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Picking the White House Christmas tree is all about height, sight and light
It's tall, sturdy and fragrant. Meet the White House Christmas tree.
By Andrea Salcedo | 2023-11-28

First lady Jill Biden and military families welcome the White House Christmas tree on Nov. 20. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


On Monday, first lady Jill Biden revealed this year's White House holiday decorations. Among them is the focal point of the Blue Room: the floor-to-ceiling Fraser fir Christmas tree.
The tradition that began with President William Howard Taft's children dropping a tree into the Blue Room in 1912 has become a carefully orchestrated search for a tree that must be the right height and should be strong enough to hold up thousands of ornaments. Once selected, a team of White House staff and volunteers stand on scaffolding wrapping lights and hanging handmade ornaments and ribbons before the first family takes an exclusive peek. Hundreds of gallons of water keep the tree fresh and exuding the scent of Christmas.
The hunt for the Blue Room Christmas tree begins at the farm.
In October, like every fall, a White House delegation traveled to the winner's farm to pick the tree that will temporarily replace the chandelier in the Blue Room, an oval parlor used for receptions and small dinners.
This year, the White House team went to Fleetwood, N.C., where it closely inspected and measured six trees grown by siblings Amber Scott and Alex Church, the winners of this year's Grand Champion Grower contest. The National Christmas Tree Association, a trade industry that promotes the use of real pines, has run the contest since the 1960s. The winner donates a Christmas tree to be placed in the Blue Room, and the runner-up tree traditionally stands at the vice president's home. To qualify for the national contest, growers must first win a state or regional competition.
The White House team had seen pictures of the six trees that met the criteria before arriving at Cline Church Nursery, a 500-acre family-owned tree farm that has sat in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains since 1977. But there's nothing like seeing the trees in person, said Tim O' Connor, executive director of the National Christmas Tree Association.
"It's a little bit of a beauty contest," said O'Connor, who has presented trees to the Obamas, Trumps and Bidens. "They have to be perfect. They are in the center of the room, so you can't hide the bad side in the corner like you do at home sometimes."
Proportions are important. The tree can't be too wide or too narrow. If you're able to see through it, it's probably not Blue Room material. The tree's branches must also be sturdy enough to hold as many as 3,000 ornaments.
The bar for the Blue Room Christmas tree is high -- literally. The tree must be 181/2 feet tall to fit inside the Blue Room once its chandelier comes down. The height is nonnegotiable because once the chandelier is put away, the tree uses its power source. A potential Blue Room tree, which can take up to 24 years to grow, must have a diameter of nearly 12 feet so it can be the center of the room with enough wiggle room to keep some furniture, depending on the administration.
"It has to be a very symmetrical tree and very full," said Laura Dowling, a White House chief floral designer during the Obama administration.
In 2010, Dowling traveled with a White House delegation to a farm in Lehighton, Pa., to select that year's Blue Room tree.
"I remember the horticulturist testing the branches to make sure that the needles were very strong." Dowling said. "What I was looking for was: 'Would it be a good tree to decorate?'"
Dowling recounted walking around the farm for hours to find the best pine. The scent, she said, is "very important."
"I've never heard of a time when a first lady didn't approve the tree that we selected," Dowling said. "Whether it was the first lady or a guest who arrived, the minute they went into the Blue Room, the tree made a statement."
After Taft's children placed the first tree in the Blue Room while their parents were in Panama, other first families followed. Some placed a small tree in the Blue Room; others preferred a large tree or trees in the East Room, where most of the holiday festivities took place.
During the Eisenhower administration, first lady Mamie Eisenhower featured a tree in the Blue Room consistently, the White House Historical Association wrote. First lady Jacqueline Kennedy continued this tradition and in 1961 selected a theme for the annual Blue Room Christmas tree: the "Nutcracker" ballet. This tradition of a themed Blue Room Christmas tree has continued ever since.
The tree is usually delivered to the White House before Thanksgiving. And like everything that enters the White House, it must have security clearance and be fully inspected before a team of about eight to 10 National Park Service workers lift it, carry it through the North Portico and place it in the Blue Room. (How a tree that tall is screened remains a secret, a matter of national security, of course.)

Topiary trees line the east colonnade of the White House in 2018. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


In 2018, first Lady Melania Trump skipped the unveiling of the annual White House Christmas decorations "to let the decorations speak for themselves," her spokeswoman Stephanie Grisham told reporters at the time.
That year, the first lady raised eyebrows with red Christmas trees made of berries. Her office said "the choice of red is an extension of the pales, or stripes found in the presidential seal designed by our Founding Fathers."
(The Blue Room tree should not be confused with the White House's National Christmas Tree, which towers nearly 47 feet tall outside the White House.)

The White House Christmas tree is displayed in the Blue Room in December 2019. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In 2014, Dowling recounted, the tree was so large and fluffy that the main door of the White House had to be temporarily removed for it to fit. Once placed inside the Blue Room, the tree, which arrives bundled up, is opened and left to rest for a couple of hours or overnight before the magic begins, she said.
Once the tree has opened its branches, electricians string thousands of lights onto the pine.
Then the fun part begins.
Volunteers and White House staffers carefully dress it with handmade ribbons and ornaments that sit in a White House warehouse for most of the year. The shiniest ornaments are placed deep within the tree to give the illusion of more lights than it has.
Once the holiday season comes to an end, like everything that goes up, the tree must come down.
"The White House decorations go into storage and go back up every year," Dowling said.
And about 10 months later it all begins again at a farm.
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Biden to highlight Trump's renewed effort to shelve Affordable Care Act 
"My predecessor, once again ... called for cuts that could rip away health insurance for tens of millions Americans and Medicaid," Biden said Monday at the White House.
By Azi Paybarah, Tyler Pager | 2023-11-27

President Biden made the remarks during a speech on bringing down prices for American consumers Monday at the White House. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


President Biden on Monday jumped at the chance to tussle with Republicans over the 2010 health-care law known as Obamacare after Donald Trump wrote on social media this weekend that he is "seriously looking at alternatives" to it, something for which Republicans had all but abandoned trying to fight.
"My predecessor, once again ... called for cuts that could rip away health insurance for tens of millions Americans and Medicaid,"  Biden said Monday at the White House. "They just don't give up. But guess what? We won't let these things happen."
Staffers at the Biden campaign headquarters in Wilmington, Del., expedited plans to focus on health care and the contrast between Trump and Biden on the issue, according to two campaign officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss plans that were not yet public. The campaign will run new TV ads this week in swing states to highlight the president's efforts to lower prices for some prescription drugs and spotlight Trump's call to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
On Tuesday, the campaign will host a press call with Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D), both of whom plan to slam Trump for promising to repeal the health-care law, the campaign officials said, and campaign staffers also are digging through the archives to resurface Trump's attempts over the years to terminate the law.
The Biden campaign touted polling Monday that demonstrated the popularity of the Affordable Care Act. "40 million people -- more than 1 in 10 Americans -- have health insurance today because of the Affordable Care Act and Donald Trump just said he would try to rip it away if he returns to power," Ammar Moussa, a spokesman for the campaign, said in a statement. "He was one vote away from getting it done when he was president -- and we should take him at his word that he'll try to do it again." Moussa added: "Donald Trump's America is one where millions of people lose their health insurance and seniors and families across the country face exorbitant costs just to stay healthy. Those are the stakes next November."
The Affordable Care Act was signed into law in 2010 by President Barack Obama. The legislation expanded health insurance coverage by broadening Medicaid eligibility requirements, and by providing tax credits so people could purchase private insurance plans through newly created marketplaces.
Republicans in the House and Senate for years campaigned on the pledge to repeal the legislation. But once Republicans held majorities in both chambers of Congress and the White House, they could not agree on exactly how to do that.
In 2017, Trump's first year as president, the GOP-controlled House passed one plan, and the GOP-controlled Senate was considering another. That's when Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) walked onto the Senate floor, raised his arm and pointed his thumb down. "The vote left the GOP plan to repeal Obamacare in tatters," The Washington Post's Peter W. Stevenson wrote at the time.
The Biden administration announced in June 2021 that 31 million people had health-care coverage through the Affordable Care Act. About 11.3 million Americans enrolled in plans through marketplaces, and 14.8 million got coverage through expanded Medicaid eligibility, according to the administration.
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How Christie could help Haley if he dropped out
Yes, polls suggest his supporters would largely move to her. But it's probably helpful only in one state, and it's not nearly enough.
By Aaron Blake | 2023-11-27

Former New Jersey governor Chris Christie and former ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley, both Republican candidates, talk during a break in this month's GOP presidential primary debate. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


A battery of recent New Hampshire polls has shown Nikki Haley and Chris Christie running second and third, respectively, in a state that could prove vital for what's left of the GOP effort to stop Donald Trump.
This has led to some predictable chatter about Christie, the former New Jersey governor, dropping out in service of consolidating the anti-Trump vote, given he has long made clear that stopping Trump is high on his list of motivations. Christie, predictably, wants no part of such speculation.
"This idea of people just doing math and adding up numbers -- that's not the way voters vote," Christie said this weekend on CNN. "And so I would say to everybody out there: Let's let the campaign move forward."
Christie has a point that you can't just assume his supporters would go to Haley, the former South Carolina governor and ambassador to the United Nations. But the available evidence suggests that a large portion of them might.
And that could certainly assist Haley, though not necessarily enough to win New Hampshire -- and not very much at all elsewhere.
The main reason to think voters could migrate from Christie to Haley is that, of the five major candidates left, these two largely monopolize the most middle-of-the-road, Trump-skeptical voters. That's essentially Christie's entire base of support, while Haley pulls largely but not exclusively from them.
A recent Washington Post-Monmouth University poll in New Hampshire showed them combining for around two-thirds of primary voters who described themselves as independents or Democrats and two-thirds who described themselves as moderate or liberal. Similarly, a recent CNN New Hampshire poll showed they combined for 9 out of 10 voters who say they voted for President Biden in 2020 -- 20 percent of the electorate in the poll.
And Biden 2020 voters formed a substantial majority of Christie's support; as many as 8 percent of New Hampshire GOP primary voters voted for Biden in 2020 and were now voting for Christie (out of his 11 percent overall). Given that Haley is the overwhelming choice of other Biden 2020 voters -- she took 34 percent of such voters, while nobody else took more than 2 percent -- she would seem the obvious alternative for that 8 percent and those like them.
Another recent Washington Post poll also provides some clues.
The 538/Post/Ipsos poll asked voters after this month's debate whom they were considering voting for. Just 25 percent indicated they were considering Christie. But 70 percent of those considering Christie also said they were considering Haley. Many fewer said they were considering Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (40 percent), Trump (24 percent) or Vivek Ramaswamy (17 percent).
A final survey worth highlighting is a novel poll from the election reform group FairVote last month. It simulated how the GOP primary field would shake out if ranked-choice voting were used. Basically, that means voters rank the candidates in order of preference, and the last-place candidate is continually eliminated, with voters getting their next choice if their candidate is eliminated.
As it happens, that process distilled the race to the very five major candidates we have left today: Trump, DeSantis, Haley, Christie and Ramaswamy. Christie was eliminated at that point, and a huge majority of his support -- 78 percent of it -- went to Haley.
None of these are direct measures of how many Christie supporters would go to Haley if he dropped out. Some polls do ask voters for their second choices, but Christie doesn't generally get enough support to be able to break out those numbers with any real accuracy.
They do, however, suggest she is the most obvious alternative for those Christie supporters, which makes logical sense given where both of them are situated in the race.
It's also worth emphasizing that even locking down Christie's supporters would only go so far for Haley. Even getting all 14 percent of Christie's backers in the CNN poll would merely shrink a 22-point Trump edge to an eight-point advantage. Getting all 11 percent of them in the Post-Monmouth poll should shrink a 28-point gap to about 17 points. We're basically talking about making it a more competitive race rather than a cakewalk for Trump.
(And that's assuming that the other candidates more aligned with Trump -- DeSantis and Ramaswamy -- don't also drop out and see their supporters go to Trump.)
We're also talking about only one state. Christie simply doesn't pull substantial support in any other early state, and he averages just 3 percent nationally.
So this effectively amounts to Christie doing something that could give Haley a plausible shot in one state, and hoping that recasts the race more broadly. When that's the hope that Trump's critics are reaching for, you know things are pretty grim.
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Trump wants a do-over on repealing Obamacare. That seems unwise.
The former president previewed a new effort to "terminate" the law in his potential second term, even though the American people -- including Republicans -- are not really asking for that.
By Aaron Blake | 2023-11-27

Former president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Kingswood Arts Center last month in Wolfeboro, N.H. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


With little more than 11 months to go in the 2024 presidential campaign, you can expect a steady dose of Democrats arguing that Donald Trump would be untethered in a second term -- that the guardrails would be cast aside and a term-limited Trump would go where his more sober-minded advisers once persuaded him not to.
This weekend, Trump handed Democrats a case in point.
After years of Republicans effectively giving up on their long-stated goal of repealing Obamacare, Trump signaled it's back on the table -- and even a priority for him.
"The cost of Obamacare is out of control, plus, it's not good Healthcare," Trump said Saturday on Truth Social. "I'm seriously looking at alternatives. We had a couple of Republican Senators who campaigned for 6 years against it, and then raised their hands not to terminate it. It was a low point for the Republican Party, but we should never give up!"
Whether Trump and his party would ever actually try again is a valid question. Trump says a lot of things. The impetus for this comment was a Wall Street Journal editorial raising concerns about insurers exploiting the law, also officially known as the Affordable Care Act.

Over the past three years, President Trump has repeatedly touted a forthcoming health-care plan, only to blow past his own deadlines without enacting a plan.


But what's clear is that an effort to "terminate" Obamacare is not something Americans are pining for. Not only were the GOP's efforts to repeal and replace Obamacare during Trump's term historically unpopular, but the law also appears to have gotten more popular since then. Perhaps most strikingly, this doesn't even appear to be a major emphasis for the GOP base.
To wit:

(Aaron Blake/KFF)


This is in some ways the inverse of Trump's approach to abortion rights. On that issue, Trump has cautioned his party against some of its more hard-line impulses, which have proved problematic at the ballot box.
Obamacare is less of a likely vote-mover than abortion right now, in large part because it just hasn't been front and center. The GOP effectively disowned Obamacare as an issue in the 2020 and 2022 campaigns, recognizing that its efforts had failed and that it wasn't worth it (or politically wise) to press the issue.
But that doesn't mean it couldn't be a major issue once again, and the reason is simple: Voters tend not to like threats to take away benefits. Obamacare isn't an entitlement program, strictly speaking, but it has some features of one. And when politicians talk of ending health insurance for tens of millions of Americans, dropping coverage of preexisting conditions and cutting Obamacare's Medicaid funding, things get even dicier.
It's not clear what form a potential "alternative" might take. Trump has at least given lip service in the past to keeping some of the more popular features of Obamacare. But actually making that happen would be immensely difficult.
As for whether Trump actually would go down this road? His approach to abortion rights and the realities of getting it done would suggest we shouldn't hold our collective breath. But don't underestimate the fact that, more so than abortion rights, this issue is personal for Trump.
This was a major failure on his watch -- see his comment about "a low point for the Republican Party" -- and he was stymied by a man he frequently derided, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), whose thumbs-down killed the effort once and for all. Trump could also reason that an increasingly Trump-aligned GOP contingent in Congress would be more likely to go along with him.
Whether he follows through or not, he has surely handed Democrats a talking point.
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Americans are buying guns -- but maybe not the Americans you think
Last week, NBC News presented a surprising bit of data: for the first time in its two decades of asking, a majority of respondents to its national poll indicated that they lived in a home with a firearm. The number deserves some context.
By Philip Bump | 2023-11-28

The G3 Firearms gun store in Turner, Maine, on Oct. 27.  (Robert Klemko/The Washington Post)


Last week, NBC News presented a surprising bit of data: for the first time in its two decades of asking, a majority of respondents to its national poll indicated that they lived in a home with a firearm. In 2013, a poll of American adults found that 42 percent lived in households in which there was a gun. In the most recent poll, questioning registered voters, 52 percent said they did.
"In the last 10 years, we've grown [10 points] in gun ownership," pollster Micah Roberts of Public Opinion Strategies told the network. "That's a very stunning number."
It is. It also deserves some context.
A few things are clear. One is that Americans own a lot of guns. Another, considering a slightly different facet, is that a lot of Americans own guns. A third is that the number of guns being purchased has increased dramatically over the past few decades.
We can see that in the number of background checks completed by the FBI each month. This is not a perfect reflection of the number of guns sold, since background checks can also accompany permit renewals (as in Kentucky). But it's a decent measure of the increase in sales since the beginning of the century.




Most notable on that chart (which shows background checks relative to population each month) is the surge in 2020. There were more than 1,000 background checks per 100,000 U.S. residents in March 2020 as the pandemic emerged. That June, with protests erupting around the country, the number neared 1,100 per 100,000 residents. In January 2021, in the wake of the Capitol riot and the inauguration of a Democratic president seen as more likely to sign new restrictions on purchases, the figure topped 1,300 per 100,000 residents.
From February 2020 through January 2021, there were 41.3 million background checks conducted.
That said, though, other measures of gun ownership show a more modest change. In fact, the biannual General Social Survey (GSS) indicates that the percentage of Americans indicating they have a gun at home has remained fairly steady over the past decade. There was a jump in 2021 and 2022, but a modest one.




The GSS data suggest that the reason for that uptick is that Republicans -- who over the past decade or so have been much more likely to own guns -- were more likely to say they had a firearm at home. But, in keeping with NBC's findings, so did Democrats.




(The charts in this article use average GSS values over the preceding five years to smooth out trends over time. Independents who lean toward a party are included with that party's data.)
There was some increase in reported gun ownership in suburban areas and a slight rise in rural areas, according to the GSS. The heaviest growth, though, was in urban areas -- particularly in the 12 largest metropolitan statistical areas.




Overlapping party and region, the GSS suggests that a long downward slide among rural Democrats reversed in recent years, as urban Republicans and Democrats were both more likely to report gun ownership.




There was also a marked increase in reported gun ownership among Black Americans, something also seen in the NBC data. Since 2019, NBC found a 17-point increase in reported gun ownership by Black Americans. The GSS shows an increase in the five-year average from 8 percent in 2017 to 22 percent in 2022.




The GSS numbers are uniformly lower than the NBC ones. But the changes by race and party broadly track: more ownership among those who live in cities and among Black Americans.
Of course, we're talking about increases to relatively small numbers, particularly when compared with the numbers for rural Americans and Republicans. In the GSS data, only those two groups saw a majority of respondents indicating that they owned guns. The upward shift among more-Democratic constituencies are noteworthy precisely because they're unexpected.
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Ron DeSantis meets with potential GOP donors to new super PAC
A newly formed super PAC, Fight Right, is backing Ron DeSantis's presidential campaign, amid tensions between his top allies.
By Amy B Wang, Hannah Knowles | 2023-11-27

Republican presidential candidate Ron DeSantis, seen in New Hampshire last week, is meeting with potential donors to a newly formed super PAC on Monday. (Kristopher Radder/AP)


Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) is meeting Monday with potential donors to Fight Right, a newly formed super PAC that is backing his presidential campaign, amid tensions with another super PAC that culminated last week in the departure of the group's chief executive.
In a memo Monday, DeSantis campaign manager James Uthmeier said the campaign would welcome the efforts of Fight Right, while also praising the "incredible field operation and ground game" of Never Back Down, which has played an unusually large role in DeSantis's 2024 White House bid.
Fight Right will "devote full attention to fighting for Ron DeSantis through powerful TV advertising," Uthmeier wrote.
"In the final push for the Iowa Caucus victory, this campaign will proudly fight alongside NBD's impressive ground game, and Fight Right's television team, to show the people of Iowa that this is a time for choosing," he added.
The memo comes as infighting between top DeSantis allies has spilled into public view -- and as DeSantis's campaign continues to struggle to gain momentum. While campaigns are limited by federal law to raising no more than $3,300 from individuals for the primary race, super PACs have no such restrictions. However, super PACs are legally prohibited from coordinating with the campaigns they back on strategy.
DeSantis allies created Fight Right earlier this month. Never Back Down's board members were divided over a decision to transfer money to fund the new pro-DeSantis group, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Last week, Fight Right began airing attack ads aimed at rising presidential rival Nikki Haley, shaking up the DeSantis operation late in the race. Never Back Down had already run its own ads against Haley, a former ambassador to the United Nations, but took them off the air recently amid worries that the negative spots were backfiring on DeSantis, given how closely he is associated with that super PAC.
Never Back Down booked more than $40 million in ads this cycle, more than any other super PAC or campaign in the presidential race, according to the ad tracking firm AdImpact.
Chris Jankowski, formerly the head of Never Back Down, resigned last week, saying the environment had become "untenable" for him and that the problems were "well beyond a difference of strategic opinion."
Never Back Down was initially funded with more than $80 million left over from a group backing DeSantis's gubernatorial reelection, and it built a massive door-knocking program, hosted many of DeSantis's events and took on some of the cost of his private plane travel. That arrangement helped the campaign offload many costs, and Never Back Down expanded its role further as the campaign downsized amid an early budget crunch.
Officials with the Never Back Down super PAC and the DeSantis campaign have questioned each other's strategy at times.
DeSantis is meeting Monday with prospective backers of Fight Right in Palm Beach, Fla., according to a person familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. Fight Right's directors include DeSantis adviser David Dewhirst, DeSantis appointee Jeff Aaron and DeSantis-linked lobbyist Scott Ross.
Josh Dawsey contributed to this report.
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How risky for Biden is Arab American anger over Israel?
The question is less about numbers than about broad, shared frustration.
By Philip Bump | 2023-11-27

Members of the Jewish Voice for Peace group and allies rally Nov. 7 in Detroit in support of a cease-fire in the Israel-Gaza war. (Dieu-Nalio Chery/Reuters)


Washington Post columnist Shadi Hamid observed something while at home over the Thanksgiving break: Several Arab relatives told him that they would not support President Biden's reelection next year because of his response to the Gaza war. They wouldn't vote for Donald Trump, should he be the Republican nominee -- they just don't plan to vote for president at all.
MSNBC's Mehdi Hasan indicated that he'd heard similar rumblings.
"Dems need to understand that the anger is very real," he wrote on social media.
The Democrats responsible for Biden's reelection campaign were probably already aware of the unhappiness. At the end of October, NBC News looked at the frustrations of Muslims and Arab Americans over Biden's unwavering support for Israel's response to the Oct. 7 Hamas attack. Even then, the anger was obviously not manifesting simply at the individual level but also at an institutional one, with community leaders indicating they and their organizations would withhold support for the Democratic incumbent.
The obvious question that arises is whether the evaporation of this support could shift the 2024 presidential election results. It's a question that's worth trying to answer if only because of how it reflects the Democratic coalition -- but it's also a question that elevates a more important worry for the political left.
The Census Bureau estimates that, as of the 2020 Census, there were about 3.5 million people in the United States of Middle Eastern or North African descent. This category, often referred to with the shorthand "MENA," is necessarily overly broad for the question at hand, and includes individuals from a sweeping range of cultural and national backgrounds.
It's also imperfect because the bureau doesn't track MENA as a separate racial category. It had planned to, introducing the category on the 2020 questionnaire. That change was spiked by the Trump administration.
Using the bureau's 2020 estimates by county, we see that counties with higher percentages of MENA residents were generally more likely to support Biden in the 2020 election. On average, counties that backed Biden that year had twice the density of MENA residents as those that backed Trump.




That's only among counties where the number of MENA-descended residents was measurable. Trump won by 40 points in counties where the number of MENA residents was too small for the bureau to break out. The counties with measurable MENA populations but at the lowest density also backed Trump by 27 points. The higher the density of MENA residents, though, the greater the swing to the left. The fifth of counties with the highest percentages of measured MENA residency backed Biden by 26 points.




But this doesn't mean that those places are more heavily Democratic because of their higher populations of MENA residents. The counties with the highest densities of MENA residents are heavily urban, places that Democrats win in general. More than 101 million people live in urban counties that are in the upper half of measurable MENA population density. It has long been the case that immigrants to the United States move to large cities and/or places where other immigrants from their countries already live, creating more-dense communities sharing a common background. Big cities, though, aren't Democratic specifically because of MENA residents.
If we look at the question from the standpoint of the 2020 results, we seem to get a bit more clarity. In each of the five states that flipped from Trump in 2016 to Biden in 2020, the number of MENA residents is higher than the vote margin. That includes Michigan, which has one of the nation's largest MENA populations. (Michigan also wasn't particularly close, despite the post-2020 rhetoric; 18 states had narrower vote margins in the presidential contest.)
Assuming that the MENA community gave Biden his 2020 win assumes, though, that all of those residents are adult citizens who are registered to vote. That's not the case. The Census Bureau estimates that about a quarter of MENA residents are under the age of 18. Assume that holds across states and Pennsylvania's and Wisconsin's margins exceed the MENA population total. If you further assume that Biden won MENA voters by about 25 points, Michigan drops off the list, too. And this doesn't account for citizenship.
This looks only at one facet of the question, of course. Anger at Biden's response to Gaza extends beyond U.S. residents who fall into the MENA category, most obviously to many Muslim Americans. PRRI's 2022 survey of religious identity estimates that about 0.6 percent of Americans are Muslim, a smaller number than are categorized as MENA by the Census Bureau. Importantly for our consideration here, PRRI also estimates that about 1 percent of Democrats are Muslim. If Biden lost 1 percent of his votes in Arizona or Georgia in 2020, he'd have lost both states.
While it's useful to recognize intricacies of political coalitions, such as that non-White U.S. residents and particularly immigrants are more likely to live in urban areas, it offers an incomplete picture. The numbers above are misleading in part because they focus on the trees, not the forest.
The real issue is enthusiasm or, if you prefer, apathy. It's how Biden's actions as president disincline his 2020 supporters from going to the polls again in 2024. The issue isn't whether this particular group of U.S. residents will not vote; it's the extent to which they reflect just one facet of a broader, beyond-MENA community that is similarly disaffected. Young people. Black people. Hispanic people. As we've written, 2024 may be decided by a broad pattern of nonvoting, if not a narrow one.
You can't be president without making some part of your base unhappy. Biden has certainly not avoided this. The question he faces is whether the anger he faces now from elements of his 2020 base will linger for the next 12 months -- and how far that anger spreads. The left's frustration over Biden's approach to Gaza, for example, extends well beyond Muslim and Arab American voters.
This is where the observations of Hamid and Hasan are particularly informative: It seems quite safe to assume that the anger in that community will indeed linger, as will its halo effect elsewhere on the left.
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Roommates file $16 million suit against police who shot their dog
The owners of a dog that was shot by officers in Prince George's County, Md., and later had to be euthanized, are suing the police.
By Katie Mettler, Clarence Williams | 2023-11-28

Attorney Malcolm Ruff, left, looks toward his clients -- Erica Umana, Erika Erazo Sanchez, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas -- during a news conference. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The Prince George's County Police Department and three of its officers were sued in federal court Monday for $16 million by four roommates who allege the officers illegally entered their apartment without a warrant, used excessive force, and needlessly shot and paralyzed their dog, which later had to be euthanized.
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Maryland, was announced at a news conference Monday afternoon by the roommates -- Erica Umana, Erika Erazo Sanchez, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas. Their attorneys, William "Billy" Murphy and Malcolm Ruff, have previously sued Prince George's police in federal court numerous times for allegations of excessive force, unlawful search and seizure, and false arrest.
But what made this case different, Ruff said, is cellphone video footage from one of the roommates as well as body-camera video footage from the officers, which attorneys played for reporters as the roommates wept.

Erika Erazo Sanchez, Erica Umana, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas alleged that Prince George's County police barged into their apartment and grievously wounded their dog. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"It's an ugly situation deserving of every penny we are demanding of the county," Murphy said. "We are here to make known that the Prince George's County Police Department has not yet completed the job of reform. They still do ugly things to citizens."
Murphy called on federal authorities to intervene again in Prince George's, harking back to the 2000s when the Justice Department had the county police under a consent decree.
County officials said they do not comment on pending litigation.
The videos, reviewed by The Washington Post, show police responding to a call of an alleged dog bite at a Landover Hills apartment complex where the roommates lived in June 2021. The dog, a 6-year-old boxer mix named Hennessy, belonged to Umana.
Body-camera video shows the officers attempting to seize the dog -- in contradiction of department rules -- and entering the apartment with no warrant after obtaining a master key from a maintenance worker. When the roommates ask the officers if they have a warrant, one says in the video they don't need one because they have "probable cause."
But that was not true, according to the lawsuit, because no crime had been committed -- by the dog or the dog's owners.

Attorneys Billy Murphy, center, and Malcolm Ruff, left, with their clients. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


"What happened after that was nothing short of utter chaos," Ruff said, "created solely by these brazen, retaliatory and completely unauthorized actions of these disrespectful officers."
Once inside the apartment, the officers pulled guns and Tasers and pointed them at the roommates. Amid the commotion, the dog ran out of a bedroom and past the officers -- seemingly showing no aggression, according to the videos and the attorneys. One officer fired his gun, then another officer fired, and a third shocked the dog with a Taser, according to the video and the roommates' accounts. They screamed and pleaded to be let go as they watched the dog writhe and bleed on their beige carpet.
Again, they asked: Why were the police there without a warrant?
"That's what happens when you don't answer questions," one officer responded.
Late that night, after being detained alongside her roommates for hours in the back of a hot police van, Umana reunited with Hennessy at an animal hospital. Her pet was sedated and paralyzed, so she chose to have her euthanized -- and was charged $800.
The county offered to pay for the medical bills, according to the lawsuit, but only if she promised not to speak out publicly about the home invasion and shooting. Umana said no.
In the two and a half years since the incident, the three officers who were involved have faced discipline internally by the police department but no criminal charges.
An internal affairs investigation found that Cpl. Jason Ball and Officer Joseph Mihanda were accused of "conduct unbecoming an officer," placed on paid administrative duty and brought before an internal trial board, the police department said. Mihanda was found guilty and was disciplined, a department spokesperson said. Ball's case is still pending as the department awaits a discipline recommendation from the trial board, the spokesperson said.
Cpl. Anthony Jackson, who was not initially involved in the incident, was found guilty of a body-camera violation, the department said. He was suspended for two weeks with pay, police said, and has returned to his full duties.
The police department's internal affairs division referred the results of its investigation to the state's attorney's office to determine if the officers committed any crimes. The state's attorney's office declined to prosecute, a spokesperson said.
"After reviewing all of the evidence in this matter a determination was made that actions of the officers didn't generate criminal liability because they were acting in good faith," the office said in a statement to The Post.
But the roommates, their attorneys and a host of supporters who joined them at the news conference -- including representatives from the NAACP Maryland State Conference, the Coalition of Concerned Mothers of Prince George's County, CASA and the American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland -- disagreed with that assessment from prosecutors.
"Without a badge, these officers would be trespassers. Without a badge these officers would be called burglars. Without a badge, these officers would be called assailants," said NaShona Kess, of the Maryland NAACP. "With a badge and without a warrant they are trespassers. With a badge and without a warrant they are burglars and assailants."
Ruff said the officers' conduct was a blatant violation of the roommates' Fourth Amendment rights as well as a violation of the police department's general orders -- the police employee manual. It instructs officers to complete a case record for their supervisor if an animal is dangerous but contained. If an animal poses an immediate threat, officers are supposed to find and contain it "without endangering themselves or the public," then call animal control, according to the protocol.
If officers cannot find the animal, they are to create a case record and give it to the animal management division within 24 hours. Department protocol also says that officers should assist animal control in enforcing animal-related laws only after a warrant has been issued.
The announcement came the same day that jury selection started in the second-degree murder trial of a different Prince George's County police officer, who was charged with fatally shooting a man six times in January 2020 while the man's hands were cuffed behind his back. Murphy and Ruff represented the victim's family in a civil case over that shooting, securing a $20 million settlement from the county -- at the time considered one of the largest police misconduct payouts in history.

Video shows emotional encounter between police and Dayri Amaya in her apartment on June 2, 2021.


The dog shooting case, the attorneys said, is a new data point in a long history of the department's officers using excessive force and abusing their police powers.
"This lawsuit is yet another tragically foreseeable outcome of a failed and biased system of policing in Prince George's County, to which County leadership has continually turned a blind eye," the lawsuit said.
The roommates have been "irreparably damaged," having suffered from post-traumatic stress, panic attacks, medical expenses and legal fees, the attorneys say. "There is no reason under the sun they should have been treated the way the county police treated them," Ruff said.
When reached by phone Monday, Ball said he had not received notice of the lawsuit. A man reached at a number connected with Mihanda declined to comment or identify himself but referred questions to the police department. Jackson could not immediately be reached for comment.
Erazo Sanchez spoke on behalf of her roommates at the news conference and said that night was a "nightmare."
"I held Henny's body, bloody body, while she was dying in my arms while the rest of her family was detained," she said. "I no longer feel safe in the presence of police officers and I will never trust them ever again."
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George Santos predicts he'll be expelled from Congress in upcoming vote
"I know I'm going to get expelled when this expulsion resolution goes to the floor," Santos said during a three-hour-long, expletive-laden conversation held on X Spaces.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2023-11-27

Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.) runs to a vote on Capitol Hill in Washington on Nov. 15. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Embattled Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.) is predicting he will be expelled from Congress as early as this week following the release of a scathing report from the House Ethics Committee, which found "substantial evidence" that he knowingly violated ethics guidelines, House rules and criminal laws.
In a three-hour-long, expletive-laden conversation held on X Spaces, Santos declined to comment on the array of allegations brought up by the report. He said his words could be used against him in an ongoing criminal case in which he faces 23 federal charges, including fraud, money laundering, falsifying records and aggravated identity theft.
Santos did, however, describe the Ethics Committee report as "slanderous" and claimed that his colleagues are trying to force him out of his House seat. He also accused Ethics Committee Chairman Michael Guest (R-Miss.) of "weaponizing" his position and publishing a "hit-piece" against him.
Santos, who described himself in the conversation as the Republican "It Girl" as well as the "Mary Magdalene of the United States Congress," defiantly declared: "I'm not leaving."
"Come hell or high water ... it's done when I say it's done," he said during the conversation on Friday night.
Still, the lawmaker appeared to believe his fate is sealed.
"I know I'm going to get expelled when this expulsion resolution goes to the floor," said Santos, referring to a motion to remove him that Guest introduced on Nov. 17. "I've done the math over and over, and it doesn't look really good."

The House moved to vote on expelling Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.) from Congress in light of an ethics report released Nov. 16 that detailed financial misconduct.


Expulsion from the House requires a two-thirds vote by members.
The House can consider Guest's motion after it returns from its Thanksgiving break on Tuesday. The timing of a vote remains uncertain.
While speaking to reporters in Sarasota, Fla., on Monday, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said he spoke with Santos "at some length over the holiday" about "his options." Johnson did not specify what those are.
"We'll have to see," he said. "It is not yet determined. But we'll be talking about that when we get back tomorrow."
Expulsions from Congress are extremely rare. Only five members of the House have ever been expelled in American history: Three lawmakers were expelled in 1861, at the start of the Civil War, for fighting for the Confederacy. Then-Rep. Michael Myers (D-Pa.) was expelled in 1980 after he was convicted of bribery, and Rep. James Traficant (D-Ohio) was expelled in 2002 after being convicted of racketeering, bribery and fraud.
If expelled, Santos would be the first lawmaker removed in modern times without having been convicted of a crime.
The Ethics Committee report, which was published on Nov. 16, accused Santos of -- among other things -- stealing money from his campaign, deceiving donors about how contributions would be used, creating fictitious loans and engaging in fraudulent business dealings. Santos, the report alleged, repeatedly used funds intended for his campaign for personal enrichment, including spa charges and paying down his own credit card debt.
Santos announced following the report's release that he would not seek reelection next year.
During the X Spaces conversation, Santos said he does not want to continue working with "a bunch of hypocrites" in Congress, whom he accused of committing infractions more severe than his, including being "more worried about getting drunk every night" with lobbyists.
Santos, without providing evidence, also accused his colleagues of trying to "sell off the American people" and of voting while hung over.
"They all act like they're in ivory towers with white pointy hats and they're untouchable," he said. "Within the ranks of United States Congress, there's felons galore."
Santos also zeroed in on Guest, challenging the Mississippi Republican to "be a man" and quickly move the resolution forward.
A spokeswoman for Guest did not immediately respond to a request for comment. When the Ethics Committee released the report, Guest, in an accompanying statement, said that the evidence uncovered by the investigation of Santos "is more than sufficient to warrant punishment and the most appropriate punishment, is expulsion."
On Friday, Santos said he will wear his expulsion "like a badge of honor."
"I'll be expelled because people simply did not like me," he said.
Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Murder trial begins for Prince George's officer charged with killing man
In 2020, Prince George's police Cpl. Michael Owen Jr. was charged with shooting William Green during a traffic stop. Nearly four years later, his trial begins.
By Katie Mettler, Steve Thompson | 2023-11-28

The family of William Green during a news conference in September 2020 announcing a $20 million settlement in his fatal shooting. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Nearly four years after 43-year-old William Green was fatally shot while handcuffed behind his back, the second-degree murder trial for the Prince George's County police officer charged with pulling the trigger began Monday.
The officer, Cpl. Michael Owen Jr., has been jailed since the fatal shooting in January 2020, when police say he shot Green six times as the man sat in the front seat of his police cruiser. Owen's own department arrested him less than 24 hours later, the first time a county officer had been charged with murder in connection with actions taken while on duty.
Jury selection started in Prince George's County Circuit Court on Monday morning for the case, which has ignited calls for police reform in the majority-Black Washington-area suburb in Maryland, where the police department has long had a fraught history of excessive force and misconduct.
Since Green was killed on Jan. 27, 2020, his family has won a $20 million settlement from county officials and upended a potential plea deal for Owen earlier this year after publicly expressing their disapproval because they wanted the details of the case to be exposed in court.
Before the fatal shooting, Owen had been accused of using excessive force and had sought workers' compensation for psychological difficulties stemming from a fatal shooting earlier in his career, information that should have been reported to supervisors or triggered intervention through the police department's early-warning system. But that did not happen.
Green, of Southeast Washington, was a father of two and a Megabus luggage loader whom family called "Boo Boo." On the night he was killed, police received a 911 call about a man driving a Buick that had struck several vehicles. Authorities eventually found the car in Temple Hills, Md. Green was asleep inside.
Owen removed Green from the car, cuffed his hands behind his back and placed him in the front seat of a police cruiser to wait for a drug recognition expert, according to police records and interviews. A few minutes later, authorities said, Owen shot at Green seven times, with six shots hitting the man. The wounds, Green's family said, were on both sides of his torso.
Owen was not wearing a police-issued body camera at the time of the shooting. The officer told authorities that Green reached for his firearm and that he feared for his life. Thomas Mooney, Owen's attorney, has said in the past that authorities pressed the second-degree murder charge after a "rushed" investigation.
But prosecutors have said there is no evidence that Green posed a serious threat.
The case became a turning point for police reform in Prince George's County but never captured the nation's attention in the same way that the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police did in the summer of 2020, sparking widespread racial-justice protests.
For Green's family, the reason is simple: The officer who killed Floyd is White. The officer who killed Green is Black.
Still, local police accountability advocates worked with Green's family and Baltimore-based civil rights attorneys William "Billy" Murphy and Malcolm Ruff to push Prince George's police to reform their systems. The county paid Green's family a $20 million settlement after they filed a federal wrongful-death lawsuit, believed at the time to be among the nation's largest one-time settlements involving someone killed by law enforcement. (Floyd's family was later awarded $27 million from the city of Minneapolis.)
During the news conference announcing the Green family's settlement in late 2020, County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) said officials were "accepting responsibility" for the mistakes that led to Green's death. She created a police reform working group and vowed to advocate police reform measures at the state level.
"Police are given by this community an awesome and tremendously difficult responsibility of protecting life," Alsobrooks said at the time. "They are also likewise given an authority that is not shared by anyone else in this community, and that is the authority to take life. ... When that trust is abused, it is necessary to take swift and decisive action."
It has taken prosecutors nearly four years to bring their case before a judge. The trial was first delayed by the coronavirus pandemic, but even after the courts in Maryland reopened and criminal trials resumed, delays continued. The trial was scheduled for March 2021, then rescheduled to March 2022, then pushed again to February.
Just days before the trial was scheduled to begin, though, prosecutors offered Owen a plea deal that would have reduced the officer's charges from second-degree murder to voluntary manslaughter and dramatically cut back a potential punishment, The Washington Post reported. Green's family had met with prosecutors on the anniversary of the date Owen was first charged to discuss the plea offer and expressed concern that the deal could have made the officer eligible for parole within a few years.
Prosecutors made the offer, according to court records, and Owen accepted.
Plea deals, which are common in courthouses nationwide, are not final until a judge accepts them, and the details rarely become public before they are discussed in open court. But Green's family went public with their disapproval -- and Judge Michael Pearson threw out the deal days later, telling prosecutors in court that they had "dropped the ball" in the case.
He delayed the case a final time because neither the prosecution nor the defense was prepared to go to trial.
Ahead of the shooting, the department missed opportunities to steer a struggling and errant officer back on course, a Post investigation in 2020 found.
Owen had triggered the agency's early-warning system by using force twice in quick succession the previous summer. But it took months for the system, which relied on information being compiled by hand and entered into a database, to create the flag, police officials said. Owen's supervisors weren't formally notified until the month he killed Green, and they had not taken action.
In two other 2019 incidents, videos showed Owen with his hands on the necks of people he arrested. One of those incidents came less than a month before Green's death.
Other Prince George's residents who encountered Owen over the years also had accused him of brutality and a lack of professionalism. Several who were arrested by Owen, and accused of aggressive behavior toward him, had charges dropped because the officer did not show up for court proceedings -- another sign of trouble.
Experts who spoke to The  Post said the sluggish pace of the early-warning system jeopardized both officers and civilians like Green. Former Prince George's County police chief Hank Stawinski -- who ordered Owen arrested after the shooting -- told The Post that he understood that the system was too slow and had been working to upgrade it.
Owen's supervisors also were unaware that he had sought workers' compensation for psychological difficulties stemming from a fatal shooting early in his career, department officials said, even though Owen was supposed to notify them. This meant that while some parts of the county bureaucracy were aware of the claim, Owen's supervisors -- according to the department -- were not.
Opening statements in the trial are expected to start Tuesday.
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With Trump moving closer to renomination, rewriting Jan. 6 attack gains urgency
The causes of the Capitol riot are clear. So is the motivation of those who are trying to blur the question.
By Philip Bump | 2023-11-27

A large number of Trump supporters make their way up Constitution Avenue en route to the U.S. Capitol after President Donald Trump gave a speech at the Ellipse and encouraged them to march on Jan. 6, 2021. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post) 


There is no mystery about the Capitol riot. There is nothing intangible, no unseen engine for what occurred. There is no uncertainty about what happened and why.
But because everything about what unfolded on Jan. 6, 2021, implicates the cultural leader of the Republican Party -- and because pretending that a mystery exists benefits him -- we approach the third anniversary of that day with renewed efforts to rewrite its history.
Donald Trump lost the 2020 presidential election and very obviously refused to accept it. Any questions about the legitimacy of the vote -- stoked by Trump for years -- evaporated within weeks, if not days. Many of his allies shifted to vague arguments about how the system was working against him. But Trump didn't. He argued that there was fraud covered up by Trump haters and, with increasing desperation, demanded that his supporters in Washington and elsewhere rise to his defense.
A few hours after a heated Oval Office argument in which his team tried to figure out how to retain power, he shared a post on social media calling for supporters to come to Washington on Jan. 6. The day's protest, he promised, would "be wild." This message itself comes up repeatedly when looking at the triggers for participants to be at the Capitol on that day.
Thousands came. Trump, still trying to figure out how to block the certification of Joe Biden's election, gave a speech to the crowd making more false claims about fraud, including debunked ones, and encouraged people to march to the Capitol. They did. There was a riot. People died. Scores of police officers were assaulted. A few hours later, Trump's loss was formalized.
In short, the day's violence was carried out by Trump supporters and supporters of Trump's politics. They were there not only because Trump specified that day and place as the location of a "protest" but because he'd relentlessly argued that a protest was needed. The intent was explicitly to challenge the results of the 2020 election. That Trump used the word "peacefully" once in his speech is no more exculpatory than the fact that thousands of Trump supporters weren't violent and didn't enter the Capitol. There was violence and there were violent actors; they were there because Trump refused to accept that voters had rejected him.
There was a point at which this might have understandably seemed like the coda to Trump's tenure in politics. Trump lost the election and then stoked a violent response to the transfer of power. History books, if not Hollywood, suggest an epilogue in which he spends his remaining years exiled to the wilderness.
But he was never exiled. Less than two weeks after Trump's departure from Washington, the leader of the House Republican conference, seeking to solidify his own power, paid the former president a sycophantic visit. Since 2015, Republicans had figured out that even valid criticisms of Trump could be pivoted to his and their advantage, and the riot was no different. So they did and, 1,000 days after the riot, Trump found himself the clear front-runner for the Republican 2024 presidential nomination.
This adds new urgency to efforts by Trump's allies to neutralize his response to the 2020 election as a political issue. Trump's opponents, including President Biden, have focused on Trump's rejection of the election results -- on his efforts to sideline democracy -- as a central reason to oppose him in 2024. There's evidence that many voters view 2024 through this lens. While many of the right's defenses of Trump center on the short-term rewards of allying with his rhetoric, some of them are obviously more tactical.
These defenses take a number of forms.
The most deluded centers on the idea that the riot was not actually a function of Trump supporters or a desire to see Trump retain power. Two alternative culprits are generally proposed: federal agents or left-wing actors.
The latter idea was voiced immediately after the riot and was quickly debunked. But it lingers: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), who's selling a book, told Donald Trump Jr. on a recent podcast that "nobody could tell me that those were Trump supporters" and that she believes "they were antifa -- [Black Lives Matter] rioters."
There's no evidence of this at all. In fact, it defies any logic. For Greene, though, this is a long-held argument. During the riot itself, she texted White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows to tell him that she and others "think they are Antifa ... [d]ressed like Trump supporters." Of course, that was about 90 minutes after she'd texted Meadows to exhort him to "[p]lease tell the President to calm people[.] This isn't the way to solve anything."
Greene's response to Jan. 6 has been nearly as fungible and opportunistic as Trump's. The rioters were antifa -- except that those being held for committing acts of violence are also political prisoners being targeted for their Trump support by a nefarious Joe Biden.
This argument depends on a useful glossing over of what detainees actually did. Many of those who are in prison agreed to plea deals -- which is to say they admitted guilt. Others were convicted of assaults on police officers. Others still were members of groups such as the Proud Boys or Oath Keepers who actively planned to disrupt the transition of power or to aid Trump in doing so. Lumping them all together as victims of a punitive state makes it much easier to ignore what they actually did.
It also makes it easier to cast Trump himself as the target of Deep State hostility. This has been his line for years, of course, but it gained new heft after the multiple indictments obtained against him this year. Many Trump supporters think he's being unfairly targeted by leftist prosecutors; it's hardly a stretch to suggest that this extends back to the weeks before Jan. 6, 2021. There's no more evidence (much less logical reason) to support the idea that federal agents triggered the riot than there is to believe antifa did it. But every time someone is incorrectly identified as a federal agent or just asks questions about it, new space is introduced for Trump to argue that this is all meant to impede his power.
Elevation of doubt is at the heart of so much of this. You don't need to know precisely what federal agent provocateur made Jan. 6 happen, but if you're open to the idea that perhaps one did, you're probably less compelled by arguments that Trump posed or poses a threat to democracy. If you are convinced that the House select committee investigating the riot was trying to take down Trump, it becomes easier to wave away the evidence presented that showed Trump's culpability. And then, by extension, shrug at the similar or overlapping evidence from special counsel Jack Smith.
Elevation of doubt, in fact, offers its own political rewards. Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) recently announced that he would make available thousands of hours of security footage from the Capitol on that day -- footage that has already been used to suggest both that nefarious, non-Trump actors were involved and that the day's violence was overstated, given that much of the footage shows nothing but empty corridors. Cameras in the aft section of the Titanic would have shown tranquil scenes, too, until they were submerged.
Republican voices in opposition to reframing the aftermath of the 2020 election are becoming more scarce.
"Everyone who makes the argument that January 6 was an unguided tour of the Capitol is lying to America," Rep. Ken Buck (R-Colo.) said on CBS's "Face the Nation" on Sunday. "Everyone who says that the prisoners who are being prosecuted right now for their involvement in January 6, that they are somehow political prisoners or that they didn't commit crimes, those folks are lying to America."
Buck may feel more free to say these true things because he announced that he would not seek reelection. Former Wyoming representative Liz Cheney (R) was free to challenge Sen. Mike Lee's (R-Utah) misinformation about Capitol security footage because she no longer needs to appeal to Republican voters. Lee does.
No one is happier to elevate doubt about the Capitol riot than Trump, of course. He's floated pardoning those involved in the violence, reinforcing the idea that they -- like him, of course! -- are being unfairly targeted. He's argued that the day's events were not his fault and attacked critics who suggest otherwise.
Put another way: What Trump is doing now, 340-odd days before the 2024 general election, is amplifying self-serving falsehoods and finding a hungry audience for them. This is also precisely what he was doing in the weeks before the Capitol riot.
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This lawsuit could disrupt the U.S. tax system. Key facts are in dispute.
The Supreme Court will hear arguments on Dec. 5 in Moore v. United States, a challenge to an offshore earnings tax passed in 2017 to offset the Trump tax cuts.
By Ann Marimow, Julie Weil | 2023-11-27

President Donald Trump celebrates the six-month mark after the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in the White House on June 29, 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The fate of an obscure provision of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax package, which will be reviewed by the Supreme Court next week, has many experts panicked over the potential to destabilize the nation's tax system. In addition, some say the outcome could preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
But the case has also exposed questions about the accuracy of the personal story a Washington state couple presented to the court in making their constitutional challenge to the tax, a one-time levy on offshore earnings.
Charles and Kathleen Moore appear to have closer ties to the company central to the case than they disclosed in court filings. Among other things, Charles Moore served on its board for five years and made a significant cash contribution to the company, records show.
Legal advocacy groups often rely on individuals to humanize their efforts in court, and it is not the first time that those on the other side have pointed to inconsistencies between what the justices are told in filings and the realities outside the courtroom.
This time, however, questions about the legal basis for the couple's challenge to the tax have been raised before the justices are scheduled to hear oral argument on Dec. 5. Advocates who oppose their challenge have asked the Supreme Court to ditch the case and urged the couple's attorneys, who come from an anti-regulatory advocacy group, to correct what they say are omissions and misstatements in the record.
Mindy Herzfeld, a tax policy expert at the University of Florida who has written extensively about the case known as Moore v. United States, said the court should not decide a constitutional question based on "an inaccurate set of facts." To do so, she wrote in a recent column in Tax Notes, "risks undermining the Court's legitimacy and creating the impression that its docket and its decisions are too easily manipulated by politically motivated interest groups."
Dan Greenberg, an attorney for the Moores and general counsel of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, said in a statement: "I'm confident that our filings are candid and accurate."
Adding to the tension are calls from Democratic lawmakers for Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. to recuse himself from deliberations in the closely watched case, because of his ties to another member of the Moores' legal team. Alito rejected those suggestions, saying he and that lawyer have not discussed the case.

The justices of the Supreme Court in 2022. Bottom row from left: Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Associate Justices Samuel A. Alito and Elena Kagan. Top row from left: Associate Justices Brett M. Kavanaugh and Ketanji Brown Jackson. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The justices are being asked to decide whether a tax on offshore earnings that helped fund Trump's massive tax cut is permitted under the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants to Congress. Activists behind the case believe a ruling in their favor could preemptively bar other taxes that Congress has not previously tried to impose, including a tax on wealth that Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and others on the left have pushed as an equitable way to generate new funds for government spending.
An unusual political coalition has come together to defend the offshore-earnings tax, from the Biden administration to conservatives including former House speaker Paul D. Ryan. Not because they favor a wealth tax, but because they worry a ruling against one little-known provision could undermine vast swaths of existing taxes on investments, partnerships and foreign income, which together raise billions or even trillions in revenue.
"A lot of the tax code would be unconstitutional if that thing prevailed," Ryan said about the case at a recent Brookings Institution event. "I'm not for a wealth tax, but I think if you use this as the argument to spike a wealth tax, you're going to basically get rid of, I don't know, a third of the tax code."
The court could also devise a narrow ruling that only applies to a few tax situations.
The Moores were subject to $15,000 in taxes because of the 2017 law, springing from investments they had made in a company based in India. The law created a one-time tax on certain offshore earnings that had previously been exempt from taxation unless the taxpayer brought the money back to the United States.
The Moores argue that they never earned any money from their investment, and they sued the federal government seeking a refund. The district court dismissed their case, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit upheld that decision, saying the tax was within Congress's power and permitted under the 16th Amendment regardless of whether the Moores took in, or "realized," any income.
The appeals court quoted an earlier Supreme Court opinion to say that a taxpayer is not entitled to "'escape taxation because he did not actually receive the money.'"
The specific tax that the Moores object to paying, known as Section 965, was forecast to raise more than $300 billion over 10 years. Some major corporations have already paid billions under this specific tax; a ruling that struck it down entirely might mean the government has to issue tens of billions of dollars in refunds.
And conceivably, the effects could ripple out much further. The Tax Foundation calculated that ending the taxation of all earnings retained in partnerships would cost the United States government more than $3 trillion over the next 10 years.
In Supreme Court filings and a video interview of the couple prepared by their legal team, the Moores describe making a $40,000 investment in 2006 in the new company of their friend, Ravindra Kumar Agrawal, whom Charles met while working as a software engineer at Microsoft.
"That was a lot of money for us, but we believed in Ravi's idea and wanted to support him and see it to fruition," Charles Moore said. The business supplies power tools to small-scale farmers in India.
"During all these years, we weren't getting any money, but we were really excited to be part of this company that was growing and reaching more and more people all over India," Kathleen Moore said in the video interview, which was posted by the Competitive Enterprise Institute. "I would say that was the return on the investment."
The Moores' attorneys say in court filings that the couple were "without any role in KisanKraft's management." Charles Moore said in a 2020 statement submitted to the court that he "never received a distribution, dividend, or other payment from KisanKraft."
But tax experts say the Moores were more involved in the company than they suggested. Information included in KisanKraft's corporate filings, reviewed by The Washington Post and first reported by Tax Notes, shows Charles Moore listed as a director of KisanKraft from April 2012 until March 2017. A company resolution announcing Moore's departure from the board cites his contribution to the "welfare and growth of the company."
In his sworn statement, Charles Moore says that he visited India to vacation and to tour the company and meet employees. He does not mention that he was a director and was reimbursed for about $14,000 in travel expenses between 2014 and 2017.
Moore made a contribution of cash to the company of about $245,000 in 2014 and was repaid the next year with interest at 12 percent, records show. In 2019, after the lawsuit was filed, Moore sold about 20 percent of his holdings for close to $300,000, according to the records.
Herzfeld said Moore's years on the board, additional investments in the company and sale of shares undermine the couple's argument that they were passive investors with no control over company activities -- and therefore should not be subject to the tax.
The group Patriotic Millionaires, which believes the tax is constitutional, told the justices in a letter earlier this month that the "factual background presented to you is not remotely accurate."
But there has been no indication that the alleged discrepancies will become an issue before oral arguments next week.
A spokesperson for the court said she did not know whether the letter would be reviewed by the justices. In general, correspondence from those who are not participants in a case is not posted on the court docket, which lists the official case records before the justices.
Though Herzfeld said in her column that the Solicitor General's office, which will defend the tax on behalf of the U.S. government, could suggest that the justices dismiss the case and return it to the lower court for further factual review, Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar has not raised concerns about the record with the court. A spokesperson for Prelogar declined to comment.
Professional conduct rules require attorneys to notify the court and correct the record if they learn that factual assertions were incorrect. But the Moores' attorneys say the record they presented is accurate.
The couple had a connection to the Competitive Enterprise Institute long before the launch of their legal challenge. Charles Moore's father, Thomas Moore, was a longtime CEI board member and member of President Ronald Reagan's Council of Economic Advisers.
The potential conflict of interest in the case cited by Democratic lawmakers involves David B. Rivkin, a lawyer who is representing the Moores and who twice interviewed Alito for articles that appeared on the Wall Street Journal editorial page. Alito has dismissed calls for his recusal, saying that he and Rivkin never discussed any issue in the Moore case and that Rivkin's involvement in the litigation was disclosed in the second article.
Tax lawyers and other experts with views on the case have generally fallen into three camps of opinion on what the Supreme Court should do.
One group, mostly conservatives, says that the couple was taxed on unrealized gains, and never took in any income from their investment in the Indian company. Taxing them on money they never actually had, this group argues, is outside of the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants to the federal government.
Thomas Berry, a Cato Institute attorney who wrote an amicus brief siding with the Moores, said a decision in their favor "would let Congress know how far is too far in taxing property and taxing wealth. ... In the long run, that simply means Congress is less likely to make this mistake again and will know in the future that it can't raise revenue through an unconstitutional wealth tax."
A second group, mostly left-leaning, says that taxing unrealized gains is allowable under the Constitution, which was the opinion of the lower court that ruled earlier on the Moores' case.
"There are tons of exceptions to a strict realization requirement, [and] not only that, but those exceptions to realization are really important to maintaining the integrity of our progressive income tax," said Andy Weiner, a lawyer who wrote an amicus brief along with several tax professors defending the tax law. "If you strike down the mandatory repatriation tax because there's no realization requirement, that is going to be a very powerful tool for taxpayers to challenge all sorts of laws in all sorts of contexts."
And then there is the third school of thought on this case. This group, including both Republicans and Democrats, has doubts about the constitutionality of taxing unrealized gains -- but says that's not what happened to the Moores. The tax on the Moores was perfectly legal, they say, because it wasn't a tax on unrealized gains at all.
"The Moores aren't being taxed on the change in the value of their shares. They're not being taxed on the price of their shares, which would be like a wealth tax. ... What's being taxed is actual earnings and profit," said George Callas, who as a staffer for Ryan helped write the section of the 2017 tax law at issue in this case.
He and other experts who argue that the Moores weren't taxed on unrealized gains liken the tax on the couple to others that Americans routinely pay. One significant example: When two or more people form a business partnership, they each pay some taxes on their personal income tax filings on whatever money the business makes each year, regardless of which partner actually takes home the revenue.
If the tax on the Moores' investment in the India-based company is struck down by the Supreme Court, these experts warn, a long list of other tax provisions would also be undermined.
"Their logic is, you can't tax an owner on profits earned by the business they own unless those profits are sent up to the owner through a dividend or some other type of payment. Huge swaths of the tax code are based on the premise that you absolutely can do that," Callas said. "The day after a ruling for the Moores, taxpayers and their tax advisers are going to be filing lawsuits saying various provisions of the tax code are unconstitutional, and they're going to refuse to pay their taxes."
The case is Moore v. United States.
Magda Jean-Louis contributed to this report.
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Donations to GOP drop as worries mount about the party's finances
Donors have not cut as many large checks to the RNC in recent years, and the party's small-dollar program has also suffered ahead of the 2024 elections
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey | 2023-11-27

Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel speaks to the audience before the GOP presidential primary debate in Simi Valley, Calif., in September. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The Republican Party's finances are increasingly worrisome to party members, advisers to former president Donald Trump, and other operatives involved in the 2024 election effort, according to 10 people familiar with the matter.
The Republican National Committee disclosed that it had $9.1 million in cash on hand as of Oct. 30, the lowest amount for the RNC in any Federal Election Commission report since February 2015. That compares with about $20 million at the same point in the 2016 election cycle and about $61 million four years ago, when Trump was in the White House.
The Democratic National Committee reported having $17.7 million as of Oct. 30, almost twice as much as the Republican Party, with one year before the election.
"It's a revenue problem," Tennessee RNC member Oscar Brock said. "We're going through the same efforts we always go through to raise money: the same donor meetings, retreats, digital advertising, direct mail. But the return is much lower this year. If you know the answer, I'd love to know it. The staff has managed to tighten down on expenses to keep the party from going into the red."
Donors have not cut as many large checks to the RNC in recent years, and the party's small-dollar program has also suffered, according to people familiar with the party's finances, who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal party details. Some donors aren't giving to the RNC because they think that will help Trump, which they don't want to do, these people said, while others have said they prefer to wait until 2024 to give. Some have grown frustrated with the party's leadership, people close to major donors said.
The party cut certain expenditures this year after projected money did not come in, according to people familiar with the decisions.
An RNC spokeswoman said the party has nonetheless deployed staff in 15 swing states to start working on get-out-the-vote efforts and election monitoring. The party is also pursuing 70 lawsuits in 19 states challenging voting rules and is encouraging Republicans to use early voting and mail ballots -- methods Trump and his allies have disparaged, even as RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel repeatedly touts the importance of the "Bank Your Vote" initiative.
All federal party committees -- Democratic and Republican -- have seen downturns in revenue since 2021, a trend that operatives usually attribute to inflation and donor fatigue. And occasionally during the Trump presidency, the DNC had about as much money on hand as the GOP has now, records show.
In an interview, McDaniel said that donors are currently more focused on giving to individual candidates during the presidential primary and that the party's fortunes will improve once there's a nominee.
"I think there's more donors just fully committed to their candidate right now, saying I am all in, and once the nominee is set, I'll be there. That's what I hear more than anything. And they're really solidly in the camps of their candidate, which is normal," McDaniel said. "There's nothing unusual about this, because they know that once their candidate gets in that we will merge and that we'll be working together to win the White House."

GOP presidential candidates on the debate stage in Miami on Nov. 8. From left, former New Jersey governor Chris Christie, former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, businessman Vivek Ramaswamy and Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


The party's spending buttresses the Republican presidential nominee's campaign along with down-ballot races in the Senate and the House of Representatives. In 2020, the party was flush with cash, while the Trump campaign pulled advertisements because of a cash crunch. RNC officials say the party currently has no debt.
Still, the RNC's dwindling cash position -- combined with Republican losses in this month's off-year elections, frustrations over the 2022 midterms and grousing over the chaotic presidential primary debates -- has caused renewed questions about the committee's effectiveness and McDaniel's leadership.
"The RNC's electoral record since 2017 speaks for itself," said Virginia RNC member Patti Lyman, who opposed McDaniel when she was elected to another term in January. "The damage from that chair election goes far beyond the drop in donations. Our base was demoralized."
McDaniel, who took over as RNC chairwoman in 2017, is the party's second female leader and has been reelected three times. Outside her office, portraits of the 61 men and one woman who led the party before her adorn the walls. She has tried to walk a tightrope, sticking close to Trump while also keeping anti-Trump members close, her allies say, earning majority support among the committee's 168 members.
The Wisconsin and Iowa GOP chairs sent unsolicited statements to The Washington Post praising McDaniel's leadership of the party.
"She has strong support within the RNC. She won 110-plus votes during the election in January, and I think she has stronger support now than in January," said Michael Whatley, the North Carolina state chairman. "I think her and the RNC team are focused on what they need to be focused on right now."
Whatley said that the party needs "to raise more money" but that he believes that will be remedied next year.
Maybe most important for McDaniel, Trump continues to back her -- although more tentatively than in the past -- and associates her with his 2016 win, advisers said. In an Oct. 28 speech, Trump said that McDaniel has "done a fantastic job" and called her "a real good friend."
Still, he has publicly and privately expressed disappointment with the RNC holding presidential debates over his objections. His team believed that McDaniel would not continue with debates after his statements, and he expressed surprise when she announced new ones.
"RNC must save money on lowest ever ratings debates. Use it against the Democrats to STOP THE STEAL! If not, REVAMP THE RNC, NOW!!!" Trump wrote on Truth Social last week.
And Trump has also voiced doubts about the RNC's readiness for the 2024 campaign and commitment to fighting what he insists, without evidence, is voter fraud.
Some of his senior advisers have continued to complain to him about McDaniel, though she has a defender in Susie Wiles, Trump's chief adviser. "He doesn't like [that] she says she is 'neutral,'" a Trump adviser said of McDaniel.
Donors sometimes complain to Trump about McDaniel, and Trump has been asking people what they think of her, which is often an ominous sign that someone is losing their standing with him, according to three people close to the former president, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to reveal internal discussions. People close to both McDaniel and Trump say they have frequent and friendly conversations.
A Trump spokesman did not respond to requests for comment.
Republican frustrations burst into the open this month after GOP losses in races for the Virginia  legislature, the Kentucky governorship, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, and on an Ohio ballot initiative on abortion rights.
In October, the RNC rejected a request for additional funding for the Virginia GOP this fall, said the state party chairman, Rich Anderson. RNC officials said they had budgeted based on a meeting earlier in the summer with Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin's team in which they didn't ask for money.
Other state party officials have grown frustrated when they've asked the RNC for money to pay legal bills and been turned down, according to people familiar with the discussions.
In TV and podcast interviews after the elections, McDaniel repeatedly defended the RNC's refusal to pay, arguing that federal campaign finance laws limit the national committee's involvement in state elections. In fact, there are no limits on RNC transfers to state parties.
McDaniel has also faulted Republican campaigns for avoiding the subject of abortion instead of adopting a message she has encouraged, to prevent abortion after 15 weeks and allow for a range of exceptions. And her allies say that many of the election losses she has been blamed for were elections in which Trump was widely viewed as the main issue on the ballot.
Numerous conservative organizations have ginned up online attacks on McDaniel, questioning the party's spending and preparedness -- and her loyalty to Trump.

President Donald Trump with RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel in 2018 in Cape Girardeau, Mo. (Jeff Roberson/AP)


During the third GOP debate, candidate Vivek Ramaswamy went so far as to call on McDaniel to resign. An online video showed Ramaswamy talking before the debate with right-wing influencer Benny Johnson, workshopping an attack on McDaniel and deciding to use it as his opening salvo in the debate.
The chairwoman said she believes other groups and critics have a financial interest in attacking her.
"When you have the RNC and when you're in this position, there's always going to be outside groups criticizing because it helps them raise money. They have to have a foil, right? So you're going to go against the RNC because it helps your organization raise money and do things," she said.
While Trump has been demanding that the RNC cancel future debates, Ramaswamy and other trailing candidates have complained about the qualifications, format, scheduling and moderators. Trump has grown agitated that the RNC is having them at all. The RNC took over organizing the debates in 2015 because of campaigns' dissatisfaction with the media-run free-for-all forums in the 2012 primary.
"I think we've taken it a step further by having a small-dollar donor component and also reasonable polling thresholds that I think are very, very reasonable, but also eliminating that double debate stage," McDaniel said, referring to the situation in 2015 when lower-ranking candidates in the large field debated separately. "The RNC is always going to be a bit of a punching bag."
But that approach this year has made the RNC the target of criticism, and some top Republican Party officials have privately conceded that the debates have often gone off the rails.
"Who in the world would schedule a debate on the same night as the Country Music [Association] Awards unless you were actually trying not to reach Republican primary voters?" said former RNC executive director Scott Reed, referring to the Nov. 8 debate. "I don't believe the party should be in the debate business. Let the conservative marketplace decide, and let the campaigns decide where they want to show up. It's been a colossal failure."
The attacks have take a personal toll on McDaniel. People close to her said she has not been enjoying the job this year. They said she assiduously monitors criticism online and has frequently complained about the difficulties of her job.
"Republicans have the infinite capacity to eat our own and participate in circular firing squads as opposed to attacking the real culprits for America's decline," said Steve Hantler, an adviser to megadonor Bernie Marcus, who supported McDaniel's opponent in January's election for party chair.
McDaniel appeared unfazed during her visit to a meeting of the South's RNC members this month, according to Jonathan Barnett, an RNC member from Arkansas who supported McDaniel's challenger in January.
"Ronna is going to take the punches, no problem at all," he said. "It doesn't do any good for anyone on the RNC to do anything to remove her. We all just have to focus on our states and the presidential primaries and move on."
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The Passion of George Santos
The Passion of George Santos, the Mary Magdelene of Congress, according to ... George Santos. 
By Alexandra Petri | 2023-11-28

Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.) on Capitol Hill on Oct. 16. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


"George Santos is the Mary Magdalene of the United States Congress."
-- George Santos
And it was foretold that there would come unto Congress a man who would be sore beset on every side, and they would call his name George Santos, and also they would call him the Mary Magdalene of Congress, and one or two other aliases, or possibly even more than that. And lo did he go unto Congress from New York, and then after he did go, it was revealed unto them that he was not who he said he was, not even to a small degree, and this was the first miracle wrought by George Santos. And everyone marveled and said, "Who is this man?" And then they said, "No, for real, who is this man? We do not know who this man is." For the George Santos they did send unto Congress had played volleyball at Baruch, and had worked for Goldman Sachs, and George Santos had done neither of those things.
And lo they did speak against him in the halls of Congress and in the newspapers and on the shows and even in the streets of his district. And they did say unto one another, "Who is this man George Santos, who is come to represent us? For we thought we knew him, but he is not even Jew-ish, as he did claim." And then George Santos wrought the second of many miracles, for his mother, who had died in the events of 9/11, lo, she was alive until 2016, and indeed she was not even in the United States on the occasion of 9/11. And all who heard it marveled and said, she who was dead was alive again, and she who was in one place was translated a great distance. And they began to say, "Who is this man whose mother was dead yet is alive, and whose money came from one place and then it came from another and then it came from yet a third and then we are still not sure from whom it cometh." And lo they did look unto his list of donors, and none of them could be found, and their names were not the names of persons who existed. And this was another miracle that George Santos wrought!
And they did bring unto George Santos a dog belonging unto a veteran, asking him to heal the dog, and George Santos said he would, and he did transform that dog's illness into a great deal of money for himself, which was indeed a miracle, but not the miracle they wanted. And George Santos did say unto them, "Do not worry about it, but give unto me money, and see what other wonders I shall accomplish."
George Santos then did go unto Congress and they did say "Lo, the bar is here, but he has slid beneath even that bar, for in addition to engaging in election denial, he has also done other frauds that we have not done, at least not so ineptly and publicly."
And, after he did enter the nation's capital, he did obtain much Botox and to OnlyFans did he subscribe. And the Lord said "This is good and right, for George Santos ought to have access to OnlyFans and Botox, as is my will, for thereby shall the economy thrive, and furthermore who hast given of their money unto George Santos expecting that anything else will happen?"
"And anyhow," said the Lord, "what didst thou expect, come on now?" And George Santos did receive donations and miraculously did translate them into gambling and also into Hermes.
And many miracles did George Santos bring to pass. First he did transform himself so that no man might say they knew him. And, at one time, he did appear in drag and, at another time, his campaign staffer did pretend to be a Kevin McCarthy staffer, and other such miracles did many see. Once he did briefly grasp a baby and none knew whence the baby did come nor whither it went. And many such things did George Santos wreak.
And lo the Lord said unto George Santos, "Behold my beloved son with whom I am well pleased. Ye shall receive great abundance, and by ye shall be carried briefly a baby whose identity is uncertain and no one shall know what is going on with that child, and ye shall shout a great deal, and consternation shall ensue." And furthermore he did yell and say that they acted as though they were sitting in ivory towers in white hats while they voted drunk and had orgies and that he was Mary Magdalene, and everyone did say, "All right then, George, okay."
And it came to pass in those days, another resolution to expel George Santos from Congress. Which George Santos had known was coming, because as he did say, "I've done the math." Which he said was fine, because he wanted to leave anyway, because everyone in Congress was too corrupt and he was done with them. But it was okay, because the Lord did say, "He shall not be appreciated in his own time, nor in Washington." And then he was translated on high and all did worship him, for he was God's favorite. And all this was according to George Santos.
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Here's a  deal to restore asylum, and order, at the border
A bargain that would make U.S. migration more orderly, while preserving the country's commitment to human rights.
By Editorial Board | 2023-11-28

Hours before Title 42 was set to expire May 11, migrants from Colombia and Mexico move through razor wire fencing to turn themselves in to U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents who are posted along the border wall between El Paso and Ciudad Juarez in Mexico. (Danielle Villasana for The Washington Post)


Republicans have one thing right about the border: The Biden administration's strategy to keep asylum seekers from flocking to the United States is not working.
Many, including us, had high hopes. But last fiscal year's 3.2 million "encounters" with migrants  -- occurring either at official entry points or, more often, when the Border Patrol nabbed migrants entering illegally elsewhere  -- were the highest on record, by a very long shot. Chances are this fiscal year, they will be higher.
Democrats might flinch at the proposition, but the Republican idea that it should be tougher for asylum seekers to enter the United States makes some sense. Hundreds of thousands of people who reach the southern border every year hope to leave a dismal existence behind, but most are not fleeing persecution, in fear for life or limb. They seek asylum because the U.S. asylum system is  the only door available to knock on.
Limiting access to asylum for many of these migrants -- by, say, raising the standard of proof required to apply for those caught entering illegally, or staffing up immigration courts so they can adjudicate swiftly migrants' asylum applications -- might not only work as a deterrent, restoring calm to the border. It would also restore asylum to its purpose as route to safety for those who fear for their lives.
And, yet, Republicans must acknowledge that their proposals are not up to the problem. U.S. history is full of failed efforts to build an impenetrable border. These efforts have never been a match to the desperation driving migrants toward it. If Republicans want to put an end to the crush of asylum seekers at the border, they have to provide other options for migrants to come.
The Biden administration's failure to deter migrants illustrates these points. In May, after the Biden administration stopped using the covid emergency as an excuse to expel them automatically, it said asylum seekers caught by the Border Patrol would be presumed ineligible for asylum, ejected and forbidden from returning for five years. Still, in October, 64 percent of the 189,000 captured were released with a notice to appear in court.
Of the 44,000 who arrived at official border crossings in that month, having made an appointment using the CBP One smartphone app while they were trekking through northern Mexico, pretty much all were waved through to see a judge later.
Because there are nowhere near enough judges to adjudicate these cases quickly -- in June, there was a backlog of nearly 2.2 million people waiting to have their day in court -- the final determination might take years. This is not a process that will persuade prospective migrants to decline to come because they have low chances of making it in.
There are reasons for this failure. One is a lack of resources: The Congressional Research Service concluded that to clear the backlog of asylum cases in 10 years would require at least 700 immigration judges on top of the 649 employed at the end of last fiscal year. The Biden administration, moreover, has refused to confine families or minors, which make up a large share of new arrivals, preferring to release them to wait for their cases to be heard than to confine them or expel them.
And yet it would be wrong to conclude that draconian policies such as those deployed during the Trump administration -- when children were separated from their families and put in cages -- would produce more effective deterrence; migrant encounters with the Border Patrol increased by 365 percent during the last 10 months of the Trump administration. There were more than 1.2 million pending asylum cases at the end of Trump's term, up from 520,000 at the beginning.
Indeed, if there is anything to learn from the many attempts to fix the border crunch, it is that the best policies are those that open new doors. The offer of "humanitarian parole" for Cubans, Haitians and Nicaraguans applying from their home country radically cut border encounters. (It didn't cut the arrivals from Venezuela in part because Venezuelans have a hard time obtaining passports, a requisite to apply.)
Efforts by Republicans to curtail new avenues for migration are counterproductive. If the objective is to transform migration into the United States from a crush at the border into an orderly process, the country should move beyond the efforts to harden the border -- sensible though some might be -- to create new doors into it.
A bipartisan agreement -- more border resources and procedural reforms, in return for more avenues in -- has the best shot of fixing the border.
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Financial literacy is an important part of education
Young people will need to traverse complex financial landscapes, from navigating student loans to making educated decisions about investments and retirement.
By Letters to the Editor | 2023-11-27

Eastern Senior High School in Southeast D.C. Officials hope to introduce financial literacy standards for the 2024-2025 school year. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


I enthusiastically support the recently introduced D.C. financial literacy standards ["Superintendent introduces financial literacy proposal for high-schoolers," Metro, Nov. 22]. These requirements are an important step toward providing students with fundamental financial skills.
I am a professor of accounting at Shenandoah University School of Business. I often address amortization schedules in my accounting classes. Many students are surprised to learn that early mortgage payments are primarily directed to interest rather than principal. This lack of awareness highlights the critical importance of early financial literacy education.
The proposed standards in D.C. aim to provide students with a critical knowledge of how financial decisions affect their lives, rather than simply teaching them to balance a checkbook or save for the future. This curriculum promises to equip young individuals with the tools they need to effectively traverse complex financial landscapes, from navigating student loans to making educated decisions about investments and retirement savings.
Financial literacy is more than a skill; it is a required component of a well-rounded education that allows students to make smart decisions and comprehend the long-term consequences of their financial decisions. By instituting these requirements, D.C. is taking an admirable step toward educating its students for life, not simply academic success.
Martin Mulyadi, Winchester, Va.
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Pat Nixon's contributions to the White House decor
Mrs. Nixon deserves enormous credit for the work she did.
By Letters to the Editor | 2023-11-27

First lady Pat Nixon on Dec. 14, 1971, at the White House. (Bob Daugherty/AP)


Regarding the Nov. 22 Style article "Jackie Kennedy's legacy of preservation, preserved":
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy surely deserved credit for her work in restoring a sense of history to the furnishings and decor of the White House. One should not overlook, however, the extraordinary contribution made by Pat Nixon to the White House collection. In her time in the executive mansion, Nixon acquired more than 600 pieces of furniture, paintings and other historic objects for the White House -- more than any first lady before or since.
In 1971, after Kennedy's only visit to the White House after leaving, she wrote to the Nixons, "I have never seen the White House look so perfect. There is no hidden corner of it that is not beautiful now."
Nixon deserves enormous credit for the work she did to make the White House collection worthy of any museum.
Bob Bostock, Lawrenceville, N.J.
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The Biden administration must be careful on junk fees
The failure to properly define the term could have detrimental effects on the vulnerable Americans who the White House aims to assist.
By Letters to the Editor | 2023-11-27

Travelers wait in the line to check in for flights on Nov. 22 at Los Angeles International Airport. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Regarding the Nov. 20 front-page article "Companies fight U.S. to preserve 'junk fees'":
The Biden administration's proposed rules against "junk fees" are a positive step toward better policies. Many large corporations, from airlines to concert venues, unfairly burden American consumers with hidden charges. It is high time that Washington takes action to regulate these practices.
However, credit card companies are transparent about late-payment penalties, unlike airlines and arenas, and some small financial institutions that serve low-income Americans might struggle if stricter limits are imposed on their credit card late fees. These fees are capped at $41 per payment. If these institutions are unable to operate under the Biden administration's stricter regulations, they might be forced to close or increase interest rates, limiting credit access for low-income families and potentially leading to higher interest rates overall. Even the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy stated in a letter that "a reduction in fees may result in banks or credit unions extending credit to fewer borrowers or reducing credit to existing or future borrowers."
Before proceeding, the Biden administration should work with the Council of Economic Advisers to clearly define what constitutes a "junk fee" and what does not. The failure to properly define this term could have detrimental effects on the vulnerable Americans whom the White House aims to assist.
Lisa L. Cole Martin, Slidell, La.
Consumers are the core of the U.S. airline industry, and carriers compete every day for first-time customers and for their repeat business. That is why airlines offer choices, including a range of ticket types and fares, allowing travelers to purchase the options that best fit their needs and lifestyle. That information is transparently shown on their webpages so it is available from the "first search."
Our carriers provide details regarding the breakdown of airfares on their websites, providing consumers with clarity on the total cost of a ticket. Unfortunately, the federal government forces airlines to bury the cost of government taxes and fees (which can account for 20 percent of some tickets) in the total cost of the ticket.
Carriers abide by -- and frequently exceed -- regulations regarding consumer protections. The 11 largest U.S. passenger airlines issued $32.3 billion in customer refunds, roughly $900 million per month, between January 2020 and December 2022, in addition to other forms of compensation.
Robust competition among airlines has made U.S. air travel affordable and accessible for the vast majority of Americans. Last year, inflation-adjusted domestic airfares (including ancillary fees) were 46 percent lower than in 1979, proof that competition is strong. And nearly 90 percent of Americans have flown -- half before their 16th birthday. We need our government to support policies that continue making air travel affordable and accessible for so many.
Rebecca Spicer, Washington
The writer is senior vice president of communications for Airlines for America.
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Climate change science should come from climate scientists
John Clauser's argument has been in the literature for decades and simply doesn't comport with actual experience.
By Letters to the Editor | 2023-11-27

Research physicist John F. Clauser in his home last year. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


I have a simple question for John Clauser, the Nobel laureate in physics and a climate denier featured in the Nov. 19 Politics & the Nation article "'No climate crisis,' a Nobel-winning physicist declares." If, as he asserts without having published  a single supporting peer-reviewed article, carbon dioxide emissions result in expanded cloud cover with a net cooling effect, why has the Earth been setting temperature records?
His argument has been in the literature for decades and simply doesn't comport with actual experience. More proof, as Richard Holbrooke famously said, that "the smartest person in the room is not always right."
Alan Miller, Rockville
The article about John Clauser and others who deny climate change reminded me of a short conversation I had with Bernard S. Cohen, lawyer for the petitioners in the 1967 Loving v. Virginia case. I told Cohen I knew nothing about it, and he asked, "Have you been living in a cave for 40 years?"
Has Clauser been in a cave the past 10 years? Anyone who has lived through the ups and downs of our crazy weather over the past few years -- even here in the Washington area, where it has been fairly benign -- would have to recognize the bizarre extremes we've been subjected to as the world's climate shifts, as ice packs in the Arctic melt, as hurricanes and tornadoes engulf previously more sedate areas, etc. Do he and his ilk think the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is lying in its yearly announcements of rising mean temperatures worldwide? That is "spooky" science.
David E. Silber, Bethesda
In "'No climate crisis,' a Nobel-winning physicist declares," readers were told that having been rightly celebrated for his groundbreaking achievements regarding the quantum entanglement of photons, physicist John Clauser has been awarded credibility points by some people for his denial of crisis-inducing climate warming.
Though Mr. Clauser's 1970s work was indeed praiseworthy, hence the 2022 Nobel Prize in physics, conflating his admittedly gifted quantum-mechanical insights with comparable insights in climate science lacks common sense, scientific scrupulousness and logical rigor. An important aspect of science has to do with the confirmation or falsification of hypotheses; in the arena of climate-science theory, unlike in quantum theory, Mr. Clauser seems to have accomplished neither confirmation nor falsification.
In correlating the science of one field to the science of another, as though science were all just one big compatible field, Mr. Clauser commits what's called a "category mistake." Such an error is made when pragmatic relationships between two dissimilar things -- in this case, successful insights into the realities of quantum mechanics (especially entanglement) and successful insights into the realities of climate science -- bump against the categorical boundaries standing between them.
Keith Tidman, Bethesda
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Here's why Trump should stop trying to repeal Obamacare
Donald Trump has chosen to revive an issue that would be likely to help President Biden in a general election.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2023-11-27

Former president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Hialeah, Fla., on Nov. 8. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Biden campaign can hardly believe its good fortune. Not only do Republicans appear likely to nominate a presidential candidate Biden has beaten before, but that candidate, Donald Trump, has chosen to revive an issue that would be likely to help Biden in a general election.
That issue is Obamacare. For years, railing against it helped Republicans. Then they took power and tried to repeal it, at which point voters began to focus on specific health-care benefits they valued. The polling turned ugly, and Republicans could not reach a consensus on how to replace Obamacare. A 2017 no vote from Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) dealt a killing blow to the effort, and Republicans haven't raised it again since.
Until now. Trump recently said he is "seriously looking at alternatives" and still wants to "terminate" the program. The Biden campaign responded that what Trump really wants to terminate are the health-care plans of millions of people, particularly those with chronic illnesses.
Trump didn't have to make Obamacare an issue again. It was the pre-Trump Republican Party that turned opposition to it into a cause. He adopted it as the major initiative of his first year in office mainly because he hadn't worked out any other agenda. Repeal failed in part because the new voters he brought to the party were not enthusiastic about cutting government. Trump understands where they're coming from enough to say he won't touch Social Security and Medicare. But the lesson he draws with respect to the legacies of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Lyndon B. Johnson, he won't extend to that of Barack Obama.
What makes Trump's latest move on health care even stranger is that in the past he has come closer to a stronger message about it. Trump has said that he already repealed Obamacare. That's false, of course. But what's true is that Obamacare has changed a lot since it was first enacted, partly because of Trump.
The Supreme Court started the revisions, ruling in 2012 that the federal government had to reduce the pressure on states to expand Medicaid. Ten states are still opting out. In 2017, as part of a tax bill, Republicans eliminated Obamacare's least popular feature: its fine on people without health insurance, known as "the individual mandate." That's what Trump was talking about when he said he had repealed the whole law. The next year, a bipartisan deal got rid of another feature of the law: the Independent Payment Advisory Board, which critics had attacked as a kind of centralized rationing of health care. Trump signed that repeal, too.
From the start, Republicans also hated Obamacare's tax increases. The biggest tax, on income and investment returns for high earners, survived. But the tax increases that generated the most anger were shelved. Bipartisan votes ditched the tax on medical devices and the tax on the most expensive employer-provided health plans.
The insurance exchanges that Obamacare set up are still intact, but they are having less impact than originally expected. In 2012, the Congressional Budget Office projected that, 10 years later, 20 million people would get insurance through those exchanges. It looks as though the actual number this year will be 15 million. And even that level required the Trump and Biden administrations to ramp up subsidies for participating in the exchanges. When the added money expires, enrollment is expected to drop.
I still think Obamacare was a wrong turn for health policy. There were cheaper, less government-heavy ways to make insurance coverage more accessible. But by now, 13 years after Obama signed his health-care policies into law, and after multiple important revisions to them, considering Obamacare in isolation from the rest of the health-care system makes no sense. It will make even less sense in 2025, when Trump will take office again if he wins the election.
Which is not to deny that the system needs reforms. Greater use of competitive bidding in Medicare would generate savings for the program and its beneficiaries alike. Health savings accounts, which Congress created in 2003, ought to be updated and expanded. Neither of these changes has much to do with Obamacare. Packaging these policies, or any others, as "Obamacare repeal" will not make them more viable -- or more helpful to Trump in the election.
One begins to suspect that Trump and his advisers are not "seriously looking" at health-care policy. My guess is that we will not see a detailed alternative plan from them before the next election. The idea that he intends to repeal Obamacare will, however, live on, if only in Democratic ads.
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Take away your kids' smartphones. Blame the Editorial Board. 
Plus: Cousin Zelensky. Black voters. Democracy reform.
By Drew Goins | 2023-11-27
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

At left, writer and humorist Calvin Trillin; at right, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. (Richard Drew/AP; Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images) 


"Calvin Trillin, Calvin Trillin, CALVIN TRILLIN!" reads the most-liked comment on Monday's column by, well, Calvin Trillin, the American humorist and longtime New Yorker contributor. Approximately ninety-nine-and-three-quarters percent of the other comments express a similar thrill at Trillin's guest appearance.
He's here in The Post to share some exciting family news: He's probably -- nay, almost certainly -- related to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. After all, Trillin's father was born in Ukraine, and Trillin and Zelensky are both of below-average height.
"Enough said?" Trillin asks. "No? Well, there's more."
I'll let you determine whether Trillin's "real clincher" is enough to convince you that "Cousin Vlod" is, in fact, a relation. Just know that you'll have to fight some excited commenters if you disagree; more than a handful of them, inspired by Trillin's playful case, have decided they're related, too.
Chaser: Another similarity: Zelensky was a funnyman himself, of course, before becoming president. Last year, Kathleen Parker analyzed him as the "modern warrior-artist." 
What are the big threats to our democracy?
There's former president Donald Trump, of course, whose reelection E.J. Dionne says more and more people in the media are rightly identifying as a would-be calamity. It's hard to listen to his vision for a fascistic revenge term and not conclude as much.
What gets less attention, E.J. writes, is the continuing deterioration of the right to vote that began with the Supreme Court's 2013 gutting of the Voting Rights Act. E.J. examines an appellate court decision from just last week that promises even more backsliding.
Perry Bacon throws onto the threat pile another list of anti-democratic forces: the electoral college, the Senate, gerrymandering, out-of-control campaign spending, etc.
But one more meta problem? How we discuss it all. Perry writes: "I worry we now have too much vague democracy talk."
He explains that it's easy to invoke "democratic" when we just mean "the things we like" and "anti-democratic" for "the things we don't like." To have more productive conversations about reform, Perry says, people need to define more precisely what they mean by democracy.
He leads the way here by listing all the things -- more majority rule, more proportional representation, more political equality -- democracy means to him.




From Colby King's column explaining that Trump wouldn't need Black votes to win again in 2024; he'd just need those voters to stay home, as many did when given the chance to elect Hillary Clinton.
Trump knows this (Colby quotes him from a 2016 victory rally saying, "They didn't come out. And that was a big -- so thank you to the African American community"), but does President Biden? What to do about the flagging enthusiasm for the man "who can't help it that he's not Obama"?
Chaser: Alexi McCammond explained last week why RFK Jr.'s campaign is appealing to so many Black voters.
Kids! Run! Quick! Before the Editorial Board takes away your phone privileges!
On the other hand, if you want a chance to perform better in school, avoid cyberbullying and experience better mental health, maybe fork those phones over.
The board has looked on approvingly as various schools and districts have curbed device use, and it's ready to prescribe a broader step: "Impose an outright ban on bringing cellphones to school, which parents should welcome and support."
Lots of data shows the potential benefits of this plan and few downsides. There's still plenty of fun to be had sans phones, even on screens -- have today's children never typed 80,085 into a calculator? -- but, more importantly, it seems there's some learning that can only happen without them.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Not quite real screen time
But a derivative of
TI-83
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Sideline Scrooge Tuberville? What a Christmas gift to military families.
The GOP senator's crusade against the Pentagon endangers national security and is an affront to countless U.S. service personnel. The Senate may end it at last.
By Hugh Hewitt | 2023-11-27

Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) on Capitol Hill, Nov. 15. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


"We need to use every tool we have to fight back" against China, writes Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) in his new book, "Unwoke: How to Defeat Cultural Marxism in America." But "getting Democrats to stand up to China," he adds, "is a difficult task."
He's right on both counts. That's why I asked him, in a radio interview last week, if this urgency about China could prompt the Senate to find a way to confirm the more than 450 career military officers whose promotions have been blocked for much of the year by Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.). It was a relief to hear Cruz report, "I believe this issue will get resolved," because the "hold" by Tuberville "is having real and negative consequences" on the lives of military members, "on their careers, and ultimately, on military readiness."
The Senate Republican Conference meets this week to consider a resolution that would enact a standing order for the rest of this session of Congress -- not a permanent change to the Senate's standing rules -- that would expedite confirmation of these hundreds of officers.
The confirmations would have the knock-on effect of freeing up a logjam of military personnel who cannot move to their new assignments until those awaiting confirmation have moved forward in the promotion and deployment process. The true number of career military officers -- and their families -- directly and negatively affected by Tuberville's intransigence must number in the thousands.
Passing the proposed standing order -- preferably with overwhelming support from the 49 Republican senators, joining with all Senate Democrats, who have condemned Tuberville's tactic from day one -- would address the immediate problem while preserving Tuberville's ability to draw attention to what prompted his battle with the Pentagon beginning in February. The senator objected to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin's order, following the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade, mandating the reimbursement of service members for out-of-state travel to obtain an abortion.
Ending Tuberville's hold is long overdue, and would be a huge relief to the military men and women who are innocent bystanders in this dispute. By now, any Republican senator who hadn't grasped the implications of their colleague's maneuver has heard the horror stories of how the lives of these dedicated professionals have been overturned. Imagine the plight of a Marine colonel or Army Silver Star recipient or other distinguished warrior who gets labeled as a "desk jockey" whose promotion apparently doesn't matter to U.S. military readiness.
Think, too, of the many military spouses who have borne the burden of countless deployments and the weight of raising families largely on their own. And remember that the inherent stress of danger in military service comes not just with deployment to a combat zone. The Defense Department reports more than 250 fatalities every year in ordinary readiness operations of the U.S. military, including the deaths on Nov. 10 of five U.S. Special Operations aviation soldiers in a helicopter crash while on a training flight over the Mediterranean Sea.
The negative impact of Tuberville's holds on morale among the officer corps (and, again, their families) is almost certainly off the charts. Not only is the military's readiness compromised by not having the selected men and women in the posts for which they have prepared for many years; significant damage to retention is inevitable.
Even a month's delay in an expected assignment can upend military families, derailing the intricate plans (including finding new schools for children) that moving requires. When a delay drags on, career ladders carefully constructed over decades suddenly seem broken.
A decade ago, the Navy experienced how damaging such career limbo can be as the bribery and corruption scandal known as the "Fat Leonard" affair unfolded. A years-long federal investigation rightly cost some admirals their careers, but the collateral damage among the innocent was massive. As Defense News noted in 2015, "The situation is affecting Navy commands ashore and afloat, across the globe."
That personnel disaster was small compared with the likely consequences from Tuberville's hundreds of confirmation holds. Yet senators tell me that Heritage Action, the political arm of the Heritage Foundation, has made support for the Tuberville holds a "scored" issue for purposes of rating members' conservatism.
That would be an enormous face-plant for Heritage Action, mistaking bad Senate theater for the reality of a pro-life voting record. Reversing the Pentagon's policy on abortion travel reimbursement will require winning the White House and Senate control in 2024. Alienating voters who support the military puts that prospect at risk.
Democrats know that support for the U.S. military and its readiness to defend the nation is a core value for a large slice of the conservative base. Senate Democrats thus love the self-immolation of their Republican colleagues now underway and the breach it has opened in the GOP ranks.
For all these reasons, but primarily because of the injustice being done to service personnel and their families, I pray that Cruz is right. There would be no better Christmas present for these deserving warriors.
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Why recognizing Palestine is the key to ending the war in Gaza
President Biden can take a decisive step to defuse the conflict in the Middle East.
By Daoud Kuttab | 2023-11-27

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and President Biden shake hands in the West Bank town of Bethlehem on July 15, 2022. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Daoud Kuttab, a Palestinian journalist, is a columnist with Al-Monitor and a former Ferris professor of journalism at Princeton University.
President Biden recently declared his desire to see a "revitalized" Palestinian government that could bring together Gaza and the West Bank under "a single governance structure." That is a worthy aim, and Biden certainly deserves points for declaring it.
But Palestinians can be forgiven for wondering: Was the U.S. president really serious about this statement? If so, there's one step that he can take right now toward achieving his goal: Recognize Palestine as a member state in the United Nations.
In 2012, the U.N. General Assembly recognized Palestine as a nonmember observer state. By now, 139 countries have recognized the state of Palestine within the borders of June 4, 1967. The United States and most European countries have repeatedly called for a two-state solution but have refused to recognize Palestinian statehood. The Biden administration even refused to recognize Palestine's status as a state under occupation. Over the past decade or so, senior Israeli officials, understanding these signals from Washington, have refused to engage with the Palestinian leadership.
Washington's refusal to recognize a Palestinian state deprives Israel of any reason to take the Palestinians seriously. It is this egregious lack of political imagination on the Americans' part that has helped bring us to the catastrophe that is now engulfing the region.
Recognizing Palestine as a full member state would have a number of positive effects. It would demonstrate that Biden is truly serious about his professed aim of a two-state solution. And it would undermine the positions of radicals on both sides -- the Palestinian extremists who refuse to recognize Israel, as well as those on Israel's far right, who want to annex all the Palestinian territory west of the River Jordan.
Biden is right to say Palestinians urgently need a "revitalized" political structure -- presumably based on the will of the Palestinian people as expressed through free elections. But such elections will be almost impossible to conduct unless Palestinian voters can be sure that their votes will bring them closer to freedom from occupation and endless violence. In this sense, recognition and new elections are two indispensable components of the same strategy.
Parallel to U.S. recognition of Palestine, the international community should supervise elections for a new Palestinian leadership that will negotiate with Israel on all issues that would need to be agreed upon by the two neighboring states. Here, too, Biden and current Palestinian leaders can start by acknowledging the mistakes they've made in this respect.
In 2021, the Palestinian authorities announced the dates for parliamentary and presidential elections. The prospect of a free vote produced a genuine sense of excitement in the West Bank and Gaza, where Palestinians had spent 15 years without a chance to pick their leaders.
But Mahmoud Abbas, president of the Palestinian Authority, got cold feet, fearing competition from a new generation of younger and more popular figures, such as the imprisoned leader Marwan Barghouti. Abbas canceled the elections -- and Biden did not object. In July 2022, during a visit to Bethlehem in the West Bank, Biden told Abbas that the time was "not ripe" for peace talks.
With Abbas unable to produce results even as Israel was increasing its pressure on the Palestinians, the military wing of Hamas argued that Israel and the world understood only force. Given the circumstances, many Palestinians found it hard to disagree. In light of everything that has happened since, it should be clear that the United States missed a huge opportunity to undermine the extremists. Now, Washington must demonstrate that it is serious about giving Palestinians a chance to determine their own future.
The prospect of negotiations toward the establishment of a Palestinian state might seem far-fetched in the wake of the brutal Hamas attacks on Oct. 7 and Israel's horrific retaliation in Gaza. But just as diplomacy has shown success on the hostage issue, Biden's recognition of Palestine -- which he could achieve simply by directing his U.N. ambassador not to veto a Security Council resolution -- could be a game changer. Last week, Spain said it might recognize Palestine on its own if the European Union fails to do so. While such gestures by individual countries are welcome, a Security Council vote affirming Palestinian statehood, which is binding in international law, would send a powerful message to all parties about the seriousness of the international community.
Such a step would offer Palestinians hope that they can still achieve freedom from occupation and would reinforce the cease-fire process by providing a clear political road map.
Domestically, recognizing Palestine would also help Biden reestablish his credentials with the young Americans, progressives, Muslim Americans and Arab Americans in his party who are deeply disillusioned by the one-sidedness of his Israel policies.
Any serious effort to find an end to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict needs to dispense with the piecemeal solutions that have been tried so far. The strategic aim should be the creation of an independent and democratic Palestinian state. Once this goal has been firmly established, Palestinians and Israelis can then work to fill out the details regarding borders, Jerusalem, refugees, settlers, security and future Israel-Palestine relations.
This is the only path that offers a viable way out of the current crisis. This opportunity should not be missed.
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Biden's policies
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Biden's policies.
By Michael Ramirez | 2023-11-27

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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Biden's bear hug worked with Israel
Critics fail to understand the U.S.-Israel relationship
By Jennifer Rubin | 2023-11-27

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu greets President Biden in Tel Aviv last month. (Evan Vucci/AP)


If President Biden had listened to demands from the left to condition aid to Israel, publicly condemn its war operations or demand an immediate cease-fire, there is little chance any hostages would have been released or humanitarian aid increased. Biden understood two things his critics (including anti-Zionists) didn't.
First, despite the assumption of Israel's critics (including those who mischaracterize the state in the historic homeland of the Jewish people as a "colonizer"), the United States has no power to order Israel around as if it were a vassal state. Israel will do what it must to survive. Even without U.S. approval, it has conducted and will conduct military operations that its government considers essential to its national security. Put differently, as with any other country on the planet, Israel will operate in its own defense even in defiance of allies' wishes. (The difference between Israel and many other U.S. allies: It has a first-class intelligence apparatus and military capable of conducting sophisticated operations independently.)
Second, any Israeli government, no matter how arrogant, must be concerned with Israeli public opinion. If the Israeli public trusts and embraces the U.S. president, it will be inclined to support his views on the region and his strategic thinking. A U.S. president who they think has their best interests at heart can convince Israelis that they are best protected if their government cooperates with the United States. (Remember, in bragging that he alone could handle the U.S., Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu once said, "America is a thing you can move very easily, move it in the right direction.") Past freezes on West Bank settlements, truces in wars with Gaza and territorial concessions (including withdrawal from Gaza and the fateful decision to allow Hamas to compete in an election) came about with gentle pressure from trusted American presidents.
Given those two factors, Biden knows better than any world leader, most Republicans and some Democrats that there is a right way to influence Israeli decision-making. Republicans wrongly think that encouraging Israel's most grandiose and aggressive inclinations is the way to achieve peace; some Democrats seem to think public heckling of Israel will bring about peace (not understanding Israel's inclination to double down unless it feels secure).
The current situation confirms the wisdom of Biden's tactics, honed through decades of foreign policy experience and tenure as vice president (during a presidency that too often wound up in unproductive public fights with Israel's prime minister).
Recall how the past few weeks unfolded. After the Oct. 7 pogrom, Biden immediately rose to Israel's defense. He rightly condemned the atrocities and defended Israel's right and obligation to root out Hamas while cautioning that Israel must observe the laws of war. He emphasized that Palestinians were victims too and made clear a solution to the underlying Palestinian-Israeli conflict would be necessary to prevent further attacks. He also went to Israel in wartime (the only president to do so). Unsurprisingly, Israelis lionized him.
Then began the slow, steady, meticulous two-track approach. Publicly, Biden never wavered from support for Israel's war aims. Biden increasingly joined his message of support, however, with the second part of his message: Palestinians are victims of Hamas as well. That meant greater care had to be taken to minimize civilian casualties, to get humanitarian aid to Gaza and to achieve Palestinians' aspirations for self-determination. And he flat-out warned against Israel's permanent reoccupation of Gaza.
In private, meanwhile, Biden used that political capital to pressure Israel for a pause and to increase humanitarian aid. He deployed an experienced team that could speak with his full backing. Though it is unclear whether Israel changed its tactics because of Biden, his constant concern about civilian casualties surely weighed on Israeli commanders' and politicians' minds. Coupled with his admonitions to Israel, Biden worked the phones as few U.S. presidents could. In constant contact with Qatar and Egypt and with a fully empowered negotiating team working the details, he forced all sides to reach an agreement for a pause and hostage release.
Few Middle East experts think Netanyahu ever would have agreed to a pause absent all hostages' release if not for Biden. (To their credit, the hostage families and scores of organizations, millions of people and a 200,000-strong March for Israel kept the pressure up for a hostage deal.) Likewise, it is unlikely the hostage-exchange process would have gotten back on track Saturday night if not for Biden's intervention.
Had Biden earlier demanded a cease-fire, as critics urged, he probably wouldn't have been successful. And his effectiveness in pushing for the pause and hostage release would have been over. Though he got little credit domestically, his willingness to ignore unrealistic demands from left-leaning lawmakers and groups were essential to his diplomatic success.
Though the U.S. mainstream media, as it does too often, could see the weeks of diplomacy only in terms of partisan, horserace politics (Democrats divided! Biden losing young people!), Biden was accomplishing what progressives wanted: a cessation (however brief) in hostilities and the return of hostages, both necessary to end the war.
Biden has again managed to outperform expectations. Turns out he understood Netanyahu and the Middle East dynamic much better than the punditocracy and the left wing of his party.
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Will gains from the spectacular 'she-covery' last?
Women in the workforce, especially college-educated moms, are doing better than ever. But will their gains last?
By Catherine Rampell | 2023-11-27
Hey, remember the "she-cession"?
Three years ago, as covid-19 was ravaging the nation, child-care closures and remote schooling disproportionately forced women out of their jobs. Economists warned of potential scarring effects: Once these women stepped away from their careers, the fear went, they might struggle to get back on track.
Instead, the opposite has happened. The she-cession flipped into a spectacular she-covery.
"Women today see themselves as 'people who work,'" says Brookings Institution researcher Lauren Bauer, "and the pandemic was not going to get them down."
Women in the workforce are doing better than ever, with a record share of those considered prime working age (25 to 54 years old) holding a job. Their employment gains have benefited more than just those women and their families. They have also helped power our post-covid economic miracle and, so far at least, steer the country away from recession.
To be clear, American women have not merely recovered all the ground lost during those early covid lockdowns; they're more likely to work today than at any prior time in history. The same is not true of similarly aged men, whose employment rates remain higher than women's but peaked back in the 1950s.
Women's economic gains come with some important asterisks, however. The progress is not equally shared; the employment increases are occurring overwhelmingly among one subpopulation of female workers, arguably those who had more resources and power over their careers to begin with. And some of the factors that have enabled even this group to succeed might be fragile.
But first let's talk about the educational achievements that have given women a leg up these past few years.
In 2002, roughly the same shares of prime-age men and women, about 30 percent, had college degrees. Then the two sexes diverged. Over the next 20 years, the fraction of women with at least a bachelor's degree climbed nearly 16 percentage points, compared with just nine percentage points for men. Because people with more education are generally more likely to have jobs -- higher wages, too -- it was perhaps predictable that larger shares of women with college degrees would lead to big gains for women's employment.
What's striking is that even within the group of college-educated women, the share working today is vastly higher than it was a couple of decades ago. This is driven by one particular subset of the group: college-educated moms, according to a new analysis from researchers at the Penn Wharton Budget Model.
For other groups of women -- those without college degrees, or those who have college degrees but don't have children -- employment rates today are close to their 2002 levels.
Keeping a foothold in their careers has somehow become more manageable for, or perhaps more important to, college-educated mothers. Other metrics show that family responsibilities appear to be pulling many fewer of them out of the workforce than was the case 20 years ago, especially for moms of the youngest children.
There are many possible explanations for these shifts. One is obviously the pandemic-related rise of remote work. Such arrangements are more often available to women with more education, presumably because they disproportionally go into white-collar professions (marketing, accounting, law), as opposed to the kinds of occupations that must be done in person (such as retail, food service, hairdressing).
The option to work remotely might have made balancing work and family commitments more manageable by giving time to these workers they might have otherwise lost commuting. It could also mean that kids require less paid care, or that parents can work while also, say, throwing in a load of laundry. The earliest days of remote work might have changed workplace culture in subtler ways, too.
"Kids just became more visible during covid," said Chloe Quail, a government attorney and mother of two in Sacramento. Seeing co-workers' children occasionally pop up on Zoom calls helped normalize the idea that employees have responsibilities beyond the office and can't be on call 24/7, she said. "We didn't have to have this facade of not being parents. I could say, like, 'Oh, remember my kid that came into my meeting weeks ago? Well, that kid's sick, so I have to run.'"
But the rise in employment among college-educated women long predates the pandemic, which means covid-era Zoom culture can't be the only driver of change. Some of the shift seems to be about evolving social norms and family structures -- and households feeling unable to get by on only a man's income.
In interviews, many college-educated moms around the country say they never seriously considered being stay-at-home parents, because they couldn't afford to be.
"I have bills to pay," said Rossana Roberts, a single mother to a toddler in Durham, N.C., where she works in public health. "I have student loan debt, and I have to provide for my son."
Even mothers with a working spouse spoke of their need to contribute financially to their households. Several raised the fear of suffering the long-term penalties their mothers' generation endured if they took time out of the workforce.
"I studied economics in college, and I'll never forget my professor telling us that women earn 80 cents on the dollar of the average man, but in their lifetimes, they will only earn like half of what the average man makes because of all the stop-outs and the lost promotions," said Natalie Bold, an account manager and mother in Davis, Calif.
Bold said she had once promised herself to not let that career penalty befall her. Rather than leaving the workforce entirely, she decided to temporarily go part-time while her daughter, now 2, is young. Bold sometimes wonders about the long-term financial consequences of that decision, too, she told me.
Another key driver of women's greater attachment to the labor force might be a stronger sense of personal or intellectual fulfillment through their jobs.
Thanks to legal victories, changing norms and more diverse role models, women today have many more occupational choices than earlier generations did. This is especially true for women with more education. Perhaps this means working women today, relative to their mothers' or grandmothers' generations, are more likely to sort into careers they actually enjoy.
When Erin Leigh, a mom of two in South Windsor, Conn., had to take a week off from work this summer because her child care was closed and school hadn't yet started, it reinforced how exhausting it is to be a full-time caregiver -- and how much she likes her job at a nearby university. She loves being a mother, she says, but: "At some point, I just can't color any more pages, and I can't hand out any more snacks. I have to go back to work."
Sara Yin, a mom of two who works for a tech company in the Bay Area, expressed similar reservations when asked whether she ever considered leaving the workforce entirely. She'd miss "adult conversations" if she left her job, she said, adding that "being a full-time mom is so hard and so physically and emotionally exhausting. Lots of colleagues, moms that I talk to, feel like going to work is more like a weekend for us."
Another factor slowly, belatedly enabling workforce gains for American women: American men.
There's some evidence that fathers are taking on greater responsibilities at home, which might help more mothers remain employed, especially while their kids are young. This is likely a function of both evolving gender norms and a more accommodating work culture. Americans of both sexes have more egalitarian attitudes toward child-rearing than in generations past, but acting on those attitudes requires employer support, too.
"The best way to help moms is to give husbands more flexibility in their schedule and more parental leave," said Yin, the tech company employee. "There is just so much more dialogue around 'mom guilt' and how to try to overcome it, but there's so little about 'dad guilt.'"
Managers appear to be getting more understanding about family responsibilities. Access to paid family leave has been rising over time, especially for higher-paid and white-collar workers, as more states have mandated it and more employers see it as necessary to retain staff. Perhaps more important, men seem increasingly willing to take advantage of their leave benefits, as corporate culture shifts and more high-profile men model taking time off. Last month, the number of workers on parental leave reached an all-time high, primarily because of increases in leave-taking among fathers.
Many of the women I interviewed spoke of having frank discussions with their spouses or co-parents, sometimes aided by popular books or exercises, about the household division of labor.
"When the day care is closed, usually [my husband] will take the day off," said Alissa Tyghter-Gerald, who works for a housing nonprofit in New York. "That was definitely a discussion between us. I told him, 'It can't always be me.'"
Both spouses' ability to actively co-parent has been enabled by working for understanding employers, she noted, something the two haven't always enjoyed. "You have to have the right conditions, you know, and all the things have to fall into place," she said, for demanding professional and caregiving responsibilities to feel "sustainable."
If there's a takeaway from the recent employment milestones achieved by working women, and especially college-educated moms, it's this: A lot of factors needed to align perfectly for this to happen. Women had to invest in the right skills and credentials to get into just the right occupations. They also required more supportive partners and co-parents, plus available child care and maybe backup child-care arrangements, too. And they needed more accommodating employers -- or at least economic conditions that forced employers to become more accommodating, because companies short on staff need to keep their workers happy.
Which underscores the question of whether such strong growth in women's employment is itself sustainable, absent a tight labor market or different policy choices. After all, the job market is softening. At some point, employers might consider workers -- especially those seeking nontraditional schedules or other flexible arrangements -- more expendable, and so might be less willing to accede to their demands on when and how they work. And expanded federal funding for child care recently ended, stressing the caregiving system for providers and parents alike.
So far, 2023 has been a banner year for working women, well beyond Taylor and Beyonce and Barbie; it's the millions of rank-and-file white-collar moms who've been fueling our economic expansion. Whether their gains will last into 2024 and beyond is less clear.
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We need less talk about 'democracy' and more about our actual disagreements
We need less talk about 'democracy' and more about our actual disagreements.
By Perry Bacon | 2023-11-27

The U.S. Capitol. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


President Biden recently described "preservation of American democracy" as the "central issue" of his presidency. In September, the foundations for 13 recent U.S. presidents from both parties released a joint statement to "reaffirm our commitment to the principles of democracy." Press critics say the news media should take a "pro-democracy" approach to covering politics. Even this newspaper has adopted the slogan "Democracy Dies in Darkness."
These are admirable sentiments and initiatives. But "democracy" is becoming a buzzword. It's invoked too often and in imprecise ways, essentially as a synonym for "good" or "things I agree with." We need less general talk about "saving democracy" and more about specific policies and principles that we want to defend and promote.
Though democracy has been debated for centuries, Donald Trump's 2016 campaign inspired a renewed focus on it. Debates about the state of democracy in America and around the world increased dramatically after Trump's election and remained prevalent even after he left office. That makes sense. Trump's 2016 campaign suggested he would not abide by traditional norms of democratic government -- such as conceding defeat and leaving power without incident after losing an election -- and that turned out to be true. Since Trump remains on the political scene (and could become president again), it's entirely appropriate to continue talking about democracy.
But our conversations about democracy have moved well beyond Trump. Activists and even some experts increasingly describe the electoral college, the Senate and the Supreme Court as either undemocratic institutions or at least barriers to the United States becoming more democratic. Practices that long predated Trump, such as gerrymandering and billionaires spending heavily to fund campaigns and buy media organizations, are cast as threats to democracy. So are many Republican politicians standing beside the former president and conservative ideologies such as Christian nationalism.
I've been part of this trend myself. I use the terms "democratic" and "antidemocratic" now way more than I did pre-Trump. I don't think we have been wrong to use these terms so often the past eight years. And I firmly reject the idea that this democracy discourse is flawed simply because it has led to more criticisms of Republicans than Democrats. Political violence, rejection of election results and other extreme behavior are all coming more from the right than the left.
But I worry we now have too much vague democracy talk. Part of the problem is that there's not a universally agreed-upon definition of democracy. It's fair to say that democratic nations generally have regularly scheduled elections in which most adults can participate, basic individual rights such as freedom of speech, and a broad ethos that political power ultimately rests with the public.
That leaves a lot undefined. For example, Black Americans faced many barriers to their voting and political rights before the passage of the Voting Rights Act. So does that mean the United States has been a democracy for only 58 years? Is it undemocratic if a candidate is elected president based on winning the electoral college count if he or she lost the popular vote?
If "democracy" isn't clear-cut, what should we do? One useful approach is to define democracy more precisely. Many experts think about the word as a continuum, not a binary. So not "Will America continue to be a democracy?" but, rather, "Is America becoming more or less democratic?" Freedom House, which studies governments around the world, has a list of standards by which it evaluates countries. It still ranks the United States as "free" (not "partly free" or "not free"), but the insurrection of Jan. 6, 2021, and other events have caused the organization to lower the United States' freedom score from 89 in 2017 (on a 100-point scale) to 83 today.
Thomas Zimmer, a professor of history at Georgetown University, argues that what America is really debating -- and has been throughout its history -- is "How much democracy and for whom?" Our tensions aren't really about whether to hold elections, but whether Black people in previous eras and transgender people today should have the same rights as others.
Two leading voices in today's democracy debates, Harvard University professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, argue in their new book, "Tyranny of the Minority," that "either America will be a multiracial democracy or it will not be a democracy at all." "Multiracial" is an important modifier; neither the United States before 1965 nor many democracies around the world today have shared political power among more than one ethnic or racial group.
I often adopt this approach -- more fluid, nuanced discussions about democracy. But I am shifting to think that people should just articulate their actual goals instead of invoking the term "democracy."
For example, I want greater majority rule. The United States should elect presidents by popular vote, not the electoral college. The Senate should get rid of the filibuster, which allows lawmakers representing a minority of Americans to regularly thwart the views of the majority.
I want an election system that increases voters' power and options. Moving to proportional representation would likely lead to more political parties. Limiting gerrymandering would make our votes more meaningful.
I want a political media that prioritizes truth and accuracy over neutrality between the two parties. I also want a press that openly advocates for some principles, such as trying to make it easier, not harder, to vote.
I want more economic and political equality. We should raise taxes on the super-rich because no one needs a billion dollars and also because such wealth inevitably ends up warping politics, such as Elon Musk buying Twitter and making the platform harder to use.
And to get precise about what I don't want, the problem with Trump is that, as president, he tried to stop independent investigations of himself while pushing for probes of his political rivals and refused to concede his electoral defeat and instead tried to overturn the results. And, if elected to a second term, he would fire nonpartisan government officials and replace them with people loyal to him.
The list of reforms and policies I favor are the kinds of things that democracy experts would say make America "more democratic." And Trump's behavior, they would argue, is "antidemocratic."
I don't disagree with that framing. But I fear that many in the anti-Trump camp invoke "democracy" because that term positions them as automatically right and their political rivals as wrong. It shifts the discussion away from real-world policies and practices and toward an abstract and broadly supported ideal (democracy).
We are better off being very specific about the policies and principles that we support and oppose. For example, I am generally wary of banning any kind of information. But the problem with recent Republican attempts to ban books is not that they are "antidemocratic"; it's that they are trying to stop people from learning evidence-based, morally right concepts. Many GOP elected officials don't want children to learn that racism is often systemic, not just individualized bias, or that some people don't feel comfortable living according to the gender they were assigned at birth.
We should be discussing these ideas and whether limiting their dissemination is appropriate, not deferring to some generalized conversation about democracy.
Moving from generalities about "democracy" to details makes for a more honest debate. It's also probably a better political strategy. It's not clear whether voters care about democracy in the abstract. But the election results this year and last suggest Americans are strongly opposed to banning books, limiting abortion and denying election results.
If Trump-aligned Republicans win control of the presidency and both houses of Congress next year, you could say they would end American democracy as we know it. But it's simpler and probably more effective to just say they would end America as we know it -- and therefore must be stopped.
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The U.S. pharmacy industry is crumbling. Here's how to fix it.
Too many Americans have to travel a long way to buy their medication because middlemen make pharmacies unprofitable. 

By Robert Gebelhoff | 2023-11-27

A blacked-out sign for a pharmacy shut down in Somerville, Tenn., on June 6, 2022. (Brandon Dill for The Washington Post) 


Canby Drug & Gifts, a pharmacy in rural Minnesota, is a paradox. It does good business, yet it is always on the verge of shutting down.
"I'm one bad contract from closing," says owner Mark Whittier.
His drugstore, one of a few in his county of more than 9,000 people, exemplifies the struggle many independent pharmacies face. The store is a lifeline for customers, most of whom are on either Medicaid or the state's health-insurance program. Yet profitability is now near-impossible because of the preposterous way the United States distributes pharmaceutical drugs.
Without serious reforms, businesses such as Whittier's could disappear.
The tectonic plates beneath retail pharmaceuticals are shifting, and drugstores are falling. The total number of drugstores has been falling since 2015, but the trend has been particularly pronounced in rural areas, which have lost about 10 percent of their pharmacies in two decades.
There are plenty of reasons for this: As for many other businesses, revenue for pharmacies cratered during the pandemic. Labor shortages, especially among pharmacists seeking better pay and working conditions, further strained operations. Meanwhile, online retailers provided new competition, and large opioid settlements have battered many chains.
But U.S. drug distribution has also greatly consolidated, granting enormous power to a few big players that have mangled the industry in the pursuit of profit. A small number of pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) -- Express Scripts, CVS Caremark and Optum Rx -- act as intermediaries between pharmacies and the insurance companies that pay for prescription drugs. But each PBM also runs a network of pharmacies and goes to great lengths to direct customers to its preferred retail stores.
That's right -- the same corporations that are deciding where Americans should buy their drugs are often running those drugstores.
This market dominance has driven business away from independent stores. Worse, PBMs are notorious for setting low reimbursement fees, making it difficult for pharmacies to break even. Many PBMs also impose contracts on independent pharmacies with unrealistic demands on how they dispense drugs and how their customers follow the regimens. When pharmacies fall short, they are hit with enormous fees.
Together, these forces have expanded America's "pharmacy deserts" -- swaths of the country without easy access to stores -- and this situation is bound to worsen. CVS and Walgreens plan to continue shedding retail locations in the coming years. Rite Aid's bankruptcy last month will pile on 150-plus more closures.
This could have serious effects on Americans' health, especially among minorities. Long drives and onerous trips on public transportation make it hard for patients to stay on track with their medications. People shouldn't have to spend an hour in a car or bus just to pick up insulin to treat diabetes.
Mail-order services can help address the problem but can't solve it. Retail shops are essential for immunizations, for example. And drugs coming through the mail come without face-to-face guidance from pharmacists on how to take them. Plus, not all drugs can be shipped; some must be refrigerated or not shaken.
An elegant solution to these problems is to make it more profitable for pharmacies to serve low-income patients. This would require a heavy hand from the government.
One way to do it: raise reimbursement rates for drugs covered by Medicaid or Medicare. Government programs typically pay less than private insurers do. This saves taxpayers money, but it means poor communities -- which already suffer from higher rates of health issues -- are less profitable for drugstores. This makes low-income areas less attractive places to open pharmacies, regardless of demand.
States could change the incentive structure and pay more for drug purchases through their assistance programs. This would cost governments more, but it would help stabilize independent pharmacies and give chains reason to remain where they're most needed.
States should also confront PBMs. These middlemen have concocted a devious way to profit from the byzantine drug system at the expense of pharmacies. PBMs negotiate discounts with drug manufacturers on behalf of payers -- either insurance companies or state Medicaid programs. But the amounts they charge payers are often much higher than what they reimburse pharmacies. PBMs then pocket the difference, or at least a portion of it.
There is no justification for this practice, especially in Medicaid. Banning it from all taxpayer-funded programs would direct some of the savings from drug discounts to pharmacies. Ohio, for example, discovered in 2018 that PBMs working with the state's Medicaid program were upcharging taxpayers more than $200 million in a single year, so lawmakers banned the practice. The next year, pharmacy reimbursements from PBMs jumped $38 million.
Whittier says such reforms are about "fairness" for pharmacies. That's true, but they're also about fairness for Americans. A country in which access to medication is determined by Zip codes is economically -- and morally -- deficient.
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Welcome to the family, Cousin Vlod!
Volodymyr Zelensky is obviously related to my father's clan.
By Calvin Trillin | 2023-11-27
Calvin Trillin is a longtime staff writer for the New Yorker.
I'm becoming more and more certain that Volodymyr Zelensky and I are cousins. As my father, who was born in Ukraine, often said when he uttered one of his ironclad dictums -- e.g., you can't gain more than a pound from eating all the chocolates in a one-pound box of chocolates -- it stands to reason.
The notion was in my mind even before I heard someone on cable TV mention the Ukrainian president's height, which would put him at around the middle button of Charles de Gaulle's dress uniform -- and which would be almost precisely midway between my height and my father's. (Our family does not run to ranginess.) When I heard that comment, I muttered to myself, "Uncanny!"
And then I started checking off the ways Zelensky and my father matched up. Born in Ukraine? Check. Although my father was brought up from the age of 2 or 3 in St. Joseph, Mo., had an accent that recalled Harry S. Truman, and was familiar with Midwestern phrases such as, "Haven't had so much fun since the hogs ate little sister," he was born in a place called Sokol'cha, Ukraine.
Born into a Jewish family? Check. Stocky build? Check. An attraction, possibly genetic, to cities located at the confluence of two rivers? Check. Zelensky's hometown, Kryvyi Rih, is at the confluence of the Inhulets and the Saksahan. Kansas City, where my father spent virtually all his adult life, is, of course, at the confluence of the Missouri and the Kaw.
Born into a Russian-speaking family? Check-ish. I can't claim to know for sure that my family in Sokol'cha spoke Russian. But I know my father knew at least one Russian song, "Ochi Chernye," because he often sang it on long car trips that also featured his rendition of "The Road to Mandalay." "Ochi Chernye" originated as a poem by Yevhen Hrebinka. And where was Yevhen Hrebinka from? Ukraine!
Enough said? No? Well, there's more.
Before I get to the real clincher, though, I want to point out that we have never been the sort of family that claimed connection with heroic figures as a way of catching a few rays of reflected glory. Of course, we take pride in the achievements of our relatives. I may have mentioned from time to time that my cousin Keith once reached the finals of the Kansas state spelling bee. I have never made a secret of the fact that my cousin Neil (on my mother's side, rather than what I now refer to as the Zelensky side) was the drum major of the University of Nebraska marching band.
But we have never claimed to be related to, say, Winston Churchill, the historic figure now often mentioned in discussions of Zelensky as an inspiring wartime leader. We are not the sort of people who would claim a relationship simply because some cousin's newborn baby resembles Winston Churchill. On the contrary, I've always been forthright about my belief that one of my nephews as a newborn had a strong resemblance to  Clement Attlee.
So, the real clincher? Here it is.
Long before Zelensky became world famous, my father's family was so renowned for stubbornness that my mother regularly used a single word to describe the entire clan: mules. She always said that trying to change my father's mind -- or, let's be honest, my mind -- was "like talking to the wall." A proclamation that could cause my father to end with "it stands to reason" might also cause him to begin with "I don't care what you say," even if you hadn't said anything.
More than one of my Zelensky-side relatives served as the model for a fictional uncle I once described in a story as "flexible as a tree stump." For years, my theory about why my family happened to enter the United States through Galveston rather than Ellis Island was that my grandfather once said that when you go to America, you land in Texas, and when the time finally came to leave Ukraine, he preferred to go a thousand or so miles out of the way in steerage rather than admit he was wrong.
What Cousin Vlod (if I may) has displayed is a creative and courageous form of the stubbornness that runs in our family. From the start, he didn't seem to care about the opinions of the learned foreign policy analysts who agreed that the Russians would capture Kyiv in three days and that he ought to get out while the getting was good. I can picture a European leader returning from an effort to persuade Vlod to accept a "diplomatic solution" that would grant Russia a couple of chunks of Ukraine as a reward for staging an unprovoked, criminal and thoroughly bungled invasion. The leader sighs and then says to his cabinet ministers, "It was like talking to the wall."
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My children are being held hostage by Hamas. Take me to Gaza to see them.
My daughters were kidnapped by Hamas on Oct. 7. If no one can free them, I want to go to their side. 
By Maayan Zin | 2023-11-26

Dafna Elyakim, now 15, and Ela Elyakim, now 8, with their mother, Maayan Zin. Dafna and Ela were taken hostage by Hamas on Oct. 7. (Maayan Zin)


Update: Dafna and Ela Elyakim were released and reunited with their mother on Nov. 26.
Maayan Zin lives in Kiryat Ono, Israel.
Rebbe Simcha Bunem, the 18th-century Hasidic sage, was known for carrying a slip of paper in each pocket. On the first he wrote, "For my sake the world was created," while the other read, "I am but dust and ashes."
On Oct. 7, my daughters, Dafna, 15, and Ela, 8, were kidnapped by Hamas, and since then I have been carrying around my own versions of Rebbe Bunem's slips of paper. On the first I wrote, "For their sake the world was created," while the other reads, "Take me to Gaza."
I spend every day switching between these two mantras -- between hope and dread.
On one hand, I have seen that for my daughters' sake the world truly was created. Our entire country has mobilized to rescue Dafna and Ela, foreign leaders know their names and are trying to secure their freedom, and thousands of miles away from here, strangers hold vigils and put up posters showing their faces. The heroism and support of others give me the strength to believe that my girls will be brought home to me, and every passing hour feels like an hour closer to reunion.
At the same time, I can see that the ideology of hatred that drove Hamas to kidnap my daughters continues to grow stronger around the world. The soldiers fighting their way to Dafna and Ela face people who would rather die than let my girls go free. Thousands of miles away from here, strangers scream into the sky for more violence, another intifada, another war to push us into the sea. The posters of my girls are torn down, their dignity as victims denied. Every passing hour feels like an hour closer to the phone call telling me that they have not survived, that this world is too cruel to let them live. I am but dust and ashes, and if I must be, then I want to meet my fate together with Dafna and Ela.
I have nothing left to ask of this world but this: Take me to my girls. Take me to Gaza.
I am requesting assistance from the Israeli government, the U.S. government, the International Committee of the Red Cross and any other organization trying to help the hostages. I cannot wait for more news of hostage deals to come and go. You have failed to free my girls, so take me to Gaza.
My bag is packed. I will take only a few items: chocolate milk that my daughters love, shoes that are good for running and a new bandage for Ela -- the last photograph we have of her in captivity shows that she is injured. Take me to Gaza so I can change her bandage.
In my jeans pocket I will carry a photograph of Noam, their father, who we believe was killed in front of their eyes. Take me to Gaza in his memory.
When I reach them, however I reach them, I will hug them so hard that for a moment they might forget where they are. I will place myself in front of them, and they will finally be able to sleep as I hold them. I will tell Dafna to raise her beautiful voice and sing a song that might open the heart of a guard. I will encourage Ela to be the tiny mouse that she is and find the smallest hiding place to shelter in, so that when the IDF comes to save us, she will be safe.
I will bring messages from the parents and loved ones of the other 31 children believed to be in captivity. Some of those children no longer have their parents waiting for them back at home. Take me to Gaza, so that I can be their mother, too. I will tell them that they have not been forgotten, and that they are loved. That they are cherished, and that for their sake the world was created.
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Picking the White House Christmas tree is all about height, sight and light
It's tall, sturdy and fragrant. Meet the White House Christmas tree.
By Andrea Salcedo | 2023-11-28

First lady Jill Biden and military families welcome the White House Christmas tree on Nov. 20. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


On Monday, first lady Jill Biden revealed this year's White House holiday decorations. Among them is the focal point of the Blue Room: the floor-to-ceiling Fraser fir Christmas tree.
The tradition that began with President William Howard Taft's children dropping a tree into the Blue Room in 1912 has become a carefully orchestrated search for a tree that must be the right height and should be strong enough to hold up thousands of ornaments. Once selected, a team of White House staff and volunteers stand on scaffolding wrapping lights and hanging handmade ornaments and ribbons before the first family takes an exclusive peek. Hundreds of gallons of water keep the tree fresh and exuding the scent of Christmas.
The hunt for the Blue Room Christmas tree begins at the farm.
In October, like every fall, a White House delegation traveled to the winner's farm to pick the tree that will temporarily replace the chandelier in the Blue Room, an oval parlor used for receptions and small dinners.
This year, the White House team went to Fleetwood, N.C., where it closely inspected and measured six trees grown by siblings Amber Scott and Alex Church, the winners of this year's Grand Champion Grower contest. The National Christmas Tree Association, a trade industry that promotes the use of real pines, has run the contest since the 1960s. The winner donates a Christmas tree to be placed in the Blue Room, and the runner-up tree traditionally stands at the vice president's home. To qualify for the national contest, growers must first win a state or regional competition.
The White House team had seen pictures of the six trees that met the criteria before arriving at Cline Church Nursery, a 500-acre family-owned tree farm that has sat in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains since 1977. But there's nothing like seeing the trees in person, said Tim O' Connor, executive director of the National Christmas Tree Association.
"It's a little bit of a beauty contest," said O'Connor, who has presented trees to the Obamas, Trumps and Bidens. "They have to be perfect. They are in the center of the room, so you can't hide the bad side in the corner like you do at home sometimes."
Proportions are important. The tree can't be too wide or too narrow. If you're able to see through it, it's probably not Blue Room material. The tree's branches must also be sturdy enough to hold as many as 3,000 ornaments.
The bar for the Blue Room Christmas tree is high -- literally. The tree must be 181/2 feet tall to fit inside the Blue Room once its chandelier comes down. The height is nonnegotiable because once the chandelier is put away, the tree uses its power source. A potential Blue Room tree, which can take up to 24 years to grow, must have a diameter of nearly 12 feet so it can be the center of the room with enough wiggle room to keep some furniture, depending on the administration.
"It has to be a very symmetrical tree and very full," said Laura Dowling, a White House chief floral designer during the Obama administration.
In 2010, Dowling traveled with a White House delegation to a farm in Lehighton, Pa., to select that year's Blue Room tree.
"I remember the horticulturist testing the branches to make sure that the needles were very strong." Dowling said. "What I was looking for was: 'Would it be a good tree to decorate?'"
Dowling recounted walking around the farm for hours to find the best pine. The scent, she said, is "very important."
"I've never heard of a time when a first lady didn't approve the tree that we selected," Dowling said. "Whether it was the first lady or a guest who arrived, the minute they went into the Blue Room, the tree made a statement."
After Taft's children placed the first tree in the Blue Room while their parents were in Panama, other first families followed. Some placed a small tree in the Blue Room; others preferred a large tree or trees in the East Room, where most of the holiday festivities took place.
During the Eisenhower administration, first lady Mamie Eisenhower featured a tree in the Blue Room consistently, the White House Historical Association wrote. First lady Jacqueline Kennedy continued this tradition and in 1961 selected a theme for the annual Blue Room Christmas tree: the "Nutcracker" ballet. This tradition of a themed Blue Room Christmas tree has continued ever since.
The tree is usually delivered to the White House before Thanksgiving. And like everything that enters the White House, it must have security clearance and be fully inspected before a team of about eight to 10 National Park Service workers lift it, carry it through the North Portico and place it in the Blue Room. (How a tree that tall is screened remains a secret, a matter of national security, of course.)

Topiary trees line the east colonnade of the White House in 2018. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


In 2018, first Lady Melania Trump skipped the unveiling of the annual White House Christmas decorations "to let the decorations speak for themselves," her spokeswoman Stephanie Grisham told reporters at the time.
That year, the first lady raised eyebrows with red Christmas trees made of berries. Her office said "the choice of red is an extension of the pales, or stripes found in the presidential seal designed by our Founding Fathers."
(The Blue Room tree should not be confused with the White House's National Christmas Tree, which towers nearly 47 feet tall outside the White House.)

The White House Christmas tree is displayed in the Blue Room in December 2019. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In 2014, Dowling recounted, the tree was so large and fluffy that the main door of the White House had to be temporarily removed for it to fit. Once placed inside the Blue Room, the tree, which arrives bundled up, is opened and left to rest for a couple of hours or overnight before the magic begins, she said.
Once the tree has opened its branches, electricians string thousands of lights onto the pine.
Then the fun part begins.
Volunteers and White House staffers carefully dress it with handmade ribbons and ornaments that sit in a White House warehouse for most of the year. The shiniest ornaments are placed deep within the tree to give the illusion of more lights than it has.
Once the holiday season comes to an end, like everything that goes up, the tree must come down.
"The White House decorations go into storage and go back up every year," Dowling said.
And about 10 months later it all begins again at a farm.
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One of seven teenagers in a Fairfax County crash has died, police say
After an alcohol-related crash Nov. 20 involving seven juveniles in Fairfax County, one of them, a middle schooler, died on Thanksgiving. 
By Olivia Diaz | 2023-11-28

(iStock)


One of seven teenagers involved in an alcohol-related vehicle crash in Fairfax County, Va., on Nov. 20 has died, police said Monday.
The crash occurred shortly before 5 a.m. near Pioneer Lane and Shreve Road in the county's Merrifield area, police said. They said a 17-year-old boy, at the wheel of a Lincoln SUV, was traveling at high speed with a half-dozen young passengers when the vehicle crested a hill, went out of control and struck a tree.
"Sadly, one of the juvenile passengers ... was pronounced deceased from injuries," police said in a statement Monday, without specifying the youth's age, gender or date of death. "Four of the juvenile occupants remain hospitalized," the statement said. "The other occupants have since been released from hospitals."
The seven youths are ages 14 to 17, police said Nov. 20. Alcohol and speed appeared to be the primary causes of the crash, according to police, who said five of the teenagers were thrown from the SUV and a sixth had to be extricated by rescue personnel. Most were not wearing seat belts, police said.
The 17-year-old driver was taken into police custody and released to his parents pending the outcome of an investigation, which is continuing, the statement said. It said police "are working closely with the Office of the Fairfax Commonwealth's Attorney to determine when charges will be placed."
None of the youths has been publicly identified. McLean High School sent an email to parents  Nov. 20 to let them know that one of its students and "others from a nearby school" were involved in a vehicular crash. Longfellow Middle School also sent an email saying one of its students was involved in the crash.
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Let's use Giving Tuesday to make the coming election year less toxic
Let's use Giving Tuesday to make the coming election year less toxic
By Petula Dvorak | 2023-11-27

Voters in Midlothian, Va., on Nov. 7. (Julia Nikhinson for The Washington Post)


The giant wreaths hanging over Union Station are up and aglow, electrifying the air and signaling a shift into a season that should appeal to our better angels.
But I'm going to pierce that holiday luster any of us might be feeling right now with one reminder: election 2024, and all the toxicity that comes with our increasingly acrimonious exercise of democracy.
But we can do something to prepare for this right now -- on Giving Tuesday.
I'm dedicating this year's annual list of organizations worthy of our generosity to the fortification of the communities and values that will be battered and buffeted in the coming year of merciless campaigning.
They are the people and principles ensnared in the worst of election-year stunts and rhetoric: the refugees being moved around the nation like political pawns, the LGBTQ Americans who will bear the brunt of the hatred whipped up by pearl-clutching fearmongers, the women seeing their reproductive options narrow as their wombs become stump-speech battlegrounds, and those who lost their homes.
Here in the nation's capital, we are uniquely positioned for a hellish 2024 as the front line of the insurrection, bracing for a redux of 2020. We've got Donald Trump on trial, our courts jammed up with jailed Jan. 6ers, and President Biden furiously biking and polar-plunging to promise four more years of vitality.
All the angst we have as the nation's capital is layered over ongoing big-city problems: youth gun violence, dognappings, a downtown still struggling to emerge from the pandemic. We're fighting for our town, a place the former president dismissed as a place of "filth and decay," but one he is desperate to return to.
I know. It's a lot. And thinking about it can make us feel overwhelmed and helpless. But we're not, and there are thousands of good people working to realize the American values we cherish. Here are some of them and the ways we can help their fight.

Demonstrators at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (John Minchillo/AP)


PFLAG saves families, and with that, saves lives. It's the organization founded in 1973 by a woman and her gay son that supports members of the LGBTQ community by helping those who love them.
I've sat in on local PFLAG meetings, witnessing powerful moments -- dads struggling with their transgender child's suicide attempt, sisters trying to understand how to help a bullied gay brother, parents fighting for their trans children's right to use a bathroom. This group will have a lot to shoulder in the coming year.
The political rhetoric that flings "groomer" and "drag queen" around like word weapons coincides with the rise in attacks on LGBTQ Americans -- recent reports from the Anti-Defamation League and the LGBTQ+ organization GLAAD show us this. Even the Department of Homeland Security issued a warning in May of growing attacks against this community, noting that "these issues include actions linked to drag-themed events, gender-affirming care, and LGBTQIA+ curricula in schools."
The FBI's crime statistics show that hate crimes based on gender identity increased by almost 33 percent from 2021 to 2022 and those targeting people based on their sexual orientation rose by 13.8 percent over the same time period, according to a Human Rights Watch analysis of those numbers.

The Capital Pride parade in Washington on June 10. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


SAMU First Response sends an alert -- sometimes in the dead of night -- each time a bus fueled by a governor's political ambitions and filled with exhausted, terrified and hopeful migrants pulls into D.C.
The aid organization gives the migrants food and clothing as they step into the unfamiliar air. Then volunteers organize places for the new arrivals to sleep and, eventually, to live. U.S. Customs and Border Protection is reporting fluctuating waves of migrants, and politicians are sure to seize on these numbers on the campaign trail. The volunteer network -- which welcomes cash, gift cards, food and willing hands -- will have a busy year ahead.
The organization reports more than 60 buses have arrived in D.C. since May -- and almost 250 since the stunt began in spring 2022. Today, many migrants are living in shelters, with churches and families, and at hotels that previously housed people born and raised in D.C.
St. Ann's Center for Children, Youth and Families is a little place in Maryland that has been a home since the Civil War for mothers and children who need help. The conversation against abortion rights should never happen without including support for a place like St. Ann's.
The abortion foes who make legislation and shame their crusade for life rarely have solutions for what's supposed to happen to all those babies they want women to bear. It costs more than $4 million each year to house, school, feed and uplift just over a dozen families at St. Ann's. This is not a cheap or easy endeavor. It deserves help -- and emulation.
Thrive DC has been helping Washingtonians without homes since 1979. It is a church basement operation that offers showers, haircuts, toiletries, meals and transportation -- the gears of daily living that slip when people are homeless.
As tent cities become increasingly visible in major U.S. cities, they turn into easy targets in political squabbles. Instead, they need to be addressed as a human rights crisis.
Trump wants to make urban homelessness illegal in a second term, proposing incarceration and massive institutions for those with mental health issues and moving these communities onto parcels of inexpensive land outside cities, making recovery and reentry even harder.
2024 is going to be a long year. A little kindness on our national day of giving can help it land a little more gently for our neighbors.
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PM Update: Coldest air of the season so far pours in through Tuesday
Washington might snag its first official freeze tonight. Many spots struggle and fail to reach 40 on Tuesday. 
By Ian Livingston | 2023-11-27

There's still some color on the National Mall. (angela n./Flickr) 


Highs in the mid-40s to near 50 felt chillier than that thanks to wind gusting between 30 and 40 mph behind a cold front. Today's blustery conditions are just a small preview of what's to come. It'll turn colder through Tuesday as winds stay gusty, leading to the coldest temperatures and wind chills of the season so far.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Skies should stay mainly clear through the night. Temperatures will fall to the 20s in most spots but be closer to freezing downtown. Winds probably will blow about 5 to 10 mph out of the west and northwest, with higher gusts.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Tuesday): A mix of sun and clouds won't prove too helpful against wind chills and the coldest readings so far this season. Highs will probably be in the mid-30s to near 40. But when you add in the wind blowing about 15 to 20 mph, and gusting past 30 mph, wind chills will be a good 10 to 15 degrees lower than the actual temperature much of the day.
See Jason Samenow's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
The last non-freeze standing: Washington should finally snag its first official freeze tonight or Tuesday night. If and when that happens, it will be the latest first freeze since 2011, when it didn't arrive until Dec. 10. Last year's first freeze came on Nov. 18, with the average being Nov. 17.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Greenbelt City Council member Brandon 'Ric' Gordon dies at 41
Officials remembered Greenbelt City Council member Brandon "Ric" Gordon as a champion of inclusion and LGBTQ rights.  
By Lateshia Beachum | 2023-11-27

Ric Gordon died on Sunday at age 41. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Greenbelt City Council member Brandon "Ric" Gordon, who was reelected for a second term earlier this month, died at age 41 on Sunday, the city of Greenbelt announced in a release.
The Prince George's County native led efforts to make Greenbelt a more inclusive community for himself and others by starting the Greenbelt Pride festival in 2022 and adding a Pride parade this year. Gordon described himself to The Washington Post earlier this year as a transamorous heterosexual man.
Greenbelt Mayor Emmett V. Jordan in a statement called Gordon's death "a great loss to the Greenbelt community, Prince George's County, and the State of Maryland."
"Ric Gordon was very passionate about Greenbelt, politics, and his important role as a council member. He will be missed tremendously," Jordan said.
The cause of his death wasn't released.
Most recently, Gordon said he was delighted that Greenbelt voters this month signaled that they were in favor of granting noncitizens ballot access in local elections. It was yet another sign that Greenbelt was hungry for change and ready to be "on the right side of history," he told The Post.
"This shows who we are as a community. ... We care for our neighbors, no matter the citizenship status," he said in an interview. "We have a melting pot here in Greenbelt. We understand each other."
Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks (D) called Gordon a "dedicated public servant."
"We are collectively mourning this deeply felt loss," she said in a statement. "Councilmember Gordon was not only a valued member of the Greenbelt City Council but also a cherished member of the Prince George's County community. We will remember him for his commitment to making Greenbelt a better place for all."
Gordon graduated from Morris College in Sumter, S.C., in 2004 with a bachelor's degree in political science and prelaw and a minor in psychology. He later obtained a master's degree in public administration from Strayer University and was scheduled to complete a certification program from the University of Maryland Public Policy Academy of Excellence in Local Governance this fall, according to his most recent candidate biography.
His efforts as an openly LGBTQ official earned him a Prince George's County Pride Award for LGBTQ+ Excellence in Government in June 2022. He was honored alongside Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.), who called Gordon "a crucial advocate for Greenbelt and his fellow Prince Georgians."
"Whether standing together as co-recipients of the Prince George's County Pride Award for LGBTQ+ Excellence in Government in 2022 or celebrating our successful effort to bring the new FBI headquarters to Greenbelt just the other week, I was pleased to work with my friend Ric Gordon to serve Marylanders," Hoyer said in a statement.
At the time of his death, Gordon was employed at the U.S. Transportation Department under the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  as a government contractor, according to his LinkedIn profile. 
He and his wife, Carla, have four grown children and six grandchildren, the biography said.
Prince George's County Council member Krystal Oriadha (D-District 7), who worked alongside Gordon to champion LGBTQ rights, in a statement credited his heart and commitment to his passion for the city.
"His service to the community set a precedent for future leaders, while inspiring others to be the change they seek in the world," Oriadha said. "Gordon showed a generation that it is never too late to live your life as your most authentic self."
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The men of La Casa receive help in life, illness and death
Formerly homeless men need help from Friendship Place every step of the way.
By John Kelly | 2023-11-27

Everett George, division director of La Casa, an apartment building in Columbia Heights for men who were once homeless. (John Kelly/The Washington Post)


The first time I spoke with Everett George, division director at a unique place in Columbia Heights called La Casa, he wasn't actually at La Casa, an apartment building for men who once lived on the streets. I'd reached him on the phone at a nursing home in Hyattsville where he was visiting one of La Casa's residents.
"It doesn't end outside the door," George said of his job.
That's because a door -- a home -- isn't the only thing the 34 residents of La Casa need. They need help addressing the issues that contributed to their homelessness in the first place. And as they age, they need help navigating the journey all of us will make.
"Most of the participants don't have family members," George said. "The staff becomes the family members. If they're in the hospital, we follow them."
If a resident enters a nursing home or must receive hospice care, La Casa's case managers are there, too.
"Another thing that is a high priority is that, because some participants don't have family members and don't have resources, when they pass away, no one claims the body," George said. And so La Casa does.
La Casa is operated by Friendship Place, a District-based charity that combats homelessness in our area and is a partner in The Washington Post Helping Hand campaign. The seven-story building opened at 15th and Irving streets NW in 2014, a much-needed replacement for a set of run-down trailers that had provided overnight shelter for unhoused men, many of them immigrants from Latin America.
La Casa offers what's called permanent supportive housing. When a resident moves in, he's free to stay. It is an example of the housing-first model of tackling the issue of people who are unhoused.
"In the housing-first model, you house the person regardless of whatever barriers they have," George said. "You start to provide the wraparound services to those barriers that you discover."
Residents at La Casa are required to meet twice a month with their case manager. Many meet more often, especially if they have pressing issues with addiction or with their mental health. That's important.
"For example, if a person is experiencing a severe mental health issue, it's going to impede their ability to maintain their apartment," George said. They may not be able to keep it -- or themselves -- clean.
Since starting at La Casa in May, George has invited representatives from the District's Department of Behavioral Health to attend weekly meetings to make sure residents are connected to services if they need them. George has also set up a harm-reduction program aimed at educating residents who are abusing alcohol.
Many of La Casa's residents are dogged by day-to-day health issues.
"We've been able to connect some of them to a primary-care doctor," George said. "We realized that 60 to 65 percent had no primary-care doctor. They were utilizing the emergency room."
But some of them don't want to go to a doctor.
"It's a cultural issue," George said. "Because of some of the experiences they've had, they don't trust the system."
Still, George is committed to reducing ambulance use.
"The campaign I'm on now is to get a volunteer -- a retired doctor or nurse -- that can come to the building to do blood pressure checks, glucose checks and make recommendations, so the guys can get the proper health care they need," he said.
I recently checked back with George. This time, he was in his office at La Casa. The resident whom George had visited in Hyattsville had died, and his body is in the morgue in Baltimore. When it is released, La Casa will provide a final act of charity: The man will be buried in a donated grave, a final home for someone who long had none.
We're in the middle of Helping Hand, The Post's annual fundraising campaign. We're grateful for our readers' support.
To give online to Friendship Place, go to posthelpinghand.com. To donate by mail, send a check to Friendship Place, 4713 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20016. Thank you.
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Insanity defense probable for man charged in fatal Metro shooting
Isaiah Trotman, charged in a fatal shooting rampage in a Metro station, will argue in a trial that he is not guilty by reason of insanity, his lawyers say.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2023-11-27

D.C. police officers stand near shell casings outside the Potomac Avenue Metro station after a Feb. 1 shooting rampage. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


A man charged in a Feb. 1 shooting rampage that left a Metro employee dead and two passengers wounded will probably argue at his trial that he is not guilty by reason of insanity, a defense attorney said in court Monday.
Isaiah Trotman, 32, appeared in D.C. Superior Court as prosecutors announced that he had been indicted by a grand jury on 52 charges in the shooting, including first-degree murder while armed. The attack started on a Metrobus and ended underground on the platform of the Potomac Avenue Metro station in Southeast Washington.
Trotman, through his lawyers from the D.C. Public Defender Service, pleaded not guilty Monday, and a trial was tentatively scheduled for mid-2025. One of his attorneys, Joseph Yarbough, told prosecutors that a "not guilty by reason of insanity defense will likely be pursued."
Authorities said Trotman shot three people, including 64-year-old Robert Cunningham, a Metro mechanic who was killed when he intervened to try to save a passenger. A witness said the gunman uttered, "I'm the killmonger," as he rushed into the Potomac Avenue station at the end of the morning rush hour.
Police arrested Trotman, who worked in information technology, after he boarded a train following the shooting and a passenger managed to wrestle away his loaded firearm.
According to court records, Trotman told a person on the station platform: "I'll shoot you. I am God." Earlier, court records say, he told another person: "Look me in the face. I'm a prophet. You're going to die with me today."
After Trotman's arrest, his mother, Althea Trotman, said that two months before the shooting, she noticed that Trotman seemed unusually subdued, and she believed he was suffering from depression.
In interviews with The Washington Post, Trotman's mother and a former girlfriend said Trotman struggled with depression. They described events that may have contributed to his downward spiral, including the death of his father and a breakup with the ex-girlfriend that ended a sometimes-volatile relationship.
At Monday's hearing, Trotman sat motionless, staring ahead as his attorneys argued for their client to be released pending trial.
Yarbough said Trotman was diagnosed with schizophrenia and was receiving monthly medication injections administered by staff members at the D.C. jail. Yarbough said his client should be allowed to return to his Southeast home, where he could continue receiving medical treatment, which Yarbough said Trotman did not receive before his arrest.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Michelle Jackson argued that Trotman remains a danger to the public and should not be released. Judge Maribeth Raffinan agreed, ordering that Trotman remain jailed.
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Pr. William supervisor Margaret Franklin joins race for Spanberger seat
Franklin is a former congressional aide who earlier this month was reelected to her second term on the Prince William County board. 
By Teo Armus | 2023-11-27

Margaret Franklin, a member of the Prince William Board of County Supervisors, at a news conference in Woodbridge in 2019. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


Prince William County Supervisor Margaret A. Franklin (D-Woodbridge) will seek her party's nomination for Virginia's 7th Congressional District, becoming the third candidate to officially join the primary after Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.) declined to run for reelection and launched a bid for governor.
Franklin, 37, is a public-affairs professional and former congressional aide who earlier this month was reelected to her second term on the Prince William board, where she has created grant programs for small businesses and housing assistance in this Northern Virginia exurb.
"We've been pretty aggressive about hitting the ground running even on the local level," she said in an interview ahead of the announcement. "That's going to serve me well again on day one to serve the 7th Congressional District."
Spanberger won the newly drawn seat by about four points last year, surpassing expectations as she competed in a purple swath of the state that was entirely new to her. But the district, which includes the booming Interstate 95 corridor and more rural areas to the west, remains competitive -- especially without an incumbent.
A national Republican campaign arm signaled earlier this month that it is "all hands on deck" to flip the seat as it looks to maintain a slim majority in the House of Representatives.
Two candidates have formally announced plans to seek the Democratic nomination in June's party primary: Del. Briana Sewell (Prince William) and Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman, a retired Army colonel whose report helped lead to the first impeachment inquiry against former president Donald Trump.
Del. Elizabeth R. Guzman (Prince William) and state Sen. Jeremy S. McPike (Prince William) are also exploring runs. The list of other potential contenders is even longer, including Stafford County Board of Supervisors Chair Pamela Yeung, former delegate and lieutenant governor nominee Hala Ayala, and Prince William County School Board Chairman Babur B. Lateef.
There are at least four candidates who have filed paperwork to seek the Republican nomination: Derrick Anderson, a combat veteran and former Green Beret who came in second in last year's Republican primary; Cameron Hamilton, a Navy SEAL veteran and former Department of Homeland Security official; Marine Corps veteran Jon Myers; and tech entrepreneur Bill Moher.
While some candidates in both primaries have tried to shine a spotlight on some of the partisan gridlock plaguing Capitol Hill, Franklin in an interview pitched herself as a champion for working families with the legislative chops necessary to get things done.
"The 7th Congressional District deserves a leader that can be effective," she said, "and my experience both in Congress and on the board of supervisors allows me to be that individual."
Franklin spent about a decade in Congress working in the offices of Rep. Alma Adams (D-N.C.) and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and as the legislative director for former congressman Al Lawson (D-Fla.).
While in Gillibrand's office, she worked on bills to expand voting rights and crack down on gun trafficking, she said, and led a group for Black Senate staffers. Her campaign announcement Monday included endorsements from both Adams and Lawson as well as fellow Prince William supervisor Victor S. Angry (D-Neabsco).
In 2019, Franklin unseated an incumbent Democrat on the Prince William board and became one of the first African American women on the body overseeing the booming, increasingly diverse county as it flipped from GOP to Democratic control.
Before easily winning reelection this month, she pushed to create a housing assistance program to help low-income families avoid eviction and a centralized government center to fight child abuse.
She is the only local elected official so far in a race that includes opponents with greater name recognition. Vindman, who has already made several appearances on MSNBC amid critiques that he is out of touch with the district, raised over $800,000 in the first 24 hours after launching his campaign, according to a news release.
Franklin said she has always been focused on her constituents and other district residents -- not the other candidates in the race.
"I don't make my decisions based on who's there and who's not there," she said. "I make my decisions based on, 'What are the needs of the community, and can I serve at that level?'"
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Mother fatally shot son then killed herself, Prince George's police say
Police said the mother and son had recently moved to the area from Wisconsin.
By Omari Daniels | 2023-11-27
Police are investigating a murder-suicide that took place Saturday afternoon in the Lanham area, authorities said Monday.
Prince George's County police said in a statement that 50-year-old Natalie Jaeger shot and killed her son, 16-year-old Dorian Jaeger, before killing herself. Both victims' last known address was in Milwaukee, police said.
Police said officers responded Saturday at 2:05 p.m. to the 10400 block of Greenbelt Road for a report of two deceased individuals in a wooded area. Police said that the mother and son had recently arrived in the area after moving from Wisconsin.
Police asked anyone with information relevant to the investigation to call detectives at 301-516-2512, contact Crime Solvers at 866-411-TIPS (8477) or go to pgcrimesolvers.com.
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Man is slain Friday evening in Prince George's
The victim was found outdoors in the 600 block of Audrey Lane. 
By Martin Weil | 2023-11-27
A man was shot and killed Friday evening in Prince George's County, county police said.
The victim, whom police later identified as 45-year-old Darnell Stanley of Temple Hills, was found outdoors in the 600 block of Audrey Lane. Officers went there about 5:15 p.m. after a shooting was reported, according to police. Stanley died at the scene.
Police said they were trying to determine a motive and a suspect.
The site is near Indian Head Highway in a commercial section of the Oxon Hill/Glassmanor area of the county. It is about 1,000 feet south of the boundary between the county and Southeast Washington.
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Man fatally shot in Capitol Heights, police say
Officers responding to a shooting Monday morning in the 1700 block of Kenilworth Avenue found a man outside suffering from gunshot wounds.
By Omari Daniels | 2023-11-27
A man was killed in a shooting Monday morning in Capitol Heights, Prince George's County police said.
Officers responding to a shooting at about 8:30 a.m. in the 1700 block of Kenilworth Avenue found a man outside suffering from multiple gunshot wounds. The man later died at a hospital, police said.
Police said detectives are working to establish a suspect and a motive for the shooting. They asked anyone with information relevant to the investigation to contact Crime Solvers at 866-411-8477.
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Roommates file $16 million suit against police who shot their dog
The owners of a dog that was shot by officers in Prince George's County, Md., and later had to be euthanized, are suing the police.
By Katie Mettler, Clarence Williams | 2023-11-28

Attorney Malcolm Ruff, left, looks toward his clients -- Erica Umana, Erika Erazo Sanchez, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas -- during a news conference. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The Prince George's County Police Department and three of its officers were sued in federal court Monday for $16 million by four roommates who allege the officers illegally entered their apartment without a warrant, used excessive force, and needlessly shot and paralyzed their dog, which later had to be euthanized.
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Maryland, was announced at a news conference Monday afternoon by the roommates -- Erica Umana, Erika Erazo Sanchez, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas. Their attorneys, William "Billy" Murphy and Malcolm Ruff, have previously sued Prince George's police in federal court numerous times for allegations of excessive force, unlawful search and seizure, and false arrest.
But what made this case different, Ruff said, is cellphone video footage from one of the roommates as well as body-camera video footage from the officers, which attorneys played for reporters as the roommates wept.

Erika Erazo Sanchez, Erica Umana, Dayri Amaya Benitez and Brandon Cuevas alleged that Prince George's County police barged into their apartment and grievously wounded their dog. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"It's an ugly situation deserving of every penny we are demanding of the county," Murphy said. "We are here to make known that the Prince George's County Police Department has not yet completed the job of reform. They still do ugly things to citizens."
Murphy called on federal authorities to intervene again in Prince George's, harking back to the 2000s when the Justice Department had the county police under a consent decree.
County officials said they do not comment on pending litigation.
The videos, reviewed by The Washington Post, show police responding to a call of an alleged dog bite at a Landover Hills apartment complex where the roommates lived in June 2021. The dog, a 6-year-old boxer mix named Hennessy, belonged to Umana.
Body-camera video shows the officers attempting to seize the dog -- in contradiction of department rules -- and entering the apartment with no warrant after obtaining a master key from a maintenance worker. When the roommates ask the officers if they have a warrant, one says in the video they don't need one because they have "probable cause."
But that was not true, according to the lawsuit, because no crime had been committed -- by the dog or the dog's owners.

Attorneys Billy Murphy, center, and Malcolm Ruff, left, with their clients. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


"What happened after that was nothing short of utter chaos," Ruff said, "created solely by these brazen, retaliatory and completely unauthorized actions of these disrespectful officers."
Once inside the apartment, the officers pulled guns and Tasers and pointed them at the roommates. Amid the commotion, the dog ran out of a bedroom and past the officers -- seemingly showing no aggression, according to the videos and the attorneys. One officer fired his gun, then another officer fired, and a third shocked the dog with a Taser, according to the video and the roommates' accounts. They screamed and pleaded to be let go as they watched the dog writhe and bleed on their beige carpet.
Again, they asked: Why were the police there without a warrant?
"That's what happens when you don't answer questions," one officer responded.
Late that night, after being detained alongside her roommates for hours in the back of a hot police van, Umana reunited with Hennessy at an animal hospital. Her pet was sedated and paralyzed, so she chose to have her euthanized -- and was charged $800.
The county offered to pay for the medical bills, according to the lawsuit, but only if she promised not to speak out publicly about the home invasion and shooting. Umana said no.
In the two and a half years since the incident, the three officers who were involved have faced discipline internally by the police department but no criminal charges.
An internal affairs investigation found that Cpl. Jason Ball and Officer Joseph Mihanda were accused of "conduct unbecoming an officer," placed on paid administrative duty and brought before an internal trial board, the police department said. Mihanda was found guilty and was disciplined, a department spokesperson said. Ball's case is still pending as the department awaits a discipline recommendation from the trial board, the spokesperson said.
Cpl. Anthony Jackson, who was not initially involved in the incident, was found guilty of a body-camera violation, the department said. He was suspended for two weeks with pay, police said, and has returned to his full duties.
The police department's internal affairs division referred the results of its investigation to the state's attorney's office to determine if the officers committed any crimes. The state's attorney's office declined to prosecute, a spokesperson said.
"After reviewing all of the evidence in this matter a determination was made that actions of the officers didn't generate criminal liability because they were acting in good faith," the office said in a statement to The Post.
But the roommates, their attorneys and a host of supporters who joined them at the news conference -- including representatives from the NAACP Maryland State Conference, the Coalition of Concerned Mothers of Prince George's County, CASA and the American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland -- disagreed with that assessment from prosecutors.
"Without a badge, these officers would be trespassers. Without a badge these officers would be called burglars. Without a badge, these officers would be called assailants," said NaShona Kess, of the Maryland NAACP. "With a badge and without a warrant they are trespassers. With a badge and without a warrant they are burglars and assailants."
Ruff said the officers' conduct was a blatant violation of the roommates' Fourth Amendment rights as well as a violation of the police department's general orders -- the police employee manual. It instructs officers to complete a case record for their supervisor if an animal is dangerous but contained. If an animal poses an immediate threat, officers are supposed to find and contain it "without endangering themselves or the public," then call animal control, according to the protocol.
If officers cannot find the animal, they are to create a case record and give it to the animal management division within 24 hours. Department protocol also says that officers should assist animal control in enforcing animal-related laws only after a warrant has been issued.
The announcement came the same day that jury selection started in the second-degree murder trial of a different Prince George's County police officer, who was charged with fatally shooting a man six times in January 2020 while the man's hands were cuffed behind his back. Murphy and Ruff represented the victim's family in a civil case over that shooting, securing a $20 million settlement from the county -- at the time considered one of the largest police misconduct payouts in history.

Video shows emotional encounter between police and Dayri Amaya in her apartment on June 2, 2021.


The dog shooting case, the attorneys said, is a new data point in a long history of the department's officers using excessive force and abusing their police powers.
"This lawsuit is yet another tragically foreseeable outcome of a failed and biased system of policing in Prince George's County, to which County leadership has continually turned a blind eye," the lawsuit said.
The roommates have been "irreparably damaged," having suffered from post-traumatic stress, panic attacks, medical expenses and legal fees, the attorneys say. "There is no reason under the sun they should have been treated the way the county police treated them," Ruff said.
When reached by phone Monday, Ball said he had not received notice of the lawsuit. A man reached at a number connected with Mihanda declined to comment or identify himself but referred questions to the police department. Jackson could not immediately be reached for comment.
Erazo Sanchez spoke on behalf of her roommates at the news conference and said that night was a "nightmare."
"I held Henny's body, bloody body, while she was dying in my arms while the rest of her family was detained," she said. "I no longer feel safe in the presence of police officers and I will never trust them ever again."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/11/27/prince-georges-police-dog-lawsuit/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Man found dead in vehicle in Alexandria, police say
Police said the man was found in the 4300 block of King Street.
By Omari Daniels | 2023-11-27
A man was found dead in a car in Alexandria on Monday morning, police said.
Police said officers received a call at about 8:13 a.m. for "Trouble Unknown EMS." Police said the man was found in the 4300 block of King Street.
Police said that there were no signs of trauma and that the medical examiner's office would determine the cause and manner of death.
Anyone with information is asked to call the Alexandria Police Department's non-emergency line at 703-746-4444.
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Murder trial begins for Prince George's officer charged with killing man
In 2020, Prince George's police Cpl. Michael Owen Jr. was charged with shooting William Green during a traffic stop. Nearly four years later, his trial begins.
By Katie Mettler, Steve Thompson | 2023-11-28

The family of William Green during a news conference in September 2020 announcing a $20 million settlement in his fatal shooting. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Nearly four years after 43-year-old William Green was fatally shot while handcuffed behind his back, the second-degree murder trial for the Prince George's County police officer charged with pulling the trigger began Monday.
The officer, Cpl. Michael Owen Jr., has been jailed since the fatal shooting in January 2020, when police say he shot Green six times as the man sat in the front seat of his police cruiser. Owen's own department arrested him less than 24 hours later, the first time a county officer had been charged with murder in connection with actions taken while on duty.
Jury selection started in Prince George's County Circuit Court on Monday morning for the case, which has ignited calls for police reform in the majority-Black Washington-area suburb in Maryland, where the police department has long had a fraught history of excessive force and misconduct.
Since Green was killed on Jan. 27, 2020, his family has won a $20 million settlement from county officials and upended a potential plea deal for Owen earlier this year after publicly expressing their disapproval because they wanted the details of the case to be exposed in court.
Before the fatal shooting, Owen had been accused of using excessive force and had sought workers' compensation for psychological difficulties stemming from a fatal shooting earlier in his career, information that should have been reported to supervisors or triggered intervention through the police department's early-warning system. But that did not happen.
Green, of Southeast Washington, was a father of two and a Megabus luggage loader whom family called "Boo Boo." On the night he was killed, police received a 911 call about a man driving a Buick that had struck several vehicles. Authorities eventually found the car in Temple Hills, Md. Green was asleep inside.
Owen removed Green from the car, cuffed his hands behind his back and placed him in the front seat of a police cruiser to wait for a drug recognition expert, according to police records and interviews. A few minutes later, authorities said, Owen shot at Green seven times, with six shots hitting the man. The wounds, Green's family said, were on both sides of his torso.
Owen was not wearing a police-issued body camera at the time of the shooting. The officer told authorities that Green reached for his firearm and that he feared for his life. Thomas Mooney, Owen's attorney, has said in the past that authorities pressed the second-degree murder charge after a "rushed" investigation.
But prosecutors have said there is no evidence that Green posed a serious threat.
The case became a turning point for police reform in Prince George's County but never captured the nation's attention in the same way that the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police did in the summer of 2020, sparking widespread racial-justice protests.
For Green's family, the reason is simple: The officer who killed Floyd is White. The officer who killed Green is Black.
Still, local police accountability advocates worked with Green's family and Baltimore-based civil rights attorneys William "Billy" Murphy and Malcolm Ruff to push Prince George's police to reform their systems. The county paid Green's family a $20 million settlement after they filed a federal wrongful-death lawsuit, believed at the time to be among the nation's largest one-time settlements involving someone killed by law enforcement. (Floyd's family was later awarded $27 million from the city of Minneapolis.)
During the news conference announcing the Green family's settlement in late 2020, County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) said officials were "accepting responsibility" for the mistakes that led to Green's death. She created a police reform working group and vowed to advocate police reform measures at the state level.
"Police are given by this community an awesome and tremendously difficult responsibility of protecting life," Alsobrooks said at the time. "They are also likewise given an authority that is not shared by anyone else in this community, and that is the authority to take life. ... When that trust is abused, it is necessary to take swift and decisive action."
It has taken prosecutors nearly four years to bring their case before a judge. The trial was first delayed by the coronavirus pandemic, but even after the courts in Maryland reopened and criminal trials resumed, delays continued. The trial was scheduled for March 2021, then rescheduled to March 2022, then pushed again to February.
Just days before the trial was scheduled to begin, though, prosecutors offered Owen a plea deal that would have reduced the officer's charges from second-degree murder to voluntary manslaughter and dramatically cut back a potential punishment, The Washington Post reported. Green's family had met with prosecutors on the anniversary of the date Owen was first charged to discuss the plea offer and expressed concern that the deal could have made the officer eligible for parole within a few years.
Prosecutors made the offer, according to court records, and Owen accepted.
Plea deals, which are common in courthouses nationwide, are not final until a judge accepts them, and the details rarely become public before they are discussed in open court. But Green's family went public with their disapproval -- and Judge Michael Pearson threw out the deal days later, telling prosecutors in court that they had "dropped the ball" in the case.
He delayed the case a final time because neither the prosecution nor the defense was prepared to go to trial.
Ahead of the shooting, the department missed opportunities to steer a struggling and errant officer back on course, a Post investigation in 2020 found.
Owen had triggered the agency's early-warning system by using force twice in quick succession the previous summer. But it took months for the system, which relied on information being compiled by hand and entered into a database, to create the flag, police officials said. Owen's supervisors weren't formally notified until the month he killed Green, and they had not taken action.
In two other 2019 incidents, videos showed Owen with his hands on the necks of people he arrested. One of those incidents came less than a month before Green's death.
Other Prince George's residents who encountered Owen over the years also had accused him of brutality and a lack of professionalism. Several who were arrested by Owen, and accused of aggressive behavior toward him, had charges dropped because the officer did not show up for court proceedings -- another sign of trouble.
Experts who spoke to The  Post said the sluggish pace of the early-warning system jeopardized both officers and civilians like Green. Former Prince George's County police chief Hank Stawinski -- who ordered Owen arrested after the shooting -- told The Post that he understood that the system was too slow and had been working to upgrade it.
Owen's supervisors also were unaware that he had sought workers' compensation for psychological difficulties stemming from a fatal shooting early in his career, department officials said, even though Owen was supposed to notify them. This meant that while some parts of the county bureaucracy were aware of the claim, Owen's supervisors -- according to the department -- were not.
Opening statements in the trial are expected to start Tuesday.
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Seven Montgomery schools are named after enslavers. That could change.
Parents from Magruder High School in Derwood filed a petition to rename their school after learning Col. Zadok Magruder enslaved 26 people.
By Nicole Asbury | 2023-11-27

Col. Zadok Magruder High School in Derwood, Md. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


On the 1790 Census, Col. Zadok Magruder reported he had 26 people enslaved on his property. Now, about 200 years after his death, Montgomery County Public Schools could change the name of the high school named after him when it opened in 1970.
A petition filed in February by people in the Magruder High School community says the school's namesake "does not meet the acceptable criteria for a school name" and cites Magruder's history as an enslaver.
The unwanted legacies of slavery and racism live on in the names of schools across the country. Several schools across the Washington region have shed namesakes in recent years. In 2021, the D.C. Council voted to rename Woodrow Wilson High School in Northwest Washington as Jackson-Reed High School. Several residents sought to change its name because of Wilson's discriminatory policies that led to the displacement of several Black residents in the city. In October, the Fairfax County School Board in Virginia voted to begin the process of renaming W.T. Woodson High School, which is named after an early schools superintendent who opposed school desegregation.
And the Montgomery school system has done it before too. In 2019, community members and the county council president called for Col. E. Brooke Lee Middle School in Silver Spring to be renamed. Lee was large-scale developer and skilled politician who attached his properties to racially restrictive covenants that limited who could live there. The school was later renamed Odessa-Shannon Middle School, in recognition of the first Black woman to be elected to the school board.
After it received the request about Magruder, the county school system sent a survey to several families and alumni asking whether the name should change. It hired the consulting group Coaction Collective to run six virtual and in-person forums in which people shared their perspectives of the school's name. Those sessions ended earlier in November. A report is expected to be delivered to the school board before the winter holiday season.
Born in 1729, Magruder became an influential figure during the American Revolution, according to a report from Montgomery History. He was a part of the group who wrote a 1774 proclamation called the Hungerford Resolves in support of Boston when the British cut off the city's port after the Boston Tea Party.
"It was quite early revolutionary sentiment," said Ralph Buglass, a volunteer researcher for Montgomery History and the writer of the Montgomery History report.
Magruder went on to serve as a colonel in the Maryland militia during the Revolution. When Montgomery County was formed in 1776, Magruder organized its government with six others. He is considered a founding father of the county.
Like other influential county colonial figures, Magruder was an enslaver. When he was about 20 years old, he inherited 600 acres of land and "one Negro man and one Negro boy," according to Buglass' report. The 1790 Census is the last known census where Magruder reports he enslaved 26 people before he died in 1811, Buglass said. Only 25 other county residents had as many or more people enslaved.
"The vast majority of the holdings were one or two people," Buglass said in an interview. "When we're talking about Magruder owning 26 ... those were exceptions."
Buglass added that at its height, about four in 10 of the county's population were enslaved.
Magruder's family home -- called "The Ridge" -- is located on Muncaster Road about 3 miles north of where the Derwood high school stands today. It is the only school in the United States to be named after Zadok Magruder, according to the National Center for Education Statistics. (Magruder Elementary in Williamsburg, Va., is named after the Civil War Confederate General John Bankhead Magruder.)
Derwood is a diverse community. At Magruder High School, the student body is 42 percent Hispanic/Latino, 21 percent White and 18 percent Black.
Montgomery school officials began reviewing all of their current school names to see if they were "appropriate candidates for school facilities" in 2019, while facing pressure to rename Lee Middle School, according to a memorandum from the school board.
A report by a committee of school system staff, Montgomery County historians and student researchers from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County found six schools were named after enslavers: Magruder, Thomas S. Wootton and Richard Montgomery high schools in Rockville, Montgomery Blair High and Francis Scott Key Middle schools in Silver Spring, and John Poole Middle School in Poolesville. Buglass has since identified one other school, Julius West Middle School in Rockville -- making the total seven. The other six school communities haven't started a name change process.
Mark Simonson, who is White and a parent of a junior at Magruder High, learned about Magruder's history for the first time during an October 2022 Zoom session hosted by the school system. The session was scheduled to educate parents about the renaming process. Simonson recalled listening to Buglass speak and show the 1790 Census.
"It was just one of those things that really resonated with me," Simonson, 60, said. "The name is now synonymous to me as someone who enslaves others ... I thought, 'I would like to pursue things to where Magruder High School is renamed as soon as possible.'"
Simonson worked with other parents to collect signatures for a petition to the board of education. He couldn't recall the exact number of people who signed, but estimated it was "a couple hundred." There is some opposition to a name change, Simonson said, but attempts to reach objectors were unsuccessful.
Magruder is the only school to initiate the renaming process, said Frances Frost, an assistant to the associate superintendent for well-being, learning and achievement. Since the process began, there's been "opinions from all across the board on how and whether to do this," she said.
Some are adamant the school name needs to change, she continued. Others want to leave it alone because it's a part of the county's history. And there's another group who are OK with a name change on the condition that it still starts with the letter "M."
The report to the school board will share the results from the survey and listening sessions, Frost said. It will also include estimates for costs on a school renaming. It won't include suggested new names.
The board of education has sole authority on whether it should drop the school's name. If it chooses to do so, that would start a separate process to find a new name.
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Virginia localities sue pharmaceutical giants over insulin costs
Alexandria, Arlington County and Henrico County allege that three pharmaceutical giants have conspired with benefits managers to drive up insulin prices.
By Salvador Rizzo | 2023-11-27

A diabetes patient displays an Eli Lilly insulin medication. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images) 


Three local governments in Virginia are suing pharmaceutical giants Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and Sanofi Aventis, alleging in federal court that the drugmakers have conspired for years with middleman companies known as pharmacy benefit managers to hike the price of insulin by hundreds of dollars.
In nearly identical lawsuits filed this month, an attorney representing the city of Alexandria and Arlington and Henrico counties argued that thousands of Virginians who need insulin to keep their diabetes in check have been harmed by "artificial" price hikes engineered by the three pharmaceutical giants and pharmacy benefit managers CVS Caremark, Express Scripts and OptumRx, which have significant market power that gives them influence in setting prices for prescription medications.
According to the lawsuits, the cost of producing a vial of insulin has decreased in the last two decades and is currently about $2, but the price for consumers has soared -- from about $20 in the 1990s to a current range of $300 to $700.
"Little about these medications has changed over the past 100 years; today's $350 insulin is essentially the same product the manufacturers sold for $20 in the 1990s," lawyer William E. Spivey said in the lawsuits, filed in U.S. District Court in Alexandria and Richmond.
The lawsuits cite a bipartisan investigation into insulin pricing by the Senate Finance Committee, which said in a 2021 report that some U.S. consumers traveled to Canada to resupply or rationed their insulin because of affordability concerns. The prices for Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and Sanofi Aventis insulins were "affected not only by their competitors' pricing decisions, but also by their perceived need to offer large rebates, discounts, and other fees to [pharmacy benefit managers] such as CVS Caremark, OptumRx, Express Scripts, and other payers," according to the report.
All six companies are named as defendants in the lawsuits.
Other states and counties across the country, including California, Kansas, Minnesota and Mississippi, have filed similar legal complaints over insulin prices. A federal judge in New Jersey is overseeing a case combining more than a dozen such lawsuits by states and local governments.
A spokeswoman for the city of Alexandria pointed to a 2022 Yale University study that found that 14 percent of U.S. insulin consumers spent at least 40 percent of the income they had left over after food and housing costs on the medication.
"Insulin is a necessary, life-saving medication for treatment, but its prices have skyrocketed over the past 20 years," the spokeswoman, Ebony Fleming, said in a statement. "The City of Alexandria is determined to protect its residents and taxpayers from corporations' deceptive and fraudulent practices targeting victims who rely on this life-saving medication."
A spokesman for Henrico County declined to comment, and a spokesman for Arlington County did not respond to a request for comment. The lawsuits each seek unspecified monetary damages to be determined at a potential trial.
The insulin manufacturers pointed to recent price reductions spurred in part by lawmakers and President Biden, whose Inflation Reduction Act last year capped insulin prices at $35 for nearly 4 million seniors on Medicare. Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and Sanofi Aventis all announced plans this year to cap out-of-pocket costs for insulin at $35 or less.
"Novo Nordisk believes that the allegations in the lawsuit are without merit, and we intend to vigorously defend against these claims," a spokesperson for the company said. "While we will not comment further about ongoing litigation, we recognize that not all patient situations are the same and we have a number of different insulin affordability offerings available." About 63,000 U.S. patients received free insulin from Novo Nordisk in 2022, according to the company.
About 11 percent of the U.S. population has diabetes. Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and Sanofi Aventis control 90 percent of the world's insulin supply, while CVS Caremark, Express Scripts and OptumRx manage about 80 percent of the U.S. insulin market. The Virginia lawsuits characterize the six companies as an "oligopoly," or a market controlled by a small number of participants, the same term used by California Attorney General Rob Bonta (D) in a similar lawsuit filed in January in that state's courts.
"While we will not comment on the specifics of the allegations, Sanofi's pricing practices have always complied with the law and the company is committed to helping patients access the medicine they need at the lowest possible price," a Sanofi spokesperson said in response to the Virginia lawsuits. According to the company, market forces outside its control have stumped consumers' ability to benefit from lower net prices.
"Under the current system, fees and savings negotiated by health insurance companies and [pharmacy benefit managers] through rebates are not consistently passed through to patients in the form of lower co-pays or coinsurance," the Sanofi spokesperson said. "As a result, patients' out-of-pocket costs continue to rise while -- between 2012 and 2022 -- the average net price of our insulins declined by 58%."
Mark Pifko, an attorney for Alexandria, Arlington and Henrico, said the swift price reductions announced by the insulin makers this year -- which he called a "nice gesture" -- were an indication that prices had been manipulated previously. But he added that "it doesn't fix the problem in the past" and that drugmakers should further reduce insulin prices.
"These allegations are baseless and should be dismissed, just like cases brought by other local governments have been," Eli Lilly spokeswoman Antoinette Forbes said in a statement. "Lilly was the first and still only company to cap what people pay at $35 per month for all of our insulins, and the average monthly out-of-pocket cost for Lilly insulin is even lower, $20.48."
A spokesman for CVS Caremark, Phillip Blando, said insulin manufacturers are in charge of setting prices for their medications: "Pharmaceutical companies alone are responsible for the prices they set in the marketplace for the products they manufacture. Nothing in our agreements prevents drug manufacturers from lowering the prices of their insulin products, and we would welcome such an action."
He added: "Allegations that we play any role in determining the prices charged by manufacturers for their products are false, and we intend to vigorously defend against this baseless suit."
A similar lawsuit filed by Harris County, Tex., was dismissed last year by a federal judge in that state. In a separate case, Eli Lilly has proposed a $13.5 million payment to settle a class-action suit brought by insulin patients who alleged they were overcharged, but several state attorneys general are opposed to the terms of that settlement because, they argue, it would prevent them from suing separately on behalf of their citizens.
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Microplastics were found in D.C. rivers. Researchers want to find why.
Researchers who found microplastics in the Anacostia and Potomac rivers received funding to expand their study.
By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2023-11-27

Rowers in the Anacostia River in Washington in June 2021. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


At the Anacostia Park boat ramp in Southeast Washington on a recent fall morning, the waterfront's beauty was on full display. The sun glinted off the Anacostia River as a freight train rolled by. Boats bobbed in choppy water at a nearby boathouse as an unseasonably warm breeze swirled around Nationals Park. Ducks quacked.
The water itself was less lovely. Bits of trash collected beside the boat ramp, caught in an eddy. Though water-quality studies have shown the Anacostia may soon be swimmable, a plastic hang tab floating by -- the kind that might be attached to a product on a convenience store rack -- was a reminder that the river isn't pristine yet.
Some pollution was invisible to the naked eye, but with $90,000 in new grant money, a team of researchers was on hand to find it. The researchers weren't looking for garbage bags or discarded bottles but hidden microplastics embedded in river sediment.
Peering at a handful of muck dredged from the river bottom using a petite ponar dredge -- a metal tool not unlike those in truck-stop claw machines -- Barbara Balestra, a lecturer in American University's department of environmental science, said the sediment would be taken to a lab and scoured for microplastics that are almost certainly there.

American University researchers Balestra and Stephen MacAvoy study sediment dredged from Anacostia River. (Justin Wm. Moyer/The Washington Post)


"I live here," she said. "It's important to try to see if we can make a better environment."
The new funding supports efforts by researchers from American University and Georgetown University to sample water and sediment at sites in the Anacostia and Potomac rivers. It comes after a study of an Anacostia River tributary in Northeast Washington published this summer found microplastics in its water and sediment.
Researchers said their findings should inform policymakers seeking to ensure the river remains clean as it fails water-quality assessments amid efforts to address decades of pollution.

Researchers have received funding to sample river water and sediment for microplastics at these five sites in the Potomac and Anacostia rivers. (Courtesy of American University and Georgetown University) 


To search for microplastics, the study's authors collected samples from eight spots along Nash Run, an Anacostia tributary with headwaters in Prince George's County that runs east through Northeast Washington. They found concentrations in the water as high as 127 particles per liter and in sediment as high as 4 particles per gram, according to the study, which was published in the scientific journal Water, Air, and Soil Pollution.
Though scientists say it's not clear yet what concentrations of microplastics are considered dangerous, the study said that identifying the source of these pollutants in the Anacostia watershed may help to improve waste management strategies. It is very difficult to remove microplastics, which are smaller than 5 millimeters, from water even with filtration systems, Balestra said.
Stephen MacAvoy, an associate professor of environmental science at American University and a co-author of the study, was on hand at the dock helping deploy the researchers' petite ponar dredge. He said it is important to document how the Anacostia is changing -- or isn't. The District has built a massive set of underground tunnels to direct sewage overflow toward a waste treatment plant in an effort to improve the river's health. Now, scientists will find out if it works.
MacAvoy was optimistic. He remembered a time when researchers would routinely find naphthalene, a pesticide used in mothballs that can cause liver damage, in the river. But sampling on the recent Friday outing turned up snails and mussels. While nothing from the Anacostia should be eaten, the presence of these animals is a good sign.
"There used to be more trash in the river," he said. "I would say the river is getting cleaner."

Jonathan Craig, an American University master's student, and Balestra sample water at the Anacostia Park boat ramp. (Justin Wm. Moyer/The Washington Post)


However, the study comes amid other bad news for the Anacostia River. In September, the Anacostia Watershed Society, a nonprofit that issues a "state of the river report card" each year, announced the river received a failing grade for the third time in six years. The report card cited bacteria from human waste and a loss of aquatic vegetation, among other concerns.
"Though this year's failing grade is a setback, long-term trends going back 30 years still point to slowly and steadily improving water quality and ecosystem health," the nonprofit said in a statement. "In our assessment, the goal of swimmable and fishable by 2025 remains within reach."
Last month, Pepco said it would pay $57 million to the District to remediate pollution after discharging toxic chemicals into the river for decades. The utility said the settlement was believed to be the largest in its history.
The threat of microplastics to D.C. drinking water is not clear. Balestra said it is important to study microplastics because their effects on ecosystem function and humans aren't fully understood.
Dick Vethaak, a biologist not involved in the D.C. study who studies microplastics at the University of Utrecht in the Netherlands, said microplastics have been found around the world in oceans, drinking water reservoirs, groundwater, urban waterways and soil. Humans can be exposed to them by drinking contaminated water, eating contaminated food, or through inhalation or dust ingestion, he said. They are even in the air and clouds.
"People are constantly breathing, eating, and drinking microplastics," Vethaak wrote in an email.
The health risks of such exposure are still being studied, according to Vethaak. Studies have found them in human blood, liver, placenta, and several other organs and body fluids, he said, and evidence shows they can negatively impact the immune, nervous and reproductive systems.
"We (scientists) are still struggling to analyze microplastics," Vethaak said. "We are still far from knowing the doses in our bodies and understanding the underlying mechanisms of how they can contribute to chronic diseases."
Paul Anastas, a Yale University chemistry professor who also was not involved in the D.C. research, said companies should stop making plastics, as recycling only captures a fraction of plastic waste.
"People shouldn't pretend that the illusion of recycling that's been promoted will work, when after 50 years of putting this burden on individuals and small towns we've achieved 9% recycling at most," Anastas, who is also director of the Center for Green Chemistry and Green Engineering at Yale, wrote in an email. "Instead, plastic companies should stop making the problem plastics and adopt the green chemistry solutions. They can make even larger profits by solving the problem than they can by manufacturing it."
Determining the source of D.C. pollution will require more study. MacAvoy said that the Anacostia's headwaters are in Maryland, where District officials have no control over pollution. Meanwhile, researchers found that most of the Anacostia's microplastics were made of high-density polyethylene, a chemical commonly found in household products such as shampoo bottles and soap dispensers.
If these products end up in the river, consumers can act even when legislators won't, said Balestra, who tries to limit her use of plastic utensils, cups and straws.
"I'm trying to use as little plastic as possible in my life," she said. "This is what I would hope a lot of other people would do. This is what I'm teaching my daughter to do."
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D.C.-area forecast: A winter chill for November's waning days
Highs only reach the low 40s Tuesday and Wednesday.
By Jason Samenow | 2023-11-27

A pretty November sky in Loudoun County. (chasingmailboxes)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
5/10: A bright day with a bracing chill.
The last several days of November are chillier than the norm and feature the chilliest weather since March. But December looks to begin with warmer-than-average temperatures as highs rebound into the 50s. The weather pattern looks like a dry one until a chance of rain Friday and perhaps at times over the weekend.
Today (Monday): In the wake of a cold front that swept through overnight, we'll have increasing sunshine and breeziness. Highs range from the mid-40s to around 50, but dress for the 40s given winds from the northwest at 10 to 20 mph with some gusts of 25 to 30 mph. Confidence: High
Tonight: It's a mostly clear, but wintry night. Lows range through the 20s but it feels like the teens at times because of winds from the northwest at 10 to 15 mph. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Tuesday): As low pressure wraps up in eastern Canada, it circulates cold air from the northwest through the Mid-Atlantic. Despite partly to mostly sunny skies, our colder areas see highs only in the mid-to-upper 30s with low 40s in the District. It's not totally out of the question we see a morning snow flurry, mainly west and northwest of the Beltway. Wind chills hover in the 20s and 30s for much of the day with blustery breezes from the northwest at 15 to 25 mph, sometimes gusting over 30 mph. Dress for midwinter; this day will feel like it. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: The coldest day of the season is followed by the coldest night. Under clear skies, lows dip into the mid-20s downtown with mid-to-upper teens in our colder suburbs. Wind chills dip into the teens areawide. Confidence: High
A midwinter chill continues Wednesday, with highs only 40 to 45 amid sunny skies but winds ease a bit (breezes from the west and southwest are around 10 mph) so it's more comfortable than Tuesday. It's still quite cold Wednesday night as lows range from the mid-20s (in our colder areas) to the low 30s (downtown). By Thursday, light winds from the south and southwest and partly to mostly sunny skies boost highs to 50 to 55 degrees. Not as cold Thursday night with lows ranging through the 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
December begins on the mild side with highs in the 50s on Friday; we see an increase in clouds as a storm system approaches from the west. However, it's projected to pass far enough to our north so that any afternoon or evening rain showers are probably on the light side. Skies should gradually clear out late Friday night with lows near 40. Confidence: Medium
The weekend is a bit of a wild card as a storm system starts to organize to the south. It will probably try to lift north, bringing considerable cloud cover and perhaps some rain. The timing of any rain is still quite uncertain, but we lean more toward Sunday than Saturday, which -- right now -- looks like it has a better chance to stay dry. Winds mostly from the south keep us mild over the weekend, with highs in the 50s and lows in the 40s. Confidence: Low-Medium
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Not only was Sunday rainy and misty, but it was also foggy
Although light, the rain probably served a purpose in a dry year in the Washington region
By Martin Weil | 2023-11-27
In its obvious gloom, Sunday in Washington also demonstrated atmospheric versatility, as mist misted, fog formed and rain fell, sometimes all at once.
Although light, the rain probably served a purpose in a dry year in the Washington region. As of 7 p.m. it totaled about a sixth of an inch, often falling so softly it seemed almost possible to count the drops.
Individual drops, almost too light to feel, glistened and sparkled as they settled on sleeves.
Some droplets seemed to loiter in the air, to be depicted as mist. And fog formation may have been no surprise in a city with a neighborhood called Foggy Bottom.
In light winds, the moisture draped a curtain across the horizon. About 6 p.m., visibility at Reagan National Airport was 1.75 miles, less than one-fifth of normal.
It was unclear whether it would shroud views of the night's full moon, which this year in deference to the practice of naming them could be called the post-Thanksgiving moon.
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Her last puppy died in the D.C. day care flood. Her new one just got stolen.
Teffiney Worthy had heard about a rash of dognappings in D.C., crimes that had targeted French bulldogs like hers. She planned what she would do if it happened to her. Then, on Saturday, it did. 
By William Wan | 2023-11-27

Hendrix, a 6-month-old French bulldog puppy, was stolen Saturday. (Courtesy of Teffiney Worthy)


Teffiney Worthy was trying to unlock the door to her apartment in Northeast Washington on Saturday afternoon when a man ran up, his face covered by a black ski mask.
"Give me your dog, or I'm going to kill you," he yelled.
She said she could tell from his voice he was young -- maybe a teenager -- but he spoke the words menacingly. She saw in his hand what appeared to be a Taser.
She looked down at her puppy, a 6-month-old French bulldog named Hendrix.
Worthy had just gotten Hendrix in September. He had eased Worthy's grief after her first French bulldog was one of 10 dogs that had died in a flood at a D.C. doggy day care that summer. Some days, she'd sob at the thought of how her previous puppy had drowned. Hendrix, with his soft white coat and brown spots, would lay his head on her lap and nuzzle her.
Worthy had heard about a rash of increasingly brazen dognappings in D.C., crimes that had particularly targeted valuable French bulldogs like hers: three taken in Southeast the week before, two stolen in Southwest in July, all at gunpoint. Last week, while walking Hendrix with a relative, they had even talked about what to do if that ever happened to her. Just give them the dog, her relative had urged her.
But on Saturday -- as she faced the masked young man -- following through with it was more heart-wrenching than she'd imagined.
"You think, 'This is what I'll do. This is how I'll react,'" said Worthy, an elementary school teacher with D.C. Public Schools. "But you can't prepare for something like that. It happened so quick."
As the man held out his hand, Worthy handed him the leash to her puppy. She wondered whether she'd ever see Hendrix again.
Her assailant scooped her dog up. And as he ran into a black car waiting at the curb, Worthy said, the young man let out a laugh, almost a giggle.
The last glimpse she caught of her puppy, disappearing behind the black door of the sedan, was his face. Hendrix looked worried, confused.
The alleged dognapping, first reported by NBC4, reopened deep wounds for Worthy. In August, she had left her previous puppy -- named Memphis, the same breed of red pied French bulldog -- at a doggy day care named District Dogs in Northeast. Worthy wanted to splurge on him and give him somewhere he'd have people and other dogs to play with while she was out of town.
On Aug. 14, as she was just arriving back in D.C., she saw posts on Instagram about rain flooding the day care. She was rushing in her car to the day care when she got a call telling her Memphis had died. He was just a day shy of turning 1.
The drowning of Worthy's puppy and nine other dogs at the day care sparked outrage, after it emerged that the business had flooded a year earlier, too, and that city officials had acknowledged it sat in a flood-prone area.
"It was devastating for all of us," said Colleen Costello, an advisory neighborhood commissioner in Northeast whose dog, Maple, also died in the flood. "We bonded and tried to help each other through the tragedy."

Teffiney Worthy sits with her French bulldog Memphis, who was killed in the District Dogs flash flood in August. Hendrix helped her in her grief, she said. (Courtesy of Teffiney Worthy)


Some owners, still grieving, haven't gotten a new dog, Costello said. For Worthy, Hendrix was a light that guided her out of that grief. He was a birthday gift -- a 15-week-old furball of energy that arrived a month after the flood. They slept every night next to each other.
He had his mischievous moments, too: scratching up her glasses, chewing on her scarves. On Saturday morning, hours before he was stolen, Worthy had returned home from the gym to find Hendrix had urinated all over the floor.
"I told him, 'No!'" Worthy said. "I tried to ignore him for a second. But I couldn't stick to it. I have trouble staying mad at him too long."
D.C. police said they don't keep statistics on dognappings. Most departments simply lump them in with other robberies. But just last month, Worthy's friend who lives about 10 minutes away was attacked by a man demanding her dog, Max. When her friend hesitated, the suspect hit her with his gun, sending her to the emergency room for stitches. Because of such stories, Worthy started changing up her routine, often taking random routes for Hendrix's walks.
When she took Hendrix out Saturday afternoon, she said, she noticed a young man with a black ski mask on paying for gas at the station across the street. She worried for a second, she recalled, but chalked his mask up to Thanksgiving weekend's suddenly cold weather. Then he crossed the street and walked up to her door, a moment captured by her apartment building's security camera.
That he appeared to be a teenager was especially troubling to Worthy. As a special-education teacher, she deals with children who are especially struggling. "I'm trying to decipher it," she said. "I know this isn't all youth. I keep telling myself: 'This is just one person.'"
D.C. police said Sunday that detectives were trying to identify the robber, whom they described as a 5-foot-5 man with a slim build, wearing "a black coat, light denim jeans and colorful shoes." A police report on the incident described the robber getting into a black Nissan with tinted windows and paper tags. That car was accompanied by an apparent accomplice driving a black Infiniti with paper tags.
At home in her apartment Sunday morning, Worthy sobbed as she recalled the moment she handed Hendrix's leash over.
"Maybe I should have fought back," she said. "Maybe I should've been carrying mace. Maybe if I'd done more, it would have been different."
Costello and other owners who lost their dogs in the day-care flood banded together Sunday to post fliers for Hendrix in surrounding D.C. neighborhoods and call-outs online. Worthy has been crowdsourcing funds for reward money and a private investigator, and she's talking to friends and other victims of dognappings she has connected with.
The one piece of advice she's found comforting is that some owners are able to recover their dogs, either through a reward or shoe-leather canvassing.
But, for now, all that remains of Hendrix in her apartment is the now-empty spot in Worthy's bed and his toys.
"His favorite one was a little brown chipmunk. It squeaked when he chewed it," she said. "He loved that thing so much."
Jennifer Jenkins contributed to this report.
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34-year-old man fatally shot in Northeast Washington
Police said the shooting occurred in the 1700 block of Benning Road NE.
By Dan Morse | 2023-11-26

(iStock)


A 34-year-old shooting victim who showed up at a D.C. fire station Saturday night later died of his injuries, police said Sunday.
Just after 9 p.m. Saturday, officers received a call that the man had come to the D.C. fire station, in the 1300 block of Florida Avenue NE, where he was initially treated. The victim, Daniel Lamont Adams, was taken to a hospital in grave condition, officials said. Adams was pronounced dead there at 1:37 a.m. Sunday, according to a police report.
Police learned that the shooting had occurred in the 1700 block of Benning Road NE, several blocks from the fire station.
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PM Update: A damp Sunday evening, then a breezy, sunny Monday
The D.C. area will see a drizzle or light rain through about midnight, especially along and east of I-95, while Monday will turn sunny and blustery.
By A. Camden Walker | 2023-11-26
Has it turned a tad raw where you are? Waves of drizzle, showers and light rain have solidified on radar this afternoon. If you're going out, consider keeping a small umbrella on hand through about midnight, especially if you live along or east of Interstate 95. Tomorrow looks nice and sunny, but be aware we may have a northwesterly wind gusting to about 30 mph.

Holiday decorations on the Wharf in D.C. on Saturday. (Jeannie In D.C./www.CWG.news/Photos Flickr) 


Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Occasional drizzle, showers and very light rain will dampen the evening. Some spots could see a tenth of an inch of rain, perhaps a little more, falling through about midnight. Rain chances should dwindle quickly during the early-morning hours as skies partially clear. Low temperatures will be in the mid-30s to near 40 degrees.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Monday): Increased sunshine will be accompanied by stronger breezes from the west and northwest. We could see a few gusts as high as about 30 mph. High temperatures will be in the mid-40s to around 50 degrees, but may feel up to 10 degrees colder during those momentary gusts. Skies will stay mostly clear into the early-morning hours of Tuesday, when westerly wind gusts will slowly dip under 15 mph. Low temperatures will bottom out within a few degrees of 25. If you have been craving a harder freeze, this is your night!
See Dan Stillman's forecast that runs through midweek. We'll chat with you next week on YouTube, Facebook and X! Our Sunday Sunset Live Q&A will take a holiday break tonight.
This may be the last tropical briefing of the season, as activity appears unlikely through the official end of tropical Atlantic hurricane season on Thursday. Here's the seven-day assessment from the National Hurricane Center, showing no activity expected:

No tropical development is expected in the Atlantic over the next week. The annual hurricane season ends Nov. 30. (NHC.gov) 


Tropical development is rare but not unheard of in December, but this looks unlikely at least into early next month. The Global Tropics Hazards Outlook, from NOAA's Climate Prediction Center, highlights tropical activity in the Eastern Hemisphere rather than our part of the world:

Global tropical development potential over the next two weeks. (Climate Prediction Center) 


With fairly tranquil weather this week and many of us (like me) on holiday-related travel, I'll aim to take your questions and comments next Sunday at 4:46 p.m. on all of our social media channels. Be sure to come chat with me then on our next Sunday Sunset Live Q&A.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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A renewed push to change how vacancies are filled in Md. legislature   
Common Cause Maryland says 1 in 4 current state lawmakers were originally appointed in a process the group says is undemocratic. 
By Ovetta Wiggins | 2023-11-26

A voter casts his ballot during a 2020 primary election at the William R. Talley Recreation Center in Frederick, Md. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


Nearly half of the state lawmakers from Maryland's largest county and about 1 in 4 statewide were not originally elected to their seats. Instead, they were appointed, sent to Annapolis by a handful of local party officials, according to a recent analysis from Common Cause Maryland, a nonpartisan organization that advocates for fair elections.
And, with nine vacancies filled through appointments in the Maryland General Assembly this year and a 10th in the works, election advocates are renewing a push to change a process that they say concentrates power into the hands of people on elected but politically-connected local panels.
That power should be in the hands of the voters, they say, and they are pushing for legislation that would send that question to voters in a referendum next November. Some lawmakers, including Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City), support those efforts.
Ferguson predicted there would be "real conversation" during the 2024 legislative session about changing the process, with an eye toward making it more democratic.
"People are talking about it, a lot," said Ferguson, who has supported past legislative efforts and expressed a desire in a recent interview to see the process changed.
In Maryland, vacancies in the General Assembly are filled by locally elected party central committees, which forward a candidate's name to the governor for final approval. Stand-ins, who must belong to the same party as the person they are replacing, then fill out the remainder of that person's four-year term.
"The General Assembly can't continue to allow a handful of individuals to speak on behalf of thousands of voters," Joanne Antoine, executive director of Common Cause Maryland, said of the process.
About half of states across the country fill vacancies with special elections, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures -- a process that is more costly and complex. Conversations about the appointment process also are underway in Colorado, where a committee makes a selection.
While some detractors view the current process as antidemocratic, even they acknowledge that it has helped to increase diversity in the General Assembly. Among the Black lawmakers who were originally appointed to their current seats are House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones (D-Baltimore County), House Majority Whip Jazz Lewis (D-Prince George's), and Senate Judicial Proceedings Chairman William C. Smith Jr. (D-Montgomery). Smith was elected to the House of Delegates but appointed to fill a seat vacated by former senator Jamie Raskin.
Still, Common Cause Maryland and Maryland PIRG say there should be special elections called to fill legislative vacancies, which is what happens in Maryland if there is an unexpected vacancy in the office of the comptroller, the attorney general or the U.S. Senate.
"The current system is undemocratic; if anything, it is self-serving for political insiders," Liza Smith, who serves on the 14th District Democratic Central Committee in Montgomery County, said in a statement. "When [such a large percentage] of the county legislative delegation has been appointed by a vote of 13 people on a party central committee, it is time to institute special elections to allow the people to vote to fill legislative vacancies."
But special elections are costly, one of the biggest arguments against revamping the process. They also can create unintended fundraising disadvantages for would-be candidates interested in filling seats.
Under the current process, the party central committee in Prince George's on Monday recommended Del. Nick Charles (D-Prince George's) to fill the seat vacated by former senator Melony Griffith. If approved by the governor, which is expected, then the committee will also have a say in who is appointed to fill Charles's seat.

State Sen. Melony Griffith (D-Prince George's) looks over paperwork at the State House in April. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


If a special election were held to fill the Senate seat, anyone serving in the legislature who was interested in running would be at a financial disadvantage because they would be prohibited from fundraising during the 90-day session.
"I think everybody sort of agrees that it's not an ideal process as it exists today," Ferguson said. "But the challenge is what do you do to fix it that doesn't have a lot of unintended consequences and spinoff."
Sen. Clarence K. Lam (D-Howard) sponsored a bill that called for special elections in 2021. He said he anticipated that there could be newly reelected lawmakers who might resign to join the new governor's administration. Five longtime lawmakers, including former senators Paul Pinksy, Susan Lee and former delegates Eric Luedtke, Kumar Barve and Kirill Reznik -- resigned from their seats this year to join Gov. Wes Moore's (D) administration. Their positions were filled through the appointment process.
He said he thought of it as a "good government bill" because of the worry that voters would have a delegate or senator in office for almost four years whom they did not elect.
"It just didn't seem very fair to not reflect the will of the voters if fresh off of an election, they will be represented by someone that they did not elect for almost four years potentially," Lam said.
Last year Lam introduced a modified version of the bill, one that would have allowed for appointments but also created special elections which would have been held during presidential elections. The bill never made it out of the Maryland House Ways and Means Committee.
House Ways and Means Committee Vice Chairwoman Jheanelle K. Wilkins (D-Montgomery), who chairs the committee's election law subcommittee, said figuring out the best way to change the process is the most difficult challenge.
"We are definitely going to take a look at any piece of legislation dealing with vacancies and work to address this issue," said Wilkins, who was originally appointed to her seat. "What we're seeing in the House is a deliberative process around how do we make this as fair as possible; how do we balance what we're hearing from voters in terms of how we would like to see these vacancies filled? ... We have to figure out the best way to move forward and address the concerns of the voters and ensure that we have a representative democracy."
Lam said he'll try again in the upcoming session, which starts in January. Under the bill, depending on timing, an appointee could be in place for as long as two years but then he or she would have to run for election.
"It's not ideal, but I think that it's at least a good start," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/11/26/appointments-maryland-general-assembly/
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What to know from NFL Week 12: The Eagles' weaknesses are irrelevant
Philadelphia's offense isn't right, but the Eagles are so good it might not matter. Josh Allen is still a unicorn. And the Steelers' offense looked functional.
By Adam Kilgore | 2023-11-27

Jalen Hurts celebrates after scoring the game-winning touchdown in overtime against the Buffalo Bills on Sunday. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images)


The two most exciting plays of Week 12 were field goals. In Houston, Matt Ammendola's game-tying attempt from 58 yards in the final minute hit the dead center of the crossbar, bounced straight up and landed in the end zone. In Philadelphia, Jake Elliott booted one of the best field goals in recent history; it sneaked through the lower-right corner of the uprights and forced overtime. Agony and joy separated by about three yards. Here is what to know.
The Eagles' strengths mask all of their weaknesses. Philadelphia's offense is not right. It seems like a bizarre assertion after an epic 37-34 overtime victory against the Buffalo Bills pushed the Eagles to 10-1, two wins better than any other team in the NFL. But it's true. Consider this: In 21 full possessions between the start of their victory last week over the Kansas City Chiefs and the end of the game against Buffalo, the Eagles gained 14 or fewer yards 14 times and went three-and-out nine times. They are majoring in empty possessions.
On the other seven drives, though, the Eagles scored seven touchdowns. They can hide their struggles -- such as Jalen Hurts's indecision in the intermediate passing game, the miscommunication between Hurts and running back Kenneth Gainwell that led to a brutal fumble or opposing defenses adjusting to the previously unstoppable A.J. Brown -- because their strengths are so extreme. Hurts is a remarkable deep passer, and his power running ability allows the Eagles to finish drives with touchdowns like no other team.
Hurts is not the best player in the NFL and has obvious flaws, but he has a strong case to be considered the most valuable player because he does so much that leads to victory.
The Eagles are experts at overcoming mistakes through sheer talent. Jason Kelce seemed to push the Eagles out of game-tying field goal range when he twice flinched for false starts at the end of regulation. Elliott made it moot with an all-time field goal, a 59-yarder through the wind and rain off wet turf. The Eagles were outgained 505 yards to 378 and committed one more turnover than they forced. But they won because they have championship will and, more crucially, their offense puts the ball in the end zone rather than settling for field goals.
Josh Allen is still a unicorn. It has been an uneven season for Allen and the Bills, who fell to 6-6 after their brutal loss in Philadelphia. They risk missing the playoffs and play in Kansas City coming out of their bye. Still, Allen provided a reminder that should serve as a warning for the rest of the AFC playoff field if the Bills sneak in: When he is playing his best, there is nobody quite like him. There are a handful of better quarterbacks but none with Allen's blend of speed and force as a runner and daring and arm strength as a passer.
On the road, in the rain, against the team with the NFL's best record, Allen carried the Bills. He passed for 339 yards and two touchdowns and ran for another 81 yards and two scores. He moved with caution early this season, but now that crunchtime has arrived, he is playing with abandon and causing nightmares for opponents. The Bills' offense has been elite in the two games since Joe Brady replaced Ken Dorsey as coordinator.
Allen's performance made Coach Sean McDermott's decision at the end of regulation inexcusable. With 20 seconds left and a timeout, McDermott chose to kneel and go to overtime. Yes, there was risk in allowing Philadelphia's vicious pass rush the chance at a strip sack. But there's also risk in giving the Eagles the ball in overtime. Allen is a big play waiting to happen, and choosing to give away a possession is malpractice.
The AFC playoff race is a cluster. While the Eagles are in control of the NFC's bye and three of the conference's divisions have clear favorites, it will take the final six weeks to decide nearly everything about the AFC playoffs.
The Baltimore Ravens regained the top seed with their 20-10 victory over the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday night; that made them the third AFC team to hold it since Thanksgiving. The Miami Dolphins took it with their victory Friday over the New York Jets, and then the Jacksonville Jaguars seized it briefly after their nail-biting win at the Houston Texans on Sunday. The Ravens, Dolphins, Jaguars and Chiefs have three losses apiece, with the Ravens ahead at 9-3 because they have not had their bye, which arrives this week.
It's just as crowded at the bottom of the AFC picture. The Pittsburgh Steelers and Cleveland Browns have wild-card spots at 7-4, but the Browns' grip is tenuous after they lost quarterback Dorian Thompson-Robinson to a concussion and Myles Garrett exited with a shoulder injury in Sunday's loss to the Denver Broncos. The 6-5 Indianapolis Colts -- where did they come from? -- hold the final wild-card spot owing to tiebreakers. The Texans and the Broncos, who have the NFL's longest winning streak at five games, are also 6-5, with the Bills a half-game behind them. Who could have known Broncos at Texans would be one of the most crucial games of Week 13?
Jordan Love might be the Man in Green Bay. Love appeared overwhelmed during early portions of the season, inaccurate with deep passes and unable to generate explosive plays or consistency. The past two weeks have provided season-changing and franchise-shaping promise. In victories over the Chargers and then the Detroit Lions on Thanksgiving, Love has pushed the Packers into the NFC playoff hunt and reestablished a high ceiling as Green Bay's long-term successor to Aaron Rodgers and Brett Favre.
Love played the best game of his career in the Packers' 29-22 upset of the Lions, completing 22 of 32 passes for 268 yards and three touchdowns while adding 39 yards on the ground. His performance was a demonstration of why the Packers traded up to draft him in the first round three years ago. He passed from varying arm angles and threaded throws into tiny spaces. The Packers bet on him because he can make throws other quarterbacks can't, and he's starting to show it.
The timing of Love's emergence makes sense. All of his wide receivers are in their first or second year, and the group is growing together. Love's connection with versatile rookie Jayden Reed is already special. Christian Watson, invisible or injured for the season's first half, finally broke out against the Lions with five catches for 94 yards, including a 53-yard reception on the first snap of the game.
Two straight victories have nudged the Packers to 5-6, right on the edge of the NFC wild-card race. After they face the Chiefs next week, the Packers close with games against the New York Giants, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Carolina Panthers, Minnesota Vikings and Chicago Bears to build a playoff-worthy record.
The Steelers' change at offensive coordinator made an immediate difference. The  Steelers scored just one touchdown in their first game after Coach Mike Tomlin fired offensive coordinator Matt Canada, but their 16-10 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals showed why Tomlin made a rare midseason change. Though they didn't finish drives, the Steelers moved the ball better than they had all season.
They gained a season-high 421 yards, which snapped an unbelievable streak of 58 games gaining fewer than 400. Kenny Pickett passed for a season-best 278 yards, the second-highest total of his career. The biggest difference came in how quarterbacks coach Mike Sullivan, who is leading a collaborative play-calling approach, opened up the Steelers' vertical passing game and more aggressively deployed wideouts Diontae Johnson and George Pickens.
Entering Sunday, Pickett had thrown the ball an average of 7.1 yards past the line of scrimmage per pass, according to Next Gen Stats, which ranked 27th in the NFL. On Sunday, 13 of Pickett's 33 attempts traveled 10 yards past the line, including four deeper than 20 yards and two completions he threw at least 30 yards downfield. The deep passing created space for tight end Pat Freiermuth, who caught nine passes for 120 yards.
The Chiefs' wide receiver problem looks a little better. Kansas City's unsightly loss to the Eagles last week highlighted its thin wide receiving corps. But the issue was never as bad as it seemed, even after Marquez Valdes-Scantling dropped a game-winning touchdown. The only significant personnel loss from last season, when the Chiefs won the Super Bowl, was the departure of JuJu Smith-Schuster in free agency. He had a good season, but replacing him shouldn't be the difference between confetti and disarray.

Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice runs with the ball in Kansas City's game Sunday against the Las Vegas Raiders. (John Locher/AP)


The Chiefs found some answers -- and stability -- in their 31-17 thumping of the Las Vegas Raiders. Patrick Mahomes targeted rookie Rashee Rice more often, and he caught eight passes for 107 yards and a touchdown. Much like Smith-Schuster, Rice provides an underneath target who can help sustain drives. The more the Chiefs work him in, the better off they will be.
The sneakier difference came from a familiar source: Travis Kelce played like Travis Kelce. The Chiefs thrived last year because Kelce was the most powerful pass-catching force in the NFL. This year, he has played well but not like a superstar, which has exposed the Chiefs' lack of high-end talent outside. If Kelce, who caught six passes for 91 yards Sunday, plays to his standard and Rice continues to emerge, that will patch the Chiefs' offensive holes.
The Patriots are in contention for the first draft pick. And they earned their place with an abomination of a football game that followed an embarrassing week. Coach Bill Belichick declined to name a starting quarterback, splitting practice reps between Mac Jones and Bailey Zappe and telling reporters both would be ready to play against the Giants. It was a pitiful attempt at subterfuge, given the players and the stakes: a game matching teams with five combined wins.
Belichick chose Jones, only to bench him at halftime after a horrendous, scoreless performance. Zappe played better than Jones, but he led the Patriots only to one touchdown and a final drive that set up rookie Chad Ryland for a 35-yard field goal to force overtime. Ryland, whom Belichick drafted in the fourth round, hooked the chip shot wide. The Giants won, 10-7. The football-watching public that was spared overtime earned the biggest victory.
The Patriots' weekly succession of nadirs continued with a loss to a 3-8 team against which they entered as four-point favorites. At 2-9, the Patriots have the worst record in the AFC by two games. They have a better record than only the 1-10 Panthers and 2-10 Arizona Cardinals. They are headed for a top-five pick, and it's conceivable they could get the first pick.
With Jones a lost cause, the Patriots may use that pick on one of the highly regarded quarterback prospects. It seems almost certain Belichick will not be the coach who makes the pick or develops the quarterback. It will be a momentous offseason in New England in more ways than one.
We're about to find out who the Cowboys really are. They own the best point differential in the NFL, plus-162, and yet the first 12 weeks of the season have revealed little about their viability as a Super Bowl threat. Dallas annihilated the Washington Commanders, 45-10, on Thanksgiving, but the ritual destruction of a bad team is worthy of a yawn. The Cowboys are 8-1 in games against teams with losing records, winning by an average of 22.1 points.
The Cowboys have played only two games against opponents with winning records, getting blown out against the San Francisco 49ers and losing close to the Eagles. Their chance to prove themselves is here. They host the reeling Seattle Seahawks on Thursday night, an appetizer to the main course over the following four weeks: Eagles, at Bills, at Dolphins, Lions.
The Cowboys have shown they can bully lousy teams, but they have been unable to stand up to the NFC's best. They exited the playoffs with losses to the 49ers the past two seasons. If they can navigate the end of their schedule, it would suggest they have a chance to close the gap.
The Dolphins' Super Bowl hopes took a hit. The Dolphins have slowly morphed from a team built on pyrotechnic offense to one that could also rely on an aggressive, playmaking defense. Miami had positioned itself as a real threat, as long as it could stay healthy.
In the final minutes of their 34-13 demolition of the Jets, though, the Dolphins lost one of their most important players. On the infamous turf at MetLife Stadium, outside linebacker Jaelan Phillips suffered a noncontact Achilles' tendon injury that will sideline him for the rest of the season. Phillips is Miami's best pass rusher off the edge; his pressure helps defensive coordinator Vic Fangio deploy exotic coverages because he doesn't need to blitz to generate pressure.
As impressive as the Dolphins have been, it's doubtful they're good enough to contend in the AFC without one of their best defensive players.
Frank Reich might be one-and-done in Carolina. The Panthers have six weeks to avoid the ultimate debacle: finishing with the worst record in the league, then sending the No. 1 draft pick to another team. Carolina traded its first-round pick to the Chicago Bears to draft Bryce Young at No. 1 this past April. The Panthers are now 1-10, and the coach hired because of his offensive background leads an inept offense with a rookie quarterback he has failed to develop.
Reich has given team owner David Tepper no reason to believe he can rebuild the Panthers or salvage Young. Carolina has scored 15 or fewer points in five straight games, including in Sunday's 17-10 loss at the Tennessee Titans. Reich gave play-calling responsibility to offensive coordinator Thomas Brown, then took it back. Young's line can't protect him, and his receivers can't get open.
Young was thoroughly outplayed Sunday by fellow rookie Will Levis, who was taken 32 picks after him. That's one thing; Levis was widely considered a first-round talent who fell into the early second. What's more troubling is how difficult it is to find a rookie quarterback playing worse than Young. The Giants have won two games in undrafted Tommy DeVito's three starts; fifth-rounder Thompson-Robinson has steadily conducted the contending Browns; and fourth-round pick Aidan O'Connell is passing with precision and decisiveness in Las Vegas. Those are not comprehensive comparisons, but it's an ugly snapshot for the Panthers -- and especially for Reich.
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Panthers fire coach Frank Reich after just 11 games
Frank Reich is the second NFL head coach fired this season. The Panthers have struggled to develop rookie quarterback Bryce Young, drafted with the No. 1 pick.
By Mark Maske | 2023-11-27

Frank Reich speaks to quarterback Bryce Young during the Panthers' loss Sunday to the Titans in Nashville. (Wade Payne/AP)


Carolina Panthers owner David Tepper's patience with Frank Reich's rebuilding efforts lasted precisely 11 games. The Panthers fired Reich as their coach Monday, with more than a month remaining in a season in which they have won one game and rookie quarterback Bryce Young has failed to fulfill the promise of being the top selection in the NFL draft.
The team announced the move Monday morning in a statement by Tepper, a day after a 17-10 loss to the Tennessee Titans in Nashville dropped the Panthers to an NFL-worst 1-10.
"I met with Coach Reich this morning and informed him that he will not continue as head coach of the Carolina Panthers," Tepper said in the statement. "I want to thank Frank for his dedication and service, and we wish him well."
The Panthers named special teams coordinator Chris Tabor their interim coach. They also said senior assistant Jim Caldwell, the former coach of the Indianapolis Colts and Detroit Lions, will serve as a special adviser to offensive coordinator Thomas Brown, who becomes the offensive play caller again. Reich had taken over the play-calling duties from Brown for the past two games.
Tabor served as the Chicago Bears' acting coach for one game during the 2021 season after Matt Nagy tested positive for the coronavirus. The Bears lost to the San Francisco 49ers.
The Panthers said Tepper and Tabor will address reporters at a news conference Tuesday. They announced later Monday that they also dismissed quarterbacks coach Josh McCown and running backs coach Duce Staley, who also had the title of assistant head coach.
Reich is the second NFL head coach fired this season. The Las Vegas Raiders fired Josh McDaniels earlier this month and promoted Antonio Pierce from linebackers coach to interim coach.
It had become increasingly clear in recent weeks that Reich might not keep his job for a second season with the Panthers. He had acknowledged the building frustrations with the trials of this season.
"It's very frustrating," Reich said following a 33-10 defeat Nov. 19 to the Dallas Cowboys in Charlotte. "You work hard, and you believe in the guys you're doing it with. And I believe in our coaches and players. Not getting the results you want is frustrating. So I'm frustrated most of all for them. But I'm certainly frustrated for the fans as well."
That loss was played before a largely pro-Cowboys crowd at Bank of America Stadium. The Panthers had practiced their silent count on offense that week in anticipation of playing what would feel like a road game in their home stadium.
"You want it to happen overnight," Reich said that day. "Sometimes it takes longer than you want. But you have to keep your head down, be strong-willed, keep the vision clear, come to work every day. And you've got to be able to fight your way through the tough times."
The Panthers and Reich were involved in an in-season firing for the second straight season. Last season, Tepper dismissed Matt Rhule following a 1-4 start, less than three full seasons into Rhule's seven-year contract. The Colts fired Reich as their coach last November.
This is the third straight season in which an NFL team has fired a first-year coach after less than one full season. The Jacksonville Jaguars ousted Urban Meyer after 13 games in 2021. Last season, the Denver Broncos fired Nathaniel Hackett 15 games into his first NFL head coaching job.
Tepper, a hedge fund manager with a net worth estimated by Forbes at $20.6 billion, was a part-owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers before he purchased the Panthers from Jerry Richardson in 2018 for $2.275 billion. But he has not taken the Steelers' patience with coaches with him.
Tepper inherited Ron Rivera as Carolina's coach and fired him in 2019. He lured Rhule to the NFL from the college coaching ranks with a seven-year contract worth an estimated $62 million. Rhule went 11-27 in Carolina. Tepper then opted against retaining interim coach Steve Wilks and hired Reich in January.
"I think that there has been progress of some sort," Tepper said when he fired Rhule. "But, look, we're just not getting over the hump. And we've got to get over the hump."
The Panthers have a 30-63 record under Tepper's ownership. He reportedly shook his head and yelled an expletive while he left the postgame locker room Sunday in Tennessee. Reich said at his postgame news conference that he had not spoken to Tepper in the immediate aftermath of the game.
The Panthers hired Reich to oversee their retooling project and develop whichever young quarterback they were about to draft. Reich is a widely respected coach who was the offensive coordinator of the Philadelphia Eagles when they won the Super Bowl in the 2017 season. He landed the Colts' head coaching job after McDaniels, who was then the offensive coordinator of the New England Patriots, initially accepted it but then backed out.
Reich took the Colts to the playoffs twice in four full seasons as their coach. But he failed to stabilize the quarterback situation in Indianapolis following Andrew Luck's surprise retirement just before the 2019 season. And he was unable to help Young prosper or win games in his short stint in Carolina.
The Panthers traded up in March to get the No. 1 choice in the draft from the Bears and used it in April on Young, the former Heisman Trophy winner from Alabama, rather than on Ohio State's C.J. Stroud or Florida's Anthony Richardson. But Young has struggled while Stroud has flourished with the Houston Texans and Richardson provided glimpses of potential stardom with the Colts before undergoing shoulder surgery that probably ended his season.
Young is the NFL's 31st-rated passer this season. He has thrown eight interceptions to go with nine touchdown passes while operating behind an offensive line that has failed to provide sufficient protection. He has been sacked 40 times. The Panthers are ranked 30th in the NFL in total offense and 29th in scoring offense.
"It's hard circumstances," Young said following the Dallas game. "But that's part of the business."
Now it will be up to Reich's successor to attempt to get the best out of Young. The Panthers will not be able to use the potential No. 1 pick in next year's NFL draft to restock the roster around Young, having traded it to the Bears in the deal to get the selection used on Young. Reich had expressed unwavering confidence in the rookie quarterback.
"I think he's made to handle stuff like this," Reich said after the loss to the Cowboys. "And I don't think he'll accept it. And I think he'll continue to elevate his game and elevate this team. It's taking longer than we all wanted it to. But I can tell you: It's not on his shoulders. We all have a part in it."
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Does firing an NFL coordinator midseason actually help a team?
Looking at data from all in-season NFL coordinator changes since 2010, the results are mixed.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Emily Giambalvo | 2023-11-27

Jack Del Rio was fired as the Commanders' defensive coordinator on Friday, a day after the team's 45-10 loss to the Dallas Cowboys. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Washington Commanders Coach Ron Rivera fired defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio and defensive backs coach Brent Vieselmeyer on Friday, after the team's defensive issues "snowballed," Rivera said, in recent weeks and culminated in a blowout loss to the Dallas Cowboys on Thanksgiving.
Since 2020, when Rivera took over as coach and hired Del Rio, Washington's defense has oscillated between being one of the NFL's finest and one of its worst. This season is on track to be its lowest point yet. Through Friday, the Commanders' defense ranked 29th in yards allowed per game and last in points allowed per game and opponent passer rating.
"If you don't change things, can you expect things to change?" Rivera said.
Rivera will call plays on defense. Richard Rodgers, Washington's senior defensive assistant/safeties coach, will assist with game-planning, and Cristian Garcia, a third-year NFL assistant, will be the interim defensive backs coach.
But what will change in the final five games? How much will the firings impact the play of the defense and the team's results?
The Washington Post examined the in-season coordinator changes in the NFL since 2010 to see what effects they had. Multiple variables were at play for every team -- quarterback, personnel, schedule, injuries and more -- so final records don't tie directly to coordinators and their replacements. But for a team such as Washington, seeking a spark with a midseason firing, the results yield interesting clues.
In general, midseason coordinator changes are rare: Since 2010, 38 teams have had multiple offensive or defensive coordinators during a regular season, according to the website TruMedia's game logs. Some of those changes occurred after head coaches were fired and coordinators were elevated to interim roles, or when interim coaches changed their staffs.
Teams have replaced offensive coordinators during the season about twice as often as they have defensive coordinators. This season, three teams have fired their offensive coordinators -- the Las Vegas Raiders' Mick Lombardi, the Buffalo Bills' Ken Dorsey and the Pittsburgh Steelers' Matt Canada -- and two teams have changed their defensive coordinators. In addition to Del Rio, the Chicago Bears' Alan Williams resigned in September.
But changes on the defensive side appear to have had more of a positive effect, according to some performance metrics.
From 2010 to 2022, just eight teams had multiple defensive coordinators in a season while maintaining the same head coach. In only one instance (the 2012 Philadelphia Eagles) did the team's defense regress significantly in major statistical categories, per TruMedia. For the most part, replacement defensive coordinators helped their units improve. Most teams held opponents to fewer yards per game and allowed fewer points after an in-season change, in addition to tallying a better average defensive expected points added.
But coordinator changes often happened on teams that were already struggling, and marginal progress from one unit did little to boost overall results. Replacements on the eight teams that had midseason defensive coordinator changes had a combined 15-37 record. No team that fired its defensive coordinator during the season since 2010 had a winning record with its replacement coordinator. Two teams -- the 2020 Jets and the 2015 Saints -- were .500 after the firings.
In 2018, Cincinnati Bengals Coach Marvin Lewis fired his defensive coordinator, Teryl Austin, after the unit gave up more than 450 yards per game through a 5-4 start. Lewis took over play-calling duties, and in the final seven games, the Bengals gave up an average of 361 yards. But the team still won just once during that stretch, and Lewis was fired after the season.
Midseason offensive coordinator changes have led to more uneven results. Of the teams that fired offensive coordinators midseason since 2010, only about half showed positive improvements in several major statistical categories.
The 2017 Bengals were among the teams to fare the best. After setting a record as the first NFL team since 1939 to fail to score a touchdown in their opening two home games, Cincinnati fired Ken Zampese as offensive coordinator and named quarterbacks coach Bill Lazor as his replacement. (Zampese is now a senior offensive assistant/game management coach for the Commanders.) The Bengals went 7-7 in their remaining 14 games and saw noticeable improvement in yards per game, scoring and offensive EPA average.
The 2015 St. Louis Rams and 2015 Detroit Lions also fared well after firing their offensive coordinators, improving their average points, EPA and winning percentage.
The 2021 New York Giants took a much different path.
After a 3-7 start, they fired Jason Garrett and named Freddie Kitchens as the interim coordinator and play-caller. The team averaged 86 fewer yards per game, and its scoring dropped by nine points per game. The Giants went 1-6 with Kitchens, and a new coaching staff was brought in after the season.
Rivera was tangentially a part of another failed coordinator swap. When the Carolina Panthers fired him in 2019 and Panthers offensive coordinator Norv Turner was reassigned to another role, Scott Turner took over the offensive play-calling, and Perry Fewell served as interim coach. The Panthers went 0-4 and suffered drops in scoring and EPA.

Former Steelers offensive coordinator Matt Canada, center, talks with quarterback Kenny Pickett and head coach Mike Tomlin during a game against the Green Bay Packers. Canada was fired less than two weeks later. (Matt Freed/AP)


So if most in-season coordinator changes typically provide only marginal improvement, if any improvement at all, why do teams make them?
The reasons vary. In some instances, pressure from ownership may dictate the decisions. In others, the change alone feels necessary to salvage the season.
When the Steelers fired Canada and appointed running backs coach Eddie Faulkner the interim offensive coordinator and Mike Sullivan the primary play-caller, Coach Mike Tomlin said he made the move without discussing it with ownership.
"This is a results-oriented business," he told reporters, "and to be short, the improvements were not rapid enough or consistent enough for us to proceed."
It was the first time since 1941 that the Steelers fired a coordinator in season, according to ESPN.
When the Bills fired Dorsey and named Joe Brady their interim offensive coordinator, Coach Sean McDermott echoed Rivera's sentiment.
"Just felt like it was time for a change," McDermott told reporters. "You know, we need to be a confident offensive football team and find consistent production, and that's really what it came down to."
The burdens the moves place on the players are often overlooked. In Washington, the mere talk of an impending change became a regular storyline this season.
"That's probably one of the biggest distractions that we don't need," running back Brian Robinson Jr. said after Thursday's loss at Dallas. "We're already going through what we're going through. So I feel like it's a distraction to focus on that. We need to focus on what's going to make us a better team and just ... continue working at that."
For some, the skepticism that a coaching change can bring a marked benefit is born of experience.
"Just because you make changes here or there doesn't necessarily impact the result all the time," said receiver Terry McLaurin, who was a rookie in 2019 when Washington fired Coach Jay Gruden after an o-5 start. "I'm not in those types of discussions. But I think even my rookie year when we had some changes, we still had ups and downs."
Rivera has his own experience coaching through in-season changes.
In 2008, after the San Diego Chargers fell to 3-5 to start the season, Norv Turner fired his defensive coordinator and appointed Rivera, his inside linebackers coach, as the replacement. Over the remaining eight games, the Chargers' defense allowed fewer yards and points per game and improved its average defensive EPA. The team went 5-3 over that stretch and clinched the AFC West. Rivera stayed on as coordinator for another two seasons, and in 201o, the Chargers ranked among the league's top five in total yards allowed, rushing yards allowed, passing yards allowed, sacks and opponent third-down conversion rate. Rivera was hired as the Panthers' coach the following season.
It's plausible that Rivera will return to his San Diego roots as he tries to restore Washington's defense. Without getting into many details Friday, he said that more than just the coaching change will be different in Washington over its final five games.
"When I say differently, it'd be from my perspective, the way I do things," he said. "Jack did a great job, and ... I was in line with the things that he did. ... There are some things, too, that I have different opinions on, and those are things that I'm going to do differently."
The changes probably won't stop there; six of the eight teams that fired defensive coordinators during the season since 2010 (and didn't also have an interim coach that season) changed coaches the year after. Commanders owner Josh Harris said he planned to spend much of his first year of ownership observing and analyzing the operations. But nothing is guaranteed beyond this season, and after four mediocre seasons under Rivera's watch, it's likely that sweeping changes -- to the football and business operations -- will arrive in Washington at season's end.
But first, the Commanders' defensive staff must get through the final five games, with a daunting test to start: the Miami Dolphins.
"This is probably the thing that I felt was necessary to do to hopefully get out of this rut and get to a point where we can play to our abilities," Rivera said. " ... We'll come back on Monday and start preparing and getting ready."
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Virginia's Mike Hollins wins ACC's Brian Piccolo Award for courage
After being injured in a shooting last year, Virginia's Mike Hollins returned to the field this season and scored eight touchdowns.
By Gene Wang | 2023-11-28

Virginia running back Mike Hollins is this year's winner of the ACC's Brian Piccolo Award. (Lynne Sladky/AP)


Virginia running back Mike Hollins won the ACC's Brian Piccolo Award, the conference announced Monday, a little over a year after being severely wounded in a shooting that claimed the lives of three teammates.
The award has been presented since 1970 to the "most courageous" football player in the ACC. Piccolo, a running back at Wake Forest who was the ACC athlete of the year in 1965, played for the NFL's Chicago Bears before being diagnosed with cancer. He died in 1970 at 26.
"When I received the news that I was named the Piccolo Award winner, I had to talk to the team that day at practice," Hollins, a graduate student, said in a statement. "I told them this was not a 'me' award, this was a 'we' award, and I really mean that. This year, together, we have gone through something we could never have imagined."
Hollins was on the field for the Cavaliers' season opener Sept. 2, a 49-13 loss to Tennessee in Nashville, following a grueling rehabilitation from two gunshot wounds suffered Nov. 13, 2022, when a gunman opened fire on a charter bus carrying Virginia students back to campus after a trip to Washington.
Football players Lavel Davis Jr., Devin Chandler and D'Sean Perry were killed, and the team decided not to play its final two games of the season out of respect for the players' families and so they could attend memorial services.
Hollins was admitted to a Charlottesville hospital in critical condition but vowed to rejoin the roster. Physicians informed Hollins the bullets narrowly missed his spine and resulted in injuries to his abdominal area. The senior had two surgeries and spent a week in intensive care.
Hollins resumed modest physical activity in mid-January, focusing on increasing his fitness. He participated in spring practice on a limited basis and, improbably, was a full participant in preseason camp.
The Cavaliers (3-9, 2-6) completed their season Saturday with a 55-17 loss to Virginia Tech at Scott Stadium. For the season, Hollins had 80 carries for 274 yards and seven touchdowns. He added 10 receptions for 34 yards and a score.
"Mike Hollins is one of those transformational type of individuals that we'll look back years from now and say, 'Wow, we were around somebody that is truly special,' " Virginia Coach Tony Elliott said. "I don't think any of us can really appreciate, or put into context mentally, what he had to do to be able to play football again this season."
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Monumental, owning teams and a network, charts new course for sports TV
Cord-cutting is upending local sports television. One pro-sports conglomerate thinks it's found a way to survive the upheaval.
By Ben Strauss | 2023-11-28

Zach Leonsis stands in the beginnings of Monumental's broadcast studio near Capital One Arena in Washington. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post)


Zach Leonsis stared up at an unfinished wall in an unfinished two-story studio next to Capital One Arena and imagined the possibilities. Just a few months from now, there would be cameras and boom microphones and personalities breaking down the latest Washington Capitals and Wizards games in a space that would be the envy of regional sports television outlets everywhere.
"They're running around the studio on TNT because it's so big," Leonsis said. "I wanted that major league quality feel."
Leonsis is the president of media and new enterprises for Monumental Sports, the conglomerate that controls the local NBA and NHL teams and the WNBA's Mystics. (His father, Ted, is the patriarch of the family and runs the company.) Zach Leonsis wore a hard hat and a reflective vest as he surveyed the construction scene inside Gallery Place one recent afternoon. By early next year, four new studios with more rooms for production equipment are expected to be ready -- and, he hopes, will soon become an intimate part of the Washington sports fan's daily experience.
The media business is transforming and with it the sports business, thanks to cord-cutting and the erosion of the cable bundle. ESPN is looking for investors to bolster its business; Diamond Sports Group, which owns the local rights for dozens of teams, is saddled with a crippling debt load; and AT&T and Warner Bros. Discovery are tripping over themselves to get out of the regional sports network business. Charging into this unsettled landscape are the Leonsis family and Monumental, spending hundreds of millions to buy regional sports network NBC Sports Washington, rebrand it as Monumental Sports and invest in a technological and production makeover.
"A lot of people write about the demise of the RSN industry because the traditional model is under pressure," Zach Leonsis said. "But we don't think the value of our rights is going down. We think the value of our rights is increasing, which is why we're making all this investment."
For decades, NBA, NHL and MLB teams have sold their media rights to regional networks, which managed the production and distribution. But that is changing. Amid Diamond's troubles, MLB distributed the games for some teams last year and looks poised to do it for more. The Houston Rockets and Astros just bought their local RSN. The Phoenix Suns and Utah Jazz are launching streaming services and putting their games on broadcast TV.
"Ten years ago, there was one way to sell your media rights," said Ed Desser, a former NBA media executive turned industry consultant. "Not today."
Teams are arriving at this moment for different reasons. The San Diego Padres had their TV contract canceled by Diamond last year, forcing MLB to step in and distribute their games and cover much of their rights fees. Monumental is more proactive. When it acquired NBCSW last year, it bought the existing TV contracts that came with it. The Capitals and Wizards signed media rights extensions in 2016 worth a combined nearly $1 billion over 15 years, according to a person with knowledge of the deals.
Under the previous arrangement, NBCSW would have been on the hook for those guaranteed payments to the teams while receiving revenue in the form of "carriage fees" -- the money that cable companies pay to air the network. Under the new model, Monumental will negotiate directly with cable companies, hoping to secure higher fees as the cable-TV universe shrinks and live sports help keep cable companies afloat.
Historically, teams have had mixed results negotiating directly with cable companies. RSNs owned by the New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox have been successful, but in Denver, where Stan Kroenke owns the NBA's Nuggets, the NHL's Avalanche and the local network, there have been drawn-out fights between the network and cable companies.
Media companies usually have multiple channels they can bundle for leverage, and in Monumental's case it may be negotiating as its teams are struggling. The Wizards' TV ratings have been among the worst in the NBA.
If Monumental does one day struggle to negotiate deals with cable networks, those revenue gaps will need to be filled with creative advertising and by signing up streaming customers. The company launched a direct-to-consumer streaming service this season for $20 per month or $200 per year.
Michael Schreiber, founder and CEO of Playfly, which sells ads for Monumental on streaming and TV, said there were meaningful advantages to having a direct relationship with your fans, from customer data to tailored marketing. "When you own your rights, you're betting on yourself," he said. "It's a unique opportunity."
Leonsis said Monumental was looking ahead to the current landscape when it purchased one-third of NBCSW in 2016.
"You could say it was both offensive and defensive," he said. "We want to acquire more things, based on our unique standing. ... Teams and teams' revenues are valued more highly than network cash flow. But it was defensive because we don't know what's going to happen to these networks in the future and we want to own our own destiny."
Monumental can offer more to sponsors now, packaging sponsorships for broadcast, streaming and inside the arena. (One example: Financial services platform Robinhood sponsors the Wizards' postgame show and team jerseys and has signs in the arena.) It can do more with ticket activations on a broadcast. Monumental, which also owns Capital One Arena, has compiled an email database of between 4 million and 5 million customers to offer advertisers, Leonsis said.
Leonsis uses as an example Amazon, which bundles overnight deliveries with TV and other services. "What's our Prime bundle?" he asked, ticking off things such as tickets and merchandise. (Jeff Bezos, Amazon's founder, owns The Washington Post.)
Monumental may have grander plans, too. Plenty around Washington and MLB expect the company will eventually acquire the Nationals, which would surely bolster the possibilities for the network and even more vertical integration. Asked about that possibility, Leonsis said only, "If you have more programming, I think it's better for your network."

Zach Leonsis and his construction team walk through Monumental's new broadcast and media hub. The new network will produce more of its own content. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post)


For local Wizards and Capitals fans, the new studios and the network makeover will mean more content -- and lots of it. They will not turn on Monumental on a weekday afternoon and find an infomercial for an air fryer. There will be more behind-the-scenes, documentary-style shows, and the network signed up former ESPN host Rachel Nichols to interview local people of interest, in sports and beyond. There is already a daily afternoon betting show, and alternate feeds for game telecasts are in the works, including ones that highlight sports gambling.
It will also just look better. Leonsis said some cameras that NBCSW had been using were 10, even 20 years old. But the new studios will be able to deliver a true 4K picture thanks to miles of cables running under the alley between the arena and the studios, and the action will be displayed in 60 frames per second instead of 30.
"It's geek speak," Leonsis said. "But I think it's pretty darn cool."
Ahead of this NFL season, Monumental and the Washington Commanders did not renew their deal for pre- and postgame coverage, and its website has had less digital coverage of the team, raising questions about how the area's dominant sports network will cover the teams it doesn't own. Leonsis noted the network still produces a Commanders-themed podcast that airs on TV and said he was interested in more programming.
"There's a new ownership group, and we're open-minded," he said. "I'm more than excited to get them back on our air if we can find a deal that makes sense for everyone."
As for how Monumental will cover its own teams, people familiar with the Wizards' broadcast, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect their jobs, said higher-ups at the network have pushed for more team-friendly content. When longtime Wizards star John Wall returned to D.C. as a member of the Los Angeles Clippers last year, they said, the broadcast was told not to air a package commemorating his time in D.C. that staffers had put together. In December, the broadcast was told that it spent too much time praising opponent Anthony Davis's 50-point effort in a Los Angeles Lakers win over the Wizards.
"Our instruction to talent is to play the ball where it lies," Leonsis said. "Our fans are smart, and they get it. We don't need gratuitous comments on either side of the ledger."
One person who has been involved in the network said this was just a sign of the times. RSNs across the country used to do more reporting on their teams, the person said, but that has changed at most networks. "I don't think Monumental is any different than any other ownership group," the person said. "I think everyone knows, at the end of the day, this is entertainment now."
Ava Wallace contributed to this report.
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When it comes to the Wizards, take a deep breath and hope for the best
As the Wizards' season continues on a pace that could plumb the depths of NBA history, it's important to remain hopeful for the future.
By Kevin Blackistone | 2023-11-27

The Wizards are going nowhere but there are a few reasons to be hopeful. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


I go to my quiet space. Descend to the floor and sit cross-legged. I rest my hands in my lap and breathe deeply, slowly, with my eyes closed.
And I visualize Jordan Poole shooting 43 percent from the field and 33 percent from the three-point arc and averaging 20-plus points per game as he did last season, the final of his four in Golden State. This was before the Wizards' new management moved Bradley Beal and eventually Chris Paul to the Warriors to bring the purported Stephen Curry understudy to Washington. All of this was meant to smooth over what we figured would be a painful overhaul of this team by making it at least entertaining.
But it's not working. Neither the meditation nor the manufacture.
Jordan Poole! You're driving me up a wall! And I only wish it was John!
"You said blow it up!" a Wizards official reminded me last week during a visit to one of their practices (yes, they do practice) in the midst of what is now a nine-game skid.
The Wizards have won only two games against 14 losses. Of the 30 teams in the NBA, only the Detroit Pistons are as woeful. The San Antonio Spurs, with 7-foot-4 wunderkind Victor Wembanyama, have won only one more game. But at least their fans, who  had a team that won five titles and perennially contended to win it all for a generation, get to behold the most intriguing talent in just as long.
In Washington, by contrast, we have seen the 6-4 Poole attempt a who-cares three-pointer over onetime Wizards big man Kristaps Porzingis, who blocked the shot. We have seen him try a Curry look-away corner three-pointer that failed. We have seen him misunderstand the rules by letting the ball roll up court untouched and accidentally draining time off the clock when his team needed as much time as possible to mount a comeback bid.
Lampooning isn't the sort of entertainment I anticipated the Wizards producing. I wasn't alone. When this season tipped off, Hall of Fame big man Kevin Garnett predicted on his blabber show: "I look for Jordan Poole to be top five in scoring this year. And if he don't shoot more than 25 balls, I'll be shocked. And if he don't have not one but a couple 60 balls this year, I will be shocked."
But just a few days ago, Garnett profanely spat that Poole's play is so bad he shouldn't even be in the league.
Wizards Coach Wes Unseld Jr. hears the criticism.
"That's unfair," he told me. "For the first time in his life he's in a different situation. He's a 24-year-old who's been in a backup roll with some of the most elite offensive players in the league on a team that's been playing a certain way for a decade. Now you're extracted to a new situation to a new group, new team, new coach. You can't just plug and play that and assume it's going to play out the same.
"He's trying to play right," Unseld said. "Finds the open man. He's trying to get off the ball in a timely manner ..."
"But it doesn't come off that way when we see him," I interrupted Unseld.
"He knows," Unseld said. "Teams are eating him up. Something he's got to figure out. They're putting size on him. They're blitzing him at times, getting the ball out of his hands. That's different for him. Where he could just run easy and run free because he's got Klay [Thompson] and Steph and Draymond [Green] quarterbacking, we don't have that."
In a sense, I feel for Poole and the rest of these guys. It's difficult to compete when you're an abnormally, almost haphazardly constructed team. The franchise's new, Cerberus-configured front office -- Monumental Basketball President Michael Winger, General Manager Will Dawkins and senior vice president of player personnel Travis Schlenk -- inherited a near-impossible situation. Beal's no-trade clause meant the Wizards could offload him only to a team he was willing to play for, and that turned out to be the Phoenix Suns. Winger and company got what they could for him and Porzingis.
So for the first time in their careers, Poole and Tyus Jones, acquired in the offseason, are starting regularly, making up a backcourt that is generally smaller than their opponents. Daniel Gafford is on the smaller side for an NBA center, though his competitiveness seems to measure up to anyone's. Small forward Deni Avdija, whom the franchise's previous brain trust drafted in 2020 (painfully three spots ahead of 6-5 all-star Tyrese Haliburton), has started every game this season after being a part-time starter last season.
There is 28-year-old power forward Kyle Kuzma, the one player around whom a team absolutely could build, who is scoring and shooting at a clip (22.9 points on 47.4 percent shooting, including 36.8 percent from three) that's the highest in his seven-year career.
And Winger et al. appear to have proved their talent-scouting acumen by moving up one spot in the last draft to grab Wenbanyama's teammate in France, 19-year-old wing Bilal Coulibaly, who has the wingspan of a condor. Coulibaly appears more mature than most teenagers and more prepared for the NBA than his slender build suggested. He's making over half his shots, is shooting a team-best (save little-used Ryan Rollins's 1 for 2) 44 percent from three and blocked a shot of Luka Doncic that he turned into an alley-oop dunk.
It all adds up to a team on pace to win only a dozen games, two more than the Philadelphia 76ers' total in the 2015-16 season, the year "The Process" bottomed out. It was the second-worst record ever over a full 82-game season, but two seasons later, the 76ers made the playoffs and haven't missed a postseason since. They have done so with a couple of good draft picks, a few smart trades and free agent signings, and a couple of championship coaches in Nick Nurse and Doc Rivers.
The 76ers missed the playoffs for three seasons before cratering in their 10-win season. If that's what this Wizards' do-over is going to take, that means they could be winning again in a couple of seasons after not being above .500 since 2017-18. That sounds a lot better than what they look like now, and I haven't even mentioned the blown double-digit, fourth-quarter leads.
Namaste.
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Will the good times last for Luka Doncic, Kyrie Irving and the Mavericks?
The Mavericks are off to a strong start thanks to a supercharged offense, but concerns about defense and depth linger.
By Ben Golliver | 2023-11-27

Luka Doncic and the Dallas Mavericks have gotten off to a strong start thanks to a supercharged offense, but concerns about the team's defense and depth linger. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- The Dallas Mavericks spent Thanksgiving playing baseball on a Santa Monica beach, savoring one of the most impressive victories of their promising opening month.
The night before, Luka Doncic outdueled LeBron James, a game-winning three-pointer by Kyrie Irving snuffed out a Los Angeles Lakers rally, and the Mavericks looked nothing like the angsty crew that crashed and burned out of last year's playoff picture. Doncic posted a typically gaudy line of 30 points, 12 rebounds and eight assists, finishing off the 104-101 win by finding Irving for the decisive three and then intercepting a lob pass from James to Anthony Davis. Those heroics improved Dallas's record in games that were within five points in the final five minutes to a league-best 7-1. Steeliness wasn't exactly the Mavericks' forte last season, when they finished 6-15 in clutch games after trading for Irving in February.
"Of course," Doncic said when asked whether the Mavericks have shown progress as closers since the early days of his partnership with Irving. "I think we proved it. I think we played great defense today. That's what got us a win."
Unfortunately, the rest of the holiday weekend proved to be a buzzkill. After shaking off the sand, the Mavericks (10-6) were drilled by the Clippers on Saturday, with Doncic suffering a left thumb injury that required an X-ray and additional testing. Without starting center Dereck Lively II, who left the win over the Lakers with a lower back contusion, Dallas saw its intensity and defensive integrity crumble in the 107-88 loss to the Clippers. The contrasting results neatly summarized the Mavericks' "eye of the beholder" status: They have climbed in the standings thanks to an elite offense powered by their perennial MVP candidate and productive star sidekick, but their thin front line, porous defense and soft schedule strongly suggest tougher times are ahead.
Facing immense pressure to construct a winner around the 24-year-old Doncic following a 2022 Western Conference finals run and the abrupt departure of Jalen Brunson, the Mavericks took the plunge by trading for Irving, whom they re-signed to a three-year, $120 million contract this past summer. Dallas's 2-9 spiral to end the 2022-23 season raised questions about the tandem's viability and prompted speculation about Doncic's long-term future in Dallas, but Irving has avoided the off-court distractions that plagued his Brooklyn Nets tenure and helped supercharge a top-five attack.
"The more time you get to spend with someone, you get to know them," Mavericks Coach Jason Kidd said. "Last year with the trade, the train is moving and everyone is trying to get to know each other. ... [Doncic and Irving] are both very talented. They're not afraid of the moment. When you have two of them out there, you have the opportunity to go to either one. I think we've put to rest that those two can coexist. They're playing at a high level for us right now."
After Doncic twice led the NBA in usage rate, his burden has dropped a few ticks to its lowest level since his rookie year. The four-time all-star is still averaging 30.5 points, 7.9 rebounds and 7.8 assists -- numbers matched by only Oscar Robertson, Michael Jordan, LeBron James and Russell Westbrook for a season -- but a slight retreat from total ball domination has helped Dallas craft a faster style that is better suited to its recent personnel changes.

Rookie center Dereck Lively II has been key to Dallas's faster style of play. (Tim Heitman/Getty Images)


Though Doncic has long favored a methodical style, the Mavericks have leaped from 28th to seventh in pace and have averaged 119.4 points, up more than five from last season. Playing faster has helped Dallas keep its auxiliary scorers involved with high-percentage looks at the rim and open three-point looks. In addition to Irving, who is difficult to contain off the dribble and in transition, Dallas replaced underwhelming veteran centers with the energetic Lively, a 19-year-old rookie who thrives in an up-and-down style, and floor-spacing forward Grant Williams.
Lively, the 12th pick in June's draft, has proved to be an eager screen-setter and an efficient pick-and-roll finisher, and Kidd has empowered the Duke product as a secondary distributor when opposing defenses collapse into the paint. Thanks to lineups that feature four shooters around Lively, the Mavericks have led the league with 43.2 three-point attempts per game and their stars have enjoyed plenty of space to work.
"It's way easier than last year," Doncic said. "Being a rookie is hard, obviously. [Lively] has amazing potential, and you can see it. Even in his first season, he's been a big impact for us."
While picking up the pace has also helped mask Dallas's defensive ills, underlying weaknesses remain. The Mavericks rank 25th in defensive rating -- no change from last season -- and none of their 10 wins have come against a top-10 offense. Lively has performed admirably as a shot-blocker, but Dallas was beaten by double digits in both games he has missed. Rarely is a teenager so indispensable to a team with playoff aspirations. But backup center Dwight Powell is too small to trust in an expanded role, third-stringer Richaun Holmes brings nothing to the table on offense, and Dallas's undersized forwards, including Williams, are all susceptible to being bullied.
Doncic and Irving are hardly immune from criticism on the defensive end; both are guilty of breakdowns on the perimeter that make life more difficult for the big men behind them. Clippers guard Russell Westbrook repeatedly targeted Doncic on Saturday, celebrating one running layup by pointing at the Slovenian star while shouting, "Go at him!"
Barring unexpected breakthroughs or additional trades, Dallas continues to project as a top-five offense and a bottom-five defense. That approach produced a middling minus-0.2 net rating last season, which has improved only slightly to plus-0.8 this year. As the schedule balances out and the miles accumulate on Doncic and Irving, Dallas's active offseason and speedy style won't translate to real achievement unless the star duo enjoy near-perfect health and keep excelling in late-game situations.
"[Doncic and I] kind of know each other's spots on the floor," Irving said. "We have the utmost respect for one another. Our chemistry will continue to develop the more pressure situations we're in and the tougher teams we play. We've had our fair share of tests. We've done well, but we can still do better."
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Luciano Acosta, who helped spark FC Cincinnati's rise, wins MLS MVP
Acosta, a former D.C. United playmaker, has helped transform FC Cincinnati into the MLS Cup favorite. 
By Steven Goff | 2023-11-28

FC Cincinnati midfielder Luciano Acosta received 60.4 percent of the MVP votes from players, club technical staffers and reporters. (Carolyn Kaster/AP) 


Luciano Acosta, the former D.C. United playmaker who has helped transform FC Cincinnati into the MLS Cup favorite, won the league's MVP award Monday in a landslide vote.
The 29-year-old Argentine received 60.4 percent of the votes from players, club technical staffers and reporters, well ahead of Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga (15 percent) and Atlanta United midfielder Thiago Almada (6.5 percent).
Acosta was the top scoring contributor with 17 goals and 14 assists in 32 regular season appearances for Cincinnati, which won the Supporters' Shield with the best record (20-5-9, 69 points) and is one step from its first appearance in the final.
Cincinnati will welcome the Columbus Crew to TQL Stadium on Saturday in the Eastern Conference final. The winner will host reigning champion LAFC or the Houston Dynamo in the MLS Cup on Dec. 9.
Cincinnati was the worst team in the league in each of its first three seasons before qualifying for the playoffs last year. Since joining the club in 2021, Acosta has 34 goals and 43 assists in 93 regular season appearances.
The 5-foot-3, 135-pound midfielder arrived in MLS at 21, joining D.C. in 2016 on loan from Argentine club Boca Juniors. After that promising first season, United acquired him on a permanent transfer.
He remained an inconsistent performer until 2018, when he forged a lethal partnership with English striker Wayne Rooney and earned Best XI all-league honors with 10 goals and 17 assists.
After a transfer to French power Paris Saint-Germain failed to materialize, Acosta struggled in 2019. His contract expired, and he signed with Mexican club Atlas for 14 unremarkable months.
With Acosta seeking to return to MLS, Cincinnati acquired his league rights from United for a modest fee ($250,000 in general allocation money and financial incentives). United has not advanced to the playoffs since Acosta and Rooney departed after the 2019 season.
Acosta is the 10th consecutive foreign-born player to win MLS's top award. The most recent American winner was Chicago Fire forward Mike Magee in 2013.
Two others from Cincinnati won awards: Pat Noonan (coach) and Matt Miazga (defender). Bouanga won the Golden Boot for most goals (18), and the 22-year-old Almada, a member of Argentina's World Cup championship squad last year, was named top young player.
St. Louis's Roman Burki won goalkeeper of the year honors, and Atlanta's Giorgos Giakoumakis (17 goals) beat out Lionel Messi, Inter Miami's celebrated midseason signing, for newcomer of the year.
Sporting Kansas City forward Alan Pulido, who missed the 2022 season with a knee injury, was voted comeback player of the year after recording 14 goals and three assists.
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A Saturday so rich in spellbinding fourth downs, it deserves some awards
So many of the biggest plays on the biggest of college football Saturdays happened on fourth down that it just seems right to reward the best of the best.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2023-11-27

Alabama wide receiver Isaiah Bond's late touchdown to beat Auburn was clearly the fourth down of the year. (Vasha Hunt/AP)


Hello and welcome to the Fourth Down Awards, noting achievements on fourth down after a college football Saturday stuffed with humongous fourth downs that tilted games, seasons, fates, other people's fates, moods, careers, blood-alcohol levels and playoff berths. This comes in a nation that has changed its relationship with fourth down, which has gone from a time of caution to a time of, well, metrics.
Before we get to Fourth Down of the Year, which is so obvious it's blaring from down on the Plains of eastern Alabama, let's begin with Most Audacious Fourth Down, from clear up in Seattle. With 75 seconds left Saturday night and an 11-0 record and a playoff chance trembling like an apple on a branch in a gust, No. 4 Washington stood tied at 21 with fourth and one and the ball on its own 29-yard line against Washington State in the annual festival of contempt, the Apple Cup.
Your grandparents, great-grandparents and all the know-it-all uncles and aunts of all the Thanksgivings all would have told you to punt (except maybe that one who was kind of nutty anyway).
The Huskies took a timeout, and how did the ensuing decision to go for it rate on the all-time risk-o-meter of Kalen DeBoer, the Huskies' fantastic second-year coach? "It's up there," DeBoer would smile and tell reporters. "It's up there."
The play that happened took it up to the risk rafters even more. It did not involve some mano-a-mano push with a blob of bodies. It did not adhere to all the ancient texts. The running backs did not run. The quarterback did not sneak. No, Michael Penix Jr. did his due reading and saw this on his left: "I was just looking at the guy on the end of the defense, and he squeezed in, and it was just a lot of grass out there."
Soon, elite wide receiver Rome Odunze ran alone upon that green grass, halted only once 23 yards upfield. He ran alone because he started on the right, moved leftward through the backfield and took a pitch -- a pitch! -- from Penix. He ran alone just ahead of Grady Gross's 42-yard field goal that meant Washington would tote a 12-0 record to the Pac-12 monster title game against No. 6 Oregon (11-1), the team it edged, 36-33, on Oct. 14.
"There's some moving pieces to that [fourth-down play]," DeBoer said, "and you've got to trust your players to read things right, have great timing, execute."
That's mighty trust.
There ought to be an award for Best Hidden Fourth Down, that fourth down that gets deluged by so many subsequent plays that it doesn't even come up all that much in the postgame babble. That one goes to some Cowboys.
With a harrowing 3:17 left in a bout with visiting BYU, Oklahoma State faced both a 24-21 deficit -- it had been 24-6 -- and a fourth and two from its own 42-yard line. Now the Cowboys and their winding-road-with-cliffs season had dragged along their beloved Oklahoma Sooners, because if this play didn't work and the Cowboys lost, Oklahoma would go play Texas in the Big 12 championship game. If it worked, though, Oklahoma State could secure a trip to the Jerry Jones palace just two months after it lost, 33-7, at home to South Alabama, which has gone on to go 6-6 and place third in the Sun Belt West, which isn't bad but doesn't hint at that particular 33-7.
Quarterback Alan Bowman, formerly of Texas Tech and Michigan, faked a handoff to Ollie Gordon II, who would finish with 166 rushing yards and five touchdowns. Bowman then flipped a pass to the right to running back Jaden Nixon, who crossed the 40 with a defender squarely up ahead.
He reached the 42 as they nearly converged.
He reached the 43 as they did.
He would need the 44, so Nixon took his momentum and his 5-foot-10 and his 185 pounds and wriggled and wrestled past BYU defender Eddie Heckard to wind up sprawled around the 46. Oklahoma State (9-3, 7-2 in the Big 12) won, 40-34, in double overtime and heads for Texas. The sport in general remained some madcap wonder, unsuitable for analysis.
"You've been watching college football a long time," Oklahoma State Coach Mike Gundy said to a questioner, the great Berry Tramel, long of the Oklahoman, nowadays of Sellout Crowd. "What odds would you have given us?"
"Thousand to one," Tramel eventually said.
"Thank you," Gundy said. "I would have given you five thousand to one."
Such bets might have paid but for that fourth down.
For Fourth Down Special Commendation, it's No. 5 Florida State, which, like Washington, spent Saturday night with both a teetering 11-0 record and a certain fourth down. The Seminoles' fourth and three in their annual lovefest against Florida at Gainesville wasn't quite so dire: Florida 34-yard line, 11:16 left, 15-14 deficit.
It's the play itself that shouts. Tate Rodemaker, the backup quarterback called in because of Jordan Travis's great-big bummer of an injury, zinged one toward Ja'Khi Douglas on a slant. Douglas held on to it for a 10-yard gain despite having Florida cornerback Jaydon Hill just about draped upon him with unkind intent. The Seminoles got a go-ahead field goal to gain a lead and soothe some pressure. They won, 24-15, to reach 12-0 and keep the College Football Playoff puzzle puzzling.
Best General Fourth-Down Management, of course, goes to Michigan pinch-hit head coach Sherrone Moore, who went 3-for-3 in the first half in that colossus of a tussle against Ohio State. Those three fourth downs came against a defense that came in No. 2 in the country in yards per play. They came from the Ohio State 1-yard line early on when a field goal might have been understandable, from the Ohio State 39-yard line and from the Ohio State 29-yard line. Blake Corum dived in. Blake Corum leaped across. And J.J. McCarthy flipped a pass to the right to Colston Loveland.
"Coach Moore said at the beginning of the game," Corum said, "he's not calling this game scared."
And finally, Fourth Down of the Year, which by 2029 might vie for Fourth Down of the Decade. "So," Alabama Coach Nick Saban began to reporters in Auburn, Ala., "do I really need to say anything?"
It's unforgettable already, but the details: Forty-three seconds remained. Alabama trailed Auburn 24-20 in a game each side seems to enjoy winning in part because it means the other doesn't. Alabama had ridden a slapstick grotesquerie of plays from the Auburn 7-yard line back to the Auburn 31-yard line. Alabama faced either fourth and 31 or fourth and goal, as you wish.
"Never give up," quarterback Jalen Milroe said he kept telling himself. "Never give up."
The pass that left Milroe's hand made an express-train trip past so many Auburn stomachs about to sicken, to the back left corner of the end zone, to Isaiah Bond, a charismatic wide receiver who said he saw the ball coming, jockeyed for some position against a nearby defender and thought, "It's mine." It landed both in Bond's hands and beyond belief. It provided a coveted Iron Bowl win unearthed from the dirt 10 years after another such famous Iron Bowl ending, and two years after another Alabama escape on a 97-yard drive that forced overtime (while featuring a fourth and seven). It kept 2023 Alabama afloat on the turbulent playoff ship. It kept the SEC championship game -- Alabama (11-1) vs. Georgia (12-0) -- sumptuous.
" 'Big-time players make big-time plays.' ... That's one quote my mom instilled in me as a young child," Bond said. What portentous parenting, Penny Bond.
This latest implausible play to pile atop the steep Iron Bowl lore hatched from a practice routine Saban said happens on Fridays as "everybody runs down the field and runs varying routes in the end zone."
A reporter asked for the name of the play.
"If the play had a name, I wouldn't tell you what it was," Saban said.
A reporter asked Bond for the name of the play.
"Gravedigger," Bond said.
On the American custom of fourth down, the gravedigger often lurks.
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Thirty years ago, Maryland's epic win over Georgetown changed everything
Duane Simpkins's floater in overtime lifted the Terps to an 84-83 win over the 15th-ranked Hoyas on Nov. 26, 1993, putting Maryland back on the map.
By Scott Allen | 2023-11-27

The scoreboard at USAir Arena after Maryland's overtime win over Georgetown on Nov. 26, 1993. (YouTube) (ESPN)


On Nov. 26, 1993, the Georgetown and Maryland men's basketball teams met for the first time in 13 years in a nationally televised season-opening game at USAir Arena.
With 13 seconds remaining in overtime and Maryland trailing the 15th-ranked Hoyas by one, Terrapins sophomore guard Duane Simpkins penetrated into the lane and lofted a floater over the outstretched hand of Georgetown forward Don Reid.
Thirty years later, Simpkins's game-winning shot still resonates. It marked the turning point for a Maryland program that had been surpassed and then shunned by Georgetown over the previous decade, and it helped tilt the college basketball balance of power in the D.C. area back to College Park.
"That game gave us and our fans the idea that we could be good again," Hall of Fame Maryland Coach Gary Williams, who was in his fifth season with the Terrapins, said in a recent phone interview. "It certainly has a place among the most significant games in the history of Maryland basketball."
The first recorded meeting between Georgetown and Maryland after Maryland began fielding a varsity team took place Feb. 15, 1911, at the Arcade Rink in Columbia Heights. The quality of play left something to be desired.

The Washington Post Sports page from Feb. 12, 1911. (The Washington Post)


"Both teams showed a lack of everything that goes to make up the game but aggressiveness, but despite all the faulty playing this feature and the closeness of the score kept the attention of the spectators," The Washington Post reported after Georgetown's win.
With the exception of three years during World War II, Georgetown and Maryland met every season from 1934-35 to 1975-76. From 1951 to 1964, the schools played a home-and-home series, with one game in D.C. and one game in College Park, every year. The rivalry intensified when Coach Lefty Driesell arrived at Maryland in 1969 and Georgetown hired John Thompson three years later.
Everything changed Dec. 5, 1979, when Georgetown and Maryland squared off in the second game of a local doubleheader at the D.C. Armory. Incidentally, American, which was coached by Williams at the time, lost to Navy in the event's first contest.
With less than five minutes remaining in the first half and the Hoyas holding a slim lead, Georgetown center Ed Spriggs was called for a technical foul for hanging on the rim. As Thompson protested the call, Maryland forward Ernest Graham walked over and patted him on the head.
"I was just telling him that he was too big to get that mad," Graham said afterward.
Thompson, who was angry that Driesell had lobbied for the call, gestured toward the Maryland bench. A heated verbal altercation between the coaches ensued, and they didn't shake hands after the Hoyas' 83-71 win.
"I'm upset about it," Driesell, who was without injured center Buck Williams, told reporters after the game. "Yeah, in fact I'm real upset at [Thompson]. But no, I ain't going to comment any further. I got nothing else to say about it. ... If we'd had the best center in the country in the game, I think we would've whipped their tails."

The Washington Post Sports front from Dec. 6, 1979. (The Washington Post)


Georgetown and Maryland met again three months later, in the regional semifinals of the 1980 NCAA tournament in Philadelphia. Thompson and Driesell shook hands after the Hoyas' 74-68 win, which would be the schools' last showdown for more than a decade.
Factors beyond the frosty relationship between Thompson and Driesell contributed to the series going dormant. Georgia Tech had recently joined the ACC, adding two more conference games to Maryland's schedule. The Big East, which was founded in 1979, added Villanova as its eighth member in 1980 and moved to a schedule in which teams played each other twice every season. Nonconference schedules were de-emphasized.
Georgetown enjoyed a decade of dominance under Thompson, winning the 1984 national title and making two other trips to the championship game. Maryland fell on hard times after Len Bias's death from a cocaine overdose in 1986. Gary Williams returned to his alma mater as coach in 1989, tasked with rebuilding a program put on probation by the NCAA for violations committed by his predecessor, Bob Wade.
Williams was immediately interested in reviving the rivalry with Georgetown, but Thompson, whose team was the preeminent college basketball program in the area, decided he had nothing to gain by playing Maryland. When the Big East added two December conference games in 1993, Thompson, looking for an early-season tuneup, finally relented.
"We were just so happy to be able to play him," Williams said. "We would've played that game on campus at McDonough [Arena] if that's what it took."
Former Virginia state senator Russ Potts, who formed a sports marketing firm after working in the Maryland athletic department from 1970 to 1977, was instrumental in organizing the game.
"Ten years it took me to pull this off," Potts, who guaranteed Georgetown and Maryland $125,000 to play, told The Post in 1993. "One year I had the whole thing put together, and John [Thompson] and Lefty [Driesell] couldn't agree on what officials to use, and the whole thing fell apart. Every year it was something else."

Gary Williams and John Thompson. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) (The Washington Post)


Despite a 2 p.m. tip-off on the day after Thanksgiving and the hefty $29.50 ticket price necessitated by Potts's financial guarantee, 13,761 fans showed up at USAir Arena in Landover for the renewal of the rivalry.
"That was probably the only game on ESPN, so we had the whole nation watching that game," Williams said.
Coming off a 12-16 season, Maryland started a pair of freshmen in highly touted Keith Booth and relative unknown Joe Smith alongside three sophomores. Georgetown, led by the reigning Big East freshman of the year, center Othella Harrington, had failed to qualify for the NCAA tournament for the first time in 15 years despite winning 20 games. The Hoyas were heavy favorites, and while the contest was a home game for Georgetown, the crowd was decidedly pro-Maryland.
"I remember looking in the stand during layup lines and just seeing so much red," Simpkins said in a recent phone interview.
Maryland started fast. Smith, who starred at Maury High in Norfolk, announced his presence on a first-half possession after receiving a pass in front of the Georgetown bench, where the 6-foot-10 Thompson stood, as always, with a towel draped over his shoulder.
"Joe put the ball on the floor with his left hand and took one dribble and dunked it over Othella Harrington," Williams recalled 30 years later. "John slowly turned and looked down the bench like, 'Who the hell was that?' Nobody knew who Joe was. They knew after that game, though."
Smith finished with 26 points, a record for a Maryland player in his debut, to go along with nine rebounds and three steals. Still, Georgetown led 38-28 at halftime and 51-37 with less than 13 minutes remaining.
Thanks to its pressing defense, Maryland rallied and led by four late, but Georgetown guard George Butler, a junior-college transfer who scored 20 of his 21 points after halftime, sent the game into overtime with a three-pointer with 4.6 seconds to play. It was the Hoyas' only field goal over the final eight minutes of regulation.
Georgetown senior guard Joey Brown banked in an NBA-range three-pointer as the shot clock expired to give the Hoyas an 83-80 lead with a minute remaining in overtime. After Booth made two free throws to cut the deficit to one with 39 seconds left, Williams called a timeout and inserted seldom-used junior forward Kurtis Shultz. The only upperclassman in uniform for the Terps was put in the game to foul, but he came away with a steal of an errant pass by Kevin Millen.

Maryland's Duane Simpkins puts up a shot against Georgetown in 1993. Simpkins hit the game-winning shot in overtime. (Maryland Athletics)


Out of a Maryland timeout with 13.7 seconds remaining, Simpkins dribbled slowly into the frontcourt before accelerating past Brown and into the lane. The former DeMatha Catholic star had been instructed to pass the ball if a Georgetown defender collapsed on him, but he instead flipped a shot over Reid, who had left Smith open beneath the basket. The ball fell straight through the net to give the Terps the lead, and when Georgetown failed to get a shot off at the other end, the Maryland bench erupted.
"The Terps are back!" ESPN play-by-play man Dave Woloshin said as Maryland celebrated a rare win over a ranked team.
"When I watch the replay now, as a coach, I look at myself driving, and I'm like, 'The dude is wide open -- just drop it off to him,' " Simpkins, who is in his first year as the head coach at American, said this week. "As a player, I didn't predetermine I was going to shoot the ball. That offseason, I had worked a ton on my floaters because my freshman year I really struggled at the rim. I think it was almost muscle memory once I drove the ball that hard."
The Post reported that Maryland's players "reacted almost as if they'd won a national championship." Simpkins slapped hands with Maryland radio announcer Johnny Holliday before jumping onto the press table with his fists in the air as his teammates danced at midcourt.
"I would have been very upset if we had lost that game," Williams told reporters afterward. "But even if we had lost, I would have felt two days from now this was a great college basketball game. ... This was one of those you remember for the rest of your life."

The Washington Post Sports front from Nov. 27, 1993. (TWP/The Washington Post)


"If this is the highlight of our season," Williams said after the win, "we won't have a very good season."
Williams also gave the Terps' fan base license to celebrate.
"I want everyone associated with Maryland basketball to enjoy this day," he said. "Don't worry about anything else -- yet."
Simpkins didn't understand just how meaningful beating Georgetown was to people in the area until he arrived back at his dorm room to find the red light on his answering machine and 45 to 50 voice-mail messages waiting for him.
Maryland had a home game against Cornell the next day, and Williams was understandably wary of a letdown. His team jumped out to a 17-0 lead en route to a 92-41 win.
The Terps started the season 12-3, and in January they were ranked in the Associated Press top 25 for the first time since the second week of the 1985-86 campaign. They qualified for the NCAA tournament for the first time since 1988 and upset second-seeded Massachusetts in the second round before falling to Michigan in the Sweet 16. It was the first of 11 consecutive trips to the NCAA tournament under Williams, including the program's first and only national title in 2002.
The win over Georgetown made it all possible.
"When you beat a ranked team, no matter who you had to play, at least you could go on the court and know you could compete if you played well, so that game helped us that year," Williams, who still teases Simpkins about his decision to shoot the ball, said this week. "Duane's shot was one of the biggest shots during my coaching career. That changed the world. We went from winning two regular season ACC games [in 1992-93] to the Sweet 16. ... We were able to get the crowd back in Cole Field House. That game and that year meant a lot to Maryland basketball."
Simpkins grew up in Prince George's County as a fan of both Georgetown and Maryland. He was enamored by the Hoyas' physical style of play, but he wasn't recruited by Georgetown because of the long-standing feud between Thompson and legendary DeMatha Coach Morgan Wootten. During his four years in College Park, Simpkins took great pride in helping put Maryland back on the map.
"As a coach, I know how hard it is to turn a program around," said Simpkins, whose American squad lost an overtime thriller to Georgetown last Sunday. "... When you have a big win against a really big opponent, that can kind of be the jump-start to things to come. I love the fact that Juan Dixon, Steve Blake, Lonny Baxter and those guys won a national championship -- they did a tremendous job. But I can honestly look back and say that I was a part of a team that helped make that happen."
After their 1993 classic, Maryland and Georgetown wouldn't play again in the regular season until 2008. The Terps and Hoyas played a home-and-home series in 2015 and 2016, and the schools' current coaches, Kevin Willard and Ed Cooley, have discussed resuming the rivalry as soon as next year.
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TV and radio listings: November 27
TV and radio listings
By Washington Post Staff | 2023-11-27
NFL
8:15 p.m. Chicago at Minnesota >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2), ESPN
NBA
7 p.m. Washington at Detroit >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
7 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers at Philadelphia >>> NBA TV
10:30 p.m. Denver at Los Angeles Clippers >>> NBA TV
NHL
10:30 p.m. Washington at San Jose >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6:30 p.m. Oakland at Xavier >>> Fox Sports 1
7 p.m. New Hampshire at Connecticut >>> CBS Sports Network
7 p.m. Western Illinois at Wisconsin >>> Big Ten Network
11 p.m. Utah at St. Mary's >>> ESPNU
SOCCER
3 p.m. English Premier League: Wolverhampton at Fulham >>> USA Network
3:30 a.m. (Tuesday) FIFA Under-17 World Cup, semifinal: Argentina vs. Germany >>> Fox Sports 1
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College football coaching vacancies: Who's in, who's out
The college football coaching carousel is in full swing. Keep tabs on who's in and who's out .
By Matt Bonesteel, Cindy  Boren | 2023-11-27
As the college football season winds down, the coaching carousel is gaining speed. Here's a look at the programs that will have new faces on the sideline next season.
Out: Texas A&M fired Jimbo Fisher on Nov. 12 before the end of his sixth season in College Station, deciding instead to pay a record $76 million buyout to make him go away. Fisher went 45-25 at Texas A&M after a successful tenure at Florida State, but he was only 27-21 in SEC play and just 19-15 after signing a contract extension in 2021.
In: Texas A&M announced Monday that is hiring Duke Coach Mike Elko, a former Aggies defensive coordinator. Elko went 16-9 in two seasons leading the Blue Devils, who upset No. 9 Clemson to open the season and reached No. 16 in the AP poll before falling back.
Out: Zach Arnett lasted only 11 games at Mississippi State, which fired him Nov. 13. Arnett, formerly the Bulldogs' defensive coordinator, took over the program after the death of coach Mike Leach in 2022 and was in the first year of a four-year contract that paid him $3 million annually.
In: Mississippi State hired Oklahoma offensive coordinator Jeff Lebby on Sunday. Lebby spent the past two seasons with the Sooners after a two-year stint in the same role at Mississippi.
Out: San Diego State announced Nov. 13 that Coach Brady Hoke will retire at the end of the season. The Aztecs will not be eligible for a bowl game for the first time since 2009.
Possible replacements: Arnett could find himself back on his feet at San Diego State, according to ESPN. He was an assistant with the Aztecs from 2011 to 2019. The Athletic's Bruce Feldman also lists Washington offensive coordinator Ryan Grubb, Oregon State offensive coordinator Brian Lindgren, Missouri offensive coordinator Kirby Moore, former Boise State and Auburn coach Bryan Harsin, Baltimore Ravens quarterbacks coach Tee Martin, Arizona offensive coordinator Brennan Carroll and quarterbacks coach Jimmie Dougherty, UNLV offensive coordinator Brennan Marion, Texas special teams coordinator Jeff Banks, Nebraska defensive coordinator Tony White and Oklahoma analyst Matt Wells as potential candidates.
Out: The school fired coach Andy Avalos on Nov. 12 even though Boise State remained alive for a berth in the Mountain West championship game. Avalos finished his tenure with a 22-14 record over two-plus seasons as the Broncos' coach. He won 10 games in 2022, but the prospect of the first losing season since 1997 apparently was too much for school administrators to bear.
Possible replacements: Harsin, a former Boise State quarterback who led the Broncos to a 69-19 record as Boise State's coach from 2014 to 2020 before leaving for a disastrous tenure at Auburn, is seen as a candidate to return. Grubb, Los Angeles Chargers offensive coordinator Kellen Moore (also a former Broncos quarterback), Kirby Moore (Kellen's brother and a former Broncos wide receiver), Texas co-defensive coordinator Jeff Choate, Montana State Coach Brent Vigen, Toronto Argonauts Coach Ryan Dinwiddie, Pittsburgh Steelers assistant defensive backs coach Gerald Alexander and Colorado offensive coordinator Sean Lewis are the names being pitched by the Athletic. Almost all of them have at least some tie to the school.
Out: Michigan State fired Mel Tucker for cause in September after USA Today revealed the school was investigating a sexual harassment claim made against him. Tucker went 20-14 in three-plus seasons.
In: Michigan State hired Oregon State coach Jonathan Smith on Saturday.
Out: Smith left the Beavers to take the top job at Michigan State.
Possible replacements: With the collapse of the Pac-12, the Beavers' next coach will face a number of challenges. Harsin, Lindgren, Oregon State defensive coordinator Trent Bray, San Jose State coach Brent Brennan, LSU offensive coordinator Mike Denbrock, Washington offensive coordinator Ryan Grubb and UNLV Coach Barry Odom are the names suggested by Jon Wilner of the San Jose Mercury News.
Out: Northwestern fired Pat Fitzgerald in July amid hazing allegations made against the program by former players. Fitzgerald, a former Wildcats player, had been Northwestern's coach since 2006, compiling a 110-101 record.
In: Northwestern announced Nov. 15 it will elevate interim coach David Braun to the full-time job. He led the Wildcats to a somewhat surprising 7-5 record this season and is the first Northwestern coach to win at least five games in his first season since Walter McCornack in 1903. The five victories were more than Northwestern had in 2021 and 2022 combined.
Out: Syracuse fired Dino Babers on Nov. 19 after the Orange's second consecutive late-season collapse. Babers was 41-55 at Syracuse with only two winning seasons.
Possible replacements: ESPN lists White, Toledo Coach Jason Candle, former BYU/Virginia coach Bronco Mendenhall, former Syracuse coach Doug Marrone, former Temple/Miami coach Al Golden, James Madison Coach Curt Cignetti, Ohio State defensive coordinator Jim Knowles, Colorado assistant coach Sean Lewis, Holy Cross Coach Bob Chesney, Kentucky offensive coordinator Liam Coen and Pittsburgh Steelers defensive coordinator Teryl Austin as candidates for the job.
Out: The Hoosiers fired Tom Allen on Sunday, the day after the team finished its third consecutive losing season with a loss to Purdue. Allen ended his time at Indiana with a 33-49 record, including 3-9 this season. The school announced that he had agreed to a buyout to be paid in two installments of $7.75 million from donor funds, down from a buyout initially reported to be worth $20 million.
Possible replacements: Indiana's last 14 coaches have departed with a losing record, but some names to watch, according to the Athletic, include Candle, Tulane Coach Willie Fritz, South Alabama Coach Kane Wommack, Western Kentucky Coach Tyson Helton, Ohio State associate head coach Justin Frye, Colorado offensive coordinator Sean Lewis and New Mexico State coach Jerry Kill.
Out: Dana Holgorsen was fired Sunday after falling to 4-8 with a 27-13 loss to Central Florida. Holgorsen was 31-28 in five years at the school, which said "the results on the field fell below our standards of excellence."
Possible replacements: Texas San Antonio Coach Jeff Traylor, USC senior offensive analyst and QB coach Kliff Kingsbury, and Tulane Coach Willie Fritz are among the possible successors to Holgorsen, the Houston Chronicle reported.
Out: Elko reportedly is leaving the Blue Devils to take the head coaching job at Texas A&M.
Out: UTEP fired Dana Dimel on Sunday after six seasons, five of them sub-. 500 finishes. The Miners finished 3-9 this season, the fourth time under Dimel that they failed to exceed three victories on the season.
Possible replacements: Marion, Banks, White, Baylor offensive coordinator Jeff Grimes (a UTEP alum), Texas Tech associate head coach Kenny Perry, Wells, UTEP wide receivers coach Emmett Jones, Idaho Coach Jason Eck and Texas State offensive coordinator Mack Leftwich are among the names being mentioned a replacements at UTEP.
Out: Louisiana-Monroe fired Terry Bowden on Sunday after three losing seasons. Bowden, son of legendary Florida State coach Bobby Bowden, went 10-26 with the Warhawks, who haven't been to a bowl game since 2012.
Possible replacements: Oklahoma State quarterbacks coach Tim Rattay, former UAB/New Mexico offensive coordinator Bryant Vincent and former ULM offensive coordinator Steve Farmer have been mentioned as possibilities.
Out: New Mexico fired Danny Gonzales on Saturday after four seasons and an 11-32 record. The Albuquerque native and former Lobos player led the team to a 4-8 record this past season.
Possible replacements: The Athletic suggests Harsin, Mendenhall, Wells, Eck, Vigen, former Navy coach Ken Niumatalolo and former TCU coach Gary Patterson as possible replacements for the Lobos.
Out: Rick Stockstill, who had been the Blue Raiders' coach since 2006, was fired on Monday. Stockstill had the fourth-longest active tenure at one Football Bowl Subdivision program and had taken Middle Tennessee to 10 bowl games entering the season, but Middle Tennessee finished 4-8.
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Football Top 20: Good Counsel reigns, SMAC shines, Freedom rolls again
Maryland state championships and Virginia state semifinals will be played this week, along with the DCSAA Class AA title game.
By Washington Post Staff | 2023-11-27

Isaiah Coleman and North Point pounded Blake in a Maryland Class 4A/3A semifinal Friday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


After four years on varsity, one of the most impressive classes in the country fulfilled its destiny in Tuesday's Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championship game as No. 1 Good Counsel scored early and protected its lead against No. 4 DeMatha. The Falcons, WCAC champions for the first time since 2019, met the mettle the game necessitated, eschewing their usual ultra-intelligent offensive brand of football for something that would work in a rainy, windy slop of a title bout: They toughed it out.
"They knew we were special, and we finally lived up to that potential everyone said we had," said senior wide receiver Elijah Moore, a Florida State commit.
Elsewhere, the Southern Maryland Athletic Conference staked its claim as the best football region in the state, with three teams (North Point, Calvert and Huntingtown) reaching state championship games and two more (Patuxent and Northern) falling in the semifinals this past week. In Maryland's 4A classification, it will be Prince George's County power No. 5 Wise (the top-ranked Maryland public school) against Anne Arundel County heavyweight No. 10 Broadneck (the biggest riser, up from No. 19) for the state title.
In Northern Virginia, No. 2 Freedom (Woodbridge) proved again it remains as formidable as any local program as it amassed a 43-0 halftime lead against No. 14 Battlefield for its 27th straight win. In Saturday's Class 6 state semifinals, the Eagles will play No. 8 Madison in a rematch of last year's state championship game. No. 9 Tuscarora also entered the top 10 for the first time this season, edging Champe to reach the Class 4 semifinals, while No. 12 Stone Bridge returns to the Class 5 state semifinals and No. 19 Brentsville District enters the rankings after a third straight region title.
The Falcons captured their first WCAC title since 2019 in a rainy 7-0 win over No. 4 DeMatha.
Last ranked: 1; Next: Season complete.
With a 50-7 shellacking of Battlefield, the Eagles moved on to the state semifinals.
LR: 2; Next: Saturday vs. No. 8 Madison, 2 p.m.
The back-to-back Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association champions elevated to national consideration this year.
LR: 4; Next: Season complete.
The Stags fell just short in the WCAC championship game for the second straight year.
LR: 3; Next: Season complete.
A 62-21 master class against Eleanor Roosevelt in the Maryland Class 4A semifinals puts the Pumas one win from their first title since 2019.
LR: 5; Next: Friday vs. No. 10 Broadneck at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
The Eagles can repeat as state champions with a win this week after powering past Blake in the Maryland Class 4A/3A semifinals, 28-7.
LR: 6; Next: Saturday vs. Mergenthaler Vocational Technical, 3:30 p.m.
The Knights roll into the D.C. State Athletic Association Class AA championship game after dispatching H.D. Woodson, 42-0.
LR: 7; Next: Saturday vs. No. 17 Dunbar, 3:30 p.m.
The Warhawks, region champions for the fourth straight year, will try to avenge last season's championship game loss to Freedom (Woodbridge).
LR: 9; Next: Saturday at No. 2 Freedom (Woodbridge), 2 p.m.
A last-minute touchdown reception by junior Dawson Pough sent the Huskies to the Virginia Class 4 state semifinals.
LR: 12; Next: Saturday vs. Salem, 2 p.m.
The Bruins punched their ticket to the state championship game for the first time since 2003 by thumping Churchill, 31-7.
LR: 19; Next: Friday vs. No. 5 Wise at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
A 32-yard field goal from senior Keith "Boot" Baker sent the Cavaliers past Forest Park, 17-14, and into the Maryland Class 2A/1A title game.
LR: 14; Next: Friday vs. Dunbar at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, 4 p.m.
After a 29-6 drubbing of Briar Woods in Virginia's Class 5, the Bulldogs are two wins from another state title following their supremacy in the spring and fall of 2021.
LR: 15; Next: Saturday vs. Matoaca, 2 p.m.
Following a 39-20 win over Fairfax, the Bruins are back in the state semifinals for the first time in more than a decade.
LR: 20; Next: Saturday at Highland Springs, 2 p.m.
The Bobcats had their state title aspirations were extinguished in a blowout loss to No. 2 Freedom (Woodbridge).
LR: 8; Next: Season complete.
The Cadets were powered by WCAC co-offensive player of the year Da'Jaun Riggs this season.
LR: 11; Next: Season complete.
The Little Hoyas were a force in the Interstate Athletic Conference behind co-offensive player of the year Colin Reynolds.
LR: 16; Next: Season complete.
The bully-ball-oriented Turkey Bowl champion will play Friendship Collegiate in the DCSAA championship game.
LR: Not ranked; Next: Saturday at No. 7 Friendship Collegiate, 3:30 p.m.
The Hurricanes are back in the state championship game for the first time since 2012 after a 27-7 win over Walkersville.
LR: NR; Next: Thursday vs. Stephen Decatur at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, 7 p.m.
A last-minute touchdown pass from Trent Hayes to Tyler Owens sent the Tigers to their third straight semifinal.
LR: NR; Next: Saturday at Lafayette, 7 p.m.
The Bulldogs were stymied in the state semifinals, bringing a memorable season to a close.
LR: 10; Next: Season complete.
On the bubble: Blake, Fairfax, Patuxent, Quince Orchard, South Lakes
Dropped out: No. 13 Blake, No. 17 Quince Orchard, No. 18 C.H. Flowers
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NameDrop is safe. The fearmongering about it is not.
Local police have been warning about the safety of the NameDrop feature in iPhones to wirelessly share contact information. Don't worry. They're wrong. 
By Shira Ovide | 2023-11-27

NameDrop is a feature on iOS 17. (Apple)


This article is a preview of The Tech Friend newsletter. Sign up here to get it in your inbox every Tuesday and Friday.
Some police departments and news organizations have been warning people about what they say are safety risks of a new iPhone feature called NameDrop that you can use to share contact information wirelessly.
The truth: NameDrop is quite safe. The warnings about this technology are wildly exaggerated.
Chester Wisniewski, a digital security specialist at Sophos, called the warnings about NameDrop "hysteria" and "nonsense."
So you shouldn't worry about NameDrop. But you should worry that police and news organizations are failing you by sounding false alarms about technology.
Unfortunately, this isn't the first time.
Despite warnings from law enforcement and others, it is safe for nearly everyone to use public WiFi or plug your phone into chargers in places such as coffee shops and airports. And contrary to scary messages recently from French regulators, there's little radiation risk from your smartphone.
There are plenty of things that are legitimately scary about the technology in our lives without wasting your energy worrying about negligible risks such as NameDrop.
I'll walk through the truth about NameDrop and how to turn it off if you prefer. No matter what, though, everyone in a position of authority needs to do better to separate the legitimate fears about technology from fearmongering.
That's Apple's name for a feature recently introduced for newer iPhones and Apple Watch devices. When your Apple device and someone else's come very close together, your might see a pop-up message asking if you want to save the other person's contact information or share a photo.
This feature works slightly differently from a similar Apple feature called AirDrop that terrible people sometimes abuse to send profane photographs to strangers nearby.
AirDrop works with Apple devices that are roughly 30 feet or so away from one another, and if you have both WiFi and Bluetooth turned on for your phone.
Apple says that NameDrop only works if your Apple device is within a few centimeters of another one. For those of us clueless about the metric system, that's roughly an inch or two.
Each of the devices needs to be unlocked for NameDrop to work, and you have to pick which pieces of contact information you want to share.
There is always a risk that a creep or crook gets within a couple of inches from your phone and you mistakenly agree to share your contact information with them. But it's unlikely that you'll share contact information without intending to.
Why then, have police departments in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Oklahoma and other places posted similar Facebook messages warning about the privacy risk of NameDrop? I don't know.
I have instructions below if you want to turn off NameDrop. But it's also fine if you don't want to bother.
It might be smarter if Apple hadn't turned this feature on automatically -- not for safety reasons, but because it's a feature that most people won't use that often and it can be annoying.
If you own two Apple devices and bring them close together, they might nudge you to share your contact information with yourself.
To turn off NameDrop, tap on the Settings app on your iPhone, then General - AirDrop - and turn off the button for "Bringing Devices Together." (When you turn it off, the color changes from green to gray.)
You can always turn NameDrop back on to share your phone number, email address or photos with a new friend.
While you're at it, it's smart to make sure your AirDrop is set to either "Receiving Off" or "Contacts Only." That way you lower the risk of getting unwanted photos or files from strangers near you.
We spend too much time worrying about the wrong things in technology. And that is partly the fault of public officials and news organizations that can make anything sound scarier than it really is.
Almost no one has been able to identify examples of "juice jacking," the term that law enforcement uses for the risk of criminals planting software that steals your personal data when you use phone chargers in places such as malls and airports.
If you know you're a target of government spies or other snooping, definitely don't use phone chargers in public places.
But consider how hard it is for crooks to do this. A thief may have to physically go to the airport or mall to sneak in a rogue phone charger. They have easier ways to steal your personal information.
Months ago, I got an email from a worried reader asking about the risk of credit cards with technology that lets you tap to pay at stores. As with juice jacking, this risk is not zero that a criminal could get close enough to your credit cards to steal the numbers.
But as with juice jacking, the risk is teeny. A criminal or spy would have to get very close to your credit card and own specialized equipment. It's possible, but most crime is boring, not like a James Bond movie. There are far easier ways to steal your credit card information.
You and I live in the real world where we cannot be on guard for every threat. Don't worry about NameDrop. But worry about wasting your time on risks that don't matter.
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Elon Musk meets with Netanyahu in Israel, tours kibbutz attacked by Hamas
The SpaceX founder said he found it troubling to see the joy on the faces of Hamas militants as they killed innocent people. 
By Jennifer Hassan, Aaron Gregg | 2023-11-27

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, takes Elon Musk, left, on a tour of the Kfar Aza kibbutz on Monday. (Amos Ben-Gershom/GPO/Getty Images)


Elon Musk met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday in Israel, where the pair toured the Kfar Aza kibbutz, one of the Jewish communities attacked by Hamas militants during their Oct. 7 cross-border assault.
After touring the scene of the violence, Musk was shown a video documenting some of the atrocities that took place, according to a conversation between the two men broadcast afterward on X, formerly known as Twitter. Musk said it was jarring to visit the site and troubling to see the joy on the faces of Hamas militants as they killed innocent people.
"It's one thing obviously if civilians die accidentally, but it's another thing to revel in the joy of killing civilians. ... That's evil," Musk said.
Musk also rebuffed arguments that Israel has disproportionately killed civilians in Gaza, saying the actions of Hamas militants were intentional. "There is an important difference here, which is Israel tries to avoid killing civilians," Musk said.
The trip comes as Musk faces widespread criticism for his decision to loosen content moderation on X after he purchased the platform last year. Since the Hamas attack, antisemitic content has surged more than 900 percent on the platform, The Washington Post reported. Disinformation specialists have accused Musk of playing a uniquely potent role by easing moderation standards and amplifying antisemitic tropes.
Musk has also been condemned by the White House for indicating support for an antisemitic conspiracy theory on X, a move U.S. officials called an "abhorrent promotion of antisemitic and racist hate." A number of major advertisers have fled the platform after their ads appeared next to pro-Nazi posts.
Musk did not directly address those allegations in his conversation with Netanyahu on Monday, but he said there is a need to "stop the propaganda that is convincing people to engage in murder." The militants must be "neutralized," he added.
Later on Monday, Musk met with Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who decried "the oldest disease in humanity, antisemitism" and pointed to Musk's "huge role" in preventing antisemitic content from spreading online, according to Herzog's press office.
"We need to fight it together, because on the platforms which you lead, unfortunately, there's a harboring of a lot of all the hate," Herzog told Musk.
Referring to his meeting with Netanyahu, Musk called for three things to happen in Gaza: the killing of those who "insist on murdering civilians"; the overhaul of education, so a new generation of killers doesn't take hold; and the development of prosperity.
Watching Hamas militants kill innocents illustrated how propaganda can incite people to violence, Musk said.
"These people have been fed propaganda since they were children. And it's remarkable what humans are capable of if they're fed falsehoods from when they are children," Musk said. "They will think that the murder of innocent people is a good thing. That is how much propaganda can affect people's minds."
Separately on Monday, Musk reached a "principle understanding" with Israel to operate SpaceX's Starlink satellites in Gaza, according to Israeli Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi, but only with Israeli approval.
Israeli officials have warned him against supplying aid organizations within Gaza with internet connectivity through Starlink, saying it would be used by Hamas.
Gaza has suffered several communications blackouts since the war began, effectively sealing off the enclave's residents from the outside world and one another. Aid groups inside the strip said Palestinians were unable to contact emergency services amid heavy strikes under those blackouts.
"This understanding is vital, as is it for everyone who desires a better world, free of evil and free of anti-Semitism, for our children's sake," Karhi wrote on X before welcoming Musk to the country.
SpaceX did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
How Starlink would operate in Gaza was not immediately clear. Starlink uses a constellation of about 5,000 satellites operated by SpaceX to beam internet signals to stations on the ground. It's used primarily in rural and remote areas without broadband access to the internet and has served as a communications lifeline in disaster zones.
But it has also sparked controversy, especially in the war in Ukraine, where government officials have called it critical to that country's war effort against Russian invaders.
Musk has said that he did not want it to be used for offensive purposes on the grounds that it could escalate the conflict, and when Ukraine asked that it be turned on for an attack on Russian forces in Crimea, he refused. At the time, the Pentagon did not have a contract with SpaceX for the use of the Starlink system. Since then, however, it has agreed to a contract for Starlink's use in Ukraine, though it has declined to discuss the nature of the contract or how it governs the use of the system.
Starlink receivers also reportedly have been sent to Iran for use by dissidents there, though the details are unknown.
Hassan reported from London and Gregg from Washington. Christian Davenport and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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The new dating app etiquette
Want to snag a partner? Treat them kindly right from the start. 
By Tatum Hunter | 2023-11-27

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


Life on dating apps is chaotic, says Damona Hoffman, a certified dating coach whose dozens of clients look for love on Grindr, eHarmony and more.
After the pandemic, hopeful romantics watched their inboxes fill with "hi" and "sup." But where did it lead? Ghosting, or ending a relationship by cutting contact, has gone through the roof recently, she said, and many online daters are burned out.
"What I've been seeing is a lack of consistency from daters, which I think is due to general uncertainty, but also the constant crush of communications," said Hoffman, whose book "F the Fairy Tale: Rewrite the Dating Myths and Live Your Own Love Story" comes out in January. "There are way more conversations happening than our brains have evolved to sustain."
At the same time, some surveys indicate that people are more likely to find partners on dating apps than in person. Someone who starts as a face on a screen could end up being the love of your life -- or at least a sexy evening. (One time I messaged a hot guy on Hinge expecting crickets, and now we are legally wed.) So it's worth treating everyone with kindness. "First do no harm" is Hoffman's Hippocratic tip.
As the Help Desk investigates how etiquette is changing, here are some rules for dating apps from four sex and romance experts.
Dating app profiles are a place to drop breadcrumbs so people can get curious about your life. Resist the urge to list your dealbreakers or wax poetic about Dating These Days.
"No negativity in your profile -- never ever," said dating coach Erika Ettin. "It comes off as pessimistic, rude and a little bitter."
At the same time, rote answers don't give people much to work with. You may love pizza and puppies -- but don't we all?
Use profile "prompts" on apps like Hinge to show a glimpse of what makes you different, Ettin said. Rather than saying you like bourbon and tacos, mention your Kentucky upbringing or your quest for the neighborhood's best birria.
As dating apps add more features, it's tempting to overshare. Bumble, for instance, offers profile "badges" that let you share everything from political affiliations to your thoughts on having kids. If it helps thin the herd, go for it, Ettin said. But more isn't always better -- if you leave a rambling voice note, someone might lip sync to it on TikTok.
Your potential love interests probably receive multiple messages a day, so "sup" won't cut it, Ettin said.
On dating apps, curiosity is your superpower. Read the person's profile and ask a follow-up question, Ettin advised. Avoid boring questions like "What are you up to?" or "How was your day?"
Not everyone enjoys dirty talk, so don't lead with something sexual. And dating app DMs aren't the place for intellectual grandstanding. If you find yourself writing an essay about the meaning of life, you may be more focused on yourself than your potential date.
To break out of endless swiping, Ettin tells her clients to stop chatting and propose a date: "Great question!" you might say to a match. "I'd love to tell you more about that over dinner."
You can also pass the metaphorical ball with something like: "I'm really enjoying this conversation. Where do we go from here?"
If swiping through faces is all you can handle, make sure you're respectful of other people's time and emotions, said Michelle Parsons, chief product officer at Lex, an online LGBTQ+ community board. If you're looking for a hookup or have no intention of meeting, state that in your post or profile. People will appreciate the honesty. (On Lex, "hookups" is one of the most-used search filters, Parsons said.)
Whatever you do, don't swipe right in bulk and then wait to see who returns your interest -- you'll end up unnecessarily hurting people if you unmatch later.
Old rules like "respond within an hour" or "wait three days to check in" are defunct. Instead, let your dates know upfront how you prefer to chat.
If you like to send 80 memes a day, talk about it. If you tend to ignore your messages, say that, too. There's no right or wrong way to stay in touch, said health educator Justine Ang Fonte, just be clear about what you expect and what you can handle.
Release the need to play it cool, Ettin advised. If you're tapping your foot waiting on a message, reach out and check in. The phrase "I can't tell" can help get you started, she said. Try saying "I can't tell if you want to get together this weekend," or "I can't tell what you meant by that."
The debate is settled, Hoffman said: Ghosting is officially a bad look. If you treat your dating app connections like pixels on a screen, connecting with someone special gets that much harder.
Of course, if someone makes you feel unsafe, feel free to break contact. But if someone is rude, telling them so can be empowering. Ang Fonte crafts "boundary scripts," including polite breakups, and shares them on Instagram. The scripts help people practice clear communication without agonizing over the perfect message, she said.
If someone wants feedback on their behavior, they go to a professional, not Tinder.
Gen Z and millennials are the most therapized generations, but that doesn't make everyone an expert. Diagnosing other people or prying into their internal lives should not be part of your dating app conversations, Hoffman said.
Think your date is a raging narcissist? Or brimming with mommy issues? Avoid giving an armchair diagnosis, and break things off if you aren't enjoying yourself.
The same goes when discussing your own feelings. Your attachment style, past relationships or anxiety disorder may be relevant, but it's easy to overshare or manipulate. While you're getting to know someone, keep any "real talk" focused on the dating behaviors you like and dislike.
Dating app interactions are easy fodder for social media content. But your connections didn't consent to showing up on your Instagram.
Sometimes, shining a light on bad behavior helps protect others from dangerous situations. Other times, it's not-so-subtle bullying. Being cringey isn't a crime, so think hard before you blast your private conversations to the internet. (And remember that anything you say could land on TikTok in a snap.)
Happy dating!
More from the Help Desk's etiquette series: The new phone etiquette, You're emailing wrong at work and texting do's and don'ts. 
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Stephen Colbert cancels late-night shows after his appendix burst
Stephen Colbert announced Monday he is canceling this week's episodes of "The Late Show" because he is recovering from a burst appendix.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2023-11-28

Late-night talk show host Stephen Colbert arrives at the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 12, 2022. Colbert said on social media Monday that he is recovering after surgery and canceling his planned shows for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. (Jae C. Hong/Invision/AP)


Stephen Colbert announced Monday in a social media post that he has canceled this week's episodes of "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert" after his appendix burst.
Still, he mustered enough good humor to crack a joke for his fans about the reason for the last-minute cancellation.
"I'm sure you're thinking, 'Turkey overdose, Steve? Gravy boat capsize?' Actually, I'm recovering from surgery for a ruptured appendix," he wrote Monday afternoon.
A burst or ruptured appendix is a potentially life-threatening condition that spreads infection throughout the abdomen, according to the Mayo Clinic. It requires immediate surgery to remove the organ.
Colbert didn't have a new episode scheduled Monday but had planned to interview actress Jennifer Garner, director Baz Luhrmann and guitarist John Scofield on Tuesday; actor Patrick Stewart and singer-songwriter Jon Batiste on Wednesday; and singer Barbra Streisand and actor Kelsey Grammer on Thursday, CBS reported.
Colbert's and other late-night shows went off the air from May to October during the months-long Writers Guild of America strike. Later in October, "The Late Show" canceled several episodes while Colbert recovered from covid.
Colbert has hosted "The Late Show" since 2015 when he took the reins from longtime host David Letterman. From 2005 to 2014, he was the host of Comedy Central's "The Colbert Report."
Before returning to his recovery, Colbert thanked his medical team and his family. He signed off by giving people some insight about how his new appendix-less existence was not only forcing him to cancel the show this week but would also affect day-to-day operations well into the future.
"Going forward," he told them, "all emails to my appendix will be handled by my pancreas."
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Man pleads not guilty in Vermont shooting of students of Palestinian descent
A Vermont man suspected of shooting three college students of Palestinian descent pleaded not guilty Monday to three counts of second-degree murder.
By Maham Javaid, Michelle Boorstein | 2023-11-28

Jason Eaton, 48, pleaded not guilty on Nov. 27 to charges in connection with the shootings of three college students of Palestinian descent in Burlington, Vt.


A Vermont man was charged Monday with three counts of attempted second-degree murder in the shootings of three college students of Palestinian descent -- an attack that followed a quiet Thanksgiving for the trio and drew condemnation across the United States.
Jason Eaton pleaded not guilty during a short, televised appearance in Chittenden County Superior Court. The 48-year-old Burlington resident, who wore a red jail jumpsuit and spoke only briefly during his arraignment, is being held without bail ahead of a hearing that is expected in the coming days. It was not clear Monday evening whether Eaton had retained an attorney.
The victims -- Hisham Awartani, Kinnan Abdalhamid and Tahseen Ali Ahmad, all 20 years old -- remain in intensive care, Awartani's uncle, Rich Price, said during a Monday news conference. Awartani was shot in the spine, Ahmad in the chest and Abdalhamid in the backside while the three longtime friends visited Burlington for the Thanksgiving holiday, according to court documents. All are expected to recover, though Price noted that Awartani, in particular, "faces a long recovery."
Investigators said they are still working to determine a motive for the violence against the men, two of whom are U.S. citizens and the third of whom is a legal U.S. resident. Although authorities do not have evidence to support a hate crime enhancement, Chittenden County State Attorney Sarah George said they want to be "clear that there is no question this was a hateful act."
Federal officials from the FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives are also probing the incident, including whether it was a hate crime, U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said during a meeting with New York-based law enforcement Monday morning.
He noted a "sharp increase in the volume and frequency of threats against Jewish, Muslim, and Arab communities across our country" since Oct. 7, when Hamas attacked Israel, killing about 1,200 people, according to Israeli officials. Israel retaliated with a bombardment of the Gaza Strip that has killed more than 13,300 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
President Biden, who called Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger to discuss the investigation, said in a statement that he was "horrified" to learn of the shooting. He added that the victims "were simply spending Thanksgiving gathered with family and loved ones."
"While we are waiting for more facts, we know this: There is absolutely no place for violence or hate in America," he said. "Period."

Hisham Awartani, Kinnan Abdalhamid and Tahseen Ali Ahmad in an undated photo. (Awartani family/Reuters) 


According to court documents, Awartani, Abdalhamid and Ahmad (who in some news releases has been referred to as Ahmed) were in Burlington visiting Awartani's grandmother for Thanksgiving. Awartani is a student at Brown University in Rhode Island, Abdalhamid at Haverford College in Pennsylvania and Ahmad at Trinity College in Connecticut. They previously attended Ramallah Friends School, a Quaker-run private school in Ramallah, West Bank, school officials said.
The three were taking a walk Saturday when violence cut short a weekend of family events that included bowling and a trip to the movies. They told police that they were speaking a mixture of Arabic and English and that two of them wore kaffiyeh -- headdresses traditionally worn across the Arab world, the black and white version of which has come to be associated with Palestinians and is often donned as a scarf.
As they strolled, a man stepped off a porch with a gun, Burlington Police Chief Jon Murad said during Monday's news conference. The victims told authorities the man did not speak before opening fire on them.

Uncles of two of the Palestinian American college students shot in Vermont questioned on Nov. 27 the decision to send their nephews to study in the U.S.


ATF agents were canvassing door-to-door when they found the suspected shooter Sunday afternoon, Murad said. Agents knocked on Eaton's door and he came out with his arms raised.
"The ATF agents were greeted by a man who stepped out of the hall, out of the door toward them with his palms up at waist height and stated something to the effect of, 'I've been waiting for you,' " Murad said. He added that the man then said he would like a lawyer.
Eaton was detained and taken to police headquarters, and later a warrant was issued to search his apartment. Court documents say ATF and Burlington police seized a .380-caliber pistol. They seized other firearms, including two shotguns and a rifle, as well as technology including five cellphones and a backpack filled with hard drives, the documents say.
Relatives of the three victims expressed shock at the shooting. Price described them as "incredible young men" who are "committed to building incredible lives." He noted that they had just returned from attending the birthday party of 8-year-old twins when they went out for the walk during which they were attacked.
"If you're in college, who wants to go a 8-year-old birthday party? But these three guys did, and they came, they played with my boys," he said, adding that he was impressed by the resilience they have displayed since the shooting.
Price said at the news conference that the families of the victims fear the shooting was motivated by hate and that the three men may have been "targeted because they were Arabs, that they were wearing kaffiyehs."
The men's families said they were "relieved" after hearing about the charges, but they urged authorities to file hate-crime counts. 
Monday's charges are "an important and welcomed first step towards justice and accountability for our sons," said their statement sent via the Institute for Middle East Understanding on Monday afternoon.
Abdalhamid's uncle, Radi Tamimi, who had flown in from California, said his family had believed his nephew would be safer in the U.S. than in the West Bank, where he grew up.
"Kinnan grew up in the West Bank and we always thought that that could be more of a risk in terms of his safety and sending him here would be the right decision," he said. "We feel betrayed by that decision."
Hannah Allam, Devlin Barrett, Ben Brasch, Abigail Hauslohner and Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Rosalynn Carter's final journey highlights the touchstones of her life
A three-day tribute to the former first lady began Monday with a stop at her alma mater in Americus, Ga., where she was remembered with much admiration.
By Jim Lynn, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Danielle Paquette | 2023-11-28

A procession for former first lady Rosalynn Carter travels along West Forsyth Street in Americus, Ga., on Monday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


AMERICUS, Ga. -- The casket bearing former first lady Rosalynn Carter, a globally known humanitarian who wanted "to make the world a kinder place," started a slow journey through her home state of Georgia on Monday as her family and the country began saying goodbye.
A motorcade left Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in Americus amid the morning chill while relatives and members of the public watched somberly. It arrived a short time later at her alma mater, Georgia Southwestern State University, where a crowd of about 250 people was waiting. Students held up signs thanking her as wreaths of white flowers were laid by a bronze statue of her sitting on a bench.
"The institution was very important to Mrs. Carter," said university president Neal Weaver, who stood in the cold with the students, faculty members, locals and even visitors from out of state. "It was a door-opener to life beyond Plains, to the rest of the world."

Agents who had been part of her Secret Service detail accompany Rosalynn Carter's casket at Phoebe Sumter Medical Center. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Carter, who was 96 when she died Nov. 19, is being remembered with three days of tributes for the work she did alongside her husband. She was seen as an equal partner, first for the one term of Jimmy Carter's presidency and then for decades after as an advocate for mental health, caregiving and other issues that they championed together.
Those causes included building houses for the poor and eradicating disease in some of the world's most impoverished countries.
Yet after their global travels, the couple always returned to Georgia. Their hometown of Plains is just 10 miles from Americus, and they often visited the university and the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving that she founded -- where a display about her legacy explains that she became a caregiver at 12 years old when her father was dying of cancer.

People gather outside Phoebe Sumter Medical Center to watch as the casket of former first lady Rosalynn Carter is carried to a waiting motorcade. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The Carters typically asked people they met on campus about their lives and families, Weaver said. "She saw what this place had meant for her and what it means for others growing up in small towns."
From Americus, the black hearse and accompanying vehicles turned north for a 140-mile trip to Atlanta and the Carter Presidential Library and Museum. The former first lady will lie in repose there until a tribute service on Tuesday in the Glenn Memorial Church at Emory University. President Biden and first lady Jill Biden are scheduled to be among the dignitaries attending.
Well before the motorcade arrived, staffers planted signs to guide visitors: "Flower drop-off." A huge number of mourners is expected during the four hours designated Monday evening for the public to pay their respects.

People watch for Rosalynn Carter's procession to pass by in Americus. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Library and museum director Meredith Evans noted that people still adore Carter, who transformed the role of president's wife from primarily a figurehead to a policy shaper commanding her own section of the White House.
It was Rosalynn who launched the Office of the First Lady in the East Wing -- juggling projects in Washington while advocating for human rights on trips overseas. And it was Rosalynn who pushed for equality and mental wellness when those topics were still taboo, Evans added.
"She's just a caring person," Evans said, "and she put that into action."
The first moment of ceremony came at 3:15 p.m. after the hearse pulled into the complex's front circle and Carter's casket was brought out, covered with brightly colored sunflowers and red and peach-colored roses. Each flag in the Circle of Flags, representing the 50 states, was then lowered to half-staff, and an armed forces escort, representing every branch of the military, carried the casket into the lobby.
The reminiscences offered during brief remarks revealed a trailblazer's mettle and character.
She was "inclusive, tough, persuasive and competitive and led by example," said John Hardman, former chief executive of the Carter Center, which the Carters founded after his presidency to advance peace and health worldwide. (The couple was famously frugal, and Hardman shared how they would help to save money when they came to Atlanta for monthly meetings. After working late into the night, they'd sleep in a Murphy bed at the center.)
Paige Alexander, the center's leader, remembered how Carter's office there was filled with photographs of her children, 11 grandchildren and many great-grandchildren -- as well as other first ladies from around the globe. But across from her desk was a 1979 photo showing women protesting the equal rights amendment outside the White House.
"I asked her why she kept it there, and she said, 'To remind me that there is still a lot of work left to do.' And she did the work," Alexander said.

Employees at the Jimmy Carter National Historical Park in Plains watch a live broadcast from Atlanta on Monday as tributes to Rosalynn Carter begin. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


On Wednesday, Carter will return home to Plains a final time, for her funeral at the Baptist church where she and Jimmy Carter long worshiped and where he taught Sunday school. Her husband of 77 years, who is in home hospice care in Plains, hopes to be at both services, along with their four children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Emma Hall, a retired school paraprofessional from Plains, said she felt compelled to come to the morning ceremony at Georgia Southwestern. "I almost feel like part of the [Carter] family," she said. She would see Carter around Plains and followed with admiration her work on far bigger stages.
"I always felt like she was looking out for the nation but always looking out for us, too," Hall said. "She never forgot about us."

A makeshift memorial for former first lady Rosalynn Carter is seen near a Christmas tree in Plains at sunset. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Fritz Larson and Ron Akerman also were on hand to pay tribute to both of the Carters.
"I was brought up Republican so wasn't a big fan when he was in the White House," said Larson, who made the trek to Americus from Jacksonville, Fla., to witness a noteworthy moment in history. "But look at their amazing humanitarian efforts afterwards. ... They're not out there playing golf."
Akerman, a retired schoolteacher from Americus, wanted to pay his respects despite the chill.
"They've been such a wonderful part of Sumter County for so many years," he said, recalling seeing the Carters at an after-church lunch and even shopping at a local Walmart. "There they were, just shopping and saying 'Merry Christmas' to everyone. That's the kind of people they are."
Wax-Thibodeaux reported from Washington and Paquette from Atlanta.
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Businessman accused of bribing Sen. Menendez had deep ties to Egypt
Wael Hana's extensive ties to the Egyptian government included arranging the shipment of military equipment from the U.S., associates say.
By Shawn Boburg, Claire Parker, Terrence McCoy, Marina Dias | 2023-11-28

Egyptian American businessman Wael Hana, seen leaving a U.S. courthouse in New York in September, is charged in a federal indictment with bribing Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and his wife in exchange for actions that benefited Egypt. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


In late 2015, cranes at a seaport in Jacksonville, Fla., carefully hoisted U.S. military helicopters worth up to $40 million each onto a massive cargo ship set to deliver the equipment to the Egyptian government.
Egypt's Defense Ministry had turned to an unusual figure to help arrange transport of the prized hardware: Wael Hana, an Egyptian American businessman who had previously run a trucking business, a gas station and a truck stop along a gritty, industrial strip in northern New Jersey.
"I don't know how he got involved with shipping aid for the Egyptian military," said Essam Youssef, a former Hana associate who runs a marine transport company in New Jersey and said he helped Hana arrange the November 2015 shipment. "It was strange. The way he was coming to me, he didn't have a clue about shipping. But it was clear the Egyptian government trusted him."
Eight years later, Hana's ties to the Egyptian government are under a bright spotlight.
After a years-long investigation, U.S. authorities charged him in September with paying bribes to Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and his wife, Nadine Menendez, in exchange for actions that benefited Egypt, including Menendez's promise to help keep military aid flowing to the North African nation.
Hana, 40, lavished  the couple with gold bars, checks and household furnishings between 2018 and 2022, prosecutors allege, while helping to introduce the senator to Egyptian military and intelligence officers and serving as a go-between for their communications.
A Washington Post examination, based on records and interviews with dozens of people who know or have worked with Hana, found that his connections to the Egyptian government go back further and are more extensive than previously reported. Those connections help explain how Hana was in a position to capitalize on his relationship with Menendez, until recently the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, when they met years after the helicopter shipment and forged a bond that prosecutors say quickly became mutually beneficial.
The examination also sheds light on how Hana rose from being a down-on-his-luck entrepreneur in New Jersey to a central figure in an international scandal that has ensnared a powerful U.S. politician and sent shock waves through the diplomatic world.

A U.S. military helicopter is loaded onto a cargo vessel at a port in Jacksonville, Fla., in November 2015. The shipment, which was bound for Egypt and included additional helicopters and other equipment, was arranged by Hana on behalf of Egypt's Ministry of Defense, according to a former Hana associate. (Courtesy of JaxPort)


In the years after the helicopter shipment, Egyptian authorities entrusted Hana with greater responsibility and power, enriching him even as business associates and government officials around the world found the arrangements mysterious.
In 2019, after Hana  had begun helping introduce Menendez to Egyptian government officials, Egypt granted a lucrative monopoly to one of the companies Hana had started, suddenly making him a player in international trade.
The firm, IS EG Halal Certified, was given sole responsibility for certifying that halal meat exported to Egypt was processed according to Islamic law, rankling the global beef industry. Prosecutors allege the company was used to funnel bribes to Menendez and his wife.
Egypt later sought to further expand Hana's monopoly to other imports, creating a massive backlash among foreign diplomats, The Post found.
In addition to the criminal charges, U.S. authorities are examining Hana's background as part of a counterintelligence probe, according to people familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe an ongoing investigation and prosecution. Federal investigators are working to understand the precise nature of Hana's relationship with Egyptian government officials, including intelligence officers, and how far back those relationships may go.
Hana has denied the allegations and pleaded not guilty.
"Wael Hana's background is a classic immigrant story, having come to the U.S. through the lottery system as a 22-year-old in 2006," Lawrence Lustberg, an attorney for Hana, said in a statement in response to questions from The Post. "Since then, he has been an entrepreneur who has built several businesses, and he has always acted ethically and legally."
"Mr. Hana is innocent and has nothing to hide," Lustberg continued, saying that Hana has cooperated with investigators and had offered to meet with prosecutors before he was charged, an offer that Lustberg said was turned down.
Menendez and his wife also have pleaded not guilty to federal charges that they acted as foreign agents and accepted bribes from Hana and two other New Jersey businessmen.
Egypt's embassy and its Defense Ministry office in Washington did not respond to requests for comment.
As a young man in Egypt, Hana studied social work at a university and helped out at his family's farming and wholesale food distribution company, but he aspired to a business career of his own in the United States, a person familiar with his background said, speaking on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the criminal case.
After his U.S. arrival in 2006, Hana settled initially for a job at a cleaning service, said Andy Aslanian Jr., a lawyer and longtime associate of Hana. He attended two Coptic Orthodox Christian churches in Hudson County, N.J., St. Mark and St. Abanoub & St. Antonious, and boarded in the basement of one of them, Aslanian said.
By 2007, Hana had the means to take out a $450,000 mortgage on a home in Bayonne, N.J., and start a trucking company called Elmanhry, one of a handful of businesses he launched in the ensuing years.
However, five of those ventures -- three trucking companies, a limo service, and a gas station and truck stop -- had folded within a decade, according to incorporation records in New Jersey. Hana and his businesses were facing multiple lawsuits alleging unpaid debts and bad checks, and his home was in foreclosure, as the Record of Bergen County, N.J., previously reported.
Despite that turmoil, Hana's ties to Egyptian government officials became apparent to Aslanian, who performed legal work for one of Hana's trucking companies.
In late 2014, the Egyptian Defense Ministry hired Aslanian to handle a real estate transaction in New Jersey -- the purchase of a residential annex for Egyptian diplomats -- based solely on Hana's recommendation, Aslanian said.
Hana made the recommendation to Col. Yasser Hassan, an Egyptian military adviser who was in New York at the time, according to a person familiar with the arrangement. Hassan was working out of Egypt's consulate in Manhattan and was part of its U.N. delegation, according to a diplomatic directory from that year.
"He had good contacts with the government," Aslanian said of Hana. "All the way up."
Aslanian, who traveled to Egypt with Hana, said he believed Hana's contacts came through his late father, a claim The Post could not verify. Hassan did not respond to a request for comment.
Hana later said in a court filing that he knew Egyptian officials "because I have a large family in Egypt and am active in the Egyptian community through my church." The filing stemmed from a 2019 FBI raid of his home that -- although it was not known publicly at the time -- was an early step in the investigation that would eventually result in Menendez's indictment.
In 2015, a unique opportunity arose for Hana.
The Obama administration had lifted a two-year freeze on military aid to Egypt, agreeing to resume $1.3 billion in annual assistance that included fighter jets, tanks and helicopters. Obama had suspended the aid after the 2013 military coup that overthrew Egypt's democratically elected Muslim Brotherhood-led government. He decided to undo the freeze so Egypt could fight extremism in the region, including Islamic State militants in the Sinai Peninsula.
Youssef, the maritime executive in New Jersey, said Hana contacted him that year to ask for help coordinating the shipment of military equipment on behalf of Egypt's Defense Ministry. He said it was clear to him that Hana had little experience and few contacts in shipping.
Youssef said he agreed to help Hana on the condition that they split any commission from the shipment.
Youssef traveled multiple times with Hana to meetings at Egypt's Defense Ministry office in Washington to discuss the transport; he helped Hana seek proposals from shipping companies; and he negotiated the contract for the November 2015 transfer, he said.

U.S. military helicopters and ambulances in the November 2015 shipment at a port in Jacksonville, Fla., bound for Egypt. (Courtesy of JaxPort)


He and Hana went to Jacksonville's port, Youssef said, and watched three 10,000-pound U.S. military helicopters, valued at $35 million to $40 million each, being loaded onto a cargo ship named Ocean Freedom on the day before it embarked for the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria, Egypt. The shipment also included 10 ambulances. Many details of the shipment are contained in a news release issued at the time by JaxPort, Jacksonville's port authority.
After the deal was done, Youssef said, he found it hard to reach Hana or to collect his commission. "I never saw a penny," he said. Youssef said he did not sue, in part, because they had not formalized the agreement in writing.
Hana's attorney did not address specific questions about the shipment.
It's not clear if Hana continued to arrange military shipments for Egypt. He wrote in the 2020 court filing seeking to get his property back after the FBI raid that one of his companies, Loundes Express Group, "takes bid requests ... to ship goods and materials into Egypt on behalf of the government." He provided no other details.
He incorporated Loundes Express Group in September 2015, a month before the helicopter shipment, state corporate records show. The company is still active.
Aslanian, who was initially listed as a member of the firm, said he believes that Hana also coordinated  a shipment of U.S. military tank parts at some point, but he said he could not recall the details. The departments of Defense and State, which both have roles in overseeing foreign military sales, declined to comment.
Around the time that Hana arranged the helicopter shipment, people in Hana's middle-class neighborhood in Bayonne, N.J., noticed signs of his apparent ascent.
Hana, who largely kept to himself, was seen pulling up to his home in a Bentley, said one neighbor who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect his privacy. "It really stuck out in this neighborhood," said the neighbor, who recalled approaching Hana to inquire what he did for work.
"I work for the Egyptian government," Hana replied, according to the neighbor.
In a statement, Hana's attorney said neither Hana nor any of his immediate family members had ever been "employees of the Egyptian government."

Sen. Bob Menendez and his wife, Nadine Menendez, leave federal court in New York after their arraignment in September. They are charged in the same case as Hana and have pleaded not guilty. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images)


Around the time of the helicopter shipment, Hana struck up a friendship with Menendez's future wife, then named Nadine Arslanian. Aslanian, the  lawyer, said he introduced Hana and Arslanian at a Mexican restaurant in 2014 or 2015.
In early 2018, according to the federal indictment, Arslanian and Menendez began dating. They had met in an International House of Pancakes restaurant in Union City, N.J. She has said they were introduced by the owner. They married in October 2020.
Only months into the relationship, Arslanian and Hana worked to introduce the senator to Egyptian intelligence and military officials at a series of private meetings, prosecutors allege.
At these meetings, Egyptian officials relayed their requests for foreign military sales and financing, and the Menendezes promised to use the senator's power to help keep the aid flowing, according to the indictment.
As part of the "corrupt arrangement," prosecutors said, Hana also agreed to give Menendez's future wife a "low-or-no-show job" at a halal certification company that was not yet operational in 2018.
That company got a sudden windfall the following year, when the Egyptian government announced that Hana's New Jersey-based IS EG would get the monopoly certifying halal meat exported to Egypt from the United States and countries in South America. Hana, a Christian, had no prior experience in the industry, he acknowledged in the court filing after the 2019 FBI raid.
An investigation by independent Egyptian media outlet Mada Masr in 2019 found that Hana's halal company was working closely with Medi Trade, an Egyptian company linked to high-level Egyptian security institutions. The story noted that Hana had created a firm with the same name in New Jersey.
Egyptian authorities did not explain their reasoning behind the decision to grant the monopoly. It set off pushback inside the U.S. government and among diplomats across the globe, who worried it would stifle trade and drive up prices for exporters, as well as for consumers in Egypt, according to interviews.
Prosecutors allege that the halal company provided a revenue stream that allowed Hana to "make good on the bribe payments." In July 2019, the company paid $23,000 to head off the foreclosure of Arslanian's Englewood Cliffs home and bring the mortgage current, according to federal charges. It also issued $30,000 in checks to her newly created consulting firm, Strategic International Business Consultants, between August and November 2019, the final check coming only weeks before the FBI raid on Hana's home, according to the indictment.
IS EG, meanwhile, continued to expand, setting up offices in other countries, including in Montevideo, Uruguay, and Sao Paulo, Brazil, by late 2019.
Ahmed Ibrahim, who worked out of the company's Sao Paulo office certifying chicken meat for IS EG from 2020 to 2022, said his supervisor was not forthcoming about who controlled the company.
"The boss kept on saying that the company belongs to the 'sovereign entity in Egypt,'" he recalled. That term is generally used in Egypt to describe an entity controlled by the military or intelligence service.
"No one is supposed to ask about it," he said his supervisor warned.
Lustberg, Hana's attorney, disputed that.
"It is a well-documented and indisputable fact that IS EG Halal Certified, Inc. is a New Jersey corporation solely owned by Mr. Hana and wholly unaffiliated with the Egyptian Government," he said in a statement.
In 2021, Egypt moved to expand the company's monopoly beyond meat, to all imported halal food and beverages, including dairy products. The decision confounded other countries.
A Sept. 6, 2021, cable from the Brazilian Embassy in Cairo captured that puzzlement and the resulting suspicion. The cable, obtained by The Post, reported that New Zealand's ambassador in Cairo had expressed concern to his Brazilian counterparts about IS EG's monopoly, in part, because his contacts within the Egyptian government were treating the issue like a state secret.
The topic, the cable reads, "is treated as taboo" within the Egyptian government because "a superior decision cannot be criticized."
European officials summoned representatives of the Egyptian government and IS EG to a meeting in Cairo on Oct. 13, 2021, in another effort to get answers, documents show. The meeting illustrated the close working relationship between Hana's company and the Egyptian government.
Hana, who remained mostly quiet during the meeting, was accompanied by a clutch of Egyptian government officials, according to two diplomats who attended the meeting.
Among them was Ahmed Abdelkarim, a senior official in Egypt's Agriculture Ministry, according to a readout provided to attendees and obtained by The Post. Another was Hussein Mansour, who was then chairman of Egypt's national food safety authority.
Mansour told The Post that he was there as a board member of a government-owned company in Egypt called ISEGHALAL, a firm with an almost identical name to Hana's company. The company, authorized by Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly in January 2020, was created to oversee halal certification for imported foreign products, according to a prime-ministerial decree.
Lustberg, Hana's attorney, said the two companies "are, despite the similarity of their names, entirely separate companies with different owners and different corporate structures." Hana's company, he said, certifies halal products in exporting countries, while the government-owned company certifies the halal products after they arrive in Egypt.
Mansour said he was not aware of any alleged bribery. "If these things are happening now, I am not aware of them and they do not concern me," he said.
Abdelkarim did not respond to requests for comment. Neither did a spokesman for Madbouly.
Unsatisfied by the answers at the October 2021 meeting, diplomats from the United States, Europe, Australia and three South American countries repeatedly lodged their concerns in committee meetings at the World Trade Organization over the next two years, according to a review of public meeting minutes. At one such discussion in November 2021, a U.S. official said certification fees for halal meat exported to Egypt from the United States had gone up by 1,000 percent since the Egyptian government had given Hana-owned IS EG a monopoly.
Diplomats began to whisper that the arrangement had the makings of a front for Egyptian intelligence.
"It would have been impossible to carry out such an operation, changing the whole system in an inefficient manner, without it being part of the security system in Egypt or being protected by it," a Western diplomat told The Post, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly on the matter.
The pressure from other countries prompted Egypt to repeatedly postpone the planned expansion of the monopoly to non-beef products -- even to this day.
But Hana's influence appeared to grow in other ways.

Hana, arriving to federal court in New York last month, started a company to which Egypt granted a monopoly. Prosecutors allege the company, which certifies that halal meat exports to Egypt are processed according to Islamic law, was used to funnel bribes to Sen. Menendez. (Bing Guan/Bloomberg News)


This spring, he showed up at the Brazilian Embassy in Cairo, wearing a business suit and a large gold ring, according to two Brazilian officials who discussed the meeting on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
In a meeting with Brazilian diplomats to discuss increasing beef importations from the South American country, he boasted of powers that went far beyond that of a traditional businessman, the Brazilian officials said.
"He spoke in an arrogant way," one of the officials recalled. "He said if an Egyptian inspector was in the way, he'd solve it. If a health authority is blocking some process, he'd unblock it."
Hana told the diplomats he was helping an additional Brazilian slaughterhouse export to Egypt. He needed authorization from Egyptian sanitation officials. To facilitate the process, he asked the Brazilian diplomats if they could submit a formal request.
The Brazilians declined -- they told The Post that Hana made them uneasy. But weeks later, word got back to them: The Egyptian authorities had nonetheless approved the new Brazilian slaughterhouse for exportation to Egypt -- without the Brazilian Embassy ever having made a request.
"It was clear that Hana had access to the [Egyptian government] -- and had succeeded," said one of the diplomats.
Samantha Schmidt and Devlin Barrett contributed to this report.
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Antagonisms flare as red states try to dictate how blue cities are run
Critics of state preemption say it and other actions are increasingly being used by Republicans in punitive, even racist ways to limit local governance.
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2023-11-27

Louisiana Gov.-elect Jeff Landry, who will take office in January, already has announced plans to focus on New Orleans -- punitively so, critics say. (Leslie Westbrook/The Advocate )


Despite long advocating small government and local control, Republican governors and legislators across a significant swath of the country are increasingly overriding the actions of Democratic cities -- removing elected district attorneys or threatening to strip them of power, taking over election offices and otherwise limiting local independence.
State lawmakers proposed nearly 700 bills this year to circumscribe what cities and counties can do, according to Katie Belanger, lead consultant for the Local Solutions Support Center, a national organization focused in part on ending the overreach it calls "abusive state preemption."
The group's tracking mostly found "conservative state legislatures responding to or anticipating actions of progressive cities," she said, with many bills designed to bolster state restrictions on police defunding, abortion, and LGBTQ and voting rights. As of mid-October, at least 92 had passed.
In Florida, for instance, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) signed sweeping measures that empower the state attorney general to pursue election-related crimes and that require cities and counties to suspend a local ordinance if someone sues alleging it is preempted by state law. He has removed two elected Democratic prosecutors in as many years, including one who pledged not to charge people seeking abortions or transgender care.
More clashes are expected. Louisiana Gov.-elect Jeff Landry takes office in January and has promised to confront the state's largest city, New Orleans. He already has created a committee led by a local GOP political donor and businessman to address public safety and other issues there. He has threatened to withhold state funding for the city's water infrastructure until the DA agrees to prosecute women who violate the state's abortion ban by seeking the procedure.

Glenda Starke wears a transgender flag as a counterprotest at the Missouri Capitol in March during a rally supporting a state ban on gender-affirming health-care legislation. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


Given the presidential campaign that lies ahead in 2024, Belanger is concerned about states passing election-related laws that affect local authorities.
"Election administration has been a target for abusive preemption in the past," she said, "and as we go into an election year, that is a trend that will grow."
The antagonisms between red states and blue cities are all the more notable because the urban areas in the crosshairs are mostly majority-minority, with many mayors and district attorneys of color.
These actions go "squarely against the Republican philosophy of small government and more freedom," said Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, a Black Democrat who has struggled to pass local tobacco and gun control ordinances because of constraints enacted by Ohio's Republican-controlled legislature. "This is about common-sense democracy."
Some of the fiercest standoffs have come in Texas, where Gov. Greg Abbott (R) signed the most expansive preemption law in the country in June, barring cities and counties from passing an array of ordinances. Opponents condemned it as the "Death Star," saying it would imperil local residents and block worker protections like mandatory water breaks during heat waves. Abbott defended the law as crucial to reducing business regulation.
"Texas small businesses are the backbone of our economy. Burdensome regulations are an obstacle to their success," Abbott posted on X, formerly Twitter, saying the law was meant "to cut red tape & help businesses thrive."

Henry Gomez uses a blower to cool off as his yard crew pauses during a heat wave in Houston in August. Republican state lawmakers blocked several Texas cities from mandating water breaks for outdoor workers. (Adrees Latif/Reuters)


Houston officials sued, and a judge found the law unconstitutional. The state appealed, which suspended the lower court ruling and allowed the law to take effect in September. The appeal remains pending before the Republican judges of the Texas Supreme Court.
"The governor's and legislature's ongoing war on such home-rule cities hurts the state and its economy, discourages new transplants from other states, and thwarts the will of Texas voters," Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, another Black Democrat, said in a statement after the initial ruling. "This self-defeating war on cities needs to end."
Abbott also signed two laws to prevent local officials from appointing the elections administrator in Harris County, the state's most populous jurisdiction, and to permit the secretary of state to oversee elections there. On other fronts, he allowed the state to intervene if district attorneys refuse to prosecute abortion-related cases, sent state troopers to patrol liberal Austin and an overwhelmingly Hispanic community north of Houston, and backed his administration's takeover of Houston's school district because of poor academic ratings.
"It used to be you would try to disenfranchise people of color. Now the strategy is to delegitimize officials of color because they're not able to win the hearts and minds of people in these jurisdictions," said Harris County Attorney Christian Menefee, whose lawsuit to thwart the state law concerning the election office is pending. "We are a growing, diverse populace that is becoming solidly Democratic and has leaders that look different than the leaders in Austin. And when they have clashes with us, it's red meat for their base."
Preemption has expanded with support from the American Legislative Exchange Council, an organization of state legislators and right-leaning advocacy groups that describes itself as "dedicated to the principles of limited government, free markets and federalism." It has a distinct take on why such effort is necessary.
"Over the past decade, activists have often targeted local governments to push big-government policies that would not survive in state capitols," said Lee Schalk, the council's vice president of policy. "As a result, state lawmakers have found themselves in the precarious position of passing preemption laws to get a handle on intrusive government at the local level."
The pandemic was a particular inflection point. The longer it continued, the more some governors and mayors were at odds over public health policies, including shutdowns, masking requirements and vaccine mandates. The sharpest disagreements arose between Republican governors and local Democratic officials.
As the country has become more polarized, these fights have become more intense. Columbia University law professor Richard Briffault faults states for hypocrisy: "They're in favor of home rule when it's the feds, but not when it's states versus locals."
The U.S. Conference of Mayors passed a resolution at its annual gathering this summer "to undertake an all-out campaign" against state preemption, which it identified as racist and punitive. In a report he wrote for the group, Briffault underscored that point.
"Increasingly, preemption is punitive -- it not only displaces local efforts but calls for punishing local officials or cities when they try to disagree," he wrote. In 2023, he added, "preemption moves have become even more aggressive, directly challenging local self-government."

Republican Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves supports a new state-run criminal justice system just for the capital city of Jackson, which will launch in January. (Rogelio V. Solis/AP)


Mississippi's majority-White, GOP-controlled legislature created a separate state-run criminal justice system this spring solely for Jackson, which is more than 80 percent Black and led by Democrats. Proponents contended that the system, with judges appointed by the state's chief justice, would make the capital city safer. People convicted of a misdemeanor like disturbing the peace could be sentenced to prison instead of county jail.
"Jackson has to be better," Gov. Tate Reeves (R) said in signing the law. "I refuse to accept the status quo. As long as I'm governor, the state will keep fighting for safer streets for every Mississippian."
But residents sued to block the law, alleging it was unconstitutional. Cliff Johnson, director of the MacArthur Justice Center at the University of Mississippi law school, represented them in hopes of stopping other Southern states from following suit.
"We were deeply concerned that this would become the blueprint for places like Memphis, Birmingham, New Orleans and Little Rock," inspiring lawmakers in the respective states to craft similar legislation undermining Democratic control in urban areas, Johnson said in an interview.
The plaintiffs won a narrow victory at the state Supreme Court in September. The outcome will allow someone prosecuted in the new system once it launches early next year to appeal a conviction in county court, where judges are locally elected. A separate federal lawsuit is ongoing.
"There's nothing about our success in Mississippi that provides protection to those in Memphis or Birmingham," Johnson said.

Republican lawmakers in Tennessee introduce legislation in 2019 to limit the powers of community oversight boards -- months after Democratic-leaning Nashville passed a referendum establishing such a group to investigate police misconduct claims. (Mark Humphrey/AP)


In Tennessee, Republican lawmakers went after the Democratic-led city of Nashville after its metropolitan council voted against hosting the 2024 GOP national convention. They cut the council by half, granted the state control over the city's airport and sports authority and defunded its convention center.
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally (R) offered a blunt explanation for those actions. "Over the last year, Metro has made it clear they are no longer interested in aggressively recruiting top-tier conventions," he said. "If Nashville wants to prioritize political posturing over prosperity for its people, that's their prerogative. But the state does not have to participate."
City leaders are still fighting the changes in court, though they got a boost in late October when a judicial panel ruled that the airport takeover was unconstitutional. They've used different strategies to respond to other measures. After a state law abolished local police oversight boards, Nashville reconstituted its board -- created by referendum with overwhelming popular support -- as a civilian review board with limited scope.
"We spend an incredible amount of energy embracing constraint under a Republican supermajority's preemption," said Mayor Freddie O'Connell, who's officially nonpartisan but affiliated with Democrats. "It contributes to an atmosphere of chaos in governance."
Mayor Quinton Lucas (D) of Kansas City, Mo., is locked in his own legal battle against a state mandate that the city spend 25 percent of its budget on police. He views such intervention as "the preeminent policy challenge of my four years, and I have dealt with covid, protests, homelessness, fentanyl. ... All of us are finding our ability to govern frustrated."
Yet for Lucas, who is Black, preemption is also a civil rights issue, one he's discussed with the NAACP and African American Mayors Association.

Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, a Democrat, has struggled to pass local tobacco and gun control ordinances because of constraints enacted by Ohio's Republican-controlled legislature. (Sarah Rice for The Washington Post)


"This is a way to make sure our communities are controlled, denying the power of Black voters to have self-determination, especially in the South and industrial Midwest," he said. "It's hurting us now and actively harming quality of life in our communities for those who can afford it the least."
He and Bibb have formed a working group with half a dozen blue-city mayors from West Virginia to Arizona to strategize responses to state preemption. In addition, Cleveland's mayor has appealed to the Biden administration for more direct federal funding to cities, bypassing red-state gatekeepers who have used the money as leverage.
"If they want to see a real change," Bibb said, "send that money directly to the mayors ... to make sure as mayors we can control our destiny and preserve home rule in our cities."
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Tracking damage within the Gaza Strip through maps
Analysis of satellite imagery reveals the latest damage across Gaza since the start of the Israel-Gaza war.
By Julia Ledur, Janice Kai Chen | 2023-11-28
For almost two months, Israeli airstrikes have caused extensive damage in the Gaza Strip, particularly in the most densely populated northern region, where residents were told to evacuate. Bombardment has killed more than 13,300 Palestinians and injured over 35,180, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Currently, Israel and Hamas have agreed to a pause in fighting as hostages are released from the Gaza Strip each day in exchange for Palestinian prisoners.
Israel says it is targeting Hamas leaders and fighters in retaliation to Hamas's deadly surprise attack on Israel on Oct. 7. But an analysis of satellite imagery shows that places of worship, hospitals, schools and residential areas have also been damaged or destroyed.
In northwest Gaza, Israeli airstrikes at the Jabalya refugee camp left more than 100 people dead and hundreds injured, according to Gaza officials. Israel said it was targeting Hamas operatives and infrastructure. The Jabalya refugee camp was home to nearly 60,000 people before the war.
About two miles south of the Jabalya camp, in the heart of Gaza City, several mosques, schools, residential buildings and the Islamic University of Gaza have been heavily damaged. A cemetery and a sewage treatment plant in eastern Gaza City were also hit.
Most of the damage is concentrated in heavily populated areas in northern Gaza. At least 67,700 buildings in Gaza were damaged as of Nov. 22, according to damage analysis by Corey Scher and Jamon Van Den Hoek.
Damage analysis of Copernicus Sentinel-1 satellite data by Corey Scher of CUNY Graduate Center and Jamon Van Den Hoek of Oregon State University. Damage data as of 10:49 a.m. Eastern on Nov. 22. Population data is sourced from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Building footprint data is computer generated by Microsoft Maps using computer vision algorithms. Infrastructure data is from OpenStreetMap.
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Israel-Gaza war: 11 hostages released into Israel after pause in fighting extended for two days
Under the deal, mediated by Qatar and Egypt, additional women and children would be released from captivity in Gaza each day in exchange for Palestinian prisoners.
By Rachel Pannett, Niha Masih, Leo Sands, Jennifer Hassan, Adam Taylor, Washington Post Staff, Karen DeYoung, Sammy Westfall, Michael Birnbaum, Louisa Loveluck, Lior Soroka, Sarah Dadouch, Steve Hendrix, Mariana Alfaro, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Mikhail Klimentov, Naomi Schanen, Perry Stein, Amy B Wang, Rebecca Tan, Miriam Berger, Abigail Hauslohner, Christian Davenport, Joe Snell, Bryan Pietsch, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Hannah Allam, Ben Brasch, Susannah George | 2023-11-28

UNRWA trucks carrying aid and ambulances were lined up on the outskirts of Gaza City on Nov. 27, as they waited for clearance to deliver aid into northern Gaza.


Eleven hostages were released by Hamas into Israel on Monday, according to the Israel Defense Forces. In exchange, 33 Palestinian civilians were set to be released from Israeli prison, a spokesman for Qatar's Foreign Ministry said. Earlier Monday, Israel and Hamas agreed to a deal to extend the fragile pause in fighting in Gaza by two days, according to Qatari officials. Under the deal, mediated by Qatar and Egypt, additional women and children would be released from captivity in the Gaza Strip each day in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. Before Monday, Hamas released 58 hostages, including Thai and Philippine nationals, after a captive exchange deal between Israel and Hamas went into effect Friday. Israel has released more than 100 imprisoned Palestinian women and teenagers in exchange. While fighting has been paused, aid agencies have been racing to boost deliveries to Gaza.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/27/israel-hamas-war-hostages-news-gaza-palestine/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



These are some of the hostages Hamas released from Gaza
Hostages released by Hamas include relatives from a kibbutz, 17 Thai nationals and an American Israeli 4-year-old.
By Niha Masih, Rachel Pannett, Bryan Pietsch, Rebecca Tan, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Abigail Hauslohner, Jennifer Hassan, Sammy Westfall | 2023-11-28
Hamas released 11 hostages Monday, bringing the total released since Friday, when a pause in hostilities began, to 69. The extremist group, which attacked Israel on Oct. 7, leaving about 1,200 people dead and seizing an estimated 240 hostages, negotiated with Israel a two-day extension in the initial four-day pause, tied to further hostage releases in exchange for the release of Palestinian prisoners held in Israel.
Some among the hostages taken are from countries other than Israel, but most have Israeli citizenship. Not all are thought to be held by Hamas. Smaller militant groups such as Palestinian Islamic Jihad are potentially in control of some.
Here's what we know about the people who have been released.

Abigail Edan's grandfather Carmel Edan said Nov. 26 that he could not believe his eyes when he first saw photos of his granddaughter en route to Israel.


Abigail Edan, 4, a dual citizen of Israel and the United States, was the first American hostage freed by Hamas as part of a deal struck with the Israeli military that the Biden administration helped broker. She was the youngest of the 10 Americans thought to have been taken hostage in the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas on Israel, The Washington Post reported.
On that day, she saw her mother, Smadar, fatally shot by Hamas militants who broke into their home. Her father was shielding her but was gunned down moments later. She crawled out from under his body and sought refuge at a neighbor's house. But militants found her there and took her hostage along with the family of five living next door, her relatives said.
For 50 days, Abigail's family members said they did not give up hope that the child -- whom they have described as a precocious tot who "ran" her household -- would return home.

Adrienne "Aviva" Siegel in Ofakim, Israel, on Sunday after being released by Hamas. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


David Siegel's sister-in-law, Adrienne "Aviva" Siegel, was among those freed Sunday. He told The Post that she "has now spoken by phone with her four adult children and sounded excited."
"She is still to undergo a physical and psychological evaluation at a hospital before being reunited with her family," David Siegel wrote in a text message.
But the family can't fully exhale.
Adrienne's husband and David's brother, Keith Siegel, 64, is still thought to be held by Hamas.
"We have no news about my brother Keith but are hoping that he will be released in the near future," David Siegel wrote.
Gelienor "Jimmy" Pacheco, a Filipino caregiver who was kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz on Oct. 7, was freed Friday along with 10 Thai nationals.
His wife, Clarice Joy Ponce Pacheco, wrote in a Facebook post that it was a "big miracle" that her husband would have a "second life" following his release.
She posted a photo of Pacheco with the family he worked for. "They never left him/us their home family on this battle!" she wrote. Pacheco had been caring for Amitai Ben Zvi, who was killed in the attack.
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Friday that Pacheco was in Israel being attended to by Philippine consular officials.
"I salute the work of the Philippine Foreign Service in securing his release, and once again thank the State of Qatar for their invaluable assistance in making Jimmy's release possible," he wrote on social media.
Pacheco is among the dozens of Southeast Asian workers who were swept up in the Hamas attack. Many Filipinos work in Israel as caregivers to earn higher wages than they can at home.
It was not clear how many Filipinos were being held captive. At least three were killed in the attack, according to Philippine Foreign Minister Enrique Manalo.

Elma Avraham was released over the weekend. (Hostages and Missing Families Forum/Reuters)


Elma Avraham, an 84-year-old who was taken hostage by Hamas last month and freed over the weekend, is in serious condition, according to her family and medical staff treating her in Israel.
Hagai Levine, head of medical at the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, told a Monday news conference that Avraham had a heart rate of 40 beats per minute and "a very low body temperature" when she arrived from Gaza.
Avraham's daughter, Tali Amano, said her mother has many health issues, including thyroid disease and a heart condition, which were being managed before she was taken hostage. On Monday, Levine said Avraham was not administered thyroid medication while she was held hostage.
Uri Rawitz, Avraham's son, said his mother was struggling to breathe and that she probably wouldn't have survived if she had been kept inside the enclave another day.
"Elma's life is still in danger," added Tzachi Slotsky, deputy administrator of Soroka Medical Center. "She is still suffering from a difficult health condition."
Avraham was kidnapped from Kibbutz Nahal Oz during the Oct. 7 attack, the Times of Israel reported. Before she was taken, she had told Rawitz that she was alone in her safe room but unable to lock the door because it was too heavy, the Times of Israel reported.
Avraham's children said they tried to get her medications to her while she was in Gaza but believe they were failed by the Red Cross. "We tried handing them over her medicines but were told, 'No, we can't,'" her daughter said.

Ruth Munder with a soldier shortly after her arrival in Israel on Friday. (IDF/AP) (AP)


Family members spanning three generations were released Friday. Ruth Munder, 78; her daughter, Keren Munder, 54; and Keren Munder's 9-year-old son, Ohad, who celebrated his birthday in captivity, were abducted from Kibbutz Nir Or and were freed Friday. The mother and son were in the kibbutz for a visit to see family, NBC reported.
In a video of their reunion, Ohad can be seen running to his father's arms, after a health check at an Israeli hospital.
"I'm waiting to see Ohad and can't wait to give him his Rubik's cube, which I know he really loved and he probably missed it so much," said his 27-year-old cousin Roni Haviv, Reuters reported. Players from local soccer club Hapoel Be'er Sheva F.C. also visited Ohad in the hospital.
Ruth learned listening to the radio, after she was released, that her son, Roy, had been killed by Hamas on Oct. 7, the Times of Israel reported. Another video shows Keren learning that her 78-year-old father was being held captive by Hamas. "So he wasn't murdered," Keren says in the video, published on Israel's Channel 12.
Ruth's cousin Merav Raviv told NBC that food was in short supply for captives, and Hamas gave her family members bread and rice. They lost weight in captivity, Raviv told NBC. The cousin said the three were kept together and were supervised by the same man for the duration. To go to the bathroom, they were told to knock on a door and would sometimes wait for two hours, she said.

Noam Avigdori, 12, was taken hostage with family members. (Rachel Gur/Rachel Gur via AP)


The 13 Israelis who were released Saturday night were largely from the Beeri kibbutz and included a grandmother and a 3-year-old.
Noam Avigdori, 12, and her mother, Sharon, 52, were kidnapped from the kibbutz while visiting Sharon's brother. Seven other members of the family were taken captive on Oct. 7, and three were killed.
Alma Or, 13, was also kidnapped from her home in Beeri with brother Noam, 17. Both were released Saturday. Their mother, Yonat, was killed in the attack.
Hila Rotem, 13, and Emily Hand, 9, were also released, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum. Rotem was kidnapped in Beeri after escaping her house, where her mother, Raaya, was taken. She was eventually found in bushes and brought into Gaza.
Hand, an Irish Israeli, was initially thought to be dead after the Oct. 7 attack. The Israel Defense Forces later informed the family of evidence showing she was among those taken captive in Gaza. She turned 9 on Friday.

Emily Hand was released Saturday. (Hostages and Missing Families Forum) (AP)


"Emily has come back to us," read a statement from the family released by the Hostages and Missing Families Forum. "We can't find the words to describe our emotions after 50 challenging and complicated days."
Emily's family said they were "overjoyed" to be reunited with her and thanked well-wishers for their support.
Shoshan Haran, 67, her daughter, Adi Shoham, 38, and her grandchildren, Nave, 8, and Yael, 3, were also among those released. Eight members of their family were kidnapped, and three were killed.
All were taken in Beeri during a visit with relatives.
Shiri Weiss, 53, was also kidnapped in Beeri as her daughter, Noga, watched while hiding under a bed. Noga, 18, then fled her house as it was burned but was eventually taken, too, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum. Both were released Saturday evening.
Shiri's husband, Ilan, was also kidnapped and was not among those released.

Released Thai hostages at the Shamir Medical Center in Israel on Sunday. (Thailand Foreign Ministry) (Thai Foreign Ministry/AP)


Seventeen Thai nationals were released by Hamas in three groups over the weekend, according to Thai authorities. There are at least 15 Thai nationals still in the custody of Hamas, the country's Foreign Ministry said.
The latest release occurred Sunday night, on the third day of a planned pause in fighting. Three Thais were among hostages taken by car to the Kerem Shalom border crossing between Gaza and Egypt, Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin said. They were uninjured, healthy and able to "walk and talk normally," he added. "Everyone is very happy to be released. In overall, their mental health is still good," the prime minister said.
Earlier Sunday, Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen met with released hostages from Thailand and the Philippines who have been undergoing medical checks at a facility near Tel Aviv. Thai authorities said they hoped to bring back the released hostages "as soon as possible." Many of them are agricultural workers from the country's northeast region of Isaan.
Manee Jirachart's mother, Buasri, prayed for his release nearly every day since he was taken hostage and was greeted Sunday with a video showing him walking into Egypt. He did a video call to his parents later from the medical center in Israel where he was being treated. His first question to his parents was whether they knew he'd been abducted.
"I said we knew. ... We knew from the very beginning," she told The Post. Manee wasn't able to speak for long or describe the conditions of his captivity in detail, in part because officials think it could endanger the people still being held. But he told his family that he was physically unharmed.
Roongarun Wichanguen, sister of released hostage Vetoon Phoome, 33, told Agence France-Presse in an interview that her family had nearly lost hope waiting for her brother's return. "He seemed okay," she said after speaking to him over the weekend. "He said that he was not tortured or assaulted and had been fed good food."
Thai officials and Thai Muslim leaders spent weeks negotiating the release of their hostages through intermediaries in the Middle East. After the initial release of hostages, Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara publicly thanked the governments of Qatar, Israel, Egypt, Iran and Malaysia, as well as the International Committee of the Red Cross, for securing their release.
Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
Correction: An earlier version of this article incorrectly referred to Elma Avraham's daughter as Tali Avraham. Her name is Tali Amano. The article has been corrected.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/27/israel-hamas-hostages-released-list/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Gaza breathes sigh of relief as pause in fighting is extended
The announcement of the two-day extension was a further respite for the war-battered strip and a relief for the families of Israeli hostages who have yet to be released.
By Sarah Dadouch, Hazem Balousha, Hajar Harb, Miriam Berger | 2023-11-28

During a four-day pause in fighting in the Gaza Strip, drone footage taken in Gaza City on Nov. 26 shows wide-scale destruction after seven weeks of war.


BEIRUT -- Israel and Hamas agreed Monday to extend the humanitarian pause in Gaza by two days, Qatar's Foreign Ministry announced, a further respite for the war-battered strip and a relief for the families of Israeli hostages who have yet to be released.
Hamas confirmed the agreement, which would see additional women and children released from captivity in Gaza in exchange for Palestinian women and teens held in Israelis prisons. 
The original deal dictated that the pause could be extended by one day for every 10 additional Israeli hostages released; Israel said late Monday it had already received the names of the next group set to be released on Tuesday. Nearly 70 hostages -- the majority Israeli but also Thai, Philippine and Russian citizens -- and more than 100 Palestinians were released over the first four days, including 11 Israelis and 33 Palestinians on Monday.
"Those released include young children, mothers, and grandmothers," President Biden said in a statement Monday. "The humanitarian pause has also enabled a significant surge in additional humanitarian assistance to the innocent civilians who are suffering across the Gaza strip."
All day, Palestinians were gripped by apprehension as the clock ticked down on the original four-day pause, which has brought a rare quiet to the skies and relief to residents bracing for the next round of violence.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has made clear that any extension of the pause will be short-lived and that the war will continue -- repeating his vow to eliminate the Hamas militant group after its Oct. 7 attack on Israel, which killed 1,200 people.
"We will go back to realizing our goals with full force: eliminating Hamas, ensuring that Gaza will not go back to being what it was and, of course, releasing all of our hostages," he said in a video statement Sunday.
In addition to the hostage-for-prisoner exchanges, the deal stipulated that hundreds of trucks be allowed to enter Gaza with humanitarian relief, medical supplies and desperately needed fuel.

Palestinians fleeing north Gaza move southward as trucks carrying aid and fuel head toward the north of the enclave during a temporary pause in fighting on Monday. (Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters)


The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, or OCHA, said in a statement Sunday that the distribution of aid in southern Gaza had picked up during the first three days of the pause and that fuel for operating generators was being supplied to hospitals, shelters, water desalination plants and pumping stations.
Northern Gaza, where the fighting and bombardment has been most intense, has received a total of 150 trucks containing food, water, milk for infants and other relief, the Palestine Red Crescent Society said.
The delivery of water to displacement shelters was the first since Oct. 7, according to OCHA, which has expressed concerns about dehydration and the spread of waterborne diseases in the strip, where many families were forced to drink brackish water after Gaza's last desalination plant shut down.
The pause was an "important step" but much more is needed to "alleviate the dire situation in Gaza and find a way out of this crisis," E.U. foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell said Monday. Speaking at the Forum for the Union of the Mediterranean in Barcelona, he said the warring parties must work toward a political solution that would "allow us to break the cycle of violence once and for all."
"One horror cannot justify another horror," he said. "The way Israel exercises its right to defense matters."
Late Monday, 11 Israelis were released to the International Committee of the Red Cross and 33 Palestinians were returned to their families in the occupied West Bank.
Al Jazeera broadcast footage of the hostages being handed over, showing a woman in a wheelchair and several children.
Qatar's Foreign Ministry spokesman, Majed al-Ansari, confirmed that the dual Israeli nationals released included three French citizens, two Germans and six Argentines. All 11 -- nine children and two women -- were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz on Oct. 7.
The Palestinians freed included 30 teenagers and three women, Ansari said.
There were no American citizens among the hostages released Monday; on Sunday, 4-year-old Abigail Edan was the first dual U.S.-Israeli national to be freed. Her parents were killed in front of her on Oct. 7.
"I spoke with Abigail's family following her release, and we are working closely with our Israeli partners to ensure she gets the care and support she needs as she begins to recover from this unspeakable trauma," Biden said in his statement.

Oria Brodutch jumps onto his father, Avihai Brodutch, shortly after they were reunited in Israel on Sunday. (Schneider Children's Medical Center/Reuters)


In Gaza, footage on Al Jazeera showed glimpses of daily life resuming. People lined up in the rain to fill yellow and blue water gallons. In the city of Deir al-Balah, throngs of men and women descended on open-air markets, vying for limited goods -- buying greens from trucks or dried goods on the side of the road. Some families returned to their destroyed homes and sat amid the ruins of bedroom walls and kitchen floors, sipping coffee and tea.
Gaza City has borne the brunt of the bombardments and ground fighting, driving many inhabitants to flee south. Others, like Hussam Qidra, found themselves trapped, surrounded by gunfire.
"My brothers are in the south and they are suffering too; no point in going south, no safe place anywhere," he told The Washington Post.
The streets of Gaza's largest city were littered with dead bodies, he said. Some people come to take them away in donkey carts.
"Most of the streets are bulldozed; [there's] no life in the city."
Qidra said the main produce available in the market was tomatoes, sold at more than six times their usual price, while the price of water has increased fivefold. "Luckily I stored up some food, mainly cans, and I'm okay on a personal level," he said. Today, he said, he and his family would make do on canned white beans.

An Israeli soldier looks at Palestinians fleeing south on Salah al-Din Road in the central Gaza Strip on Monday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Qidra said he has no plans to leave his home, whenever the pause ends. "I'd die anywhere, in Gaza City or the south; bombardment is everywhere," he said. He knew many people who were killed in the south, some while trying to flee, he added.
The Gaza Health Ministry had hoped a pause in hostilities would allow it to update its tally of the dead, which has stood incomplete at more 13,300 since Thursday. But it said there are too many bodies still buried under the rubble to provide an accurate count. On Sunday, the ministry urged Gazans to call a toll-free number to report any relatives who are missing or trapped.
Mahmoud Bassal, a spokesman for Gaza's civil defense, told The Post that workers had removed about 150 bodies lying on the streets of Gaza City and elsewhere in the north. But their efforts were hindered by a lack of equipment and tools, as well as fuel for excavators -- no fuel has reached the north so far.
"At present, the civil defense's only feasible task, given the current situation, is firefighting," he said. Two-thirds of their equipment is out of service, he added.
The pause in fighting has revealed the scale of destruction, with entire areas, such as the al-Sabra neighborhood in Gaza City, "completely removed and destroyed," he said.
"Gaza City has regressed 50 years and is currently unfit for living," he said. When the war is over, he continued, people will struggle to find a future there.

A Palestinian child holds a cat while standing on the rubble of houses destroyed by Israeli strikes during the conflict at the Khan Younis refugee camp in the southern Gaza Strip on Monday. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


Shaima Miqdad, 37, told The Post that in the hours before the pause went into effect on Friday, her aunt's family home in Gaza City was hit by airstrikes, killing her and 15 members of her extended family. The sole relative who survived, a 30-year-old doctor, clawed his way out of the shattered concrete.
"We did not know that they were killed" for days, she said, due to a communication outage across the enclave. Only when the guns fell silent were relatives and neighbors able to recover the bodies of her aunt and some of her children.
"But we have no information about the rest," Miqdad said. "We hope that the promises that the [truce] can be extended will be true, at least so we can bury our martyrs and extract the rest of them."
Balousha reported from Amman, Jordan, Harb from London and Berger from Jerusalem. Heba Mahfouz in Cairo, Susannah George in Doha, Qatar, Niha Masih in Seoul, Claire Parker in Jerusalem and Jennifer Hassan in London contributed to this report.
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Thin rations, heavy bombing: Israel's hostages start sharing their stories
The stories of hostages kidnapped by Hamas are emerging, slowly and in fragments, as dozens of women and children are released from Gaza during a pause in the fighting.
By Louisa Loveluck, Lior Soroka | 2023-11-28

A photo of Ohad Munder, 9, is projected on the Tel Aviv Museum of Art following his release from captivity in Gaza on Friday along with his mother and grandmother. They were taken hostage by Hamas militants on Oct. 7. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


JERUSALEM -- They survived on rice and bread and slept as best they could on chairs and benches. At least one man tried to escape his captors when an Israeli airstrike caused the building he was in to collapse. A young boy kept a diary of his experience.
The stories of hostages kidnapped by Hamas on Oct. 7 are emerging, slowly and in fragments, as dozens of Israeli women and children, as well as foreign workers, are released from Gaza as part of a humanitarian pause in the fighting.
Israel and Hamas agreed Monday to extend the pause for two additional days, under a deal brokered by Qatar and Egypt that will allow more hostages to be exchanged for Palestinian women and teenagers in Israeli prisons. Eleven Israelis and 33 Palestinians were released later Monday.
For the families of the hostages, the silence from their loved ones over seven long weeks has been torturous. Now, as some are reunited, there are new challenges to navigate and unseen wounds to consider.
Most of the freed hostages are being treated in hospitals, far from the gaze of the media and a shellshocked country that is still searching for answers. In recent days, a handful of the former captives' relatives have given interviews, providing a first, limited glimpse into their ordeal.
Much of the information about where, and how, the hostages were held remains elusive. Psychologists have warned of the dangers of pressing the newly released for information, citing the risk of re-traumatization.
The captives, including young children and the elderly, were ripped from their families after Hamas militants killed loved ones and neighbors -- sometimes in front of them. Israel's retaliatory military campaign has killed more than 13,000 people in Gaza, shattering entire neighborhoods and, hostages' families fear, putting the lives of their relatives in danger.
"Some of them decided to stay longer in the hospital in order to cope with the event," Itai Pessach, the director of Sheba Medical Center's Safra Children's Hospital, said Monday. "We're also exposed to very difficult, painful, complex stories about captivity. Despite the optimistic appearance, the captivity period was difficult and complex, and it will take time for wounds to heal."
In an online news conference Sunday, the families of several former Israeli hostages said their loved ones had yet to fully grasp the extent to which their cases had gripped their country -- and the world. For now, they were staying in the loving embrace of a small circle of relatives.

Yaffa Adar, 85, pictured in an undated photo, was released Friday after being held hostage in the Gaza Strip for more than seven weeks. (Hostages and Missing Persons Families Forum/AP)


Yaffa Adar, 85, counted every one of her more than 50 days in captivity and never lost hope that she would eventually be returned to Israel, her granddaughter Adva said. "I'm so proud to be her granddaughter," she said. "It means the world to see that she is with us."
Adar and Keren Munder, 54, returned much thinner than before, relatives said. "They were eating, but not regularly and not all of the time," said Merav Mor Raviv, Munder's cousin. Munder and her mother, Ruth, 78, had lost between 13 and 17 pounds, Raviv said.
They slept on rows of three chairs tied together, like benches in a waiting room, and had to knock on the door to gain their captors' attention when they needed to use the bathroom. The wait sometimes lasted several hours, they said.
Despite all they've been through, most of the returning hostages appeared to be in stable physical condition. Eyal Nouri, the nephew of Adina Moshe, 72, freed Friday, said his aunt "had to adjust to the sunlight" because "she was in complete darkness" for weeks, the Times of Israel reported.
In the early days of the hostages' captivity, relatives geolocated some of them in Gaza using their smartwatches or iPhones. Their whereabouts after that were shrouded in mystery, though Hamas had said hostages were being kept in the group's vast tunnel network that runs underneath the strip.
In an interview with Israel's Channel 12, Raviv said her family members had been kept above and below ground -- sometimes they were guarded by armed militants, she said, other times it was less clear. "They do not know where they were; people watched over them." There were Hebrew speakers among them, she said.
Munder's 9-year-old son, Ohad, spent his birthday in captivity. After a gentle and joyous reunion with his friends, one of them told Israel's Walla News that the boy had kept a diary while he was held but left it in Gaza. His mother feared that its existence might endanger him.

Nine-year-old Ohad Munder and other former hostages are taken to a hospital in Israel after being released by Hamas on Friday. (Israel Defense Forces/AFP/Getty Images)


The family testimonies suggest that the hostages were isolated, cut off from the outside world. Some did not know the fate of the loved ones they were taken from.
In an interview with Kan public radio, Elena Magid, the aunt of Israeli Russian hostage Roni Krivoi, who was released Sunday, said the 25-year-old had at one point managed to escape his captors amid an airstrike and heavy fighting.
"He was able to flee after the building collapsed, and for a few days he hid, alone," she said. "In the end, the Gazans found him and brought him to the terrorists."

Video captured by Al Jazeera shows Israeli hostages being handed over from Hamas to the Red Cross on Nov. 27 in the Gaza Strip.


It is unclear how many of the hostages are still alive. Hamas militants have said that some have been killed in Israeli airstrikes, but they have not produced evidence to corroborate their claims.
One hostage, a young woman, was seen Saturday night on crutches in a video released by Hamas documenting the handover. She grimaced as she entered a Red Cross vehicle. On Monday, television footage showed 11-year-old Yuval Engel leaving Gaza in a wheelchair.
At a news conference Monday, the family of Elma Avraham, who was released Sunday, said the 84-year-old required immediate medical attention. "My mother suffered from severe medical neglect. Lifesaving medication was not given to her," said Avraham's daughter, Tali, at the Soroka University Medical Center, in southern Israel.
She criticized the Israeli government, as well as the International Committee of the Red Cross, which received the hostages from Hamas: "It appears that she has been abandoned twice; once on October 7, and again by all the organizations that were supposed to help her."
The hospital's deputy administrator, Tzachi Slotsky, said Avraham had a preexisting medical condition when she was kidnapped. "She is still suffering from a difficult health condition," he said.
While nearly 70 hostages have now been released, more than 150 are still believed to be in captivity. The families that have been made whole say they will not rest until the others come home.
"The fight is not over, and we need each and every one of you to continue, help us, share their stories and demand their return because each one of them has a family who needs to be reunited with their loved ones," Adva Adar said.
Soroka reported from Tel Aviv.
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Hijacking attempt on Israel-linked ship thwarted by U.S. Navy
The attempted seizure came after at least two other vessels were similarly attacked in incursions believed to have had ties to the Israel-Gaza conflict.
By Ben Brasch, Dan Lamothe | 2023-11-27

An undated photo of the motor vessel Central Park, a ship managed by a firm under Israeli billionaire Eyal Ofer's Zodiac Group. (Zodiac Maritime/AP)


U.S. naval forces on Sunday thwarted the attempted hijacking of a commercial ship owned by an Israeli billionaire as the vessel transited the Gulf of Aden, an incident followed by two ballistic missile launches from Yemen apparently directed at the American personnel who answered the ship's distress call, U.S. officials said.
Five people, all armed, were detained in the incident, Brig. Gen. Patrick Ryder, a Pentagon spokesman, said Monday. Initial indications are that they are Somali, he added, though U.S. officials were still assessing that.
Military officials said the destroyer USS Mason, along with other ships and aircraft that participate in an international counter-piracy task force, answered a distress call from the crew of the motor vessel Central Park, who indicated "they were under attack from an unknown entity." A team of U.S. personnel with the Mason then pursued the suspected hijackers as they fled the Central Park in a small boat, a chase that ended with their surrender after the Americans fired warning shots at them, officials said.
After the attempted hijacking was disrupted, two ballistic missiles were fired toward the Mason and the Central Park from Houthi-controlled territory in Yemen, U.S. officials said. Both missiles landed "harmlessly in the water" about 10 nautical miles from the vessels, and no one was injured, Ryder said, adding officials continue to assess the incident.
The Houthis are a militant group aligned with and armed by Iran. Since the eruption of war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza last month, U.S. military officials have recorded a rise in harassing behavior emanating from Yemen, and by Iran-affiliated militia groups in Syria and Iraq.
It was not immediately clear whether the suspected Somali hijackers were collaborating in some way with the Houthis. Ryder said the attack on the tanker was "clearly a piracy-related incident," noting that they attempted to access the crew cabin of the ship. There's a long history, Ryder added, of Somali piracy in the Gulf of Aden.
"These individuals attempted to access and take control of the ship," Ryder said. "But when the combined task force responded, they essentially fled."
Janni Jarvinen, a representative for Zodiac Maritime, the British company that manages the Central Park, said the ship's 22-person crew and its cargo are safe.
Jarvinen said the Central Park's crew includes Russian, Vietnamese, Bulgarian, Indian, Georgian and Philippine nationals. The Liberian-flagged chemical tanker was transporting phosphoric acid.
Zodiac Maritime is a brand under Israeli billionaire Eyal Ofer's Zodiac Group. The Ofers made their fortune through real estate and shipping, according to Forbes.
Last week, Iranian-backed Houthi rebels said they had seized the Israeli-linked vessel Galaxy Leader in the Red Sea, and they vowed to target ships owned or operated by Israel.
In 2021, two people died aboard a Zodiac Maritime oil tanker after the vessel was attacked with an explosive drone during a string of attacks on tankers and other vessels when tensions in the region were high.
Christian Davenport and Kyle Rempfer contributed to this report.
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For Israelis, even an extended pause in the Gaza war does not mean peace
While Israelis have rejoiced at hostages' return to their families during a short-lived pause, there is near unanimous support for continuing the Gaza war. 
By Steve Hendrix | 2023-11-28

Israel Defense Forces vehicles at a base camp at the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel on Sunday. (Christophe Petit Tesson/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- As Israel and Hamas agreed Monday to extend a tense, temporary pause in combat, outside parties have dared to hope that the break in violence will evolve into a more prolonged halt to a war that has already laid waste to much of Gaza.
Qatari mediators announced that the initial four-day pause would be extended for two additional days to allow for the release of more Hamas hostages, as well as Palestinian women and teens held in Israeli prisons.
But humanitarian groups rushing aid trucks into the enclave are still pleading for more time, and for steps that will keep southern Gaza, where hundreds of thousands of families are sheltering, from becoming Israel's next target.
"I have remained deeply engaged over the last few days to ensure that this deal--brokered and sustained through extensive U.S. mediation and diplomacy--can continue to deliver results," President Biden said in a statement Monday.
But in Israel, politicians, military leaders and the public are nearly unanimous: No matter how long this pause lasts, peace is not at hand.
"Any further negotiations will be held under fire," Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said to troops during a visit to Gaza on Saturday.
Even as Israelis celebrated the release of the first four groups of hostages held by Hamas, there is broad agreement here that the all-out war to eliminate Hamas is far from over. Combat operations will begin as soon as the hostage release deal is complete, officials said.
"This respite will be short," Gallant said to Navy commandos, advising them to be ready for at least two more months of fighting.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant attends a news conference at the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv on Oct. 28. (Abir Sultan/AP)


The Israel Defense Forces have said their troops inside Gaza remain at the ready, although drone surveillance and air operations have largely been suspended.
The military is regrouping for the next phase of operations, officials said, and they expect Hamas is doing the same.
"We will return immediately at the end of the cease-fire to attacking Gaza," Israeli army chief Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi said Saturday. "We will do it to dismantle Hamas and also to create great pressure to return as quickly as possible as many hostages as possible."
More than 13,00o Palestinians have been killed in less than two months of war, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, including thousands of children. Airstrikes have made Gaza City, and much of the rest of the north, an unlivable ruin. In the south, more than a million displaced people are struggling to survive.
Israel's leadership has, publicly at least, been undeterred by the growing international outcry over the mounting death toll and the intensifying humanitarian crisis, which aid groups have said is without precedent. The pause in fighting has not led to any open dissent within the emergency government, which includes Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and opposition members.
During the cabinet debate Tuesday to approve the first break in fighting since the war began, Netanyahu made clear that a vote for the deal was not a vote for lasting peace. In the days since, other politicians have celebrated the scenes of hostages reuniting with families -- constantly looped on television news -- while also calling for combat operations to resume and be directed at the south.
"If there was any disagreement at all, it was the argument with those who didn't think we should stop even for the release of the hostages," said Yaakov Amidror, a former general and Netanyahu's national security adviser from 2011 to 2013. "In the present situation, there is no one who can stop the resumption of the war."
Israelis are still reeling from the trauma of Hamas's surprise attack, which killed some 1,200 people, and public backing for the war has not ebbed during seven weeks of fighting.
More than 90 percent of Jewish Israelis support the twin goals of crushing Hamas and saving the hostages, according to a poll Friday by the Israel Democracy Institute (IDI). When asked which was more important, 49 percent chose "releasing all the hostages," compared with 32 percent who believe "toppling Hamas" should be the preeminent aim.

One hundred thousand Israelis gathered in Tel Aviv on Saturday in support of hostages, calling for them to all be released. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


The families of hostages have become a political force in Israel and were pivotal in pressuring Netanyahu to accept the exchange deal mediated by Qatar. While most Israelis support extending the pause to bring as many of the 240 captives home as possible, that does not mean they want the war to end, according to IDI President Yohanan Plesner.
"In Israeli society nothing has changed," Plesner said. "There is no basis in public opinion for anything having to do with a cease-fire with Hamas or any diplomatic solution."
He added: "There's a broad understanding that there is no way we can restore security, stability or any kind of peaceful relations with Palestinians without eliminating Hamas. And that means more ground operations."
The chaotic second day of the captive exchange deal only added to Israel's distrust of Hamas, according to an Israeli official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue. At the hour when 13 Israelis were due to be handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross on Saturday, Hamas delayed the operation, objecting to what it said were Israeli violations of the agreement.
Israel denied it had broken the terms of the deal, and the intercession of regional mediators eventually paved the way for the group to be released later in the day. Additional groups of hostages were released Sunday and Monday, seemingly without incident.
But "we feel like they are playing games," said the official.
Aid groups and Israel's allies believe the shaky truce is still an important start, and could be used as the basis for a more durable diplomatic solution. But the argument to stop fighting has barely registered here, said Amidror.
"This question is only being asked outside of Israel," he said. "In Israel, it's clear the war is going to resume."
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Russia presses criminal case against award-winning journalist Masha Gessen 
Masha Gessen, a dual Russian-U.S. citizen, is a staff writer for the New Yorker and the author of "The Future Is History: How Totalitarianism Reclaimed Russia." 
By Mary Ilyushina | 2023-11-27

Masha Gessen speaks at the 2022 Committee to Project Journalists International Press Freedom Awards in New York City. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


RIGA, Latvia -- Russia has opened a criminal case against the prominent Russian American writer and journalist Masha Gessen, accusing them of spreading "false information" about the actions of the Russian army in Ukraine -- part of a continuing crackdown by the Kremlin on voices critical of its war.
Russian authorities have charged Gessen, a staff writer for the New Yorker who holds dual Russian and U.S. citizenship but lives in the United States, with spreading "knowingly false information" about atrocities committed by the Russian soldiers in the Ukrainian city of Bucha.
Gessen made the remarks in an interview with popular Russian YouTuber and journalist Yury Dud, in which they discussed a reporting trip to several Ukrainian cities to document potential war crimes in the first months of the war.
Soon after reports of horrendous killings and brutalization of civilians in Bucha emerged in March 2022, Russian authorities launched a false counternarrative claiming that all accounts and photographic and video evidence provided by Bucha residents, Ukrainian officials and journalists were staged and fake.
"According to the information from the Russian General Staff, the information about the mass murder of civilians by the service-members, accompanied by cases of looting, kidnappings and torture in March of 2022 in the town of Bucha during the special military operation is not true," the decree initiating the case states, according to a copy provided by Gessen to The Post.
The Russian-language television channel Rain first reported the details of Gessen's case.
"The possibility of that is zero," Gessen said when Dud asked in the interview whether they thought the claims about Bucha spread by Russian state propaganda outlets had any basis.
Gessen, a nonbinary and trans person, lived and worked in Russia for two decades before returning to the United States in 2013, when Russia started imposing restrictive laws against the LGBTQ+ community.
In 2017, Gessen won the National Book Award in nonfiction for "The Future Is History: How Totalitarianism Reclaimed Russia." Gessen is also the author of a 2013 book about the Russian president: "The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin."
While Russian authorities do not have any immediate reach to Gessen, the criminal case limits the writer's international travel to countries that have mutual extradition treaties with Moscow and hinders their ability to report on Russia, they said in an interview.
"The chances that I will ever be able to go back to Russia -- I'm 56 years old -- are pretty slim," Gessen said. "That has a significant impact on my life and at some point, my journalism."
"But there are also a whole bunch of countries it would be unsafe for me to go to -- they're going to issue a search warrant in the next week or so and that means that all the countries that have extradition treaties with Russia become risky places," they added.
Russia has extradition treaties with nearly all former Soviet states, as well as Indonesia, India, Thailand and other countries.
Russian authorities have severely cracked down on independent journalists since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, using an array of draconian "fake news" and "discreditation of the army" laws adopted in the first weeks of the war.
A Russian opposition politician, Ilya Yashin, was sentenced to eight and a half years in prison for making remarks about the discovery of mass killings in Bucha to Dud in an interview published in April last year. Yashin was an outspoken critic of the Kremlin for many years before the Dud interview. But Gessen suggested that Dud's large Russian-language audience may have triggered the authorities to take action in both cases.
Dud has over 10 million subscribers on YouTube, which remains effectively the last major Western platform easily accessible to Russians. Instagram, Twitter and Facebook have been all blocked.
"[Yashin] was out and about and making the kind of statements that he was making until Dud because so many people watch Dud," Gessen said.
Gessen added, however, that the Russian government's designations of foreign agents, undesirable organizations and extremists were often imposed on journalists with "no rhyme or reason."
Even after Yashin was imprisoned, Russian authorities brought another charge against him for failing to include a "foreign agent" label on posts he shared on the Telegram messaging app via his supporters. A hearing in that case is scheduled for Dec. 1.
Previously, Yashin said he expected authorities to initiate a criminal case against him for evading rules that oblige all foreign agents -- mostly Russian activists, journalists, scientists and government critics -- to label all their publications with a large banner warning readers about their status.
Yashin repeatedly said he would not "voluntarily brand" himself and considers the Russian foreign agent law to be "fascist."
"If there are true foreign agents in our country, we should be looking for them in the Kremlin," Yashin said, adding that he's "loyal to Russia and remains a patriot even from behind bars."
Alsu Kurmasheva, a Russian American journalist, has recently marked a month in prison after Russian authorities accused her of failing to self-report and register as a foreign agent and detained her at the airport in Kazan, Russia, as she was about to board a flight to Prague, where she lives with her family.
Kurmasheva is an editor with the Tatar-Bashkir service of U.S. Congress-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and also a dual U.S.-Russian citizen. The charge marked the first such case initiated against a reporter in Russia. If convicted, she faces up to five years in prison.
Last month, a Russian court upheld the detention of Wall Street Journal reporter and U.S. citizen Evan Gershkovich, who is the first American journalist charged with espionage in Russia since the end of the Cold War and has been behind bars for nine months.
His employer and the U.S. government have denied all charges, and the State Department has designated him as wrongfully detained, a label that unlocks wider government support to secure his release.
Some journalists have been targeted for the second time under the same charges. Denis Kamalyagin, the editor in chief of Pskovskaya Guberniya, an independent outlet in the western Russian region of Pskov, was summoned for questioning on Monday by the local police on charges of "repeated discrimination of the Russian army."
Kamalyagin and some of his staff left Russia in March last year, just a day before their office was raided as part of a separate case.
A few weeks later, a local court pronounced Kamalyagin guilty and fined him for "discriminating" against the Russian forces. The first offense under the discrimination law is an administrative violation, while a repeated offense can result in a prison sentence.
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Why an oil kingdom is hosting the COP28 climate summit and other questions answered
The U.N. Climate Change Conference in Dubai will bring together negotiators from nearly 200 countries. Here's what to know.
By Maxine Joselow | 2023-11-27
Tens of thousands of people from around the world will descend on Dubai this week for the annual United Nations Climate Change Conference.
The United Arab Emirates, a major oil producer, is hosting this year's summit, known as COP28. It comes as top scientists warn the world is far off track from meeting its climate goals.
Here's what to know, and why it matters:
COP stands for "Conference of the Parties," with the word "parties" referring to the nearly 200 countries that agreed to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 1992.
Diplomats from these nations have been meeting every year since 1995. This marks the 28th time they have met, hence COP28.
The summit is officially scheduled to run from Nov. 30 to Dec. 12. But these climate talks often stretch into overtime, as negotiators haggle over unresolved issues.
The conference will take place at Expo City Dubai, which bills itself as a futuristic "mini-city" with apartments, restaurants and other attractions. The venue is southwest of the center of Dubai, a city of many climate contradictions, with indoor ski slopes miles from massive solar parks.
Scores of world leaders, with varying climate records, have said they will be there. They include Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who has vowed to halt deforestation in the Amazon rainforest, and British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who recently delayed U.K. climate goals because of concerns about their costs.
Pope Francis, who warned last month that "the world in which we live is collapsing," has confirmed plans to attend COP28. So has King Charles III.
Chinese President Xi Jinping is expected to skip the summit, although Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang and Chinese climate negotiator Xie Zhenhua plan to participate. With the war in Ukraine still raging, Russian President Vladimir Putin is likely to be another no-show.
President Biden will not attend a world leaders' summit Friday and Saturday at the outset of COP28, according to the official White House schedule released Sunday. It is unclear whether Biden will travel to Dubai for the second week of the negotiations, when other world leaders probably will have left.
The main agenda item is the "global stocktake," an assessment of whether the world is on track to meet the goal of the Paris agreement. The stocktake happens every five years, and each time so far, diplomats have concluded that the world is woefully off track.
The thorniest agenda item, however, is negotiations over a new fund to compensate poor countries for "loss and damage" -- U.N. jargon for the ravages of global warming. At last year's summit in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, wealthy nations reached a historic agreement to establish this fund. But since then, they have failed to agree on who will pay into the fund, and by how much.
Negotiators also are expected to clash over whether the final COP28 deal calls for phasing out fossil fuels, the main driver of global warming. Major oil-producing countries are likely to resist language about a fossil fuel phaseout and push for language about the importance of carbon-capture technology, which sucks carbon dioxide from polluting facilities and stores it deep underground. (Many climate activists view this technology as a false climate solution that prolongs the life of fossil fuel infrastructure for decades to come.)

Sultan Al Jaber, the chief executive of Abu Dhabi National Oil Co., is the president of COP28. (Kamran Jebreili/AP)


The United Nations rotates the location of COPs each year through five regions: Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Western Europe. This year, it was the Asia-Pacific group's turn to host, and the United Arab Emirates made an unopposed bid in May 2021.
Sultan Al Jaber -- who chairs the UAE's renewable energy arm and is also chief executive of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. -- is heading up this year's talks.
The host plays a key role in corralling all of the delegations to agree on a "cover decision" -- a political document that signals a consensus among nearly 200 nations.
When past conferences have culminated in successful outcomes, the hosts have typically spent at least a year preparing for the negotiations, meeting with key world leaders and ironing out any differences.
The United Nations usually chooses the host well in advance so that the country can prepare for an influx of tens of thousands of delegates. For instance, the UAE was selected as the host in 2021.
But U.N. officials have not announced where COP29 will be held, largely because of geopolitical tensions over the war in Ukraine. Although it is Eastern Europe's turn to host, Russia has voiced strong opposition to holding the summit in a European Union country, while warring neighbors Azerbaijan and Armenia have blocked each other's bids.
That means the next global summit to save the planet is currently leaderless.
"Usually the host is nominated in advance of the COP, and the decision approving the selection is just a formality," said Alden Meyer, a senior associate at the climate think tank E3G who has attended 26 of 27 COPs so far.
"But this year, tensions over Ukraine in the Eastern European U.N. region have blocked agreement on a COP presidency," he said. "It's not clear how this will be resolved."

Demonstrators participate in a protest against fossil fuels at the COP27 Summit last November in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. (Peter Dejong/AP)


Many diplomats and experts say these summits have a long -- if mixed -- history of achievement.
The 1997 COP in Japan resulted in the Kyoto Protocol, which for the first time delineated the legal obligations of rich nations to reduce their emissions. The 2015 COP in France resulted in the Paris climate accord, which calls for limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels.
The 2021 COP in Scotland was also considered a success, with nations making a string of bold pledges to further reduce their emissions. Many activists, however, now see Glasgow as a summit of false promises, since major economies are not on track to meet their targets set two years ago.
Last year's COP in Egypt nearly ended in failure, but was salvaged by the late-hour agreement on creating the "loss and damage" fund.
Supporters say these summits remain the world's biggest annual opportunity to get global leaders in the same room to discuss climate change. They see the meetings as vital for accelerating the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and protecting nations that are most vulnerable to climate change, many of them in the Global South.
Critics, however, note that greenhouse gas emissions in the Earth's atmosphere have continued to soar since 1995, when these meetings began. Greenhouse gas levels set a record in 2022, with "no end in sight," the World Meteorological Organization said this month. Detractors also argue that these summits have been heavily influenced by large numbers of lobbyists and representatives from the fossil fuel industry that have attended over the years.
Even so, the world has seen some notable progress since the Paris accord was adopted in 2015.
In 2014, before the treaty's adoption, the world was on track to heat up by nearly 4C (7.2F) by the end of the century, an outcome widely seen as catastrophic. Today, countries' strongest climate pledges would put the planet on a path to warm by 2.5C (4.5F) by 2100, the United Nations said last week.
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After weeks of prayer, a Thai mother sees her son freed by Hamas
Buasri Jirachart's son Manee Jirachart was among 17 Thai hostages released this weekend. "It was like a mountain was lifted off my chest," she said.
By Wilawan Watcharasakwej, Rebecca Tan | 2023-11-27

An International Red Cross vehicle, carrying three Thai nationals and one Russian national who were released by Hamas, heads toward the Rafah border crossing between the southern Gaza Strip and Egypt before their transfer to Israel, on Saturday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


BANGKOK -- Nearly every morning since her son went missing in southern Israel, Buasri Jirachart, 50, visited the Buddhist temples near her home in northeast Thailand to pray for his release. He was one of several dozen Thai migrant workers taken hostage by Hamas on Oct. 7, along with around 200 Israelis.
Then, on Sunday, when she returned from her prayers, her husband pushed his phone into her hands, and there was a video showing their son, Manee Jirachart, 29, walking toward a car in Egypt -- freed after nearly 50 days in captivity.
"It was like a mountain was lifted off my chest," Buasri said in an interview. Speechless, she held her husband, Chumporn Jirachart, and cried.
The exchange of hostages enabled by a precarious pause in fighting between Hamas and Israel has brought overwhelming relief to some of the families of migrant workers from Southeast Asia who were abducted during the Hamas attack.
Over the past weeks, these families have had to grapple with the news that their loved ones had been drawn into a war halfway across the world that had little to do with them, then endure an agonizing wait for their release. Amid a conflict shaped by the interests and alliances of more powerful countries than Thailand, the fates of these workers had often been overlooked.
But on Friday, finally, came some hope.
A total of 17 Thai nationals were released in three batches over the weekend, though there are at least 15 Thai nationals still in the custody of Hamas, the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Monday. Thailand is the single biggest source of farm labor to Israel, and many of those abducted by Hamas, like Manee, came from the same rural part of northeast Thailand, where a lack of economic opportunities had driven them to seek work abroad.
According to Thai officials, at least 39 Thai nationals were killed during the Hamas attack on southern Israel, while there were others who were taken hostage -- the most of any nationality after Israelis. Two Philippine nationals who were working as caregivers in southern Israel were also among those killed during the attack.

In this photo provided by Thailand's Foreign Ministry, 10 of the freed Thai hostages and an officer, fourth from left, pose for a photo at the Shamir Medical Center in Israel on Friday. (AP)


Manee's parents are farmers in Thailand's Udon Thani province. He is the elder of their two children and worked as a laborer in Kibbutz Reim, near Israel's border with Gaza, they said.
From the day they found out Manee had disappeared, they led a "life of suffering," Buasri said. They visited numerous temples and promised the spirits to do whatever it took for their son to return home, she added. At one point, Buasri said, she vowed at a temple that she would meditate in silence for nine days and nine months -- if only Manee were released.
The Thai workers released this past weekend have been brought to Shamir Medical Center southeast of Tel Aviv for medical checkups, officials said. Early on Monday morning, Manee video-called from the facility using the phone of an Israeli friend. "He said: 'I'm safe now, Mom. I've been released.' He asked: 'Did Dad and Mom know that I'd been abducted?'" recounted Buasri. "I said we knew. ... We knew from the very beginning."
Manee wasn't able to speak for very long or describe the conditions of his captivity in detail, in part because officials believe it might endanger the hostages still being held by Hamas. But like several other released Thai hostages, he told his family that he was physically unharmed.
Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, announcing the release of three other hostages Monday morning, said the individuals were uninjured, healthy and able to "walk and talk normally." He added that "everyone is very happy to be released" and that "overall, their mental health is still good."
Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara is scheduled to travel to Israel this week and will return to Bangkok with the released hostages on Thursday, officials said.
Before hanging up, Manee told his parents not to worry about him and that he was safe now. "I told him, 'Mom and Dad are waiting for you at home,'" Buasri said. Tears slid down her face, she said, as her son nodded back at her through the screen and responded, "Yes, Mom."
Tan reported from Singapore.
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Thousands leave behind American lives to join Israel's war in Gaza
Israeli Americans who have joined the Gaza war say they were galvanized by Hamas's attack, but some lament the civilian bloodshed and wonder how long the fighting will last.
By Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton | 2023-11-27
The carnage in Kfar Aza was indelible. Villagers shot dead in the streets. Bodies set on fire.
Menachem Isseroff, a 29-year-old from Brooklyn, was among the Israeli soldiers dispatched to the kibbutz where Hamas militants, having massacred dozens, staged a raging battle amid their surprise cross-border assault. He described the barbarity as "absolutely horrific," adding, "Any one of those individual scenes would ... last most people a lifetime."
Thousands of miles away in New York, his younger sister Shterny was celebrating the Jewish holiday Simchat Torah. As she learned what had happened, her perspective darkened, too -- though for different reasons: The Israeli government, she was sure, would use the atrocities committed by Hamas on Oct. 7 as "justification" for carrying out "acts of violence against the Palestinian people."
"War crimes, even," she said.
The Isseroffs are among thousands of Americans with ties to the Israeli military as it prosecutes a fierce, divisive retaliatory war in Gaza. Weeks of aerial bombardment and an ensuing ground offensive -- both now temporarily paused to enable an exchange of hostages and prisoners -- have killed thousands of children and other civilians in the Palestinian enclave. With neighborhoods leveled, hospitals crippled, and food, fuel and medical supplies scarce, the crisis has torn at some families, and those directly involved have pondered difficult questions about the cause they have joined.

Menachem Isseroff rides in an Israeli Humvee en route to Kfar Aza on Oct. 7. (Courtesy of Menachem Isseroff)


About 10,000 people living in the United States have reported for Israeli military duty after receiving draft notices, part of a larger mobilization of 360,000 troops, Israeli officials told The Washington Post. At least eight U.S. citizens have been killed while serving in Israeli security forces since the war began, according to the State Department.
The rush of U.S. citizens willing to take up arms for Israel resembles, in ways, the early days of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, whose government appealed to Americans and other foreign nationals to help repel the incursion now nearing the start of its third year. But there are differences, too.
In this case, most of the Americans who have joined the war effort have served previously in the Israel Defense Forces or remain IDF reservists. Historically, about 1,200 Americans serve in the IDF at a given time, according to a study published last year by the journal Sociological Forum. Many are, or become, dual citizens.

A child sits among rubble on Oct. 30 after Israeli airstrikes targeted Khan Younis in southern Gaza. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post)


In interviews, IDF veterans and reservists who have left behind their American lives described feeling galvanized by the deadliest attack on the Jewish people since the Holocaust, even as the ferocity of Israel's response draws scrutiny and some have begun to wonder about the war's outlook beyond the Israeli government's stated goal of destroying Hamas.
"It's really not clear to any of us how this is going to play out long-term," Isseroff said, referring to fellow members of the 55th Paratroopers Brigade. " ... You hope that the people who are telling you what to do have a good grasp on the bigger picture."
They've put their trust, he said, in the belief that there is good in fighting to ensure nothing so ghastly can ever happen again.

Izzy Ezagui with his dog, Punch, at Palisades Park in Santa Monica, Calif., on Nov. 16. (Eric Thayer)


Brooklyn-born, Miami-raised Izzy Ezagui was in Los Angeles last month when the attack on Israel occurred.
His IDF service dates back more than decade. In 2009, during the Israelis' 22-day offensive into Gaza known as Operation Cast Lead, he was catastrophically wounded, losing his left arm when a mortar hit his base.
A sharpshooter, he fought to stay in the Israeli military, he said, by learning to cradle, fire and reload his rifle with one arm.
About three years ago, Ezagui, now 35, completed his duty, feeling, he said, like he was getting old for a soldier.
That changed in an instant last month, when he decided to leave his service dog, Punch, with family and pause his career in finance to rejoin the IDF.
"As a Jew, there is no better place to be than an IDF base," he said. "There is no hopelessness here. I would be suffering if I stayed home."
Soon after his reinstatement, he had a chance encounter with an officer he had known for years who offered Ezagui an assignment ferrying water and ammunition to units inside Gaza and then bringing the wounded back out. He characterized the nighttime missions as quick and chaotic, traversing foggy, narrow corridors where friendly-fire incidents had occurred.

Bullet holes scar the walls of a burned house in Kibbutz Beeri, Israel, on Nov. 2. (Kobi Wolf for The Washington Post)


Ezagui returned to Los Angeles on Nov. 7 to settle affairs at home, including, he said, identifying which of his family members will look after Punch. He volunteered for 10 more years of reserve duty, he said. The forms he signed asked the reason he wanted to extend his service.
Ezagui wrote two words, he said: "Kibbutz Beeri," another of the Israeli villages where Hamas fighters rampaged. He appears resigned to the likelihood that there will be difficult and uncertain days ahead.
"Yes, people will die," he said. "More Israelis will die. A lot of Palestinians will die. But what choice does Israel have?"
Houston Mack, 33, lived in Israel for 10 years, earning citizenship before returning to the United States over the summer. As the magnitude of Hamas's savagery came into view, IDF commanders directed his unit of reservists to prepare for action. The message was unambiguous, Mack recalled: "Get your bags. Grab your kit and show up to base immediately. We're at war."

Houston Mack, of Las Vegas, on duty in Israel. (Courtesy of Houston Mack)


Mack, a Los Angeles native who had settled in Las Vegas, rotated through a variety of assignments earlier in his Israeli military career, primarily in the West Bank, another Palestinian territory. As a reservist living in the United States, he was not obligated to return, he said. But he was moved to do so after watching videos of the Hamas assault.
In Tel Aviv, Mack said, there are shrines to those killed and taken hostage, some with teddy bears. He intends to stay as long as he is needed. His employer in the United States, a Marine Corps veteran, told Mack he will have a job waiting for him when he returns, he said.
Asked about the doubts held among some Americans over Israel's prosecution of the war, Mack urged critics to remember that there is a long history of antisemitism and atrocities perpetuated against Jews.
"There is no room for skepticism. There are still people to this day that deny the Holocaust," he said. "We're here to defend our right to exist in front of an enemy that wants to destroy us."

Palestinians mourn dead relatives outside a morgue in Khan Younis in southern Gaza on Nov. 19. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post)


Shterny Isseroff sees things differently than her brother. She moved to Israel after high school, spending about five years there. But she left, she said, in part because she'd become troubled by the Israeli government's treatment of Palestinians.
She did work in Israel opposing its occupation of Palestinian areas, she said, but also was disgusted to hear Palestinian friends celebrate after seeing footage of rockets hitting Israeli homes.
"Very often, people are looking for a good guy and a bad guy," she said. "If anything, I have learned that this is complex and there is a long history and a lot of pain."
Her brother Menachem also said he sees war as inherently bad. But he added that, as he sees it, there was no alternative after the Hamas attack. Israelis, he said, are "damned if we do and damned if we don't," forced between defending their homeland and contending with international criticism.
"The people of Gaza are not our enemies," he said. "Hamas is our enemy."
Shterny Isseroff said she worries about her brother and how he might process his military service years from now. It was his choice to be in the IDF, she said, and "he's going to have to live with the consequences of his decisions."
Menachem Isseroff said he and his sister care about each other deeply, but that they see the world differently. There's a "large amount of human suffering and death that is happening in Gaza right now," but it was set in motion by the attacks Hamas launched, he said. The militant group, he added, is glossing that over as it "cynically" highlights that suffering in the messaging that people like his sister internalize.
On a recent break from duty, Isseroff said, he visited his wife and their 2-year-old son, whom he left behind on Oct. 7. He was struck by his son asking him to sing "Shalom Aleichem," a traditional song often sung as Jews mark Shabbat, their day of rest. Those singing it wish that "peace be upon you."
"That's what you ask for," Isseroff said. "Every week, that's all you ask for."
The notion, he thought, seems far away.

Relatives and friends grieve during a funeral in Kfar Harif, Israel, on Oct. 25. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)
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What we know about Hamas hostage releases in the Israel-Gaza deal
An agreement between Israel and Hamas is expected to return of 50 Israeli hostages and 150 Palestinian prisoners during a four-day pause in fighting. 
By Niha Masih, Frances Vinall, Bryan Pietsch, Rachel Pannett | 2023-11-27

Hamas released a third round of hostages on Nov. 26, totaling 17 captives, which included one 4-year-old American girl.


An agreement last week between Israel and Hamas is expected to return 50 Israeli hostages during a four-day pause in fighting. They are among the 240 people estimated to be held captive in Gaza since Oct. 7. In exchange for the release of the hostages, Israel is set to release 150 Palestinian prisoners held in Israel.
The agreement was the result of weeks of tense negotiations that involved mediation by Qatar. The pause started 7 a.m. local time Friday, with the first group of hostages released later in the day. It is set to end Tuesday morning, although both sides have expressed an openness to extend it.
Here's what we know about the release of hostages from Gaza.
The estimated 240 people held in Gaza before the exchange began were from a plurality of countries, many also with Israeli citizenship. Some 30 Thai workers were among those taken, the Thai Foreign Ministry said.
The hostages released so far are mostly women and children -- the youngest is 2 years old, and the oldest is 85. Four of them were German citizens, Germany's foreign minister said.
Seventeen Thai nationals were released by Hamas in three batches over the weekend, according to Thai authorities. One Philippine national was released Friday, according to Philippine officials.
The 13 Israelis who were released Saturday night were largely from the Beeri kibbutz and included a grandmother and a 3-year-old.
Hamas has claimed that some hostages were killed in Israeli strikes on Gaza, but verifying that information has not been possible.

Yocheved Lifshitz, an 85-year-old Israeli grandmother who was held hostage by Hamas in Gaza, speaks during a news conference at a hospital in Tel Aviv on Oct. 24. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Four hostages have been released by Hamas since the beginning of the war, in two batches of two last month.
On Oct. 20, Americans Judith Raanan, 59, and her daughter Natalie, 17, were released. Hamas said this was due to "humanitarian reasons," without elaborating further. They had been staying with relatives at the Nahal Oz, a kibbutz near the border with Gaza, when they were taken captive during Hamas's unprecedented attack Oct. 7 that killed at least 1,200 in Israel. More than 13,300 people have been killed in Gaza since the start of the war and 35,180 wounded, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
On Oct. 23, Yocheved Lifshitz and Nurit Cooper, Israeli women in their 70s and 80s, were released, for "crushing humanitarian reasons," Hamas said. Their husbands remain in captivity.
The first American hostage freed as part of the deal is Abigail Edan, 4, whose parents were killed in the Oct. 7 attack. She was the youngest of the 10 Americans believed to be among those held in Gaza. "She's been through a terrible trauma," President Biden said.
Steve Hendrix contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/23/israel-hamas-hostages-release-update-americans/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Famous Kenyan orphanage allegedly hid dark secrets
Six former residents say there were multiple incidents of rape and other abuse of children by volunteers, caregivers and even other children.
By Rael Ombuor | 2023-11-27

The entrance of the Nyumbani Orphanage in Nairobi. (Malin Fezehai for The Washington Post) 


NAIROBI -- At the height of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, when up to 12 million people were infected across sub-Saharan Africa, Nyumbani Children's Home offered a refuge to Kenya's dying children. Later, the institute, run by a Catholic charity, fought for the first batches of retroviral drugs for its sick toddlers.
Contributions poured in from American politicians, media personalities and celebrities. Former vice president Mike Pence praised the nun who ran it by name on World Aids Day in 2018 and hosted her at the White House. Congressional tours were frequent.
But behind the smiles and promotional tours, the privately funded orphanage allegedly concealed terrible secrets. In previously unreported claims, six former residents told The Washington Post there were multiple incidents of rape and other abuses of children by volunteers, caregivers and even other children. The U.S. Agency for International Development's own previous investigation, following a whistleblower's complaint, found abuse claims at the orphanage "credible," according to court documents submitted by the orphanage's Kenyan board in its efforts to oust its director. USAID did not directly support the orphanage, but funded two other associated programs.
One woman sent to Nyumbani when she was three years old said she was abused by a "brother" volunteering from a Catholic religious order when she was just hitting puberty. Like almost all the abuse victims who spoke to The Post, she spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect her privacy.
"He was touching my private body parts," she said. "He told me: 'You don't know how to kiss? Let me teach you. ... You are a child, you do not know what to do.'"
Some survivors of sexual assault were required to write letters of apology, said a memo dated July 21, 2022 and written by USAID. The memo, which was submitted to the court and reviewed by The Post, also detailed evidence of sexual assaults uncovered by USAID that were discussed in assembly and described children blamed for assaults because of the clothing they were wearing. A six-year-old girl was raped by a 20-year-old man, the memo said; another girl was assaulted in a wheelchair recovering from surgery.
The revelations come amid a global flood of claims against the Catholic church and associated charities. Pope Francis has publicly apologized for the pain caused to victims, but many survivors say Catholic charities have failed to force through institutional reforms to safeguard children. Members of the orphanage's British and American fundraising boards say its co-founder, Sister Mary Owens, repeatedly ignored concerns over abuse.
The USAID memo said that Owens had been aware of abuse allegations dating back to 2006 and had "neglected to document violence against children and demonstrated an alarming disregard for abuse ... permitted a culture of victim blaming, failed to implement policies to protect and support the beneficiaries ... and systematically failed to respond to widespread sexual misconduct."
Owens had been the executive director of the Kenyan group Children Of God Relief Institute (COGRI), the Kenyan board that runs the orphanage and two other programs. Immediately after The Post sent her detailed questions in January about her handling of the allegations, Owens said she was no longer head of the orphanage. She has not answered any other questions since then. The head of COGRI did not respond to requests for comment.
"Nyumbani" -- Swahili for "home" -- was among Africa's first orphanages for HIV positive children. Owens, an Irish missionary, co-founded the orphanage with a priest in 1992. She was a senior figure and took charge after he died in 2006. Francis Rodrigues, a chaplain at the orphanage and a member of the Kenyan oversight board, said more than 50,000 children have benefited from the orphanage and its programs, and that it had a "robust protocol for dealing with any cases of sexual abuse."
The woman sent to Nyumbani when she was three arrived there shortly after it opened. She said a volunteer "brother" abused her several times a week during his six months at the orphanage. When she refused, she said the brother excluded her from outings.
Two years later, another "brother" abused her the same way, said the woman, now 31. "By the time I was leaving the home, two brothers had sexually abused me. I was destroyed," she said.
The woman is one of six Nyumbani alumni who told The Post that they were sexually abused at the orphanage between 2002 and 2018; portions of their accounts are supported by the 2021 USAID investigation, which also identified other cases. The woman never told anyone, fearing she might be blamed, until she spoke years later with a whistleblower, who was a former foreign volunteer at the orphanage and who alerted the American fundraising board. The orphanage felt like a "zoo," she said, where children were displayed to raise funds. "As long as we smiled for pictures, that is all that mattered."
The woman's best friend, now 29, said she was raped by an older boy in the orphanage when she was about nine in 2003. The boy was sent away, the best friend said, and she was given medical treatment but no counseling. The best friend said staff and other children openly discussed her rape at the time.
"The sisters look at it like I had committed the biggest sin," she said.
Questions were also raised over the conduct of staff at the orphanage. Protus Lumiti, who became the orphanage's chief manager, wrote a series of letters to a 14-year-old girl at the home that deeply disturbed another staff member. The letters, signed by Lumiti and seen by The Post, mostly begin "dear pretty" or "dear pretty girl" and are filled with compliments and discussions about how she is "different" from other children. One letter discusses orphans as young as 12 having sex. Later, he gifted her panties, said another girl living at the orphanage who witnessed the gift.
Staff member Arnold Khaemba, now 43, said he brought the letters to Owens in 2006 after the girl's friends shared them with him. He said Owens did not take any action so he confronted Lumiti, who offered him money to destroy the letters. A former social worker at the orphanage, Hellen Oyombera, said that she was so concerned about the possibility of an intimate relationship, she once locked the girl inside a dormitory cottage to stop her from seeing Lumiti.
Lumiti has not responded to requests for comment made via telephone and email. A 2012 investigation commissioned by the orphanage cleared him of any wrongdoing. A second investigation commissioned by the Kenyan oversight board in 2021 resulted in his services being terminated, according to Rodrigues.
Separately, the USAID memo cited what it described as the sexual assault of two boys aged 13 and 12 by a 25-year-old man. Owens "did not see these incidents as assaults," the memo said, referring to a culture of "victim-blaming" at the home.
The former residents that The Post interviewed said the home had hundreds of visitors annually.
Among the volunteers was British Airways pilot Simon Wood. The British board tried to ban him shortly after he took a photograph of two boys in the shower in 2003, according to British board member Helen Scott.
"As a UK board, we did all we could to ban Simon from Nyumbani, which was a big battle," Scott said in an email to The Post. She said the orphanage continued to let him visit, first under the priest's leadership then under that of Owens.
Four girls told The Post that Wood touched them inappropriately while pretending to play games. A former Nyumbani resident confirmed he saw Wood touch the girls on multiple occasions. The former resident said Wood introduced him to pornography when he was about nine, and said he knew of around a dozen survivors who said they were abused by Woods at Nyumbani.
In 2013, acting on a tip, Scotland Yard arrested Simon Wood at London's Heathrow Airport on suspicion of child sex abuse at multiple orphanages, including Nyumbani. British media claimed police found thousands of pictures of naked children on his laptop. Wood killed himself before entering a plea. The former resident said he was aware of an investigation, but was never questioned. "Whenever the investigators were coming to the orphanage, Protus (Lumiti) would give me 200 shillings bus fare to go home," he said.
The USAID memo called the orphanage's response to the complaints about Wood "completely inadequate," and noted volunteers continued to have free access to children, a "very high-risk practice."

A sign for the Nyumbani Clinic and Laboratory in Nairobi. (Malin Fezehai for The Washington Post) 


USAID awarded at least $29 million from 1996 to 2022 for two projects associated with the orphanage: Lea Toto, a community outreach program providing assistance and medical care for HIV+ children in Nairobi's low-income communities, and Nyumbani Village, a model village east of the capital caring for HIV+ children, orphans and the elderly whose parents or caregivers died of AIDS. The two programs were run by COGRI, which also ran the orphanage. Owens was head of COGRI after the priest died.
Sexual and physical abuse occurred at the Nyumbani Village, according to two former staff members. One of the former employees, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals, said that two students said they were impregnated by teachers between 2018 and 2020. "If any of the girls were thought to be pregnant, they would be taken to the police station and beaten until they said who the father of the child was," he said.
A Kenyan volunteer said she was also sexually assaulted by a Kenyan Catholic priest in 2018 at the Nyumbani Village. She told The Post she reported the assault to Owens but did not see any action taken. An Irish volunteer also reported an assault by the same priest, according to board members. The Post could not reach the Irish volunteer for comment.
Two members of the U.S. fundraising board of Nyumbani, which learned of the allegations from the Irish volunteer, resigned afterward. One, Sage Givens, said "inquiries into the situation were met with stonewalling and hostility." The other, Minneh Kane, said the following in her resignation letter:
"If sexual abuse of a ... [foreign] volunteer is dealt with in this cursory fashion, I have to wonder what protection from this perpetrator or others like him there is for the Kenyan children in the Village, or even at the Home."
Emails among U.S. board members showed that nine months after the accusations were made, the Irish victim had not been told who would investigate, what the outcome was, or where the priest was. The victim felt Owens did not respond "in a respectful or caring manner," the emails showed.
In a statement, the U.S. board's lawyer said it had raised concerns about sexual abuse with Owens and the Kenyan management board and had asked that the priest be removed from pastoral duties. The Kenyan board responded that it had "determined at its April 2019 meeting that the Village Incident did not warrant further investigation or further communications with the volunteer," the lawyer for the U.S. board said.
The head of the Kenyan board has not responded to emails from The Post requesting comment.
Over the years, former volunteer Ted Neill, an American who lived at the orphanage from 2002 to 2004, had heard multiple stories of abuse from former residents he kept in touch with.
In 2021, he sent a dossier containing detailed allegations to the U.S. board of Nyumbani. (The Post has seen the dossier.) The Kenyan board commissioned an investigation in 2021 but refused to share the findings, according to documents shared by the lawyer for the U.S. board. The report, delivered in October 2021, recommended forcing Owens into early retirement, firing Lumiti, and turning any evidence of crimes over to law enforcement, the documents show. Kenya's board declined to share the report with The Post, which has not seen it.
The U.S. board's lawyer said the U.S. board stopped fundraising for the orphanage in 2021 and encouraged Owens to step down. That same year, Kenyan police investigated allegations against Nyumbani Orphanage and Nyumbani Village, according to USAID and American board emails. USAID also investigated the projects and subsequently pulled all funding. A USAID spokesperson told The Post, "The serious allegations ... are deeply concerning."
Owens was forced into early retirement but tried to return, according to court documents. The Kenyan oversight board went to court in Nairobi to enforce her dismissal and ordered security guards to bar her from the grounds, court documents show.
Now Owens is gone, and Nyumbani is still running on private donations. But the former residents who have been abused say they have been left to fend for themselves.
The woman who was abused by two "brothers", was sent to foster care at age 18, where she said she was psychologically abused. In college, she said she was raped by a male colleague. She reported it to the college administration - the first time she had ever reported a rape.
The youth who said he was abused by Simon Woods said he suffers from suicidal thoughts and fears he may commit abuse himself. He said he spends his days pacing the streets because he cannot stay around children alone.
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Europe's far right goes mainstream
In the 21st century, Europe's far right is firmly ensconced in the mainstream, and reflects political attitudes no longer harbored simply by a fringe minority. 
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2023-11-27
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

Geert Wilders, Dutch far-right politician and leader of the PVV party, after parliamentary elections in The Hague on Thursday. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


For years, it seems, we've talked about the erosion of the "cordon sanitaire" in Western politics. Far-right parties have been making steady inroads into parliaments across Europe. Some factions descended from explicitly neofascist movements. Others embraced a set of extremist views once considered beyond the pale on a continent still largely defined by a 20th-century liberal-democratic consensus, born out of the traumas of World War II. Even as the far right's vote shares and ranks of elected lawmakers grew, more mainstream parties vowed to never form alliances with them or enable their entry into government.
But in the 21st century, Europe's far right is firmly ensconced in the mainstream, and reflects political attitudes no longer harbored simply by a fringe minority. The Dutch parliamentary election last week offered the clearest evidence yet of the new status quo.
In a shock result, the far-right Freedom Party led by longtime firebrand politico Geert Wilders claimed 37 of the Dutch legislature's 150 seats, more than doubling its footprint after 2021 elections. Wilders's faction, known by the Dutch acronym PVV, now is the largest party in parliament and theoretically in position to dictate the fate of the country's next government. A complicated period of wrangling will follow involving the alphabet soup of parties that comprise the country's fragmented political landscape, as it's unclear Wilders can actually cobble together a coalition that would let him take power.
After the vote, Dilan Yesilgoz-Zegerius, the leader of the center-right party of outgoing Prime Minister Mark Rutte, ruled out joining any bloc led by Wilders, but did not foreclose the possibility of supporting a minority government from the sidelines. Frans Timmermans, the former E.U. climate chief now at the head of a center-left Labor-Green alliance that came in second, thinks his faction will end up in the opposition. The last Dutch government took 299 days to form and it's likely the next one will take longer.
The broader signal of the vote is clearer. To Wilders's far-right and ultranationalist allies elsewhere, the PVV's success is a confirmation of their centrality. "A new Europe is possible," declared Matteo Salvini, Italy's deputy prime minister and, like Wilders, a vocal opponent of immigration.
Marine Le Pen, leader of France's far-right National Rally, has spent a generation alongside Wilders battling her way into Europe's political mainstream and has a significant chance to be France's next president. She also shares Wilders's antipathy to the workings of the European Union. The Dutch voters "demonstrate that more and more countries within the European Union are contesting the way it works," Le Pen said.
"Everywhere in Europe we see the same right-wing wind blowing," Tom Van Grieken, a Belgian hard-right populist, said after Wilders's victory. "The advance that has been underway for a while is clearly continuing in the Netherlands. We share our patriotism and want to put our people first again. Nothing can match that motivation."
The Dutch result comes alongside other political wins for the far right on the continent. "Far-right parties have taken power in Italy, extended their rule in Hungary, earned a coalition role in Finland, become de facto government partners in Sweden, entered Parliament in Greece and made striking gains in regional elections in Austria and Germany," my colleagues charted, pointing also to recent election results in Slovakia and the entrenched, if not victorious, position of far-right factions in Spain and Poland.
The advance of the far right "has been a trend for a long time, but it seems to be gathering steam," Catherine Fieschi, a political analyst and fellow at the Robert Schuman Center of the European University Institute in Florence, told The Washington Post.
That simply may be because voters believe in their appeal more than in the past. "Polling during the campaign showed that Dutch voters were most concerned with health care, integrity in government and economic security," noted the Economist. "But antipathy towards immigrants was also high on the list. Many Dutch blame immigrants for exacerbating a housing shortage. Almost no parties challenged the consensus."
"On issues the far right sees as most important in Europe -- immigration, crime committed by immigrants, the multicultural society, the western debate on gender, more traditional views on families -- many other parties have now adapted to their rhetoric," Ann-Cathrine Jungar, a political scientist at Sweden's Sodertorn University, told my colleagues. "Far-right parties and their agendas have entered the mainstream. They are the new normal."
The ability of the far right to break into the castle has always been contingent on the center-right establishment lowering the drawbridge. Rutte, currently the longest-serving Western European head of government, spent more than a decade marginalizing Wilders while also trying to curry favor with Wilders's supporters. Yesilgoz-Zegerius, Rutte's successor, effectively opened the door further this election cycle when she indicated she would be willing to forge a coalition with them -- imagining far-right support would help make her prime minister.
Instead, voters animated against migration felt emboldened to pick "the original, not a copy," as Sarah de Lange, politics professor at the University of Amsterdam, explained to the Financial Times.
"Wilders is perhaps the cleanest example of how mainstream center-right parties can empower the far right," Stan Veuger, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute who tracks European politics, told me. "[Yesilgoz-Zegerius] thought that would make voters who want a more right-wing government rally around her; instead it made Wilders a newly acceptable option for many of those voters, and Wilders jumped on the opportunity by downplaying -- but certainly not abandoning -- some of his most heinous views."
Those heinous views include calls to curb Muslim immigration -- for which Wilders was once convicted of insulting a racial group -- and ban mosques and the Quran. Whatever the extremism of his ideology, the Dutch political ecosystem did little to challenge or undermine it. "After almost 25 years of catering to far-right voters, allegedly to defeat far-right parties, a far-right party is by far the biggest party in parliament," noted Dutch political scientist Cas Mudde.
And yet, Wilders may not be able to make much of his current gains, given the complexity of building a government with centrist support, or the distinct possibility that a ruling coalition with him at the helm is still a non-starter for many would-be allies. Winning 37 out of 150 seats is a striking result, but not a definitive mandate.
Compare that, as Dave Keating, an American commentator on European affairs, observed, to the United States, "where the far-right bloc within the GOP has roughly the same proportion of seats but is able to oust the speaker and shut down the government. And they very well may take the presidency in a year."
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After woman's death at Taylor Swift concert, a search for accountability
The Brazilian government and police are investigating in the wake of Taylor Swift's Nov. 17 show, in which one woman died and hundreds fainted.
By Samantha Chery, Marina Dias | 2023-11-27

Taylor Swift performs onstage during the Eras Tour at Estadio Olimpico Nilton Santos on Nov. 17 in Rio de Janeiro. (Buda Mendes/TAS23/Getty Images/TAS Rights Management)


Concertgoers waited for hours in temperatures that reached a heat index of 138 degrees to see Taylor Swift's first show of the year in Brazil. Many of them were anticipating the concert experience of their dreams: Swift's Eras Tour had finally come to their country after crashing ticket servers in the United States and inspiring its own movie.
They didn't expect to leave feeling as if they'd survived a nightmare.
Nilton Santos stadium felt to many like an oven. Some said event staff made them ditch their water bottles, fans and umbrellas at the gates. Inside, metal sheets covered part of the ground in the $400 VIP section, burning some people who tried to sit on them. Stifling air and growing throngs made it hard to breathe. Some had to pay $2 for a small cup of water, while others found themselves stuck in crowds too dense for vendors to reach.
Dehydrated fans chanted for water and held up signs pleading for help, hoping Swift would see them as she sang under colorful stage lights. The singer did, pausing her performance to tell staff to help distressed people, and once tossing a bottle out to the crowd herself.

A 23-year-old woman died after Taylor Swift's Eras tour stop in Rio de Janeiro on Nov. 17. Heat indexes that day exceeded 120 degrees.


Amid the chaos, an early-entry VIP ticket holder named Ana Clara Benevides Machado tried to enjoy herself. A friend remembered how the 23-year-old jumped, sang and cried when she saw Swift -- then fainted in the middle of "Cruel Summer," and died of cardiorespiratory arrest at a hospital. She was the only reported death from the show, but firefighters said more than 1,000 others had passed out by the end of the night.
A week later, the international Eras Tour appears to be back on track. Swift has performed more shows in Brazil, including two in the same stadium -- even as the country has sought accountability in the wake of the Nov. 17 show, and the Brazilian company that organized the show, Time4Fun, is the subject of government and police investigations.
Serafim Abreu, the chief executive of Time4Fun, appeared to take some share of blame in a statement that also offered condolences and assistance to Benevides's family.
"We recognize that we could have taken some additional alternative actions to all the others we did, such as creating shaded areas out of the stadium, changing the time initially scheduled for the shows [and] placing greater emphasis on allowing people to bring disposable water cups," Abreu said in a video posted to the company's Instagram page Thursday.
Swift's team, meanwhile, has continued to work with Time4Fun on subsequent concerts in Brazil, according to promotional posts on the company's social media accounts. The star was back at Nilton Santos stadium on Sunday, where she performed a piano version of the emotional ballad "Bigger Than the Whole Sky" for the first time on her tour, a gesture some fans saw as a way to honor Benevides.
No one in the Brazilian government or among Swift's fan base that The Washington Post spoke to blamed the singer or her management team for the disaster. But some have criticized the megastar for not doing more to acknowledge the tragedy, beyond posting an Instagram message on the night of Benevides's death -- "it is with a shattered heart that I say we lost a fan earlier tonight before my show" -- and postponing the next night's performance because of the extreme temperatures.
In fan group chats and on social media, Swifties debated whether to protest with a moment of silence and "Justice for Ana" signs at Monday's concert in Rio de Janeiro, but decided against it.
"It is not Taylor's fault. It is 100 percent the company's fault, the company that organized the event," said Maria Hortensia Villasboas, a 29-year-old attendee. "But I think she should have helped the family. I know Taylor is devastated, but so is Ana's family. Nothing will bring Ana Clara back, but some help from Taylor would be meaningful."
In a statement, Benevides's family said all the costs of their trip to Rio de Janeiro and the transfer of her body "were paid only with help of family, friends and a crowdfunding raised on the internet, without any collaboration of the event organizer, T4F, nor municipal and state public bodies in Rio de Janeiro."
A person with knowledge of the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak freely said Swift and her team have communicated with and donated to Benevides's parents, and the family was invited to meet the pop singer at a show this weekend.
It's unclear what safety precautions, if any, the Eras Tour staff implemented before the deadly show began, or how Time4Fun was selected to organize Swift's shows in the country. A person with knowledge of the situation, however, said Swift's team did not directly hire the company. Rodrigo Pinotti, a spokesperson for Time4Fun, said the company's contract prohibits it from discussing who hired the event organizers and how.

Taylor Swift fans queue outside the Nilton Santos Olympic Stadium on Nov. 18 in Rio de Janeiro. (Tercio Teixeira/AFP/Getty Images)


Brazil's National Consumer Secretariat launched an investigation after the concert to determine which party, or parties, needed to be fined for violating fans' rights as consumers. Based on the evidence so far, National Consumer Secretary Wadih Damous said Time4Fun is a subject in the case.
The agency is specifically investigating how the company distributed water at the concert and its use of metal sheet flooring, which could have increased the heat index inside the stadium. (Pinotti said metal sheets are commonly used for concert flooring to support the weight of the stage, lighting and speakers and to withstand the weight of the cranes and forklifts used for setup.) Depending on "the severity of the facts, the failure itself and the damage caused," Damous said, the responsible party could face up to a $2.6 million fine.
Police also opened an investigation this week into whether Time4Fun's actions could be considered a crime that endangered attendees' lives or health, police in Rio de Janeiro said.
Time4Fun is a well-known entertainment company in Latin America, and was once considered one of the top concert promoters by Billboard magazine. It offers services for event promotion; box office operation; food, beverage and merchandise sales; and the operation of the venue at live concerts, art exhibitions and sporting events, according to its website.
In a statement posted to Instagram, Time4Fun argued that "the ban on entry of water bottles into stadiums is a requirement made by public bodies."
That's technically true. The country's Ministry of Justice and Public Security prohibits venue entry with items that can be thrown and injure a concertgoer, such as capped water bottles. The rule serves as a common safety measure at venues in Brazil and around the world. But some Brazilian music festivals, including Rock in Rio and the Town, have let fans in with less hazardous capless water bottles.
"In developing markets, both local and international content providers do not have the scale and/or physical structure to promote their own content and therefore seek to form partnerships with local event promoters, who have proven execution capacity and financial capacity, in order to enable quality events on a viable economic scale," the Time4Fun investor website states.
To prevent another disaster, government officials announced Nov. 18 emergency measures including increased medical presence and expanded access to drinking water at subsequent Eras Tour shows, which Time4Fun agreed to comply with. A government-issued ordinance published Wednesday enshrined many of the new practices, allowing people to enter events with bottled water for personal use and requiring the provision of easily accessible hydration stations free inside venues.
Benevides's death has sparked increased awareness of concert casualties, including a woman who died after injuring herself at Robbie Williams's Australia concert on Nov. 16, a day before Swift's first concert in Brazil. The woman had tried to step over a row of seats at the end of the show and lost her footing, a spokesperson for the venue said.
In 2021, Travis Scott's Astroworld concert in Houston became one of the deadliest concerts in U.S. history after 10 people died and hundreds more were injured in a crowd surge.
In the case of the Nov. 17 concert -- linked to an extreme heat wave that was widely known of in Brazil -- it's possible that better preparation could have prevented tragedy.
Kristie L. Ebi, a professor at the University of Washington's Center for Health and the Global Environment, emphasized that heat-related illnesses and deaths are preventable. But doing so requires coordination among community leaders, event organizers and emergency personnel to monitor attendees and let them know how they can protect themselves.
Many major cities such as Miami, Phoenix and Los Angeles have hired heat officers, personnel who are dedicated to preparing for extreme heat events and ensuring information reaches everyone who will be affected, Ebi said. Early warning and response systems, which alert to extreme weather, can also be a proactive way to inform communities.
With climate change, she said, combating heat illness and death is increasingly necessary.
"According to climatologists, more of these heat waves are already occurring. Heat waves have increased in frequency, intensity and duration," she said. "And the projections all indicate that this will continue."
Meanwhile, in Brazil, many who attended the Nov. 17 concert say they're wrestling with trauma.
"I cried a lot after the show," said Mariana Luz Dantas, a 22-year-old veterinary student. "There was a feeling of disrespect toward us, anger and also fear that Taylor would never want to return to Brazil again."
This article has been updated. Jennifer Hassan in London contributed to this report. Dias reported from Brasilia.
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Hamas releases American girl with 16 others, Biden says
Fourteen Israelis and three foreign nationals who had been held hostage by Hamas were released on the third day of a pause in fighting, the IDF says.
By Niha Masih, Rachel Pannett, Leo Sands, Jennifer Hassan, Christian Davenport, Nick Parker, Ben Brasch, Dan Lamothe, Kyle Rempfer, Miriam Berger, Hazem Balousha, Adriana Usero, Abigail Hauslohner, Hannah Allam, Steve Hendrix, Louisa Loveluck, Matt Viser, Mariana Alfaro, Sarah Dadouch, Yasmeen Abutaleb, John Hudson, Shira Rubin, Naomi Schanen, Hadley Green, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Adela Suliman, Bryan Pietsch, Claire Parker, Susannah George, Liz Sly | 2023-11-27

President Biden commented on the release of a 4-year-old girl alongside 16 other hostages held by Hamas. "I wish I were there to hold her," he said.


This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, please go here.
Abigail Edan, a 4-year-old with American and Israeli citizenship who was taken hostage on Oct. 7, was back in Israel on Sunday, President Biden said in a news conference. The Red Cross was transporting a group of Hamas's captives, the third of four groups planned to be exchanged for Palestinian prisoners in as many days, to Israeli authorities. Israel Defense Forces spokesman Daniel Hagari said the Red Cross, acting as an intermediary, was carrying 14 Israelis and three Thai nationals. In a reciprocal release, the Israeli prison service reported that 39 Palestinian prisoners were freed Sunday.
An earlier version of this report said the hostages had been delivered to Israeli authorities. They had been given to the Red Cross, which was transporting them from Hamas custody. This post has been corrected.
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Gazans, Israeli hostage families brace for return to war as truce ticks down
With a four-day truce in Gaza due to expire Tuesday, aid groups rushed to increase deliveries to the enclave and families braced for renewed fighting.
By Miriam Berger, Susannah George, Hajar Harb | 2023-11-27

Israeli scouts outside the Schneider Children's Medical Center, waiting for released hostages to arrive, in Tel Aviv on Sunday. (Christophe Petit Tesson/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- Families in Israel, the occupied West Bank and around the world prepared to welcome home loved ones Sunday on the third day of a fragile humanitarian pause in Gaza that has seen Hamas exchange hostages for Palestinians held in Israeli prisons.
Among the hostages released by Hamas on Sunday was 4-year-old Abigail Edan, a U.S.-Israeli citizen whose parents were shot dead by militants on Oct. 7, when some 1,200 people were killed in the bloodiest day in Israel's history.
"She's been through a terrible trauma," President Biden said as he announced her release. "Her mom was killed in front of her. ... [Her dad] was gunned down as well while trying to shield little Abigail."
Edan was one of 14 Israeli hostages freed Sunday, along with three others, according to military officials involved in the transfer. Israel released 39 imprisoned Palestinian women and teens in exchange. Hamas has now released 58 hostages over the past three days, including Thai and Filipino citizens.

A girl takes a photograph of a poster showing Abigail Edan, a 4-year-old with American and Israeli citizenship who was taken hostage, during a protest in Tel Aviv on Saturday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


With the four-day truce due to expire Tuesday morning, aid groups rushed to increase deliveries to the enclave and Gazans braced for warplanes to return to the skies. Israeli military leaders have pledged to resume attacks inside the Gaza Strip after the negotiated break, even as aid groups have pleaded for time and a growing chorus of Israelis have pushed to extend the pause, hoping to secure the freedom of more captives.
Under the terms of the agreement, the pause can be extended by a day for every 10 additional hostages released by Hamas.
"We will return immediately at the end of the cease-fire to attacking Gaza," Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the Israeli army's chief of staff, said in a meeting with troops inside Gaza on Saturday.
The prospect hangs heavily over battle-weary Gazans, who have emerged from basements and shelters in recent days to take stock of the widespread devastation wrought by Israeli airstrikes and fierce ground battles between Israeli troops and Hamas fighters.
More than 13,000 people have been killed and thousands more are missing or stuck under rubble after nearly two months of war, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which is no longer able to fully count the dead. Survivors are scrambling for food, water and medicine.

Displaced Palestinians, who have taken refuge in hospitals and schools, walk through the destruction as a result of Israeli attacks to inspect their homes and collect their belongings that are still intact, on Thursday. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post)


"We can do nothing to prepare," said an aid worker in Khan Younis, in the south, where many of Gaza's 1.7 million displaced people have sought refuge. "Resources are basically the same. We are ready, but not ready," he told The Washington Post, speaking on the condition of anonymity to protect his security.
The pause in bombardments has enabled aid agencies to increase distribution of emergency supplies to the highest levels since Israel imposed a complete siege on Gaza in response to Hamas's surprise attack.
Dozens of military cargo planes carrying food, medicine and shelters are landing every day at Egypt's Arish airport, about 30 miles from the border with Gaza, Jassem Abdul Rahman of Qatar's Foreign Ministry told The Post on Sunday during a press tour of the area. Planes from Qatar and Saudi Arabia lined the tarmac.
While the Rafah crossing into Gaza is just an hour's drive from the base, it can take days for supplies to pass the screenings necessary to enter the territory, according to Qatari officials overseeing the delivery. Other officials at the base said the influx has overwhelmed Egyptian border authorities charged with clearing the deliveries.
"Innocent children in Gaza are suffering greatly as well," Biden said in his remarks Sunday. "And we worked urgently, urgently to take advantage of the pause to surge aid into Gaza."

Trucks carrying medical aid from the Emirates Red Crescent enter Gaza through the Rafah crossing in the southern Gaza Strip on Sunday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Gaza is still receiving less than half of the average volume of daily supplies that came in before the war, and the uptick in aid has done little to slow the humanitarian crisis in the densely packed territory. Clean drinking water remains in short supply. Communicable diseases are spreading fast, health workers say, and horrific wounds are going untreated.
"No amount of aid that will come in the four days will be sufficient to get the health sector to function at a decent level," Tamara al-Rifai, a spokeswoman for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, told The Post by phone from Amman, Jordan.
Aid organizations at Arish said they are hoping to build additional medical facilities inside Gaza during the calm but are struggling to get supplies and personnel across the border. The Qatar Red Crescent is planning to build and staff a field hospital in southern Gaza. The United Arab Emirates and Jordan have announced similar plans.
Across Gaza's south, Palestinians spent the weekend queuing in line for meager rations of fuel, gas and water. In some areas, whole neighborhoods have been obliterated. Internet and phone connections remain patchy and unstable, leaving families in the dark about the fate of loved ones in other parts of the enclave.
"Do NOT move to the north of the strip," the Israel Defense Forces said in a statement on X, formerly Twitter, on Sunday. The military said that accessing the sea or coming within "1 kilometer of the border with Israel" was also prohibited.
Israeli forces on Sunday fatally shot one man and injured six others in the Maghazi refugee camp in central Gaza, according to Mohammad Haj, the spokesperson for al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where victims were taken. The Palestine Red Crescent said in a statement that the deceased and at least one of the injured were farmers.
The Post could not verify the claim.
"The circumstances of the incident are being reviewed," the IDF said in a statement.
Despite warnings to stay put, Gazans desperate to see family and what's left of their homes are still trying to return to the north, where a majority of the enclave's 2.2 million people lived before the war.
Rami Abu Marhal, 36, told The Post by phone that he gambled on going back Friday, the first day of the truce. He spent most of the war in his home near al-Rantisi hospital, a Gaza City hospital forced to evacuate after intense fighting and bombardments earlier this month, before fleeing last week to a U.N.-run school in the center of the strip.
On Friday, he was with a group of men advancing slowly on foot when they approached an Israeli checkpoint. Without warning, he said, bullets started flying. Abu Marhal said he did not know if the fire came from a tank or sniper, and he quickly fled. The Associated Press said two people were killed in a similar incident Friday; it was not immediately clear if the two were the same.
The IDF did not comment on the deaths reported Friday, but released a statement saying its forces were "stationed along the designated operational lines of the pause."
Unable to continue north, Abu Marhal asked friends who had remained in Gaza City to check on his home. "But they were exposed to a barrage of bullets that almost killed them, so they retreated," he said.
"I was hoping that this truce would include me," he added.
The bloodshed continued elsewhere in the Palestinian territories. Israeli forces killed at least seven Palestinians in the West Bank between Saturday and Sunday, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry based in Ramallah.
Five were killed overnight in the Jenin refugee camp, where the Israeli military said it also arrested 21 others in an operation against local militants.
At least 215 Palestinians, including 55 children, have been killed by Israeli forces in the West Bank since Oct. 7, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Another eight have been killed by Israeli settlers in the West Bank; four Israelis there have been killed in attacks by Palestinians, OCHA said.
The third round of hostage releases appeared to play out smoothly Sunday after an 11th-hour delay Saturday threatened the truce.
On Sunday evening, Avital and Nahum Kirsht joined other hostage families in Tel Aviv to rally for the release of their daughter and son-in-law.
"It helps me to believe that they will come back," said Avital. "And every day it is a fight."
Rimon Kirsht Buchshtav and her husband, Yagev Buchshtav, were taken hostage from their home in Kibbutz Nirim. "Mom, I love you. I'm so sorry I'm not there for you," Rimon told her mother in a final WhatsApp message on the morning of Oct. 7.
In late October, Hamas released a video of three female hostages; Rimon was among them, looking frail and without her glasses.
Late Friday, Avital received a message from an acquaintance, who was one of the first Israeli hostages to be released.
Rimon and Yagev are together in an underground bunker, Avital was told.
"It was the first time that I didn't sleep at night not because I was afraid or cried, but because I was happy," she said.
George reported from Arish, Egypt, and Harb from London. Heidi Levine in Tel Aviv, Steve Hendrix in Jerusalem, Hannah Allam in Cairo and Matt Viser in Nantucket, Mass., contributed to this report.
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Senators accuse major anesthesiology firm of anticompetitive practices
U.S. Anesthesiology Partners, one of the nation's largest anesthesiology groups, was the focus of a Washington Post investigation and an FTC lawsuit.
By Peter Whoriskey | 2023-11-27
Citing Washington Post reporting and a federal lawsuit, Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Richard Blumenthal are accusing one of the nation's largest anesthesiology firms of unfair business methods and requesting information from the firm about its prices, executive salaries, payouts to investors and acquisition of competitors.
"USAP has engaged in anticompetitive practices that appeared to be designed to jack up prices and suck up as much profit as possible, with detrimental effects to patients and doctors," Warren (D-Mass.) and Blumenthal (D-Conn.) wrote in a letter sent on Sunday to Robert Coward, the company's chief executive.
The senators wrote that "USAP is emblematic of the long-standing problems associated with [private equity's] involvement in our health care system." Specifically, they allege the company used monopoly power in Colorado to hike prices for insurers and patients and engaged in other anticompetitive practices.
Tony Good, a spokesman for the physician group, disputed the contents of the senators' letter, saying in a statement that it "contains many inaccuracies and greatly misrepresents our organization."
"USAP is a physician-owned, patient-centric organization that provides high-quality care and is dedicated to advancing the field of anesthesiology," Good said. "Our quality programs have been reviewed by independent third parties and found to be among the best."
Created in 2012 by private-equity firm Welsh, Carson, Anderson & Stowe, U.S. Anesthesiology Partners has grown rapidly and today counts a staff of 4,500 clinicians in nine states.
The role of private-equity investors as owners of health-care companies has become the focus of growing criticism from some politicians and researchers who accuse them of building monopolies and raising prices. When anesthesia companies backed by private-equity investors took over at a hospital outpatient or surgery center, they raised prices by an average of 26 percent more than facilities served by independent anesthesia practices, according to a 2022 study published in JAMA Internal Medicine based on six years of data. The authors did not name the companies in that study.
USAP has drawn repeated scrutiny.
In June, The Washington Post published a report based on internal company documents detailing how USAP built the largest anesthesiology practice in Colorado -- first by buying the biggest anesthesiology group, then the next largest, then a few more -- and then raised prices. The article mentioned that the Federal Trade Commission had been looking into the company's practices. USAP disputed that it raised prices unilaterally, arguing that the increases reflected broader market forces in the areas where it operates.
In September, the FTC alleged in a lawsuit that USAP had engaged in a decade-long scheme to drive up the price of anesthesiology by buying up more than a dozen Texas practices to monopolize that market.
The company has denied the allegations and said the FTC lawsuit is based on flawed legal theories. USAP and Welsh Carson executives also have described the consolidation of doctor practices as a means of creating "synergy."
The lawsuit "threatens the ability of a leading physician-owned anesthesiology practice to continue to provide high quality service to Texas hospitals and other healthcare facilities," attorneys for the company wrote in a motion filed earlier this month.
Moreover, the attorneys wrote, the lawsuit reflects the FTC's "ever-expanding sense of its own authority" and amounts to the agency "placing its thumb on the scale to support the nation's wealthiest and most powerful commercial insurance companies."
The letter from the senators is based on the Post investigation and the FTC lawsuit. It requests, among other things, that the company provide a list of all of company dividends and their recipients, a list of all the anesthesiology firms it has acquired, and a list of how many noncompete agreements have been enforced against company physicians.
"The practices described in the recent report and the FTC's lawsuit are deeply concerning and suggest that USAP has used anticompetitive practices to build up monopoly power, which it has leveraged to decrease quality of care, increase costs for patients, and reduce physician autonomy," the letter said.
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This lawsuit could disrupt the U.S. tax system. Key facts are in dispute.
The Supreme Court will hear arguments on Dec. 5 in Moore v. United States, a challenge to an offshore earnings tax passed in 2017 to offset the Trump tax cuts.
By Ann Marimow, Julie Weil | 2023-11-27

President Donald Trump celebrates the six-month mark after the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in the White House on June 29, 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The fate of an obscure provision of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax package, which will be reviewed by the Supreme Court next week, has many experts panicked over the potential to destabilize the nation's tax system. In addition, some say the outcome could preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
But the case has also exposed questions about the accuracy of the personal story a Washington state couple presented to the court in making their constitutional challenge to the tax, a one-time levy on offshore earnings.
Charles and Kathleen Moore appear to have closer ties to the company central to the case than they disclosed in court filings. Among other things, Charles Moore served on its board for five years and made a significant cash contribution to the company, records show.
Legal advocacy groups often rely on individuals to humanize their efforts in court, and it is not the first time that those on the other side have pointed to inconsistencies between what the justices are told in filings and the realities outside the courtroom.
This time, however, questions about the legal basis for the couple's challenge to the tax have been raised before the justices are scheduled to hear oral argument on Dec. 5. Advocates who oppose their challenge have asked the Supreme Court to ditch the case and urged the couple's attorneys, who come from an anti-regulatory advocacy group, to correct what they say are omissions and misstatements in the record.
Mindy Herzfeld, a tax policy expert at the University of Florida who has written extensively about the case known as Moore v. United States, said the court should not decide a constitutional question based on "an inaccurate set of facts." To do so, she wrote in a recent column in Tax Notes, "risks undermining the Court's legitimacy and creating the impression that its docket and its decisions are too easily manipulated by politically motivated interest groups."
Dan Greenberg, an attorney for the Moores and general counsel of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, said in a statement: "I'm confident that our filings are candid and accurate."
Adding to the tension are calls from Democratic lawmakers for Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. to recuse himself from deliberations in the closely watched case, because of his ties to another member of the Moores' legal team. Alito rejected those suggestions, saying he and that lawyer have not discussed the case.

The justices of the Supreme Court in 2022. Bottom row from left: Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Associate Justices Samuel A. Alito and Elena Kagan. Top row from left: Associate Justices Brett M. Kavanaugh and Ketanji Brown Jackson. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The justices are being asked to decide whether a tax on offshore earnings that helped fund Trump's massive tax cut is permitted under the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants to Congress. Activists behind the case believe a ruling in their favor could preemptively bar other taxes that Congress has not previously tried to impose, including a tax on wealth that Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and others on the left have pushed as an equitable way to generate new funds for government spending.
An unusual political coalition has come together to defend the offshore-earnings tax, from the Biden administration to conservatives including former House speaker Paul D. Ryan. Not because they favor a wealth tax, but because they worry a ruling against one little-known provision could undermine vast swaths of existing taxes on investments, partnerships and foreign income, which together raise billions or even trillions in revenue.
"A lot of the tax code would be unconstitutional if that thing prevailed," Ryan said about the case at a recent Brookings Institution event. "I'm not for a wealth tax, but I think if you use this as the argument to spike a wealth tax, you're going to basically get rid of, I don't know, a third of the tax code."
The court could also devise a narrow ruling that only applies to a few tax situations.
The Moores were subject to $15,000 in taxes because of the 2017 law, springing from investments they had made in a company based in India. The law created a one-time tax on certain offshore earnings that had previously been exempt from taxation unless the taxpayer brought the money back to the United States.
The Moores argue that they never earned any money from their investment, and they sued the federal government seeking a refund. The district court dismissed their case, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit upheld that decision, saying the tax was within Congress's power and permitted under the 16th Amendment regardless of whether the Moores took in, or "realized," any income.
The appeals court quoted an earlier Supreme Court opinion to say that a taxpayer is not entitled to "'escape taxation because he did not actually receive the money.'"
The specific tax that the Moores object to paying, known as Section 965, was forecast to raise more than $300 billion over 10 years. Some major corporations have already paid billions under this specific tax; a ruling that struck it down entirely might mean the government has to issue tens of billions of dollars in refunds.
And conceivably, the effects could ripple out much further. The Tax Foundation calculated that ending the taxation of all earnings retained in partnerships would cost the United States government more than $3 trillion over the next 10 years.
In Supreme Court filings and a video interview of the couple prepared by their legal team, the Moores describe making a $40,000 investment in 2006 in the new company of their friend, Ravindra Kumar Agrawal, whom Charles met while working as a software engineer at Microsoft.
"That was a lot of money for us, but we believed in Ravi's idea and wanted to support him and see it to fruition," Charles Moore said. The business supplies power tools to small-scale farmers in India.
"During all these years, we weren't getting any money, but we were really excited to be part of this company that was growing and reaching more and more people all over India," Kathleen Moore said in the video interview, which was posted by the Competitive Enterprise Institute. "I would say that was the return on the investment."
The Moores' attorneys say in court filings that the couple were "without any role in KisanKraft's management." Charles Moore said in a 2020 statement submitted to the court that he "never received a distribution, dividend, or other payment from KisanKraft."
But tax experts say the Moores were more involved in the company than they suggested. Information included in KisanKraft's corporate filings, reviewed by The Washington Post and first reported by Tax Notes, shows Charles Moore listed as a director of KisanKraft from April 2012 until March 2017. A company resolution announcing Moore's departure from the board cites his contribution to the "welfare and growth of the company."
In his sworn statement, Charles Moore says that he visited India to vacation and to tour the company and meet employees. He does not mention that he was a director and was reimbursed for about $14,000 in travel expenses between 2014 and 2017.
Moore made a contribution of cash to the company of about $245,000 in 2014 and was repaid the next year with interest at 12 percent, records show. In 2019, after the lawsuit was filed, Moore sold about 20 percent of his holdings for close to $300,000, according to the records.
Herzfeld said Moore's years on the board, additional investments in the company and sale of shares undermine the couple's argument that they were passive investors with no control over company activities -- and therefore should not be subject to the tax.
The group Patriotic Millionaires, which believes the tax is constitutional, told the justices in a letter earlier this month that the "factual background presented to you is not remotely accurate."
But there has been no indication that the alleged discrepancies will become an issue before oral arguments next week.
A spokesperson for the court said she did not know whether the letter would be reviewed by the justices. In general, correspondence from those who are not participants in a case is not posted on the court docket, which lists the official case records before the justices.
Though Herzfeld said in her column that the Solicitor General's office, which will defend the tax on behalf of the U.S. government, could suggest that the justices dismiss the case and return it to the lower court for further factual review, Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar has not raised concerns about the record with the court. A spokesperson for Prelogar declined to comment.
Professional conduct rules require attorneys to notify the court and correct the record if they learn that factual assertions were incorrect. But the Moores' attorneys say the record they presented is accurate.
The couple had a connection to the Competitive Enterprise Institute long before the launch of their legal challenge. Charles Moore's father, Thomas Moore, was a longtime CEI board member and member of President Ronald Reagan's Council of Economic Advisers.
The potential conflict of interest in the case cited by Democratic lawmakers involves David B. Rivkin, a lawyer who is representing the Moores and who twice interviewed Alito for articles that appeared on the Wall Street Journal editorial page. Alito has dismissed calls for his recusal, saying that he and Rivkin never discussed any issue in the Moore case and that Rivkin's involvement in the litigation was disclosed in the second article.
Tax lawyers and other experts with views on the case have generally fallen into three camps of opinion on what the Supreme Court should do.
One group, mostly conservatives, says that the couple was taxed on unrealized gains, and never took in any income from their investment in the Indian company. Taxing them on money they never actually had, this group argues, is outside of the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants to the federal government.
Thomas Berry, a Cato Institute attorney who wrote an amicus brief siding with the Moores, said a decision in their favor "would let Congress know how far is too far in taxing property and taxing wealth. ... In the long run, that simply means Congress is less likely to make this mistake again and will know in the future that it can't raise revenue through an unconstitutional wealth tax."
A second group, mostly left-leaning, says that taxing unrealized gains is allowable under the Constitution, which was the opinion of the lower court that ruled earlier on the Moores' case.
"There are tons of exceptions to a strict realization requirement, [and] not only that, but those exceptions to realization are really important to maintaining the integrity of our progressive income tax," said Andy Weiner, a lawyer who wrote an amicus brief along with several tax professors defending the tax law. "If you strike down the mandatory repatriation tax because there's no realization requirement, that is going to be a very powerful tool for taxpayers to challenge all sorts of laws in all sorts of contexts."
And then there is the third school of thought on this case. This group, including both Republicans and Democrats, has doubts about the constitutionality of taxing unrealized gains -- but says that's not what happened to the Moores. The tax on the Moores was perfectly legal, they say, because it wasn't a tax on unrealized gains at all.
"The Moores aren't being taxed on the change in the value of their shares. They're not being taxed on the price of their shares, which would be like a wealth tax. ... What's being taxed is actual earnings and profit," said George Callas, who as a staffer for Ryan helped write the section of the 2017 tax law at issue in this case.
He and other experts who argue that the Moores weren't taxed on unrealized gains liken the tax on the couple to others that Americans routinely pay. One significant example: When two or more people form a business partnership, they each pay some taxes on their personal income tax filings on whatever money the business makes each year, regardless of which partner actually takes home the revenue.
If the tax on the Moores' investment in the India-based company is struck down by the Supreme Court, these experts warn, a long list of other tax provisions would also be undermined.
"Their logic is, you can't tax an owner on profits earned by the business they own unless those profits are sent up to the owner through a dividend or some other type of payment. Huge swaths of the tax code are based on the premise that you absolutely can do that," Callas said. "The day after a ruling for the Moores, taxpayers and their tax advisers are going to be filing lawsuits saying various provisions of the tax code are unconstitutional, and they're going to refuse to pay their taxes."
The case is Moore v. United States.
Magda Jean-Louis contributed to this report.
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At 90, Madhur Jaffrey relishes her role as a groundbreaking food writer
Madhur Jaffrey's "An Invitation to Indian Cooking" was reissued in 2023 in observance of its 50th anniversary.
By Mayukh Sen | 2023-11-27
In the late 1960s, Madhur Jaffrey's career was at an impasse. She had come to America the previous decade armed with a prestigious acting degree from London's Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, and she'd even managed to win a glimmering Best Actress trophy from the Berlin International Film Festival in 1965.
But such bona fides were not enough. Parts for an Indian actress like her were rooted in derogation: Think "harem girls and things like that," she told me one day this fall, sitting in her house in Hillsdale, a hamlet in New York. "Rubbishy, rubbishy roles."
A divorce left her with three daughters to support. When the magazine Holiday asked her to write an article recalling the food she'd eaten as a child in India, the country where she was born in 1933, she said yes. She needed the money.

Jaffrey in her home kitchen in Hillsdale, N.Y. (Angus Mordant for The Washington Post)


That piece would set Jaffrey on the path toward writing 1973's "An Invitation to Indian Cooking," reissued this month by Knopf in observance of its 50th anniversary. That cookbook announced the arrival of a culinary star, and Jaffrey's subsequent cookbooks -- she has authored more than 20 -- have burnished her reputation as America's most cherished envoy for Indian cooking. The James Beard Foundation has decorated her with nine medals, most recently this year with a Lifetime Achievement Award. Abroad, Britain festooned her in 2004 with the Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) title, the nation's second-highest order behind knighthood or damehood. The Indian government garlanded her with one of its highest civilian honors, the Padma Bhushan, in 2022.
But you'd be mistaken if you were to perceive Jaffrey, now 90, primarily as a cookbook author. "I'm an actress," she stated matter-of-factly. "And I do parts. One of the parts is playing a food writer."
Her rose began blooming early: Jaffrey's first role was as a brown mouse in "The Pied Piper of Hamelin," when she was a 5-year-old in the North Indian city of Kanpur, where her father operated a ghee factory. Moviegoing became a regular activity for her upper-class family through the unease of World War II. She sought to emulate the career of Marlon Brando.

Madhur Jaffrey and French producer Andre Micheline at the 1965 Bear awards in Berlin. Jaffrey won a Silver Bear for Best Actress in the film "Shakespeare-Wallah." (dpa/Picture Alliance/Getty Images)



Jaffrey at her New York restaurant, Dawat, in 1992. (Mirrorpix/Everett Collection)


Jaffrey inched closer to that dream in 1955, when a scholarship airlifted her to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA). She sought jailbreak from a corner of Indian society where men "ruled the roost," as she put it. "And I think I rebelled against that very early in life, and I said, 'Somewhere, I'm going to find a place where I can be myself,'" Jaffrey said.
But the jaundiced slop served at the RADA canteen, she said, was "very dreadful," indicative of the dreary condition of postwar British cuisine. Jaffrey began to pine for bowls of potatoes cooked with the glorious funk of asafetida, hissing cumin seeds and a tickle of dried red peppers -- dishes like the kind her mother, Kashmiran Rani, used to cook.
Her mother, a homemaker who spoke no English, mailed her three-line recipes in Hindi with sparse instructions: A little of this masala. A little of that masala. Brown it. At first, the vagueness scared Jaffrey, who believed she had no cooking aptitude. She was wrong. She realized that she could fill in the blanks by drawing on her taste memories: Her palate had been recording this knowledge all along.

"An Invitation to Indian Cooking 50th anniversary edition" by Madhur Jaffrey. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Jaffrey's fluency as a cook served her well when, a decade later in New York, she found herself countenancing the indignities of a stagnating acting career. Casting directors criticized her for her genteel accent, which she'd picked up in drama school; it seemed incongruent with their preconception of how an Indian woman should sound. "Nobody wanted me," she said.
But she often showcased her culinary talents as the doyenne of dinner parties in Manhattan, putting her in front of Craig Claiborne, the New York Times food editor whose 1966 piece on her, "Indian Actress Is a Star in the Kitchen, Too," reoriented her career. Such publicity, along with her article for Holiday, resulted in entreaties to write an Indian cookbook. She heeded the call.
The time was ripe. In 1965, a watershed immigration law, the Hart-Celler Act, ushered in a new wave of educated professionals and students from India to America. The Indian musician Ravi Shankar became an icon of the counterculture thanks to his association with the Beatles. But stereotypes still loomed large: "The Party" (1968) featured the English comedic genius Peter Sellers bobbing his head in brownface to play a bumbling Indian immigrant.
This limited imagination, too, infected perception of India's food. Americans seemed to believe that all Indian food was "curry, curry, curry," as Jaffrey put it to me. Prior cookbooks like Santha Rama Rau's "The Cooking of India" (1969) did not meaningfully correct that distortion.
Jaffrey spent five years working on her manuscript, then titled "Curry: Myth and Reality," before drama ensued: Her commissioning editor went silent on her. The publishing house she sent her book to dissolved, leaving her opus orphaned.
With the help of friends in the publishing world, Jaffrey's draft landed in the hands of the perspicacious Knopf editor Judith Jones in 1971. Jones had published 1961's "Mastering the Art of French Cooking," co-authored by Julia Child, Simone Beck and Louisette Bertholle; the book was an unexpected blockbuster, and its success put Jones at the forefront of the country's culinary cognoscenti.

Jaffrey looks at a bookshelf in her home in Hillsdale, N.Y. (Angus Mordant for The Washington Post)


"Judith was impressed with Jaffrey's ability to translate a cuisine entirely foreign to most Americans at the time via detailed instruction, the richness of her knowledge, and the essential warmth and approachability evoked by her style of prose," Sara B. Franklin, author of a forthcoming biography of Jones, "The Editor" (2024), wrote in an email. Because Jaffrey's entry into cooking had begun, like Child's, in adulthood, she "understood the importance of clear instruction for amateur home cooks who may never have encountered a particular ingredient or technique included in their recipes before," Franklin added.
"An Invitation to Indian Cooking" appeared on American shelves in spring 1973. It was a time when cookbooks by Italy's Marcella Hazan and Egypt's Claudia Roden were also capturing the hearts of home cooks across America, reflecting the country's more curious palate.
Jaffrey admitted that hers was a "small cookbook," quilting together recipes from her own family in North India and in-laws from other parts of South Asia, such as Gujarat and Bengal. "It didn't go through all of India, at all," she said of her book's ambitions. "It didn't try to. It just said what I knew and that was in the book."
Despite its now-incontestable reputation as a classic, "Invitation" was no immediate sales juggernaut. Jones suggested Jaffrey goose up interest by teaching cooking classes, roping in James Beard, who lived blocks away from Jaffrey, to assist. Through this, the book found its people. Her initial audience was the same that the Hart-Celler Act welcomed into America: "There were Indian students, lots of Indian students, who wanted to make kheema and dal and rice and didn't know how to go about it," she said.
Slowly, the book's reach widened. American students started picking it up. Those students had children; those children later had children of their own. She still gets letters telling her what the book has meant to them and their families, even people stopping her in the street wherever she goes in the world.

Collected images and objects displayed on a mantle inside Jaffrey's home. (Angus Mordant for The Washington Post)



Jars of ingredients line the shelves of Jaffrey's home kitchen. (Angus Mordant for The Washington Post)


Seeing Jaffrey host the BBC program "Madhur Jaffrey's Indian Cookery" (1982) four decades ago was nothing short of "groundbreaking," said the British Indian cookbook author and Guardian columnist Meera Sodha. Sodha's parents had come to the United Kingdom in the 1970s and been asked to close their windows while cooking. But Jaffrey's presence on television, Sodha said, dignified Indian cooking as "something to be celebrated."
Jaffrey has admirably, to Sodha's mind, made a career of sliding freely between artistic practices. "She is one of life's true creatives," Sodha said. "She moved from film to food and taught me that if you follow your passion and put the work in you can, if you wish, get out of your swim lane."
Jaffrey, though, is firm in her insistence that acting is her life's calling. She still acts, notably as Seema's mother on Max's "And Just Like That ..." in 2022, but she spends most of her days writing. Jaffrey has jettisoned plans for another memoir. (Her first, an account of her childhood, was published in 2006.) She doesn't want to dredge up any old ghosts. "Life got too messy," she said. "I don't want to expose everyone, that messiness."

Jaffrey's Stir-Fried Orange Pumpkin. (Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Jaffrey is still mildly flummoxed by the devotion her first cookbook continues to inspire. "I have no idea," she confessed, honestly, when I asked her why this book endures. Fifty years on, Jaffrey isn't convinced that America's view of Indian cooking has changed in a meaningful way. Sure, American food magazines may pay lip service by printing Hindi cooking words, she said. But there's a dimension -- a soul -- missing, she feels, in the superficial adoption of global flavors under the umbrella of American food. "Because how can you get the emotions of each country into the food?" she said. "You have to live it in a way."
This may explain, then, why "An Invitation to Indian Cooking" has stood the test of time: Jaffrey writes from emotion. She lived the story she tells in that book.
Jaffrey has made peace with the reality that some projects she is working on now may go unfinished. "Well, I'm 90 years old," she sighed. "I just have to try and keep living a bit."

(Angus Mordant for The Washington Post)


Mayukh Sen is the author of Taste Makers (2021) and a forthcoming biography of the actress Merle Oberon.
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 6 Indian recipes for curry, dal and more from Madhur Jaffrey
Six timeless recipes from Madhur Jaffrey, the doyenne of Indian cooking, whose first cookbook, "An Invitation to Indian Cooking," was published 50 years ago.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2023-11-27
Madhur Jaffrey is truly one of the greats in the food world. The 90-year-old cooking icon who trained at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art still performs, but her greatest role may be as an award-winning food writer. Through her BBC television show and more than 30 cookbooks, Jaffrey has played a massive part in the popularization of Indian cuisine in the West in the late 20th century, warmly drawing in home cooks who may have been initially intimidated by the spice-rich, layered style of cooking.
Her first cookbook, "An Invitation to Indian Cooking," turned 50 this year, and we are celebrating by spotlighting some of our favorite recipes from Jaffrey's trove. You can also discover even more dishes you'll love in our archives of over 10,000 tested recipes.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post) 


Staff writer Becky Krystal said this simple curry from "From Curries to Kebabs: Recipes From the Indian Spice Trail" "changed [her] life." Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post) 


Vegetarian food has a long and rich history in India, a fact that Jaffrey celebrates in several of her books. This dish from "Vegetarian India" features a colorful mix of spices from Northern and Southern India. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas for The Washington Post; food styling by Nichole Bryant for The Washington Post) 


A marinade of black pepper, lemon, ginger, garlic, yogurt, onion and five other spices infuses this baked chicken from "At Home With Madhur Jaffrey" with savory, spicy flavor. For more recipes from influential cookbooks, sign up for our Essential Cookbooks newsletter. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post) 


This sweet and spicy dish plays many roles, just like Jaffrey. Serve it as a refreshing starter, snack or side. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas for The Washington Post; food styling by Nichole Bryant for The Washington Post) 


Dal, a thick, legume-based soup, is a staple of Indian cuisine. This one stars moong dal, also known as split yellow lentils. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post) 


When Jaffrey was a young actress studying at London's Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, she longed for the dishes her mother used to make such as this spiced potato dish featuring "gloriously funky asafetida." Get the recipe.
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The sound of crunching chips is annoying. Doritos has made a silencer.
"Realistically snacking and gaming go hand-in-hand," said app developer Dylan Fashbaugh.
By Sydney Page | 2023-11-27

An advertisement for Doritos Silent, a new "crunch cancellation" software that removes the sound of crunching Doritos from voice chat. (Courtesy of PepsiCo)


The noise of someone chomping on chips can be irritating, especially if it's directly in your ear, on say, a voice chat or a Zoom call.
Voices -- and crunching -- are amplified when people are using headsets, which are often worn by gamers, many of whom spend hours at a time playing multiplayer video games.
So the chip brand Doritos created Doritos Silent, a crunch cancellation software that removes the sound of chewing from voice chat, Zoom or any call that uses headphones. But it was really created for gamers.
"It works on anything that accepts a microphone," said Dylan Fashbaugh, lead developer at Brooklyn-based Smooth Technology which worked with Doritos to create the free app that launched earlier this month.
It can be used on any PC, and the company says it will eventually be expanded to other devices.
Fashbaugh has been a gamer for about 20 years, and said he is familiar with the annoyance of fellow gamers chewing loudly on chips.
"Crunch is one of the most distracting features that could throw someone off their game," said Mustafa Shamseldin, chief marketing officer of international foods at PepsiCo, which owns Doritos.
Doritos surveyed more than 3,000 people -- including in China, India, Portugal, Britain and the United States -- and found that gamers like to snack while playing, but they also think the sounds of other people snacking is distracting.
Of the 200 people surveyed in the United States, 90 percent snack while gaming, and the majority said chips make the most bothersome noise when another gamer is eating them.

A Smooth Technology employee, gaming while snacking on Doritos. Several surveys commissioned by Doritos found that the majority of gamers enjoy snacking while gaming, but they also get annoyed by the sound of other players crunching. (Courtesy of PepsiCo)


Research also showed that the crunch of Doritos is part of what people like about them, said Fernando Kahane -- the head of global marketing for the chip brand.
"There is something about the crunch that has to do with it, funnily enough," he said.
Many people crave crunchy foods because they are more stimulating to eat than soft foods, which is why chips are a go-to snack.
"That's one of the reasons Doritos is so popular with gamers," Kahane said.
Knowing the crunch was a draw for the eater and a drawback for the listener, they came up with a workaround for what they call a "pain point."
"Instead of having to launch new Doritos, we could actually solve that pain point with a technology," said Kahane.
The prospect of making a less crispy Doritos chip surfaced several years ago, and was widely mocked.
In 2018, the former chief executive of PepsiCo claimed Doritos was developing a "chip for women," which was intended to be a low-crunch alternative, with reduced orange finger dust. There was backlash online, and PepsiCo later said it was a misunderstanding, and it was not, in fact, releasing a specific Doritos product for women.
To address the crunch issue in the gaming community, Doritos turned to technology.

Dylan Fashbaugh -- the lead developer at Smooth Technology -- showing how Doritos Silent works. (Courtesy of PepsiCo)


"That's always been a distraction for me," Fashbaugh said of the chomping in his headphones. "I'll lose my focus when one person starts eating. That sound of crunching can just take you out of the experience, but you still want to enjoy your snack because realistically snacking and gaming go hand-in-hand."
Working on this software, Fashbaugh said, has "unified two of my big interests of creating technology and gaming."
He and his team began the process by researching and testing out various noise cancellation techniques. Then, "we got a lot of people to crunch Doritos into a microphone," said Fashbaugh.
About 500 people were recorded munching on Doritos, and those recordings were used to simulate 5,000 different crunch sounds.
"Then, we took sounds of lots of us talking and other people talking, and mixed those together with the crunch sounds so we could generate an AI that could learn the sound of crunching and voicing," said Fashbaugh. "We needed to make something that could really separate the sounds of voices and crunches."
While the AI software is "trained exclusively on Doritos," he said, it actually works on some other crunch sounds, including different types of chips, crackers and raw vegetables.

A Smooth Technology employee, testing out Doritos Silent. Although the Doritos Silent software was designed for Doritos, it can work with other crunchy foods, such as chips, crackers and vegetables. (Courtesy of PepsiCo)


"I think it's going to have an impact," said Fashbaugh, adding that it was designed to keep voice chat clear.
Kahane said this is just the beginning of the chip brand's AI ambitions.
"In the past, we would think about food innovation. Now, we are thinking about the whole consumer experience," Kahane said.
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Tom Sietsema's 6 favorite places to eat in November 2023
The Washington Post food critic likes restaurants such as the Red Hen and Bistro Provence.
By Tom Sietsema | 2023-11-27
For a lot of reasons, I feel extra grateful this season. Part of it has to do with the scene I'm lucky to cover. When times are tough, with gloomy headlines and life trickier to navigate, restaurants can play the role of a cherished friend. For some of us, there's nothing like leaving the cares of the day and stepping into the warm embrace of a favorite place to eat.
Recent weeks have found me eating in some promising newcomers but also looking back. Returning to a few veteran restaurants, I was thrilled to see one of them celebrate a decade in business, another offer food that looked like art, and a third give diners a taste of its formal self with a more accessible bar menu. Think of this little collection as an early holiday gift. Better yet, go forth and treat yourself. Self-care is just a restaurant away.

Squid Ink Linguini with calamari and Pecorino Romano at Red Hen. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


My strategy for getting into this Bloomingdale fixture without a reservation is hardly a secret. Just look at the line that forms in front of the Italian-inspired restaurant well before the doors open for dinner. Insiders know the prize spot is the central bar, and they race there, like Dash in "The Incredibles," once their foot is in the door. Sitting a little taller on a stool gives occupants a better view of the cozy setting, including the honeyed lighting and wood-burning fire over which so much of the food is cooked.
Some green olives land, along with a flask of water. The welcome is immediate. Thoughtfully, the Red Hen lets you order a few dishes at a time. Braised octopus is creamy and crisp from a light char. Slices of raw tuna, artfully staged with tomatoes, plums and split mouse melons, also known as Mexican gherkins, shimmer like rubies. Dredge the fish in some of the red sauce fueled with anchovies and chiles, and enjoy the sting. The waiter only has to say "fritters made from head cheese," and we jump at a special coaxed from bits of shredded pig parts and perched on a nest of shaved fennel. Herbs in the crisp fritter balance the funk of the offal.

Chef Mike Friedman owns the local favorite spot the Red Hen. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)



He said customers see the Red Hen as comfortable and familiar. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Chef-owner Mike Friedman launched the place 10 years ago and credits consistency and quality for its long run. Sure enough, the pastas, approved by the Bidens and portioned as if we were in Italy, are as reliable as ever. Beef cheeks with pappardelle or squid ink linguine with calamari? Order both. The winey braised beef is sweet with caramelized onions and elevated with fresh oregano, while lemon juice and fresh ginger lift the dark pasta and tender seafood.
The menu is just three main courses long, and that's fine by me, because one of the choices is pork chop Milanese heaped with a bitter radicchio salad and offered with mustard crema, a combination I'm drawn to like Elon Musk is to mistakes. No way can we skip dessert, not when our attendant tells us the fruit in the gelato was plucked from his own trees, and its leaves were caramelized before being steeped in milk. You'll want the mysterious fig gelato.
Around us, I feel the eyes of dozens of anglers for our seat. Okay, I think to myself, we're calling Lyft. Friedman thinks customers see the Red Hen as comfortable and familiar, like "a warm blanket," he says. He's onto something the competition should emulate.
1822 First St. NW, Washington. 202-525-3021. theredhendc.com. $24 to $38 for entrees.
Here's how enticing the food is at this plain-Jian dining room in Rockville: 10 minutes after it opened for lunch on a recent Saturday, all the seats were taken. Good dim sum can do that. I'm talking crisp golden shrimp crullers, two-bite dumplings packed with ground pork and shrimp, surely the best meatball in Montgomery County, and some of the area's finest soup dumplings, their wrappers noticeably more delicate than on my last visit (years ago, shame on me). The rush of hot pork broth when I bite into the ivory package still thrills.
My love-hate relationship with Bob's lives on, too. With over 100 choices, the menu is "My Name is Barbra" length. I never feel I can do the list justice, or bring too many people to the table. On the other hand, putting even a dent in the possibilities is a mouthwatering pursuit. Yellow stars next to almost 20 dishes flag some of its most popular dishes, including a bowl of thin wheat noodles under a carpet of crumbled beef, crushed peanuts and pungent cilantro.
One of the efficient servers might demonstrate how to enjoy the dan dan noodles by mixing everything together with some chopsticks. A pool of chile oil under the heap adds a slick kick to the prize. Another trick to striking gold is by listening. Anything served in a metal steamer, the source of some of the clatter at Bob's, is worth your attention.
That said, I've never met a random pick I haven't relished. Snowy flounder, sour cabbage and glassy thin noodles add up to a restorative soup, and squiggles of lamb, garlic and crisp green bell peppers, everything smoky from the wok, arrive with a blast of red chiles and cumin. Bob's offers a lot, and a lot to love.
305 N. Washington St., Rockville. 301-251-6652. bobsshanghai66.com. $8 to $31 for entrees.

The Dabney lets customers reserve bar stools for a nice dinner. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Sometimes, you want a taste of the good life without major commitment. Maybe you spring for UberX instead of a limo for a big night out. Or treat yourself to dinner at the bar of a special restaurant instead of its more formal dining room.
Did you know the Dabney, chef Jeremiah Langhorne's tribute to the Mid-Atlantic in Blagden Alley, lets you reserve bar stools for a three-course dinner? "It's a sneak peek into the dining room," where eight courses cost $235, says chef de cuisine Tim Buell. Some of the same ingredients on the tasting menu find their way to the fixed-price bar list, but there's no crossover in terms of dishes. The hope, Buell says, is for patrons of the lounge to "get into the dining room eventually."
The kitchen, dressed with an enormous hearth, sends out some nice carrots. The inducements start with a steaming mug of ginger tea and a hot crab-topped oyster perched atop little black stones in a glass. The seafood is sublime, and so is its sauce, lit with lemongrass. Diced sweet lamb belly and eggplant charred in the wood fire share their "cups" of cool lettuce with pickled red onion, cilantro and lime cream. It's a first course for the memory books.
Crisp fluke (or lamb loin) is next, and nice. But the fish's base of shelling beans -- cranberry, kidney, lima and others -- is so irresistible, I later call Buell, a veteran of such esteemed restaurants as Lazy Bear in San Francisco and Obstinate Daughter in Charleston, to ask how he prepares them. (Turns out the different beans are cooked in their own pots and a combination of butter and miso is used to amplify their flavor.)

Chef Tim Buell pours ginger tea next to broiled oyster. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)



Seared Cape Charles fluke with fresh shelling beans. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


A flurry of vegetable sides that change almost daily rounds out the second course, and while I often say I'd rather sip than chew dessert, the bar menu at the Dabney has me, well, eating my words. The best sweet potato dessert in town is here. Picture sweet potato creme brulee inside the shell of a sweet potato: a rummy, spicy sweet potato caramel, and a topper of meringue. Now you see it, now you don't.
Flickering candles and leather place mats are a romantic touch. Like most bars, this one is not hushed. But the staff is so sweet, the food so good, you tune out any distraction. What I remember most after dinner at the bar is how eager it made me want to go back to the dining room, which is the Dabney's hope.
122 Blagden Alley NW, Washington. 202-240-2660. thedabney.com. $105 for three-course dinner at the bar.
A reader needed a recommendation: Where in Bethesda could he find good food, good wine and some peace and quiet for a reunion with a friend? I pointed him to Bistro Provence, home since 2010 to one of Washington's august chefs, Yannick Cam. His yellow, ground-floor dining room, seemingly blooming with flowers and illuminated by handsome old chandeliers, is an easy place to unwind. Bread is brought out without your having to ask (or wonder), and a white cloth, so rare anymore, covers the table. The old-school details pave the way for a meal that revels in French tradition rather than fireworks.
Escargots arrive in a ragout of eggplant puree, crisp julienne trumpet mushrooms, and a suggestion of bacon and cumin. Caramelized Maine scallops, a recent special capped with buttery chanterelles, are silken and sweet. If you buy good ingredients, as Cam does, no need to mask them. So the mighty veal chop is minimally accessorized with bright green sliced Brussels sprouts that even cabbage haters finish and a light but heady sauce that Cam says takes half a day from start to finish. (Suffice it to say, lots of bones get roasted, three kinds of meat and wild mushrooms are involved, and wine and stock are gently reduced.)

Chef Yannick Cam works in the Bistro Provence kitchen in Bethesda. (Gabriela Cam/Bistro Provence) 


My standard-bearer for duck confit is at Bistro Provence. The shatter of skin and the richness of thyme-scented duck is swoon-worthy, and what's not to love about the accompanying fried potatoes and onions? If you want a taste of where Cam has been before, order the lobster purses, a frequent special and a staple of his late Le Pavillon in Washington. The gingery seafood dumplings are exquisite.
In a visit over summer, I was surprised to find the Breton native cooking solo in his open kitchen, framed with china and copper pots. This month, I spotted a No. 2 helping him out, his former sous chef Ross Gold. The bigger wonder is Cam's longevity: The 75-year-old chef tells me he has been cooking 60 years now. What's your secret, sir? "I have a passion for the kitchen, and when you have passion, you don't get tired," says Cam, whose practice, and exacting standards, make pretty perfect.
4933 Fairmont Ave., Bethesda. 301-656-7373. bistroprovence.org. $22 to $49 for entrees.

A trio of shrimp cornets at Karma Modern Indian in Chinatown. (Ken Ramirez/Karma Modern Indian) 


Almost everything that leaves the kitchen at Karma Modern Indian in Chinatown reminds me that Ajay Kumar is an artist as well as a chef. Behold his fetching cornets filled with chopped shrimp seasoned with turmeric and ginger and garlic pastes, set upright in a stand of grilled sweet potato you're free to eat.
Check out his cone of crab, colored with yellow chili powder he imports from India and swirled with mustard seeds, curry leaves and lemon. Circling the pyramid are precise dots of sauce flavored with asparagus, green chile or sweet yogurt. Sliced duck draped with saffron-fennel gravy is separated from a carpet of garlic-fragrant riced broccoli by what look like little lotus leaves but are actually carved watermelon radishes.

Saffron duck with riced broccoli and watermelon radishes. (Romin Shahpouri/Karma Modern Indian) 


"I'm inspired by other cuisines," says Kumar, whose menu borrows from French, Japanese and Spanish traditions. His luscious food calls for a party and the restaurant obliges with a private room, set off with a red rug on the wall, that can seat up to 50.
The restaurant, which has siblings in Alexandria and Richmond, makes it easy to eat here. Entrees, including lobster, average $33. Between the dashing main dining room and polished service, however, dinner unfolds like a splurge.
Kumar sends out a bite from the open kitchen after you're seated, and slips a palate cleanser between courses. A recent sorbet of cranberry, rosewater and mint (so good!) spoke to the season and erased the fire of a three-pepper lamb kebab.
Annie Lennox was singing the last time I broke naan here. "Sweet dreams are made of this," she crooned. I looked at my plate, licked my lips and nodded in agreement.
611 I St. NW, Washington. 202-898-0393. karmamodernindian.com. $25 to $58 for dinner entrees.

Drunken noodles and papaya salad at Padaek in Arlington. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


If you want a lesson in the difference between Thai and Lao food, the area's best teacher is Seng Luangrath, the chef behind a handful of good restaurants over the years. Padaek in south Arlington is her most recent. Named for the fermented fish sauce used in Lao cooking, the newcomer spins off the original Padaek in Falls Church, which features both Thai and Laotian dishes. While the cuisines share many of the same ingredients, Lao food is neither as sweet or sour as Thai, more reliant on fresh herbs and not as heavy.
"Alive!" I type into my phone when I taste her larb, a salad of ground chicken, lime juice, chiles, galangal and lemongrass. I could have used the same word to describe the vibrant fried coconut rice tossed with funky pork sausage, peanuts, chiles and herbs. Laos has no coastline, but it does have lots of rivers. Cue the fried catfish, served under a heap of breezy mint, onions and bell peppers and sparked with a chile-lime sauce.

Chefs Nyi Nyi Myint and Seng Luangrath, right, at Padaek. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Luangath, who learned to cook in a refugee camp in Thailand, turns out very good fish cakes, steamed dumplings and fried tofu with peanut-tamarind dressing. Some of her best dishes, though, are delicious experiments. Crab noodles slicked with garlic butter elevates Padaek from its competition. The invention is a touch smoky, a little slippery, plenty rich, heady slurping.
The freshly minted Padaek is her biggest, and warmest, restaurant yet. Custom baskets from the mother country line the shelves, while painted flowers and birds draw eyes to the kitchen tiles and tabletops. The chef says the place was designed with her Laotian grandmother's house in mind, hold the clucking chickens outside.
2931 S. Glebe Rd., Arlington. 703-888-2890. padaekdc.com. $15 to $23 for entrees.
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Ask Amy: Should my son legalize his custody arrangement with volatile mom?
He had a child fresh out of high school. Now the mom uses the baby as a "pawn."
By Amy Dickinson | 2023-11-27
Dear Amy: My youngest son "Thomas" dated "Allyssa" sporadically during high school. It was a volatile relationship (he's nonconfrontational, she loves drama).
Allyssa became pregnant at the end of his senior year (her junior year). He took a paternity test to confirm that he was the father. They managed to work out visitation (nothing legal). Thomas has "Trent" three days a week (overnight). Trent is now 10 months old. Thomas loves him so much.
The problem is that every time Thomas starts dating someone, Allyssa starts using the baby as a pawn. She doesn't want her son to be around another girl, and makes up terrible lies about the girl as reasons to keep the baby away. When Thomas tries to keep a good friendship between him and Allyssa for the baby's sake, Allyssa thinks he wants to resume their romance.
When she doesn't get what she wants, it's total drama. I know a lot of this is immaturity, but she also has an unhealthy obsession with my son. She has been in therapy, but says it is only to please her mother. Thomas has also seen a therapist (because of her).
I try to stay out of their relationship, but our son lives with us, so it's hard. I've advised him to either continue on this course, knowing the pitfalls, or go through the courts for joint custody. He's afraid of how Allyssa will react. He's afraid she won't let him see Trent for months, during the time it would take to go before a judge.
What do you think?
-- Concerned Grandmother
Concerned: Your son should see a lawyer immediately to establish parental rights and responsibilities. Otherwise, "Allyssa" will continue to manipulate him, threatening access to their child. She could also choose to move, taking their son with her, and "Thomas" would then have to scramble to try to assert his legal rights.
If Thomas wants to date, he has four nights of privacy when he does not have his son with him. Until he is in a serious long-term relationship, it would be wisest for him to minimize his dates' contact with his son. He should lock down his social media and ask anyone he is dating not to post about their relationship on social media.
He should always use birth control, and he should verify that anyone he has sex with is also using birth control.
His lawyer will advise him about maintaining his current custody arrangement until the matter goes through the courts. My instinct is that he should avoid discussing this with Allyssa until he has a court date.
Dear Amy: Recently my wife and I took our elderly parents and our 11-year-old daughter out for some pre-Christmas shopping at our mall. We were going to have lunch together in the mall and maybe see an afternoon movie. We were all looking forward to this outing, which is something we used to do before the pandemic struck.
Our daughter has been acting up and acting out recently, and, starting from when we arrived, she was grouchy and disrespectful. We can put up with a little of that, but she was treating store employees rudely, too. Basically, she seemed to make it her mission to ruin our day -- and she did.
We're now wondering what we should have done differently.
-- Exhausted Dad
Dad: You parents should have taken her aside at the first sign of trouble, and asked her to recognize her poor behavior and ... get it together. If she didn't adjust her attitude within a reasonable time frame, I think one parent should have very quietly and calmly taken her home so she could experience a very quiet day of media-free reflection, while the other parent carried on with the outing.
You should then explain to her that your goal is for her to show her best self and to treat others well. She doesn't seem ready to do that, but when she is, you'll try again.
Dear Amy: I didn't like your tone with "Dog Tired." Her daughter wants to bring her four dogs to the wedding? Sounds like she hasn't a brain in her head. What is it with dogs these days?!
And I did not for one second think the mother was judging or undermining. Why is it always the mother's fault?
-- Upset
Upset: It was the daughter's wedding, and she had laid her 16 paw prints down as a nonnegotiable. I agreed with the mother (and you) that this was bananas.
(c) 2023 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: Should she let go of a friend whose wife opposes their friendship?
She knows her close friend's wife doesn't approve of their friendship, but she keeps reaching out anyway.
By Carolyn Hax | 2023-11-27

(Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: Two years ago, I (a woman) became close friends with "Trevor," whom I met through a shared passion for a certain political issue. His then-fiancee, "Veronica," was supportive but not involved in activism, so I never had the opportunity to get to know her well, though we were perfectly friendly.
Last fall, I went to their wedding, and a few months later, I stayed up most of the night keeping Trevor company online as he pulled an all-nighter for a class. Veronica saw my post about it and blew up. Trevor let her read our entire conversation so she knew nothing untoward was going on, but it didn't help.
This is apparently not the first time she'd expressed jealousy of me. After a lot of fighting, Trevor gave in to Veronica's demands and cut me off. He told me this would just be until she "cools off."
Two months later, I reached out to him and asked for an update. He said he'd brought me up a couple of times and it didn't go well, but he'd try again. We have a small convention coming up related to our activism, and Veronica wants to tag along, so Trevor gave her an ultimatum that she needed to get over her hang-up about our friendship or else they couldn't go. After that conversation, she messaged me to say she didn't want me to think she hated me and she was sorry she treated me poorly. I said I hoped we could start over and be friends, and she said she'd like that.
A couple of days later, I texted Trevor and asked whether we were cool now. He responded that they had fought and although she "legitimately feels bad," she still didn't want him to talk to me. He said he'd keep me updated.
Do I keep occasionally asking for updates, hoping to get my friend back, or should I just disappear and stop being a source of conflict in a new marriage?
-- Female Friend
Female Friend: Disappear. If and when you see them organically, be friendly to both of them and move along. If and when they figure out their stuff, they know where you are.
You know you're a source of tension, yet you keep reaching out to him: "Two months later, I ... asked for an update," and, "A couple of days later, I ... asked whether we were cool now." That, essentially, shows you prioritize having Trevor's friendship over being his friend. Not to defend Veronica's methods, but that might be what she's picking up on with you. That and Trevor's apparent sweet tooth for this intrigue-elicious marital subplot.
So flip it around. Prioritize being Trevor's friend. Trevor's friend would not knowingly stir up conflict in his marriage without a darn good reason, and "I like talking political shop with himmmm" is nowhere close to meeting the darn-good threshold. That means being scarce unless and until he reaches out to you. In an entirely aboveboard way, it goes without saying, but I'll say it anyway.
Readers' thoughts:
* "Friend" knew what she was doing at least at some level, that Veronica would see the post and what it implied in the context of their relationship. She threw a bomb out there, knowing it would explode. Cut off your ties with Trevor and move on. Friendship is not what you're after.
* Political passion doesn't give friends license to undermine a friend's marriage. You know you're pushing it. You enjoy seeing how Veronica reacts. Stop it.
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Miss Manners: Saying 'thoughts and prayers' to an atheist
Atheist letter writer has a terminal diagnosis and doesn't appreciate people offering prayers.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2023-11-27
Dear Miss Manners: My question concerns the phrase "thoughts and prayers," which imposes one's own religion on those with differing (or no) religious beliefs. I do respect the rights of individuals to believe in and practice their own religion. I do not, however, think that any religious beliefs/practices should be forced upon others.
I am a lifelong atheist who abandoned religion once I was old enough to challenge my parents' beliefs. I have now been diagnosed with potentially terminal cancer. Numerous friends and family have started praying for me, and very publicly announcing that they are doing so -- even to the point of recruiting people I don't know to participate.
How should I respond to these unrelenting verbal proclamations, multiple daily, of "thoughts and prayers?" Despite the fact that my atheist beliefs are known to these people, they seem to be preying upon me as a weakened individual in order to recruit for their own faith.
My inner voice wants to say, "Praying is more for your own well-being -- to feel that you and your religion somehow deserve credit for my potential recovery, or that you did everything you could in the event of my demise." But I suspect that would be considered rude.
Managing the physical and mental stress of a terminal illness is a full-time job. The last thing I need is to be constantly bombarded with self-serving religious proselytizing. Please help me with the right response. And help educate others about this offensive behavior.
"Thoughts and prayers" has become such a commonplace reaction that Miss Manners doubts she can dislodge it. However annoying you find this, you know that these people intend it as sympathetic support.
So no, you do not want a reply that sounds rude. But you might say, mildly, "You know I am a devout atheist, don't you?" Or, if you fear this might bring on proselytizing, "I appreciate your thoughts. Your prayers are between you and your beliefs."
Dear Miss Manners: My two grandchildren, ages 7 and 9, are very sweet but have terrible table manners. I lived with them for 18 months during the pandemic and taught them to put their napkins in their laps, keep their elbows off the table, hold a knife and fork properly and chew with their mouths closed.
However, we just went on a family vacation together and I had to remind them of every rule during every meal. When they are at their mother's house, she doesn't correct them, and my son has gotten tired of trying. How can I convince the children that table manners matter?
You are about to become a celebrated hostess. Going through the parents has not worked, and Miss Manners assures you that going against them, with criticism, certainly will not work. What you will do, then, is offer a glamorous alternative.
Dinner at Grandmama's will now include dressing up, setting a festive table, maybe playacting a bit. Or dinner at a restaurant. If those are glamorous occasions, practicing good manners will be part of the fun.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2023 Judith Martin
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Opening day of Young Thug trial gets messy
Rapper Young Thug's racketeering trial begins Monday. Here's what you need to know about the trial and opening statements.
By Herb Scribner | 2023-11-28

Jeffery Lamar Williams, the hip-hop star known as Young Thug, at a hearing in Atlanta on Dec. 22, 2022. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP)


Young Thug's long-awaited trial in Atlanta got underway with opening statements Monday, but the day began with objections, delays and calls for a mistrial.
"I'm not happy about any of this," said Judge Ural Glanville on Monday after the prosecution's opening statement caused confusion in the courtroom.
The trial's opening day arrived roughly 18 months after charges of gang-related activity were first brought against Jeffery Lamar Williams, the hip-hop star known as Young Thug. Williams was one of more than two dozen defendants charged with conspiracy to violate Georgia's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) in May 2022, as well as participating in criminal street gang activity.
The rapper faces additional charges including three counts of violating Georgia's controlled substances act, possession of a firearm while committing a felony and possession of a machine gun. He has pleaded not guilty to all eight counts. Six defendants, including Williams, are standing trial.
Fulton County District Attorney Fani T. Willis has alleged that Williams was associated with a Bloods-affiliated criminal street gang called Young Slime Life (or YSL). The allegations suggest that the artist's rap lyrics often use the acronym "YSL" -- the initials of both the gang and Thug's record label, Young Stoner Life Records -- and other alleged criminal activity. Prosecutors intend on using the rap lyrics in the court trial.
Willis used the same RICO law to indict former president Donald Trump and 18 co-defendants in connection with their alleged attempt to overturn the results of the 2020 election.
Adriane Love, the chief deputy district attorney, made the opening statement on behalf of prosecutors Monday, saying that Williams and the other defendants partook in gang-related activity for years.
"YSL checks all the boxes for being a criminal street gang," she said.
"Defendant Jeffery Williams was its proclaimed leader," she said. "YSL, as the evidence will show, didn't move individually. The members and associates of YSL moved like a pack, with defendant Jeffery Williams as its head," Love said.
Her opening statement was interrupted as Williams's defense team called for a mistrial, after Love's presentation tied Williams's attorney to a separate case, which Judge Glanville had previously ordered against. The defense said it had not seen several slides in her PowerPoint presentation, despite court orders to exchange materials that would be presented. After a lengthy back and forth, which included other objections from the defense to material in the presentation, the motion was denied by Judge Glanville.
Still, multiple attorneys representing the defendants called out alleged factual errors within Love's opening statement presentation slides and called for them to be removed from the case.
The delays Monday morning follow multiple postponements in the trial, which has drawn national attention for raising the question about how rap lyrics could be used by prosecutors in legal disputes.
Several delays postponed the trial, including a lengthy jury selection as some potential jurors had to leave the case over its potentially lengthy schedule, according to the Associated Press. On Nov. 1, a jury of 12 people were selected for the trial after nearly 10 months.
Williams was first arrested on May 9, 2022, and charged alongside  27 others, including rappers Gunna and Yak Gotti. Several of the defendants took plea deals, including Gunna, an Atlanta rapper whose real name is Sergio Kitchens and had a close association with Young Thug.
Prosecutors argue that Young Thug, Gunna and other rappers charged in the case hinted at criminal behavior through lyrics in their songs. The defense, as well as civil rights attorneys, have argued that lyrics are an example of freedom of expression and that targeting rap lyrics is also an attack on Black art.
The legal dispute paused a growing career for Young Thug, who has seen three of his albums hit No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart. He has been in custody since being arrested in 2022. The rapper, who has collaborated with artists like Drake, Travis Scott and Nicki Minaj, has been nominated for four Grammys, and won song of the year in 2019 for his songwriting work on Childish Gambino's "This is America." Attorneys for Williams and the Fulton County district attorney's office did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Ben Brasch contributed to this report.
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Cynthia Erivo doesn't sing the same old tune
The Tony winner talks about her Kennedy Center concert as well as her next movie "Drift" and filming "Wicked."
By Thomas Floyd | 2023-11-27

Singer and actress Cynthia Erivo is set to perform a concert at the Kennedy Center next week. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post) 


Cynthia Erivo sure likes to keep audiences on their toes. When it comes to teasing her upcoming Kennedy Center concert, set for Dec. 6 at the Eisenhower Theater, a performer celebrated for her towering vocals remains ironically tight-lipped.
Here's what Erivo can share: The 70-minute performance, billed as Cynthia Erivo & Friends, will feature two of her fellow Tony winners in Joaquina Kalukango and Ben Platt. The actress and singer promises a through line, without handing out hints. And Erivo -- who has won an Emmy, Grammy and Tony and been nominated for an Oscar -- notes the set list will be "very different" from her usual material.
"It'll definitely be fun," Erivo says. "There will be some pieces you'll know, some pieces you won't. And I will give you great outfits, that's one sure thing."
It's the same kind of unpredictability Erivo brings to her stage, film and television roles. Her eagerly anticipated portrayal of the wicked witch Elphaba -- in Jon M. Chu's two-film adaptation of the stage musical "Wicked," the first part of which is due out next fall -- feels like a prototypical Erivo showcase.
But the 36-year-old shows off a more restrained side in her next film, the contemplative refugee drama "Drift," which arrives in theaters Feb. 9. The English-language debut from Singaporean filmmaker Anthony Chen, "Drift" casts Erivo as a timid Liberian refugee coming to terms with unspeakable trauma while forging a new friendship on a sumptuous Greek island.
During a recent video chat from Los Angeles, Erivo teased her Kennedy Center concert, discussed her internalized performance in "Drift" and opened up about shooting the "Wicked" films.
(This interview has been edited for length in clarity.)
Q: Your Kennedy Center concert is a one-night event. How would you describe the process of putting together a show like this one?
A: There's definitely an amount of stress because it's all working toward one day and hoping everything comes together in this one moment. But it's really, really fun. I can kind of do whatever I want to do, so it feels like the sky's the limit in these situations. Doing these performances always feels really like a kid in a candy shop. What do I want to do? How do I want to do it? Sometimes I end up getting really anxious because there's lots to pick from, but then somehow it all just sort of comes into focus. And I love singing live. There's nothing like it.
Q: What do you like best about performing at the Kennedy Center?
A: It's always a lot bigger than I think. Every time I think, 'Oh, I've covered the whole grounds,' but then I haven't and there's another place I haven't performed in. It's just one of those places that keeps on giving. Some of my first concerts with orchestras were at the Kennedy Center, and it's just lovely to be able to keep returning to a place because it feels familiar. And it's also stunning. It's a beautiful, beautiful building, and it feels like it's built for people to perform. Those rooms, those halls are really set to allow for an optimal performance, which I think is really special. Not many places have that.
Q: How did you line up Kalukango and Platt as your guests?
A: There's very few people that I like to sing with -- I can count on both hands those people -- and these two are some of the people I can count on my hands. Ben I know very, very well, and we haven't had a chance to sing together on a stage like that. And obviously Joaquina was Nettie when I was placing Celie in "The Color Purple" on Broadway and has gone on to do some of the most amazing things. I love her voice. She's got the most unique sound, and I want to hear her sing with a beautiful band in front of people and be around her again.

Cynthia Erivo in "Drift." (Nikos Nikolopoulos/Drift)


Q: This kind of spectacle is so different from your understated performance in "Drift." What initially drew you to that role?
A: It was that quiet, knowing nature, and an understanding that she had come from something before. I think it's just the idea that someone can be more than one thing. Just because you see them in a certain place, it doesn't mean they don't have a past and they haven't had a life or they haven't had experiences. I guess I just love the idea that she was so layered.
Q: As someone known for powerhouse performances, how did you approach playing a character who leaves so much unsaid?
A: I strangely think that she's just as loud as the other characters. She just doesn't say it with her words. Most of the things that she's speaking or expressing, I think it all comes through her body language, the way she looks at someone, her eyes. She has this way of communicating without really using any words, and I still think that's just as loud as a person shouting, sometimes louder, because as human beings that's what we do. The best way to communicate is the way we use our hands, the way we communicate with our bodies, what we say with our faces. We can say one thing, but our face is saying something completely different.
Q: You also produced "Drift" and co-wrote and performed the credits song "It Would Be" with Laura Mvula. Having earned an Oscar nomination for songwriting with "Harriet" (2019), what would you say is the key to composing a song to accompany a film?
A: You have to know whose point of view you're speaking from, and I think that you also have to know what you want to convey. You need to understand the story you're talking about. And if it's for a film, you need to know what that film is trying to speak about. For us, I think we decided that we would come from the character's point of view, and maybe our point of view looking at the character, so that we could speak on the experience. I feel like it needs to give the listener an understanding of who this character is and what the experience has been.
Q: Production on the "Wicked" movies is set to resume soon now that the SAG-AFTRA strike is over. How did you feel about stepping back from the project when you were nearly finished?
A: This film, it takes a lot to do. We're working long hours. We're working every minute that we can get and we're not necessarily taking a lot of breaks, and that is everyone from Jon to me to [co-star Ariana Grande]. So I think this gave us a moment to just sort of stop and breathe. It's very strange to not be finished with a character and to be so close to the end of a run with a character. You're holding onto some of the things that you may have picked up, so you don't have to start from scratch. I don't know what it's going to be like on the first day of shooting. But I think I lived in her long enough to know who she is and where she is, and hopefully it won't be too difficult to just jump right back in.
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Eisenhower Theater, 2700 F St. NW. 202-467-5600. kennedy-center.org.
Date: Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. (On Dec. 31 at 8 p.m., the concert will air on PBS as a part of the "NEXT at the Kennedy Center" series.)
Prices: $89-$199.
On Dec. 31 at 8 p.m., the concert will air on PBS as a part of the "NEXT at the Kennedy Center" series.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2023/11/27/kennedy-center-cynthia-erivo-drift/
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The Bee Gees' Barry Gibb has written more hit songs than almost anyone
Kennedy Center honoree Barry Gibb has written an estimated 1,000-plus songs. "If we enjoyed something, we wrote it," he says.
By Karen Heller | 2023-11-27
MIAMI BEACH --
Understand that the music was everywhere, icing turntables, electrifying strobe-lit clubs, flooding the radio dial when radio was everything, commanding valuable real estate in our brains, an earworm with an indelible disco beat.
"Saturday Night Fever," the double album including other artists but dominated by the Bee Gees, wasn't merely the soundtrack to that movie with those lush three-part harmonies, all those hit singles: "Stayin' Alive," "How Deep Is Your Love," "Night Fever," "More Than a Woman." It was the soundtrack to the late-1970s, six consecutive No. 1 hits equaling the Beatles' record, five simultaneous songs in the top 10, two years boogieing atop the charts, 25 million copies sold before the decade's close.
The leonine-locked Bee Gees, in second-skin slacks and navel-slashing shirts, became a prime example of the law of celebrity gravity: Anyone that big will be taken down, polyestered casualties in the war on disco. To the brothers, the moment was so personal, sustained and painful that it was referred to as "The Backlash."
This fall, Barry Gibb, 77, sat in his ducal South Florida home sipping microwaved sake from a souvenir coffee mug. "If you have too much success, people are not happy with you," he said without a tinge of sadness, more as a statement of fact. In a lengthy afternoon interview, Gibb was relaxed, candid and prone to humility, possibly due to the Australian aversion to bragging -- the "tall poppy syndrome," which stipulates that anyone too boastful will be sliced down to size.
But respect has a tendency to return with age. Sir Barry since 2018, Gibb is among this year's Kennedy Center Honors recipients, the eldest and last of the English-born, Australian-raised Gibb brothers, the contributor of that haunting falsetto and the principal architect of their singular sound. Twins Maurice and Robin died, respectively, in 2003 and 2012.
It's reductive and wrong to view the Bee Gees in solely a "Fever" state, though the album tends to loom over everything like a massive disco ball. It's even proved lifesaving: "Stayin' Alive" is among the songs whose beats match the rhythm for performing hands-on CPR.

"Saturday Night Fever" cover art; the album was the soundtrack to the late-1970s. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


But disco only encompasses one of the group's iterations. "We were just inclined to work in different styles," Gibb said. The brothers, and Barry in particular, produced three sustained acts of extraordinary musical creativity beginning as teenagers in the early-1960s.
A performer since age 9 who quit school five years later, Gibb seized the cultural moment, becoming one of the most successful songwriters of all time, with 220 million albums in sales, according to Guinness, second only to Paul McCartney.
"We didn't really have a category. If we enjoyed something, we wrote it," Gibb said, whose most recent album, "Greenfields: The Gibb Brothers' Songbook Vol. 1" (2021), features a constellation of country and Americana greats singing with him. His name and artistry are laminated on almost every Bee Gees' gem, including the wrenching "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart," immortalized by Al Green, and "To Love Somebody," covered by Nina Simone, Janis Joplin (at Woodstock) and, well, everyone. "There's a light/ A certain kind of light/ That never shone on me."
An inspired guitarist, Gibb became the master of moving on. "We've got to be able to have success with other artists because that's what the future is for us," he told Maurice and Robin after the "Fever" fallout when they weren't getting radio play. "We couldn't be teenage idols all our lives. That wasn't going to work."

British pop group the Bee Gees in 1978, from left: Robin, Barry and Maurice Gibb. (Lennox Mclendon/AP)


Barry, did you enjoy being a teen idol, selling out venues packed with adoring teenage girls? "Oh, yeah. Are you kidding?" he sighed.
"You're selling golden eggs and you know he's the goose," said Bee Gees producer Albhy Galuten by phone. "It was obvious that he was the leader of the group in about five minutes in terms of his actions and songwriting skills," said album engineer Karl Richardson in a separate phone interview.
Gibb, Galuten and Richardson are credited with creating the "Saturday Night Fever" sound. "He was always courteous, never raised his voice," Richardson said, even when conditions were challenging -- and the French chateau (Elton John's "Honky Chateau") where they began working on "Fever" was "a nightmare," he recalled. "The recording studio was horrible."
As for songwriting, Gibb equates it to "a barrel full of thoughts. I would just jiggle around and look for another title," he said. Melody first, then the beat, finally lyrics tailored to the sound, in that order. "All I had was my imagination. I emptied my mind and allowed it to come in."
It's estimated that Gibb wrote or co-wrote more than 1,000 songs, though he's never kept count. Why bother when you've delivered dozens of golden eggs?
"Grease"? Gibb. "To Love Somebody"? Check. "Guilty"? Guilty. "Islands in the Stream," "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart," "Nights on Broadway," "I Just Want to Be Your Everything," the last for younger brother and teen heartthrob Andy who died in 1988 at age 30. Yes, yes, yes, yes.
"My dream was to get people I admire to sing our songs," Gibb said. He didn't have to ask twice. Gibb displayed a particular talent for writing for women. Name a diva, she came courting: Dionne ("Heartbreaker"), Diana ("Chain Reaction"), Barbra ("Guilty," "Woman in Love"), Dolly ("Islands in the Stream," with Kenny Rogers) and Celine ("Immortality").
Fellow Kennedy Center Honors recipient Dionne Warwick initially balked at "Heartbreaker," which spent five months on the charts. "I didn't feel it was my kind of song. It didn't feel good to me. I was sort of bullied by both Barry and [record producer Clive Davis]. I relented," she said by phone. "He did it very softly, and in a very gentlemanly manner."

Barry Gibb and Barbra Streisand circa 1981 in New York City. (Robin Platzer/Images Press/Getty Images)


Barbra Streisand, famed for her desire for control -- "Usually when I'm recording, I'm 100 percent hands-on," she noted in an email -- surrendered. "The easiest album I've ever made and, to my surprise, it was also one of the most commercially successful ones I've ever had," she wrote. "Guilty" and "Woman in Love" also spent five months on the charts, Gibb responsible for two of her five greatest hits.
"Barry could not only resonate with Barbra but empathize and connect with her," Galuten recalled. "He knew it viscerally. He was an emotional empath. He could intuit what would move singers emotionally." In the studio, "he doesn't like to confront people, but he doesn't give in."
In another regard, it didn't matter who interpreted Gibb's work. "From many of the backing vocals, it's so clearly a Bee Gees song. There's no question who wrote 'Islands in the Stream.' It's cut from that cloth," said engineer John Merchant, who worked with Gibb frequently.
He compared "Fever" to an illustrious work in a museum, akin to the Mona Lisa, and "in that same building are all these other wonderful works of art that you breeze right by them. It distracts from the other work that in some ways is more interesting."

Barry Gibb and his wife, Linda, arrive at the 2017 Grammy Awards ceremony at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. (Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


Gibb sits in the massive house "Fever" bought. It's where he raised five children (four sons, one daughter, like his birth family) with his wife Linda, Miss Edinburgh 1967. They met in the grooviest Sixties London way imaginable at the BBC's "Top of the Pops," where Linda was a presenter. "I was supposed to go on to compete in Miss Scotland, but he happened," she said. Maurice and Robin long lived nearby on the same street, creating a South Florida Gibbsian enclave.
Each room is outsize, ornate, bursting with bibelots. The dining room, punctuated with plastic gating for the dogs, appears unused since the mid-1980s.
Gibb recently broke a toe, hence he hobbles around in socks -- yet he won't use the house elevator. He spends much of his time lounging in his man cavern, the once-formal living room lined with guitars, piled with books, and the adjacent, alleged sun room that admits not a ray of natural light.
The gazillion-dollar Biscayne Bay view, the very reason nascent nabobs dream of someday residing here, is perpetually blocked by drawn papal-red drapes, the easier for Gibb to spend his days watching YouTube music videos.
His office is plastered floor-to-ceiling with framed gold and platinum albums, but he ran out of wall space. There are numerous Grammys, including Grammy Legend and Lifetime Achievement awards, as well as other honors of all sorts, many stacked on the floor. His desk, once owned by Bing Crosby, is crowned with a trio of gladiator masks from the Ridley Scott epic.
"Reminds me of me and my brothers," Gibb said, clad in athleisure wear and a baseball cap. "We had incredible moments mixed with crises, arguments. Just what brothers do." In 1969, the group briefly disbanded when Robin wanted to perform on his own.

Before they became the Bee Gees, 12-year-old Barry, left, and 9-year-old twins Robin and Maurice performed in Australia, where the Gibb family lived when they were growing up. (Jim Fenwick/Newspix/Getty Images)


Barry Gibb grew up in hard circumstances after World War II, the son of a bandleader and a mother who worked multiple jobs. They moved to sunny Australia during the government's postwar immigration drive to increase population. It was there that Gibb and the twins started performing and writing songs.
Hugh Gibb was stingy with praise. "He was non-demonstrative and he was aggressive," Gibb said. "If we did a great show, our father would say 'Great audience.' He would never say to us, 'Great show.' In other words, don't get too used to it."
Gibb can seem uncomfortable about his wealth, even thrifty, the residue of growing up with so little and despite his business savvy and success in controlling the publishing gold mine. "He's led a rather unpublic life for someone this successful," said his eldest son, Stephen, a musician. "He doesn't want to buy into all the hype. I think he worries it will affect his ability to continue."
The brothers' initial success in the United Kingdom was stunning, defying probability and logic, worthy of a biopic. One is in the works with Graham King, who produced "Bohemian Rhapsody" about the band Queen. Gibb wrote a song for the movie, his first in years, while penning a memoir.
Who should play young Barry? Gibb said, "I don't know but he better be pretty."
On this subject there is no debate: Barry was very pretty, the bee's knees of the Bee Gees.

From left: Maurice, Robin and Barry Gibb of the Bee Gees perform on "The Midnight Special." (NBCU Photo Bank/NBCUniversal/Getty Images)


On Feb. 7, 1967, the Gibbs returned to their native England after traveling five weeks by sea from Australia, their home of nine years. The first record Barry heard was the Beatles' 45 "Strawberry Fields Forever" with "Penny Lane" on the B side. Seismic: "I remember thinking, 'Oh, my God, we might as well go back.' How can you compete with that?"
A little more than two weeks later, the Bee Gees met and signed with Robert Stigwood, a showman of the P.T. Barnum variety. They went into the studio the following month. Their first London concert appearance occurred at the end of March. By May, they had their first British hit, "New York Mining Disaster 1941."
In July, the brothers released their first international album, "Bee Gees' 1st." In 1967 and 1968, the group recorded the classics "I've Gotta Get a Message to You," "To Love Somebody," "Words" and "Massachusetts."
"We made three albums in the space of a year," Gibb said. "Once you got momentum, you had to keep going." The hits kept coming. Stigwood was as given to flattery as Hugh Gibb: "After about five hits, I said, 'Have we made it?' And Stigwood said, 'I'll tell you when you have made it.' And he never did."
Gibb deployed his now-famous falsetto on 1975's "Nights on Broadway." Record producer Arif Mardin suggested he try it as "cherry on the cake." Though the tremulous effect was parodied by Jimmy Fallon and Justin Timberlake on "Saturday Night Live" -- a good sport, Gibb joined them once -- singing that high "feels and always felt really powerful," he said.
Said Galuten, "He had so much control with his voice. He could hit anything. He was always in tune. His meter was incredible."
Gibb was capable of composing in the studio, in the dark, on the fly, with kids and cartoons blaring in the background, in a matter of hours and with merely a prompt. The songs for "Saturday Night Fever" were created without seeing a script or reading the original magazine story that served as its basis.
In 1978, Gibb's phone rang. Stigwood needed a song for a movie he was producing, a hit song because that's what Gibb delivers. There's no script. There's barely an idea. In the beginning, there was only the word, and the word was "Grease."
"Well, how do you write a song called 'Grease?'" Gibb recalled. "The only way to do it is as a slogan": Grease is the word/ It's got a groove, it's got a meaning/ Grease is the time, is the place, is the motion/ Grease is the way we are feeling.
He was at home, watching the kids. "I watched my father write that song in real time, pick up a guitar while I'm watching Bugs Bunny," his son, Stephen, recalled. His father wrote it in an afternoon. "It's like he's an antenna. He knows that one frequency where all those things hang out."

The Bee Gees, including Barry, center, Robin, left, and Maurice accept their induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1997 in Cleveland. (Amy Sancetta/AP)


For years, Gibb didn't comprehend how the mid-1970s lean years before their triumph on the dance floor, followed by the backlash to its triumph, would get him to this point: the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1997 with his brothers, and now the Kennedy Center Honors long after they're gone.
"But I've come to terms with that because I don't think you can be successful if you don't fail," he said. You wait it out. The crowds come back. "Greatest night of my life," Gibb said of performing in the 2017 "Legends" slot at the Glastonbury Festival, a 75-minute set in front of more than 100,000 people.
As he told his brothers, "If you're just a group and you make records, you're not going to survive. You'll have your time, and then you're done." Even if you're huge, even if you're the Bee Gees.
"Build a reputation as songwriters," he advised. "And you can live forever if you do that right."

"My dream was to get people I admire to sing our songs," Barry Gibb said. He didn't have to ask twice. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post) 


The Kennedy Center Honors will be broadcast Dec. 27 at 9 p.m. on CBS and stream on Paramount Plus.
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Does firing an NFL coordinator midseason actually help a team?
Looking at data from all in-season NFL coordinator changes since 2010, the results are mixed.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Emily Giambalvo | 2023-11-27

Jack Del Rio was fired as the Commanders' defensive coordinator on Friday, a day after the team's 45-10 loss to the Dallas Cowboys. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Washington Commanders Coach Ron Rivera fired defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio and defensive backs coach Brent Vieselmeyer on Friday, after the team's defensive issues "snowballed," Rivera said, in recent weeks and culminated in a blowout loss to the Dallas Cowboys on Thanksgiving.
Since 2020, when Rivera took over as coach and hired Del Rio, Washington's defense has oscillated between being one of the NFL's finest and one of its worst. This season is on track to be its lowest point yet. Through Friday, the Commanders' defense ranked 29th in yards allowed per game and last in points allowed per game and opponent passer rating.
"If you don't change things, can you expect things to change?" Rivera said.
Rivera will call plays on defense. Richard Rodgers, Washington's senior defensive assistant/safeties coach, will assist with game-planning, and Cristian Garcia, a third-year NFL assistant, will be the interim defensive backs coach.
But what will change in the final five games? How much will the firings impact the play of the defense and the team's results?
The Washington Post examined the in-season coordinator changes in the NFL since 2010 to see what effects they had. Multiple variables were at play for every team -- quarterback, personnel, schedule, injuries and more -- so final records don't tie directly to coordinators and their replacements. But for a team such as Washington, seeking a spark with a midseason firing, the results yield interesting clues.
In general, midseason coordinator changes are rare: Since 2010, 38 teams have had multiple offensive or defensive coordinators during a regular season, according to the website TruMedia's game logs. Some of those changes occurred after head coaches were fired and coordinators were elevated to interim roles, or when interim coaches changed their staffs.
Teams have replaced offensive coordinators during the season about twice as often as they have defensive coordinators. This season, three teams have fired their offensive coordinators -- the Las Vegas Raiders' Mick Lombardi, the Buffalo Bills' Ken Dorsey and the Pittsburgh Steelers' Matt Canada -- and two teams have changed their defensive coordinators. In addition to Del Rio, the Chicago Bears' Alan Williams resigned in September.
But changes on the defensive side appear to have had more of a positive effect, according to some performance metrics.
From 2010 to 2022, just eight teams had multiple defensive coordinators in a season while maintaining the same head coach. In only one instance (the 2012 Philadelphia Eagles) did the team's defense regress significantly in major statistical categories, per TruMedia. For the most part, replacement defensive coordinators helped their units improve. Most teams held opponents to fewer yards per game and allowed fewer points after an in-season change, in addition to tallying a better average defensive expected points added.
But coordinator changes often happened on teams that were already struggling, and marginal progress from one unit did little to boost overall results. Replacements on the eight teams that had midseason defensive coordinator changes had a combined 15-37 record. No team that fired its defensive coordinator during the season since 2010 had a winning record with its replacement coordinator. Two teams -- the 2020 Jets and the 2015 Saints -- were .500 after the firings.
In 2018, Cincinnati Bengals Coach Marvin Lewis fired his defensive coordinator, Teryl Austin, after the unit gave up more than 450 yards per game through a 5-4 start. Lewis took over play-calling duties, and in the final seven games, the Bengals gave up an average of 361 yards. But the team still won just once during that stretch, and Lewis was fired after the season.
Midseason offensive coordinator changes have led to more uneven results. Of the teams that fired offensive coordinators midseason since 2010, only about half showed positive improvements in several major statistical categories.
The 2017 Bengals were among the teams to fare the best. After setting a record as the first NFL team since 1939 to fail to score a touchdown in their opening two home games, Cincinnati fired Ken Zampese as offensive coordinator and named quarterbacks coach Bill Lazor as his replacement. (Zampese is now a senior offensive assistant/game management coach for the Commanders.) The Bengals went 7-7 in their remaining 14 games and saw noticeable improvement in yards per game, scoring and offensive EPA average.
The 2015 St. Louis Rams and 2015 Detroit Lions also fared well after firing their offensive coordinators, improving their average points, EPA and winning percentage.
The 2021 New York Giants took a much different path.
After a 3-7 start, they fired Jason Garrett and named Freddie Kitchens as the interim coordinator and play-caller. The team averaged 86 fewer yards per game, and its scoring dropped by nine points per game. The Giants went 1-6 with Kitchens, and a new coaching staff was brought in after the season.
Rivera was tangentially a part of another failed coordinator swap. When the Carolina Panthers fired him in 2019 and Panthers offensive coordinator Norv Turner was reassigned to another role, Scott Turner took over the offensive play-calling, and Perry Fewell served as interim coach. The Panthers went 0-4 and suffered drops in scoring and EPA.

Former Steelers offensive coordinator Matt Canada, center, talks with quarterback Kenny Pickett and head coach Mike Tomlin during a game against the Green Bay Packers. Canada was fired less than two weeks later. (Matt Freed/AP)


So if most in-season coordinator changes typically provide only marginal improvement, if any improvement at all, why do teams make them?
The reasons vary. In some instances, pressure from ownership may dictate the decisions. In others, the change alone feels necessary to salvage the season.
When the Steelers fired Canada and appointed running backs coach Eddie Faulkner the interim offensive coordinator and Mike Sullivan the primary play-caller, Coach Mike Tomlin said he made the move without discussing it with ownership.
"This is a results-oriented business," he told reporters, "and to be short, the improvements were not rapid enough or consistent enough for us to proceed."
It was the first time since 1941 that the Steelers fired a coordinator in season, according to ESPN.
When the Bills fired Dorsey and named Joe Brady their interim offensive coordinator, Coach Sean McDermott echoed Rivera's sentiment.
"Just felt like it was time for a change," McDermott told reporters. "You know, we need to be a confident offensive football team and find consistent production, and that's really what it came down to."
The burdens the moves place on the players are often overlooked. In Washington, the mere talk of an impending change became a regular storyline this season.
"That's probably one of the biggest distractions that we don't need," running back Brian Robinson Jr. said after Thursday's loss at Dallas. "We're already going through what we're going through. So I feel like it's a distraction to focus on that. We need to focus on what's going to make us a better team and just ... continue working at that."
For some, the skepticism that a coaching change can bring a marked benefit is born of experience.
"Just because you make changes here or there doesn't necessarily impact the result all the time," said receiver Terry McLaurin, who was a rookie in 2019 when Washington fired Coach Jay Gruden after an o-5 start. "I'm not in those types of discussions. But I think even my rookie year when we had some changes, we still had ups and downs."
Rivera has his own experience coaching through in-season changes.
In 2008, after the San Diego Chargers fell to 3-5 to start the season, Norv Turner fired his defensive coordinator and appointed Rivera, his inside linebackers coach, as the replacement. Over the remaining eight games, the Chargers' defense allowed fewer yards and points per game and improved its average defensive EPA. The team went 5-3 over that stretch and clinched the AFC West. Rivera stayed on as coordinator for another two seasons, and in 201o, the Chargers ranked among the league's top five in total yards allowed, rushing yards allowed, passing yards allowed, sacks and opponent third-down conversion rate. Rivera was hired as the Panthers' coach the following season.
It's plausible that Rivera will return to his San Diego roots as he tries to restore Washington's defense. Without getting into many details Friday, he said that more than just the coaching change will be different in Washington over its final five games.
"When I say differently, it'd be from my perspective, the way I do things," he said. "Jack did a great job, and ... I was in line with the things that he did. ... There are some things, too, that I have different opinions on, and those are things that I'm going to do differently."
The changes probably won't stop there; six of the eight teams that fired defensive coordinators during the season since 2010 (and didn't also have an interim coach that season) changed coaches the year after. Commanders owner Josh Harris said he planned to spend much of his first year of ownership observing and analyzing the operations. But nothing is guaranteed beyond this season, and after four mediocre seasons under Rivera's watch, it's likely that sweeping changes -- to the football and business operations -- will arrive in Washington at season's end.
But first, the Commanders' defensive staff must get through the final five games, with a daunting test to start: the Miami Dolphins.
"This is probably the thing that I felt was necessary to do to hopefully get out of this rut and get to a point where we can play to our abilities," Rivera said. " ... We'll come back on Monday and start preparing and getting ready."
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What to know from NFL Week 12: The Eagles' weaknesses are irrelevant
Philadelphia's offense isn't right, but the Eagles are so good it might not matter. Josh Allen is still a unicorn. And the Steelers' offense looked functional.
By Adam Kilgore | 2023-11-27

Jalen Hurts celebrates after scoring the game-winning touchdown in overtime against the Buffalo Bills on Sunday. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images)


The two most exciting plays of Week 12 were field goals. In Houston, Matt Ammendola's game-tying attempt from 58 yards in the final minute hit the dead center of the crossbar, bounced straight up and landed in the end zone. In Philadelphia, Jake Elliott booted one of the best field goals in recent history; it sneaked through the lower-right corner of the uprights and forced overtime. Agony and joy separated by about three yards. Here is what to know.
The Eagles' strengths mask all of their weaknesses. Philadelphia's offense is not right. It seems like a bizarre assertion after an epic 37-34 overtime victory against the Buffalo Bills pushed the Eagles to 10-1, two wins better than any other team in the NFL. But it's true. Consider this: In 21 full possessions between the start of their victory last week over the Kansas City Chiefs and the end of the game against Buffalo, the Eagles gained 14 or fewer yards 14 times and went three-and-out nine times. They are majoring in empty possessions.
On the other seven drives, though, the Eagles scored seven touchdowns. They can hide their struggles -- such as Jalen Hurts's indecision in the intermediate passing game, the miscommunication between Hurts and running back Kenneth Gainwell that led to a brutal fumble or opposing defenses adjusting to the previously unstoppable A.J. Brown -- because their strengths are so extreme. Hurts is a remarkable deep passer, and his power running ability allows the Eagles to finish drives with touchdowns like no other team.
Hurts is not the best player in the NFL and has obvious flaws, but he has a strong case to be considered the most valuable player because he does so much that leads to victory.
The Eagles are experts at overcoming mistakes through sheer talent. Jason Kelce seemed to push the Eagles out of game-tying field goal range when he twice flinched for false starts at the end of regulation. Elliott made it moot with an all-time field goal, a 59-yarder through the wind and rain off wet turf. The Eagles were outgained 505 yards to 378 and committed one more turnover than they forced. But they won because they have championship will and, more crucially, their offense puts the ball in the end zone rather than settling for field goals.
Josh Allen is still a unicorn. It has been an uneven season for Allen and the Bills, who fell to 6-6 after their brutal loss in Philadelphia. They risk missing the playoffs and play in Kansas City coming out of their bye. Still, Allen provided a reminder that should serve as a warning for the rest of the AFC playoff field if the Bills sneak in: When he is playing his best, there is nobody quite like him. There are a handful of better quarterbacks but none with Allen's blend of speed and force as a runner and daring and arm strength as a passer.
On the road, in the rain, against the team with the NFL's best record, Allen carried the Bills. He passed for 339 yards and two touchdowns and ran for another 81 yards and two scores. He moved with caution early this season, but now that crunchtime has arrived, he is playing with abandon and causing nightmares for opponents. The Bills' offense has been elite in the two games since Joe Brady replaced Ken Dorsey as coordinator.
Allen's performance made Coach Sean McDermott's decision at the end of regulation inexcusable. With 20 seconds left and a timeout, McDermott chose to kneel and go to overtime. Yes, there was risk in allowing Philadelphia's vicious pass rush the chance at a strip sack. But there's also risk in giving the Eagles the ball in overtime. Allen is a big play waiting to happen, and choosing to give away a possession is malpractice.
The AFC playoff race is a cluster. While the Eagles are in control of the NFC's bye and three of the conference's divisions have clear favorites, it will take the final six weeks to decide nearly everything about the AFC playoffs.
The Baltimore Ravens regained the top seed with their 20-10 victory over the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday night; that made them the third AFC team to hold it since Thanksgiving. The Miami Dolphins took it with their victory Friday over the New York Jets, and then the Jacksonville Jaguars seized it briefly after their nail-biting win at the Houston Texans on Sunday. The Ravens, Dolphins, Jaguars and Chiefs have three losses apiece, with the Ravens ahead at 9-3 because they have not had their bye, which arrives this week.
It's just as crowded at the bottom of the AFC picture. The Pittsburgh Steelers and Cleveland Browns have wild-card spots at 7-4, but the Browns' grip is tenuous after they lost quarterback Dorian Thompson-Robinson to a concussion and Myles Garrett exited with a shoulder injury in Sunday's loss to the Denver Broncos. The 6-5 Indianapolis Colts -- where did they come from? -- hold the final wild-card spot owing to tiebreakers. The Texans and the Broncos, who have the NFL's longest winning streak at five games, are also 6-5, with the Bills a half-game behind them. Who could have known Broncos at Texans would be one of the most crucial games of Week 13?
Jordan Love might be the Man in Green Bay. Love appeared overwhelmed during early portions of the season, inaccurate with deep passes and unable to generate explosive plays or consistency. The past two weeks have provided season-changing and franchise-shaping promise. In victories over the Chargers and then the Detroit Lions on Thanksgiving, Love has pushed the Packers into the NFC playoff hunt and reestablished a high ceiling as Green Bay's long-term successor to Aaron Rodgers and Brett Favre.
Love played the best game of his career in the Packers' 29-22 upset of the Lions, completing 22 of 32 passes for 268 yards and three touchdowns while adding 39 yards on the ground. His performance was a demonstration of why the Packers traded up to draft him in the first round three years ago. He passed from varying arm angles and threaded throws into tiny spaces. The Packers bet on him because he can make throws other quarterbacks can't, and he's starting to show it.
The timing of Love's emergence makes sense. All of his wide receivers are in their first or second year, and the group is growing together. Love's connection with versatile rookie Jayden Reed is already special. Christian Watson, invisible or injured for the season's first half, finally broke out against the Lions with five catches for 94 yards, including a 53-yard reception on the first snap of the game.
Two straight victories have nudged the Packers to 5-6, right on the edge of the NFC wild-card race. After they face the Chiefs next week, the Packers close with games against the New York Giants, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Carolina Panthers, Minnesota Vikings and Chicago Bears to build a playoff-worthy record.
The Steelers' change at offensive coordinator made an immediate difference. The  Steelers scored just one touchdown in their first game after Coach Mike Tomlin fired offensive coordinator Matt Canada, but their 16-10 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals showed why Tomlin made a rare midseason change. Though they didn't finish drives, the Steelers moved the ball better than they had all season.
They gained a season-high 421 yards, which snapped an unbelievable streak of 58 games gaining fewer than 400. Kenny Pickett passed for a season-best 278 yards, the second-highest total of his career. The biggest difference came in how quarterbacks coach Mike Sullivan, who is leading a collaborative play-calling approach, opened up the Steelers' vertical passing game and more aggressively deployed wideouts Diontae Johnson and George Pickens.
Entering Sunday, Pickett had thrown the ball an average of 7.1 yards past the line of scrimmage per pass, according to Next Gen Stats, which ranked 27th in the NFL. On Sunday, 13 of Pickett's 33 attempts traveled 10 yards past the line, including four deeper than 20 yards and two completions he threw at least 30 yards downfield. The deep passing created space for tight end Pat Freiermuth, who caught nine passes for 120 yards.
The Chiefs' wide receiver problem looks a little better. Kansas City's unsightly loss to the Eagles last week highlighted its thin wide receiving corps. But the issue was never as bad as it seemed, even after Marquez Valdes-Scantling dropped a game-winning touchdown. The only significant personnel loss from last season, when the Chiefs won the Super Bowl, was the departure of JuJu Smith-Schuster in free agency. He had a good season, but replacing him shouldn't be the difference between confetti and disarray.

Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice runs with the ball in Kansas City's game Sunday against the Las Vegas Raiders. (John Locher/AP)


The Chiefs found some answers -- and stability -- in their 31-17 thumping of the Las Vegas Raiders. Patrick Mahomes targeted rookie Rashee Rice more often, and he caught eight passes for 107 yards and a touchdown. Much like Smith-Schuster, Rice provides an underneath target who can help sustain drives. The more the Chiefs work him in, the better off they will be.
The sneakier difference came from a familiar source: Travis Kelce played like Travis Kelce. The Chiefs thrived last year because Kelce was the most powerful pass-catching force in the NFL. This year, he has played well but not like a superstar, which has exposed the Chiefs' lack of high-end talent outside. If Kelce, who caught six passes for 91 yards Sunday, plays to his standard and Rice continues to emerge, that will patch the Chiefs' offensive holes.
The Patriots are in contention for the first draft pick. And they earned their place with an abomination of a football game that followed an embarrassing week. Coach Bill Belichick declined to name a starting quarterback, splitting practice reps between Mac Jones and Bailey Zappe and telling reporters both would be ready to play against the Giants. It was a pitiful attempt at subterfuge, given the players and the stakes: a game matching teams with five combined wins.
Belichick chose Jones, only to bench him at halftime after a horrendous, scoreless performance. Zappe played better than Jones, but he led the Patriots only to one touchdown and a final drive that set up rookie Chad Ryland for a 35-yard field goal to force overtime. Ryland, whom Belichick drafted in the fourth round, hooked the chip shot wide. The Giants won, 10-7. The football-watching public that was spared overtime earned the biggest victory.
The Patriots' weekly succession of nadirs continued with a loss to a 3-8 team against which they entered as four-point favorites. At 2-9, the Patriots have the worst record in the AFC by two games. They have a better record than only the 1-10 Panthers and 2-10 Arizona Cardinals. They are headed for a top-five pick, and it's conceivable they could get the first pick.
With Jones a lost cause, the Patriots may use that pick on one of the highly regarded quarterback prospects. It seems almost certain Belichick will not be the coach who makes the pick or develops the quarterback. It will be a momentous offseason in New England in more ways than one.
We're about to find out who the Cowboys really are. They own the best point differential in the NFL, plus-162, and yet the first 12 weeks of the season have revealed little about their viability as a Super Bowl threat. Dallas annihilated the Washington Commanders, 45-10, on Thanksgiving, but the ritual destruction of a bad team is worthy of a yawn. The Cowboys are 8-1 in games against teams with losing records, winning by an average of 22.1 points.
The Cowboys have played only two games against opponents with winning records, getting blown out against the San Francisco 49ers and losing close to the Eagles. Their chance to prove themselves is here. They host the reeling Seattle Seahawks on Thursday night, an appetizer to the main course over the following four weeks: Eagles, at Bills, at Dolphins, Lions.
The Cowboys have shown they can bully lousy teams, but they have been unable to stand up to the NFC's best. They exited the playoffs with losses to the 49ers the past two seasons. If they can navigate the end of their schedule, it would suggest they have a chance to close the gap.
The Dolphins' Super Bowl hopes took a hit. The Dolphins have slowly morphed from a team built on pyrotechnic offense to one that could also rely on an aggressive, playmaking defense. Miami had positioned itself as a real threat, as long as it could stay healthy.
In the final minutes of their 34-13 demolition of the Jets, though, the Dolphins lost one of their most important players. On the infamous turf at MetLife Stadium, outside linebacker Jaelan Phillips suffered a noncontact Achilles' tendon injury that will sideline him for the rest of the season. Phillips is Miami's best pass rusher off the edge; his pressure helps defensive coordinator Vic Fangio deploy exotic coverages because he doesn't need to blitz to generate pressure.
As impressive as the Dolphins have been, it's doubtful they're good enough to contend in the AFC without one of their best defensive players.
Frank Reich might be one-and-done in Carolina. The Panthers have six weeks to avoid the ultimate debacle: finishing with the worst record in the league, then sending the No. 1 draft pick to another team. Carolina traded its first-round pick to the Chicago Bears to draft Bryce Young at No. 1 this past April. The Panthers are now 1-10, and the coach hired because of his offensive background leads an inept offense with a rookie quarterback he has failed to develop.
Reich has given team owner David Tepper no reason to believe he can rebuild the Panthers or salvage Young. Carolina has scored 15 or fewer points in five straight games, including in Sunday's 17-10 loss at the Tennessee Titans. Reich gave play-calling responsibility to offensive coordinator Thomas Brown, then took it back. Young's line can't protect him, and his receivers can't get open.
Young was thoroughly outplayed Sunday by fellow rookie Will Levis, who was taken 32 picks after him. That's one thing; Levis was widely considered a first-round talent who fell into the early second. What's more troubling is how difficult it is to find a rookie quarterback playing worse than Young. The Giants have won two games in undrafted Tommy DeVito's three starts; fifth-rounder Thompson-Robinson has steadily conducted the contending Browns; and fourth-round pick Aidan O'Connell is passing with precision and decisiveness in Las Vegas. Those are not comprehensive comparisons, but it's an ugly snapshot for the Panthers -- and especially for Reich.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2023/11/27/nfl-week-12-eagles-bills/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_sports-commanders
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