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                                Thailand's Trichat Cheenglab claimed the Ladies European Tour's (LET) money title and Rookie of the Year award on Sunday.
The 28-year-old could only finish in a tie for 55th after a closing 74 at the season-ending Andalucia Costa del Sol Open de Espana at the Real Club de Golf Las Brisas course in Marbella.

But that was enough for her to finish top of the Race to Costa del Sol by less than 100 points ahead of Thai-French Celine Boutier, the reigning Evian Championship winner.

Trichat is the sixth player to win both the LET's Race to Costa del Sol and Rookie of the Year titles in the same season.

Trichat, who won the 2023 Big Green Egg Open in the Netherlands, followed in the footsteps of compatriot Atthaya Thitikul who secured the honours in 2021.

Meanwhile, India's Aditi Ashok got her second LET victory of the season triumphing by two shots at the Andalucia Costa del Sol Open de Espana.

The two-time Olympian had an impressive week where she improved round by round at Real Club de Golf Las Brisas.

After rounds of 69-68-68 on the first three days, Ashok carded an excellent bogey-free 66 on the final day to win with a total of 17-under-par.

Dutch star Anne Van Dam ended the week in second place on 15-under-par after a final round of 68.

"It started out slow. I was missing a lot of birdies for the first six to eight holes," said Ashok. "I hit it close on seven, after that I felt like I still had a chance. Initially, it felt like I was two shots away the whole time. I'm glad it picked up on the back nine.

"It was a great battle. Anne [Van Dam], when she's playing good, she can blow the field away and win by five to 10 shots. I knew I had to not stop making birdies and to keep trying."
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                  Call for policies to curb cheap online goods                

                Thai sellers want measures in place
              

                                E-commerce and retail pioneers have urged the government to impose strict measures to handle the flood of cheap and low-quality products available on online platforms that have affected local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
They also want the government to collect corporate tax on Chinese sellers of those products on the platforms.

According to the General Administration of Customs of China, China's cross-border e-commerce has become a new engine of the country's foreign trade development, with its volume doubling from 1 trillion yuan in 2018 to 2.11 trillion yuan (US$306 billion) in 2022.

Thanawat Malabuppha, honorary president and advisor to the Thai e-Commerce Association, said the Commerce Ministry should take a serious consideration over the influx of Chinese products sold on the online platforms, particularly amid the rise of TikTik Shop.

Indonesia has banned e-commerce transactions on social media platforms, which was seen as affecting the short-video app TikTok, which is focusing on Southeast Asia's biggest economy.

Mr Thanawat expects Temu, an online marketplace based in Boston, Massachusetts, and operated by the Ireland-based Chinese e-commerce company PDD Holdings, to come to Thailand after launching in the Philippines and Malaysia.

He added that the presence of the new marketplace in Thailand could lead to more discounted products in the country. While this might be good for consumers, policymakers should consider whether Thailand should open up to such a level.

He also suggests Thailand should have "an e-commerce licence" for related digital platforms such as Facebook, YouTube and Instagram, similar to the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) licensing regime.

Mr Thanawat said giant e-marketplaces like Shopee and Lazada have tools to gain insights into which products will have strong sales in Thailand and in the region.

Thailand has not given priority to unfair competition and anti-dumping practices, in particular when the giant platforms use marketing subsidisation for discount coupons on the platforms, he added.

Chatchai Tuongratanaphan, vice-president of the Thailand Retailers Association, said he believed that the way foreign goods enter Thailand has changed completely as the vast majority of goods no longer need to rely on Thai intermediaries. Goods from foreign factories can be brought directly to Thai consumers.

"Thailand is a country with free trade, and Thailand has signed free-trade agreements with various countries and trade groups to prevent trade discrimination. Therefore, we cannot issue regulations prohibiting any country from selling goods on online platforms," he said.

Mr Chatchai said that the goods that can be sold must meet the requirements, which are determined by government laws and product listing policies. This reduces the chances that consumers will buy illegal goods or low-quality goods.

However, if they pass through various online platforms that are not registered in Thailand, the problems that are of concern are the issues of quantity and price cutting, as well as the quality of goods in terms of safety, illegal goods, counterfeit goods, and others that directly impact the rights of consumers.

In addition, various online platforms that are not properly registered in Thailand also sell illegal goods, including health and pharmaceutical products that are normally not allowed to be sold on online platforms. This makes consumers unsafe and unprotected.

Mr Chatchai suggests that the makers of foreign goods sold on online market platforms or their importers must be required to be properly registered in Thailand, so they will enter the tax collection system comprehensively. This is to protect the interests of Thai merchants, especially SMEs, as well as to protect the interests of the country. A 15-30% online sales tax will be collected at the point of sale on the platform. The platform owner will be responsible for collecting and submitting it to the Revenue Department.

The challenge of government agencies responsible for supervising the e-commerce is to enforce policies and measures on all platforms on an equal basis to benefit all buyers, said Mr Chatchai.

The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) issued a royal decree on the operation of digital platform services in 2022 to regulate offshore and onshore digital platform services providers and protect consumer interests.

A source in the e-commerce sector who requested anonymity said that Tik Tok has notified ETDA of its business activities.

However, it is noted that Tik Tok Shop's e-commerce operations are conducted from abroad under the status of a 100% foreign-owned company. TikTok does not hold an electronic commerce business licence from the Department of Business Development and has not registered as a direct marketing business with the Office of the Consumer Protection Board.

The source added that there are social media platforms managed from abroad that operate digital platform services in Thailand. These companies should adhere to Thai laws and regulations to ensure equality in business operations among enterprises within the same industry and other industries operating in Thailand.

Chanida Klyphun, head of public policy for TikTok Thailand, said the company plans to register TikTokShop Co in Thailand.

"Next year will be the regulatory year that we will comply with local authorities," said Ms Chanida.

"Our sellers have citizen ID, bank savings or corporate registration in order to sell via our platform," said Ms Chanida.

"We will take down illegal products when we get notification."

TikTok, in collaboration with the Community Development Department, has already promoted 532 One Tambon One Product (Otop) entrepreneurs on its platform in the first phase, to which they provide digital skills along with advertising credits and promotional marketing programmes, empowering them to expand into greater business opportunities and address the challenges of rapidly changing consumer trends.

The initiative has generated over 8.5 million baht in income opportunities, from 380 out of 532 Otops. This first phase of a 3-year partnership follows the signing of a memorandum of understanding in August.

Choocheap Pongchai, deputy director-general of the Community Development Department at the Ministry of Interior, said that this year the Otop market is expected to see growth of 26% and reach 300 billion baht.
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                                The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) has warned the government that the fiscal gap is starting to narrow due to the expansion of the state welfare budget, said secretary-general Danucha Pichayanan.
He said state welfare expenditure had been rising in the recent past. It may be necessary to find control measures, including raising incomes for vulnerable groups to be less dependent on the state welfare card system, as well as increasing the efficiency of tax collection in order to create more fiscal space.

Worawan Plikhamin, deputy secretary-general of the NESDC, summarised the council's article on social budgeting that notes that from 2012 to 2019, the expansion of government revenue was 4% on average, lower than the growth in government expenditure of 7.1%.

Social expenditure increased from 570 billion baht in 2012 to 1 trillion baht in 2023.

The study revealed there are as many as 90 social welfare projects in Thailand, covering infants through to the elderly. Of these, 21 projects were studied by the NESDC, accounting for 93.4% of the total social expenditure budget, which includes both government and non-government budgets.

The NESDC provided policy recommendations for improving the social expenditure budget, which includes promoting social protection financed by co-payments, increasing the efficiency of tax collection, and motivating financial security through retirement saving and investment.

The government is looking at increasing the salaries of civil servants as a study regarding a suitable rate carried out by the Civil Service Commission (OCSC) is expected to be completed by the end of this month.

Mr Danucha noted that this pay increase proposal would not have an impact on the fiscal gap as it is a rise only in the salaries of permanent employees, which are currently still lower than the rates found in the private sector.

After the study is completed, the Budget Bureau and the OCSC will discuss the matter before forwarding it to the cabinet this month, Mr Danucha said.

The NESDC has released Thailand's Social Outlook for this year's third quarter.

The number of employed people stood at 40.1 million, marking a 1.3% increase from the corresponding period last year.

The unemployment rate declined to 0.99% of the country's labour force, or 401,000 unemployed people, which is similar to the pre-pandemic level.

Household debt reached 16.07 trillion baht in the second quarter of 2023, marking a 3.6% year-on-year increase. This debt accounted for 90.6% of the country's GDP.

Household debt in the form of non-performing loans (NPLs) accounted for 2.7% of total outstanding loans.

NPLs of motor loans stood at 1.89% of total car loans while special mention loans, defined as a loan overdue between 30 and 90 days, tallied 14.3% in the second quarter of this year.

Borrowers with special attention required are the early working age group, or the Gen Y-Z groups, whose spending behaviour exhibit a "buy now pay later [BNPL]" pattern, exacerbated by both online and offline marketing.

As of 2022, there are an estimated 360 million people worldwide using BNPL services.

By 2027, it is expected that there will be 900 million BNPL users, an increase of 157%.

In 2021, the BNPL market was valued at US$120 billion.

According to the "Thailand Buy Now Pay Later Market Report 2022", the BNPL market was valued at 55-65 billion baht.

Even though 96% of people in the country who use BNPL services have not defaulted on their debt repayments, it is likely to lead to household debt problems in the future.

More than half of millennials with a monthly income of less than 15,000 baht are likely to use BNPL services.

In Thailand, jewellery and clothing are the items most likely to be purchased using BNPL.
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                                If countries, including Thailand, want to achieve net-zero targets, they cannot rely completely on renewable energy to produce electricity and fuel economic activities.
They need what Chaiwat Kovavisarach, group chief executive of energy conglomerate Bangchak Corporation, calls "clean molecules", which should be used in tandem with "green electrons", a term which refers to electricity generated by renewables such as sunlight, wind, water and biomass.

The term clean molecules was coined by energy experts to focus on a group of clean fuels, including biofuel for cars and aircraft, and e-fuels.

"Green electrons are a good choice, but they alone cannot serve the global energy demand. We need clean molecules to help us attain net-zero goals," said Mr Chaiwat.

Thailand announced in 2021 at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow that it would be more aggressive in addressing climate change, striving to reach a net-zero target -- a balance between greenhouse gas emissions and absorption -- by 2065.

Mr Chaiwat suggested a path toward the 2065 deadline by using clean molecules during the 13th Greenovative Forum entitled "Regenerative Fuels: Sustainable Mobility", an annual seminar held by Bangchak Group.

In a 15-minute presentation, Mr Chaiwat clarified total energy usage worldwide and described the whole concept of clean molecules for almost 300 participants and roughly 2,700 people viewing the event online.

His keynote speech ended with a visual note, sketched during the seminar to help participants visualise key aspects of his messages.

HUGE CONSUMPTION

All countries are driven by a huge amount of energy which still largely comes from fossil fuels despite stronger legal measures and campaigns to reduce carbon dioxide emissions through greater use of renewable energy.

Green electrons, or electricity generated from renewable energy sources, must represent 27% of the global energy supply if the net-zero target is set in 2050, said Mr Chaiwat, citing the International Energy Agency.

The remainder comprises gaseous and liquid fuels, some of which could be generated by clean molecules.

It is highly unlikely that the world could depend heavily on green electrons when global energy demand is taken into consideration.

"The world consumes up to 1.7 exajoules a day. The amount is so huge that it equals the fuel that would be required by an Airbus A320 flying around the world 350,000 times," said Mr Chaiwat.

"In other words, this level of energy usage would be equal to us travelling between the earth and the moon 37,000 times."

To serve this huge level of consumption, up to 80% of energy needs to come from fossil fuels, with the remaining 20% made up of renewables, biomass and nuclear energy.

This volume of fossil fuel can be calculated in relation to oil, which would amount to 220 million barrels a day.

"With the world population currently standing at 8 billion, it means each person requires 4.4 litres of oil per day, which is greater than the daily water consumption requirement of two litres," said Mr Chaiwat.

Oil still plays a key role in the transport sector, although the battery-powered car market is growing rapidly.

"With one kilogramme of oil, a car can run for 15 kilometres, but with a battery weighing one kg, a car runs for less than one km," he said.

"If a battery-powered car wants to run for 15 km, its battery must weigh 20 kg."

CLEAN MOLECULES

The development of clean molecules must be promoted as it could be one solution to the huge demand for energy and support global campaigns to curb carbon dioxide emissions, said Mr Chaiwat.

"One type of fuel based on clean molecules is currently sold at Bangchak petrol stations," he said, referring to ethanol, which is mixed with gasoline to make gasohol. This forms part of the efforts to decrease dependence on fossil fuels.

Bangchak is also building a factory to produce sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) using used cooking oil near its oil refinery in Bangkok's Phra Khanong district.

SAF can replace jet fuel because their properties are similar, while the former has a smaller carbon footprint.

This type of biofuel, which can be made from used cooking oil and agricultural waste, produces up to 80% fewer greenhouse gas emissions than conventional jet fuel, according to media reports citing various forecasts.

"SAF production also goes in line with Thailand's BCG scheme," said Mr Chaiwat.

Declared as a national agenda item, bio-, circular and green (BCG) economic development encourages manufacturers to adopt technology to add value to their products and minimise unpleasant effects on the environment.

Making SAF with used cooking oil comes under the bioeconomy concept while upcycling it to make a new type of oil is based on the circular economy, he said, adding that using SAF to reduce carbon dioxide emissions precisely conforms with the concept of green economy.

During the forum, Mr Chaiwat also mentioned electrofuels, also known as e-fuels, which are also a promising source of clean molecules.

One e-fuel development is to use electricity made from renewable energy to separate hydrogen from water in a process called electrolysis. Hydrogen will then bond with carbon captured from carbon dioxide found in the air.

"The final product is hydrocarbon in a liquid form that can be used to fuel cars," said Mr Chaiwat.

Another type of e-fuel is "green ammonia". Using renewable energy and the same process of electrolysis to separate hydrogen from water to capture nitrogen from the air, developers are able to produce green ammonia.

The shipping of ammonia is safe and less expensive than the transport of hydrogen. Because ammonia consists of hydrogen, users can separate the hydrogen to use it as a fuel.

"These technologies can change the world and can help the world deal with global energy demand," said Mr Chaiwat.
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                                Exports for the remaining two months of the year are expected to continue to expand, possibly resulting in a smaller contraction for the whole year than anticipated, according to the Commerce Ministry.
Permanent commerce secretary Keerati Rushchano said on Monday the performance of exports during November and December is likely to maintain growth, leading to the contraction for the whole year narrowing to roughly 1%, much lower than the rate of contraction recorded during the first 10 months.

Nonetheless, he admitted that attaining positive export growth for 2023 would be challenging, despite extensive efforts that have already been made, especially in collaboration with the private sector to tap into new markets and address trade-related issues which resulted in a sustained improvement in export recovery.

According to Mr Keerati, the Commerce Ministry, led by Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, initiated "Quick Win" plans to drive exports in the final quarter this year.

The plan encompasses 73 activities conducted both domestically and internationally, with an anticipated impact of boosting exports by over 12.4 billion baht.

Key activities include online business talks, participation in international trade shows, organising delegations to visit international exhibitions, such as Automechanika in Dubai, the American Film Market in the US, Anuga and Medica in Germany, along with promoting top Thai products on popular e-commerce platforms, including Shopee in Malaysia and Rakuten in Japan.

On Monday, the Commerce Ministry reported exports increased for a third straight month in October, up by 8% to US$23.5 billion, while imports increased by 10.2% to $24.4 billion, resulting in a trade deficit of $832 million.

Exports from the real sector (excluding gold, oil-related products, and weaponry) grew by 5.4% year-on-year in October.

For the first 10 months, Thai exports decreased by 2.7% to roughly $237 billion while imports decreased by 4.6% to $243 billion, resulting in a trade deficit of $6.66 billion.

"The increase in October's exports was propelled by a rebound in global demand. Positive signals were observed across various key products, including computers, plastic pellets, rubber products, animal food, furniture and components. This growth was supported by the gradual recovery of demand during the year-end festive season," said Mr Keerati.

"The global average inflation rate started to decrease, although interest rates remained persistently high. There were indications that stringent financial control measures, particularly in the US, were nearing conclusion.

"Concurrently, China's extensive stimulus measures began to show results, leading to a recovery in consumption and investment figures within China. The Israel-Hamas situation remained contained, with no significant impact on overall exports," he said.

Exports of agricultural and agro-industrial products expanded by 9.3% year-on-year in October to $3.94 billion, led by rice (+37.7%), cassava products (+4.8%), fresh, chilled, frozen and dried fruits (+44.6%), dog and cat food (+5.5%), animal and vegetable fats and oils (+20%), fresh, chilled and frozen chicken (+9.6%), sauces and preparations (+29.4%), and canned and processed vegetables (+19.4%).

Industrial product exports bounced back to 5.4% growth in October to $18.3 billion after shrinking by 0.3% in September.

Products with a significant decline included automobiles, equipment and parts (+9%), gems and jewellery, excluding gold (+8.7%), telephone equipment and parts (+15.1%), semiconductors, transistors and diodes (+27.3%), and electrical transformers and parts (+38.5%).

Chaichan Chareonsuk, chairman of the Thai National Shippers' Council, said the collaboration between the government and the private sector has had a noticeable impact on exports, resulting in consecutive positive performances for the past three months.

The private sector is confident that this positive trend will continue for the remaining two months and improve into the next year.

The council forecast the export performance for the fourth quarter will be positive, possibly reaching up to 7%, offsetting the negative balance for the entire year to about 1%.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2693474/year-end-exports-set-to-maintain-growth



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  The long road to recovery for Thai terror survivor                

                Having been trapped in a burning building when Hamas struck on Oct 7,  Wanchai Monsena knows he is lucky to still be alive
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Wanchai Monsena is seen in a hospital bed while being treated for severe burns at the Sheba Medical Center in Israel. Hamas terrorists set him alight on Oct 7.]
                                              
                          Wanchai Monsena is seen in a hospital bed while being treated for severe burns at the Sheba Medical Center in Israel. Hamas terrorists set him alight on Oct 7.                        

                                          

                  

                                Hamas? What you do comes back at you. It's Karma.
Wanchai Monsena, 44, speaks only Thai. The Israeli medical staff love him, but it's hard to communicate.

Hamas terrorists tried to burn him alive in their Oct 7 attack on Israel.

Thirty-nine Thai citizens were brutally murdered by Hamas that day, 19 wounded, and 30 kidnapped.

"He's a real strong person. Silent. Humble and brave. Doesn't complain, peace-loving. But he's suffered a lot," says Prof Josef Haik, MD, MPH, Plastic Surgeon, Active Director of the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and director of the Burns Center at Sheba Medical Center in Israel.

"He will be allowed to go home only after full rehabilitation, not a moment before! Like the Thai patient who arrived before him. Came with burns, walked out on his own two feet".

For Mr Wanchai, it will take a little longer because he has 50% burns.  His feet underwent intensive treatment, including two surgeries.

Mr Wanchai's first days in hospital were very tough. He was in critical condition. Doctors had to reduce the blood pressure in his legs despite the burns so that his heart kept beating.

He's in pain. Bandages fix his legs in a way designed to prevent his Achilles tendon from shortening, which will save time in rehabilitation. There is now also a fresh wound from a skin graft to treat his severe burns.

Prof Haik is experienced in burns treatment, having worked with rescue teams in Europe and Africa.

He knows how to shorten the healing process as much as possible, "but each body has its own timeframe, as does each soul", he says.

"By the book", Mr Wanchai has at least 150 more days in bed before he can be transferred to a rehabilitation centre to learn how to walk again. He has to get used to pressure bandages and accessories to replace his missing toes.

I ask him, "What are your plans for the future?" He's not sure:  "First, get well and start walking. Afterwards, we'll see."

The death dilemma

Saturday, Oct 7, started like any other day.

Mr Wanchai woke up in his flat near the Ego packaging factory in potato fields. The employees' quarters are close to the packing house, about 2-3km from nearby villages. The 15-20 workers live on site.

Mr Wanchai lived downstairs together with the field workers, picking potatoes, sweet potatoes, and carrots.

"There were rockets as usual," the chilling story begins.

"At 10am, a group of 10-20 terrorists arrived, all Hamas members disguised as IDF soldiers. I hid with friends in the kitchen. Then we debated what to do. Some said that it was not a good idea to run to the orange plantation.

"We didn't think the terrorists would come back. News on social media showed there was an intrusion, but we didn't understand the wider scope of the events that day.

"I went into my room and listened to music. My friends, about 14 of them, sat outside. At 2 or 3pm, many more terrorists arrived in cars. Suddenly, I see that the room is on fire, everything around me is burning.

"I didn't know what to do. If I went outside, Hamas terrorists would murder me. If I stayed, I would die from the smoke that choked me and the fire that burned me. In the end, I went outside. No one was there anymore."

Mr Wanchai would later learn that some of his friends had been murdered, and two were kidnapped.

"I was standing outside and didn't know where to run. Finally, I hid between chilli pepper bushes we grow nearby.

"I sat covered in the bushes and waited. I heard voices, but I didn't come out of hiding. I didn't know if they were Israeli soldiers or the terrorists."

That night, after returning to the quarters to look for a first aid bag, Mr Wanchai heard a helicopter. He spotted a flashlight in the building and sent an SOS signal to the pilot.

The helicopter circled above a few times before finally leaving the area. It turned out that the pilot did not know whether it was a victim signalling or a terrorist trap.

On the ground, Mr Wanchai felt a sense of losing hope.

He knew his time was running out. "I dragged myself to the road", his expression contorted with the memory of the pain. "Slowly, as much as I could." It was 200-300 metres, but on burnt feet, it felt as if he was running a thousand marathons. It wasn't until the next afternoon that Israeli soldiers rescued and escorted him to Soroka Medical Center in Beer Sheva. Later, he was transferred to Sheba Medical Center.

The distance of mourning

As Mr Wanchai's wounds heal, Israel continues to identify the dead, murdered by Hamas terrorists. Ten dead from Nepal, and more were killed from Sri Lanka and the Philippines.

Some 39 Thai victims have been identified, alongside 30 abductees. The dead were flown back to Thailand with dual state ceremonies -- on their departure from Israel and on arrival in Thailand -- book-ending the journey.

Israel's Ambassador to Thailand, Orna Sagiv, acknowledged every one of the victims in Thailand as she lay a wreath on each coffin.

Somkuan Pansa-ard's body was returned to his village Ban Nong Wong Thai in Kalasin province. He was 39 years old and had worked in a banana plantation near the border with Gaza for just three months prior to the horror of that day.

Somkuan served in the Thai army and then worked as a taxi driver in Thailand. He was the family's sole breadwinner and came to work in Israel to support his family.

In the house, mirrors were covered. A Buddhist custom similar to Jewish mourning.

Khraboan Pansa-ard, his father, says, "This is the greatest loss of my life. I have never been this devastated before."

Noopar Pansa-ard, his mother, says Somkuan told her on the phone:  "Mom, If something happens to me, please stay strong."

She answered: "My heart will shatter if you don't return", pleading with him to come back home.

In Nakhon Phanom, the home of abducted Thai worker Natthaporn On-Kaew, the family awaits his return.

Hawatchai On-Kaew, Natthaporn's father, is almost in tears.

"I can't do anything. We have had no news for quite a while. It's hard on my heart. I'm deeply sad that my son was abducted."

Thongkoon On-Kaew, Natthaporn's mother, wishes for her son to return safely: "I can't wait anymore. Give me back my child. Bring my son home."

The Thai government is conducting negotiations with Hamas to release its abducted citizens, in addition to Israel's effort to release all those kidnapped. About 240 people were kidnapped that day by Hamas. Among them, 30 Thai citizens. More are still missing.

The Thai Labour Ministry sent 35 DNA samples taken from families in Thailand to help identify their missing loved ones among the unidentified bodies.

When Mr Wanchai updates his family on his condition. He cries only when he talks about his parents and wipes the tears from his eyes with burnt fingers. He passes them the news in small doses so as not to break their hearts.

Mr Wanchai hasn't had the chance to visit home since arriving in Israel four years ago.

He is a young, new grandfather.

The grandson

Mr Wanchai had only seen his eight-month-old grandson during video calls and would only call his 10-year-old daughter after she returned from school so as not to bother her studies.

When Mr Wanchai woke up after surgery following the attack, he found that all his belongings had been burned that day.

Soon, visitors came showing love and bringing gifts, but this morning, after surgery, he remained alone. Bandaged from head to toe in a large, sterile room.

His smile occasionally turns to tears before he quickly smiles again.

Why did he come to Israel?

"I wanted to rest, get to work quietly. I worked nine years in Sweden, for three months each year during harvest season, until I got tired. I knew nothing about Israel.

Mr Wanchai's village is about 85km away from Nong Khai. A real paradise.  his wife lives there in a small stone house, raising their daughter and grandson born to his 20-year-old elder son. His son and his wife went to work on a chicken farm in another district and had to leave their son with his grandmother.

Ran Ezer is the East Asia correspondent of the Yedioth Ahronoth Daily newspaper and Channel 12 TV NEWS Israel.
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                  Ministry set to revise commerce laws                

                Move aims to raise competitiveness
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                                The Commerce Ministry looks set to revise more than 40 commerce-related laws, with the aim of creating greater convenience for the public, farmers and entrepreneurs as well as improving the country's competitiveness.
According to Keerati Rushchano, permanent secretary for commerce, in line with Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's policy, Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai has instructed all agencies within the Commerce Ministry to proceed with amending the laws under the ministry's responsibility.

Mr Keerati would serve as the chairman of a law amendment committee to facilitate business operations. The objective is to facilitate convenience for the public and the private sector in conducting business and various other activities. It also aims to improve the efficiency of government officials and employees.

The plan will be divided into two phases, covering laws at the level of acts and secondary-level laws.

In the first phase, or the "Quick Win" plan, Mr Keerati said for laws that are acts, four of a total of 28 versions require urgent amendment comprising the Copyright Act; the Geographical Indication (GI) Act; the Thai National Shippers' Council Act and the Export and Import of Goods Act.

As for secondary-level laws such as ministerial regulations, ministerial l announcements and departmental announcements, Mr Keerati said they could also be amended within 100 days, specifically those that benefit the public. The goal is to amend and improve 31 versions within 100 days (Quick Win). The remaining laws will gradually be amended within 6-18 months.

Mr Keerati said the Commerce Ministry is scheduled to complete amendments of the Copyright Act; the Geographical Indication (GI) Act; the Thai National Shippers' Council Act and the Export and Import of Goods Act, by Dec 31, as a New Year's gift to the public.

In planned amendments of the Copyright Act, for example, the protection of performers' rights would be upgraded to cover sound recordings.

Currently, protection only covers live performances.

The new amendment will provide comprehensive protection for sound recordings, promoting soft power, a key policy of the government.

It also aligns with the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and is in accordance with the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement, which stipulates that members must become members of the WPPT, and Thailand is in the process of preparing for membership.

In addition to the planned commerce-related law amendments, Mr Keerati said the Commerce Ministry would also concurrently organise public hearings and discussions with all stakeholders to gather additional input for necessary amendments to laws or related regulations.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2693469/ministry-set-to-revise-commerce-laws



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Resistance to longer opening hours                

                Tourism operators in Pattaya unimpressed
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                                Pattaya's tourism operators are against the proposal to extend the opening time of entertainment venues until 4am to include establishments located on the beachfront road as it would cause more trouble with residents in the neighbourhood and potentially further deteriorate the area's reputation in relation to the sex industry.
From Dec 15, the government will allow entertainment venues to open until 4am, starting with four tourism destinations -- Bangkok, Phuket, Pattaya and Chiang Mai.

The permitted zone in Pattaya should be restricted only to Walking Street as this area has typically been the area that attract visitors looking to enjoy the nightlife scene in Pattaya, said Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, the newly-elected president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation (ACTF).

He said that if the late opening hours were applied to operators on the Pattaya's Beach Road, it would definitely affect tourists and residents from hotels and condos located nearby.

Those venues might violate the rules and end up opening until early morning, as some of them usually open beyond permitted hours at the moment.

Mr Thanet said not every tourist wanted to visit Pattaya for nightlife entertainment or visit the red-light district, and Pattaya has not been attracting many partygoers as in the past when this segment accounted for almost 80%.

He said many beer bars located in central Pattaya closed during the Covid-19 pandemic. The number of active operators in this kind of business were fewer now as new segments, such as families, continue to grow.

Mr Thanet said tour operators from Russia had raised concerns about the reputation of the sex industry in Pattaya, as their clients were mostly in the family segment and were seeking other forms of leisure activities that were not linked with nightlife.

Similar feedback had been received from the Taiwanese market, which has been granted a visa exemption, as they feel more comfortable visiting other destinations rather than Pattaya.

"Tourism operators should be prepared for changes. Of course, there are still those who seek nightlife entertainment when choosing Pattaya as their destination, but this group is much smaller and would gradually become even smaller," said Mr Thanet.

He said ACTF would organise a tourism workshop to set the direction of Pattaya tourism with the goal of pivoting from the city's negative image linked to the sex industry to segments offering great potential, such as health and wellness.

"Such an image has hampered opportunities to attract investors from high-quality segments. Wellness hotels and resorts or health institutions tend to prioritise Phuket if they want to expand their businesses," said Mr Thanet.

He added that tourism operators in central Pattaya are also losing out to those based in Na Jomtien in terms of attracting high-spending travellers.

Geographically, hotels along Jomtien beach already have advantages as they are located on the beach, unlike central Pattaya which has the beachfront road area.

The rise of branded five-star properties in Na Jomtien subdistrict, many of which can sell rooms at the same or even higher rates than luxury hotels in Phuket, illustrates how the tourism market in Chon Buri has transformed over the past few years.

Mr Thanet said tourism operators should adapt to the new trend, which could help them maximise revenue per head instead of relying on numbers, particularly when U-tapao International Airport is unable to attract as many direct flights as it should do.

He said many airlines said fuel prices at this airport are more expensive than other airports in Thailand, prompting them to choose Bangkok or Phuket over Pattaya when planning flights.

Moreover, he said local low-cost airlines which still have limited fleets since the pandemic should consider other routes which have more opportunities, as tourists who choose Pattaya would normally combine their trips with Bangkok or other provinces and prefer to use airports in Bangkok.
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                                The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), in collaboration with the Royal Thai Police, has begun aggressively trying to trace 41,398 phone numbers reported as under suspicion of being used in relation to an offence or by mule SIM cards.
The two agencies will also try to track any fraud carried out since March 17 when the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression came into effect.

The latest move follows the government's policy of handling fraudulent acts in many forms, particularly those conducted via mobile traffic.

According to Pol Gen Nathathorn Prousoontorn, an NBTC commissioner who is responsible for legal issues, the NBTC office in collaboration with the Royal Thai Police has conducted an investigation and coordinated information requests with mobile service providers to seek call data records of those SIM owners and locations where calls were made, as well as tracing payment information.

The Technology Crime Investigation Office sent the NBTC office a list of phone numbers which were reported via the police online showing that 41,398 numbers were responsible for defrauding members of the public.

Of these numbers, 11,219 numbers were used for sending fraudulent short messages while 30,179 numbers were used as mule SIM cards.

The new Royal Decree is making life more difficult for scammers who now try to deceive people by using increasingly sophisticated tricks.

The law has given victims, banks, and the authorities more options in terms of trying to combat online scams and other illegal online activities.

It allows victims of online scams to immediately file for the suspension of a mule account that has been set up using their stolen identity via 15 banks' hotline numbers and to file a scam complaint with police stations, either physically or online.

The law additionally gives banks the authority to temporarily suspend a suspected mule account and for the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technology to investigate illicit transactions. The law also outlines the punishment of cybercriminals.

The law sentences those who open an account, electronic card, or electronic wallet for illegal use and those who let others use their SIM card for any illegal purpose to 2-5 years imprisonment and/or a 200,000-500,000 baht fine.

In parallel, Pol Gen Nathathorn added that the NBTC is set to impose new regulations by early next year that will require all people who registered for more than five active SIM cards to re-register or verify those SIM cards through the systems of mobile operators' service centres.

The draft of the new regulations will be discussed in focus groups before passing to be approved by the NBTC board by December.

People who hold more than five SIM cards will have to re-register or verify their SIM cards at the operators' service centre within 60 days after the regulation is effective, or their SIM cards will be deactivated.

People who fail to re-register within the first 30 days after enforcement of the regulation will only be able to receive calls but will not be able to make outgoing calls.

According to an NBTC report in September, there were 94.65 million active SIM cards used in the country, held by a total of 64.8 million people.

There were 64.5 million people who held between one and five SIM cards, or a combined 85.1 million SIM cards.

There were 286,148 people holding between six and 100 SIM cards, or a combined 3.33 million SIM cards. There were 7,664 people who each held more than 100 SIM cards, or a combined 6.1 million SIM cards for this group.
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                  DSI to expand pork probe                

                              

                                The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) will expand its investigation to find the "key figures" responsible for the smuggling of pork through the nation's main cargo port between 2020 and 2022, said DSI director-general Suriya Singhakamol on Monday.
The expanded crackdown comes after the discovery of 161 cargo containers filled with over 4.5 tonnes of undeclared pork at Laem Chabang Port back in April. The smuggled pig meat, estimated to be worth about 225 million baht, was seized by authorities in July.

An initial investigation launched after the seizure found 2,385 containers of pork, worth about three billion baht, had been smuggled into the country since 2020.

Pol Maj Suriya said following the order from Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin to quickly get to the bottom of the case, DSI has so far arrested 10 employees of shipping companies involved in the racket.

DSI has also asked the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to begin legal proceedings against suspects who are state officials, he added.

The department will now expand its probe to identify the key figures behind the smuggling network, Pol Maj Suriya said, adding they will be charged once investigators have solid evidence against them.

About 10 business figures are believed to be involved in the network with the aid of state officials, he added.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2693539/dsi-to-expand-pork-probe



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        The long road to recovery for Thai terror survivor
        Hamas? What you do comes back at you. It's Karma.

      

      
        Border trade to get boost
        The leaders of Thailand and Malaysia have agreed to enhance relations and cooperation across various aspects, including border trade and tourism.

      

      
        Phuket launches 'crime-free' initiative
        Phuket is kicking off a scheme that authorities say will help ensure the safety of international tourists during this high season.

      

      
        Pheu Thai accused of 'stalling' to keep power
        Former red-shirt leader Jatuporn Prompan accused the Pheu Thai Party of stalling the push for constitutional amendments, saying the ruling party is deliberately dragging its feet to prolong its stay in power.

      

      
        Thai, Malaysian PMs discuss trade, tourism at new border checkpoint
        The Thai and Malaysian prime ministers on Monday agreed to facilitate bilateral border trade and tourism through the new, bigger Sadao border checkpoint in the Thai province of Songkhla.

      

      
        Police guarantee Paeng Nanod's safety, if he surrenders
        The national police chief has called on fugitive Chawalit Thongduang, alias Sia Paeng Nanode, to surrender and has guaranteed his safety, as the huge manhunt for the prison escapee continues in thick forest near the southern border.

      

      
        Disfigured Chinese also begged in Malaysia, Singapore
        Chinese beggars with facial and body disfigurations recently arrested in Bangkok were not working for a Thai boss and had previously solicited money in Malaysia and Singapore, according to the Immigration Bureau.

      

      
        Three more Thais released by Hamas
        Three more Thai nationals have been released by Hamas, raising the number of Thai hostages freed from captivity to 17, the Foreign Ministry announced on Monday.

      

      
        Shooting probe unearths macabre student gang
        At first glance, it looked like the Klong Toey shooting on Oct 11 was a revenge attack between technical students who study at rival vocational colleges but when the police team of the Metropolitan Police Bureau dug deep, they found the shooter and his partner were part of a crime syndicate comprised of at least 84 members.

      

      
        Crying out for a crisis
        Is Thailand's economy in a crisis? The question has been echoed on every economic forum, TV debate and economic discussion on social media the past few weeks as politicians and analysts bicker over the necessity of the Pheu Thai Party's proposed 10,000-baht digital wallet scheme.

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  The long road to recovery for Thai terror survivor                

                Having been trapped in a burning building when Hamas struck on Oct 7,  Wanchai Monsena knows he is lucky to still be alive
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                                Hamas? What you do comes back at you. It's Karma.
Wanchai Monsena, 44, speaks only Thai. The Israeli medical staff love him, but it's hard to communicate.

Hamas terrorists tried to burn him alive in their Oct 7 attack on Israel.

Thirty-nine Thai citizens were brutally murdered by Hamas that day, 19 wounded, and 30 kidnapped.

"He's a real strong person. Silent. Humble and brave. Doesn't complain, peace-loving. But he's suffered a lot," says Prof Josef Haik, MD, MPH, Plastic Surgeon, Active Director of the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and director of the Burns Center at Sheba Medical Center in Israel.

"He will be allowed to go home only after full rehabilitation, not a moment before! Like the Thai patient who arrived before him. Came with burns, walked out on his own two feet".

For Mr Wanchai, it will take a little longer because he has 50% burns.  His feet underwent intensive treatment, including two surgeries.

Mr Wanchai's first days in hospital were very tough. He was in critical condition. Doctors had to reduce the blood pressure in his legs despite the burns so that his heart kept beating.

He's in pain. Bandages fix his legs in a way designed to prevent his Achilles tendon from shortening, which will save time in rehabilitation. There is now also a fresh wound from a skin graft to treat his severe burns.

Prof Haik is experienced in burns treatment, having worked with rescue teams in Europe and Africa.

He knows how to shorten the healing process as much as possible, "but each body has its own timeframe, as does each soul", he says.

"By the book", Mr Wanchai has at least 150 more days in bed before he can be transferred to a rehabilitation centre to learn how to walk again. He has to get used to pressure bandages and accessories to replace his missing toes.

I ask him, "What are your plans for the future?" He's not sure:  "First, get well and start walking. Afterwards, we'll see."

The death dilemma

Saturday, Oct 7, started like any other day.

Mr Wanchai woke up in his flat near the Ego packaging factory in potato fields. The employees' quarters are close to the packing house, about 2-3km from nearby villages. The 15-20 workers live on site.

Mr Wanchai lived downstairs together with the field workers, picking potatoes, sweet potatoes, and carrots.

"There were rockets as usual," the chilling story begins.

"At 10am, a group of 10-20 terrorists arrived, all Hamas members disguised as IDF soldiers. I hid with friends in the kitchen. Then we debated what to do. Some said that it was not a good idea to run to the orange plantation.

"We didn't think the terrorists would come back. News on social media showed there was an intrusion, but we didn't understand the wider scope of the events that day.

"I went into my room and listened to music. My friends, about 14 of them, sat outside. At 2 or 3pm, many more terrorists arrived in cars. Suddenly, I see that the room is on fire, everything around me is burning.

"I didn't know what to do. If I went outside, Hamas terrorists would murder me. If I stayed, I would die from the smoke that choked me and the fire that burned me. In the end, I went outside. No one was there anymore."

Mr Wanchai would later learn that some of his friends had been murdered, and two were kidnapped.

"I was standing outside and didn't know where to run. Finally, I hid between chilli pepper bushes we grow nearby.

"I sat covered in the bushes and waited. I heard voices, but I didn't come out of hiding. I didn't know if they were Israeli soldiers or the terrorists."

That night, after returning to the quarters to look for a first aid bag, Mr Wanchai heard a helicopter. He spotted a flashlight in the building and sent an SOS signal to the pilot.

The helicopter circled above a few times before finally leaving the area. It turned out that the pilot did not know whether it was a victim signalling or a terrorist trap.

On the ground, Mr Wanchai felt a sense of losing hope.

He knew his time was running out. "I dragged myself to the road", his expression contorted with the memory of the pain. "Slowly, as much as I could." It was 200-300 metres, but on burnt feet, it felt as if he was running a thousand marathons. It wasn't until the next afternoon that Israeli soldiers rescued and escorted him to Soroka Medical Center in Beer Sheva. Later, he was transferred to Sheba Medical Center.

The distance of mourning

As Mr Wanchai's wounds heal, Israel continues to identify the dead, murdered by Hamas terrorists. Ten dead from Nepal, and more were killed from Sri Lanka and the Philippines.

Some 39 Thai victims have been identified, alongside 30 abductees. The dead were flown back to Thailand with dual state ceremonies -- on their departure from Israel and on arrival in Thailand -- book-ending the journey.

Israel's Ambassador to Thailand, Orna Sagiv, acknowledged every one of the victims in Thailand as she lay a wreath on each coffin.

Somkuan Pansa-ard's body was returned to his village Ban Nong Wong Thai in Kalasin province. He was 39 years old and had worked in a banana plantation near the border with Gaza for just three months prior to the horror of that day.

Somkuan served in the Thai army and then worked as a taxi driver in Thailand. He was the family's sole breadwinner and came to work in Israel to support his family.

In the house, mirrors were covered. A Buddhist custom similar to Jewish mourning.

Khraboan Pansa-ard, his father, says, "This is the greatest loss of my life. I have never been this devastated before."

Noopar Pansa-ard, his mother, says Somkuan told her on the phone:  "Mom, If something happens to me, please stay strong."

She answered: "My heart will shatter if you don't return", pleading with him to come back home.

In Nakhon Phanom, the home of abducted Thai worker Natthaporn On-Kaew, the family awaits his return.

Hawatchai On-Kaew, Natthaporn's father, is almost in tears.

"I can't do anything. We have had no news for quite a while. It's hard on my heart. I'm deeply sad that my son was abducted."

Thongkoon On-Kaew, Natthaporn's mother, wishes for her son to return safely: "I can't wait anymore. Give me back my child. Bring my son home."

The Thai government is conducting negotiations with Hamas to release its abducted citizens, in addition to Israel's effort to release all those kidnapped. About 240 people were kidnapped that day by Hamas. Among them, 30 Thai citizens. More are still missing.

The Thai Labour Ministry sent 35 DNA samples taken from families in Thailand to help identify their missing loved ones among the unidentified bodies.

When Mr Wanchai updates his family on his condition. He cries only when he talks about his parents and wipes the tears from his eyes with burnt fingers. He passes them the news in small doses so as not to break their hearts.

Mr Wanchai hasn't had the chance to visit home since arriving in Israel four years ago.

He is a young, new grandfather.

The grandson

Mr Wanchai had only seen his eight-month-old grandson during video calls and would only call his 10-year-old daughter after she returned from school so as not to bother her studies.

When Mr Wanchai woke up after surgery following the attack, he found that all his belongings had been burned that day.

Soon, visitors came showing love and bringing gifts, but this morning, after surgery, he remained alone. Bandaged from head to toe in a large, sterile room.

His smile occasionally turns to tears before he quickly smiles again.

Why did he come to Israel?

"I wanted to rest, get to work quietly. I worked nine years in Sweden, for three months each year during harvest season, until I got tired. I knew nothing about Israel.

Mr Wanchai's village is about 85km away from Nong Khai. A real paradise.  his wife lives there in a small stone house, raising their daughter and grandson born to his 20-year-old elder son. His son and his wife went to work on a chicken farm in another district and had to leave their son with his grandmother.

Ran Ezer is the East Asia correspondent of the Yedioth Ahronoth Daily newspaper and Channel 12 TV NEWS Israel.
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                  Border trade to get boost                

                Srettha, Anwar vow to strengthen ties
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                                The leaders of Thailand and Malaysia have agreed to enhance relations and cooperation across various aspects, including border trade and tourism.
The agreement to deepen ties and tighten cooperation was reached as Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and his Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim met on Monday for a working visit at the new Sadao customs checkpoint in Songkhla.

The meeting was a follow-up to Mr Srettha's visit to Malaysia on Oct 11, with joint border development being the main focus of the talks.

The attendees included Tourism and Sports Minister Sudawan Wangsupakitkosol, Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit, and Malaysia's Minister of Works Alexander Nanta Linggi and Minister of Tourism Tiong King Sing.

Both sides expressed willingness to advance their cooperation, especially in joint border development, with Mr Srettha proposing a set of proposals to bolster trade and investments.

The Thai prime minister asked Malaysia to host the Joint Trade Commission meeting at the commerce minister level to resolve existing problems and pursue cooperation. He urged Malaysia to expedite the Memorandum of Understanding on Cross-Border Transport of Goods. He also encouraged closer cooperation between local chambers of commerce to facilitate joint action plans to increase trade volume, tourism and border development.

On tourism development and cooperation, Thailand agreed to temporarily exempt Malaysian tourists from filling TM 6 immigration clearance forms at the Sadao checkpoint from Nov 1 to April 30, 2024, to facilitate the travel of Malaysian tourists.

On agriculture, the Thai government said it also plans to set up a department under the Industry Ministry to promote Thailand's halal food products.

Both agreed to resolve wildlife smuggling across the border with a draft agreement to fight wildlife trade to be reviewed in February next year.

To promote the movement of goods and people, both sides agreed to push ahead with a road project connecting Sadao checkpoint with the Bukit Kayu Hitam checkpoint and a bridge project linking Narathiwat's Sungai Kolok to Kelantan's Rantau Panjang.

Following the meeting, Mr Srettha wrote on X, formerly Twitter, that both nations agreed to increase bilateral trade to US$30 million (1 billion baht) by 2025. He said the setting up of a One Stop Service CIQ at the busy Sadao checkpoint would mark the first step, and completing the road and bridge projects would boost trade and tourism.

In the 2023 fiscal year, the checkpoint collected 7.69 billion baht in revenue and registered trade volumes of 428.9 billion baht. The number of people passing through from Oct 1 last year to Sept 30 this year was 5,358,270, with 656,401 trucks.

In related news, Mr Srettha on Monday signed an order setting up the "The Peace Dialogue Panel" headed by Chatchai Bangchuad, a deputy secretary-general of the National Security Council (NSC), to drive the peace process.

The panel members comprise the secretary-general of the Southern Border Provinces Administration Centre (SBPAC) and representatives from the Foreign Ministry, the Justice Ministry, the National Security Council and the Internal Security Operations Command's Region 4.
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                                Phuket is kicking off a scheme that authorities say will help ensure the safety of international tourists during this high season.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on Monday between those involved in the initiative, called the Phuket Crime Free scheme.

The MoU has brought together key players, including, at the government level, the provincial administration, provincial police, tourism police, immigration office, and the provincial land department office. Among the private sector representatives who signed the MoU were the Phuket Chamber of Commerce, Phuket Tourist Association, Phuket Real Estate Association, and the southern chapter of the Thai Hotels Association.

Pol Col Thanet Sukchai, superintendent of Phuket Immigration Police, said that in the current high season, Phuket is welcoming more than 200,000 visitors monthly.

He said when numbers get so large, it amplifies concerns about crime rates and illegal activities, especially drug offences.

The Phuket Crime Free scheme primarily focuses on securing tourist accommodation, encompassing hotels, guesthouses, condominiums, rental houses, and various residential setups. It aims to construct a comprehensive database of these establishments and their guests to ensure crime and narcotics-free environments that prioritise the safety of tourists.

Pol Col Thanet said the initiative aligns with Phuket's aspiration to establish itself as a premier global destination.

He said the extensive networking formed through this certification process promotes sustainable crime prevention and enhances the overall safety and security of the region.

Pol Col Thanet emphasised the importance of this collaboration in addressing loopholes that certain crime syndicates exploit by utilising Thai accommodations as operating bases.

For example, the recent termination of the TM.6 immigration card collection has resulted in a void of vital information regarding expatriates' residency during their travels in the country, especially noticeable during peak tourist seasons.
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                  Pheu Thai accused of 'stalling' to keep power                

                Party owes position to charter: Jatuporn
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                                Former red-shirt leader Jatuporn Prompan accused the Pheu Thai Party of stalling the push for constitutional amendments, saying the ruling party is deliberately dragging its feet to prolong its stay in power.
During a livestream on Facebook, Mr Jatuporn blasted the party for "lacking enthusiasm" in the charter amendment process.

He said Pheu Thai wants to delay the charter amendment process because the current constitution allowed the party to form a ruling coalition and get its candidate, Srettha Thavisin, named the nation's prime minister.

The co-leader of the Kana Lomruam Prachachon ("Melting Pot Group") said if the government were truly serious about rewriting the constitution, various issues relating to the amendment process would have been cleared by now.

"The question is whether or not Pheu Thai really needs to amend the charter now because the charter's contentious clauses, including the one which empowers the senate to co-elect the prime minister, will expire in May next year anyway," he said.

"The amendment is a game [to them]. If they were serious about it, it would have been successfully implemented because senators will support the push, and the opposition is unlikely to obstruct," he said.

According to Mr Jatuporn, as the charter amendment requires support from one-third of the Senate and 20% of the opposition camp, the referendum is not as complicated as it appears to be.

He asked the public to watch out for political changes when the Senate's term expires in May next year, as it would take place around the same time as crucial deliberations on issues such as constitutional amendment, examination of the budget bill and the digital wallet scheme.

When asked about the amnesty bill sponsored by the Move Forward Party, he said the proposal was divisive.

Some were sceptical that it would benefit those convicted of lese majeste, while others feared it would only benefit those affiliated with jailed former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Move Forward Party list-MP Rangsiman Rome on Monday defended the bill, saying political amnesty is needed to ensure justice for those who were persecuted for expressing their political views.

He insisted that the amnesty bill was not intended to benefit any particular group of protesters and that those who meet the criteria set out in the bill would be granted amnesty, including red-shirt protesters.

In a related development, Senator Wanchai Sornsiri on Monday disagreed with the government's plan to seek a ruling from the Constitutional Court on the new charter rewrite bid.

He said the court had already ruled if a new charter was to be drafted, so a referendum must be held to ask the people if they agreed.

He added if the government did not want to hold a referendum, it could choose to amend the charter section by section.
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                                The Thai and Malaysian prime ministers on Monday agreed to facilitate bilateral border trade and tourism through the new, bigger Sadao border checkpoint in the Thai province of Songkhla.
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and his Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim met at the customs office of the new Sadao border checkpoint on Monday.

According to Government House, both sides agreed to speed up their road access to the new Sadao checkpoint on the Thai side of the border to increase cross-border trade and travel. The old Sadao checkpoint is small and cannot be expanded. 

On the Malaysian side, the new Sadao checkpoint will be connected by road to the Bukit Kayu Hitam checkpoint in Malaysia's Kedah state.

Both sides also agreed to form joint task forces to coordinate border trade, tourism, and agricultural and security affairs.

Mr Srettha asked Malaysia to host a Joint Trade Commission meeting for their commerce ministers to discuss solutions to bilateral trade obstacles. He also asked the neighbouring country's government to quickly work out a memorandum of understanding on cross-border transport of goods to facilitate the operation of the new Sadao checkpoint.

Mr Settha then asked Mr Anwar to support cooperation between the Thai and Malaysian chambers of commerce near the border so that they can jointly promote trade, tourism and development in border areas.

The Thai side pointed out that Thai visitors to Malaysia still lacked adequate access to public transport on the Malaysian side of the border.

Mr Srettha also asked Malaysia to support his government's plan to establish a Halal department.

On security, both sides agreed to coordinate efforts to tackle wildlife trafficking along their border.

The Thai and Malaysian prime ministers also promised to speed up their sections of the second Sungai Kolok bridge planned to link Sungai Kolok district of Narathiwat and the Malaysian town of Rantau Panjang.

After their meeting, Mr Srettha said he intended to promote border trade with Malaysia, with a targeted value of bilateral trade reaching US$30 million a year in 2025. He hoped that Thai and Malaysian road access to the new Sadao border checkpoint would be completed in 2025.



	Related: Call for end to border red tape 
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                  Police guarantee Paeng Nanod's safety, if he surrenders                

                No guarantee if he resists arrest
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                                The national police chief has called on fugitive Chawalit Thongduang, alias Sia Paeng Nanode, to surrender and has guaranteed his safety, as the huge manhunt for the prison escapee continues in thick forest near the southern border.
However, he said, he could not guarantee his safety if he remained a hunted fugitive.

Chaowalit, 37 escaped from his Nakhon Si Thammarat hospital bed on Oct 22 after being taken there from the provincial prison for dental treatment, and has since run rings around his pursuers.

He was serving time at Nakhon Si Thammarat Prison. He was sentenced to 20 years and six months in jail last year by Phatthalung Court for attempted murders in connection with an armed attack on police during an attempted abduction on Sept 2, 2019 in Phatthalung province.

He was tracked heading south and a massive manhunt mounted for his capture.  Authorities believe Chaowalit is hiding in the heavily forested Banthad mountain range in Phatthalung province, discounting speculation he had crossed into Malaysia.

Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol, he police chief, said on Monday he had information that Chaowalit had come down from the mountain - the date and time and the people who helped him.

Chaowalit has posted videos addressing the police. From the background seen in the clips, including a barbed wire fence, the police chief said the escapee might be hiding somewhere along the border.

In the videos, Chaowalit made allegations against police officers and public prosecutors, saying he was treated unfairly.

Pol Gen Torsak said he had ordered the police inspector-general's office to investigate. If the allegations were found to have grounds, those officials would face both disciplinary and criminal action.

He said the escapee himself had not contacted police offering to surrender, as some reports suggested.  Only his relatives had done that.

If Chaowalit did surrender peacefully, he, as the police chief, would guarantee his safety and there would not be an extrajudicial killing. However, if there was fighting while police were trying to recapture him, police at the scene would act at their discretion, Pol Gen Torsak said.

Directing his remarks directly at Chaowalit, Pol Gen Torsak said if he chose to remain a fugitive, he would be running for the rest of his life. He should surrender and tell the authorities about the injustice he claimed to have suffered, he added.

Pol Lt Gen Ithipol Atchariyapradit, an assistant national police chief, said he believed Chaowalit was still inside the country. It was not possible that he had fled by boat to Indonesia, and if Chaowalit fled to Malaysia he would not be able to stay there since he is not a Muslim, he said.

"I believe he is still hiding on a mountain inside the country, with help from some people. No matter what, police will continue their efforts for his recapture," he said.

Pol Maj Suriya Singhakamol, director-general of the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), said Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong had ordered a fact-finding investigation into the allegations Chaowalit made in the videos.

The fugtive claimed he was denied justice, saying the only person given a prison sentence even though there were many other suspects in the case.

If Chaowalit's allegations were found to have grounds, the DSI might be assigned to take up the case for re-investigation, he said.

Attorney-general's spokesman Prayuth Phetkhun said Chaowalit had mentioned two prosecutors in his videos as having treated him unjustly. Attorney-general Amnat Jetcharoenrat ordered Sirisak Pojanasit, director-general of the Region 9 Prosecution Office, to investigate.

Mr Sirisak initially reported back that "Lersak", one of the prosecutors mentioned by Chaowalit, was not involved as the crime occurred in Phatthalung province in 2019. At that time, Mr Lersak was working in Bangkok's Min Buri district. He also denied knowing either the other prosecutor or Chaowalit.

On Chaowalit's claim that of the suspects in the case, only he was indicted by prosecutors while six others were not, Mr Prayuth said the Office of the Attorney General had ordered an investigation to establish whether the indictment decision was correct or not, and whether there were grounds for the indictment to be reconsidered.

The investigation result was expected next week, he said.
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                      [image: An immigration officer with profiles of the six disfigured Chinese beggars arrested in Bangkok recently, at the Immigration Bureau on Monday. (Screenshot)]
                                              
                          An immigration officer with profiles of the six disfigured Chinese beggars arrested in Bangkok recently, at the Immigration Bureau on Monday. (Screenshot)                        

                                          

                  

                                Chinese beggars with facial and body disfigurations recently arrested in Bangkok were not working for a Thai boss and had previously solicited money in Malaysia and Singapore, according to the Immigration Bureau.
Pol Maj Gen Panthana Nutchanart, deputy commissioner, said on Monday that some of the six beggars knew each other. They denied they were trafficked by a gang, and told police they worked for themselves and used public transport while in Thailand.

He said they were aged 28-41 years and could earn more than 10,000 baht a day in tourist-crowded areas in Bangkok. They had Thai interpreters but there was no evidence Thais gained any other benefits from their activities.

The Immigration Bureau had learned some of them had also begged in Malaysia and Singapore.

They were arrested between Nov 11 and 20, and all had already been deported, he said.

The six, four women and two men, all said the scars on their faces and bodies were from burns incurred as children in China. Immigration security camera footage confirmed they were already disfigured when they arrived arrived in the country.

They usually begged at footbridges and near shopping centres - especially in the Asok, Lumpini and Silom areas. They exchanged their takings for yuan and deposited the money in their accounts, registered in China.

Some of them had begged in their homeland and decided to try their luck in Thailand after friends told them they could earned substantially more here.

Others said they had arrived for a tour but ran out of money. One said he begged while waiting for a new Chinese passport to replace the one he reported lost.

Pol Maj Gen Panthana said the bureau had recently also arrested seven Jordanian adults and 16 minors at hotels on Nana Road, after complaints they had been pestering tourists for money, accosting them while they were shopping or withdrawing cash from ATMs.

All of them had arrived as tourists. They were detained pending deportation.
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                                Three more Thai nationals have been released by Hamas, raising the number of Thai hostages freed from captivity to 17, the Foreign Ministry announced on Monday.
The three - Wichian Temthong, Surin Kesungnoen and Pornsawan Pinakalo - have been admitted to hospital in Israel for health examination.

They were among 17 hostages released on Sunday. The 14 others were Israeli nationals.

Embassy staff visited them at the hospital and provided assistance. It was arranged for them to call their families back in Thailand.

The Foreign Ministry statement congratulated the families and thanked all who have been involved in negotiations for their release.

The government would continue to do its best to get the 15 other Thais believed still held hostage released as soon as possible.

The 17 Thais who have been freed so far would be repatriated to Thailand as soon as they complete the initial compensation process in Israel, the ministry said.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin posted the following message on X (Twitter) on Monday: "Congratulations. As of Nov 26 at 8.36pm (local time) the three Thai hostages had arrived at Kerem Shalom checkpoint.

"From an initial physical examination, they were in good health and none needed emergency medical treatment. All could talk and walk normally."

Thai ambassador to Israel Pannabha Chandraramya said the director of the Israeli prime minister's office, Yossi Shelly, on Sunday paid a visit to the Thais who were earlier released, at Shamir Medical Centre.

Mr Shelly congratulated them on arriving safely back in Israel. He said the Israeli government would give assistance and medical care to them all and thanked them for having contributed greatly to the farming sector of Israel.

Foreign Minister Panpree Bahiddha-Nukara and Gen Songwit Noonpackee, chief of the Thai defence forces, will leave for Israel on Monday night to bring home the released hostages.

Deputy Foreign Minister Jakkapong Sangmanee said they were expected to return a few days later with the released Thais on a commercial flight. The Ministry of Labour would coordinate with the Israeli government on the matter of compensation.

Mr Jakkapong said there were good signs that more hostages would be freed by Hamas.
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                  Shooting probe unearths macabre student gang                

                CRIME TRACK: Investigation reveals school rivalry is being used as a guise to hide criminal syndicates' activities
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                                At first glance, it looked like the Klong Toey shooting on Oct 11 was a revenge attack between technical students who study at rival vocational colleges but when the police team of the Metropolitan Police Bureau dug deep, they found the shooter and his partner were part of a crime syndicate comprised of at least 84 members.
"It was organised crime. We believe about 10 people were involved. They have teams to plan, monitor students from the rival school, survey the area, help them escape, give legal advice and even finance their crimes," Pol Maj Gen Theeradej Thamsuthee, commander of the MPB's Investigation Division, told the Bangkok Post in an exclusive interview.

Pol Maj Gen Theeradej is leading the investigation into the incident near the Sacred Heart Convent School on Sunthon Kosa Road, where two men opened fire on a group of students amid an argument.

One shot missed the intended target and struck Sirada Sinprasert, a 45-year-old teacher queuing up to use a bank's ATM on Sunthon Kosa Road.

Sirada, who taught at the school, died at the scene, while Thanasorn Hongsawat, 19, the target, was severely wounded and died later in hospital.

According to Pol Maj Gen Theeradej, the gang's activities extend beyond just inter-school rivalry as it also trains young students or former students to be killers.

"At least 84 people were identified as being members of the network. Police are considering who to arrest, and will target the network's financiers," said Pol Maj Gen Theeradej.

Officers specialising in drug-related crime are also helping to track down the financial sources behind the network.

After reviewing footage from more than 1,000 CCTV cameras in the vicinity, the two suspects were spotted lifting their motorcycle onto a cargo van before it was driven to another location.

The bike was later spotted in another part of the country having been repainted from red to blue.

Police received reports that the repainting occurred in an abandoned area of bushland on the outskirts of Ayutthaya's Bang Sai district following the discovery of discarded blue and red spray paint canisters.

Pol Maj Gen Theeradej instructed his team to review old cases of shootings between the two technical colleges which led them to send a team to a house that a group of technical college students rented in Wong Sawang Soi 19 in Bangkok's Pracha Chuen area.

After putting the soi under surveillance, officers spotted the cargo van, along with a sedan and other motorcycles belonging to the suspected killers and were able to identify a further five suspects they believed were involved.

Armed with arrest warrants, police raided six locations, including the house in Wong Sawang 19, an apartment in Bangkok's Rong Muang area, and houses in Pathum Thani and Nonthaburi, two weeks after the shooting.

In total, police rounded up eight individuals, all aged 20-23 years old. Some had records of involvement in other shootings, including the death of a vocational student of Uthenthawai killed near the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences building of Chulalongkorn University in January this year.

[image: ]
Theeradej: Hunting gang's financiers



Another one was linked to a shooting spree at the wedding of an alumna of Uthenthawai in Bangkok in August last year which left one dead and four injured. All denied any involvement,

"They gave us the same answer that 'They don't know. They were not involved' and kept their mouths shut," he said.

The shooter and the motorcycle rider are still at large.

Pol Maj Gen Theeradej said his team found the rented house in Wong Sawang Soi 19 was a base for the gang. Police called it a "safe house" where senior students brainwashed juniors into killing students from rival schools.

"The training had levels starting from basic to advanced including learning how to track targets," added Pol Maj Gen Theeradej.

Police also found a picture of a Pathumwan student shot dead in April which "They used to stimulate hate and revenge".

Line group chat logs in which gang members congratulated the killers were confiscated during a police raid, along with uniforms, the cargo van, memory cards, two "ping-pong" explosives, and mobile phones.

Officers also discovered a .38 handgun bullet case inside the van, but no gun.

The rider is also believed to be of a higher rank because it was he who ordered the shooter to fire more shots at victims, he said.

"The gang even has its own ranks and uses symbols to show their position. We found several of the suspects had brandings made by metal gears on their bodies. One had four such scars on his arm which we believe represents the top rank," he said.

"This is no longer just fighting between rival institutions, but a crime organisation comprised of both former and current students," he said.

Pol Maj Gen Theeradej says further arrests will follow and the gang and its donors will be brought to justice.
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Contact Crime Track: crimetrack@bangkokpost.co.th
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                  Crying out for a crisis                

                In order to legally borrow 500 billion baht for the digital wallet handout, the government has to show the economy is in a state of emergency
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                                Is Thailand's economy in a crisis? The question has been echoed on every economic forum, TV debate and economic discussion on social media the past few weeks as politicians and analysts bicker over the necessity of the Pheu Thai Party's proposed 10,000-baht digital wallet scheme.
The government says the economy is in crisis to justify its 500-billion-baht handout, funded via a loan act.

However, the large loan bill is likely to face legal challenges as the government is required to prove this project is in response to an emergency, according to Section 53 of the State Fiscal and Financial Responsibility Act, which sets out limits for emergency funding.

The economy posted GDP growth of only 1.5% in the third quarter, while the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) downgraded its forecast for 2023 growth to 2.5% from 3.2% predicted in the first quarter.
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Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin announces details of the digital wallet scheme at Government House on Nov 10. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)



The administration is citing these GDP figures as evidence of a crisis, while Move Forward Party deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun said there is more nuance to the economy, with exports sagging this year, possibly contracting by 2%, yet private consumption could grow by 7%.


The rationale for the digital wallet project is to stimulate domestic consumption, but critics point out this might not be the right tool to remedy current economic conditions and could limit options if the country has to face a real crisis.

The burden of 500 billion baht in debt would create financial risk and may require the government to raise funds for essential purposes, as occurred during the pandemic.

NO CRISIS HERE

Aat Pisanwanich, international economics analyst and senior consultant at International Research Consultant, said 1.5% growth in the third quarter does not signify a crisis, though manufacturing did slump based on weak exports.

Thailand's economy grew at its slowest pace in almost a year, while Vietnam grew at 5.3% for the period, the Philippines at 4% and Malaysia 3%.

People may consider the situation a crisis based on a sales contraction in some industries year-on-year, such as steel and sectors related to trade with China, he said.

"Yet in summary, third-quarter growth of 1.5% is not a crisis because the currency is not slumping, nor is the stock market or other asset prices devalued, as occurred during the Tom Yum Kung crisis in 1998, which resulted in a contraction of 8%," said Mr Aat.
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He said the current economic problems are not caused by a drop in demand, which has increased in line with an improving economic outlook.


Therefore, stimulating consumption through a digital wallet handout by borrowing 500 billion baht may not be an appropriate choice, said Mr Aat.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said four consecutive quarters of negative GDP, leading to significant increases in unemployment, is considered a crisis.

For example, in 2020 Thai GDP fell by 6.1% and unemployment surged to 2% compared with 1% a year earlier, which constituted a crisis, he said.

"There are multiple negative factors that have weakened economic growth, from the pandemic impact to climate change and a couple wars. However, this does not mean the Thai economy is in a state of a crisis," said Mr Thanavath.

"Metaphorically, it's like the Thai economy is in the intensive care unit, but it's not deceased yet."

Sanan Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said based on the NESDC's GDP forecast, the chamber believes Thailand is on the path to economic recovery.

"Though GDP for the third quarter was lower than expected, it remains in positive territory. It is not appropriate to say the Thai economy is in a crisis," Mr Sanan said.

"We will have to wait for the Council of State to interpret the Thai economic condition, as this will have a direct impact on the government's decision-making."

The chamber sees the digital wallet scheme as one tool to stimulate the economy, but feels it should be targeted at vulnerable groups, he said.

TOUGH ROAD AHEAD

Nattaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research), said the third-quarter GDP figure was much lower than the centre's estimate of 2.4%.

To achieve the NESDC's growth target of 2.5% this year, fourth-quarter GDP needs to expand by nearly 4%, while tourism has to grow by double digits year-on-year, she told the Bangkok Post.

K-Research lowered its outlook for Thai economic expansion this year to 2.5-2.6%, down from 3%, said Ms Nattaporn.

The think tank maintained its forecast for export growth year-on-year in the fourth quarter, while tourism remains the key driver for the economy.
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While tourist arrivals remain robust, spending per person is not as high as expected, while the Chinese market has been weaker than projected, she said.


Thailand has welcomed 23 million foreigners for the year-to-date, with 27.6 million projected for 2023, according to K-Research.

Wikij Tirawannarat, senior vice-president of Bualuang Securities, said the third-quarter GDP reflected slow growth in other Asian economies, which makes the Thai export outlook bleak.

"The major problem with the Thai economy is a lack of government spending. Government budget disbursement has been pretty weak to date," said Mr Wikij.

"We are waiting to see the government's actions in stimulating budget disbursement."

POINT OF VIEW MATTERS

Whether the Thai economy is in crisis depends on the angle it is viewed from, according to the Federation of Thai SMEs, which believes the economy cannot be broadly defined at this moment.

Sangchai Theerakulwanich, president of the federation, said economic crisis is relative based on the comparison.

"If we ask low-income earners, they may say the Thai economy is at a critical level. But when we ask the middle class, they may say the economic status is okay," he said.

The GDP growth projection of 2.5% for this year is reasonable for the country, but compared with higher growth rates in neighbouring countries, it is a concern, said Mr Sangchai.

Viewing Thai economic conditions from the point of view of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), he said the country faces a serious economic problem.

The nation has around 3.2 million non-performing loans, including those held by SMEs that were once categorised as good debtors, while household debt is 90.6% of GDP.

The Federation of Thai Industries reported earlier more than 12,000 SMEs are at risk of succumbing to overwhelming levels of debt worth 61 billion baht.

RIPPLE EFFECT

"This is a financial crisis that urgently needs a cure from the government," according to the federation.

"SMEs are the backbone of the Thai economy," said Mr Sangchai, as they represent around 99% of total Thai entrepreneurs and generate 71% of employment in Thailand.

If SMEs cannot survive, their businesses will shutter, causing a ripple effect in the economy, he said.

Very small SMEs, which make up 85% of total SMEs, are a real concern because they often earn only 15,000 baht a month, which is very low if they operate in cities, said Mr Sangchai.

A closer look at SMEs' burdens and revenue reveals a clearer picture of big economic troubles, he said.

"We have to look into the real-life situations of these entrepreneurs, not make decisions based on forecasts or a list of economic indicators," said Mr Sangchai.

MORE APPLICABLE SOLUTIONS

Mr Aat, the economics consultant, said if the government wants to stimulate consumption, it would be better to target low-income earners, which number around 6 million households, estimated to cost the government 200 billion baht.

He said the government should focus more on the supply side, meaning production, to stimulate the economy.

Production costs in both the agricultural and industrial sectors are high because of soaring energy prices, particularly oil and electricity.

The government is providing assistance by giving each rice farmer 1,000 baht per rai and reducing fertiliser costs, helping to reduce production expenses.

Adoption of high-yielding modern rice varieties would improve productivity and farmer income, said Mr Aat.

The Thai agricultural sector needs to adjust to global market preferences to enhance competitiveness, he said.

Upgrading the country's manufacturing sector can be done through the fiscal budget, allocating specific outlays to improve industrial competitiveness among the ministries, said Mr Aat.

ATTRACTING INVESTMENT

Another stimulus option that does not require fiscal budget is attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) by providing tax and investment incentives, he said.

However, Mr Aat said the government needs to clearly define the country's strategic direction to attract FDI, such as becoming a regional hub for natural rubber production with low emissions, or the goal of establishing the "Kitchen of the World" initiative.

Mr Sanan said the Thai chamber believes SMEs are struggling now and the government should urgently provide them with stimulus funds, while also issuing measures to help resolve SMEs' and citizens' debt problems.

This will create opportunities for SMEs to access capital in a systematic manner, helping them to recover, especially in the service sector, he said.

Regarding the daily minimum wage hike, Mr Sanan said with the slowing economy and businesses in a state of recovery, the minimum wage should be adjusted in line with the economic conditions in each area. This should be achieved primarily through the mechanism of the tripartite wage committee in each province, he said.

In addition, employment should be promoted according to skills to increase income for workers, while also improving labour productivity, said Mr Sanan.

Dhanawat Suthumpun, managing director of Microsoft Thailand, said the economy is not in crisis as the tourism sector continues to rebound, while government policy to drive segments with high growth potential, such as electric vehicles, are off and running.

However, more work needs to be done to accelerate economic growth, such as making travel more convenient, he said.

In the technology sector, artificial intelligence is projected to increase employee productivity without hiring more workers, said Mr Dhanawat.

This should provide a positive impact for businesses even if the economic outlook is unfavourable, he said.
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                  Call for policies to curb cheap online goods                

                Thai sellers want measures in place
              

                                E-commerce and retail pioneers have urged the government to impose strict measures to handle the flood of cheap and low-quality products available on online platforms that have affected local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
They also want the government to collect corporate tax on Chinese sellers of those products on the platforms.

According to the General Administration of Customs of China, China's cross-border e-commerce has become a new engine of the country's foreign trade development, with its volume doubling from 1 trillion yuan in 2018 to 2.11 trillion yuan (US$306 billion) in 2022.

Thanawat Malabuppha, honorary president and advisor to the Thai e-Commerce Association, said the Commerce Ministry should take a serious consideration over the influx of Chinese products sold on the online platforms, particularly amid the rise of TikTik Shop.

Indonesia has banned e-commerce transactions on social media platforms, which was seen as affecting the short-video app TikTok, which is focusing on Southeast Asia's biggest economy.

Mr Thanawat expects Temu, an online marketplace based in Boston, Massachusetts, and operated by the Ireland-based Chinese e-commerce company PDD Holdings, to come to Thailand after launching in the Philippines and Malaysia.

He added that the presence of the new marketplace in Thailand could lead to more discounted products in the country. While this might be good for consumers, policymakers should consider whether Thailand should open up to such a level.

He also suggests Thailand should have "an e-commerce licence" for related digital platforms such as Facebook, YouTube and Instagram, similar to the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) licensing regime.

Mr Thanawat said giant e-marketplaces like Shopee and Lazada have tools to gain insights into which products will have strong sales in Thailand and in the region.

Thailand has not given priority to unfair competition and anti-dumping practices, in particular when the giant platforms use marketing subsidisation for discount coupons on the platforms, he added.

Chatchai Tuongratanaphan, vice-president of the Thailand Retailers Association, said he believed that the way foreign goods enter Thailand has changed completely as the vast majority of goods no longer need to rely on Thai intermediaries. Goods from foreign factories can be brought directly to Thai consumers.

"Thailand is a country with free trade, and Thailand has signed free-trade agreements with various countries and trade groups to prevent trade discrimination. Therefore, we cannot issue regulations prohibiting any country from selling goods on online platforms," he said.

Mr Chatchai said that the goods that can be sold must meet the requirements, which are determined by government laws and product listing policies. This reduces the chances that consumers will buy illegal goods or low-quality goods.

However, if they pass through various online platforms that are not registered in Thailand, the problems that are of concern are the issues of quantity and price cutting, as well as the quality of goods in terms of safety, illegal goods, counterfeit goods, and others that directly impact the rights of consumers.

In addition, various online platforms that are not properly registered in Thailand also sell illegal goods, including health and pharmaceutical products that are normally not allowed to be sold on online platforms. This makes consumers unsafe and unprotected.

Mr Chatchai suggests that the makers of foreign goods sold on online market platforms or their importers must be required to be properly registered in Thailand, so they will enter the tax collection system comprehensively. This is to protect the interests of Thai merchants, especially SMEs, as well as to protect the interests of the country. A 15-30% online sales tax will be collected at the point of sale on the platform. The platform owner will be responsible for collecting and submitting it to the Revenue Department.

The challenge of government agencies responsible for supervising the e-commerce is to enforce policies and measures on all platforms on an equal basis to benefit all buyers, said Mr Chatchai.

The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) issued a royal decree on the operation of digital platform services in 2022 to regulate offshore and onshore digital platform services providers and protect consumer interests.

A source in the e-commerce sector who requested anonymity said that Tik Tok has notified ETDA of its business activities.

However, it is noted that Tik Tok Shop's e-commerce operations are conducted from abroad under the status of a 100% foreign-owned company. TikTok does not hold an electronic commerce business licence from the Department of Business Development and has not registered as a direct marketing business with the Office of the Consumer Protection Board.

The source added that there are social media platforms managed from abroad that operate digital platform services in Thailand. These companies should adhere to Thai laws and regulations to ensure equality in business operations among enterprises within the same industry and other industries operating in Thailand.

Chanida Klyphun, head of public policy for TikTok Thailand, said the company plans to register TikTokShop Co in Thailand.

"Next year will be the regulatory year that we will comply with local authorities," said Ms Chanida.

"Our sellers have citizen ID, bank savings or corporate registration in order to sell via our platform," said Ms Chanida.

"We will take down illegal products when we get notification."

TikTok, in collaboration with the Community Development Department, has already promoted 532 One Tambon One Product (Otop) entrepreneurs on its platform in the first phase, to which they provide digital skills along with advertising credits and promotional marketing programmes, empowering them to expand into greater business opportunities and address the challenges of rapidly changing consumer trends.

The initiative has generated over 8.5 million baht in income opportunities, from 380 out of 532 Otops. This first phase of a 3-year partnership follows the signing of a memorandum of understanding in August.

Choocheap Pongchai, deputy director-general of the Community Development Department at the Ministry of Interior, said that this year the Otop market is expected to see growth of 26% and reach 300 billion baht.
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                  NESDC issues warning on welfare spending surge                
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                                The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) has warned the government that the fiscal gap is starting to narrow due to the expansion of the state welfare budget, said secretary-general Danucha Pichayanan.
He said state welfare expenditure had been rising in the recent past. It may be necessary to find control measures, including raising incomes for vulnerable groups to be less dependent on the state welfare card system, as well as increasing the efficiency of tax collection in order to create more fiscal space.

Worawan Plikhamin, deputy secretary-general of the NESDC, summarised the council's article on social budgeting that notes that from 2012 to 2019, the expansion of government revenue was 4% on average, lower than the growth in government expenditure of 7.1%.

Social expenditure increased from 570 billion baht in 2012 to 1 trillion baht in 2023.

The study revealed there are as many as 90 social welfare projects in Thailand, covering infants through to the elderly. Of these, 21 projects were studied by the NESDC, accounting for 93.4% of the total social expenditure budget, which includes both government and non-government budgets.

The NESDC provided policy recommendations for improving the social expenditure budget, which includes promoting social protection financed by co-payments, increasing the efficiency of tax collection, and motivating financial security through retirement saving and investment.

The government is looking at increasing the salaries of civil servants as a study regarding a suitable rate carried out by the Civil Service Commission (OCSC) is expected to be completed by the end of this month.

Mr Danucha noted that this pay increase proposal would not have an impact on the fiscal gap as it is a rise only in the salaries of permanent employees, which are currently still lower than the rates found in the private sector.

After the study is completed, the Budget Bureau and the OCSC will discuss the matter before forwarding it to the cabinet this month, Mr Danucha said.

The NESDC has released Thailand's Social Outlook for this year's third quarter.

The number of employed people stood at 40.1 million, marking a 1.3% increase from the corresponding period last year.

The unemployment rate declined to 0.99% of the country's labour force, or 401,000 unemployed people, which is similar to the pre-pandemic level.

Household debt reached 16.07 trillion baht in the second quarter of 2023, marking a 3.6% year-on-year increase. This debt accounted for 90.6% of the country's GDP.

Household debt in the form of non-performing loans (NPLs) accounted for 2.7% of total outstanding loans.

NPLs of motor loans stood at 1.89% of total car loans while special mention loans, defined as a loan overdue between 30 and 90 days, tallied 14.3% in the second quarter of this year.

Borrowers with special attention required are the early working age group, or the Gen Y-Z groups, whose spending behaviour exhibit a "buy now pay later [BNPL]" pattern, exacerbated by both online and offline marketing.

As of 2022, there are an estimated 360 million people worldwide using BNPL services.

By 2027, it is expected that there will be 900 million BNPL users, an increase of 157%.

In 2021, the BNPL market was valued at US$120 billion.

According to the "Thailand Buy Now Pay Later Market Report 2022", the BNPL market was valued at 55-65 billion baht.

Even though 96% of people in the country who use BNPL services have not defaulted on their debt repayments, it is likely to lead to household debt problems in the future.

More than half of millennials with a monthly income of less than 15,000 baht are likely to use BNPL services.

In Thailand, jewellery and clothing are the items most likely to be purchased using BNPL.
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                  'Clean molecules' essential in meeting net-zero goals                

                Bangchak chief notes that the world can't rely solely on 'green electrons' to serve global energy demand, writes Yuthana Praiwan
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                                If countries, including Thailand, want to achieve net-zero targets, they cannot rely completely on renewable energy to produce electricity and fuel economic activities.
They need what Chaiwat Kovavisarach, group chief executive of energy conglomerate Bangchak Corporation, calls "clean molecules", which should be used in tandem with "green electrons", a term which refers to electricity generated by renewables such as sunlight, wind, water and biomass.

The term clean molecules was coined by energy experts to focus on a group of clean fuels, including biofuel for cars and aircraft, and e-fuels.

"Green electrons are a good choice, but they alone cannot serve the global energy demand. We need clean molecules to help us attain net-zero goals," said Mr Chaiwat.

Thailand announced in 2021 at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow that it would be more aggressive in addressing climate change, striving to reach a net-zero target -- a balance between greenhouse gas emissions and absorption -- by 2065.

Mr Chaiwat suggested a path toward the 2065 deadline by using clean molecules during the 13th Greenovative Forum entitled "Regenerative Fuels: Sustainable Mobility", an annual seminar held by Bangchak Group.

In a 15-minute presentation, Mr Chaiwat clarified total energy usage worldwide and described the whole concept of clean molecules for almost 300 participants and roughly 2,700 people viewing the event online.

His keynote speech ended with a visual note, sketched during the seminar to help participants visualise key aspects of his messages.

HUGE CONSUMPTION

All countries are driven by a huge amount of energy which still largely comes from fossil fuels despite stronger legal measures and campaigns to reduce carbon dioxide emissions through greater use of renewable energy.

Green electrons, or electricity generated from renewable energy sources, must represent 27% of the global energy supply if the net-zero target is set in 2050, said Mr Chaiwat, citing the International Energy Agency.

The remainder comprises gaseous and liquid fuels, some of which could be generated by clean molecules.

It is highly unlikely that the world could depend heavily on green electrons when global energy demand is taken into consideration.

"The world consumes up to 1.7 exajoules a day. The amount is so huge that it equals the fuel that would be required by an Airbus A320 flying around the world 350,000 times," said Mr Chaiwat.

"In other words, this level of energy usage would be equal to us travelling between the earth and the moon 37,000 times."

To serve this huge level of consumption, up to 80% of energy needs to come from fossil fuels, with the remaining 20% made up of renewables, biomass and nuclear energy.

This volume of fossil fuel can be calculated in relation to oil, which would amount to 220 million barrels a day.

"With the world population currently standing at 8 billion, it means each person requires 4.4 litres of oil per day, which is greater than the daily water consumption requirement of two litres," said Mr Chaiwat.

Oil still plays a key role in the transport sector, although the battery-powered car market is growing rapidly.

"With one kilogramme of oil, a car can run for 15 kilometres, but with a battery weighing one kg, a car runs for less than one km," he said.

"If a battery-powered car wants to run for 15 km, its battery must weigh 20 kg."

CLEAN MOLECULES

The development of clean molecules must be promoted as it could be one solution to the huge demand for energy and support global campaigns to curb carbon dioxide emissions, said Mr Chaiwat.

"One type of fuel based on clean molecules is currently sold at Bangchak petrol stations," he said, referring to ethanol, which is mixed with gasoline to make gasohol. This forms part of the efforts to decrease dependence on fossil fuels.

Bangchak is also building a factory to produce sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) using used cooking oil near its oil refinery in Bangkok's Phra Khanong district.

SAF can replace jet fuel because their properties are similar, while the former has a smaller carbon footprint.

This type of biofuel, which can be made from used cooking oil and agricultural waste, produces up to 80% fewer greenhouse gas emissions than conventional jet fuel, according to media reports citing various forecasts.

"SAF production also goes in line with Thailand's BCG scheme," said Mr Chaiwat.

Declared as a national agenda item, bio-, circular and green (BCG) economic development encourages manufacturers to adopt technology to add value to their products and minimise unpleasant effects on the environment.

Making SAF with used cooking oil comes under the bioeconomy concept while upcycling it to make a new type of oil is based on the circular economy, he said, adding that using SAF to reduce carbon dioxide emissions precisely conforms with the concept of green economy.

During the forum, Mr Chaiwat also mentioned electrofuels, also known as e-fuels, which are also a promising source of clean molecules.

One e-fuel development is to use electricity made from renewable energy to separate hydrogen from water in a process called electrolysis. Hydrogen will then bond with carbon captured from carbon dioxide found in the air.

"The final product is hydrocarbon in a liquid form that can be used to fuel cars," said Mr Chaiwat.

Another type of e-fuel is "green ammonia". Using renewable energy and the same process of electrolysis to separate hydrogen from water to capture nitrogen from the air, developers are able to produce green ammonia.

The shipping of ammonia is safe and less expensive than the transport of hydrogen. Because ammonia consists of hydrogen, users can separate the hydrogen to use it as a fuel.

"These technologies can change the world and can help the world deal with global energy demand," said Mr Chaiwat.
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                  Year-end exports set to maintain growth                

                Smaller contraction seen for whole year
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                                Exports for the remaining two months of the year are expected to continue to expand, possibly resulting in a smaller contraction for the whole year than anticipated, according to the Commerce Ministry.
Permanent commerce secretary Keerati Rushchano said on Monday the performance of exports during November and December is likely to maintain growth, leading to the contraction for the whole year narrowing to roughly 1%, much lower than the rate of contraction recorded during the first 10 months.

Nonetheless, he admitted that attaining positive export growth for 2023 would be challenging, despite extensive efforts that have already been made, especially in collaboration with the private sector to tap into new markets and address trade-related issues which resulted in a sustained improvement in export recovery.

According to Mr Keerati, the Commerce Ministry, led by Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, initiated "Quick Win" plans to drive exports in the final quarter this year.

The plan encompasses 73 activities conducted both domestically and internationally, with an anticipated impact of boosting exports by over 12.4 billion baht.

Key activities include online business talks, participation in international trade shows, organising delegations to visit international exhibitions, such as Automechanika in Dubai, the American Film Market in the US, Anuga and Medica in Germany, along with promoting top Thai products on popular e-commerce platforms, including Shopee in Malaysia and Rakuten in Japan.

On Monday, the Commerce Ministry reported exports increased for a third straight month in October, up by 8% to US$23.5 billion, while imports increased by 10.2% to $24.4 billion, resulting in a trade deficit of $832 million.

Exports from the real sector (excluding gold, oil-related products, and weaponry) grew by 5.4% year-on-year in October.

For the first 10 months, Thai exports decreased by 2.7% to roughly $237 billion while imports decreased by 4.6% to $243 billion, resulting in a trade deficit of $6.66 billion.

"The increase in October's exports was propelled by a rebound in global demand. Positive signals were observed across various key products, including computers, plastic pellets, rubber products, animal food, furniture and components. This growth was supported by the gradual recovery of demand during the year-end festive season," said Mr Keerati.

"The global average inflation rate started to decrease, although interest rates remained persistently high. There were indications that stringent financial control measures, particularly in the US, were nearing conclusion.

"Concurrently, China's extensive stimulus measures began to show results, leading to a recovery in consumption and investment figures within China. The Israel-Hamas situation remained contained, with no significant impact on overall exports," he said.

Exports of agricultural and agro-industrial products expanded by 9.3% year-on-year in October to $3.94 billion, led by rice (+37.7%), cassava products (+4.8%), fresh, chilled, frozen and dried fruits (+44.6%), dog and cat food (+5.5%), animal and vegetable fats and oils (+20%), fresh, chilled and frozen chicken (+9.6%), sauces and preparations (+29.4%), and canned and processed vegetables (+19.4%).

Industrial product exports bounced back to 5.4% growth in October to $18.3 billion after shrinking by 0.3% in September.

Products with a significant decline included automobiles, equipment and parts (+9%), gems and jewellery, excluding gold (+8.7%), telephone equipment and parts (+15.1%), semiconductors, transistors and diodes (+27.3%), and electrical transformers and parts (+38.5%).

Chaichan Chareonsuk, chairman of the Thai National Shippers' Council, said the collaboration between the government and the private sector has had a noticeable impact on exports, resulting in consecutive positive performances for the past three months.

The private sector is confident that this positive trend will continue for the remaining two months and improve into the next year.

The council forecast the export performance for the fourth quarter will be positive, possibly reaching up to 7%, offsetting the negative balance for the entire year to about 1%.
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                Move aims to raise competitiveness
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                                The Commerce Ministry looks set to revise more than 40 commerce-related laws, with the aim of creating greater convenience for the public, farmers and entrepreneurs as well as improving the country's competitiveness.
According to Keerati Rushchano, permanent secretary for commerce, in line with Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's policy, Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai has instructed all agencies within the Commerce Ministry to proceed with amending the laws under the ministry's responsibility.

Mr Keerati would serve as the chairman of a law amendment committee to facilitate business operations. The objective is to facilitate convenience for the public and the private sector in conducting business and various other activities. It also aims to improve the efficiency of government officials and employees.

The plan will be divided into two phases, covering laws at the level of acts and secondary-level laws.

In the first phase, or the "Quick Win" plan, Mr Keerati said for laws that are acts, four of a total of 28 versions require urgent amendment comprising the Copyright Act; the Geographical Indication (GI) Act; the Thai National Shippers' Council Act and the Export and Import of Goods Act.

As for secondary-level laws such as ministerial regulations, ministerial l announcements and departmental announcements, Mr Keerati said they could also be amended within 100 days, specifically those that benefit the public. The goal is to amend and improve 31 versions within 100 days (Quick Win). The remaining laws will gradually be amended within 6-18 months.

Mr Keerati said the Commerce Ministry is scheduled to complete amendments of the Copyright Act; the Geographical Indication (GI) Act; the Thai National Shippers' Council Act and the Export and Import of Goods Act, by Dec 31, as a New Year's gift to the public.

In planned amendments of the Copyright Act, for example, the protection of performers' rights would be upgraded to cover sound recordings.

Currently, protection only covers live performances.

The new amendment will provide comprehensive protection for sound recordings, promoting soft power, a key policy of the government.

It also aligns with the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and is in accordance with the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement, which stipulates that members must become members of the WPPT, and Thailand is in the process of preparing for membership.

In addition to the planned commerce-related law amendments, Mr Keerati said the Commerce Ministry would also concurrently organise public hearings and discussions with all stakeholders to gather additional input for necessary amendments to laws or related regulations.
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                Tourism operators in Pattaya unimpressed
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                                Pattaya's tourism operators are against the proposal to extend the opening time of entertainment venues until 4am to include establishments located on the beachfront road as it would cause more trouble with residents in the neighbourhood and potentially further deteriorate the area's reputation in relation to the sex industry.
From Dec 15, the government will allow entertainment venues to open until 4am, starting with four tourism destinations -- Bangkok, Phuket, Pattaya and Chiang Mai.

The permitted zone in Pattaya should be restricted only to Walking Street as this area has typically been the area that attract visitors looking to enjoy the nightlife scene in Pattaya, said Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, the newly-elected president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation (ACTF).

He said that if the late opening hours were applied to operators on the Pattaya's Beach Road, it would definitely affect tourists and residents from hotels and condos located nearby.

Those venues might violate the rules and end up opening until early morning, as some of them usually open beyond permitted hours at the moment.

Mr Thanet said not every tourist wanted to visit Pattaya for nightlife entertainment or visit the red-light district, and Pattaya has not been attracting many partygoers as in the past when this segment accounted for almost 80%.

He said many beer bars located in central Pattaya closed during the Covid-19 pandemic. The number of active operators in this kind of business were fewer now as new segments, such as families, continue to grow.

Mr Thanet said tour operators from Russia had raised concerns about the reputation of the sex industry in Pattaya, as their clients were mostly in the family segment and were seeking other forms of leisure activities that were not linked with nightlife.

Similar feedback had been received from the Taiwanese market, which has been granted a visa exemption, as they feel more comfortable visiting other destinations rather than Pattaya.

"Tourism operators should be prepared for changes. Of course, there are still those who seek nightlife entertainment when choosing Pattaya as their destination, but this group is much smaller and would gradually become even smaller," said Mr Thanet.

He said ACTF would organise a tourism workshop to set the direction of Pattaya tourism with the goal of pivoting from the city's negative image linked to the sex industry to segments offering great potential, such as health and wellness.

"Such an image has hampered opportunities to attract investors from high-quality segments. Wellness hotels and resorts or health institutions tend to prioritise Phuket if they want to expand their businesses," said Mr Thanet.

He added that tourism operators in central Pattaya are also losing out to those based in Na Jomtien in terms of attracting high-spending travellers.

Geographically, hotels along Jomtien beach already have advantages as they are located on the beach, unlike central Pattaya which has the beachfront road area.

The rise of branded five-star properties in Na Jomtien subdistrict, many of which can sell rooms at the same or even higher rates than luxury hotels in Phuket, illustrates how the tourism market in Chon Buri has transformed over the past few years.

Mr Thanet said tourism operators should adapt to the new trend, which could help them maximise revenue per head instead of relying on numbers, particularly when U-tapao International Airport is unable to attract as many direct flights as it should do.

He said many airlines said fuel prices at this airport are more expensive than other airports in Thailand, prompting them to choose Bangkok or Phuket over Pattaya when planning flights.

Moreover, he said local low-cost airlines which still have limited fleets since the pandemic should consider other routes which have more opportunities, as tourists who choose Pattaya would normally combine their trips with Bangkok or other provinces and prefer to use airports in Bangkok.
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                                The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), in collaboration with the Royal Thai Police, has begun aggressively trying to trace 41,398 phone numbers reported as under suspicion of being used in relation to an offence or by mule SIM cards.
The two agencies will also try to track any fraud carried out since March 17 when the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression came into effect.

The latest move follows the government's policy of handling fraudulent acts in many forms, particularly those conducted via mobile traffic.

According to Pol Gen Nathathorn Prousoontorn, an NBTC commissioner who is responsible for legal issues, the NBTC office in collaboration with the Royal Thai Police has conducted an investigation and coordinated information requests with mobile service providers to seek call data records of those SIM owners and locations where calls were made, as well as tracing payment information.

The Technology Crime Investigation Office sent the NBTC office a list of phone numbers which were reported via the police online showing that 41,398 numbers were responsible for defrauding members of the public.

Of these numbers, 11,219 numbers were used for sending fraudulent short messages while 30,179 numbers were used as mule SIM cards.

The new Royal Decree is making life more difficult for scammers who now try to deceive people by using increasingly sophisticated tricks.

The law has given victims, banks, and the authorities more options in terms of trying to combat online scams and other illegal online activities.

It allows victims of online scams to immediately file for the suspension of a mule account that has been set up using their stolen identity via 15 banks' hotline numbers and to file a scam complaint with police stations, either physically or online.

The law additionally gives banks the authority to temporarily suspend a suspected mule account and for the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technology to investigate illicit transactions. The law also outlines the punishment of cybercriminals.

The law sentences those who open an account, electronic card, or electronic wallet for illegal use and those who let others use their SIM card for any illegal purpose to 2-5 years imprisonment and/or a 200,000-500,000 baht fine.

In parallel, Pol Gen Nathathorn added that the NBTC is set to impose new regulations by early next year that will require all people who registered for more than five active SIM cards to re-register or verify those SIM cards through the systems of mobile operators' service centres.

The draft of the new regulations will be discussed in focus groups before passing to be approved by the NBTC board by December.

People who hold more than five SIM cards will have to re-register or verify their SIM cards at the operators' service centre within 60 days after the regulation is effective, or their SIM cards will be deactivated.

People who fail to re-register within the first 30 days after enforcement of the regulation will only be able to receive calls but will not be able to make outgoing calls.

According to an NBTC report in September, there were 94.65 million active SIM cards used in the country, held by a total of 64.8 million people.

There were 64.5 million people who held between one and five SIM cards, or a combined 85.1 million SIM cards.

There were 286,148 people holding between six and 100 SIM cards, or a combined 3.33 million SIM cards. There were 7,664 people who each held more than 100 SIM cards, or a combined 6.1 million SIM cards for this group.
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has joined hands with Singapore Exchange (SGX Group) to move ahead with the Thailand-Singapore depositary receipts (DR) linkage project.
The SET and SGX Group have further strengthened investment links, expanding opportunities for investors to access securities of both countries via depositary receipts (DR), under the collaborative project called Thailand-Singapore DR Linkage.

"The Thailand-Singapore DR Linkage is the first exchange-level DR cooperation in Asean, bringing investors enhanced access and efficiency to the region's securities markets," said Pakorn Peetathawatchai, president of the SET.

Under the Thailand-Singapore DR Linkage, depositary receipts representing shares in an SGX-listed security will be issued for trading on the SET and vice-versa.

Investors in Thailand and Singapore will benefit from the ease in buying and selling securities via a DR through their local broker arrangements and in their local currency.

"This marks the first milestone in the journey towards a more integrated and accessible Asean exchange market, enabling investors to trade Asean stocks via DR seamlessly across the entire region. We will continue to foster bilateral relationships with other exchanges in Asean to support the development of DR linkage," Mr Pakorn said.

"SGX is delighted that its DR linkage with SET has successfully seen three SET-listed underlying DRs and one SGX-listed underlying DR introduced on SGX and SET, respectively, with more in the pipeline," said Loh Boon Chye, chief executive of the SGX Group.

Collaboration between Asean exchanges raises the competitiveness of the region which is essential for its sustained growth. The DR Linkage is a significant milestone that reflects the commitment between SGX Group and the SET to enhance synergies between the two markets.

"I look forward to deepening our relationship with the SET and unveiling more products through this link so we can unlock more opportunities for investors," Mr Loh said.

The SET together with the SGX Group commenced Asean's first exchange-level DR cooperation in 2021.

Under the collaboration, three DRs on Thai securities -- Airports of Thailand (AOT), CP All (CPALL) and PTT Exploration and Production (PTTEP) -- have already been traded on SGX and, in turn, DR on Singapore Airlines (SIA) debuted on the Thai stock market in September 2023.

Moreover, the launch of additional DRs on Singaporean securities is in the pipeline.

Currently, the SET has 18 DRs with underlying securities listed on SGX, Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX), Ho Chi Minh Stock Exchange (HOSE) and the Euronext.

Moreover, there are also five fractional depositary receipts (DRx). The total market capitalisation of the DR and DRx at the end of the third quarter of 2023 amounted to 17 billion baht, equivalent to US$484 million, up by 28% year-on-year.
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                                Prime Minister and Finance Minister Srettha Thavisin is being urged to boost investment by telling the Treasury Department to reduce land rent when it leases out land to investors in the Sa Kaeo Industrial Estate in eastern Thailand.
The Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) operates this industrial complex, which covers 660 rai of land, but the Treasury Department is the landowner which sets the rate of land rent.

The rent is currently high and is not able to stimulate investment, said Veeris Ammarapala, governor of the IEAT.

"Prospective investors are interested in leasing land within this industrial estate, but they cannot afford to pay the expensive rent," he said.

"Existing factory operators in the industrial estate also want the rate to decrease."

The IEAT expects the Treasury Department, which falls under the Finance Ministry, to consider lowering the rental rate as soon as possible, following a meeting between the authority and Mr Srettha, who recently visited Sa Kaeo.

There are currently four firms investing in the Sa Kaeo Industrial Estate. The businesses are involved in garments, automotive parts and car seats.

The IEAT believes that if the government granted more investment incentives, more investors would build their production facilities on the industrial estate.

The authority also aims to promote investment by developing eco-industrial estates to ensure business people utilise good environmental management.

According to the IEAT, Mr Srettha supports a plan to have Sa Kaeo become a special economic zone and would like to support economic activities in the province, which borders Cambodia.

The Sa Kaeo Industrial Estate has the potential to be developed into a logistics hub of the Greater Mekong Subregion and the CLMVT (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand) region, said Mr Srettha.

Industry Minister Pimphattra Wichaikul said her ministry would help the government promote logistics and transport systems in this estate, as well as the development of garments, textiles, and agricultural product businesses.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2693419/calls-for-reduction-in-sa-kaeo-land-rent



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Do Day Dream opts to revise down sales growth forecast                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: SnailWhite skincare products displayed on a shelf at a store in Bangkok.]
                                              
                          SnailWhite skincare products displayed on a shelf at a store in Bangkok.                        

                                          

                  

                                Do Day Dream Plc, the maker and distributor of SnailWhite skincare products, has revised its sales growth projection for this year down to 10% from its initial forecast of 20%, blaming several negative factors affecting consumer sentiment.
Vanchai Srisushon, the company's chief financial officer, said that despite initially aiming for a 20% increase in sales over a year earlier, global factors such as the continuation of the Russia-Ukraine war, the Israel-Hamas conflict, oil price fluctuations, and relatively poor exports have impacted consumer sentiment.

The company's sales in the first nine months of this year edged up by just 1% year-on-year to 1.14 billion baht.

Skincare products accounted for 54% of the company's sales, while beauty products made up the remaining 46%.

According to Mr Vanchai, the company has expanded its domestic market by distributing products via new channels, including traditional brands and local distributors. Internationally, there has been a continuous increase in demand for skincare products, particularly in the Philippines. The company has also entered new markets in Southeast Asia.

However, Mr Vanchai noted that sales in the domestic beauty business declined in the third quarter due to the closure of some shopping centres for renovation.

In response to these challenges, the firm has adjusted its strategies, focusing on improving production costs and cost of goods sold for efficiency. Additionally, it plans to enhance marketing and sales efforts to meet consumer needs more rapidly, both online and offline. Collaboration with partners and the expansion of new product distribution channels are also part of the strategy.

"We are confident of achieving the new target through the optimisation of marketing activities, collaboration with partners, and the expansion of distribution channels. The launch of the Makavaric lifestyle brand from Japan in September received a positive response from Thai consumers. The company is also closely monitoring the international market situation for swift business adjustments," Mr Vanchai said.

According to Mr Vanchai, next year the company plans to continue investing but with greater caution. New products will be launched within existing business lines, and additional lifestyle products will be added to the portfolio in early 2024.

A revamp of the SnailWhite skincare brand is also planned next year, including changes to product packaging and formulas, as well as further business expansion, said Mr Vanchai.
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																Thailand finds itself at a crossroads as global geoeconomic alignments shift amid rapid changes in the technological landscape. Its top trading partners and foreign investors are changing, raising concerns about the relevance of its development model. While boosting competitiveness remains crucial.
Thailand must also avoid trade and investment concentration and diversify its external linkages.

The US-hosted Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation -- or Apec -- CEO Summit took place recently in San Francisco, bringing together world leaders and top CEOs to discuss the future of trade and growth in the 21-member bloc.

For Thailand, it was yet another opportunity to advocate its investment potential to the rest of the world: Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavasin's week-long trip was packed with meetings with top US tech firms, including Tesla, Amazon, Google, Microsoft, and NVIDIA, among others.

This strategy is not new. For decades, Thailand's trade and investment flows have grown hand-in-hand with regional and global integration. Nevertheless, while its total trade has quadrupled since 2000, Thailand now trades mostly with Asia. The US remains its top export market, but China has risen to become the second largest.

On the investment side, Japan still accounts for the largest share of foreign direct investment (FDI) due to its dominance in conventional auto manufacturing. However, China and Asean have expanded their investment stakes rapidly, while shares of traditional partners like Europe and the US have fallen.

China's deepening footprint is clearest. It doubled its share of Thai exports over 20 years and has been the biggest source of imports for a decade. China has also overtaken Japan as the top source of new FDI applications since 2019 (barring the pandemic years), with major bets in Thailand's "new S-curve" sectors like electric vehicles, or EVs, and renewable energy. Chinese automakers now dominate Thailand's emerging EV industry, unlike the traditional internal combustion engine auto industry, where Japanese and Western firms reign.

These shifts are driven by both push and pull factors. Multinationals have sought to diversify their supply chains to build resilience after the recent pandemic disruptions. They see Thailand's extensive links with Asia, competitive infrastructure relative to its peers, and openness as key strengths. But Thailand's auto manufacturing niche has also predisposed it to forge closer ties with Japan -- and now China. Still, an increased reliance on any one partner would raise overdependency risks. This was seen when Thailand's local electronics supply chains stalled during Covid-19 amid its heavy exposure to Chinese chip suppliers.

Thailand's future trade and investment patterns will be shaped by larger global undercurrents, especially the US-China strategic competition, which could accelerate such trends. China has invested heavily in EV manufacturing domestically but still sees Thailand as an attractive regional production hub that could allow it to work around US tariffs. Growing business ties may also spur associated growth in intermediate imports from China for auto parts manufacturing. And with Thailand as their Asean base, Chinese automakers will likely redirect EV exports toward the rest of Southeast Asia and Thai motor vehicle (and related) exports would likely move away from the United States -- its largest export destination currently -- over time.

Hence, Thailand faces two interrelated economic imperatives. The first is boosting competitiveness. Success here will be vital to capture existing shifts in trade and investment while bearing in mind that other peers -- in and outside Asia -- are making similar plays. Efforts on digitalisation, infrastructure and reforms remain crucial, but must be accompanied by improving lagging factors like skills development. This will help anchor foreign business activities amid the persistent winds of global competition and geoeconomic realignment.

Alongside competitiveness, Thailand must also guard against over-dependence risks by keeping its external economic links diversified. This means redoubling efforts on free trade agreements, especially with economies like Korea and Mexico, where export shares are already substantial. Thailand should also explore agreements with emerging partners in the Middle East, South America, and South Asia to expand its markets. Such proactive moves will build resilience against future external shocks.

In navigating the new geoeconomic realities, Thailand will need to strike a fine balance between seizing the best opportunities for trade and investment while mitigating the pitfalls of over-reliance on any single market. This two-pronged approach requires enhancing competitiveness at home while seeking more diversification abroad. How Thailand carries this delicate balancing act will determine its prosperity in an increasingly complex world order.

Marthe M Hinojales, Senior Economist, Thailand and Amro's Regional Surveillance Group. Allen Ng is Mission Chief for Thailand and Lead and Principal Economist for Amro's Regional Surveillance Group.
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																'Do not take no for an answer" could be the new hashtag for all Thai diplomats from now on. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahidha-Nukara instructed his lieutenants not to give up or allow themselves to be turned down too easily when they are pursuing a "proactive economic policy".
During four days of brainstorming sessions last week, he urged them all to work harder to ensure Thailand will rise and become a leading world economy, which would bring a higher and more respectable international profile.

For some diplomats, the sessions were like a boot camp where they had to reset their traditional way of thinking and demeanour. In a nutshell, they have to think outside the box to get things done. It was the first time in seven years that the ambassador and consul-general event had been held. This time around, Mr Parnpee, a former Thai trade representative and economist, did not mince any words when he reiterated that the old diplomacy or karn thut babb derm derm was finished, and the time had now come for new diplomacy that would act as the driving force for Thailand to reinforce its influence in international forums and reclaim a prestigious role once again.

To put this into context, Thailand has suffered from international humiliation as a result of the May 2014 coup. Over the past nine years, the country has been trying to salvage its democratic and open-society image, which has been damaged by the coup.

Understandably, any hard work and success under the military could only go so far before it hit a ceiling. Now, with the new coalition government under the Pheu Thai Party, Thailand's position as a democracy has been restored, even though it is still pretty fragile and, according to some, dysfunctional. However, for the international community, friends, and allies, it is a cause celebre.

That helps explain why Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has spent nearly half of his tenure abroad to reconnect Thailand and reposition its place in the world. He wants to put Thailand back on the international community's radar and to lift the country's economy. Since his government assumed office over two months ago, the geopolitical landscape has dramatically shifted and, in fact, deteriorated markedly. Worse still was the taking hostage of Thai migrant workers in Israel by Hamas, which has prompted the Thai public to question the country's diplomatic power and leverage on the global stage. As of yesterday, 14 Thai hostages had been released through joint assistance from Egypt, Qatar, Iran, and Malaysia.

The meeting last week, in more ways than one, provided a good opportunity for all involved in decision-making in external relations -- in particular, trade and investment -- to get their heads together and familiarise themselves with the new government's leaders as well as their priorities. Well over one hundred Thai ambassadors, consuls-general, charges d'affaires, and acting consuls-general from all overseas missions attended the meeting at a five-star hotel.

Quite a few distinctive features of the newly recalibrated Thai diplomacy emerged.

Thai foreign policy will continue to be based on national interest, international law and seeking friendship with all countries. It will not side with any power and will maintain balanced relations with different powers. It strongly supports Asean and its diplomatic outlook to engage and promote multilateralism.

Lest we forget, an active economic policy has always been the country's main tenet due to its longstanding social and economic development goals in the decades since the Asian financial crisis of 1997. In 2018, the Prayut government launched the 20-year National Strategic Plans (2018-2037), which encompassed a whole gamut of what the country needed to do to face future challenges. Nonetheless, under the current Pheu Thai government, economic affairs have been the main focus. As such, its push is weightier because it has overwhelming control over the policymaking apparatus.

Speedier economic recovery is also more urgent to sustain public support.

At the meeting, the diplomats were told that they were part of "Team Thailand" with two major tasks: the first was to do with economic diplomacy and promoting commerce and investment, and the second was the pride and dignity of Thai workers and investment overseas. Mr Parnpree views Thai diplomats as a key cog in the country's economic-oriented diplomacy.

When it comes to the protection of Thais abroad and investors, he had some unconventional things to say, which surprised the audience. He realised that all diplomats must work hard and also have overloaded work routines, so they should spend their time wisely to promote the country's interests.

"I do not want to have all of you bearing the responsibility of taking care of visiting dignitaries while they are on the duu ngarn tour. In Thai, this means all sorts of foreign visits by Thai bureaucrats that could be fact-finding or study tours.

Mr Parnpree declared that diplomats or embassies should not be the hosts or used as places for holding parties for visiting Thai dignitaries, or phu yai as they are known in Thailand. "I want to see a new working ethic among our bureaucrats in which our pride and dignity rest on our professionalism and responsibility," he emphasised.

Among others, the diplomats received policy guidance from Prime Minister Srettha and the latest briefings from senior officials dealing with trade, investment, and international economic cooperation. For this government, it attaches great importance to cooperation with neighbouring countries and members of various economic frameworks such as the Ayeywaddy-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (Acemcs), Asean, Bay of Bengal Initiative Multi-Sector Technical and Economic Cooperation (Bimstec), Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the European Union. In addition, Thailand is seeking to join other platforms, such as the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

A notable session was the discussion with border provincial governors, academia, and the private sector on trade, industry, real estate, services, and energy on trending issues such as the digital economy, soft power, technology and innovation, the land bridge project, energy security, carbon neutrality and carbon credit.

In the end, as one seasoned diplomat put it, all the sessions were "very extensive, very exhaustive but very value-added and well worth it" for him and his colleagues.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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																For three years, China's zero-Covid policy consistently received high-profile media coverage from the Chinese and the international press. During the first phase of the pandemic, China's mass mobilisation of resources and strict region-wide lockdowns were seen as highly effective. But after vaccines arrived and Western countries resumed normal economic activities, China's ongoing restrictions became a source of growing concern.
Then, when the restrictions were finally lifted in late 2022, the press coverage dissipated, and the official Chinese position was silence. Just as the Chinese people were starting to regain their economic footing and reckon with the emotional fallout of the previous three years, the world stopped paying attention.

Yet the legacy of zero-Covid will not soon be forgotten. For three years, nearly every city was under various forms of lockdown, with as many as 370 million people isolated in their homes at the policy's peak. Shanghai, China's economic hub, was among the cities subjected to the most severe lockdowns.

Today, the pain is felt more broadly, with remuneration and jobs being cut across the urban economy. Salaries in typically high-paying tech and finance jobs have been slashed by 40%, and even civil-service jobs, which pay less but are considered more stable, are experiencing substantial pay cuts. In 2022, urban China's median per capita disposable income (after taxes) was $6,224 (220,000 baht), compared to $55,832 in the US. (Of course, prices are higher in the US)

Worse, the mass layoffs that started in the Chinese tech sector in 2021 have increased over time, with more than 200,000 tech jobs eliminated just between July 2021 and March 2022. And that figure does not account for the knock-on effects in closely connected sectors such as finance or law.

China's much poorer rural areas have arguably suffered even more. In 2022, rural per capita disposable income was a mere $2,777. Generally, rural households supplement their agricultural income by working as migrant labourers in cities, opening their hometowns to tourists from urban areas or abroad. But during the zero-Covid period, rural villages were cut off from urban markets and tourists.

Making matters worse, zero-Covid's demands on public spending deepened local government debt, and now the country's enormous real-estate sector is in crisis, with overall growth continuing to slow. The full costs of Covid and the lockdowns are still being tallied. While the youth suicide rate ticked up notably in the US during the pandemic, it doubled in China between 2019 and 2021.

When the government did finally finish lifting zero-Covid restrictions, the vaccination rate was still low among the elderly, and there was little time for hospitals and health workers to prepare for the one billion infections that soon followed. Given the sheer size of that figure, China did better than many expected. The virus did not mutate into a more virulent form. An estimated two million people died in the two months after the end of zero-Covid, but that means China still had a much lower mortality rate than the US.

China's bigger problem was that all these deaths came suddenly, thus overwhelming funeral homes and forcing families to conduct expedient cremations and burials without traditional grieving practices. These experiences, combined with the official silence on the subject, have left a mute but palpable sense of collective pain.

Public reactions to these challenges have been mixed. Not surprisingly, young people who only ever knew China's pre-pandemic "economic miracle" are the most dispirited. Youth unemployment was at a record high of 21.3% this past June, before China stopped releasing such data altogether. Now, many younger Chinese simply want to give up ("tang ping") or leave the labour force.

The older generation is more stoic. Most of those born before the 1990s remember poverty. In the 1970s and 1980s, China was one of the world's poorest countries, and a single bad harvest could mean starvation in the countryside. Older Chinese can endure new hardships knowing that their children will still be better off than they were at the same age.

Some are even cautiously optimistic following the shift in the tone of US-China relations. After years of rising tensions, recent diplomacy signals a return to stability, even if not a fundamental improvement in this most important of international relationships. Stability can restore domestic and international investors' confidence in the Chinese economy, thereby generating more tourism, trade, jobs, and pay hikes. There is hope yet for more Chinese to escape poverty and resume a normal life. (c)2023 Project Syndicate

Nancy Qian, Professor of Economics at Northwestern University, is Co-Director of Northwestern University's Global Poverty Research Lab and Founding Director of China Econ Lab.
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																Some unscrupulous Chinese, with the help of Thais, have been the subject of recent news reports about fake beggars on Bangkok streets. This began after Kanthat Pongpaiboonvej, alias "good Samaritan" Kan Chompalang, reported a woman in a school uniform with a deformed face begging in the Pin Klao area two weeks ago.
Police responded and took the woman (who was Chinese) to Bang Phlat police station for an interview, and she was released afterwards.

Six other Chinese women in school uniforms were seen begging elsewhere in the city, some with limbs missing and their faces also deformed, similar to the woman in Pin Klao. Police detained several of these as well. There are viral clips showing Chinese men also begging on city streets.

While merit makers perceive beggars as a chance to do good, this case has spotlighted beggars who travel from neighbouring countries to beg on streets in Bangkok or tourist towns. According to information from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, last year, 2,473 "foreign beggars" from Cambodia, Myanmar and China were arrested.

The latest cases are part of human smuggling rings, and others like them typically enter Thailand and beg on the streets with the help of Thais. The money such fake beggars make is enticing -- estimated to be 10,000 baht per day, according to Mr Kanthat's investigation.

This case has many sinister details. It is reported that one of the detained women told police that she received an education visa from an educational institute in Lampang province. When arrested, these fake beggars also had Thai translators to provide legal services and pay fines, allowing them to leave the country quietly instead of being deported to China as illegal immigrants with criminal records.

Mr Kanthat's investigation also found these bogus beggars rented an apartment and enjoyed the good life, dining at restaurants and drinking after begging on the streets.

The news drew public reaction to the level that the Royal Thai Police (RTP) and The Ministry of Human Security announced a fresh investigation into the case.

Indeed, one issue that RTP must address is finding out how such fake beggars enter Thailand and get visas. It is not the first time there have been reports about Thai schools giving education visas to Chinese who were later found involved in illicit behaviour.

For example, last December year, the RTP conducted a major investigation into immigration police and several schools in northern and eastern. The probe followed a notorious case involving Chinese triad boss Chaiyanat "Tuhao" Kornchayanant, who was involved in illegal businesses in Thailand. Many applicants submitted documents regarding their stay issued by language schools or volunteer foundations as a ploy to extend their visa.

The investigation found more than 100 immigration officers were suspected of being involved in the illegal issuing of visas for Chinese investors. Among the 110 police suspects are three police generals and a mix of officers of every rank.

Given this recent case with the fake beggars, the RTP and the Ministry of Education must inspect police immigration and schools that offer education visas to such individuals. Instead of letting individuals like Mr Kanthat and netizens hunt for fake beggars, it is time for the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security to stamp out such practices and the human smuggling rings that drive them.
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																When John F Kennedy became US president in January 1961, he was determined to meet his Soviet counterpart, Nikita Khrushchev, directly. It was better, he told advisers, "to meet at the summit rather than the brink".
Last week's meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and US counterpart Joe Biden in California suggests both sides, at least in part, hold a similar view.

The meeting produced a range of agreements and talking points, including resuming military-to-military communications and China reportedly agreeing to crack down on production and export of the synthetic drug fentanyl, responsible for a major crisis within the United States.

But on Taiwan, arguably the most important single point for US-China relations and also the most likely to spark a war, there was little direct progress, perhaps even a warning.

It marked the latest stage in a high-stakes dance between Washington and Beijing over the self-ruled island that China claims as its own, intensifying steadily throughout the 2020s.

US officials have briefed that they believe China is working to be ready to invade Taiwan by 2027 -- some believe sooner -- even at the risk of triggering a wider war. According to US officials at the meeting, Mr Xi denied that such plans existed -- but accompanied that with comments that suggested use of force was perhaps increasingly on the table.

"Reunification" with Taiwan, Mr Xi told Mr Biden, was unstoppable. The US, he said, must ensure Taiwan did not declare independence, and instead push the Taipei government towards "peaceful reunification", including through ceasing supplies of US arms shipments to the island.

According to a US official with knowledge of the meeting who briefed reporters immediately afterwards, Mr Biden repeated what has been US government policy for decades -- that the current status quo should be maintained.

According to the same US official, Mr Xi warned that was now untenable, stating: "Look, peace is all well and good, but at some point we need to move towards resolution more generally."

That unsurprisingly has unsettled some. Chinese officials once talked in terms of the 2049 centenary of Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War as their target date for unification, but Mr Xi's comments appeared to suggest a shorter timeframe.

While most Chinese commentary praised the meeting as productive, some hawkish voices talked of the importance of the United States, Taiwan's biggest arms supplier, keeping its "promises", in some cases implying that Mr Biden had agreed to halt weapons shipments.

That was rejected immediately by US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, who said nothing would change in terms of Washington's support. Taiwan is currently awaiting the arrival of a delayed delivery of US-made F-16 fighters.

China's former ambassador to Washington, Cui Tiankai, told the South China Morning Post last week that China now saw the Taiwan question as "life-and-death for all Chinese", with "no room for concessions" and a necessity to be "prepared to do anything to defend our national sovereignty".

In the next breath, however, he said Beijing would continue to seek reunification by peaceful means and that as long as the "one China" principle was respected, "everything is negotiable" despite "limits" on how much Beijing could be provoked.

'COMPLICATED' MOMENT

Overall, the Biden-Xi meeting, which took place alongside the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in California, suggested both sides were at least happy to be talking.

Mr Xi appeared genial and relaxed, and there was a clear desire to find multiple areas of common ground, a significant improvement on last year's meeting on the sidelines of the Bali G20.

But what that really means is hard to say. As Japanese leader Fumio Kishida put it after his own meeting with Mr Xi, "the international community is at a historic turning point where growing confrontation and cooperation are woven in a complicated manner".

Certainly, as soon as the Apec gathering concluded, Taiwanese officials reported renewed posturing by Chinese forces in the Taiwan Strait, the strip of water that divides the island from China.

January will see elections in Taiwan, likely to be won by the ruling Democratic People's Party, which paints them as critical to the island retaining its democracy and civil freedoms.

The previously nationalist opposition Kuomintang has increasingly favoured closer contacts with the mainland but has struggled to win votes as China ramps up military tensions.

Combining threats with relationship-building at major diplomatic meetings is not as unusual as it sounds. Kennedy's first meeting with Khrushchev in Vienna in June 1961 saw the US delegation shocked by the aggression of the Kremlin leader as he threatened to overrun West Berlin and its US, French and British defenders. Having hoped to improve relations, Kennedy instead found himself warning such Soviet action would prompt an immediate worldwide war.

The USSR did not attempt to overrun Berlin. But within months, it sparked a new crisis with the building of the Berlin Wall, followed by the deployment of Soviet atomic rockets in Cuba in 1962.

MORE BRINKMANSHIP TO COME?

The lessons of that for the modern era are concerning. Only after the US and Soviet Union had come to the very edge of catastrophe in Cuba did truly meaningful communications start, including the creation of a hotline between the Kremlin and the White House.

Mr Biden and Mr Xi agreed to set up a similar communications line last week -- but it is far from clear that either side is close enough to the brink for a similar commitment to de-escalate.

That doesn't mean these meetings are a waste. In the face of the Cuban missile crisis, the fact Kennedy and Khrushchev had met each other arguably helped the diplomatic process of detente that began immediately after, reducing the nuclear danger for almost two decades.

Declassified documents suggest another "war scare" in 1983 added further impetus to East-West negotiations, reducing tension once again as the Cold War approached its end.

A few years ago, the consensus would have been that Beijing had too much to lose by launching an invasion of Taiwan, not just because of the possibility of a US military response but also because of the interconnectedness between the world's two largest economies. But Chinese trade with the United States is falling steadily each month, as are wider Chinese exports, undercutting economic growth.

Invading Taiwan would still be a colossal gamble for China, the world and Mr Xi himself. Khrushchev lost his grip on the Kremlin in the aftermath of the Cuban crisis in 1962, replaced by senior Soviet officials who felt he had taken far too great a risk.

The costly, messy examples of the 2003 US invasion of Iraq and 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine might also give him pause.

For now, the most likely scenario is that Mr Xi and those around him have not yet decided what to do, looking to keep their options open while using meetings like that in California to gauge the strength of their position.

These summits are important, but the real meat of this drama is likely yet to come. Reuters

Peter Apps is a Reuters columnist writing on defence and security issues. His first book -- 'Deterring Armageddon: A Biography of Nato' -- will be published in February.
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																Gender-based violence remains an urgent human rights concern in the Asia Pacific region. This year, as we mark 16 days of activism against gender-based violence, we call for stronger investments in ethically collected data to guide policies and actions across Asia and the Pacific in combating gender-based violence.
In this region, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) operates across 36 countries, and data from 32 countries sheds light on the staggering reality: one in four women in Asia and the Pacific has encountered physical or sexual violence at the hands of an intimate partner during her lifetime. While the prevalence rates fluctuate among and within countries and across various groups of women, the reality remains -- women are abused, raped, and sexually assaulted by their partners, in their homes and in their communities, and this must stop.

To end gender-based violence, we must delve deeper into the data. Where do the incidents occur? What are the drivers or contributing factors? What are the repercussions on the next generation? The data can help us stop the cycle of violence and address the issue at its root cause.

Investing in statistics and research isn't solely about amassing data; it's about refining our comprehension of that data. This includes enhancing our understanding, studying additional factors contributing to the problem, and discerning its beginning. When these contributing factors are understood, strategies and policies can be better informed towards eradicating gender-based violence and ensuring everyone's fundamental right to live without fear or discrimination.

Moreover, publicly available data also supports reporting on progress against commitments. In particular, Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5: to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. The region is not on track to achieve this goal by 2030. None of the 9 targets are expected to be met. Reliable data guides informed investments to get back on track to ending gender-based violence.

Since the SDG targets and indicators were adopted, technology-facilitated gender-based violence has cast a shadow over the lives of women and girls, posing an unprecedented threat to their safety, dignity, and fundamental human rights. Globally nearly 60% of women have experienced some form of digital violence, on their phones or online. They are bombarded with toxic social media posts, hate speeches and violent content or have their images sexualised, distorted and shared without permission. Perpetrators of technology-facilitated gender-based violence disproportionately target members of marginalised communities, including LGBTIQA+ persons, persons with disabilities, adolescents, young women. Women politicians, activists and those in or aspiring to public roles are being specifically targeted, which is a detriment to society.

The swift expansion of digital spaces across the Asia-Pacific region presents valuable opportunities but also significant risks. There is an acute need for data and research to inform prevention and response to these emerging forms of violence and to engage with partners in the tech space to keep women and girls safe while they navigate the opportunities that online platforms provide.

The strong partnership between UNFPA and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Australia has supported the Asia-Pacific region to increase statistical capacity and the availability of data on the prevalence of gender-based violence. For those who are most at risk in our region today, we have data to inform investments in prevention and strengthen the much-needed evidence base on what works. Policy makers should understand and use the official data available and support further analysis and research where gaps exist. For statisticians and data producers, the responsibility is to make this existing data accessible and understandable so that all users can appreciate the scale of this challenge and see the evidence supporting successful interventions. Stakeholders and decision makers should be held accountable for what the data shows so that the global partnership is taking action to end this scourge.

Gender-based violence can be prevented -- but urgent investments are needed to fulfil the promise of a life free of violence for women and girls, including those affected by humanitarian crises. This International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women, let us recommit to investing in data, research and evidence-based interventions for local solutions that will pave the way toward a future where every individual, regardless of gender, lives free from violence and discrimination, online and offline.




Pio Smith is United Nations Population Fund's Regional Director for Asia & the Pacific.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2692869/time-to-end-gender-based-violence



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Safety fear hurts image								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																Foreign tourists were once the mainstay of Thailand's economy, contributing up to 1.76 trillion baht to the economy before the Covid-19 pandemic struck, or about 12% of the nation's gross domestic product.
Chinese tourists accounted for about 11 million out of the 40 million or so visitors who visited Thailand each year before Covid-19 wreaked havoc on international travel.

Lately, in a bid to reignite Thailand's tourism industry, the government launched a visa exemption programme that specifically targets tourists from China, as well as Kazakhstan.

The programme, which began on Sept 25, will run until February next year, but the latest figures suggest the scheme has not resulted in the surge of visitors from China that was anticipated.

As of mid-November, Thailand has welcomed 23.24 million foreign visitors, only 2.9 million of whom are from mainland China, according to Tourism Authority of Thailand.

The figure has disappointed the government, which anticipated a surge in Chinese visitors because of the scheme. In fact, on Friday TAT lowered its projection for the number of Chinese visitors this year, down from 5-7 million to about 3.4-3.5 million, which is quite a drop.

Chattan Kunjara Na Ayudhya, TAT's deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and South Pacific, blamed the lacklustre figures on China's sluggish economic recovery and its pivot to promoting domestic tourism. That said, he remained confident the number of Chinese visitors could reach 8.3 million next year.

While China's economic performance and domestic tourism promotion policy are beyond the Thai government's control, there are several factors dissuading Chinese tourists from visiting Thailand that require immediate attention from the government -- chief among which is Thailand's image as a safe destination.

The recent shooting at Siam Paragon, which injured four and resulted in the deaths of three people, including a Chinese tourist, has damaged tourists' confidence in Thailand's safety. Crackdowns on illegal Chinese businesses and criminal syndicates in the country have also distorted Thailand's image in the eyes of Chinese visitors.

Such fear is reflected in recent media reports, including one by the South China Morning Post, which claimed many Chinese tourists are avoiding Thailand due to fears over their safety -- fears which are further exacerbated by a TV crime series depicting the kidnapping of Chinese nationals in a nondescript Southeast Asian location which many say resembles Thailand.

These narratives, which often include allegations of human trafficking and organ trading, are amplified by social media, undermining efforts to draw tourists into the country. The government must act to rectify the prevailing negative image of Thailand among foreign visitors, for the visa exemption programme won't be effective as long as tourists are concerned about their safety and security.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin met Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Apec Summit in San Fransisco recently, where he congratulated Mr Xi on China's victory at the World Cup qualifiers. It is uncertain whether he made use of the opportunity to seek the Chinese president's support in improving Thailand's image as a tourist destination. Football can indeed serve as a unifying factor, but it would be regrettable if this chance to attract support for a critical national issue was overlooked.
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																Chaiyaphum Pasae, 17, was a passionate advocate for the indigenous rights of the hill tribe people. Six years ago, he was shot dead at an army checkpoint.
After multiple court setbacks, his family's attempt to get justice and clear his name of a drug accusation finally succeeded. Last week, the Supreme Court ordered the military to pay compensation of 2,072,400 baht to Chaiyaphum's mother.

But until the perpetrators receive punishment, justice remains elusive.

The violence against the young human rights defender and his family's legal battle shows systematic discrimination against hill tribe people. The court's verdict, overturning previous decisions, also highlights how judges' understanding of reality can affect justice for the vulnerable.

Chaiyaphum, a Lahu teenager in Chiang Mai's Chiang Dao district, was a talented high school student known for his music, documentaries, and films advocating for hill tribes and the stateless. Some of his work received awards at film festivals, but his outspokenness made him unpopular with local officials.

On March 17, 2017, he was arrested and shot dead at the Ban Rin Luang checkpoint in Chiang Dao. The soldiers claimed they found 2,800 drug tablets in the car he was in. They also claimed the extrajudicial killing was necessary because Chaiyaphum resisted arrest and threw a grenade at them while trying to flee.

Since it is not far-fetched that innocent people might be framed, Chaiyaphum's death raised questions and prompted calls for transparency. The military's refusal to surrender CCTV footage of the incident only deepened public suspicions.

Meanwhile, top politicians, including then Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, defended the extrajudicial killing. Military and police chiefs also condemned Chaiyaphum as a criminal, perpetuating the stereotype of hill tribe people as drug traffickers.

The Third Region Army commander back then, Lt Gen Vijak Siribansop, went so far as to say he would have fired an automatic gun to kill Chaiyaphum in the same situation.

This thoughtless remark led critics to brand him as "Ti Auto" Ti being his nickname and Auto for the automatic gun. He later offered an apology. 

With such powerful figures supporting his extrajudicial killing, the soldiers involved faced no investigation. The police did not file criminal charges. Napoi Pasae, Chaiyaphum's mother, had no choice but to take the military to the civil court.

The First and Appeal Courts absolved the military of power overreach. But Ms Napoi overcame her fear of retribution to fight in the Supreme Court. Her attempt to clear her son's name finally paid off.

On Nov 16, the court dismissed the army's evidence, ruling it as suspicious. This included the absence of fingerprints and DNA on the grenade handle, the grenade being intact without signs that it was prepared for use, and the army's refusal to provide CCTV footage in the area.

In addition, the army checkpoint's report said nothing illegal was found upon his arrest. The testimonies of the three soldiers involved were also inconsistent; while one said the grenade was in Chaiyaphum's hands, others said it fell far from him.

By contrast, witnesses from the local community gave consistent accounts, saying the soldiers attacked Chaiyaphum, who ran for his life without carrying anything.

The court viewed the fatal shooting as unintentional, but still a violation of the rules which the military must follow.

The court ordered the army to pay the compensation with a 7.5% annual interest rate. Needless to say, the fine will be covered by taxpayers.

Chaiyaphum's violent death is part of a larger problem of unjust killings and opaque judicial processes: false drug charges, and dubious or even fabricated evidence, mostly affecting the poor and powerless.

Thanks to his determined mother and support from rights groups, justice is now a step closer for this young human rights advocate.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court deserves praise for breaking the usual pattern of favouring state officials' testimony over villagers'.

It also highlights the need for the judiciary to understand the suffering of marginalised groups facing state abuse to uphold justice.

But the army's actions should not end with paying compensation. It should also release the CCTV recordings, prosecute wrongdoers, and ensure police bring cases to court, to help ensure that such unjustified killings cannot happen again.

For the military, ending its sense of being immune from the consequences of its actions is crucial.

Pursuing truth and justice is not just about honouring Chaiyaphum's memory; it's a step towards a fairer society for everyone, not just the marginalised hill tribes.
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																It's that much-anticipated time when dictionary publishers come out with their "words of the year". In recent times such words have become increasingly depressing. You may recall last year Collins Dictionary went for "permacrisis" which has turned out to be uncomfortably accurate in light of world events over the ensuing 12 months.
This year Collins has chosen "AI" an abbreviation of "artificial intelligence" which the dictionary describes as "the modelling of human mental functions by computer programmes". It all sounds a bit creepy, but you can't escape it -- every day AI is in the news.

In another link with AI the Cambridge Dictionary chose "hallucinate" as its word of the year. Although this is not a new word, according to Cambridge it is regularly being used in connection with AI. This is quite alarming. Apparently just like humans, AI is vulnerable to hallucinations and when it succumbs it ends up producing horrible fake news, causing all sorts of nasty things to happen. Hallucinating robots -- that's all we need.

As my wretched knowledge of artificial intelligence began and ended with a couple of episodes of Dr. Who and the Daleks back in the 1960s it is probably wise for me to now shut up.

The original doctor

Although I never really understood the programme, viewing Dr Who in those early days briefly took up a slot in my weekend entertainment. (My Saturday nights weren't exactly wild.)

The first actor to play Dr Who was William Hartnell who sported a splendid white wig which gave him the necessary eccentricity required for the role. Hartnell said he saw Dr Who as a cross between Father Christmas and the Wizard of Oz. The actor passed away in 1975 and no doubt would be astonished to learn the series is still going strong, with Scottish actor David Tennant being the latest incarnation in the title role.

Untimely launch

I remember watching the very first episode of Dr Who in November 1963 primarily because it was in very sad circumstances. It was the day after the assassination of US president John Kennedy in Dallas and our household was still in a state of shock.

Of course there had been saturation television coverage concerning the tragic events. So the launch of a rather flaky, if not totally absurd 25-minute science fiction show in the middle of all this horrible real-life drama was all but forgotten. As a result they had to show a repeat of the first Dr Who the following week before the second episode.

To think the JFK murder was 60 years ago. How time flies.

Pet peeves

You may have read this week's Bangkok Post report that Thailand has banned the import of green iguanas as they could damage the environment. Apparently iguanas have been growing in popularity as a pet in this country but many have escaped and have been spotted on the loose, particularly in Lop Buri.

Quite why anyone would want to have a pet iguana I have no no idea. Admittedly they have an advantage over dogs in that don't bark, although they apparently make a sort of wheezing sound when they are agitated.

You may recall that some years ago there was a brief fad in this country for pet piranhas. However, all it took was a couple of owners being bitten by the fish to put an end to that daft craze.

Then there was a Thai actress who had a pet python which slept in her bed. She claimed it was well behaved but her boyfriend was less than impressed and it soon came down to an "it's either me or the python" situation. The python won.

Bringing home the bacon

Last week's column concerning the adventures of two English pigs called Butch and Sundance reminded me of a brief craze in Thailand about seven years ago when it became fashionable to have tiny pigs as pets. Many of these cute-looking pigs were bought at Chatuchat market where vendors assured gullible customers the piggies would stay in their diminutive size forever.

Of course they didn't and within a year these cuddly little piglets had transformed into 150kg lumps of blubber. In some cases they kept on growing to about 350kg, not exactly the cute pet they had in mind for running about in their townhouse. The pet pigs quickly lost their novelty appeal and many were either abandoned or sold by their owners, eventually ending up on dinner plates.

Some might argue that anyone foolish enough to buy a pig as a pet fully deserves whatever ensues.

Blame it on Babe

One reason pigs became popular as pets around the world was the success of the 1995 film Babe, in which an orphaned pig becomes a talented farm "sheepdog". One US film reviewer called Babe "a pig so appealing he may have your family swearing off pork hot dogs". Indeed Babe also sparked a surge in vegetarianism.

Even British statesman Winston Churchill had a soft spot for pigs. He once observed: "I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals."

Although he had pigs on his Chartwell estate Churchill did not want to see them come to any harm. He explained to friends he could never have an animal slaughtered after wishing it "good morning".



Contact PostScript via email at oldcrutch@hotmail.com
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																In writing her new biography of Nobel Prize-winning economist Milton Friedman, known throughout his long life for his cheerful endorsement of deregulation and free markets, Jennifer Burns certainly had her work cut out for her. Reflecting on how controversial her subject was, she says that one of her goals was "to restore the fullness of Friedman's thought to his public image". She depicts Friedman, who died in 2006 at 94, as a victim of a "bipartisan assault", besieged by radicals on the left and populists on the right who decry the "neoliberalism" that he so ardently promoted. "As he increasingly came to symbolise a political movement," she writes, "the nuance and complexity of his ideas was lost".
But even Burns has to admit that this attention to "nuance and complexity" was something that Friedman did a lot to discourage. He spent decades fashioning himself into a public celebrity, issuing confident pronouncements on the miracle of markets, whether in his columns for Newsweek or in his 1980 television series, Free to Choose. One famous scene has the tiny, baldheaded Friedman holding up a pencil, marvelling that thousands of people who didn't know one another had helped to create it. The principles underlying such intricate cooperation were "really very simple", he said. Productivity and harmony could be conjured by "the magic of the price system".

To get beyond Friedman the populariser, Burns -- a historian at Stanford University who has also written a biography of Ayn Rand -- devotes a good part of this book to parsing Friedman's work before 1970, when he was still railing against the Keynesian orthodoxy of the day. At the University of Chicago, where Friedman spent most of his teaching life, he edged out the leftist scholars clustered in the Cowles Commission for Research in Economics, shrewdly getting the Rockefeller Foundation to pull its funding from the commission and finance Friedman's workshop instead.

Charismatic in the classroom, Friedman didn't just teach students; he created converts. The eventual result was a faculty that Burns calls "unusually inbred". Friedman may have had to bide his time on the periphery of his field, but inside the University of Chicago, he surrounded himself with a posse of like-minded economists. He was one of the few economists to predict the stagflation of the 1970s, when the Keynesian tool kit seemed powerless in the face of high inflation and high unemployment.

"The more complex the regression, the more sceptical I am," Friedman liked to say. For all Burns' promise to reveal the subtlety of his ideas, what becomes clear in this book is how frequently drawn he was to an insistent simplicity. There was a political dimension. Complicated econometric models suggested that a complicated economy could be planned. But price theory -- which holds that prices are the most efficient mechanism for coordinating economic activity -- suggested that planning is destructive or moot.

Such sanguine glosses on an unfettered market as the best of all possible worlds dovetailed with Friedman's relentlessly sunny disposition. As a child in New Jersey, the only son of parents who immigrated from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Friedman carried himself like "an ebullient and self-assured princeling", Burns writes. He married his grad school sweetheart, Rose, who gave up her own promising career as an economist to raise their two children. From all accounts, they seemed to have a happy, loving marriage, and they even co-wrote a memoir, Two Lucky People. It contains what Burns calls a "sanitised version" of a terrible event that took place one night in 1955 while Milton was on a work trip in India. An intruder broke into the family home in Chicago and raped Rose.

Milton "saw no reason to change his plans, which called for two months abroad", Burns writes, until one of his trusted mentors persuaded him to return home. The detail is astonishing and perhaps telling -- even if Burns largely drains it of emotional force, moving briskly on, in the next section, to Friedman's congressional testimony about the money supply.

Much of the book is given over to dissecting disputes over Friedman's monetary concepts, yet glimpses of his personality do emerge. He was a blithe optimist and, when he collaborated with women in his field, he could be a blithe credit hog. Although he made supportive phone calls on behalf of Anna Schwartz, his co-author on A Monetary History of the United States (1963), Burns also shows Friedman taking ownership of shared ideas and leaving it to women collaborators to do the grunt work.

Burns is a research fellow of the Hoover Institution, the think tank dedicated to free markets where Friedman was also a research fellow for three decades after leaving Chicago. Her biography is far from hagiography. But when she encounters the most notorious episodes of Friedman's life, she is so keen to re-create his point of view that her writing gets windy and protective. She details Friedman's opposition to the civil rights movement, which "casts a shadow on his legacy". Yet here, as elsewhere, she strains to be generous, constantly repeating Friedman's own repeated denials of prejudice. In one convoluted passage, she suggests that his refusal to denounce the segregationist use of school vouchers was, however troubling, a matter of him sticking to his hands-off principles.



"Milton Friedman: The Last Conservative" By Jennifer Burns. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. 578 pages. $35.

Jennifer Szalai is the non-fiction book critic for The New York Times.
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        The aroma of Lush's Library
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									The aroma of Lush's Library

									
								

								Breath of God, Death and Decay, Superworld Unknown -- you can look for Lush's mysterious fragrances at The Perfume Library.
								The British brand launched this concept in Liverpool in 2019 to house scents from its archives, new fragrances and books on perfumery.

Lush's flagship store in Siam Center has been revamped to accommodate its ninth perfume library, whose fine fragrances celebrate art, music, poetry and reflect on life.

The first from its archive, Karma, with intoxicating layers of orange, spices and patchouli, was created in 1995 by co-founder Mark Constantine.

His other compositions include Dear John, which pays tribute to his lost father. The emotional story behind the fragrance can be discovered in his biography Dear John: The Road To Pelindaba penned by Jeff Osment.


[image: ]

Over 50 vegan perfumes and body sprays are shelved at The Perfume Library. A consultation with a Lush expert can help you pick a scent for self-expression or an occasion, and to balance or complement your well-being.


Jasmine and rose meet sustainably sourced ylang ylang in the floral Cocktail -- a spray for a special evening.

Violet leaf, rose and sandalwood oil represent love, a deep relationship and tying the knot in Confetti, which refers to sugar-coated almonds at Italian weddings.

The incense-inspired Breath of God is a smoky perfume that balances light fruity and grounded woody essential oils.

Heady jasmine and ylang ylang combine with sweet rose for the floral Death and Decay while candyfloss and lemon sherbet notes sweeten the gourmands' favourite Superworld Unknown.


[image: ]
The Shower Room enhances the retail experience.



Lush's fine fragrances are hand-blended using ethically sourced essential oils and absolutes. For instance, premium oudh oil is supplied by Thai company Treedom, which uses sustainable practices in its agarwood plantation and oudh oil refinery.


A blend of oudh, fire tree, lemongrass and other ingredients in The Smell of Freedom brings out the rebellious spirit.

Reflecting on climate change, The Smell of Weather Turning opens with fresh peppermint while oakwood absolute and bay oil develop into smoky hay on the skin.

Lush encourages getting Dirty, its bestseller, which is a multi-layered spearmint, tarragon and thyme perfume evoking a breath of fresh air while lavender and sandalwood add floral, woody notes to the composition.

The Perfume Library has a Shower Room to spray the fresh and sophisticated Dirty or other scents and take snaps in the playful photo booth. The olfactory library also features books on perfumery, aromatherapy and other subjects, besides the variety of Lush fragrances and scented products.


[image: ]
Lush's range of scents.



[image: ]
Lush's fine fragrances.
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									Celebrating the silk-lined future of  Thai fabrics

									
								

								Local Thai fabrics will take centre stage during the Silk Festival 2023 which will kick off on Thursday and runs daily from 10am to 8pm until Sunday, at Impact Exhibition Hall 6-7, Muang Thong Thani.
								Held under the "Silk Success Sustainability" concept by the Community Development Department and the Ministry of Interior's Ladies Association, the event is to mark the 36th birthday of HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya and to highlight the Pha Thai Sai Hai Sanook (Thai Fabrics Are Fun To Wear) project.

It will bring a myriad of local Thai fabrics and luxury Otop handicrafts that are certified with the Sustainable Fashion logo. They will be presented alongside other Otop fabric products, accessories, decor items and handiworks.

Visitors are invited to learn the successful stories behind the "Thai Fabrics Are Fun To Wear" project in an exhibition which will showcase the development of royal fabric patterns such as Lai Khor, Nariratana Rajakanya Khit and Rak Rajakanya.

It will also present the story of Sustainable Fashion, which was initiated by the princess with the aim of making Thai fabrics and handicrafts environmentally friendly.

Another highlight will be a showcase of costumes with stunning designs by 13 brands -- Sirivannavari, Archive026, Asava, Janesuda, Irada, Issue, Landmee, Milin, Pyvet, TandT, Theatre, Tirapan and Wisharawish -- as well as two young designers from the "Thai Textile Design Promotion: Phai Thai Sai Hai Sanook" contest, Haya (the winner) and Ameen Studio (runner-up).

They created the outfits in modern styles, using unique Thai fabrics from each community such as praewa silk, mudmee, yok dok, hilltribe fabric, squirrel tail silk, batik, indigo-dyed cotton and loincloth. This reflects the potential of Thai fabrics to be developed to meet the lifestyle of the new generation while preserving Thai identity.

Visitors will also enjoy delicious food from over 30 restaurants and traditional performances from the four regions.


[image: ]
Sirivannavari. photo courtesy of Sirivannavari
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A luxury handicraft. Community Development Department




There is no admission fee. Call 081-877-6969.
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									Cinderella trips onto the Bangkok stage

									
								

								Once upon a time in the heart of Thailand's bustling capital, Bangkok Community Theatre (BCT) decided to whisk its audience away to a magical realm of laughter and enchantment.
								From Friday to Sunday, they are staging a rollicking pantomime production of the timeless tale Cinderella at St Andrew's 107 International School on Sukhumvit 107. The showtime is 7.30pm on Friday, 2pm and 7pm on Saturday, and 1pm and 5pm on Sunday.

Featuring an all-star global cast and directed by pantomime veteran Ian Robinson, Cinderella is set in a world where the enchanting lore of old mingles with a zesty modern twist.

The delightful heroine Cinderella, played by Chaya Gonzales, lives just off Sathon Road with her two ugly stepsisters, Pat and Pong, played by the immensely talented John Wright and Danny Whitehead, and her stepmother the Baroness played by Kate Prior. Cinderella is forced to wait hand and foot in her loud-mouthed stepsisters who enjoy bullying her almost as much as they enjoy terrorising the local male population. All seems hopeless for Cinderella until a chance meeting with a fairy godmother, played by Samantha Jacobs, and a handsome stranger in the woods changes the course of her destiny forever.

For hundreds of years, pantomimes have been a staple of the British festive season. However, there is very little miming involved in a traditional British pantomime. They're loud, raucous and unruly.

Throughout the performance, the audience is encouraged to cheer the heroes and boo the villains, creating a boisterous atmosphere in which everyone is a part of the theatrical magic.

Although this show has a uniquely Thai twist, it encompasses all the traditional elements of pantomime. The audience will be dazzled by spectacular musical performances and brace for the visual onslaught that is the ugly stepsisters.

Tickets cost 1,000 baht (750 baht for children) and can be purchased from ticketmelon.com. Refreshments will be available to purchase on site.

 

[image: ]
photo courtesy of Bangkok Community Theatre



Visit bangkokcommunitytheatre.com.
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									The flight of the Eagle Hunters

									Photographer Jatenipat Ketpradit's solo exhibition 'People And Their World' focuses on ethnic tribes
								

								Ten years ago, photographer Jatenipat Ketpradit, also known as JKBoy, embarked on a journey to Mongolia to capture portraits of the Eagle Hunters Tribe. Accompanied by a local guide, Jatenipat had to go door to door to search for members of the clan as only a few still make a living from the profession these days.
								Last year, Jatenipat held his debut solo exhibition "People And Their World" which showcased portraits of ethnic groups at River City Bangkok. He also released photographs through social media. After that, the location of the eagle hunters became a tourist attraction for both Thai and foreign visitors. As a result, their number has increased as many young people returned to their home village to become hunters. Jatenipat said that from a few eagle hunters 10 years ago, there are now about 20 to 30.

This was the result of Jatenipat's stunning photographs with their flawless composition, lighting and expressive facial representations of indigenous people. Due to the outstanding quality and perfect capture of these moments, the portraits from "People And Their World" won several awards -- overall winner at the 2022 International Portrait Photographer of the Year; platinum award at the 2022 European Photography Awards; and three golds at the 2022 One Eyeland Photography Awards.

Because of his positive impact on the country, Jatenipat has been appointed by Mongolia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a cultural envoy.

"My photographs of Mongolia have been shared internationally and recognised by international portrait awards. Mongolia's ambassador to Thailand, Tumur Amarsanaa, told me that my work has helped to build a reputation for Mongolians worldwide," he said.

"I am honoured that my work has been recognised for its contributions to Mongolians. After I was appointed as a cultural envoy for Mongolia, I was able to access more locations and work more in-depth than before in the country."

With support from the Mongolian government, during the midsummers of 2022 and 2023, Jatenipat captured the visual narrative of the Tsam mask dance in the Amarbayasgalant Monastery, the Mask Museum of Mongolia and several important cultural sites in Mongolia. The Tsam mask dance is regarded as one of the most significant rituals in Vajrayana Buddhism. The ritual, which is held once a year, aims to banish all evil forces from existence.

Jatenipat's photographs bring to life the enchanting sacred masked dance, which is presented at the photography exhibition "People And Their World: Tsam - The Dance Of Gods", at River City Bangkok. The exhibition showcases the preservation of masks and costumes and the creative process of crafting, as well as the ceremonial costumes of high-level Lamas (Tibetan Buddhist monks) in the ancient monastery.


[image: ]
The Lamas Of Amarbayasgalant. Apichart Jinakul



The award-winning photographer came across a Tsam mask when he visited Mongolia seven years ago. During a heavy snowstorm, he stopped in a tent for shelter. The next morning, he discovered that the Amarbayasgalant Monastery was actually located next to the tent. He visited the monastery, which was covered in snow, and saw a Tsam mask left on the floor.


Ever since that day, Jatenipat has been inspired to photograph Tsam masks, but did not have any contacts until he met Mongolia's minister of Education and Science, who is a patron of the Amarbayasgalant Monastery, at his debut exhibition.

"I immediately flew to Mongolia after the exhibition. I introduced myself to the abbot who gave me permission to photograph monks for the first set of the collection. Those monks had never been photographed before. Afterwards, my local guide inadvertently connected with his colleague, Gankhuyag Natsag [GanNa], who happened to be a national artist and mask artisan. We later agreed to collaborate on projects. Tsam masks were destroyed when the Soviet Union invaded Mongolia. Mongolian monks were executed and many temples were burned down. The artisan hopes to have Tsam masks registered as a Unesco world heritage artefact," said Jatenipat.


[image: ]
A Mongolian yurt showcases Tsam masks and other artefacts related to Mongolian culture.  Apichart Jinakul



Since the photographer wanted viewers to have similar experiences to those he had when he entered the Amarbayasgalant Monastery, there is a replica of a monastery gate that visitors can walk through. In addition to photographs, there is a Mongolian yurt (tent) to showcase Tsam masks and other artefacts related to the nation's rich cultural history. To help visitors experience the rhythmic verses and dance movements of the Tsam mask dance, there is a video of this sacred ritual. Next to the video, there are life-size models wearing costumes and masks, some of which are antique artefacts.


Jatenipat explained that Mongolian masks are made primarily from paper adorned with silver or jewellery. The costume along with the heavily decorated masks weighs around 25-30kg. Monks who perform this religious ritual must meet certain requirements including passing an examination on the rules of Tsam. These monks are typically young as they have to perform the ritual for eight hours a day over three consecutive days.

"In the Tsam dance, the Chanban is a representative of high-level monks. He does not wear a mask but instead wears a wide-brimmed black hat adorned with skulls. The Chanban leads the others in a ritual dance that is designed to gather all the evil in the world and destroy it. The most important god is Yama, god of death. I was filming at the ritual and learned that there was a 'no entry zone' where a black box was located for gathering all the evil. I was warned to not enter that space. I could feel the sacredness of the ritual when hearing the chanting," said Jatenipat.

Jatenipat's photographs not only promote the Mongolian people to the world and advocate for a tribe in Ethiopia who call for the protection of their water resources, they also inspire other groups to take pride in their heritage.


[image: ]
The Sacred Ritual Of Chanban III.  Apichart Jinakul



"A tribe living along the Omo River in Ethiopia faced difficulties when a dam was built, altering the river's high and low tides. Consequently, their livestock and crops perished. They wanted me to share their story with others, so I posted it on my social media and will include it in my upcoming book," he said.


"When I photographed the Karen and Lu Mien tribes, some of them said they felt their traditional costumes were old fashioned. However, the photographs of a Lu Mien traditional wedding ceremony in Chiang Rai impressed other tribes in Nan, as all participants wore costumes adorned with a complete set of silver jewellery. The images presented them elegantly. Members of the Karen and Lu Mien tribes sent me messages after receiving positive feedback on the photographs that they felt proud of their cultures."

While holding his debut exhibition, Jatenipat met many viewers who told him that they were impressed with his work. One of them even cried because she felt moved by his powerful images.

"I presented photographs regarding beauty standards in a tribe. While some people consider piercing scary, some tribes believe that it is beautiful. A viewer wrote a message expressing his appreciation for the exhibition, which he said had been eye-opening. Elsewhere, a woman had tears in her eyes because she felt touched by the humanity of a piece. In my younger days, many books inspired me to visit tribes. Now it is my turn to pass on my work so that other people can view it or be inspired by it," concluded Jatenipat.

 

[image: ]
Gankhuyag Natsag, a mask artisan, features in the photo The Old Time In A Ger. Apichart Jinakul



"People And Their World: Tsam - The Dance Of Gods" runs at RCB Artery, 1st floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until Dec 5. Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/RiverCityBangkok.
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									Hope Fair  is back for another season

									
								

								The Hope Fair will kick off the season with a shopping spree of locally-conscious, crafted and sustainable goods made by local entrepreneurs and skilled artisans, at the Ballroom, 7th floor of Avani Sukhumvit Hotel, on Thursday from 11am to 8pm.
								The pop-up market is a great post-work stop to explore boutique local fashion, handmade accessories and enjoy a well-deserved glass of bubbly or wine. It's another chance to meet over 100 vendors hailing from across Bangkok and Thailand.

They will bring a bonanza of handcrafted gifts and mouthwatering delights, perfect for a snack now and stuffing your loved ones' stockings with later.

Prepare to indulge in favourite healthy and gourmet delicacies and choose from an array of exquisite decorations and beautifully crafted children's toys. All-natural, premium wellness and beauty products will also be available.

This Christmas edition will also meet Santa Claus who will be flown down from the North Pole to visit everyone from 3.30-4.30pm.

For the ninth consecutive year, the Hope Fair offers conscious shopping experiences to the city of Bangkok. Its mission is to foster a healthy, circular economy that champions local makers and supports local charities through a joyful event.

As usual, all vendors at the market will be contributing to the HDF Mercy Centre and visitors are encouraged to bring any gently-used items like clothing, shoes or household wares for redistribution to those in need.

 

[image: ]
photo courtesy of HOPE FAIR



There is no admission fee.  Visit thehopefair.com.
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									Longines Legend Diver

									The iconic divers' watch gets a complete makeover
								

								It is immediately recognisable by its two crowns and internal rotating bezel. The new LONGINES LEGEND DIVER is now resurfacing with a 39 mm diameter, faithful to the original 1959 model from which it takes its inspiration. This authentic tool-watch is available with a black or blue dial.
								Longines has always associated its name with the world of sport and exploration, whether on land, in the air or under the sea. As early as 1937, the brand launched the very first chronograph with water-resistant push-pieces, which it patented in 1938, followed by its first underwater watch in 1958. One year later, Longines developed a watch specifically designed for underwater exploration. This came with a revolutionary Super-Compressor case with internal rotating disc and two screw-down crowns: and thus, the iconic design of the Longines Legend Diver was born.

Today, this legendary tool-watch has expanded into a whole line of new models, revamped both inside and out. Presented in a completely redesigned 39 mm case, the new Longines Legend Diver is certified as a Divers' Watch (ISO 6425) with a water-resistance up to 30 bar / 300 metres. The entire watch is also chronometer-certified by COSC (Controle Officiel Suisse des Chronometres), an independent control body. During the certification process, the watch head, with the movement running in the case, is tested for 15 consecutive, uninterrupted days in different positions at three temperature levels to guarantee its precision.

[image: ]

The model is driven by an exclusive Longines L888.6 calibre equipped with a silicon balance-spring and innovative components, offering a magnetic resistance ten times greater than the ISO 764 benchmark standard. This extremely precise self-winding mechanical movement has a power reserve of up to 72 hours.

The instantly recognisable dial has no date and is available in black or blue lacquer. It is topped by a domed sapphire crystal with black metal plating and multiple layers of anti-reflective protection on both sides. The hours are marked by elongated indexes and raised luminescent Arabic numerals. The new rhodium-plated and polished arrow-hands, coated with Super LumiNova(r), mark the time with optimum visibility in all circumstances, day and night.

Another emblematic feature of this model is the internal bidirectional rotating bezel for measuring dive time. The bezel's position inside the case protects it from handling and accidental shocks that could disrupt its settings. The screw-down crown at 2 o'clock activates it on a graduated 60-minute scale, which is located on the case flange and capped at 12 o'clock with a luminescent triangle symbol.

[image: ]

The sleek new stainless-steel case features alternating polished and satin-brushed surfaces. The collection's symbol, a diver, is stamped on the watch's perfectly-angled screw-down case back.

These models are available with a brown leather strap, a blue NATO strap and a new stainless-steel bracelet with a double-safety folding clasp.
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									The season of giving

									Experience the magic of Christmas with these festive hampers
								

								From traditional treats to a local twist, Guru By Bangkok Post rounds up the best Christmas hampers to make someone's day.
								137 Pillars Bangkok

 

[image: ]

 


The festive hampers are designed to promote wellness, in alignment with exercise, diet, mindfulness, expression, restoration, evolution and social pillars. They are filled with high-quality snacks and sweet delights, including Thai chocolate, coffee, homemade festive treats, and non-edible items aimed at supporting wellness such as mindfulness cards, herbal inhalants, organic soap, pillow mist and special additions like a portable water bottle and eye mask created by Artstory. Four hampers in attractive bags: Harmony at B6,400; Balance at B4,550; Well-being at B2,900 and Modest at B1,990. There are also a la carte options with individually priced items. Visit 137pillarshotels.com/en/bangkok/seasonal/joyful-wellness-treasures. The hotel has partnered with Good Shepherd Thailand, dedicated to improving the lives of vulnerable women and children, for  the sale of handmade Christmas decorations. Visit 137pillarshotels.com/en/bangkok/seasonal/gift-in-support-of-the-vulnerable. Call 02-079-7000 or Line: @137pillarshotels.



JW Marriott Bangkok
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Express your gratitude and share the joy with  festive hampers from JW Marriott Bangkok. The hampers feature exquisite designs and are loaded with an extensive array of homemade bakery delights and premium gifts. Available in three sizes, each is filled with homemade culinary treasures, crafted by the Bangkok Baking Company (BBCO). Delight in signature homemade cheese breadsticks, festive fruitcake, oatmeal and raisin cookies, almond long cookies, macadamia nut cookies, 100% natural honey, loose leaf artisan tea and BBCO souvenirs. JW's hampers and goodies are available at BBCO from 6am to 9pm daily. Call 02-656-7700.



Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok 
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The Merry Maa-Lai hamper comes in a chic emerald fabric tote that can double up as a reusable bag once all the 12 thoughtful delicacies inside are consumed. These include Ravishing Collection Chocolate box, Ottavia cranberry panettone, German Christmas stollen bread, parmesan grissini, cashew nut and chocolate chip meringue, edible chocolate Christmas tree as well as assorted homemade Christmas cookies and granola. Craft also whips up its very own quince jam while Bar.Yard presents 2 variations of its famed BBQ sauce, the pineapple and the black pepper as well as the homemade tortilla chips. The Merry Maa-Lai hampers are available at B1,990. Call 02-056-9999 or email taste.kimptonmaalai@ihg.com.  



Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel
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Count down the days until Christmas with exquisitely designed advent calendars filled with 24 handmade pralines, each with a unique flavour and a story to tell. The hotel's executive pastry chef has created a chocolate wonderland just waiting to be explored, featuring classic favourites and limited-edition surprises -- a perfect gift for chocolate lovers. Advent calendars are priced at B1,059 nett. Pre-order and pick up at Mocha & Muffins. A welcome addition to any Christmas or New Year's Eve table, Anantara Siam's signature circular boxes include homemade pralines, signature butterfly cookies and other delectable nibbles alongside premium preserves and local cacao tea and hilltribe honey, with options to add a bottle of Laurent Perrier Champagne, Anantara's Origin Gin or red wine. Prices for the signature hampers range from B5,000-B8,500 nett. Fashion lovers will appreciate the designer leather hamper filled with sweet and savoury treats available for B4,000 nett or a gilded leather hamper for B3,500 nett. The best-selling Mocha & Muffins signature hamper, priced at B2,000 nett, comes with all the seasonal favourites, including chocolate pralines, nougat, cookies and mixed nuts. Festive hampers are available at Mocha & Muffins until Jan 15. Call 02-126-8866, email  festivedesk.asia@anantara.com or Line: @mochaandmuffins.



Mondelez
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Mondelez International Inc, the global snacks powerhouse behind Oreo, Cadbury Dairy Milk, Toblerone and Ritz, spreads joy and adds excitement this festive season. Cadbury chocolates and Oreo cookies are available in special packaging, embellished with cartoon patterns crafted by the artist and illustrator, Seatapron 'Bell' Korwanichakul, also known as "Painterbell". Customers are offered the opportunity to inscribe their own thoughts or messages of blessings directly onto the box, adding a personal touch to their gifts. Customers are invited to collect the complimentary Painterbell-designed premiums, which include cereal cups featuring four unique patterns, two styles of shopping bags and an exclusive eco-friendly cloth bag with any purchase made through OreoTH and Cadbury Dairy Milk Thailand's social media platforms. Each box of Cadbury chocolate also comes with complimentary cartoon stickers, enhancing the festive experience. Toblerone chocolate introduces a unique interactive feature, allowing customers to flip the back of the package to reveal fortune-telling elements, catering to those who enjoy testing their luck or wishing to spread happiness to others. Ritz captures the festive spirit of the upcoming Year of the Dragon, showcasing vibrant red packaging filled with an assortment of products such as crackers, cookies and wafer rolls. These treats are available at convenience stores, hypermarkets, supermarkets and leading retailers nationwide. 



Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park
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This holiday season, treat people with a  stylish hamper crafted by Siam Tea Room at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park. A choice of luxurious bags and boxes are filled with the finest flavours of the season, including beautiful baked goodies, authentic local produce, handmade sweet treats. Two elegant hampers are available: The Queen's Park Hamper (B6,500 nett) is filled with spice English fruitcake, Chistmas stolen, Christmas cookies, dehydrated premium fruits, gingerbread man, chocolate Santa, candy canes, hilltribe honey, mango jam, tom yum roasted nuts, red chocolate coated cranberries, The Siam Tea Room tea box and Penfolds Koonunga Hill Chardonnay. The Siam Tea Room Hamper (B3,500 nett) has spiced English fruitcake, Chistmas stolen, Christmas cookies, dehydrated premium fruits, gingerbread man, chocolate Santa, candy canes, hilltribe honey, mango jam, red chocolate coated cranberries and The Siam Tea Room tea box. Both hampers are available until Jan 15 with pick up at The Siam Tea Room from Dec 6. Call 02-059-5999 or email restaurant-reservations.bkkqp@marriott hotels.com.



Centara Grand at CentralWorld
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Immerse yourself in the spirit of joy and giving with the range of exquisite Christmas hampers from Centara Grand at CentralWorld. Each of these unique hampers is a treasure trove of gourmet delights, including our exclusive house-made passion fruit and strawberry and cranberry jams, delectable nougat, Christmas stollen, marinated olives, aromatic gingerbread, and delightful Christmas cookies, plus a variety of other fine treats. Choose from three beautifully presented hampers: Snow Hamper (B2,900++), Poinsettia Hamper (B3,300++), and Grand Mistletoe Hamper (B6,700++). Hampers can be ordered from Dec 1-25. Call 02-100-1234, ext 6485 or visit Mill & Co. and Zing on the ground floor of Centara Grand at CentralWorld.



The St. Regis Bangkok

 

[image: ]

 


The St. Regis Bangkok's all-new Luxury Hamper Set, available from Dec 1 to Jan 31 at The Lounge, is handcrafted in dark olive leather chest. It is adorned with silver locks, studs and the iconic St. Regis logo, and filled with handcrafted confections and gourmet treats, including Cinnamon star cookies, Christmas stollen and Plum cake. The festive journey continues with a  chocolate Santa, The St. Regis macarons, Traditional mince pies, Mixed fruit jelly and Champagne truffles. The collection is completed with The St. Regis Blend Tea and The St. Regis Bangkok Little JJ Teddy Bear. The hampers are priced at B6,800 nett for the Exquisite Classic Hamper or B6,500 nett for the early bird offer. The Exquisite Luxury Hamper, inclusive of a bottle of Follador Prosecco, IGT is priced at B8,200 nett or B7,400 nett for the special early-bird promotion, valid until Dec 15. Call 02-207-7777 or email fb.bangkok@stregis.com.



Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok
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At Berthold Delikatessen, the holiday hamper is priced at B5,900 nett per set, while the traditional Christmas stollen is B620++ per piece or B1,370++ in Festive Stollen Box. Call 02-095-9999 or email foodandbeverage.sindhorn@kempinski.com
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									Irish author Paul Lynch wins 2023 Booker Prize

									
								

								LONDON - Irish author Paul Lynch won the 2023 Booker Prize for fiction on Sunday for his novel "Prophet Song," a dystopian work about an Ireland that descends into tyranny.
								The 46-year-old pipped five other shortlisted novelists to the prestigious award at a ceremony in London

He becomes the fifth Irish writer to win the high-profile literary prize, which has propelled to fame countless household names, including past winners Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood and Hilary Mantel.

"This was not an easy book to write," Lynch said after collecting his award, which comes with PS50,000 (around $63,000) and a huge boost to his profile.

"The rational part of me believed I was dooming my career by writing this novel. Though I had to write the book anyway. We do not have a choice in such matters," he added.

Lynch's book is set in Dublin in a near future version of Ireland. It follows the struggles of a mother of four as she tries to save her family from totalitarianism.

There are no paragraph breaks in the novel, which is Lynch's fifth.

Canadian novelist Esi Edugyan, who chaired the five-person judging panel, called the story "a triumph of emotional storytelling, bracing and brave".

"With great vividness, Prophet Song captures the social and political anxieties of our current moment," she said.

"Readers will find it soul-shattering and true, and will not soon forget its warnings."

The Booker is open to works of fiction by writers of any nationality, written in English and published in the UK or Ireland between October 1, 2022, and September 30, 2023.

- Murdoch, Doyle -

None of this year's six finalists -- which included two Americans, a Canadian, a Kenyan and another Irish author -- had been shortlisted before and only one had previously been longlisted.

The shortlisted novels, announced in September, were chosen from a 13-strong longlist that had been whittled down from an initial 158 works.

Among them was Irish author Paul Murray's "The Bee Sting", a tragicomic saga which looks at the role of fate in the travails of one family.

Murray was previously longlisted in 2010.

Kenyan writer Chetna Maroo's moving debut novel "Western Lane" about grief and sisterhood follows the story of a teenage girl for whom squash is life.

The judges also selected "If I Survive You" by US writer Jonathan Escoffery, which follows a Jamaican family and their chaotic new life in Miami.

He was joined by fellow American author, Paul Harding, whose "This Other Eden" -- inspired by historical events -- tells the story of Apple Island, an enclave off the US coast where society's misfits flock and build a new home.

Canada was represented on the shortlist in the shape of "Study for Obedience" by Sarah Bernstein. The unsettling novel explores the themes of prejudice and guilt through a suspicious narrator.

The Booker was first awarded in 1969. Last year's winner was Sri Lankan writer Shehan Karunatilaka for "The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida".

The previous Irish winners are Iris Murdoch, John Banville, Roddy Doyle and Anne Enright.
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									Watch Pikachu dance at CentralWorld

									
								

								A troop of 30 Pikachu characters from Japan will invade CentralWorld to give a funtastic dance show today at 6pm.
								This is the first time in Thailand that you can see the sensational Pikachu dance specially designed for Thai fans. It's also said to be the greatest show of its kind in Asia.

The "Pikachu Dance & Parade Celebration" will see the yellow, mouse-like creatures dancing under the 15m-tall inflatable Pikachu and Christmas tree erected in front of CentralWorld. The dance will be directed by a Japanese team.

The event is a highlight of "The Great Celebration 2024" campaign which brings Pokemon, the super cute characters popular around the world, to create smiles to visitors at all 39 Central shopping centres, until Jan 7.

Besides the Pokemon-themed decorations and installation of Pikachu Thunderbolt Christmas trees, the campaign sees the adorable characters on tour to give an evening dance show at eight selected centres and the "Meet & Greet Celebration" session at 30 centres throughout November and December.


[image: ]

Another highlight is the country's first "Pokemon Play Space" pop-up offering a brand-new experience for Pokemon fans to enjoy Pokemon games on all platforms. They include a video game on Nintendo Switch, Pokemon trading card game, Pokemon Scarlet, Pokemon Violet and Pokemon Unite.


The pop-up is running at CentralWorld until Sunday and then will visit Central Westgate from Dec 8-17, Central Ayutthaya from Dec 20-31, and Central Rama II from Jan 5-16.

For collectors, the special "Pokemon Happy Holiday" collection exclusively designed by Central Pattana is available for purchase. Items include 2-in-1 pillow blankets, tumblers, travel bag sets and keychains.

Also, expect to shop for the Pokemon-themed products and dishes from the "Pokemon Collab Collection" from leading brands including Ravipa, Good Goods, Guss Damn Good, Pacamara and Spaghetti Factory.

Those who dine at participating restaurants and cafes within the shopping centres will also receive the limited Edition Pokemon Trading Card Game.

Visit facebook.com/CentralPattanaFanpage.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2692964/watch-pikachu-dance-at-centralworld



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									A festival of reflection

									THINK BOX
								

								The Loy Krathong festival will be celebrated today and many people will head to rivers, canals and ponds to float their beautifully decorated krathong.
								This is a favourite activity for everyone. Considering the fact that all the krathong end up being garbage waiting to be collected out of the water the next day, some may turn to floating a virtual krathong online instead. Me too.

However, I have nothing against anyone who is planning to float a real krathong in the river. It's a wonderful tradition to worship water spirits and show respect to Buddha. It's also on this occasion that people will make a prayer before releasing krathong which are believed to help float away troubles.

It's common for people to only ask holy spirits to help drive away bad things from their lives and bring them fortune, overlooking the truth that everyone can have a good life only if they choose to walk a good path.

Recently, I came across a list of 10 prayers that Acharn Sujib Punyanubhab, one of the most prolific Buddhist scholars of the 20th century, brought up and used as a guidance to remind and instruct himself.

If you want to know what an intellectual man known for having contributed a great deal to Buddhism throughout his lifetime would pray for, here's a summary of 10 of his prayers.

Prayer 1: Let me not be a person who only wishes for good things and waits for good luck, without getting down to do good deeds or striving to make progress for myself. If I'm going to get any merit, it should be because I've done a good thing to deserve it.

Prayer 2: Let me not be a person who forgets myself and despises anyone who might be inferior in position, financial status or knowledge. Let me always be understanding, respectful and gentle.

Prayer 3: If anyone makes a mistake or suffers affliction for any reason, let me not trample on them but be kind to help ease their suffering as much as I can.

Prayer 4: If whoever is equally knowledgeable and capable to me or has an outstanding performance of higher and more honourable excellence than me, let me not feel jealous or worried about their prosperity at all. Let me sincerely rejoice in their remarkable qualities and support them and let me have a pure heart to praise a person who deserves it.

Prayer 5: Let me stay spiritually strong and patient when facing hardships, without whining and begging for holy help. Let me not seek refuge without relying on myself nor become a person who looks for privileges or indecent shortcuts.

Prayer 6: If I work somewhere, let me not take advantage of my workplace or look for personal gains. Let me be diligent and satisfied at working for good results. In case I accidentally use any office materials for my personal affairs, let me feel in debt and find a way to repay them or work longer hours as a compensation. In the same way, let me not take advantage of the nation but be willing to give back in the form of donations to hospitals, schools or public charities.

Prayer 7: Let me not be ambitious or hungry for fame and power but desire peace and a simple life, without having to compete with others. But, this doesn't mean that when I am at peace, I would live lazily. I know well that Buddhism doesn't teach people to be lazy but persevere to make progress without being tied to ambition.

Prayer 8: Let me diligently cultivate loving kindness and a sense of compassion to always help others out of suffering to the point where I can't see an enemy in anyone. Also, let my benevolence goes far to help both humans and animals.

Prayer 9: Let me not be easily angry or hurt anyone. Instead, let me come to my senses quickly and train myself to relieve my anger and get back to normal. Let me be a forgiving person who doesn't seek revenge.

Prayer 10: Let me have knowledge to teach myself about the principles of Buddhism, which aims to elevate our minds to a higher level of wisdom to achieve both worldly and spiritual prosperity. Let me able to practise accordingly and guide my human fellows to happiness.

Honestly, this is the most perfect set of prayers I've ever read and I believe many are feeling the same. Instead of demanding good things to miraculously happen to him, Acharn Sujib was determined to train himself to get rid of every possible flaw he might have and tried to cultivate virtues to his life.

He passed away peacefully in 2000, at the age of 83, but his name commands great respect and admiration from a large number of Thais to this day. This says something about the magic of prayers he left us.

I wish that people will get inspired by his valuable legacy and make their Loy Krathong meaningful tonight.

Patcharawalai Sanyanusin is a writer for the Life section of the Bangkok Post.
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