Staley looks on during an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers and the Minnesota Vikings Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. The Carolina Panthers fired head coach Frank Reich Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor took over as interim head coach. Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- The Frank Reich era in Carolina is over after only 11 games.
The Carolina Panthers fired their coach on Monday following the team's NFL-worst 1-10 start in his first year at the helm.
Panthers owner David Tepper announced the move hours after several news outlets reported that he used a profanity as he was leaving the locker room following a 17-10 loss to the Tennessee Titans on Sunday.

    


Tepper hired Reich to fix one of the league's worst offenses over the past few seasons and develop Bryce Young, the No. 1 overall pick whom he gave up four draft picks and top wide receiver D.J. Moore to acquire this past offseason in the hopes of winning multiple Super Bowls.




Instead, the Panthers are assured a franchise-record sixth straight losing season.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Panthers are 30-63 since Tepper bought the team from Jerry Richardson in 2018 for $2.275 billion and have never made the playoffs.
Special teams coordinator Chris Tabor will take over as interim head coach. Offensive coordinator Thomas Brown will become the team's play caller, with senior assistant Jim Caldwell serving as his special adviser.
Tabor's first move as interim coach was to fire quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, according to a person familiar with the situation. The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity Monday because the moves have not been announced.

    


McCown and Staley were handpicked by Reich to be assistants.
When Tepper makes his next head coaching hire after the season, it will be the seventh full-time or interim head coach to serve under him.
Tepper is scheduled to address reporters Tuesday at a news conference at Bank of America Stadium. The Panthers canceled all media access Monday.
Reich is the second NFL head coach to be fired this season, joining Josh McDaniels of the Las Vegas Raiders.
Reich was fired earlier in his tenure than any head coach since Pete McCulley, who went 1-8 with San Francisco in 1978. He is the seventh NFL head coach in the last six years to be fired during or after just one season, joining Lovie Smith (Houston, 2022), Nathaniel Hackett (Denver, 2022), David Culley (Houston, 2021), Urban Meyer (Jacksonville, 2021), Freddie Kitchens (Cleveland, 2019) and Steve Wilks (Arizona, 2018).

    


Phone calls and text messages sent to Reich seeking comment were not immediately returned.
Tepper has shown a lack of patience as a team owner. Reich is the Panthers' third head coach fired during the season under Tepper.
He also owns the Major League Soccer team in Charlotte and has fired two coaches in the organization's first two years of existence.
On the NFL front, Tepper inherited Ron Rivera as his head coach in 2018 but fired him less than two years later during the season. Perry Fewell finished out the season before Tepper gave Matt Rhule, who previously coached at Baylor, a seven-year, $63 million contract. But Rhule lasted less than 2 1/2 season before Tepper dismissed him and replaced him with Wilks, the Panthers' defensive coordinator, on an interim basis.
Tepper then hired Reich, who as offensive coordinator of the Philadelphia Eagles helped them win the Super Bowl before becoming head coach of the Indianapolis Colts, who fired him last season. Wilks is now the defensive coordinator for San Francisco.

    


Carolina still ranks near the bottom of the league in nearly every offensive category. The Panthers are 30th in the league in total offense and 30th in passing yards per game and haven't scored more than 15 points in a game since the bye week.
Reich had signed a four-year contract with the Panthers that runs through the 2026 season. Tepper will be on the hook for an estimated $9 million per season over the next three seasons.
Reich had experience running good NFL offenses, but that didn't translate over to the Panthers.
Young has been sacked 40 times this season, and the Panthers' offensive line has allowed 43 overall over in 11 games, fourth most in the NFL. Young has been under heavy pressure most of the season, making it difficult to evaluate his progress as a quarterback.
But the former Alabama product has failed to progress as a quarterback and ranks near the bottom of the league in most statistical categories. He has yet to throw for 250 yards in a game and has nearly as many interceptions (eight) as touchdown passes (nine).

    


Because of their record, the Panthers could possibly land the No. 1 pick in next year's draft, but that immediately would go to the Chicago Bears because of the trade for Young.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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60 years after JFK's death, today's Kennedys choose other paths to public service

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - The limousine carrying mortally wounded President John F. Kennedy races toward the hospital seconds after he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Justin Newman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | FILE - The limousine carrying mortally wounded President John F. Kennedy races toward the hospital seconds after he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Justin Newman, File)
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy listens while Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg speaks outside the White House, April 30, 1963, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/William J. Smith, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., speaks with an Associated Press reporter during an interview, May 10, 2011, in Woonsocket, R.I. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | FILE - Former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., speaks with an Associated Press reporter during an interview, May 10, 2011, in Woonsocket, R.I. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of "common purpose." But he still believes public office worth pursuing. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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    [image: FILE - Supporters react as Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event at Independence Mall, Oct. 9, 2023, in Philadelphia. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | FILE - Supporters react as Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event at Independence Mall, Oct. 9, 2023, in Philadelphia. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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    [image: FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)
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    [image: FILE - Seen through the foreground convertible's windshield, President John F. Kennedy's hand reaches toward his head within seconds of being fatally shot, as first lady Jacqueline Kennedy holds his forearm, as the motorcade proceeds along Elm Street past the Texas School Book Depository, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/James W. "Ike" Altgens, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | FILE - Seen through the foreground convertible's windshield, President John F. Kennedy's hand reaches toward his head within seconds of being fatally shot, as first lady Jacqueline Kennedy holds his forearm, as the motorcade proceeds along Elm Street past the Texas School Book Depository, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/James W. "Ike" Altgens, File)
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy waves from his car in a motorcade approximately one minute before he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. Riding with President Kennedy are first lady Jacqueline Kennedy, right, Nellie Connally, second from left, and her husband, Texas Gov. John Connally, far left. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Jim Altgens, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | FILE - President John F. Kennedy waves from his car in a motorcade approximately one minute before he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. Riding with President Kennedy are first lady Jacqueline Kennedy, right, Nellie Connally, second from left, and her husband, Texas Gov. John Connally, far left. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Jim Altgens, File)
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Edward "Ted" M. Kennedy, then-Democratic presidential candidate, gestures while speaking at an event, June 18, 1980, in Washington. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Charles Tasnadi, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | FILE - Sen. Edward "Ted" M. Kennedy, then-Democratic presidential candidate, gestures while speaking at an event, June 18, 1980, in Washington. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Charles Tasnadi, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - John F. Kennedy Jr. sits court side at New York's Madison Square Garden, Jan. 25, 1994, as the Knicks host the Phoenix Suns. The death of Caroline Kennedy's brother John F. Kennedy Jr. in a 1999 plane crash ended the life of his generation's most prominent family member, the one most discussed as a possible presidential candidate. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | FILE - John F. Kennedy Jr. sits court side at New York's Madison Square Garden, Jan. 25, 1994, as the Knicks host the Phoenix Suns. The death of Caroline Kennedy's brother John F. Kennedy Jr. in a 1999 plane crash ended the life of his generation's most prominent family member, the one most discussed as a possible presidential candidate. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy, right, and first lady Jacqueline Kennedy are seated as they attend one of five inaugural balls, Jan. 20, 1961, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | FILE - President John F. Kennedy, right, and first lady Jacqueline Kennedy are seated as they attend one of five inaugural balls, Jan. 20, 1961, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)
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    [image: FILE - Former Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I. greets people as he arrives for a President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis meeting, Sept. 27, 2017, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | FILE - Former Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I. greets people as he arrives for a President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis meeting, Sept. 27, 2017, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of "common purpose." But he still believes public office worth pursuing. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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    [image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., speaks to campaign workers, June 5, 1968, as his wife, Ethel, left, and California campaign manager and speaker of the California Assembly, Jesse Unruh, look on, at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. After making a short speech, Kennedy was shot in an adjacent room. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | FILE - U.S. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., speaks to campaign workers, June 5, 1968, as his wife, Ethel, left, and California campaign manager and speaker of the California Assembly, Jesse Unruh, look on, at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. After making a short speech, Kennedy was shot in an adjacent room. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo, File)
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., promotes a children's book he wrote titled, "My Senator and Me: A Dog's-Eye View of Washington, D.C.," June 16, 2006, at the William T. Harris Elementary School in New York. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | FILE - Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., promotes a children's book he wrote titled, "My Senator and Me: A Dog's-Eye View of Washington, D.C.," June 16, 2006, at the William T. Harris Elementary School in New York. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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    [image: FILE - Kerry Kennedy attends the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Ripple of Hope Award Gala at New York Hilton Midtown, Dec. 9, 2021, in New York. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. Robert's sister, Kerry Kennedy, has cited her differences with him ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | FILE - Kerry Kennedy attends the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Ripple of Hope Award Gala at New York Hilton Midtown, Dec. 9, 2021, in New York. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. Robert's sister, Kerry Kennedy, has cited her differences with him "on many issues." (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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    [image: FILE - Caroline Kennedy, ambassador of the United States to Australia, arrives at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Oct. 29, 2023, prior to John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award ceremonies in Boston. The Kennedys have mostly withdrawn from electoral politics in the 21st century; no Kennedy or Kennedy in-law currently serves in Congress or as a governor. Caroline Kennedy, JFK's daughter and only surviving child, had been open in 2009 to replacing Hillary Clinton in the U.S. Senate after Clinton was appointed secretary of state by President Barack Obama. She soon stepped back amid signs that New York Gov. David Paterson would not select her. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | FILE - Caroline Kennedy, ambassador of the United States to Australia, arrives at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Oct. 29, 2023, prior to John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award ceremonies in Boston. The Kennedys have mostly withdrawn from electoral politics in the 21st century; no Kennedy or Kennedy in-law currently serves in Congress or as a governor. Caroline Kennedy, JFK's daughter and only surviving child, had been open in 2009 to replacing Hillary Clinton in the U.S. Senate after Clinton was appointed secretary of state by President Barack Obama. She soon stepped back amid signs that New York Gov. David Paterson would not select her. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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    [image: FILE - The limousine carrying mortally wounded President John F. Kennedy races toward the hospital seconds after he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Justin Newman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy listens while Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg speaks outside the White House, April 30, 1963, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/William J. Smith, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., speaks with an Associated Press reporter during an interview, May 10, 2011, in Woonsocket, R.I. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | FILE - Former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., speaks with an Associated Press reporter during an interview, May 10, 2011, in Woonsocket, R.I. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of "common purpose." But he still believes public office worth pursuing. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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    [image: FILE - Supporters react as Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event at Independence Mall, Oct. 9, 2023, in Philadelphia. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)
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    [image: FILE - Seen through the foreground convertible's windshield, President John F. Kennedy's hand reaches toward his head within seconds of being fatally shot, as first lady Jacqueline Kennedy holds his forearm, as the motorcade proceeds along Elm Street past the Texas School Book Depository, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/James W. "Ike" Altgens, File)]
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy waves from his car in a motorcade approximately one minute before he was shot, Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas. Riding with President Kennedy are first lady Jacqueline Kennedy, right, Nellie Connally, second from left, and her husband, Texas Gov. John Connally, far left. The 60th anniversary of President Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. (AP Photo/Jim Altgens, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Edward "Ted" M. Kennedy, then-Democratic presidential candidate, gestures while speaking at an event, June 18, 1980, in Washington. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Charles Tasnadi, File)]
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    [image: FILE - John F. Kennedy Jr. sits court side at New York's Madison Square Garden, Jan. 25, 1994, as the Knicks host the Phoenix Suns. The death of Caroline Kennedy's brother John F. Kennedy Jr. in a 1999 plane crash ended the life of his generation's most prominent family member, the one most discussed as a possible presidential candidate. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]
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    [image: FILE - President John F. Kennedy, right, and first lady Jacqueline Kennedy are seated as they attend one of five inaugural balls, Jan. 20, 1961, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I. greets people as he arrives for a President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis meeting, Sept. 27, 2017, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | FILE - Former Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I. greets people as he arrives for a President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis meeting, Sept. 27, 2017, in Washington. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, finds his family, and the country, at a moment many would not have imagined in JFK's lifetime. Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President Kennedy, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of "common purpose." But he still believes public office worth pursuing. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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    [image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., speaks to campaign workers, June 5, 1968, as his wife, Ethel, left, and California campaign manager and speaker of the California Assembly, Jesse Unruh, look on, at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. After making a short speech, Kennedy was shot in an adjacent room. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | FILE - U.S. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., speaks to campaign workers, June 5, 1968, as his wife, Ethel, left, and California campaign manager and speaker of the California Assembly, Jesse Unruh, look on, at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. After making a short speech, Kennedy was shot in an adjacent room. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo, File)
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., promotes a children's book he wrote titled, "My Senator and Me: A Dog's-Eye View of Washington, D.C.," June 16, 2006, at the William T. Harris Elementary School in New York. Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Kerry Kennedy attends the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Ripple of Hope Award Gala at New York Hilton Midtown, Dec. 9, 2021, in New York. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. Robert's sister, Kerry Kennedy, has cited her differences with him ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | FILE - Kerry Kennedy attends the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Ripple of Hope Award Gala at New York Hilton Midtown, Dec. 9, 2021, in New York. The 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's assassination, marked on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedy family, one when its mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach. Robert's sister, Kerry Kennedy, has cited her differences with him "on many issues." (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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    [image: FILE - Caroline Kennedy, ambassador of the United States to Australia, arrives at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Oct. 29, 2023, prior to John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award ceremonies in Boston. The Kennedys have mostly withdrawn from electoral politics in the 21st century; no Kennedy or Kennedy in-law currently serves in Congress or as a governor. Caroline Kennedy, JFK's daughter and only surviving child, had been open in 2009 to replacing Hillary Clinton in the U.S. Senate after Clinton was appointed secretary of state by President Barack Obama. She soon stepped back amid signs that New York Gov. David Paterson would not select her. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Patrick Kennedy, son of Sen. Ted Kennedy and nephew of President John F. Kennedy, remembers being a young state legislator in Rhode Island some 30 years ago and hearing encouraging words from the opposition leader at the time.
"I just want you to know that no matter what you do, nothing's going to take away from everyone's memory and appreciation of what your family has done for this country," Republican David Dumas told him.
"He meant that 'Don't preoccupy yourself with worrying about whether you're a good representative of your family or not,'" Patrick Kennedy, now a former congressman, said in a recent Zoom interview. 

    


Kennedy spoke shortly before the 60th anniversary of the assassination of President Kennedy, a seismic national event that predates most American lives but remains an inflection point in the country's history -- as a wellspring of modern conspiracy theories, as a debate over what JFK might have achieved, as an emotional cornerstone of the Kennedy story.
The anniversary arrives at an unusual moment for the Kennedys. It is a moment when the family's mission to uphold a legacy of public service and high ideals competes for attention with the presidential candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., whose anti-vaccine advocacy and inflammatory comments about everything from the Holocaust to the pandemic have led to a rare public family breach.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Robert's sister Kerry Kennedy has cited her differences with him "on many issues," while Jack Schlossberg, grandson of President Kennedy, has called Robert's candidacy "an embarrassment."
"We haven't seen this happening before in the Kennedy family," says historian Thurston Clarke, author of books on President Kennedy and his brother Robert. "In the past," Clarke says, "they were very reluctant to attack each other."

    


A LONG TRADITION IN THE PUBLIC EYE
The current prominence of Robert Kennedy Jr. -- what Patrick expects will be a footnote to a larger narrative -- doesn't stand out merely because of what he says and how it departs from family history. It stands out because he is the rare Kennedy these days engaged in national electoral politics. 
For generations, the Kennedy dynasty ranked with the Adamses, the Roosevelts and the Bushes. Their time in public office dates to the 1890s, to Rep. (and future Boston Mayor) John Francis "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald, JFK's grandfather, and grew throughout the first half of the 20th century. 
During JFK's 1961-63 presidency, governing was decidedly a family affair. Robert Kennedy was attorney general and the president's closest adviser, brother-in-law Sargent Shriver was heading the newly formed Peace Corps and brother-in-law Stephen Smith was White House chief of staff. Youngest brother Ted Kennedy was elected to John F. Kennedy's former Senate seat in Massachusetts.

    


The death of President Kennedy, and Jacqueline Kennedy's remembrance of his administration as a lost golden age, "Camelot," intensified feelings about the family and longings for their presence. Ted Kennedy became a revered liberal voice and legislator, while Shriver was chosen as George McGovern's running mate in their unsuccessful 1972 presidential campaign. 
Patrick Kennedy was an eight-term congressman from Rhode Island; Joseph Kennedy II, Robert's son, served six terms as a congressman from Massachusetts; and Joseph's sibling Kathleen Kennedy Townsend was a two-term Maryland lieutenant governor. Arnold Schwarzenegger, married at the time to JFK's niece Maria Shriver, was California's governor for two terms.
But the Kennedys have mostly withdrawn from electoral politics in the 21st century; no Kennedy or Kennedy in-law currently serves in Congress or as a governor. Caroline Kennedy, JFK's daughter and only surviving child, had been open in 2009 to replacing Hillary Clinton in the U.S. Senate after Clinton was appointed secretary of state by President Barack Obama. She soon stepped back amid signs New York Gov. David Paterson would not select her. He didn't. 
"Given what happened to their father and uncle, and given the tough road Ted Kennedy had to travel, who can blame them for finding another road?" " says historian Sean Wilentz. He says the assassinations of JFK and Robert Kennedy may have led to there being "too much of a burden on the next generation to carry on and complete what was left unfinished."

    


Patrick Kennedy, who left Congress in 2011 amid struggles with substance abuse and bipolar disorder, agrees the current political atmosphere is far removed from the 1960s, when leaders such as JFK had a sense of "common purpose." But he still believes public office worth pursuing and notes that his wife, Amy, ran for Congress in 2020 -- unsuccessfully.
"When we got out there and campaigned, it was very inspiring," Patrick Kennedy says. "There were tons of people in the grass roots who were so inspiring -- to see how they were so passionate about changing the world."
AN ADMINISTRATION REMEMBERED IN SPIRIT
The Kennedy administration now lives on more in spirit than in firsthand memory. One of the last prominent White House aides, speechwriter Richard Goodwin, died in 2018. The last of President Kennedy's surviving siblings, former U.S. ambassador to Ireland Jean Smith, died in 2020. Robert F. Kennedy's widow, Ethel, is in her 90s and rarely comments publicly. 
Starting in 1968, after the assassination of Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy was the family's standard bearer and chosen orator. But no one has succeeded him since his death in 2009. The death of Caroline's brother, John F. Kennedy Jr., in a 1999 plane crash ended the life of his generation's most prominent family member, the one most discussed as a possible presidential candidate. Caroline Kennedy has maintained a low profile as ambassador to Japan during the Obama administration and ambassador to Australia in the Biden administration.

    


"That's an awesome responsibility and a huge yoke around your neck to try and have to carry that," Patrick Kennedy says of his father's stature. "And Dad really did it -- he really kept it together. But it was an incredible personal toll it took on him."
Asked if he would have liked to take on his father's role, Kennedy says no: "That chapter is closed."
In the absence of any old-style family elder, the Kennedy most talked about is RFK Jr., who has attracted a larger following than most independent candidates. Historian Julian E. Zelizer, author of numerous works on contemporary politics, sees JFK and his brother Robert as "unifying figures" while finding Robert Jr. a symbol of "division, distrust, and a kind of skepticism about the public culture." 
Patrick Kennedy, who otherwise declined to discuss his cousin at length, called Zelizer's comments "a pretty fair statement." Robert F. Kennedy Jr. did not immediately respond to requests for comment but issued a statement on the anniversary and on his uncle's legacy.
"During his term in office, he upheld a vision of America as a nation of peace, a vision that was abandoned after his death," said Kennedy, who promised to "put us back on the road to peace."
Other family members remain active in various causes, though in a less publicized way than in JFK's time. 
Besides Caroline, several Kennedys hold positions in the Biden administration, including Joseph Kennedy III, grandson of Robert Kennedy, who is special envoy to Northern Ireland; and Victoria Reggie Kennedy, Ted Kennedy's widow and now ambassador to Austria.
Patrick Kennedy is founder of the mental health advocacy group Alignment for Progress and notes that the last bill signed into law by JFK, the Community Mental Health Act, is "the foundation of a modern day movement to restore a community based approach to our mental health and addiction crisis." 
Timothy Shriver chairs the board of the Special Olympics, which his mother (and President Kennedy's sister), Eunice Shriver, helped establish in the 1960s. Kerry Kennedy, Robert's daughter, is a human rights lawyer who heads the nonprofit RFK Human Rights. Kerry's sister Rory Kennedy is a prize-winning documentary maker whose subjects have ranged from rural Mississippi and the Iraq War to a film about her mother, Ethel.
"There are many other ways to serve the public than running for elective office," says political analyst Larry Sabato. "No one could say the Kennedy family hasn't made many contributions to public life -- and sacrifices, too." 
"I can literally go through all of my family and there isn't one who's not out there doing something," says Patrick Kennedy, who finds his name still holds great influence in his current work. "I've been out of office since 2011, and I can get anyone to return my call."
___
This story was first published on Nov. 21, 2023. It was updated on Nov. 27, 2023, to correct the beginning year of the Kennedy administration from 1960 to 1961. 
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Donald Trump set to testify again next month in his civil fraud trial

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Former President Donald Trump waits to take the witness stand during his civil fraud trial at New York Supreme Court, Monday, Nov. 6, 2023, in New York. (Brendan McDermid/Pool Photo via AP)]
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    [image: New York Attorney General Letitia James addresses the media outside New York Supreme Court, Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023, in New York, following proceedings in a civil fraud trial against former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After a scorching first turn on the witness stand, former president Donald Trump plans to testify again next month in his civil fraud trial, his lawyers said Monday.
He is to return Dec. 11, defense attorney Christopher Kise said. 
Trump was called to testify last time by his adversaries in the lawsuit, the New York attorney general's office. This time, the Republican 2024 presidential front-runner's own lawyers will open the questioning and can ask about a wider range of subjects than they could on cross-examination. 

    


Not that those limitations stopped Trump from lambasting the suit and defending himself and his business against Attorney General Letitia James' claims. Her lawsuit says he and his company misled lenders and insurers by giving them financial statements that greatly inflated his asset values and overall net worth. 
"I'm worth billions of dollars more than the financial statements," Trump insisted on the stand last time. "This is the opposite of fraud. ... The fraud is her." 
Now finishing its second month, the trial is putting a spotlight on the real estate empire that vaulted Trump into public life and eventually politics. He maintains that James, a Democrat, is trying to damage his campaign. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



At the heart of the case are Trump's 2014 to 2021 annual "statements of financial condition," which were used to help secure loans and other deals. 
A Trump Organization executive testified Monday that the company no longer produces such statements. 

    


The company continues to prepare various audits and other financial reports specific to some of its components, but "there is no roll-up financial statement of the company," said Mark Hawthorn, the chief operating officer of the Trump Organization's hotel arm. 
He wasn't asked why the comprehensive reports had ceased but said they are "not required by any lender, currently, or any constituency." 

    
        
    
Messages seeking comment on the matter were sent to spokespeople for the Trump Organization.
Hawthorn, a certified public accountant, has worked since 2016 for the company's Trump Hotels arm. Parent company Executive Vice President Donald Trump Jr. testified earlier that Hawthorn is functioning as the entire Trump Organization's chief financial officer, calling him "the finance guy within Trump world now" and saying the CPA "has taken on all those decisional responsibilities." 

    


But Hawthorn said that statement was wrong, that using "the word 'all' makes it incorrect." 
Hawthorn was testifying for the defense, which argues that various companies under the Trump Organization's umbrella have produced reams of financial documents "that no one had a problem with," as lawyer Clifford Robert put it.
A lawyer for James' office, Andrew Amer, stressed that the suit is about Trump's overall statements of financial condition, calling the other documents irrelevant.

    
        The Trump trials
The civil fraud case in New York is not the only legal challenge facing former President Donald Trump. Take a look at some of the other allegations.


    


Trump asserts that his wealth was understated, not overblown, on his financial statements. He also says the numbers came with disclaimers saying that they weren't audited and that others might reach different conclusions about his financial position.

    


Judge Arthur Engoron, who will decide the verdict in the non-jury trial, has already ruled that Trump and other defendants engaged in fraud. The current proceeding is to decide remaining claims of conspiracy, insurance fraud and falsifying business records. 
James wants the judge to impose over $300 million in penalties and to ban Trump from doing business in New York -- and that's on top of Engoron's pretrial order that a receiver take control of some of Trump's properties. An appeals court has frozen that order for now.
___
Associated Press writer Michael R. Sisak contributed. 
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Qatar is the go-to mediator in the Mideast war. Its unprecedented Tel Aviv trip saved a shaky truce

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Qatar's Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani listens a question with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Doha, Qatar, Friday Oct. 13, 2023. Qatar is the go-to mediator in the Israel-Hamas war. On Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, a Qatari jet landed in Israel's Ben-Gurion International Airport with an urgent task: save the cease-fire deal between Israel and Gaza's Hamas rulers. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Qatar's Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani listens a question with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Doha, Qatar, Friday Oct. 13, 2023. Qatar is the go-to mediator in the Israel-Hamas war. On Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, a Qatari jet landed in Israel's Ben-Gurion International Airport with an urgent task: save the cease-fire deal between Israel and Gaza's Hamas rulers. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The deal seemed on the verge of unraveling. Hamas had accused Israel of failing to keep its side of the bargain and Israel was threatening to resume its lethal onslaught on the Gaza Strip.
That was the point at which a Qatari jet landed at Israel's Ben-Gurion International Airport on Saturday. Negotiators aboard set to work, seeking to save the cease-fire deal between Israel and Gaza's Hamas rulers before it fell apart and scuttled weeks of high-stakes diplomatic wrangling. 
The first public visit by Qatari officials to Israel marked an extraordinary moment for the two countries, which have no official diplomatic relations. It also underscored the major role of the tiny emirate in bridging differences between the enemies.

    


"This is something we've never seen before," Yoel Guzansky, a senior fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv, said of the Qataris' stay in Israel. "It's the only external actor in the world with that much leverage on Hamas, because of its many years of support."




The weekend mission was successful, and most of the team jetted home. But several Qatari mediators stayed behind to work with Israeli intelligence officials on extending the four-day truce, which was set to end Tuesday morning, according to a diplomat briefed on the visit who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Those efforts apparently paid off, as Qatar's Foreign Ministry announced Israel and Hamas have agreed to extend their cease-fire for two more days past Monday, raising the prospects of a longer halt to the war.
With its close ties to the United States -- it hosts the largest American military base between Europe and Japan -- its communication with Israel since 1995 and its support of blockaded Gaza to the tune of what estimates suggest is more than $1 billion since 2014, Qatar is uniquely positioned to break deadlocks in the cease-fire talks, which also involve the U.S. and Egypt. 

    


"We need Qatar," Guzansky said of Israel, noting that other Arab countries increasingly have interests in Israel and are normalizing their relations. "Qatar is seen as the only player in the Arab world that is loyal to the Palestinian cause."
The emirate has hosted an overseas Hamas political office since 2012, allowing Qatar to wield some influence over the militant group's decision-makers. Top Hamas officials, including the group's supreme leader, Ismail Haniyeh, live in Qatar.
Qatar says Hamas' political office in its capital, Doha, came about at the request of U.S. officials who wanted to establish a communication channel, just as Doha had hosted Taliban offices during America's 20-year war in Afghanistan. 
Qatari officials say they are guided by a desire to reduce conflict, though their ties with a range of Islamist groups, including Hamas, the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the Taliban have drawn criticism from Israel, some U.S. lawmakers and neighboring Arab governments. 
"This is soft power on steroids, mobilized for America's interest," said Patrick Theros, a former U.S. ambassador to Qatar. "Hosting organizations which the United States cannot be seen talking to is part of this policy."

    


The wealthy Gulf Arab state with a native population of just 300,000 has leveraged its strategic location and tremendous natural gas riches to wield political influence and project soft power around the world, including as host of the 2022 World Cup.
In the Israel-Hamas hostage negotiations, Qatari mediators, joined by those from Egypt and the U.S., faced the task of getting the warring sides to put faith in diplomacy when trust was sub-zero.
Over the weekend, Hamas complained that Israel had violated the terms of their cease-fire and said the deal was in danger. Only 137 trucks with badly needed humanitarian aid made it through on Friday, the first day of the truce, and 187 on the second day, according to the U.N. Palestinian refugee agency. Israel had promised to permit 200 a day.
Qatari officials resorted to face-to-face meetings with Israeli officials to try to save the deal, according to the diplomat. A few hours with Mossad officials in Tel Aviv proved crucial on Saturday. Suddenly, the deal was back on. Hamas handed over its second batch of Israeli hostages, families in the West Bank rejoiced over another 39 women and teenagers freed from prison, and Palestinians in Gaza emerged from their shelters to search for fuel and missing family members.
Qatar's minister of state for international cooperation, Lolwah Al-Khater, became the first foreign official to visit the besieged Gaza Strip on Sunday. She used the pause in fighting to survey the disputed influx of aid, meet wounded Palestinians and talk with Wael al-Dahdouh, Gaza bureau chief of Qatari-funded Al Jazeera, who lost his wife, son and grandchild in an Israeli airstrike. The pan-Arab broadcaster, which has more cameras in Gaza than any other news outlet, has dominated Arabic coverage of the war.

    


Despite their differences, both Israel and Hamas have an interest in prolonging calm. Even as bigger questions mount over what happens after the war, a Qatari official who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of ongoing negotiations says his country stays focused on what's immediately possible, such as maintaining the cease-fire and preventing a regional war that draws in Hamas' Iranian patrons or Lebanon's Hezbollah militants. 
A steady stream of officials have passed through Doha to that end, including Iran's foreign minister, Lebanon's caretaker prime minister and the director of the CIA. 
"There is no conflict that began and ended on the battlefield," Majed al-Ansari, spokesperson for Qatar's Foreign Ministry, told The Associated Press on Monday. "Now, as hostages are being released and there are pauses in the fighting, we might be able to find a solution."
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Assailants in latest ship attack near Yemen were likely Somali, not Houthi rebels, Pentagon says

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In an undated photo released by Zodiac Maritime, the tanker Central Park is seen. Attackers seized the tanker linked to Israel off the coast of Aden, Yemen, on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, authorities said. While no group immediately claimed responsibility, it comes as at least two other maritime attacks in recent days have been linked to the Israel-Hamas war. (Zodiac Maritime via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In an undated photo released by Zodiac Maritime, the tanker Central Park is seen. Attackers seized the tanker linked to Israel off the coast of Aden, Yemen, on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, authorities said. While no group immediately claimed responsibility, it comes as at least two other maritime attacks in recent days have been linked to the Israel-Hamas war. (Zodiac Maritime via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The five armed assailants captured by U.S. forces after seizing a commercial ship near Yemen over the weekend were likely Somali and not Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, the Pentagon said Monday.
Recent attacks on commercial vessels have been conducted by Houthis, seen as part of a rise in violence in the region due to the Israel-Hamas war. 
While the Pentagon was still assessing the motives of the latest group, "we know they are not Houthi," Pentagon press secretary Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder told reporters. He didn't rule out that the rebels were somehow linked to the attack. 

    


While piracy in the region is down, this "was clearly a piracy-related event," Ryder said. 




Yemen's internationally recognized government in Aden had accused the Houthis of attacking the MV Central Park in the Gulf of Aden on Sunday. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Liberian-flagged tanker, managed by Zodiac Maritime, sent out a distress call and forces from the USS Mason, an American destroyer, responded. 
The five assailants attempted to flee in their small boats, but the U.S. forces pursued them and fired warning shots, "resulting in their eventual surrender," Ryder said. They were being held aboard the Mason, he said.
However, a little over 90 minutes later, two ballistic missiles fired from Houthi-controlled Yemen landed about 10 nautical miles (18 nautical kilometers) from the Mason. The U.S. destroyer did not engage or try to intercept the missiles because they were not deemed a threat and splashed into the water, Ryder said.
He said it was still not clear whether the ballistic missiles were aiming for the Mason. 
Ryder said there were three Chinese vessels in the area at the time but they did not respond to the Central Park's distress call. The Chinese government has not acknowledged whether it had ships in the area at the time of the attack. According to international maritime law, any ship in the vicinity is required to respond to a distress call. 
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Artist Zeng Fanzhi depicts 'zero-COVID' after a lifetime of service to the Chinese state

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, pauses during an interview at his studio in Shenzhen in southern China's Guangdong province, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, pauses during an interview at his studio in Shenzhen in southern China's Guangdong province, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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    [image: Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, paints at his studio in Shenzhen in southern China's Guangdong province, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, paints at his studio in Shenzhen in southern China's Guangdong province, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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    [image: Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, points to his art work depicting a Covid testing scene, during the Beijing art exposition in Beijing, Friday, Sept. 8, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]
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    [image: A painting by Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, depicting residents locked inside their home during the COVID lockdown, is tucked away after censors deem it "too negative" during the Beijing art exposition in Beijing, Friday, Sept. 8, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]
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    [image: An art work depicting a Covid testing scene by Zeng Fanzhi, an retired architect turned artist, is seen at the Beijing art exposition in Beijing, Friday, Sept. 8, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | An art work depicting a Covid testing scene by Zeng Fanzhi, an retired architect turned artist, is seen at the Beijing art exposition in Beijing, Friday, Sept. 8, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Artist Zeng Fanzhi depicts 'zero-COVID' after a lifetime of service to the Chinese state

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Zeng Fanzhi, a retired architect turned artist, pauses during an interview at his studio in Shenzhen in southern China's Guangdong province, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Zeng painted stark, realist portrayals of life in China under zero-COVID, saying he did so to capture a unique moment in history. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)]
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                                        SHENZHEN, China (AP) -- In one painting, a child sits, mouth wide open, as a worker in white medical garb extends a long cotton swab toward her tonsils. In another, a masked officer and medical workers stand guard in front of an apartment cordoned off with ropes and seals reading "CLOSED," as residents look on with frustration and despair.
These are some of the portraits that Zeng Fanzhi, 85, has painted to commemorate three years of China's strict "zero-COVID" controls, which sparked nationwide protests a year ago. But Zeng, a retired architect living in Shenzhen, is not a harsh critic of the measures, under which millions of people were tested, locked in apartments, or carried off to quarantine centers.
Zeng has spent much of his life in service to the Chinese state, designing monuments in Beijing's Tiananmen Square and coal plants for the Ministry of Coal. He's a member of Shenzhen's state-sponsored artist's association and his paintings feature on stamps and win prizes.

    


The artist has a different perspective from the young protesters -- one shaped by early years in China living through war and revolution, and later years witnessing decades of prosperity and growth. To Zeng, China's adherence to "zero-COVID" controls was necessary, and its people's adherence to it heroic.




Chinese leader Xi Jinping "says that artistic creation must be from 'The People's Standpoint,'" Zeng says, explaining his focus on ordinary people. "This means art should reflect the reality of people's lives. The subjects of my paintings are aligned with this direction."

    
    


    

    
        
    



___
Growing up, Zeng lived through some of the most tumultuous periods in Chinese history. Born to civil servants who fled for Chongqing, China's wartime capital in World War II, Zeng grew up moving from city to city, fleeing the invading Japanese and the Chinese civil war that followed. 
The Communist Party's victory in 1949 ended decades of strife in China, bringing some stability to the country. Zeng aspired to be an artist and took art school entrance exams in 1957, but failed twice. His parents encouraged him to study architecture instead.

    


Soon after, the founder of Communist China, Mao Zedong, launched the Great Leap Forward, an ambitious but disastrous campaign to transform the impoverished country into an industrial power. Millions starved to death, and Zeng and other students across China spent much of their time in political study sessions.
In 1962, fresh from college, Zeng was assigned to work for an architectural team in Beijing, designing stadiums and theaters around Tiananmen Square as well as the Avenue of Heavenly Peace.
A few years later, Zeng and his wife, a fellow architect, decided to move to Pingdingshan -- home to one of the largest coalfields in China, nestled among mountains in the heart of the country.
There, for 20 years, they designed coal separation plants, from coal crushers to worker's dorms.
By the 1980s, the couple was getting antsy. Mao had died and a new reformist leader, Deng Xiaoping, was in charge. China was opening up, and opportunity beckoned on the coasts. They begged to be relocated.

    


"We felt like we weren't being put to our best use, so we want to jump ship," Zeng said.
College graduates like them were in scarce supply, and jobs were easy to find. They moved to Shenzhen, an experimental economic zone located next to Hong Kong in China's south. The '90s saw China's leaders experimenting with capitalism, and Shenzhen was rapidly developing. Zeng began working at Shenzhen University, which back then was located in the distant suburbs and built among fields with muddy roads winding up to the entrance.
In the years that followed, Shenzhen boomed, and Zeng's family prospered. Millions came to Shenzhen to work in factories that exported goods to overseas markets. Zeng and his wife designed dozens of Shenzhen's apartments and office towers, which rose like reeds out of empty fields.
Newly affluent, they bought an apartment near the center of the city, while their children went overseas for study. Today, Shenzhen has more skyscrapers than New York or Tokyo.
"We've seen a lot of ups and downs in our life," says his wife, Zhao Sirong. "Shenzhen was a fledging city, and we were pioneers."

    


___
It wasn't until Zeng turned 80 that he retired from architecture. Finally, Zeng was able to pursue his true passion: painting.
Despite his old-school training, he learned his new trade in a distinctly 21st-century fashion. Day by day, he watched tutorials of master artists online.
Zeng's art is informed by socialist realism, a style he encountered growing up in Maoist China. He cites works by famed Russian realist painter Ilya Repin as inspiration, such as "Barge Haulers on the Volga," which shows 11 men dragging a barge, exhaustion on their faces. It's an unflinching depiction of backbreaking labor, the quiet heroism of ordinary people in harsh conditions.
"It left a deep impression on me," Zeng said.

    


Zeng found himself drawn to similar themes. One of his early paintings, "Life is Not Easy," portrays a migrant worker bundled in scarves, selling vegetables and shivering as snow swirls around her. 
Zhao, Zeng's wife, complains about his rigorous painting routine. Zeng drives to his studio every morning, painting till late afternoon. The octogenarian works weekends, leaving his wife with only her plants to keep her company.
"What I want from my husband is that he walks slower and stops acting like a young man," Zhao said, chuckling and sighing. "Why is he working so hard? I don't understand."
But Zhao still supports her husband's craft because she believes regular activity is key to preventing mental decline. They wonder at young people who spend their days idle, swiping endlessly on cellphone videos and whiling away their savings on outdoor games of mahjong in steamy Shenzhen.
"My life is still very fulfilling," Zeng says. "Some say painting must be tiring for you. OK, sure, but is gambling tiring for you?"
___
As the coronavirus spread, Zeng was fascinated by how it upended daily life around him.
First he painted nurses swabbing residents, then children attending online classes. Then, last year, as controls grew strict and Zeng's compound was locked down, he spent his days sitting on his balcony, painting residents locked in their complexes, guards standing sentry, and masked delivery drivers tossing groceries over fences.
"This was an unimaginable event that's never happened before in the whole world," Zeng says.
Zeng and his wife caught the virus last winter, when controls were abruptly lifted. Though his wife recovered quickly, Zeng spent weeks recuperating. Across China, hundreds of thousands perished as the infected overran hospitals and medication ran out of stock.
"We were all infected," Zhao said. "We struggled through the past three years, and then things suddenly opened up. We weren't psychologically prepared."
Despite the pandemic's historic nature, few depictions of the era exist in China outside official exhibits and state television glorifying the government's role in combatting the virus. Under Xi, the state has tightened controls on artist expression, leading to an exodus of artistic talent abroad.
At a Beijing art exposition this fall, one of Zeng's paintings was tucked away behind a column. The censors, he said, deemed it too negative, as it depicted sprawling residents locked inside their homes.
"We couldn't put it on display," he said with a chuckle, walking out of his booth and gesturing to the painting.
But Zeng sees his art as commemoration, not criticism. He lived through a "great historical event," he says, and he sees his artwork as an observation honoring all the sacrifice and difficulty endured by ordinary people.
For Zeng and Zhao, their government benefits -- including public medical care, subsidized food, free public transit, and a pension of 10,000 yuan ($1,400) a month -- is well beyond what they imagined having when they were younger, growing up in a China scarred by war.
"We understand the country's measures," Zhao says. "We all feel that on the whole, our policy was correct, because if we reopened too early, it could have been like the United States, where the death rate was very high."
Today, Zeng is hard at work on a new series portraying Chinese leader Xi Jinping, which he hopes will serve as positive "political promotion". His latest depicts Xi sitting humbly among villagers. He calls it, "Chairman Xi Taking Us on the Road to Prosperity."
"My work can play a role in promoting the superiority of our distinctive socialist system," Zeng says. "Our current era is a great era, and I want to paint paintings that capture this era."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/zerocovid-china-artist-zeng-fanzhi-censorship-06613c932427765f81bcede588b44616
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President Joe Biden plans to skip U.N. climate talks beginning this week in Dubai

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden plans to skip the annual climate talks in Dubai this week, an event that is expected to draw heads of state and diplomats from roughly 200 nations and the Vatican. He has attended twice before.
The White House said it was sending a climate team, including Special Envoy John Kerry, climate adviser Ali Zaidi and clean energy adviser John Podesta.
"Although we don't have any travel updates to share for the president at this time, the administration looks forward to a robust and productive COP28," said White House spokesman Angelo Fernandez Hernandez, adding that Biden's team would continue to build on the administration actions "to tackle the climate crisis." 

    


Biden had also pledged to visit Africa before the end of the year, but that trip doesn't appear to be happening, either. The White House offered no reasons, but the president has been deeply engaged in both the war in Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas conflict, as well as domestic battles with Congress over government funding.




The two-week COP28 conference begins Thursday and is convened annually by the United Nations. COP stands for "Conference of the Parties" -- the nations that agreed to a climate change framework drafted by the U.N. in 1992. It's been held 28 times, so this year it's called "COP28."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Countries that signed the agreement promise to work to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions and prevent "dangerous" human interference with the climate system. Their goal is to move the globe off fossil fuels that are pushing up Earth's temperatures.
This year the United Arab Emirates, the world's fifth-largest oil producer, is hosting the climate talks. The conflicts in Eastern Europe and the Middle East could make cooperation between the nations even more difficult.
And Sultan al-Jaber was appointed as the president-designate, a decision roundly criticized by climate activists because he serves as the CEO of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co., which is seeking to boost its production of carbon-emitting crude oil and natural gas.

    


Biden has called climate change the "ultimate threat to humanity." 
Earlier this month, he released an assessment on the state of climate change in America and said the issue was impacting all regions in the U.S. "Not just some, all," he said. "Anyone who willfully denies the impact of climate change is condemning the American people to a very dangerous future," he said.
Under his tenure, the U.S. passed the Inflation Reduction Act, America's most significant response to climate change, and pushed toward more clean energy manufacturing. The act aims to spur clean energy on a scale that will bend the arc of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/climate-cop28-biden-climate-change-fossil-fuels-ab76a0325549b8b15b453361b2ca43b8
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Ukraine has a new way to get its grain to the world despite Russia's threat in the Black Sea

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: An overhead view of silos at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | An overhead view of silos at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A worker walks in the area where trucks are unloading grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | A worker walks in the area where trucks are unloading grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Birds fly around a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | Birds fly around a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A farmer loads grain into a truck near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | A farmer loads grain into a truck near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A worker stands on a train, loaded with grain, at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | A worker stands on a train, loaded with grain, at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Workers load grain into a railway car at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Workers load grain into a railway car at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Silos filled with grain are seen at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | Silos filled with grain are seen at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A farmer operates a tractor at a cornfield in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | A farmer operates a tractor at a cornfield in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Grain is unloaded from plastic silo bags at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Grain is unloaded from plastic silo bags at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: An employee walks in a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | An employee walks in a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: An employee takes a sample of seeds for lab analysis before the loaded truck can enter and unload at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | An employee takes a sample of seeds for lab analysis before the loaded truck can enter and unload at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A general view of silos filled of grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | A general view of silos filled of grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Tractors used for harvesting are seen parked on a cornfield near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023.A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. The company stores the harvest in warehouses and doesn't send grains for export to Odesa's ports due to the high risk of Russian strikes there. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | Tractors used for harvesting are seen parked on a cornfield near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023.A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. The company stores the harvest in warehouses and doesn't send grains for export to Odesa's ports due to the high risk of Russian strikes there. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: An overhead view of plastic silo bags filled with grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | An overhead view of plastic silo bags filled with grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: An overhead view of silos at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | An overhead view of silos at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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An overhead view of silos at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A worker walks in the area where trucks are unloading grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | A worker walks in the area where trucks are unloading grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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A worker walks in the area where trucks are unloading grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Birds fly around a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | Birds fly around a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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Birds fly around a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A farmer loads grain into a truck near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | A farmer loads grain into a truck near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 14
A farmer loads grain into a truck near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: A worker stands on a train, loaded with grain, at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | A worker stands on a train, loaded with grain, at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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A worker stands on a train, loaded with grain, at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Workers load grain into a railway car at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Workers load grain into a railway car at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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Workers load grain into a railway car at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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    [image: Silos filled with grain are seen at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: A farmer operates a tractor at a cornfield in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: Grain is unloaded from plastic silo bags at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: An employee walks in a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: An employee takes a sample of seeds for lab analysis before the loaded truck can enter and unload at a grain handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: A general view of silos filled of grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: Tractors used for harvesting are seen parked on a cornfield near the frontline in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023.A local agricultural company operating just a few kilometers from the border with Russia continues to grow grains despite facing dangers of shelling and mines. The company stores the harvest in warehouses and doesn't send grains for export to Odesa's ports due to the high risk of Russian strikes there. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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    [image: An overhead view of plastic silo bags filled with grain at a handling and storage facility in central Ukraine, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. In recent months, an increasing amount of grain has been unloaded from overcrowded silos and is heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Grain thunders into rail cars and trucks zip around a storage facility in central Ukraine, a place that growing numbers of companies turned to as they struggled to export their food to people facing hunger around the world.
Now, more of the grain is getting unloaded from overcrammed silos and heading to ports on the Black Sea, set to traverse a fledgling shipping corridor launched after Russia pulled out of a U.N.-brokered agreement this summer that allowed food to flow safely from Ukraine during the war.
"It was tight, but we kept working ... we sought how to accept every ton of products needed for our partners," facility general director Roman Andreikiv said about the end of the grain deal in July. Ukraine's new corridor, protected by the military, has now allowed him to "free up warehouse space and increase activity."

    


Growing numbers of ships are streaming toward Ukraine's Black Sea ports and heading out loaded with grain, metals and other cargo despite the threat of attack and floating explosive mines. It's giving a boost to Ukraine's agriculture-dependent economy and bringing back a key source of wheat, corn, barley, sunflower oil and other affordable food products for parts of Africa, the Middle East and Asia where local prices have risen and food insecurity is growing.




"We are seeing renewed confidence among commercial operators keen to take Ukrainian grain cargoes," said Munro Anderson, head of operations for Vessel Protect, which assesses war risks at sea and provides insurance with backing from Lloyd's, whose members make up the world's largest insurance marketplace.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Ihor Osmachko, general director of Agroprosperis Group, one of Ukraine's biggest agricultural producers and exporters, says he's feeling "more optimistic than two months ago."
"At that time, it was completely unclear how to survive," he said.

    


Since the company's first vessel departed in mid-September, it says it has shipped more than 300,000 metric tons of grain to Egypt, Spain, China, Bangladesh, the Netherlands, Tunisia and Turkey.
After ending the agreement brokered by the U.N. and Turkey, Russia has attacked Ukraine's Black Sea ports -- a vital connection to global trade -- and grain infrastructure, destroying enough food to feed over 1 million people for a year, the U.K. government said.
The risk to vessels is the main hurdle for the new shipping corridor. Russia, whose officials haven't commented on the corridor, warned this summer that ships heading to Ukraine's Black Sea ports would be assumed to be carrying weapons.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that allies had agreed to provide ships to help his country protect commercial vessels in the Black Sea but that more air defense systems were needed.
"Air defense is in short supply," he told reporters Saturday at an international food security summit in Kyiv. "But what's important is that we have agreements, we have a positive signal and the corridor is operational."

    


While a deadly missile strike on the port of Odesa hit a Liberian-flagged commercial ship this month, not long afterward, insurers, brokers and banks teamed up with the Ukrainian government to announce affordable coverage for Black Sea grain shipments, offering shippers peace of mind.
Despite such attacks, Ukraine has exported over 5.6 million metric tons of grain and other products through the new corridor, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget Brink tweeted Friday. Before the war, it was nearly double that per month, Ukrainian Deputy Economy Minister Taras Kachka said.
"The way that they're transporting right now, it's certainly much more expensive and time consuming," said Kelly Goughary, a senior research analyst at agriculture data and analytics firm Gro Intelligence. 
"But they are getting product out the door, which is better than I think many were anticipating with the grain initiative coming to an end," she said.
Farmers also are facing low prices for their grain, which makes sending trucks to Odesa's often-attacked port not worth the risk for one agricultural company near the front line.

    


Instead, Slavhorod, which farms near the border with Russia in the Sumy province that faces daily shelling, has chosen to store its peas, wheat, soybeans, sunflower and corn in warehouses.
There's risk in keeping the 3,500-hectare (8,650-acre) farm running at all: Signs warned of explosive mines near where workers were collecting corn in a field 3 kilometers (nearly 2 miles) from Russia.
But "who, if not us? It's the only industry that brings some income to the country," said Slavhorod's chief agronomist, Oleksandr Kubrakov, who survived driving over a mine last year.
But it's becoming increasingly challenging to maintain morale.
"This year, there is less enthusiasm because grain prices are low, the product remains near the border and at any moment" it could be destroyed, he said. "It's a big risk."

    


Since the war started, Ukraine has struggled to get its food supplies to countries in need. Even during the yearlong U.N. deal, when Ukraine shipped nearly 33 million metric tons of food, Russia was accused of slowing down ship inspections required to be done by all sides.
"That corridor worked in an unpredictable way for us," said Mykola Horbachov, president of the Ukrainian Grain Association.
Now, the Ukrainian military decides when it's safe to sail. 
"This may incur additional costs, but it is still more predictable than it was before," Horbachov said.
Osmachko of Agroprosperis Group agrees. Before the invasion, the exporter paid $50 per metric ton to ship grain through the Black Sea. Alternatives since the war -- including river routes through Europe -- cost the company nearly three times more, Osmachko said. Under Ukraine's new corridor, the company pays $70 to 80 per metric ton.
"It's more efficient, more profitable," he said.
Plus, Ukraine's shipping corridor allows vessels to travel less in dangerous areas compared with the grain deal and avoid those often-delayed inspections, said Anderson of Vessel Protect.
Agroprosperis Group no longer needs to pay for ships to wait around. Inspection delays cost the company $30 million in losses during the yearlong grain deal, Osmachko said.
While the delays are gone, there still "is military risk, safety risk, war risk. And not all of the insurance companies are ready to take this risk," Osmachko said.
To ease that hurdle, an insurance program launched this month to provide affordable coverage to shippers carrying food from Ukraine's Black Sea ports. The partnership between insurance broker Marsh McLennan, Lloyd's, two Ukrainian state banks and the government offers up to $50 million for each of two types of coverage protecting against damage and other losses.
In another boost, a humanitarian program was extended Saturday that donates Ukrainian grain to nations facing food shortages with support from countries worldwide. Next, it will bring enough grain to help nearly 400,000 people in Nigeria, Zelenskyy said.
The goal for the new shipping corridor is to export at least 6 million metric tons of grain a month, Ukrainian Agriculture Minister Mykola Solskyi said. It has a lot of work to do: Ukraine exported 4.3 million metric tons of grain in October through all routes, the ministry said.
"We maintain cautious optimism, based on the fact that we have been fighting before and will continue to fight further," he said.
___
Bonnell reported from London.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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US Navy seizes attackers who held Israel-linked tanker. Missiles from rebel-controlled Yemen follow

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In an undated photo released by Zodiac Maritime, the tanker Central Park is seen. Attackers seized the tanker linked to Israel off the coast of Aden, Yemen, on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, authorities said. While no group immediately claimed responsibility, it comes as at least two other maritime attacks in recent days have been linked to the Israel-Hamas war. (Zodiac Maritime via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Armed assailants seized and later let go of a tanker linked to Israel off the coast of Yemen on Sunday before being apprehended by the United States Navy, officials said. Two ballistic missiles fired from Houthi-controlled Yemen then landed near a U.S. warship aiding the tanker in the Gulf of Aden, raising the stakes amid a series of ship attacks linked to the Israel-Hamas war.
Yemen's internationally recognized government blamed the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels for the attack, though the rebels in control of the capital, Sanaa, did not acknowledge either the seizure or the missile attack. 
The attackers seized the Liberian-flagged Central Park, managed by Zodiac Maritime, in the Gulf of Aden, the company, the U.S. and British militaries and private intelligence firm Ambrey said. 

    






The U.S. military's Central Command said in a statement early Monday that its forces and allies, including the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Mason, responded to the seizure and demanded the armed assailants release the tanker. 
"Subsequently, five armed individuals debarked the ship and attempted to flee via their small boat," Central Command said. "The Mason pursued the attackers resulting in their eventual surrender."

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Central Command did not identify the attackers, but said a missile launch from Houthi-controlled Yemen followed early Monday morning.
"The missiles landed in the Gulf of Aden approximately 10 nautical miles (18.5 kilometers) from the ships," the statement said. "The USS Mason ... was concluding its response to the M/V Central Park distress call at the time of the missile launches. There was no damage or reported injuries from either vessel during this incident."

    


Early Monday morning, Zodiac said the vessel carrying phosphoric acid and its crew of 22 sailors from Bulgaria, Georgia, India, the Philippines, Russia, Turkey and Vietnam were unharmed.
"We would like to thank the coalition forces who responded quickly, protecting assets in the area and upholding international maritime law," the company said. 
Zodiac described the vessel as being owned by Clumvez Shipping Inc., though other records directly linked Zodiac as the owner. London-based Zodiac Maritime is part of Israeli billionaire Eyal Ofer's Zodiac Group. British corporate records listed two men with the last name Ofer as a current and former director of Clumvez Shipping, including Daniel Guy Ofer, who is also a director at Zodiac Maritime. 
Yemen's internationally recognized government, which is based out of nearby Aden, blamed the rebels for the seizure in a statement carried by their state-run news agency.
"The Yemeni government has renewed its denunciation of the acts of maritime piracy carried out by the terrorist Houthi militias with the support of the Iranian regime, the most recent of which was the hijacking of the Central Park," the statement read. 

    


The attack happened in a part of the Gulf of Aden that is in theory under the control of that government's forces and is fairly distant from Houthi-controlled territory in the country. Somali pirates are not known to operate in that area.
Zodiac Maritime has been targeted previously amid a wider yearslong shadow war between Iran and Israel. In 2021, a drone attack assessed by the U.S. and other Western nations to have been carried out by Iran killed two crew members aboard Zodiac's oil tanker Mercer Street off the coast of Oman. 
The British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations, which provides warnings to sailors in the Middle East, had earlier issued a warning to sailors that "two black-and-white craft carrying eight persons in military-style clothing" had been seen in the area. 
The UKMTO put the Central Park's location over 60 kilometers (35 miles) south of Yemen's coast, some 80 kilometers (50 miles) east of Djibouti and around 110 kilometers (70 miles) northeast of Somalia in the Gulf of Aden, a key shipping route. 
The Central Park seizure comes after a container ship, CMA CGM Symi, owned by another Israeli billionaire, came under attack Friday by a suspected Iranian drone in the Indian Ocean. Iran has not acknowledged carrying out the attack, nor did it respond to questions from The Associated Press about that assault. 

    


Both the Symi and the Central Park had been behaving as if they faced a threat in recent days.
The ships had switched off their Automatic Identification System trackers, according to data from MarineTraffic.com analyzed by the AP. Ships are supposed to keep their AIS active for safety reasons, but crews will turn them off if it appears they might be targeted. In the Central Park's case, the vessel had last transmitted four days ago after it left the Suez Canal heading south into the Red Sea. 
Global shipping had increasingly been targeted as the Israel-Hamas war threatens to become a wider regional conflict -- even as a truce has halted fighting and Hamas exchanges hostages for Palestinian prisoners held by Israel. 
Earlier in November, the Houthis seized a vehicle transport ship also linked to Israel in the Red Sea off Yemen. The rebels still hold the vessel off the port city of Hodeida.
However, the Houthis had not directly targeted the Americans for some time, further raising the stakes in the growing maritime conflict. In 2016, the U.S. launched Tomahawk cruise missiles that destroyed three coastal radar sites in Houthi-controlled territory to retaliate for missiles being fired at U.S. Navy ships, including the USS Mason, at the time.

    


Meanwhile on Sunday, the American aircraft carrier USS Eisenhower traveled through the Strait of Hormuz and entered the Persian Gulf, the U.S. military said. The Eisenhower was accompanied by the guided-missile cruiser USS Philippine Sea, the guided-missile destroyers USS Gravely and the USS Stethem and the French frigate Languedoc.
___
Associated Press writer Tara Copp in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Court document claims Meta knowingly designed its platforms to hook kids, reports say

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Attendees visit the Meta booth at the Game Developers Conference 2023 in San Francisco on March 22, 2023. Facebook parent Meta Platforms deliberately engineered its social platforms to hook kids and knew -- but never disclosed -- that it had received millions of complaints about underage users on Instagram but only disabled a fraction of those accounts, according to a newly unsealed legal complaint described in reports from the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Facebook parent Meta Platforms deliberately engineered its social platforms to hook kids and knew -- but never disclosed -- it had received millions of complaints about underage users on Instagram but only disabled a fraction of those accounts, according to a newly unsealed legal complaint described in reports from The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times. 
The complaint, originally made public in redacted form, was the opening salvo in a lawsuit filed in late October by the attorneys general of 33 states. 
Company documents cited in the complaint described several Meta officials acknowledging the company designed its products to exploit shortcomings in youthful psychology such as impulsive behavior, susceptibility to peer pressure and the underestimation of risks, according to the reports. 

    


Others acknowledged Facebook and Instagram also were popular with children under age 13 who, per company policy, were not allowed to use the service.

    
        
    
Meta said in a statement to The Associated Press that the complaint misrepresents its work over the past decade to make the online experience safe for teens, noting it has "over 30 tools to support them and their parents." 

    
    


    

    
        
    



With respect to barring younger users from the service, Meta argued age verification is a "complex industry challenge."
Instead, Meta said it favors shifting the burden of policing underage usage to app stores and parents, specifically by supporting federal legislation that would require app stores to obtain parental approval whenever youths under 16 download apps.

    


One Facebook safety executive alluded to the possibility that cracking down on younger users might hurt the company's business in a 2019 email, according to the Journal report. 
But a year later, the same executive expressed frustration that while Facebook readily studied the usage of underage users for business reasons, it didn't show the same enthusiasm for ways to identify younger kids and remove them from its platforms, the Journal reported.
The complaint noted that at times Meta has a backlog of up to 2.5 million accounts of younger children awaiting action, according to the newspaper reports.
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Jalen Hurts runs for winning TD in overtime, Eagles rally past Josh Allen, Bills 37-34

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts celebrates after scoring the game winning touchdown against the Buffalo Bills during overtime in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Jalen Hurts walked off the Linc field with his arms extended in celebration as the Eagles crowd -- which had booed the team off the field at halftime -- went wild in appreciation for one more comeback, one more series of stupefying plays their franchise QB has made routine.
Consider one in the fourth quarter, when Hurts rolled to his left and almost seemed out of options. He stopped, spotted Olamide Zaccheaus through a crowd of defenders and threw a pass on the money for a go-ahead score.
Or even the winner, a designed run from a QB who played through a bruised knee this season and yet still dashed virtually untouched for a TD -- oh, only his fifth scoring play of the game.

    


"He made a lot of really clutch plays in that second half," Philadelphia coach Nick Sirianni said. "Then the big one, obviously, at the end."




Obviously, yes. It was Hurts, after all. He zipped into the end zone from 12 yards out with 2:37 left in overtime, and the Eagles beat the Buffalo Bills 37-34 on a cold, rainy Sunday.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Hurts threw for three touchdowns and ran for two more, outdueling Buffalo's Josh Allen while rallying the Eagles from a 17-7 halftime deficit for the second straight game.
"You know he's clutch," Sirianni said. "He's been clutch for us, clutch for this city and clutch for this team for the last three years now. He just kept going, put his head down and worked."
Hurts needed some help, though. Philadelphia's Jake Elliott tied the game with a 59-yard field goal in swirling wind with 20 seconds remaining.

    


"Given the conditions, that was probably the toughest one I had to hit," Elliott said.
The Bills (6-6) still had 20 seconds left and a chance to at least try a desperation heave or a quick play to set up a field goal try. Coach Sean McDermott instead elected to have Allen take a knee.
After the Bills went ahead with a field goal on the first possession of OT, Hurts scooted for the score that made the Eagles the only 10-1 team in the NFL.
He hit DeVonta Smith for 17- and 11-yard receptions in OT, and D'Andre Swift had a 16-yard run to help set up the walk-off TD.
"As far as the standard I'd like to play, enough is never enough," Hurts said.

    


The Eagles trailed by 10 at the half, 10 in the third quarter and by three points late in regulation and early in OT.
"We found a way at the end and made it happen," Hurts said.
Allen threw for 339 yards and two touchdowns and ran for 81 yards and two scores for the Bills, who are in danger of missing the playoffs after winning the AFC East the past three years. But he was intercepted in the fourth quarter by James Bradbury, setting up Hurts' 29-yard TD pass to Zaccheaus for a 28-24 Philly lead.
Allen used a 15-yard scramble and a 15-yard roughing the passer penalty on the first drive of OT to put the Bills in position for the win. Tyler Bass -- who had missed two field goals -- nailed the go-ahead kick from 40 yards with 5:52 left in the extra period.
Hurts finished 18 of 31 for 200 yards with an interception in a matchup of two of the NFL's most dynamic QBs. He also rushed 14 times for 65 yards.

    


Hurts played a miserable first half, throwing for 33 yards while the Eagles had 99 yards overall. 
"It couldn't have been much worse of a first half," Sirianni said. "That was an offensive explosion in the second half. It had to be."
The MVP candidate rallied his team, just as he did a week earlier at Kansas City. Hurts connected with A.J. Brown from 3 yards and Smith from 10 yards to get Philly back into the game.
"The difference is, I think it's the mindset," Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham said. "It's not like, 'Oh, Jalen threw a pick.' We don't feel that. Whatever it is, don't complain about it, go do something about it."
Given a short field after Allen's pick, the Eagles faced third-and-15. Hurts rolled left and connected with Zaccheaus, who used two hands and hugged the ball against his chest as he fell toward the back of the end zone.

    


"We kind of locked eyes a little bit," Zaccheaus said. "When I scrambled, I could kind of see him looking toward where I should be running."
Smith finished with seven catches for 106 yards, and Swift ran for 80 yards on 14 carries. Gabe Davis had six receptions for 105 yards and a TD for Buffalo.
The Bills finished with 505 total yards and 13 third-down conversions.
"They're defending NFC champs for a reason," Allen said. "They made plays tonight and they made enough to win the game."
INJURIES
Eagles: RT Lane Johnson was inactive with a groin injury. ... DE Fletcher Cox also suffered a groin injury.
KICKER'S BLUES
Bass had a field goal attempt blocked late in the first half and missed a 48-yarder early in the third.
RECORD SETTER
Graham set a team record by playing in his 189th career regular-season game. Kicker David Akers held the mark at 188 games.
UP NEXT
The Bills have a bye before playing at Kansas City on Dec. 10.
The Eagles host San Francisco next Sunday in an NFC championship game rematch.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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    [image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, center, talks with with Governor-General Dame Cindy Kiro during the swearing-in ceremony at Government House in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Luxon, the 53-year-old former businessman, was officially sworn in as New Zealand's 42nd prime minister on Monday, and said his top priority was to improve the economy. (Mark Mitchell/New Zealand Herald via AP)]
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Christopher Luxon was sworn in as New Zealand's prime minister on Monday and said his top priority was to improve the economy.
The 53-year-old former businessman leads a conservative coalition after his National Party struck a deal Friday with two smaller parties following a general election last month.
After the swearing-in ceremony, which was presided over by Governor-General Cindy Kiro, Luxon told reporters the job was an "awesome responsibility."

    


He said he would hold his first Cabinet meeting Tuesday and look to quickly finalize a 100-day plan. He said he also planned a visit to Australia before Christmas Day.




Luxon said he needed to get a Treasury briefing on the state of the government's finances.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"We are concerned and worried that it's been a deteriorating picture for a number of months now," Luxon said.
Under the coalition agreement, Luxon has promised to deliver tax cuts and train 500 more police officers within two years. 

    


He has also promised less government bureaucracy, including a 6.5% cut to the public service. 
Luxon said it would be up to ministry chief executives to figure out how to make the cuts, whether by stopping programs, not filling vacancies or laying off some workers.
The new government also plans to repeal tobacco restrictions approved last year by the previous government, including requirements for low nicotine levels in cigarettes, fewer retailers and a lifetime ban for youth.
Luxon said his government disagreed with parts of the policy, including concentrating distribution. He said smoking rates had been coming down for 30 years. 
"We will continue to make sure we have good education programs and encourage people to take up vapes as a cessation tool," Luxon said.

    


But critics said the plan was a setback for public health and a win for the tobacco industry.
Chris Hipkins, who officially resigned as the nation's 41st prime minister early Monday, said he wished Luxon and his coalition partners well. He said the country had been through tough times but the economy was turning a corner.
Hipkins, who held the top job for 10 months after Jacinda Ardern unexpectedly resigned in January, plans to remain in Parliament as opposition leader. 
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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Schools in Portland, Oregon, reach tentative deal with teachers union after nearly month-long strike

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Teachers and their supporters hold signs, chant and rally the crowd with bullhorns on the first day of a teacher's strike in Portland, Ore., on Nov. 1, 2023. Portland Public Schools said late Sunday, Nov. 26, it had reached a tentative deal with the teachers' union that will send the district's roughly 45,000 students back to class Monday after nearly a month without classes. (AP Photo/Claire Rush, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Portland Public Schools Superintendent Guadalupe Guerrero holds a news conference in Portland, Ore., on Nov. 1, 2023, to address the first day of a teacher's strike. Portland Public Schools said late Sunday, Nov. 26, it had reached a tentative deal with the teachers' union that will send the district's roughly 45,000 students back to class Monday after nearly a month without classes. (AP Photo/Claire Rush, File)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Oregon's largest school district said late Sunday it had reached a tentative agreement with its teachers union and roughly 45,000 students would be back in school Monday after more than three weeks without classes. 
The agreement must still be voted on by teachers who have been on the picket line since Nov. 1 over issues of pay, class sizes and planning time. It must also be approved by the school board, but the union agreed that classes could resume while those votes go forward. Portland Public Schools students missed 11 days of school before the district began its weeklong Thanksgiving break. 
"We are relieved to have our students returning to school and know that being out of school for the last three weeks -- missing classmates, teachers and learning -- has been hard for everyone," Superintendent Guadalupe Guerrero said in a statement.

    


The teachers' union said the tentative deal was a big win for teachers and students alike in areas of classroom size, teachers salaries, health and safety and mental health supports for children still struggling from the pandemic. Students will make up missed school days by cutting a week off winter break and adding days in the new year.




"This contract is a watershed moment for Portland students, families, and educators" said Portland Teachers Association President Angela Bonilla. "Educators have secured improvements on all our key issues. ... Educators walked picket lines alongside families, students, and allies - and because of that, our schools are getting the added investment they need."

    
    


    

    
        
    



The deal would provide educators with a 13.8% cumulative cost-of-living increase over the next three years and about half of all educators would earn an extra 10.6% from yearly step increases, PPS said. The agreement would also add classroom time for elementary and middle grades starting next year and increase teacher planning time by 90 minutes each week for elementary and middle-aged classrooms.
The district would also triple the number of team members dedicated to supporting students' mental and emotional health.

    


Students last attended school on Halloween.
Many parents were supportive of the striking teachers, but as the school closures dragged on, some raised concerns about learning loss among students, especially after the long school closures during the COVID-19 pandemic. There was no online instruction during the strike. 
Tensions escalated as talks continued during the Thanksgiving break, with teachers marching on Tuesday across a major bridge and stopping rush-hour traffic for about 15 minutes. One school board member's rental property was vandalized and another had posters taped to his car, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported.
Even celebrities, including several actors who portray beleaguered and underfunded teachers on ABC's hit comedy show "Abbott Elementary," posted videos of support on the teachers union's Facebook.
The Portland Association of Teachers, which represents more than 4,000 educators, said it was the first teachers strike in the school district. The union has been bargaining with the district for months for a new contract after its previous one expired in June.

    


Teachers were angry about growing class sizes, lack of classroom support and planning time, and salaries that haven't kept up with inflation. The annual base salary in the district starts at roughly $50,000.
Portland Public Schools repeatedly said it didn't have the money to meet the union's demands. Oregon lawmakers approved in June a record $10.2 billion K-12 budget for the next two years, but school district representatives said that wasn't enough. Earlier this month, some state lawmakers held a news conference on the steps of the state Capitol to urge a resolution.
The district urged voters in its statement to press state lawmakers for better school funding and said it would have to make budget cuts to afford the concessions to the teachers' union.
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Irregular meals, benches as beds. As freed hostages return to Israel, details of captivity emerge

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This handout photo provided by Haim Zach/GPO shows Sharon Hertzman, right, hugging a relative as they reunite at Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan, Israel, Saturday Nov. 25, 2023. Sharon Hertzman and her daughter Noam, 12 years old, not pictured, were released by Hamas after being held as hostages in Gaza for 50 days. (Haim Zach/GPO/Handout via AP)]
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    [image: Ruth Munder, a released Israeli hostage, walks with an Israeli soldier shortly after her arrival in Israel on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A four-day cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war began in Gaza on Friday with an exchange of hostages and prisoners. (IDF via AP)]
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    [image: This handout photo provided by the Israel Prime Minister Office shows Yahel Shoham, 3 years old, upon her arrival in Israel after being freed. Yahel was one of the 13 Israeli hostages that Hamas released late Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in the second round of swaps under a cease-fire deal. (Israel Prime Minister Office/Handout via AP)]
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    [image: Released Israeli hostage Ohad Munder (9) sits inside an Israeli military helicopter, shortly after arrival in Israel on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. A four-day cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war began in Gaza on Friday with an exchange of hostages and prisoners. (IDF via AP)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Plastic chairs as beds. Meals of bread and rice. Hours spent waiting for the bathroom. As former hostages return to Israel after seven weeks of Hamas captivity, information about the conditions of their confinement has emerged.
The 58 hostages freed under a cease-fire deal over the past three days have largely stayed out of the public eye, with most still in hospitals.
Nearly two months after Hamas militants dragged them into Gaza during a bloody cross-border attack on Israel that also killed 1,200 people, most freed hostages appear to be in stable physical condition. 

    


Information about the conditions of their captivity has been tightly controlled, but family members of the released hostages have begun to share details about their loved ones' experiences. 




Merav Raviv, whose three relatives were released by Hamas on Friday, said they had been fed irregularly and had eaten mainly rice and bread. She said her cousin and aunt, Keren and Ruth Munder, had each lost around 7 kilograms (15 pounds) in just 50 days. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Raviv said she'd heard from her freed family members that they had slept on rows of chairs pushed together in a room that looked like a reception area. They said they sometimes had to wait hours before going to the bathroom.
Adva Adar, the grandchild of 85-year-old released hostage Yaffa Adar, said her grandmother had also lost weight.

    


"She counted the days of her captivity," Adar said. "She came back and she said, 'I know that I've been there for 50 days.'"
Adar said that her grandmother was taken captive convinced that her family members were dead, only to emerge to the news that they had survived. Still, her release was bittersweet: She also found out that her house had been ravaged by militants. 
"For an 85-year-old woman, usually you have your house where you raised your kids, you have your memories, your photo albums, your clothes," said Adar. "She has nothing, and in her old age she needs to start over. She mentioned that it is tough for her."
In the 50 days since the hostages were taken captive, Israel has devastated the Gaza Strip with a ground and air offensive that has killed at least 13,300 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry in the Hamas-ruled territory. Under the current four-day cease-fire, Hamas has agreed to release a total of 50 Israeli hostages in exchange for Israel releasing 150 Palestinian security prisoners and ramping up aid to the pummeled enclave. 
Eighteen foreign nationals, mostly Thais, have also been released.

    


Eleven more hostages are set to be released Monday on the last day of the cease-fire, leaving close to 180 hostages in the Gaza Strip. Israeli authorities have said that they are willing to extend the truce one day for every 10 hostages released by Hamas.
The fullest image yet of life under Hamas captivity was conjured by 85-year-old Yocheved Lipschitz, a hostage who was freed before the current cease-fire. Upon her release, Lipschitz said she had been held in tunnels which stretched under Gaza "like a spider web." She said her captors "told us they are people who believe in the Quran and wouldn't hurt us."
Lifshitz said captives were treated well and received medical care, including medication. The guards kept conditions clean, she said. Hostages were given one meal a day of cheese, cucumber and pita, she said, adding that her captors ate the same. 
The recently freed hostages also appeared to have been held underground. Eyal Nouri, the nephew of Adina Moshe, 72, who was freed on Friday, said his aunt "had to adjust to the sunlight" because she had been in darkness for weeks. 
"She was in complete darkness," said Nouri. "She was walking with her eyes down because she was in a tunnel. She was not used to the daylight. And during her captivity, she was disconnected ... from all the outside world."

    


Nouri said that Moshe didn't know that she was going to be released until the last moment. 
"Until she saw the Red Cross," he said. "This is the moment when she realized, okay, these horrifying seven weeks are over."
She emerged to the news that her husband had been killed by the militants and her son's family had miraculously survived. 
Doctors have warned of the steep psychological toll of captivity. Israel has made counseling and other support available to those who have been released.
But most of the freed hostages have appeared to be in good physical condition, able to walk and speak normally. 

    


But at least two needed more serious medical care. One hostage released Sunday, 84-year-old Alma Abraham, was rushed to Israel's Soroka Medical Center in the southern city of Beersheba in life-threatening condition. 
The hospital's director said she had a pre-existing condition that had not been treated properly in captivity. Another young female hostage was on crutches in a video Hamas released Saturday. The girl grimaced at her captors as she entered a Red Cross vehicle bringing her out of the besieged enclave. 
Yair Rotem, whose 12-year-old niece, Hila Rotem-Shoshani, was released Sunday, said he had to keep reminding her she didn't need to whisper.
"They always told them to whisper and stay quiet, so I keep telling her now she can raise her voice," said Rotem. He added that Hila, who will celebrate her 13th birthday on Monday, slept well during her first night back in Israel and has an appetite.
Ohad Munder, Raviv's nephew, was surrounded by friends soon after his release, as they celebrated his 9th birthday a month late with ice cream and pizza in a hospital ward. 
Ohad's friend, Eitan Vilchik, told Israel's Channel 13 that his friend was "emotionally strong" and already able to answer their questions about what he ate and what happened to him while he was in captivity. But Ohad's friends refused to share details, saying they wanted to respect his privacy.
Vilchik said teachers have canceled Munder's homework requirements but his friends will help him make up the subjects he missed in school.
He said Ohad was still able to solve a Rubik's cube in less than a minute.
___
Associated Press writer Melanie Lidman contributed reporting from Jerusalem. 
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Global power couple, best friends and life mates: Inside the bond between Rosalynn and Jimmy Carter

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Visitors flocked to the Carter Presidential Museum and Library in Atlanta Monday to pay their respects to Rosalynn Carter. The former first lady died Sunday at the age of 96. (Nov. 20) (AP Video: Sharon Johnson)
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            Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter: The Partnership

        
        
            Married since 1946 -- longer than any other first couple -- Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter's partnership endured from Georgia, to the White House and beyond. (Nov. 19) (Video production: Mike Pesoli)
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    [image: FILE - President-elect Jimmy Carter, left, with his wife, Rosalynn Carter, Dec. 3, 1976. Rosalynn Carter, the closest adviser to Jimmy Carter during his one term as U.S. president and their four decades thereafter as global humanitarians, died Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. She was 96. (AP Photo/Charles Harrity, File)]
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            Rosalynn Carter, outspoken former US first lady, dead at 96

        
        
            Former first lady Rosalynn Carter, the closest adviser to Jimmy Carter during his one term as U.S. president and their four decades thereafter as global humanitarians, has died at the age of 96 (Sunday, 19 Nov).
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    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 30, 2018, file photo former President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter are seen ahead of an NFL football game between the Atlanta Falcons and the Cincinnati Bengals in Atlanta. Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter have been best friends and life mates for nearly 80 years. Now with the former first lady's death at age 96, the former president must adjust to life without the woman who he credits as his equal partner in everything he accomplished in politics and as a global humanitarian after their White House years. (AP Photo/John Amis, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this Feb. 8, 2017, file photo former President Jimmy Carter, right, and his wife Rosalynn arrive for a ribbon cutting ceremony for a solar panel project on farmland he owns in their hometown of Plains, Ga Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter have been best friends and life mates for nearly 80 years. Now with the former first lady's death at age 96, the former president must adjust to life without the woman who he credits as his equal partner in everything he accomplished in politics and as a global humanitarian after their White House years.(AP Photo/David Goldman, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this Dec. 13, 1978, file photo, President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn lead their guests in dancing at the annual Congressional Christmas Ball at the White House in Washington. Jimmy and Rosalynn are celebrating their 77th wedding anniversary, Friday, July 7, 2023. Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter have been best friends and life mates for nearly 80 years. Now with the former first lady's death at age 96, the former president must adjust to life without the woman who he credits as his equal partner in everything he accomplished in politics and as a global humanitarian after their White House years. (AP Photo/Ira Schwarz, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 28, 2009, file photo former President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn look at a new interactive exhibit at the Jimmy Carter Library and Museum in Atlanta. Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter have been best friends and life mates for nearly 80 years. Now with the former first lady's death at age 96, the former president must adjust to life without the woman who he credits as his equal partner in everything he accomplished in politics and as a global humanitarian after their White House years. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)]
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                                        PLAINS, Ga. (AP) -- In spring 1955, Rosalynn Carter was doing what she had sworn to avoid when she married an ambitious Naval officer: keeping house and raising children in the same tiny town where they grew up. 
Then Jimmy Carter called for help from his family's peanut farming warehouse. The future U.S. president couldn't manage on his own, and they had no money to hire employees. So his wife gathered their sons and went to answer the company phone. Soon she was managing finances and handling customers.





    


Before long, "I knew more on paper about the business than he did, and he would take my advice about things," Rosalynn Carter told The Associated Press ahead of their 75th anniversary in 2021. 
Their marriage was almost a decade old when she went to the warehouse, but that was perhaps the true beginning of a partnership that won the Georgia governor's office in 1970, the White House in 1976 and then propelled the Carters through four decades as global humanitarians. Undergirding that path was a small-town love story that spanned 77 years of marriage and two decades of family friendships before that.
Their shared journey ended Nov. 19 with Rosalynn Carter's death at the age of 96. The former president, now 99, was with her when she died at their home in Plains, where they lived all their lives, with the exceptions of his college and Navy years, one gubernatorial term and their White House years from 1977-81. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Rosalynn was my equal partner in everything I ever accomplished," Jimmy Carter said in a statement released upon her death by The Carter Center, which they co-founded in 1982 after leaving Washington. "She gave me wise guidance and encouragement when I needed it. As long as Rosalynn was in the world, I always knew somebody loved and supported me."
It is not known whether the 39th president, now mostly using a wheelchair and hospital bed in his 10th month of hospice care, will attend tributes that begin Monday. Those close to the family say they expect he will make every effort, especially for the final services: an invitation-only funeral Wednesday in Plains and private burial in a plot the couple eventually will share.

    


"It's hard to think of one of them without the other," said Jill Stuckey, a longtime friend who saw the couple often during Rosalynn Carter's last months.
NO 'REMAINING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US'
Rosalynn Carter often campaigned separately from her husband to expand their reach: "If I go with Jimmy I just sit there," she once said. "I can use my time better than that." 
As president, Jimmy Carter sent her abroad as an official diplomat. She attended Cabinet meetings and discussed what she heard with him in the residence. They avoided dancing with others at White House dinners and had nightly phone calls when they traveled separately. 
After the presidency, they built The Carter Center together. They met with world leaders, monitored elections and fought disease in developing nations. Sometimes she took notes, other times spoke up. There are remote villages within the 145-plus countries they visited between them where children, many now adults, were named Jimmy or Rosalynn or Carter.

    


They read the Bible together each night, even over the phone, a practice that endured as they aged. Sometimes they read aloud in Spanish to stay proficient in their second language, even after their international travels waned. And they held hands often: at home, in church, walking down Pennsylvania Avenue on Inauguration Day in 1977, and as she lay on her deathbed in the home they built before his first legislative election in 1962.
"We don't go to sleep with some remaining differences between us," the former president told AP in 2021. 
A CRADLE-TO-GRAVE RELATIONSHIP
The couple's parents were neighbors in the mid-1920s. Lillian Carter, a nurse, delivered Eleanor Rosalynn Smith and a few days later brought young Jimmy Carter back to the Smith home to meet the baby. The couple's earliest memories came after the Carters moved to a farm outside of town and Rosalynn became a close friend of Ruth Carter, Jimmy's younger sister. 
By the time he was at the U.S. Naval Academy, Ruth was working as matchmaker. Rosalynn said she first "fell in love with Jimmy's picture" hung in Ruth's bedroom. Then in the summer of 1945, when he was home from Annapolis, Jimmy agreed to a picnic with his sister and her friend, then a date with Rosalynn. Jimmy kissed her after a movie and the next morning told his mother he would marry Rosalynn Smith. 

    


"I had never had a boy kiss me on a first date," Rosalynn recalled.
Yet she saw seeds of something deeper than teenage romance. Usually shy, she found she "could talk to him, actually talk to him." Teasing and flirting became letters to and from Annapolis, then his proposal. She rejected it, telling him she promised her father, who had died in 1940, that she would finish college. 
After both graduated, they were married on July 7, 1946.
Jimmy Carter was a smitten newlywed, writing in poetry that his wife's beauty struck songbirds into silence. But he didn't view her as a true equal yet, decades later attributing that attitude to the social and religious mores of the era.

    


'I NEVER FELT PUT UPON'
Rosalynn Carter had dreams of becoming an architect but saw her husband's Navy career as a way to escape rural life. Neither had intentions of returning to Plains, but when James Earl Carter Sr. died in 1953, his namesake son resigned his commission to move his family back to Georgia, where he took over the family farm. Jimmy Carter did not ask his wife. He remembered six decades later how "cool" she was to him for months. The dynamic did not thaw completely until she asserted herself as an indispensable business partner.
The future president still did not consult his wife when he launched his first political campaign. In that instance, however, she was on board and excited about his prospects. After he took his state Senate seat in Atlanta, she recognized the nature of their pairing.
"I was more of a political partner than a political wife, and I never felt put upon," she said of staying behind in Plains to run the business and care for their children. "I only had to call him home once, when one of our old brick warehouses collapsed, dumping several hundred tons of peanuts into the street."
As her husband ran for governor, she reported back to him what voters were telling her, the beginning of her half-century of advocacy for better mental health treatment in America. 
On the presidential trail, she could guide him more effectively than his aides. "Jimmy, don't go into so much detail and use such big words," she would tell him. "Just explain it to them the way you do to me."
White House adviser Stuart Eizenstat said the former first lady had "uncanny political instincts."
'HOW MANY DID SHE CATCH?' 
The peaks of their political life forged what family and close friends remember as a bond that thrived not just on mutual respect but competitiveness.
"My grandparents were notoriously competitive about everything," said eldest grandson Jason Carter, now Carter Center board chairman.
They raced to finish writing their next books or best the other in tennis, skiing or any other pursuit in their later years. Jason Carter laughed about fish mounts at the family's mountain cabin as one flaunted their superior catch, only to be outdone by the other. 
"'How many did she catch? How big were they?'" Stuckey recalled the former president asking her one day as she bounced between the two on the edges of their pond in Plains. "I'd go back to Rosalynn, and she'd say, 'What'd he say? How many does he have?'"
For the former first lady, it was all part of any healthy marriage. 
"Jimmy and I are always looking for things to do together," she told AP at age 93, but "each (person) should have some space. That's really important."
'FINISH EACH OTHER'S SENTENCES'
As their global footprint narrowed first to the U.S., then to The Carter Center campus in Atlanta, and finally to their home and surrounding town, even that friendly competition gave way to two nonagenarians trying to take care of each other.
"They could finish each other's sentences," Stuckey said of her many Saturday night meals at the Carters' table or with them at hers.
Chip Carter, the couple's son who spent much of the recent months with his parents, told The Washington Post after his mother's death that as she declined rapidly in her final days, his father asked to be alone with his partner of nearly eight decades. First, Jimmy Carter sat at her bedside in his wheelchair. Later, hospice aides moved his bed to the foot of hers. 
He remained there until she was gone, then asked to be with his once-shy bride one more time, just Jimmy and Rosalynn.
"They were never alone, really, during their time on this earth," Jason Carter said. "They always had each other."
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Irish writer Paul Lynch wins Booker Prize with dystopian novel 'Prophet Song'

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Paul Lynch, Winner of the 2023 Booker Prize celebrates shortly after the announcement in London, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Booker Prize is awarded to the best sustained work of fiction written in English and published in the UK and Ireland, in the opinion of the judges. Lynch won with his book 'Prophet Song', a dystopian vision of Ireland in the grips of totalitarianism. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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    [image: Paul Lynch poses with his book as he arrives at the Booker Prize award dinner, in London, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Booker Prize is awarded to the best sustained work of fiction written in English and published in the UK and Ireland, in the opinion of the judges. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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    [image: Irish author Paul Lynch poses with his book "Prophet Song" during a photocall with the six shortlisted authors for the Booker Prize 2023, in London, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023 ahead of the award ceremony on Nov. 26 in London. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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        Irish writer Paul Lynch wins Booker Prize with dystopian novel 'Prophet Song'
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    [image: American author Paul Harding poses with his book "This Other Eden" during a photocall with the six shortlisted authors for the Booker Prize 2023, in London, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023 ahead of the award ceremony on Nov. 26 in London. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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    [image: Canadian author Sarah Bernstein poses with her book "Study for Obedience" during a photocall with the six shortlisted authors for the Booker Prize 2023, in London, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023 ahead of the award ceremony on Nov. 26 in London. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Irish writer Paul Lynch won the Booker Prize for fiction on Sunday with what judges called a "soul-shattering" novel about a woman's struggle to protect her family as Ireland collapses into totalitarianism and war.
"Prophet Song," set in a dystopian fictional version of Dublin, was awarded the 50,000-pound ($63,000) literary prize at a ceremony in London. Canadian writer Esi Edugyan, who chaired the judging panel, said the book is "a triumph of emotional storytelling, bracing and brave" in which Lynch "pulls off feats of language that are stunning to witness."
Lynch, 46, had been the bookies' favorite to win the prestigious prize, which usually brings a big boost in sales. His book beat five other finalists from Ireland, the U.K., the U.S. and Canada, chosen from 163 novels submitted by publishers.

    


"This was not an easy book to write," Lynch said after being handed the Booker trophy. "The rational part of me believed I was dooming my career by writing this novel, though I had to write the book anyway. We do not have a choice in such matters."




Lynch has called "Prophet Song," his fifth novel, an attempt at "radical empathy" that tries to plunge readers into the experience of living in a collapsing society.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I was trying to see into the modern chaos," he told the Booker website. "The unrest in Western democracies. The problem of Syria -- the implosion of an entire nation, the scale of its refugee crisis and the West's indifference. ... I wanted to deepen the reader's immersion to such a degree that by the end of the book, they would not just know, but feel this problem for themselves."
The five prize judges met to pick the winner on Saturday, less than 48 hours after far-right violence erupted in Dublin following a stabbing attack on a group of children. Edugyan said that immediate events didn't directly influence the choice of winner.
Lynch said he was "astonished" by the riots "and at the same time I recognized the truth that this kind of energy is always there under the surface."

    


He said "Prophet Song" -- written over four years starting in 2018 -- "is a counterfactual novel. It's not a prophetic statement."
"I wrote the book to articulate the message that the things that are happening in this book are occurring timelessly throughout the ages and maybe we need to deepen our own responses to that," he told reporters.
The other finalists were Irish writer Paul Murray's "The Bee Sting;" American novelist Paul Harding's "This Other Eden;" Canadian author Sarah Bernstein's "Study for Obedience;" U.S. writer Jonathan Escoffery's "If I Survive You;" and British author Chetna Maroo's "Western Lane."
Edugyan said the choice of winner wasn't unanimous, but the six-hour judges' meeting wasn't acrimonious.
"We all ultimately felt that this was the book that we wanted to present to the world and that this was truly a masterful work of fiction," she said.

    


Founded in 1969, the Booker Prize is open to English-language novels from any country published in the U.K. and Ireland. and has a reputation for transforming writers' careers. Previous winners include Ian McEwan, Margaret Atwood, Salman Rushdie and Hilary Mantel.
Four Irish novelists and one from Northern Ireland have previously won the prize.
"It is with immense pleasure that I bring the Booker home to Ireland," Lynch said. Asked what he planned to do with the prize money, he said it would help him make payments on his tracker mortgage, which have soared along with inflation.
Lynch received his trophy from last year's winner, Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka, during a ceremony at Old Billingsgate, a grand former Victorian fish market in central London.
The evening included a speech from Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a British-Iranian woman who was jailed in Tehran for almost six years until 2022 on allegations of plotting the overthrow of Iran's government -- a charge that she, her supporters and rights groups denied.
She talked about the books that sustained her in prison, recalling how inmates ran an underground library and circulated copies of Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale," set in an oppressive American theocracy.
"Books helped me to take refuge into the world of others when I was incapable of making one of my own," Zaghari-Ratcliffe said. "They salvaged me by being one of the very few tools I had, together with imagination, to escape the Evin (prison) walls without physically moving."
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Republicans want to pair border security with aid for Ukraine. Here's why that makes a deal so tough
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As Congress returns to session this week, lawmakers will be trying to forge an agreement on sending a new round of wartime assistance to Ukraine. But to succeed, they will have to find agreement on an issue that has confounded them for decades.
Republicans in both chambers of Congress have made clear that they will not support additional aid for Ukraine unless it is paired with border security measures to help manage the influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. Their demand has injected one of the most contentious issues in American politics into a foreign policy debate that was already difficult. 
Time is short for a deal. 

    


A small, bipartisan group in the Senate is taking the lead and working to find a narrow compromise that can overcome a likely filibuster by winning 60 votes. But even if they can reach a modest agreement, there is no guarantee it would pass the House, where Republicans are insisting on wholesale changes to U.S. border and immigration policies. 




Republicans hope that Democrats will feel political pressure to accept some of their border proposals after illegal crossings topped a daily average of more than 8,000 earlier this fall. President Joe Biden, who is running for reelection next year, has faced pressure even from fellow Democrats over the migrant flow.

    
    


    

    
        
    



No matter what, finding compromise will be exceedingly difficult. As they left for Thanksgiving break, Senate negotiators said they were still far apart. 
A look at some of the issues under discussion and why they have proved so difficult to resolve: 

    


Asylum and humanitarian parole
Changing the asylum system for migrants is a top priority for Republicans. They want to make it more difficult for asylum-seekers to prove in initial interviews that they have a credible fear of political, religious or racial persecution in their home country before advancing toward asylum in the United States. 
Republicans in the House have passed legislation that would detain families at the border, require migrants to make the asylum claim at an official port of entry and either detain them or require them to remain outside the U.S. while their case is processed.
U.S. and international law give migrants the right to seek safety from persecution, but the number of people applying for asylum in the U.S. has reached historic highs. Critics say many people take advantage of the system to live and work in the U.S. while they wait for their asylum claims to be processed in court.
Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, an independent who is part of the Senate negotiations, said in an Arizona radio interview that one of lawmakers' goals is to ensure that "those who are here seeking asylum have an actual claim to asylum."
Compromise is far from certain. Many Democrats are wary of making it harder to flee persecution, and the details of each policy shift are contentious. 

    


Hardline conservatives in the House, already unlikely to support further Ukraine aid, have also signaled they won't accept policy changes that deviate much from a bill passed in May that would have remade the U.S. immigration system. Their stance means at least some support from House Democrats will be needed to pass any agreement -- no easy task. 
Some progressives have already said they will oppose any Republican-led changes to immigration policy.
"The cruel, inhumane, and unworkable solutions offered by Republicans will only create more disorder and confusion at the border," said Democratic Rep. Pramila Jayapal of Washington, chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus. 
Infrastructure and enforcement
Lawmakers may find it easier to reach consensus on other areas of border policy, particularly when it comes to border staffing and enforcement.

    


Negotiators have looked at steps that could be taken to reinforce existing infrastructure at the border, including hiring and boosting pay for border patrol officers and improving technology. One proposal advanced by a bipartisan group of senators would call for hiring of more border patrol agents, raising their pay and ensuring they receive overtime.
Biden has shown a willingness to accept tougher enforcement measures, recently resuming deportation of migrants to Venezuela and waiving federal laws to allow for the construction of border wall that began under then-President Donald Trump. The White House also wants to install new imaging technology at ports of entry that would allow authorities to quickly scan vehicles for illegal imports, including fentanyl.
Republicans say that is not enough. They want more robust improvements, including more expansive construction of a border wall. 
What Biden is asking for
Biden's emergency request to Congress included aid for Ukraine, Israel and other U.S. allies, along with $14 billion to bolster the immigration system and border security. Money would go toward hiring more border patrol agents, immigration judges and asylum officers. It's part of Biden's strategy of trying to simultaneously turn away from Trump's hard-line policies but adapt to the realities of crossings at the U.S.-Mexico border.

    


Still, polls indicate widespread frustration with Biden's handling of immigration and the border, creating a political vulnerability as he seeks reelection. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas told the Senate Appropriations Committee this month that the administration has been faced with a "global phenomenon" of displaced people migrating in numbers that have not been seen since World War II.
"It is unanimous that our broken immigration system is in dire need of reform," Mayorkas said. 
Democrats have other immigration priorities, such as expanding legal immigration pathways or work authorizations for migrants already in the U.S. Democrats have also warned about the danger of delaying aid to Ukraine as it enters another winter of war against Russia.
Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin, the second-ranking Democrat in the Senate, said it's a mistake to create a situation where "we have to do significant immigration reform in the next few weeks or we won't send money to assist the people in Ukraine or other causes important to our national security."
Republicans have so far been adamant about the need to address Ukraine and the border at the same time.
Rep. Mike Turner, a strong supporter of aid to Ukraine and chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, told NBC's "Meet the Press" on Sunday that he thought passing Biden's package would be "very difficult" to accomplish by year's end. "The impediment currently is the White House policy on the on the southern border," said Turner, R-Ohio.
What's likely not on the table
Lawmakers seem unlikely to address one of the nation's long-standing immigration issues: granting some form of permanent legal status to thousands of immigrants who were brought to the U.S. illegally as children. Republicans have made clear that will not be addressed in this package, which they want to be more narrowly focused on border security measures. 
As Congress struggled to pass a comprehensive immigration overhaul, President Barack Obama launched the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program in 2012 to shield those immigrants from deportation and allow them to work legally in the country. But it has been caught up in the courts ever since, and Trump, the front-runner for the Republican presidential nomination in 2024, tried to end it when he was in the White House. 
Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy of Connecticut, one of the Senate negotiators, would not say early last week whether his side had proposed DACA provisions as part of the talks. But he said any deal "has to respect both Republican and Democratic priorities." 
"The more Republicans want, the more Democrats are going to want," Murphy said. 
Republicans argue that Ukraine aid could be a tough sell to some of their voters, and the border policy is the compromise. 
Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton, a Republican who has been involved in the talks, said before the Thanksgiving holiday that the negotiations were not "very close yet, because Democrats have not yet accepted that the negotiations are not border security for Democratic immigration priorities. It's border security for Ukraine aid." 
So far, leaders in both parties have encouraged the talks. But as senators restart their work and face pressure to approve funding by the end of the year, some are warning that a narrow deal is likely the best that they can do.
"I don't think it's realistic to solve anywhere close to the whole problem in the next two weeks," Murphy said.
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'Hunger Games' feasts, 'Napoleon' conquers but 'Wish' doesn't come true at Thanksgiving box office

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This image released by Disney shows Asha, voiced by Ariana DeBose, in a scene from the animated film "Wish." (Disney via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Walt Disney Co.'s "Wish" had been expected to rule the Thanksgiving weekend box office, but moviegoers instead feasted on leftovers, as "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes" led ticket sales for the second weekend, according to studio estimates Sunday.
Neither of the weekend's top new releases -- "Wish" and Ridley Scott's "Napoleon" -- could keep up with Lionsgate's "Hunger Games" prequel. After debuting the previous weekend with $44.6 million, the return to Panem proved the top draw for holiday moviegoers, grossing $28.8 million over the weekend and $42 million over the five-day holiday frame. 
In two weeks of release, "Songbirds and Snakes" has grossed nearly $100 million domestically and $200 million globally. 

    


The closer contest was for second place, where "Napoleon" narrowly outmaneuvered "Wish." Scott's epic outperformed expectations to take $32.5 million over the five-day weekend and an estimated $20.4 million Friday through Sunday. The film, starring Joaquin Phoenix as the French emperor and Vanessa Kirby as his wife Josephine de Beauharnais, was also the top movie globally with $78.8 million. 




Reviews were mixed (61% fresh on Rotten Tomatoes) and ticket buyers were non-plussed (a "B-" CinemaScore), but "Napoleon" fared far better in theaters than its subject did at Waterloo.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Napoleon," like Martin Scorsese's "Killers of the Flower Moon," is a big-budget statement by Apple Studios of the streamer's swelling Hollywood ambitions. With an estimated budget of $200 million, "Napoleon" may still have a long road to reach profitability for Apple, which partnered with Sony to distribute "Napoleon" theatrically. But it's an undeniably strong beginning for an adult-skewing 168-minute historical drama.
"Wish," however, had been supposed to have a more starry-eyed start. Disney Animation releases like "Frozen II" ($123.7 million over five days in 2019), "Ralph Breaks the Internet" ($84.6 million in 2018) and "Coco" ($71 million in 2017), have often owned Thanksgiving moviegoing.
But "Wish" wobbled, coming in with $31.7 million over five days and $19.5 million Friday through Sunday. It added $17.3 million internationally. It had been forecast to debut closer to $50 million. 

    


"Wish," at least, is faring better than Disney's Thanksgiving release last year: 2022's "Strange World" bombed with a five-day $18.9 million opening. But hopes had been higher for "Wish," co-written and co-directed by the "Frozen" team of Chris Buck and Jennifer Lee and featuring the voices of Ariana DeBose and Chris Pine. "Wish," a fairy tale centered around a wished-upon star, is also a celebration of Disney, itself, timed to the studio's 100th anniversary and rife with callbacks to Disney favorites. 
Critics weren't impressed, saying "Wish" felt more like a marketing than movie magic. So instead of righting an up-and-down year for Disney, "Wish" is, for now, adding to some of the studio's recent headaches, including the underperforming "The Marvels." The Marvel sequel has limped to $76.9 million domestically and $110.2 million overseas in three weeks. 
"Wish" also faced direct competition for families in "Trolls Band Together." The DreamWorks and Universal Pictures release opened a week prior, and took in $17.5 million in its second frame ($25.3 million over five days).
"'Wish' ran into a much more competitive market than what Disney might normally see in the Thanksgiving corridor," said Paul Dergarabedian, senior media analyst for data firm Comscore. "We're accustomed to seeing those Disney films at the top of the chart. They kind of had to split the audience with 'Trolls.'" 
Still, the storybook isn't written yet on "Wish." It could follow the lead of Pixar's "Elemental," which launched with a lukewarm $29.6 million in June but found its legs, ultimately grossing nearly $500 million worldwide.

    


Also entering wide-release over the holiday weekend was Emerald Fennell's "Saltburn," the writer-director's follow-up to 2020's "Promising Young Woman." After debuting in seven packed theaters last weekend, "Saltburn" grossed $3.1 million over five days for Amazon and MGM. Barry Keoghan stars as an Oxford student befriended by a rich classmate (Jacob Elordi) and invited to his family's country manor.
As Hollywood's award season accelerates (Netflix debuted Bradley Cooper's "Maestro" in select theaters but didn't report grosses), Focus Features' "The Holdovers" continues to be one of the top choices in cinemas. Alexander Payne's film starring Paul Giamatti as a boarding school instructor made $3.8 million over the five-day weekend. In five weeks, it's grossed $12.9 million. 
Ticket sales overall reached $172 million in U.S. and Canada theaters over the five-day holiday weekend, according to Comscore. That's up significantly from recent years but well behind the typical pre-pandemic Thanksgiving weekends. (In 2019, sales boosted by "Frozen 2" surpassed $262 million.) 
Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at U.S. and Canadian theaters, according to Comscore. Final domestic figures will be released Monday.
1. "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes," $28.8 million. 

    


2. "Napoleon," $20.4 million. 
3. "Wish," $19.5 million. 
4. "Trolls Band Together," $17.5 million. 
5. "Thanksgiving," $7.2 million. 
6. "The Marvels," $6.4 million. 

    


7. "The Holdovers," $2.8 million. 
8. "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour," $2.3 million. 
9. "Five Nights at Freddy's," $1.8 million. 
10. "Saltburn," $1.7 million. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/box-office-wish-napoleon-hunger-games-songbirds-e562c73f57a2ca257cdb5723695b3637
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Tackling climate change and alleviating hunger: States recycle and donate food headed to landfills

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. New York is requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries instead of throwing it out.
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    [image: Driver Carlos Quezada loads rice on a pallet for distribution at Feeding Westchester in Elmsford, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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    [image: Driver Jake Czamanski loads recovered food onto a truck, to be distributed at a mobile food bank, at Feeding Westchester in Elmsford, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Driver Jake Czamanski loads recovered food onto a truck, to be distributed at a mobile food bank, at Feeding Westchester in Elmsford, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15
Driver Jake Czamanski loads recovered food onto a truck, to be distributed at a mobile food bank, at Feeding Westchester in Elmsford, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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    [image: Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15
Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15
Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 15
Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa, left, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa, left, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15
Betsy Quiroa, left, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 15
Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15
Betsy Quiroa shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa, center, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa, center, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 15
Betsy Quiroa, center, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15
Betsy Quiroa, right, shops at a market-style food pantry at the Carver Center in Port Chester, N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023. A growing number of states are working to keep food out of landfills over concerns that it is taking up too much space and posing environmental problems. Some states including New York are requiring supermarkets and other businesses to redirect food to food pantries. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    




                            

                            

                            
                                By DAVID R. MARTIN and MICHAEL CASEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ELMSFORD, N.Y. (AP) -- When Sean Rafferty got his start in the grocery business, anything that wasn't sold got tossed out.
But on a recent day, Rafferty, the store manager for ShopRite of Elmsford-Greenburgh in New York, was preparing boxes of bread, donuts, fresh produce and dairy products to be picked up by a food bank. It's part of a statewide program requiring larger businesses to donate edible food and, if they can, recycle remaining food scraps.
"Years ago, everything went in the garbage ... to the landfills, the compactors or wherever it was," said Rafferty, who has 40 years in the industry. "Now, over the years, so many programs have developed where we're able to donate all this food ... where we're helping people with food insecurities."

    


New York is among a growing number of states targeting food waste over concerns it is taking up diminishing landfill space and contributing to global warming as meat, vegetables and dairy release the greenhouse gas methane after being dumped in a landfill. Rescuing unwanted fruits and vegetables, eggs, cereals and other food also helps to feed hungry families.
Globally, about a third of food is wasted. In the United States, it's even higher, at 40%, according to the Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic. The U.S. spends about $218 billion each year growing and producing food that is wasted. About 63 million tons (57 million metric tons) goes to waste, including 52.4 million tons (47.5 million metric tons) that ends up in landfills and 10 million tons (9 million metric tons) never harvested from farms.
"What's shocking to people often is not only how much we waste ... but also the impact," said Emily Broad Leib, a Harvard University law professor and director of the school's Food Law and Policy Clinic. "Food waste causes about 8% to 10% of global greenhouse gas emissions." 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Broad Leib says 20% of water in the U.S. is used to grow food "that we then just throw away, so we're basically taking water and putting it directly into a landfill."
But she and others also note there is growing awareness of the need to do something about food waste in the U.S. 

    


In 2015, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Environmental Protection Agency announced a goal of 50% food waste reduction by 2030. 
That has prompted a number of state-led initiatives, along with smaller, nonprofit efforts.
Ten states and the District of Columbia have passed legislation or executed policies to reduce, compost or donate waste. All 50 states have passed legislation shielding donors and recovery organizations from criminal and civil liability linked to donated food.
California and Vermont have launched programs converting residents' food waste into compost or energy, while Connecticut requires businesses, including larger food wholesalers and supermarkets, to recycle food waste. Farmers in Maryland can get a tax credit of up to $5,000 per farm for food they donate.
Several states have joined New York in setting up systems allowing food to be donated. Rhode Island requires food vendors servicing education institutions to donate any unused food to food banks, while Massachusetts limits the amount of food that businesses can send to landfills, which Broad Leib said has increased food donations in the state by 22% over two years.

    


New York's program is in its second year, and state officials believe it's having a significant impact. 
As of late October, the program had redistributed 5 million pounds (2.3 million kilograms) of food -- the equivalent of 4 million meals -- through Feeding New York State, which supports the state's 10 regional food banks and is hoping to double that number next year. Among those required to donate food include colleges, prisons, amusement parks and sporting venues. 
"Certainly, we should be reducing the amount we waste to start with, but then we should be feeding people before we throw food away if it's good, wholesome food," said Sally Rowland, supervisor with the state Department of Environmental Conservation's Organics, Reduction and Recycling section. "To me, it's a commonsense kind of thing and I think it's just kind of built that momentum of people understanding about how much food we're really wasting."
New York's Westchester County has eight refrigerated trucks that pick up all types of perishable food, according to Danielle Vasquez, food donations coordinator for Feeding Westchester, one of the state's food banks. 
The group started working with businesses in 2014 but has seen participation ramp up since the donation law went into effect last year. Much of the food collected goes to nearly 300 programs and partners throughout the county, including a mobile food pantry and the Carver Center, a nonprofit serving Port Chester's families and children, which has a pantry.

    


"This time of year is very important for us and a lot of families across Westchester," Vasquez said. "There is the high cost of food. There is a high cost of living. Westchester is a very expensive county to live in. ... We are here to supplement our families as much as we can so, that way, they can focus that money on paying their bills."
Among those visiting the Carver Center earlier this month was Betsy Quiroa, who lamented how the cost of everything had gone up since the coronavirus pandemic. She was counting on getting milk, eggs, fruits and vegetables during her visit and said she didn't care if the produce was dented or slightly damaged.
"Coming here is good," said Quiroa, a mother of four who relies on Social Security. "If you are not working, you buy nothing. This is the problem."
Despite New York's success, advocates for food waste worry not enough is being done to meet the 2030 goal. Broad Leib and others have called for a national effort to coordinate the various state and local policies. 
There is a goal, "but we don't really have a great roadmap ... and how we're going to actually achieve that end goal by 2030, which is kind of crazy," Broad Leib said, adding that a one-person liaison office in the USDA isn't sufficient to address the problem.

    


Kathryn Bender, a University of Delaware assistant professor of economics, said donation programs are helpful, but she worries they might shift the burden from businesses to nonprofits, which could struggle to distribute all the food. 
"The best solution for food waste is to not have it in the first place," Bender said. "If we don't need to produce all that food, let's not put all the resources into producing that food."
___
This story has been corrected to say 63 million tons (57 million metric tons) is wasted, including 52.4 million tons (47.5 million metric tons) that ends up in landfills and 10 million tons (9 million metric tons) never harvested from farms. The word 'millions' was dropped previously from the statistics and has been restored in all instances.
___
Casey reported from Boston.
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One of the world's largest icebergs is drifting beyond Antarctic waters after it was grounded for 3 decades

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This images provided by Maxar Technologies shows the A23a iceberg moving through the sea sea near the Antarctica, on Wednesday Nov. 15, 2023. One of the world's largest icebergs, known as A23a, appears to be moving beyond Antarctic waters after being grounded for more than three decades, according to the British Antarctic Survey. (Satellite image (c)2023 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This images provided by Maxar Technologies shows the A23a iceberg moving through the sea sea near the Antarctica, on Wednesday Nov. 15, 2023. One of the world's largest icebergs, known as A23a, appears to be moving beyond Antarctic waters after being grounded for more than three decades, according to the British Antarctic Survey. (Satellite image (c)2023 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- One of the world's largest icebergs is drifting beyond Antarctic waters, after being grounded for more than three decades, according to the British Antarctic Survey.
The iceberg, known as A23a, split from the Antarctic's Filchner Ice Shelf in 1986. But it became stuck to the ocean floor and had remained for many years in the Weddell Sea.
The iceberg is about three times the size of New York City and more than twice the size of Greater London, measuring around 4,000 square kilometers (1,500 square miles).

    


Andrew Fleming, a remote sensing expert from the British Antarctic Survey, told the BBC on Friday that the iceberg has been drifting for the past year and now appears to be picking up speed and moving past the northern tip of the Antarctic Peninsula, helped by wind and ocean currents. 
"I asked a couple of colleagues about this, wondering if there was any possible change in shelf water temperatures that might have provoked it, but the consensus is the time had just come," Fleming told the BBC.
"It was grounded since 1986, but eventually it was going to decrease (in size) sufficiently was to lose grip and start moving," he added. 
Fleming said he first spotted movement from the iceberg in 2020. The British Antarctic Survey said it has now ungrounded and is moving along ocean currents to sub-Antarctic South Georgia.
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AP Top 25: No. 3 Washington, No. 5 Oregon move up, give Pac-12 2 in top 5 for 1st time since 2016

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Washington's Grady Gross is carried off the field after kicking the winning field goal against Washington State during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (Dean Rutz/The Seattle Times via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Washington's Grady Gross is carried off the field after kicking the winning field goal against Washington State during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (Dean Rutz/The Seattle Times via AP)
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    [image: Oregon quarterback Bo Nix (10) runs for a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oregon State, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Mark Ylen)]
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                                        No. 3 Washington, No. 4 Florida State and No. 5 Oregon all moved up a spot in The Associated Press college football poll Sunday, giving the Pac-12 two top-five teams for the first time since the final ranking of the 2016 season.
Georgia remained No. 1 as the two-time defending national champions have been for 24 straight polls, dating back to the middle of the last season. The Bulldogs received 52 of 62 first-place votes.
Michigan returned to No. 2 following a week at No. 3 and received 10 first-place votes after beating Ohio State 30-24 in Ann Arbor on Saturday.

    


The Buckeyes slipped from second to No. 6, clearing the way for Washington to reach its best ranking since finishing the 2000 season at No. 3 and setting up a top-five matchup with Oregon in the Pac-12 championship game on Friday in Las Vegas.




The final Pac-12 championship game in the conference's current form before 10 members leave for other Power Five conferences will be its first matching top-five teams.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The last time there were two Pac-12 teams in the top five of the AP poll was 2016, when Southern California finished No. 3 and Washington No. 4. The last time it happened during the season was Oct. 6, 2013, when Oregon was No. 2 and Stanford was fifth.
No. 7 Texas and No. 8 Alabama held their places Sunday. Missouri moved up one spot to ninth and Penn State to No. 10.

    


POLL POINTS
The same eight teams have been the top eight teams in the country for five straight weeks, with the only loss among those teams during that span being Ohio State's to Michigan.
The last time there was no team turnover in the top eight for that long was 2008 in Weeks 11-15. That year Florida, Oklahoma, Texas, Alabama, USC, Penn State, Utah and Texas Tech held the top eight spots in some order for five weeks.
Among the top eight teams there are only four losses, one each for Oregon, Ohio State, Texas and Alabama. Of those four losses, three have come to other teams in the top eight: Oregon lost to Washington, Ohio State lost to Michigan and Alabama lost to Texas.
Texas' loss came to No. 12 Oklahoma. Extend it out to the top 12 to include No. 11 Mississippi and the only loss to a currently unranked team among that group is Oklahoma's to Kansas.

    


IN-N-OUT
North Carolina State and SMU made their AP Top 25 season debuts this week, raising to 44 the total number of teams to be ranked for at least a week this season.
Falling out for the first time this season was Tennessee, which finished its regular season 8-4 with a victory over Vanderbilt after barely hanging on at No. 25 last week.
Kansas State also dropped out again after losing a high-scoring game in the snow to Iowa State.

    


CONFERENCE CALL
Five teams from non-Power Five conferences in the AP Top 25 is the most since the final 2021 poll.
SEC -- 5 (Nos. 1, 8, 9, 11, 13).
Pac-12 -- 4 (Nos. 3, 5, 14, 21-tie).
Big Ten -- 4 (Nos. 2, 6, 10, 18).
ACC -- 3 (Nos. 4, 15, 21-tie).

    


Big 12 -- 3 (Nos. 7, 12, 19).
American -- 2 (Nos. 17, 25).
Conference USA -- 1 (No. 20).
Sun Belt -- 1 (No. 24).
Mid-American -- 1 (No. 23).
Independent -- 1 (No. 16).
RANKED vs. RANKED
-- No. 8 Alabama vs. No. 1 Georgia in Atlanta, Southeastern Conference championship.
-- No. 18 Iowa vs. No. 2 Michigan in Indianapolis, Big Ten championship.
-- No. 5 Oregon vs. No. 3 Washington in Las Vegas, Pac-12 championship.
-- No. 15 Louisville vs. No. 4 Florida State in Charlotte, North Carolina, Atlantic Coast Conference championship.
-- No. 19 Oklahoma State vs. No. 7 Texas in Arlington, Texas, Big 12 championship.
-- No. 25 SMU at No. 17 Tulane, American Athletic Conference championship.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP and listen at http://www.appodcasts.com. Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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Florida coach Billy Napier fires two assistants to begin defensive overhaul, AP source says

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Florida head coach Billy Napier stands on the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against LSU in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Derick Hingle)]
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    [image: Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. Missouri won 33-31. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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                                        GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida coach Billy Napier began a much-needed defensive makeover by firing two assistants Monday.
Napier parted with cornerbacks coach Corey Raymond and defensive line coach Sean Spencer two days after a season-ending, 24-15 loss to rival and then-No. 5 Florida State, according to a person familiar with the decision. The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because neither the coach nor the assistants had made the moves public.
The Gators (5-7) lost five consecutive games to end the season and missed a bowl for just the third time since 1990. Defense was the biggest issue down the stretch, with Florida allowing 41.75 points a game in the first four of those losses.

    


The unit was better in the finale against the Seminoles, who were playing without star quarterback Jordan Travis, but it was too little, too late to save the assistants.




Defensive line, secondary and offensive line were Florida's worst positions by far in 2023, and Napier made it clear that he planned to make moves in hopes of turning around a program that took a step back in his second season.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Gators fell to 11-14 under Napier, who surely will enter 2024 on the hot seat in Gainesville.
Napier hired Raymond and Spencer before his first season. The addition of Raymond was a ballyhooed move considering he had been one of the country's top secondary coaches at LSU since 2012.
But Florida's pass defense ranked 11th in the Southeastern Conference in 2022 and ninth in 2023. The Gators managed just three interceptions this past season, four fewer than any other team in the league.

    


Spencer, known as "Coach Chaos," arrived after two seasons with the New York Giants and following a six-year stint at Penn State. But with Spencer in charge, Florida's run defense ranked 12th in the SEC in 2022 and 11th in 2023.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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Point differentials could come into play as NBA In-Season Tournament group phase ends Tuesday

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0)looks to take a foul shot in the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Atlanta Hawks, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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        Point differentials could come into play as NBA In-Season Tournament group phase ends Tuesday
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Say this for the NBA: It will have some drama for the final night of group play in the inaugural In-Season Tournament.
There are eight games left -- all potentially having implications on who will advance.
All teams play four games in the group stage; 14 teams are already done and the other 16 teams wrap up their group slates on Tuesday. Every group winner will reach the quarterfinals, and the best second-place team from each conference will earn a wild-card spot.

    


There's a really good chance that tiebreakers to separate teams with 3-1 (or maybe even 2-2) records will come into play. The first tiebreaker is head-to-head, and the second is point differential -- which certainly raises the possibility that a team with a lead as time is running out in an already-decided game might look for more points in the final seconds.




"We'll just focus on trying to get a win tomorrow," said Miami coach Erik Spoelstra, whose team plays host to Milwaukee on Tuesday. "That's the most important thing. We know what the differential has to be. You can't go into a game thinking that. That's not how you win games against good teams."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Indiana and the Los Angeles Lakers are the only two teams that have secured quarterfinal spots. Both went 4-0 in group play and are assured of having a home game for the start of the knockout round next week -- either Dec. 4 or Dec. 5.
From there, 16 teams remain alive for the remaining six quarterfinal spots. The easiest things to figure out are these: if Milwaukee beats Miami and if Sacramento beats Golden State, then the Bucks and Kings will be the other two quarterfinal hosts.
Other than that, good luck figuring out all the possible tiebreakers.

    


"I know Tuesday is complicated," Boston forward Jayson Tatum said. "There's a million different things that can happen. So, that (stuff) is a little tricky. But I think it's been great. It gives guys something to look forward to early in the season."
The Celtics are one of the teams that could see their tournament fate decided by the point differential tiebreaker. Tatum likes the tournament in general; that tiebreaker, not so much.
"It's all about respecting the game and respecting your opponents," Tatum said. "So, that part, I'm not a fan of."
WHO IS STILL ALIVE?
This one is easy: the Pacers and Lakers are in, and the other six quarterfinal spots will go to some combination of these teams: Cleveland, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Milwaukee, New York, Miami, Charlotte, Orlando, Boston, Brooklyn, Phoenix, New Orleans, Houston, Sacramento, Minnesota and Golden State.

    


WHO IS OUT?
Detroit, Washington, Toronto, Chicago, Utah, Portland, Memphis, Denver, Dallas, the Los Angeles Clippers, Oklahoma City and San Antonio have been eliminated.
EAST GROUP A
Standings: Indiana 4-0, Cleveland 2-1, Philadelphia 2-2, Atlanta 1-2, Detroit 0-4.
Tuesday game: Atlanta at Cleveland.

    


Outlook: Must-win for Atlanta, and the Hawks would still need a lot of help to advance. Cleveland eliminates Philadelphia and Atlanta with a win, but it probably needs to be by a sizable margin to give the Cavs much hope of advancing.
EAST GROUP B
Standings: Milwaukee 3-0, New York 2-1, Miami 2-1, Charlotte 1-2, Washington 0-4.
Tuesday games: Charlotte at New York, Milwaukee at Miami.
Outlook: The Bucks, Knicks and Heat could all still win the group. Charlotte can advance if the Cavs, Knicks, Heat, Boston and Brooklyn all lose, and even then the Hornets would have to beat the Knicks by a lot. Like, a whole lot.

    


EAST GROUP C
Standings: Orlando 3-1, Boston 2-1, Brooklyn 2-1, Toronto 1-2, Chicago 0-3.
Tuesday games: Chicago at Boston, Toronto at Brooklyn.
Outlook: The Bulls and Raptors can play spoilers. If Brooklyn loses, Orlando wins the group (and the Magic could win it other ways, too). Boston must win to have a chance.
WEST GROUP A
Standings: Los Angeles Lakers 4-0, Phoenix 3-1, Utah 2-2, Portland 1-3, Memphis 0-4.
Tuesday games: None.
Outlook: The Suns will sit around to find out their fate. They would advance with a Minnesota loss to Oklahoma City. Otherwise, tiebreakers come into play.
WEST GROUP B
Standings: New Orleans 3-1, Houston 2-1, Denver 2-2, Dallas 1-2, Los Angeles Clippers 1-3.
Tuesday: Houston at Dallas.
Outlook: Finally, an easy one. If Houston beats Dallas, the Rockets win Group B. If Dallas beats Houston, New Orleans wins Group B.
WEST GROUP C
Standings: Sacramento 3-0, Minnesota 2-1, Golden State 2-1, Oklahoma City 1-2, San Antonio 0-4.
Tuesday: Golden State at Sacramento, Oklahoma City at Minnesota.
Outlook: The Kings win the group with a win. The Warriors need a win to have a chance to advance as a wild-card or the group winner. Minnesota also needs a win to have any chance.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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                                        ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) -- Buffalo Bills pass rusher Shaq Lawson apologized Monday for shoving a Philadelphia Eagles fan behind the team's bench after alleging the person was making threatening remarks about players and their families.
Lawson posted his apology on his Instagram account a day after a video showed him and five defensive teammates approach a spectator in the first row behind Buffalo's bench during a 37-34 overtime loss at Philadelphia. The video showed Bills defensive tackle Jordan Phillips walking up and exchanging words with the unidentified spectator, when Lawson followed and shoved the fan, who was wearing an Eagles shirt beneath his jacket and holding a can of beer.
Lawson said the fan began heckling players before the game began, and was allowed to stay at his seat after the Bills asked stadium security officials to have the person removed.

    


"Eventually, our emotions boiled over and I made a mistake," Lawson wrote. "For that, I apologize, but there are certain lines that should not be crossed."




Phillips echoed Lawson's comments in a message posted on his Instagram account.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I love the crowd I love rowdy fans it makes the game fun. But one thing I'm not going to tolerate is someone threatening me or my family," Phillips wrote. "This is a line that shouldn't be crossed."
Messages left with the Eagles and the NFL were not immediately returned.
The players were unavailable for comment with the Bills entering their bye week off.

    


Coach Sean McDermott referred to what happened as being "a very unfortunate situation," upon learning about it on Monday.
"What I'm aware of is that people were asked to have the fan removed and nothing was done," McDermott said. "So at the end of the day, that's not for us to concern ourselves with at this point. It's just unfortunate overall that that would be taking place during a game."
___
AP Sports Writer Dan Gelston in Philadelphia contributed.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Minnesota Wild replace coach Dean Evason with John Hynes after losing 14 of first 19 games

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Minnesotas head coach Dean Evason, rear center, attends the NHL Global Series Sweden ice hockey match between Minnesota Wild and Ottawa Senators at Avicii Arena in Stockholm, Sweden, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. (Claudio Bresciani/TT News Agency via AP)]
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    [image: Minnesota's head coach Dean Evason, standing, reacts as players Brandon Duhaime, left, Connor Dewar and Pat Maroon, right, look on during the NHL Global Series Sweden ice hockey match between Toronto Maple Leafs and Minnesota Wild at Avicii Arena in Stockholm, Sweden, Sunday Nov. 19, 2023. (Claudio Bresciani/TT via AP)]
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    [image: Minnesota Wild head coach Dean Evason, center top, checks the scoreboard during the third period of an NHL hockey game against the Dallas Stars, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Craig Lassig)]
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                                        The Minnesota Wild fired coach Dean Evason and replaced him with John Hynes on Monday after losing seven straight games and 14 of their first 19 to start to the NHL season.
General manager Bill Guerin announced the moves, including the firing of assistant Bob Woods. Hynes, the former New Jersey and Nashville coach, will take over. The Wild planned a news conference with Guerin and Hynes for Tuesday, prior to their game against St. Louis.
Evason, 59, had three full seasons in charge of the Wild, who gave him his first head coaching job in the NHL on Feb. 14, 2020, when Bruce Boudreau was fired and he was promoted from his assistant role. He went 147-77-27 in 251 regular season games and 8-15 in the postseason without winning any series.




Hynes, 48, is 284-255-63 in eight NHL seasons. The Predators fired him on May 30, six weeks after missing the playoffs. They lost in the opening round in each of three previous years, starting in 2020 when he was hired midseason to replace the fired Peter Laviolette. The Devils fired Hynes about a month before he was plucked off the market by the Predators.
Hynes was a coach in the AHL, like Evason, prior to his first NHL head coaching position. Hynes was named AHL Coach of the Year with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in 2011. The native of Warwick, Rhode Island, played at Boston University from 1993-97, playing in four Frozen Fours and winning the 1995 NCAA championship.
During the pandemic break, Guerin decided to drop the interim tag and give Evason the job once the Wild resumed practice. They lost a best-of-five series to Vancouver in the qualifying round that year, then dropped best-of-seven first round matchups with Vegas in 2021, St. Louis in 2022 and Dallas in 2023. 
The 2021-22 ending was the most disappointing, when the Wild posted a franchise-record 113 points in the regular season for the second-best record in the Western Conference behind eventual champion Colorado. They lost to the Blues in six games.
"Dean did an excellent job during his tenure with the Minnesota Wild, especially as head coach of our team," Guerin said in a statement distributed by the club. "I am very thankful for his hard work and dedication to our organization. I would also like to thank Bob for his hard work during his time as an assistant coach with the Wild. I wish Dean, Bob and their families all the best in the future."
Evason is already the second NHL coach fired this season after the Edmonton Oilers dismissed Jay Woodcroft and replaced him with Kris Knoblauch. The Oilers have won four of seven since.
Not much has gone well for the Wild (5-10-4) this season, after bringing back largely the same roster due to salary cap constraints stemming from the contract buyouts two years ago of franchise cornerstones Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. 
Matt Boldy, who scored 31 goals last season, has scored just once 12 games into the first season of his $49 million, seven-year contract. Kirill Kaprizov -- the team's highest-paid player at $9 million per season -- has six goals in 19 games. Evason had been critical of both of the young stars, imploring them to elevate their performances. The Wild are 22nd in the league in goals per game (2.95). 
Only the lowly San Jose Sharks have allowed more goals per game than Minnesota (3.95), with Filip Gustavsson and Marc-Andre Fleury struggling and the defense in front of them uncharacteristically flimsy. Defenseman Jared Spurgeon, the team captain, missed the first 13 games with an upper body injury and has no points in six games since his return. The Wild's penalty kill is last in the league with a woeful 66.7% success rate.
Adding to the misery on Monday was a two-game suspension issued by the NHL to center Ryan Hartman for a tripping foul in the last game.
Still, it's early enough that the Wild can turn this around and climb back into contention for the playoffs. They've reached the postseason in 10 of the last 11 years. Eighth-place Seattle is just 8-9-5, seven points ahead of Minnesota.
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno contributed.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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Cardinals get AL Cy Young runner-up Sonny Gray to anchor revamped starting rotation

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Minnesota Twins pitcher Sonny Gray works against the Toronto Blue Jays during the first inning of Game 2 of an AL wild-card baseball playoff series Oct. 4, 2023, in Minneapolis. The St. Louis Cardinals agreed with AL Cy Young runner-up Gray on a three-year contract Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, to anchor their staff heading into next season. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Sonny Gray delivers during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels, Sept. 23, 2023, in Minneapolis. The St. Louis Cardinals agreed with AL Cy Young runner-up Gray on a three-year contract Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, to anchor their staff heading into next season. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)]
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                                        The St. Louis Cardinals made their biggest splash yet in an attempt to revamp their lackluster rotation, agreeing with AL Cy Young runner-up Sonny Gray on a three-year contract Monday to anchor their staff heading into next season.
John Mozeliak, the Cardinals' president of baseball operations, already had signed free agent right-handers Kyle Gibson and Lance Lynn to one-year deals. But Mozeliak also said the Cardinals were not at "the finish line," and a week later, they have one of the best pitchers on the free-agent market at the front of their rotation.
"We were hoping to sign a couple of pitchers we knew we could count on for innings," Mozeliak said, "and if we could accomplish that, we were hoping we could do something a little bigger, a little longer, and obviously that's where Sonny fits in."

    


The 34-year-old Gray went 8-8 with a 2.79 ERA for Minnesota last season. He turned down a qualifying offer from the Twins, who get an additional pick in next year's amateur draft as compensation for losing him, currently No. 33. 




St. Louis will lose its second-highest selection. It could be a small price to pay for a big boost to their rotation.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Where I am in my career," Gray said during a news conference at Busch Stadium, "I want to win. I'm coming to an organization like St. Louis -- the tradition, just walking in here this morning, walking around seeing everything -- the history is there. The feel is there. It's just a baseball town and city and a place that I'm thrilled to be able to come and be part of it."
The Cardinals went 71-91 last season for their worst record since 1995, and the biggest culprit was pitching. Their rotation had a 5.08 ERA, fifth worst in the major leagues, and when the bullpen was added to the mix, their 4.79 ERA ranked 24th.
The Cardinals only had right-hander Miles Mikolas and left-hander Steven Matz under contract for 2024, so it made sense for them to move quickly and sign Lynn and Gibson to absorb innings at the back of the rotation.

    


The 36-year-old Lynn, a two-time All-Star and part of the Cardinals' 2011 World Series title team, went 13-11 with the White Sox and Dodgers last season. Gibson, also 36, went 15-9 with a 4.73 ERA for AL East champion Baltimore last season.
Gray is expected to be right at the front of the rotation.
The former first-round pick of the A's spent four seasons in Oakland, struggled during the 2018 season with the Yankees, then had a breakthrough after a 2019 trade to the Reds. He went 23-20 with a 3.89 ERA over three seasons in Cincinnati.
Gray was dealt to Minnesota last year, where his season was derailed by hamstring and pectoral injuries. But he bounced back with the best season of his 11-year career, finishing second to the Yankees' Gerrit Cole in AL Cy Young voting.
"Going into the offseason we knew he was going to be someone of high interest," Mozeliak said. "The real question became the timing. How do we accomplish what we felt like we had to accomplish, and do it in an order where the music didn't stop and we were left standing? We feel good about where we are today because we were able to add these three arms."

    


Gray said the Cardinals were not the first team to discuss a deal this offseason. In fact, Gray and his agent, Bo McKinnis, were moving ahead with other offers and starting to imagine how he would fit in with other clubs.
"Then you do finally get a call and you get intrigued," Gray said. "You move down the road and once it becomes clear, I did tell Bo, 'This is the place. Let's make it work.' And I don't know if a lot of free agents say that but it's just who I am."
Gray said he spoke to several current and former Cardinals, including Adam Wainwright, who just wrapped up an 18-year big league career spent entirely in St. Louis. All of them spoke highly of the club, the fanbase and the culture they created.
"It's a place that every time I've come here as a visitor, I've looked at the stadium and said, 'Wow, this place is incredible," Gray said. "I looked around the seats and I saw the fans, and the fans continued to show up and support this team. Everyone raves about St. Louis, the Cardinals, the fans, and how the fans support you. How they are hard on you. How they expect you to win games, expect greatness, which is something as a player -- as a competitor -- that is something that you want."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/
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Michael Penix Jr. and No. 3 Washington need the offense to start clicking again against No. 5 Oregon

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Washington wide receiver Rome Odunze (1) runs in a touchdown in front of Washington State defensive back Sam Lockett III (0) during the first half of an NCAA college football game ,Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Washington wide receiver Rome Odunze (1) runs in a touchdown in front of Washington State defensive back Sam Lockett III (0) during the first half of an NCAA college football game ,Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
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    [image: Washington quarterback Michael Penix Jr. (9) celebrates throwing a touchdown to wide receiver Rome Odunze (1) against Washington State during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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    [image: Washington quarterback Michael Penix Jr. throws a touchdown pass to wide receiver Rome Odunze against Washington State during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- While he's had one big game after another, Rome Odunze can see not all is right with the offense for No. 3 Washington.
It hasn't looked quite right since Odunze caught the winning touchdown to beat Oregon in October -- the same team the Huskies will see in the Pac-12 championship game on Friday.
"I think we need to clean a lot of things up," Odunze said. "In several different moments we're not able to execute and move the ball. It comes down to our attitude and effort on every single play and they need to improve immediately."

    


Ask around and you'll get different answers from the Huskies about where things stand on the offensive side heading into a second meeting with the fifth-ranked Ducks.




Odunze expressed his worries following Washington's 24-21 win over Washington State on Saturday that completed the first 12-0 regular season in Pac-12 history even as the conference is ready to break apart. But it was also the second straight game and third in the past six that the Huskies were held under 25 points.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Quarterback Michael Penix Jr. was more dismissive of the concerns, while offensive coordinator Ryan Grubb and head coach Kalen DeBoer fell somewhere in the middle.
"I feel like we played good complementary football toward the end of the game, but for the offensive side of the ball, we've got to play better. And we will," Penix said after the Apple Cup. "I trust and believe in everybody on that side of the ball. We just look forward to the next opportunity. But at the same time, we understand that we've got to play better."
No matter the actual concern level among those involved, there's no debating that Washington hasn't carved up defenses with the ease it displayed leading up to the 36-33 win over Oregon on Oct. 14.

    


The Huskies know the offense must get better in short order. 
Penix put himself at the top of the Heisman Trophy list with his performance in the first meeting against Oregon, only to see his numbers slowly diminish in the following weeks. He threw for a season-low 162 yards against Oregon State and had only 204 yards passing against Washington State.
In four of his past five games, Penix's completion percentage has been under 58%. In the first five games of the season, his low was 72.5%. The Huskies have also been more turnover prone, with 10 of their 16 on the season coming in the final six games.
"It's statistical evidence that it hasn't been as effective and I know everybody worries about how much the ball is going down the field or not going down the field, but I think we also made a lot of those plays that got us some big wins," Grubb said.
He's right. Despite the decreased numbers, the Huskies have unquestionably been tested and to date overcome all those challenges with a lot of big plays in big moments. It's been Odunze in the middle of a lot of those.

    


His touchdown catch with 1:38 left against Oregon was the game-winner. He caught two TDs and made the critical grab on the final third down to clinch the win at Oregon State.
In the Apple Cup, Odunze had two more TD catches and was responsible for the biggest run of the game, taking a reverse 23 yards on fourth and 1 to help set up the winning field goal on the final play.
"I feel like at this point we've proven that we're a resilient team and that we're willing to go through the adversity and grind out tough games," Odunze said.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here ___ AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Colorado QB Shedeur Sanders missed season finale at Utah with fracture in back, according to video

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Washington State defensive end Ron Stone Jr. (10) sacks Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Nov. 17, 2023, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)]
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    [image: Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) walks toward the locker room during the first half of the team's NCAA college football game against Washington State, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)]
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    [image: Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders prepares to throw a pass during the first half of the team's NCAA college football game against Washington State, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)]
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                                        BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders missed the season finale at Utah on Saturday due to a fracture in his back, according to a YouTube video posted by "Well Off Media."
The site is run by one of coach Deion Sanders' children and has been tracking the Buffaloes with behind-the-scenes footage throughout the season. The title of the video was, "Colorado Ends Their Season 4-8 With Loss To Utah: PAC 12 Refs Are TERRIBLE: Shedeur's Injury."
It's unclear when Shedeur Sanders suffered the injury. He was sacked 52 times this season behind a struggling offensive line that Deion Sanders has pledged to bolster before next season. Shedeur Sanders needed at least two pain-numbing injections this season to get through games and a few days off from practice every so often to recover from hits.

    


Sanders discussed his latest injury on the video as he walked onto the field Saturday. He was asked if the injury would be revealed after the Utah game and he wasn't sure. A graphic flashed on the screen, saying, "he has a fracture in his back." 




"It's crazy because I feel good, bro," Shedeur Sanders said on the video before the Buffaloes' 23-17 loss to the Utes dropped them to 4-8 in their final season in the Pac-12 before bolting for the Big 12. "But when I start running for real, it's like the idea is, 'I feel good.' Realistically, bro, you can't. I can't even throw right now."

    
    


    

    
        
    



The school wouldn't comment Monday on the injury.
Sanders threw for 3,230 yards to break the program's single-season record of 3,200 set by Sefo Liufau in 2014. Sanders also finished with 27 touchdown passes, just one shy of tying the mark held by Liufau. Sanders also completed 69.3% of his passes, another top mark.
It was a roller-coaster first season for Deion Sanders after he was brought in to turn around a 1-11 program. The team started 3-0 before losing eight of nine to end the year. Their only win during the skid was a 27-24 victory at Arizona State on Oct. 7 courtesy of a field goal in the waning seconds.

    


Colorado was the talk of college football all season long, with Folsom Field the place to be. The Buffaloes sold out all six home games for the first time in school history, with many a celebrity showing up on the sideline.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Purdue back at No. 1 in AP Top 25, Arizona up to No. 2; 'Nova, BYU, Colorado State jump into top 20

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Marquette forward David Joplin tries to shoot over Purdue center Zach Edey (15) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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    [image: Purdue center Zach Edey dunks against Marquette during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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    [image: Purdue center Zach Edey (15) guards Marquette forward Oso Ighodaro during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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    [image: Arizona guard Caleb Love (2) shoots past Michigan State forward Malik Hall (25) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023, in Palm Desert, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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    [image: Kansas center Hunter Dickinson (1) goes for the net over Chaminade forward Wyatt Lowell (25) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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    [image: Colorado State guard Nique Clifford (10) celebrates during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Creighton Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Colorado State won 69-48. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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    [image: Kansas center Hunter Dickinson (1) goes for the net over Chaminade forward Wyatt Lowell (25) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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    [image: Colorado State guard Nique Clifford (10) celebrates during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Creighton Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Colorado State won 69-48. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        Purdue is back atop The Associated Press Top 25 men's college basketball poll, right where it spent so much of last season.
The Boilermakers ascended to No. 1 on Monday after an impressive run through a loaded field at the Maui Invitational. They beat Gonzaga, Tennessee and Marquette -- three of the top 11 teams in the nation -- in consecutive days, and that was enough to earn 60 of 63 first-place votes from the national panel of Top 25 voters.
It took the Boilermakers until Dec. 12 to reach No. 1 last year, where they spent seven weeks over two different stints.

    


"Our guys were resilient, I thought they hung in there, and I thought at times we didn't play our best basketball in the three days, but I thought we played really hard," Purdue coach Matt Painter said after the Maui Invitational. "We competed, and that is what you got to do. You got to just sometimes hang in there and just keep competing and make one more play."




Purdue replaced preseason No. 1 Kansas, which fell to fifth after losing to Marquette in the Maui semifinals before beating Tennessee in the third-place game. Arizona moved up one spot to No. 2 with one first-place vote, Marquette climbed a spot to third and UConn was fourth with two first-place votes.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The defending national champion Huskies play the Jayhawks on Friday night at Allen Fieldhouse.
Houston remained sixth while Duke climbed to seventh, Miami to eighth and Baylor to ninth. Tennessee only fell three places to 10th after its losses to Purdue and Kansas in Maui, a reflection of the stiff competition.
"I've said all along, I like being in big games. If you want to win a big game, you got to get in a big game," Volunteers coach Rick Barnes said. "I've been doing this a long time, and I enjoy these games because I want to see us play at the highest level. I want to see us execute at the highest level. I want to see our guys learn from this."

    


Gonzaga remained at No. 11 after its trip to Maui, and Kentucky was 12th. Florida Atlantic used its win over then-No. 12 Texas A&M on the way to an ESPN Events Invitational title to jump six spots to No. 13, right ahead of the Aggies. Creighton plummeted seven spots to No. 15 after getting walloped by Colorado State in the Hall of Fame Classic championship game.
Texas and North Carolina were followed by Villanova, which returned to the poll, and then BYU and the Rams, who both jumped into the poll for the first time this season. Mississippi State, James Madison, Alabama, Illinois and Oklahoma rounded out the Top 25.
RISING AND FALLING
FAU made a big climb this week. The Owls followed a humbling loss to Bryant with an impressive trip to Kissimmee, Florida, where they followed tough wins over Butler and Texas A&M by dismantling Virginia Tech for the ESPN Events title. 
Creighton took the biggest fall. The Bluejays easily beat Loyola Chicago at the Hall of Fame in Kansas City, Missouri, then were run out of T-Mobile Center by the Rams, who shut down Baylor Scheierman in their 69-48 victory.

    


IN AND OUT
Villanova, BYU and Colorado State not only entered the poll but jumped right into the top 20. The Wildcats were No. 18 after winning the Battle 4 Atlantis, the Cougars right behind after a Vegas Showdown title and the Rams used their first top-10 win since 1984 against Creighton to enter at No. 20.
Illinois and Oklahoma joined them in the poll at the expense of Colorado, Michigan State, Arkansas, USC and Virginia.
ON THE DOORSTEP
Memphis, San Diego State, Colorado, Ohio State and TCU received the most votes among those outside the poll. Princeton earned 14 votes after its 6-0 start; the Tigers have not been ranked since they were No. 8 in the final poll of the 1997-98 season.

    


CONFERENCE WATCH
The Big 12 led all conferences with six teams in the Top 25, followed by the SEC with five and the Big East with four. There were 10 different conferences represented this week.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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USC up to 6th for best ranking in AP women's poll in 29 years; South Carolina still unanimous No. 1

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) celebrates after a 93-42 win against Le Moyne in an NCAA college basketball game in Los Angeles, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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    [image: South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley drives for a layup against Mississippi Valley State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Columbia, S.C., Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. South Carolina won 101-19. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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    [image: UCLA's Kiki Rice brings the ball up the floor as UConn's Ashlynn Shade watches during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Cayman Islands Classic in George Town, Cayman Islands, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kevin Morales)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | UCLA's Kiki Rice brings the ball up the floor as UConn's Ashlynn Shade watches during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Cayman Islands Classic in George Town, Cayman Islands, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kevin Morales)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        USC up to 6th for best ranking in AP women's poll in 29 years; South Carolina still unanimous No. 1

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) celebrates after a 93-42 win against Le Moyne in an NCAA college basketball game in Los Angeles, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) celebrates after a 93-42 win against Le Moyne in an NCAA college basketball game in Los Angeles, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) celebrates after a 93-42 win against Le Moyne in an NCAA college basketball game in Los Angeles, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley drives for a layup against Mississippi Valley State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Columbia, S.C., Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. South Carolina won 101-19. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley drives for a layup against Mississippi Valley State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Columbia, S.C., Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. South Carolina won 101-19. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley drives for a layup against Mississippi Valley State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Columbia, S.C., Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. South Carolina won 101-19. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: UCLA's Kiki Rice brings the ball up the floor as UConn's Ashlynn Shade watches during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Cayman Islands Classic in George Town, Cayman Islands, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kevin Morales)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | UCLA's Kiki Rice brings the ball up the floor as UConn's Ashlynn Shade watches during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Cayman Islands Classic in George Town, Cayman Islands, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kevin Morales)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
UCLA's Kiki Rice brings the ball up the floor as UConn's Ashlynn Shade watches during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Cayman Islands Classic in George Town, Cayman Islands, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Kevin Morales)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DOUG FEINBERG

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Stellar freshman Juju Watkins has helped Southern California climb the AP Top 25 to the team's best ranking in 29 years.
The Trojans moved up to sixth in The Associated Press women's basketball poll Monday, its highest mark since the 1994 season when they reached No. 4. Watkins has been a huge reason why, already with three 30-point-plus games this season to match the school record for freshmen held by Trojan greats Lisa Leslie and Paula McGee.
"We had a challenging schedule early and we met those challenges," USC coach Lindsay Gottlieb said. "Obviously Juju is so phenomenal, to see her adapt to the college game and adapt as quickly is so impressive."

    


South Carolina remained the unanimous choice at No. 1 from the 36-member national media panel. The Gamecocks cruised to two easy wins over the Thanksgiving holiday. 




UCLA, Stanford, Iowa and N.C. State round out the top five.

    
    


    

    
        
    



UCLA, Stanford and Iowa all had successful runs in holiday tournaments last week. The Bruins beat UConn for the first time in school history, topping the Huskies in the inaugural Cayman Islands Classic. 
The Wolfpack knocked off another top-five opponent, routing then-No. 3 Colorado in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Coach Wes Moore's squad has gone from being unranked in the preseason poll to fifth. 
"We were picked to finish eighth in the ACC, and we weren't ranked two weeks ago," Moore said. "It's what I've been telling them: 'Stay hungry, stay hungry and keep doing what you've been doing.' Right now, they're putting the team first, and not caring who gets the credit."

    


Colorado fell into a tie for seventh with LSU. The Buffaloes knocked off the then-No. 1 Tigers to start the season.
Virginia Tech is ninth and Texas 10th. The Longhorns host UConn on Sunday in the Jimmy V Classic. The Huskies, who are once again beset by injuries, dropped out of the top 10 for the first time since Jan. 3, 2022.
POLL POINTS
Princeton entered the Top 25 for the second consecutive year. The Tigers, who were ranked in the preseason last year before falling out, topped Oklahoma before falling to Indiana. Princeton's only other loss this season was a three-point defeat at UCLA.
It is the third straight season that the Tigers have been ranked for at least one week.

    


Marquette jumped into the poll at No. 23 after wins over Boston College and Arkansas. The ranking comes nearly a year to the date of the Golden Eagles last appearance in the Top 25 after they had a successful run at the Battle 4 Atlantis. 
Washington State and Oklahoma fell out of the rankings.
CHALLENGE WEEK
The inaugural ACC/SEC Challenge will take place this week with some marquee matchups that include No. 18 Notre Dame against No. 20 Tennessee; No. 9 Virginia Tech against No. 7 LSU; and No. 24 North Carolina playing top-ranked South Carolina. 
___
Get alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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Burrow-less Bengals have to rally around backup Browning to keep the season from going in the tank

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker T.J. Watt, bottom, sacks Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Jake Browning (6) during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Steelers won 16-10. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker T.J. Watt, bottom, sacks Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Jake Browning (6) during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Steelers won 16-10. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Ja'Marr Chase (1) catches a pass from quarterback Jake Browning for a first down with Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback Joey Porter Jr. (24) defending during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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    [image: Cincinnati Bengals head coach Zac Taylor, center, walks the sidelines during the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Dean)]
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- A gray, wet sky blanketed Paycor Stadium on Sunday. It looked a lot like the state of the season for the Cincinnati Bengals at the moment.
Jake Browning and Co. have a lot of work to do.
Back in October, Cincinnati was confident and roaring again, winning four straight games behind a finally healthy Joe Burrow. At 5-3, the Bengals were back in the thick of the AFC North.

    


Then came a three-point home loss to Houston on Nov. 12. 




Then it got worse.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Burrow was lost for the season when he tore a ligament in his right hand during a 34-20 loss at Baltimore on Nov. 16. The star quarterback had surgery on Monday.
With former practice squad QB Browning making his first NFL start Sunday, the last-place Bengals lost 16-10 to Pittsburgh. They dropped to 5-6, a full two games behind the 7-4 Steelers and Browns and well out of reach of the 9-3 Ravens on top of the AFC North.
All hope of making the playoffs for a third straight season is not lost, but the defending division champions will have to figure out how to win without their spiritual leader and rally behind a new quarterback who doesn't look ready for prime time.

    


"That's how the NFL season goes. You're going to hit stretches, and you've got to find a way to overcome them and regroup," coach Zac Taylor said.
"Our attention to detail will continue to be sharp, and we will find ways to win in December," he said. "This team has shown the ability to do that in the past."
WHAT'S WORKING
The defense surrendered 421 yards on Sunday, but it limited the Steelers to one touchdown and three field goals. The Steelers punted four times and fumbled the ball away once. Cincinnati held them to three points in the first half.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
Browning's numbers weren't terrible -- 19 for 26 for 227 yards with a touchdown and an interception -- but the pass protection will need to get better for the inexperienced quarterback to succeed. He was sacked four times, twice by T.J. Watt. And again, Cincinnati struggled to run the ball, making the offense one-dimensional.
STOCK UP
Ja'Marr Chase had his best game in three weeks, catching four of six targets for 81 yards. The star wide receiver grabbed a tipped pass in the second quarter and turned it into a 31-yard gain. Two plays later, Browning found tight end Drew Sample for the Bengals' only touchdown.
STOCK DOWN
RB Joe Mixon carried the ball eight times for 16 yards before the Bengals stopped trying to run at all. Some of the blame has to be absorbed by the offensive line, which hasn't been able to make the run game click all season. 

    


INJURIES
LB Logan Wilson injured an ankle near the end of the game. ... WR Tee Higgins (hamstring) has missed the past three games.
KEY NUMBER
2 for 10 -- Cincinnati's third-down conversion rate against the Steelers.

    


NEXT STEPS
Burrow won't be back, so the Bengals have got to make Browning competitive or perhaps turn to former XFL quarterback A.J. McCarron, who is in his second stint with the Bengals. The rugged finishing schedule starts Monday night at Jacksonville. The Jags are 8-3, good enough for first place in the AFC South. Each of the six teams left on Cincinnati's schedule currently has a winning record. The Bengals still have rematches ahead with the Steelers (Dec. 23) and Browns (Jan. 7). 
"There will be a lot of outside noise. We've got to stick together in here," DT Zach Carter said. 
___
AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Vikings opt for caution and rule Jefferson out ahead of game vs. Bears for his 7th absence

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Justin Jefferson reacts from the sideline during the first half of an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers, Oct. 23, 2023, in Minneapolis. The Vikings designated wide receiver Jefferson for return from injured reserve Wednesday, Nov. 8, bringing the 2022 NFL Offensive Player of the Year back to practice with three weeks to assess the readiness of his strained right hamstring for game action. (AP Photo/Stacy Bengs, File)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The Minnesota Vikings ruled wide receiver Justin Jefferson out of their Monday night game against Chicago about four hours ahead of kickoff, taking the cautious route and keeping the All-Pro sidelined for a seventh straight game.
The Vikings listed Jefferson as questionable on the final scheduled injury report for the third straight week, but the 2022 NFL Offensive Player of the Year was officially downgraded to out.
Jefferson returned to practice on Nov. 8, but with Minnesota's bye on the schedule this weekend, the opportunity to give him extra time for his hamstring injury to heal clearly was appealing.

    


If Jefferson is not activated from injured reserve next week, he'd be ineligible to play the rest of the season. The Vikings next play Dec. 10 at Las Vegas.
The Vikings also elevated linebacker Anthony Barr to the practice squad for the game against the Bears. Starting cornerback Akayleb Evans (calf) was inactive, along with third quarterback Jaren Hall, tight end Nick Muse, linebacker Nick Vigil, guard Chris Reed and tackle Hakeem Adeniji.
The Bears had third quarterback Nathan Peterman, running back D'Onta Foreman (ankle/shin), safety Quindell Johnson, cornerback Tyrique Stevenson, linebacker Noah Sewell (knee), tackle Larry Borom (illness) and defensive end Dominique Robinson inactive.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Pierce faces uphill battle to show he should be the Raiders coach

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Las Vegas Raiders interim head coach Antonio Pierce stands on the field during the first half of an NFL football game against the Kansas City Chiefs, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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    [image: Las Vegas Raiders interim head coach Antonio Pierce attends a news conference after an NFL football game against the Kansas City Chiefs, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        HENDERSON, Nev. (AP) -- Antonio Pierce knows the NFL is a results-based business, and he has five games remaining to prove his case that the Raiders should remove the interim tag and name him the head coach.
"I'm racing time now," Pierce said Monday. "Clock is ticking. It's almost over. I get it. But the best part about it, I know whenever this is over that I've gotten better." 
Las Vegas is 2-2 since he replaced the fired Josh McDaniels, with victories over both New York teams that are a combined 8-15 and losses to Miami and Kansas City, each 8-3 and leaders of their respective divisions.

    


So no surprises there, and there isn't enough evidence yet that Pierce should be the Raiders coach past this season. Also no evidence that he shouldn't be that person.




But what's to come after the bye week doesn't exactly work in Pierce's favor.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Four of the Raiders' final five games are against teams with winning records, including a rematch with the Chiefs in Kansas City. The only team with a losing record, the 4-7 Los Angeles Chargers, already beat Las Vegas 24-17 on Oct. 1, and Justin Herbert is one of the league's most talented quarterbacks.
The Raiders did beat one of those final five opponents, opening the season with a 17-16 victory at Denver. But the Broncos are riding a five-game winning streak at the moment, and Russell Wilson is finding his old playmaking groove.
If Pierce can at least be competitive down the stretch and maybe even steal a victory or two, he could make a strong argument to keep the job. He also would have history working in his favor, with the memory fresh from two years ago of Davis bypassing interim coach Rich Bisaccia -- who had just taken the Raiders to the playoffs -- in favor of the big name in McDaniels.

    


A move that in retrospect didn't work out.
Davis, however, has shown a tendency to go for the shiny object, giving a 10-year contract to lure Jon Gruden from the broadcast booth in 2018. If a coach emerges after this season who will be an attention-grabber (see: Michigan's Jim Harbaugh), Davis could try to make a play for him.
Pierce understands the business and isn't making any assumptions.
"I've got five weeks," Pierce said. "Get right. If I don't get right, I'll have a lot more time off -- 52 weeks. I can do the math."

    


WHAT'S WORKING
Josh Jacobs has gotten going under Pierce. He had one down game, gaining 39 yards against the Dolphins. Jacobs otherwise rushed for 98, 116 and 110 yards. This was much closer to the back who led the NFL in rushing last season, and the Raiders will need this kind of production to close the season. It also would help Jacobs' argument for a new contract, though probably only so much given the financial climate for running backs.
WHAT NEEDS WORK
Pierce has made some odd in-game decisions, playing ultra safe two weeks in a row. He didn't attack the end zone a week ago at Miami when Las Vegas recovered a fumble at the Dolphins 32 with 58 seconds left. Then, on Sunday against Kansas City, the Raiders had a fourth-and-1 at the Chiefs 12 while up 7-0 and opted for a field goal that missed. It was as if McDaniels, not exactly known for his aggressiveness in Las Vegas, had never left the sideline.
STOCK UP
Not that anyone has questioned Maxx Crosby's toughness, but it was on display again Sunday. The defensive end was doubtful because of a knee injury and even spent time in a hospital Thursday night. But Crosby was on the field against the Chiefs and even sacked Patrick Mahomes at one point.

    


STOCK DOWN
Hard to believe given how outstanding they usually are, but special teams were a letdown against the Chiefs. Daniel Carlson, who owns the top four single-season field goal percentages in team history, missed a 30-yard attempt. AJ Cole entered the game with a 51.9-yard gross punting average and 47.1 net average, but finished with averages of 39.0 and 35.7.
Also, the Raiders waived cornerback Marcus Peters and safety Roderic Teamer on Monday. Peters signed just before training camp. Teamer was arrested Saturday night on charges of driving under the influence and speeding.
INJURIES
There were no updates.

    


KEY NUMBER
0 -- The Raiders for the first time in franchise history had zero accepted penalties and zero turnovers. Las Vegas became the first team to lose under that scenario since Jacksonville in 2002.
NEXT STEPS
The Raiders host the Minnesota Vikings on Dec. 10.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Bengals QB Joe Burrow has right wrist surgery, expected to make full recovery

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) stands on the sidelines during the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Dean)]
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow had surgery Monday to repair a torn ligament in his right wrist.
"The procedure went as planned and he is expected to make a complete recovery," the Bengals said in a statement.
Burrow was lost for the season when he injured his wrist during a 34-20 loss at Baltimore on Nov. 16. Backup Jake Browning started in his place Sunday as the Bengals lost their third game in a row, 16-10 to the Steelers.

    


The team didn't disclose where Burrow had surgery, but it said he was returning to Cincinnati to begin the recovery and rehab process.
The franchise quarterback was forced to miss training camp with a strained calf muscle that limited his mobility early in the season.
Browning is expected to start Monday night when the Bengals (5-6) visit Jacksonville. 
___
AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Saints seeing signs of patience wearing thin, frustration growing as mistakes continue

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New Orleans Saints quarterback Derek Carr (4) fumbles the ball against the Atlanta Falcons during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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    [image: New Orleans Saints running back Alvin Kamara (41) runs after a catch against the Atlanta Falcons during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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    [image: New Orleans Saints head coach Dennis Allen answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Minnesota Vikings, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Matt Krohn)]
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    [image: New Orleans Saints safety Tyrann Mathieu (32) celebrates an interception against the Atlanta Falcons during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- During each of Alvin Kamara's first four NFL seasons, the New Orleans Saints were a playoff team and even the NFC's top playoff seed during the dynamic running back's second year on the club.
So Kamara knows what it feels like to be on a team of such quality, and it's not a feeling he has now.
The Saints (5-6) missed a chance to take control of the NFC South when they lost to Atlanta on Sunday and enter Week 13 plagued by numerous injuries and lingering red zone issues that are sinking their season. 

    


"We don't have an identity as a team," Kamara said. "We're a team that says we want to do and we don't do -- and it shows.




"It gets to a certain point where all the talking in the world doesn't matter," he added. "You have to find a way to do it."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Second-year Saints coach Dennis Allen on Monday disagreed with the notion that the Saints lack an identity. He sees a team that is "explosive" on offense and "opportunistic" on defense. 
Two interceptions on Sunday by veteran safety Tyrann Mathieu, for instance, gave the Saints 20 takeaways this season, tied for fourth most in the league.
Meanwhile, the Saints outgained Atlanta in total yards, 444-396. And that was without starting receiver Michael Thomas, who is out at least three more games with a knee injury, and for most of the game without fellow starter Rashid Shaheed, who injured his right leg in the first half.

    


Leading receiver Chris Olave had seven catches for 114 yards before being knocked out of the game with a concussion in the second half. 
But Allen says that what the Saints have done well this season has been repeatedly undermined by game-changing mistakes, be it untimely penalties, botched assignments or turnovers.
"The message to the team was that's unacceptable. We've got to be better," said Allen, who has an increasing number of fans calling for his firing on social media and local sports talk shows. "I can appreciate the fans' urgency and I can assure you that the people inside the building feel the same sense of urgency." 
In eight Saints drives that presented scoring opportunities, New Orleans never got in the end zone. 
The Saints attempted six field goals (with kicker Blake Grupe making five) and turned the ball over twice inside the 10-yard line on Derek Carr's interception that was returned for a touchdown and on Taysom Hill's fumble.

    


"We made some critical mistakes that, if we don't make critical mistakes in those situations we're probably having a different discussion here," Allen said.
For Kamara, seeing so many opportunities squandered through 11 games is getting tiresome.
"We already know we got to get better," Kamara said. "How are we going to get better? What are we going to do to get better?"
WHAT'S WORKING
The Saints' secondary continues to rank favorably against the rest of the NFL after giving up just 168 yards passing to Falcons QB Desmond Ridder. New Orleans ranks seventh against the pass, allowing 196.3 yards through the air per game.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
The red zone offense is in crisis. After the Saints made five trips inside the Atlanta 20 without a TD on Sunday, they are converting 42.5% of red zone opportunities into touchdowns this season. That ranks fourth worst in the NFL.
"That's certainly been an issue for us. We haven't been able to get that corrected," said Allen, who wouldn't rule out seeing if there should be more opportunities for veteran tight end Jimmy Graham in the red zone. "That's going to continue to be a focus of ours."
STOCK UP
S Tyrann Mathieu. His two interceptions of Ridder included one in the red zone. He now has three interceptions this season, second most on the club.

    


STOCK DOWN
Carr is becoming increasingly associated with the Saints' inability to get in the end zone. The Saints have just three TDs in their past 32 offensive possessions and Carr didn't touch the ball on any of them. Winston threw the Saints' past two TD passes after Carr got hurt in Minnesota. The touchdown before that came on a pass from Taysom Hill against Chicago in Week 9. 
INJURIES
The Saints could be without all three of their starting receivers this week, given the injuries to Olave, Shaheed, and Thomas already being out at least three more games. Meanwhile, defensive end Cameron Jordan left Sunday's game with an ankle injury that is still being evaluated, Allen said.
KEY NUMBER
1 -- The number of times the Saints have won as many as three games in a row since franchise all-time passer Drew Brees retired after the 2020 season (a season in which New Orleans won nine straight). 
NEXT STEPS
Three straight home games, starting this Sunday against Detroit, which lost to Green Bay on Thanksgiving and has not lost two straight all season. The good news for the Saints, schedule-wise, is that Detroit is the last team that currently has a winning record that they will play -- not that it helped against a Falcons team that was 4-6 before Sunday.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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NHL expands All-Star Weekend in Toronto, adding a women's 3-on-3 event among the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The NHL has expanded its upcoming All-Star Weekend in Toronto to add a women's 3-on-3 event and bring back the popular player draft.
The league announced the new "NHL All-Star Thursday" in a press release Monday.
Members of the new Professional Women's Hockey League will take part in a game at Scotiabank Arena on Feb. 1. Four All-Star captains matched with celebrities will draft their teams for the skills competition on Feb. 2 and 3-on-3 tournament on Feb. 3.

    


The NHL also will honor the 1967 Maple Leafs, Toronto's last team to win the Stanley Cup, as part of the festivities.




The women's hockey involvement continues a recent trend of involving some of the best players in the world in NHL All-Star Weekend. Canada's Sarah Nurse scoring on New York Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin was a highlight of the skills competition in 2023, and Kendall Coyne shined in the fastest skater event in 2019.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The PWHL is set to start its inaugural season in January.
"We can't wait to showcase our new league and our incredible athletes on NHL All-Star Thursday," PWHL senior vice president of hockey operations Jayna Hefford said. "We're delighted to be collaborating with the NHL, and we appreciate the opportunity to grow the game through the All-Star platform.
"Over the years, the inclusion of women's hockey in NHL events has created some very special experiences for players and fans, and we're certain NHL All-Star Thursday will provide even more memorable moments."
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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QB Will Howard, who led K-State to Big 12 title last season, among those entering portal

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Kansas State quarterback Will Howard scores a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Iowa State Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        Kansas State quarterback Will Howard, who led the Wildcats to the Big 12 title last season and another bowl game this season, joined Wildcats running back Treshaun Ward among a rush of players into college football's transfer portal Monday.
Most teams wrapped up regular seasons this past weekend, leading some to declare their intent to transfer. Howard and Ward are among those who are graduate transfers, meaning they could enter the portal and become immediately eligible, while players who have yet to graduate must wait until Dec. 4 to make their announcements official.
Howard emerged as the Wildcats' starter last year after injuries to Adrian Martinez, and he led them to an upset of eventual national runner-up TCU in the Big 12 title game. Howard was the clearcut starter entering this season, though he was pushed at times by freshman Avery Johnson, and threw for 2,643 yards with 24 touchdown passes and eight interceptions.

    


Howard, who will have one year of eligibility left, had tears in his eyes as he walked off the field after his final game at Kansas State on Saturday. He accounted for two touchdowns in a 42-35 loss to Iowa State in a game played in heavy snow.




In a social media post, Howard thanked Kansas State coach Chris Klieman, his teammates and the Wildcats' fanbase before concluding: "I'm looking forward to this next chapter in my life and in the possibilities that lie ahead."

    
    


    

    
        
    



His departure means that Johnson, one of the nation's best dual-threat quarterbacks coming out of high school, will likely start for the Wildcats (8-4, 6-3 Big 12) in their bowl game. Johnson threw for 301 yards and three touchdowns but may be even more dangerous on the ground -- he took over for Howard against Texas Tech and ran for five TDs in a 38-21 victory.
Ward, who arrived at Kansas State from Florida State, is transferring again after ceding playing time to D.J. Giddens throughout the season. He ran for 643 yards and five touchdowns while adding two touchdown receptions.
Another veteran QB hitting the portal Monday was Mississippi State's Will Rogers, who threw for 12,315 yards in four seasons with the Bulldogs; three of those seasons came while he was running the late coach Mike Leach's Air Raid offense. 

    


Rogers posted on social media before a season-ending loss to Ole Miss in the Battle for the Golden Egg that he would transfer.
Notre Dame wide receiver and running back Chris Tyree, along with offensive lineman Zeke Correll, also entered the portal. Each of them have played at least 40 games for the Fighting Irish.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Justin Herbert's struggles late in games one of many factors in Chargers' disappointing season

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert (10) is helped up after being sacked and fumbling the ball by Baltimore Ravens linebacker Jadeveon Clowney during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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    [image: Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) shakes hands with Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert (10) after an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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                                        Justin Herbert showed during his first three years that he could deliver a clutch drive to either tie or win the game for the Los Angeles Chargers.
Like many things gone awry in a disappointing season for the Chargers, Herbert hasn't been able to lead the offense to a late score when needed.
That was on display again in Sunday night's 20-10 loss to the Baltimore Ravens. 

    


The Chargers trailed 13-10 in the fourth quarter and had a chance to possibly send it into overtime after Justin Tucker missed a 44-yard field goal attempt with 2:57 remaining. 




Herbert and the offense took over at their own 34. They drove to the Ravens 46-yard line at the 2-minute warning, but Herbert had three straight incomplete passes and they turned it over on downs. On fourth-and-6, Herbert was pressured in the pocket and called for intentional grounding when he tried to throw it away.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I could have changed the protection. In hindsight, I would have loved to have blocked up with seven guys and get everyone in there and blocking. I thought I had time, it was a 6-yard route," Herbert said about the play. "I have to do a better job of creating space and getting the ball out."
Baltimore took over and put it out of reach on rookie Zay Flowers' 37-yard touchdown on an end-around.
Herbert led 10 tying or winning drives in his first three seasons when he got the ball in overtime or with less than 3 minutes remaining in regulation. He had an 85.9 passer rating with 10 touchdowns and five interceptions, and was sacked only four times.

    


This season, Herbert is 0 for 5 in the same situation with a passer rating of 40.1. He was been picked off twice and sacked seven times.
"It's up to us, as an offense, to go out there and execute and perform in those two-minute drills. We haven't done that, and that's on us," he said.
The Chargers defense, which is ranked last in the league, has been maligned most of the season, but the offense had some major struggles the past two games. Receivers and running backs dropped four passes in last weekend's 23-20 loss at Green Bay, and the offense had four turnovers against the Ravens.
Los Angeles came into the game tied for the least turnovers in the league.
"When you don't knock them down, everyone's going to be on you. That's part of the job. But there's no one that we would rather have with the ball in their hands late in the game than Justin Herbert," coach Brandon Staley said.

    


Los Angeles (4-7) has dropped three straight games. It is the fourth time in 11 seasons with Tom Telesco as the general manager that it has had four or fewer wins through the first 11 games.
However, the defense having one of its best games of the season against one of the AFC's top contenders does provide some glimmer of hope going into next weekend's trip to New England.
"We're very frustrated, but I mean, it's the NFL," wide receiver Keenan Allen said. "They were the No. 1 team and we gave them a dogfight. That's not an excuse or anything that I'm proud of or anything. It just shows you how close the league is."
WHAT'S WORKING
Third-down defense. The Chargers are tied for sixth, limiting teams to a 35.2% conversion rate after Baltimore was 3 of 14. Over the past four games, opposing offenses are just 18 of 57 on third down.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
The running game. Herbert was the team's leading rusher for the second straight week, which shows how dire things have become. Since their league-high 233 yards in the opener against Miami, the Chargers are averaging 91 yards in the past 10 games, the sixth-worst average in the league.
STOCK UP
Allen has 10 or more receptions in three straight games for the third time in his 11-year career. Allen had 14 catches for 106 yards and had multiple receptions on five different routes for the second time this season. According to the NFL's Next Gen Stats, the rest of the league has combined for two such games. 

    


STOCK DOWN
CB Michael Davis. After playing in 82.9% of the Chargers' defensive plays the first 10 games, the seventh-year pro was benched for the Ravens' game after allowing six touchdowns on the season. Davis' replacement, Deane Leonard, also struggled. Leonard gave up eight receptions on the 10 times he was targeted in coverage, including Flowers' touchdown in the second quarter. 
INJURIES
WR Quentin Johnston did not play in the second half due to rib issues.
KEY NUMBER
13 -- Sacks by Khalil Mack, which is tied for second in the league. Mack has registered a season with at least 12 sacks with three different teams (Raiders, Bears, Chargers), joining Hall of Famer Kevin Greene (Rams, Steelers, Panthers) as the only players to do that since individual sacks became an official NFL statistic in 1982.
NEXT STEPS
The Chargers have dropped six straight and nine of their last 10 meetings against New England, including two playoff games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Critics begin turning up the heat on Bills coach McDermott after latest last-minute collapse

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen gets sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen gets sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott meets with reporters after the team's NFL football game against the New York Jets in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. The Bills won 32-6. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes )]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott meets with reporters after the team's NFL football game against the New York Jets in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. The Bills won 32-6. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes )


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus catches a touchdown pass over Buffalo Bills safety Micah Hyde during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus catches a touchdown pass over Buffalo Bills safety Micah Hyde during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen celebrates after scoring against the Philadelphia Eagles during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen celebrates after scoring against the Philadelphia Eagles during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Critics begin turning up the heat on Bills coach McDermott after latest last-minute collapse

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen gets sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen gets sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen gets sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott meets with reporters after the team's NFL football game against the New York Jets in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. The Bills won 32-6. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes )]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott meets with reporters after the team's NFL football game against the New York Jets in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. The Bills won 32-6. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes )


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott meets with reporters after the team's NFL football game against the New York Jets in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023. The Bills won 32-6. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes )


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus catches a touchdown pass over Buffalo Bills safety Micah Hyde during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus catches a touchdown pass over Buffalo Bills safety Micah Hyde during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus catches a touchdown pass over Buffalo Bills safety Micah Hyde during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen celebrates after scoring against the Philadelphia Eagles during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen celebrates after scoring against the Philadelphia Eagles during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen celebrates after scoring against the Philadelphia Eagles during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By JOHN WAWROW

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) -- There's no nickname yet for Buffalo's latest last-minute collapse. For a growing number of Bills fans, it's one too many to occur under Sean McDermott.
Whether fair or not, frustration has set in among those who turned to social media, ready to turn the page on the seventh-year coach following a 37-34 overtime loss against the NFL-leading Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday.
It was an outing in which the Bills squandered a 10-point half-time lead, surrendered a tying 59-yard field goal with 20 seconds left, and then, after settling for a field goal in OT, were unable to prevent Jaylen Hurts from scampering into the end zone to cap a nine-play, 75-yard drive.

    


The ending was far too predictable for a team whose losses have become easily identifiable.




There's "13 Seconds," reflecting the amount of time left in regulation for the Chiefs to set up a tying field goal in a 42-36 overtime win in a 2021 season playoff meeting.

    
    


    

    
        
    



There was the "Hail Murray," named after Kyler Murray's desperation touchdown heave to DeAndre Hopkins to seal Arizona's 32-30 win in 2020.
And don't forget this season's "12 Men," in which Denver's Wil Lutz missed a 41-yard field-goal attempt before hitting his do-over from 36 yards as time expired after the Bills were flagged for too many men in the Broncos' 24-22 win.
Each loss tarnishes what is McDermott's otherwise strong resume that began with Buffalo ending a 17-year playoff drought during his first season in 2017. The Bills have qualified for the playoffs five of six times, and are three-time defending AFC East champs.

    


The only Bills coach to enjoy a better run was Hall of Famer Marv Levy, whose teams qualified for the playoffs eight times and lost four straight Super Bowl appearances during his tenure spanning 1986-97.
While some of the blame falls on McDermott, there remains plenty of good the coach has accomplished in keeping his team afloat -- but barely -- as Buffalo (6-6) enters a much-needed bye week.
In taking over the defensive play-calling duties, McDermott can be credited for keeping a patchwork unit competitive despite missing three key starters since Week 5.
It's a unit that, before the loss to the Eagles, was allowing 19 points a game. And even against Philadelphia, the Bills gave up 303 yards offense through regulation and forced the Eagles to punt five times.
McDermott was also decisive in addressing his team's midseason offensive slump by firing coordinator Ken Dorsey. The Josh Allen-led attack has regained its dynamic identity by combining for 66 points and 898 yards in its past two outings under interim coordinator Joe Brady.

    


The issues, meantime, are in the small details.
Penalties were a problem Sunday, with Buffalo flagged 11 times, though at least one was questionable.
Tyler Bass had a 34-yard field-goal attempt blocked and also missed from 48.
Brilliantly as Allen performed against Philadelphia, two of his passes played roles in the loss, too.
His fourth-quarter interception led to the Eagles going ahead 28-24. And Allen's miscommunication with receiver Gabe Davis -- Allen expected Davis to cut inside rather than out -- led to an incompletion rather than game-deciding touchdown on third-and-6 from Philadelphia's 22 in overtime. Buffalo settled for a field goal.

    


And McDermott can be second-guessed for his time-management decisions.
He wasted a timeout in a bid to "ice" Jake Elliott before the Eagles kicker lined up for his tying attempt. That left Buffalo with just one timeout, leading to McDermott's decision to have Allen kneel with 20 seconds left in regulation rather than attempt to drive into field-goal range.
McDermott said he was concerned about the rainy conditions and the Eagles' pass rush potentially causing a late turnover.
Taking the ball out of his best playmaker's hands, however, was open to second guessing.
"I'm rolling that back a million times in my mind and hopefully we're in that situation again," McDermott said.

    


As for his critics?
"It's understandable that they're antsy," McDermott said. "And listen, no one's more frustrated than I am. I can promise you that. We're working hard at figuring it out."
WHAT'S WORKING
Imaginative offensive play calling. Allen finished 29 of 51 for 339 yards by completing at least five passes to four receivers. He also let loose his running prowess with a season-best 81 yards on nine carries and two scores.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
Clutch plays. The Bills have lost their last six overtime games, including playoffs, since Allen's arrival in 2018. And they're 2-6 in games decided by six points or less this year.
STOCK UP
Davis. A week after not being targeted, the fourth-year receiver finished with six catches for a season-high 109 yards and a touchdown.
STOCK DOWN
Bass. The usually reliable fourth-year kicker has missed five of 23 field-goal attempts, one miss short of matching a season low set in his rookie season.
INJURIES
None reported from the game, while S Taylor Rapp (neck) and CB Dane Jackson (concussion) will get an extra week to heal.
KEY NUMBER
1-5 -- Allen's record this season -- and 12-18 overall -- when committing a turnover in the second half.
NEXT STEPS
A week off to rest before facing a grueling stretch that begins with a trip to Kansas City, followed by a home game against Dallas.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League 

    


CLEVELAND GUARDIANS -- Named Craig Albernaz as bench coach and Kai Correa as field coordinator. Promoted Rouglas Odor to infield coach and Brad Goldberg to bullpen coach. 




National League

    
    


    

    
        
    



MIAMI MARLINS -- Claimed RHP Ryan Jensen off waivers from the Seattle Mariners.
NEW YORK METS --Named M. Scott Havens president of business operations.
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS -- Agreed to terms with RHP Sony Gray on a three-year contract.

    


Minor League Baseball
Frontier League
FRONTIER LEAGUE -- Named Steve Tahsler commissioner.
GATEWAY GRIZZLIES -- Signed SS Trevor Minder. Exercised the 2024 options on INF Abdiel Diaz, RHPs Colton Easterwood, Joey Gonzalez, Carson LaRue, Josh Lucas, Zac Ryan, Trevor Tietz and Zac Treece, 1Bs Clint Freeman and Pete Zimmerman, OFs Kyle Gaedele, Andrew Penner and Eric Rivera and C Alex Hernandez.
SCHAUMBURG BOOMERS -- Signed RHP Jackson Hickert to a contract extension.

    


BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
NEW YORK KNICKS -- Signed G Jaylen Martin to a two-way contract. Waived G Duane Washington Jr.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

    


CAROLINA PANTHERS -- Fired head coach Frank Reich, running backs coach Duce Staley and quarterbacks coach Josh McCown. Named Chris Taylor interim head coach.
CHICAGO BEARS -- Elevated LB DeMarquis Gates and DB Christian Matthew from the practice squad to the active roster.
DENVER BRONCOS -- Released DE Marcus Haynes from the practice squad.
GREEEN BAY PACKERS -- Released WR Bo Melton and RB James Robinson. Designated DB Eric Stokes to return from injured reserve to practice.
HOUSTON TEXANS -- Claimed DE Derek Barnett off waivers from Philadelphia. Waived K Matt Ammendola.

    


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS -- Placed LT Cam Robinson on injured reserve. Promoted OL Chandler Brewer from the practice squad to the active roster. Signed OL Keaton Sutherland and OL Jimmy Murray to the practice squad.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS -- Waived WR John Ross from the retired list.
LAS VEGAS RAIDERS -- Waived CB Marcus Peters and S Roderic Teamer.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS -- Elevated LB Anthony Barr from the practice squad to the active roster.
NEW YORK JETS -- Re-signed OL Chris Glaser to the practice squad.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS -- Reinstated DE Robert Beal from injured reserve. Placed S George Odum on injured reserve.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS -- Signed CB Kelvin Joseph and WR Cody White to the practice squad. Released OLB Levi Bell and OG Ben Brown from the practice squad.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
NHL -- Suspended Minnesota F Ryan Hartman two games for a dangerous trip on Detroit's Alex DeBrincat.
ANAHEIM DUCKS -- Reassigned RW Jaxsen Wiebe from San Diego (AHL) to Tulsa (ECHL).
LOS ANGELES KINGS -- Returned D Jacob Moverare to Ontario (AHL).
MINNESOTA WILD -- Fired coach Dean Evanson and assistant Bob Woods.
NEW YORK ISLANDERS -- Recalled D Grant Hutton from Bridgeport (AHL).
PHILADELPHIA FLYERS -- Reassigned D Mason Millman from Reading (ECHL) to Lehigh Valley (AHL).
SAN JOSE SHARKS -- Signed RW Justin Bailey to a one-year, two-way contract.
SEATTLE KRAKEN -- Recalled F Andrew Poturalski from Coachella Valley (AHL).
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS -- Recalled D Simon Benoit and LW Bobby McMann from Toronto (AHL).
WASHINGTON CAPITALS -- Activated D Martin Fehervary from injured reserve.
WINNIPEG JETS -- Loaned C Dominic Toninato to Manitoba (AHL). Reassigned D Dmitri Kuzmin from Norfolk (ECHL) to Manitoba.
Minor League Hockey
American Hockey League
AHL -- Suspended Calgary F Alex Gallant four games. Suspended Lehigh Valley F Garrett Wilson one game.
CALGARY WRANGLERS -- Recalled RW Mark Duarte from Rapid City (ECHL).
CHICAGO WOLVES -- Traded C Peter Abbandonato and D Owen Hendrick to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton.
COACHELLA VALLEY FIREBIRDS -- Returned G Jack LaFontaine to Kansas City (ECHL).
HENDERSON SILVER KNIGHTS -- Recalled D Noah Carroll from Savannah (ECHL).
LEHIGH VALLEY PHANTOMS -- Returned G Peter Gahagen to Reading (ECHL).
UTICA COMETS -- Recalled F Yushiroh Hirano from Adirondack (ECHL).
ECHL
CINCINNATI CYCLONES -- Added D Cole Fraser to the active roster.
FORT WAYNE KOMETS -- Placed D Logan Dowhaniuk on reserve.
INDY FUEL -- Signed D Cam Baker and placed him on injured reserve.
KANSAS CITY MAVERICKS -- Placed G Dillon Kelley on reserve.
ORLANDO SOLAR BEARS -- Activated Fs Bennett MacArthur and Aaron Luchuk from reserve.
READING ROYALS -- Placed F Yvan Mongo on injured reserve.
SAVANNAH GHOST PIRATES -- Activated D Tanner Vescio from reserve.
SOUTH CAROLINA STINGRAYS -- Added D Josh Thrower to the active roster and placed him on reserve. Placed G Reid Cooper on injured reserve.
COLLEGE
EAST TENNESSEE STATE -- Hired Tre Lamb as head football coach.
TEXAS A&M -- Hired Mike Elko as head football coach.
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Wild's Ryan Hartman gets suspended 2 games for tripping Red Wings' Alex DeBrincat

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New Jersey Devils goaltender Vitek Vanecek (41) blocks a shot by Minnesota Wild right wing Ryan Hartman (38) during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in Newark, N.J. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Minnesota Wild forward Ryan Hartman has been suspended two games for a dangerous trip of Detroit's Alex DeBrincat.
The NHL's department of player safety announced the ban Monday after a hearing with Hartman. This is Hartman's second suspension of 2023 after getting one game for interference in April. 
As a repeat offender under the collective bargaining agreement, Hartman forfeits $41,463 in salary. He'll miss upcoming games Tuesday against St. Louis and Thursday at Nashville before being eligible to return Sunday against Chicago.

    


In a video announcing the suspension, player safety said Hartman intentionally sweeping DeBrincat's feet out from under him in the third period Sunday made it rise to the level of supplemental discipline, along with Hartman's prior history. He has been fined six times since making his NHL debut in 2015, including twice for tripping or slew-footing an opponent.
The suspension is just the latest blow to the Wild, who have lost seven in a row and won just five times in 19 games this season. The team earlier Monday fired coach Dean Evason and assistant Bob Woods.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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Texas A&M introduces former Duke coach Mike Elko as Jimbo Fisher's replacement

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Duke head coach Mike Elko smiles with an official during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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    [image: Duke head coach Mike Elko crosses his arms as he looks out to his team during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Charlottesville, Va. (AP Photo/Mike Caudill)]
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    [image: Duke coach Mike Elko walks off the field after after the team's win over Wake Forest in an NCAA college football game in Durham, N.C., Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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                                        COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP) -- Mike Elko knows Texas A&M has been talking about winning its first national championship since 1939 for many, many years.
On the day he was introduced as the team's new coach, the former Duke coach said those days are over.
"We are not going to talk about it anymore," he said. "We are gonna be about it."

    


Elko, who spent four years as defensive coordinator with the Aggies before taking his first head coaching job at Duke, replaces Jimbo Fisher, his former boss, who was fired Nov. 12 near the end of his sixth season.




Elko wore a maroon tie and donned a Texas A&M cap with his suit as he was introduced Monday. He beamed as he discussed his new job at a pep rally-style welcome complete with the school's band and hundreds of fans.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I'm back in Aggieland," he said. "I'm back where I belong."
After saying he was done talking about winning a national championship, he did indulge a couple of questions about why he thinks he can lead the Aggies to their first title in nearly a century.
"When you look at what this program is capable of, what we've got to do is we've got to fulfill that potential," Elko said. "That happens with work, and I think that was the message I sent to the players, that was the message I tried to deliver to the crowd. We can't just say we want to be something. We can't just say we want to arrive somewhere. We've got to be committed to all the work that it's going to take from today until we kick off next September and there's a lot that goes into that."

    


Elko left the Aggies to take the job at Duke after the 2021 season and went 16-9 in two seasons. The Blue Devils had won just 10 games combined the three previous years.
Elko, who also had stints as defensive coordinator at Wake Forest and Notre Dame, led defenses that ranked in the top three of the Southeastern Conference in his final two seasons with A&M.
This season at Duke, Elko guided the Blue Devils to a 4-0 start, but they struggled after quarterback Riley Leonard was injured at the end of a close loss to Notre Dame. Duke finished 7-5.
Athletic director Ross Bjork said he consulted about 25 former Texas A&M football players during the search process to see what was important to them. Their comments, among other factors, led him to Elko.
"We got it right," Bjork said. "Coach Mike Elko is a modern day and innovative football coach with a blue-collar mentality that fits perfectly here in Texas A&M."

    


Bjork said they engaged with as many as 30 coaches on various levels during their search. He refused to answer directly when asked if Kentucky coach Mark Stoops was their first choice after reports surfaced Saturday night that the school was close to a deal with him.
"These things are fluid. ... We were focused on let's get it right," Bjork said.
Elko received a seven-year, $42 million contract that runs through Jan. 31, 2030, that is subject to approval by the Texas A&M system board of regents. After paying a record $77 million buyout to Fisher, the Aggies mitigated their financial responsibility in Elko's contract. If he is fired without cause with more than three years remaining in his contract, he will receive 75% of the contract and he'll get 80% if less than three years are left.
The deal includes nine incentives, with five of them related to the College Football Playoff. These bonuses would total $10.5 million if he leads the Aggies to a national championship.
In addition, if he accomplishes any of the five postseason incentives, an extra year will be added to his contract.

    


His contract allocates $11 million for staff salaries.
Elko said he would get to work immediately to hire a staff, but noted that retaining Elijah Robinson would be a "huge priority." Robinson was named interim coach after Fisher was fired.
Robinson will remain the team's coach for the bowl game before Elko officially takes over. The Aggies ended the regulars season Saturday at 7-5 with a loss at LSU.
With the transfer portal opening in a week and the early signing period for high school recruits coming up later in December, school officials wanted to move quickly to get a new coach in place.
They landed on the 46-year-old Elko, a New Jersey native who was a key recruiter for Fisher in Texas and directed a defense that was the best part of Fisher's most successful team in 2020, which went 9-1.

    


During the first four seasons of Fisher's tenure, with Elko on staff, the Aggies went 34-14 and landed the No. 1 recruiting class in the country in 2022.
___
AP College Football Writer Ralph Russo contributed to this report.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here ___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Zay Flowers' TDs and celebrations sent the Ravens into their bye week on a high note

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Zay Flowers (4) celebrates after his touchdown catch during the first half of an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Chargers, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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                                        OWINGS MILLS, Md. (AP) -- Zay Flowers showed a national TV audience how he can impact a game -- and added a couple clever touchdown celebrations to boot.
Baltimore's offense didn't have many other highlights, but the Ravens did enough to earn another road win.
Flowers caught a touchdown pass and scored on a fourth-quarter run, and the Ravens were stout again defensively in their 20-10 victory over the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday night. Baltimore is 5-1 on the road this season and holds the top spot in the AFC entering its open date.

    


The Ravens (9-3) can spend next weekend watching Miami (8-3), Jacksonville (8-3) and Kansas City (8-3) try to pull even with them atop the conference. Baltimore held the Chargers to 279 yards of offense, and Flowers came up big. The rookie receiver caught a 3-yard touchdown pass from Lamar Jackson in the second quarter, then broke free for a 37-yard TD run that made it 20-10 with 1:36 to play in the game.




After his first touchdown, Flowers and some teammates pantomimed a wedding bouquet toss. Following the second, he used the football to act out a soccer penalty kick.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Guys having fun, shows their personalities," offensive coordinator Todd Monken said. "I'm certainly not involved. I mean, certain things we did weren't nearly as choreographed as those. So we have our work cut out for us, trying to choreograph our offense."
WHAT'S WORKING
This was the fifth time this season Baltimore has held a team to 10 points or fewer, and the Ravens have done it against a variety of quarterbacks: C.J. Stroud, Dorian Thompson-Robinson, Jared Goff, Geno Smith and Justin Herbert.

    


Baltimore forced four turnovers against Los Angeles.
Even when the Chargers reached the red zone, they didn't have an easy time of it. Early in the fourth quarter, Jadeveon Clowney sacked Herbert and forced a fumble that the Baltimore edge rusher recovered himself.
"That might have been the play of the game," Ravens coach John Harbaugh said. "That rush, that sack, that recovery, the whole thing. ... Hall of Fame-type play."
WHAT NEEDS WORK
There were some game management issues that Baltimore struggled with -- both the coaching staff and the players. 

    


In the first half, the Ravens didn't challenge a spot on a run by Jackson that was marked short, instead lining up for a fourth-and-1 play that was stopped.
Harbaugh said Monday he doesn't think the Ravens would have won a challenge on that play. But in the second half, Baltimore was again marked short of a first down and quickly ran a third-down play instead of challenging.
"Everybody in the stadium thought that was a first down. They came on TV in our press box as a first down, and we thought (the referee) pointed first down," Harbaugh said Monday. "We called a first-down play there, so we wasted a play on that one, administratively. That was one you'd like to have back. We regret the fact that we didn't realize that they marked it short."
The Ravens lost a challenge in the second half after a trick play by Los Angeles, and even Flowers' second touchdown probably shouldn't have happened. If he'd gone down in bounds, Baltimore could have taken a knee to run out the clock.

    


STOCK UP
TE Isaiah Likely. With Mark Andrews out with an ankle injury, Likely caught four passes for 40 yards.
STOCK DOWN
OT Ronnie Stanley. This was not one of Baltimore's best games in terms of pass protection, even though Jackson took only two sacks. Harbaugh said Stanley, whose knee has been bothering him, has been struggling.
"I think he'd probably be the first to tell you it's not been great," Harbaugh said. "He needs to get stronger and needs to get his technique right."

    


INJURIES
Harbaugh said second-year linebacker David Ojabo, who hasn't played since Week 3, had surgery last week to repair a partially torn ACL. He's expected back by training camp.
KEY NUMBER
.655 -- The combined current winning percentage of Baltimore's last five opponents of the regular season. After the open date, the Ravens face the Rams, Jaguars, 49ers, Dolphins and Steelers, who are 36-19.
NEXT STEPS
The home game against Los Angeles on Dec. 10 is a return to afternoon football for the Ravens. Their last two games were at night -- and so are the next two after the matchup with the Rams.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Cardinals' lopsided loss to the Rams is more proof that Arizona's rebuild won't be easy
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- The fact the Arizona Cardinals lost another football game on Sunday isn't particularly surprising.
The unexpected part was just how bad they looked.
There wasn't much good to say for the Cardinals after they were thumped in their home stadium by the Los Angeles Rams 37-14. Arizona (2-10) briefly took an 8-7 lead in the first quarter before surrendering 30 straight points to a Rams team that came in with a 4-6 record.

    


It was an eye-opener for the Cardinals. And not in a good way.




"Felt like we didn't match their level of effort and enthusiasm throughout the game," first-year coach Jonathan Gannon said Sunday. "That falls solely on me. When you get beat like that, we have to take a good, hard look at how we're setting up the week because it really wasn't competitive in my mind."

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Rams outgained the Cardinals 457 yards to 292 in a game that was arguably even more lopsided than the final score indicates. Los Angeles had total control after the first quarter, dominating Arizona on both sides of the football.
Cardinals quarterback Kyler Murray didn't have his best game Sunday, completing 27 of 45 passes for 256 yards and one touchdown. A decent chunk of those stats were amassed on the final drive when the game was long decided.
It was Murray's third game since his return from an ACL injury that kept him on the sidelines for 11 months.

    


The quarterback -- who's still adjusting to a new coaching staff and new offensive scheme -- said he wasn't going to get discouraged, even if all the losing isn't much fun.
"I'm staying positive," Murray said. "This is my third game and seventh week of practice. There's obviously growing pains with this. Like I said, it's my third game (in) a new scheme, a new everything for me, so I'm not discouraged at all by it. 
"I know we'll be better because of it, but these are some of the things that we've got to go through as part of it."
WHAT'S WORKING
Murray's return from a serious knee injury has been relatively encouraging, even though the Cardinals are 1-2 in the three games he has played. The 26-year-old basically looks like the quarterback he was before the injury, which is good news considering he signed a $230.5 million deal before the 2022 season.

    


Gannon said the lack of efficiency Sunday was because the Cardinals became one-dimensional once they fell into a big first-half hole.
"It's a tough way to go," Gannon said. "We have to make sure that we put pressure on the defense and stay in the game a little bit better. That opens up play-calling, it opens up playmaking, it opens up runs and passes and all that stuff. We just never got to any of it because we're down and didn't have a lot of plays and a lot of possessions there in the first half where we got things rolling."
WHAT NEEDS HELP
Rams running back Kyren Williams had another huge day against the Cardinals, running for 143 yards and catching two touchdown passes. Los Angeles piled up 228 yards rushing on Sunday, which allowed them to have complete control of the game.
"They don't do those play-action passes and stuff like that without doing a good job in the run game," safety Budda Baker said. "That was the emphasis this week, stopping the run, and we just didn't do that."

    


STOCK UP
Safety Jalen Thompson has had interceptions in back-to-back games. Against the Rams, he picked off Matthew Stafford late in the second quarter to give the Cardinals a chance to score right before halftime.
STOCK DOWN
Running back James Conner had a quiet afternoon with a season-low 27 yards rushing. Conner is a great weapon for the Cardinals, but it's hard to use him effectively when fighting from behind most games.

    


INJURIES
CB Starling Thomas V (ankle) was hurt in the second half and didn't return. ... WR Michael Wilson (shoulder) was on the inactive list Sunday, but Gannon said "he's trending the right way. We'll see how it goes."
KEY NUMBER
2014 -- That's the last season the Cardinals beat the Rams on their home field. Los Angeles has won nine straight games at State Farm Stadium.
NEXT STEPS
The Cardinals have one more game on the road against the Pittsburgh Steelers before a long-awaited off week that could help recharge the team before the season's final four games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Matthew Stafford's Rams can be a playoff contender if Kyren Williams keeps driving them forward

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Los Angeles Rams running back Royce Freeman celebrates after scoring a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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        Matthew Stafford's Rams can be a playoff contender if Kyren Williams keeps driving them forward
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Matthew Stafford is throwing the ball with an injured thumb. His top two targets -- Cooper Kupp and Puka Nacua -- are fighting through an accumulation of injuries from a punishing NFL season.
Yet when Kyren Williams is running wild, the Los Angeles Rams (5-6) not only look like a dangerous offense, but a possible playoff contender.
Williams racked up 204 total yards in a 37-14 victory over the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday, rushing for 143 yards and catching two of Stafford's four touchdown passes.

    


The second-year pro from St. Louis has raised his game exponentially midway through his second season, providing coach Sean McVay with options he hasn't had for his offense since Todd Gurley's heyday. With a running back consistently fighting through contact and picking up extra yards while also providing a threat as a receiver, McVay's playbook expands.




"He's a really good football player, and he's one of those guys, he loves competing," McVay said of Williams. "And when you've got that natural zest and enjoyment for going out there and playing the game and you're really productive, he's doing a great job."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Williams was the Rams' offensive engine, picking up exactly where he left off last month when he sprained an ankle. He had plenty of help, however: McVay called a beautiful game and Stafford executed it sharply against Arizona, repeatedly frustrating its defense with misdirection and smart reads.
Playing the Cardinals is good for just about any team's morale these days, but the Rams have additional reasons for optimism with their first two-game win streak of the season.
Even after a major talent exodus in the offseason, Los Angeles is just one game out of a wild-card playoff spot with six games left in a fairly favorable schedule.

    


As long as they've got Stafford and a healthy Williams behind their much-improved offensive line, the Rams have a genuine chance to contend down the stretch for their fifth playoff appearance in seven seasons under McVay -- a feat that seemed highly improbable just a few weeks ago.
"The first nine games of the season didn't go the way we wanted it to go," Stafford said of the Rams' 3-6 start, including a three-game skid before the bye.
"We had some chances there to have a better record than we do," he added. "We didn't make those plays. We didn't finish those games. I think last week was a true testament to the grit and fight this team has. We found a way to win a game without playing our best football. A bunch of guys banged up, but found a way to get it done. I got a little healthier this week. Played a little bit better, a little bit cleaner football, and I have to continue to get better."
WHAT'S WORKING
The Rams' defense continues to overperform, holding the Cardinals to just 151 total yards before garbage time. Among the standouts this weekend were safety Jordan Fuller, who had four pass breakups; rookie nose tackle Kobie Turner, who had two of the Rams' four sacks; and Ahkello Witherspoon, who had three pass breakups.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
Kupp was clearly not fully healthy even before he tweaked his injured ankle on the first drive. The Super Bowl 56 MVP has failed to crack 50 yards receiving in five consecutive games for the first time in his seven-year career. He's still a vital component of the Rams' offense, and he intends to push through the knocks.
STOCK UP
Tight end Tyler Higbee has had a quiet season since signing a contract extension, but he came through with five catches for 29 yards and two touchdowns. The eight-year veteran caught every ball thrown his way by Stafford, and he was a strong blocker. Rookie tight end Davis Allen also made his first NFL reception in impressive fashion, snagging a low throw for a key first down.

    


STOCK DOWN
Lucas Havrisik endangered his job security by missing a 50-yard field goal attempt and an extra point. He's 2 for 4 on field goals beyond 40 yards since taking over for Brett Maher late last month. The Rams' special teams also got fooled by a fake punt and committed a penalty on an extra-point attempt.
INJURED
Quentin Lake, a key slot defender in recent weeks, sat out with a hamstring injury, but isn't on injured reserve. Cobie Durant and Tre Tomlinson had bigger roles in his absence.
KEY NUMBER
121.1 -- Stafford's passer rating against the Cardinals, his highest mark of the season. Despite his bum thumb, the 15-year veteran is still playing well heading into December -- and he wasn't sacked for the first time since Week 1.

    


NEXT STEPS
Four of the Rams' final six games look eminently winnable, starting with Sunday's visit from the quarterback-deficient Cleveland Browns. A winning record seemed unlikely for LA just three weeks ago, but the last two games are kindling optimism.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Rodgers' return to Jets' facility provides a lift as Saleh issues a challenge to coaches, players
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            1 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) passes against the Miami Dolphins during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland (8) intercepts a Hail Mary pass against the New York Jets during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. Holland ran back the pass for a touchdown. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland (8) intercepts a Hail Mary pass against the New York Jets during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. Holland ran back the pass for a touchdown. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and quarterback Zach Wilson, right, attend practice in the rain before an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and quarterback Zach Wilson, right, attend practice in the rain before an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) makes a lateral pass against the Miami Dolphins during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) makes a lateral pass against the Miami Dolphins during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Rodgers' return to Jets' facility provides a lift as Saleh issues a challenge to coaches, players

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) passes against the Miami Dolphins during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) passes against the Miami Dolphins during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5
New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) passes against the Miami Dolphins during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland (8) intercepts a Hail Mary pass against the New York Jets during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. Holland ran back the pass for a touchdown. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland (8) intercepts a Hail Mary pass against the New York Jets during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. Holland ran back the pass for a touchdown. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland (8) intercepts a Hail Mary pass against the New York Jets during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. Holland ran back the pass for a touchdown. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh answers questions during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and quarterback Zach Wilson, right, attend practice in the rain before an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and quarterback Zach Wilson, right, attend practice in the rain before an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and quarterback Zach Wilson, right, attend practice in the rain before an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) makes a lateral pass against the Miami Dolphins during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) makes a lateral pass against the Miami Dolphins during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
New York Jets quarterback Tim Boyle (7) makes a lateral pass against the Miami Dolphins during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    


By DENNIS WASZAK Jr.

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The New York Jets returned to work Monday and Aaron Rodgers was right there with them.
During a time of despair on the field for a struggling squad, the quarterback's regular presence around the team's facility might provide a mental pick-me-up.
"Just seeing Aaron this morning and actually seeing Aaron in there doing treatment," left guard Laken Tomlinson said, "a guy who's in there doing everything he can treatment-wise, and for me, coming in after game that we had and seeing him, how hard he's been working, that was motivation. 

    


"That's motivation for me."




Every little bit will help right about now.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Jets (4-7) are on a four-game losing streak and coming off a rough 34-13 loss to Miami last Friday that included a Hail Mary attempt by New York at the end of the first half that was returned 99 yards for a touchdown.
Coach Robert Saleh huddled up with his team Monday morning after a few days off and had a message for everyone.
"He challenged us," Tomlinson said. "He said we can all be better as players and coaches. But what we really need to get back to is just controlling the stuff that we can control."

    


It's not necessarily the effort, either. It's the coaches -- Saleh included -- calling better games and the execution of the plans by the players. 
Edge rusher Jermaine Johnson called it "constructive criticism," something from which everyone can benefit with the team in a rut.
"At the end of the day, it's just somebody wanting to you to be the best version of yourself," Johnson said. "And Coach wants us to be the best version of this team as we can be. So, I mean, that's how I take it. I'm pretty sure that's how most everybody takes it. 
"So, just taking it as a challenge and looking to fix what he had up there for us today."
The Jets will have a chance to bounce back Sunday at home when they face the Atlanta Falcons, who sit in first place in the NFC South despite a 5-6 record. Tim Boyle will get his second start for New York after replacing the benched Zach Wilson.

    


But the not-so-subtle subplot remains the status of Rodgers, who turns 40 on Saturday and is now expected to stay with the team the rest of the season instead of traveling from his rehabilitation in Los Angeles to New Jersey.
"Just happy to see a semi-new face in the building," linebacker C.J. Mosley joked.
Rodgers has made remarkably fast progress in his return from a torn left Achilles tendon. He remains intent on practicing within the next week or so, and eventually playing a game this season -- presumably as long as the Jets are still in the playoff hunt.
Among the next steps is doctors clearing Rodgers to practice, a scenario that seemed nearly impossible when he went down just four snaps into his debut with the Jets.
"Nobody has ever seen anything like this," Mosley said. "You can just look at the process and where he's at now with the injury and just be happy for him, be glad that he's able to walk, be glad that he's even in this position to try to play football again, especially this early. 

    


"As a friend and as a teammate, I'm just happy to see him healthy, see him smile and see him having a pep in his step, which is crazy. But when it comes to the football stuff, you know, that's God's will and if that's the way it's going to work out, then I'll definitely be happy with it."
The Jets know they've also got to do their own part, starting with Sunday's game.
"It's just like how Coach told us today, man, just one step at a time," Mosley said. "We can't really be looking that far down the road because we've got to handle today and tomorrow."
NOTES: OL Chris Glaser was re-signed to the practice squad. Glaser started at right guard at Buffalo on Nov. 19 and was released a few days later. 
___
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Struggling Buccaneers still in position to control destiny in weak NFC South
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                                        TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- The struggling Tampa Bay Buccaneers keep wasting opportunities to take control of the woeful NFC South.
Losing six of seven games following a 3-1 start, however, hasn't done irreparable harm to the Bucs' chances of winning a third consecutive division title. 
That's because the rival Atlanta Falcons and New Orleans Saints haven't been able to separate themselves from the pack, either.

    


"As crazy as it may sound, we're one game out of first place. But the way we're playing, it's got to be turned around," coach Todd Bowles said after Sunday's 27-20 loss at Indianapolis left the Bucs at 4-7.




"It feels like we're 10 games out, and we're one game out," Bowles added. "But we've got to play better. And we understand that as a unit."

    
    


    

    
        
    



It's the second week in a row the Bucs have been unable to pick up ground in a race Tampa Bay is trying to win for the third straight season.
At 5-6, the Falcons and Saints share the division lead. Despite falling on hard times since winning three of four to begin the season, the Bucs are in a position to control their fate because they will play four of their remaining six games within the division.
The stretch run includes home games this week against Carolina (1-10) and New Orleans (Dec. 31), as well as road outings against Atlanta (Dec. 10) and the last-place Panthers (Jan. 7). The Bucs play outside the division at Green Bay on Dec. 17 and host AFC South-leading Jacksonville the following week.

    


"We're going to try and take them one at a time and see where we are at the end," Bowles said Monday. "We've still got all our division games ahead of us, so we feel like we have a chance."
WHAT'S WORKING
To a man, the Bucs talk about the need to make more plays. One player who's consistently produced is WR Mike Evans, who on pace for his 10th consecutive season with 1,000-plus yards receiving. He caught two more touchdown passes against the Colts, giving him nine -- second in the NFL behind Miami's Tyreek Hill, who has 10.
"Mike is going to show up every week. ... He's one of the guys that leads us. He's been like that his whole career," Bowles said. "Can't say enough about the guy."

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
Red zone scoring woes continue to undermine the Baker Mayfield-led offense. Three trips inside the Colts 20 produced one touchdown and a pair of field goals.
"We've got to punch it in. We've got to execute, whether it's a penalty, whether it's a missed pass, whether it's a sack. We've got to be on the same page at the same time," Bowles said. "Parts of the game we look very functional; other parts of the game we don't. We've got to tie it up together if we are going to win any more ballgames."
STOCK UP
RB Rachaad White had his first 100-yard rushing performance of the season -- second of his career. The 15-carry, 100-yard performance included a career-best 38-yard burst that set up a fourth-quarter field goal. The second-year pro's 6.7-yard per attempt average was White's best in a single game as a pro.

    


STOCK DOWN
The defense played without two starters at Indianapolis, with LB Lavonte David (groin) and CB Jamel Dean (ankle) inactive because of injuries. LB Devin White (foot) was limited in practice last week and has been hindered at times this season by an assortment of injuries. He was in a position Sunday to stop Colts QB Gardner Minshew from scoring on a short TD run, but lacked the mobility to make a play that's usually routine for him.
"It's really tough, but I never make excuses," White said. "I'm just trying to give my guys that leadership and just make plays when I can."
INJURIES
Mayfield (ankle) left briefly in the first quarter against the Colts, but returned and finished the game. Bowles said Monday a MRI was negative but that it was too soon to speculate on the quarterback's status.
"I know he's pretty sore right now," Bowles said. "We'll try to give him a break when he needs one during the week and see how he feels. I've got to see how he's moving."

    


KEY NUMBER
90. With two touchdown receptions at Indianapolis, Evans moved ahead of Hall of Famer Don Maynard into 15th place on the career TD catch list with 90.
NEXT STEPS
Host last-place Carolina (1-10) this week. The Panthers fired coach Frank Reich on Monday.
"We don't care if the team is 12-0, we worry about us," Bowles said of facing a team that's dismissed its coach. "If we can correct the things that we need to correct, we'll be fine. It doesn't matter what the other team is doing."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Jim Harbaugh, set to return to sideline, wonders who could have it better than the No. 2 Wolverines

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh looks to catch a pass before an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023, in Minneapolis. When Jim Harbaugh and the University of Michigan have their day in court, trying to at least pause punishment from the Big Ten for a sign-stealing scheme, sports law experts will be among those watching how the extraordinary confrontation plays out. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)]
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                                        ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Michigan quarterback J.J. McCarthy is looking forward to taking some pregame hits in Indianapolis -- friendly blows that will be delivered by his coach, Jim Harbaugh, who has completed the Big Ten's suspension stemming from a sign-stealing investigation.
"Every game and it's usually right before kickoff, he'll come and find me," McCarthy said. "He's all about getting that first hit and the butterflies just disintegrate from your body. He tries to do his best to simulate that.
"It's a nice little weekly tradition that I can't wait to get back."

    


Harbaugh opened his press conference Monday by hailing his assistants and players for nearly 10 minutes for their performance in a 30-24 win over Ohio State, a game he watched at home with his wife while he served the final game of his suspension.




"Who could possibly have it better than us?" Harbaugh asked reporters ahead of his return to the No. 2 Wolverines' sideline, which will come Saturday night in Indianapolis in the Big Ten championship game against the No. 18 Iowa Hawkeyes.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Offensive coordinator Sherrone Moore filled in for Harbaugh vs. the now-sixth-ranked Buckeyes. He's happy to hand the reins back.
"I can't wait for the opportunity to have him back on the field, to have the players see their leader, and the staff see their leader there. It's going to make it even more sweeter," he said.
The Wolverines started the season without Harbaugh, who was suspended by the school for three games for breaking NCAA rules, and closed it as he was banned by the Big Ten from leading them at the stadium on game days at Penn State and Maryland and against Ohio State.

    


Michigan fired linebackers coach Chris Partridge on Nov. 17, one day after the school and Big Ten reached an agreement in which Harbaugh would serve the suspension and the conference would end its investigation.
Partridge said Monday in a social media post he had no knowledge of the alleged in-person scouting and sign-stealing scheme for which the NCAA is still investigating the Wolverines and that he was fired for failing to abide by the school's directive to avoid discussing the inquiry with "anyone associated with the program."
Moore and players insist Harbaugh is missed on game days, despite their sustained success without him on the sideline.
"I'm super excited to have coach Harbaugh back," running back Blake Corum said. "It's been a long three games, but it's been a good three games. Just having his enthusiasm back, his pregame speeches, just having his presence on the sideline will go a long way. We've been able to take care of business, but having him back on the sideline for the Big Ten championship will mean a lot.
"It's going to be great. it's going to be like a reunion."

    


___
Follow Larry Lage at https://twitter.com/larrylage.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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Patriots head into another week of quarterback controversy after Jones benched for 4th time

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) walks off the field after throwing an interception against the New York Giants during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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    [image: New York Giants head coach Brian Daboll, left, meets with New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick on the field after an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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    [image: New England Patriots quarterback Bailey Zappe (4) shoves a lateral pass against the New York Giants during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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    [image: New York Giants linebacker Kayvon Thibodeaux (5) sacks New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | New York Giants linebacker Kayvon Thibodeaux (5) sacks New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches his field goal attempt sail wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarter against the New York Giantsof an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches his field goal attempt sail wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarter against the New York Giantsof an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches as his field goal attempt sails wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarterof an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches as his field goal attempt sails wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarterof an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Patriots head into another week of quarterback controversy after Jones benched for 4th time

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) walks off the field after throwing an interception against the New York Giants during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) walks off the field after throwing an interception against the New York Giants during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) walks off the field after throwing an interception against the New York Giants during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Giants head coach Brian Daboll, left, meets with New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick on the field after an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | New York Giants head coach Brian Daboll, left, meets with New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick on the field after an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
New York Giants head coach Brian Daboll, left, meets with New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick on the field after an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots quarterback Bailey Zappe (4) shoves a lateral pass against the New York Giants during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | New England Patriots quarterback Bailey Zappe (4) shoves a lateral pass against the New York Giants during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
New England Patriots quarterback Bailey Zappe (4) shoves a lateral pass against the New York Giants during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New York Giants linebacker Kayvon Thibodeaux (5) sacks New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | New York Giants linebacker Kayvon Thibodeaux (5) sacks New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
New York Giants linebacker Kayvon Thibodeaux (5) sacks New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones (10) during the second quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches his field goal attempt sail wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarter against the New York Giantsof an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches his field goal attempt sail wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarter against the New York Giantsof an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches his field goal attempt sail wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarter against the New York Giantsof an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches as his field goal attempt sails wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarterof an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches as his field goal attempt sails wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarterof an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
New England Patriots place kicker Chad Ryland (37) watches as his field goal attempt sails wide left with seconds left on the clock during the fourth quarterof an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By JIMMY GOLEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Bill Belichick already has passed Don Shula on one career list - just not the one the Patriots coach was hoping for.
With Sunday's loss to the New York Giants, Belichick overtook the longtime Miami mentor on the NFL's coaching losses list. Belichick's 174 losses, including playoffs, now trails only Tom Landry's 178.
A six-time Super Bowl champion who had once been considered the consensus best coach in NFL history, Belichick's reputation has plummeted since Tom Brady left. Without Belichick, Brady won another Super Bowl in his first season with the Buccaneers; without Brady, Belichick is 27-35 in the past four years (82-99 in his career). 

    


And his once-certain coronation as the winningest coach in NFL history has stalled. 




The Patriots (2-9) lost their fourth straight game on Sunday. What's worse: Two of the losses have come against other last-place teams, the Commanders and Giants. New England is the worst team in the AFC.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Belichick, 71, remains stuck on 331 wins, including the postseason, trailing Shula's 347.
It once looked like he would get there as soon as next season.
Now, he might never make it. And the chances of him getting there in New England are vanishing.

    


"That's my head coach. I believe in him," center David Andrews said. "He brought me in this league. I'll go down fighting with him."
WHAT'S WORKING
One game after losing 10-6 to the Indianapolis Colts, the Patriots defense again allowed just 10 points. The bad news: New England lost both of those games. The Patriots also had a season-high six sacks.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
Mac Jones has now been benched four times this season, including the last two games. After the 2021 first-round draft choice went 12 for 21 for 89 yards with two interceptions in the first half, Bailey Zappe came in for the start of the third quarter.

    


On his first drive, the backup went 6 for 6 and led New England to its only touchdown. But Zappe completed only three of his next eight passes, and also threw an interception.
"When you don't win, it's a missed opportunity," Zappe said. 
Asked Monday if he would consider bringing another quarterback in, Belichick said: "I don't really see that right now."
"I wouldn't rule anything out, anything that would help our team," he said. "You never know what's going to happen. If I think there's somebody, if our pro scouting department thinks there is somebody that would help us, we'll certainly listen to it and take a look at it, at any position. ... Nobody that comes to mind, but we'll see."

    


STOCK UP
Running back Rhamondre Stevenson had a season-high 98 yards rushing. With five catches for 9 yards, he surpassed 100 yards from scrimmage for the third straight game. He's the first Patriot to do that since Sony Michel in 2018 and only the second in the last 10 years.
STOCK DOWN
The Patriots traded up in the draft to select kicker Chad Ryland in the fourth round, and it hasn't paid off. The rookie placekicker missed a 35-yard field goal that would have tied the game in the final seconds. 
"That's obviously a kick I have to knock down, I have knocked down, and I'll knock down in the future," he said. "I just have to continue to work in the right direction."
In all, Ryland is 12 for 18 on field goals and 14 for 14 on extra points since beating out veteran Nick Folk in training camp. Folk is 39 for 40 on all kicks with Tennessee.

    


Ryland also missed a 35-yarder against the Colts in Week 10.
"Chad's a very talented player," Belichick said on his Monday radio appearance. "But this is two weeks in a row we've basically missed extra points. So, it's not good enough."
INJURIES
Rookie Demario Douglas left the game after defender Cam Brown clotheslined him during a punt return. Brown's arm hit Douglas in the head, and the Patriots running back went down, losing the ball in the process. (It went out of bounds and New England retained possession.)
After he came off the field, Douglas was announced as doubtful to return and later downgraded to out.
KEY NUMBER
30 years -- That's how long it's been since a team has given up 10 points in back-to-back games and lost. 
NEXT STEPS
The Patriots need to find a quarterback before they host the Chargers on Sunday. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Fired Michigan assistant coach Chris Partridge says he had no knowledge of sign-stealing scheme

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Michigan running back Blake Corum celebrates with fans after Michigan defeated Ohio State 30-24 in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/David Dermer)]
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    [image: Michigan linebackers coach Chris Partridge attends the Youth Pro Level Football Camp in Waldwick, N.J., Saturday, April 9, 2016. Michigan fired linebackers coach Chris Partridge, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023, a day after the school reached an agreement with the Big Ten to have head coach Jim Harbaugh serve the remainder of a three-game suspension in return for the conference ending its investigation into a scheme to steal opponents' play-calling signals. (Chris Pedota/The Record via AP, File)]
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                                        Former Michigan linebackers coach Chris Partridge said Monday in a social media post he had no knowledge of the alleged in-person scouting and sign-stealing scheme for which the NCAA is investigating the Wolverines and that he was fired for failing to abide by the school's directive to avoid discussing the inquiry with "anyone associated with the program."
Partridge posted on X, formerly known as Twitter, that he steered clear of making any public statements since he was fired 11 days earlier because he did not want to distract from the team's goal of an unbeaten regular-season.
Michigan beat Ohio State on Saturday 30-24 to clinch a third straight trip to the Big Ten championship game with its third consecutive victory against the Buckeyes. With a victory against No. 18 Iowa on Saturday in Indianapolis, No. 2 Michigan will secure a third consecutive College Football Playoff appearance.

    


Partridge said in his post that reporting on why he was let go has been inaccurate.




"Additionally, at no point did I destroy any evidence related to the ongoing investigation," he said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Partridge was fired the day before Michigan played Maryland, and the day after the school dropped a lawsuit against the Big Ten that challenged the conference's three-game suspension of head coach Jim Harbaugh.
Harbaugh was not with the team for games against Penn State, Maryland and Ohio State.
The former staffer at the center of the investigation, Connor Stalions, resigned two weeks ago. He is accused of purchasing tickets to scout future Michigan opponents and sending people to those games to digitally record teams signaling in their plays. In-person scouting is banned by the NCAA, which is trying to determine how organized the scheme was and who knew about it.

    


Partridge said a termination letter he received on Nov. 17 from athletic director Warde Manuel explained he was fired because he failed to abide by a university directive not to discuss an ongoing NCAA investigation with anyone associated with the Michigan Football Program.
"While I am extremely disappointed in the University's decision to terminate my employment their decision does not change my continued love and support of Coach Jim Harbaugh, the coaches, and the players of Team 144 as they continue their quest for a National Championship," Partridge said.
The season was Partridge's first of second stint at Michigan. 
He previously worked for Harbaugh from 2016-19, before leaving for Mississippi. He was initially hired to be the team's director of player personnel before being promoted to assistant coach for four years during his first stint with the Wolverines.

    


___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- The Indianapolis Colts hired Shane Steichen to take them in a new direction.
In just a few months, the first-time head coach has completely changed their identity.
The Colts now rank among the NFL's top 10 in scoring and sacks and are on the cusp of cracking the top 10 in takeaways and turnover margin. Indy now has a run-first reputation thanks to one of the league's most productive rushing tandems, and just 11 games into Steichen's tenure, Indy appears positioned to end a three-year playoff drought.

    


But it's Steichen's unwavering commitment to taking calculated risks and his uncanny sense of pulling the unthinkable that has been most striking.




Tampa Bay learned that lesson late in Sunday's game when Steichen deployed linebacker Zaire Franklin as a decoy fullback on fourth-and-1. Gardner Minshew then ran a play-action fake and completed a 30-yard pass to uncovered tight end Mo-Alie Cox.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"He lets it hang," Minshew said. "That's what you want, a coach that trusts you and puts you in those situations. He can be aggressive, but I think that comes out of trust. It's good when you have a coach that trusts you like that. You want to do everything you can to pay him back for it."
Minshew knows better than most Colts players after spending the two previous seasons working with Steichen in Philadelphia. 
So even if it sometimes seems Steichen embraces the mad scientist image, Minshew understands the methodology behind it.

    


While Indy (6-5) has converted just 11 of 22 fourth down attempts this season, roughly the league average percentage, he's been 5 for 6 over the past two games including the one that fooled everyone Sunday. 
Steichen went with a "jumbo" package that made it appear he was going to run the "Tush Push" play popularized by the Eagles. 
This time, though, Minshew faked the handoff inside, held the ball momentarily and then found Alie-Cox breaking free down the middle of the field. 
Three plays later, Jonathan Taylor scored to give Indy a 27-17 lead midway through the fourth quarter
Game over.

    


And these Colts couldn't imagine winning any other way.
"Any time we're fourth-and-1, I'm always thinking we're going to go for it," receiver Michael Pittman Jr. said. "It's probably good I'm not a head coach because I'd go for fourth-and-1 on our own 20. He (Steichen) does a great job."
WHAT'S WORKING
Steichen's play-calling. Sunday's fourth down call may be everyone's current favorite. But whether it's using Minshew as a ball carrier or scrambling to run kicking units on or off the field, Steichen seems to have mastered the art of play-calling.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
Second-half scoring. Indy's defense went from allowing 114 points in a three-game losing streak to allowing 49 in this three-game winning streak. 
Now the offense must do its part. Indy has scored only 20 second-half points during this winning streak and that includes a pick-6 from Kenny Moore II.
STOCK UP
DE Samson Ebukam. When DT Grover Stewart was suspended for six games, Indy needed to find new playmakers on the defensive line. Against New England, it was Dayo Odeyingbo. On Sunday, it was Ebukam who had four tackles, two sacks and the late strip-sack that Odeyingbo recovered to seal the win.

    


STOCK DOWN
OL Danny Pinter. He spent his first three seasons in Indy as a key swing lineman, but since suffering a season-ending injury in the preseason, RG Will Fries and backup C Wesley French have performed well. French even won the battle against Bucs NT Vita Vea, one of the league top run-stuffers, and it could make Pinter expendable next season.
INJURIES
Steichen said the Colts escaped with no new significant injuries. But starting C Ryan Kelly sat out after failing to clear the concussion protocol. TE Drew Ogletree (foot) and CB JuJu Brents (quad) also didn't play. Stewart returns from his suspension after next week's game at Tennessee.
KEY NUMBER
20. The Colts have scored 20 or more points in the 10 games they've played on American soil. They had just 10 points in their victory in Germany. But only one of Indy's final six opponents average 20 points per game (Houston, 23.8) and the Texans were the only one of the six to top 20 in Week 12.
NEXT STEPS
Indy begins Week 13 in the AFC's seventh and final playoff spot and it can stay there by sweeping the Titans on Sunday. Indy also has a favorable stretch-run schedule with only two remaining games against teams with winning records (Pittsburgh and Houston) with both of those games at home.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Titans finally at home for consecutive games looking for winning streak

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Tennessee Titans safety Amani Hooker (37) celebrates with cornerback Elijah Molden (24) after making a stop against the Carolina Panthers on a fourth down play during the Panthers' final drive of the game in the fourth quarter of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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    [image: Tennessee Titans defensive tackle Jeffery Simmons (98) celebrates after a sack against the Carolina Panthers during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/John Amis)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The Tennessee Titans hope snapping a three-game skid with a win helps get their mojo back. 
Staying at home for four of their final six games likely is their best chance at climbing back to .500 after a 17-10 win over Carolina that cost first-year Panthers coach Frank Reich his job Monday. 
For now, the Titans (4-7) can simply be happy at not having to travel again. They host Indianapolis on Sunday for their first back-to-back home games this season, and coach Mike Vrabel isn't looking past the Colts (6-5) with Tennessee still looking for its first victory over a team currently with a winning record. 

    


Vrabel said Monday he just wants his Titans to fight each week. They're closer to being mathematically eliminated from playoff contention than pushing for a postseason spot in last place in the AFC South with six teams ahead of them for the AFC's last berth. 




This is a team that started a season-high four rookies led by quarterback Will Levis. The Titans played nine total rookies, tying a season high.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"We got to focus on this week," Vrabel said. "We got to focus on health here, recovery, improvement, you know, these little details, these techniques that I know that we can be better at."
Outside linebacker Arden Key played in Jacksonville a year ago when the Jaguars finished the regular season by winning five straight to take the AFC South title away from Tennessee. 
"We come in beat the Colts, it'll build more confidence," Key said.

    


WHAT'S WORKING
The defense -- at least in Nashville. The Titans are allowing just 15 points per game playing on their home field, and that is a good sign for a team with four games remaining at Nissan Stadium. They also had four sacks and allowed only 258 yards as the fifth straight team to hold Carolina to 15 points or fewer.
The Titans are tied for ninth in the NFL in giving up just 20.4 points a game.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
The offense, at least in the second half. The Titans jumped out to a 17-3 lead at halftime, which is more points than they've scored in six road games or their "home" loss to Baltimore in London. Tennessee has been outscored in each of the third and fourth quarters and a combined 124-80 after halftime. 

    


Against Carolina, the Titans couldn't manage to extend drives, holding the ball for only 3 minutes, 10 seconds in the third quarter. Their best possession came in the fourth quarter when they managed seven plays over 36 yards, and an 18-yard run by Derrick Henry was a big key to that drive eating up clock.
STOCK UP
Rookie Jaelyn Duncan. The sixth-round pick out of Maryland started his first NFL game at left tackle alongside fellow rookie Peter Skoronski, the 11th overall selection. Duncan was flagged once for a false start on third-and-3 in the third quarter. 
He was part of the eighth different combination to start on the offensive line this season. Duncan also was among four rookies who started for Tennessee, which played nine total. 

    


STOCK DOWN
Dillon Radunz. The third-year player made his fifth start this season and 10th of his career, this time at right tackle. He allowed the one sack Tennessee gave up, and he also was penalized for a false start. A starting job is there for the taking on this offensive line if 53rd overall draft pick in 2021 settles in.
INJURIES
The Titans made it through healthy. Their challenge now is getting players healthier for the stretch run. 
WR Treylon Burks is the biggest injury, and the second-year starter missed his third straight game. He remains in the concussion protocol after being briefly knocked unconscious in the Nov. 2 loss at Pittsburgh.

    


KEY NUMBER
2-3: Levis' record as a starter. He led a TD drive of 9:36 that was Tennessee's longest since Nov. 17, 2022, in the team's most recent road win at Green Bay. Levis also needed four plays to set up Nick Folk's 53-yard field goal at the end of the first half in just 28 seconds. 
NEXT STEPS
Try to win back-to-back games for the first time this season and beat a team with a winning record for the first time.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Undefeated away from home, the Jaguars are guaranteed their first winning road record since 2007

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) celebrates as he jogs off the field after the teams NFL football game against the Houston Texans in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars linebacker Josh Allen (41), K'Lavon Chaisson (45) and Dawuane Smoot (91) celebrate after Allen sacked Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) in the second half of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)]
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars defensive end Jeremiah Ledbetter (99) and Adam Gotsis (96) celebrate a missed long field goal attempt by the Houston Texans in the final seconds of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)]
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson watches play against the Houston Texans in the first half of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars wide receiver Calvin Ridley (0) is unable to reach a pass in the end zone as Houston Texans cornerback Steven Nelson (21) defends in the first half of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) extends the ball over the goal line for a touchdown as Lawrence gets help from guard Brandon Scherff (68) against Houston Texans defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins on the score in the first half of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Only one NFL team has a perfect road record this season: the Jacksonville Jaguars.
The Jaguars are 4-0 in true road games and 6-0 away from EverBank Stadium in 2023, a spotless mark that includes consecutive victories against Atlanta and Buffalo in London last month. With a 24-21 victory at Houston on Sunday, Jacksonville locked up its first winning road record since 2007.
That could serve Jacksonville (8-3) well if it makes the postseason for the second time in as many seasons. Although landing the AFC's top seed is the goal, going on the road wouldn't be a concern for the franchise.

    


The Jaguars can't point to any single reason for the team's road turnaround. Maybe it's quarterback Trevor Lawrence. Maybe it's the roster that coach Doug Pederson and general manager Trent Baalke have assembled. It's surely not a fluke, especially considering Jacksonville had three winless seasons and five one-win efforts on the road over the last dozen years.




"It's a great group of guys," Pederson said. "When they're together, they enjoy being around each other and I think that goes a long way to the success of any team."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Lawrence said playing better on the road was a goal the team discussed before the season.
"We weren't great on the road last year, especially early in the year for whatever reason," Lawrence said. "That was something we thought we needed to get better at, and maybe it is something.
"When you get out here a day early, you go to a hotel. It's just you. You've got time to prepare and do all your stuff, no distractions. I think there is some merit to that."

    


The Jaguars would like to carry some of that success back home. They are 2-3 at EverBank, with losses to playoff contenders Kansas City, Houston and San Francisco.
They get a chance to even their home-field record at 3-3 when they face Cincinnati (5-6) on Monday night.
"The deeper into the season we get and the better we play as a football, it's really easier for me to kind of keep the guys focused and keep their attention to detail," Pederson said. "The minute you let up, look into the future a little bit, is when you get beat. It's my job to make sure the guys stay locked in and present."
WHAT'S WORKING
Jacksonville was 7 of 13 on third down against Houston, a 54% clip that's the offense's second-best showing of the season. Three of those conversations came with the Jags facing third-and-8 or longer, one of their most significant shortcomings in 2023.

    


The Jaguars entered the game having moved the chains just three times in 41 tries on third-and-8 or longer.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
Jacksonville dropped four passes against the Texans, including one by Calvin Ridley on a perfectly thrown ball in the back of the end zone. It was the fourth pass Ridley dropped in two games against Houston.
Ridley redeemed himself, though, by finishing with five receptions for 89 yards, including a touchdown and a 2-point conversation. Fellow receiver Christian Kirk and tight ends Evan Engram and Luke Farrell also dropped passes Sunday.

    


STOCK UP
Josh Allen had 2 1/2 sacks against Houston, giving him a career-high 12 on the season and raising his stock even more in a contract year. Allen, the seventh overall pick in the 2019 NFL draft, also passed Yannick Ngakoue (39) for second on the franchise's all-time list with 39 1/2 career sacks. Tony Brackens (1996-2003) holds the top spot with 55.
STOCK DOWN
Montaric "Buster" Brown was beaten in coverage early and often against Houston receivers Nico Collins and Tank Dell. The duo combined to catch 12 passes for 154 yards and two touchdowns.
Brown was filling in for injured starter Tyson Campbell (hamstring), who has missed four of the team's last five games. Jacksonville could use Campbell back before facing two-time Pro Bowler Ja'Marr Chase on Monday.

    


INJURIES
The Jaguars placed left tackle Cam Robinson on injured reserve with a left knee injury, meaning he will miss at least the next four games. Robinson played just 12 snaps at Houston before getting his foot caught in a pile.
The setback means Robinson, a second-round pick out of Alabama in 2017, will have missed games because of injuries in five of his seven NFL seasons.
KEY NUMBER
2011 -- The last year the Jaguars played on Monday Night Football. Jacksonville lost 38-14 at San Diego, its seventh loss in its last 10 games on MNF, and hasn't landed the prime-time spot since.
NEXT STEPS
Jacksonville has a chance to showcase its team and its plans for a new stadium on national television, an opportunity in which the Jaguars hope to shine.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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The New York Giants are on a two-game winning streak heading into a bye week
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                                        EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) -- After a disastrous, injured-filled start to the season filled with high expectations and met with too many poor performances, the New York Giants have a reason to feel good as they head into their bye week.
Consecutive wins over Washington (4-8) and New England (2-9) have the Giants at 4-8 in coach Brian Daboll's second season in charge.
Two of New York's final five regular-season games are against the team with the NFL's best record, the Philadelphia Eagles (10-1). The defending NFC champions beat the Giants three times last season.

    


"Obviously, not where we want to be right now at 4-8, but I am proud of the guys and the way they've continued to battle and compete over the last few weeks," general manager Joe Schoen said Monday. 




"When things are bad, they can go one of two ways, and I'm really proud of the way the guys have continued to come in and compete. We've seen some progress over the last couple weeks and the results to show. We've got five games left against NFC teams, against four different teams, and we're not out of it."

    
    


    

    
        
    



If there has been a positive in the past few weeks, it's been the surprising play of undrafted rookie free agent quarterback Tommy DeVito.
Since taking over after Daniel Jones went down with a season-ending knee injury against Las Vegas, the New Jersey native has thrown six touchdowns and one interception in his past three games. He has not thrown an interception in his past 66 passes and has posted passer ratings of 137.7 and 103.9 against the Commanders and Patriots, respectively.
"He's got the right mindset, a lot of work to do," Daboll said. "He's a young, young player, but he's made some progress and he's done a good job for us."

    


WHAT'S WORKING
Despite playing without Pro Bowl tackle Dexter Lawrence (hamstring) for the first time this season, the Giants defense came up big again. A week after forcing six turnovers in the win over Washington, Wink Martindale's group got interceptions from rookie Deonte Banks, linebacker Bobby Okereke and safety Xavier McKinney. The latter two set up both Giants' scoring drives in the 10-7 victory.
WHAT'S NOT
The same thing as last week and the week before and the week before. The offensive line is a mess. It allowed the Patriots to get a season-high six sacks, seven quarterback hits and seven tackles for loss. 
While Saquon Barkley had runs of 19 and 14 yards, the other 17 rushes netted 25 yards.

    


STOCK UP
Jalin Hyatt had a breakout game. The rookie wide receiver, who was a third-round pick, was targeted six times and had five catches for a career-high 109 yards. He had four plays over 10 yards, including the Giants' three biggest offensive plays, receptions of 41, 29 and 22 yards.
STOCK DOWN
Daboll. The Giants have won the past two games with DeVito at quarterback. He has energized not only the offense, but the team with his confidence and free spirit. When asked who his starter would be after the bye if veteran quarterback Tyrod Taylor (ribs) is ready to come off injured reserve, Daball was non-committal. 

    


INJURIES
TE Darren Waller (hamstring) also is eligible to come off injured reserve, while Lawrence and OT Evan Neal (ankle) might be ready to return after the bye. Daboll said he has not been updated by the medical staff.
KEY NUMBER
5 and 1 -- With the win, DeVito became the fifth undrafted rookie in the common draft era to win at least two of his first three starts. He is also the first undrafted rookie in the common draft era to get at least a 100 passer rating in consecutive starts. 
NEXT STEPS
Use the bye to rest and get healthy for a Monday night game at home against the Green Bay Packers on Dec. 11.
____
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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East Tennessee State hires Gardner-Webb coach Tre Lamb as Bucs' new coach
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                                        JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. (AP) -- East Tennessee State hired Gardner-Webb coach Tre Lamb on Monday as the Buccaneers' new football coach.
Athletic director Richard Sander announced the hiring of the Buccaneers' 20th coach all-time, saying Lamb's experience as a head coach the past four seasons at Gardner-Webb combined with recruiting and using the transfer portal were extremely important.
"He checks every box that I created when I was developing the right profile," Sander said in a statement.

    


Lamb led Gardner-Webb to back-to-back conference championships and FCS playoff berths, including the program's first FCS playoff win on the road at Eastern Kentucky last season in its first playoff berth since 1992. He replaces George Quarles who was fired last month after winning six games in two seasons.




His offense led the Big South in total points and touchdowns scored and total offense in 2022. His Runnin' Bulldogs earned a share of the first Big South/Ohio Valley Conference title for their first back-to-back conference titles since 2002-03.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Lamb was offensive coordinator at Tennessee Tech in 2018 and 2019 before being hired at Gardner-Webb. He will be introduced at a news conference Wednesday.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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FIBA holds draw for final 4 Olympic men's basketball qualifying events

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Dallas Mavericks' Luka Doncic brings the ball up during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers on Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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        FIBA holds draw for final 4 Olympic men's basketball qualifying events

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Dallas Mavericks' Luka Doncic brings the ball up during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Clippers on Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        Dallas' Luka Doncic, Milwaukee's Giannis Antetokounmpo and Minnesota's Karl-Anthony Towns all still have a chance to play in next summer's Paris Olympics.
But at least two of those stars won't get there.
FIBA held the Olympic qualifying tournament draws for the final four spots left in the Paris Games field on Monday -- with Slovenia, Greece and the Dominican Republic all getting slotted into the same event. That means, at most, only one of those nations will make it to the Olympics.

    


Doncic has been Slovenia's best player for years, Antetokounmpo is the best player for Greece and Towns led the Dominican Republic to a strong showing at the World Cup this past summer.




"These tournaments are something else," FIBA secretary general Andreas Zagklis said. "They are six-team tournaments, every game counts, you have 12 of the top 20 teams in the world playing there. Each game could be a quarterfinal of the World Cup or a quarterfinal of the Olympics."

    
    


    

    
        
    



There are eight teams already with berths for the 12-team Olympic men's field. France qualified as the host nation, and seven other teams -- the four-time defending gold medalist U.S., World Cup champion Germany, Canada, Japan, South Sudan, Serbia and Australia -- qualified based on their finishes at this past summer's World Cup in the Philippines.
The format for the qualifying events is simple: four tournaments, to be hosted by Spain, Greece, Latvia and Puerto Rico over July 2-7, 2024. There are six teams in each tournament, and it's winner-take-all -- each event sending one team to the Paris Games.
The four host sites were chosen by FIBA earlier Monday, before the draw was held.

    


In the qualifying tournaments, each team plays two games against its own group, and the top two teams in each group move into a semifinal. First-place teams from Group A would play second-place teams from Group B, and vice-versa, at each site. Those semifinal winners will meet to decide the Olympic spot.
A look at the qualifying fields, broken down by site and with world ranking in parentheses:
PIRAEUS, GREECE
Group A: Slovenia (11), New Zealand (21), Croatia (30).
Group B: Egypt (41), Greece (14), Dominican Republic (18).

    


VALENCIA, SPAIN
Group A: Lebanon (28), Angola (34), Spain (2).
Group B: Finland (20), Poland (15), Bahamas (57).
RIGA, LATVIA
Group A: Georgia (23), Philippines (38), Latvia (8).

    


Group B: Brazil (12), Cameroon (67), Montenegro (17).
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO
Group A: Mexico (25), Ivory Coast (33), Lithuania (10).
Group B: Italy (13), Puerto Rico (16), Bahrain (69).
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Conference USA is finalizing a plan to add Delaware in 2025, according to an AP source
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                                        Conference USA is finalizing a plan to add Delaware in 2025, the league's latest expansion with a school moving up from Division I college football's second tier to the Bowl Subdivision, a person with direct knowledge of the situation told The Associated Press on Monday.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the school and conference were not making their internal plans public. The move is expected to be announced as soon as this week.
After being raided by the American Athletic Conference and the Sun Belt the past two years, Conference USA re-constituted in 2023 as a nine-team league, including former Championship Subdivision schools Sam Houston State and Jacksonville State.

    


Delaware has a rich football history, having produced Super Bowl-winning quarterback Joe Flacco and 2002 NFL MVP Rich Gannon. The Blue Hens currently play in the Coastal Athletic Association.




Delaware's most recent FCS title came in 2003, and it has reached the championship game twice since then. The Blue Hens beat Lafayette last weekend in the FCS playoffs. Coach Ryan Carty's team plays at Montana in the second round this weekend.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The CAA, which changed its name earlier this year from the Colonial Athletic Association, had 15 teams in football this season. The league lost James Madison after the 2021 season, and the Dukes' transition to the FBS has gone so well they reached the Top 25 this year.
Massachusetts, Old Dominion and Georgia State are a few other ex-CAA programs that now play in the FBS.

    


___
AP College Football Writer Ralph D. Russo contributed to this report.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Texans, Stroud confident they'll bounce back after tough loss to Jaguars

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) scores a touchdown on a running play after evadnig Jacksonville Jaguars' Travon Walker (44) and Shaquille Quarterman (50) in the second half of an NFL football game in Houston, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- The Houston Texans missed an opportunity to move into first place in the AFC South with Sunday's loss to the Jacksonville Jaguars.
Despite the 24-21 defeat, star rookie quarterback C.J. Stroud is confident the Texans will bounce back and continue to exceed expectations this season.
"It's about the mindset, though. What are we going to do? Not play anymore? (Are) we just going to tuck our tail and not play hard? No, I don't really believe in that type of mindset," he said. "I'm going out there every play, every game trying to win. So, I don't really think that our season is over at all. It's a long year ... you can see the trajectory we're on."

    


Houston (6-5) fell into a tie with the Indianapolis Colts for second place in the division behind the first-place Jaguars (8-3) with the loss. 




The Texans had a chance to force overtime with 34 seconds left Sunday, but Matt Ammendola's 58-yard field-goal attempt bounced off the crossbar.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Before that, Stroud had another strong game. The second overall pick in the draft threw for 304 yards and two touchdowns to give him 3,266 yards passing to overtake Justin Herbert (3,224) for most yards passing in NFL history through a player's first 11 games.
Stroud also became the first rookie in NFL history to throw for 300 yards or more in four straight games. 
He moved effectively to avoid the rush Sunday, averaging 3.8 seconds to throw each pass, which is the longest time by anyone in a single game this season according to NFL Next Gen Stats. 

    


Both his touchdown passes against Jacksonville came on extended drop-backs of four or more seconds.
"C.J did a really good job of being able to move around and extend plays," coach DeMeco Ryans said. "Made a couple of big plays for us ... I thought he moved around well when he had to, took what the defense gave him."
WHAT'S WORKING
Stroud's stellar play continues to make Houston's passing game the strength of the team. His yards passing rank second in the NFL and Houston's 276.2 yards passing a game also come in at No. 2 in the league.
He's done a great job of spreading the ball around, and the Texans had four receivers with at least 40 yards Sunday.

    


WHAT NEEDS HELP
Houston was down to just one timeout for the last drive Sunday after Ryans had to burn two earlier in the second half to avoid penalties.
"It's tough for us not having those timeouts, having to waste them on procedural things that we need to clean up," Ryans said. "All those timeouts were just self-inflicted things that we have to be better at. Whether it's making sure we got the right amount of people on the field, getting the calls in quicker, getting to the line of scrimmage quicker, we just have to be better."
STOCK UP
WR Nico Collins led the team with seven receptions for 104 yards and a touchdown Sunday. It was his third 100-yard game of the season, which is a career high for the third-year player. It's the first time he's had more than 100 yards receiving since finishing with a career-best 168 yards receiving in a win over Pittsburgh Oct. 1. 

    


STOCK DOWN
CB Tavierre Thomas was called for pass interference on two plays on the same drive that helped the Jaguars to a touchdown in the third quarter.
INJURIES
LG Tytus Howard injured his knee against Jacksonville and is questionable for Sunday's game. ... WR Noah Brown missed a second straight game against the Jaguars with a knee injury. ... RB Dameon Pierce returned against Jacksonville after missing three games with an ankle injury. 

    


KEY NUMBER
0. The Texans didn't have a sack Sunday for the first time all season.
NEXT STEPS
The Texans look to get back on track when they wrap up a three-game homestand with a visit from Denver Sunday. The Broncos (6-5) have won five in a row after dropping five of their first six games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Duke starts process of replacing Mike Elko after an unusually short coaching stint in Durham

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Duke head coach Mike Elko points at the video replay board after a holding penalty was called against his team during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh in Durham, N.C., Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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                                        DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- Duke made a rapid climb under Mike Elko. Now they're searching for a new football coach after an unusually short tenure.
Texas A&M officially named Elko its next football coach on Monday, ending Elko's two-year stint that saw the Blue Devils win 16 games and twice reach bowl games. That marked only the second time in nearly a century that a Duke coach was on the job for three or fewer seasons.
Athletics director Nina King said it had been "a busy day" that included conversations deep into Sunday night with Elko as he was engaged in talks with A&M, where he worked as defensive coordinator before taking over in Durham in 2021.

    


"We'll be thorough in our process and we will certainly work swiftly as we have done before," King said in a statement to reporters Monday, though she didn't take questions.




That will be important. NCAA rules permit players to enter the transfer portal for 30 days after a coaching change, allowing them to formally explore moves elsewhere. Additionally, the portal window officially opens next Monday, which offers coaching staffs the ability to seek out help from other schools.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The school needed 12 days to hire Elko after David Cutcliffe's exit. 
The last time a Duke coach stayed three or fewer seasons came when Steve Spurrier left for Florida after a 1987-89 run that included the program's last Atlantic Coast Conference title in his final season. Elko and Spurrier are the only Duke coaches to stay three or fewer years since 1925, spanning the Blue Devils' time in the Southern Conference before becoming a charter ACC member in 1953.
King said associate head coach and running backs coach Trooper Taylor would work as the interim coach while the school searches for Elko's replacement. She said she met with the players Monday morning, and has Zoom meetings scheduled for that night with verbally committed recruits as well as in the coming days with the families of current Blue Devils players.

    


Elko won nine games and a bowl in his debut season, then guided Duke to a seven-win regular season with a weekend win against Pittsburgh. This year's team opened with a rout of preseason ACC favorite Clemson, cracked the AP Top 25 amid a 4-0 start and even hosted ESPN's "College GameDay" for the first time in football -- after multiple visits here for the storied men's basketball program -- ahead of a ranked-vs-ranked matchup against Notre Dame.
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Eagles stand tall behind QB Jalen Hurts as the only 10-1 team in NFL

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts celebrates after scoring the game winning touchdown against the Buffalo Bills during overtime in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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    [image: Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts passes against the Buffalo Bills during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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    [image: Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver A.J. Brown scores past Buffalo Bills cornerback Rasul Douglas during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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    [image: Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham celebrates after their the overtime win against the Buffalo Bills in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Jalen Hurts did it again. 
It? The pronoun could stand for about anything when it comes to Hurts and what he does for the Eagles.
Trail 17-7 at the half in consecutive weeks and rally the Eagles to wins?

    


Yup, he did it again.




How about trailing at halftime in four straight games overall and guiding the Eagles to wins?

    
    


    

    
        
    



He did it again, too.
Go 10-1 a year after the Eagles also started 10-1 on their way to a Super Bowl appearance?
Yes, he did it with the same flair as he continues to build a strong case for AP NFL MVP. 

    


How about this one: Beat San Francisco at home in consecutive seasons?
The answer to that question is officially TBD, but will be settled soon enough. Ten months after Hurts and the Eagles thumped the 49ers 31-7 in the NFC championship game at the Linc, the rematch is set for Sunday between two of the top teams in the NFL. 
The Eagles have the best record in the NFL -- strengthened after a 37-34 overtime win against Buffalo -- and San Francisco is 8-3.
Take a look at the numbers, and everything seems to favor the Eagles. The Eagles are 27-2 (.931) in their past 29 regular-season games started by Hurts, he has led the Eagles to 14 straight wins against teams with winning records and the Eagles are undefeated at home (5-0) this season.
Not bad.

    


Not good enough, though, for the oddsmakers. The 49ers are early 21/2-point favorites, per FanDuel Sportsbook.
Perhaps it's time for Jason Kelce to break out the dog masks -- as in, underdogs -- he wore on the way toward Philadelphia's Super Bowl 52 title.
No matter, the Eagles know they always have a chance as long as they have Hurts. The Eagles trailed Buffalo 17-7 at the half, 24-14 through three, 31-28 with 1:52 left in the fourth and 34-31 in OT.
Hurts combined for a career-high five total TDs (three passing, two rushing) and became the first QB in NFL history with 10-plus rushing TDs in three consecutive seasons (10 TDs in 2021 and 13 TDs in 2022).
"We always find a way, and that's something that you can't really take for granted," Hurts said. "It's hard to quantify. Obviously, I have had a ton to clean up and I have not executed to the level of my standard."

    


Yikes. What's on tap for the rest of the league once Hurts reaches the demanding -- likely unreachable -- standard he set for himself?
"Winning is the only thing that matters, but the standard is pretty darn important, too," he said. "And so that's what it is."
Hurts was referencing the fact he failed to play a complete game. Last season's NFL MVP runner-up, Hurts was only 4 of 11 for 33 yards and one rushing TD in the first half. In the second, 14 of 20 for 167 yards, three passing TDs, and the winning 12-yard score in OT.
"Just clutch in clutch moments," coach Nick Sirianni said. 

    


WHAT'S WORKING
The offense. Hurts accounted for five TDs, DeVonta Smith had seven catches for 106 yards and D'Andre Swift ran for 80 yards to keep the Eagles in the game, even at times when it seemed lost. Hurts' 29-yard, go-ahead TD to wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus in the back of the end zone in the fourth quarter will go on the short list of one of his top plays on the career highlight reel.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
The defense. The Bills had 505 yards, converted 13 third downs and Josh Allen toyed with the Eagles. Allen threw for 339 yards and two TDs and he rushed for 81 yards and two scores. The Bills even ran for 173 yards. 
The Eagles allowed more than 500 yards at home for the first time since 2015. Could just be an off game. It happens. But surely the 49ers are looking for ways to post those kinds of numbers against the Eagles. 
STOCK UP
Jake Elliott. He kicked a 59-yard field goal with 20 seconds left in regulation that tied the game 31-all. The distance was long, wind and rain played havoc with field conditions, yet he hit his 26th career 50-plus-yard field goal. He set a career high with six of them this season.
Elliott has converted 8 of 9 field goals during the fourth quarter/overtime this season, including his 54-yard winner against Washington in October.
STOCK DOWN
A.J Brown is in a slump. One of the NFL's top wide receivers, Brown had only five catches for 37 yards (and a TD) a game after he had just one catch for 8 yards against Kansas City. 
INJURIES
RT Lane Johnson was a surprise scratch with a groin injury and defensive end Fletcher Cox also suffered a groin injury during the game. There was no immediate word on their availability for Sunday.
KEY NUMBER
2. The Eagles have two overtime wins in a season for the first time since 2000.
NEXT STEPS
Host the 49ers in a rematch of last season's NFC title game on Sunday. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Middle Tennessee fires coach Rick Stockstill after a 4-8 record in his 18th season
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                                        MURFREESBORO, Tenn. (AP) -- Middle Tennessee fired coach Rick Stockstill on Monday after 18 seasons, capped by a 4-8 record and an ugly road loss in the Blue Raiders' regular-season finale.
"This is one of the most difficult days in my tenure, but one I feel is necessary in our aspiration to compete and win championships," athletic director Chris Massaro said.
Stockstill was hired in December 2005. He had a 113-111 record at Middle Tennessee, with his win total ranked third all-time in program history. He had been the fourth-longest tenured coach nationally and third-longest with the Blue Raiders.

    


He took the Blue Raiders to 10 bowls, with Middle Tennessee bowl eligible 12 times. They beat San Diego State a year ago in the Hawaii Bowl.  The Blue Raiders started this season on the road, routed by Alabama followed by a 23-19 loss at Missouri.




Middle Tennessee is starting a national search for a new coach immediately.

    
    


    

    
        
    



___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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The Steelers did a very un-Steelerlike thing by firing Matt Canada. The early returns were promising

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Diontae Johnson (18) catches a pass for a first down with Cincinnati Bengals cornerback DJ Turner II defending during the first half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Kenny Pickett meets with reporters following an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Steelers won 16-10. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Kenny Pickett (8) gets off a pass under pressure by Cincinnati Bengals defensive tackle DJ Reader, left, during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Kenny Pickett (8) gets off a pass under pressure by Cincinnati Bengals defensive tackle DJ Reader, left, during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker T.J. Watt (90) celebrate sacking Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Jake Browning during the second half of an NFL football game in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Steelers won 16-10.(AP Photo/Jeffrey Dean)]
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    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin, right, and quarterback Kenny Pickett walk off the field following an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. The Steelers won 16-10. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers tight end Pat Freiermuth (88) celebrates a first down during the first half of an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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    [image: Pittsburgh Steelers safety Trenton Thompson (17) celebrates an interception during the second half of an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Cincinnati, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Mike Tomlin isn't getting ahead of himself. And he probably shouldn't.
For all the good vibes -- particularly on offense -- generated by Sunday's 16-10 win over Cincinnati, a game in which the Steelers topped 400 yards for the first time in more than three years and moved the ball at will, the reality is there was nowhere to go but up following Matt Canada's abrupt firing last Tuesday.
"I'm not trying to paint with a broad brush and act like: 'Eureka!'" Tomlin said after Pittsburgh improved to 7-4 and vaulted to the top of the AFC wild-card race. "We did what we needed to do to win today and we'll keep pushing."

    


It's not just coach-speak. Yes, Pittsburgh looked like a competent and occasionally dangerous offense for a full 60 minutes, a rarity for a half-decade. 




Yet the Steelers also faced the NFL's 30th-ranked defense and failed to deliver the knockout punch, needing an onside kick recovery at the two-minute warning to exhale.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Still.
While the scoreboard looked an awful lot like so many during Canada's two-plus seasons calling the plays -- all seven of Pittsburgh's wins this season have come by eight points or fewer and the Steelers haven't reached 30 points in a game they've won since 2020 -- the mood in the aftermath was different. 
Lighter. And decidedly more positive.

    


It's a shift that began basically the day after Canada's stunning -- if only for the timing -- dismissal. While Tomlin made a concerted effort to absorb the blows as frustration mounted, the tipping point came in the 24 hours following a 13-10 loss to Cleveland, when player after player -- running back Najee Harris and wide receiver Diontae Johnson chief among them -- said in so many words "this simply can't continue."
And, surprisingly, it didn't. By Wednesday, running backs coach Eddie Faulkner was promoted to interim offensive coordinator with quarterbacks coach Mike Sullivan taking over play-calling duties. By Thursday, Faulkner was cracking jokes by facetiously pointing out his (very, very, very small) resemblance to defensive coordinator Teryl Austin.
By Sunday, that looseness translated into a steady stream of first downs and impressive throws -- at least when not under pressure -- by Pickett, who threw for a season-high 278 yards and avoided an interception for the seventh straight game. For once, the Steelers spent the postgame dancing instead of venting.
Pickett made it a point to call Sullivan his "right-hand man" and praised the new leadership structure for helping the Steelers deal with the kind of "adversity" (albeit self-created) the franchise hadn't seen in 80-plus years.
While Pickett cautioned his team still hasn't "100% put it together," there were tangible positives. Harris ran for 99 yards and a touchdown. The Steelers didn't have a single three-and-out. And they used all portions of the field, a sign of growth for Pickett, who has largely avoided -- to his detriment at times -- throwing over the middle.

    


The Steelers offense isn't "fixed." Not by a long shot. But for a group desperately in search of something -- anything -- to build on, it's a start.
WHAT'S WORKING
The Steelers have now topped 150 yards on the ground in each of their past four games, and they're doing it while sometimes using personnel groups so obviously run-specific that there might as well be a flashing sign over Pickett's head that reads "We're handing it off on this play."
Being able to run when the opponent knows it's coming is a sign of dominance. Pittsburgh is doing it at the moment, which can only lead to good things in the passing game down the road.

    


WHAT'S NOT
All special teams units that don't include kicker Chris Boswell. The Steelers twice failed to pin the Bengals deep in their own end in the first half when the gunners couldn't down the ball before it reached the end zone. A couple of penalties on returns forced the offense to go the length of the field. For a team with a small margin for error, the hidden yardage losses in those mistakes can't continue.
STOCK UP
Safety Trenton Thompson began the season on the practice squad before injuries pressed him into service. He's responded by being a difference-maker, including snagging his first career interception when he stepped in front of a pass intended for Ja'Marr Chase that set the stage for Pittsburgh's go-ahead drive.
"We needed a turnover for sure, just to get us pumped up and get the offense rolling, and obviously it took away some momentum from their sideline," Thompson said.

    


STOCK DOWN
Johnson is an elite route-runner but remains a volatile presence both on and off the field. He couldn't secure a touchdown pass from Pickett in the first half and looked completely oblivious on the next snap when Jaylen Warren fumbled, turning his back to the play and walking off the field while the Bengals darted up-field with the ball. 
Oh, and there was the reported heated exchange with injured All-Pro safety Minkah Fitzpatrick a week ago in Cleveland.
So far in 2023, Johnson has made more headlines for his words than his actions. That needs to change over the final two months.
INJURIES
Fitzpatrick still hasn't practiced since injuring his hamstring in a loss to Jacksonville a month ago. The Steelers have made do on the back end, but they are clearly a better unit when Fitzpatrick's familiar No. 39 is roaming the secondary.
KEY NUMBER
2 -- the number of players in NFL history with 90 sacks in their first 100 games. Hall of Fame defensive end Reggie White is one. Steelers outside linebacker T.J. Watt is the other after getting to Bengals quarterback Jake Browning twice.
NEXT STEPS
Try to continue to take advantage of a soft spot in their schedule when the reeling Arizona Cardinals visit Acrisure Stadium next Sunday.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump threatened over the weekend to reopen the contentious fight over the Affordable Care Act after failing to repeal it while in the White House, saying he is "seriously looking at alternatives" if he wins a second term.
Trump's comments drew rebuke from Democratic President Joe Biden 's campaign, which cast them as another "extremist" proposal from the GOP front-runner.
"Donald Trump's America is one where millions of people lose their health insurance and seniors and families across the country face exorbitant costs just to stay healthy. Those are the stakes next November," said Biden-Harris 2024 spokesperson Ammar Moussa in a statement.

    


The back-and-forth points to what could be a key issue in a general election rematch between Trump and Biden if both win their parties' nominations as widely expected.




Biden's team has long operated under the assumption that Trump would be the GOP nominee, given his commanding lead in the polls, and has stepped up efforts in recent weeks to cast his proposals as extreme and to paint him as a danger to democracy. Biden, in particular, has begun painting a vision of a catastrophic future if Trump wins -- a strategy that could motivate lukewarm Democratic voters who may be driven more by a desire to stop Trump than to deliver a second term to Biden amid lingering concerns over high inflation, the direction of the country and his age. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Health care has generally been a better issue for Democrats than Republicans, who have largely abandoned efforts to repeal the law in recent years.
Trump has not spent much time discussing healthcare as he has laid out an aggressive agenda for a potential second term that has focused on immigration crackdowns and mass deportations, as well as efforts to target political rivals.
But Trump weighed in on the issue Saturday morning on his Truth Social site.

    


"The cost of Obamacare is out of control, plus, it's not good Healthcare. I'm seriously looking at alternatives," he wrote. "We had a couple of Republican Senators who campaigned for 6 years against it, and then raised their hands not to terminate it. It was a low point for the Republican Party, but we should never give up!" 
He was referring to July 2017, when the late Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) blocked Trump's long effort to repeal the healthcare law.
About 6 in 10 Americans say they have a favorable opinion of the health reform bill signed into law in 2010, known commonly as the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare, according to a KFF poll conducted in May 2023.
A recent ABC News/Ipsos poll found 37% of Americans trust Democrats to do a better job than Republicans on handling healthcare, versus about 1 in 5 -- 18% -- who trust Republicans over Democrats on this issue. About one-third (34%) trust neither party. 
Still, a June 2023 AP-NORC poll showed a minority of U.S. adults -- 44% -- approving of how Biden was handling health care, with 53% disapproving. That included 69% of Democrats and 17% of Republicans -- measurements in line with Biden's overall job approval.

    


Trump's comments came in response to a Wall Street Journal op-ed he shared highlighting concerns raised by Sens. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and Mike Braun (R-Ind.) that large insurance companies are using their pharmacies "to evade federal requirements that limit the percentage of premium dollars spent on profits and administration, known as the Medical Loss Ratio (MLR), resulting in sky-high prescription drug costs and excessive corporate profits."
Biden's Department of Health and Human Services says more than 40 million are insured through coverage related to provisions of the Affordable Care Act.
Moussa said Trump "would try to rip it away if he returns to power. He was one vote away from getting it done when he was president - and we should take him at his word that he'll try to do it again."
___ Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Linley Sanders contributed to this report from Washington.
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Nikki Haley draws the largest crowd of her campaign in her home state of South Carolina

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley waves as she enters a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley waves as she enters a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley signs memorabilia and takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley signs memorabilia and takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Nikki Haley draws the largest crowd of her campaign in her home state of South Carolina

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley waves as she enters a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley waves as she enters a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley waves as she enters a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley speaks during a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley signs memorabilia and takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley signs memorabilia and takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley signs memorabilia and takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
GOP presidential hopeful Nikki Haley takes selfies with supporters after a campaign event on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Bluffton, S.C. Haley is among a cluster of Republican candidates competing for second place in a GOP Republican primary thus far largely dominated by former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    


By MEG KINNARD

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BLUFFTON, S.C. (AP) -- Nikki Haley drew the largest crowd of her campaign Monday at an event in her home state of South Carolina, as she tries to close the gap with GOP front-runner and former President Donald Trump just weeks from the start of the primary season. 
Around 2,500 people gathered to hear Haley, the former governor and United Nations ambassador, according to officials at a satellite campus of the University of South Carolina along the state's southern coast. Half that number watched her event from video screens outside the venue after it reached capacity.
That's significantly higher than the 2,000 people who attended her February launch event in Charleston, according to Haley's campaign. Hours ahead of Monday's start time, the line for attendees wrapped around the venue, which had to be changed from its original location due to demand.

    


Haley's staff have cast her campaign as being on a rising trajectory. She often hits on this theme herself, noting her ousting of a 30-year state incumbent in the South Carolina House, then beating three initially better-known candidates to become the first woman to serve as South Carolina governor.




But Haley remains among a pack of candidates competing for a distant second place with Trump, who has led the GOP field since kicking off his third presidential campaign last year. Later this week, Haley will head back to New Hampshire, where she has stumped heavily. Entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy has more than a dozen events scheduled this week in Iowa. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis campaigns across South Carolina on Friday.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The question of how Haley could close the gap with Trump was on the minds of some who gathered to hear her on Monday.
Vincent Francescangeli, who lives on Hilton Head Island, said he is leaning toward supporting Haley but is taking a wait-and-see approach as the election's first votes draw closer, noting that Trump is still on his list of candidates whom he might support.
"The world was a safer place when Trump was in office," Francescangeli said. "But Trump's got a lot of baggage, and you've got to ask yourself -- is Trump really electable? I don't know."

    


Haley hit the usual points of her campaign speech on Monday, drawing applause and cheers following calls to term limit members of Congress, subject politicians to mental competency tests and end trade relations with China "until they stop murdering Americans with fentanyl."
Haley invoked her former boss saying, as she has before, that she believes Trump was "the right president at the right time" but argued the time is right for a new generation in U.S. leadership.
"I agree with a lot of his policies, but the truth is, rightly or wrongly, chaos follows him," Haley said. "We have too much division in this country, and too many threats around the world to be sitting in chaos once again."
On Monday, Haley riffed on Trump's recent appearance in her home state at Saturday's football rivalry matchup between the University of South Carolina and her alma mater, Clemson University. Trump was a guest of Gov. Henry McMaster, Haley's successor and an alumnus of South Carolina, which lost to Clemson.
"How did it work out for the Gamecocks having Trump show up?" Haley said. "Not so lucky for the Gamecocks, just sayin' -- go Tigers."

    


Asked why he came out to see Haley, Francescangeli said that he had been impressed by her performance in the GOP presidential debates, the sole woman on stage.
"She didn't come across weak," Francescangeli said, referencing her debates. "She came across to me like a powerhouse. She stood up to those guys. These guys are trying to beat her up. She kicked right back. I was impressed."
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nikki-haley-2024-president-south-carolina-dcbbc177346d9b441b9ba9d50d755756
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Deck the White House halls: Jill Biden wants holiday visitors to feel like kids again

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    First lady Jill Biden received the official 2023 White House Christmas tree at the White House Monday. (Nov.20)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Step inside the White House during the holidays by walking beneath the branches of a Christmas tree. Stroll along a hallway decorated with oversized holiday candy and other sweets. See Santa's sleigh and his eight reindeer suspended above the grand foyer in dramatic fashion.
Jill Biden wants everyone who visits the White House during the holidays to feel like a kid again. 
"Each room is designed to capture this pure, unfiltered delight and imagination" so visitors "see this time of year through the wondrous, sparkling eyes of children," the first lady said Monday at the first of a month's worth of holiday receptions. 

    


"Magic, Wonder and Joy" is the theme this year, President Joe Biden's third in the White House.
Jill Biden said it was "so amazing" to see the Christmas tree atop the entrance to the East Wing when they returned Sunday night after spending the Thanksgiving holiday in Nantucket, Massachusetts. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"When Joe and I saw that last night, we were just, like, mesmerized," she said.
The whimsical set of oversized decorations is meant to inspire the feelings of awe and wonder that put children on joyful edge during the holidays, White House aides said.

    


Throughout two public floors of the White House, the decor features several nods to the 200th anniversary of the publication of the poem and book commonly known as "'Twas the Night Before Christmas." (The official title is "A Visit from St. Nicholas.")
The papier mache reindeer suspended in the foyer are "so cool," she said. "It's like they're leaping from the storybook's pages. I don't know how you feel about it. I feel it's just breathtaking."
The Library of Congress provided samples of editions of the book from the past 200 years that are on display in protective cases along the ground floor corridor. The traditional gingerbread White House includes a large sugar cookie replica of the book opened to a page that says "Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night." Santa's sleigh and reindeer also fly above the cookie White House.

    
        Happening this holiday season

	What to watch: Festive TV programming is starting to stack up like toys in Santa's sleigh. Use this guide to keep track of the bonanza.
	Seasonal tunes: The classics performed by some of the best performers across pop, R&B, rock, opera, soul and beyond? That's a real reason to celebrate.
	A dream come true: "Ted Lasso" star Hannah Waddingham debuts her holiday special, along with an accompanying soundtrack.



    



    


National Guard families, who joined the first lady as part of her Joining Forces initiative to support military families, were among the first members of the public to see the decorations. Children of these and other military families were also being treated to a performance by the cast of the North American tour of the Disney musical "Frozen." 
One of the first Christmas trees visitors see after entering the White House is decorated with wooden gold star ornaments engraved with the names of fallen service members.
The official White House Christmas tree, an 18.5-foot-tall (5.6-meter-tall) Fraser fir, stands in its usual place in the Blue Room. The massive tree highlights cheerful scenes, landscapes and neighborhoods from across the country. A toy train runs around its base.




The State Dining Room has been transformed into Santa's workshop, with elves' workbenches, stools and ladders circling Christmas trees, and tools and gifts-in-progress rounding out the decor. 

    


The dining room is the customary stage for the gingerbread White House, which was assembled using 40 sheets of sugar cookie dough for the book and 40 sheets of gingerbread dough for the house, 90 pounds (41 kilograms) of pastillage, a cake decorating paste, 30 pounds (14 kilograms) of chocolate and 50 pounds (23 kilograms) of royal icing. 
The library honors the tradition of bedtime stories with dangling golden moons and shimmering stars; the China Room has been turned into a sweet shop featuring baked goodies, and the Vermeil Room celebrates music with a display of rotating big Marine Band figurines with trumpets.
Glowing candles and stained glass in the Green Room celebrate faith, and holiday craft-making is the theme in the Red Room, where a tradition of featuring cranberries continues. 
The official White House Menorah is on display in the Cross Hall connecting the State Dining Room and the East Room, which is decorated with trees and various advent calendars. 

    


The decor also features likenesses of family cat Willow and dog Commander, who was recently sent after multiple incidents of biting Secret Service personnel. 
Ninety-eight Christmas trees, nearly 34,000 ornaments, over 22,000 bells and more than 350 candles were used in the decor, according to the White House. Nearly 142,500 lights illuminate trees, garlands, wreaths and other displays, and nearly 15,000 feet (4,600 meters) of ribbon are part of it all.
Seventy-two wreaths sporting red ribbons adorn the north and south exteriors of the building.
Some 300 volunteer decorators and designers spent a few days last week gathering decorations from a warehouse. They spent Friday, Saturday and Sunday putting the decorations in their proper places.
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Argentina's right-wing president-elect to meet with a top Biden adviser
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Argentina's right-wing President-elect Javier Milei will meet with President Joe Biden's national security adviser on Tuesday in Washington, according to the White House.
National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Monday that Milei will meet with White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan and other administration officials. Biden, who will be traveling on Tuesday to Georgia for a memorial service for former first lady Rosalynn Carter and then to Colorado, will not meet with Milei.
The Treasury Department said in a statement that Milei's economic policy advisers will also meet with senior Treasury Officials on Tuesday. That meeting is expected to focus on the incoming Milei administration's economic policy priorities.

    


"We want to continue to look for ways to cooperate with Argentina," Kirby said. "Argentina is a healthy and vibrant partner in this hemisphere on many, many issues. And so we're looking forward to obviously hearing what the president-elect's ideas are and where he wants to go on policy issues and making sure that we have a chance to keep that channel of communication open.




Milei's meetings in Washington "are protocol-driven to explain the economic plan: fiscal adjustment, monetary reform, state reform and deregulation," a Milei spokesman, who declined to be named because he was not authorized to talk on the record, said. "It is not in search of financing."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Milei, who has been compared to former President Donald Trump, was elected earlier this month and is scheduled to be inaugurated on Dec. 10. The president-elect has spoken favorably of Trump, and said that the 45th president told him in a congratulatory call last week that he would travel to Argentina so the two could meet face-to-face.
Milei's conversation with the former president, who is the leading 2024 GOP presidential contender, came hours after Biden had his own call with Milei.
The White House said Biden congratulated Milei and spoke of "the strong relationship between the United States and Argentina on economic issues, on regional and multilateral cooperation, and on shared priorities, including advocating for the protection of human rights, addressing food insecurity and investing in clean energy."

    


Milei spent Monday in New York City and was traveling to Washington primarily for talks with International Monetary Fund officials, according to Kirby.
While in New York, Milei visited the burial place of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, who led the Chabad-Lubavitch movement for more than four decades before his death in 1994. Schneerson's grave, at a cemetery in Queens, is visited annually by thousands of Jewish people and occasionally by world leaders.
Schneerson led Chabad-Lubavitch as the seventh rebbe, or spiritual leader. In those years, he was one of the most influential global leaders in Judaism, reinvigorating a small community that had been devastated by the Holocaust and pushing for all Jews to become more deeply connected to their faith and do more good in their everyday lives.
Milei, a Roman Catholic, has been studying the Torah for years and has openly talked about his respect for Judaism. Although he's expressed a desire to convert to Judaism, he hasn't formally started the process although he says he's close.
Milei has also expressed staunch support for Israel, both before and after he won the presidential election. During the campaign, Milei often waved an Israeli flag at his rallies.

    


Argentina's president-elect has said he wants to move Argentina's embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, emulating a move made by Trump.
"I don't go to the church; I go to the temple. I don't talk to priests; I have a head rabbi. I study the Torah," Milei said in an August interview. "I'm internationally recognized as a friend of Israel and a scholar of the Torah."
___
Politi reported from Buenos Aires. Associated Press writers Fatima Hussein and Chris Megerian contributed to this report.
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Biden will convene his new supply chain council and announce 30 steps to strengthen US logistics

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden greet Massachusetts State Police on the tarmac before boarding Air Force One, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, at Nantucket Memorial Airport in Nantucket, Mass. The Bidens are returning to Washington after spending the Thanksgiving Day holiday in Nantucket with family. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Monday will convene the first meeting of his supply chain resilience council, using the event to announce 30 actions to improve access to medicine and needed economic data and other programs tied to the production and shipment of goods.
"We're determined to keep working to bring down prices for American consumers and ensure the resilience of our supply chains for the future," said Lael Brainard, director of the White House National Economic Council and a co-chair of the new supply chain council.
The announcement comes after supply chain problems fueled higher inflation as the United States recovered from the coronavirus pandemic in 2021. While consumer prices are down from last year's peaks, polling shows that inflation remains a political challenge for Biden going into the 2024 presidential election.

    


Among the 30 new actions, Biden, a Democrat, will use the Defense Production Act to have the Health and Human Services Department invest in the domestic manufacturing of needed medicines that are deemed crucial for national security. The Cabinet agency has identified $35 million to invest in the production of materials for injectable medicines.
The federal government will also improve its ability to monitor supply chains through the sharing of data among agencies. The Commerce Department has developed new tools to assess risks to the supply chain and has partnered with the Energy Department on the supply of renewable energy resources. Shipping companies are beginning to use new data resources from the Transportation Department on freight logistics.
Besides Brainard, the council will be co-chaired by Jake Sullivan, the White House national security adviser. Other members include heads of Cabinet departments, the U.S. trade representative, the chair of the White House Council of Economic Advisers and the directors of National Intelligence, the Office of Management and Budget, and the Office of Science and Technology Policy.
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Biden says 4-year-old Abigail Edan was released by Hamas. He hopes more U.S. hostages will be freed

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: President Joe Biden speaks to reporters in Nantucket, Mass., Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, about hostages freed by Hamas in a third set of releases under a four-day cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        NANTUCKET, Mass. (AP) -- President Joe Biden confirmed Sunday that Abigail Edan, a 4-year-old American girl held hostage by Hamas after her parents were killed, was released as part of the cease-fire deal in the Israel-Hamas war. 
"Thank God she's home," Biden said told reporters. "I wish I were there to hold her."
Abigail has dual Israeli-U.S. citizenship, and Biden said she was "safely in Israel." She was the first U.S. hostage to be released under terms of the cease-fire. Biden said he did not have immediate information on Abigail's condition. The White House said later that the president spoke by telephone with members of the girl's family in the United States and Israel. He also spoke with Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

    


Hamas militants stormed Abigail's kibbutz, Kfar Azza, on Oct. 7 and killed her parents. She ran to a neighbor's home for shelter, and the Brodutch family -- mother Hagar and her three children -- took Abigail in as the rampage raged. Then all five disappeared and were later confirmed to be captives. They were among the more than 200 people taken to Gaza in the attack that touched off the war. Abigail had a birthday while she was held. 




Two of Abigail's family members on Sunday thanked Biden, the Qatari government and others involved in securing her release, saying in a statement they remain committed to the "safe and swift return" of all hostages. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Today's release proves that it's possible. We can get all hostages back home. We have to keep pushing," said Liz Hirsh Naftali and Noa Naftali, Abigail's great aunt and cousin. 
The Brodutch family was also in the group, ranging in age from 4 to 84, released Sunday. Red Cross representatives transferred the hostages out of Gaza. Some were handed over directly to Israel, while others left through Egypt. Israel's army said one was airlifted directly to a hospital. 
"They've endured a terrible ordeal," Biden said, and can now begin the "long journey toward healing." 

    


According to the White House, Biden and Netanyahu agreed the work was not yet done. Biden described the negotiations as a day-by-day, hour-by-hour process and said he would continue working until all hostages were free. 
"Nothing is guaranteed and nothing is being taken for granted. But the proof that this is working and worth pursuing further is in every smile and every grateful tear we see on the faces of those families who are finally getting back together again. The proof is little Abigail," the president said.
Biden said in remarks from Nantucket, the Massachusetts islands where he spent Thanksgiving with his family, that the cease-fire agreement was "delivering lifesaving results."
Israel freed 39 Palestinian prisoners as part of the deal Sunday. A fourth exchange was expected on Monday -- the last day of the cease-fire during which a total of 50 hostages and 150 Palestinian prisoners were to be freed. All are women and minors.
Netanyahu issued a video statement after speaking with Biden. He talked about the happiness of bringing Abigail home, but also the sadness that her parents were killed. "She has no parents, but she has an entire nation that hugs her, and we will take care of all her needs," he said.

    


Netanyahu reiterated his offer to extend the cease-fire by an additional day for every 10 hostages Hamas releases. But he also said Israel would resume its offensive against Hamas "with all of its power" once the cease-fire expires.
International mediators led by representatives from the United States and Qatar are trying to extend the cease-fire for as long as possible. 
"Critically needed aid is going in and hostages are coming out," Biden said. "And this deal is structured so that it can be extended to keep building on these results. That's my goal, that's our goal to keep this pause going beyond tomorrow so that we can continue to see more hostages come out and surge more humanitarian relief into those who are in need in Gaza." 
Before the pause in fighting, the first hostages were released on Oct. 17 -- Judith and Natalie Raanan, an American woman and her teenage daughter. Their release was regarded as a successful test-case for negotiating the larger deal, according to U.S. officials. 
There are believed to be eight other U.S. citizens and one lawful permanent resident still held hostage. Two were women, seven were men. It's not clear whether they are alive. 

    


Biden said he was "hopeful" the others would be released. "We will not stop working until every hostage is returned to their loved ones,'' he said.
The war has claimed the lives of more than 1,200 Israelis, mostly civilians killed by Hamas in the initial attack. More than 13,300 Palestinians have been killed, roughly two thirds of them women and minors, according to the Health Ministry in Hamas-ruled Gaza.
___
Long reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Sara Burnett in Chicago contributed to this report. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken is turning his attention to Ukraine, NATO and the Western Balkans after weeks of intense focus on Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza.
Blinken has spent much of the last month-and-a-half deeply engaged on the Gaza crisis, making two trips to the Middle East. Now, with the cease-fire between Israel and Hamas extended for two more days, Blinken departed Monday for Brussels for a NATO foreign ministers meeting.
In Brussels, the alliance will reaffirm its support for Ukraine's defense against Russia's invasion, explore ways of easing tensions between Kosovo and Serbia and look at preparations for NATO's 75th anniversary next year.

    


The two-day session on Tuesday and Wednesday will include the first foreign minister-level meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council, a body created by alliance leaders at their last summit to improve cooperation and coordination and help prepare Kyiv for eventual membership.




"Allies will continue to support Ukraine's self-defense until Russia stops its war of aggression," said Jim O'Brien, the top U.S. diplomat for Europe.

    
    


    

    
        
    



In a call with reporters on Monday, O'Brien said Blinken may travel to Skopje, North Macedonia, after Brussels for a meeting of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has said he plans to attend the OSCE meeting, possibly setting the stage for a U.S.-Russia confrontation over Ukraine.
The NATO meeting in Brussels will also address the situation in the Western Balkans, where there are calls for NATO to increase its military presence in response to concerns that hostility between Serbia and Kosovo could escalate to outright conflict.

    


Violence between the two has broken out twice in recent months, and Western countries fear that Russia could try to foment trouble in the Balkans to avert attention from the war in Ukraine.
Last week, Albania's prime minister urged NATO to further boost its military forces in Kosovo and secure the country's borders with Serbia, warning that recent ethnic violence in Kosovo could potentially trigger a wider Balkan conflict. NATO has already strengthened its military presence in Kosovo -- established after the 1999 bombing campaign against Serbia -- with about 1,000 additional troops and heavier weaponry, bringing its deployment there to about 4,500 troops.
Blinken will underscore U.S. and NATO support for democracy and stability in the region, including a commitment to back all countries' aspirations to join the European Union, O'Brien said.
Serbia doesn't recognize Kosovo's formal declaration of independence in 2008. Both countries want to join the European Union, which is mediating a dialogue between the former foes. Brussels has warned both that refusal to compromise jeopardizes their chances of joining the bloc.
In addition to Ukraine and the Western Balkans, the ministers will also discuss plans for the alliance's 75th anniversary summit to be held in Washington in July 2024, at which allies will celebrate NATO's founding and highlight what leaders call the most successful military alliance in history.
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Peru's top prosecutor blames President Boluarte for deaths of protesters as political crisis deepens
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                                        LIMA, Peru (AP) -- Peru's attorney general on Monday blamed President Dina Boluarte and her prime minister for the deaths of "several" anti-government protesters earlier this year, and charged them with first-degree murder before the nation's congress in a procedure known as a "constitutional complaint."
A congressional committee must now review the complaint, which could lead to a trial if the charges are approved by a majority of the nation's lawmakers.
Peru's constitution protects heads of state from most criminal charges while they are still in office. This means the complaint filed Monday against Boluarte would most likely initiate a trial after she finishes her term or if she is ousted from office through other means, such as an impeachment vote.

    


Peru has had five presidents since 2016, with none finishing their terms, and two of them impeached by the nation's powerful congress.




The charges pressed against Boluarte deepen a political crisis that broke out last year following the impeachment of former President Pedro Castillo, after he attempted to dissolve congress and rule by decree.

    
    


    

    
        
    



At least 49 people were killed in protests that followed the removal of Castillo, who was replaced by Boluarte, his vice president.
Boluarte has blamed criminal groups involved in illegal mining and left-wing radicals for the violence. But human rights groups have widely criticized her government for using excessive force against protesters in street clashes where police and soldiers used live rounds and tear gas to disperse crowds.
Critics also accuse Boluarte's government of taking an increasingly authoritarian bent, as it staves off demands for early elections and works with members of congress on laws that threaten to undermine the independence of Peru's judicial system.

    


The new charges against Boluarte were filed by Attorney General Patricia Benavides just hours after prosecutors accused Benavides of leading a corruption ring that allegedly dropped investigations against lawmakers that appointed some of her allies to influential positions within the judicial branch.
On Monday an anti-corruption team led by prosecutor Marita Barreto ordered the arrest of one of Benavides' closest aides while police raided some of the attorney general's offices in Lima.
Benavides quickly fired Barreto and later published a video, in which she said she was charging President Boluarte for the murder of anti-government protesters. Benavides described the corruption probe against her as a "reprisal" for her efforts to defend human rights.
Boluarte dismissed the charges filed by the attorney general.
"It is strange that such a complaint has been presented after everyone in the country saw how the attorney general's offices were raided, and how several members of her team were arrested for alleged acts of corruption," Boluarte said in a statement broadcast by Peru's public television channel.
____ Rueda reported from Bogota, Colombia. ____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Georgia case over railroad's use of eminent domain could have property law implications
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- It's a fight over land in one of rural Georgia's poorest areas, but it could have implications for property law across the state and nation.
A hearing is scheduled to begin Monday to help determine whether a railroad can legally condemn property to build a rail line 4.5 miles (7.25 kilometers) long that would serve a rock quarry and possibly other industries.
A hearing officer will take up to three days of testimony, making a recommendation to the five elected members of the Georgia Public Service Commission, who will ultimately decide.

    


The line would be built by the Sandersville Railroad, which is owned by an influential Georgia family. It would connect to the CSX railroad at Sparta, allowing products to be shipped widely. Sparta is about 85 miles (135 kilometers) southeast of Atlanta.




People in the rural neighborhood don't want a train track passing through or near their property, in part because they think it would enable expansion at a quarry owned by Heidelberg Materials, a publicly traded German firm. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Some residents already dislike the quarry because it generates noise, dust and truck traffic. Supporters say if the railroad is built, the quarry will move its operation farther from houses, trains will reduce trucks on roads and the railroad will build berms to shield residents. 
But owners say losing a 200-foot (60-meter) wide strip of property to the railroad would spoil land they treasure for its peace and quiet, hunting, fishing and family heritage.
"Sandersville Railroad does not care about the destruction of my family's property or our way of life," Donald Garret Sr., one of the owners, said in written testimony in August. "They just care about their own plans for my property, which won't serve the public, but will just help them expand their business and the quarry's business."

    


Opponents have high-powered allies, including the Institute for Justice, which hopes to use the case to chip away at eminent domain, the government power to legally take private land while paying fair compensation. 
The Libertarian-leaning legal group was on the losing side of a landmark 2005 case allowing the city of New London, Connecticut, to take land from one private owner and transfer it to another private owner in the name of economic development. The decision set off a widespread reaction, including more than 20 states passing laws to restrict eminent domain.
Railroads have long had the power of eminent domain, but Georgia law says such land seizures must be for "public use." Opponents targeted the project by saying it would only benefit the quarry and doesn't meet the definition of public use. 
"This is not a taking of necessity from private property owners to serve truly public interests and the public as a whole. Rather, this is a naked wealth transfer," Daniel Kochan, a law professor at Virginia's George Mason University, testified for opponents.
The Sandersville Railroad says there are other users, including a company co-located with the quarry that blends gravel and asphalt for paving. Several companies have said they would truck products from the Sandersville area and load them onto the short line, noting they want access to CSX, but opponents question whether that business will materialize.

    


The case matters because private entities need to condemn private land not only to build railroads, but also to build other facilities such as pipelines and electric transmission lines. There's a particular need to build additional electric transmission lines in Georgia and other states to transmit electricity from new solar and wind generation.
Sandersville Railroad President Ben Tarbutton III said in testimony that the Institute for Justice is engaged in "transparent efforts to change federal and state constitutional law regarding condemnation."
Others who live nearby, organized as the No Railroad In Our Community Coalition, are represented by the Southern Poverty Law Center. Janet Paige Smith, a leader of the group, testified the railroad would further burden a neighborhood with many Black retirees on fixed incomes.
"We already suffer from traffic, air pollution, noise, debris, trash, and more from the Heidelberg Quarry, but this project would make everything worse," Smith testified.
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    Videos
                    2                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    


            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:35

            
        

    
    
        
            Emotional reunions as Israeli hostages return home

        
        
            Emotional reunions as more Israeli hostages released by Hamas returned home during a four-day cease-fire deal between Israel and the militant group. (Nov. 27)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Emotional reunions as Israeli hostages return home
Emotional reunions as more Israeli hostages released by Hamas returned home during a four-day cease-fire deal between Israel and the militant group. (Nov. 27)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    


            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:24

            
        

    
    
        
            Palestinians in West Bank welcome released prisoners

        
        
            More than three dozen Palestinian prisoners have returned home in the occupied West Bank as part of a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas. (AP video/Jalal Bwaitel, Imad Issied and Muammar Awad)
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    [image: Omar Atshan, 17, is hugged by his mother after being released from an Israeli prison in the West Bank town of Ramallah, Sunday Nov. 26, 2023. Israel released 39 Palestinian prisoners in a third exchange of hostages for prisoners with Hamas Sunday. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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    [image: A group of Israelis celebrate as a helicopter carrying hostages released from the Gaza Strip lands at the helipad of the Schneider Children's Medical Center in Petah Tikva, Israel, Sunday Nov. 26, 2023. The cease-fire between Israel and Hamas was back on track Sunday as the militants freed 17 more hostages, including 14 Israelis and the first American, in exchange for 39 Palestinian prisoners in a third set of releases under a four-day truce. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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    [image: In this photo provided by Thailand's Foreign Ministry, two newly freed Thai hostages talk to a Thai officer, left center, at the Shamir Medical Center in Israel on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. Hamas freed several Thai nationals seized in the group's surprise attack on southern Israel last month, releasing them alongside Israeli hostages under a cease-fire deal. (Thailand's Foreign Ministry via AP )]
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    [image: Egyptian Red Crescent workers prepare to load humanitarian aids, from Saudi Arabia on its way to Gaza Strip, at Al Arish airport, Egypt, Monday, Nov.27, 2023. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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    [image: Israel's President Isaac Herzog, center left, and German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, center right, visit Kibbutz Beeri in southern Israel, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (Ronen Zvulun/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        Israel and Hamas are preparing for a fourth exchange of militant-held hostages for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel, as mediators seek to extend a cease-fire in Gaza that is set to expire after Monday.
On Sunday, Hamas freed 17 more hostages -- 14 Israelis and three Thais -- in a third exchange under the four-day truce. In turn, Israel released 39 Palestinian prisoners.
Of the roughly 240 hostages captured by Hamas in its Oct. 7 attack in southern Israel that ignited the war, 62 have been released, one was freed by Israeli forces and two were found dead inside Gaza. 

    


Israel has said it would extend the cease-fire by one day for every 10 additional hostages released. Hamas has also said it hopes to extend the truce, which was mediated by the United States, Qatar and Egypt.




With the truce deal has come increased shipments of fuel and supplies into Gaza -- though aid groups say it's still barely enough to dent the needs of the 2.3 million Palestinians in Gaza who have endured weeks of Israeli bombardment. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



More than 13,300 Palestinians have been killed since the war began, roughly two thirds of them women and minors, according to the Hamas-controlled Health Ministry in Gaza, which does not differentiate between civilians and combatants. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said he will press ahead with the war after the cease-fire expires. Some 1,200 people have been killed in Israel, mostly during the initial incursion by Hamas. At least 77 soldiers have been killed in Israel's ground offensive.
Currently:

    


-- The cease-fire is back on track as Hamas frees 17 more hostages and Israel releases 39 Palestinian prisoners.
-- As freed hostages return to Israel, details of captivity emerge.
-- US Navy seizes attackers who held an Israel-linked tanker.
-- Israeli forces kill at least 8 Palestinians in West Bank violence, health officials say.
-- Syria says an Israeli airstrike hit the Damascus airport and put it out of service.

    


-- With antisemitism rising as the Israel-Hamas war rages, Europe's Jews worry.
-- Tens of thousands march against antisemitism in London including ex-Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
-- Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
Here's what's happening in the war:

    


ELON MUSK VISITS A KIBBUTZ THAT WAS ATTACKED BY HAMAS
Elon Musk, who's been under fire over accusations of antisemitism flourishing on his social media platform X, paid a visit Monday to Israel, where he toured a kibbutz that was attacked last month by Hamas militants.
The billionaire and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu toured the Kfar Azza kibbutz, which was stormed by Hamas militants on Oct. 7. Musk, wearing a protective vest and escorted by a phalanx of security personnel, used his phone to take photos or videos of the devastation, according to video released by Netanyahu's office. 
Musk also was due to meet Israeli President Isaac Herzog and Benny Gantz, a former defense minister who's now part of a special war Cabinet. 
Government spokesperson Eylon Levy declined to say whether Musk was invited or came on his own. X, formerly known as Twitter, did not respond to a request for comment. 
Israel's communications minister, Shlomo Karhi, posted on X earlier Monday about a deal that his ministry had reached with Musk's Starlink satellite internet company. 

    


"As a result of this significant agreement, Starlink satellite units can only be operated in Israel with the approval of the Israeli Ministry of Communications, including the Gaza Strip," Karhi wrote, without providing further details. 
Musk responded on X this month to a user who accused Jews of hating white people and professing indifference to antisemitism by saying, "You have said the actual truth."
PALESTINIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS TRUCE MUST BE EXTENDED
BARCELONA, Spain -- Palestinian Foreign Affairs Minister Riad al-Malki says the pause in fighting that is about to expire in the Israel-Hamas war must be extended to avoid more deaths in Gaza.
"We have work so that this truce continues ... so that Israel does not continue attacking," al-Malki said Monday at a meeting of delegations from members of the European Union and countries from north Africa and the Middle East in Barcelona, Spain.
"The truce went into effect with 15,000 deaths. If we see the war resume, then the number of deaths will double because the concentration of the population is now twicefold," he said.
"The population of Gaza has concentrated in the south of Gaza," he said, speaking in Spanish. "So any attack that before killed one child will now kill two. That is why it is important to extend this truce."
Al-Malki is one of 42 representatives of different countries and territories attending the Union for the Mediterranean meeting, which is focused on the war that has raged since Hamas militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7.
The pause in hostilities between Israel and Hamas continued Sunday with a third day of releases of hostages and Palestinian prisoners. It was scheduled for four days and neither side has made fully clear what comes after Monday.
UN EXPERTS CALL FOR A FULL INVESTIGATION OF ANY WAR CRIMES
BERLIN -- Experts from the United Nations have called for full and independent investigations into any crimes committed by Israel and Hamas in their ongoing conflict.
The U.N. experts, Morris Tidball-Binz, special rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions, and Alice Jill Edwards, special rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, said in a joint statement in Geneva on Monday that "independent investigators must be given the necessary resources, support and access required to conduct prompt, thorough and impartial investigations into crimes allegedly committed by all parties to the conflict."
They urged all parties involved in the conflict to protect civilians, comply with their obligations under international law, and cooperate fully with investigations.
CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER TO LEAD SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR
BEIJING -- China's top diplomat will travel to New York to lead a U.N. Security Council meeting on the war in Gaza on Wednesday, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi will chair the meeting, spokesperson Wang Wenbin announced Monday. China currently holds the Security Council presidency.
"China hopes that by holding this high-level meeting, we can ... contribute to alleviating the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, realizing a cease-fire and cessation of hostilities, protecting civilians and ultimately promoting a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the Palestinian issue through a two-state solution," Wang Wenbin said at a daily briefing.
The Chinese government has joined Arab states in calling for a cease-fire as Israel mounted counterattacks in response to the initial Hamas attack and taking of hostages. Hamas has released some hostages during a truce that began Friday in return for Israeli releases of Palestinian prisoners.
"The pace towards peace, no matter how small, should be encouraged, and the difficulty in protecting civilians, no matter how daunting, should be overcome," Wang Wenbin said of the hostage and prisoner releases. "We have repeatedly emphasized that violence cannot create real security and the use of force cannot bring lasting peace."
GERMANY TO HELP RECONSTRUCT HAMAS-DESTROYED COMMUNITIES IN ISRAEL
BERLIN -- Germany says it will provide financial support for the reconstruction of communities destroyed by Hamas in Israel.
During a visit on Monday to Kibbutz Beeri, which was brutally attacked by Hamas on Oct. 7, German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier said his country would provide 7 million euros ($7.6 million) for the kibbutz in 2024. The money is for reconstruction of a cultural center and a meeting center for senior citizens, German news agency dpa reported.
"It is far too early to think about reconstruction now," Steinmeier said during his visit, adding that nonetheless many residents who are currently staying elsewhere in Israel are already thinking about returning to Beeri.
"Beeri and the many other kibbutzim deserve not only to be part of Israeli history, but above all to be part of Israel's future," the German president said.
HEZBOLLAH WILL COMPENSATE LEBANESE WHOSE HOMES WERE DAMAGED BY ISRAEL, LAWMAKER SAYS
BEIRUT -- A senior Hezbollah legislator said Monday that the Iran-backed group will compensate Lebanese whose homes along the Lebanon-Israel border were damaged by Israeli shelling and strikes.
Hezbollah militants and Israeli troops have clashed along the border since Oct. 8, stoking fears that the Hamas-Israel war in the Gaza Strip will spill over into the rest of the region. Though the clashes have been intense, with both combatants and civilians killed on both sides, they have remained largely contained to areas near the border. Hezbollah was not officially a party to the four-day truce between Hamas and Israel that took effect Friday, but calm has largely prevailed on the Lebanon-Israel border since then.
"What we are offering those affected is money and the efforts and capabilities of Hezbollah, and that is part of our battle," said parliament member Hassan Fadlallah, who made the announcement at an event honoring a slain Hezbollah militant in the border town of Aita al-Shaab.
Fadlallah said the group surveyed most of the damaged areas in southern Lebanon, widely seen as a political and military stronghold for the group.
Israel and Hezbollah fought a monthlong war in 2006 that ended in a draw. Israel sees Hezbollah as its most direct threat and estimates that the group has about 150,000 precision-guided missiles pointed at it.
SIX TEENAGERS GO ON TRIAL IN THE 2020 BEHEADING OF A FRENCH TEACHER
PARIS -- Six teenagers go on trial Monday in Paris for their alleged roles in the beheading of a teacher who showed caricatures of the prophet of Islam to his class, a killing that led authorities to reaffirm France's cherished rights of expression and secularism.
Samuel Paty, a history and geography teacher, was killed on Oct. 16, 2020, near his school in a northwest Paris suburb by an 18-year-old of Chechen origin who had become radicalized. The attacker was in turn shot dead by police.
Paty's name was disclosed on social media after a class debate on free expression during which he showed caricatures published by the satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo, which triggered a newsroom massacre by extremists in January 2015.
THREE MEN OF PALESTINIAN DESCENT ARE SHOT NEAR UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
Three young men of Palestinian descent who were in Burlington, Vermont, for a Thanksgiving holiday gathering were shot and injured, one seriously, near the University of Vermont, police said.
The attack may have been a hate crime, authorities said.
Police were searching for the suspect after the attack Saturday evening near the UVM campus, Burlington Police Chief Jon Murad said in a statement Sunday.
Two of the men were in stable condition and the other suffered "much more serious injuries," Murad said. The three, all age 20, were walking during a visit to the home of one of the victim's relatives when they were confronted by a white man with a handgun, police said.
The victims are of Palestinian descent and two are U.S. citizens and one is a legal resident. Two of the men were wearing the black-and-white Palestinian keffiyeh scarves, Murad said.
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Montana man intends to plead guilty to threatening US Sen. Jon Tester
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- A Montana man intends to plead guilty to threatening to kill Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Tester under the terms of a deal filed Monday by federal prosecutors.
Anthony James Cross of Billings faces up to 10 years in prison at sentencing if the plea agreement is accepted by the court. A second charge based on allegations that Cross also threatened to kill President Joe Biden would be dismissed at sentencing, according to a court filing by his defense attorney.
A court date has not yet been scheduled.

    


Cross, 30, has been jailed since late April, when he was arrested on a state charge for allegedly threatening a neighbor with a pellet gun. He has pleaded not guilty to that charge and was scheduled to go on trial in late October but the proceeding has been delayed, according to court records.




Threats against public officials in the U.S. have been steadily climbing in recent years, including against members of Congress and their spouses, election workers and local elected officials.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Federal prosecutors alleged in a September indictment that Cross said, "I will personally kill Joe Biden," on April 10 and threatened Tester's life on April 17. The indictment did not indicate how the threats were made.
Cross' federal defender, Gillian Gosch, did not return a voicemail seeking comment. A phone number for Cross' attorney in the state case, Robert Kelleher Jr., repeatedly rang busy.
Tester's office declined comment, and the White House did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment.

    


The plea deal comes after another Montana man, Kevin Patrick Smith of Kalispell, was sentenced in August to 2 1/2 years in prison for threatening to kill Tester in voicemails left at his office in Kalispell. 
A third Montana man accused of making threats against a high-ranking Washington official pleaded not guilty in October and is awaiting trial. Richard Lee Rogers of Billings has denied the allegations that he threatened during phone calls to assault and kill former Republican House Speaker Kevin McCarthy.
Rogers' attorney on Monday asked a judge to delay his trial that was scheduled to begin next month.
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Brazil's Lula picks his justice minister for supreme court slot

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Justice and Public Security Ministry nominee Flavio Dino attends a press conference where Brazilian President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva announced some of his cabinet appointments at his transition team's headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil, Friday, Dec. 9 2022. Dino has just been appointed to Brazil s supreme court on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Ton Molina, File)]
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil said Monday that he chose Justice Minister Flavio Dino to fill an empty seat on the country's top court. 
Many allies of the leftist leader hoped he would pick another woman to replace Minister Rosa Maria Weber, who stepped down in September after turning 75, the age limit for the nation's Supreme Federal Court justices. Weber's departure as chief justice left one remaining female jurist on the 11-person court. 
The Brazilian Senate is expected to vote before the end of the year on Dino's nomination, which requires a simple majority for confirmation. 

    


Dino, 55, governed the impoverished state of Maranhao between 2015 and 2023 before becoming Lula's justice minister. He is a former federal judge and was seen for many years as one of the most vocal adversaries of former President Jair Bolsonaro.




During the COVID-19 pandemic, Dino imposed curfews and movement restrictions that angered the far-right leader.

    
    


    

    
        
    



As justice minister, he has also been one of the most visible members of Lula's Cabinet. Dino worked to increase security at schools and crack down on the incitement of violence as officials sought to curb a wave of fatal school attacks.
He also led efforts to jail Bolsonaro supporters who trashed government buildings in Brasilia on Jan. 8.
Legal analysts saw Lula's nomination of Dino as further evidence of the Supreme Court's political polarization. Bolsonaro and and former President Michel Temer also picked their justice ministers to sit on the court. 

    


Dino said in his social medial channels that he was "immensely honored" by the president's decision. 
"From now on, I will dialogue to seek the honorable support of fellow senators. I am grateful for the prayers and the demonstrations of care and solidarity," he said. 
Lula said he also has appointed a new prosecutor-general, Paulo Gustavo Gonet. The 62-year-old is currently a deputy electoral prosecutor-general.
Lula, who in previous terms picked the top candidate from a "triple list" made by federal prosecutors to be his prosecutor-general, disregarded their recommendation this time.
Gonet is regarded among his peers as a conservative. He has written articles against abortion and urged the government to act against it. His appointment also requires Senate confirmation.
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Georgia Senate Republicans propose map with 2 new Black-majority districts

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Georgia Sen. Elena Parent, D-Atlanta, speaks in opposition to proposed congressional district maps in the Senate Chambers during a special session at the state Capitol, Nov. 19, 2021, in Atlanta. Parent's state Senate district would be redrawn from majority-white to majority-Black under a plan proposed Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, by state Senate Republicans. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia Senate Republicans are proposing a new map that would create two Black-majority voting districts, but would probably retain Republicans' 33-23 edge in the General Assembly's upper chamber, in an effort to fix a map a judge said illegally dilutes Black votes.
The proposed districts, released Monday, would increase the number of Black majority districts by eliminating two white-majority districts currently represented by Democrats. State Sens. Jason Esteves and Elena Parent, both of Atlanta, would find themselves living in Black-majority districts if the redrawn map goes through.
A special session on redrawing state legislative and congressional districts is scheduled to begin Wednesday after U.S. District Judge Steve Jones in October ordered Georgia to draw Black majorities in one additional congressional district, two additional state Senate districts, and five additional state House districts.

    


It's unclear whether Jones would accept the map if it passes. He ordered two additional Black Senate districts in the southern part of metro Atlanta, finding 10 state Senate districts illegal under Section 2 of the federal Voting Rights Act. Monday's Republican proposal left two of those districts untouched -- a district in Clayton and Fayette counties, represented by Democrat Valencia Seay of Riverdale, and the district stretching across Fayette, Spalding, Pike and Lamar counties, represented by Republican Marty Harbin of Tyrone.




Some other districts declared illegal saw changes that did little to affect their racial or partisan balance. By contrast, Republicans propose redrawing a number of Democratic-held districts in Fulton and Cobb counties the judge didn't single out.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Overall, it appears no current senators would be drawn into the same district under the plan. That's important because under Georgia law, state legislators must have lived in their districts for a year before they are elected. Because 2024's election is less than a year away, it's too late for anyone to move to another district to run.
Their drastically different districts could invite Democratic primary challenges to Parent and Esteves. Parent is the second-ranking Democrat in the Senate and Esteves is the treasurer of the state Democratic Party. 
Parent declined comment Monday, saying she would speak Tuesday when Democrats introduce their own proposal. That plan is unlikely to pass the majority Republican legislature, but could become part of legal argument over whether lawmakers' proposed remedy meets the terms of Jones' order.

    


Ken Lawler, chair of Fair Districts GA, which seeks to reduce partisan gerrymandering, said that he thought the districts met Jones' goal of creating additional Black majority districts. 
"With respect to complying, they get a pass," Lawler said. 
However, he said Republicans shouldn't change other districts to try to retain their current majority, saying those were like other mid-decade changes Georgia Republicans have undertaken in recent decades to pad their control.
No House or congressional plans were released Monday, although the House Committee on Reapportionment and Redistricting said it would hold a Wednesday hearing on a new House plan.
A new Black-majority congressional district, combined with similar rulings in other Southern states, could help Democrats reclaim the U.S. House in 2024. New legislative districts could narrow Republican majorities in Georgia.

    


It's unclear if the GOP can legally prevent Democrats from gaining a congressional seat, along the lines of what they're seeking to do in the state Senate. Jones wrote in his order that Georgia can't fix its problems "by eliminating minority opportunity districts elsewhere."
The state has pledged to appeal Jones' order. If the state later wins an appeal, Georgia could have new districts in 2024 and revert to current lines in 2026.
Republicans control nine of Georgia's 14 congressional seats and 102 of the 180 state House seats.
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Niger's junta revokes key law that slowed migration for Africans desperate to reach Europe
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Niger's junta has signed a decree revoking a 2015 law that was enacted to curb the smuggling of migrants traveling from African countries through a key migration route in Niger en route to Europe, according to a government circular issued on Monday.
"The convictions pronounced pursuant to said law and their effects shall be cancelled," Niger's junta leader, Gen. Abdourahmane Tchiani, said in a Nov. 25 decree, a copy of which was seen Monday by The Associated Press.
All those convicted under the law would be considered for release by the Ministry of Justice, Ibrahim Jean Etienne, the secretary general of the justice ministry said in the circular.

    


The revocation of the law adds a new twist to growing political tensions between Niger and EU countries that sanctioned the West African nation in response to the July coup that deposed its democratically elected president and brought the junta into power.




Niger's Agadez region is a gateway from West Africa to the Sahara and it has been a key route both for Africans trying to reach Libya to cross the Mediterranean to Europe and for those who are returning home with help from the United Nations.

    
    


    

    
        
    



But the route has also become a lucrative place for people smugglers, prompting Niger's government, working with the European Union, to sign the 2015 law to stop the movement of at least 4,000 migrants which the U.N. estimates travel through Agadez every week without travel documents.
The law empowered security forces and the courts to prosecute smugglers who faced up to five years in prison if convicted.
While the law transformed Niger into a migration hub housing thousands of migrants being returned to their countries, the U.N. human rights office has also noted that it "led migrants to seek increasingly dangerous migratory routes, leading to increased risks of human rights violations."

    


Following the July 26 coup, which deposed Niger's President Mohamed Bazoum, Western and European countries suspended aid for health, security and infrastructure needs to the country, which relies heavily on foreign support as one of the least developed nations in the world.
Rather than deter the soldiers who deposed Bazoum, the sanctions have resulted in economic hardship for Nigeriens and emboldened the junta. It has set up a transitional government that could remain in power for up to three years.
---
Associated Press journalist Baba Ahmed in Bamako, Mali, contributed to this report.
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Sierra Leone's leader says most behind the weekend attacks are arrested, but few details are given

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Julius Maada Bio, President of Sierra Leone, speaks at the start of the Transforming Education Summit at United Nations headquarters, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022. Sierra Leone's President has declared a nationwide curfew after gunmen attacked the West African country's main military barracks in the capital, raising fears of a breakdown of order amid a surge of coups in the region. Bio said Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023 in a statement on X, formerly known as Twitter, that the unidentified gunmen attacked an armory in the capital, Freetown, early morning. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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    [image: CORRECTS DATE - The streets of Freetown, Sierra Leone, are empty Sunday, Nov, 26, 2023. Sierra Leone's president has declared a nationwide curfew after gunmen attacked the West African country's main military barracks in the capital and then broke into detention centers and abducted or freed the occupants. (AP Photo/TJ Bade)]
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                                        FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (AP) -- Sierra Leone's president said most of the leaders of weekend attacks on the nation's main military barracks and prisons had been arrested, though the capital remained tense on Monday with many streets empty after a 24-hour curfew was relaxed to a dusk-to-dawn lockdown.
The attacks early Sunday surprised residents and security forces in the West African nation and raised fears of a possible coup in a troubled region.
But "calm has been restored," President Julius Maada Bio said in a Sunday night address, adding that security operations and investigations continued.

    


Residents in the capital of Freetown were awoken by sounds of heavy gunfire as gunmen tried to break into the key armory in the country's largest military barracks, located near the presidential villa in a heavily guarded part of the city.

    
        
    
The gunmen exchanged fire for several hours with security forces. They also targeted major detention centers - including the central prison holding more than 2,000 inmates - and freed or abducted an unconfirmed number of people, authorities said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Not much is known publicly about the identities or intentions of the attackers or those killed, though former President Ernest Bai Koroma said one of his military guards was killed on duty at his residence in the capital while another was taken away. 
In interviews with local media, some of the attackers said their objective was "to clean up the system," not to target civilians.

    


"Their primary objective happens to be breaking into the arms and ammunition store, and they were able to cater away some huge amounts which they scattered around in the capital," said Abdul Fatorma, a Sierra Leonean analyst and chief executive of the Campaign for Human Rights Development International.
Kars de Bruijne, head of the Sahel program at the Clingendael Institute, said the assailants numbered more than 50 and ruled out the possibility that it was a random criminal incident.
"It has been increasingly easy to get weapons, particularly through the border with Guinea," Bruijne said.
Neighboring Guinea remains politically unstable after a coup in 2021. Sierra Leone itself is still healing from a 11-year civil war that ended more than two decades ago. Its population of 8 million people is among the poorest in the world.
The attacks deepened political tensions in West and Central Africa where coups have surged, with eight military takeovers since 2020, including in Niger and Gabon this year.

    


West Africa's regional economic bloc ECOWAS -- of which Sierra Leone is a member -- described the attacks as a plot "to acquire arms and disturb the peace and constitutional order."
The attacks were "an attempt to undermine the peace and stability we have worked so hard to achieve," said Bio, who was reelected in a disputed vote in June. Two months after he was reelected, police said they arrested several people, including senior military officers planning to use protests "to undermine peace."
The 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew will remain in effect until further notice, Information Minister Chernor Bah said, as he encouraged residents "to remain calm but vigilant."
But many in the capital and across the country remained indoors, worried about possible violence.
"I can't risk my son's life," said Kady Kamara, who did not take her son to school. She stayed away from the market where she works.

    


In Central Freetown, Adama Hawa Bah, whose house is close to the Pademba Road Prison, said she saw inmates walking freely after the prison was attacked.
"Many are hiding among us," Bah said. "We would rather be safe indoors than be taken by surprise out there."
The U.S. Embassy condemned the attack and said it honored "those who gave their lives yesterday in defense of Sierra Leone's Constitution and government."
___
Asadu reported from Abuja, Nigeria.
___
Follow AP's Africa coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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Celebrities, politicians among those named in sex abuse suits filed under NY's Adult Survivors Act

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Surrounded by Army cadets, President Donald Trump watches the first half of the 121st Army-Navy Football Game, Dec. 12, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities and a handful of politicians, such as Trump. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the Billboard Music Awards in Las Vegas, May 15, 2022. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Combs, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former film producer Harvey Weinstein appears in court in Los Angeles, Oct. 4 2022. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Weinstein, and a handful of politicians. (Etienne Laurent/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Jamie Foxx attends day two of Homecoming Weekend, Feb. 12, 2022, in West Hollywood, Calif. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Foxx, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Then-New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo prepares to board a helicopter after announcing his resignation, Aug. 10, 2021, in New York. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities and a handful of politicians, such as Cuomo. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Bill Cosby arrives for a sentencing hearing following his sexual assault conviction, Sept. 25, 2018, at the Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Cosby, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Rudy Giuliani speaks with reporters as he departs the federal courthouse, May 19, 2023, in Washington. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Giuliani, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Guns N' Roses' Axl Rose performs on the first weekend of the Austin City Limits Music Festival, Oct. 4, 2019, in Austin, Texas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Rose, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - L.A. Reid poses in the press room at the Billboard Music Awards, May 18, 2014, in Las Vegas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Reid, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Eric Jamison/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Then-President and CEO of The Recording Academy Neil Portnow is seen at the 61st annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 10, 2019, in Los Angeles. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Portnow, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Comedian Russell Brand performs at "Eddie Murphy: One Night Only," a celebration of Murphy's career, in Beverly Hills, Calif., Nov. 3, 2012. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Brand, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson stands on the field before an NFL football game between the Las Vegas Raiders and the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sept. 24, 2023, in Las Vegas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Tyson, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Surrounded by Army cadets, President Donald Trump watches the first half of the 121st Army-Navy Football Game, Dec. 12, 2020, in West Point, N.Y. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities and a handful of politicians, such as Trump. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the Billboard Music Awards in Las Vegas, May 15, 2022. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Combs, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former film producer Harvey Weinstein appears in court in Los Angeles, Oct. 4 2022. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Weinstein, and a handful of politicians. (Etienne Laurent/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Jamie Foxx attends day two of Homecoming Weekend, Feb. 12, 2022, in West Hollywood, Calif. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Foxx, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Then-New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo prepares to board a helicopter after announcing his resignation, Aug. 10, 2021, in New York. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities and a handful of politicians, such as Cuomo. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Bill Cosby arrives for a sentencing hearing following his sexual assault conviction, Sept. 25, 2018, at the Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Cosby, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Rudy Giuliani speaks with reporters as he departs the federal courthouse, May 19, 2023, in Washington. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Giuliani, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Guns N' Roses' Axl Rose performs on the first weekend of the Austin City Limits Music Festival, Oct. 4, 2019, in Austin, Texas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Rose, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - L.A. Reid poses in the press room at the Billboard Music Awards, May 18, 2014, in Las Vegas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Reid, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Eric Jamison/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Then-President and CEO of The Recording Academy Neil Portnow is seen at the 61st annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 10, 2019, in Los Angeles. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Portnow, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Comedian Russell Brand performs at "Eddie Murphy: One Night Only," a celebration of Murphy's career, in Beverly Hills, Calif., Nov. 3, 2012. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Brand, and a handful of politicians. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Former heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson stands on the field before an NFL football game between the Las Vegas Raiders and the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sept. 24, 2023, in Las Vegas. When New York's Adult Survivors Act expired on Friday, Nov. 24, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities, such as Tyson, and a handful of politicians. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For a year, New York's Adult Survivors Act suspended the usual legal deadlines to give sexual assault victims one last chance to file lawsuits over misconduct that occurred years or decades ago.
By the time the law expired last week, more than 3,700 legal claims had been filed, with many of the last few coming against big-name celebrities and a handful of politicians.
The list of the accused contained many familiar names from past #MeToo scandals and a few new ones. A huge number of claims were also made by former prisoners over alleged assaults in jails and prisons.

    


Here's a guide to some of the more noteworthy lawsuits:




Donald Trump

    
    


    

    
        
    



Former president Donald Trump was one of the first to be sued under the law when it took effect last November, by a writer who said he had raped her in a department store dressing room.
E. Jean Carroll, a columnist, had written of the alleged assault in a 2019 book. He rebuffed the accusation, saying it never happened. She initially sued Trump only for defamation because the allegations dated back to the mid-90s and the deadline for filing a legal claim had long since passed. But the Adult Survivors Act cleared the way for a suit claiming sexual assault.
In May, a jury found Trump liable of sexually abusing Carroll, but not raping her. She was awarded $5 million, including damages for defamation.

    


Sean "Diddy" Combs
Sean "Diddy" Combs, the hip-hop music mogul, was sued this month by three women. The first case was filed in federal court by R&B singer Cassie. She accused Combs of beatings and rape in a long-term relationship, which he denied. They announced a settlement the next day. 
Two more women came forward with lawsuits last week, just before the law's expiration. They accuse Combs of sexual abuse in separate incidents dating back to the early 1990s. A spokesperson for Combs denied the allegations.
Harvey Weinstein 
Harvey Weinstein, already convicted of rape in New York and Los Angeles, was sued in October by Julia Ormond, who accused the movie producer of bringing down her movie career after a sexual assault in 1995.

    


Weinstein, who is in prison in New York, "categorically" denied the accusations through his attorney.
Jamie Foxx
Among the rush of lawsuits filed in the last days of the law was one against performer Jamie Foxx. 
A woman who says she asked him for a photo at a New York City rooftop bar in 2015 accuses him of groping her under her clothes.
A representative for the actor said the alleged incident never happened.

    


Steven Tyler
In an accusation dating back to the 1970s, a woman has accused Aerosmith lead singer Steven Tyler of forcibly kissing and groping her. 
The woman says she was 17 when she met Tyler in Manhattan in the summer of 1975, and that he assaulted her twice during that day.
Tyler has made no public comment on the accusation.

    


Bill Cosby
Bill Cosby was sued by Joan Tarshis, who said she was a young comedy writer when Cosby drugged and assaulted her on two occasions in the years around 1970. She had first made the accusations in 2014, but her ability to sue him was previously limited due to the statute of limitations. 
A representative for Cosby didn't respond to questions about the claim, instead citing the number of well-known figures named in lawsuits filed under the act and asking, "When is it going to stop?"
Russell Brand
The British comedian and actor was sued under the law by a woman who said she was an extra on the set of the movie "Arthur" in 2010, in which Brand was starring. The woman accused Brand of exposing himself and assaulting her in a bathroom.
He has not commented on the suit, but in connection to claims in British media outlets in September by four women who said he assaulted them, he said his relationships were "always consensual."
L.A. Reid
Antonio "L.A." Reid was sued by a woman who worked for the Grammy-winning music executive when he was the head of Arista Records.
The woman, Drew Dixon, said Reid sexually assaulted her twice in 2001, and derailed what had been a promising career in the music industry. He hasn't commented on the lawsuit, but denied Dixon's claims when she first made them in 2017.
Axl Rose
Guns N' Roses singer Axl Rose was accused by a former model of raping her in 1989 in a New York City hotel room.
Sheila Kennedy said she was diagnosed with anxiety and depression because of the attack, which she has referenced before.
An attorney for Rose said it was a false allegation and never happened.
Mike Tyson
Boxer Mike Tyson was sued by a woman who said he raped her in Albany, New York, in the early 1990s after she met him at a club and was in his limousine. There was no comment from representatives for Tyson.
The heavyweight boxer spent three years in prison after being convicted of rape in 1992.
Andrew Cuomo
Former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who resigned in 2021 after being accused of sexual misconduct, was sued by his former executive assistant. Brittany Commisso said she faced sexual harassment and unwanted touching from Cuomo and was punished when she reported the incidents.
Cuomo's attorney called the suit a "cash grab." Cuomo has denied the sexual misconduct allegations. He initially faced a criminal charge but it was dropped by a prosecutor, who cited lack of proof.
Neil Portnow
Former Grammy Awards CEO Neil Portnow faces a lawsuit filed by a woman who said he sexually assaulted her in 2018. His accuser, a musician who wasn't named in the suit, accused Portnow of drugging her in a hotel room and assaulting her.
A representative for Portnow, who stepped down in 2019, called the accusations "completely false."
Rudy Giuliani
Rudy Giuliani, the former mayor of New York City and personal attorney for Trump, is being sued by a woman who says he coerced her into sexual activity while she did work off the books for him.
The woman, Noelle Dunphy, said Giuliani made suggestive comments and demanded sex while she worked for him as a business development director and public relations consultant between 2019 to 2021.
His spokesperson strongly denied the allegations.
The Associated Press does not typically name alleged victims of sexual assault in stories unless they decide to tell their stories publicly, as Dunphy, Commisso, Kennedy, Dixon, Carroll, Ormond, Cassie and Tarshis have done.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sexual-abuse-lawsuits-new-york-celebrities-politicians-5952cd8f0213bd8ba34c47950511dfd6
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Russian FM says he plans to attend OSCE meeting in North Macedonia

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks during a joint press conference with Venezuela's Foreign Minister Yvan Gil Pinto in Moscow, Russia, on Nov. 16, 2023. Lavrov says he plans to travel to NATO member North Macedonia later this week to attend a conference of a top trans-Atlantic security and rights group, a trip that would mark his first visit to a NATO country since Moscow sent troops to Ukraine. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Monday that he plans to travel to North Macedonia later this week to attend a conference, a trip that would mark his first visit to a NATO member country since Moscow sent troops to Ukraine. 
Russia is one of the 57 members of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, set up during the Cold War to help defuse East-West tensions. North Macedonia, which holds the group's rotating chairmanship, last week invited Lavrov to an OSCE foreign ministers' meeting that starts Thursday in Skopje, the capital of the small, landlocked Balkan country.
NATO members banned Russian flights after Moscow launched its military action in Ukraine in February 2022. To reach North Macedonia, Lavrov's plane would need to fly through the airspace of Bulgaria or Greece, which also belong to the Western military alliance.

    


Speaking at a foreign policy conference in Moscow on Monday, Lavrov said Bulgaria apparently has given permission for an overflight. 




"It appears that Bulgaria promised Macedonia to open its airspace," he said. "If it works, we will get there."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Lavrov said his office has received requests for bilateral meetings from several foreign ministers of other countries who plan to be in Skopje. "Of course, we will meet with everyone," he said,
His deputy, Sergei Ryabkov, told reporters that Lavrov wasn't going to meet with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who also is expected to attend the OSCE foreign ministers' meeting.
Lavrov argued that the security situation in Europe is more dangerous now than at any time during the Cold War. In the past, he maintained, the Soviet Union, the U.S. and its NATO allies back then sought to "restrain their rivalry with political and diplomatic practices" and never "expressed such serious concerns about their future, their physical future." 

    


"Now such fears are all too common," he added.
Lavrov further declared that Moscow isn't thinking about rebuilding ties with Europe but how instead "we should safeguard ourselves in all key sectors of our economy, our life on the whole and our security."
The defiant stand appeared to reflect Moscow's hope that Western support for Ukraine could wane amid the forthcoming elections in the U.S. and Europe, the Israel-Hamas war and the state of the battlefield where a Ukrainian counteroffensive has failed to make any significant gains. 
Lavrov charged that while some in the West may want to freeze the conflict to buy time for Ukraine to rearm itself, "we'll think over and weigh all those offers 10 times to see how they comply with our interests and how reliable those European counterparts are."
"They've undermined their reputation very, very badly," Lavrov said. "Maybe not completely yet."
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    [image: This photo provided by U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy Sailors with Company 1-3, Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, retrieved the aircraft flight recorder from a downed U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon and are debriefed in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. The flight data recorder has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal.(Lance Cpl. Hunter Jones/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | This photo provided by U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy Sailors with Company 1-3, Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, retrieved the aircraft flight recorder from a downed U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon and are debriefed in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. The flight data recorder has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal.(Lance Cpl. Hunter Jones/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This photo provided by U.S. Marine Corps, A U.S. Navy Sailor with Company 1-3, Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, prepares diving equipment to retrieve the aircraft flight recorder from a downed U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. The flight data recorder has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal.(Lance Cpl. Hunter Jones/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)]
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    [image: This photo provided by U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy Sailors with Company 1-3, Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, enter the water to retrieve the aircraft flight recorder from a downed U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. The flight data recorder has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal.(Lance Cpl. Hunter Jones/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - A downed U.S. Navy aircraft is seen in Kaneohe Bay, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. The flight data recorder of a large U.S. Navy plane that overshot a runway and landed in the water near Honolulu has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal. (Jamm Aquino/Honolulu Star-Advertiser via AP, File)]
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    [image: This Nov. 21, 2023, handout photo provided by the U.S. Marine Corps shows U.S. Navy sailors deploying temporary protective barriers around a downed Navy P-8A in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. (U.S. Marine Corps/Sgt. Brandon Aultman via AP)]
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    [image: This photo provided by U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy Sailors with Company 1-3, Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, enter the water to retrieve the aircraft flight recorder from a downed U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon in waters just off the runway at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. The flight data recorder has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal.(Lance Cpl. Hunter Jones/U.S. Marine Corps via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - A downed U.S. Navy aircraft is seen in Kaneohe Bay, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. The flight data recorder of a large U.S. Navy plane that overshot a runway and landed in the water near Honolulu has been recovered as the military continues to plan for the aircraft's removal. (Jamm Aquino/Honolulu Star-Advertiser via AP, File)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- U.S. Navy officials said Monday they would discuss how they plan to remove a large aircraft from an environmentally sensitive Hawaii bay after it overshot a runway last week. 
The Navy placed two temporary floating barriers around the P-8A aircraft at its resting spot in the shallow waters of Kaneohe Bay to prevent any potential fuel spill or other contaminants from polluting the ocean. 
Navy officials scheduled a news conference for Monday to provide an update.

    


On Thursday, sailors retrieved the data recorder and conducted a hydrographic survey to assess the plane's structural integrity. 




The Navy has not said whether the plane is sitting on sand or coral in the water. State environmental officials expect to conduct a damage assessment once the plane is removed. Kaneohe Bay is home to coral reefs, an ancient Hawaiian fishpond and a breeding ground for hammerhead sharks.

    
    


    

    
        
    



In addition to the floating barriers, the Navy has placed material around the plane to help absorb any potential pollutants and provide early warning of petroleum spills. The Navy has also kept a skimmer on standby so it can remove any pollutants quickly. 
There were no injuries to the nine people who were on board when the plane landed in the water on Nov. 20. Marine Corps Base Hawaii at Kaneohe Bay is about 10 miles (16 kilometers) from Honolulu.
The Navy uses P-8A planes manufactured by Boeing to search for submarines and to conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. The plane is a military version of the 737 passenger jet. 
The plane is assigned to Patrol Squadron 4 stationed at Whidbey Island in Washington state. Patrol squadrons were once based at Kaneohe Bay but now deploy to Hawaii on a rotating basis. 
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Diplomatic spat over the Parthenon Marbles scuttles meeting of British and Greek leaders

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Prime Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis, center, arrives at BBC Broadcasting House to appear on the BBC One current affairs programme, Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg, in London, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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    [image: Britain's Labour Party Leader Keir Starmer, left, meets with the Prime Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis in London, Nov. 27, 2023. (Leon Neal/Pool via AP)]
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    [image: Britain's Labour Party Leader Keir Starmer, left, meets with the Prime Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis in London, Monday Nov. 27, 2023. (Leon Neal/Pool via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A diplomatic spat erupted Monday between Greece and Britain after the U.K. canceled a planned meeting of their prime ministers, prompting the Greek premier to accuse his British counterpart of trying to avoid discussing the contested Parthenon Marbles.
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis is visiting London and had been expected to meet British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak at 10 Downing St. on Tuesday. He was due to raise Greece's decades-old demand for the return of the ancient sculptures from the British Museum.
Late Monday Mitsotakis issued a statement to "express my annoyance at the fact that the British prime minister has cancelled our planned meeting a few hours before it was due to take place."

    


"Greece and Britain are linked by traditional bonds of friendship, and the scope of our bilateral relations is very broad," Mitsotakis said. "Greece's positions on the matter of the Parthenon Sculptures are well known. I had hoped to have the opportunity to discuss them with my British counterpart, together with the current major international challenges: Gaza, Ukraine, climate change and immigration. Whoever believes that his positions are well-founded and just is never afraid of engaging in a debate."




Britain confirmed the two leaders would not meet and said Mitsotakis would hold talks with Deputy Prime Minister Oliver Dowden instead. It was unclear whether that meeting would happen; the BBC reported that the Greek leader had declined the invitation.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"The U.K.-Greece relationship is hugely important," Sunak's office said in a statement that notably failed to mention the disputed sculptures. "From our work together in NATO, to tackling shared challenges like illegal migration, to joint efforts to resolve the crisis in the Middle East and war in Ukraine.
"The deputy prime minister was available to meet with the Greek PM to discuss these important issues."
Athens has long demanded the return of sculptures that were removed from Greece by British diplomat Lord Elgin in the early 19th century. The sculptures, which originally adorned the 2,500-year-old Parthenon temple on the Acropolis, have been displayed at the British Museum in London for more than two centuries.

    


About half the surviving marble works are in London, and the rest in a purpose-built museum under the Acropolis in Athens. Appearing on British television Sunday, Mitsotakis compared the separation of the sculptures to cutting the Mona Lisa in half -- a remark that annoyed the British government.
The British Museum is banned by law from giving the sculptures back to Greece, but its leaders have held talks with Greek officials about a compromise, such as a long-term loan.
But Sunak's spokesman took a tough line Monday, saying the U.K. government had "no plans to change our approach, and certainly we think that the (British) museum is the right place" for the marbles.
"These were legally acquired at the time, they're legally owned by the trustees of the museum. We support that position and there's no plan to change the law which governs it," said spokesman Max Blain.
"We have cared for the marbles for generations and our position is we want that to continue."

    


Mitsotakis met Monday with U.K. opposition Labour Party leader Keir Starmer, whose party leads Sunak's governing Conservatives in opinion polls.
After Sunak's meeting with the Greek leader was called off Labour said: "If the prime minister isn't able to meet with a European ally with whom Britain has important economic ties, this is further proof he isn't able to provide the serious economic leadership our country requires.
"Keir Starmer's Labour Party stands ready."
___
Paphitis reported from Athens, Greece.
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Official who posted 'ballot selfie' in Wisconsin has felony charge dismissed
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                                        PORT WASHINGTON, Wis. (AP) -- A local official who posted a photo of his marked ballot on Facebook during the April 2022 election had felony charges against him dropped Monday. 
Paul Buzzell, 52, of Mequon had faced maximum penalties of 3 1/2 years behind bars and $10,000 in fines. Buzzell, a member of the Mequon-Thiensville School Board, would have also been barred from holding elected office if convicted.
Ozaukee County Judge Paul Malloy dismissed the charges against Buzzell in a hearing Monday, saying a state law prohibiting voters from showing their marked ballots to anyone else is in violation of the constitutional right to freedom of speech, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported.

    


"This case was about more than just a Facebook post; it was about protecting the fundamental right to freedom of expression," Michael Chernin, Buzzell's attorney, said in a statement to the newspaper.




Ozaukee County District Attorney Adam Gerol, who brought the charges against Buzzell, promised to continue pursuing the case by asking Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul to review the judge's decision and decide whether to file an appeal.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Kaul did not respond to a request for comment from the Journal Sentinel on Monday.
There has been movement in other states in favor of allowing the so-called ballot selfies. 
In New Hampshire, a federal judge held that a state law barring an individual's right to publish their ballot violated the First Amendment. The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal. And in Michigan, Wisconsin's neighbor, legislators changed state law in 2019 to make the practice legal.
The Wisconsin Senate passed a bill in 2020 to legalize ballot selfies, but the proposal died in the state Assembly. 
Candidates for office in Wisconsin have sporadically posted photos of their completed ballots online over the years, in apparent violation of the law, but no charges were brought.
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New Mexico Supreme Court upholds Democratic-drawn congressional map

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Rep. Gabe Vasquez, D-N.M., speaks during a news conference to announce the bipartisan Southwest Caucus, June 15, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. The New Mexico Supreme Court upheld a Democratic-drawn congressional map that divvied up a conservative, oil-producing region and reshaped a swing district along the U.S. border with Mexico, in an order published Monday, Nov. 27. The Republican Party argued unsuccessfully that the new district boundaries would entrench Democratic officials in power, highlighting the 2022 defeat of incumbent GOP Congresswoman Yvette Herrell by Vasquez. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Rep. Yvette Herrell speaks to a group of tribal officials during a political forum hosted by the All Pueblo Council of Governors, Oct. 14, 2022, in Albuquerque, N.M. The New Mexico Supreme Court upheld a Democratic-drawn congressional map that divvied up a conservative, oil-producing region and reshaped a swing district along the U.S. border with Mexico, in an order published Monday, Nov. 27. The Republican Party argued unsuccessfully that the new district boundaries would entrench Democratic officials in power, highlighting the 2022 defeat of incumbent Herrell by Democratic U.S. Rep. Gabe Vasquez. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan, File)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- The New Mexico Supreme Court upheld a Democratic-drawn congressional map that divvied up a conservative, oil-producing region and reshaped a swing district along the U.S. border with Mexico, in an order published Monday.
All five justices signed a shortly worded order to affirm a lower court decision that the redistricting plan enacted by Democratic state lawmakers in 2021 succeeded in substantially diluting votes of their political opponents -- but that the changes fell short of "egregious" gerrymandering.
The Republican Party argued unsuccessfully that the new district boundaries would entrench Democratic officials in power, highlighting the 2022 defeat of incumbent GOP Congresswoman Yvette Herrell by Democratic U.S. Rep. Gabe Vasquez.

    


Democratic state lawmakers argued that the 2nd District in southern New Mexico remains competitive, with just a 0.7% margin of victory in the 2022 election.




The district is one of about a dozen in the national spotlight as Republicans campaign to keep their slim U.S. House majority in 2024. Courts ruled recently in Alabama, Louisiana and Florida that Republican-led legislatures had unfairly diluted the voting power of Black residents. Legal challenges to congressional districts are also ongoing in Arkansas, Kentucky, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Utah.

    
    


    

    
        
    



State Republican Party Chairman Steve Pearce said the legal outcome in New Mexico "leaned heavily on the closeness of the previous election" in which a "popular Republican incumbent" was defeated by a lesser-known rival.
"We are contemplating our next course of action," said Pearce, who represented the 2nd District in Congress before running unsuccessfully for governor in 2018.
State District Court Judge Fred Van Soelen had ruled in October that recent changes to New Mexico's congressional districts do not violate the state constitution.

    


Democrats hold every statewide elected office in New Mexico, along with its three House and two Senate seats.
Though Republicans won control of the U.S. House from Democrats in the 2022 election, the closely divided chamber more accurately reflects the ratio of Republicans to Democrats among voters nationally than at any time in recent years, according to an Associated Press analysis.
New Mexico was among several states to use a citizens advisory board with the aim of tempering political inclinations -- without taking redistricting powers away from state lawmakers.
Groups, including Common Cause, said the process resulted in fairer maps. But Republicans in the state's legislative minority argued that they were effectively shut out of the final legislative process amid conversations beyond legislative hearings via email and text messages that were subpoenaed at trial.
Democrats gained a 12% advantage in voter registrations over Republicans in the newly drawn 2nd District, where major party registration previously was roughly evenly split, Judge Van Soelen noted.
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Palestinian diplomat appeals for peace in Gaza at a meeting between EU and Arab nations in Spain

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki flashes a victory sign in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Delegations from the European Union member states and from Middle East and northern Africa countries are meeting Monday in Barcelona, Spain, to discuss the crisis in Gaza where a fragile pause in fighting is set to expire. Forty-two delegations will gather at the Union for the Mediterranean event with many represented by their foreign ministers. Israel is not attending. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki, right, talks with Portugal's Foreign Minister Joao Gomes Cravinho prior to a family picture with members of European Union member states, Middle East and northern Africa countries at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki, right, talks with Portugal's Foreign Minister Joao Gomes Cravinho prior to a family picture with members of European Union member states, Middle East and northern Africa countries at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: From left to right: Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean Nasser Kamel, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud, Portugal's Foreign Minister Joao Gomes Cravinho, Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki during a family picture with members of European Union member states, Middle East and northern Africa countries at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Front row from left to right: Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares, European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, Jordan's Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi and Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean Nasser Kamel pose for a family picture with foreign ministers and delegation members of European Union member states, Middle East and northern Africa countries at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki, center, arrives at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Delegations from the European Union member states and from Middle East and northern Africa countries are meeting Monday in Barcelona, Spain, to discuss the crisis in Gaza where a fragile pause in fighting is set to expire. Forty-two delegations will gather at the Union for the Mediterranean event with many represented by their foreign ministers. Israel is not attending. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Jordan's Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, left, arrives at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Delegations from the European Union member states and from Middle East and northern Africa countries are meeting Monday in Barcelona, Spain, to discuss the crisis in Gaza where a fragile pause in fighting is set to expire. Forty-two delegations will gather at the Union for the Mediterranean event with many represented by their foreign ministers. Israel is not attending. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Egypt's Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, right, arrives at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Delegations from the European Union member states and from Middle East and northern Africa countries are meeting Monday in Barcelona, Spain, to discuss the crisis in Gaza where a fragile pause in fighting is set to expire. Forty-two delegations will gather at the Union for the Mediterranean event with many represented by their foreign ministers. Israel is not attending. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares, center, arrives at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Delegations from the European Union member states and from Middle East and northern Africa countries are meeting Monday in Barcelona, Spain, to discuss the crisis in Gaza where a fragile pause in fighting is set to expire. Forty-two delegations will gather at the Union for the Mediterranean event with many represented by their foreign ministers. Israel is not attending. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, front row and ninth from left, poses with foreign ministers and delegation members of European Union member states, Middle East and northern Africa countries during a family picture at the Union for the Mediterranean event in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Hours before Israel and Hamas agreed to extend their expiring cease-fire by two more days, the top Palestinian diplomat made a plea during a Monday meeting of European Union members and Arab nations for a definitive end to Israel's retaliatory attacks on the Gaza Strip .
"We have to find how to apply the necessary pressure so that the Israeli government does not continue killing innocent people, so that we can continue counting cadavers," Riad al-Maliki said in Spanish during a news conference during the gathering of diplomats in Barcelona, Spain.
Al-Maliki warned that any resumption of the war by Israel would quickly lead to more deaths in a conflict that has killed more than 14,000 people, the vast majority of them Palestinians. He is the foreign minister for the internationally recognized Palestinian Authority, whose forces were driven out of Gaza by Hamas when it seized power in 2007.

    


Israel did not attend the meeting hosted by the Union for the Mediterranean and chaired by the EU's foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, and Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi. Many of the 43 delegations were represented by their foreign ministers.




In recent years, the event has become largely a forum for cooperation between the EU and the Arab world. Monday's gathering was supposed to focus on the role of the union 15 years after its foundation, but it has taken on new significance since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack that killed more than 1,200 Israelis and led to nearly 240 people being taken hostage and Israel's ensuing war in the Gaza Strip.

    
    


    

    
        
    



While the meeting did not produce any major policy initiatives, it did provide a chance for European diplomats to hear directly from northern African and Middle Eastern nations who strongly support the Palestinian cause and fear the Israel-Hamas war could destabilize the region.
Borrell said he "regretted" the absence of Israel. He repeated his condemnation of the Hamas attack, while calling on Israel to permanently end its assault, which he said has claimed the lives of over 5,000 children.
"One horror cannot justify another horror," Borrell said. "Peace between Israel and Palestine has become a strategic imperative for the entire Euro-Mediterranean community and beyond."

    


Jordan's Safadi, who told The Associated Press on the eve of the event that he hoped the talks would help "bridge a gap" between Arab and European countries, urged the officials attending the meeting to back a two-state solution that would recognize a Palestinian state.
But Safadi also acknowledged Monday after the meeting that despite a broad consensus for peace, there were still some differing viewpoints on how hard to push Israel to stop.
"Today, we came for a very open, very frank, very blunt conversation. We agreed and we disagreed. Some of our colleagues still call the killing of 15,000 Palestinians, the destruction of over 160,000 homes, the complete devastation of hospitals, the denial of food, water, fuel, medicine, is self-defense," he said. "We call it blatant aggression."
Safadi would not say which countries took the softer approach to Israel, but the Czech Republic, Austria, Croatia, and Hungary have insisted on Israel's right to defend itself. 
Saudi Arabia's foreign minister, Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, was invited to the event. Israel had been close to normalizing relations with Saudi Arabia before the Hamas attack.

    


"Continued escalation will produce no severe pain for any party," Prince Faisal said. "The only sure result is more destruction, radicalization and further conflict at the expense of Palestinian lives, as well as regional security, including that of Israel."
Borrell said he wanted the gathering to focus on managing the humanitarian crisis in Gaza once hostilities finally stop. The EU would want the United Nations to take a leading role in establishing how best to fill any security vacuum should Israeli forces defeat Hamas, according to a senior EU official who was not authorized to speak publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.
A small pro-Palestinian group rallied before the gathering at the art nouveau building that once housed Barcelona's Sant Pau Hospital.
Israel gave no reason for its decision not to attend the gathering. The EU is the world's biggest provider of assistance to the Palestinians as well as Israel's biggest trade partner. Spain is one of the EU countries that has called for Israel to cease its assault, while also condemning the Hamas attack. 
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said during a trip to Israel, the Palestinian territories and Egypt last week with his Belgian counterpart that the time haf come for the international community and the EU to recognize a Palestinian state. His comment prompted Israel to summon the Belgian and Spanish ambassadors.

    


Lebanese Foreign Affairs Minister Abdallah Bou Habib said he was pleased that all the European nations agreed to back a two-state solution and do not want Israel to occupy Gaza.
"I'm glad that the Europeans are interested in solving the problem of problem that is 75 years old," he told the AP. "And they all agreed that Israel should not stay in the Gaza Strip, and that it and the West Bank are one and should continue to be one."
___
Associated Press writers Lorne Cook in Brussels and Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin contributed to this report. Video-journalist Renata Brito also contributed.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Israel summoned the ambassadors of Spain and Belgium, not that it recalled its ambassadors to those countries.
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Remains of a WWII heavy bomber gunner identified nearly 80 years after his death
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A U.S. Army Air Force gunner's remains have been accounted for nearly eight decades after the heavy bomber he was flying in was shot down over France during World War II, military officials said Monday.
Staff Sgt. Franklin P. Hall, 21, of Leesburg, Florida, was identified in July by scientists who used anthropological and DNA analysis, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency said in a news release.
Hall was assigned to the 66th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in the European Theater in January 1944, officials said. The airman was the left waist gunner on a B-24D Liberator called "Queen Marlene" when it was attacked by German air forces near Equennes-Eramecourt, France. German forces found the crash site and recovered nine sets of remains, which were interred in the French cemetery at Poix-de-Picardie. Hall's remains were not accounted for after the war, and he was declared non-recoverable in 1951.

    


Ongoing research into soldiers missing from combat around Equennes-Eramecourt eventually led to the discovery of two sets of remains buried in Normandy American Cemetery, an American Battle Monuments Commission site. The remains were disinterred in 2018 and transferred to the DPAA laboratory, where one set was identified as Hall.
Hall's name is recorded on the Tablets of the Missing at Ardennes American Cemetery, France, along with others still missing from WWII. A rosette will be placed next to his name to indicate he has been accounted for.
Hall will eventually be buried in Leesburg, Florida, though officials didn't say when.
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Poland's president is to swear in a government expected to last no longer than 14 days

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Poland's President Andrzej Duda attends the first session of the lower house, or Sejm, of the newly-elected parliament in Warsaw, Poland, Monday Nov. , 13, 2023 after an election last month heralded a change of course for the Central European nation at a time of war across the border in Ukraine. Also Monday, Duda is to attend the first session of the Senate and entrust outgoing Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki with the mission of forming a new government, a task generally expected to fail because after the election Morawiecki's party lacks parliament majority . (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Poland's President Andrzej Duda attends the first session of the lower house, or Sejm, of the newly-elected parliament in Warsaw, Poland, Monday Nov. , 13, 2023 after an election last month heralded a change of course for the Central European nation at a time of war across the border in Ukraine. Also Monday, Duda is to attend the first session of the Senate and entrust outgoing Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki with the mission of forming a new government, a task generally expected to fail because after the election Morawiecki's party lacks parliament majority . (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Polish President Andrzej Duda, left, designates then Finance Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, right, for the prime minister's post, in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, Dec. 8, 2017. Poland's president Duda has tapped the outgoing prime minister, Mateusz Morawiecki of the Law and Justice party, to try to form the country's next government. His decision is expected to delay the establishment of a functioning government because a majority of lawmakers aren't likely to give Morawiecki approval for his proposed Cabinet. (AP Photo/Alik Keplicz), File)]
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    [image: The leader of Poland's opposition alliance, Donald Tusk attends the first session of the lower house, or Sejm, of the newly-elected parliament in Warsaw, Poland, on Monday, Nov. 13, 2023 after an election last month heralded a change of course for the Central European nation at a time of war across the border in Ukraine. The coalition collectively won most seats in the parliament, but outgoing Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki will be given the first chance to try to form a new government because his party is the biggest single bloc in the Sejm now, although it lacks majority. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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    [image: The leader of Poland's ruling conservative party, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, front row center, attends the first session of the lower house, or Sejm, of the newly-elected parliament in Warsaw, Poland, on Monday, 13 November 2023 after an election last month heralded a change of course for the Central European nation at a time of war across the border in Ukraine. Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki is to tender his resignation, but President Andrzej Duda is to entrust Morawiecki with the mission of forming a new government, a task expected to fail because after the election Morawiecki's party lacks parliament majority. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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        Poland's president is to swear in a government expected to last no longer than 14 days

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Poland's President Andrzej Duda attends the first session of the lower house, or Sejm, of the newly-elected parliament in Warsaw, Poland, Monday Nov. , 13, 2023 after an election last month heralded a change of course for the Central European nation at a time of war across the border in Ukraine. Also Monday, Duda is to attend the first session of the Senate and entrust outgoing Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki with the mission of forming a new government, a task generally expected to fail because after the election Morawiecki's party lacks parliament majority . (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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    [image: FILE - Polish President Andrzej Duda, left, designates then Finance Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, right, for the prime minister's post, in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, Dec. 8, 2017. Poland's president Duda has tapped the outgoing prime minister, Mateusz Morawiecki of the Law and Justice party, to try to form the country's next government. His decision is expected to delay the establishment of a functioning government because a majority of lawmakers aren't likely to give Morawiecki approval for his proposed Cabinet. (AP Photo/Alik Keplicz), File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's president is swearing in a government Monday expected to last no longer than 14 days, a tactical maneuver that allows the conservative Law and Justice party to hang onto power a bit longer -- and make more appointments to state bodies.
Following a national election in October, President Andrzej Duda is due to once again swear in Mateusz Morawiecki, who has held the job of prime minister since late 2017. According to the constitution, Morawiecki will have 14 days to try to build a coalition that can win a majority of support in the parliament. 
But that looks like a lost cause because Morawiecki has no coalition partners after his nationalist and conservative Law and Justice party lost its parliamentary majority and no other parties want to join its government.

    


Morawiecki says he is trying to find partners to govern with, but himself puts his chances at "10% or even less." 




Critics of Morawiecki and Duda -- who is politically aligned with Law and Justice -- denounce the decision to tap a government with no apparent chance at winning parliamentary backing as a hopeless act of political theater.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Some critics point out that the the outgoing party is using the time to make more appointments, which will extend its influence over state bodies even after giving up the reins of government. It has in recent days nominated loyalists to head the state auditing body and the financial supervision authority.
After eight years in power, Law and Justice won the most votes in the election but lost its parliamentary majority, getting just 194 seats in the 460-seat lower house of parliament, the Sejm.
Power is now passing -- albeit slowly -- to three pro-European Union parties that ran on separate ballots but vowed to work together. They jointly gained a parliamentary majority of 248 seats and are already leading the work of the parliament.
Their candidate for prime minister is Donald Tusk, who already held that position from 2007 to 2014 before becoming a top EU leader, the president of the European Council, for five years.
He is on track to once again be prime minister after Morawiecki's time runs out on Dec. 11.
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Contract between Puerto Rico's government and coal-fired plant operator leaves residents in the dark
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- A proposed amended contract between Puerto Rico's government and the operator of a coal-fired power plant accused of contaminating low-income communities on the island drew scrutiny Monday during a heated public hearing.
Environmentalists and lawyers demanded to see the redacted details of the proposed amendments sought by AES Puerto Rico LP as they accused officials during the hearing held by Puerto Rico's Energy Bureau of withholding key information that would affect those living in the U.S. territory.
"It can say anything under those blackouts," said Victor Alvarado, environmental affairs secretary for the Puerto Rican Independence Party.

    


"This is like a blank check," added Myrna Conty Hernandez, an environmentalist and community leader.




If approved, the amended contract would go into effect Dec. 1. It is expected to lead to an increase in power bills that are already among the highest of any U.S. jurisdiction and award more money to a company that has come under the scrutiny of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA is testing air and water in the region.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Energy Bureau is expected to issue a decision in the coming days. A bureau spokeswoman said it does not comment on cases that are under review.
An AES spokesman did not immediately return a message seeking comment.
The amended contract already was approved by the governing board of Puerto Rico's Electric Power Authority, which said the details are confidential because the contract still had to be approved by the Energy Bureau and a federal control board that oversees the island's finances.

    


Puerto Rico's power company has said that AES is facing "severe" financial issues and warned that if the company ceases to operate, the island's already crumbling electric grid would be further destabilized and power bills would spike.
AES produces about one-quarter of Puerto Rico's power via its coal-fired power plant in the southeast coastal town of Guayama.
Medical doctors have testified in public hearings that they've seen a "significant" increase in various types of cancers and other diseases in that region since the plant began operating.
"Approving this contract is mocking the victims," said Jose Santos, with a local religious group. "Who is helping the citizens?"
The contract dating from 1994 has been amended twice. Among the new proposed amendments are details of a "green transition stabilization payment" and a plan to convert the Guayama coal plant to green energy, including the location of such projects. Such details have been redacted.

    


Attorney Ruth Santiago stressed that residents have a right to more information since public funds are involved.. She told Monday's hearing that unrelated large-scale solar projects have led to an increase in flooding in some Puerto Rico communities and were built on agricultural land.
"These are issues that are going to affect them," she said. "Instead of comments, we have questions."
The contract calls for the closure of the coal generation plant by December 2027 as the island seeks to lessen its dependence on petroleum and transition to clean energy. Petroleum accounts for more than half of the island's total energy use, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
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Mississippi Rep. Banks gets probation on tax conviction and intends to remain in office

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Mississippi Rep. Earle Banks, D-Jackson, asks a question at the state Capitol, Oct. 18, 2022, in Jackson, Miss. A federal judge sentenced Banks to two years of probation Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, months after the longtime lawmaker pleaded guilty to making a false statement on a tax return for failing to report more than $500,000 of income from the sale of real estate in 2018. Banks had already paid nearly $85,000 in restitution. His attorney said Banks intends to remain in the Legislature. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Mississippi Rep. Earle Banks, D-Jackson, asks a question at the state Capitol, Oct. 18, 2022, in Jackson, Miss. A federal judge sentenced Banks to two years of probation Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, months after the longtime lawmaker pleaded guilty to making a false statement on a tax return for failing to report more than $500,000 of income from the sale of real estate in 2018. Banks had already paid nearly $85,000 in restitution. His attorney said Banks intends to remain in the Legislature. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    




                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A longtime Mississippi lawmaker was sentenced Monday to two years of probation and has already paid nearly $85,000 in restitution, months after he pleaded guilty to a federal charge of willfully making a false statement on a tax return.
Democratic Rep. Earle Banks of Jackson was sentenced Monday by U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves. Banks' conviction does not prevent him from continuing to serve at the state Capitol and he intends to remain in office, according to his attorney Rob McDuff.
Banks, 69, is a funeral director and attorney. He has been in the House since 1993.

    


When he pleaded guilty in May, Banks admitted failing to report more than $500,000 of income from the 2018 sale of real estate that had been in his family for many years, McDuff said.
A federal charging document showed Banks claimed adjusted gross income of $38,237, even though he knew he had received more than $500,000 from the sale of real estate.
Banks has paid restitution of $84,766, McDuff said Monday. Banks could have faced up to three years in prison for the guilty plea.
Conviction of many felony charges disqualifies people from holding public offices in Mississippi, but convictions for manslaughter or violating federal tax laws do not prevent people from seeking or holding office, including a legislative seat.
Banks was unopposed for reelection this year in House District 67, which is entirely in Hinds County. He ran unsuccessfully for a Mississippi Supreme Court seat in 2012.
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Putin signs Russia's largest national budget, bolstering military spending

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In this photo released by The State Duma, Leonid Slutsky, leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR) addesses a session at the State Duma, the Lower House of the Russian Parliament in Moscow, Russia, on Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. The lower house of Russia's parliament, the State Duma, has passed a record federal budget which aims to increase spending by around 25% in 2024, with record amounts going to defense. (The State Duma, the Lower House of the Russian Parliament via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo released by The State Duma, Leonid Slutsky, leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR) addesses a session at the State Duma, the Lower House of the Russian Parliament in Moscow, Russia, on Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. The lower house of Russia's parliament, the State Duma, has passed a record federal budget which aims to increase spending by around 25% in 2024, with record amounts going to defense. (The State Duma, the Lower House of the Russian Parliament via AP)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday signed a national budget for the next three years that increases spending by around 25% and reportedly devotes a record amount to defense as the the country's military operation in Ukraine drags on. 
The budget foresees spending in 2024 of 36.6 trillion rubles ($415 billion) with an expected deficit of 1.595 trillion rubles ($9.5 billion).
After the budget was passed by the lower house of the parliament, Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin said it was developed specifically to fund the military and to mitigate the impact of international sanctions imposed after Russia sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022.
Record low unemployment, higher wages and targeted social spending should help the Kremlin ride out the domestic impact of pivoting the economy toward the military, but could pose a problem in the long term, analysts say. 
Part of the Russian budget is secret as the Kremlin tries to conceal its military plans and sidestep scrutiny of its operation in Ukraine. But independent business journalists Farida Rustamova and Maksim Tovkaylo said this month that around 39% of all federal spending will go toward defense and law enforcement in 2024.
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Iran adds a sophisticated warship to its Caspian Sea fleet

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, Deilaman destroyer is docked during a ceremony marking its inauguration in a naval base in the Caspian Sea, in northern Iran. Deilaman, a 1,400-ton destroyer capable of launching cruise missiles, is 95 meters (312 feet) long and 11 meters (36 feet) wide and is able to launch torpedoes while traveling at 30 knots (56 kph, 35 mph). (Iranian Army via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, Deilaman destroyer is docked during a ceremony marking its inauguration in a naval base in the Caspian Sea, in northern Iran. Deilaman, a 1,400-ton destroyer capable of launching cruise missiles, is 95 meters (312 feet) long and 11 meters (36 feet) wide and is able to launch torpedoes while traveling at 30 knots (56 kph, 35 mph). (Iranian Army via AP)
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    [image: In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, Deilaman destroyer is docked during a ceremony marking its inauguration in a naval base in the Caspian Sea, in northern Iran. Iran's navy on Monday added a destroyer capable of launching cruise missiles to its Caspian Sea fleet, state media reported. The 1,400-ton Deilaman destroyer, named for a town in north of Iran, is 95 meters (312 feet) long and 11 meters (36 feet) wide and is able to launch torpedoes while traveling at 30 knots (56 kph, 35 mph), the state-owned IRNA news agency said. (Iranian Army via AP)]
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        Iran adds a sophisticated warship to its Caspian Sea fleet
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Iran's navy on Monday added a destroyer capable of launching cruise missiles to its Caspian Sea fleet, state media reported.
The 1,400-ton Deilaman destroyer, named for a town in northern Iran, is 95 meters (312 feet) long and 11 meters (36 feet) wide and is able to launch torpedoes while traveling at 30 knots (56 kph, 35 mph), the state-owned IRNA news agency said.
Deilaman can detect more than 100 targets, including vessels, drones, helicopters, submarines and aircraft, simultaneously, the report said.

    


During a ceremony marking the inauguration of Deilaman, Maj. Gen. Mohammad Hossein Bagheri, chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, called the Caspian a "sea of peace and friendship" and said Iran's naval power there will serve "peace, security of commercial fleets, confronting terrorists and probable incidents in the future."
This is the sixth warship Iran has commissioned in the Caspian Sea, the largest inland body of water in the world, shared by Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Iran.
Iran's warships have made occasional visits to Russian and Azerbaijani naval bases in the sea in recent years, but Iran has also criticized Azerbaijan for its close military ties with Israel, which Iran sees as its archenemy.
While Russia is the biggest naval power in the Caspian, Iran has tried to have a naval presence in the sea since the late 1960s, and has been adding to its strength since the 1990s. Iran also has three naval bases on the shores of the sea.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-warship-navy-caspian-sea-79164ae32aa090a1579e74f595e7962f
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Central European interior ministers agree to step up fight against illegal migration at EU borders

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Hungarian Interior Minister Sandor Pinter attends a press conference after a meeting of Interior Ministers of Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia), Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: Czech Republic's Minister of the Interior Vit Rakusan speaks during a press conference after meeting of Interior Ministers of Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia), Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: German Federal Minister of the Interior Nancy Faeser attends a press conference after meeting of Interior Ministers of Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia), Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: Interior Ministers of from left: Poland Bartosz Grodecki, Germany Nancy Faeser, Hungary Sandor Pinter, Czech Republic Vit Rakusan, Austria Gerhard Karner and Slovakia Matus Sutaj Estok attend a press conference after their meeting in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A summit of interior ministers from six European Union countries on Monday said their nations had agreed to step up efforts to protect the bloc from illegal immigration and tackle groups of human smugglers that operate on its borders. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: Slovakia's Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok attends a press conference after meeting of Interior Ministers of Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia), Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A summit of interior ministers from six European Union countries on Monday said their nations had agreed to step up efforts to protect the bloc from illegal immigration and tackle groups of human smugglers that operate on its borders. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: Austrian Interior Minister Gerhard Karner speaks during a press conference, after a meeting of Interior Ministers of the Visegrad Group, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, with Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A summit of interior ministers from six European Union countries on Monday said their nations had agreed to step up efforts to protect the bloc from illegal immigration and tackle groups of human smugglers that operate on the bloc's borders. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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    [image: Poland Interior Minister Bartosz Grodecki attends a press conference after a meeting of Interior Ministers of the Visegrad Group, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, with Austria and Germany, in Szeged, Hungary, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A summit of interior ministers from six European Union countries on Monday said their nations had agreed to step up efforts to protect the bloc from illegal immigration and tackle groups of human smugglers that operate on the bloc's borders. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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                                        SZEGED, Hungary (AP) -- Interior ministers from six European Union countries on Monday said their nations had agreed to step up efforts to protect the bloc from illegal immigration and target groups of human smugglers that operate on its borders.
The ministers from the V4 group of Central European nations -- including the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia -- were joined by counterparts from Austria and Germany for a summit in the southern Hungarian city of Szeged, 5 miles (8 kilometers) from the bloc's border with Serbia.
Some EU governments worry that increasing pressure from the so-called Balkan migration route, which leads from Serbia into Hungary, requires a tougher response from countries in the region.

    


The interior minister of the Czech Republic, Vit Rakusan, who organized the summit, said migration is a "shared challenge" for Europe, and that solutions must focus on preventing migrants from entering the bloc illegally.




"We all are on the same migration route. We share borders, and the situation on the external border of the EU affects all of us," he said. He didn't give details on how they would target smugglers.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Rakusan asserted that recent decisions by numerous European governments to reintroduce internal border checks within the visa-free Schengen zone were unsustainable, and that external border protection would be the focus of cooperation between the six governments going forward.
"We all want to have the Schengen area alive," he said. "We all know that controls and checks on the internal borders, it isn't the right solution."
Around 13 of the EU's 27 member countries have reintroduced internal border checks with their neighbors in recent months, a deviation from the normal border-free travel enjoyed in the Schengen zone.

    


Slovakia last month resumed checks at its border with Hungary to reduce a growing number of migrants entering the country, after neighbors Austria, the Czech Republic and Poland introduced controls at their own borders with Slovakia.
Part of what led to the change was the proliferation of violence in northern Serbia in recent months. Gun battles have become common along the border with Hungary where migrants have gathered looking for ways to cross into the EU with the help of smugglers.
Hundreds of Serbian officers were dispatched in late October into the area near the border. They detained several people after a shooting between migrants killed three people and injured one.
At the summit on Monday, Hungarian Interior Minister Sandor Pinter said he and his counterparts would discuss a common EU policy on immigration and asylum at a meeting in Brussels next week. He said his country is not willing to compromise on a proposal that would distribute asylum seekers across the EU to reduce the burden on countries most affected by migration.
"Hungary cannot accept the mandatory nature of relocation," Pinter said. "This is a question of sovereignty for Hungary."
The ministers were later scheduled to visit Hungary's electrified border fence, which the nationalist government erected in 2015 after over 1 million migrants entered the EU after fleeing war and poverty in the Middle East and Africa.
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Delaware County's top prosecutor becomes fifth Democrat to run for Pennsylvania attorney general
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Jack Stollsteimer, the top prosecutor in heavily populated Delaware County, will run for Pennsylvania attorney general in 2024, seeking an office that played a critical role in court defending Joe Biden's 2020 victory in the presidential battleground.
Stollsteimer said he will make an official announcement Tuesday, joining a Democratic primary field that is already four-deep. He is thus far the only elected prosecutor in the Democratic field, although his competition for the nomination features veterans of the campaign trail and the courtroom.
In his campaign for attorney general, Stollsteimer will lean heavily on his experience as the twice-elected district attorney of Delaware County, Pennsylvania's fifth-most populous county, which sits between Philadelphia and Delaware.

    


"I am uniquely qualified because I do that work every single day in the fifth-largest county in Pennsylvania," Stollsteimer said in an interview. 




Stollsteimer, 60, has been a federal prosecutor in Philadelphia, a top official in the state Treasury Department, the state-appointed safety advocate in Philadelphia's schools and, before college, a senior aide to state House Democrats. A Philadelphia native, Stollsteimer earned his law degree at Temple University.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The attorney general's office, the state's top law enforcement office, has a budget of about $140 million annually and plays a prominent role in arresting drug traffickers, fighting gun trafficking, defending state laws in court and protecting consumers from predatory practices. 
The office also defended the integrity of Pennsylvania's 2020 presidential election against repeated attempts to overturn it in state and federal courts by Donald Trump's campaign and Republican allies. 
Perhaps Stollsteimer's most-touted achievement is fighting gun violence in the impoverished city of Chester, using a partnership based on a model used successfully elsewhere to connect offenders or known criminals with job training, school or community-building programs.

    


His office says gun homicides are down by 68% since 2020 and there have been 65% fewer shootings.
As Philadelphia's state-appointed safe schools advocate, Stollsteimer clashed with district officials and the state Department of Education over what he described as an unwillingness to report violent incidents.
"Things have gotten worse, not better," he told The Philadelphia Inquirer in 2011. "You can't address the problem until you're honest about it, and the district is not honest about it."
Stollsteimer mounted a brief campaign for attorney general in 2015 but dropped out before the primary.
In 2019, he won his race for district attorney, becoming the first Democrat to hold the office in Delaware County, once a Republican bastion that Democrats now control. Stollsteimer won reelection earlier this month by 22 percentage points, drawing support from building trades unions and police unions.

    


Stollsteimer had a busy four years in office. In perhaps his highest-profile case, his office prosecuted three police officers for responding to a shooting outside a high school football game by opening fire at a car, killing an 8-year-old girl, Fanta Bility, and wounding two others.
Stollsteimer is now the fifth Democrat to announce his candidacy, after state Rep. Jared Solomon of Philadelphia, former state Auditor General Eugene DePasquale, former federal prosecutor Joe Kahn and Keir Bradford-Grey, the former head of Philadelphia's and Montgomery County's public defense lawyers.
On the Republican side, York County District Attorney Dave Sunday and former federal prosecutor Katayoun Copeland have announced their candidacies.
Candidates must file paperwork by Feb. 13 to appear on the April 23 primary ballot. The current attorney general, Michelle Henry, does not plan to run to keep the office. 
___
Follow Marc Levy: http://twitter.com/timelywriter
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Paris mayor says she's quitting Elon Musk's 'global sewer' platform X as city gears up for Olympics

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo delivers her speech during a political meeting with the French Employers' association (MEDEF) at the Station F startup campus, in Paris, France, Monday, Feb. 21, 2022. The mayor of future Olympic host city Paris says she is quitting X, accusing Elon Musk's platform previously known as Twitter of spreading disinformation and hatred and of becoming a ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo delivers her speech during a political meeting with the French Employers' association (MEDEF) at the Station F startup campus, in Paris, France, Monday, Feb. 21, 2022. The mayor of future Olympic host city Paris says she is quitting X, accusing Elon Musk's platform previously known as Twitter of spreading disinformation and hatred and of becoming a "gigantic global sewer" that is toxic for democracy and constructive debate. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The mayor of future Olympic host city Paris says she is quitting X, accusing Elon Musk 's platform previously known as Twitter of spreading disinformation and hatred and of becoming a "gigantic global sewer" that is toxic for democracy and constructive debate.
"With its thousands of anonymous accounts and its troll farms, life on Twitter is the exact opposite of democratic life," Mayor Anne Hidalgo said in a long post titled, "Why I am leaving Twitter."
"I refuse to endorse this evil scheme," she wrote.

    


An Associated Press request for comment emailed to X got an automated reply, "Busy now, please check back later." 




Hidalgo's office said posts on Monday in French and English that announced her departure from X would be the Socialist mayor's last and that she will then close her account -- which has 1.5 million followers -- at the end of the week.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Her office said that Paris City Hall is keeping its own separate account on X.
Hidalgo's withdrawal from X follows a fractious period for the mayor. She has faced criticism from political opponents over the expense and need for a trip she made in October to the French South Pacific territories of New Caledonia and Tahiti. The Olympic surfing competition next July is being held on Tahiti's world-famous Teahupo'o wave.
She also locked horns last week with government ministers over the French capital's readiness for the 2024 Summer Games. Hidalgo said some transport options won't be ready for the July 26-Aug. 11 Olympics. Firing back, Transport Minister Clement Beaune said the mayor's comments were a "shameful" attempt to divert attention from her Pacific voyage.

    


Hidalgo's office said her decision to leave X was not in response to the recent criticism but was thought-out over time. Musk took control of Twitter in October 2022 and has dismantled some of its core features.
"We are dealing here with an utterly clear political project to push aside democracy and its values in favor of powerful private interests," Hidalgo wrote. "This medium has become a gigantic global sewer, and we should continue to wade into it?"
___
Follow AP's coverage of the Paris Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Czech labor unions stage a day of action in protest at spending cuts and taxes

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Thousands of protesters march downtown Prague, Czech Republic, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. On Monday labor unions staged a day of protests and strikes across the Czech Republic to voice their opposition to the government's package of cuts and austerity measures meant to keep the ballooning deficit under control. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Labor unions staged a day of protests and strikes across the Czech Republic on Monday to voice their opposition to the government's package of cuts and austerity measures meant to keep the ballooning deficit under control.
The unions are also demanding more money for the education and healthcare sectors and are protesting proposed changes to the pension system.
Prime Minister Petr Fiala said his government was not ready to give in because the measures are "absolutely necessary."

    


"We have to stop the state indebtedness, " Fiala said.




The unions were marching through Prague before rallying at a downtown square near Parliament's building. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"The unionists protest because they don't like the development in the Czech Republic under the current government," Josef Stredula, the head of a major umbrella union organization, told the crowd of several thousand.
"Resign," the protesters chanted, aiming their message at the government.
Stredula said the unions will plan more protests if the government refuses to negotiate. 

    


Some 74% or over 7,200 nursery, elementary and high schools across the country were either fully or partially closed Monday in the biggest such protest since the establishment of the Czech Republic in 1993, unions said. Several universities supported the unions' move.
Workers at hundreds of companies, including some state offices and major carmaker Skoda Auto, were planning to join the protests, mostly by stopping work for an hour or two.
Both houses of the Parliament approved and President Petr Pavel signed into law last week an economic package of dozens of measures introducing budget cuts and increased taxes designed to keep the budget deficit under control.
Among other measures, Czechs will pay more taxes on alcoholic beverages, including beer, and on medicine. Businesses will also pay higher corporate taxes.
According to the government, the measures should reduce the budget deficit by 97 billion Czech crowns ($4.3 billion) next year and by 150 billion ($6.7 billion) in 2025.

    


As a result, the deficit of 3.5% of gross domestic product expected for this year should drop to 1.8% next year and to 1.2% in 2025.
The package is a compromise reached by Fiala's five-party ruling coalition that took over after defeating populist Prime Minister Andrej Babis and his centrist ANO movement in the 2021 parliamentary election.
Babis has vehemently opposed the changes and said the government should resign.
The government's recent proposals to change the pension system would link the age of retirement to life expectancy but are not yet final. Unions fear the new age would exceed the current 65 years. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/czech-labor-union-protests-budget-deficit-pension-abc3bef3b763ad0f003f20ba18c61267
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Wilders ally overseeing first stage of Dutch coalition-building quits over fraud allegation

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Geert Wilders, leader of the far-right party PVV, or Party for Freedom, talks to the media after a meeting with speaker of the House Vera Bergkamp, two days after Wilders won the most votes in a general election, in The Hague, Netherlands, Friday Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- A party ally of far-right Dutch election winner Geert Wilders on Monday quit his role in the building of a new governing coalition over fraud allegations, throwing the process of creating a new government into turmoil before it had begun.
Gom van Strien, a senator for Wilders' Party for Freedom, was appointed last week as a "scout" to discuss possible coalitions. He was set to meet Wilders and other party leaders on Monday, but those meetings were canceled.
"Not my dream start," Wilders told reporters in the Dutch parliament. He said he was sounding out a possible replacement who is "more distanced from politics."

    


Vera Bergkamp, president of the lower house of the Dutch parliament who formally appoints the official, called Van Strien's departure an "annoying to start the exploration phase." She added that "it is now important that a new scout is quickly appointed who can start work immediately."




Van Strien has denied wrongdoing after Dutch media reported that he was embroiled in a fraud case. But on Monday morning, he issued a statement saying that "both the unrest that has arisen about this and the preparation of a response to it" hampered his work seeking a coalition.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Van Strien is an experienced but largely unknown senator for Wilders' party, known by its Dutch acronym PVV. 
He had been tasked with making an inventory of possible coalitions and reporting back to the lower house of the Dutch parliament by early December so that lawmakers could debate the issue on Dec. 6 before appointing another official to begin more concrete talks on forming a coalition.
Wilders' PVV was the shock winner of last week's Dutch election in a stunning shift to the far right in Dutch politics that sent shockwaves through Europe. Long an outsider largely shunned by mainstream parties, Wilders is now front and center of moves to form a new ruling coalition.

    


However, his hopes of quickly forming a right-of-center coalition were dealt a blow last week when Dilan Yesilgoz-Zegerius, the new leader of the mainstream center-right VVD party of outgoing Prime Minister Mark Rutte, said her party would not join a coalition led by the PVV. 
Despite her rejection, Wilders has urged Yesilgoz-Zegerius to join him in coalition talks with the leader of two new parties that made big gains in the election, the centrist New Social Contract and the Farmer Citizen Movement. 
Van Strien's resignation highlights one of the key issues Wilders is likely to face over the next weeks as its raft of new lawmakers take their seats in parliament -- a lack of political experience in his party. The PVV has always been tightly centered around the figure of Wilders, who sets policy and is one of only a few publicly recognizable faces of the party.
Rem Korteweg, a senior research fellow at the Clingendael Institute in The Hague, said the scandal swirling around Van Strien underscores a problem for Wilders and his party.
"He isn't able to attract a stable cadre of people that are reliable. And this is going to be a problem for him moving forward," Korteweg said at the European Policy Center think tank in Brussels.
He said the issue "is going to create structural problems for him to try to be a credible coalition partner, even if he's the largest."
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North Korea restores border guard posts as tensions rise over its satellite launch, Seoul says

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In this undated photo provided and released on Nov. 27, 2023, by South Korea Defense Ministry, North Korean soldiers install their guard post in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in North Korea. (South Korea Defense Ministry via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - Smoke from an explosion rises as part of the dismantling of a South Korean guard post in the Demilitarized Zone dividing the two Koreas in Cheorwon, on Nov. 15, 2018 as a North Korean guard post sits high in the upper left. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | FILE - Smoke from an explosion rises as part of the dismantling of a South Korean guard post in the Demilitarized Zone dividing the two Koreas in Cheorwon, on Nov. 15, 2018 as a North Korean guard post sits high in the upper left. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - A South Korean army soldier, center bottom, shakes hands with a North Korean army soldier before crossing the Military Demarcation Line inside the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) to inspect the dismantled North Korean guard post in the central section of the inter-Korean border in Cheorwon, on Dec. 12, 2018. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, Pool, File)]
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    [image: FILE - In this photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, South Korean army soldiers, wearing helmets, prepare to cross the Military Demarcation Line as North Korean army soldiers stand inside the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) to inspect the dismantled North Korean guard post in the central section of the inter-Korean border in Cheorwon, on Dec. 12, 2018. The sign read " The Military Demarcation Line." (South Korea Defense Ministry via AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - This photo provided by the North Korean government shows what the country said is the launch of the Malligyong-1, a military spy satellite, into orbit on Nov. 21, 2023. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP, File)]
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    [image: In this undated photo provided and released on Nov. 27, 2023, by South Korea Defense Ministry, North Korean soldiers install their guard post in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in North Korea. (South Korea Defense Ministry via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - This photo provided by the North Korean government shows what the country said is the launch of the Malligyong-1, a military spy satellite, into orbit on Nov. 21, 2023. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP, File)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea is restoring front-line guard posts that it had dismantled during a previous period of inter-Korean rapprochement, South Korea's military said Monday, after animosities spiked between the rivals over the North's recent spy satellite launch.
The two Koreas previously dismantled or disarmed 11 of their guard posts inside their heavily fortified border, called the Demilitarized Zone, under a 2018 deal meant to ease front-line military confrontations. But the deal is now in danger of being scrapped as both Koreas openly threaten to breach it. 
The 2018 agreement required the two Koreas to halt aerial surveillance and live-fire exercises at no-fly and buffer zones that they established along the DMZ, as well as remove some of their front-line guard posts and land mines. The deal left South Korea with 50 board guard posts and North Korea with 150.

    


After North Korea claimed to place its first military spy satellite into orbit on Nov. 21, South Korea said it would partially suspend the deal and resume aerial surveillance along the DMZ in response. South Korea said its response was "a minimum defensive measure" because the launch showed the North's intentions to strengthen its monitoring of the South and improve its missile technology.

    
        
    
North Korea immediately slammed South Korea's decision, saying it would deploy powerful weapons at the border in a tit-for-tat measure. The North said it also won't abide by the 2018 deal any longer.

    
    


    

    
        
    



South Korea's Defense Ministry said in a statement Monday that it detected North Korea building guard posts at border sites where its dismantled guard posts once stood, and that North Korea deployed troops and heavy weapons there. 
The ministry distributed to media outlets photos of North Korean soldiers building a guard post and moving a suspected recoilless rifle to a newly built trench.

    


South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol ordered the military to keep a close watch on the North and maintain a firm readiness, according to his office. The South Korean Defense Ministry later said it's ready to "promptly and strongly punish" North Korea over any provocation that it launches. 
South Korea, the United States and others strongly condemned the North's satellite launch, which they viewed as a provocation that threatens regional peace. United Nations Security Council resolutions ban any satellite launches by North Korea because the world body regards them as covers for testing its long-range missile technology. North Korea says it has sovereign rights to launch spy satellites to cope with what it says are escalating U.S.-led military threats. 
On Monday, Kim Son Gyong, a senior North Korean Foreign Ministry official, called the U.S. and others' condemnation of the satellite launch "a typical expression of the most hideous and brazen-faced violation of sovereignty that denies the justification of the existence" of North Korea.
South Korean officials said they confirmed the North Korean satellite entered orbit. But they said they need more time to verify whether the satellite is functioning normally.
North Korea's state media said Monday that leader Kim Jong Un was shown pictures taken by the spy satellite of a military facility in the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam. State media earlier said Kim had been presented with satellite photos of U.S. military bases in Hawaii and key sites in South Korea. North Korea hasn't released those satellite images. 

    


Kim previously said the satellite gives North Korea "eyes overlooking a very long distance and a strong fist beating a very long distance." 
Many experts doubt the satellite's ability to take high-resolution images, though they said it would still be militarily useful for the North.
South Korea suspects Russian technological assistance likely enabled North Korea to send the spy satellite into space. South Korean, U.S. and Japanese officials accused North Korea of seeking high-tech Russian technologies to enhance its military programs in return for shipping conventional arms to support Russia's war in Ukraine. Both Russia and North Korea denied the alleged weapons transfer deal.
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French labor minister goes on trial for alleged favoritism when he was a mayor

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: ILE - French Labor Minister Olivier Dussopt, in Salon-de-Provence, south-eastern France, Friday, June 9, 2023. French Labor Minister Olivier Dussopt goes on trial on Monday Nov.27, 2023 over charges of favoritism related to a 2009 public sector contract passed when he was a mayor. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool via AP, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French Labor Minister Olivier Dussopt goes on trial on Monday over charges of favoritism related to a 2009 public sector contract passed when he was a mayor.
Dussopt is suspected of having favoured a private company, the Saur group, in the awarding of a water contract when he was the mayor of the small town of Annonay in the southeast of France, France's financial prosecutor's office said. 
He has denied any wrongdoing. 

    


Speaking on France 3 national television earlier this month, Dussopt said: "I'm going before the court to prove I acted in good faith."




The investigation was launched in 2020 after investigative website Mediapart revealed possible links between Dussopt and a local manager of the Saur company.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Dussopt is a key member of the government of President Emmanuel Macron. Appointed labor minister in 2022, he championed the unpopular plan raising raising the retirement age from 62 to 64. The changes prompted months of mass protests at the beginning of the year. 
If convicted by the Paris criminal court, he is facing two years in prison.
The trial comes in a difficult week for the French government. On Wednesday, a special court will decide whether France's justice minister is guilty of having used his office to settle personal scores, in an unprecedented case. 
Eric Dupond-Moretti has refused to resign but could do so if found guilty on conflict of interest charges. He was tried in the Court of Justice of the Republic -- a special court for alleged wrongdoing by the government -- facing three professional magistrates accompanied by 12 members of parliament who will issue the ruling.
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A watchdog urges UN Security Council to consider all options to protect Sudan's Darfur civilians

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This is a locator map for Sudan with its capital, Khartoum. (AP Photo)]
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- An international watchdog urged the United Nations Security Council on Monday to consider all options to protect civilians in Sudan's Darfur region after the latest attacks on non-Arabs killed hundreds of civilians.
The paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, which was born out of the notorious Janjaweed militias, has been at war against the Sudanese military since mid-April, when months of tension exploded into open fighting in the capital, Khartoum, and other urban areas in the African nation. The conflict wrecked the country and forced more than 6 million people out of their homes, either to safer areas inside Sudan or to neighboring countries.
In the first week of November, the RSF and their allied Arab militias attacked the town of Ardamata, a few kilometers (miles) north of Geneina, the provincial capital of West Darfur, Human Rights Watch said. After taking over a military base in Ardamata, the attackers rampaged through the camp for displaced people and other nearby residential areas that were all largely inhabited by the African Masalit tribe and other non-Arab groups, according to the rights group.

    


More than 800 people were reportedly killed in the multi-day assault, according to the U.N. refugee agency. 




People who fled Ardamata described a spree of killings, shelling, unlawful detentions, sexual violence, ill treatment, and looting in the town, HRW said. The RSF and their allied militias shot at civilians as they fled, and executed people in their homes, shelters, and in the streets, they said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



A 45-year-old Masalit farmer said Arab militiamen accompanied by RSF vehicles entered the house where he was sheltering in Ardamata camp on Nov. 7. They brought seven men to the front of the house, the man told HRW.
"They told me to come out of the house," HRW quoted the man as saying. "The moment I came out, one or two of the Arabs shot at the seven men from close range. They immediately executed them."
Mohamed Osman, HRW's Sudan researcher, said the attack on Ardamata was the RSF's "latest episode of ethnically targeted killings," which bears the hallmarks of "an organized campaign of atrocities against Masalit civilians."

    


"The U.N. Security Council needs to stop ignoring the desperate need to protect Darfur civilians," he said. "Regional and international actors have ignored the alarms that survivors have raised for months on the risks of further atrocities in West Darfur."
A spokesperson for the RSF didn't respond to phone calls seeking comment. HRW also said the RSF didn't respond to its findings and questions.
Darfur, which was the scene of a genocidal conflict in the early 2000s, has witnessed some of the worst bouts of violence in the ongoing war. International Criminal Court's prosecutor Karim Khan said in July they were investigating alleged new war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur.
The RSF has stepped up its attacks across the western region in recent weeks, seizing many military bases. Fighting also intensified around a military base outside Khartoum earlier in November.
The RSF reportedly took many people captive in the Ardamata attack. Footage on social media purportedly shows fighters in RSF uniform and militiamen detaining and hitting people.

    


HRW said it verified and analyzed five videos uploaded between Nov. 4-5 showing a group of at least 125 men and boys being forced to run toward Geneina Airport, east of Ardamata. Several of the men were visibly wounded, some limping, while one person was carried by four other men, the videos showed.
HRW was not able to determine what happened to any of the 125 people.
"The U.N. has been sickened by a series of videos on social media which appear to have been made by RSF and allied personnel abusing captives, as well as pictures of dead bodies in the streets of Ardamata," Toby Harward, U.N.'s deputy humanitarian coordinator in Sudan, told The Associated Press on Nov. 12.
The UNHCR reported extensive looting in the town, including U.N. humanitarian aid, and about 100 shelters were razed to the ground. At least 8,000 people have fled the town to neighboring Chad, joining at least 450,000 others, mostly women and children, who were forced out of their homes in similar attacks in West Darfur earlier this year, the agency said.
Satellite imagery taken the first week of November shows possible new graves and bodies in the street in Ardamata. Other imagery shows looting and arson in and around a camp for displaced people in the town.
"The Security Council needs to take concrete measures to address the gravity of the situation, roll out sanctions against key commanders, seek the release of those unlawfully detained, and support accountability efforts in the region," Osman, the researcher, said.
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China calls for a cease-fire in Myanmar fighting but will continue its own border drills
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Beijing called for a cease-fire in Myanmar after a coalition of ethnic fighters seized several crossings along Myanmar's border with China in the past month.
However, China will continue live-firing drills on its side of the frontier aimed at "testing the mobility, border control abilities and firepower capabilities of the military units so that the People's Liberation Army is ready for any emergency," the army newspaper PLA Daily said on Sunday. 
Myanmar heavily relies on trade with China, especially for importing manufactured goods and exporting agricultural products. Unrest in Myanmar's border region has been a constant irritant to China, which nevertheless backed the military leaders who seized power in the Southeast Asian nation in 2021 from an elected government. 

    


Yet China is highly wary of conflicts spilling over the shared border that is already rife with drug trafficking and people smuggling. Cybercrime targeting Chinese victims has become a major concern, and China has pushed hard to eliminate the groups based in Myanmar and other countries and to send the perpetrators back to China for prosecution. 




"China is highly concerned about the conflicts in Myanmar and has urged all sides to cease fire and start peaceful dialogues to prevent the situation from escalating further," the PLA Daily said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Meanwhile, the PLA will "safeguard border security and protect the lives and property of people living in the border areas." The paper said the live-fire exercises that began Saturday will "boost the sense of responsibility and vigilance of the troops" and will continue for several days.
The Myanmar government has acknowledged losing at least three towns, and the fighting appears to have stopped almost all legal trade with China. 
The Kyin-San-Kyawt border gate, one of the five major trading gates in Muse township in northern Shan state, was seized Saturday.
Muse hosts the 105-Mile Trade Zone and has the greatest volume of trade with China. It is the fourth border crossing seized by the alliance forces in a month of intense fighting.
Chinese police have reportedly fired tear gas to drive away people who were sheltering close to the border fence. 
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Russia puts the spokesman for Facebook owner Meta on a wanted list

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Meta's logo can be seen on a sign at the company's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., Nov. 9, 2022. Russia has added the spokesman of U.S. tech giant Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, to a wanted list, according to an online database maintained by the country's interior ministry. Russian state agency Tass and independent news outlet Mediazona first reported on Andy Stone's inclusion on the list on Sunday. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)]
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                                        Russia has added the spokesman of U.S. technology company Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, to a wanted list, according to an online database maintained by the country's interior ministry.
Russian state agency Tass and independent news outlet Mediazona first reported that Meta communications director Andy Stone was included on the list Sunday, weeks after Russian authorities in October classified Meta as a "terrorist and extremist" organization, opening the way for possible criminal proceedings against Russian residents using its platforms. 
The interior ministry's database doesn't give details of the case against Stone, stating only that he is wanted on criminal charges. Meta didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


According to Mediazona, an independent news website that covers Russia's opposition and prison system, Stone was put on the wanted list in February 2022, but authorities made no related statements at the time and no news media reported on the matter until this week.




In March this year, Russia's federal Investigative Committee opened a criminal investigation into Meta. It alleged that the company's actions following Moscow's full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022 amounted to inciting violence against Russians.

    
    


    

    
        
    



After Russian troops moved into Ukraine, Stone announced temporary changes to Meta's hate speech policy to allow for "forms of political expression that would normally violate (its) rules, like violent speech such as 'death to the Russian invaders.'"
In the same statement, Stone added that "credible calls for violence against Russian civilians" would remain banned. 
Mediazona on Sunday claimed that an unspecified Russian court issued an arrest warrant earlier this month for Stone on charges of "facilitating terrorism." The report didn't specify the source of that information, which couldn't be independently verified. 
Western social media platforms including Facebook, Instagram and X -- formerly known as Twitter -- were popular with young Russians before the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, but have since been blocked in the country as part of a broad crackdown on independent media and other forms of critical speech. They are now only accessible via VPN.
In April 2022, Russia also formally barred Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg from entering the country.
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12 crew members are missing, 1 dead after a cargo ship sinks off a Greek island in stormy seas

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Paramedics transfer a survivor of a shipwreck at a hospital, on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. A cargo ship sank off the Greek island of Lesbos early Sunday, leaving 13 crew members missing and one rescued, authorities said. The Raptor, registered in the Comoros, was on its way to Istanbul from Alexandria, Egypt, carrying 6,000 tons of salt, the coast guard said. It had a crew of 14, including eight Egyptians, four Indians and two Syrians, the coast guard said.(AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- A cargo ship sank off the Greek island of Lesbos in stormy seas early Sunday, leaving one crew member dead, 12 missing and one rescued, authorities said. 
The Raptor, registered in Comoros, was on its way to Istanbul from Alexandria, Egypt, carrying 6,000 tons of salt, the coast guard said. It had a crew of 14, including eight Egyptians, four Indians and two Syrians, the coast guard said.
The ship reported a mechanical problem at 7 a.m. Sunday, sent a distress signal at 8:20 a.m. and shortly after disappeared about 4 1/2 nautical miles (8 kilometers) southwest of Lesbos, authorities said.

    


A dead crew member was retrieved Sunday afternoon and was transported to Lesbos. The body arrived on the island but has not been identified yet, a coast guard spokeswoman told The Associated Press.
One Egyptian was rescued, another coast guard spokeswoman told AP earlier Sunday.
She said eight merchant ships, two helicopters and one Greek navy frigate were searching for survivors. Three coast guard vessels had difficulty reaching the area because of rough seas, she added. Both spokeswomen spoke on condition of anonymity because the case was ongoing and she wasn't authorized to speak to the media.
Private TV channel Mega reported that the rescued crew member, an engineer, told coast guard officers that the ship had started taking water Saturday.
Northwesterly winds in excess of 80 kph (50 mph) per hour were blowing in the area, the national weather service said.
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Curfew in Sierra Leone after gunmen attacked the main military barracks and detention centers

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Julius Maada Bio, President of Sierra Leone, speaks at the start of the Transforming Education Summit at United Nations headquarters, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022. Sierra Leone's President has declared a nationwide curfew after gunmen attacked the West African country's main military barracks in the capital, raising fears of a breakdown of order amid a surge of coups in the region. Bio said Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023 in a statement on X, formerly known as Twitter, that the unidentified gunmen attacked an armory in the capital, Freetown, early morning. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (AP) -- Sierra Leone's president declared a nationwide curfew Sunday after gunmen attacked the military's main and largest barracks in the West African nation's capital and then overran detention centers, including a major prison.
The attack raised fears of a breakdown of order amid a surge of coups in the region. In recent years, a string of west and central African countries have experienced military coups. This year alone, the governments of Niger and Gabon were overthrown by military factions, and there were attempts in Burkina Faso and Sudan, the latter of which has descended into civil war.
The detention centers, including the Pademba Road Prisons -- holding more than 2,000 inmates -- were attacked just as security forces fought to restore calm during sustained shootouts at the Wilberforce military barracks, according to Information Minister Chernor Bah.

    


"The prisons were overrun (and) some prisoners were abducted by the assailants while many others were released," Bah said. Security forces managed to "push back" the assailants to the outskirts of the city where fighting continues, he added.




Sierra Leone's President Julius Maada Bio earlier declared a nationwide curfew in response to the attacks.

    
    


    

    
        
    



An Associated Press journalist in the capital said that gunshots were still heard in the city hours after the government assured residents of calm, although it wasn't clear who was behind the exchange of fire, nor if any arrests were made.
"The security forces are making progress in the operation to defeat and apprehend those responsible for today's attacks," Bah said. "The government remains in control and on top of the situation."
The president and the country's Ministry of Information and Education also both said that the government and security forces are in control of the situation, trying to dismiss fears of a possible escalation of violence in the country whose population of 8 million people is among the poorest in the world, having some of the lowest scores on the U.N. Human Development Index. 

    


No details were immediately given about the gunmen or the reason for the attack, which comes months after Bio was reelected for a second term in a disputed vote in which the main opposition party accused the electoral commission of rigging the results.
Videos posted online showed soldiers patrolling Freetown's empty streets and captured the loud blasts of gunshots at dawn. The AP couldn't immediately verify the authenticity of the videos.
West Africa's regional economic bloc ECOWAS -- of which Sierra Leone is a member -- described the incident as a plot "to acquire arms and disturb the peace and constitutional order" in the country. The bloc has in recent months tried to reverse the surge in coups in West and Central Africa, which has recorded eight military takeovers since 2020, the latest in Niger and Gabon this year.
"ECOWAS reiterates its zero tolerance for unconstitutional change of government," the bloc said in a statement.
Bio was reelected in Sierra Leone's fifth presidential election since the end of a brutal 11-year civil war -- more than two decades ago -- which left tens of thousands of people dead and destroyed the country's economy. 

    


He continues to face criticism because of debilitating economic conditions. Nearly 60% of Sierra Leone's population is facing poverty, with the youth unemployment rate being one of the highest in West Africa.
Two months after Bio won the disputed vote, police said they arrested several people, including senior military officers planning to use protests "to undermine peace" in the country. 
A protest against the government in August last year resulted in the deaths of more than 30 people, including six police officers.
___
Chinedu Asadu reported from Abuja, Nigeria.
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An alliance of Myanmar ethnic groups claim capture of another big trade crossing at Chinese border
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- An alliance of armed ethnic minority groups that launched a surprise offensive last month against Myanmar's military has seized a major trading gate on the country's northeastern border with China, a spokesperson for one of the groups said Sunday.
Le Kyar Win, the spokesperson of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, told The Associated Press that the Kyin-San-Kyawt border gate, one of the five major trading gates in Muse township along the Myanmar-China border in northern Shan state, was seized on Saturday by the alliance forces.
Muse hosts the 105-Mile Trade Zone and has the greatest volume of trade with China. It is the fourth border crossing seized by the alliance forces in a month of intense fighting.

    


"We attacked the places controlled by the junta as our military targets," Le Kyar Win said.




Social media sites associated with the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army displayed photos and video of what they said were its forces at the border gate. The claims couldn't immediately be verified.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The military government hasn't publicly acknowledged the capture of the gate.
Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, spokesperson of the ruling military council, said in a statement phoned in to state television MRTV that there was fighting between the army and alliance groups near the 105-Mile Trade Zone, but didn't give additional information.
Kyin-San-Kyawt is the second of five border gates in Muse township that has come under the control of the alliance, along with two others elsewhere.

    


Fighting has been raging in the region since the Arakan Army, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army, calling themselves the Three Brotherhood Alliance, launched a coordinated offensive on Oct. 27.
The government had acknowledged losing at least three towns, and the fighting appears to have stopped almost all legal cross-border trade with China, a major economic disruption for Myanmar.
It also has put pressure on the military government in its struggle against the armed pro-democracy forces that are challenging it in other parts of the country, where new attacks were carried out in the wake of the Oct. 27 offensive. The pro-democracy group arose in opposition to the army's February 2021 seizure of power from the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi.
The reported seizure of the Kyin-San-Kyawt border gate came the same day that China announced it would begin military exercises nearby on its side on the border. China exercises great influence in northern Shan state, especially where it is dominated by Myanmar's Kokang minority, who are ethnic Chinese.
The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army is an armed Kokang group, and it seeks to oust a rival faction from power by seizing the town of Laukkaing, which is the capital of what is officially called the Kokang Self-Administered Zone.

    


Laukkaing is notorious for hosting major organized criminal enterprises including cyberscam operations controlled by Chinese investors in collusion with local Myanmar warlords.
Beijing is embarrassed by the large-scale criminality and has vowed to eradicate it. The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army has made common cause with Beijing by declaring elimination of the cyberscam operations to be one of its goals.
With the alliance forces beseiging Laukkaing, China has urged it nationals to depart for safety back to Chinese territory. But others in the town are also seeking to flee, which was the apparent cause of a violent confrontation on Saturday.
Residents of the area confirmed what was shown on videos widely circulated on social media -- that Chinese police fired tear gas to drive away people who were sheltering close to the border fence on the eastern side of Laukkaing.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- In an age of deepfakes and post-truth, as artificial intelligence rose and Elon Musk turned Twitter into X, the Merriam-Webster word of the year for 2023 is "authentic." 
Authentic cuisine. Authentic voice. Authentic self. Authenticity as artifice. Lookups for the word are routinely heavy on the dictionary company's site but were boosted to new heights throughout the year, editor at large Peter Sokolowski told The Associated Press in an exclusive interview.
"We see in 2023 a kind of crisis of authenticity," he said ahead of Monday's announcement of this year's word. "What we realize is that when we question authenticity, we value it even more."

    


Sokolowski and his team don't delve into the reasons people head for dictionaries and websites in search of specific words. Rather, they chase the data on lookup spikes and world events that correlate. This time around, there was no particularly huge boost at any given time but a constancy to the increased interest in "authentic." 
This was the year of artificial intelligence, for sure, but also a moment when ChatGPT-maker OpenAI suffered a leadership crisis. Taylor Swift and Prince Harry chased after authenticity in their words and deeds. Musk himself, at February's World Government Summit in Dubai, urged the heads of companies, politicians, ministers and other leaders to "speak authentically" on social media by running their own accounts.

    
        WORD OF THE YEAR
Here's what you need to know about Merriam Webster's previous words of the year. 

	"Gaslighting" was word of the year for 2022, as lookups 1,740% in 2022 over the year before.
	In 2021, it was "anti-vaxxer." The AP fact-checked a claim that Merriam Webster had changed its definition.
	And in 2020, for the first time, Merriam-Webster and Dictionary.com declared the same word as their tops: pandemic.



    



    
    


    

    
        
    



"Can we trust whether a student wrote this paper? Can we trust whether a politician made this statement? We don't always trust what we see anymore," Sokolowski said. "We sometimes don't believe our own eyes or our own ears. We are now recognizing that authenticity is a performance itself."
Merriam-Webster's entry for "authentic" is busy with meaning. 

    


There's "not false or imitation: real, actual," as in an authentic cockney accent. There's "true to one's own personality, spirit or character." There's "worthy of acceptance or belief as conforming to or based on fact." There's "made or done the same way as an original." And, perhaps the most telling, there's "conforming to an original so as to reproduce essential features."
"Authentic" follows 2022's choice of "gaslighting." And 2023 marks Merriam-Webster's 20th anniversary choosing a top word.
The company's data crunchers filter out evergreen words like "love" and "affect" vs. "effect" that are always high in lookups among the 500,000 words it defines online. This year, the wordsmiths also filtered out numerous five-letter words because Wordle and Quordle players clearly use the company's site in search of them as they play the daily games, Sokolowski said.
Sokolowski, a lexicologist, and his colleagues have a bevy of runners-up for word of the year that also attracted unusual traffic. They include "X" (lookups spiked in July after Musk's rebranding of Twitter), "EGOT" (there was a boost in February when Viola Davis achieved that rare quadruple-award status with a Grammy) and "Elemental," the title of a new Pixar film that had lookups jumping in June.
Rounding out the company's top words of 2023, in no particular order: 

    


RIZZ: It's slang for "romantic appeal or charm" and seemingly short for charisma. Merriam-Webster added the word to its online dictionary in September and it's been among the top lookups since, Sokolowski said.
KIBBUTZ: There was a massive spike in lookups for "a communal farm or settlement in Israel" after Hamas militants attacked several near the Gaza Strip on Oct. 7. The first kibbutz was founded circa 1909 in what is today Israel.
IMPLODE: The June 18 implosion of the Titan submersible on a commercial expedition to explore the Titanic wreckage sent lookups soaring for this word, meaning "to burst inward." "It was a story that completely occupied the world," Sokolowski said.
DEADNAME: Interest was high in what Merriam-Webster defines as "the name that a transgender person was given at birth and no longer uses upon transitioning." Lookups followed an onslaught of legislation aimed at curtailing LGBTQ+ rights around the country.
DOPPELGANGER: Sokolowski calls this "a word lover's word." Merriam-Webster defines it as a "double," an "alter ego" or a "ghostly counterpart." It derives from German folklore. Interest in the word surrounded Naomi Klein's latest book, "Doppelganger: A Trip Into the Mirror World," released this year. She uses her own experience of often being confused with feminist author and conspiracy theorist Naomi Wolf as a springboard into a broader narrative on the crazy times we're all living in.

    


CORONATION: King Charles III had one on May 6, sending lookups for the word soaring 15,681% over the year before, Sokolowski said. Merriam-Webster defines it as "the act or occasion of crowning."
DEEPFAKE: The dictionary company's definition is "an image or recording that has been convincingly altered and manipulated to misrepresent someone as doing or saying something that was not actually done or said." Interest spiked after Musk's lawyers in a Tesla lawsuit said he is often the subject of deepfake videos and again after the likeness of Ryan Reynolds appeared in a fake, AI-generated Tesla ad.
DYSTOPIAN: Climate chaos brought on interest in the word. So did books, movies and TV fare intended to entertain. "It's unusual to me to see a word that is used in both contexts," Sokolowski said.
COVENANT: Lookups for the word meaning "a usually formal, solemn, and binding agreement" swelled on March 27, after a deadly mass shooting at The Covenant School in Nashville, Tennessee. The shooter was a former student killed by police after killing three students and three adults. 
Interest also spiked with this year's release of "Guy Ritchie's The Covenant" and Abraham Verghese's long-awaited new novel, "The Covenant of Water," which Oprah Winfrey chose as a book club pick. 
More recently, soon after U.S. Rep. Mike Johnson ascended to House speaker, a 2022 interview with the Louisiana congressman recirculated. He discussed how his teen son was then his "accountability partner" on Covenant Eyes, software that tracks browser history and sends reports to each partner when porn or other potentially objectionable sites are viewed.
INDICT: Former President Donald Trump has been indicted on felony charges in four criminal cases in New York, Florida, Georgia and Washington, D.C., in addition to fighting a lawsuit that threatens his real estate empire. 
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Stephen Colbert's 'The Late Show' pulled until next week as host recovers from surgery

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Late night talk show host Stephen Colbert arrives at the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 12, 2022. Colbert revealed on social media Monday that he's recovering after surgery, and canceling his planned shows for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Late night talk show host Stephen Colbert arrives at the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 12, 2022. Colbert revealed on social media Monday that he's recovering after surgery, and canceling his planned shows for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    




                            

                            

                            
                                By The Associated Press

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        First this fall, another round with COVID-19 shuttered Stephen Colbert's "The Late Show." Now the show is again sidelined as the host recovers from a burst appendix.
The comedian revealed on social media Monday that he's recovering after surgery, wiping out planned shows for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. "Going forward, all emails to my appendix will be handled by my pancreas," he joked.
Colbert had a busy three shows planned, including guests Jennifer Garner, Baz Luhrmann, Patrick Stewart and Kelsey Grammer, the return of former bandleader Jon Batiste and Barbra Streisand was to take "The Colbert Questionert."
In mid-October, Colbert contracted COVID-19 and had to cancel a week's worth of shows, although he hosted one from his home, like he did during the pandemic. 
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Book Review: 'Welcome to The O.C.' serves as a definitive look-back at the 20-year-old Fox drama

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This cover image released by Mariner Books shows "Welcome to the O.C.: The Oral History" by Josh Schwartz and Stephanie Savage. (Mariner Books via AP)]
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                                        "California, here we come."
The refrain from the Phantom Planet tune "California" that served as the theme song for "The O.C." welcomed viewers to Fox's short-lived but much-loved prime-time soap that focused on a group of teenagers and parents navigating the emotional ups and downs of life in affluent Newport Beach.
Now, 20 years after the show's debut, Rolling Stone TV critic Alan Sepinwall is taking readers "right back where we started from" in a splendid retrospective that relies on the memories of those who brought the show's 96 episodes to life.

    


"Welcome to The O.C." -- the title references a memorable line from the pilot (minus a not-so-friendly word that punctuates the sentiment) -- features recollections from creator Josh Schwartz, executive producer Stephanie Savage, the show's stars, Fox executives and many more.




The oral history serves as a definitive look-back at the four-season series that introduced "Chrismukkah" (a celebration of both Christmas and Hanukkah in the blended Cohen household) and a host of indie-rock bands whose songs played over some of "The O.C."'s biggest moments.

    
    


    

    
        
    



None was more monumental than the controversial decision to kill off Mischa Barton's Marissa Cooper, one of the show's central characters, in season three's finale in 2006.
The book devotes a chapter to the behind-the-scenes intrigue that led to Barton's exit as well as the fallout. Spoiler alert: Those close to the show didn't like it very much, starting with Barton herself, who called it "a little bit of a bummer."
Others used stronger -- and strikingly similar -- language.

    


Kelly Rowan, who played Cooper's neighbor, Kirsten Cohen, said the storyline was "a big mistake," breaking up the characters who came to be known as "The Core Four" -- Kirsten Cohen's comic-book- and indie-music-loving son Seth, played by Adam Brody; Ben McKenzie's Ryan Atwood, a troubled outsider who is taken in by the Cohens; Summer Roberts (Rachel Bilson), Seth Cohen's dream girl and classmate; and Cooper, the beautiful girl-next-door who is Ryan's soulmate.
Savage acknowledged it was a "terrible, terrible mistake."
And Schwartz, who at the time was one of the youngest EPs in the television industry, agreed.
"I very quickly realized, 'Oh my God, what have we done? I think we made a terrible mistake,'" he said.
"The O.C." lasted one more season. Schwartz and Savage went on to helm a multitude of other small-screen gems, including "Chuck" and "Gossip Girl." The Core Four had become stars, and the show gave screen time to future headliners such as Chris Pratt,Olivia Wilde and Shailene Woodley.

    


"Welcome to The O.C." is a must-read for viewers of the show's original run, but it works, too, for those meeting the Cohens and their fellow Orange County residents for the first time via streaming services.
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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What to stream this week: Harrison Ford, Paris Hilton, Peter Gabriel and Robin Hood battles robots
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    [image: This image released by Netflix shows cast members, from left, Eugene Kim, Terrence Terrell, Nick Zano, Alyson Gorske, and Paola Lazaro in a scene from the series "Obliterated." (Netflix via AP)]
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                                        Super Mario, an Elvis Christmas special and Paris Hilton enjoying motherhood are some of the new television, movies, music and games headed to a device near you.
Also among the offerings worth your time as selected by The Associated Press' entertainment journalists are Peter Gabriel's long awaited album, a Robin Hood game with robots and Harrison Ford's last hurrah as Indiana Jones swings onto Disney+.

    


NEW MOVIES TO STREAM





-- The biggest box-office hit of the year not named "Barbie" is coming to Netflix. "The Super Mario Bros. Movie" hits the streaming service Sunday, Dec. 3, after its previous run on Peacock. The film, which grossed nearly $1.4 billion in theaters, has fared slightly better than the infamous 1993 "Super Mario Bros." In my review, I praised the primary-color visuals but wrote that "as nice as it is to look at 'The Super Mario Bros. Movie,' it's not anywhere near as fun as it would be to play it."

    
    


    

    
        
    



-- Todd Haynes' "May December" is a deliciously disquieting drama loosely based on a stranger-than-fiction true story. Haynes' film, which debuts Friday, Dec. 1, on Netflix, is inspired by Mary Kay Letourneau, the teacher who went to jail in 1997 for a sexual relationship with a student, only to later marry him. In "May December," Julianne Moore and Charles Melton play a couple years past a similar scandal, while Natalie Portman portrays an actress who's come to research them for an upcoming film. In her review, AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr called it "an audaciously self-aware, mischievously funny and emotionally complex drama that defies simple categorization."
-- Harrison Ford's last hurrah as Indiana Jones swings onto Disney+ on Friday, Dec. 1. "Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny" had a mixed reception when it launched over the summer. Ford was feted in Cannes. Reviews were mixed. Box office was lackluster. But "Dial of Destiny," directed by James Mangold (taking over for Steven Spielberg), co-starring Phoebe Waller Bridges and featuring a poignant scene with Karen Allen, has a lot going for itself. In her review, Bahr acknowledged it's no "Raiders" or "Last Crusade," "but it's solid, swashbuckling summer fare and a dignified sendoff to one of cinema's most flawless castings."
-- Matthew Heineman's "American Symphony" captures a whirlwind year for Jon Batiste. The film covers the pianist winning the 2022 Grammy for album of the year, winning an Oscar for co-creating the score to "Soul" and a triumphant concert at Carnegie Hall -- all while his wife, Suleika Jaouad, battled leukemia. "American Symphony" streams Wednesday on Netflix.

    


-- AP Film Writer Jake Coyle
NEW MUSIC TO STREAM
-- Elvis will be honored with a starry special "Christmas at Graceland," featuring Post Malone, Alanis Morissette, John Legend, Kacey Musgraves, Kane Brown, Lainey Wilson, Lana Del Rey and The War and Treaty. It's set to air live on Wednesday on NBC and simulcast on Peacock. "Christmas at Graceland" -- airing right after NBC's "Christmas in Rockefeller Center" -- is the first televised concert from the estate and Presley's granddaughter, Riley Keough, will make special appearances. 
-- Peter Gabriel's sonic teasing is almost over. After releasing 10 singles during 2023 -- coinciding with each month's full moon -- the singer-songwriter finally will drop the album they all come from on Friday, Dec. 1, "i/o." The album is available in two distinct mixes: The Bright-Side Mix by Mark "Spike" Stent and the Dark-Side Mix by Tchad Blake. "Tchad is very much a sculptor building a journey with sound and drama, Spike loves sound and assembling these pictures, so he's more of a painter," says Gabriel. "i/o" includes contributions from Brian Eno, regular collaborators Richard Chappell, Oli Jacobs, Katie May and Richard Evans. 
-- If all you know about Violent Femmes is "Blister in the Sun," it's time you went deeper. The 40th anniversary deluxe edition of the band's self-titled debut is out Friday, Dec. 1 with over a dozen demos, B-sides and live performances -- including alternate versions of iconic songs "Please Do Not Go," "Gone Daddy Gone" and "Add It Up." Pop culture fans will know that Ethan Hawke serenaded Winona Ryder with an embittered rendition of "Add It Up" in 1994's "Reality Bites," while a 1995 episode of "My So-Called Life" opened on Claire Danes joyfully lip-synching "Blister in the Sun." 

    


-- Singer-actor Dove Cameron drops her debut album "Alchemical: Volume 1," which contains six new songs and two previous hits, "Boyfriend" and "Breakfast." One of the new songs is "Lethal Woman," a club banger about a woman "sharp as a knife under the table" that includes sounds of banging on a door, a gun being cocked and heavy production elements. The lyrics include the playful rhyme: "Game recognizes game/By the way, what's your name?" Cameron has had a heady few years, winning new artist of the year honors at the 2022 American Music Awards and being named Best New Artist at the 2022 VMAs. She also was scene-stealer in season two of "Schmigadoon!"
-- AP Entertainment Writer Mark Kennedy
NEW SERIES TO STREAM
-- In recent years, Paris Hilton has been determined to (somewhat) drop the cutesy facade and show her layers. The second season of "Paris in Love" on Peacock, dropping Thursday, leans into that effort. First, it introduces Hilton as a new mom. Hilton and husband Carter Reum welcomed son Phoenix via surrogate earlier this year and just revealed a daughter, London. She managed to keep both births a secret, even from her family, until Hilton was ready to announce the news. "It's been really important for me to keep this a secret. It's just the first time that something is just mine," Hilton says in the trailer. New motherhood is never easy though and Hilton must adjust to the needs of her growing family conflicting with her busy schedule.
-- The creators of "Cobra Kai" are behind a new Netflix series called "Obliterated." The action comedy stars Nick Zano and Shelley Hennig ("Teen Wolf") as members of a special task force assigned to prevent a planned terror attack in Las Vegas. Once the mission is completed, the temptations of Sin City sway them to spend the night partying. A call interrupts the fun to inform the group that they didn't finish the job and need to get back to work, sober or not, to find and deactivate a bomb. "Obliterated" debuts Thursday.

    


-- It seems there's no longer bad (tiger?) blood between Chuck Lorre and Charlie Sheen. Lorre has tapped Sheen as a recurring guest star in his new Max series "Bookie." Stand-up Sebastian Maniscalco plays Danny, as a longtime LA bookie struggling to keep business afloat despite the looming legalization of sports betting. Omar J. Dorsey plays a former pro football player and his best friend, Ray, who is by his side for many of his, er, adventures both on and off the clock. The first two episodes drop Thursday.
-- A documentary short called "Eddy's World" follows Eddy Goldfarb, a now 102-year-old toy maker, who has created more than 800 toys (including the Yakity-Yak chattering teeth) and holds more than 250 patents. His story is a lesson that work isn't work if you love what you do. "Eddy's World" will be Broadcast on PBS Stations available on PBS.org and the PBS App beginning Saturday, Dec. 2.
-- Alicia Rancilio
NEW VIDEO GAMES TO PLAY
-- Robin Hood has been stealing from the rich and giving to the poor for centuries, but I don't think he's had to battle giant robots before. Gangs of Sherwood, from French publisher Nacon, brings the Merry Men (and a Woman) into a steampunk version of England that the Sheriff of Nottingham oversees from a flying castle. As Robin you have an arsenal of high-tech arrows, and you can invite three friends to the fray: metal-fisted brawler Little John, speedy assassin Maid Marian and mace-wielding healer Friar Tuck. This isn't Disney's Robin Hood (or Kevin Costner's, for that matter). The rebellion begins Thursday on Xbox X/S, PlayStation 5 and PC.

    


-- The soldiers in Last Train Home aren't out to save the world; they just want to get out of Russia after the end of World War I. Unfortunately, there's a brutal civil war going on, and the troops won't make it home to the newly independent Czechoslovakia without a fight. Czech studio Ashborne Games is aiming for a more complex take than your typical military shooter, and there's more than combat in this strategy/management mashup. You also need to train medics, cooks and other support personnel, find food and fuel and keep the locomotive from derailing. Get on board Tuesday on PC.
-- Lou Kesten
___
Catch up on AP's entertainment coverage here: https://apnews.com/entertainment.
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Book Review: Lauren Grodstein's masterpiece of historical fiction set in Warsaw Ghetto during WWII
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                                        The Oneg Shabbat archive was a secret project of Jewish prisoners in the Warsaw Ghetto to record their histories as they awaited deportation to Nazi death camps during World War II. Lauren Grodstein has used this historical fact as the basis for her mesmerizing new novel, "We Must Not Think of Ourselves."
It is narrated by a fictional schoolteacher, Adam Paskow, who conducts interviews for the real-life archives as he falls in love with a married woman, Sala Wiskoff, with whom he shares overcrowded quarters.
Grodstein, who was inspired to write the book after a Jewish family heritage trip to Warsaw, where she first encountered the diary entries, propaganda posters and other materials that comprise the archives, excels at character development and naturalistic dialogue. In Adam, she has created an immensely appealing protagonist, notwithstanding his adulterous affair with Sala, who is equally charismatic.

    


Before the war, Adam was living a quiet, bookish life in a prosperous neighborhood of Warsaw with his wealthy Polish Catholic wife. They were very much in love. But after she dies and the Nazis invade Poland, he is forced out of their cozy flat ("filled with books and Oriental rugs") and into the gated and locked ghetto, patrolled by armed guards, where he teaches English to some of the displaced children.




Adam and Sala are flirtatious almost from the beginning as Adam, who is a bit of a dreamer, struggles to comprehend the reality of their situation. "They can't kill all of us," he says to Sala. "Can't they?" she replies. "It's illogical," he reasons. "And the Nazis pride themselves on being logical." Later, he thinks to himself, "How on earth could they pull such a thing off? And would the world really... let them?" 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Of course, it does. As the war drags on and conditions in the ghetto worsen, Adam finally has a moment of reckoning. Reflecting on the purpose of the project launched by historian Emanuel Ringelblum, who named it Oneg Shabbat, or "joy of the sabbath," after the day of the week when the archivists met, Adam thinks: "Now I realize that we are creating a portrait of Polish Jews at the end of our history."
But that was not to be. In a twist on "Sophie's Choice," Adam, who never identified strongly as a Jew before the war, obtains documents that will let him and two others escape to freedom -- he just has to decide which two. It is a deeply moving conclusion to an extraordinary work of historical fiction.
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/we-think-ourselves-book-review-2793424e456bb882ebc2910ba22dcd54



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hiam Abbass' Palestinian family documentary 'Bye Bye Tiberias' applauded at Marrakech Film Festival
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                                        MARRAKECH, Morocco (AP) -- Thirty years ago, Palestinian actor Hiam Abbass left her home to pursue her dreams of being in the movies, joining generations of women in her family who were shaped by exile and "learned to leave everything and start anew."
That's one of the stories told in her director daughter Lina Soualem's documentary "Bye Bye Tiberias," which received a standing ovation and shouts of "Long Live Palestine" on Saturday night at the Marrakech International Film Festival for the film's first screening in the Arab world.
The documentary, the Palestinian entry for next year's Academy Award for Best International Feature, follows Abbass and Soualem as the mother-daughter pair laugh, cry and tell the story of four generations of women in their family.

    


"Bye Bye Tiberias" first premiered at the Venice International Film Festival, more than a month before the start of the latest Israel-Hamas war, sparked by the militant group's deadly incursion into Israel on Oct. 7. 




It is the only Palestinian film in competition in Marrakech, where festival organizers have, unlike past years, not held screenings in a popular square that has seen protests against the war.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Introducing the documentary on Saturday, Soualem and Abbass acknowledged it was an emotional time to present the film, thinking about the children and grandchildren of Palestinian refugees in Gaza.
Soualem declined to answer a question about how today's war affected reactions to her film. Speaking carefully, she later said that she felt the emotional response from festival audiences in Europe and the United States and noted her emphasis on offering a different Palestinian narrative amid current events, humanizing Palestinian women and the complex choices they make throughout their lives.
"Our hearts are heavy, seeing everything happening in Gaza -- all the destruction and all the deaths, which we are mourning," she said in an interview with The Associated Press on Sunday. "Every screening, there is a sense of repair and warmth. There's a lot of people who feel that they cannot speak or they are silenced."

    


"Bye Bye Tiberias" splices together intimate interviews of Soualem's family members, primarily her mother, Abbass, known to both Arab and Western audiences from her work in the television series " Succession " and " Ramy " as well as films such as "The Lemon Tree" in 2008, the Blade Runner 2049 in 2017, and "Gaza mon amour" in 2020.
It builds off Soualem's first documentary "Their Algeria" -- another personal history about her grandparents' exile from North Africa and move to France amid war and economic downturn.
Unlike other Palestinian narratives, which focus on the broad diaspora, the Gaza Strip or the occupied West Bank, "Bye Bye Tiberias" documents a family displaced by the 1948 Arab-Israeli war from one city to another within modern-day Israel, where they retained citizenship but lived in a Palestinian village largely segregated from Jewish Israeli life.
Abbass rolls her mother Nemat in a wheelchair past Hebrew street signs and a now-dilapidated mosque in modern-day Tiberias as Soualem explains how the 1948 war upended her grandmother's education and "propelled her at full speed into history."
Intimate interviews are spliced with excerpts from home movies shot by Soualem's father at their family's home in Deir Hanna, and archival footage spanning back to 1948. 

    


That year, the British ordered the family to leave their home in Tiberias, a city on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. The home was later destroyed, the family was prohibited from returning and its members resettled far and wide, including in Syria and Deir Hanna, a Palestinian village within the borders of modern-day Israel.
"These images are the treasure of my memory that I don't want to fade," says Soualem, who narrates the documentary.
A generation later, living amid such tension "suffocated" Abbass, who emigrated to France three decades ago to pursue her dreams of becoming an actor.
"Today, I wish I could ask my mother if she forgives me for making a choice that was contrary to her traditions and her life," Abbass says at one point in "Bye Bye Tiberias."
For much of her daughter's life, Abbass rarely talked about her departure from the Middle East, not wanting to "open the gate to past sorrows," Soualem says.
In the film, though, she does. Soualem captures Abbass mourning the loss of her mother, remembering performing in Jerusalem's Palestinian National Theatre, and peering across the Sea of Galilee trying to digest the enormity of what happened to Palestinian families like hers post-1948, as well as her choice to leave a land that holds great meaning to her.
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"Mr. Big Stuff" singer Jean Knight dies at 80

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Jean Knight and her band perform on the Abita Beer Stage during the fourth and final day of the 33rd annual French Quarter Festival, April 10, 2016, in New Orleans. Knight, a New Orleans-born soul singer known for her 1971 hit "Mr. Big Stuff," died Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, at age 80 from natural causes, family representative Mona Giamanco said. She confirmed the death to the Associated Press on Monday afternoon, Nov. 27. (Eliot Kamenitz/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- Jean Knight, a New Orleans born soul singer known for her 1971 hit "Mr. Big Stuff," has died at 80.
Family, friends, fans and veterans of the music world mourned the loss of the Grammy-nominated singer who was considered a musical powerhouse and an integral part of New Orleans' music legacy.
Knight died Wednesday of natural causes in Tampa, Florida, where she was residing, said family representative Mona Giamanco. She confirmed the death to the Associated Press on Monday afternoon. 

    


"Jean Knight's legacy is not just a musical one; it is a testament to the enduring love between an artist, her hometown and the fans who adored her," the singer's family said in a statement. 




Knight got her start in her hometown of New Orleans by singing in her cousin's bar shortly after graduating from high school. In the 1970' she recorded "Mr. Big Stuff" -- a sassy and soulful chart-topping anthem that became known for the infectious refrain of "Who do you think you are?"

    
    


    

    
        
    



The song reached No. 1 on Billboard's R&B chart and No. 2 on Billboard 200 pop chart, earning Knight a Grammy nomination for best female R&B vocal performance in 1972. The Stax Museum of American Soul Music said in a news release that Knight was Stax Records' top-selling female artist.
Following the success of "Mr. Big Stuff" Knight went on to record several more albums -- including ones that featured songs "(Don't Mess With) My Toot Toot" and "Bill" -- and former her own label, Comstar. 
Reginald Toussaint was an engineer for one of Knight's albums and even helped mix a song that his father -- musical legend Allen Toussaint -- wrote for it. Reginald Toussaint went on to become friends with Knight, who he described as a "wonderful woman."

    


"She was genuinely a nice person with a gentle spirit ... whenever I saw her she was always smiling," said Toussaint, the executive director of production for New Orleans Jazz Fest and Essence Music Festival. 
Knight spent years touring and performing locally, both on large festival stages and in more intimate smaller French Quarter venues. 
In addition to her soulful, sassy and joyful performances, among family and friends she was known as a mother and grandmother who loved cooking Creole dishes and celebrating Mardi Gras.
Information about her funeral arrangements was not immediately available.
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Book Review: 'Outrageous: A History of Showbiz and the Culture Wars' argues history repeats itself
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        Book Review: 'Outrageous: A History of Showbiz and the Culture Wars' argues history repeats itself
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                                        "There is nothing new under the sun." So goes the adage which conveys the tendency for history to repeat itself.
It's this unstated premise that drives Kliph Nesteroff's latest book, "Outrageous: A History of Showbiz and the Culture Wars." In it, Nesteroff artfully seeks to demonstrate how current catchphrases like "cancel culture" and "political correctness" are just variations of the same generational and ideological divides which have undergirded American society throughout Hollywood's history.
Nesteroff turns his attention to comedians in particular, citing the ways in which they have historically been unique targets of the culture wars.

    


His arguments are cogent and his histories entertaining - how is it possible that "vaguely defined spirit of the times" is not a quote about wokeness, but instead a denunciation of critiques levied on comedians more than half a century ago?
Still, it's worth noting that Nesteroff began his career as a comedian, which perhaps betrays an inherent sympathy for the prophetic martyrs who have frequently been subjected to unjust censorship and criticism throughout the history of showbiz.
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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Celebrity birthdays for the week of Dec. 3-9

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Stand-up comedian and actress Tiffany Haddish entertains guests at Laugh Factory Hollywood, during its free Thanksgiving meal Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        Celebrity birthdays for the week of Dec. 3-9:
Dec. 3: Singer Jaye P. Morgan ("The Gong Show") is 92. Singer Ozzy Osbourne is 75. Singer Mickey Thomas of Jefferson Starship is 74. Bassist Paul Gregg of Restless Heart is 69. Actor Steven Culp ("Desperate Housewives") is 68. Actor Daryl Hannah is 63. Actor Julianne Moore is 63. Actor Brendan Fraser is 55. Singer Montell Jordan is 55. Actor-comedian Royale Watkins is 54. Actor Bruno Campos ("Nip/Tuck," ''Jesse") is 50. Actor Holly Marie Combs ("Charmed") is 50. Actor Liza Lapira ("The Equalizer") is 48. Actor Lauren Roman ("Bold and the Beautiful") is 48. Musician Daniel Bedingfield is 44. Actor Tiffany Haddish ("Girls Trip") is 44. Actor Anna Chlumsky is 43. Actor Jenna Dewan ("The Resident," ''Supergirl") is 43. Actor Brian Bonsall ("Family Ties") is 42. Actor Dascha Polanco ("Orange Is the New Black") is 41. Singer-songwriter Andy Grammer is 40. Drummer Michael Calabrese of Lake Street Dive is 39. Actor Amanda Seyfried ("Mamma Mia") is 38. Actor Jake T. Austin ("The Fosters," ''Wizards of Waverly Place") is 29.
Dec. 4: Game show host Wink Martindale is 90. Singer Freddy "Boom Boom" Cannon is 87. Actor-producer-director Max Baer Junior ("The Beverly Hillbillies") is 86. Bassist Bob Mosley of Moby Grape is 81. Singer-bassist Chris Hillman (The Byrds, the Flying Burrito Brothers) is 79. Singer Southside Johnny Lyon of Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes is 75. Actor Jeff Bridges is 74. Actor Patricia Wettig is 72. Actor Tony Todd ("Final Destination" films) is 69. Drummer Brian Prout of Diamond Rio is 68. Jazz singer Cassandra Wilson is 68. Bassist Bob Griffin (The BoDeans) is 64. Singer Vinnie Dombroski of Sponge is 61. Actor Chelsea Noble ("Growing Pains," ''Kirk") is 59. Actor Marisa Tomei is 59. Comedian Fred Armisen ("Portlandia," ''Saturday Night Live") is 57. Rapper Jay-Z is 54. Actor Kevin Sussman ("Ugly Betty") is 53. Model Tyra Banks is 50. Country singer Lila McCann is 42. Actor Lindsay Felton ("Caitlin's Way") is 39. Actor Orlando Brown ("That's So Raven") is 36. Actor Scarlett Estevez ("Lucifer") is 16.

    


Dec. 5: Actor Jeroen Krabbe ("The Fugitive") is 79. Opera singer Jose Carreras is 77. Singer Jim Messina (Loggins and Messina, Poco) is 76. Actor Morgan Brittany ("Dallas") is 72. Actor Brian Backer ("Fast Times at Ridgemont High") is 67. Country singer Ty England is 60. Singer-guitarist John Rzeznik of Goo Goo Dolls is 58. Country singer Gary Allan is 56. Comedian Margaret Cho is 55. Actor Alex Kapp Horner ("The New Adventures of Old Christine") is 54. Actor Kali Rocha ("Liv and Maddie," "Man with a Plan") is 53. Bassist Regina Zernay of Cowboy Mouth is 51. Actor Paula Patton ("Precious") is 48. Actor Amy Acker ("Person of Interest," ''Angel") is 47. Actor Nick Stahl (TV's "Carnivale," film's "Terminator 3") is 44. Actor Adan Canto ("Designated Survivor") is 42. Singer Keri Hilson is 41. Actor Gabriel Luna ("Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.") is 41. Actor Frankie Muniz ("Malcolm in the Middle") is 38. Actor Ross Bagley ("Fresh Prince of Bel-Air") is 35.
Dec. 6: Actor Patrick Bauchau ("The Pretender," "Carnivale") is 85. Country singer Helen Cornelius is 82. Actor James Naughton ("Hostages," "Planet of the Apes") is 78. Singer Frank Beverly of Maze is 77. Actor JoBeth Williams is 75. Actor Tom Hulce is 70. Actor Kin Shriner is 70. Talk show host Wil Shriner is 70. Drummer Rick Buckler of The Jam is 68. Singer Tish Hinojosa is 68. Country singer Bill Lloyd of Foster and Lloyd is 68. Comedian Steven Wright is 68. Guitarist Peter Buck of R.E.M. is 67. Drummer David Lovering of The Pixies is 62. Guitarist Ben Watt of Everything But the Girl is 61. Actor Janine Turner ("Strong Medicine," "Northern Exposure") is 61. Director Judd Apatow ("The 40-Year-Old Virgin," ''Knocked Up") is 56. Keyboardist Ulf "Buddha" Ekberg of Ace of Base is 53. Actor Lindsay Price ("Splitting Up Together") is 47. Actor Ashley Madekwe ("Revenge," "Salem") is 42. Bassist Jacob Chesnut of Rush of Fools is 34.
Dec. 7: Actor Ellen Burstyn is 91. Country singer Gary Morris is 75. Singer Tom Waits is 74. Actor Priscilla Barnes ("Jane the Virgin," "Three's Company") is 66. Announcer Edd Hall ("The Tonight Show With Jay Leno") is 65. Bassist Tim Butler of Psychedelic Furs is 65. Actor Patrick Fabian ("Better Call Saul") is 58. Actor Jeffrey Wright ("Westworld") is 58. Actor C. Thomas Howell is 57. Actor Kimberly Hebert Gregory ("Kevin (Probably) Saves the World") is 51. Rapper Kon Artis of D12 is 49. Singer Nicole Appleton of All Saints is 48. Singer Frankie J (Kumbia Kings) is 47. Country singer Sunny Sweeney is 47. Actor Shiri Appleby ("UnREAL," "Roswell") is 45. Singer Sara Bareilles is 44. Actor Jennifer Carpenter ("Limitless," "Dexter") is 44. Actor Jack Huston ("Boardwalk Empire") is 41.
Dec. 8: Singer Jerry Butler is 84. Flute player James Galway is 84. Drummer Bobby Elliott of The Hollies is 82. Actor Mary Woronov ("Eating Raoul," "The Munsters" films) is 80. Actor John Rubinstein ("Family," ''Crazy Like a Fox") is 77. Actor Kim Basinger is 70. Guitarist Warren Cuccurullo (Duran Duran, Missing Persons) is 67. Guitarist Phil Collen of Def Leppard is 67. Country singer Marty Raybon (The Raybon Brothers, Shenandoah) is 64. Guitarist Marty Friedman (Megadeth) is 61. Actor Wendell Pierce ("The Wire," "Treme") is 60. Actor Teri Hatcher is 59. Actor David Harewood ("Supergirl," ''Homeland") is 58. Actor Matthew Laborteaux ("Little House on the Prairie") is 57. Guitarist Ryan Newell of Sister Hazel is 51. Actor Dominic Monaghan ("Lost," ''Lord of the Rings") is 47. Actor Ian Somerhalder ("The Vampire Diaries," ''Lost,") is 45. Singer Ingrid Michaelson is 44. Singer Chrisette Michele is 41. Country singer Sam Hunt is 39. Singer Kate Voegele ("One Tree Hill") is 37. Drummer Jen Ledger of Skillet is 34. Actor Wallis Currie-Wood ("Madam Secretary") is 32. Actor AnnaSophia Robb (film's "Race to Witch Mountain," TV's "The Carrie Diaries") is 30.
Dec. 9: Actor Judi Dench is 89. Actor Beau Bridges is 82. Actor Michael Nouri is 78. Singer Joan Armatrading is 73. Actor Michael Dorn ("Star Trek: The Next Generation") is 71. Actor John Malkovich is 70. Country singer Sylvia is 67. Singer Donny Osmond is 66. Bassist Nick Seymour of Crowded House is 65. Comedian Mario Cantone ("Sex and the City") is 64. Actor David Anthony Higgins ("Malcolm in the Middle," "Ellen") is 62. Actor Joe Lando ("Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman") is 62. Actor Felicity Huffman ("Desperate Housewives," ''Sports Night") is 61. Keyboardist Jerry Hughes of Yankee Grey is 58. Singer-guitarist Thomas Flowers of Oleander is 56. Guitarist Brian Bell of Weezer is 55. Singer-guitarist Jakob Dylan of The Wallflowers is 54. Businesswoman and TV personality Lori Greiner ("Shark Tank") is 54. Actor Allison Smith ("The West Wing," ''Kate and Allie") is 54. Former "American Idol" judge Kara DioGuardi is 53. Country singer David Kersh is 53. Actor Reiko Aylesworth ("24'') is 51. Drummer Tre Cool of Green Day is 51. Rapper Canibus is 49. Singer Imogen Heap is 46. Actor Jesse Metcalfe ("Desperate Housewives") is 45. Actor Simon Helberg ("The Big Bang Theory") is 43. Actor Jolene Purdy ("Under the Dome," ''Donnie Darko") is 40. Actor Joshua Sasse ("Galavant") is 36. Actor Ashleigh Brewer ("The Bold and the Beautiful") is 33.
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Woman's decades-old mosaic of yard rocks and decorative art work may have to go

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Iris Logan takes a break from dismantling her boulevard rock garden in front of her Sherburne Ave. home in St. Paul, Minn., on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. Logan has been ordered by the city to clear the boulevard of decoration and planters. he City Council will take up the matter Dec. 6. (John Autey/Pioneer Press via AP)]
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                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- Iris Logan was having a hard time growing grass in the front yard of her St. Paul, Minnesota, home, so she covered the space with stones, statues and decorative art. More than 30 years later, it's something of a local landmark.
But to a city inspector, it's a nuisance. Logan, 70, has been given notice to clean up the "planters, wood, metal cans, large rocks and miscellaneous debris" cited after a recent inspection, the St. Paul Pioneer Press reported. The City Council will take up the matter Dec. 6.
Logan says the city's actions forced her to create the mosaic in the first place because workers on a road repair project dug so deep around one of her trees that its roots were exposed. She brought in bricks and dirt, planted flowers and added stones -- and just kept adding.

    


"I'm a rock lover," said Logan, a former cotton sharecropper from Mississippi. "I'm not going to lie. If I see a rock I like, I try and roll it in my car on a two-by-four."




Logan recently received written notice that a city official will recommend to the City Council that she be given until Dec. 22 to clean things up. She appealed the order in careful handwriting that filled six pages of a short spiral notebook. The stones don't extend into the street or impede plow trucks or other city vehicles, Logan wrote in addressing one of the inspector's concerns.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I just want to make a stand for the next person," said Logan, interrupted by a supportive honk and wave from a neighbor driving by.
Casey Rodriguez, a spokesman for the St. Paul Department of Safety and Inspections, said about 16 other properties on the same avenue also received letters advising them to remove obstructions to comply with city code.
"Generally boulevards should be clear of installations or obstructions (benches, large rocks, etc.) that would impede access to buried utility lines. This also keeps the tree roots clear and provides a place to shovel snow in the winter," Rodriguez said in an email to the Pioneer Press.
Earlier this month, a petition supporting Logan drew 150 signatures "in just a few hours," according to a written statement from Justin Lewandowski, a community organizer who lives near Logan. He's hopeful the council will soon clarify rules about portable planters.
"The quick support from our neighbors has been a clear signal of how much this art means to our community," Lewandowski said. "It's not just about aesthetics; it's about our identity and how we, as residents, engage with each other and with city policy."
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1. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)

    


3. "The Edge" by David Baldacci (Grand Central Publishing)




4. "The Little Liar" by Mitch Albom (Harper)

    
    


    

    
        
    



5. "Fourth Wing" (special edition) by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6. "The Exchange" by John Grisham (Doubleday) 
7. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)

    


8. "The Narrow Road Between Desires" by Patrick Rothfuss (DAW)
9. "Resurrection Walk" by Michael Connelly (Little, Brown)
10. "The Secret" by Child/Child (Delacorte)
11. "Dirty Thing" by Janet Evanovich (Atria)
12. "System Collapse" by Martha Wells (Tordotcom)

    


13. "Holly" by Stephen King (Scribner)
14. "Clive Cussler: The Corsican Shadow" by Dirk Cussler (G.P. Putnam's Sons)
15. "Tom Lake" by Ann Patchett (Harper)

    


_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Woman in Me" by Britney Spears (Gallery)
2. "My Name is Barbra" by Barbra Streisand (Viking)
3. "My Effin' Life" by Geddy Lee (Harper)
4. "The Great Disappearance" by David Jeremiah (Thomas Nelson)
5. "Tired of Winning" by Jonathan Karl (Dutton)

    


6. "Arete" by Brian Johnson (Heroic Blackstone)
7. "Ghosts of Honolulu" by Mark Harmon (Harper Select)
8. "Prequel" by Rachel Maddow (Crown)
9. "Pretty Boys Are Poisonous" by Megan Fox (Gallery)
10. "The Pioneer Woman Cooks: Dinner's Ready" by Ree Drummond (William Morrow)
11. "Limitless" (expanded ed.) by Jim Kwik (Hay House)
12. "Guinness World Records 2024" (Guinness World Records)
13. "The Wager" by David Grann (Doubleday)
14. "Teddy and Booker T." by Brian Kilmeade (Sentinel)
15. "How to Know a Person" by David Brooks (Random House)
_____
MASS MARKET BESTSELLERS
1. "Without a Trace" by Danielle Steel (Dell) 
2. "Overkill" by Sandra Brown (Grand Central Publishing)
3. "The Jailhouse Lawyer" by James Patterson (Grand Central Publishing) 
4. "Forever Under the Mistletoe" by Debbie Macomber (Mira) 
5. "Wyoming Proud" by Diana Palmer (Canary Street)
6. "Bring Me Home For Christmas" by Robyn Carr (Mira)
7. "Shooting Iron" by Johnstone/Johnstone (Pinnacle)
8. "Girl, Forgotten" by Karin Slaughter (William Morrow)
9. "Falling Stars" by Fern Michaels (Zebra)
10. "In a Holidaze" by Christina Lauren (Pocket)
11. "A Flicker in the Dark" by Stacy Willingham (Minotaur)
12. "All is Bright" by Raeanne Thayne (Canary Street)
13. "Shadow of a Dead Man" by William W. Johnstone (Pinnacle)
14. "The Bite Before Christmas" by Sands/Frost (Avon)
15. "The Boys From Biloxi" by John Grisham (Vintage)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Icebreaker" by Hannah Grace (Atria) 
2. "Wildfire" by Hannah Grace (Atria)
3. "Love Redesigned" by Lauren Asher (Bloom)
4. "The Christmas Fix" by Lucy Score (Bloom)
5. "Too Late" by Colleen Hoover (Grand Central Publishing)
6. "Wreck the Halls" by Tessa Bailey (Avon )
7. "Bookshops & Bonedust" by Travis Baldree (Tor)
8. "Throne of Glass" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
9. "Things We Left Behind" by Lucy Score (Bloom)
10. "King of Greed" by Ana Huang (Bloom) 
11. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
12. "All the Light We Cannot See" by Anthony Doerr (Scribner)
13. "The Storyteller" by Dave Grohl (Dey Street)
14. "The Midnight Library" by Matt Haig (Penguin Books) 
15. "Murdle, Vol 1" by G.T. Karber (Griffin)
_____
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'Get Ready With Me': Video genre that focuses on everyday life is everywhere -- and not slowing down
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "Get Ready with Me" -- to go on a date, go to work or ... get fired?
"Get Ready with Me" videos are everywhere these days, and they're as straightforward as the name suggests. Social media users, often influencers, invite viewers to watch them get ready to do something or go somewhere. And embedded in the storyline are the skin care, the makeup, the hairdo and all the glam that goes into looking hot -- and, of course, the personal stories about life or love that arrest your attention.
GRWM videos, as they're also known, are part of a trend of "with me" content that has gained popularity over the past decade. Think "Clean with Me" videos where users watch people clean their homes for inspiration or pleasure. Or hours-long "Study with Me" videos for students who want buddies for intense cramming sessions but don't have any friends nearby. 

    


More than a decade after debuting on YouTube in the days when creator content was still relatively new, "Get Ready with Me" videos and their personal sensibilities have inundated social media thanks to a shorter iteration of the genre, which seems to have lent them a more personal and even revelatory tone.




"For creators, this is a vehicle for storytelling," says Earnest Pettie, a trends insight lead at YouTube. "It becomes an excuse to share something about your life."

    
    


    

    
        
    



People are watching by the billion
The videos have made everyday tasks a core staple of our online diets on platforms like YouTube by drawing in viewers who find it either informative, communal, or both. 

    


Consumers, for the most part, seem to be really into it. In a report released in August, YouTube said there were more than 6 billion views of videos titled with variations of "grwm" at that point in the year. On TikTok, videos with the hashtag "grwm" have been viewed more than 157 billion times. 
Celebrities and "it girls" have hopped on the bandwagon, often to promote their brands or as part of Vogue's "Beauty Secrets" series, which draws from the trend. In April, model Sofia Richie Grainge joined TikTok and posted a series of Get Ready with Me videos to offer fans an inside look into her wedding. 
In the initial years of the genre, Pettie says, people would simply put on makeup in front of the camera. Soon after, the videos evolved to what is seen today -- content creators getting glammed up while talking to their followers about whatever's on their minds. 
It experienced another revival in recent years with the popularity of short-form video, TikTok's bread-and-butter -- which was cloned by YouTube and Instagram in the form of Shorts and Reels, respectively.
The genre is being adopted by up-and-coming creators who might be uncomfortable sharing a story in a video without doing anything else, says Nicla Bartoli, the vice president of sales at Influencer Marketing Factory. Adding activities has the tendency to make content feel less heavy and more inviting, especially to viewers who've never come across the creator but are interested in what they're doing. 

    


Because users also tend to scroll quickly on TikTok, creators must capture a viewer's attention right away before they move on to the next thing on their "For You" page. More engagement means more popularity, which typically leads to partnerships with companies eager to pay influencers through brand deals or other means.
"The level of compelling stories has been increasing a lot," says Bartoli, whose company connects influencers with brands who want to partner with them to promote products. "It can be because it's more crowded. You need to step up the game, so to speak."
Get ready for emerging personalities
One of the most-known influencers in this arena is 22-year-old Alix Earle, who shares her experiences with struggles like acne, an eating disorder and panic attacks as well as lighthearted episodes about nights out with friends. She has nearly 6 million followers on TikTok. 
Alisha Rei, 18, who lives in Toronto and models, says she wants to create viral social media content to help her build her following and, in turn, her modeling career. She says her friends told her to make Get Ready with Me videos because they tend to be popular. 

    


Because of modeling events, Rei says she'd missed some shifts at her part-time job working at a mall shoe store. So she decided to make a "get ready with me to get fired" video while doing her makeup before she went back for another shift. The video was tagged #pleasedontbelikeme. 
In an interview, Rei, a college freshman, says she received a warning from her manager but didn't get fired. "God is good," she says.
Often, behind the "getting ready" content lurk other, more commercial messages. 
Bartoli notes that many of the confessional videos do more than they might first appear: They can provide more engagement from users who want to receive updates on a story that's being shared or know more about the products creators are using. That can make the videos good for product placements and encourage brand partnerships, which, according to Goldman Sachs, is the largest source of income for creators. The investment bank said in a report earlier this year that the creator economy is worth $250 billion today and could roughly double in size by 2027. 
Allie Pribula, a 25-year-old TikToker who used to be an elementary school teacher in the Philadelphia suburbs, says she started making GRWM videos as a way to process her feelings about her old job. Pribula says some companies have since reached out to her to offer gifts and have paid her to market products on her page. She says she considers it a "side hustle." 

    


Camilla Ramirez Diaz, a 25-year-old optician who lives in Burlingame, California, recently bought a freckle pen that was featured on GRWM videos she watches at night to wind down her day. Diaz prefers to watch them more on TikTok, where she says the content can be a bit more personal. She cites a video she recently came across from an influencer who was getting ready while stranded in London due to an expired passport. 
"Its almost like you're watching your friend on FaceTime with you," Diaz says. "I could sit there all day and watch Get Ready with Me videos from different creators. They're just a mix of everything." 
___
Haleluya Hadero writes about Amazon, retail and internet culture for The Associated Press. Follow her work at https://apnews.com/author/haleluya-hadero
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NFL RedZone Channel broadcast interrupted due to fire alarm
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                                        INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Sunday's airing of the late afternoon games on the NFL RedZone Channel literally went code red.
The broadcast was interrupted Sunday when a fire alarm went off in the NFL Network building, which is located across the street from SoFi Stadium in the Hollywood Park complex. Host Scott Hanson informed viewers that his production crew had to evacuate the studio.
An NFL Network official said there had been a false alarm at the studio. The alarm did not effect pregame preparations for the Baltimore Ravens and Los Angeles Chargers across the street.

    


Hanson referred to the incident as a "first in my 20-something-year broadcasting career." RedZone remained on the game between the Philadelphia Eagles and Buffalo Bills before Hanson and his crew were able to return to the studio a short time later.
"As we come back into the studio right now, I am reminded of an old Chinese proverb, which says: 'May you live to see interesting times,'" Hanson said when he came back on the air.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Marty Krofft, of producing pair that put 'H.R. Pufnstuf' and the Osmonds on TV, dies at 86

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Producer Marty Krofft arrives at the premiere of "Land of the Lost," at Gramuan's Chinese Theater in Los Angeles, May 30, 2009. Krofft, one of the producing pair that put 'H.R. Pufnstuf' and the Osmonds on TV, has died at 86, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Marty Krofft, a TV producer known for imaginative children's shows such as "H.R. Pufnstuf" and primetime hits including "Donny & Marie" in the 1970s, has died in Los Angeles, his publicist said. Krofft was 86. 
He died Saturday of kidney failure, publicist Harlan Boll said. 
Krofft and his brother Sid were puppeteers who broke into television and ended up getting stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Along the way, they brought a trippy sensibility to children's TV and brought singling siblings Donny and Marie Osmond and Barbara Mandrell and her sisters to primetime. 

    


The Osmonds' clean-cut variety show, featuring television's youngest-ever hosts at the time, became a lasting piece of '70s cultural memorabilia, rebooted as a daytime talk show in the 1990s and a Broadway Christmas show in 2010. The Kroffts followed up with "Barbara Mandrell and the Mandrell Sisters," centered on the country music star; it ran from 1980-82.




Like the Osmonds, "H.R. Pufnstuf" proved to have pop culture staying power. Despite totaling just 17 episodes, the surreal show, featuring an island, a witch, a talking flute, a shipwrecked boy and a redheaded, cowboy boot-wearing dragon, came in 27th in a 2007 TV Guide poll ranking of all-time cult favorites. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



More than 45 years after the show's 1969 debut, the title character graced an episode of another Krofft brothers success, "Mutt & Stuff," which ran for multiple seasons on Nickelodeon.
"To make another hit at this time in our lives, I've got to give ourselves a pat on the back," Marty Krofft told The Associated Press ahead of the episode's taping in 2015. 
Even then, he was still contending with another of the enduring features of "H.R. Pufnstuf" -- speculation that it, well, betokened a certain '60s commitment to altering consciousness. Krofft rebuffed that notion: "If we did the drugs everybody thought we did, we'd be dead today," he said, adding, "You cannot work stoned."

    


Born in Montreal on April 9, 1937, Krofft got into entertainment via puppetry. He and his brother Sid put together a risque, cabaret-inspired puppet show called "Les Poupees de Paris" in 1960, and its traveling success led to jobs creating puppet shows for amusement parks. The Kroffts eventually opened their own, the short-lived World of Sid & Marty Krofft, in Atlanta in the 1970s.
They first made their mark in television with "H.R. Pufnstuf," which spawned the 1970 feature film "Pufnstuf." Many more shows for various audiences followed, including "Land of the Lost"; "Electra Woman and Dyna Girl"; "Pryor's Place," with comedian Richard Pryor; and "D.C. Follies," in which puppets gave a satirical take on politics and the news. 
The pair were honored with a Daytime Emmy for lifetime achievement in 2018. They got their Walk of Fame star two years later. 
Sid Krofft said on Instagram that he was heartbroken by his younger brother's death, telling fans, "All of you meant the world to him."
While other producers might have contented themselves with their achievements far earlier, Marty Krofft indicated to The AP in 2015 that he no had interest in stepping back from show business. 
"What am I gonna do -- retire and watch daytime television and be dead in a month?" he asked.
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US closes border crossing to vehicles and limits traffic at another in response to illegal entries

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Retired schoolteacher Tom Wingo, of Samaritans Without Borders, walks on the Roosevelt Easement picking up trash along the border fence as a U.S. Customs and Border Patrol agent patrols the area, Aug. 29, 2023, in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument near Lukeville, Ariz. On Monday, Nov. 27, Customs and Border Protection said it was closing one of two bridges to vehicles in Eagle Pass, Texas, a town of about 30,000 people that, for a while last year, was the busiest corridor for illegal crossings. It is also reducing vehicle entries in Lukeville, a remote desert crossing that has become a major migration route in recent months. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A family of five claiming to be from Guatemala and a man stating he was from Peru, in pink shirt, walk through the desert after crossing the border wall in the Tucson Sector of the U.S.-Mexico border, Aug. 29, 2023, in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument near Lukeville, Ariz. On Monday, Nov. 27, Customs and Border Protection said it was closing one of two bridges to vehicles in Eagle Pass, Texas, a town of about 30,000 people that, for a while last year, was the busiest corridor for illegal crossings. It is also reducing vehicle entries in Lukeville, a remote desert crossing that has become a major migration route in recent months. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - A family of five claiming to be from Guatemala and a man stating he was from Peru, in pink shirt, walk through the desert after crossing the border wall in the Tucson Sector of the U.S.-Mexico border, Aug. 29, 2023, in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument near Lukeville, Ariz. On Monday, Nov. 27, Customs and Border Protection said it was closing one of two bridges to vehicles in Eagle Pass, Texas, a town of about 30,000 people that, for a while last year, was the busiest corridor for illegal crossings. It is also reducing vehicle entries in Lukeville, a remote desert crossing that has become a major migration route in recent months. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        US closes border crossing to vehicles and limits traffic at another in response to illegal entries

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Retired schoolteacher Tom Wingo, of Samaritans Without Borders, walks on the Roosevelt Easement picking up trash along the border fence as a U.S. Customs and Border Patrol agent patrols the area, Aug. 29, 2023, in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument near Lukeville, Ariz. On Monday, Nov. 27, Customs and Border Protection said it was closing one of two bridges to vehicles in Eagle Pass, Texas, a town of about 30,000 people that, for a while last year, was the busiest corridor for illegal crossings. It is also reducing vehicle entries in Lukeville, a remote desert crossing that has become a major migration route in recent months. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A Texas border crossing was closed to vehicles Monday, and traffic at an Arizona crossing was limited to shift more resources to illegal entries, U.S. authorities said in the latest sign of how fast-changing migration routes are challenging the government to keep up.
Customs and Border Protection said it was closing one of two bridges to vehicles in Eagle Pass, Texas, a town of about 30,000 people that, for a while last year, was the busiest corridor for illegal crossings. The agency is also reducing vehicle entries in Lukeville, Arizona, a remote desert crossing that has become a major migration route in recent months.
"The U.S. is continuing to see increased levels of migrant encounters at the Southwest Border, fueled by smugglers peddling disinformation to prey on vulnerable individuals and encourage migration," Customs and Border Protection said in a statement. "As we respond with additional resources and apply consequences for unlawful entry, the migration trends shift as well.

    


Lukeville lies in the Border Patrol's Tucson sector, which was the busiest of nine along the U.S.-Mexico border by far in October.




John Modlin, the sector chief, said Sunday that all sector social media accounts would be temporarily reduced in response to "the ongoing migration surge."

    
    


    

    
        
    



"At this time, all available personnel are needed to address the unprecedented flow," Modlin wrote on X, the platform formerly called Twitter. "The social media team will return once the situation permits."
He returned a short time later to apologize for the "hastily written statement" and pledged transparency.
Staffing cuts to legal trade and travel are the latest response to demands for processing people who cross the border illegally, often to seek asylum. A major pedestrian crossing in San Diego was closed for weeks starting in September as authorities turned more attention to people who entered the country without permission.
While arrests for illegal crossing fell in October, September was the second-highest month on record.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/texas-border-crossing-closed-arizona-limited-d8ef706cc9b681c94206bcc14db3eb39
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Sandy Hook families offer to settle Alex Jones' $1.5 billion legal debt for a minimum of $85 million

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Infowars founder Alex Jones appears in court to testify during the Sandy Hook defamation damages trial at Connecticut Superior Court, Sept. 22, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool, File)]
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    [image: FILE - The lawyers representing the families of the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary speak to the media after jurors returned their judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, Oct. 12, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - The lawyers representing the families of the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary speak to the media after jurors returned their judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, Oct. 12, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Sandy Hook families offer to settle Alex Jones' $1.5 billion legal debt for a minimum of $85 million

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Infowars founder Alex Jones appears in court to testify during the Sandy Hook defamation damages trial at Connecticut Superior Court, Sept. 22, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Infowars founder Alex Jones appears in court to testify during the Sandy Hook defamation damages trial at Connecticut Superior Court, Sept. 22, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - Infowars founder Alex Jones appears in court to testify during the Sandy Hook defamation damages trial at Connecticut Superior Court, Sept. 22, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - The lawyers representing the families of the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary speak to the media after jurors returned their judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, Oct. 12, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - The lawyers representing the families of the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary speak to the media after jurors returned their judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, Oct. 12, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - The lawyers representing the families of the victims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary speak to the media after jurors returned their judgement in the defamation trial against Alex Jones, Oct. 12, 2022, in Waterbury, Conn. Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DAVE COLLINS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Sandy Hook families who won nearly $1.5 billion in legal judgments against conspiracy theorist Alex Jones for calling the 2012 Connecticut school shooting a hoax have offered to settle that debt for only pennies on the dollar -- at least $85 million over 10 years.
The offer was made in Jones' personal bankruptcy case in Houston last week. In a legal filing, lawyers for the families said they believed the proposal was a viable way to help resolve the bankruptcy reorganization cases of both Jones and his company, Free Speech Systems.
But in the sharply worded document, the attorneys continued to accuse the Infowars host of failing to curb his personal spending and "extravagant lifestyle," failing to preserve the value of his holdings, refusing to sell assets and failing to produce certain financial documents.

    


"Jones has failed in every way to serve as the fiduciary mandated by the Bankruptcy Code in exchange for the breathing spell he has enjoyed for almost a year. His time is up," lawyers for the Sandy Hook families wrote. 




The families' lawyers offered Jones two options: either liquidate his estate and give the proceeds to creditors, or pay them at least $8.5 million a year for 10 years -- plus 50% of any income over $9 million per year.

    
    


    

    
        
    



During a court hearing in Houston, Jones' personal bankruptcy lawyer, Vickie Driver, suggested Monday that the $85 million, 10-year settlement offer was too high and unrealistic for Jones to pay. 
"There are no financials that will ever show that Mr. Jones ever made that ... in 10 years," she said.
In a new bankruptcy plan filed on Nov. 18, Free Speech Systems said it could afford to pay creditors about $4 million a year, down from an estimate earlier this year of $7 million to $10 million annually. The company said it expected to make about $19.2 million next year from selling the dietary supplements, clothing and other merchandise Jones promotes on his shows, while operating expenses including salaries would total about $14.3 million.

    


Personally, Jones listed about $13 million in total assets in his most recent financial statements filed with the bankruptcy court, including about $856,000 in various bank accounts.
Under the bankruptcy case orders, Jones had been receiving a salary of $20,000 every two weeks, or $520,000 a year. But this month, a court-appointed restructuring officer upped Jones' pay to about $57,700 biweekly, or $1.5 million a year, saying he has been "grossly" underpaid for how vital he is to the media company.
Bankruptcy Judge Christopher Lopez on Monday rejected the $1.5 million salary, saying the pay raise didn't appear to have been made properly under bankruptcy laws and a hearing needed to be held.
If Jones doesn't accept the families' offer, Lopez would determine how much he would pay the families and other creditors.
After 20 children and six educators were killed by a gunman at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012, Jones repeatedly said on his show that the shooting never happened and was staged in an effort to tighten gun laws.

    


Relatives, of many but not all, of the Sandy Hook victims sued Jones in Connecticut and Texas, winning nearly $1.5 billion in judgments against him. In October, Lopez ruled that Jones could not use bankruptcy protection to avoid paying more than $1.1 billon of that debt.
Relatives of the school shooting victims testified at the trials about being harassed and threatened by Jones' believers, who sent threats and even confronted the grieving families in person, accusing them of being "crisis actors" whose children never existed.
Jones is appealing the judgments, saying he didn't get fair trials and his speech was protected by the First Amendment.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alex-jones-bankruptcy-sandy-hook-shooting-infowars-4d3323728cf2d5f8da36ae0d2fd3994a
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Michigan police chase 12-year-old boy operating stolen forklift
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                                        ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Police in Michigan have arrested a 12-year-old boy who they said led them on a chase in a stolen forklift. 
Police were called to Forsyth Middle School at about 6:45 p.m. Saturday on a report of a stolen forklift, MLive.com reported. Officers found the forklift heading south through the city and gave chase at speeds between 15 and 20 mph (24 and 32 kph). 
The driver, later identified as a 12-year-old Ann Arbor boy, finally stopped the forklift and was taken into custody at about 8 p.m. 
Police later discovered the forklift had been left unlocked with a key hidden in the cab.
No one was hurt in the incident. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stolen-forklift-boy-police-chase-ann-arbor-3e05d54bba0755e804ab8493836ec017
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Failed wheel bearing caused Kentucky train derailment but didn't trigger alarms beforehand, CSX says

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Rail operator CSX says that a chemical fire at a Kentucky train derailment that caused evacuations has been extinguished and residents can return to their homes. (Nov.23)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    7
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Emergency responders work at the scene of a derailment of a CSX train north of Livingston, Ky., on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. Two of the railcars were carrying molten sulfur and at least one of them was breached, causing a fire that burned until Thursday. (WTVQ via AP Photo.)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Emergency responders work at the scene of a derailment of a CSX train north of Livingston, Ky., on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. Two of the railcars were carrying molten sulfur and at least one of them was breached, causing a fire that burned until Thursday. (WTVQ via AP Photo.)
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    [image: Rockcastle County Judge Executive Howell Holbrook speaks during a press conference at Rockcastle Middle School in Mt. Vernon, Ky., on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. Holbrook described the cleanup process underway after the derailment of a CSX train north of Livingston Wednesday. Two of the railcars were carrying molten sulfur and at least one of them was breached, causing a fire that burned until Thursday. (Ryan C. Hermens/Lexington Herald-Leader via AP)]
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    [image: This image taken from video and provided by WTVQ shows people helping arrange cots at Rockcastle Middle School, being used as an evacuation center, in Mt Vernon, Ky., Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. People were evacuated from a nearby town after a CSX train derailed Wednesday near Livingston, a remote town with about 200 people in Rockcastle County. CSX says two of the 16 cars that derailed carried molten sulfur, which caught fire after the cars were breached. (WTVQ via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | This image taken from video and provided by WTVQ shows people helping arrange cots at Rockcastle Middle School, being used as an evacuation center, in Mt Vernon, Ky., Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. People were evacuated from a nearby town after a CSX train derailed Wednesday near Livingston, a remote town with about 200 people in Rockcastle County. CSX says two of the 16 cars that derailed carried molten sulfur, which caught fire after the cars were breached. (WTVQ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
This image taken from video and provided by WTVQ shows people helping arrange cots at Rockcastle Middle School, being used as an evacuation center, in Mt Vernon, Ky., Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. People were evacuated from a nearby town after a CSX train derailed Wednesday near Livingston, a remote town with about 200 people in Rockcastle County. CSX says two of the 16 cars that derailed carried molten sulfur, which caught fire after the cars were breached. (WTVQ via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: This image taken from video and provided by WTVQ shows people sitting at a table at Rockcastle Middle School being used as an evacuation center in Mt Vernon, Ky., Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023. People were evacuated from a nearby town after a CSX train derailed Wednesday near Livingston, a remote town with about 200 people in Rockcastle County. CSX says two of the 16 cars that derailed carried molten sulfur, which caught fire after the cars were breached. (WTVQ via AP)]
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- A failed wheel bearing on a train car caused a derailment that sparked a chemical fire and forced residents of a small town in Kentucky out of their homes for just over a day, including most of Thanksgiving, according to CSX railroad. 
The accident happened Wednesday afternoon just north of Livingston. A spokesman for the railroad said Monday that crews were able to restore the tracks over the weekend and trains resumed running through the area before midday Sunday. All 16 railcars involved in the derailment have been removed from the site, and crews removed the spilled chemical and 2,500 tons of impacted soil and replaced it with clean material, CSX said. 
The CSX train derailed around 2:30 p.m. near the remote town with about 200 people in Rockcastle County. Residents were encouraged to evacuate just a day before the Thanksgiving holiday before being cleared to return to their homes late Thursday afternoon. 

    


Two of the 16 cars that derailed carried molten sulfur, which caught fire after the cars were breached. No other hazardous materials were released. A spokesman for the Federal Railroad Administration said the investigation is ongoing and the agency doesn't typically release any preliminary findings.




State officials monitored the air after the derailment for traces of hydrogen sulfide and sulfur dioxide, but there had been no detection of those substances at the derailment site or the nearby town of Livingston since Thursday morning. The fire was extinguished at the site just after noon on Thursday, and officials said that it was safe for residents to return home. The railroad's Bryan Tucker said no sulfur dioxide had been detected in the area since the fire was put out.

    
    


    

    
        
    



According to the Environmental Protection Agency website, sulfur dioxide can cause respiratory problems, depending on the concentration and length of exposure. 
Tucker said the bearing that failed didn't get hot enough to trigger an alarm from the last one of the railroad's trackside detectors that the train passed, so the crew didn't get any warning before the derailment. A wheel bearing has to be at least 170 degrees hotter than the ambient temperature to trigger an alarm. 
The train traveled about 21 miles after the last detector and was two miles away from the next one along the tracks. Across all of CSX's networks in the eastern United States, those detectors are an average of 14.9 miles apart, but on less-traveled tracks that don't include passenger traffic the detectors can be farther apart. Tucker said that was the case here.

    


Those trackside detectors that railroads rely on to help spot defects before they can cause derailments received a lot of attention earlier this year after an overheating wheel bearing caused a fiery derailment on a different railroad in eastern Ohio in February. In that Norfolk Southern derailment, the crew did get a warning but it didn't come soon enough for them to be able to stop the train before it derailed in East Palestine.
That derailment and several others since put the spotlight on railroad safety nationwide, but the reforms proposed afterward have largely stalled in Congress, and regulators have also made little progress.
CSX said it was thankful to Rockcastle County authorities who helped respond to the incident and to community members and local businesses that helped affected residents and assisted the company in serving Thanksgiving dinners for the community.
"CSX apologizes for the inconvenience this incident caused the local community and is appreciative for everyone's patience throughout the recovery effort," the railroad said in a statement.
CSX worked with two local restaurants to provide a Thanksgiving meal at a local church around midday Thursday and delivered holiday meals to the people working at a middle school shelter for residents. The railroad also provided any necessary supplies from a Dollar Tree store in the area free of cost.

    


Tucker said that about 400 households, which each likely include several people, have applied for reimbursement so far from the railroad for costs related to the derailment.
___
Funk contributed to this report from Omaha, Nebraska.
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Man, 23, charged with murder in shooting deaths of 2 men, 1 woman at New Jersey residence
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                                        SOUTH PLAINFIELD, N.J. (AP) -- A man has been charged with murder in the shooting deaths of three people in a New Jersey residence.
Officers were called to a South Plainfield home at about 9 a.m. Monday after a report of gunfire and found two men and a woman shot, Middlesex County prosecutors and South Plainfield police said. 
One man, Dilipkumar Brahmbhatt, 72, and the woman, Bindu Brahmbhatt, 72, were pronounced dead at the scene, authorities said. The other man, Yashkumar Brahmbhatt, 38, was taken to a hospital with multiple gunshot wounds and was pronounced dead there, authorities said.

    


Another man, Om Brahmbhatt, 23, who resided with the victims and was at the residence when authorities arrived, was later charged with three counts of first-degree murder and three counts of second-degree possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, authorities said.
He was taken to the Middlesex County Adult Correctional Center pending a pre-trial detention hearing; it wasn't immediately clear whether he had an attorney and a listed number for him couldn't be found. 
Authorities didn't immediately specify the relationship between the suspect and the victims or any alleged motive for the shooting. 
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More allegations emerge about former Missouri police officer charged with assaulting arrestees
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Authorities allege that a former suburban St. Louis police officer who is charged with sexually assaulting several arrestees also covertly took photos of people in public bathrooms.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reports that 34-year-old Marcellis Blackwell, of St. Louis, is not charged with the latest allegation. But federal prosecutors discussed the covert photographing allegation Monday in seeking to have him remain jailed until his trial. 
Blackwell had worked for the North County Police Cooperative, which polices eight small municipalities, for just over a year when he was charged with taking some people he arrested to isolated areas before he turned off his body camera and abused them.

    


He faces 16 counts of deprivation of rights and five counts of altering records in a federal investigation. He was also charged in St. Louis County with arresting and sexually assaulting a handcuffed man near Normandy High School.
His lawyer argues that Blackwell has no criminal history and has an incentive to show up to court dates because he has family in the St. Louis region.
Prosecutors countered that Blackwell poses a safety concern if released. They alleged that he recorded men at urinals or in stalls from under a wall of an adjacent stall. They said some of those photos were taken while he was on duty as a police officer. 
Blackwell also photographed about 120 personal IDs, mainly driver's licenses, and kept them on his phone along with pictures of several Normandy High School student ID cards, federal prosecutors said. 
A judge will rule at a later date if Blackwell should stay in jail until trial. 
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Woman shocked with Taser while on ground is suing police officer and chief for not reporting it
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- A woman who was shocked in the back with a Taser while lying on the ground in Pueblo, Colorado, last year is suing the police officer who stunned her and the city's police chief, accusing the police department of failing to report excessive force by the officer to state regulators.
The federal lawsuit filed Sunday by Cristy Gonzales, who was suspected of stealing a vehicle, says the police department found Cpl. Bennie Villanueva used excessive force against Gonzales and another person several weeks later. However, it says the agency withheld the information from a state board which oversees who is qualified to serve in law enforcement. If it had been reported, Villanueva would have lost his certification to work as a police officer for at least a year, the lawsuit said.
Gonzales was suspected of stealing a truck in February 2022, and didn't stop for Villanueva, according to a police investigation. Eventually the vehicle ran out of gas, according to the lawsuit. 

    


After she got out of the truck, Villanueva pulled up and ordered her to get onto the ground, according to body camera footage released by Gonzales' lawyer. After another officer grabbed one of her arms, she got down on her knees and then appeared to be pushed to the ground, when Villanueva deployed his Taser into her back. 




According to the lawsuit, Gonzales was hit with two probes in the small of her back near her spine. It says she continues to have numbness and difficulty using her right hand since the Taser was used on her. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Telephone messages left for Pueblo police Chief Chris Noeller and the city's police union were not immediately returned Monday. Villanueva could not immediately be located for comment. 
After seeing the video of Gonzales' arrest, the assistant district attorney prosecuting the vehicle theft filed an excessive force complaint, prompting an internal police investigation, according to the lawsuit. After the investigation, Noeller issued a letter of reprimand against Villanueva for his conduct in the Gonzales case as well as for violating department policies in two other cases. 
In the letter, provided by Gonzales' lawyer, Kevin Mehr, Noeller said Villanueva appeared to use the Taser on Gonzales "for no apparent reason." However, he also said that the use of the Taser appeared to be "a result of your reaction to a highly stressful call for service after having been away from patrol duty work for several years." 

    


In a second case, Noeller said Villanueva deployed his Taser on a suspect a second time apparently accidentally while attempting to issue a "warning arc" to get the suspect to comply. In a third case cited in the letter, Villanueva threatened to use a Taser on a suspect in custody who was not cooperating with medical personnel but he did not end up deploying it. 
Each year, police departments are required to report to Colorado's Peace Officer Standards and Training board whether their officers have had an "disqualifying incidents", including a finding of excessive force, that would disqualify them from being certified to work as police officers in the state, according to the lawsuit. It claims the Pueblo Police Department did not report any such incidents for any of its officers in 2022.
"The Pueblo Police Department lied to the POST board, just plain and simple," Mehr said. 
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Oshkosh and Dutch firms awarded a $342 million contract to produce equipment trailers for US Army
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                                        OSHKOSH, Wis. (AP) -- An Oshkosh-based company and a Dutch firm have been awarded a $342 million contract to produce equipment trailers for the U.S. Army. 
Oshkosh Defense announced Monday that it will partner with Broshuis, B.V., to produce an estimated 557 Medium Equipment Trailers. The six-axle trailer and its tractor can transport military equipment weighing up to 60 tons. 
The five-year contract includes an option for two additional years. 
The Army awarded Oshkosh Defense a $263.2 million contract last year to produce an estimated 466 heavy equipment trailers, which can transport up to 90 tons of equipment. 
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Tribal police officer arrested in connection to a hit-and-run accident in Arizona
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                                        WHITERIVER, Ariz. (AP) -- A White Mountain Apache Police officer has been arrested in connection to a fatal hit-and-run accident in northeastern Arizona, authorities said Monday.
Officer Josh Anderson was arrested Friday evening by fellow tribal officers at his home in Whitewater on the Fort Apache reservation following last week's crash, according to the Navajo County Sheriff's office, which released the information on behalf of the White Mountain Apache Police. Anderson resigned immediately after his arrest. 
The sheriff's office said Iris Billy was walking when he was struck by a vehicle that fled the scene early Thursday on state Route 73. The statement did not provide Billy's age or other details. 

    


Tribal police soon determined that Anderson's patrol car had damage consistent with a collision with a pedestrian. He was booked into the White Apache Adult Detention. He could be charged with death caused by a vehicle and leaving the scene of a fatality collision, according to officials.
It was unknown whether Anderson had an attorney or anyone else who could speak for him. The tribal police department referred questions about his legal representation to the sheriff's office, which did not immediately return an email and a phone call. 
The White Mountain Apache Police Department turned the case over to the FBI, which will investigate. The U.S. Attorney's Office will later review the findings and decide on any formal charges. 
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New York's cannabis board votes to settle lawsuits that have stalled legal dispensaries

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Marijuana plants are seen at a growing facility in Washington County, N.Y., May 12, 2023. New York cannabis regulators on Monday, Nov. 27, approved a deal to settle lawsuits that have blocked recreational marijuana shops from opening, as officials move to restart the state's troubled legal market. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York cannabis regulators approved a deal on Monday to settle lawsuits that have blocked recreational marijuana dispensaries from opening, as officials move to restart the state's troubled legal market. 
The settlement still needs a judge's approval before it can take effect. The state's Cannabis Control Board did not immediately release the terms of the settlement.
The deal would lift a court order that has blocked the state from processing or issuing retail marijuana licenses since August, following lawsuits over rules that promised many of the first licenses to people with past drug convictions. 

    


New York's retail marijuana market has been in disarray since sales began almost a year ago. Bureaucratic problems and lawsuits have allowed only about two-dozen legal shops to open, while farmers sit on a glut of crops and an ever-growing black market of storefronts fill the void. 




The New York State Cannabis Control Board said more than 400 provisional retail licensees will be able to move forward with their stores if the settlement is approved by a judge. Regulators also recently opened up a general application window to grow, process, distribute or sell marijuana, expecting to issue more than 1,000 new licenses in a bid to kickstart the market. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



The lawsuits -- one of them filed by a group of four military veterans and the other by a coalition that included large medical marijuana companies -- challenged state rules that allowed people with drug convictions to open the first dispensaries. 
Last summer, state Supreme Court Justice Kevin Bryant blocked the state's licensing program from moving forward. He ruled that regulators improperly limited the first round of licenses to people with past convictions rather than a wider group of so-called social equity applicants included in the original law that legalized marijuana. 
A representative for the group of veterans declined to comment on Monday. An attorney for the coalition of medical marijuana companies did not return an emailed request for comment. 
The settlement vote came during an emergency hearing in New York City.
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Women falls to death down a well shaft hidden below rotting floorboards in a South Carolina home
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                                        SALEM, S.C. (AP) -- An 83-year-old woman who died when she fell through rotting floorboards in a century-old South Carolina house and down a well shaft the owner didn't know was there, authorities said.
It took rescuers nearly four hours Sunday to get the women's body out of the nearly 50-foot (15-meter) deep hole, Oconee County Coroner Karl Addis said in a statement.
The woman was helping her daughter pack up and move from the house in Salem, which according to property records was built in 1920, Addis said.

    


As she walked across the kitchen floor, part of it collapsed. The woman's daughter searched for her in the crawlspace under the house and couldn't find her, according to a police report.
Firefighters finally were able to find the woman and bring her bock back to the surface, said the coroner, who determined she died from injuries from the fall.
Addis declared the death an accident and said he has never seen a death like this in his 31 years as coroner in Oconee County, which is about 40 miles (64 kilometers) west of Greenville.
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Roommates sue Maryland county over death of pet dog shot by police

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Erika Erazo, Erica Umana, Dayri Amaya and Brandon Cuevas pose for a photo on Sept. 5, 2021, in Landover Hills, Md. The four filed a federal lawsuit on Nov. 27, 2023, that accuses police officers of illegally entering their Maryland apartment without a warrant, detaining roommates and unnecessarily shooting their pet dog, which was left paralyzed and ultimately euthanized. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)/The Washington Post via AP)]
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                                        Roommates who sued a Maryland county Monday claim police officers illegally entered their apartment without a warrant, detained them at gunpoint without justification and unnecessarily shot their pet dog, which was left paralyzed and ultimately euthanized.
The dog, a boxer mix named Hennessey, did not attack the three officers who entered the apartment before two of them shot the animal with their firearms and the third fired a stun gun at it, according to the federal lawsuit.
The lawsuit seeks at least $16 million in damages over the June, 2, 2021, encounter, which started with Prince George's County police officers responding to a report of a dog bite at an apartment complex where the four plaintiffs lived. What happened next was captured on police body camera video and video from a plaintiff's cellphone.

    


Two officers went to the plaintiffs' apartment to look for the dogs reportedly involved in the biting incident. A maintenance worker gave police a master key to enter the apartment after nobody answered their knocks. The third officer arrived as the other officers entered the apartment with their guns drawn.




Two of the plaintiffs were in their bedroom when the officers entered. One of them yelled through the door that police had no right to be there, but one of the officers said they did not need a warrant because they had "probable cause," according to the suit.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The lawsuit claims the officers panicked and fired their weapons at the dog after it followed one of the plaintiffs out of the bedroom and approached its primary owner, Erica Umana.
After the shooting, the officers handcuffed the roommates and left them in police vehicles for roughly one hour before releasing them from custody.
The plaintiffs -- Umana, Erika Erazo Sanchez, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas -- are suing the county and the three officers.

    


Umana told the Washington Post in 2021 that she had pleaded for somebody to help her wounded dog.
"I was just begging them, begging them," Umana said. "They just had no remorse."
The county offered to compensate Umana for her veterinary bills if she agreed to refrain from publicly speaking about the shooting, but she rejected the offer, according to her lawsuit.
Police and county officials did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the lawsuit's allegations.
"This lawsuit is yet another tragically foreseeable outcome of a failed and biased system of policing in Prince George's County, to which County leadership has continually turned a blind eye," the suit says.

    


The suit says the three officers were placed on paid administrative leave while the department investigated the incident. A department investigator accused two of the officers of "conduct unbecoming an officer" for entering the apartment without a warrant, but the third officer was cleared of wrongdoing, the suit says.
The suit accuses the officers of using excessive force, falsely arresting the plaintiffs and violating their constitutional rights against unreasonable searches and seizures.
William "Billy" Murphy Jr., a lawyer for the roommates, represented the family of Freddie Gray, a Black man whose death in police custody in 2015 led to riots and protests in the city of Baltimore. Murphy said the Prince George's County police officers sued Monday engaged in "outrageously flagrant misconduct."
"For this to be happening in 2021 blows the mind," Murphy said. "It is in the DNA of the founding of America that you can't do this. You can't get a key to somebody's house and just walk in there without getting a search warrant."
The suit claims there has been a decades-long pattern of police misconduct in Prince George's County, which abuts Washington, D.C. It cites a string of incidents in which county officers have been accused of using excessive force, including the January 2020 killing of an unarmed Black man, William Green.

    


Green was handcuffed in a police car when he was shot and killed by Michael Owen Jr., who wa a 10-year veteran of the police department. Owen was arrested on a murder charge and has a trial starting start this week. The county agreed to a $20 million settlement with Green's family, which also was represented by Murphy's law firm.
Malcolm Ruff, an attorney who also represents the plaintiffs in Monday's lawsuit, said Prince George's County police officers "have no fear of reprimand, and they think that they are going to get away with treating people the way that they did."
"And that's because of the history of how Prince George's County has handled misconduct for decades," Ruff added.
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Stock market today: Wall Street edges lower after the Thanksgiving holiday as winning streak cools

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: File - People huddle outside the New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023 in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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                                        Stocks edged lower in afternoon trading on Wall Street Monday as markets look ahead to updates on inflation and how American consumers are feeling about the economy. 
The S&P 500 fell 0.1%. The benchmark index is coming off a holiday-shortened week in the U.S. and its fourth straight winning week. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 60 points, or 0.2%, to 35,328 as of 1:43 p.m. Eastern. The Nasdaq rose 0.2%.

    


Treasury yields slipped. The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.41% from 4.47%.




Stocks were mostly lower in Asia and mixed in Europe.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Investors have grown cautiously optimistic that inflation has cooled enough for the Federal Reserve to put a definitive end to its aggressive interest rate hikes. Meanwhile, the broader economy has remained strong enough in the face of rising interest rates and inflation to avoid a recession.
Markets have been rallying on that sentiment and the S&P 500 remains on track to close out November as its best month of the year. Investors will get more updates on the economy this week to help either confirm or soften that sentiment.
On Tuesday the Conference Board issues its latest report on consumer confidence, which has remained solid throughout the year. Economists polled by FactSet expect another solid reading for the October report.

    


Crude oil prices fell slightly but remain mostly stable ahead of OPEC's meeting on Thursday. The cartel has maintained tight supplies, though prices have been falling over the last month. Lower energy prices could further ease inflation's squeeze on consumers and help fuel economic growth.
On Thursday, Wall Street will be closely watching the government's October data on the Federal Reserve's preferred measure of inflation. Economists expect that measure to continue easing, as it has been since the middle of 2022.
Investors have put the latest round of surprisingly good corporate earnings behind them, following several disappointing quarters. The main focus through the end of the year will be on the Fed and what it does next.
The Fed has been holding its benchmark interest rate steady at a range of 5.25% to 5.50% since its last quarter-point hike at its July meeting. Wall Street is betting that the rate will remain stable at the central bank's December meeting and into early 2024, according to CME's FedWatch tool. 
Investors are increasingly leaning toward the Fed cutting rates in the middle of 2024 and easing it off its highest level in two decades. The central bank, though, has said it will make upcoming decisions based on the latest economic reports in its ongoing effort to cool inflation without slowing economic growth to the point of a recession.
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Pennsylvania will require patient consent for pelvic exams by medical students
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- A new Pennsylvania law will require doctors to get a patient's verbal and written consent before medical students can perform pelvic or rectal exams on someone who receives anesthesia. 
At a press conference Monday, supporters touted the recently enacted legislation, which goes into effect in January.
Tracking how often medical students are asked to perform pelvic, rectal or prostate exams on anesthetized patients is difficult, but concern about the procedures has led to a broad national effort to require informed consent for the procedures. At least 20 states have similar measures, with Colorado advancing some of the most extensive legislation so far. 

    


Often, patient paperwork contains broad consent for a range of procedures that might be medically necessary while someone is anesthetized. But the documents can also include consent for educational purposes, allowing students to conduct medically unnecessary exams as part of their training.




Some doctors have called the legislative effort governmental overreach that will diminish trust. Supporters say the laws increase transparency and protect medical students from being made to conduct exams without informed consent. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"If a coherent person declines a pelvic, prostate or rectal exam, one would not be performed. Their response would not be open to interpretation," said Rep. Liz Hanbidge, D-Montgomery, a primary sponsor of the Pennsylvania legislation. "Unconscious persons should never be viewed as merely an object for learning."
South Philadelphia resident Keren Sofer approached her legislator in 2019 after she believed an exam was performed on her without consent.
"Every single person, every time I shared my experience, were shocked because they too thought that being treated with dignity, respect and transparency in a medical facility -- and especially when under anesthesia -- was a given," she said Monday.
The law will impose at least a $1,000 penalty for violations by health care providers. If a student in a training program conducts an exam without consent, the health care provider will be held liable, according to the legislation.
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Michigan State Police places Flint post command staff on leave pending internal investigation
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                                        FLINT, Mich. (AP) -- Officials with the Michigan State Police have placed the Flint post's entire command staff on administrative leave pending an internal investigation. 
MSP spokesperson Shannon Banner said in a statement that First Lt. Yvonne Brantley, Lt. Michael Philipps and Lt. Thomas Dhooghe were all placed on leave on Wednesday, leaving Third District Assistant Commander Insp. Stephen Sipes in temporary command of the post. Banner said the three commanders were placed on leave in connection with an internal investigation into the promotion process. 
Banner did not elaborate in the statement. Asked by The Associated Press for additional details in an email Monday afternoon, she declined comment citing the pending investigation. 
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2 men exonerated for 1990s NYC murders after reinvestigations find unreliable witness testimony
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Two men who served decades in prison for separate murders in New York City were exonerated on Monday after reinvestigations found that they had been convicted based on unreliable witness testimony.
Jabar Walker, 49, walked free after he was cleared of a 1995 double murder. He had been serving 25 years to life for the crime.
Wayne Gardine, also 49 and convicted of a 1994 murder, was exonerated after being paroled last year. But he has also been accused of entering the United States illegally as a teenager and is now in immigration detention facing possible deportation to his native Jamaica.

    


Both crimes took place eight blocks apart in Harlem, and both convictions were vacated after defense lawyers worked with the Manhattan district attorney's office's conviction review unit to clear the men's names.




Walker, who was represented by the Innocence Project, was 20 years old when he was arrested for the shooting deaths of Ismael De La Cruz and William Santana Guzman.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The new investigation of Walker's case found that police had pressured a witness to incriminate Walker by implying that they would charge him with the shootings if he did not cooperate. The witness later recanted his testimony.
Another witness who said she had seen the shootings had received monetary benefits from the district attorney's office, which was not disclosed to Walker's defense, according to the Innocence Project.
"Mr. Walker received a sentence that could have kept him in prison for his entire life," District Attorney Alvin Bragg said in a statement. "I am thrilled that he can now finally return home and thank the Innocence Project for its steadfast advocacy throughout this matter."

    


Walker entered a Manhattan courtroom in handcuffs on Monday and left a free man. The New York Times reported that Walker silently mouthed, "I made it," when Justice Miriam R. Best vacated his conviction.
Gardine was 20 when he was arrested for the fatal shooting of Robert Mickens, who was shot nearly a dozen times.
His conviction was vacated after the reinvestigation from the district attorney's office and the Legal Aid Society found that the single eyewitness who testified at trial had pinned the killing on Gardine to please his own drug boss, who was friends with the victim.
"Unjust convictions are the height of injustice and while we can never completely undo the pain he has experienced, I hope this is the first step in allowing Mr. Gardine to rebuild his life and reunite with his loved ones," Bragg said.
Gardine was paroled last year after a total of 29 years behind bars but is now in immigration detention in upstate New York and facing possible deportation.
Gardine's attorney with the Legal Aid Society, Lou Fox, said Gardine denies entering the country illegally and should be released.
"We are elated that Mr. Gardine will finally have his name cleared of this conviction that has haunted him for nearly three decades, yet he is still not a free man and faces additional and unwarranted punishment if deported," Fox said in a statement.
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Texas CEO and his 2 children were among 4 killed in wreck before Thanksgiving
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                                        ROUND MOUNTAIN, Texas (AP) -- The CEO of a construction company and his two young children were among four people killed the day before Thanksgiving in a three-vehicle crash that was still being investigated Monday.
Zach Muckleroy, 44, head of Fort Worth-based Muckleroy & Falls, died in the Nov. 22 crash about 45 miles (72 kilometers) west of Austin along with his 12-year-old son Judson and 9-year-old daughter Lindsay, according to media reports.
University Christian Church in Fort Worth said in a message to members that Muckleroy's wife, Lauren, survived the accident and was airlifted to an Austin hospital, according to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.

    


Hundreds of people attended a vigil at the church Friday night, according to WFAA-TV.




A Facebook post from Muckleroy & Falls said Zach Muckleroy "treasured his family." 

    
    


    

    
        
    



"Zach had a charisma about him and the uncanny ability to light up any room he walked into," the company said in the post. 
The Texas Department of Public Safety has not yet released the names of those killed in the Nov. 22 crash. DPS said a truck traveling northbound on U.S. 281 crossed into the southbound lanes and struck an SUV driven by a woman with a man and two children as passengers. A car driven by a woman traveling behind the SUV then struck the SUV and rolled.
DPS said the male passenger and two juveniles in the SUV were pronounced dead at the scene. The driver of the truck was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead. DPS said on Monday that it wasn't yet known why the truck crossed into oncoming traffic.
In 2020, Zach Muckleroy took over as CEO of the company founded by his father. Muckleroy, who graduated from TCU in Fort Worth with a degree in accounting and finance, was a walk-on for the school's football team in 1998, according to the Star-Telegram.
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1 student killed, 1 hospitalized in stabbing at North Carolina high school
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A stabbing at a North Carolina high school on Monday left one student dead and another hospitalized, officials said.
The stabbing happened during a morning fight in the gym at Southeast Raleigh High School, news outlets reported. 
A juvenile suspect was in custody, but it wasn't clear if the youth attended the school, Raleigh Police Chief Estella Patterson said.

    


Officials haven't released the name of the student who died. Another student remained in the hospital with injuries that weren't life-threatening, Patterson said.
Schools should be a safe haven for students and staff, Wake County Superintendent Robert Taylor told news outlets during a during an afternoon news conference with Patterson.
"In the aftermath of today's tragedy, we will review all of our safety processes and protocols," he said.
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Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - A Utah Food Bank volunteer carries groceries for the needy at a mobile food pantry distribution site Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, in Salt Lake City. Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual as nonprofits and industry groups say donations so far are down compared with previous years. Many organizations will be looking to make up the difference on GivingTuesday, which is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A cyclist rides past the headquarters for United Way of King County in downtown Seattle, June 16, 2020. Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual as nonprofits and industry groups say donations so far are down compared with previous years. Many organizations will be looking to make up the difference on GivingTuesday, which is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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    [image: FILE - A pallet of food awaits processing as volunteers work in the background to label cans of beans for redistribution at Roadrunner Food Bank in Albuquerque, N.M., Thursday, May 7, 2020. Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual as nonprofits and industry groups say donations so far are down compared with previous years. Many organizations will be looking to make up the difference on GivingTuesday, which is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Sgt. Kevin Fowler organizes food at a food bank distribution by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, Thursday, Jan. 7, 2021, in Cleveland. Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual as nonprofits and industry groups say donations so far are down compared with previous years. Many organizations will be looking to make up the difference on GivingTuesday, which is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak File)]
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                                        Supporting nonprofits on GivingTuesday this year could have a bigger impact than usual. Why? Because nonprofits and industry groups say donations so far are down compared with previous years. 
Many organizations will look to make up the difference on GivingTuesday, the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, which started as a hashtag in 2012 and has grown into one of the biggest fundraising dates on the calendar. Many nonprofits will run matching campaigns, meaning a supporter has pledged to double or sometimes triple the donation of other, smaller donors.
Combine that boost with businesses that match employee donations and it can really add up, said Tim Pries, who runs a small production studio in the Bay Area matching employee gifts to nonprofits of up to $1,000. 

    


"It's just kind of exponential, which makes me happy in my heart that a little bit goes a much longer way, especially on that day," Pries said. 




A large amount of charitable giving happens at the end of the calendar year, coinciding with the holidays and the time when some donors will consider the tax benefits of giving. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Large organizations offering donor-advised funds, which are financial vehicles for charitable giving, host webinars and put out reports to encourage their account holders to consider where and how much they want to give while they are gathered with their families before Thanksgiving, said Amy Pirozzolo, head of donor engagement at Fidelity Charitable.
Her organization forecasts grants from their donors will increase compared to last year, saying $9 billion has been granted as of the end of October, before the end-of-year bump which can account for 30% of the total. Last year, some $11.2 billion was granted from its DAF accounts. 
"We are super, super optimistic about what the year-end is going to look like," Pirozzolo said. 

    


The rosy forecast for end-of-year giving from organizations like Fidelity Charitable contrasts with warnings from organizations like the National Council of Nonprofits, which said in an August report that many organizations anticipate falling financial support this year. That would follow the trend of charitable giving in 2022, which dropped for only the fourth time in 40 years. 
Perhaps more concerning for nonprofits, the Giving USA report found fewer people are donating at all, with less than half of Americans giving to charity in 2022 compared with more than two-thirds who gave in 2000.
The trend, though, is different for affluent Americans, whose charitable contributions have made up a larger and larger share of overall donations. The recent 2023 Bank of America Study of Philanthropy found households with a net worth of more than $1 million or annual income of more than $200,000 are still giving 19% more than before the pandemic. 
The bifurcated trends mean many organizations will target their wealthiest supporters, though the harsh reality is that even they may pull back on donations because of larger economic forces, like high interest rates, a dragging stock market and persistent inflation. 
Other nonprofits, though, aim to rally support from the communities they seek to serve, and GivingTuesday can help with that. Board member Natasha Andrews, of LIVE; Indiana, a nonprofit in Fort Wayne, which focuses on suicide prevention among young people, said they've been preparing for months for GivingTuesday and will launch social media campaigns and reach out to former donors by email. 

    


"We like to really bring out a lot of the statistics at that time," she said. "A lot of the information to really, truly educate people on why it's important to give their money to our organizations."
But they also run regular events throughout the year to raise their profile as a place where teenagers can seek help and to spread awareness of emergency resources, she said. 
Ciara Coleman, who works for a large philanthropic foundation, approached the fundraising problem from the angle of a donor when she started a giving circle in New Orleans to support women and girls in her city. Her professional experience had taught her that too often, decision-makers in philanthropy overlooked her community.
"I gathered nine of my friends at the time and just had this conversation about reshaping philanthropy because I was frustrated with the roles being dominated by white men," Coleman said. Since it was founded in 2021, the giving circle, Geaux Girl Giving, has donated $50,000 to 30 organizations in grants that range from $1,000 to $5,000. 
She and the other members also volunteer, serve as mentors and open their networks to their grantees and the people those organizations serve, which she sees as embodying the original, Greek meaning of the word philanthropy. That is, "the love of humanity, which never was, I think, intended to mean solely those who write a large check," Coleman said. "But those who really have a love for people and tap into all of their resources in order to exude that love for others." 

    


Ultimately, many donors are motivated to give by deep personal connections to causes or issues or because someone they know asks them. 
When asked how he decides where to give, Jacob Qualls, a business consultant in Chicago, grabbed a manilla envelope on his desk and sifted through his giving receipts from the past year. Many of his donations have supported education in some way, though he's also supported disaster relief and medical research. 
Qualls wasn't planning to donate specifically on GivingTuesday, though he said if an organization or person he knows reaches out to him, he may respond. There are other occasions that move him more, he said, like the 100th anniversary of his chapter of the fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha, which he gave to this year, or his alma mater, Morehouse College, which fundraises at other times of the year.
"It can be anchored towards our founding date, it can be anchored towards, yes, GivingTuesday and or homecoming and or other things that are relevant to potential donors," he said. 
___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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Man accused of threatening shooting at New Hampshire school changes plea to guilty
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                                        PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) -- A Maine man charged with using social media to threaten to commit a shooting at a New Hampshire high school has changed his plea to guilty, court documents state.
Police charged Kyle Hendrickson with criminal threatening with a firearm in April. They said he posted a video with a gun outside Portsmouth High School in which he threatened to "shoot up the school."
A federal grand jury subsequently indicted Hendrickson in September on charges of interstate threatening communications and possessing a firearm in a school zone. Hendrickson now intends to plead guilty to those charges and is due in court on Dec. 11, court records state.
Portsmouth closed all schools for a day when the threat occurred. 
Hendrickson has been represented by attorney Murdoch Walker II. Walker did not return a phone call seeking comment.
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Google will start deleting 'inactive' accounts in December. Here's what you need to know

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Google logos are shown when searched on Google in New York, Sept. 11, 2023. Google will start deleting 'inactive' accounts in December. Under Google's updated inactive account policy, which the tech giant announced back in May, accounts that haven't been used in at least two years could be deleted. Accounts deemed inactive could be erased beginning Friday, Dec. 1. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Have a Google account you haven't used in a while? If you want to keep it from disappearing, you should sign in before the end of the week.
Under Google's updated inactive-account policy, which the tech giant announced back in May, accounts that haven't been used in at least two years could be deleted. Accounts deemed inactive will be erased in a phased-approach beginning Friday.
If you have an account that's at risk for deletion, you should receive multiple notices from Google sent to the email affiliated with that account and its recovery address (if one exits). But if you're still catching up on this new policy -- and want to ensure that your content on Google Drive, Docs, Gmail and more is saved -- here's what you need to know.

    


WHY IS GOOGLE DELETING INACTIVE ACCOUNTS?
In May's announcement, Google attributed its inactive-account update to security issues.
Accounts that haven't been used for a long time are more likely to be compromised, the company said, noting that "forgotten or unattended accounts" typically have old passwords, often lack two-factor authentication and receive fewer security checks. As a result, these accounts could be hijacked and used for spam or other malicious content, as well as identity theft.

    
    


    

    
        
    



HOW CAN I PREVENT MY ACCOUNT FROM BEING DELETED?
The easiest way to keep your Google account active (and thus prevent it from being deleted) is to sign in at least once every two years.

    


Other actions that fulfill account activity requirements include sending or scrolling through emails, using Google search and watching YouTube videos (YouTube is owned by Google) all while signed into your Google account. Existing subscriptions set up through your Google account, including profiles for third-party apps and publications, can also account for activity.
Preserving content on Google Photos requires a specific sign-in. As previously announced by Google, Photos content may be similarly deleted after two years of inactivity -- meaning you should open the application every so often to keep images from going into the trash.
ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY?
Only personal Google accounts that haven't been used for two years or more will be impacted under this inactive-account update. Accounts made for organizations, like schools or companies, will not be affected, Google says.
Per Google's online policy, other exceptions include Google accounts that manage active minor accounts, accounts containing a gift card balance as well as those that have been used to purchase Google products, apps or subscriptions that are ongoing.

    


There are also no plans to delete accounts with YouTube videos at this time, a Google spokesperson confirmed to The Associated Press Monday.
CAN I SAVE DATA FROM MY GOOGLE ACCOUNT?
Beyond keeping your Google account active, there's a few tools to help manage and backup your data.
Google Takeout, for example, allows users to download and export account data outside of Google at any time. And its Inactive Account Manager lets you choose what would happen to your account and data if it becomes inactive -- including options to send select files to trusted contacts or delete the account entirely. Google's online policy also says the company can work with immediate family to close the account of a deceased loved one and/or provide some account content -- without sharing login credentials -- on a case-by-case basis.
Google asks users to provide and update a recovery email for their account -- which is also helpful for sending inactive account notices and other communications.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/google-deletes-inactive-accounts-save-data-edfc98aa9db0607e78c826f4e3918637



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



New incentives could boost satisfaction with in-person work, but few employers are making changes

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: File - People work at the Yelp office in San Francisco on Feb. 14, 2023. The COVID-19 pandemic upended the work habits of people around the world, with millions working from home, at least for part of their week. Workers have returned in waves back to the office on some days, but navigating that transition is a significant hurdle for employers and workers alike. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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    [image: File - Lights are on at the world headquarters of Goldman Sachs in New York on Jan. 24, 2023. The COVID-19 pandemic upended the work habits of people around the world, with millions working from home. Workers have returned in waves back to the office on some days, but navigating that transition is a significant hurdle for employers and workers alike. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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    [image: File - Lindsay Garfield, then Finance Director at SquareFoot, works from home on March 11, 2020, in New York.The COVID-19 pandemic upended the work habits of people around the world, with millions working from home. Workers have returned in waves back to the office on some days, but navigating that transition is a significant hurdle for employers and workers alike. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]
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    [image: File - Commuters arrive on Wall Street, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020, in New York. Within weeks, The COVID-19 pandemic upended the work habits of people around the world, with millions working from home. Workers have returned in waves back to the office on some days, but navigating that transition is a significant hurdle for employers and workers alike. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Justin Ryan Horton has two jobs. When he's not putting in 24-hour shifts as a firefighter, the 22-year-old is working as an administrative assistant for a local community college from his home in Colorado Springs.
Firefighting is, of course, not a work-from-home kind of job. So when the community college position gave Horton the choice to clock in remotely, he took it.
"I'm gone a lot being a firefighter," Horton said. "Instead of coming home and then seeing my family for a few minutes before leaving to go to my other job... I feel like I have just more time with (them) when I work from home."

    


The COVID-19 pandemic upended what working looks like for millions of people all around the world. While many jobs can only be done in person, swaths of employers shuttered their physical doors and moved their workplaces increasingly online.




Workers have since begun to return to the office in waves, at least for part of the week, and navigating that transition is an ongoing and significant hurdle for employers and workers alike. And many simply cannot fathom a return to the pre-COVID status quo, changing how companies approach their staffing needs.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Retaining employees who don't want to work in person is an issue for companies, but relatively few employers (13%) have introduced new incentives that would make employees more satisfied with it, according to a newly released poll conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago. 
About 3 in 4 human resources representatives say that retaining employees who don't want to work in the office is a problem -- including 19% who call it a "major problem." Another 54% of HR representatives call it a minor problem. And only about one-third of HR professionals say employees at their workplace are "extremely" or "very" happy about returning to the workplace.

    


"Once workers discovered that (remote work could be) less expensive and... make their life a little easier, they just wanted to keep doing it, even once the pandemic began fading away," Marjorie Connelly, senior fellow with NORC's Public Affairs & Media Research department, told The Associated Press.
In both the HR survey and a separate poll of U.S. adults, researchers found that the top factors behind employees' desire to work from home include their prioritization of flexibility and work-life balance. Other HR representatives and employees who work from home cite the length and costs of commuting as key.
Those are some of the main reasons that Megan Homis, 33, prefers remote work. As a senior account executive for an advertising and marketing firm in Southern California, Homis goes into the office once a month.
"With traffic, it's about an hour and 45 minute drive each way into the office," she said. "And on top of that, I have two little kids -- so just wrangling childcare for them with drop off and pick up is a lot."

    


Homis said that the ability to work remotely will continue to be a priority for her down the road. She would consider potentially going into the office more if an employer offered sufficient incentives and support for in-person work, but hasn't seen opportunities that would sway her in that direction yet.
Bill Castellano, a professor in the Rutgers School of Management and Labor Relations, notes that flexibility is key -- particularly in giving employees agency for scheduling their work.
"Employees really value more of when to do work vs. where to do work," Castellano, who was not involved in the NORC surveys, said. He added that this is a key benefit for many remote workers today -- and could be duplicated in physical offices with the right policy, such as having flexible start times.
There are some initiatives that could incentivize more employees to work in-person -- or at least increase their satisfaction about already going into the office -- the poll shows. Most hybrid workers (55%) say paying employees more for their in-office work would provide "a lot" of encouragement for them to work in-person more often. 

    


Additional pay topped the list across respondents whether they were working in-person, remotely (44%) or in hybrid (50%) roles. However, just 4% of HR representatives whose companies have introduced new policies to get employees back to the workplace say that higher compensation is among them.
Employees who are already going into the office -- either entirely or part-time -- indicated that other incentives such as commuter benefits, in-office childcare, free food and social gatherings could also add at least "some" more satisfaction with returning to the office. 
Those in-office perks had less sway among solely remote workers, Connelly noted -- particularly social gatherings. "For example, I work hundreds of miles away from the main office, so they can have a pizza party (and) all the pizza parties they want, but I'm not going to be affected by it," she said.
Regardless, many U.S. employees have returned to in-person work, or had never left. Most paid employees report that they work in person per NORC's survey, and three-quarters of those in-person employees say they are required by their employer to do so. About 1 in 10 indicate that they could work remotely but prefer working from the office. 

    


Meanwhile, about one-third of paid employees surveyed work remotely or in hybrid positions. The majority cited convenience and work-life balance, as well as a lack of in-office requirements, as reasons to do so.
The number of people working remotely has fallen significantly since the peak of COVID-19 -- but is still far higher than pre-pandemic levels.
Estimates are mixed, but according to a Pew Research Center survey published in March, 35% of workers with jobs that can be completed remotely were working from home all of the time. That's down from 43% in January 2022 and 55% in October 2020. Still, that's much higher than the mere 7% recorded before the pandemic.
This coincides with dwindling work-from-home options from employers. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 72.5% of private-sector establishments, for example, had little to no telework in mid-2022 -- up from 60.1% a year earlier.
"I would think that this trend downward will continue, but I don't think it's going to go down to zero... (or) where we were pre-pandemic," Castellano said, adding that he believes the hybrid model will grow in popularity. "The question is, what kind of schedule will that be?"
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Foul play not suspected after body found in vent at college arts center in Michigan
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                                        CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. (AP) -- Authorities investigating a bad odor discovered a body in the ventilation system at a performing arts center in suburban Detroit.
"There is no reason to suspect foul play," said William Leavens, police chief at Macomb Community College.
The body was found Sunday at Macomb Center for the Performing Arts in Clinton Township, Leavens said Monday.
The body was identified as a 36-year-old man who was reported missing on Nov. 1, police said.
"It is important to remember that this is an ongoing investigation, with the goal to understand the circumstances," Leavens said.
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University of North Carolina shooting suspect found unfit for trial, sent to mental health facility

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Law enforcement respond to the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill campus in Chapel Hill, N.C., Aug. 28, 2023, after the university locked down and warned of an armed person on campus. Tailei Qi, a graduate student at the school charged with fatally shooting his faculty adviser, has been found unfit for trial after two mental evaluations, a judge ruled Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, File)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The University of North Carolina graduate student charged with fatally shooting his faculty adviser has been found unfit for trial after two mental evaluations, a judge ruled Monday.
Tailei Qi, 34, is accused of killing associate professor Zijie Yan in a science building at the state's flagship public university on Aug. 28. He is being held without bond on charges of first-degree murder and misdemeanor possession of a firearm on educational property.
Orange County Superior Court Judge Alyson Grine said Monday that two separate mental evaluations found Qi likely suffers from untreated schizophrenia.

    


"Qi demonstrated delusional thinking, experienced auditory hallucinations, engaged in self-harm in the detention center, showed fragmented thought processes that impeded his communication," she said.




Severe mental illness has rendered him unable to comprehend his situation, assist in his legal defense and understand court proceedings, even with a Mandarin interpreter present, Grine said. She ruled Monday that Qi will be committed to Central Regional Hospital in Butner for psychological treatment. Doctors will be required to notify the Orange County district attorney if his condition improves.

    
    


    

    
        
    



An hourslong campus lockdown and police manhunt that resulted in Qi's arrest frightened students and faculty who had just returned to campus for the start of the fall semester. Chapel Hill police arrested Qi without force in a residential neighborhood near campus within two hours of the attack, UNC Police Chief Brian James said. 
The campus locked down again two weeks later after police received a 911 call that someone had brandished a weapon in the student union.
An autopsy released earlier this month showed that Yan had been shot multiple times in his office in Caudill Labs. Police found nine 9mm cartridge casings scattered around his office, but they have not recovered the handgun used in the shooting. Prosecutors and police have not said how Qi -- who was in the United States on a student visa and would not have qualified to purchase a firearm legally -- obtained the gun.

    


Yan was an associate professor in the Department of Applied Physical Sciences who had worked for the university since July 2019. He led the Yan Research Group, which Qi joined last year, according to the group's UNC webpage. Students held a candlelit vigil for Yan and rallied for gun control measures after his death.
___
Hannah Schoenbaum is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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Texas governor skydives for first time alongside 106-year-old World War II veteran

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Texas Gov. Greg Abbott skydives in tandem Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Fentress, Texas. Abbott was invited to jump by 106-year-old World War II veteran Al Blaschke. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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    [image: Texas Gov. Greg Abbott talks to the media after skydived in tandem Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, in Fentress, Texas. Abbott was invited to jump by 106-year-old World War II veteran Al Blaschke. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        FENTRESS, Texas (AP) -- Add this to Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 's high ambitions: Parachuting from a plane. 
The three-term Republican governor skydived Monday for the first time, completing a tandem jump from about 8,000 feet (2,400 meters) above the suburbs between Austin and San Antonio. He was joined on the plane by 106-year-old World War II veteran Al Blaschke, who jumped separately.
Blaschke is a previous Guinness World Records title holder for oldest tandem skydive. Last month, a 104-year-old Chicago woman skydived in an effort to become the new record holder. She died a week after her jump. 

    


Abbott said skydiving has crossed his mind before. 
"The most shocking sensation is when you immediately exit the plane, and you're just in freefall," Abbott told reporters after landing.
Abbott, 66, uses a wheelchair and has been paralyzed from the waist down since a tree fell on him as a young law school student. He joked to reporters after the jump that his biggest fear was realized: "I would land, and I would not be able to walk away," he said, smiling. 
Abbott said they had wanted to skydive several weeks ago when the weather was warmer but that rain scuttled those plans. There was a morning chill in Texas when Abbott and Blaschke made their jumps. 
"He's an old pro," Abbott said. 
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Caretaker charged in death of her partner and grandmother in Maine
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                                        DENMARK, Maine (AP) -- A caretaker in Maine has been charged in the death of her romantic partner and grandmother, authorities said.
Police said deputies conducted a welfare check at a home in the town of Denmark on Saturday and found two people dead. They later charged Tzara Jones, 53, of Denmark, with two counts of murder.
Court documents identified the victims as Jones' romantic partner, Michael Willett, and her grandmother, Aremean Mayo. No details were provided about how the two were killed. Police said an autopsy determined that both were the victims of homicide.
Jones was transported to Oxford County Jail and is expected to be arraigned in district court. It wasn't clear on Monday if Jones had hired an attorney.
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Report says Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers used alternate email under name of Hall of Fame pitcher

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers speaks with reporters in the state Capitol, Oct. 17, 2023, in Madison, Wis. Gov. Evers used an alternative state email account under the name of Hall of Fame Milwaukee Braves pitcher Warren Spahn, a move that his spokesperson said Monday, Nov. 27 was a security measure. Evers, a Democrat, used a taxpayer-funded email account with the name "warren.spahn@wisconsin.gov" to discuss public business with top-level Cabinet appointees and others, the conservative outlet Wisconsin Right Now first reported on Sunday. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers has been using an alternative state email account under the name of a late Hall of Fame baseball player as a security measure, his spokesperson said Monday. 
Evers, a Democrat, used a taxpayer-funded email account with the name "warren.spahn@wisconsin.gov" to discuss public business with top-level Cabinet appointees and others, the conservative outlet Wisconsin Right Now first reported on Sunday. Warren Spahn is a Hall of Fame former Milwaukee Braves pitcher. 
Evers' spokesperson Britt Cudaback on Monday said use of the alias email addresses is common.

    


"As a matter of digital security, dignitaries in the state of Wisconsin have alias email addresses, including the governor, first lady, and lieutenant governor, as has been the case for at least the last decade that I'm aware of, including under former Gov. Walker," Cudaback said.




Bill Lueders, president of the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council, said he was troubled about the use of what he called "phantom email addresses" and said he had never heard of that practice before.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I don't know if they're common or uncommon," Lueders said. "I do know if they're used for public business, they're subject to the records law."
Responsive emails requested under the state open records law are always released in accordance with state law, no matter which account they are sent from, Cudaback said. 
Open records request responses from the Evers administration routinely contain language that says all identifiers of non-public email addresses are redacted.

    


"Making this information available would significantly hinder these officials' ability to communicate and work efficiently," the boilerplate language says, including in a response sent to The Associated Press on Sept. 16, 2022. "There is minimal harm to the public interest, given that there are numerous public means to communicate with the Office of the Governor and Office of the Lieutenant Governor, and only the address is redacted, not the remaining email content."
Wisconsin Right Now reported that it asked for all communications to and from "warren.spahn@wisconsin.gov" from 2018 to September 2023. The governor's office rejected the request as being too broad, saying in a response email sent Nov. 22 that more than 17,000 emails were found. 
The Department of Administration provided the outlet with more than 30 pages of emails which contained messages back and forth between Evers, Cabinet secretaries and others.
In one email, dated May 7, 2020, Evers told then-Department of Administration Secretary Joel Brennan that a box of highly toxic "mechanical solvent" ordered by someone in state government had mistakenly been delivered to the governor's residence.
Evers wrote that he was "not sure what to do with it."

    


Evers, 72, has talked publicly about his love of Milwaukee baseball and Spahn in particular.
In February, when announcing his plan to pay for renovations to the Milwaukee Brewers stadium, Evers said in a statement, "I've been watching baseball in Milwaukee since the County Stadium days when I had the chance of a lifetime to watch Warren Spahn's 300th-career game there way back when."
Spahn was elected to the baseball Hall of Fame in 1973 after playing 21 seasons in the major leagues, including from 1953 to 1964 in Milwaukee. He was an All Star 17 times and died in 2003.
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Final trial over Elijah McClain's death in suburban Denver spotlights paramedics' role

    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A second Denver-area police officer was acquitted Monday in the 2019 death of Elijah McClain, who was put in a neck hold and injected with ketamine after being stopped by police as he walked home from a convenience store. (Nov.6) (AP Video by Thomas Peipert)
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    [image: Paramedics Jeremy Cooper, left, and Peter Cichuniec, right, attend an arraignment at the Adams County Justice Center in Brighton, Colo., on Jan. 20, 2023. The third and final trial over the 2019 death of Elijah McClain after he was stopped by police in suburban Denver involves homicide and manslaughter charges against two paramedics, a prosecution experts say enters largely uncharted legal territory by levying criminal charges against medical first responders. (Andy Cross/The Denver Post via AP, file)]
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    [image: Sheneen McClain, left, mother of Elijah McClain, and friend and supporter MiDian Holmes, right, clasp hands as they hold up their fists in protest over the verdict of a Denver-area police offer who was acquitted in the 2019 death of Elijah, outside of the Adams County Justice Center on Monday, Nov. 6, 2023, in Brighton, Colo. (Helen H. Richardson/The Denver Post via AP)]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- The third and final trial over the 2019 death of Elijah McClain after he was stopped by police in suburban Denver involves homicide and manslaughter charges against two paramedics. It's a prosecution experts say enters largely uncharted legal territory by levying criminal charges against medical first responders.
McClain had been stopped and put into a neck hold by police that left him weakened when the paramedics arrived and injected him with the powerful sedative ketamine. The 23-year-old Black man went into cardiac arrest on his way to the hospital and was pronounced dead three days later.
Initially no one was charged because the coroner's office could not determine exactly how McClain died. But in 2021, social justice protests over the 2020 murder of George Floyd drew renewed attention to McClain's case, prompting an indictment against the paramedics and three officers. 

    


Jury selection in the paramedics' trial is set to begin Monday.




"What we saw three years ago, that put a huge spotlight on the police profession," University of Miami criminologist Alex Piquero said, adding that the McClain case "has the potential to do that for paramedics and first responders."

    
    


    

    
        
    



Aurora Fire Department paramedics Jeremy Cooper and Lt. Peter Cichuniec have pleaded not guilty. 
Defense attorneys at a November court hearing indicated they plan to blame police for McClain's death during a trial expected to last most of December. The defense attorneys did not return telephone calls or emails seeking comment on the charges the men face. 
The case will be the first of several recent criminal charges against medical first responders to reach trial and could "set the bar" for prosecutors in future cases, said Douglas Wolfberg, a former emergency medicine instructor and founding partner of a Pennsylvania law firm representing emergency medical services workers.

    


"Society's thinking about these things has changed and evolved, especially since George Floyd," Wolfberg said. "Obviously there are political considerations. That's not to deny Mr. McClain's family the justice they are seeking."
Cases pending elsewhere include paramedics in Illinois facing first-degree murder charges after a patient they strapped facedown to a stretcher suffocated, and an involuntary manslaughter charge against a nurse in California who continued to draw blood from an unresponsive patient while officers pinned him down.
"It's exceedingly rare for EMS providers to be charged criminally related to providing inpatient care," Wolfberg said. "That is normally a medical malpractice issue, a negligent case which is civil, and it's rarely criminal. This breaks new ground."
One of the police officers indicted in McClain's death was convicted last month of the lesser charges he faced -- homicide and third-degree assault -- after defense attorneys sought to blame the paramedics. Two other officers were acquitted by jurors following trials that lasted for weeks.
Cooper and Cichuniec are charged with manslaughter, negligent homicide and several counts each of assault, all felonies. Their role in McClain's death loomed large in the first officers' trials.

    


Attorneys for one of the acquitted officers brought in a paid expert witness who were hired to work on the paramedics' case by state prosecutors. 
Dr. Nadia Iovettz-Tereshchenko, an emergency room doctor who has worked as a paramedic, said Cooper and Cichuniec's actions fell significantly below the level of care expected. She testified that the paramedics stood back watching McClain from a distance as he was restrained by police, did not examine him before the ketamine injection and did not monitor him afterward.
Prosecution experts also testified during the earlier trials that the ketamine ultimately caused McClain's death, with some saying the officer's violent stop set contributing events into motion. 
The amended coroner's report, issued in 2021, found McClain died because he was given too much ketamine. However, forensic pathologist Stephen Cina noted the amount found in McClain's blood was within the range normally considered safe.
McClain was stopped the night of Aug. 24, 2019, while walking home from a convenience store, listening to music and wearing a mask covering most of his face. The police stop quickly became physical after McClain, seemingly caught off guard, tried to keep walking. He was unarmed and had not been accused of committing any crime.

    


He was rendered briefly unconscious by an officer using a neck hold, prompting police to call for paramedics while officers restrained him on the ground. 
Cooper and Cichuniec denied being told the neck hold had been applied, according to their indictment. Prior to the ketamine injection, they stood near McClain and didn't speak to him or ask him anything before diagnosing him within about two minutes with "excited delirium." They had been trained to treat the condition, which allegedly makes people hyper-aggressive, the document said. 
Critics say the condition has been used to justify excessive force and some doctor's groups reject excited delirium as a diagnosis. 
In McClain's case, prosecutors said the diagnosis was inaccurate because the paramedics didn't adequately assess his symptoms. A 2021 report by experts hired by Aurora to review McClain's death found he had not moved or made any sounds for more than a minute before being injected. 
Cichuniec, supervisor of the Aurora Fire Department's paramedics crew, asked medics working for a private ambulance on the scene to prepare the ketamine injection for McClain, the indictment said. Cooper injected him with 500 milligrams of ketamine, a dose appropriate for someone who weighed more than 200 pounds (90 kilograms), according to the indictment. McClain weighed only 143 pounds (65 kilograms). 

    


Before the ketamine injection, body camera footage shows Cooper asking police if McClain spoke English and Officer Randy Roedema, the officer convicted in the case, responding: "He speaks English, but he's, he's definitely on something." 
Prosecutors in Roedema's trial said using language like that, which suggested McClain had excited delerium, made the police officers complicit in the paramedics' decision to give McClain ketamine. 
Two days after McClain's death, the Aurora officials put out a statement saying "a standard medication routinely utilized to reduce agitation was administered (to McClain) and reduced the exhibited anxiety."
The killings of McClain, Floyd and others triggered a wave of legislation that put limits on the use of neck holds in more than two dozen states, including Colorado, which now also instructs paramedics not to give ketamine to people suspected of having excited delirium. The condition had been described in a since-withdrawn emergency physicians' report as manifesting with symptoms including increased strength. Critics have called the diagnosis unscientific and rooted in racism.
The city of Aurora agreed in 2021 to pay $15 million to settle a lawsuit brought by McClain's parents.
___
Brown reported from Billings, Montana.
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Indiana couple, 2 dogs, die when single-engine plane crashes in western Michigan after takeoff
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                                        LUDINGTON, Mich. (AP) -- An Indiana couple died Sunday when their single-engine plane crashed in western Michigan after taking off from an airport near Ludington, authorities said.
The plane crashed and caught fire about 10 a.m. near the Mason County Airport, killing a 43-year-old woman and a 60-year-old man, both from Indiana, and their two dogs, Michigan State Police said on social media.
Authorities did not immediately release the crash victims' names.

    


State police said the couple was visiting family in the Ludington area when their plane crashed after takeoff. The National Transportation Safety Board said the aircraft was a Socata TBM 700.
The cause of the crash remains unknown. The Federal Aviation Administration was on the scene and the NTSB was expected to arrive Monday to assist in the investigation, officials said.
The FAA said the plane was bound for the Albuquerque International Sunport, according to news outlets.
Ludington is located along Lake Michigan's eastern shoreline about 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of Grand Rapids.
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Greenpeace activists have boarded a deep-sea mining ship in the Pacific Ocean between Hawaii and Mexico and said Sunday they'll stay to protest exploration the ship is conducting to support activity that would destroy marine life.
Canada-based The Metals Company, whose subsidiary runs the ship, accused the protesters of endangering the crew and breaking international law.
The escalating conflict comes as international demand for critical minerals found on the seafloor grows, but an increasing number of countries say more research is needed into the environmental impacts of deep-sea mining.

    


Greenpeace began the protest Thursday by positioning kayaks beneath the ship, Coco, for up to 10 hours at a time to block it from deploying equipment to the water.




In response, the company's CEO Gerard Barron threatened an injunction on Saturday afternoon -- according to correspondence shared by Greenpeace and reviewed by The Associated Press -- alleging protesters broke international law and jeopardized the safety of crew members.

    
    


    

    
        
    



During the protest one kayak was capsized by propeller wash when Coco accelerated without warning, Greenpeace claims. Legal representatives from The Metals Company's subsidiary NORI said this was an example of how the protest was not safe.
No injunction has been filed yet, according to Greenpeace. The company said it would use all legal measures available to protect stakeholders' rights.
Later that day, two activists boarded Coco. They will remain camped on the main crane used to deploy and retrieve equipment from the water until The Metals Company agrees to leave, according to Louisa Casson, head of Greenpeace's campaign against deep-sea mining.

    


"We will continue to try and disrupt as much as we can, because we are very concerned that this is a tick-box exercise that is purely designed to gather data so they can put in a mining application next year," Casson said Sunday, from a Greenpeace ship near Coco.
A subsidiary of The Metals Company has been conducting exploratory research in the Clarion Clipperton Zone since 2011. They say data from their latest expedition, researching how the seabed recovered from exploration last year, will be used in an application to begin mining in 2025.
Greenpeace's "actions to stop the science suggest a fear that emerging scientific findings might challenge their misleading narrative about the environmental impacts," Barron told The Associated Press in response to the camping protesters.
He added that if research were to show their mining would be unjustifiably destructive The Metals Company is "100%" prepared to withdraw.
Casson said the company's actions suggest that is not true. "That they are doing this in the interest of science is really very questionable," said Casson. "There is a clear economic motive: they are entirely a deep-sea mining company."

    


As they suck up nodules from the sea floor, The Metals Company said they expect mostly to find manganese, which President Joe Biden declared a critical mineral last year. Driven by clean energy technologies, demand for other key battery ingredients like lithium has as much as tripled, according to a market review this July.
"It makes sense to be able to extract these raw materials from parts of the planet where there is the least life, not the most life," said Barron. "You can't get away from the fact there's about 10 grams of biomass per square meter in the abyssal plains," much less than at most terrestrial mines.
That, said Casson, is an apples and oranges comparison, when studies also show over 5,000 species inhabit this part of the Pacific, which scientists say would be harmed by light and sound pollution, as well as huge clouds of dust.
On Tuesday this week Mexico joined a coalition of 23 other countries calling for a moratorium on deep-sea mining. While France alone sought an outright ban, the other signatories are requesting a pause for more research into the effects of deep-sea mining.
___
This version has corrected the company is based in Canada, not Australia, and the application says mining would begin in 2025, not 2024.
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Girl, 11, confirmed as fourth victim of Alaska landslide, two people still missing

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - This photo provided by the Alaska Department of Public Safety shows the landslide that occurred the previous evening near Wrangell, Alaska, Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023. Authorities recovered the body of Kara Heller, 11, Saturday evening, Nov. 25, from the debris of a landslide in southeast Alaska that tore down a wooded mountainside, smashing into the homes in a remote fishing village Monday night, Nov. 20. The girl is the fourth confirmed killed by the landslide from the Heller family. (Alaska Department of Public Safety via AP, File)]
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                                        WRANGELL, Alaska (AP) -- Authorities recovered the body of an 11-year-old girl Saturday evening from the debris of a landslide in southeast Alaska that tore down a wooded mountainside days earlier, smashing into homes in a remote fishing village. 
The girl, Kara Heller, was the fourth person confirmed killed by last Monday night's landslide.
The girl's parents Timothy Heller, 44 and Beth Heller, 36, and her sister Mara Heller, 16, were discovered and confirmed dead in the initial days after the landslide. Search crews are looking for a third child still missing from the Heller family, Derek, 12, and neighbor Otto Florschutz, 65, according to Tim DeSpain, a spokesperson for the Alaska Department of Public Safety. 

    


Florschutz's wife survived the disaster.
The landslide came down in the direct path of three homes near Wrangell, a fishing community of about 2,000 residents located on an island about 155 miles (250 kilometers) south of Juneau.
DeSpain said the latest victim was found under debris in the slide area. Authorities used trained dogs and an excavator to find and recover the remains. 
Photos showed the aftermath of the slide, which occurred during significant rainfall and heavy winds: a stark dirt path estimated to be 450 feet (135 meters) wide running from the top of a nearby mountain down to the ocean in the middle of lush evergreen trees. The debris field covered the coastal highway before reaching the sea. 
Troopers had initially said a large-scale search and rescue mission wasn't possible because the site was unstable and hazardous. But a geologist from the state transportation department later cleared areas of the debris field for ground searches.
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Nebraska woman bags marriage proposal shortly after killing big buck on hunting trip

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Cole Bures proposes to Samantha Camenzind during a photo shoot after she shot and killed a giant buck during a deer hunt on Nov. 12 , 2023 near Filley, Neb.. Bures surprised his future bride by popping the question after she bagged the deer. (Brenton Lammers/Lammers Media via AP)]
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    [image: Cole Bures and Samantha Camenzind pose with the deer she shot near Filley, Neb., before he proposed to her on Nov. 12, 2023. Bures asked Camenzind to marry him during a photo shoot to commemorate the moment. (Brenton Lammers/Lammers Media via AP)]
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- A Nebraska woman bagged a marriage proposal earlier this month along with a big buck during a recent deer hunting trip.
Samantha Camenzind's boyfriend not only gave her the first shot at the deer they had spotted on a trail camera south of Lincoln, but then surprised her by popping the question in the middle of a photo shoot with the prized trophy -- a giant buck with 11 tines on one side of its antlers and nine on the other.
"Everybody has been saying they would marry him, too, if he let them shoot this big of a deer," Camenzind, 28, who lives in Omaha, told the Omaha World-Herald.

    


In three years of dating one of the things the couple bonded over is their shared love of hunting. They process and eat the meat of what they kill.




Cole Bures said he didn't have any problem letting Camenzind take the first shot at the buck

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I was just as excited as she was when she got it," the 32-year-old from Filley, Nebraska said.
Then Bures told Camenzind that he wanted a professional photographer to take some pictures to commemorate the big moment. Partway through the pictures, he got down on one knee and asked her to marry him, allowing the photographer to capture exactly when she said yes. 
Bures said he got the idea after a friend made a similar proposal during a hunting trip to Alaska.

    


Their friends were amazed when they saw the photos.
"I don't know if they were more shocked we got engaged or the size of the deer," Camenzind said.
The two are aiming at a possible wedding date next fall, but she said it definitely won't be during hunting season.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nebraska-deer-hunting-engagement-proposal-befe46eb2b67e7dbff92724392bd0580
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                                        A record number of passengers traveled through U.S. airports over Thanksgiving weekend, the Transportation Security Administration said Monday.
The TSA said it screened just over 2.9 million passengers on Sunday, surpassing the previous record of 2.88 million set on June 30. That was 10% more than the Sunday after Thanksgiving last year.
Travel was relatively smooth despite the crowds. On Sunday, just 55 flights within, into or out of the U.S. were cancelled, according to FlightAware, a tracking service. Nearly 8,000 flights were delayed, including several hundred that were impacted by snow in Denver and Chicago.

    


Airlines were eager to avoid the meltdowns that marred travel last December, when severe winter storms knocked out thousands of flights and left millions of passengers stranded. 




Southwest, which canceled nearly 17,000 flights last year, said it purchased additional deicing trucks and updated its crew-scheduling technology. The airline was under particular scrutiny; the government recently threatened to fine Southwest for failing to provide enough help to passengers who were stranded last year.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The government also stepped up operations, hiring more air traffic controllers and opening new air routes along the East Coast ahead of the holiday travel season, U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said last week. 
Brett Snyder, president of the airline industry blog Cranky Flier, said Thanksgiving was a "remarkably good weekend for the country's airlines."
Between Tuesday and Sunday, no airlines canceled more than 1% of their flights, he said.
Snyder said airlines have figured out that they need to increase staff ahead of the holidays. But mild weather in most of the country also helped, he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/thanksgiving-record-flights-travel-8f929993a5aa5c7e8c37c1af03e7265f
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Elon Musk, who's been under fire for endorsing an antisemitic conspiracy theory and wider accusations of hatred flourishing on his social media platform X, visited Israel, where he toured a kibbutz attacked by Hamas militants and held talks with top leaders. 
The billionaire met with Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who scolded him over content on the platform previously known as Twitter, and joined Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for a tour of the Kfar Azza kibbutz, a rural village that Hamas militants stormed on Oct. 7 in a deadly assault that launched the war. 
Wearing a protective vest and escorted by a phalanx of security personnel as rain fell, Musk used his phone to take photos or videos of the devastation, according to video released by Netanyahu's office. Musk's visit came as Israel and Hamas reached a deal to extend a cease-fire for two more days. 

    


The Tesla CEO and prime minister visited the damaged homes of victims, including the family of Abigail Edan, a 4-year-old girl with dual Israeli-U.S. citizenship who was held hostage by Hamas after her parents were killed. She was released Sunday in the latest round of exchanges during a cease-fire in Gaza set to expire after Monday.




"It was jarring to see the scene of the massacre," Musk said in a conversation with Netanyahu streamed on X. He said he was troubled by video and photos that the prime minister showed him of the killings of civilians, including children.

    
    


    

    
        
    



They spoke broadly about the conflict, the protests it has generated, the Middle East and more but did not touch on antisemitism online. Netanyahu, who urged a rollback of such hatred in a September meeting with Musk, said he hoped the billionaire would be involved in building a better future. Musk replied, "I'd love to help."
Herzog did confront Musk, saying that "the platforms you lead, unfortunately, have a huge reservoir of hatred, hatred of Jews and antisemitism." 
The Israeli president was joined in the meeting by some of the families of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza, according to a statement from Herzog's office. 

    


"Hatred of the Jews affects the behavior of people in many places around the world, and you have a huge role to play in this," Herzog told Musk.
The X owner responded that it had been a "difficult day emotionally" following the tour and that "we have to do whatever is necessary to stop the hate," according to Herzog's office.
Referring to Hamas militants, Musk said, "It's amazing what humans can do if they're fed lies since they were children. They will think that murdering innocents is a good thing, which shows how much propaganda can affect people's minds."
Musk has faced accusations from the Anti-Defamation League, a prominent Jewish civil rights organization, and others of tolerating antisemitic messages on the platform since purchasing it last year. The content on X has gained increased scrutiny since the war between Israel and Hamas began in October.
A slew of big brands, including Disney and IBM, decided this month to stop advertising on the platform after a report by liberal advocacy group Media Matters said ads were appearing alongside pro-Nazi content and white nationalist posts. 

    


The same week, Musk responded on X to a user who accused Jews of hating white people and professing indifference to antisemitism by posting, "You have said the actual truth." He has faced outcry, including from the White House.
The billionaire, who has described himself as a free-speech absolutist, tweeted during his Israel visit that "actions speak louder than words."
X has since sued Media Matters, saying the Washington-based nonprofit manufactured the report to "drive advertisers from the platform and destroy X Corp."
Israeli government spokesperson Eylon Levy declined to say whether Musk was invited to the country or came on his own. X, formerly known as Twitter, did not respond to a request for comment. 
Israel also settled a spat with Musk over his Starlink satellite internet company, with Starlink agreeing to operate in Gaza only with government approval. 

    


"As a result of this significant agreement, Starlink satellite units can only be operated in Israel with the approval of the Israeli Ministry of Communications, including the Gaza Strip," Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi tweeted. 
The two had tangled online previously after Musk promised that Starlink would support connectivity to internationally recognized aid groups in Gaza, drawing a rebuke from Karhi, who said Israeli would fight it because Hamas would use the service for militant activities.
___
Chan reported from London.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-israel-visit-antisemitism-netanyahu-e9936848c37b364c2a24a59a04b54fb7



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



EU regulators say Amazon's acquisition of vacuum maker iRobot may harm competition

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - An Amazon company logo is seen on the facade of a company's building in Schoenefeld near Berlin, March 18, 2022. European regulators said Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, that Amazon's proposed acquisition of robot vacuum maker iRobot may harm competition. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)]
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                                        European regulators said Monday that Amazon's proposed acquisition of robot vacuum maker iRobot may harm competition. 
The European Commission, the European Union's executive arm and top antitrust enforcer, said it has informed Amazon of its "preliminary view" regarding the deal following an investigation that began in July. 
The news raised investors' concerns about the acquisition, sending shares in Bedford, Massachusetts-based iRobot Corp., most famous for the circular-shaped Roomba vacuum, down more than 17% Monday.

    


The European regulators raised concerns that the buyout may hinder iRobot's rivals from effectively competing on Amazon's marketplace, which they said is an important platform for sales of robot vacuum cleaners in France, Germany, Italy and Spain. 




If the deal goes through, the commission said Amazon may be incentivized to prevent competitors from selling their products on its marketplace or making it difficult for them to do so. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Among other things, it said Amazon could reduce the visibility of a competitor's product on its marketplace or limit access to certain labels, such as "Amazon's choice," that may attract more shoppers. It may also find ways to raise the costs of iRobot's rivals to advertise and sell their products on its platform, the commission said. 
The commission has until Feb. 14 to make a final decision on the deal. And Amazon may respond to some of the objections raised. 
Alexandra Miller, an Amazon spokesperson, said the Seattle-based company is working with the commission and is focused on addressing its questions. 

    


"IRobot, which faces intense competition from other vacuum cleaner suppliers, offers practical and inventive products," Miller said. "We believe Amazon can offer a company like iRobot the resources to accelerate innovation and invest in critical features while lowering prices for consumers."
Amazon's acquisition iRobot was announced last year for $1.7 billion, but the value of the deal has since declined by 15% after vacuum maker incurred new debt.
Anti-monopoly organizations have voiced concerns about the deal, saying that it would broaden the e-commerce giant's dominance in the smart home market.
But British antitrust regulators cleared Amazon's purchase of iRobot back in June. The acquisition is still facing a review in the U.S. by the Federal Trade Commission. 
Amazon's stock finished up less than 1% Monday. 
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                                        In the old-fashioned "fondas" scattered around Mexico, diners usually find only a handful of tables and simple, comforting dishes. A three-course lunch at many of these unpretentious mom-and-pop eateries can cost as little as a few dollars.
One of those courses might well be sopa de fideos, a much-loved soup of thin noodles lightly browned in oil, then simmered in a puree of chicken broth with roasted tomato, onion, garlic and jalapeno. The result is a smoky, spicy vegetarian soup that can easily stand on its own as a full meal -- and one that comes together with pantry ingredients in less than half an hour.
Traditional recipes often call for roasting fresh tomatoes before adding them to the soup, but in this recipe from our book "Cook What You Have," which draws on pantry staples to assemble easy, weeknight meals, we mimic those flavors with canned fire-roasted tomatoes.

    


If you have only regular canned tomatoes (whole or diced) in the pantry, they'll work fine but will lack the smoky subtleties. Vermicelli or capellini pasta work in this recipe, but the noodles should be broken to make toasting them easier. To do so easily, place them in a zip-top plastic bag and seal, then snap them into 1- to 2-inch pieces.




Chopped fresh cilantro, red onion, diced avocado, crumbled tortilla chips and crumbled queso fresco are all common toppings that lend lovely color and texture. Any combination or all of them will enhance your soup.

    
    


    

    
        
    



 Mexican Noodle Soup with Fire-Roasted Tomatoes 
https://www.177milkstreet.com/recipes/mexican-noodle-soup-fire-roasted-tomatoes
Start to finish: 25 minutes

    


Servings: 4 to 6
1/2 medium white OR yellow onion, halved
3 medium garlic cloves, smashed and peeled
2 jalapeno chilies, 1 stemmed, halved and seeded, 1 stemmed, seeded and thinly sliced
141/2-ounce can diced fire-roasted tomatoes OR diced tomatoes

    


Kosher salt and ground black pepper
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
8 ounces vermicelli OR capellini, broken into 1- to 2-inch pieces
6 cups low-sodium chicken broth
In a blender, combine the onion, garlic, the halved jalapeno, tomatoes with juices and 1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper. Blend until smooth, about 1 minute, scraping the jar as needed; set aside.

    


In a large saucepan over medium-high, heat the oil until shimmering. Add the noodles and cook, tossing often with tongs, until golden brown, 3 to 4 minutes. Remove the pan from the heat. Carefully stir in the puree and the broth (the liquids may splatter). Bring to a simmer over medium-high and cook, uncovered and stirring occasionally, until the noodles are tender, 2 to 3 minutes.
Off heat, taste and season with salt and pepper. Serve garnished with the sliced jalapeno.
Optional garnish: Chopped fresh cilantro OR chopped red onion OR diced avocado OR crumbled tortilla chips OR crumbled queso fresco OR a combination
EDITOR'S NOTE: For more recipes, go to Christopher Kimball's Milk Street at 177milkstreet.com/ap
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Veev, a homebuilder based in Hayward, California, hoped that the construction of more modular homes could help tackle the nation's chronic shortage of new homes.
CEO Amit Haller, who co-founded the company in 2008, took part in an interview with The Associated Press on Nov. 16 that was published on Nov. 27. However, the company subsequently told the AP that its latest round of investor funding fell through last week. As a result, Veev will be liquidating its assets in a process similar to a bankruptcy filing.
The interview with Haller has been edited for length and clarity.

    


Q: What are some of the major differences in how Veev builds a home versus a traditional homebuilder?




A: The traditional way is a very sequential process. There's the excavation. And then there's the concrete. Then you need to wait for three weeks until the concrete will be fully load-bearing. And then there's the framers. And after the framers there's the electricians and the plumber, etc. So, it's a very, very sequential process. Now, say that you take this entire process and squeeze it into one linear production line doing a wall. It becomes very similar to a production line of a car, but in this production when we are doing it wall by wall, and with our unique plug-and-play method, those walls are clicked one to another in the field, very quickly, very efficiently.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Q: How many workers does it take to build a Veev fabricated home?
A: It's a mix of workers, who are uniquely certified on the build system. And obviously, we have machines and robots from time to time. Still, it's not zero human touch. There's stuff that a human is always going to do better than a robot and some stuff is going to be much safer to give it to the robot. It's always going to be a blended human and machine environment.

    


Q: Once you deliver all the components for assembly on site, how many workers do you need to finish the job?
A: It's a team of five people that will assemble the home in four weeks, from foundation to finishing.
Q: So it's fair to say you're insulated from a lot of the labor shortage challenges many homebuilders have complained about for years?
A: It's the labor shortage and the labor experience. Because the shortage is also generating the fact that there's less and less experience within the labor.
It takes many years to become a good framer, or painter or roofer, or obviously, plumbers or electricians. So what we see actually is the fact that not only homes are becoming more expensive, the quality actually decreases. The home that you buy today from a builder is exactly the same home they did 50 years ago. Maybe better appliances, but that's pretty much it.

    


Q: Your business model saves on labor and other costs, but you still face the same challenges and delays traditional builders do in finding ready to build land, correct?
A: The cost of at home is made with several elements, land is about 25% of it. But about 50% of the cost of the homes is literally the construction. So, no, we are not solving for the land, but what we are solving for is to tackle probably the most expensive component in this process and the time that it takes. So, it could take you like two years to entitle land, sometimes even three or four years, but then it might take you another year to build it. We can build it in a month.
Q: New home construction slowed sharply for many years after the late 2000s housing crash. Do you expect more builders like Lennar will adopt the prefabrication approach to more quickly build homes?
A: Absolutely, because the consistent erosion of the current industry is very visible and very clear in the past 10 years. Veev is not the only solution. And I think there's going to be a handful, if not a dozen different options. And the good news is there's room for everyone, including the traditional industry, because the shortage is so serious and so real that it's not going to be a one-company fix.
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- Tesla on Monday filed a lawsuit against the Swedish state via Sweden's Transport Agency as striking postal workers in the Scandinavian country halted the delivery of license plates of new vehicles manufactured by the Texas-based automaker.
Tesla is non-unionized globally, but the Swedish workers are demanding that the carmaker sign a collective bargaining agreement, which most employees in Sweden have. Tesla has no manufacturing plant in Sweden, but has several service centers. 
Tesla said it was suing "the Swedish state through the Swedish Transport Agency" because not accessing the registration plates "constitutes an unlawful discriminatory attack directed at Tesla." 

    


Mikael Andersson, a press spokesperson for the agency, told The Associated Press in an email that "we at the Swedish Transport Agency do not share this view" that the agency was blocking the distribution of license plates. "Therefore Tesla has decided to have the issue tested in court, which is their right." 




"We have not yet seen the lawsuit and it is therefore difficult for us to give any direct comments. We need to look at the lawsuit and Tesla's reasoning in it," Andersson said.

    
    


    

    
        
    



According to the lawsuit obtained by The Associated Press, Tesla demands that the district court fine the agency 1 million kronor ($95,383) to "oblige" the Swedish Transport Agency to allow Tesla "retrieve license plates" within three days from notification of the district court's decision. 
The lawsuit was handed in on Monday. Tesla said that the agency has "a constitutional obligation to provide license plates to vehicle owners." 
The fact that the license plates are withheld "cannot be described in any other way than as a unique attack on a company operating in Sweden."

    


The lawsuit argues that should the agency "not fulfill its constitutional obligation," it "obstructs the applicant's right." 
The trade union ST whose members work for the postal and delivery service PostNord, said that they were blocking the delivery of mail and packages to Tesla in accordance with the rules of the Swedish labor market.
By going to court, Tesla, "shows that they do not accept the rules that prevail" in Sweden, Asa Erba Stenhammar of the ST trade union said.
On Oct. 27, 130 members of the powerful metalworkers' union IF Metall walked out at seven workshops across the country where the popular electric cars are serviced, demanding a collective bargaining agreement. 
Swedish mechanics stopped servicing Tesla cars and several unions, including postal workers, have joined in a wave of sympathy with IF Metall's demands. Dockworkers at Sweden's four largest ports also stopped the delivery of Tesla vehicles to put more pressure on the automaker.

    


Last week, Tesla's CEO Elon Musk wrote on X, the social media platform formerly known as Twitter, which he owns, that it was "insane" that Swedish postal workers were refusing to deliver license plates for new vehicles.
IF Metall earlier said that Tesla Sweden has "refused to sign a collective agreement and violates basic principles in the Swedish labor market." It called such agreements "the backbone of the Swedish model."
The union also asked consumers for their understanding, saying, "We are doing this for the sake of our members, to ensure that they have safe working conditions."
In the lawsuit, Tesla demanded the district court ensure the Swedish Transport Agency delivered its license plates.
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan and Vietnam on Monday agreed to strengthen their security and economic ties in the face of China's growing influence in the region. 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong held talks in Tokyo and agreed to broaden their security cooperation, work on defense equipment and technology transfers and start discussing a new Japanese aid program for militaries of like-minded developing countries in the region.
The two leaders said the Japan-Vietnam relationship would become a "comprehensive strategic partnership," bringing their ongoing cooperation to "new heights and to further expand it to new fronts," according to their joint statement provided by Japan's Foreign Ministry.

    


Japan has been rapidly developing closer ties with Vietnam, a key southeast Asian country that has important security and economic roles in the region faced with China's rise and rivalry with the United States and other Western nations.




Monday's announcement meant that Japan has now gained the status of Vietnam's top-tier partners, along with the United States, China and India.

    
    


    

    
        
    



At a joint news conference after their meeting, Kishida said Vietnam is "a key partner in achieving a free and open Indo-Pacific." Thuong said that close cooperation between the two countries contributes to the region's peace and prosperity.
Under the Official Security Assistance, Japan recently agreed to provide a coastal surveillance radar to the Philippines, another strategically important Southeast Asian country for Japan and the U.S. amid escalating tensions over Taiwan, which Beijing claims as its territory.
Kishida's government in December adopted new security strategy, involving significant military buildup, including counterstrike capability in a major shift from the country's postwar self-defense-only principle.

    


Japan in recent years has also provided a number of patrol vessels to Vietnam to help strengthen its law enforcement capability at sea. Vietnam is one of several countries defending their territorial interest against China in the disputed South China Sea. Japan has had a longstanding territorial dispute with China over islands in the East China Sea.
Kishida and Thuong agreed to expand their cooperation in wide range of areas from trade, climate change and economy to achieve a "free and open Indo-Pacific."
Thoung, who is on a four-day visit as a rare state guest marking the two countries' 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties, is also to visit the Imperial Palace for a meeting and lunch hosted by Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako. He is to give a speech at the Lower House, the more powerful of Japan's two parliamentary chambers, and visit a hydrogen energy facility in Fukuoka in southern Japan.
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EU border agency helping search for missing crew after cargo ship sinks off Greece

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Paramedics transfer a survivor of a shipwreck at a hospital, on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. A cargo ship sank off the Greek island of Lesbos early Sunday, leaving 13 crew members missing and one rescued, authorities said. The Raptor, registered in the Comoros, was on its way to Istanbul from Alexandria, Egypt, carrying 6,000 tons of salt, the coast guard said. It had a crew of 14, including eight Egyptians, four Indians and two Syrians, the coast guard said.(AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- The European Union's border protection agency Frontex has joined the search for 12 crew members missing after a cargo ship sank in rough weather the previous day near the Greek island of Lesbos, authorities said Monday. A 40-year-old Egyptian crew member was rescued on Sunday while the body of another Egyptian member of the crew was recovered by a commercial vessel that was assisting in the search. The Comoros-flagged Raptor was transporting salt from Alexandria, Egypt, to Istanbul and issued a distress signal before the vessel sank. It had a crew of 14, including eight Egyptians, four Indians and two Syrians, the coast guard said.
The ship reported a mechanical problem at 7 a.m. Sunday, sent a distress signal at 8:20 a.m. and shortly after disappeared about 4 1/2 nautical miles (8 kilometers) southwest of Lesbos, authorities said.
Frontex, which patrols the Lesbos area monitoring for illegal migration, sent a surveillance aircraft and a patrol boat to join the Greek coast guard search. 
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Beijing police investigate major Chinese shadow bank Zhongzhi after it says it's insolvent
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Police are investigating suspected crimes of a Chinese wealth company owned by Zhongzhi Enterprise Group, according to the Beijing Public Security Bureau, days after the firm told investors it was insolvent.
In a statement published on the social media platform WeChat over the weekend, the police said they had taken "criminal enforcement measures" against several suspects to investigate and had urged affected investors to lodge a complaint. 
"Investors are requested to actively cooperate with the police in investigating and collecting evidence and safeguard their rights and interests through legal channels," the statement said. 

    


Authorities did not specify what crimes they were investigating. In the past, defaults or other troubles in the financial sector have prompted protests by aggrieved investors. 




Zhongzhi, which is based in Beijing, did not immediately respond to an email for comment and phone calls to a number listed for the company did not connect.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The investigation came after media reports last week that Zhongzhi had apologized to investors in a letter, saying it was insolvent with up to $64 billion in liabilities. That far exceeds its total assets of about $28 billion.
Zhongzhi is one of China's largest shadow banks, companies that provide financial services similar to banks while operating outside of banking regulations. It began showing signs of trouble in August when its subsidiary Zhongrong International Trust missed payments on some of its investment products.
As one of the major Chinese shadow banks, Zhongzhi has lent billions of yuan (dollars) for real estate dealings. The property sector is currently embroiled in a debt crisis, with many of China's big developers having either defaulted or remaining at risk of default after the government restricted borrowing beginning in 2021.

    


To prevent troubles spilling into the economy from the property sector, Chinese regulators have drafted a list of 50 developers eligible for financing support, according to a Bloomberg report last week that cited unnamed people familiar with the matter.
Real estate drove China's economic boom, but developers borrowed heavily as they turned cities into forests of apartment and office towers. That has helped to push total corporate, government and household debt to the equivalent of more than 300% of annual economic output, unusually high for a middle-income country.
Zhongzhi Enterprise Group has investments spanning real estate, mining, semiconductors and vehicle manufacturing. It was founded in 1995 in northeastern China's Heilongjiang province. 
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Beijing court begins hearings for Chinese relatives of people on Malaysia Airlines plane

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Jiang Hui, left, whose mother was on the missing MH370 airline, wears a cap which reads "Pray for Blessing MH370" as he distributes papers with the words " Open, Fair and Just" during a meeting with journalists in Beijing, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A Beijing court is holding compensation hearings for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    [image: Jiang Hui, center, whose mother was on the missing MH370, speaks to journalists in Beijing Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A Beijing court began compensation hearings Monday morning for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing, a case that remains shrouded in mystery after almost a decade. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    [image: Relatives of passengers on the missing MH370 hold up a banner which reads "trial of the Malaysian MH370 case" and "Restart Search" in Beijing, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A Beijing court is holding compensation hearings for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    [image: A plainclothes security person directs Chinese police officers near an area cordoned off for journalists near the Chaoyang district court where compensations hearings are held for relatives of passengers on the missing Malaysian Airline MH370 in Beijing, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A Beijing court is holding compensation hearings for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    [image: Relatives of passengers on the missing Malaysian Airline MH370 listen to another who just attended his compensation hearings in Beijing, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. A Beijing court is holding compensation hearings for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- A Beijing court began compensation hearings Monday morning for Chinese relatives of people who died on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 on a flight to Beijing, a case that remains shrouded in mystery after almost a decade. 
Security was tight around the Chinese capital's main Chaoyang District Intermediary Court and no detailed information was immediately available. Police checked the identities of journalists onsite and sequestered them in a cordoned-off area. Reporters were able to see relatives enter the court but were unable to speak with them before the hearing began. 
There was no immediate comment from the court, and China's Foreign Ministry referred questions on the matter to legal authorities. 

    


"The Chinese government pays high attention to the follow-up actions of MH370. We hope the relevant parties will maintain close communication and handle it properly," ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said at a daily briefing on Monday. 




Various theories have emerged about the fate of the plane, including mechanical failure, a hijacking attempt, or a deliberate effort to scuttle it by those in the cockpit, but scant evidence has been found to show why the plane diverted from its original route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



The Boeing 777 with 227 passengers and 12 crew aboard is believed to have plunged into the Southern Ocean south of India but months of intense searching found no sign of where it went down and only fragments of the plane have washed up on beaches in the area. 
Among the passengers onboard, 153 or 154 by differing accounts were citizens of China, causing the disaster to resonate especially in Beijing, where daily briefings and vigils were held for those missing. Some relatives refused to believe the plane had disappeared, believing it had been taken to an unknown site and that their loved ones remained alive, and refused a accept relatively small compassionate payments from the airline. 

    


Details of the lawsuit remain cloudy but appear to be based on the contention that the airline failed to take measures to locate the plane after it disappeared from air traffic control about 38 minutes after takeoff over the South China Sea on the night of March 8, 2014. 
Relatives have been communicating online and say they expect the hearings to extend to mid-December
Given the continuing mystery surrounding the case, it remains unclear what financial obligations the airline may have and no charges have been brought against the flight crew. However, relatives say they wish for some compensation for a disaster that deprived them of their loved ones and placed them in financial difficulty.
China's largely opaque legal system offers wide latitude for judges to issue legal or financial penalties when criminal penalties cannot be brought.
Similar cases brought in the United States against the airline, its holding company, and insurer have been dismissed on the basis that such matters should be handled by the Malaysian legal system. 
China itself says it is still investigating the cause of the crash of a China Eastern Airlines jetliner that killed 132 people on March 21, 2022. The disaster was a rare failure for the Chinese airline industry that dramatically improved safety following deadly crashes in the 1990s.
The Boeing 737-800 en route from Kunming in the southwest to Guangzhou, near Hong Kong, went into a nosedive from 8,800 meters (29,000 feet), appeared to recover, and then slammed into a mountainside. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-malaysia-airlines-missing-plane-mh370-d04e17170102e23dbe83e359f0a4848e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



This Week in Business: Consumer confidence, inflation update, Dollar Tree earnings
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                                        Measuring confidence
The Conference Board issues its consumer confidence report for November on Tuesday.
Analysts expect that American consumers' confidence fell for the fourth straight month amid a squeeze from inflation and high interest rates. Consumer spending accounts for around 70% of U.S. economic activity, so economists pay close attention to gauge how it may affect the broader economy. Another drop in confidence wouldn't bode well for the beginning of the holiday shopping season.

    


Consumer confidence, by month:




June: 110.1

    
    


    

    
        
    



July: 114.0
Aug.: 108.7
Sept.: 104.3

    


Oct.: 102.6
Nov. (est.) 101.1
Source: FactSet
Scanning the discounts
Dollar Tree reports its latest financial results on Wednesday, giving investors a glimpse into consumer spending habits at discount retailers.

    


Wall Street expects the company to report earnings of $1.01 per share, marking a drop from a year ago. Analysts polled by FactSet expect revenue rose to $7.4 billion. Retailers are being closely watched by analysts to get a better sense of how and where consumers are spending money amid lingering worries about the economy.
Inflation insights
The Commerce Department releases its October snapshot of U.S. consumer spending and inflation on Thursday.
The personal consumption expenditure price index, a gauge of inflation that's closely monitored by the Federal Reserve, is expected to continue easing in October. The Fed began aggressively raising interest rates in March 2022 in a bid to cut inflation to 2%. It has held rates steady over its last several meetings as it monitors easing inflation.
PCE Deflator, annual percent change, seasonally adjusted:

    


May: 4.0
June: 3.2
July: 3.4
Aug.: 3.5
Sept.: 3.4
Oct. (est.): 3.1
Source: FactSet
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Turned down for a loan, business owners look to family and even crowdsourcing to get money to grow

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Jen Rose, a ceramic artist, poses with small garden installations that capture water to feed pollinators at her company, Bee Cups, in Dallas, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Small businesses say loans are harder to get than ever, as banks tighten lending standards and interest rates increase. Rose had a hard time finding a loan to expand her successful business. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Jen Rose, a ceramic artist, poses with small garden installations that capture water to feed pollinators at her company, Bee Cups, in Dallas, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Small businesses say loans are harder to get than ever, as banks tighten lending standards and interest rates increase. Rose had a hard time finding a loan to expand her successful business. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Jen Rose, a ceramic artist, adjusts an installation at her company, Bee Cups, in Dallas, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Small businesses say loans are harder to get than ever, as banks tighten lending standards and interest rates increase. Rose had a hard time finding a loan to expand her successful business. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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    [image: Jen Rose, a ceramic artist, reaches into a kiln at her company, Bee Cups, in Dallas, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Small businesses say loans are harder to get than ever, as banks tighten lending standards and interest rates increase. Rose had a hard time finding a loan to expand her successful business. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- 
Among the many challenges small businesses face as they try to grow these days, getting a loan is right near the top.
Banks big and small have tightened lending standards as the Federal Reserve hiked up interest rates the past two years. The collapse of three regional banks this spring and the possibility of stricter regulations have likely made some banks more cautious as well.

    


So, business owners are having to make sacrifices, from turning to crowdsourcing instead of lenders, borrowing from family or friends, or simply forgoing expansion plans that would have been funded by more capital.




According to the Federal Reserve, which surveys senior bank loan officers quarterly, about 49% of banks said they had tightened lending standards for small firms - those with less than $50 million in annual sales - during the July to September quarter, up from 22% in the same period last year. Loan officers cited an increasingly uncertain economic outlook as one reason for the tightening.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Biz2Credit data tells a similar story. Back in June 2022, big banks approved 15.4% of small business loan applications. The figure has dipped every month since and was at 13% in October. At smaller banks, about one in five funding requests were approved - far from the 50% approval rate pre-pandemic.
Meanwhile, interest rates have jumped. The average interest rate paid on short term loans was 9.1% in October, up sharply from 6.7% in the same period a year ago, and 4.9% the year before that, according to the National Federation of Independent Business.
All those factors have added up to a grim environment if you're a small business seeking a loan.

    


Cheyenne Smith in Salt Lake City, Utah, founded Dakota Ridge, which makes cowboy rain boots for kids, in 2021 with savings from a previous corporate job and money borrowed from her 401(k) retirement plan, about $80,000 total.
Smith quickly realized she needed more money up front than she'd originally thought to build up her inventory. Without two years of tax returns, however, she didn't qualify for many small business loans. Online lenders were quick to offer their services, but the terms were too strict, requiring weekly repayments or interest rates up to 40%. Online lenders approve more loans than traditional banks, but often at higher interest rates.
"It was a nightmare to try and access funding," she said. With no other options, she borrowed about $30,000 from her mother at the end of 2022.
"A lot of people don't have that opportunity," she said. "And I'm very lucky, and I'm aware of that privilege to have that opportunity, not only for the cash up front from my 401(k), but also to have family members that are willing to invest."
Higher interest rates have proven nearly insurmountable for Shantell Chambliss. She owns Nonprofitability, a consulting firm in Richmond, Va., that works with nonprofits and faith-based organizations to grow their business.

    


She started her business in 2017 and grew it without outside financing. This May, Chambliss came up with an expansion plan for her business that would require hiring more people and investing in technology. She realized she needed a loan to get the plan going.
Her goal was to get a $25,000 loan. Her bank, Capital One, denied her the loan but did give her a small increase for her credit card that provided $3,000 in available credit. "Not nearly enough," she said. Her personal bank similarly turned her down.
Chambliss tried to go the non-traditional route and was approved for a larger loan of $11,500 at an online lender, but the interest rates were so high it didn't make sense to accept, she said. The lowest rate she was quoted was 27%.
"For a small business that is not only intimidating, it's almost impossible," she said.
For now, she's paused the expansion plan. She's putting plans in place for a crowdfunding effort in January, calling it the "only logical next step."

    


"We're going to keep working, but right now it really just feels like being a hamster in a wheel," she said. "And I don't feel like anyone is coming to save us."
Some small businesses are putting off projects because of the environment. Nate Hodge co-founded Raaka Chocolate in 2010 by seeking funding from long-term investors. He's relied on them for working capital investments since.
But post-pandemic, Hodge and his partner started seeking funding from banks and online lenders instead of their investors to do some remodeling. He was shocked by the lending environment. From online lenders, he was seeing interest rates of 19%-plus.
He turned back to his investors for private loans instead. Still, the loans weren't enough for some renovation plans they had for their warehouse space, including putting in flooring and removing some walls.
"We had to put that off because we couldn't find good financing," he said. "It's definitely frustrating. It feels kind of predatory the way that some of these (online) lenders present loans to small businesses."

    


Jen Rose started her business, Bee Cups, which sells small garden installations that capture water to feed pollinators, in Dallas, Texas, out of her garage during the pandemic.
She has found loans, but it has been a struggle - and she's seen first-hand the effect of rising rates. Seeking a $350,000 loan to buy a warehouse after she outgrew her garage, she was turned down by two banks, despite having enough money for a down payment. 
She sought recommendations for other banks to try, and had success at Comerica Bank, inking a deal with an enviable 3.8% interest rate at the end of 2021.
In August she closed on a second loan with Comerica for about $400,000 for an adjoining property. But this time, credit rates had tightened and the interest rate nearly doubled to 7%.
Still, Rose said she felt like she didn't have much choice in taking the loan, particularly since the rate is still lower than the average.
"If I could have waited a little while longer, I would have," she said. "(But) the space came available and it was kind of like I needed to grab it if it was ever going to happen."
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China says a surge in respiratory illnesses is caused by flu and other known pathogens

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: A man carriers a child walk out from a crowded holding room of a children's hospital in Beijing on Oct. 30, 2023. A surge in respiratory illnesses across China that has drawn the attention of the World Health Organization is caused by the flu and other known pathogens and not by a novel virus, the country's health ministry said Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- A surge in respiratory illnesses across China that has drawn the attention of the World Health Organization is caused by the flu and other known pathogens and not by a novel virus, the country's health ministry said Sunday.
Recent clusters of respiratory infections are caused by an overlap of common viruses such as the influenza virus, rhinoviruses, the respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV, the adenovirus as well as bacteria such as mycoplasma pneumoniae, which is a common culprit for respiratory tract infections, a National Health Commission spokesperson said. 





    


The ministry called on local authorities to open more fever clinics and promote vaccinations among children and the elderly as the country grapples with a wave of respiratory illnesses in its first full winter since the removal of COVID-19 restrictions.
"Efforts should be made to increase the opening of relevant clinics and treatment areas, extend service hours and increase the supply of medicines," said ministry spokesman Mi Feng.
He advised people to wear masks and called on local authorities to focus on preventing the spread of illnesses in crowded places such as schools and nursing homes.

    
    


    

    
        
    



The WHO earlier this week formally requested that China provide information about a potentially worrying spike in respiratory illnesses and clusters of pneumonia in children, as mentioned by several media reports and a global infectious disease monitoring service.
The emergence of new flu strains or other viruses capable of triggering pandemics typically starts with undiagnosed clusters of respiratory illness. Both SARS and COVID-19 were first reported as unusual types of pneumonia.

    


Chinese authorities earlier this month blamed the increase in respiratory diseases on the lifting of COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. Other countries also saw a jump in respiratory diseases such as RSV when pandemic restrictions ended.
The WHO said Chinese health officials on Thursday provided the data it requested during a teleconference. Those showed an increase in hospital admissions of children due to diseases including bacterial infection, RSV, influenza and common cold viruses since October. 
Chinese officials maintained the spike in patients had not overloaded the country's hospitals, according to the WHO.
It is rare for the U.N. health agency to publicly ask for more detailed information from countries, as such requests are typically made internally. WHO said it requested further data from China via an international legal mechanism.
According to internal accounts in China, the outbreaks have swamped some hospitals in northern China, including in Beijing, and health authorities have asked the public to take children with less severe symptoms to clinics and other facilities.
WHO said that there was too little information at the moment to properly assess the risk of these reported cases of respiratory illness in children. 
Both Chinese authorities and WHO have been accused of a lack of transparency in their initial reports on the COVID-19 pandemic, which started in the central Chinese city of Wuhan in December 2019.
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Pope Francis getting antibiotics intravenously for lung problem, limiting appointments, Vatican says
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis is receiving antibiotics intravenously to treat a lung inflammation and will scale back some appointments, but he doesn't have pneumonia or fever, the Vatican said Monday.
Francis himself on Sunday revealed that he was suffering from the inflammation problem, explaining why he didn't keep his weekly window appointment to greet people in St. Peter's Square. Instead, he gave his blessing from the chapel of the hotel on Vatican grounds where he lives.
Vatican's press office director, Matteo Bruni, said in a written statement on Monday that the inflammation was causing some respiratory difficulties for Francis, whose 87th birthday is next month.

    


"The condition of the pope is good and stationary, he doesn't have a fever, and the respiratory situation is in clear improvement,'' Bruni said. A CT scan, which the pope underwent on Saturday afternoon at a Rome hospital, ruled out pneumonia, Bruni added.




To aid the pope's recovery, "some important commitments expected for the next days have been postponed so he can dedicate the time and desired energy" to his recovery, the spokesman said. 

    
    


    

    
        
    



Other appointments, "of institutional character or easier to maintain given the current health conditions, have been maintained," Bruni added.
He didn't spell out which appointments were being put off. But it appeared that Francis was keeping his private audience with the president of Paraguay Monday morning.
In televised remarks on Sunday, Francis indicated he was going ahead with a three-day trip, beginning on Dec. 1, to the United Arab Emirates, to deliver a speech on climate change at the upcoming United Nations COP28 climate talks.
When he gave his blessing on Sunday, a bandage, holding in place a cannula for intravenous treatment, was clearly visible on his right hand.
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UK government reaches a pay deal with senior doctors that could end disruptive strikes

    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: FILE - Junior doctors hold placards on a picket line outside St Mary's Hospital in London, Tuesday, March 14, 2023. Britain's government reached a deal with senior doctors in England that could potentially end a series of disruptive strikes, officials said Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's government reached a deal with senior doctors in England that could potentially end a series of disruptive strikes, officials said Monday. 
The Department of Health and Social Care said it submitted a pay offer to doctors' unions after weeks of talks, and union leaders agreed to put the proposal to their members for a vote. 
Health officials said the breakthrough was a huge relief, though results from the union votes won't be known until January.

    


The British Medical Association said the government's offer meant senior doctors will start to receive extra income next year, on top of a 6% pay increase already awarded for 2023 to 2024. The doctors' union said the government was investing 4.95% more in salaries for senior doctors, though the amount each doctor will get depends on their contracts. 




Thousands of senior physicians walked off the job for 48-hour periods earlier this year to demand better pay and working conditions from the government, causing major disruptions at hospitals across England.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Those strikes came on top of similar industrial actions by junior doctors, nurses and other health workers who organized their own strikes to obtain pay raises amid the U.K.'s soaring inflation and cost-of-living crisis. 
Senior doctors said their pay has shrunk by a third in real terms over the past 14 years. 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said the new offer was a "fair deal" for senior doctors and will be good news for patients. 

    


This year's strike actions have put further pressure on Britain's under-funded and under-staffed National Health Service, leading to the postponement of more than 1 million hospital appointments. The disruption also cost the NHS some 1.4 billion pounds ($1.8 billion) in lost income and staff coverage, according to health executives. 
Amanda Pritchard, chief executive of NHS England, said the progress in pay negotiations was welcome news, especially because demand for hospital care always surges in winter. 
"This agreement is a critical first step, and we now need all parties to continue to work together to find a solution to remaining pay disputes as soon as possible," she said. 
Government officials earlier reached pay deals with nurses and other health workers, but they are still negotiating with doctors in the early stages of their careers over pay.
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Pope Francis says he has a lung inflammation but will go to Dubai this week for a climate conference

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: Pope Francis appears on a giant monitor set up in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, as he blesses the faithful gathered in the square for the traditional Angelus noon prayer. On Saturday, the Vatican said the pope, whose 87th birthday is next month, was taken to a Rome hospital to have a CT scan to rule out pulmonary complications following a light flu, and that the exam was negative. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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    [image: A giant screen broadcasts Pope Francis delivering his blessing during the Angelus noon prayer from the chapel of the hotel at the Vatican grounds where he lives, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. Pope Francis says he has a lung inflammation but will go later this week to Dubai for the climate change conference. Francis skipped his weekly Sunday appearance at a window overlooking St. Peter's Square, a day after the Vatican said he was suffering from a mild flu. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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    [image: A giant screen broadcasts Pope Francis waving at the end of the Angelus noon prayer, from the chapel of the hotel at the Vatican grounds where he lives, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. Pope Francis says he has a lung inflammation but will go later this week to Dubai for the climate change conference. Francis skipped his weekly Sunday appearance at a window overlooking St. Peter's Square, a day after the Vatican said he was suffering from a mild flu. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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    [image: A giant screen broadcasts Pope Francis coughing during the Angelus noon prayer, from the chapel of the hotel at the Vatican grounds where he lives, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. Pope Francis says he has a lung inflammation but will go later this week to Dubai for the climate change conference. Francis skipped his weekly Sunday appearance at a window overlooking St. Peter's Square, a day after the Vatican said he was suffering from a mild flu. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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    [image: Faithful hold a banner with writing reading "Francis like Peter. Courage!" as a giant screen broadcasts Pope Francis during the Angelus noon prayer, from the chapel of the hotel at the Vatican grounds where he lives, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023. Pope Francis says he has a lung inflammation but will go later this week to Dubai for the climate change conference. Francis skipped his weekly Sunday appearance at a window overlooking St. Peter's Square, a day after the Vatican said he was suffering from a mild flu. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis on Sunday revealed that he has a lung inflammation but will go later this week to Dubai to address the climate change conference. 
Francis skipped his weekly Sunday appearance at a window overlooking St. Peter's Square, a day after the Vatican said he was suffering from a mild flu. Instead, Francis gave the traditional noon blessing in an appearance televised live from the chapel in the Vatican hotel where he lives. 
"Brothers and sisters, happy Sunday. Today I cannot appear at the window because I have this problem of inflammation of the lungs,'' Francis said. The pontiff, whose turns 87 on Dec. 17, added that a priest, sitting beside him, would read out his day's reflections for him. 

    


In those comments, Francis said that he was going to the United Arab Emirates for the COP28 gathering on climate change and that he would deliver his speech, as scheduled, on Saturday to the participants. 




"Besides war, our world is threatened by another great peril, that of climate change, which puts at risk life on Earth, especially for future generations,'' the pontiff said in the words read by the priest.

    
    


    

    
        
    



"I thank all who will accompany this voyage with prayer and with the commitment to take to heart the safeguarding of the common house,'' the pontiff said, using his term for Earth.
In the footage, it could be seen that the pope had a bandage on his right hand and what appeared to be a cannula. The Vatican didn't immediately respond to a query from The Associated Press about whether he was receiving intravenous or some other treatment.
Not immediately explained was the discrepancy between the pope saying he has lung inflammation and the Vatican saying a day earlier that Francis had a CT scan at a Rome hospital "to exclude the risk of pulmonary complications" and that the exam was negative.

    


Earlier this year, Francis was hospitalized for three days for what he later said was pneumonia and what the Vatican described as a case of bronchitis necessitating treatment with intravenous antibiotics. 
This weekend has been very windy and unusually chilly for late autumn in Rome.
The pontiff's voice dipped low, and at times he seemed almost breathless in his brief introductory remarks explaining why he didn't make the window appearance, and at the end when he added his usual request to "don't forget to pray for me."
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    [image: FILE - In this Aug. 16, 2008 photo, a snorkeler swims past an elkhorn coral on a coral reef in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary near Key West, Fla. The International Union for Conservation of Nature, lists elkhorn coral as critically endangered, the last step before extinction. As of Nov. 2023, elkhorn coral has the lowest level of endangerment on Mexico's list, despite scientists' requests to review its classification for at least five years. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Le, file)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Residents of Mexico's Caribbean reef island of Banco Chinchorro near Belize have hunted the meat and salmon-pink shells of queen conch for generations. As populations have shrunk in recent decades, Mexico has enforced limits and bans on catching the shellfish.
The species has continued to decline despite these measures, which included a blanket five-year ban on catches in 2012. Still, the queen conch is one of many vulnerable species not included on Mexico's national endangered species list. 
As Mexico's environment agency celebrates the country's biodiversity during Thursday's national conservation day, conservationists say the government's own registry for endangered species is too short and too slow to update.

    


Despite a legal requirement to review and update the list at least every three years, there have been no updates since August 2019. In the meantime, species like the queen conch have lacked federal environmental protection and moved steadily toward extinction. 




The Mexican environment department did not respond to emails and text messages asking why there had not been any updates to the list since 2019.

    
    


    

    
        
    



Officials accept proposals to list species only during set periods for public comment. That system is opaque and slow, said Alejandro Olivera, a marine biologist at the Center for Biological Diversity.
"We shouldn't have to wait until the government requests for new listings, because species can go extinct or populations can recover from one year to another," Olivera said from La Paz, on the Gulf of California. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, by comparison, accepts submissions on a rolling basis, and has to make an initial response within 90 days. It's still not perfect, Olivera said, but better than a system of submission windows.

    


"Even if you have the hard data, the scientific information to prove that one species is really endangered, the process is not open," Olivera said. "You can't submit the proposal just out of the blue."
The Mexican government most recently opened a comment window in April 2021, when the Center for Biological Diversity submitted a proposal to list the queen conch, but the group never heard back.
One of the experts convened to adjudicate those proposals was Angelica Cervantes Maldonado, a plant biology professor at Mexico's National Autonomous University. She acknowledged that it has taken much longer than the mandated three-year period to update the list. 
"I know the situation of species is complicated and can deteriorate very quickly, but unfortunately here the regulatory process is much slower," she said, adding that the department expects to publish updates around April. 
Mexico's current list was written into law in 2010, and has been updated three times since then, once to make it shorter. 

    


While some species like the queen conch aren't federally protected at all, many more are listed but with a far lesser degree of danger than the science suggests, said Olivera.
The population of elkhorn coral, for example, another Caribbean species, with large, ochre branches growing six feet tall, has declined 97% over the past four decades, according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature, or IUCN, lists elkhorn coral as critically endangered, the last step before extinction. Meanwhile elkhorn coral has the lowest level of endangerment on Mexico's list, despite scientists' requests to review its classification for at least five years.
Compared to the IUCN, last updated in 2022, the Mexican government lists 250 fewer species as needing some kind of protection, and most fall under the lowest risk category. In particular, Mexico lists 535 species as endangered, its worst risk rating, whereas IUCN lists nearly 1,500 species in Mexico as either endangered or critically endangered.
If a species is included on Mexico's list in any category, all commercial uses of that species are banned. Higher categories come with greater restrictions, fines and the potential for criminal prosecution. The list also impacts other permitting and pollution regulations, restricting development in areas where listed species are known to live in some cases.

    


The IUCN says Mexico ranks third in the word for the number of endangered species after Ecuador and Madagascar. 
Other Latin American nations also have struggled to square ponderous regulatory procedures with rapidly changing numbers of endangered species.
In 2014, Brazil passed legislation requiring its listings to be revised every year, but since then there has only been one update, said Rodrigo Jorge, a biologist with the government's environment department.
To expedite the process, Jorge's team launched an online database of endangered species this August called Salve, which can be updated on a rolling basis. Not every species needs to be studied every year, he said, but it is important that there is a regular opportunity to assess the list and make changes.
With Salve's help Jorge says Brazil's list, last revised in 2022, will be updated again next year, the fastest turnaround since the country began categorizing endangered species.

    


For now, however, no species can be declared "threatened" without going through the official, slower regulatory process, and the listings on Salve do not come with regulatory obligations themselves, instead relying on the "goodwill" of companies, Jorge said.
In the build-up to Thursday's national conservation day, the Mexican government took to social media to promote its plan to save the vaquita porpoise, a long-time victim of bycatch fishing. 
In what it called "an exercise of unprecedented transparency" in September, the department sent delegates to a UNESCO meeting in Saudi Arabia to report on progress protecting the vaquita.
Olivera says the government "tells lies or half-truths" and that vaquita populations have continued to decline. "They claim success but... the only way to measure the success of the vaquitas is when we have more vaquitas."
There are as few as 10 vaquitas left in the wild, all in the Gulf of California.
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A critically endangered Sumatran rhino named Delilah successfully gives birth in Indonesia

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    [image: In this undated photo released by Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry, a newly born Sumatran rhino calf walks in its enclosure at Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary at Way Kambas National Park, Indonesia. The critically endangered Sumatran rhino was born on Sumatra Island Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, the second Sumatran rhino born in the country this year and a welcome addition to a species that currently numbers fewer than 50 animals. (Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry via AP)]
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    [image: In this undated photo released by Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry, veterinarian Zulfi Arsan tends to a newly born Sumatran rhino calf at Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary at Way Kambas National Park, Indonesia. The critically endangered Sumatran rhino was born on Sumatra Island Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, the second Sumatran rhino born in the country this year and a welcome addition to a species that currently numbers fewer than 50 animals. (Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry via AP)]
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    [image: In this undated photo released by Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry, a female Sumatran rhino named Delilah is seen after giving birth to a calf at Way Kambas National Park, Indonesia. The critically endangered Sumatran rhino was born on Sumatra Island Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, the second Sumatran rhino born in the country this year and a welcome addition to a species that currently numbers fewer than 50 animals. (Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry via AP)]
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- A critically endangered Sumatran rhino was born in Indonesia's western island of Sumatra on Saturday, the second Sumatran rhino born in the country this year and a welcome addition to a species that currently numbers fewer than 50 animals. 
A female named Delilah gave birth to a 25-kilogram (55-pound) male calf at a sanctuary for Sumatran rhinos in Way Kambas National Park in Lampung province, at the southern tip of Sumatra island. 
The calf is fathered by a male named Harapan, who was born at the Cincinnati Zoo in 2006. He was the last Sumatran rhino in the world to be repatriated to Indonesia, meaning that the entire population of Sumatran rhinos is now in Indonesia.

    


Most of the remaining rhinos live on Sumatra, several in captivity. They are threatened by destruction of tropical forest habitat and poachers who kill the animals for their horns, which are prized for making ornaments and for use in traditional medicine in China and other parts of Asia.

    
        
    
"This birth is also the birth of the second Sumatran rhino in 2023. It emphasizes the government commitment of the Indonesian Government on the rhino conservation efforts in Indonesia, especially the Sumatran rhino," Indonesian Environment and Forestry Minister Siti Nurbaya Bakar said in a written statement.

    
    


    

    
        
    



She added that, from the semi-natural breeding efforts, there were five live births of Sumatran rhinos at the Way Kambas sanctuary.
A conservation guard found Delilah with the newborn male calf next to her on Saturday morning, 10 days earlier than the estimated date of delivery.

    


Delilah and her baby are in good condition as the calf is now able to stand upright and walk. Not long after he was discovered, he was able to breastfeed in a standing position, said a statement from Indonesia' Environment and Forestry Ministry.
The Sumatran rhino is legally protected in Indonesia. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species describes the Sumatran rhinos as critically endangered: the population is declining and only about 30 mature animals remain.
The yet-to-be-named calf is the first success delivery from Delilah.
Delilah, a 7-year-old female, was born in an Indonesian sanctuary in 2016. 
She was the second calf born to her mother, Ratu, who also gave birth to a male named Andatu in 2012, the first rhino birth in captivity in Indonesia in 124 years. The father, Andalas, was born at the Cincinnati Zoo in 2001.
In September, Ratu, a 23-year-old female rhino, gave birth to a female rhino at the sanctuary in Lampung. Sumatran rhinos typically have a life expectancy of 35 to 40 years, according to the WWF conservation group. 
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