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As Hamas Releases More Hostages, Longer Cease-Fire Appears Possible



A third group of captives released from Gaza included a 4-year-old dual American-Israeli citizen whose parents were killed in the Hamas attack on Oct. 7.




People waving to Aviva Adrienne Siegel, a released hostage, aboard a bus in Ofakim, Israel, on Sunday.




By Vivian Yee, Isabel Kershner and Aaron Boxerman


Nov 26, 2023


A third group of Gaza Strip hostages, including a 4-year-old American girl whose parents were killed in the Hamas raids on Israel, was freed on Sunday, raising the prospect more captives could be set free and a fragile truce extended.



The 17 hostages released by Hamas, who were seized when the militants raided Israel on Oct. 7, included three Thai citizens, one Russian and the little girl Avigail Idan, a dual American-Israeli citizen who was kidnapped from a kibbutz. She marked her fourth birthday in captivity in Gaza on Friday.



"Thank God she's home," President Biden said to reporters in Nantucket, Mass., where he spent the Thanksgiving holiday. "I wish I was there to hold her."



Much hinged on the latest release of hostages, who were exchanged for 39 Palestinian prisoners held by Israel on the third day of a four-day truce.



With both Israel and Hamas poised to resume fighting at a moment's notice, a collapse of the agreement might have quickly led to a resumption of the hostilities that have already killed thousands of people. It might also have choked off the desperately needed supplies that have only just started making their way to civilians in Gaza.



Instead, late Sunday, responding to an offer by Israel to add one day to the cease-fire for every 10 hostages released, Hamas said it, too, was interested in extending the agreement. Nevertheless, visiting Israeli troops in Gaza on Sunday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed that "we are continuing until the end -- until victory."



Later, in a video statement issued soon after Hamas suggested extending the truce, Mr. Netanyahu said he would welcome that.



Just a day earlier, as a second round of hostage releases was nearing, 11th-hour complications prompted speculation that the deal might be dead.



Hamas and its allies seized an estimated 240 hostages when they attacked southern Israel last month, killing about 1,200 people, most of them civilians. In Israel's responding air and ground attacks on Gaza, which is controlled by Hamas, more than 13,000 people have been reported killed.



On Friday, after protracted negotiations involving Qatar and the United States, Israel and Hamas paused the fighting for four days to allow the hostages to be released and food and other supplies to enter devastated Gaza neighborhoods.



Under the initial terms of the deal, Israel and Hamas agreed to a truce to allow for the exchange of 50 hostages held by Hamas and 150 Palestinian women and youths in Israel jails.



For residents of Gaza, struggling to find food, water, fuel and medical care, the deal offered hope that basic supplies would again be allowed across borders blockaded by Israel and Egypt.



On Sunday, the Egyptian government said that 200 aid trucks had entered Gaza the previous day, including seven trucks carrying 129,000 liters of diesel fuel. It said later that as of Sunday afternoon, 120 more trucks had entered, including two carrying fuel and two with cooking gas, and that the number was expected to increase in the coming hours.



The information that has trickled out of northern Gaza points to a grim struggle for survival.




Palestinians evacuating the northern Gaza Strip on Sunday.




The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for Gaza and the West Bank reports that people in northern Gaza have been eating unripe fruit and the few raw vegetables remaining, and that they cannot find bread. Livestock has been dying for lack of feed, and crops are being increasingly abandoned for lack of fuel to pump irrigation water, the office said.



In scattered interviews before the truce took hold, people in Gaza said they were burning cardboard to cook what little food they had left and filtering nonpotable water through clothing in an attempt to clean it.



Mr. Biden said the goal now was to build on the cease-fire.



"More is needed, but this deal is delivering lifesaving results," he said. "Critical aid is going in, and hostages are coming out. This deal is structured so that it can be extended to keep building on these results. That's my goal, that's our goal, to keep this pause going beyond tomorrow."



In his visit to Israeli troops on Sunday, Mr. Netanyahu said, "We are making every effort to bring back our hostages, and eventually we will return them all."



Television images showed people lining the road outside an air base in southern Israel, waving flags and cheering as the convoy of minibuses carrying 12 of the freed hostages made its way inside.



Their freedom came as accounts began to emerge from hostages released last week.



The freed hostages have not spoken directly to the news media. Most are still being treated in private areas of Israeli hospitals, and much of the information about where, and how, they were held remains classified.



But relatives who have spoken with them said all seemed to have spent their weeks in captivity totally cut off from the outside world, and to have returned thinner than before.



"They were eating, but not regularly and not all of the time," said Merav Mor Raviv, a cousin of Keren Munder, 54, who was released on Friday along with her son, Ohad Munder-Zichri, 9, and her mother, Ruth Munder, 78.



"They ate a lot of rice and bread," Ms. Raviv said.




Palestinians after being released from an Israeli military prison on Sunday.




Ruth Munder learned only after being freed that her son Roi had been killed on Oct. 7, Ms. Raviv said. But she also learned that her husband, Avraham Munder, whom she had believed dead, was still alive, though captive in Gaza.



Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the chief spokesman of the Israeli military, said another hostage, Elma Avraham, was flown by army helicopter directly from Gaza to an Israeli hospital in serious condition. The Israeli military said four others -- one Israeli and three foreign citizens -- had crossed into Egypt.



Within hours of the hostages' release on Sunday, Israel's prison service said it had released 39 Palestinians in its custody.



In the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Ziad Dawoud, 53, had been awaiting word on whether his 17-year-old son, Tariq, would be among those freed. The young man was accused almost a year ago of throwing stones at Israeli soldiers.



When he learned that his son was being released, he said, Mr. Dawoud raced from their hometown, Qalqiliya, to Ramallah, where hundreds had gathered outside the Ofer prison. After his son stepped off the bus of freed prisoners, he said, the two hugged and the younger Dawoud went to kiss his father's feet in a sign of respect.



His father refused to let him.



"I told him: 'Oh my son, my love,'" Mr. Dawoud said.



The prisoner exchanges elated family members far from Israel and the Palestinian territories.



Three of the hostages released on Sunday are Thais who had been working in Israel when the Hamas combatants crossed the border. Among them was Anucha Angkaew, who appeared in a photograph that circulated on social media showing him with three other men being held at gunpoint, hands behind their backs.



His mother, Watsana Yojampa, said Sunday that Thai officials had confirmed that he was now free.



"I'm so glad, so delighted, that no words can explain," Ms. Watsana said.



Anna Betts
, 
Peter Baker
, 
Nadav Gavrielov
, 
Lisa Friedman
, 
Christina Goldbaum
 and 
Hiba Yazbek
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-hamas-hostages.html
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A blast shattered the stillness of a meadow in the Ozark Mountains on an autumn afternoon. Then another, and another, and another, until the whole meadow was in flames.



Special Operations troops were training with rocket launchers again.



Each operator held a launch tube on his shoulder, a few inches from his head, then took aim and sent a rocket flying at 500 miles an hour. And each launch sent a shock wave whipping through every cell in the operator's brain.



For generations, the military assumed that this kind of blast exposure was safe, even as evidence mounted that repetitive blasts may do 
serious and lasting harm
.



In recent years, Congress, pressed by veterans who were exposed to these shock waves, has ordered the military to set safety limits and start tracking troops' exposure. In response, the Pentagon created a sprawling 
Warfighter Brain Health Initiative
 to study the issue, gather data and propose corrective strategies. And last year, for the first time, it set a threshold above which a weapon blast is considered hazardous.



Despite the order, though, things have hardly changed on the ground. Training continues largely as it did before. Troops say they see little being done to limit or track blast exposure. And weapons like shoulder-fired rockets that are known to deliver a shock wave well above the safety threshold are still in wide use.



The disconnect fits a pattern that has repeated for more than a decade: Top leaders talk of the importance of protecting troops' brains, but the military fails to take practical steps to ensure safety.




Dr. Michael Roy collected data from sensors on the operators' helmets and body armor.





Special Operations Command said it now makes operators stand back to protect them from blasts, but none were doing so on a recent visit.




"It's extremely frustrating," said Paul Scharre, a former Army Ranger and a policy expert at the Center for a New American Security who published 
a report in 2018,
 funded by the Defense Department, about the dangers of repeated blasts from firing weapons. "We've known for years that these weapons are dangerous. There are simple things we can do to protect people. And we're not doing them."



Nowhere is that disconnect more clear than on the firing range at the military training center in the Ozarks, Fort Chaffee in Arkansas.



With flames still leaping from the meadow, a few of the Special Operations troops walked to a pair of air-conditioned trailers just behind the firing line, where a research team drew blood samples, strapped sensors to their heads and ran tests, searching for evidence of brain injuries.



Measurements taken by the team from scores of troops over three years showed that in the days after firing rockets, they had worse memories and reaction times, worse coordination, lower cognitive and executive function, and elevated levels of proteins in their blood that are markers of brain injury.



Sensors placed on the operators' helmets and body armor showed that the rocket launcher they were firing -- the 
Carl Gustaf M3
 -- delivers a blast that is often twice the 
recommended safety threshold.



But when the research team finished running tests, the operators walked right back out and started firing again.



Dr. Michael Roy, the lead researcher, said he designed the five-year study to deliver the kind of empirical data that could help the military make better decisions.



"The question is, does this affect performance?" he said. "We are seeing it does." He added, "If you are on a mission and you can't remember things and your balance is off, that could be a real problem."




Days after firing rockets, some troops had worse memories and reaction times, worse coordination, lower cognitive and executive function, according to measurements taken by researchers.





Rocket launchers can deliver a blast that is often twice the recommended safety threshold.




Research by his team and others suggests that troops appear to recover after a few days or weeks, just as people recover from concussions. But, as with concussions, there is growing concern that repeated exposure may lead to permanent brain damage and serious long-term consequences for mental health.



A 
2021 Navy study
 of the records of 138,000 service members found that those in career fields with more blast exposure had an increased risk of developing anxiety disorders, depression, migraines, substance abuse problems, dementia and a number of psychiatric disorders including schizophrenia. And 
an investigation by The New York Times
 found that many soldiers and Marines who were exposed to blast waves from firing heavy artillery in Syria and Iraq came home with life-shattering mental and physical problems.



Special Operations Command said in response to questions from The New York Times that it plans to keep using the Carl Gustaf rocket launcher, but sparingly, because of its "potential negative effects." But the command has taken steps to reduce blast exposure for instructors and assistant gunners, it said, and now requires them to stand farther away when a gunner fires.



During the recent training observed by The Times, none of those safety steps could be seen.



"It's really negligent, given everything the Pentagon knows, that they haven't taken action," said David Borkholder, a professor of engineering at Rochester Institute of Technology.



In 2010, at the request of the military, Mr. Borkholder and a team from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency developed a small, wearable gauge to measure blast exposure.




Small, wearable blast gauges measure blast exposure.





Some Special Operations troops underwent testing while training, during which a research team drew blood samples and strapped sensors to their heads, searching for evidence of brain injuries.




The agency 
fielded the blast gauge
 on about 10,000 troops sent to Afghanistan in 2011, intending to measure blast exposure from roadside bombs. But researchers analyzing the data instead found that 75 percent of the troops' exposure was coming from their own weapons.



"It was hugely, hugely surprising," Mr. Borkholder said. "The danger was us. We were doing it to ourselves."



At the same time, other studies were showing that these kinds of blasts were strong enough to cause brain injuries -- even though they packed just a fraction of the punch of an enemy bomb.



One 
2009 study by the Swedish military
 used pigs to assess brain damage from blast exposure, and found that ones placed in the firing position of the Carl Gustaf and exposed to the blasts from three shots developed large numbers of tiny brain hemorrhages. Subsequent studies in military personnel going through 
explosives
 and 
sniper
 training found evidence of temporary negative effects on brain function.



Rather than expand the blast gauge program, though, the Army quietly shelved it in 2016. The Army 
said at the time
 that it did so because the gauges did not provide consistent and reliable data.



Mr. Borkholder, who founded a company that makes blast gauges but left in 2021 and now has no financial stake, said he thought the gauges were shelved because the data told leaders something they didn't want to hear.



For two years, he pressed the Army surgeon general and members of Congress to revive the program. Without real-time monitoring, he argued, the military was blind to the risks. He said he made no progress.



Merely issuing the gauges to service members might reduce exposure significantly, several researchers said. Time and again in recent studies that equipped troops with gauges and let them see their exposure, the troops have changed their behavior on their own to avoid blasts.



"The enlisted folks are smart," Mr. Borkholder said. "Give them the tools, often they can solve the problem."



That has yet to happen. Though a congressional mandate passed in 2018 requires monitoring of blast exposure, the Pentagon is still studying how to go about it. Special Operations Command said in 2019 that it would start issuing gauges to all its operators, but four years later, only those taking part in research studies have them. 



Special Operations Command told The Times that its blast gauge program was in the "final development stage."




Frank Larkin with a photograph of his son, Ryan, at his home in Annapolis, Md. Mr. Larkin lobbied lawmakers to create a congressional mandate that requires monitoring of blast exposure.





In the field, troops say they see things changing, but not enough.




Frank Larkin, a former Navy SEAL and Secret Service agent who lobbied lawmakers to create the congressional mandate, said in an interview that blast exposure "is an insidious threat that is absolutely affecting our force, and we have to act."



During the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Larkin worked on a Pentagon team assigned to figure out how to counter the threat of roadside bombs. He realized only years later, he said, that he had missed a major threat.



His son Ryan Larkin was a SEAL deployed in combat at that time. He was in a number of firefights in Iraq and Afghanistan and was decorated for valor, but, as his father later realized, almost all of the blasts in his career came from his own weapons: Carl Gustafs, sniper rifles and explosives used to blow holes in walls.



"We think 80 percent of the blasts he experienced happened in training," Frank Larkin said.



After 10 years of service, his father said, Ryan Larkin had been exposed to so many blasts that he could barely function. He couldn't sleep and had panic attacks, headaches, memory problems and a growing dependence on alcohol.



The Navy gave him a diagnosis of post-traumatic stress disorder and treated his symptoms with a host of strong medications. No brain injury was diagnosed.



"He kept saying there was something wrong with his head, but no one was listening," his father recalled.



Ryan Larkin grew increasingly erratic, and was involuntarily committed to a psychiatric hospital after making threats against an officer. Soon after that, he left the Navy when his enlistment ended.



A few months later, in 2017, he died by suicide.



"It is my greatest burden," Frank Larkin said as he recalled his son's death. "I spent a career trying to protect people, and couldn't protect my own son."



Frank Larkin gave his son's brain to a Defense Department brain tissue bank set up to study traumatic brain injuries. Researchers found that Ryan Larkin's brain showed a 
distinct pattern of damage
 unique to people exposed to blast waves.



Frank Larkin pushed to get mandates into military appropriations bills that now require the military to create safety standards, to track and document individual troops' blast exposure and to put that data in the troops' medical records. But he said the military has resisted.



"There is a battle against how we have always done things," he said.



In the field, troops say they see things changing, but not enough.



Cory McEvoy was a Special Operations medic who left the Army in August. While in uniform, he pressed for better tracking of blast exposure so that when career special operators started to fall apart, the military might recognize their conditions as an injury caused by their service.



He said in a recent interview that he was disappointed that there was still no system in place.



"At a policy level, they are talking about all this incredible stuff," he said. "But at my level, I never saw any of it. And if I'm not seeing it, you can be sure a regular infantry platoon isn't seeing it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/us/military-brain-injury-rocket-launcher.html
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Members of Congress Head for the Exits, Many Citing Dysfunction



More than three dozen incumbents have announced they will not seek re-election next year. Some are running for other offices, while others intend to leave Congress altogether.




Senator Joe Manchin is one of several lawmakers in key districts retiring after the current legislative term.




By Kayla Guo


Nov 26, 2023


Eleven are running for the Senate. Five for state or local office. One for president of the United States. Another is resigning to become a university president. And more and more say they are hanging up their hats in public office altogether.



More than three dozen members of Congress have announced they will not seek re-election next year, some to pursue other offices and many others simply to get out of Washington. Twelve have announced their plans just this month.



The 
wave of lawmakers
 across chambers and parties announcing they intend to leave Congress comes at a time of breathtaking dysfunction on Capitol Hill, primarily instigated by House Republicans. The House G.O.P. majority spent the past few months deposing its leader, waging a weekslong internal war to select a new speaker and struggling to keep federal funding flowing. Right-wing members have rejected any spending legislation that could become law and 
railed against their new leader for turning to Democrats
, as his predecessor did, to avert a government shutdown.



The chaos has Republicans increasingly 
worried that they could lose their slim House majority next year
, a concern that typically prompts a rash of retirements from the party in control. But it is not only G.O.P. lawmakers who are opting to leave; Democrats, too, are rushing for the exits, with retirements across parties this year outpacing those of the past three election cycles.



And while most of the departures announced so far do not involve competitive seats, given the slim margins of control in both chambers, the handful that provide pickup opportunities for Republicans or Democrats could help determine who controls Congress come 2025.



"I like the work, but the politics just no longer made it worth it," Representative Earl Blumenauer, Democrat of Oregon, said in an interview. He announced his retirement last month after more than a quarter-century in the House.



"I think I can have more impact on a number of things I care about if I'm not going to be bogged down for re-election," Mr. Blumenauer said.




Representative Earl Blumenauer, Democrat of Oregon, is retiring after more than 25 years in the House. "I like the work, but the politics just no longer made it worth it," he said.




As lawmakers consider their futures in Congress, they are weighing the personal sacrifice required to be away from loved ones for much of the year against the potential to legislate and advance their political and policy agendas. In this chaotic and bitter environment, many are deciding the trade-off is unappealing.



This session, said Representative Dan Kildee, Democrat of Michigan, has been the "most unsatisfying period in my time in Congress because of the absolute chaos and the lack of any serious commitment to effective governance."



Mr. Kildee, who has served in Congress for a decade, said he decided not to seek re-election after recovering from a cancerous tumor he had removed earlier this year. It made him re-evaluate the time he was willing to spend in Washington, away from his family in Michigan.



The dysfunction in the House majority only made the calculation easier.



"That has contributed to the sense of frustration," he said, "and this feeling that the sacrifice we're all making in order to be in Washington, to be witness to this chaos, is pretty difficult to make."



Representative Anna G. Eshoo, Democrat of California, also announced she would end her three-decade career in Congress at the close of her current term. One of her closest friends in Congress, Representative Zoe Lofgren, another California Democrat, 
told her hometown news site, San Jose Spotlight
, that there was speculation that Ms. Eshoo was leaving "because the majority we have now is nuts -- and they are." But Ms. Lofgren added that "that's not the reason; she felt it was her time to do this."




Representative Anna G. Eshoo, Democrat of California, also announced she would end a three-decade career in Congress.




Some House Republicans have reached the limits of their frustration with their own party.



Representative Ken Buck, Republican of Colorado, 
announced he would not seek re-election
 after his dissatisfaction and sense of disconnect with the G.O.P. had grown too great. Mr. Buck, who voted to oust Representative Kevin McCarthy from the speakership, has denounced his party's election denialism and many members' refusal to condemn the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.



"We lost our way," Mr. Buck told The New York Times this month. "We have an identity crisis in the Republican Party. If we can't address the election denier issue and we continue down that path, we won't have credibility with the American people that we are going to solve problems."



Representative Debbie Lesko, Republican of Arizona, said 
in a statement
 during the speaker fight last month that she would not run again.



"Right now, Washington, D.C., is broken; it is hard to get anything done," she said.



The trend extends even to the most influential members of Congress; Representative Kay Granger, the 80-year-old Texas Republican who chairs the powerful Appropriations Committee, announced she would retire at the end of her 14th term. Even if her party manages to keep control of the House, Ms. Granger, the longest-serving G.O.P. congresswoman, faced term limits that would have forced her from the helm of the spending panel.



Few of the retirements thus far appear likely to alter the balance of power in Congress, where the vast majority of House seats are gerrymandered to be safe for one party or the other. Prime exceptions include Senator Joe Manchin III, Democrat of West Virginia, whose retirement will almost certainly mean that Republicans can claim the state's Senate seat and 
get a leg up to win control of that chamber
.



The decision of Representative Abigail Spanberger, a Democrat, to leave her seat in a competitive Virginia district to seek the governorship 
also gives Republicans a prime pickup opportunity
.




Representative Abigail Spanberger, a Democrat leaving her Virginia seat to seek the governorship, gives Republicans a prime pickup opportunity. But most retiring lawmakers are in safe seats.




And Representative George Santos, Republican of New York, announced he would not seek re-election after a 
House Ethics Committee report found
 "substantial evidence" that he had violated federal law. His exit will give Democrats a chance to reclaim the suburban Long Island seat he flipped to the G.O.P. last year.



Many others are likely to be succeeded by members of their own party.



Representative Dean Phillips, Democrat of Minnesota, who last month announced a 
long-shot bid to challenge President Biden
 for his party's nomination, said this week that he would 
step aside to focus on that race
. Mr. Biden won his district by 21 percentage points in 2020, 
according to data compiled by Daily Kos
, making it all but certain that Democrats will hold the seat.



Representative Bill Johnson, Republican of Ohio, said he would 
accept a job as president of Youngstown State University
. His seat, too, is all but sure to be held by the G.O.P.; former President Donald J. Trump won the district by more than 28 percentage points in 2020.



Some members not seeking re-election have determined they can affect more change from outside Congress, where they do not have to contend with the same infighting, gridlock and attention-seeking that now frequently drive the place.



"I think I will have as much or more impact as a civilian as I would as a member of Congress, especially having to be involved in a pretty toxic political environment," Mr. Blumenauer said.



Lawmakers typically do not choose to leave office when their party looks poised to regain power in the next election cycle, and Democrats see an opening to regain the House majority next year. But Mr. Blumenauer, who would be a senior member of the powerful Ways and Means Committee should his party win the House, said he would rather not sacrifice time with his family.



"It's tempting," said Mr. Blumenauer. "I'm going to continue working on the things I care about, but with a renewed commitment to family, friends and fun."



Robert Jimison
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/us/politics/congress-retirement-republicans-democrats.html
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X May Lose Up to $75 Million in Revenue as More Advertisers Pull Out



Internal documents show companies like Airbnb, Coca-Cola and Microsoft have halted ads, or may do so, after Elon Musk's endorsement of an antisemitic conspiracy theory.




Linda Yaccarino inherited falling ad revenue when she started in June as chief executive of Twitter, now called X.




By Ryan Mac and Kate Conger


Nov 24, 2023


X, the social media company formerly known as Twitter, could lose as much as $75 million in advertising revenue by the end of the year as dozens of major brands pause their marketing campaigns after its owner, Elon Musk, endorsed an 
antisemitic conspiracy theory
 this month.



Internal documents viewed by The New York Times this week show that the company is in a more difficult position than previously known and that concerns about Mr. Musk and the platform have spread far beyond companies including 
IBM, Apple and Disney
, which paused their advertising campaigns on X last week. The documents list more than 200 ad units of companies from the likes of Airbnb, Amazon, Coca-Cola and Microsoft, many of which have halted or are considering pausing their ads on the social network.



The documents come from X's sales team and are meant to track the impact of all the advertising lapses this month, including those by companies that have already paused and others that may be at risk of doing so. They list how much ad revenue X employees fear the company could lose through the end of the year if advertisers do not return.



On Friday, X said in a statement that $11 million in revenue was at risk and that the exact figure fluctuated as some advertisers returned to the platform and others increased spending. The company said the numbers viewed by The Times were either outdated or represented an internal exercise to evaluate total risk.



The 
advertising freezes
 come during the final three months of the year, which is traditionally the social media company's strongest quarter as brands run holiday promotions for events such as Black Friday and Cyber Monday. In the last three months of 2021 -- the last year the company reported fourth-quarter earnings before Mr. Musk took over -- the company recorded $1.57 billion in revenue, of which nearly 90 percent came from advertising.



Since Mr. Musk's $44 billion acquisition of Twitter last year, some brands have been hesitant to advertise on the platform, concerned with 
Mr. Musk's behavior
 and content moderation decisions, which have led to a rise in 
incendiary and hateful content
. U.S. 
advertising on the platform is down nearly 60 percent
 this year, prompting the company to try to woo back advertisers in an effort its chief executive, Linda Yaccarino, is spearheading. X is also campaigning for advertisers to return during the holiday period to make up for revenue shortfalls earlier in the year.



The documents, however, reveal that has not been going to plan. More than 100 brands are shown as having "fully paused" their ads while dozens of others are listed as "at risk." Many paused on or after Nov. 15, when Mr. Musk wrote in a post on X that 
the conspiracy theory
 that Jewish people supported the immigration of minorities to replace white populations was "the actual truth."



Leesha Anderson, the vice president of digital marketing and social media at the advertising agency Outcast, said its clients steadily stopped spending on X after Mr. Musk took over and had found alternatives on platforms like LinkedIn and TikTok.



"In today's dynamic marketplace, brands have a plethora of platform choices at their disposal for precise audience targeting," she said. "Therefore, it is imperative for the stewards and proprietors of social platforms to exercise deliberate discretion in all aspects, be it their personal beliefs or political stances, as these choices will inevitably undergo public scrutiny."



The organizations that have paused their ads on X range from political campaigns to fast food chains to tech giants, according to the documents. Airbnb, for example, halted more than $1 million of advertising, while Uber cut back on ads worth more than $800,000, halting campaigns in U.S. and international markets. Both tech companies declined to comment.



Other large brands, including Jack in the Box, Coca-Cola and Netflix, paused some of their campaigns. Netflix's halted ads were worth nearly $3 million, according to X's estimates. Jack in the Box, Coca-Cola and Netflix did not respond to requests for comment.



Various subsidiaries of Microsoft have also stopped advertising -- leading to a potential loss of more than $4 million in revenue for X's fourth quarter, based on the documents -- as have Amazon's units for books and music and one subsidiary of Google. The search giant and some other brands that have paused spending, including 
NBC Universal
, have continued to post content on the platform without paying X to ensure it reaches a broad audience.



Google and Microsoft declined to comment. Amazon did not return requests for comment.



On the NBC program "Meet the Press" last Sunday, the Republican presidential candidate Chris Christie called Mr. Musk's comment part of a recent outpouring of an "outrageous type of hate."



"Whether it's Elon Musk, whether it's professors on our college campuses or students that they are misleading, or whether it's individuals who are speaking out in an antisemitic way on the streets of our cities," he said.



Two days before Mr. Christie's appearance, a super PAC supporting him, called Tell It Like It Is, pulled its advertising from X, according to the documents. A representative for the political fund-raising group did not respond to a request for comment.



In an internal meeting with employees at X this week, Ms. Yaccarino cut a defiant mood. She made no mention of Mr. Musk's endorsement of the antisemitic post and attributed the company's problems to a report by the left-wing media watchdog group Media Matters, which showed that ads on X from companies like IBM and Apple appeared next to posts promoting white nationalist and Nazi content.



On Monday, after Mr. Musk called Media Matters "an evil organization," 
X sued the group
 and argued that its report, which was published after Mr. Musk's statement, "manipulated the algorithms governing the user experience on X to bypass safeguards and create images of X's largest advertisers' paid posts adjacent to racist, incendiary content." Ms. Yaccarino has blamed the Media Matters report for X's declining ad sales.



"Kowtowing to external criticism or pressures is simply not how X will ever operate," she wrote in an email to X employees on Wednesday that was seen by The Times. "The people at X are free speech defenders. We stand in solidarity with those who believe in this fundamental right and the critical checks and balances of a thriving democracy."



Earlier this week, Mr. Musk spent time celebrating companies that have continued to advertise on X, including the National Football League. Using 
a heart emoji
, X's billionaire owner said he loved the N.F.L. (The New York Times largely stopped marketing on the platform in early 2023, though the company's sports publication, The Athletic, has continued to purchase ads, according to a spokesman.)



Mr. Musk also 
noted
 that the company would donate "all revenue from advertising & subscriptions associated with the war in Gaza to hospitals in Israel and the Red Cross/Crescent in Gaza." The funding will include revenue from ads bought by charity groups, news organizations and other groups that advertised content related to the conflict. 



Following her boss, Ms. Yaccarino added to Mr. Musk's original post with a plea.



"Lean in and help," she 
wrote
 on X.



Tiffany Hsu
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/24/business/x-elon-musk-advertisers.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




'Rust' Killing Forces Hollywood to Make Choices on Guns



Real guns or replicas? Blank fire or special effects? The killing of a cinematographer on a film set has some in the industry rethinking their approach to firearms.




Dutch Merrick, a veteran entertainment industry armorer, with two kinds of cartridges often found on film sets. On the left is a blank, which produces a bang and a flash when fired, and on the right is a dummy round, which is inert and cannot be fired. 




By Julia Jacobs


Nov 25, 2023


Scott Reeder, the head of props on "Walker," the TV revival about a gun-toting Texas Ranger, was planning for a scene in which a woman points a revolver at a captive when a new set of orders arrived: real guns would no longer be used in the production.



It was shortly after a cinematographer had been fatally shot on the set of the film "Rust" in New Mexico, when a gun Alec Baldwin had been rehearsing with fired a live bullet. The mood around guns on the "Walker" set had become tentative, and its producers had decided that they would stop using real firearms -- which they, like many other productions, had selectively used for some close-ups and on a few occasions for blank fire -- and would start relying fully on replica guns, including rubber guns and gas-powered guns such as Airsofts.



"I took any conventional weapon that we had off the prop truck and locked it in the safe," Reeder recalled.



In the two years since the "Rust" shooting took the life of the cinematographer, Halyna Hutchins, a divide has emerged in Hollywood over the use of real firearms on film and TV sets. Some productions, like "Walker," have moved to ban them, leaning more heavily on special effects that replicate the flashes and bangs of gunfire. Many other productions continue to use them -- maintaining that real guns look more convincing and elicit more authentic reactions from actors when used to fire blanks, and arguing that the "Rust" tragedy was an anomaly that could have been avoided if the production had followed standard safety protocols.



"Using blank fire enhances the story's narrative; it provides realism and gives the actors something to respond to," said John Navarro, a veteran armorer who oversaw blank fire in "Killers of the Flower Moon." "And if used properly, it's utterly safe."




When "Rust" resumed filming this year after the killing of its cinematographer, its producers decided not to use any more real firearms. Andrew Wert, the film's new armorer, locked up several replica rifles at the Yellowstone Film Ranch in Montana.




There are some indications that the industry could be looking at broader changes. Some insurance companies are declining coverage to low-budget films that want to use operable guns on set, several entertainment insurance brokers said. The "Rust" shooting led to a series of potentially costly civil lawsuits against its producers, and prosecutors in New Mexico 
plan to convene a grand jury
 to see if Mr. Baldwin should be charged again.



And in Hollywood, a team of representatives from the unions and the major studios have been quietly working to revise and clarify the guidelines governing the use of firearms on sets, which are outlined in 
documents called
 Safety Bulletins No. 1 and No. 2, according to a person with knowledge of the process who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the revisions before they are made public. The guidelines were last revised 20 years ago.



Those guidelines will soon have even greater weight in California: Long considered voluntary, legislators sought to codify them for all productions in a law 
signed
 by Gov. Gavin Newsom in July. (An earlier proposal in 2021 would have banned operational firearms on sets, but after 
facing industry opposition
 the Legislature passed a law requiring productions that receive industry tax credits to employ safety advisers to review firearm usage, as well as to require firearms training for people handling guns on sets.)



The fatal "Rust" shooting offered a vivid reminder that many of the guns used on film sets are real. Sometimes they are loaded with inert dummy rounds that resemble real bullets but cannot be fired; that was supposed to be the case in the scene Mr. Baldwin was filming. Sometimes they are loaded with blanks -- cartridges with gunpowder but no projectiles -- that produce a loud bang and a flash when fired. But while live ammunition is almost always banned on sets, real guns can of course also be loaded with real bullets, which is what happened in 2021 on the day Ms. Hutchins was killed.



That is why, in the days after the "Rust" shooting, the Santa Fe County district attorney, Mary Carmack-Altwies, took issue with news reports that had described the weapon that killed Ms. Hutchins as a prop gun. "It was a legit gun," 
she said
.



Blank fire is far from extinct onscreen. In theaters now, moviegoers are watching the female lead of "Priscilla," about the marriage of Priscilla and Elvis Presley, shoot blanks in a scene where her character is practicing with a pistol, and in "Napoleon," about the 19th-century French emperor, actors fire blanks out of period-style muskets.



But since "Rust," many armorers, who are responsible for firearms safety on sets, have seen opportunities dwindle, several said in interviews. And demand has increased for alternatives to real guns. Steven Leek, the co-director of an 
armory
 in Britain that specializes in gas-powered guns, said that he was getting more requests for them -- though there had been a growing interest before "Rust" as well -- and that they were used in "Golda," the recent Helen Mirren film about Golda Meir and the Yom Kippur War.



Dwayne Johnson, whose production company has produced gun-heavy action titles such as "Red Notice," has pledged to stop using operable guns, saying "we won't worry" about how it might affect visual effects costs. The director Guy Ritchie released a movie this year about the war in Afghanistan, called "The Covenant," in which he said he used no real guns, 
telling Newsweek
 that Airsofts "look as good as real weapons."



"There is absolutely no reason for anyone to be using real guns on sets," said Rebecca West, a visual effects producer who has worked on action movies such as this year's Ben Affleck thriller "Hypnotic," which included a final shootout scene with gunfire that was entirely computer generated.



While accidents are considered rare, the "Rust" case has led insurers to take note of the risks. Laura Winn, the senior director of risk management for Wrapbook, a company that oversees payroll and insurance for entertainment companies, said that questions about the "Rust" tragedy have been front and center in meetings with insurance underwriters.



"They want to know, Could a 'Rust' incident happen to you, and what measures do you have in place to ensure that something like that couldn't happen?" Winn said.



The old-fashioned revolver Mr. Baldwin was filming with the day of the shooting was supposed to hold only inert dummy rounds that would look good in a close-up, and he was told that day that the gun did not contain live ammunition. But law enforcement officials said that the movie's armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, had in fact loaded it with five dummy rounds and one round of live ammunition. Ms. Gutierrez-Reed has been charged with involuntary manslaughter and has pleaded not guilty.



Earlier this month, Mr. Baldwin said on Kelly Ripa's podcast, 
"Let's Talk Off Camera,"
 that he favored getting rid of all types of ammunition on sets, and only using guns unable to fire.



"If there are no bullets, nobody gets hurt," Mr. Baldwin, who has maintained that he was not responsible for the "Rust" tragedy, said on the podcast. "No blanks, no dummies and, of course, no live rounds -- that goes without saying, or I thought it did."




The armorer Dutch Merrick, who works on films and television shows, developed a course on gun safety after the "Rust" shooting.




While some of the initial fear has faded, armorers say that they have seen a heightening of safety protocols, including greater care about testing dummy rounds to ensure they are not live and more oversight from studios.



The committee looking at the revision of the industry's safety guidelines has been looking at the "Rust" case and discussing how to more clearly define terms and protocols -- for example, ensuring that a safe area is established for cast and crew while guns are being used.



Dutch Merrick, who was the lead armorer on the second season of the HBO series "Euphoria," said that not long after the "Rust" shooting the production was filming a scene in which a young actor was lying in a bathtub with guns and ammunition. So many production team members asked to inspect the guns and the dummy rounds, he recalled, that he set up tables where he laid out the weapons and demonstrated that the rounds were inert.



Since then, Merrick -- who continued to monitor blank fire on the military drama "SEAL Team," a show that he said can have eight armorers on it at a time -- has developed a class on gun safety protocols. In it, he spends an hour and a half walking students through the gun-related deaths on modern Hollywood sets and what went wrong in each case: Jon-Erik Hexum, 
who shot himself
 in the head with a blank while mimicking Russian roulette on a TV set; Brandon Lee, 
who died after
 a bullet that had been unknowingly lodged in the gun's barrel was discharged amid blank fire; and now "Rust," which, he said, prompted the majority of his students to take his class.



"My goal since 'Rust' has been: How do I get the word out that what we do is safe," Merrick said, "and how do we make it safer?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/25/arts/rust-killing-forces-hollywood-to-make-choices-on-guns.html
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Namzi Mwafi, 23, has one job, day in and day out: find water for his family.



Dozens of his extended family members are sheltering together in a two-bedroom apartment in Rafah, a city in southern Gaza near the territory's border with Egypt, he says. The oldest, his grandmother, is 68; the youngest, a cousin, is 6 months old.



To keep them alive, Mr. Mwafi says he wakes up at 4 a.m., spending hours waiting for water at a crowded filling station. Sometimes, he has to fight to keep his place in line and sometimes there is nothing left when his turn comes.



When he is lucky, he pushes his heavy trolley home through the sand and the family rations the haul to about a glass a day each.



There is practically no gas or other fuel left in Gaza, according to the United Nations agencies operating there, so some people are building makeshift clay or metal ovens to cook. Firewood and coal have also largely run out, so families are burning stripped-down doors, shutters and window frames, cardboard and grasses. Some simply do not cook, eating raw onions and eggplants instead.



"We went back to the Stone Age," Mr. Mwafi said.



In response to the devastating 
Oct. 7 attack on Israel
 by Hamas, the group that controls the Gaza Strip, Israel imposed what it called a 
complete siege
 -- cutting off almost all water, food, electricity and fuel for the more than two million Palestinians living in Gaza. It also launched thousands of airstrikes on the enclave and sent in ground forces to try to root out Hamas.



A brief cease-fire, the first since 
the war
 began seven weeks ago, began to take hold on Friday, and as part of 
a hostage agreement
 between Israel and Hamas, 
dozens of trucks
 with water and other vital humanitarian aid crossed into Gaza.



Still, it was far less than what typically came into the territory before the war, and there was no indication that the freer flow of aid would last beyond the four-day agreed truce.



Before the cease-fire, little humanitarian aid -- far 
short of what Gazans need
 -- had been trickling in. And so, from the north to the south, in tented camps, apartments, schools and hospitals, residents crammed together in ever-shrinking spaces have been struggling every day to meet their most basic needs.



Surviving has become a full-time, perilous undertaking.



Days start well before dawn. Tasks seem simple: Fetch water. Bake bread. Buy diapers. Stay alive.



But people do not always succeed.



Mineral water trucked into the territory in aid convoys has been enough for only 4 percent of the population, according to the United Nations World Food Program. 
Some desalinated water
 is still being distributed in the south, but the north has no potable water sources left, according to the U.N. People who cannot access the scarce mineral and desalinated water rely on brackish water from wells, which the U.N. has said is not safe for human consumption.



Flour, too, is running out and most wheat mills have been bombed, according to the 
United Nations
. Humanitarian agencies have managed to deliver bread, canned tuna and date bars to 
about a quarter of the population
 since Oct. 7, but distribution is hampered by fighting and the siege, the World Food Program said. Some farmers are slaughtering their animals, trading their future livelihoods for the emergency at hand.



The World Food Program has warned that only 10 percent of the food Gaza needs has entered the territory since the war began, creating "a massive food gap and widespread hunger."



"Wheat flour, dairy products, cheese, eggs and mineral water have completely disappeared," in the market, Alia Zaki, a spokeswoman for the World Food Program, said this month.




Filling containers with seawater at a beach in Deir al-Balah for washing and cooking. Since Israel imposed a siege on Gaza, clean water for drinking has also been hard to come by.





Cooking eggplants in the street in Khan Younis in southern Gaza. Sometimes, people resort to eating raw onions and eggplants if they do not have fuel or electricity to cook.




The virtual collapse of the sewage system and displacement of about 1.7 million Gazans, who have poured into camps and crowded into relatives' homes, have also brought on a hygiene crisis and illnesses that the World Health Organization warns could get much worse.



Diarrhea, scabies and lice are 
ripping through the population
, hitting younger children particularly hard.



Shops Are Empty. Banks Are Closed. Power Is Out.



Mr. Mwafi said he graduated from college with a degree in computer engineering a month before the war. He dreamed of a life in Canada as a videographer and had just started dabbling in content creation. His social media before Oct. 7 shows a young man with a bright smile at his graduation, surrounded by friends and family.



His posts were unreservedly upbeat, full of Quranic quotes and pop culture affirmations about positive living, love, friendship and hope. Now they are all about staying alive.



"Our strategy right now is how to survive for the longest period possible," he said.



"If before I had ambitions and hopes for a good future and fulfilling the dreams I had as a child," he said, "now my utmost ambition is to be able to eat, drink water and sleep."



Before the war began, Gaza had been blockaded by Israel and Egypt for 
16 years
, and the humanitarian situation there deteriorated quickly, with stocks depleting just days after the siege began in early October.



"Even before Oct. 7, 70 percent of the people in Gaza were relying on humanitarian aid of some form or another," said Ms. Zaki, the World Food Program spokeswoman. "And the strip had some of the highest poverty and unemployment rates in the world."



The vast majority of shops are now shut or empty, and people are mostly buying and selling goods informally, according to the United Nations. With electricity out and most banks closed, the few who do have funds cannot get them. Even if they could, there is not much to buy.



A Hygiene Crisis Grows



In May, 
Lujayn al-Borno
, 35, her husband and their four children -- between 11/2 and 14 years old -- fled Sudan, then a month into a 
civil war
, for their native Gaza. They knew that returning to their homeland would be hard after 13 years of prosperity and relative stability in Sudan. But they had cash and family in Gaza, so they figured they were better off than most.



They quickly settled in an apartment in the upscale Gaza City neighborhood of Rimal in the north.



Then, on Oct. 7, hours after the Hamas-led attack on Israel, Ms. al-Borno said the family received a call from the Israeli military to evacuate their building because it was going to be hit in one of the war's first airstrikes. They fled for the southern city of Khan Younis and sheltered with extended family in a small apartment that was still under construction.



Ms. al-Borno visits a nearby shop every day, but usually it's empty.



"I go look for food for my children on foot, and I find nothing," she said. "I cry the whole way back home."




A school in Khan Younis where some of the displaced have been living during the war. Gazans have been cramming together in tented camps and ever-shrinking spaces, struggling to meet their most basic needs.





Washing dishes in a camp in Khan Younis. The displacement has helped create a hygiene crisis and brought on illnesses that the World Health Organization warns could get much worse.




But her persistence and the cash she still has occasionally pay off. Recently, she said she managed to secure two packs of diapers for Jameel, her toddler, but only after a long trek to another part of Gaza.



Ms. al-Borno also bought blankets off a displaced family that had received them for free as humanitarian aid, she said. They were so desperate for food that they were prepared to go cold.



Aya Ibrahim, 43, is sheltering with her children in a U.N.-run school in the Nuseirat camp in central Gaza.



"The bathrooms here are very bad. They are all blocked up because we have no water at all," Ms. Ibrahim said. The men and boys, including her two teenage sons, sleep near the toilets, the women in a classroom one floor up.



"The smell is killing us," she said. Some women prefer to relieve themselves in nylon bags in a bucket behind a makeshift curtain in the classroom where they sleep.



Ms. Ibrahim said the United Nations distributed one pack of sanitary pads for the 30 women sharing the classroom with her.



Amal, another woman in the same shelter, said she was so desperate because of the lack of sanitary pads that she had started taking birth control pills to stop her period altogether.



'All Children Are Sick Here'



When his siblings fled northern Gaza, Ahmed Khaled said he stayed behind to keep his mother, who is unable to walk, alive. The Israeli military had warned Gazans to go south, but he said his mother was too frail to move.



"I can't leave her alone," he said by phone earlier this month. "Plus, nowhere is safe."



So, as Israeli shells and bombs landed nearby, he said he moved his mother, his wife and his three daughters into a U.N. school complex in the city of Beit Lahiya, alongside thousands of other displaced people.



Mr. Khaled, 39, said he had been trying to make peace with that decision as the war intensified around him and life became increasingly untenable.




A vast majority of shops are now shut or empty in Gaza, and people are mostly buying and selling goods informally, according to the United Nations.





As Gazans face fuel and gas shortages, some have turned to makeshift clay ovens for cooking.




The family was surviving on rice and dirty water, he said, and the only shop still open had mostly bare shelves. Still, Mr. Khaled said, he had to go out and try to find food.



"I either walk or cycle to the shop, not knowing whether I'll be back," he said.



"All children are sick here," he added. "Diarrhea and stomachache. It's very dirty."



He mentioned the hunger and illnesses almost as afterthoughts, considering the fierce warfare raging around him in 
northern Gaza
.



"Bombardment is all around us all the time," he said.



The day after the interview, on Nov. 18, the school where Mr. Ahmed was sheltering was bombed along with another U.N. school in northern Gaza. The U.N. secretary general said he was "deeply shocked" that two U.N. schools where families had sought shelter were struck in less than 24 hours, adding that dozens of people were killed and injured.



The Israeli military said it was reviewing the episode.



New York Times reporters have not been able to reach Mr. Khaled since.




Rows of tents in Khan Younis. Some 1.7 million people have been displaced across Gaza since the war began.
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Need Therapy? In West Africa, Hairdressers Can Help.



An initiative to train hairdressers in mental health counseling is providing relief to hundreds of clients in a region with the world's least access to therapy.




Tele da Silveira attends to Joseline de Lima's hair in Lome, Togo, this month. 




By Elian Peltier


Nov 26, 2023


Joseline de Lima was wandering the dusty alleys of her working-class neighborhood in the capital of Togo one day last year, when a disturbing thought crossed her mind: Who would take care of her two boys if her depression worsened and she were no longer around to look after them?



Ms. de Lima, a single mother who was grieving the recent death of her brother and had lost her job at a bakery, knew she needed help. But therapy was out of the question. "Too formal and expensive," she recalled thinking.



Help came instead from an unexpected counselor: Ms. de Lima's hairdresser, who had noticed her erratic walks in the neighborhood and provided a safe space to share her struggles amid the curly wigs hanging from colorful shelves and the bright neon lights of her small salon in Lome, Togo's capital.



The hairdresser, Tele da Silveira, is one of about 150 women who have received mental health training in West and Central African cities from a nonprofit trying to fill a critical gap: provide mental health care in one of the world's poorest regions, where counseling remains barely accessible, let alone accepted.



Ms. da Silveira began with gentle questions and encouraging words as she braided or blow-dried Ms. de Lima's salt-and-pepper hair. More careful listening followed, then the suggestions for new braiding styles and walks to a nearby lagoon, which Ms. de Lima described as "lifesaving therapy."



"People need attention in this world," said Ms. da Silveira. "They need to talk."




Ms. de Lima was wandering the dusty alleys of her working-class neighborhood in the capital when Ms. da Silveira realized that she was struggling.




Togo and many other African countries face an urgent need for more, and better mental health therapy: The 
World Health Organization
 classifies its Africa region as the one with the highest suicide rate in the world and some of the lowest public expenditures on mental health. The region has an average of 1.6 mental health workers per 100,000 people, while the global median is 13, according to the W.H.O.



Mental health crises are exacerbated by violent conflicts in countries like Sudan, Somalia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia and in the Sahel region; by rising drug use in many large cities; and by widespread youth unemployment, displacement from the extreme effects of climate change and 
soaring inflation
.



In Togo, a tiny coastal nation on the Gulf of Guinea, there is little awareness of mental health therapy, whether in the seaside capital or its villages in the hilly north. The country has only five psychiatrists for more than eight million people. Families seeking to treat a relative suffering from severe mental health issues often resort to traditional remedies or forced isolation, including 
shackling some with schizophrenia
 in the precincts of religious institutions or clinics.



"Many of those coming to see us do so as a last resort, after they've been stripped of their money by traditional healers and scammers," said Damega Wouenkourama, one of Togo's five psychiatrists. "Mental health remains a foreign concept to most people, including our leaders and our fellow doctors."



To contend with what the World Health Organization has described as a "mental health gap" in developing countries, local nonprofits and international organizations operating in Africa are training nurses, general practitioners, even 
grandmothers
, in spotting mental health troubles, from early signs of depression to post-traumatic stress disorder.




Lome, the capital of Togo. The country has only five psychiatrists for more than eight million people. 




In West and Central Africa, hairdressers have been the latest to join that fight. Hair salons have long been used by nonprofits and community groups as places to raise awareness around 
issues like reproductive health
 among clients and apprentices. Visits there are inexpensive -- sometimes as little as $2 -- and a favored gathering place among women.



Mental health professionals are now providing hairdressers three days of training in which they learn how to ask open-ended questions, spot nonverbal signs of distress like headaches or disheveled clothes and, critically, how not to gossip or give detrimental advice.



In interviews, half a dozen hairdressers said that as clients get their hair unbraided or add hair extensions, many shared their financial struggles or emotional pain around the loss of a loved one. More often, though, clients refer to having "household problems" -- a euphemism for domestic violence.



"Clients come and cry in front of us -- we hear everything," said Adama Adaku, a buoyant hairdresser with a wide smile and braids made of red wool, who took part in the mental health training.



The training is organized by the 
Bluemind Foundation
, the brainchild of Marie-Alix de Putter, a French-Cameroonian entrepreneur who underwent years of psychiatric treatment after her husband, a teacher and humanitarian worker, was killed in 2012 while they lived in Cameroon. Her hairdresser was by her side in the hours that followed his death, Ms. de Putter said in an interview in Lome last month.




Adama Adaku attending to a customer at her salon. She is one of the hairdressers who have been trained in Lome as mental health ambassadors.




When she designed the program in 2018, Ms. de Putter looked at where African women spent their time. "Society expects them to be beautiful, and hair often comes first," Ms. de Putter said. "We go where women are."



Some 150 hairdressers have so far received the honorary title of "mental health ambassador" by Ms. de Putter's organization after undergoing the training in Lome and in Ivory Coast and Cameroon. Ghana, Rwanda and Senegal are next.



Because they are not professional counselors, hairdressers often refer struggling clients to trained therapists. But most of the hairdressers said that their clients found therapy too expensive -- a session can cost at least $15 in a country where more than a quarter of the population lives on less than $2.15 a day and where access to health insurance is unequal.



Several African countries have in the past decade pledged to better tackle mental health disorders. Last year, Uganda's Health Ministry 
reported
 that nearly one in three Ugandans suffered from mental health problems. Countries like 
Sierra Leone
 and 
Ghana
 have vowed to replace shackles with professional treatments. Mental health care often comes last, or is entirely neglected, as it is in many countries in the global south. 



"People are becoming aware of mental health issues," said Dr. Sonia Kanekatoua, Togo's only female psychiatrist. "But social stigma remains."




Dr. Sonia Kanekatoua, one of Togo's five psychiatrists, and the only woman.




On a recent morning, she and three of Togo's other psychiatrists traveled to a rural area two hours north of the capital to set up an open-door clinic that takes place twice a year. they listen to patients in consultation rooms or under the towering mango trees in the dusty courtyard. For hours, the psychiatrists received people suffering from depression, stress and addictions, among other issues.



Back in Lome, Ms. de Lima now comes a few times a month to Ms. da Silveira's salon, a block away from her home. Ms. de Lima, 54, has heeded her hairdresser's advice to listen to religious music -- both are Christians -- and has resumed soothing walks to the nearby lagoon that she previously hadn't had the energy to reach. She said she was hoping to sell a plot of land and use some of the proceeds for therapy, on the recommendation of her hairdresser.



"She saw something in me that I couldn't get out," Ms. de Lima said, wearing a flowery outfit as Ms. da Silveira combed her hair.



Providing counseling has taken a toll on the mental health of some of the hairdressers, even though they themselves get therapy once a month courtesy of the Bluemind Foundation.



"I can listen and do some talking, but comes a point where I can't help anymore," said Ms. da Silveira one morning as she sat outside her salon. She said that she herself had suffered from depression.



Puppies were playing at her feet with a tuft of fake hair. A client was waiting inside. With a soft smile, Ms. da Silveira asked, "Why does it feel like everyone suffers from mental health issues?"




Ms. da Silveira and Ms. de Lima.
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Global Health



Unvaccinated and Vulnerable: Children Drive Surge in Deadly Outbreaks



About 60 million "zero-dose children" have not received any vaccines and have aged out of routine immunization programs. Protecting them will require a costly vaccination blitz.




Deborah Sebi, right, a nurse at a mobile clinic in Teshie, a fishing village in Ghana, prepared an immunization for Rebecca Bamembaye's 3-month-old, Doris.




By Stephanie Nolen


Nov 25, 2023


Large outbreaks of diseases that primarily kill children are spreading around the world, a grim legacy of disruptions to health systems during the Covid-19 pandemic that have left more than 60 million children without a single dose of standard childhood vaccines.



By midway through this year, 47 countries were reporting serious measles outbreaks, compared with 16 countries in June 2020. Nigeria is currently facing the largest diphtheria outbreak in its history, with more than 17,000 suspected cases and nearly 600 deaths so far. Twelve countries, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, are reporting circulating polio virus. 



Many of the children who missed their shots have now aged out of routine immunization programs. So-called "zero-dose children" 
account for nearly half of all child deaths from vaccine-preventable illnesses
, according to Gavi, the organization that helps fund vaccination in low- and middle-income countries.



An additional 85 million children are under-immunized as a result of the pandemic -- that is, they received only part of the standard course of several shots required to be fully protected from a particular disease.



The cost of the failure to reach those children is fast becoming clear. Deaths from measles rose 43 percent (to 136,200) in 2022, compared with the previous year, according to 
a new report
 from the World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The figures for 2023 indicate that 
the total could be twice as high again
.



"The decline in vaccination coverage during the Covid-19 pandemic led us directly to this situation of rising diseases and child deaths," said Ephrem Lemango, associate director of immunization for UNICEF, which supports delivery of vaccines to almost half the world's children every year. "With each new outbreak, the toll on vulnerable communities rises. We need to move fast now and make the investment needed to catch up the children that were missed during the pandemic."




Mothers and babies waiting for shots in Accra, Ghana.




One of the biggest challenges is that the children who missed their first shots between 2020 and 2022 are now older than the age group typically seen routinely at primary health care centers and in normal vaccination programs. Reaching and protecting them from diseases that can easily turn fatal in countries with the most fragile health systems will require an extra push and new investment.



"If you were born within a certain period of time, you were missed, full stop, and you're not going to get caught just by restoring normal services," said Lily Caprani, UNICEF's chief of global advocacy.



UNICEF is asking Gavi for $350 million to purchase vaccines to try to reach those children. Gavi's governing board will consider the request next month.



Unicef is urging countries to implement a catch-up vaccination blitz, an exceptional, one-time program to reach all the children between the ages of 1 and 4 who were missed.



Many developing countries have some experience of carrying out catch-up campaigns for measles, targeting children between 1 and 5, or even 1 and 15, in response to outbreaks. But now those countries also need to deliver the other vaccines and train personnel -- typically community health workers who are only accustomed to vaccinating babies -- and to procure and distribute the actual vaccines.



Dr. Lemango said that despite the urgency of the situation, it had been a struggle to get plans for such campaigns in place and that he hoped most could come together in 2024.



"Coming out of the pandemic, there was this hangover -- no one wanted to do campaigns," he said. "Everyone wants to return to normalcy and do regular strengthening of immunization. But we already had unfinished business."



In some countries, such as Brazil, Mexico and Indonesia, health systems have recovered from severe Covid disruption and have regained or even surpassed the levels of vaccination coverage they had reached before the pandemic. But others -- mostly countries where vaccination rates were already considerably lower than the targets set by UNICEF -- have not caught up to their previously lower levels.



The countries with the most zero-dose children include Nigeria, Ethiopia, India, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Pakistan. Many with the lowest levels of coverage are facing compounding challenges, such as the civil conflicts in Syria, Ethiopia and Yemen; the growing population of climate refugees in Chad; and both of those problems in Sudan.




Priscilla Obiri, a community health nurse in charge of vaccinations at the Teshie clinic in Accra.




Ghana's experience is representative of the challenges of many lower-income countries. Parents couldn't take their children for routine shots when communities were locked down to protect against Covid, and when those restrictions were lifted, many parents still stayed away because of fear of infection, said Priscilla Obiri, a community health nurse in charge of vaccinations in low-income fishing communities on the edge of the capital, Accra.



Of the children Ms. Obiri sees these days at a typical pop-up vaccination clinic, where she sets up a table and a few chairs in the shade at a crossroads, as many as a third will have incomplete vaccinations, or sometimes none at all, she said. She agrees on a plan with their mothers to make up the gap.



But some parents don't, or can't, bring their children to a clinic. "We must go out to the community and hunt for them," she said.



As Ms. Obiri and her colleagues attempt to regain that lost ground, they face another challenge: disinformation campaigns and hesitation about Covid vaccines have spilled over and eroded some of the traditional eagerness that parents had to get their children routine immunizations, according to the Vaccine Confidence Project, a long-running research initiative at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.



"In 55 countries, there was a precipitous drop between 2015 and 2022 in the number of people who said that routine immunization is important for children," said the project's director, Heidi Larson, whose team collected what she described as "robust global polling data" in more than 100 nationally representative surveys.



Even as people around the world were seeking information about vaccines, there was a surge in mis- and disinformation, she said, and people with low trust in officials and official guidance were particularly vulnerable to believing alternative sources of information.



In 2015, 95 percent of Ghanaian parents said they believed vaccines were safe. That figure 
plunged to 67 percent of parents in 2022
. It had climbed back to 83 percent by October of this year.




Ms. Sebi carried immunizations in a refrigerated box on her way to set up the Teshie mobile clinic.




Dr. Kwame Amponsah-Achiano, who oversees the childhood immunization program in Ghana, said he did not believe that confidence had fallen during the Covid pandemic. Demand remains high and has outstripped the program's ability to supply in some areas, he said.



Ms. Caprani said UNICEF had found that both problems were occurring in parallel.



"You can have demand outstripping not just physical supply, but also outstripping access -- convenient, affordable, reachable access -- and simultaneously see some declining confidence," she said. "It's not necessarily the same people."



Last year, 22 million children missed the routine measles vaccination given in their first year of life -- 2.7 million more than in 2019 -- while an additional 13.3 million did not receive their second doses. To reach herd immunity, and prevent outbreaks, 95 percent of children must have both doses. Measles acts as an early warning system for gaps in immunization, because it is highly transmissible.



"There are communities where an outbreak of measles is a bad thing, and there are communities where it's a death sentence, because of the combination of other risk factors such as poor malnutrition, poor access to health care, poor access to clean water," Ms. Caprani said.
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Police Arrest Suspect in Shooting of 3 Palestinian Students in Vermont



The three college students were on their way to dinner on Saturday night when the shooting occurred.



By Emma Bubola, Amanda Holpuch and Rebecca Carballo


Nov 26, 2023


The police in Burlington, Vt., have arrested a suspect in the shooting of three students of Palestinian descent that the city's mayor said was being investigated as a possible hate crime.



The suspect, identified by the police as Jason J. Eaton, 48, was expected to be arraigned Monday in connection with the shooting of the students, three men in their 20s who attend American universities. They were shot and wounded on Saturday by a white man with a handgun while they were walking near the University of Vermont, the police said. Two of the victims were wearing Palestinian kaffiyehs, a traditional headdress.



The young men told family members they were speaking a hybrid of English and Arabic before the man shot at them four times without saying anything before the attack, according to a family spokeswoman.



Two of the victims were in stable condition, the authorities said. The third sustained much more serious injuries.



In a statement after the arrest, the police said authorities had conducted a search of Mr. Eaton's residence, adding that the shooting occurred in front of his apartment building.



No other details were available, but earlier on Sunday, the chief of the Burlington police, Jon Murad, said that, "In this charged moment, no one can look at this incident and not suspect that it may have been a hate-motivated crime."



Mayor Miro Weinberger of Burlington added in an earlier statement that the possibility that the shooting could have been motivated by hate was "chilling" and that the investigation was focusing on that.



It was unclear early Monday whether Mr. Eaton had legal representation. The Burlington police said earlier Sunday that other than the fact that the students are of Palestinian descent and that two of them were wearing a kaffiyeh, they had "no additional information to suggest the suspect's motive."



And Mr. Murad earlier had urged the public to avoid drawing conclusions.



The Burlington police did not release the names of the victims but said that two of them are American citizens and the third is a legal resident. The families of the men identified them in a statement as Hisham Awartani, Kinnan Abdalhamid and Tahseen Ahmed.



The Ramallah Friends School, a private school in the West Bank, said 
in a Facebook post
 that all three men had been students there. They are now juniors in college. Mr. Awartani studies at Brown University, Mr. Abdalhamid at Haverford College in Pennsylvania and Mr. Ahmed at Trinity College in Connecticut.



The three were walking to the house of Mr. Awartani's grandmother for dinner, according to Marwan Awartani, a great-uncle and a former education minister of the Palestinian Authority. He said that the three took a picture together and sent it to Hisham's parents minutes before they left for dinner.



Marwan Awartani added that the bullet that hit Hisham touched his spinal cord and that he lost feeling in the lower part of his body. He remained hospitalized on Sunday evening and was "expected to survive his injuries," according to a statement from Christina H. Paxson, the president of Brown University.



Mr. Ahmed was shot in the chest, and Mr. Abdalhamid had minor injuries, according to a statement from the families of the victims.



The families urged authorities to investigate the shooting as a hate crime.



"Why would anyone shoot kids who were wearing Palestinian kaffiyeh?" Marwan Awartani said in an interview.



Nikolas P. Kerest, the U.S. attorney for the District of Vermont, said in 
a statement
 that his office would work with the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division to determine if the shooting constituted a federal crime.



The Council on American-Islamic Relations said that its offices have seen a huge rise in reports of anti-Muslim or anti-Arab bias since Oct. 7, the day that Hamas attacked Israel. The Anti-Defamation League said 
in late October
 that there also had been a considerable increase in reported cases of antisemitic harassment, vandalism and assault compared with the year before.



"This has to stop," Husam Zomlot, head of the Palestinian Mission to the United Kingdom and a friend of the families, said in a phone call on Sunday, pointing to the 
6-year-old boy who was fatally stabbed
 last month in Illinois in what authorities said was an anti-Muslim attack.



The federal government opened discrimination investigations 
this month
 at half a dozen universities following complaints about anti-Muslim and antisemitic harassment. The Biden administration opened the investigations as part of "efforts to take aggressive action to address the alarming nationwide rise in reports of antisemitism, anti-Muslim, anti-Arab and other forms of discrimination." 



The White House said on Sunday that President Biden was briefed on the students and would continue to receive updates.



On X, the platform previously known as Twitter, Senator 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont said
 it was "deeply upsetting that three young Palestinians were shot here in Burlington, VT. Hate has no place here, or anywhere. I look forward to a full investigation."



Livia Albeck-Ripka
 contributed reporting.
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How 1.2 Million Marijuana Arrests Will Shape New York's Legal Market



A new map illustrating 42 years of marijuana arrests documents the way that New York disproportionately targeted working-class, Black and Hispanic people for decades.




Justin Sullivan grew up in a New York City neighborhood that was an epicenter of drug arrests. Now the experience could help propel him into the legal cannabis market. 




By Ashley Southall


Nov 24, 2023


For young Black men like Justin Sullivan, growing up in Harlem in the 2000s came with regular harassment from the police, making it risky to use marijuana. But when he started making white friends who also smoked weed, he learned that they were not under the same scrutiny.



"That's when I started seeing how I was vilified for cannabis," Mr. Sullivan, now 34, said in an interview.



Included with New York's legalization of weed in 2021 was a central promise to give back to communities that were most harmed by the war on drugs. Now, state cannabis regulators have created 
an interactive map
 from 1.2 million marijuana arrests conducted across the state over the last four decades as a guide to which neighborhoods qualify.



Mr. Sullivan's distressing experience could give him an advantage as he seeks one of at least 1,000 licenses that cannabis regulators in New York State plan to hand out early next year in a broad expansion of the legal market. Harlem, once a hotbed of drug arrests, is pinpointed in the mapping tool as a leading candidate for redress.



New York set a goal for half of all licenses to be awarded to applicants from the hardest-hit neighborhoods, along with women, racial and ethnic minority applicants, distressed farmers and service-disabled veterans. Regulators will use the map to help determine if applicants qualify as belonging to a disproportionately affected community. And it serves as a clear reminder of how drug enforcement arrests in New York have been concentrated in low-income, Black and Latino communities.



"This wasn't darts on a wall," said Tabatha Robinson, the director of economic development, policy and research of the Office of Cannabis Management, the state agency that released the mapping tool last month and regulates the recreational weed market.



Across the country, from California to Massachusetts, similar efforts to make the industry more inclusive have struggled. It has been no different in New York, where an interim dispensary licensing program has been 
halted
 since August by a lawsuit from veterans who say they were illegally excluded.



Researchers who put together the mapping tool analyzed the home addresses of all people arrested in New York State from 1980 through 2021. Enforcement in some neighborhoods was as much as 10 times higher than it would have been if arrests had been evenly distributed across the state, according to Damian Fagon, the state's chief equity officer for cannabis.



New York City accounted for most of the arrests -- about 1 million. The places with the most disproportionate arrest rates were all in the city: a jagged stretch of Brownsville, a boxy tract anchored by a major public hospital in East Flatbush and a triangular expanse of East Harlem surrounding the Robert F. Wagner Houses.



Arrests in the city were highest in the 2000s and early 2010s, during the peak era of stop and frisk, a period when police conducted millions of 
mostly unlawful
 stops targeting Black and Latino men.



Researchers have found 
stark racial disparities in arrests
 that could not be fully explained by the police's persistent claims that they were driven by emergency calls and community complaints and not racial bias.



While the sum of marijuana arrests contributing to the map is staggering, it may be missing millions more encounters. The data set does not include stops where officers issued criminal summonses or wrote tickets for small infractions, where they took no action at all or where they used marijuana as a pretext but the stop did not result in a charge.



Mr. Fagon acknowledged the map's limitations, but he said he believed it still captured the areas most harmed by marijuana arrests and provided people who have lived in those places with a pathway into the legal industry.



The state designated 40 percent of cannabis sales tax revenues to fund reinvestment grants in the places where arrests were high. People who have lived for certain periods in those areas can get priority consideration for business licenses, discounts halving application and licensing fees and financial assistance, training and help with operations.




Damian Fagon, New York State's chief equity officer for cannabis, is among the state regulators who compiled a map of drugs arrests to help identify the areas most targeted by aggressive policing. 




Besides serving as a guide, the map will also serve to track whether the state is keeping its commitments. Henry Louis Taylor, an urban studies professor at the University at Buffalo, said the map will help determine whether business and job opportunities in the cannabis industry are flowing to where they're needed the most. It will also be useful for assessing whether future reinvestment initiatives, like job training and health care programs, make a meaningful difference, he said.



"We're going to be able to see whether or not, and to what extent, these communities are going to benefit from the legalization of marijuana," he said. "So I think this is hugely important and significant."



But the cannabis sales those initiatives depend on have lagged amid New York's slow and chaotic rollout. Just 27 adult-use dispensaries have opened across the state since last December, though sales reached $83 million in the first nine months with the help of new 
farmers' markets
.



The new round of licensing is separate from the earlier, interim program that awarded 463 dispensary licenses to certain nonprofits and to people with prior marijuana convictions or their close relatives, which is now on hold. Regulators also plan to issue licenses for cultivators, processors, distributors and craft businesses that typically have five employees or fewer and can grow, process and sell their own products.



Mr. Sullivan, who plans to vie for one of the 1,000 new licenses, said his family wants to open a dispensary in a barbershop they have owned in Harlem for nearly 60 years. It would be on Frederick Douglass Boulevard in a stretch of Harlem where cannabis arrests rates have been four to six times higher than the state average.



Mr. Sullivan has never been arrested. But as a Harlem resident for many years he is eligible for extra consideration by cannabis regulators. He is also what the state calls a "legacy" dealer, someone who was part of the marijuana industry before legalization -- a group that officials are keen on drawing into the legal market.



Mr. Sullivan's maternal grandfather opened the barbershop in 1964 after migrating from Georgia. He became a successful businessman, obtaining several rental properties and opening the shop before he was sent to prison for six years in the late 1970s on charges that included marijuana distribution, his family said.



Harlem has changed since then, with famous landmarks like the Renaissance Ballroom and Lenox Lounge now home to retail chains, banks, and luxury homes that are out of reach for many longtime residents. Mr. Sullivan's family has held on to the barbershop building, and they've turned a former speakeasy in the back room into a space for cannabis workshops.



"Our neighborhood's disappearing," said Phillip Ellison, 37, Mr. Sullivan's step-cousin and business partner, and a lecturer in entrepreneurship at Tufts University. "So we're lucky to have the privilege of having space."
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Marty Krofft, Who Created Fantastical TV Shows With Brother, Dies at 86



With Sid Krofft, he produced children's shows, like "H.R. Pufnstuf," and prime time programs, including "Donny & Marie."




Marty Krofft, left, with his brother Sid, center, and Jack Wild on the set of "H.R. Pufnstuf." "He's our Mickey Mouse," Mr. Krofft said of the show's lead character, seen in the background. 




By Daniel E. Slotnik


Nov 26, 2023


Marty Krofft, who, with his brother Sid, created a string of television shows that captured audiences from Saturday morning to prime time, including fantastical children's fare, like "H.R. Pufnstuf" and "Land of the Lost," and variety shows, like "Donny and Marie," died on Saturday in Los Angeles. He was 86.



His publicist, Harlan Boll, said the cause was kidney failure.



The Kroffts said they came from a line of puppeteers, and Sid, who as a child traveled the world performing an elaborate puppet show, was usually the creative force behind the partnership.



But Krofft shows, which featured extravagant puppets and scenery, were often expensive to produce and sometimes had premises that could be a hard sell; one show, for instance, focused on magical, talking hats. Marty's business acumen and ability to woo studio executives ensured that some of the strangest programs ever to appear on the small screen actually got made.



"Sid was always 'the artist,'" Marty was quoted as saying in "Pufnstuf & Other Stuff: The Weird and Wonderful World of Sid & Marty Krofft" (1998), by the critic David Martindale. "He never did have a business sense. So I came in and filled that vacuum."



The shows often had psychedelic sets and a trippy feel, leading many older viewers to read drug references in them. The Kroffts said that had never been their intention.



The first Krofft television show, debuting on NBC in 1969, was "H.R. Pufnstuf," which was about a boy who is spirited away to a magical island by a witch who wants to steal his talking flute. On the island the boy meets H.R. Pufnstuf, the dragon mayor of a town where virtually all the animals and objects can speak. Pufnstuf and island denizens try to help the boy get home in spite of the machinations of the witch and her doltish minions.



Only 17 episodes were filmed, but they aired as reruns for years and in time inspired a made-for-TV movie, an ice show and extensive children's merchandise.



"He's our Mickey Mouse," Mr. Krofft said of Pufnstuf.



"Pufnstuf's" success also proved to studios that far-out Krofft programs could draw viewers.




"Sid was always 'the artist,'" Marty Krofft said. "He never did have a business sense. So I came in and filled that vacuum."







The Kroffts went on to produce "Sigmund and the Sea Monsters," about a tentacled lump of seaweed who befriends humans; "The Bugaloos," about a rock group made up of teenage insects; and "Lidsville," about the hats.



Those shows were all lighthearted fantasy. The next show the Kroffts produced, "Land of the Lost," was more serious.



In "Lost," which premiered on NBC in 1974, a family plunges into another dimension populated by dinosaurs, primates called Pakuni and dangerous lizard-men called Sleestaks. Like "Pufnstuf," the show was about the family's attempts to get home while navigating their strange new surroundings.



Episodes were written by seasoned science fiction writers like 
Ben Bova
, Larry Niven and Norman Spinrad, and a linguist developed a language of sorts for the Pakuni.



The Kroffts produced new episodes of "Lost" until 1977, and simultaneously made several other children's shows, which starred, among others, the actors 
Bob Denver
 ("Far Out Space Nuts"), Ruth Buzzi and 
Jim Nabors
 (both in "The Lost Saucer").




A scene from the Kroffts' show "Lidsville," which aired in 1971 and focused on magical, talking hats. It starred Butch Patrick, center, with his armed raised.




They also went into prime time with the popular variety show "Donny & Marie," starring two siblings from the singing Osmond family act. It premiered on ABC in 1976 with guest appearances by Farrah Fawcett, Vincent Price and Lee Majors.



New episodes of "Donny and Marie" were produced for four years. But later Krofft prime time offerings had far shorter runs, like "The Brady Bunch Hour" (1976), which featured much of the cast of the sitcom singing and dancing. As a series, it lasted eight episodes.



"It was like a freak show," said Susan Olsen, who played Cindy Brady.



Marty Krofft was born in Montreal on April 9, 1937, the youngest of four brothers born to Peter and Mary (Yolas) Krofft. Sid, who learned puppetry from their father, was already touring professionally by the time Marty could walk.




Marty Krofft displaying some of the marionettes of "Les Poupees de Paris," an early signature production by the Krofft brothers, backstage at the 1962 Seattle World's Fair




The brothers officially became partners in 1959, and the next year they debuted their signature production, "Les Poupees de Paris," a risque extravaganza that initially required 12 puppeteers working 240 marionettes.



Les Poupees ran alongside the New York World's Fair in 1964 and '65, and traveled to Australia and Japan before closing in 1967. It also caught the eye of 
Angus Wynne
, who owned the Six Flags amusement park chain; he asked the Kroffts to create a puppet show for his parks.



The Kroffts went on to design puppets, costumes and props for clients like the Jackson 5, the Ringling Brothers Circus and the Ice Capades, working for a time out of a former airplane hangar in Southern California. Years later, they briefly opened their own theme park, "The World of Sid and Marty Krofft," at the Omni Hotel in Atlanta.




Marty Krofft, right, and his brother Sid in 2020, when they were honored with stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 




Many Krofft programs had short initial runs but resurfaced decades later, first as reruns on networks like Nick at Nite and as streaming options for nostalgic Gen-Xers. For instance, a "
Land of the Lost
" feature starring Will Ferrell, Danny McBride and Anna Friel was released in 2009; and in 2017 Amazon rebooted "Sigmund and the Sea Monsters," starring Rebecca Bloom and David Arquette.



Mr. Krofft's wife, the former Playboy playmate Christa Speck, 
died in 2013
. He lived in Los Angeles and is survived by his brothers Sid and Harry; his daughters Deanna Krofft-Pope, Kristina Krofft and Kendra Krofft; five grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.



Mr. Krofft's daughters continued the family business, guided by their father, who kept working until recently.
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The tiny town of Hochatown, on the shores of Broken Bow Lake in the southeast corner of Oklahoma, was created exactly one year ago. And it's almost entirely thanks to Airbnb.



"Airbnb built this town 100 percent," said Dian Jordan, the mayor of Hochatown. Last November, Ms. Jordan and 128 fellow residents successfully fought to incorporate a narrow 11-square-mile strip of bumpy dirt roads, modest log cabins and enormous modern mansions that sits within the territory of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.



During the week, Hochatown has a population of just 219 people, but on weekends, as many as 50,000 visitors, mostly from Dallas, a three-hour drive away, flock there to kayak, fly-fish and hike among the waterfalls, rapids and thick forests of pine and pawpaw trees.




With its staggering increase of rental properties, Hochatown hopes to eventually reap as much as $1 million in tax revenue a month.




Before the pandemic, Hochatown had roughly 400 cabins for rent on Airbnb. There are now more than 2,400 -- a staggering 413 percent increase in five years, according to 
AirDNA
, a short-term rental business site that tracks Airbnb data. In September, the town collected its first month's sales tax, totaling $456,000, and hopes to eventually reap as much as $1 million in tax revenue a month.



"For a town of a few hundred people, this number is astronomical," said David Francis, the business registration manager at the Oklahoma Tax Commission. "The town is basically one giant Airbnb."



At the height of the pandemic, the number of Airbnb listings in small towns and rural areas exploded, as city dwellers fled to the country. At the same time, urban areas have cracked down on short term rentals, among them New York City, which rolled out 
strict new rules
 in September about who can -- and cannot -- rent out their homes to short-term guests. Since its implementation, the company's short-term listings in New York have fallen by 77 percent, according to AirDNA.



Some predicted that these regulatory changes would spell Airbnb's death knell, and there were reports that its 
revenue was dropping
 precipitously as the waning pandemic changed travel patterns. But last week, the company posted better-than-expected 
third quarter results
. According to the company, it added nearly 1 million active listings this year, and in the first half of 2023, Airbnb guests stayed in over 94,000 cities and towns -- a record, the company said.



"The dispersal of tourism, often to places where there are no hotels, has major economic benefits," said Jay Carney, the global head of policy and communications at Airbnb. "Areas that might be seeing population declines or industries moving out, can now generate tourism dollars for the first time."



But the company's report also contained a data point that is reverberating through Airbnb boom towns like Hochatown: For the first time since the pandemic recovery, Airbnb's supply of rental homes is outpacing demand, with supply increasing 19 percent year over year, compared to just 14 percent for demand. That gap can spell disaster for hosts, particularly those who bought houses at the peak of the market with the idea of renting them out. In extreme cases, they are being forced to sell at a loss.



"Five percentage points between supply and demand is very significant," said Bjorn Hanson, an adjunct professor at New York University's 
Jonathan M. Tisch Center of Hospitality,
 and can cause hosts to drop their prices, in what can quickly become a race to the bottom.



The 'Airbnb effect'



What might be called the Airbnb effect has transformed the landscapes -- and the economies -- of countless small towns across the United States. In Northport, Ala., Airbnb listings jumped 47 percent in the last 12 months. In Eagle Pass, in southern Texas, Airbnb listings grew more than 168 percent year over year.




What might be called the Airbnb effect has transformed the landscapes -- and economies -- of countless small towns. U.S. Highway 259 is the only way into and out of Hochatown. On weekends, it is a traffic jam of long-haul trucks, tribal buses and tourist vehicles.




Perhaps no place has been transformed more than Hochatown. U.S. Highway 259, a two-lane road, is the only way into and out of town. On weekends it is a traffic jam of long-haul trucks, tribal buses and tourist vehicles, including streams of R.Vs. Hochatown does not have a single police officer or professional firefighter. There is no sewerage system, no garbage collection, not even sufficient water to handle the proliferation of people and new homes.



As its popularity grew, Hochatown's push to become an official town accelerated. Because it was unincorporated area, decisions about its resources for services and utilities were made by the McCurtain County. For instance, as Airbnbs spread, and one-room cabins transformed into $1 million rental homes, Hochatown's roads remained unpaved and riddled with potholes, many impassable without four-wheel drive; homeowners often paid to pave their own roads.



Water was another pressing problem. Most Airbnbs in the area boast hot tubs, which use an inordinate amount of water. "If you don't have a hot tub, you can't rent," said Leo Winegar, a cabin owner in Hochatown. "But if a pipe breaks, because of the lack of redundancy and infrastructure, half the town has no water for days."




In Hochatown, Choctaw Nation is constructing Choctaw Landing, a $238 million resort and casino, which is expected to bring 443,000 visitors annually when it opens this spring.




Some assistance has come from the Choctaw Nation, the country's third-largest Native American tribe. It is constructing 
Choctaw Landing
, a $238 million resort and casino in Hochatown, which is expected to bring 443,000 visitors annually when it opens this spring. To facilitate this, the tribe is widening portions of U.S. Highway 259 and upgrading some of the area's rural water infrastructure.



Wiped off the map



Hochatown's history is long, even if its identity as a town is short. Flint spear and dart points indicate that it was inhabited as early as 6,000 B.C. The Caddo people used it as their winter hunting grounds, and the first Choctaws arrived in the 1830s, driven by the forced resettlement of America's Indigenous people known as the Trail of Tears. White settlers came at the turn of the 20th century, logging the area's virgin forests and manufacturing moonshine -- big business during Prohibition. They called their settlement Hochatown, thought it was never formally incorporated.




By 1960, Hochatown's population had dwindled to less than 100, and the Army Corps of Engineers flooded the land to construct a dam. 




By 1960, Hochatown's population had dwindled to less than 100, and the Army Corps of Engineers flooded the land to construct a dam. Old Hochatown, as it is now known, lies beneath Broken Bow Lake. The remaining residents were relocated to higher ground, and over the ensuing years, Hochatown lost its post office, its ZIP code and its place on the map.



In 2015, Ms. Jordan, a volunteer mayor who is as rugged and can-do as her town, helped lead the effort to incorporate. Like almost everyone in Hochatown, the 61-year-old, who retires next month as 
a senior lecturer
 at the University of Texas Permian Basin, is also a cabin owner, with three rental properties.




Dian Jordan, standing, is the volunteer mayor of Hochatown. "This is my town hall," Ms. Jordan said of Steven's Gap, a local diner.




With Hochatown's hefty tax revenues on the line, opponents of its incorporation quickly emerged. The city of Broken Bow, which lies nine miles to the south, annexed part of the town for itself. Hochatown sued and won back control over the area, but the relationship between neighbors remains frosty.



"We were just trying to help them be successful," said Vickie Patterson, the city manager of Broken Bow, who added it was part of an effort to bring services like traffic lights to the area. Hochatown residents 
also sued
 the county over lodging taxes. They lost the case and are appealing the decision.



The past few years were a frenzy of buying and building. "The Covid thing was both a blessing and a curse," Todd McDaniel, a builder who also manages 60 rental properties, said as he drove to the store for sardines to lure a raccoon that had lodged itself in the roof of a cabin. "When it first hit, we were refunding tens of thousands of dollars to guests. Then somebody flipped the switch, and we were running at 95 percent occupancy."



Land prices doubled, and cabins, many built speedily, without adhering to building codes, were repeatedly flipped. One home, called "
California Dreaming
," was sold in 2020 for $590,000, then again in 2021, for $1.1 million.



With the influx of people and profits, chaos ensued. "It's the Wild West," said Jason Ward, a 
cabin owner in Hochatown
. "When there is that much money on the line, things get crazy."



One story, of a part-time transplant from Dallas, shows just how crazy. In 2018, Kelli Haus was a single mother with two young sons. She emptied her bank account and used her life savings to purchase a rental cabin in Hochatown. She quickly sold it for double what she'd paid and reinvested her profits, snatching up more properties. Eventually, Ms. Haus became a 
real estate agent
.



At the market's height, Ms. Haus's signs were plastered all over town, and for some, she came to personify the changes afoot. Her signs were defaced with mustaches and devil horns; bullet holes were drawn on her forehead.



But Ms. Haus wasn't cowed. Instead, she enlarged one of the defaced signs and stuck it on 
a billboard
 heading into town. "When people saw it, my phone blew up with supporters," she said. "The whole thing backfired."



Harassment like that faced by Ms. Haus, as well as noise complaints, damaged property and theft have become relatively common in Hochatown. Yet with no police force, residents rely on the highway patrol, park rangers and the McCurtain County Sheriff's Department, which was 
in the news
 earlier this year when its sheriff was caught on audio tape discussing killing journalists and Black people.



The town does have a former deputy who founded his own security company. Jason Ricketts, whose body builder physique belies 
a soft heart
, quells noisy parties and other disturbances and is "our own Barney Fife," said Ms. Jordan, referring to the fictional deputy on "The Andy Griffith Show."



After the gold rush



In the spring, the gold rush began to slow. Occupancy rates plummeted to 55 percent in March and dipped to a low of 40 percent in August. "For Sale" signs were posted, and listings that once sold in hours took months. The "California Dreaming" cabin, which had doubled in value in a single year, was re-listed in 2022 for $1.299 million. After repeated price cuts, it is now 
asking
 just $899,000.



Mr. Winegar was caught up in the slowdown. He bought land at the end of 2021, when the bubble was peaking, but by the time he finished construction and was ready to 
rent his
 cabin, the bubble had burst. What he expected to be a sure moneymaker was an instant loser.



"We scrimped and saved to buy a plot of land and get a construction loan," said Mr. Winegar, who lives in Dallas with his wife and three children. He built the home with a dream of recreating for his family the memories he had of going to his uncle's cabin in Idaho as a boy. "At the time, the numbers were so amazing, it seemed like there was no way I could lose."



This summer, Mr. Winegar was laid off from a job in tech. He's now working nights at a Dallas Costco and starting a 
handyman business
 in Hochatown, despite a lack of experience.



One recent morning, Mr. Winegar was exhausted after driving from his night shift to Hochatown. His only food for the next two days was carrots and cans of tuna fish, and he was busy watching YouTube to figure out how to flush a tankless water heater.



Ms. Jordan is friends with Mr. Winegar and is sympathetic to his misfortune. But as mayor, she welcomes the real estate dip. "It is a blessing," she said, "a chance to catch our breath and catch up."



In its most 
recent earnings announcement
, Airbnb said that it was expecting much of its growth in the next year to come from international rentals, especially in Latin America and the Asia-Pacific market. And it has also rolled out several initiatives that it says will make it easier for hosts to stay competitive in their markets.



A spokesman for the company said it is always trying to balance the needs of hosts and guests, and that a growing supply helps ensure that guests have choices and keeps prices down.



"I hope I don't have to sell the cabin," sighed Mr. Winegar. "We still have a bit of savings. If Airbnb could just promote our listing a bit more, maybe even lower their fees, I think I can make it."



Julie Satow is the award-winning author of "
The Plaza: The Secret Life of America's Most Famous Hotel
" and the forthcoming "
When Women Ran Fifth Avenue: Glamour and Power at the Dawn of American Fashion,
" to be published in June 2024 by Doubleday.



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
 and 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 
52 Places to Go in 2023
.
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How Your Child's Online Mistake Can Ruin Your Digital Life



Google has a zero-tolerance policy for child abuse content. The scanning process can sometimes go awry and tar innocent individuals as abusers.




Jennifer Watkins, with her husband, Bruce, and their twin sons, Ben and Flynn, at their home in Australia. One son made a YouTube video that got Ms. Watkins locked out of all her Google accounts.




By Kashmir Hill


Nov 27, 2023


When Jennifer Watkins got a message from YouTube saying her channel was being shut down, she wasn't initially worried. She didn't use YouTube, after all.



Her 7-year-old twin sons, though, used a Samsung tablet logged into her Google account to watch content for children and to make YouTube videos of themselves doing silly dances. Few of the videos had more than five views. But the video that got Ms. Watkins in trouble, which one son made, was different.



"Apparently it was a video of his bottom," said Ms. Watkins, who has never seen it. "He'd been dared by a classmate to do a nudie video."



Google-owned YouTube has 
A.I.-powered systems
 that review the hundreds of hours of video that are uploaded to the service every minute. The scanning process can sometimes go awry and tar innocent individuals as child abusers.



The New York Times has documented other episodes in which 
parents' digital lives
 were 
upended
 by naked photos and videos of their children that Google's A.I. systems flagged and that human reviewers determined to be illicit. Some parents have been investigated by the police as a result.



The "nudie video" in Ms. Watkins's case, uploaded in September, was flagged within minutes as possible sexual exploitation of a child, a violation of Google's terms of service with 
very serious consequences
.



Ms. Watkins, a medical worker who lives in New South Wales, Australia, soon discovered that she was locked out of not just YouTube but all her accounts with Google. She lost access to her photos, documents and email, she said, meaning she couldn't get messages about her work schedule, review her bank statements or "order a thickshake" via her McDonald's app -- which she logs into using her Google account.



Her account would eventually be deleted, a Google login page informed her, but she could appeal the decision. She clicked a Start Appeal button and wrote in a text box that her 7-year-old sons thought "butts are funny" and were responsible for uploading the video.



"This is harming me financially," she added.



Children's advocates and lawmakers around the world have pushed technology companies to stop the 
online spread of abusive imagery
 by monitoring for such material on their platforms. Many communications providers now scan the photos and videos saved and shared by their users to look for known images of abuse that had been reported to the authorities.



Google also wanted to be able to flag never-before-seen content. A few years ago, it developed 
an algorithm
 -- trained on the known images -- that seeks to identify new exploitative material; Google made it available to other companies, including Meta and TikTok.



Once an employee confirmed that the video posted by Ms. Watkins's son was problematic, Google reported it to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, a nonprofit that acts as the 
federal clearinghouse
 for flagged content. The center can then add the video to its database of known images and decide whether to report it to local law enforcement.



Google is one of the top reporters of "apparent child pornography," according to statistics from the national center. Google 
filed
 more than two million reports last year, far more than most digital communications companies, though fewer than the number filed by Meta.



(It is hard to judge the severity of the child abuse problem from the numbers alone, experts say. In 
one study
 of a small sampling of users flagged for sharing inappropriate images of children, data scientists at Facebook said more than 75 percent "did not exhibit malicious intent." The users included teenagers in a romantic relationship sharing intimate images of themselves, and people who shared a "meme of a child's genitals being bitten by an animal because they think it's funny.")




A video made by one boy was flagged by Google within minutes as possible sexual exploitation of a child, a violation of the company's terms of service.




Apple 
has resisted
 pressure to scan the iCloud for exploitative material. A spokesman pointed to 
a letter
 that the company sent to an advocacy group this year, 
expressing concern
 about the "security and privacy of our users" and reports "that innocent parties have been swept into dystopian dragnets."



Last fall, Google's trust and safety chief, Susan Jasper, wrote in 
a blog post
 that the company planned to update its appeals process to "improve the user experience" for people who "believe we made wrong decisions." In a major change, the company now provides more information about why an account has been suspended, rather than a generic notification about a "severe violation" of the company's policies. Ms. Watkins, for example, was told that child exploitation was the reason she had been locked out.



Regardless, Ms. Watkins's repeated appeals were denied. She had a paid Google account, allowing her and her husband to exchange messages with customer service agents. But in digital correspondence reviewed by The Times, the agents said the video, even if a child's oblivious act, still violated company policies.



The draconian punishment for one silly video seemed unfair, Ms. Watkins said. She wondered why Google couldn't give her a warning before cutting off access to all her accounts and more than 10 years of digital memories.



After more than a month of failed attempts to change the company's mind, Ms. Watkins reached out to The Times. A day after a reporter inquired about her case, her Google account was restored.



"We do not want our platforms to be used to endanger or exploit children, and there's a widespread demand that internet platforms take the firmest action to detect and prevent CSAM," the company said in a statement, using a widely used acronym for child sexual abuse material. "In this case, we understand that the violative content was not uploaded maliciously." The company had no response for how to escalate a denial of an appeal beyond emailing a Times reporter.



Google is in a difficult position trying to adjudicate such appeals, said Dave Willner, a fellow at Stanford University's Cyber Policy Center who has worked in trust and safety at several large technology companies. Even if a photo or video is innocent in its origin, it could be shared maliciously.



"Pedophiles will share images that parents took innocuously or collect them into collections because they just want to see naked kids," Mr. Willner said.



The other challenge is the sheer volume of potentially exploitative content that Google flags.



"It's just a very, very hard-to-solve problem regimenting value judgment at this scale," Mr. Willner said. "They're making hundreds of thousands, or millions, of decisions a year.
 
When you roll the dice that many times, you are going to roll snake eyes."



He said Ms. Watkins's struggle after losing access to Google was "a good argument for spreading out your digital life" and not relying on one company for so many services.



Ms. Watkins took a different lesson from the experience: Parents shouldn't use their own Google account for their children's internet activity, and should instead set up a dedicated account -- a choice that Google 
encourages
.



She has not yet set up such an account for her twins. They are now barred from the internet.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/27/technology/google-youtube-abuse-mistake.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




What's It Like to Work With Hayao Miyazaki? Go Behind the Scenes.



The anime master is a creature of habit who talks every day with his longtime producer, and keeps it more hands off with his regular composer.




"The Boy and the Heron" marks Hayao Miyazaki's return from retirement. 




By Carlos Aguilar


Nov 24, 2023


News of Hayao Miyazaki's retirement can't ever be trusted.



The Japanese animation master's repeated claims that he'll give up filmmaking are a response to the strain that creating each of his largely hand-drawn universes entails. At least that's what Toshio Suzuki, a founder of Studio Ghibli and Miyazaki's right-hand man for the past 40 years, believes.



"Every time he finishes a film, he's so exhausted he can't think about the next project," Suzuki explained. "He's used up his energy physically and mentally. He needs some time to clear his mind. And to have a blank canvas to come up with new ideas."



A decade after 2013's "The Wind Rises" was heralded as Miyazaki's final film, the 82-year-old auteur's newest feature, "
The Boy and the Heron
," is being released in the United States after major success in Japan over the summer, where it opened without any traditional publicity.



Though the director hasn't given any interviews about "The Boy and the Heron," Suzuki, 75, who is also a veteran producer, and Joe Hisaishi, 72, the longtime composer on Miyazaki's movies, described in separate video interviews the master's working process and how their collaborations have evolved -- or not -- over the years.



Suzuki was casually dressed and speaking, via an interpreter, from Japan, where he sat next to a pillow emblazoned with 
Totoro
, the bearlike troll that serves as the studio's logo. He said the new fantasy film is Miyazaki's most personal yet. Set in the final days of World War II, the tale follows 11-year-old Mahito, who, after losing his mother in a fire, moves to the countryside, where a magical realm beckons him.




"The Boy and the Heron" draws from Miyazaki's childhood, a source of inspiration he initially resisted.




"At the start of this project, Miyazaki came to me and asked me, 'This is going to be about my story, is that going to be O.K.?' I just nodded," Suzuki recalled with the matter-of-factness of someone who's learned it would be futile to stand in the way of the director.



For a long time, he said, Miyazaki worried that if he made a movie about a young male, inspiration would inevitably be drawn from his own childhood, which he felt might not make for an interesting narrative. Growing up, Miyazaki had trouble communicating with people and expressed himself instead by drawing pictures.



"I noticed that with this film, where he portrayed himself as a protagonist, he included a lot of humorous moments in order to cover up that the boy, based on himself, is very sensitive and pessimistic," Suzuki said. "That was interesting to see."



If Miyazaki is the boy, Suzuki added, then he himself is the heron, a mischievous flying entity in the story that pushes the young hero to keep going. The director Isao Takahata, Studio Ghibli's third foundational musketeer, who died in 2018, is represented onscreen by Granduncle, a wise but weathered figure who controls the fantastical world Mahito ventures into.



Suzuki first met Miyazaki in the late 1970s, when the animator was making his first feature, "
Lupin III: The Castle of Cagliostro
," an amusing caper. Back then, Suzuki was a journalist hoping to interview him.




Miyazaki in 2014, the year after he announced his retirement with "The Wind Rises."




But Miyazaki, who was working on a storyboard, had no interest in talking and ignored him. "Out of kindness, I thought it was a good thing to introduce his works to my readers, and for him to be very cranky and disrespectful, I was very angry," Suzuki remembered.



He stuck around the studio for two more days of silence. On the third, Miyazaki asked him if he knew a term for a car overtaking another during a chase. Suzuki's reply, a specific Japanese expression for such action, finally broke the ice and kick-started their long-term relationship.



"Miyazaki still remembers that first meeting, too," Suzuki said. "He thought that I was a person not to be trusted. And that's why he was very cautious about talking to me."



Over the years, Suzuki has become increasingly indispensable for Miyazaki. "He always tells me, 'Suzuki-san, can you remember the important things for me?' And then he feels that he can forget about all the important things not concerning his films. I have to remember them for him," Suzuki said.



Best friends more than mere collaborators, Miyazaki and Suzuki talk every day, even if there's nothing urgent to discuss, and make it a rule to meet in person on Mondays and Thursdays. "What we talk about is very trivial most times, I guess he feels lonely or misses me, but it's always him who calls me. I never call him," Suzuki said, adding with a laugh, "Sometimes he even calls me in the middle of the night, like at 3 a.m., and the first thing he says is, 'Were you awake?' And obviously I was not. I'm in bed!"



In contrast, 
Hisaishi, the composer
 who first worked with Miyazaki on the 1984 feature "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind," has a strictly professional relationship with him.



"We don't see each other in private," Hisaishi, wearing an elegant sweater, said through a translator. "We don't eat together. We don't drink together. We only meet to discuss things for work." That emotional distance, he added, is what has made their partnership over 11 films so creatively fruitful.



"People think that if you really know a person's full character then you can have a good working relationship, but that doesn't necessarily hold true," Hisaishi said. "What is most important to me is to compose music. The most important thing in life to Mr. Miyazaki is to draw pictures. We are both focused on those most important things in our lives."




The composer Joe Hisaishi's collaborations with the director started with "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind."




On "The Boy and the Heron," Miyazaki didn't provide Hisaishi with any instruction. The musician watched the film only when it was nearly completed but still with no sound or dialogue. At that point Miyazaki simply said to Hisaishi, "I just leave it up to you."



"I feel he was just thinking that he could rely on me and expected me to come up with something," Hisaishi said. "I feel like I was very much trusted to do this."



For all of their previous collaborations, Miyazaki would bring on Hisaishi to discuss once three out of the four or five parts of the storyboard for a new film were ready. That the process changed this time was possible only because of their shared history.



"It's as if we've been Olympic athletes making a film once every four years for 40 years," Hisaishi said. "It's been a long time of training and performing. When I look back I'm amazed that I could write music for these very different films."



In his contemporary classical work, Hisaishi had been working on minimalist compositions with repeating patterns, and he took that approach to the new film.



While he maintains they are just colleagues, every January for the past 15 years, Hisaishi has composed a small tune, recorded it on a piano and sent it to Miyazaki as a birthday present. This tradition has now become the seasoned musician's lucky charm.



"After about three times I thought, 'This has probably run its course,'" Hisaishi recalled. "I didn't send one the following year. That whole year I wasn't able to work very well. It was sort of a jinx that I had not sent him something, so I started sending him the music again for his birthday," he added with a laugh.



Both Hisaishi and Suzuki say their interactions with Miyazaki have not changed much over the decades. On the contrary, the men have become staunch creatures of habit.



Asked why his profound connection with Miyazaki has endured so long, Suzuki said: "I don't necessarily agree, but he once told me, 'I've never met someone so similar to me. You are the last person that I will meet like that.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/24/movies/hayao-miyzaki-the-boy-and-the-heron.html
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Can Taiwan Continue to Fight Off Chinese Disinformation?



Ahead of a presidential election in January, Taiwanese fact checkers and watchdogs say they are ready for Beijing. But they are still worried.




An advertisement in Taipei, Taiwan, for Lai Ching-te, whose presidential campaign was the target of an audio deepfake.




By Tiffany Hsu, Amy Chang Chien and Steven Lee Myers


Nov 26, 2023


Suspicious videos that began circulating in Taiwan this month seemed to show the country's leader advertising cryptocurrency investments.



President Tsai Ing-wen, who has repeatedly risked Beijing's ire by 
asserting her island's autonomy
, appeared to claim in the clips that the government helped develop investment software for digital currencies, using a term that is common in China but rarely used in Taiwan. Her mouth appeared blurry and her voice unfamiliar, leading Taiwan's Criminal Investigation Bureau to deem the video to be almost certainly a deepfake -- an artificially generated spoof -- and potentially one created by Chinese agents.



For years, China has pummeled the Taiwanese information ecosystem with inaccurate narratives and conspiracy theories, seeking to undermine its democracy and divide its people in an effort to assert control over its neighbor. Now, as 
fears
 over Beijing's growing aggression 
mount
, a new wave of disinformation is heading across the strait separating Taiwan from the mainland before the pivotal election in January.



Perhaps as much as any other place, however, the tiny island is ready for the disinformation onslaught.



Taiwan has built 
a resilience
 to foreign meddling that could serve as a model to the dozens of other democracies holding votes in 2024. Its defenses include one of the world's most mature communities of fact checkers, government investments, international media literacy partnerships and, after years of warnings about Chinese intrusion, a public sense of skepticism.



The challenge now is sustaining the effort.



"That is the main battlefield: The fear, uncertainty, doubt is designed to keep us up at night so we don't respond to novel threats with novel defenses," said Audrey Tang, Taiwan's inaugural digital minister, who works on strengthening cybersecurity defenses against threats like disinformation. "The main idea here is just to stay agile."



Taiwan, a 
highly online
 society, has repeatedly been found to be the top target in the world for disinformation from foreign governments, according to the 
Digital Society Project
, a research initiative exploring the internet and politics. China was accused of spreading rumors during the pandemic about the Taiwanese government's handling of Covid-19, 
researchers said
. Representative Nancy Pelosi's 
visit to the island
 as speaker of the House last year set off a series of 
high-profile cyberattacks
, as well as a surge of 
debunked
 online messages and images that fact checkers linked to China.



For all of Beijing's efforts, however, it has struggled to sway public opinion.



In recent years, Taiwan's voters have chosen a president, Ms. Tsai, from the Democratic Progressive Party, which the Communist Party views as an obstacle to its goal of unification. Experts and local fact checkers said Chinese disinformation campaigns were 
a major concern
 in local elections in 2018; the efforts seemed less effective in 2020, when Ms. Tsai 
recaptured the presidency
 in a landslide. Her vice president, Lai Ching-te, has maintained a polling lead in the race to succeed her.



China has denied interloping, instead saying it is the "
top victim of disinformation
."




News about the presidential race on a television in a Taipei noodle restaurant. Many Taiwanese have internal "warning bells" for disinformation, a founder of a group called Fake News Cleaner said.




Ms. Tsai has repeatedly addressed her government's push to combat Beijing's disinformation campaign, as well as criticism that her strategy aims to stifle speech from political opponents. At a defense conference this month, she said: "We let the public have knowledge and tools that refute and report false or misleading information, and maintain a cautious balance between maintaining information freely and refusing information manipulation."



Many Taiwanese have developed internal "warning bells" for suspicious narratives, said Melody Hsieh, who co-founded Fake News Cleaner, a group focused on information literacy education. Her group has 22 lecturers and 160 volunteers teaching anti-disinformation tactics at universities, temples, fishing villages and elsewhere in Taiwan, sometimes using gifts like handmade soap to motivate participants.



The group is part of a robust collective of similar Taiwanese operations. There is Cofacts, whose fact-checking service is integrated into a popular social media app called Line. Doublethink Lab was 
directed until this month
 by Puma Shen, a professor who 
testified this year
 before the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, an independent agency of the U.S. government. MyGoPen is named after a homophone in the Taiwanese dialect for "don't fool me again."



Citizens have sought out fact-checking help, such as when a 
recent
 
uproar
 over 
imported eggs
 raised questions about videos showing black and green yolks, Ms. Hsieh said. Such demand would have been unthinkable in 2018, when the heated emotions and damaging rumors around a contentious 
referendum
 inspired the founders of Fake News Cleaner.



"Now, everyone will stop and think: 'This seems odd. Can you help me check this? We suspect something,'" Ms. Hsieh said. "This, I think, is an improvement."



Still, fact-checking in Taiwan remains complicated. 
False claims
 swirled recently around Mr. Lai, an 
outspoken critic of Beijing
, and his visit to Paraguay this summer. Fact checkers found that a memo at the center of 
one claim
 had been manipulated, with changed dates and dollar figures. 
Another claim
 originated on an English-language forum before a new X account quoted it in Mandarin in a post that was shared by a news website in Hong Kong and boosted on Facebook by a Taiwanese politician.



China's disinformation work has had "measurable effects," including "worsening Taiwanese political and social polarization and widening perceived generational divides," according to research from the RAND Corporation. Concerns about election-related fake news drove the Taiwanese government last month to set up a dedicated task force.




A banner in Taipei depicts Sun Yat Sen, the first president of the Republic of China, and Taiwan's flag.




Taiwan "has historically been Beijing's testing ground for information warfare," with China using social media to interfere in Taiwanese politics since at least 2016, according to RAND. In August, Meta took down a Chinese influence campaign that it described as the 
largest such operation to date
, with 7,704 Facebook accounts and hundreds of others across other social media platforms targeting Taiwan and other regions.



Beijing's disinformation strategy continues to shift. Fact checkers noted that Chinese agents were no longer distracted by 
pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong
, as they were during the last presidential election in Taiwan. Now, they have access to artificial intelligence that can generate images, audio and video -- "potentially a dream come true for Chinese propagandists," said Nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga, a RAND researcher.



A few months ago, an audio file that seemed to feature a rival politician criticizing Mr. Lai circulated in Taiwan. The clip was almost certainly a deepfake, according to Taiwan's Ministry of Justice and the A.I.-detection company Reality Defender.



Chinese disinformation posts appear increasingly subtle and organic, rather than flooding the zone with obvious pro-Beijing messages, researchers said. Some false narratives are created by Chinese-controlled content farms, then spread by agents, bots or unwitting social media users, researchers say. China has also tried to buy established Taiwanese social media accounts and may have paid Taiwanese influencers to promote pro-Beijing narratives, according to RAND.



Disinformation that directly addressed relations between China and Taiwan grew rarer from 2020 to 2022, the Taiwan Fact Check Center 
said last month
. Instead, Chinese agents seemed to focus more on stoking social division within Taiwan by spreading lies about local services and health issues. Sometimes, other experts said, questionable posts about medical remedies and celebrity gossip guided viewers to conspiracy theories about Taiwanese politics.



The ever-present menace, which the Taiwanese government calls "cognitive warfare," has led to several 
aggressive
 
attempts
 at a 
crackdown
. 
One unsuccessful proposal
 last year, modeled after 
regulations
 in Europe, would have imposed labeling and transparency requirements on social media platforms and forced them to comply with court-ordered content removal requests.



Critics denounced the government's anti-disinformation campaign as a political witch hunt, raising the specter of the island's 
not-so-distant authoritarian past
. Some have pointed out that Taiwan's media ecosystem, with its 
diverse political leanings
, often produces pro-Beijing content that can be misattributed to Chinese manipulation.



At 
an event in June
, President Tsai stressed that "well-funded, large-scale disinformation campaigns" were "one of the most difficult challenges," pitting Taiwanese citizens against one another and corroding trust in democratic institutions. Disinformation defense, she said, must be "a whole-of-society effort."



Fact checkers and watchdog groups said public apathy was a concern -- 
research suggests
 that Taiwanese people make limited use of fact-checking resources in past elections -- as was the risk of being spread too thin.



"There's mountains of disinformation," said Eve Chiu, the chief executive of the Taiwan FactCheck Center, which has around 10 fact checkers working each day. "We can't do it all."




From left, Lu Hong-yu, Lee Tzu-ying and Cheng Hsu-yu placed third as a team in a Taiwan fact-checking competition.




Attempts to increase interest in media literacy have included a nationwide campaign, "
humor over rumor
," which leveraged jokey meme culture and a 
cute dog character
 to debunk false narratives. In September, the Taiwan FactCheck Center also held a national virtual competition for youths that drew students like Lee Tzu-ying, Cheng Hsu-yu and Lu Hong-yu.



The three civics classmates, who finished in third place, acknowledged that Taiwan's raucous politics allowed disinformation to breed confusion and chaos. Their Taiwanese peers, however, have learned caution.



"If you see something new, but don't know if it is true or false, you need to verify it," Ms. Lee, 16, said. "I just want to know the truth -- that's very important to me."
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'Lost Time for No Reason': How Driverless Taxis Are Stressing Cities



In San Francisco and Austin, Texas, where passengers can hail self-driving vehicles, the cars have added to the workloads of city employees.




A Cruise self-driving vehicle in San Francisco in August. Robotaxi services have increasingly burdened city employees.




By Yiwen Lu


Nov 20, 2023


Around 2 a.m. on March 19, Adam Wood, a San Francisco firefighter on duty, received a 911 call and raced to the city's Mission neighborhood to help a male who was having a medical emergency. After loading the patient into an ambulance, a black-and-white car pulled up and blocked the path.



It was a driverless vehicle 
operated by Waymo
, an autonomous car company that Google's parent, Alphabet, owned. With no human driver to instruct to move out of the way, Mr. Wood spoke through a device in the car to a remote operator, who said someone would come take the vehicle away.



Instead, another autonomous Waymo car arrived and blocked the other side of the street, Mr. Wood said. The ambulance was finally able to leave after being forced to back up, and the patient, who was not in critical condition, made it to the hospital. But the self-driving cars added seven minutes to the emergency response, he said.



"All that was lost time for no reason," Mr. Wood, 55, said.




Adam Wood, a San Francisco firefighter, said self-driving cars had slowed down emergency response times.




His experience was a sign of how self-driving taxis are increasingly starting to take a toll on city services. In San Francisco and Austin, Texas, where passengers can hail autonomous vehicles, the cars have 
slowed down emergency response times
, caused accidents, 
increased congestion
 and added to the workloads of local officials, said police officers, firefighters and other city employees.



In San Francisco, more than 600 self-driving vehicle incidents were documented from June 2022 to June 2023, according to the city's Municipal Transportation Agency. After one episode where a driverless car from Cruise, a subsidiary of General Motors, ran over and dragged a pedestrian, California regulators ordered 
the company to suspend its service
 last month. Kyle Vogt, Cruise's chief executive, resigned on Sunday.



In Austin, city officials said there were 52 autonomous car incidents from July 8 to Oct. 24, including a first-of-its-kind crash by a prototype robotaxi with no steering wheel into a "small electrical building."



To handle the fallout, San Francisco has designated at least one city employee to work on autonomous car policies and asked two transportation agencies to compile and manage a database of incidents based on 911 calls, social media posts and employee reports. This summer, Austin also formed an internal task force to help log driverless vehicle incidents.



"A lot of people on the task force are juggling this as well as other normal day-to-day operations," said Matthew McElearney, a training captain at the Austin Fire Department. "In my job description, it doesn't say 'a task force member.'"



San Francisco and Austin offer a preview of what to expect in other places. While self-driving cars have been tested in more than two dozen U.S. cities over the years, those trials have moved into a newer phase where human drivers -- who once rode along on autonomous vehicle rides -- no longer stay in the cars during rides. Waymo and 
Cruise
 then started offering fully driverless taxi services in some cities with those cars.



Cruise has since 
suspended its autonomous vehicle operations
. But Waymo and others continue developing and testing their cars in potential markets and the technology will spread, said Bryant Walker Smith, a University of South Carolina professor who has advised the federal government on automated driving.



Cruise had tested its driverless taxis in San Francisco, Austin and Phoenix and planned to expand to Houston, Dallas and Miami. Waymo, which provides driverless rides in Phoenix and San Francisco, said it would next roll out its services in Los Angeles and Austin. Zoox, another self-driving car company, said it planned to introduce robotaxis in San Francisco and Las Vegas but did not provide a time frame.



Other cities where self-driving cars have been tested are preparing for when robotaxis are fully deployed. The Nashville Fire Department said it was creating an annual training for firefighters about the cars. Seattle's Fire Department said it had added safety issues with driverless cars to the responsibilities of an employee during each shift.



Some cities said their experience with robotaxis had been smoother. Kate Gallego, the mayor of 
Phoenix
, where Waymo has run autonomous taxi services since 2020, said the company met extensively with local officials and conducted safety tests before deploying a fleet of 200 vehicles to locations including the airport.



"Our residents have generally really appreciated this service," she said.



Waymo, Cruise and Zoox said they had worked closely with officials in many cities and continued to improve their vehicles to minimize the effects on local services. Waymo added that it had "no evidence of our vehicles blocking an ambulance" on March 19 in San Francisco.




San Francisco firefighters on the scene last month at an incident where a robotaxi from Cruise struck a pedestrian who had already been hit by a human-driven vehicle. 




Few cities have grappled more with self-driving cars than San Francisco. Google, whose headquarters are in nearby Silicon Valley, 
began
 testing driverless vehicles in the city in 2009 and introduced robotaxi services in November 2022. Cruise, founded in San Francisco in 2013, started testing its vehicles on the city's roads in 2015 and offered its first driverless ride to passengers in February 2022.



Hundreds of the cars have since wound their way through San Francisco streets. At one point, Waymo had 250 driverless vehicles in the city, while Cruise had 300 out during the day and 100 at night. Residents frequently saw the cars -- sedans equipped with more than a dozen cameras and high-tech sensors, some spinning on their roofs -- driving by.



In July 2018, the city's Municipal Transportation Agency asked Julia Friedlander, a transportation policy veteran, to work on understanding how San Francisco would be affected by self-driving cars. She met with autonomous car companies and state regulators, who issue permits to the companies for testing and operating their vehicles, to discuss the city's concerns about safety and congestion.



After five years, there are still no systematic state safety and incident reporting standards for driverless cars in California, Ms. Friedlander said. "This is such a dramatic kind of change in transportation that it's going to take many years for the regulatory structure to really be finalized," she said.



Last year, the number of 911 calls from San Francisco residents about robotaxis began rising, city officials said. In one three-month period, 28 incidents were reported, according to a letter that city officials sent to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.




San Francisco Fire Department's deputy chief, Darius Luttropp, left, and the department's chief, Jeanine Nicholson. Driverless car incidents in the city had risen to a "concerning level" this summer, Mr. Luttropp said.




By June, autonomous car incidents in San Francisco had risen to such a "concerning level" that the city's Fire Department created a separate autonomous vehicle incident form, said Darius Luttropp, a deputy chief of the department. As of Oct. 15, 87 incidents had been recorded with the form.



"We move forward with expectations that this wonder technology will operate like a human driver," Mr. Luttropp said. "That did not turn out to be the case."



Mr. Wood, the firefighter, attended a weeklong training session held by Waymo in June at the Fire Department's training center to learn more about the self-driving vehicles. But he said he was disappointed.



"None of us walked away from the training with any way to get a stalled car to move," he said, adding that manually taking over the car takes 10 minutes, which is too long in an emergency.



His main takeaway was that he should bang on the car's window or tap on its door so he could talk to the vehicle's remote operator, he said. The operator would then try to remotely re-engage the vehicle or send someone to manually override it, he said.



Waymo said it had rolled out a software update to its cars in October that would let firefighters and other authorities take control of the vehicles within seconds.



After the California Public Utilities Commission, a state regulator, voted in August to 
allow an expansion of robotaxi services
 in San Francisco, Waymo and Cruise started meeting every two weeks with the city's fire, police and emergency management departments.



Jeanine Nicholson, San Francisco's fire chief, said her department was now at a "decent place" with the companies and added that Cruise's suspension offered more time to work out issues with the cars in emergency situations. But she anticipated more meetings and adjustments as other self-driving companies moved in.



"Time is going to be taken up, and we have a whole fire department -- a whole city -- to run," Ms. Nicholson said.
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At Meta, Millions of Underage Users Were an 'Open Secret,' States Say



Meta "routinely documented" children under 13 on Instagram and collected their data, according to a newly unsealed complaint.




People exchanging Instagram codes. A legal complaint against Instagram's parent, Meta, contends that the company for years "coveted and pursued" users under the age of 13.




By Natasha Singer


Nov 25, 2023


Meta has received more than 1.1 million reports of users under the age of 13 on its Instagram platform since early 2019 yet it "disabled only a fraction" of those accounts, according to a newly unsealed legal complaint against the company brought by the attorneys general of 33 states.



Instead, the social media giant "routinely continued to collect" children's personal information, like their locations and email addresses, without parental permission, in violation of a federal children's privacy law, according to the court filing. Meta could face hundreds of millions of dollars, or more, in civil penalties should the states prove the allegations.



"Within the company, Meta's actual knowledge that millions of Instagram users are under the age of 13 is an open secret that is routinely documented, rigorously analyzed and confirmed," the complaint said, "and zealously protected from disclosure to the public."



The privacy charges are part of 
a larger federal lawsuit
, filed last month by California, Colorado and 31 other states in U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California. The lawsuit accuses Meta of unfairly ensnaring young people on its Instagram and Facebook platforms while 
concealing internal studies
 showing user harms. And it seeks to force Meta to stop using certain features that the states say have harmed young users.



But much of the evidence cited by the states was blacked out by redactions in the initial filing.



Now the unsealed complaint, filed on Wednesday evening, provides new details from the states' lawsuit. Using snippets from internal emails, employee chats and company presentations, the complaint contends that Instagram for years "coveted and pursued" underage users even as the company "failed" to comply with the children's privacy law.



The unsealed filing said that Meta "continually failed" to make effective age-checking systems a priority and instead used approaches that enabled users under 13 to lie about their age to set up Instagram accounts. It also accused Meta executives of publicly stating in congressional testimony that the company's age-checking process was effective and that the company removed underage accounts when it learned of them -- even as the executives knew there were millions of underage users on Instagram.



"Tweens want access to Instagram, and they lie about their age to get it now," Adam Mosseri, the head of Instagram, said in an internal company chat in November 2021, according to the court filing.



In 
Senate testimony
 the following month, Mr. Mosseri said: "If a child is under the age of 13, they are not permitted on Instagram."



In a statement on Saturday, Meta said that it had spent a decade working to make online experiences safe and age-appropriate for teenagers and that the states' complaint "mischaracterizes our work using selective quotes and cherry-picked documents."



The statement also noted that Instagram's terms of use prohibit users under the age of 13 in the United States. And it said that the company had "measures in place to remove these accounts when we identify them."



The company added that verifying people's ages was a "complex" challenge for online services, especially with younger users who may not have school IDs or driver's licenses. Meta said it would like to see federal legislation that would require "app stores to get parents' approval whenever their teens under 16 download apps" rather than having young people or their parents supply personal details like birth dates to many different apps.



The privacy charges in the case center on a 1998 federal law, the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act. That law requires that online services with content aimed at children obtain verifiable permission from a parent before collecting personal details -- like names, email addresses or selfies -- from users under 13. Fines for violating the law can run to 
more than $50,000 per violation
.



The lawsuit argues that Meta elected not to build systems to effectively detect and exclude such underage users because it viewed children as a crucial demographic -- the next generation of users -- that the company needed to capture to assure continued growth.



Meta had many indicators of underage users, according to the Wednesday filing. An internal company chart displayed in the unsealed material, for example, showed how Meta tracked the percentage of 11- and 12-year-olds who used Instagram daily, the complaint said. 



Meta also knew about accounts belonging to specific underage Instagram users through company reporting channels. But it "automatically" ignored certain reports of users under 13 and allowed them to continue using their accounts, the complaint said, as long as the accounts did not contain a user biography or photos. 



In one case in 2019, Meta employees discussed in emails why the company had not deleted four accounts belonging to a 12-year-old, despite requests and "complaints from the girl's mother stating her daughter was 12," according to the complaint. The employees concluded that the accounts were "ignored" partly because Meta representatives "couldn't tell for sure the user was underage," the legal filing said.



This is not the first time the social media giant has faced allegations of privacy violations. In 2019, the company 
agreed to pay a record $5 billion
, and to alter its data practices, to settle charges from the Federal Trade Commission of deceiving users about their ability to control their privacy.



It may be easier for the states to pursue Meta for children's privacy violations than to prove that the company encouraged compulsive social media use -- a relatively new phenomenon -- among young people. Since 2019, the F.T.C. has successfully brought similar children's privacy complaints against tech giants including 
Google and its YouTube
 platform, 
Amazon
, 
Microsoft
 and 
Epic Games
, the creator of Fortnite.
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Tripped Up



Help! Our Trip to Orlando Was Ruined and We Want Our Money Back.



A flight cancellation leads to a domino effect, ruining a family's plan to visit relatives and see Universal Studios. Why was Frontier being so stubborn?








By Seth Kugel


Nov 24, 2023


Dear Tripped Up,



This past June, my wife and I, along with two of our children, flew from our home in India to the eastern United States to see family and visit Universal Studios in Orlando, Fla. The trip included three domestic flights over five days on Frontier Airlines: Philadelphia to Orlando, Orlando to Atlanta, and Atlanta back to Philadelphia. The total cost for four people on three flights was an affordable $939.75, including a $99.99 "Discount Den" membership on Frontier. (We also spent $1,269.52 on tickets at Universal.) But our first flight was delayed and eventually canceled, and Frontier's staff told us the next available flight was three or four days later -- too close to our return flight to India. We were given a QR code at the Philadelphia airport to file for a refund, which we did for all three flights. But all we got was an email with a credit worth $339.92 and good for three months, plus four additional messages with a $100 voucher for each of us. Since Frontier does not operate in India, the credit and vouchers are useless. I fought Frontier through my Discover card, but lost. (Meanwhile, Universal reimbursed us in full.) Can you help? 
Hari, Bangalore, India



Dear Hari,



The federal rule on flight cancellations in the United States could not be clearer. 
According
 to the Transportation Department's website, "A consumer is entitled to a refund if the airline canceled a flight, regardless of the reason, and the consumer chooses not to travel." Fast-expiring travel credits are not an option.



Frontier's initial email to you, on the other hand, could not be murkier. You read the email and interpreted it as a partial, useless credit. You forwarded it to me, and I came to the same conclusion.



Yet it turns out the email was trying to inform you that a refund was coming. I learned this after consulting Jennifer de la Cruz, a spokeswoman for Frontier.



The email presented what turned out to be a chronological list of transactions related to your reservation, sent with no introduction or explanation. First, there's a "Payment: Discover" for $439.91, dated on May 18, the day you made the reservation for the first leg and joined the Discount Den. Next comes the confusing "Travel Credit," for -$339.92 on June 29, three days after your canceled flight. This transaction includes bullet-pointed instructions on how to redeem the credit, along with other conditions.



Then comes three more confusing transactions: the first, dated July 2 -- the day after you received the email -- was a "Payment: Credit File," whatever that means, for $339.92; the second, labeled "Refund: Discover" for -$339.92, also on July 2, with the word "pending" in tiny, light blue letters; and finally, there's a "Purchase Total" of $99.99.



"I can certainly appreciate them being confused based on the initial credit showing up first within the chronology of the email," Ms. de la Cruz wrote to me.



Though at first she told me this list was auto-generated by your refund request, making me fear that thousands of Frontier customers were similarly baffled by other cancellations, she later told me this was a human error.



"Normally a customer would not receive an email delineating the process the agent took to initiate the refund," Ms. de la Cruz wrote. Apparently, by using the QR code you were given at the airport, you triggered a manual review process that was then flubbed. If you had instead filed for a refund using the email Frontier sent you around the time your flight was canceled, she said the process would have been more straightforward. You seemingly had no way of knowing this.



When we later went through your Discover statement together, it turns out you were indeed refunded $339.92 for that first flight.



But about the remaining $500 or so for the other two flights, which you filled out separate refund requests for? And should that $99.99 membership be refunded as well?



This is where things get more complicated. Since you booked each of the three one-way flights separately, rather than as one itinerary with one reservation code, the federal rule about cancellations technically applies only to the first one-way flight. This is why I urge people to use the "multicity" feature on airline booking sites.



Alas, as with a handful of other U.S. carriers, there is no such option on Frontier's site. When I tried to make a multicity reservation through Frontier's online chat function, customer service told me I had to create separate one-way reservations, just as you had. (You can make such a multicity reservation through an online travel agency, or O.T.A., but that introduces a third party into your booking, adding another layer of customer service to deal with.)



So that left you out about $600, at least at first. Six days later, on July 7, Frontier did refund you $327.92 for the Atlanta-to-Philadelphia leg -- presumably because whoever handled the "manual" process realized your flights were tied together. I can see why you didn't spot these refunds immediately on your statement, since the disputes you filed with Discover led to a series of back-and-forth charges that ended up being very unclear.



Ms. de la Cruz said not refunding your $171.92 for the outstanding flight was a mistake. "This is our fault and we sincerely apologize for the misunderstanding," she wrote. 



You have now been refunded the $171.92, but Frontier did decline to refund your $99.99 membership, since it is good for the year. That is understandable, but frustrating for someone who lives outside the country.



There is still one pressing question here: Why was Frontier unable to get you on another flight for "three or four days?" My initial reaction was that Frontier must not offer frequent flights between Philadelphia and Orlando, and I was going to warn readers that booking tightly scheduled trips on infrequently flown routes could be a recipe for disaster. But no, Frontier typically runs seven flights a day between the two cities.



Instead, it turned out your flight was on June 26, the 
day
 that thousands of flights in the United States were canceled because of severe storms. (I wrote about another canceled flight that day, one that stranded a troop of Boy Scouts in New York City, 
in a separate column
.)



That means you were largely the victim of extremely bad luck, exacerbated by a couple of other factors -- first, your high-risk strategy of booking three flights so close to one another during a once-in-a-lifetime trip; and second, poor customer service, which can be the part of the get-what-you-pay-for trade-off of booking with a budget carrier.



It's also worth noting that Frontier is one of the four airlines -- along with Allegiant Air, Southwest Airlines and Spirit Airlines -- that do not rebook passengers free of charge on other airlines, according to 
the Department of Transportation dashboard
 created for consumers. But on an unusual day like June 26, I'm not sure that would have done any good. Your family's dream of visiting Universal was dashed more by fate than by Frontier.



If you need advice about a best-laid travel plan that went awry, 
send an email to TrippedUp@nytimes.com
.



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
, 
Twitter
 and 
Facebook
. And 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to receive expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation.
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Guest Essay



Powerful Forces Are Fracking Our Attention. We Can Fight Back.



By D. Graham Burnett, Alyssa Loh and Peter Schmidt


Nov 24, 2023


The lament is as old as education itself: 
The students aren't paying attention.
 But today, the problem of flighty or fragmented attention has reached truly catastrophic proportions. High school and college teachers overwhelmingly report that students' capacity for sustained, or deep attention has sharply decreased, significantly impeding the forms of study -- reading, looking at art, round-table discussions -- once deemed central to the liberal arts.



By some measures you are lucky these days to get 
47 seconds
 of focused attention on a discrete task. "Middlemarch
"
 is tough sledding on that timeline. So are most forms of human interaction out of which meaningful life, collective action and political engagement are made.



We are witnessing the dark side of our new technological lives, whose 
extractive
 profit models amount to the systematic fracking of human beings: pumping vast quantities of high-pressure media content into our faces to force up a spume of the vaporous and intimate stuff called attention, which now trades on the open market. Increasingly powerful systems seek to ensure that our attention is never truly ours.



In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution enabled harrowing new forms of exploitation and human misery. Yet through new forms of activity such as trade unions and labor organizing, working people pushed back against the "satanic mills" that compromised their humanity and pressed money out of their blood and bones. The moment has come for a new and parallel revolution against the 
dishonest
 expropriation of value from you and me and, most visibly of all, our children. We need a new kind of resistance, equal to the little satanic mills that live in our pockets.



This is going to require attention to attention, and dedicated spaces to learn (or relearn) the powers of this precious faculty. Spaces where we can give our focus to objects and language and other people, and thereby fashion ourselves in relation to a common world. If you think that this sounds like school, you're right: This revolution starts in our classrooms.



We must flip the script on teachers' perennial complaint. Instead of fretting that students' flagging attention doesn't serve education, we must make attention itself the 
thing being taught
.



The implications of such a shift are vast. For two centuries, champions of liberal democracy have agreed that individual and collective 
freedom requires literacy
. But as once-familiar calls for an informed citizenry give way to fears of informational saturation and perpetual distraction, literacy becomes less urgent than attensity, the capacity for attention. What democracy most needs now is an attentive citizenry -- human beings capable of looking up from their screens, together
.



Around the world, informal coalitions of educators, activists and artists are conducting grass-roots experiments to try to make that possible -- from the writer 
Jenny Odell
 to the philosopher 
James Williams
, from the 
Center for Humane Technology
, a large project to investigate the ethics of tech, to the intimate art events of the 
Slow Reading Club
. Call it 
attention activism
.



We three are members of one such community, the 
Strother School of Radical Attention
. Working in classrooms -- as well as museums, public libraries, universities -- we have heard from thousands of people across the country and beyond about their struggles to give themselves to the world, and to others, in the ways they want. They are describing the damage that attention-fracking does, violence that the philosopher Miranda Fricker calls 
"epistemic injustice."



The curriculum we have developed takes on a challenge that so many of us face: how to create, beyond the confines of our personalized digital universes, something resembling a shared world.



It starts with experience, both individual and collective, with a focus on students' self-conscious and self-aware experiences of reading, observing, reflecting and problem-solving. Consider a simple exercise known as "Attention in Place," inspired by the work of the experimental writer Georges Perec. For his short work, "An Attempt at Exhausting a Place in Paris," Mr. Perec sat at a corner cafe in his beloved city and over the course of three days recorded everything he saw, with particular attention to the supposedly mundane (what he called "infra-ordinary") events that might under normal circumstances have gone unnoted.



In our much shorter exercise, after reading an excerpt from Mr. Perec's work, participants head out into the neighborhood and spend 30 minutes jotting down their observations of absolutely whatever unfolds in the world around them. Upon returning to the group, we sit in a circle and read one line each, consecutively, from these newfound observations.



Sounds so simple! But the results are very close to miraculous: A common ground is rediscovered
 
in the weave of collective attention. What I saw, you heard; the breeze that you felt passed my corner as well. A joint song of place unfolds, and with it a giddy, collective sense that the world is ours. The first-person plural becomes real, and the dynamics of attention are revealed as the choreography of our individual beings in shared time and space.



Deep questions ensue: How do language and identity structure what we are capable of seeing and knowing? How do we change the world when we perceive it differently -- and work to articulate those perceptions? What are the political implications of a world we do (and do not) share in fundamental ways? In no time it becomes clear that attention -- giving it and getting it -- constitutes social life.



Subjects like these are usually consigned to rarefied university seminars. But we have seen these discussions arise in city parks, in E.S.L. classrooms, in public libraries and in after-school mental health programs, as participants speak from the authority of their own experience, guided by a commitment to themselves as a sensitive attentional instrument.



This new paradigm of attention education demands that we dig in on the magic of this instrument. And that we build coalitions of everyone who uses it. That means teachers and students, but also 
welders
, 
surfers
 -- anyone who does anything with care and immersive commitment, anyone who treasures true attention.



Small groups of humans turning off their phones and paying attention for half an hour in their local park is obviously not, in itself, the revolution that will bring the attention frackers to their knees. But it offers a model we can build on, of people coming together to decide (and dispute!) how the world is, and how we think it ought to be. That is the practice of freedom -- the essence of democracy -- and the high purpose of education itself.



Our attention is born free, but is, increasingly, everywhere in chains. Can our systems of liberal education rise to this challenge? The Harvard political philosopher Danielle Allen recently 
wrote
: "I have a hunch that if we are to put this problem of attention at the center of what we are asking the humanities to do right now, we might find a huge appetite for the work of the humanities. We might change the dynamics we see on college campuses and in other contexts, where the practice of the humanities seems to be slipping away."



All those who have given their attention to as supposedly arcane a topic as ancient Greek will know that the word "crisis" derives from a word that can mean "to decide." And that is precisely what's before us: a decision about what ends, exactly, the liberal arts will serve in the 21st century. No form of education can solve all our problems at a stroke. But attention education can produce a new generation of citizens who are equipped to take on those problems conscientiously and with care.



D. Graham Burnett
 is the Henry Charles Lea Professor of history and history of science at Princeton, and the co-editor of "Scenes of Attention: Essays on Mind, Time, and the Senses." He is the founder and director of the nonprofit Institute for Sustained Attention. 
Alyssa Loh
, a filmmaker, is a Sundance Institute & Alfred P. Sloan Development fellow who co-directed the short film "Twelve Theses on Attention." Peter Schmidt is the program director of the Strother School of Radical Attention in Brooklyn.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.
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Guest Essay



Not Everything Has to Be Meaningful








By Brad Stulberg


Nov 25, 2023


In 2017, I was blindsided by the sudden onset of obsessive compulsive disorder and secondary depression. For the better of a year, my days were consumed by intrusive thoughts and feelings of angst, dread and despair. It was a terrifying and disorienting ordeal.



Normally, I process whatever I'm going through via my work, writing -- suddenly, I could hardly muster enough focus to string together a sentence. My favorite foods tasted like cardboard. I couldn't find peace, let alone joy, anywhere, not even in my newborn son. The pain of that was excruciating, like nothing I'd experienced before.



I had always been -- and to a large extent, still am -- an optimistic, growth-oriented and meaning-seeking person. Part of what I found so confounding about the experience was how utterly meaningless it felt. I've read many personal development and psychology books, all of which implored me to grow from struggle and find meaning in suffering. This suffering, however, felt as if it existed solely to create pain.



Four months into my recovery, I shared my concerns with my therapist, who herself has experienced bouts of anxiety and depression. "Why does what you are experiencing right now need to have some greater purpose?" she asked me. "Not everything has to be meaningful and you don't have to grow from it. Why can't it just suck, at least for the time being?"



A large body of psychology research shows that constructs such as 
growth mind-set
, 
gratitude
 and construing 
meaning
 out of struggle can promote well-being. However, there are times when what you are going through is so painful, vexing and void of purpose that trying to adhere to these constructs hinders, rather than helps, your healing. Not only is what you are going through terrible, but you end up judging yourself because you can't even do what all the self-help books, inspirational podcasts and #growfromstruggle social media posts tell you to. The result is you feel as if you're not even good at feeling bad. Which, of course, only makes you feel worse.



It turns out that in times of deep grief, serious illness and other significant life disruptions, our sanest and most caring option is often to absolve ourselves of any pressure to find meaning or growth in our experience. Instead, as I found, sometimes simply focusing on showing up and getting through is more than enough.



That's not to say we ought to wallow in despair or become nihilistic. Pain and suffering 
are 
often followed by meaning, but sometimes that meaning comes days, weeks or even years after the experience.



As you heal from hardship, you can integrate struggles into your identity. For particularly challenging or painful experiences, you may need time to wield an appropriate response. If you are going to experience growth and meaning, these attributes must come on their own time. The bigger and more challenging the experience, the longer it takes.



Patience is crucial, but it's also hard. When you are in the thick of disorder your perception of time can slow down. Minutes feel like hours; hours feel like days; days feel like weeks.



In researching and reporting for my most recent book, "Master of Change," which explores how to navigate periods of disorder and endure life's inevitable chaos and flux, I came across countless individuals who underwent harrowing life disruptions from grave injury to illness to profound loss. The vast majority said that when they were in the thick of these experiences what they were going through often felt meaningless and as if it were going to last forever. But they got to the other side and could look back on their struggles without a sense of their being all consuming, though sometimes this took many months, sometimes many years. And with the benefit of time, most people found at least some meaning and growth.



In certain circumstances, such as grief, for many people there is no getting to the other side, no tidy bow to tie around the narrative. Yet even then there can still be meaning and growth. But if these qualities are going to emerge, they have to arrive on their own schedule. In other words, when you are in the thick of pain or struggle, meaning can feel elusive, and trying to force it usually backfires. But with time and distance, meaning often emerges, even when you least expect it. Holding on to both parts of this idea, even if it's only with 1 percent of your awareness, can be a source of strength and consolation.



In a 2010 
study
, researchers followed 330 survivors of terrible physical injuries, many of whom required surgery at a Level 1 trauma center. In a testament to the human spirit, they found that as soon as six months following their accidents, the majority of survivors were on what the researchers called a resilience trajectory, experiencing relatively low symptoms of depression and post-traumatic stress disorder. But it wasn't always a straight line to recovery. For some participants, symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder gradually rose during the first three months of recovery before they started to subside and shift to a more positive trajectory.



It seems then, that the most important thing to do when in the midst of a life upheaval is to release yourself from any expectations altogether. Be patient and be kind to yourself. Seek help and social support. Do what you can to hold onto the fact that what feels like forever now probably won't in the future. If you find immediate meaning and growth in your experience, that's great. But if not, that's OK too. Sometimes simply showing up and getting through is plenty. Perhaps the real growth is learning to let it be enough.



Brad Stulberg writes about excellence and mental health, is a member of the adjunct faculty at the University of Michigan's Graduate School of Public Health, and the author of "
Master of Change: How to Excel When Everything Is Changing -- Including You
."
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Why Is Everyone So Grumpy?








By Binyamin Appelbaum and Peter Coy


Nov 23, 2023


Peter Coy:
 So, Binya, Americans seem 
very grumpy
 about the economy lately, despite what looks like some pretty good news. I bet a lot of people will be talking over Thanksgiving dinner about why that is. I think I have some ideas to chew on.



Let me throw out one thing to start. One problem is that economists and the general public talk past each other. Inflation is a good example. To an economist, inflation is the change in prices. So if prices go up sharply but then level off for a few months, the monthly inflation rate at that point is zero. There's no more change in prices, right? But to most people, inflation is high prices. So they look at high prices in the supermarket or wherever and say, "That's inflation!" Woe unto the politician or economist who tells them otherwise.



Another thing bugging people is housing. Home prices and mortgage rates are up, and affordability is way down. Rents are also up. This is no problem if you already own, but it's awful if you're a young person trying to buy your first place. That's why you see TikTok 
talking
 about a Silent Depression; that might also explain why 93 percent of people 18 to 29 in a recent New York Times/Siena College 
poll
 said the economy was poor or only fair.



Binyamin Appelbaum:
 I find that people are not always as excited as I am to talk about economic policy at the dinner table. But maybe you're hanging out with a better crowd.



Anyway, it seems to me there are basically two flavors of answers to this question. The first looks at the economic data and sees good reason for America's bad mood. I would put your answer in that category. The second concludes that people are mad despite the economic data. Our colleague Paul Krugman is on 
that side
 of the debate.



I want to introduce a third kind of explanation, or perhaps it's just a twist on the other two: When Americans answer questions like these, I think they are generally talking about the future. So when people say they're unhappy about the economy, we should understand that primarily as a statement of concern about where we're headed.



Coy:
 Binya, you used the word "policy." Most people I know really like talking about the economy -- jobs, prices and so on -- but their eyes glaze over like a honey-roasted bird when you bring up economic policy. That's geek territory.



Which brings me to Bidenomics. To an economist, Bidenomics is a set of policies that you and I have written a lot about. More public investment. Empowering workers. More competition. The White House likes to 
point out
 that it has made a lot of progress on those priorities. But when most people hear "Bidenomics," they just think "Biden's economy" -- the state of the economy while President Biden is in office. And they aren't happy about it.



Appelbaum:
 In an NBC News poll 
released
 last weekend, only 19 percent of respondents said that they were confident the next generation would have better lives than their own generation. NBC said it was the smallest share of optimists dating back to the question's introduction in 1990.



For me, this is the great failure of the Biden administration and its economic policies: Americans simply aren't convinced that the future is bright.



That kind of pessimism might be easier to understand if the economy were in the tank. But in the 
latest
 edition of the University of Michigan Survey of Consumers, a widely cited gauge of consumer sentiment, respondents reported an improvement in their personal finances. At the same time, their views of the long-run economic outlook fell sharply.



Coy:
 Yeah, pessimism is a tough problem to fix. We need someone like Franklin Roosevelt, who lifted the spirits of the nation when things were much worse than they are now. Actually, Mr. Biden has modeled himself a bit on Roosevelt. He's inveighing against crony capitalists, saying the government is here to help and so on. For whatever reason, it's not clicking for him the way it did for Roosevelt.



I do think changing perceptions of inflation would help a lot. The reality is pretty good if you look at the data. Prices have gone up a lot, of course, but according to a careful analysis by Joseph Politano, an economics writer who looked at the data in 
multiple ways
, since the pandemic, average wages have gone up slightly more than prices
.
 That's a raise. Interestingly, the percentage gains have been bigger for lower-wage workers.



That's not the perception, of course. 



Binya, what would you do to lighten the national mood, aside from pardoning some turkeys?



Appelbaum:
 I'm skeptical that prices are the problem. Yes, to quote the Federal Reserve chair, Jerome Powell, people "hate inflation, hate it." I ask pretty much everyone I meet these days how they're feeling about the economy, and that's a common theme.



But Americans aren't behaving like people crushed by inflation. Consumer spending has been a lot stronger this year than pretty much anyone predicted. And the pace of price increases has slowed down to something close to normal, even as people continue to say that they're unhappy about the economy.



In an interesting book published a few years ago, "Narrative Economics," the Nobel laureate Robert Shiller observed: "Trying to understand major economic events by looking only at data on changes in economic aggregates such as gross domestic product, wage rates, interest rates and tax rates runs the risk of missing the underlying motivations for change. Doing so is like trying to understand a religious awakening by looking at the cost of printing religious tracts."



Professor Shiller is right about the importance of narratives in driving economic events, and I think what we're experiencing is a crisis of faith in the narrative of capitalism -- at least as practiced in the United States in 2023 -- as an engine of shared prosperity. Americans are dying sooner. They can't afford to own a home. The cost of college is crushing. Global warming looms. And the world seems a lot less safe and stable than it did a few years ago.



As for what we do about that ...



Coy:
 Love the Shiller quote. Along those lines, I just reread Jimmy Carter's so-called 
malaise speech
 from 1979 -- which, by the way, never uses the word "malaise." That was another time when people were grumpy about the economy, particularly energy prices. Mr. Carter called for "a little sacrifice from everyone," for energy conservation and so on. We forget now, but the speech actually went over well, even though he ended up losing to Ronald Reagan the next year. But I don't think Mr. Biden could get away with a speech like that. Americans are so deeply divided that they don't want to hear about shared sacrifice. Just not in the mood for it.



Appelbaum:
 Yeah, sacrifice is for turkeys. But you know what people might want to hear? Less talk about making life better for factory workers and more focus on making life better for retail workers and health care workers and warehouse workers -- the jobs that many more Americans actually do.
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Guest Essay



Relax, Electric Vehicles Really Are the Best Choice for the Climate








By Stephen Porder


Nov 24, 2023


It has been a bumpy few weeks for carmakers who sell electric vehicles, which are moving 
more slowly
 off the lot than they were earlier this year. What's going on? It seems that American drivers may be more 
hesitant
 about E.V.s than automakers expected.



I am familiar with trepidation about electric vehicles; I hear it when I give talks around the country about how each of us can take small steps to slow and stop climate change, when I chat with my neighbors and when I go on a road trip in my own E.V. Some people worry about running out of battery power far from a charging station; others are dissuaded by the upfront costs. The electric Volkswagen ID. 4, for example, sells for about $40,000, while the similarly sized, gas-powered Volkswagen Tiguan sells for about $30,000 -- though the E.V. 
has a lower total cost
 over the life of the car.



Those concerns will likely diminish in 2024 as money from the Inflation Reduction Act flows into building more charging stations and making discounts for electric vehicles available right at the dealership. But I think something else may explain why so many Americans, including those who consider themselves climate conscious, have been hesitant to buy an electric vehicle. It's a fear that such vehicles aren't really all that much better for the environment than hybrid vehicles that have both gas and electric motors, and might even be worse, because of everything required to manufacture batteries and mine the materials that go into them. This worry is keeping some would-be buyers on the sidelines of the E.V. revolution.



If you look under the hood, so to speak, these concerns share two fundamental misunderstandings: They assume that the electric vehicle industry is locked in to today's technology, and they discount the huge environmental drawbacks of gas-powered alternatives. Electric vehicles are like digital cameras in their early iterations. They are already better than the alternative for almost everyone, and improving at a breathtakingly fast clip. And while there are environmental concerns with them, they are dwarfed by the benefit they provide regarding climate change -- the biggest environmental threat to human well-being in the 21st century.



Let's start with the concern about emissions during battery construction, a topic that comes up in almost every talk I give on this subject. Electric vehicle batteries require a lot of materials and electricity to manufacture, and that process does produce more greenhouse gas emissions than not making a battery.



But let's do the math as I've done for my family's two E.V.s. We got the first to replace our 10-year-old, gas-powered Subaru, and after only two years of driving, the E.V. has created
 
fewer emissions over its lifetime than if we had kept the old car. It will take our second E.V. only four years to create fewer emissions over its lifetime than the 2005 hybrid Prius it replaced. That's counting the production of the batteries and the emissions from charging the E.V.s, and the emissions payback time will only continue to drop as more emissions-free wind and solar power comes onto the grid and battery technology improves.



My colleague Yue Qi, a battery researcher, recently told me, "Every prediction made 10 years ago about the change in price, efficiency and energy density of batteries was too pessimistic." For instance, an 
assessment
 from the Argonne National Laboratory found that the lifetime emissions of E.V.s dropped 40 percent between 2015 and 2020. Even 2020 is ancient history when you look at another oft-cited concern -- that we will run out of materials like lithium, cobalt and nickel to make batteries. Here again, it's a mistake to think present constraints will continue into the future given that the price of lithium has fallen roughly 
70 percent
 from its high in 2022.



Cobalt, another key component of batteries, has been in the public eye because of its scarcity and the 
horrific working conditions for miners
 in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Those conditions need to be addressed, but it's a mistake to view them in isolation. Oil extraction has its own horrific human and environmental costs, as does climate change. In my view, relying on gas cars over electric vehicles is the bigger contributor to environmental injustice.



Happily, an increasing number of E.V.s, including those of Tesla and the Chinese automaker BYD, 
no longer use cobalt in their batteries
 in most markets because the 
performance of cobalt-free alternatives
 is rapidly improving. Within a decade, 
many batteries
 may be built with 
sodium
 in place of lithium, a trend already accelerating in China, the world's biggest market for electric vehicles. Again, our present concerns will most likely fade in the near future.



After batteries, the second most common question that comes up is about plug-in hybrids, which are cars that can run for about 25 to 50 miles on a smallish battery and then switch to a gas engine for longer trips. You might think that that's a pretty good compromise -- most car trips in the United States are, after all, 
under 25 miles
, and if everyone had a plug-in hybrid, a vast majority of trips would be solely battery powered.



But what matters for emissions is not trips but miles, and long trips are where we really pile on the miles. That means about half of all miles driven in plug-in hybrids would still be driven using gas on long trips. Thus, buying a hybrid, rather than an electric vehicle, perpetuates our dependence on gas production and distribution, slowing -- rather than hastening -- the transition to a zero-emissions future. Simply put, we can't solve the climate crisis if we keep our gas infrastructure; only fully electric vehicles (coupled with clean electricity) can eliminate emissions from our cars.



Even without considering climate, anyone who has already switched to an electric vehicle knows it is more fun to drive, and saves time. My family doesn't have to spend time charging our E.V. every week for the simple reason that we charge our vehicle overnight at home and wake up to a full battery. And because electric vehicles have fewer parts -- no gas tank, no exhaust system, no catalytic converter, no radiator, no fuel injector, no timing belt -- downtime for repairs is practically eliminated.



Given all the benefits of electric vehicles, it's clear they should be the next car purchased by a vast majority of American drivers. And getting over our uncertainty is one of the biggest steps we can take toward a safer climate future.



Stephen Porder, the Acacia professor of ecology, environment and society and the associate provost for sustainability at Brown University, is the author of "Elemental: How Five Elements Changed Earth's Past and Will Shape Our Future."
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Should Biden Bow Out, as David Axelrod Urged?


Nov 26, 2023







To the Editor:



Re "
The Axe Is Sharp
," by Maureen Dowd (column, Nov. 19):



While reading Ms. Dowd's column on whether President Biden should run for a second term, I was struck by a historical parallel. Like Mr. Biden, President Lyndon B. Johnson had served a deeply charismatic president and used his extensive senatorial experience to seal that president's vision with legislation.



But facing health concerns and declining popularity because of the Vietnam War, as well as surprisingly strong opposition by Robert F. Kennedy, Johnson decided that his moment had passed.



As David Axelrod has noted, it is time to consider allowing other Democratic leaders to step forward. Mr. Biden has served the nation honorably for longer than most Americans have been alive, guiding the country through dark times and leaving a clear legislative mark.



For his swan song, he can try to hold on to power until he is 86. Or he can choose to guide the nation peacefully through the turbulence of the coming electoral storm -- not from the campaign trail, but as a steady presence in the Oval Office. I can think of no higher service.



Greer Brigham
New York



To the Editor:



I think it is too late for a change in the Democratic candidate for president in 2024. Instead, let's get on with 
real
 communications about President Biden's accomplishments, and start mounting a 
real
 campaign to win back some of the lost constituencies that supported Mr. Biden in 2020. Where in the world is the Democratic campaign?



Michael T. Ferro
Endwell, N.Y.



To the Editor:



I was so disheartened to read about President Biden's reaction to David Axelrod's sage advice. Instead of calling Mr. Axelrod a nasty name, Mr. Biden should listen and withdraw from the presidential race to allow younger Democrats to take a shot at it.



I think that almost any Democratic candidate has a better chance than Mr. Biden of beating Donald Trump, who is himself quite unpopular. But, unfortunately, as with so many older politicians, ego has gotten in the way.



I think Mr. Biden has done some good things as president. But all signs are pointing to a loss for him next November. And not a loss to just anyone -- a loss to Mr. Trump, who has been promising an authoritarian regime.



Is this how President Biden wants to be remembered -- as the politician whose ego caused the demise of American democracy?



Ellen Sussman
Brooklyn



Mike Johnson's Lament




For decades, Speaker Mike Johnson has been writing and speaking publicly about his religious views.




To the Editor:



Re "
In October, Johnson Said U.S. Culture Is 'Depraved'
" (news article, Nov. 18):



Mike Johnson, the new House speaker, publicly lamented last month that this country's culture was "so dark and depraved it almost seems irredeemable," casting blame for this largely on the L.G.B.T.Q. community.



Moreover, Mr. Johnson then "choked up" as he led a call in prayer, beseeching, "We repent for our sins individually and collectively."



Omit me and my proudly queer ilk from your collective flagellations, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker!



Hate under the cloak of religious piety can only lead to depraved violence, a far greater sin.



Ted Gallagher
New York



Skip the Drive-Through, for the Sake of the Environment and Mental Health




Since the lockdowns of the early pandemic, drive-throughs have only become more popular.




To the Editor:



"
When Americans Are Hungry, It's Not for Human Interaction
" (front page, Nov. 8) discusses the rapidly increasing use of drive-throughs and the reasons for their popularity.



True enough. However, the article barely touches upon a critical issue: Drive-throughs are responsible for a great deal of pollution and global-warming emissions. I've seen drive-throughs with 20-plus cars, all idling for many minutes. The cumulative effect of all these cars in all these drive-throughs is significant.



I live near Minneapolis and wholeheartedly support its ban on new drive-throughs. For people who are unable to get into the restaurant, accommodations can be made, such as a staff member bringing out the order. The rest of us can turn off our cars, go into the restaurant and get an order to go.



Nic Baker
Roseville, Minn.



To the Editor:



I read this article with a gnawing unease.



We are experiencing a crisis of human connection. Rates of depression and anxiety continue to rise. And the pandemic threw gasoline on an already simmering flame of loneliness about which our surgeon general has written so eloquently ("
We Have Become a Lonely Nation. It's Time to Fix That
," Opinion guest essay, April 30). Drive-through culture is not helping.



In fact, a rich body of evidence suggests that the tiniest daily interactions actually do matter and can have a positive impact on health, well-being and a sense of belonging. In fact, one 
clever study
 demonstrated that people who have even the smallest gestures of connection with their barista experience a more "positive affect." These connections with strangers can be delightful and deliver some of the most unexpected joys.



So just say hello to someone, hold a door open, make eye contact, remember the name of the server at your regular coffee shop, thank the kid bagging your groceries.



Less is not more when it comes to the need for human connection.



Reena L. Pande
Milton, Mass.
The writer is a physician and the former chief medical officer at AbleTo, a virtual mental health provider.



The Threat to New Orleans Drinking Water




President Biden issued an emergency declaration when it appeared that the saltwater wedge might taint drinking water in New Orleans. But the saltwater has not reached the city's Carrollton Plant, where water from the Mississippi River is processed and filtered.




To the Editor:



Re "
Storms, Rising Seas and Salty Drinking Water Threaten Lower Louisiana
" (news article, Nov. 16):



Your article highlights the threat to New Orleans's drinking water: It has become increasingly undrinkable because of saltwater intrusion in the Mississippi River due to drought from upstream areas.



While 
President Biden has granted assistance
 to temporarily halt the crisis, this is just a Band-Aid to close a gaping wound. As a New Orleans native and an activist dedicated to urban renewal and equity, I know that we need to fundamentally address the issue of climate change for our most vulnerable communities.



We have seen vast differences in environmental responses based on the racial and income composition of residents of a given area. New Orleans is no different. Climate change 
affects people of lower socioeconomic status
 disproportionately, yet they often have greater barriers to receiving aid.



Last year the United States Environmental Protection Agency opened its 
Office of Environmental Justice and External Civil Rights
 to address some of these challenges. However, 
there is no legislation
 that mandates local jurisdictions to actually implement programs that enforce environmental justice principles. In addition, climate change conversations in our more marginalized communities are needed but not happening.



Quick fixes will not solve the problem. We need coordinated action across federal and state governments that also involves input from community members. Our most vulnerable citizens should not bear the brunt of climate change in this country.



Monique Brown
New Orleans
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In palmier times, the leader of the Wagner group, Yevgeny V. Prigozhin, appeared at a Russian cultural center in the capital of the Central African Republic, sitting with schoolchildren and promising them free laptops.



But Mr. 
Prigozhin's death in August
 has rattled the mercenary group's once-cozy relations with the Central African Republic, which is now weighing offers from Russia and Western countries, including the United States, to replace Wagner as its primary security guarantor.



The outcome of this struggle could be a bellwether for the group's future on the continent, where the Central African Republic is perhaps the most deeply enmeshed among the handful of African nations partnering with Wagner.



The Russian Defense Ministry has 
sought to absorb
 some of Wagner's activities, while preserving its influence and 
maintaining its wealth of knowledge
 about the continent. But a senior Western diplomat said that the uncertainty around Wagner in the Central African Republic provided a "window of opportunity" for the United States and France to counter Russian influence.



The Biden administration has offered security assistance in exchange for easing Wagner out, said three Central African officials briefed on the discussions. Recently, representatives of the American private security firm Bancroft met with Central African officials in the country's capital, a person familiar with the meeting confirmed.




A view of Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic, where the Wagner group is deeply enmeshed despite the death of its founder this summer.





In Bangui in September. It is far from clear whether Central African officials will dare face rebels and other security threats without Wagner as security.





Wagner mercenaries loading groceries into an ambulance in Bangui in September. The Biden administration has offered security assistance in exchange for easing Wagner out, Central African officials said.




Fidele Gouandjika, the security adviser to the country's president, Faustin-Archange Touadera, said that his administration had until next month to tell U.S. officials whether it was willing to partner with them.



A State Department spokesman said in a statement that the United States was encouraging Central African officials to "gain their independence from the Wagner Group" but declined to comment further. The National Security Council did not respond to a request for comment.



Mr. Touadera has also had discussions with President Emmanuel Macron of France, the former colonial power whose involvement in the Central African Republic has waned in recent years. French and Central African officials are now working on a road map for renewed cooperation in civilian affairs.



It remains unclear, however, whether Western countries can offer the same level of security as the mercenary group and whether hard-pressed Central African officials will dare face rebel groups and other security threats without Wagner's familiar embrace. France, which is downsizing its security presence in former colonies amid growing hostility over its lingering influence, has made it clear that it will not provide troops.



For years, the Wagner group has protected the leadership of the Central African Republic with bare-knuckle security enforcement, weaponry and propaganda campaigns. In return, it has gained lucrative mining concessions for gold, diamonds and timber, while also committing egregious human rights abuses against civilians and in clashes with rebel groups.




A statue commemorating Russian mercenaries in Bangui. More than 1,000 Wagner mercenaries and some of the group's top operatives remain in the country.





Most local news outlets have had positive coverage of the Wagner group and the government, although in recent months there has been more criticism of the mercenaries.





Fidele Gouandjika, a security official, said that the Central African administration had until next month to tell U.S. officials whether it was willing to partner with them.




But in interviews with more than a dozen officials and diplomats, as well as analysts and human rights defenders, over several weeks, a new narrative seems to be emerging. Wagner, many say, has been a difficult partner that many officials would like to bid good riddance.



"They sold us a win-win partnership, but that relationship hasn't given us so much," one of the Central African government officials said about Wagner, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss relations with the group. 



Vladislav Ilin, a spokesman for the Russian Embassy in the capital, Bangui, said that Russia was "determined to come back on the African continent" and continue its security partnership with the Central African Republic.



When asked what 
Mr. Prigozhin's death
 meant for Russia's involvement in Africa, Mr. Ilin said, "No change."



Some experts agree with that assessment, harboring doubts that Mr. Touadera would dare jettison the security Wagner provides.



"Touadera is like a disabled man walking with a cane, and that cane is Wagner," said Sergei Eledinov, a retired Russian military officer and independent analyst on security issues in Africa.




Visitors at the Russian cultural center in Bangui, where Wagner has taken steps to soften its image. It offers knitting and language lessons, hosts wedding ceremonies and gives free snacks.





A board at the cultural center, known as the Russian House. Russian military instructors were first invited to the Central African Republic in 2017 as its army struggled to contain rebel groups waging an insurgency.





Anfissa Kiryanova, left, manager of the cultural center, greeting students at a Russian-language course there. She has become a new face of the Wagner group. 




At the same time, he added: "Russia doesn't know how to do business in Africa. Wagner does."



Russian military instructors were first invited to the Central African Republic in 2017, as its poorly trained and underfunded army struggled to contain rebel groups that had waged an insurgency since 2012.



It was a quick fix for both parties: Russia saw an opening to regain influence on a continent where it had lost its clout since the fall of the Soviet Union. The Central African government could enjoy the support of a major power without meeting the human rights and transparency standards demanded by Western partners. Even now, with its grip in the Central African Republic apparently weakened, Wagner remains a major presence. As the shadowy fight over its future plays out, more than 1,000 Wagner mercenaries and some of the group's top operatives remain in the country.



They still control the largest gold mine in the Central African Republic, and Russians still escort Mr. Touadera as he moves across the country.



National soldiers trained by Russian instructors and wearing the Wagner skull logo on their uniforms still guard government buildings and patrol the president's neighborhood.



And in Bangui, senior local Wagner figures dine at the same restaurants favored by Western diplomats and United Nations officials. They have even been spotted at private parties organized by humanitarian organizations.



They have trained local priests to join the Russian Orthodox Church and financed a radio station, Radio Lengo Songo, described by its editor in chief, Frederic Krock, in an interview as "under the influence" of "our Russian partners."



Through a company under sanctions by the U.S. Treasury, Wagner operatives also make beer, vodka and flavored liquors that Central Africans sip in bars and parks when the sun sets over Bangui in the late afternoon.



"Wagner or not, it feels like the Russians still control everything," said Abdoulaye Ibrahim, a former Wagner employee who was involved in the group's propaganda operations.




Wagner has a strong presence even beyond its military influence. A billboard in Bangui advertised a beer produced by Wagner operatives. 





Processing bay leaf, an ingredient in Africa ti L'or beer, at a market in Bangui.





Wagner-produced beer and vodka for sale at a roadside stall in the capital. Many Central Africans have trouble imagining ousting the mercenary group. 




With such a web of connections to Wagner, many Central Africans have trouble conceiving of a divorce with the group. "The Wagners," people say, have turned their soldiers into a professional army. They saved Bangui from the rebels and brought order to far-flung regions of the country.



"The West wants us to get rid of Wagner, but without them we'll have issues within 48 hours," said Robert Ngoki, the president of the country's Chamber of Commerce. "Whether we want it or not, they are the ones who keep the hinterland safe."



But many others say the group's harsh tactics, including rape, torture and other human rights abuses, as well as economic exploitation, have soured the relationship.



The main road linking Bangui to neighboring Cameroon snakes through lush plains and dense forests and past scattered villages. At times, an unmarked vehicle appears over the horizon, escorting trucks to the capital.



These are Wagner convoys, securing the lifeline of one of the world's poorest countries and often helping themselves to whatever they want along the way. On the side of the road, where merchants sell snacks along with gasoline in Russian beer bottles, Russian drivers often stop to grab a can of soda, a piece of bush meat or chicken -- without paying.



In Yaloke, a small mining town, residents say, armed, masked white men have looted motorcycles, animals and gold. When Russian-speaking men stole two goats in 2021, they told their owner, who asked to be identified only by his first name, Jean-Puissance, "It's on Touadera's bill," he said, referring to the Central African president.



"They're bandits. They plunder and leave," he added. "And they'll come back."



They also employ beatings and torture as a routine element of their law enforcement efforts, Central Africans and rights groups say.



When a street vendor in the western city of Bouar was detained in March after an acquaintance accused him of stealing a gallon of gasoline, he was taken to a Russian camp at the entrance of the city.




Mining for gold at a mine near Yaloke in the Central African Republic. In return for its protection services, Wagner has gained lucrative mining concessions. 





A convoy of Wagner mercenaries traveling between Bangui and the Cameroon border in September.





The wife and child of Guy Moket by his grave in Bouar, Central African Republic. He died after being detained by the Russians, who are said to routinely beat and torture suspects.




Hours later, the vendor, Guy Moket, was dropped off at the local police station in such critical condition that he was immediately transported to a clinic. He died the same day with wounds on his legs, a swollen pelvis and marks of beatings on his chest, according to four family members who saw Mr. Moket in his last hours.



Mr. Moket's death fits a pattern of abuses by Wagner mercenaries 
documented by the United Nations
 and 
research organizations
 that includes torture, indiscriminate killings and sexual violence. Increasingly, local populations, religious leaders and civil society representatives are speaking out.



"We know about their practices, we know about the women and girls they take to their trucks," said Cardinal Dieudonne Nzapalainga, the archbishop of Bangui. "They're no angels, and they behave savagely," he said, but adding "they're still a lesser evil" than the rebel groups that controlled large areas of the Central African Republic for years.



Russian instructors have also trained hundreds of Central African soldiers and self-defense groups in torture methods, according to multiple reports.



Three Central African soldiers trained by Wagner confirmed the lessons in torture. One of them, who for security reasons gave only his first name, Ahmadou, said that Wagner's instructors had them practice techniques like nail pulling, sleep deprivation and electric shocks to the genitals -- on actual prisoners.



Perhaps recognizing the growing resentment, Wagner has taken steps recently to soften its image. The Russian cultural center in Bangui, known as the Russian House and run by a senior operative of the Wagner group, offers knitting and language lessons, wedding ceremonies and free snacks. There is even an inflatable pool for children, for which Mr. Prigozhin promised clean water on that final visit to Bangui.



The manager of the center, Anfissa Kiryanova, an amiable woman in her mid-30s, has emerged as one of the new public faces of the group. She said in an interview that she was sad about Mr. Prigozhin's death and that "we will see what changes over time."



But one thing remains certain. "Our boss," she said, meaning the Russian leader, Vladimir V. Putin, "remains the president."




The Ubangi river in Bangui.




Eric Schmitt
 contributed reporting from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/world/africa/wagner-russia-central-african-republic.html
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Ukrainian Attack Cuts Power to Some Russian-Occupied Areas



The assault on energy infrastructure, a significant theater in the war, followed a large-scale Russian drone attack on Kyiv.




Walking past a day care that was damaged in a Russian drone attack on Saturday in Kyiv, Ukraine.




By Matthew Mpoke Bigg


Nov 26, 2023


A Ukrainian strike on a power station in Russian-held territory in eastern Ukraine overnight cut power to towns and cities, the pro-Russian authorities there said on Sunday, less than a day after Moscow launched 
a record number of attack drones
 toward Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital.



The overnight attack was another sign of Kyiv's determination to inflict damage on its adversary's electricity infrastructure before 
what many in Ukraine expect will be a renewed wintertime assault
 by Russia on Ukraine's power grid.



Denis Pushilin, the pro-Moscow leader in the Russian-held part of the Donetsk region, said that most of the drones launched by Ukraine at the area overnight had been intercepted, but "due to the massiveness of the strikes, not everything was shot down."



"The situation is not easy," he said on the Telegram messaging app, adding that some towns and districts had been left without light. He did not say whether the attack had involved drones or missiles or a combination of the two.



The attack hit the thermal power plant in Starobesheve, a town at least 25 miles east of the front line in the region, according to Russia's RIA Novosti state news agency. It said that power had been cut in half of the regional capital, Donetsk, and in half of the port city of Mariupol about 60 miles to the south.



Power infrastructure has become a significant theater in the war, in addition to the frontline battles in southern and eastern Ukraine and a struggle for control of the Black Sea. In the absence of a major military breakthrough by either side this year, Ukraine's ability to survive a second winter of attacks has been a focus of concern for many people.



Last year, starting in October, Russia mounted a concerted campaign to starve Ukraine of energy, apparently seeking to disrupt the country's fighting capability and sap the will of Ukrainians to continue the war.




A woman bundled up in Siversk, Ukraine, where residents have no gas, electricity or running water. Ukraine's ability to survive a second winter of attacks has been a focus of concern for many.




The Ukrainian authorities say that barrage of missile and exploding-drone strikes would have put the country's electricity grid out of action were it not for 
the efforts of utility workers
 and support from Kyiv's Western partners. Even so, the assault left many Ukrainians in the dark and cold and hurt the country's economy.



Ukraine's energy sector has prepared extensively for the likelihood of another winter assault, repairing and shielding electricity substations and installing additional power production capacity. Air defenses including Patriot missile systems supplied by the country's NATO allies have also made the country less vulnerable.



At the same time, Ukraine has ramped up its attacks on Russian-occupied territory and Russia itself.



RIA Novosti reported that the country's air defenses had shot down 11 Ukrainian drones in western Russia overnight and nine others on Sunday. Moscow's mayor, Sergei Sobyanin, said that some of the drones had been flying toward his city. Drones were also intercepted in the Bryansk, Kaluga and Tula regions of western Russia, according to RIA.



Ukraine has targeted energy infrastructure specifically, launching at least five attacks since October on at least three electricity substations and an oil refinery in the Krasnodar region of Russia, according to the Ukrainian authorities, who maintain that they attack only power facilities directly linked to Russia's military campaign.



Five people were injured in Russia's attack on Kyiv overnight into Saturday, an assault that Ukraine said involved about 75 drones and that President Volodymyr Zelensky described as "deliberate terror." Russian forces then followed up overnight into Sunday with further drone attacks.



Ukraine's air force said on Telegram that it had shot down eight of the nine drones that Russia launched. It did not say where the drone that got through its defenses had struck.



Constant Meheut
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/world/europe/ukraine-russia-drones-power-infrastructure.html
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Fire Season in Australia Starts, Early and Ominous



Though experts do not think that this season will be the worst yet, they also warn that the past is no longer a reliable guide to the future.



By Yan Zhuang


Nov 26, 2023


The warmest winter on record, followed by an unusually warm and dry spring. Hundreds of fires along Australia's east coast, including one that razed 53 homes in Queensland. And last week, on the west coast, a raging blaze just over a dozen miles from the Perth city center was fueled by an unseasonably early heat wave and strong winds.



By Sunday, firefighters had contained the Perth fire, which had burned through about 4,500 acres, destroyed 18 homes and forced dozens of people to evacuate.



It is not yet summer, but Australia's fire season is well underway, in the latest example of how climate change is altering the rhythms of life across the Earth. Stoked by the El Nino weather pattern, it is the first dry and hot year since the summer of 2019-2020. It is expected to be 
the worst fire season
 since that period, when nearly 500 people died from direct fire exposure and smoke inhalation, and tens of thousands of acres were charred.



"We're still at the very beginning of the fire reason, and already we've had hundreds of fires since early October," Western Australia's emergency services minister, Stephen Dawson, said on Friday.



Many experts foresee a difficult summer.



"All of the diagnostics are telling us that we're moving into dangerous terrain," said David Bowman, a professor of pyrogeography and fire science at the University of Tasmania. Current conditions more closely resemble a late-summer month like February, he said.



The authorities and experts do not believe that this summer will be as bad as 2019-2020, because it is being preceded by years of 
rain and floods
 rather than drought. And they say the country is better prepared, with improved coordination between agencies and more resources for firefighters. Communities devastated that summer have spent years equipping themselves.



But what level of preparation is enough when climate change is driving more intense and unpredictable extreme weather events? Scientists say that everyone, from the authorities to everyday people, is struggling to answer this question.



On Wednesday night, Debra Edmonds, 54, got a stressful surprise when her apartment, in a residential block on the outskirts of Perth, the fourth-biggest city in the country, was put under an evacuation order as the wildfire blazed nearby.



"Living in suburbia, you just don't expect a bushfire to be on top of you," she said on Friday, adding that she had grown up in the area.




Fire near Wannaroo, north of Perth, on Thursday.




Her experience points to a concern many experts have: how the combination of urban sprawl and increasingly intense, climate-driven fires puts more residents at risk.



Ms. Edmonds spent the night at a relative's house and was able to return the next day, when the threat was downgraded. But she went home changed. "Before, it was never something that entered your mind," she said. "And now, it's made me very prepared."



Such a mental shift, though helpful, may not be enough as the past becomes less useful for anticipating what's ahead.



The conditions in Australia exemplify how climate change is making fires more unpredictable and firefighting more difficult, Mr. Bowman said.



Firefighters in some states struggled to complete preventive burning, with climate change shortening the time they had to work, he said. And in some areas, vegetation that flourished with several years of heavy rain has dried out incredibly quickly.



"We've got all these things that are changing: this sudden surge of fuel loads after La Nina, everything drying out because of El Nino, summer weather in spring, astronomical climate exceedances," Mr. Bowman said.



He said that fires in late October in Queensland had already shown unusual behavior, such as burning fiercely through the night instead of becoming weaker, as normally happens when temperatures fall and humidity rises. It was an indicator of how intensely dry the area was, he said, warning that the country would continue to experience unusual fire behavior in the months ahead.



"The fire history that we depended on to try and understand things and make decisions and get ourselves prepared is all changing now because of climate change," said Jason Sharples, a professor and director of the University of New South Wales's bushfire research group. "The knowledge we had based on the historical events isn't necessarily going to be a good guide."



Some of the fires in the country have occurred earlier and been more intense than usual, he said, and fit into a broader trend "toward more extreme fires" on both coasts.



Australia has heavily invested in firefighting aircraft, he said, having recognized that with fire seasons expected to get longer globally, the country can no longer rely on borrowing from places like the United States and Canada during their winters.



And firefighters and experts are in the process of re-evaluating "the traditional tactics we would have used to suppress fires" as wildfires grew more extreme, Mr. Sharples said, often "to the stage where it's literally just not safe for firefighters to try to be putting them out."




Firefighters watching as grassland burns near Wannaroo on Thursday.




Even people who thought they were prepared for the coming summer have been caught off guard.



When Michele Eckersley and Andrew Lawson bought property last year near Bawley Point on the New South Wales south coast, in the country's east, they were aware of the fire risk. The area had been devastated by the 2019-2020 summer, and they had seen vegetation flourish under heavy rain, then dry out over the past few months.



They installed a sprinkler system on top of the house, and set aside time in October and November to further safeguard their home, including replacing their deck with fireproof timber.



What they were not expecting was for a fire to flare up on Oct. 1 -- only a month after the end of winter -- and raze about half the land on their property.



"We thought we had time," Ms. Eckersley, 60, said.



"Everything's changed," Mr. Lawson, 62, added. "It's changing so fast."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/world/australia/fire-season-bad.html
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DeSantis Faces Critical Decision on Cruise Ships in Key West



A campaign donor to Gov. Ron DeSantis wants to expand cruise ship operations in Key West, where voters have tried to restrict them.




The cruise shop Celebrity Silhouette docked in Key West, Fla., this month. 




By Frances Robles


Nov 25, 2023


Since the early days of the coronavirus pandemic, when cruise ships filled with sickened passengers were blocked from U.S. ports, residents in Key West, Fla., have been trying to limit the size and number of vacation vessels on the tiny island, using the momentum created during the pandemic to argue for continuing restrictions on cruise vessels.



Activists flooded City Commission meetings, protested on the dock, collected signatures and managed to pass three ballot measures in 2020 imposing stricter controls to protect the marine environment and limit passengers to 1,500 a day -- only to see the state Legislature, with the approval of Gov. Ron DeSantis, void the new restrictions the following year.



Now the wealthy hotelier who operates Key West's cruise ship port is doubling down, asking the state for permission to expand, which would allow bigger ships with more passengers to operate legally out of the port.



The issue will soon land on the desk of Mr. DeSantis, who has received nearly $1 million in campaign donations from the pier's owner. It represents a tough balancing act for the Republican governor, a 2024 presidential candidate who has touted his environmental record but has also been a booster of Florida's tourism industry.



Safer Cleaner Ships, the organization behind the move to keep large cruise ships out of Key West, recently fired another salvo: It filed a whistle-blower lawsuit against the local port owner, Pier B Development Corp., citing state records it said showed the company had underpaid millions of dollars in state fees and taxes. The Florida attorney general's office dismissed the suit in part on jurisdictional grounds, a decision that activists said was a sign of continuing state support for a campaign donor, the owner of one of the country's largest private hotel chains.



For Mr. DeSantis, whose policies are under scrutiny during the presidential campaign, a decision on whether to authorize expanded cruise ship operations calls for weighing environmental concerns as well as potential revenues from his state's biggest industry in a petition that comes from a major campaign donor.



The issue has been a contentious one in Key West, with many people whose livelihoods depend on cruise ship visitors accusing the ballot measure proponents of "class warfare" and of not welcoming the lower-income tourists who book passage on the giant vessels. Local retail outlets, tour guides and harbor pilots argued that hotels on the island are expensive and cruise ships open the area to people who might not otherwise be able to afford to visit.



The cruise industry, meanwhile, quietly funded 
a campaign against the 2020 ballot measures
, The Miami Herald reported, warning residents that a reduction in cruise ship revenues could lead to drastic cuts in policing and other public services.



Before the pandemic, nearly a million people a year were visiting Key West aboard cruise ships. But when Covid-19 brought that to a halt, the city's $2.4 billion tourism industry -- responsible for 44 percent of its jobs -- did not collapse.



Instead, 
hotel tax revenue rose
 15 percent, and with 1.4 million arrivals, the airport set a record in 2021.



"People said, 'If you limit cruise ships it will kill business! Jobs!' That's been proven false by the passage of time," said Arlo Haskell, one of the anti-cruise ship group's founders.



The activists have focused on the waters around the Florida Keys, which they argue improved significantly during the pandemic without a constant stream of cruise ships churning up sand and threatening coral reefs -- an argument that resonated for a broad range of Key West residents.



Safer Cleaner Ships collected 2,500 signatures on the ballot measures to change the city charter; they each passed with majorities of over 60 percent.




Arlo Haskell, founder of the Key West Committee for Safer Cleaner Ships, in Key West last year.




In the months after the election, 11 companies owned by the pier operator, Mark Walsh, donated a total of nearly $1 million to Mr. DeSantis's political committee, 
The Miami Herald revealed.



Months later, Mr. DeSantis signed legislation that prohibited any local ballot measure from restricting marine commerce. Opponents were outraged, with many publicly calling it "pay to play."



Mr. DeSantis's office declined to comment on the issue, as did Mr. Walsh, whose lawyer, however, said the companies' donations were in support of the governor's general pro-tourism stance, especially during Covid-19.



In response to concerns that cruise ships were damaging coral reefs, Mr. Walsh urged the city in a 2021 letter to "look at the science, and what is currently being done to restore the reef environment," an effort to which he offered to contribute.



The city settled on a compromise, prohibiting ships from mooring at the two docks the city controls. That left the privately owned dock, Pier B, operated by Mr. Walsh's company, as the only dock available to cruise vessels. The cutback resulted in a 50 percent drop in cruise ship traffic, an outcome the anti-cruise ship activists saw as positive but which tourism business owners described as a substantial blow.



Edwin O. Swift III, president of Historic Tours of America, said his business, which offers trolley tours of the city, has been down 40 percent.




Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida speaking in Iowa City in October. 




"The whole thing is being mishandled by the politicians," he said.



The Safer Cleaner Ships group decided to dig further into the cruise dock company's operations, and after combing state databases, filed a lawsuit alleging that the company had misreported the revenue it had earned. Using the amount of disembarkation fees Pier B had paid to the city, the group calculated that the company had underpaid the state at least $5 million in lease payments and "hundreds of thousands more" in taxes from disembarkation fees. "That's the public's money," Mr. Haskell said.



The lawsuit was filed under seal in 2022 as a whistle-blower case under the Florida False Claims Act, which empowers citizens to sue on behalf of state or local governments. The state attorney general's office unsealed the suit last week, telling The Times that the state had investigated the matter and decided not to pursue the case.



Chase Sizemore, a spokesman for the office, said the group's claims were not within the jurisdiction of the False Claims Act, and that many of the allegations regarding lease fees had been "investigated and lacked merit." The tax revenue allegations, he said, had been referred to the appropriate agency for follow-up.



Jon Moore, a spokesman for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the agency that manages the lease, said a recent audit found "no issues" of concern related to the whistle-blower claims.



Pier B officials said they only recently learned of the tax and fees lawsuit. Matt Redstone, an assistant controller at Mr. Walsh's company, Ocean Properties, said that it had paid all fees owed to the state.



Bart Smith, a lawyer who represents Mr. Walsh in Key West, said claims made by Safer Cleaner Ships in its lawsuit were "false and without merit," adding that the company had corrected the manner in which it reported revenue.




A cruise ship docking in Key West.




"Unfortunately, there is one group who is willing to disparage and cast false statements or misrepresentations without consequence in order to meet their political aims and financial pursuits," Mr. Smith said. "Pier B will continue its efforts to support the Key West community, environment and especially reef restoration in the Florida Keys."



Already, ships larger than what is allowed under Pier B's existing lease with the state have been docking in Key West, a fact that came to light when cruise ship opponents last year photographed a number of large ships docked at the pier and reported it to state and federal authorities.



Mark Kincaid, an engineering consultant who works for Mr. Walsh, acknowledged that ships larger than what was allowed under the lease were docking at the pier, a legacy of practices that he said began before the city closed its own docks to cruise ships.



The company's latest request for more space is designed to bring it "into compliance" but will not make any practical difference, Mr. Kincaid said.



The state last year issued a temporary permit allowing the expansion to accommodate bigger ships, but it expires in June.



The issue of what, if any, environmental damage is caused by cruise ships continues to be a contentious one. Each side has competing scientists arguing its point.



William Precht, a coral reef specialist hired by Mr. Walsh, provided photographs showing living coral reefs even at the dock where the ships port. Any sand kicked up by the ships dissipates before it can damage the reefs, he said.



"In my 40 years of working on the Florida reef tract, there haven't been any reefs killed by cruise ships," he said.



The Florida Keys Marine Sanctuary, a federally administered agency charged with protecting waters in the area, said in a statement that studies showing healthy reefs growing vertically on the pier do not take into consideration the coral on the sea floor that may be harmed by sand churned up by the ships.



And other scientists have cautioned that the sand threatens even coral reefs that are further from the port. "That channel is not Vegas: What happens there doesn't stay there," said Henry O. Briceno, director of Florida International University's Water Quality Monitoring Network, who conducted a 
study
 on the area that has been cited by cruise ship opponents. "What happens there goes to the coral reef."



The governor, who has called the reefs a "state treasure," is expected to make a decision with his cabinet in December.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/25/us/key-west-cruise-ships-desantis.html
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Here Are the Members of Congress Giving Up Their Seats, Setting Up a 2024 Fight



The fight for control of Congress could be heavily influenced by the already large number of members retiring or seeking higher office.




Representative George Santos, a Republican in a competitive New York district, announced this month he would not seek re-election after the House Ethics Committee detailed evidence that he had broken finance laws.




By Robert Jimison


Nov 26, 2023


More than three dozen members of Congress have already said they are planning to leave their seats, setting the stage for major turnover in the 2024 election.



Few of the departures that have been announced are expected to alter the balance of power in the closely divided House, where the vast majority of seats are gerrymandered to be safe for one of the two political parties, or in the Senate. But a handful are already putting crucial seats up for grabs.



Many of those who are leaving are expressing frustration about the polarization and paralysis that has gripped the institution particularly this year, as House Republicans, dominated by their far-right flank, have struggled to do the basic business of governing and feuded over who should lead them.



Here's a look at the retirements that have been announced so far. A bolded name indicates a departure that could alter the balance of power in Congress, or lead to a 
competitive or potentially competitive race
.



Members of Congress retiring from office



Senate



House



Lawmakers seeking other office



President



Senate



Governor



State Attorney General



Mayor
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To Beat Trump, Nikki Haley Is Trying to Speak to All Sides of a Fractured G.O.P.



Her campaign will test what political strategists and observers of her rise in politics have said is among her greatest political skills: an ability to massage her message to the moment.




Nikki Haley has sought to calibrate her message to appeal to the former president's base as well as Republicans seeking an alternative.




By Jazmine Ulloa


Nov 26, 2023


To beat former President Donald J. Trump in the coming months, Nikki Haley, his former ambassador to the United Nations, must stitch together a 
coalition of Republicans
: Mr. Trump's most faithful supporters, voters who like his policies but who have grown weary of him personally, and the smaller but still vocal contingent who abhor him entirely.



It's a challenge that will test what political strategists and those who have observed Ms. Haley's ascent from her 
first underdog win
 in South Carolina have said is among her greatest skills as a candidate: an ability to calibrate her message to the moment.



Since announcing her bid in February, she has campaigned much like an old guard Republican: hawkish on foreign policy, supportive of legal immigration reform and staunchly in favor of the international alliances that Mr. Trump 
questioned during his administration
. She has also sounded a lot like the former president, whose "America First" rhetoric she echoed while serving as one of his diplomats, with aggressive calls to send the U.S. military into Mexico and remarks about the need to rid schools and the military of perceived left-wing influences on hot-button cultural issues like race and transgender rights.



Other than how she has navigated Mr. Trump himself, perhaps no issue best exemplifies Ms. Haley's approach than abortion. She backed harsh restrictions on the procedure as governor of South Carolina and has called herself "unapologetically pro-life" on the trail, but she has struck a flexible tone as her party has flailed in countering the electoral backlash the conservative majority on the Supreme Court triggered when it overturned Roe v. Wade. Her appeals for "consensus" have been among the most common reasons cited for her upward climb in the polls in the early voting states of Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina.



Ryan Williams, a Republican strategist and a former aide to Mitt Romney who has known Ms. Haley since she was a state lawmaker first running for governor, said she "has always been a pragmatic conservative." "She is comfortable in her own skin, and she is going to win or lose based on her own values and beliefs," he said. Still, the difficulty for her, as for all the candidates attempting to emerge as a Trump alternative, is that "what a conservative is has been redefined by Trump himself," he said.



Mr. Trump's lead over the field is dominant nationally and in every early state polled, and it remains uncertain that Ms. Haley could peel away enough of his faithful, no matter her approach, to come out on top. And what has so far propelled her could also become a liability, should she alienate one or more faction. Her rivals, including Mr. Trump and Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, have sought to portray her as insufficiently conservative and as someone who panders to Democrats. Jaime Harrison, the chairman of the Democratic National Committee, 
labeled her
 a "snake oil salesman" who "will say whatever she needs to say to get power."



Her campaign officials and surrogates argue her politics have stayed the same, with the country and the world changing around her. "Nikki has always been a tough, anti-establishment conservative," said Olivia Perez-Cubas, a spokeswoman for Ms. Haley.



Ms. Haley's attempt to thread the needle on abortion is already being tested, as she has faced skepticism from Iowa's evangelical community, a critical voting bloc. Addressing a conservative Christian audience in Iowa, Ms. Haley said she would have signed a ban on abortion 
after six weeks of pregnancy
 as governor.



Democrats 
seized on Ms. Haley's remarks
 as proof that, despite her tone, she is no moderate on the issue. The 
influential evangelical leader Bob Vander Plaats
, who previously indicated that clear-cut abortion opposition would be the driving factor for his support, went on to endorse Mr. DeSantis. But just days earlier, Ms. Haley had received 
a seemingly impromptu endorsement
 from Marlys Popma, the former head of the state Republican Party and one of Iowa's most prominent anti-abortion activists -- who indicated she was comfortable with Ms. Haley's stance.



Here are four other issues on which Ms. Haley has shifted, evolved or otherwise tempered her positions.



Immigration and refugees



Ms. Haley first rose in politics on the deep red wave of the Tea Party -- and its anti-immigrant sentiment. As governor, she signed some of the harshest immigration laws in the country in 2011, requiring law enforcement officers to ask certain people's immigration status and businesses to verify that their workers were in the country legally.



But Ms. Haley, the 
daughter of Indian immigrants
, largely refrained from using dehumanizing language against immigrants and stuck to the consistent message that immigration was critical to the nation, as long as it was done legally. Still, two pivotal events prompted her to take a sharp turn on the issue: the deadly terror attack in Paris in 2015, and the rise of Mr. Trump.



After the attack, Ms. Haley, who was then governor, went from supporting the 
efforts of faith groups
 to resettle refugees in South Carolina to aggressively fighting the Obama administration on the admission of Syrians fleeing violence, citing concerns over the vetting process.



Before Mr. Trump's election in 2016, she called his proposal to bar Muslims from traveling to the United States "
absolutely un-American.
" As Mr. Trump's U.N. ambassador, she 
defended his order
 to temporarily block all refugees and people from six Muslim-majority countries from entering the U. S., as well as his decision to cut American funding to Palestinian refugees.



On the trail, she has expressed support for expediting legal immigration avenues, for aiding escape from persecution and for improving the ways people can migrate, calling for a system based on merit and business needs, rather than quotas. But with a higher and more consistent frequency, she echoes Mr. Trump. She has promised to build a wall, 
send immigrants back
 and reinstitute some of Mr. Trump's 
harshest immigration and asylum policies
.



Tough talk on China



Ms. Haley seizes every opportunity to flex her foreign policy credentials and has stood out among her rivals for 
her steadfast support of Israel
 and Ukraine.



A trickier spot has been her 
hawkish stance on China
. Ms. Haley's stump speeches are laden with warnings that China is outpacing the United States in shipbuilding, hacking American infrastructure and developing "neuro-strike weapons," which she says can be used to "disrupt brain activity" of military commanders and civilians.



But as governor of South Carolina, she lauded and welcomed Chinese companies that wanted to contribute to the state's economy, helping those entities 
expand or open new operations
. Those moves have opened her to 
attacks from Mr. DeSantis
 and other opponents, and she and Mr. DeSantis have lobbed 
false
 or 
misleading
 claims involving China at each other in recent weeks as the race for second place has tightened.



Explaining her position on the campaign trail, Ms. Haley has argued that her administration's investments in Chinese companies accounted for a fraction of the jobs and projects spurred during her tenure, and that she had not been aware of the dangers China posed until she became U.N. ambassador. The threat of China has also evolved, she adds.



"There is not another governor in this race that hasn't worked to recruit Chinese companies," she said last month at a chapel in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. "Every governor has done the same thing, just like every one of you has Chinese products in your home."



Identity politics



Few moments have defined Ms. Haley more in the public view than when she signed legislation to take down the 
Confederate battle flag
 at the South Carolina State House, after a white supremacist shot and killed nine Black parishioners in Charleston in 2015, including a state senator. On the trail, she powerfully 
recalls the experience
, casting herself as a new generational leader capable of bridging divides.



But the feat also captures her calibration: As she ran for election in 2010 and then re-election in 2014, she 
rejected talk of removing the flag
, a thorny issue in a state where Confederate heritage groups were a major political force. After the 2015 attack rattled South Carolina, Ms. Haley seized on the newfound political will among state lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.



Ms. Haley has also wielded her own identity to significant effect. Much as she invokes her high heels to point out that she is the only woman in the race, she has used her family background to call for staunch immigration measures and her election as the first woman of color to lead South Carolina to argue that America is neither "rotten" nor "racist."



Fighting the conservative cultural battles that have animated the G.O.P. base in recent years has not been central to her presidential campaign, but Ms. Haley has echoed Mr. DeSantis and Mr. Trump in some of her language criticizing gender and racial diversity initiatives in 
boardrooms and classrooms
. Her stump speech incorporates nods to the growing wave of 
anti-trans legislation
, and her call to end "gender pronoun classes in the military" remains one of her 
most reliable applause lines
 on the trail. At her 
education policy rollout
 in September, she joined a conservative political group known for promoting book bans, another cause adopted by many on the far right.



But as 
new polling has shown
 that the battle against "wokeness" has lost some of its political potency, her more recent remarks about education have tended to focus on support for school choice programs, which allow public money to be directed to private and religious schools, and tackling children's low test scores in core subjects like reading and math.



Donald J. Trump



In the 2024 race, perhaps Ms. Haley's most careful approach has been toward Mr. Trump, whose support among Republicans remains significant.



Not long after the assault on the U.S. Capitol, Ms. Haley said Mr. Trump had "
lost any sort of political viability
." But she later went on to say that the 
party needed the former president
 and suggested that she 
would not jump into
 the 2024 presidential race if Mr. Trump decided to run. She then became the first to challenge him for the nomination -- a move the Trump campaign highlighted in an email to supporters as one of her "flip flops" in the 2024 race.



In a January interview with the Fox News host Bret Baier, Ms. Haley explained her change of heart, saying conditions at the border, inflation and crime, and the country's approach to foreign policy had worsened since she initially indicated she would stay out of the running. "I think we need a young generation to come in to step up and really start fixing things," she said.



On the trail, she has alternated between criticism and praise of Mr. Trump. On the one hand, she has lauded him for his border policies. At the first presidential debates in August, she was among six candidates 
who raised their hands
 to indicate they would support the former president as their party's nominee, even if he were convicted of a felony. But she also has called Mr. Trump "thin-skinned and easily distracted" -- among her sharpest critiques -- and more recently has been describing him as a force of "drama and chaos" that the country cannot afford.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/us/politics/haley-trump-issues-2024.html
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Remains of World War II Tank Commander Identified After 79 Years



Second Lt. Gene F. Walker was killed in Germany in 1944, nearly three months after his daughter was born. She learned in July that his remains had been identified.




Second Lt. Gene F. Walker was fighting in Germany during World War II when he was killed.




By Amanda Holpuch


Nov 25, 2023


For nearly 79 years, Anne Walker Collingwood knew little about her father, an American soldier who died about three months after she was born while fighting near Hucheln, Germany, during World War II.



Her father, Second Lt. Gene F. Walker, was the commander of a tank that was hit by an anti-tank round and caught fire in November 1944. The attack is believed to have killed Lieutenant Walker, 27, instantly, but heavy fighting in the area prevented the surviving crew members from recovering his body.



Later efforts to recover Lieutenant Walker's remains could not determine if those found in the area were his, or if they belonged to other soldiers who had died or were missing. At home in Indiana, Ms. Collingwood's family told her little about her father.



Then in July, Ms. Collingwood received an unexpected call: the military had identified her father's remains.



"It was the biggest surprise I've ever had in my life, I still can't grasp it," Ms. Collingwood said on Friday, the 79th anniversary of her father's death.



The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, or D.P.A.A., a Defense Department agency that tries to recover the bodies of service members who go missing during wars, 
announced on Wednesday
 that Lieutenant Walker had been accounted for. 
As of May 2022
, there were more than 72,100 Americans still missing from World War II.



Lieutenant Walker began his military service in July 1942 after graduating from high school in Richmond, Ind., in 1935 and working at a car company, according to news reports from the time 
provided by the D.P.A.A
.



The War Department issued a presumptive finding of death for Lieutenant Walker in April 1945. After the war, investigators sent to the area where he was killed failed to find his remains.



Ms. Collingwood said that her mother was so distraught by her father's death that she did not talk about him. The little information Ms. Collingwood had about him came from a few photos and conversations with her stepfather, who had been a close friend of her father's.



"I still wasn't happy because I still didn't know enough," Ms. Collingwood said. "People were just, I think they were more tight-lipped back then anyway, but also, with the trauma of the whole thing, nobody ever really told me too much about him."



That changed this month, when military representatives visited her and her family in Solana Beach, Calif. Ms. Collingwood said that the representatives gave her several copies of books based on military records that "just told everything there was to know about my father."



Ms. Collingwood said that the idea that her father's remains would ever be identified was the "furthest thing" from her mind and that she did not know the military had a program to identify missing soldiers.



She had an inkling that something might happen about five years ago, when the military contacted her and said that they were trying to create a family tree for her father in case his remains were ever found.



She and two cousins provided DNA samples, but she did not expect anything to come of it.



Historians pored over records as part of a D.P.A.A. project focused on soldiers missing from ground combat on the western border of Germany, said Sgt. First Class Sean Everette, an agency spokesman.



One historian found a set of unidentified remains recovered from a burned-out tank in the Hucheln area that could have belonged to Lieutenant Walker or another soldier, Sergeant Everette said.



The remains were buried in Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery and Memorial in Belgium and disinterred in August 2021. They then were transferred to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska to be studied by forensic anthropologists, the sergeant said.



DNA samples were also sent to Dover Air Force Base in Delaware and compared to family samples from Lieutenant Walker and the other soldier. The military scientists concluded that the remains belonged to Lieutenant Walker and contacted Ms. Collingwood.



"I was extremely happy and wishing that my mother and my grandmother could be alive so that they could know this," she said.



She said she is preparing for Lieutenant Walker's remains to be flown to California, where Ms. Collingwood and her family will meet the plane on the tarmac.



"I don't know if I'll make it through that, that's going to be so emotional for me," she said.



Then, nearly 80 years after Lieutenant Walker was killed, he will be interred at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery in San Diego, which overlooks the Pacific Ocean. His family plans to hold a ceremony there early next year.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/25/us/world-war-ii-solider-identified.html
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Overlooked No More: Elena Zelayeta, Emissary for Mexican Cooking



Beginning the 1930s in San Francisco, she transformed the image of her native Mexican cuisine in the United States with a restaurant and popular cookbooks, all while overcoming a loss of sight.




Elena Zelayeta in the 1970s. She wrote four cookbooks, a self-help book and a memoir, starred in a TV cooking program, and started her own frozen food brand. 




By Mayukh Sen


Nov 22, 2023


This article is part of 
Overlooked
, a series of obituaries about remarkable people whose deaths, beginning in 1851, went unreported in The Times.



In 1934, Elena Zelayeta was an up-and-coming chef of Mexican cuisine expecting her second child when her eyesight began to falter. She visited a doctor, who told her there was no hope: A mature cataract and detached retina would ultimately leave her blind.



Her disability forced her to step away from Elena's Mexican Village, the San Francisco restaurant she had been operating for four years, serving chili swimming with ground beef and soups simmering with cheesy mounds of fluffy dough in a tomato-rich broth. In the absence of its figurehead, the restaurant was soon crushed by debt, to the point of closing. Zelayeta herself fell into a depression so fierce that she contemplated ending her life.



But after two years of inertia, cooking lifted her out of her misery. She relied upon her other senses, cracking eggs into her palms and separating them by letting the gooey insides slink through her fingers; smelling deep fat to assess its temperature; and poking at meat with her fingers to determine its doneness.



She would go on to write four cookbooks as well as a self-help book and a memoir, star in a cooking program in the early 1950s, when food television was in its nascency, and start her own frozen food brand in an era when Swanson TV dinners were just starting to curry public favor. All of it made Zelayeta America's most prominent evangelist for Mexican cooking for three decades.



Her success came at a time when many Americans regarded Mexican cuisine in belittling terms. "I think that Mexican food was thought of as kind of a low-level party food," a granddaughter, also named Elena Zelayeta, after her grandmother, said in an interview. "I don't think it was thought of as a cuisine."




Zelayeta with her granddaughter Elena around 1959. Until she elevated Mexican cuisine, it "was thought of as kind of a low-level party food," her granddaughter said.




Elena Loshuertos was born on Oct. 3, 1897, to a Spanish immigrant family in Mexico City. Her father, Don Manuel Loshuertos, and her mother, Dona Luisa Soriano, ran an inn and restaurant in El Mineral del Oro, a small gold-mining town about 80 miles northeast of Mexico City.



Elena assisted her mother in the kitchen, stringing vivid cerise chiles to dry in the sun, grinding cumin seeds with a mortar and pestle, and dampening and heating tortillas.



What was meant to be a family vacation to San Francisco ended up being a permanent stay with the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution in 1910, when the family home was destroyed.



The family's first months in San Francisco were "tinged with sadness as we tried so hard to fit into the strange ways of a new land," Zelayeta wrote in her self-help book, "Elena's Lessons in Living" (1947). Discrimination was routine: At school, students taunted Elena and her siblings for the staccato intonation of their speech. To make ends meet, she hawked her mother's tamales door to door.



It was during the throes of the Depression, when it was difficult to find work, that Zelayeta decided to realize her long-gestating dream of running a restaurant. She and her husband, Lorenzo Zelayeta, whose family also hailed from Mexico, began to serve chiles rellenos, or cheese-stuffed peppers, in their seven-room flat, covering tables with pastel cloths.



Their homegrown restaurant was such a sleeper hit that Zelayeta soon moved it to a building in downtown San Francisco. There, her jubilant personality was as much an attraction as her enchiladas: She would dance for the crowd as they shouted "Ole!
"



It was a difficult time for Mexican immigrants, with white Americans accusing them of depriving them of jobs as laborers. From 1929 to 1936, the government forcibly 
sent
 more than a million Mexican and Mexican Americans to Mexico.



"The importance of her work, to me, is popularizing Mexican food in the West, and eventually nationwide during a time when many Americans were outright racist about the Mexican/Mexican American people and our culture," Teresa Finney, who runs an Atlanta micro-bakery, At Heart Panaderia, wrote in an email.



As Elena's Mexican Village prospered, her vision deteriorated. Faces of regular customers and friends became imperceptible to her. She could barely make out her own reflection in the mirror. "I felt that blindness was something to hide, something to be ashamed of," she later remembered.




Zelayeta in the late 1940s. It was during the Depression, when work was hard to find, that she decided to open her long-gestating dream of running a restaurant.




But with time she would take pride in her new identity as a blind woman. "At one time I cried out against His cruelty in taking away my sight," she wrote in her memoir, published in 1960. "Now I thank Him for the happiness this blindness brought me."



She taught herself to caramelize sugar without scarring the bottom of the pan, to light a stove over and over until it became second nature to her, to deep-fry chiles rellenos without setting herself aflame.



Her repertoire of recipes became so robust that a group of home economists persuaded her to document her knowledge in a cookbook, her first: "Elena's Famous Mexican and Spanish Recipes" (1944).



The book was a collective effort: She gathered her recipes -- including quesadillas stuffed with taffy-like cheese, guacamole bejeweled with pomegranate seeds and wobbly caramel flan -- and dictated them to friends, who in turn transcribed them on a typewriter. Then they probed her with questions to make sure her instructions were airtight.




Zelayeta's first cookbook was a collaborative effort. Having lost her sight, she would dictate her recipes to friends, who would then transcribe them with a typewriter. Her subsequent books catapulted her to national fame.




The cookbook, appearing during World War II, when Americans were growing more curious about cuisines from beyond their borders, was an immediate success. It 
reportedly
 sold a half-million copies in her lifetime.



The appeal of her recipes was widened by their flexibility. She wrote, for example, that powdering American chocolate with cinnamon would suffice if readers couldn't find Mexican chocolate at a grocery store. The Los Angeles Times
 
described
 her as a "famed authority on the culinary art from south of the border."



Even as tragedy befell Zelayeta -- her husband would die in a freak car accident -- cooking moored her. Her friends goaded her to record her resilience in a self-help book, complete with recipes, which made her into a local celebrity in the Bay Area. She began starring in a weekly 15-minute cooking 
show
, "It's Fun to Eat with Elena," broadcast throughout California. During the broadcasts, crew members would tug at strings attached to her ankles to signal which of two cameras she should look at.



But it was Zelayeta's subsequent cookbooks that catapulted her to national fame. 
Craig Claiborne
, a longtime food editor for The New York Times, 
crowned
 the third of those books, "Elena's Secrets of Mexican Cooking" (1958), the "definitive volume on the subject."



She then began packaging her enchiladas, tacos and Spanish-style meatballs into freezer-ready meals, sold throughout Northern California under the label Elena's Food Specialties. Her social circle came to include 
Julia Child
 and the gourmand 
James Beard
.



Zelayeta was 70 when she published her final cookbook, "Elena's Favorite Foods California Style"
 
(1967), an encomium to the immigrant food cultures -- Mexican, Japanese, Italian -- that had impressed themselves upon the state's palate. By then, other cookbook authors would join in popularizing Mexican cuisine, even those who did not have an attachment to Mexico, like the British-born 
Diana Kennedy
.



Zelayeta died of complications of a stroke in a convalescent home in Pacifica, a city outside San Francisco, on March 31, 1974. She was 76.



Reflecting on her career, she wrote in "Elena's Lessons in Living": "Of all the handicaps that afflict us, the greatest by far is fear. All of us have it. All must work to conquer it."



Mayukh Sen is the author of "
Taste Makers: Seven Immigrant Women Who Revolutionized Food in America
" (2021). He has won a James Beard Award for his food writing, and his work has been anthologized in three editions of "The Best American Food Writing."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/22/obituaries/elena-zelayeta-overlooked.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Obituaries
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

      Pages A2-A3 and Corrections

      
        Threaten to Tip
        Ricky J. Sirois makes his New York Times debut.

      

      
        
          	
            Obituaries
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




wordplay, the crossword column



Threaten to Tip



Ricky J. Sirois makes his New York Times debut.




Having a balanced view of things is the key to cracking today's crossword.




By Sam Corbin


Nov 26, 2023


Jump to: 
Today's Theme
 | 
Tricky Clues



MONDAY PUZZLE
 -- 
Call it superstition
, but the mention of an "Astrology chart," as in today's puzzle at 1-Across, is a surefire way to get me excited about solving. I have 
freely admitted to
 wielding the cosmos with confirmation bias when I just want to feel as if someone's behavior (even my own) makes a little more sense. I encourage fellow solvers of today's puzzle, constructed by Ricky J. Sirois in his New York Times debut, to find whatever clue feels as familiar to them as the subject of star signs does to me.



There are ample opportunities to find this kind of clue -- we call it 
a "gimme"
 in crossword-speak -- in Mr. Sirois's grid, which Tracy Bennett, a puzzle editor at The Times, described as "thoughtfully filled with accessible but interesting answers."



You might need to stew over the constructor's theme for a few minutes longer than you planned, but its answers are, in the words of Ms. Bennett, "lexically crisp." I would say the description is not only deserved but also apt.



Shall we take our first bite together?



Today's Theme



"'Admittedly...'" (60A), I found the wordplay that cracked today's theme to be so goofy that I wrote "Long walk" in the margins. But I still thought it made for great crossword shtick.



But first, a few themed entries: We encounter food items at 18-, 24-, 39- and 49-Across, all of which seem to share an alliterative quality. An "Ale-simmered German sausage, informally" (18A), for example, is a BEER BRAT; the "French meat stew for which Julia Child penned a popular recipe" (39A) is BEEF BOURGUIGNON.



"TO BE FAIR ..." is the spoken hedge in our revealer at 60-Across. And in order to hear it as it's intended for this theme, we have to replace each word with a homophone: TWO-"B" FARE.



Since initial-based wordplay is a somewhat familiar genre among constructors, Ms. Bennett explained, layering on the language games can make all the difference in a satisfying solve.



"With this one, we really liked that the theme had a tight constraint in its subject," she said. "That homophonic twist in the punny revealer really made it pop and feel perfect for a satisfying Monday."



Tricky Clues



47A. These "Fearsome African flies" are TSETSES, 
which means
 "fly" in Setswana. The Entomological Society of America 
referred to
 them as "the scourge of Central Africa" on account of their tendency to transmit disease.



6D. Tipping culture being what it is these days, I skimmed over the phrasing of "Threaten to tip, as a wildly driven car" and laughed at the idea. Who threatens to tip a driver, as opposed to threatening 
not 
to? Then, I realized my goof: This refers to a physical tipping over, when a car CAREENs off its course.



11D. Note the slightly veiled capital of "Thanks, in Tours." MERCI is the answer, because Tours is a city in France.



34D. "Colorful banded rocks" are called 
AGATES
, a type of chalcedony. Different 
theories of band formation
 exist, but the stones' colors tend to come mostly from deposits of iron and manganese.



50D. "Something hilarious" can be described as A HOOT. (In accordance with 
last week's gripes
 about words like "agasp," I hope that constructors will never describe owls as "ahoot.")



53D. I suppose "Some hard-to-find collectibles" could be called RARES, but it seems odd to say so without further context. RARES of what? Betty Boop figurines? Beanie Babies? (I've got 
two B
 specific, apparently.)



58D. "Tallow" is rendered beef fat from SUET, which you may recognize best from 
its use in bird feed
.



Constructor Notes



Join Our Other Game Discussions



Want to be part of the conversation about New York Times Games, or maybe get some help with a particularly thorny puzzle? Here are the:



Spelling Bee Forum



Wordle Review



Connections Companion



Improve Your Crossword Solving



Work your way through our guide, "
How to Solve the New York Times Crossword
," for an explanation of most of the types of clues you will see in the puzzles, and then test your skills with some fun Mini Crosswords.



Want to Submit Crosswords to The New York Times?



The New York Times Crossword has an open submission system, and 
you can submit your puzzles online
.
For tips on how to get started, read our series "
How to Make a Crossword Puzzle
."



Tips, Ahoy!



Still feeling adrift? 
Subscribers can take a peek at the answer key
.



Trying to navigate to the main Gameplay page? 
You can find it here
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/crosswords/daily-puzzle-2023-11-27.html
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Off the Court and Field, Top Athletes Become Players in the Art Market



Sports figures are increasingly becoming serious collectors, helping drive interest in contemporary art and particularly in artists of color.




Carmelo Anthony, the 10-time N.B.A. All-Star and avid art collector, with works by Nelson Makamo at his home in Westchester, which he likens to a rotating gallery.




By Robin Pogrebin and Emmanuel Morgan


Nov 19, 2023


Carmelo Anthony, the 10-time N.B.A. All-Star who announced his retirement in May, said that when he was starting out as a professional basketball player he did not understand art, but grew to appreciate it and began collecting as he matured. Now paintings by major Black artists including 
Nelson Makamo
, 
Swoon
, 
Rashid Johnson
 and 
Kehinde Wiley
 line the walls of his Westchester home.



"It's the emotional attachment that you have when looking at a piece, which makes you want to go back and see it over and over and over again," said Anthony, 39. "You learn something every time you look at it."



Professional athletes have grown more serious about buying art in recent years -- not unlike other people with new wealth who become collectors. But their fame has helped make them tastemakers, with the ability to help drive interest in contemporary art and particularly in Black artists and other artists of color. Now many sports figures are being courted by galleries, auction houses, art shows and museums.



"This is a new collector base in the art world," said the art adviser 
Gardy St. Fleur
, who represents several players. "It's growing fast."



In September the Miami Heat forward Kevin Love 
organized
 one of Sotheby's "Contemporary Curated" sales in New York, featuring works by Cindy Sherman, Cy Twombly and Ernie Barnes, the Black artist whose joyous painting "
The
 
Sugar Shack
" 
sold at Christie's last year for $15.3 million
. During Art Basel Miami next month, St. Fleur said that he intended to visit the art fairs with former N.B.A. players like Deron Williams, Courtney Lee and Amar'e Stoudemire, and that he was arranging a private dinner for some of his athlete clients at a collector's home on Star Island.



There are other signs that the influence of athletes who collect art has been growing in recent years.



The former N.F.L. linebacker 
Keith Rivers
, an avid collector, curated a show last year at the FLAG Art Foundation in Manhattan featuring work by the painter 
Kerry James Marshall
 and the sculptors 
Sonia Gomes
 and 
Thaddeus Mosley
. He served on the board of advisers of the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles and now serves on the board of the Hirshhorn in Washington.



Elliot Perry, the former point guard, has given talks about collecting 
at museums
, and in 2019 mounted 
an exhibition in the locker room of the Memphis Grizzlies
. "I was thinking about the limitations of Black artists to show their works in major museums or Galleries in the 40's, 50's, 60's," he recalled last month 
on his art collection's Instagram account
. "I wanted to think outside the box and give our players 
#athletes
 an opportunity to engage with ART done by African American Artists and respond to the cultural richness of these artists, as well as draw their own interpretation of the works."




The Miami Heat forward Kevin Love, who organized a sale at Sotheby's this year, with works by Alex Katz and Antony Gormley. 




Things have changed in the two decades since Grant Hill, the seven-time N.B.A. All-Star, sponsored a seven-city tour of his considerable personal art collection, "
Something All Our Own: The Grant Hill Collection of African American Art
." At that time fewer athletes were interested in art, and Hill said that he was initially uncomfortable publicly discussing his own interest, even though he was following in the footsteps of his father, Calvin Hill, who began collecting when he was a star player on the Dallas Cowboys.



"I was apprehensive because I thought my peers would maybe look at me a bit differently," he recalled. "It wasn't something that was discussed in the locker room back in the early 2000s."



That shifted, he said, in recent years as some of the biggest figures in music and fashion began to embrace the art market. "Now, as you have this convergence of sports and entertainment, it's all very much intertwined," he said.



There is also a growing awareness of art as an asset class. "It's something you can enjoy that maintains its value," Hill said. "I'd rather buy a piece of art than buy a car."



The prominent sports agent Rich Paul, who is also a collector, said he had been encouraging the players he represents to consider art as a passion and an investment.



"I've purposely tried to get my guys into collecting -- not just buying art, but educating yourself and not looking at it as a quick flip or a business," said Paul, the founder of Klutch Sports Group, which represents LeBron James and many other N.B.A. and N.F.L. stars. "Rather than take that trip to Miami or buy a Range Rover or blow the money in the club, you're better off putting it on your wall."



Paul's collection includes works by Mark Bradford, Derrick Adams, Sam Gilliam and Henry Taylor. In 2022 he joined the board of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, to which he has promised to donate Kehinde Wiley's "Yachinboaz Ben Yisrael II," one of 
60 works the museum acquired in 2021
 to highlight Black representation.



Corey Robinson, a collector and former Notre Dame wide receiver who worked for Gagosian and Sotheby's before becoming a reporter for NBC Sports, said elite athletes "are starting to see themselves in artists," who are similarly obsessive about their work. Robinson, who recently joined the artists council at the Whitney Museum of American Art, added that -- by buying artists of color -- sports figures can use their platforms to "shift the perception of hundreds of years of art history."



The drive that Rivers, the former linebacker, brought to learning about art was what partly led Glenn Fuhrman, founder of the FLAG Art Foundation, to invite him to curate a show. "He attacked the art world with the same intensity and diligence that he did football," Fuhrman said. "He read voraciously, went to Munich to the Haus der Kunst museum, to London for the Frieze art fair, to Africa to meet artists."




The San Antonio Spurs commissioned "The Crossover," by Deborah Roberts, for its practice facility. 




The art market has begun to make an effort to cultivate athletes. Jacqueline Wachter, the vice chairman of private sales for Sotheby's in Los Angeles, has been working to develop potential collectors from outside of the traditional art world, including athletes, musicians and young Hollywood executives.



This month, Sotheby's announced that it would collaborate with the N.B.A. in hosting a series of auctions of player jerseys.



"It's starting a passion from scratch," Wachter said, adding that the "strategy involves a lot of education," including visits to exhibitions and artists' studios as well as demonstrating that art is something that "might go up in value."



Christie's promoted an Andy Warhol portrait of Jean-Michel Basquiat in 2021 by displaying it at the Barclays Center for the season-opening home games of the Brooklyn Nets.



"We always look at where is new wealth," said Alex Rotter, the chairman of Christie's departments overseeing 20th- and 21st-century art, adding that while a sports figure bid on the Warhol painting, it sold to another buyer 
for $40 million
, "Just as we're looking at the new tech people, we're also looking at the athletes."



The celebrity of athletes gives them a level of access not typically enjoyed by fledgling collectors. Love, the N.B.A. player who organized the Sotheby's show, has been invited into the studios of prominent artists like Ed Ruscha. "I was inspired by his two 'The End' pieces that I actually ended up getting after I visited his Culver City space," Love said.



Several sports teams have their own art world initiatives. The Los Angeles Lakers recently announced the third year of its "
In the Paint"
 program, which works to help L.A.-based artists of color with grants and opportunities to sell their works, with the team pledging to purchase three pieces for its training center. And the San Antonio Spurs recently hired a curator, Illa Gaunt, to choose art for its new practice facility; her selections include basketball-themed work by artists including 
Alexandre Arrechea
 and 
Deborah Roberts
.



And last summer the Boston Celtics star Jaylen Brown gave large prints by the Spanish artist Rafa Macarron to the top three draft picks in the N.B.A. rookie class as part of an initiative he started with the creative director Set Free Richardson of the AND1 Mixtape series, a popular showcase of street basketball, to teach professional players about art.




Kehinde Wiley painted a portrait of Carmelo Anthony in 2014.




Anthony, who was drafted by the Denver Nuggets in 2003 when he was 19, said that it was a teammate there, Juwan Howard, who first helped teach him that art was more than just "the Van Goghs and the Rembrandts and the Picassos." Now Anthony owns more artwork than he can display, so he has made his home a rotating art gallery, regularly shuffling the mix.



He said that he was conscious of the power high-profile athletes can have in boosting artists' careers and encouraging other nascent collectors.



Athletes can have influence in the art because they "bring the attention," Anthony said. "We have to continue being those voices in speaking up."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/19/arts/nba-nfl-art-market.html
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An Oratorio About Shanghai's Jews Opens in China at a Difficult Time



"Emigre," about Jews who fled Nazi Germany, debuts amid U.S.-China tensions and cultural rifts over the Israel-Hamas war. It comes to New York in February.




Long Yu leads the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra in a rehearsal of "Emigre," an oratorio about Jewish refugees who fled Nazi Germany for Shanghai, featuring the soprano Zhang Meigui, left, and the mezzo-soprano Zhu Huiling, right.




By Keith Bradsher and Javier C. Hernandez


Nov 26, 2023


"Emigre," a new oratorio about Jewish refugees who fled Nazi Germany for Shanghai in the late 1930s, begins with a song by two brothers, Josef and Otto, as their steamship approaches a Chinese harbor.



"Shanghai, beacon of light on a silent shore," they sing. "Shanghai, answer these desperate cries."



The emigration of thousands of Central European and Eastern European Jews to China in the late 1930s and early 1940s -- and their survival of the Holocaust -- is one of World War II's most dramatic but little-known chapters.



In "Emigre," a 90-minute oratorio that premiered this month in Shanghai and will 
come to the New York Philharmonic in February
 2024, the stories of these refugees and their attempts to build new lives in war-torn China are front and center.




Musicians of the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra warming up before a dress rehearsal of "Emigre." The oratorio will be performed by the New York Philharmonic in February.




The piece, composed by Aaron Zigman, with lyrics by Mark Campbell and Brock Walsh, has been in the works for several years, a commission of the Philharmonic, the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra and its music director, Long Yu. But it is opening at a delicate time, with tensions high between China and the United States and with the Israel-Hamas war spurring heated debates in the cultural sphere.



The war in the Middle East is a sensitive subject in China, which has sought to 
pitch itself as a neutral broker
 in the conflict, though state-controlled media has emphasized the harm suffered by civilians in Gaza while giving scant coverage to Hamas's initial attack. Israel has 
expressed "deep disappointment"
 at China's muted response to the Hamas attack. Xi Jinping, China's top leader, 
on Tuesday called
 for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and for "the restoration of the legitimate national rights of Palestine."



In recent weeks, promotional materials in China for "Emigre" have rarely mentioned its plot, and listed its Chinese title, "Shanghai! Shanghai!" The major state-owned Chinese news outlets did not cover the premiere this month, although 
an English-language television channel for foreign audiences did
.



The creators of "Emigre," which takes place during the Second Sino-Japanese War, said they hoped the piece would help underscore a shared sense of humanity in a time of renewed strife. "I don't think music and politics really belong in the same sentence," Zigman said. "I just want people to be human and kind, and there are certain parts of this piece that help that vision."



In 2019, Yu, worried that the stories of Jewish refugees in his hometown were being forgotten, came up with the idea for the piece. He approached the New York Philharmonic, which has had 
a partnership with the Shanghai Symphony
 since 2014, about commissioning the work together.



Yu said he never expected the oratorio to premiere in wartime but hoped that its message would still resonate.



"We always make the same mistakes in our lives, and we have to learn from history," he said. "We can be inspired by the kindness and support that Shanghai showed in this moment."



To shape the music and the plot, Yu turned to Zigman, a classically trained film and television composer who has returned to classical music in recent years, including with "
Tango Manos
" (2019), a piano concerto he wrote for the pianist 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet
. Yu has long known Zigman, who has composed more than 60 Hollywood scores, including "The Notebook," and he and Thibaudet suggested the idea for a tango concerto.



For "Emigre," Zigman said he was eager to create a "multicultural love story" that drew attention to the violent struggles unfolding in Asia and Europe at the time. Those include the 1937 massacre in Nanjing, an eastern Chinese city, in which tens of thousands of Chinese civilians were killed by occupying Japanese forces; and Kristallnacht, the wave of antisemitic violence carried out by Nazis in 1938.



"Our project is really about bridging cultures and humanity and love, hope, loss and tragedy," Zigman said.




Rehearsing in Shanghai. Yu, the orchestra's music director, worried that the stories of Jewish refugees in his hometown were being forgotten.




"Emigre" tells the story of Otto, a rabbinical student, and Josef, a doctor, who leave Berlin for the port city of Trieste, Italy, and board a boat headed for Shanghai.



The brothers are anguished about leaving their parents and homeland but try to settle into life in China. Josef is interested in traditional Chinese medicine and visits an herbal medicine shop, where he meets Lina, the daughter of the owner, who is grappling with the death of her mother in Nanjing. They fall in love, but their cross-cultural union draws scorn from their families.



Shanghai's role as a haven for Jews was a historical fluke. Britain, France and the United States insisted that Beijing let them set up settlements there in the 1840s. By the 1930s, the settlements had grown into a sprawling city. But the Chinese government controlled who was issued visas to enter mainland China, including for arrival at Shanghai's docks.



When Japan seized east-central China in 1937, including the area around Shanghai, the Nationalist Chinese government could no longer inspect visas at the city's riverfront docks. But the Japanese military did not start controlling visa access to the area until shortly before the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941.



The result? Nobody was controlling who entered China at Shanghai. It became an open port for those four years: Foreign travelers were welcomed and could stay in the Western settlements.




Mark Campbell, who wrote the libretto with Brock Walsh.




Campbell, who has written librettos for more than 40 operas, said he hoped that the stories of refugees in "Emigre" could be a modern-day lesson.



"It's very important for the audience to go away and remember there was a time in this world when one country embraced the refugees of another country," he said.



In Shanghai, the stories of Jewish residents are preserved at the Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum. The core block of China's legally designated Jewish ghetto, where the Japanese required Jews in Shanghai to live during the last three years of the war, has been preserved. Its Central European-style townhouses and house-size synagogue still stand.



But much of the surrounding area has been bulldozed amid rapid growth in recent decades, causing concern among preservationists. Two gargantuan office buildings, each 50 stories tall, cast huge shadows toward the little synagogue at midday.



At least 14,000 Jews lived in the ghetto during the war, and possibly several thousand more. Another 1,000 to 10,000 secretly lived elsewhere in the city. (Almost all of Shanghai's Jews left after the war, many resettling in the United States.)




A building in what was the Jewish ghetto in Shanghai. The core block has been preserved amid encroaching urban growth.




Shanghai was a deeply troubled place in the years that "Emigre" takes place: packed with Chinese refugees as well as Jewish ones, frequently short on food and potable water, and racked by epidemics of disease. Opium was smoked openly and prostitutes gathered on street corners.



Among the ghetto's residents was Michael Blumenthal, who fled from Nazi Germany in 1939 at 13 and who much later became treasury secretary under President Jimmy Carter. Blumenthal said in an interview with The New York Times in 2017 that when he was a teenager, a Japanese police station was just down the block from the synagogue. He and others had to apply at the station for permission to leave the ghetto during the war, and by the final year, it was almost impossible to obtain permission.



Trucks patrolled Shanghai, not just in the ghetto, to collect those who succumbed to illness. "I used to see them driving around the city, picking up dead bodies," Blumenthal said. "The city was vastly overcrowded, it was dangerous, there was constant fighting among factions, and shootings."



"Emigre" received wide attention in China when it was announced in the summer. With a Chinese and American cast, the work was hailed as a sign of the power of cultural exchange between China and the United States in a time of increasing tensions. Yu joined Zigman, Campbell, Walsh and Gary Ginstling, the president and chief executive of the New York Philharmonic, for a news conference at the Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum celebrating the commission.




When the joint Shanghai-New York project was announced, "Emigre" was hailed as a sign of the power of cultural exchange between China and the United States in a time of increasing tensions. 




"Emigre" will have its American premiere in February with the same cast, and Ginstling said in a recent interview that he did not expect the Israel-Hamas war would lead to alterations in the work, which Deutsche Grammophon recorded in Shanghai for release next year.



"Things change quickly in the world," he said. "We are committed to our role as cultural ambassadors."



The Philharmonic's version, directed by Mary Birnbaum, will be semi-staged and incorporate some visual elements, including images of devastation from World War II and the Second Sino-Japanese War.



Several New York Philharmonic musicians took part in the premiere in Shanghai, and a group of Chinese musicians will play at the premiere in New York.



At a recent rehearsal for "Emigre" at Jaguar Shanghai Symphony Hall, choir members sang Jewish, Christian and Buddhist prayers, which open the work. 



"Grant peace in high places," they sang in Hebrew.



"Sacred presence blossoming," they sang in Chinese.



The cast includes the tenor Arnold Livingston Geis as Josef; the tenor Matthew White as Otto; the soprano Zhang Meigui as Lina; the mezzo-soprano Zhu Huiling as her sister, Li; and the bass-baritone Shenyang as their father, Wei Song.



Between rehearsals, Zhang said that she was trying to stay focused on the music, and that she hoped "Emigre" could provide some relief from the war.



"We're going through a very difficult time in this world," she said, "but I think music has to be separate from this."



Zhang added that she had found some comfort in a song at the end of the first act called "In a Perfect World." In that piece, Josef sings:



Li You
 contributed research from Shanghai.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/arts/music/emigre-oratorio-shanghai-jews-.html
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'The Hunger Games' Is Back. Here's What You Need to Know.



With the prequel, "The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes," now in theaters, here are answers to questions you may have about the franchise.




Tom Blyth in "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes."




By Brandon Yu


Nov 17, 2023


Arriving eight years after the most recent film in the franchise, "The Hunger Games" is back with a new installment: "The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes." Adapted from a 2020 novel by Suzanne Collins, the author who created the "Hunger Games," this film serves as a prequel, taking place 64 years before the events of the first film.



For those who don't remember the back story all that well or have never seen the original movies, here's a refresher on everything you need to know before jumping into this new dystopian adventure.



How long has this been in the works?



A film adaptation was planned before Collins's book was finished. In 2017, Lionsgate, the studio behind the original movies, 
indicated
 that it was interested in potential spinoffs, and Collins reached out to Francis Lawrence, who directed the previous three films, about an adaptation while she was still writing the prequel novel.



Do I have to watch the other movies before watching this one?



That's up for debate. This prequel is self-contained enough that it could make for an entertaining watch even for those who don't know much about the original story. You wouldn't feel completely lost, but you might miss out on some Easter eggs. Most of all, the story it tells about its protagonist, Coriolanus Snow, would be less rich an experience.



Where can I watch those movies?



All four of the "Hunger Games" movies are currently 
streaming on Peacock
.




A scene from "The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes."




What was the original story about?



In the dystopian world of Panem, 12 districts live under the rule of the Capitol and its president, the ruthless Coriolanus Snow (Donald Sutherland). As punishment for a rebellion decades ago that ostensibly destroyed District 13, the Capitol hosts the annual Hunger Games, an elaborate, televised battle royale in which a boy and girl from each of the dozen districts are chosen as "tributes" to fight to the death.



After her younger sister is selected for the 74th Games, Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence), a teenager from District 12, the poorest among all districts, volunteers in her place. She allies herself with Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), District 12's male tribute, and becomes enveloped in the world of the Capitol and the depraved spectacle that the games represent.



A firebrand in and out of the arena, Katniss, through her participation in the games, becomes a political symbol. Known as the Mockingjay, she is associated with bolstering a simmering revolution, which makes her the primary enemy of President Snow.



What is this prequel about?



The film, and the book it's based on, follows the rise of Coriolanus Snow, long before he becomes the president of the Capitol. A young student hoping to restore the faded glory of his family, he takes part in a new mentorship program, designed to help inspire a more exciting 10th Hunger Games, and is tasked with guiding Lucy Gray Baird, the female tribute from District 12.



Despite Lucy Gray's grim chances in the Games, Coriolanus becomes close with her as he commits to helping her survive. But as their relationship threatens to conflict with his own rise to power, he is pulled between good and evil.



Did anyone from the original cast return?



Perhaps a natural result of the 64-year gap between the events in this prequel and the first film, no actors from the original cast are part of this installment. Lawrence, though, has returned to direct the new film.




Tom Blyth and Rachel Zegler in the new film.




So who stars in this one?



Tom Blyth, a relative newcomer best known as the lead of the Epix show "Billy the Kid," stars in the central role as Coriolanus. He is joined by Rachel Zegler (who starred in the Steven Spielberg remake of "West Side Story) as Lucy Gray Baird.



The supporting cast features major names including Peter Dinklage (Dean Highbottom, Coriolanus's professor), Viola Davis (Dr. Volumnia Gaul, the head gamemaster), Jason Schwartzman (Lucky Flickerman, the host of the Hunger Games), and Hunter Schafer (Tigris, Coriolanus's cousin).



Were those original movies any good?



The four previous films, which together grossed nearly $3 billion worldwide, were each received positively by critics and audiences alike. "It speaks to its moment in time," the Times critic Manohla Dargis 
wrote
 of the second film, "Catching Fire." As a defiant heroine, Katniss, Dargis noted, was emblematic of an overdue shift in mainstream storytelling and "the primary reason that both the book and screen versions soar above the usual adventure-fiction slag heap." The character also made Jennifer Lawrence a global star and a major box office draw.



Are there more films planned after this new one?



Fans might not want to get their hopes up. This adaptation covers the entirety of Collins's prequel book, meaning there is no official source material left for a potential follow-up. And last month, Lawrence said he 
regretted
 having split the final book of the original trilogy into two films. So, don't count on a second ballad any time soon.
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Antonia Bennett Used to Sing With Tony. Now She's Carrying On Solo.



The crooner's daughter is ramping up her music career once again, and plotting a new album. On Friday, she'll perform two sets at Dizzy's Club in New York.




"I learned so much from him," Antonia Bennett said of her father, Tony.




By Elysa Gardner


Nov 26, 2023


Antonia Bennett
's childhood had some unique charms. There were the parties, where the likes of Rosemary Clooney, Ella Fitzgerald and Mel Torme would gather around the piano and sing. There were the times Bennett's father, Tony, took her to work, beginning when she was about 5, and gave her an early taste of the spotlight.



"My dad would just bring me up onstage, and we would sing together," Bennett recalled in a recent interview. "I guess it started with 'The Hokey Pokey' and 'Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,' and then I graduated to 'Puttin' on the Ritz,' and we just kept going from there, you know?"



Bennett, 49, is the younger of the crooner's two daughters by the second of his three wives, the actress Sandra Grant Bennett. Over the years, she too has sung professionally, releasing a 2014 album, "Embrace Me," and an earlier EP that mixed traditional pop standards with a cover of Pat Benatar's "Love Is a Battlefield." For the first time since 
her father's death in July at 96
, she is preparing to take the New York stage -- and start her career anew.



"It was such a privilege to be able to get to know my dad in my adult life, and to spend so much time traveling and performing with him," said Bennett, who regularly opened for her father and was his featured duet partner at major venues and festivals until his retirement from the stage. "And I learned so much from him."



On Thursday, she will play two shows at Jazz at Lincoln Center's Dizzy's Club. Earlier this month she released a new single, 
"Right on Time,"
 a breezy slice of jazz-tinged pop she co-wrote with her frequent collaborator Cliff Goldmacher, a Nashville veteran who has teamed with artists including Keb' Mo' and Kesha.




 "I don't really have a timeline, because I look at my dad and I think, he just kept reinventing himself and going on and on," Bennett said of her own career.




The tune is one of several originals that will be included on a forthcoming album she has produced with the noted jazz pianist and arranger 
Christian Jacob
, with vocals produced by Mark Renk. There are also covers, of course, of standards such as "Ain't Misbehavin'" and "Exactly Like You," set to elegant, playful jazz arrangements that flaunt her influences, which extend to pop bards like Randy Newman.



"I pull from everything," Bennett said in a video interview from her Los Angeles home, showing off a lush mane of red hair and a girlish smile that matches her lissome, tangy singing voice, which The Times critic 
Stephen Holden once described
 as having "echoes of Billie Holiday and Rickie Lee Jones (with a hint of Betty Boop)." Bennett studied at Berklee College of Music and also plays piano, although "not in public," she noted. She said the treatments on the new album are jazz "because that's where I come from."



At Dizzy's, Bennett will appear with the pianist Todd Hunter's trio, featuring the bassist Ian Martin and the drummer Chris Wabich. "She knows what she's looking for, but she's also very open to collaboration," Hunter said in an interview. "And she's got a lot of great stories -- though I don't know if there are any I could actually repeat."



Jason Olaine, vice president of programming at Jazz at Lincoln Center, which will celebrate Tony Bennett in a concert gala next April, has known Antonia for years, and praised her "fresh, direct" vocal approach. "It feels very honest, without a lot of ornamentation," he said. "I've seen her on the East Coast with other groups, and it will be nice to have her in a small group setting, with people she's intimately familiar with."



While her album doesn't have a firm release date, Bennett has more live concerts planned for February in Chicago. "I don't really have a timeline, because I look at my dad and I think, he just kept reinventing himself and going on and on," she said.



Bennett also credits her light touch musically in part to her father's influence: "He would always give me this great advice, which is to sing the way you speak." She added, "I think the most important thing I absorbed from my dad was how much he loved what he did -- how much he got from the audience, and how much he gave in return."



After her father learned he had 
Alzheimer's disease
, his work became therapeutic, she said. "I think just being in that routine of singing and performing was important for him. Sometimes he would repeat a song, but nobody ever cared -- he always sang like it like he was singing it for the first time. It was beautiful to watch him do something he really loved. Even after he stopped singing in concert halls, he would get together with his piano player and go through songs."



Bennett is already carrying on a family tradition, inviting her own daughter, Maya, 7, onstage during performances. "I'll let her sing the parts she knows, and if I think she doesn't know a part I'll just sneak the words in," she said.



For Bennett, something more than maternal pride is at work in such moments. "I feel very confident now," she said. "I feel like this is my time; I've been honing my craft for many years, and I feel whatever I put out now will be a good reflection of who I am -- like a page in a book that I can keep building on. I'd really like to be able to do this forever and ever."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/arts/music/antonia-bennett.html
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What's on TV This Week: 'Special Forces' and 'Selena + Chef'



The endurance reality show wraps up its second season. Selena Gomez's cooking show returns with a holiday special.




Tyler Cameron on "Special Forces."




By Shivani Gonzalez


Nov 27, 2023


Between network, cable and streaming, the modern television landscape is a vast one. Here are some of the shows, specials and movies coming to TV this week, Nov. 27-Dec. 3. Details and times are subject to change.



Monday



SPECIAL FORCES 
9 p.m. on Fox. 
This show takes a bunch of celebrities and puts them through a modified version of Special Forces selection training, led by former operatives -- and this season (and training camp) is wrapping up this week. Challenges are both physical and mental: plunging into freezing water, or writing "death letters" to family members back home. There are no winners or losers, per se; everyone is just working to finish the training, and the only way people go home is through voluntary withdrawal. The season started with 14 recruits, but only Tyler Cameron, Erin Jackson, Tom Sandoval, JoJo Siwa and Nick Viall remain.



THE WEAKEST LINK: HOW JANE LYNCH STOLE CHRISTMAS 
10 p.m. on NBC. 
This trivia game show is getting a little Grinch-y on this holiday special. Like other episodes, contestants will play rounds of trivia games and each round "the weakest link" will be eliminated -- but this time the contestants are a Santa, an elf, a caroler and more.



Tuesday




Freddie Mae Blow and Charles Blow on "South to Black Power."




SOUTH TO BLACK POWER (2023) 
10 p.m. on HBO. 
Charles Blow, the New York Times opinion columnist and author, has shared both his political and personal insights through his books "The Devil You Know: A Black Power Manifesto" and "Fire Shut Up in My Bones." This documentary combines both aspects of Blow's work by exploring his "reverse Great Migration" philosophy and his background.



Wednesday



91ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS IN ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
8 p.m. on NBC.
 An 80-foot-tall Norway spruce was transported from Vestal, N.Y., to the center of Manhattan, and the time has come to light it. Shortly before 10 p.m., the 50,000 multicolored lights will turn on for the first time of the season, and Kelly Clarkson, Savannah Guthrie, Hoda Kotb and others will be there to host to the festivities.



Thursday



THE GOLDEN BACHELOR 
8 p.m. on ABC. 
It's no secret that viewership for "Bachelor" franchise shows has steadily been decreasing -- but if you have continued to power through some real flops, this season was like a sweet, emotional and heartfelt reward. The 72-year-old Bachelor, Gerry Turner, has handled this season and his relationships with such love and grace that I have my fingers crossed that he is going to get his second chance at a happy ending.




Selena Gomez on a previous season of "Selena + Chef."




SELENA + CHEF: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
8 p.m. on Food. 
This is the first of four Selena Gomez cooking specials this holiday season. The show brings Gomez together with chefs so that she can brush up on her cooking skills, and for these specials she has invited Eric Adjepong, Alex Guarnaschelli, Michael Symon and Claudette Zepeda to her kitchen to make holiday recipes.



Friday



THE WORLD ACCORDING TO FOOTBALL 
8 p.m. on Showtime. 
This series isn't about the sport they play on Thanksgiving or at the Super Bowl: it's about soccer. This five-part documentary, narrated and produced by Trevor Noah, focuses each episode on a country (Brazil, the United States, Britain, France and Qatar) and discusses the issues of women's rights, income inequality, racism and more in the microcosm of the sport as well as on a larger level.



Saturday




Meg Ryan and Billy Crystal in "When Harry Met Sally."




WHEN HARRY MET SALLY (1989) 
5 p.m. on Bravo. 
Because this movie takes place over a couple of years in all different seasons, I would happily make the argument that this is a Thanksgiving and Christmas film as much as it is anything else. The story follows Harry (Billy Crystal) and Sally (Meg Ryan) in a enemies-to-friends-to-lovers arc. Though "I'll have what she's having" is probably the most famous line of the movie, for me I'll take "when you realize you want to spend the rest of your life with somebody, you want the rest of your life to start as soon as possible." 
Swoon.



A STAR IS BORN (2018) 
5 p.m. on Paramount. 
If you aren't in the mood to swoon or see a happy rom-com type ending, you can tune into this remake of the 
1937
, 
1954
 and 
1976
 movies of the same name. This version stars Lady Gaga as Ally and Bradley Cooper as Jackson. Though the acting and the storytelling is beautiful, Cooper and Gaga's performance of "Shallow" is reason enough to watch.



Sunday



AGATHA CHRISTIE: LUCY WORSLEY ON THE MYSTERY QUEEN 
8 p.m. on PBS (check local listings).
 Before there was "Verity" by Colleen Hoover or "The Paris Apartment" by Lucy Foley, there were Agatha Christie novels. It's been over 100 years since her first book was released, and the historian Lucy Worsley is exploring what circumstances in Christie's life allowed her to write so vividly about murder and mystery.



CHOWCHILLA 
9 p.m. on CNN. 
On July 15, 1976, two masked gunmen boarded a school bus and kidnapped the driver and 26 children on board. They drove them more than 100 miles away before hiding them underground in a buried trailer; after 16 hours, they escaped. This documentary tells the strange story of one of the biggest mass kidnappings in the United States and the emotional turmoil that ensued for the survivors.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/27/arts/television/whats-on-tv-special-forces-selena-chef.html
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Paul Lynch Wins Booker Prize for 'Prophet Song'



The judges for the prestigious award were not unanimous in their decision to select this novel, which depicts an Ireland descending into totalitarianism.




Paul Lynch, the author of "Prophet Song," won the Booker Prize on Sunday.




By Alex Marshall


Nov 26, 2023


When Paul Lynch, the Irish writer, started work on his fifth novel, he was thinking about 
the long civil war in Syria
 and the West's apparent indifference to the people who fled the conflict.



So, he crafted a book that could bring that plight home.



That novel, "Prophet Song," which imagines a near-future Ireland descending into totalitarianism, then a civil war that leads to families' fleeing the country, has won the Booker Prize, the prestigious literary award.



On Sunday, Esi Edugyan, a novelist and the chair of this year's judging panel, said that "Prophet Song" resonated with contemporary crises including the Israel-Hamas war, but that the novel had won solely on its literary merits. "This is a triumph of emotional storytelling, bracing and brave," Edugyan said in a news conference before the announcement.



The judges weren't unanimous in their decision, even after six hours of debate, Edugyan said. Still, she added, the panel felt that "Prophet Song" was a worthy winner that "captures the social and political anxieties of our current moment."



"Prophet Song," 
which Grove Atlantic will publish
 in North America on Dec. 5, a week earlier than originally planned, beat five other shortlisted titles including Paul Murray's "
The Bee Sting
," Chetna Maroo's "
Western Lane
" and 
Paul Harding
's "
This Other Eden
." The other shortlisted novels were 
Jonathan Escoffery
's "
If I Survive You
," and Sarah Bernstein's "Study for Obedience."



The Booker, which comes with a cash prize of PS50,000, or roughly $63,000, is awarded annually to the best novel written in English, and published in Britain or Ireland. Founded in 1969, previous winners include such literary giants as Hilary Mantel, Salman Rushdie and Margaret Atwood, although the prize is also known for helping create stars. Last year, 
Shehan Karunatilaka
, a Sri Lankan novelist, won for "The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida," a novel examining the trauma of his country's civil war.








Lynch, 46, a former movie critic, made his literary debut in 2013 with "
Red Sky in Morning
," set in the 19th century, about an Irishman who flees to America after killing a man. His other novels include "
Beyond the Sea,
" about two men stranded offshore, and "Grace," set during an Irish famine. Katherine Grant, 
reviewing that book in The New York Times
, joked that "it's not difficult to tell the difference between Paul Lynch's writing and a ray of sunshine." Lynch had "an undiminished appetite for the depiction of suffering," she added.



"Prophet Song" is set in a near future and centers on Eilish Stack, a scientist and mother of four, whose trade unionist husband is taken by the security forces, an early sign of growing authoritarian rule that eventually sees Ireland in the midst of a civil war.



The novel has received mixed reviews in Britain and Ireland. Lucy Popescu 
in The Financial Times
 said it was "a compassionate, propulsive and timely novel that forces the reader to imagine -- what if this was me?" While Aimee Walsh, in 
The Observer
, called it "a crucial book for our current times," and Laura Hackett, 
in The Times of London
, labeled it "an exercise in totalitarianism-by-numbers."



Anthony Cummins said 
in The Guardian
 that there was "something almost obscenely decadent" about the book's recasting of sea-crossing refugees as middle-class Europeans. But "whatever else it is, 'Prophet Song' is a novel to argue about." This year's Bookers judges, in their six hours of deliberations, perhaps proved that point. "There was a different way that things could have gone," Edugyan, the chair, said in the news conference. Ultimately, she added, the judges all "felt that this was the book that we wanted to present to the world -- that this was truly a masterful work of fiction."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/26/arts/paul-lynch-booker-prophet-song.html
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