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                    Donald Trump arrives at court in Florida where a federal judge will hear arguments on whether to dismiss the classified documents prosecution of the former president.
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[image: Supporters of former President Donald Trump cheer as he arrives at federal court, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Fort Pierce, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Bicycle-mounted police patrol near the federal courthouse before the arrival of former President Donald Trump, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Fort Pierce, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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                                        FORT PIERCE, Fla. (AP) -- Donald Trump looked on in court Thursday as his lawyers urged a federal judge to dismiss the criminal case accusing the former president of illegally retaining classified documents after he left the White House. 
As the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee listened, U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon heard arguments over whether a law that underpins the bulk of the charges is too vaguely worded to enforce against a former president. 
Cannon, who was nominated to the bench by Trump, asked probing questions of both sides and didn't immediately rule on his bid to throw out the case before ever reaching a jury, which would be a rare action for a judge to take.
The judge told a Trump attorney that striking down a statute -- as the defense is seeking -- would be "quite an extraordinary step." But she also pointedly noted to a prosecutor that no former president has ever been charged with mishandling classified documents. 

    
    Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.


    



    


Jay Bratt, a prosecutor with special counsel Jack Smith's team, responded that there has never been another situation "remotely similar to this one." 
Trump is accused of intentionally holding onto some of the nation's most sensitive documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate -- only returning a fraction of them upon demand by the National Archives. Prosecutors say he urged his lawyer to hide records and to lie to the FBI by saying he no longer was in possession of them and enlisted staff to delete surveillance footage that would show boxes of documents being moved around the property.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At issue is a law that make it a crime for an unauthorized person to willfully retain national defense information. That charge forms the basis of 32 of the 40 felony counts against Trump in the case. 
Defense lawyer Emil Bove said ambiguity in the statute permits what he called a "selective" enforcement by the Justice Department, leading to Trump being charged but enabling others to avoid prosecution. Bove said that includes President Joe Biden, the recent subject of a harshly critical report by special counsel Robert Hur on the president's handling of classified information. 

    


"The court's obligation is to strike the statute and say 'Congress, get it right,'" Bove told Cannon. 
Bratt disputed that the statute was unclear.
Trump sat at the defense table at the federal court in Fort Pierce with his hands clasped, listening intently to the arguments. Smith, who brought the case, was also in the courtroom, but there was no visible interaction between the two men. 
The hearing is the second this month in the case in Florida, one of four prosecutions Trump confronts as he seeks to reclaim the White House. Cannon heard arguments on March 1 on when to set a trial date, but has not yet ruled. Prosecutors have pressed the judge to set a date for this summer, while Trump's lawyers are seeking to put it off until after the election. 




Later Thursday, Cannon was expected to hear arguments on another motion to dismiss the case that centers on the Presidential Records Act. Trump's lawyers say that statute gave him the authority to designate as personal property the records he took with him to Mar-a-Lago, which prosecutors say included top-secret information and documents related to nuclear programs and the military capabilities of the U.S. and foreign adversaries.

    


Smith's team has counted that the files Trump is charged with possessing are presidential records, not personal ones, and that the statute does not apply to classified and top-secret documents, like those kept at Mar-a-Lago. Prosecutors say the law does not entitle Trump to "unilaterally declare highly classified presidential records to be personal records." 
It is not surprising that defense lawyers are seeking dismissal of the case based on the Presidential Records Act given that the legal team has repeatedly invoked the statute since the FBI's August 2022 search of Mar-a-Lago.
The law, enacted in 1978, requires presidents upon leaving office to transfer their presidential records to the U.S. government for management -- specifically, the National Archives and Records Administration -- though they are permitted to retain personal records, including diaries and notes that are purely private and not prepared for government business. 

    


Cannon has suggested in the past that she sees Trump's status as a former president as distinguishing him from others who have held onto classified records.
After the Trump team sued the Justice Department in 2022 to get his records back, Cannon appointed a special master to conduct an independent review of the documents taken during the FBI's Mar-a-Lago search. That appointment was later overturned by a federal appeals court.
Trump is separately charged in a federal case in Washington with conspiring to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. Trump has argued in both federal cases that presidential immunity protects him from prosecution, though Cannon has not agreed to hear arguments on that claim in the documents case. The U.S Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments on Trump's immunity claim in the election interference case next month. 
___
Richer reported from Boston. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A major deadline under the half-century-old War Powers Resolution came this week for President Joe Biden to obtain Congress' approval to keep waging his military campaign against Yemen's Houthis, in line with its sole authority under the U.S. Constitution to declare war and otherwise authorize military force. 
Came, and went, in public silence -- even from Senate Democrats frustrated by the Biden administration's blowing past some of the checkpoints that would give Congress more of a say in the United States' deepening military engagement in the Middle East conflicts.
The Biden administration contends that nothing in the War Powers Resolution, or other deadlines, directives and laws, requires it to change its military support for Israel's five-month-old war in Gaza, or two months of U.S. military strikes on the Houthis, or to submit to greater congressional oversight or control. 

    


That's left some frustrated Senate Democrats calibrating how far to go in confronting a president of their own party over his military authority.
Democrats are wary of undercutting Biden as he faces a difficult reelection campaign. Their ability to act is limited by their control of only one chamber, the Senate, where some Democrats -- and many Republicans -- back Biden's military actions in the Middle East. 




While Biden's approach gives him more leeway in how he conducts U.S. military engagement since Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks, it risks making any crisis deeper if things go badly wrong.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

James A. Siebens, leader of the Defense Strategy and Planning project at the Stimson Center in Washington, called it a "latent constitutional crisis."
The Middle East conflicts have revived a long-running clash between the president, as commander in chief, and Congress, which holds the power to stop and start wars, or lesser uses of military force, and controls their funding.

    


U.S. and British warships, planes and drones opened attacks on Houthi targets in Yemen on Jan. 11. Hundreds of U.S. strikes have followed. The U.S. strikes are aimed at knocking back what has been a surge of attacks by the Iran-backed Houthis, a clan-based movement that has seized control of much of northern Yemen, on international shipping in the Red Sea since the Israel-Hamas war began.
Biden formally notified Congress the next day. The administration took pains to frame the U.S. military campaign as defensive actions and not as "hostilities" that fall under the War Powers Resolution.
The resolution gives presidents 60 days after notifying Congress they've sent U.S. forces into armed conflict either to obtain its approval to keep fighting, or to pull out U.S. troops. That deadline was Tuesday. 
The White House continues to insist that the military actions are to defend U.S. forces and do not fall under the resolution's 60-day provision. 
Congress pushed through the War Powers Resolution over presidential veto in 1973, moving forcefully to reclaim its authority over U.S. wars abroad as President Richard Nixon expanded the Vietnam War. 

    


Since then, presidents have often argued that U.S. involvement in conflicts doesn't amount to "hostilities" or otherwise fall under the resolution. If lawmakers disapprove, their options include pressuring the executive branch to seek an authorization of military force, trying to get Congress at large to formally order the president to withdraw, withholding funding or stepping up congressional oversight.
For Yemen, Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy is looking at introducing legislation within weeks that would authorize the U.S. campaign against the Houthis under set limits on the time, geographical range and scope. The plan has not been previously reported.
Murphy and other Democrats in Congress have expressed concern about the effectiveness of the U.S. attacks on the Houthis, the risk of further regional escalation and the lack of clarity on the administration's end game. They've asked why the administration sees it as the U.S. military's mission to protect a global shipping route.

    


"This is 'hostilities'.' There's no congressional authorization for them," Sen. Tim Kaine, a Virginia Democrat, told a Senate Foreign Relations subcommittee hearing on obtaining congressional authorization for the U.S. strikes on the Houthis. "And it's not even close."
Asked this week what happens now that the 60 days are up, Kaine said it would be premature for Congress to consider authorizing the U.S. action against the Houthis without understanding the strategy.
Idaho Sen. James Risch. the top Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, had no such doubts.
"I believe that the president has all the power that he needs under the Constitution to do what he's doing in Yemen," Risch said this week.
But it's Gaza, and the soaring death toll among Palestinian civilians, that has stirred the most protests from Congress. The Israel-Hamas war also has a far higher profile in U.S. domestic politics. While many Americans are dead-set against any cut in military support to Israel, a growing number of Democrats have begun withholding votes from Biden in state presidential primaries to demand more U.S. action for Gaza's trapped people. 

    


Some in Congress were frustrated early in the war that the administration bypassed congressional review to rush additional military aid to Israel, by declaring a national security emergency. 
A presidential order negotiated with Senate Democrats requires Israel to certify in writing by March 25 that it will abide by international law when using U.S. weapons in Gaza and will not impede humanitarian aid to Palestinian civilians -- or face a possible cut in U.S. military aid.
The United Nations has said Israeli restrictions are keeping many aid trucks from getting into Gaza. The U.S. this month began air drops and work on a sea route to get more food and other vital goods into the territory.
Some in Congress are pushing the administration to cut the military aid now, under existing federal law requiring countries that get U.S. military support to use it in compliance with international law, including by allowing humanitarian access to civilians in conflicts. 
A group of Senate Democrats and independent Sen. Bernie Sanders wrote Biden this week that it was already plain that Israel was obstructing humanitarian aid to Israel. They urged him to cut military aid immediately, absent a turnaround by Israeli President Benjamin Netanyahu's government, under existing laws on U.S. foreign assistance.
"I'm still flabbergasted" that the administration hasn't acted, Maryland Democrat Chris Van Hollen, one of the senators pushing hardest on the point, said.
----
Associated Press writer Farnoush Amiri contributed.
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Top Democrat Schumer calls for new elections in Israel, saying Netanyahu is an obstacle to peace

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., says Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way," and is now an obstacle to peace in the region. He's calling on Israel to hold new elections.(March 14)
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    [image: In this image from video provided by Senate TV, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks on the Senate floor at the Capitol in Washington, March 14, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" amid the Israeli bombardment of Gaza and a growing humanitarian crisis there. Schumer is the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S. (Senate TV via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington, March 12, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu chairs a cabinet meeting at the Kirya military base, which houses the Israeli Ministry of Defense, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Dec. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, poses for a picture with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Feb. 15, 2017. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ]
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[image: In this image from video provided by Senate TV, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., third left, walks off after speaking on the Senate floor at the Capitol in Washington, March 14, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" amid the Israeli bombardment of Gaza and a growing humanitarian crisis there. Schumer is the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S.. (Senate TV via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on Thursday called on Israel to hold new elections, saying he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" and is an obstacle to peace in the region amid a growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 
Schumer, the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., strongly criticized Netanyahu in a 40-minute speech Thursday morning on the Senate floor. Schumer said the prime minister has put himself in a coalition of far-right extremists and "as a result, he has been too willing to tolerate the civilian toll in Gaza, which is pushing support for Israel worldwide to historic lows." 
"Israel cannot survive if it becomes a pariah," Schumer said. 
The high-level warning comes as an increasing number of Democrats have pushed back against Israel and as President Joe Biden has stepped up public pressure on Netanyahu's government, arguing that he needs to pay more attention to the civilian death toll in Gaza amid the Israeli bombardment. The U.S. this month began airdrops of badly needed humanitarian aid and announced it will establish a temporary pier to get more assistance into Gaza via sea.

    


Schumer has so far positioned himself as a strong ally of the Israeli government, visiting the country just days after the brutal Oct. 7 attack by Hamas and giving a lengthy speech on the Senate floor in December decrying "brazen and widespread antisemitism the likes of which we haven't seen in generations in this country, if ever." 




But he said on the Senate floor Thursday that the "Israeli people are being stifled right now by a governing vision that is stuck in the past." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Schumer says Netanyahu, who has long opposed Palestinian statehood, is one of several obstacles in the way of the two-state solution pushed by the United States. Netanyahu "has lost his way by allowing his political survival to take precedence over the best interests of Israel," Schumer said. 

    


The majority leader is also blaming right-wing Israelis, Hamas and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. Until they are all removed from the equation, Schumer said, "there will never be peace in Israel and Gaza and the West Bank." 
The United States cannot dictate the outcome of an election in Israel, Schumer said, but "a new election is the only way to allow for a healthy and open decision-making process about the future of Israel, at a time when so many Israelis have lost their confidence in the vision and direction of their government." 
At the White House, national security spokesman John Kirby declined to weigh in on Schumer's call for new elections, saying the White House is most focused on getting a temporary cease-fire in place.
"We know Leader Schumer feels strongly about this and we'll certainly let him speak to it and to his comments," Kirby said. "We're going to stay focused on making sure that Israel has what it needs to defend itself while doing everything that they can to avoid civilian casualties." 

    


The speech drew a swift reprisal from Republicans. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said on the Senate floor immediately after Schumer's remarks that "Israel deserves an ally that acts like one" and that foreign observers "ought to refrain from weighing in." 
The Democratic Party has an anti-Israel problem, McConnell said. "Either we respect their decisions or we disrespect their democracy," he said. 
And at a House GOP retreat in West Virginia, House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., called Schumer's speech "inappropriate."
"It's just plain wrong for an American leader to play such a divisive role in Israeli politics while our closest ally in the region is in an existential battle for its very survival," the Republican speaker said.
Netanyahu has long had a more cozy relationship with Republicans in the United States, most notably speaking at a joint session of Congress in 2015 at the invitation of GOP lawmakers to try to torpedo former President Barack Obama's nuclear negotiations with Iran. The move infuriated Obama administration officials, who saw it as an end run around Obama's presidential authority and unacceptably deep interference in U.S. politics and foreign policy.

    


Just this week, Netanyahu was invited to speak to Republican senators at a party retreat. But Israeli ambassador Michael Herzog took his place due to last minute scheduling issues, according to a person familiar with the closed-door meeting. 
Democratic Sen. Brian Schatz of Hawaii, who is Jewish, praised Schumer's remarks. 
"This is a gutsy, historic speech from Leader Schumer," he posted on X, formerly Twitter. "I know he didn't arrive at this conclusion casually or painlessly." 
It is unclear how Schumer's unusually direct call will be received in Israel, where the next parliamentary elections are scheduled for October 2026. Many Israelis hold Netanyahu responsible for failing to stop the Oct. 7 cross-border raid by Hamas, which killed 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and his popularity appears to have taken a hit as a result.

    


Protesters in Israel calling for early elections have charged that Netanyahu is making decisions based on keeping his right-wing coalition intact rather than Israel's interests at a time of war. And they say he is endangering Israel's strategic alliance with the United States by rejecting U.S. proposals for a post-war vision for Gaza in order to appease the far-right members of his government.
U.S. priorities in the region have increasingly been hampered by those far-right members of his Cabinet, who share Netanyahu's opposition to Palestinian statehood and other aims that successive U.S. administrations have seen as essential to resolving Palestinian-Israeli conflicts long-term.
In a hot-mic moment while speaking to lawmakers after his State of the Union address, Biden promised a "come to Jesus" moment with Netanyahu. 
And Vice President Kamala Harris, Schumer and other lawmakers met last week in Washington with Benny Gantz, a member of Israel's War Cabinet and a far more popular rival of Netanyahu -- a visit that drew a rebuke from the Israeli prime minister. 
Gantz joined Netanyahu's government in the War Cabinet soon after the Hamas attacks. But Gantz is expected to leave the government once the heaviest fighting subsides, signaling the period of national unity has ended. A return to mass demonstrations could ramp up pressure on Netanyahu's deeply unpopular coalition to hold early elections.
Schumer said that as the highest ranking Jewish elected official in the United States, he feels an obligation to speak out. He said his last name derives from the Hebrew word Shomer, or "guardian."
"I also feel very keenly my responsibility as Shomer Yisroel -- a guardian of the People of Israel," he said. 
Schumer said that if Israel tightens its control over Gaza and the West Bank and creates a "de facto single state," then there should be no reasonable expectation that Hamas and their allies will lay down arms. It could mean constant war, he said. 
"As a democracy, Israel has the right to choose its own leaders, and we should let the chips fall where they may," Schumer said. "But the important thing is that Israelis are given a choice." 
___
Associated Press writers Aamer Madhani and Lisa Mascaro in Washington, Stephen Groves in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, and Tia Goldenberg in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report. 
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Palestinian leader appoints longtime adviser as prime minister in the face of calls for reform

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas meets with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Amman, Jordan, Tuesday Oct. 17, 2023. The Palestinian Authority's prime minister announced his government's resignation on Monday, seen as the first step in a reform process demanded by the United States as part of its latest ambitious plans to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool, File)]
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                                        RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) -- Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has appointed his longtime economic adviser to be the next prime minister in the face of U.S. pressure to reform the Palestinian Authority as part of Washington's postwar vision for Gaza.
Mohammad Mustafa, a U.S.-educated economist and political independent, will head a technocratic government in the Israeli-occupied West Bank that could potentially administer Gaza ahead of eventual statehood. But those plans face major obstacles, including strong opposition from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and the Israel-Hamas war that is still grinding on with no end in sight.
It's unclear whether the appointment of a new Cabinet led by a close Abbas ally would be sufficient to meet U.S. demands for reform, as the 88-year-old president would remain in overall control.
"The change that the United States of America and the countries of the region want is not necessarily the change that the Palestinian citizen wants," said Hani al-Masri, a Palestinian political analyst. "People want a real change in politics, not a change in names ... They want elections."

    


He said Mustafa is "a respected and educated man" but will struggle to meet public demands to improve conditions in the occupied West Bank, where Israeli restrictions imposed since the start of the war have caused an economic crisis.
In a statement announcing the appointment, Abbas asked Mustafa to put together plans to re-unify adminstration in the West Bank and Gaza, lead reforms in the government, security services and economy and fight corruption. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mustafa was born in the West Bank town of Tulkarem in 1954 and earned a doctorate in business administration and economics from George Washington University. He has held senior positions at the World Bank and previously served as deputy prime minister and economy minister. He is currently the chairman of the Palestine Investment Fund.

    


The previous prime minister, Mohammad Shtayyeh, resigned along with his government last month, saying different arrangements were needed because of the "new reality in the Gaza Strip."
The Palestinian Authority was established in the 1990s through interim peace agreements and was envisioned as a stepping-stone to eventual statehood.
But the peace talks repeatedly collapsed, most recently with Netanayahu's return to power in 2009. Hamas seized power in Gaza from forces loyal to Abbas in 2007, confining his limited authority to major population centers that account for around 40% of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Abbas is deeply unpopular among Palestinians, many of whom view the PA as little more than a subcontractor of the occupation because it cooperates with Israel on security matters. His mandate ended in 2009 but he has refused to hold elections, blaming Israeli restrictions. Hamas won a landslide victory in the last parliamentary elections, in 2006. Although it is considered a terrorist group by Israel and Western countries, Hamas would likely perform well in any free and fair vote.

    


Abbas, unlike his Hamas rivals, recognizes Israel, has renounced armed struggle and is committed to a negotiated solution that would create an independent Palestinian state alongside Israel. That goal is shared by the international community.
Israel has long criticized the PA over payments it makes to the families of Palestinians who have been killed or imprisoned by Israel, including top militants who killed Israelis. The PA defends such payments as a form of social welfare for families harmed by the decades-old conflict.
The dispute has led Israel to suspend some of the taxes and customs duties it collects on behalf of the PA, contributing to years of budget shortfalls. The PA pays the salaries of tens of thousands of teachers, health workers and other civil servants.
The United States has called for a reformed PA to expand its writ to postwar Gaza ahead of the eventual creation of a Palestinian state in both territories. Netanyahu has ruled out any role for the PA in Gaza, and his government is opposed to Palestinian statehood.

    


Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories to form their future state. 
Israel annexed east Jerusalem in a move not recognized internationally and considers the entire city -- including major holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims -- to be its undivided capital. Israel has built scores of settlements across the West Bank, where over 500,000 Jewish settlers live in close proximity to some 3 million Palestinians.
Israel withdrew soldiers and settlers from Gaza in 2005, but along with Egypt imposed a blockade on the territory when Hamas seized power two years later. 
Netanyahu has vowed to dismantle Hamas and maintain open-ended security control over Gaza in the wake of Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people and taking another 250 hostage. Israel's subsequent invasion of Gaza has killed more than 31,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials.
The Palestinian Authority has said it will not return to Gaza on the back of an Israeli tank, and that it would only assume control of the territory as part of a comprehensive solution to the conflict that includes statehood.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Former Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin says he's putting together investor group to buy TikTok

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin speaks with reporters outside the White House, March 29, 2020, in Washington. Mnuchin says he's going to put together an investor group to buy TikTok, a day after the House of Representatives passed a bill that would ban the popular video app in the U.S. if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake.(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        Former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said Thursday that he will put together an investor group to buy TikTok after the House passed a bill that would ban the popular video app in the U.S. if its China-based owner does not sell its stake.
During an interview on CNBC's "Squawk Box," Mnuchin, who served under President Donald Trump, said he had spoken "to a bunch of people" about creating an investor group that would purchase the popular social media company. He offered no details about who may be in the group or about TikTok's possible valuation.
"This should be owned by U.S. businesses," Mnuchin said. "There's no way that the Chinese would ever let a U.S. company own something like this in China."
TikTok did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Former Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin says he's putting together investor group to buy TikTok.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jackie Quinn reports on a former U.S. cabinet member's effort to acquire TikTok.

    

The House bill, passed by a vote of 352-65, now goes to the Senate, where its prospects are unclear. Lawmakers in the Senate have indicated that the measure will undergo a thorough review. If it passes in the Senate, President Joe Biden has said he will sign it.

    


House lawmakers acted on concern that TikTok's current ownership structure is a national security threat. Lawmakers from both parties and administration officials have voiced concerns that TikTok's parent company, ByteDance, could be compelled by Chinese authorities to hand over data on American users, spread pro-Beijing propaganda or suppress topics unfavorable to the Chinese government.




TikTok, for its part, has long denied that it could be used as a tool of Chinese authorities. The company insists it has never shared U.S. user data with the Chinese government and will not do so if asked. To date, the U.S. government also has not provided evidence that shows TikTok shared such information with authorities in China.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The White House had no immediate reaction Thursday to Mnuchin's potential bid for TikTok. 
"We're still focused on continuing to work, providing some technical support and assistance to Congress, as this bill, which just passed the House, moves on to the Senate," White House national security spokesman John Kirby said when asked about whether the Mnuchin consortium could assuage the administration's national security concerns about TikTok. 

    


"There is an ongoing legislative process for that. We obviously want to see the Senate take it up swiftly and we're focused on making sure we're providing them the context and information we believe is important so that this bill can actually do and address the national security concerns that we have with respect to TikTok," he said. 
The fight over the platform takes place as U.S.-China relations have shifted into strategic rivalry, especially in areas such as advanced technology and data security, seen as essential to each country's economic prowess and national security.
If passed and signed into law, the House bill would give ByteDance 180 days to sell the platform to a buyer that satisfies the U.S. government. It would also bar ByteDance from controlling TikTok's algorithm, which feeds users videos based off their preferences.

    


In addition to Mnuchin, some other investors, including "Shark Tank" star Kevin O'Leary, have voiced interest in buying TikTok's U.S. business. But experts have said it could be challenging for ByteDance to sell the platform to a buyer who could afford it in a few months.
Big tech companies are best positioned to make such a purchase, but they would likely face intense scrutiny from antitrust regulators, which Mnuchin emphasized.
"I don't think this should be controlled by any of the big U.S. tech companies. I think there could be antitrust issues on that," he said during the interview. "This should be something that's independent so we have a real competitor. And users love it, so it shouldn't be shut down."
He also said the app would need to be rebuilt in the U.S. with new technology.
In many ways, social media companies have become battlegrounds for partisan disagreements about how to control disinformation while protecting free speech. Mnuchin's effort to buy TikTok comes as Trump and his allies have long complained about what they see as social media muzzling conservative voices.

    


Trump himself has voiced opposition to the House bill, saying that a ban on TikTok would help its rival, Facebook, which he continues to lambast over his 2020 election loss. Some other Republicans who oppose the bill say the U.S. should simply tell Americans about the security concerns with TikTok, but let them decide if they want to use the platform.
Meanwhile, some Democrats have expressed concern about singling out one company when other social media platforms also collect vast amounts of data on users. Opponents of the bill also say it would disrupt the lives of content creators who rely on the platform for income and run afoul of the First Amendment, which protects free speech.

    


This isn't the first time a TikTok sale has been in play.
When Mnuchin was Treasury secretary, the Trump administration brokered a deal in 2020 that would have had U.S. corporations Oracle and Walmart take a large stake in TikTok on national security grounds. 
The deal would have also made Oracle responsible for hosting all TikTok's U.S. user data and securing computer systems to ensure national security requirements are satisfied. Microsoft also made a failed bid for TikTok that its CEO, Satya Nadella, later described as the "strangest thing" he had ever worked on.
Instead of congressional action, the 2020 arrangement was in response to a series of executive actions by Trump targeting TikTok.
But the sale never went through for a number of reasons. Trump's executive orders got held up in court as the 2020 presidential election loomed. China also imposed stricter export controls on its technology providers.
___
Associated Press journalists Matt O'Brien, Aamer Madhani and Ali Swenson contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court Justices Barrett and Sotomayor, ideological opposites, unite to promote civility

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    With the Supreme Court's approval hovering near record lows, two justices have teamed up to promote the art of disagreeing without being nasty about it.
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    [image: FILE - Supreme Court Justices Amy Coney Barrett, left, and Sonia Sotomayor speak with retired U.S. Appeals Court Judge Thomas Griffith, not shown, during a panel discussion at the winter meeting of the National Governors Association, Feb. 23, 2024 in Washington. In joint appearances less than three weeks apart, ideologically opposite Justices Amy Coney Barrett and Sonia Sotomayor said a Supreme Court where voices don't get raised in anger can be a model for the rest of the country in these polarized times. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With the Supreme Court's approval hovering near record lows, two justices have teamed up to promote the art of disagreeing without being nasty about it.
In joint appearances less than three weeks apart, Justices Amy Coney Barrett and Sonia Sotomayor, ideological opposites, said the need for civil debate has never been greater than it is in these polarized times. And they said the Supreme Court, where voices don't get raised in anger, can be a model for the rest of the country.
"I don't think any of us has a 'my way or the highway' attitude," said Barrett, who is promoting compromise from a position of strength as part of the high court's super-majority of conservative justices. She spoke Tuesday at a conference of civics educators in Washington.
Sotomayor, speaking at a meeting of the nation's governors in late February, said the justices' pens can be sharp but also deft in writing opinions. "There are so many, many things that you can do to bring the temperature down and to have you functioning together as a group to getting something done that has a benefit in the law," she said.

    


Oddly enough, Barrett used strikingly similar language to criticize Sotomayor and the other two liberal justices less than two weeks ago. 




The nine justices unanimously rejected state efforts to kick Republican former President Donald Trump off 2024 ballots over his efforts to undo his election loss to Democrat Joe Biden four years ago. But the three liberals criticized the court for going too far.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We cannot join an opinion that decides momentous and difficult issues unnecessarily, and we, therefore, concur only in the judgment," Justices Ketanji Brown Jackson, Elena Kagan and Sotomayor wrote in a joint opinion.
Barrett basically agreed with them. But she didn't like the tone.
"In my judgment, this is not the time to amplify disagreement with stridency. The Court has settled a politically charged issue in the volatile season of a Presidential election," Barrett wrote. "Particularly in this circumstance, writings on the Court should turn the national temperature down, not up."

    


Barrett is rarely in dissent on a court that, relatively soon after she joined, overturned abortion rights, curbed Biden administration environmental efforts, broadened religious rights, expanded gun rights and ended affirmative action in college admissions.
At 52, Barrett is the youngest member of the court. She was appointed by Trump, joining the court a little more than a month after the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Barrett's election year confirmation by a Republican-controlled Senate infuriated Democrats. Barrett was Trump's third high-court appointee. Four years earlier, Senate Republicans blocked President Barack Obama's Supreme Court nomination of Merrick Garland, now President Biden's attorney general, explaining that the vacancy should await the outcome of the 2016 election, eventually won by Trump. 
Sotomayor, 69, has been on the court since 2009, appointed by Obama. She has written tough dissents from the decisions on affirmative action and abortion, jointly with the other liberal justices in the latter. During arguments in the abortion case, Sotomayor bitterly criticized her conservative colleagues. "Will this institution survive the stench that this creates in the public perception that the Constitution and its reading are just political acts? I don't see how it is possible," she said nearly seven months before the court overturned Roe.

    


Confidence in the court fell to its lowest level in 50 years following the abortion decision in June 2022, and polling done just before the court began its new term in October found little change.
The justices' appearances hark back to the traveling road show conservative Antonin Scalia and liberal Stephen Breyer put on 15 or so years ago. But Breyer and Scalia cheerfully debated their different approaches to the law. Barrett and Sotomayor acknowledge they see things differently but instead focus on their determination to disagree civilly. Sotomayor serves on the governing board of iCivics, an education nonprofit started by former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor.

    


"We do not interrupt one another, and we never raise voices," Barrett said at the civics conference, describing the justices' private meetings at which they talk about the cases they've just heard.
Justices speaking publicly about the court's collegiality is nothing new. But something unusual happened after the abortion decision. Some justices engaged in a public back-and-forth over the court's legitimacy, the very topic Sotomayor raised in the courtroom.
Kagan began the exchange by saying that the court risks losing its legitimacy if it is perceived as political. She returned to the theme last summer at a Portland, Oregon, appearance in which she emphasized "the importance of courts looking like they're doing law, rather than willy-nilly imposing their own preferences as the composition of the court changes."

    


Kagan's comments followed a term in which the conservatives were united in the affirmative action decision and in scrapping Biden's $400 billion plan to cancel or reduce federal student debt loans and issuing a major ruling that impacts gay rights.
But there were other major cases in which conservative and liberal justices joined to reject aggressive legal arguments from the right, including on Native American rights, immigration and elections.
The court that was partially remade by Trump will undoubtedly remain an issue this election year. Major decisions await on abortion, guns, the power of federal regulators and whether Trump can be prosecuted on charges he interfered with the 2020 election.
Most of those rulings will come down in June, as the justices race to finish their work and feelings sometimes get rubbed raw, even without any shouting.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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A plan to find new leadership for Haiti is moving forward, Caribbean officials say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    People lined up in front of a bank in Port-au-Prince as some businesses reopened during a break from gang violence in the Haitian capital. Public transportation has also resumed and more Haitians could be seen on the streets almost 10 days after gang attacks brought the city to a standstill. (March 13) (AP Video/Pierre Luxama)
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    [image: A resident walks past a National Police officer guarding the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: A woman walks past the smoking, empty National Penitentiary after a small fire broke out inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: National Police patrol the area near the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: National Police stand guard outside the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same facility that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Children look through a fence at a shelter for families displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Firefighters arrive to put out a small fire at the empty National Penitentiary as National Police patrol in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same facility that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A plan to create a transitional presidential council is moving forward after a majority of Haitian parties and coalitions submitted the names of those charged with finding new leaders for the country, Caribbean officials said Thursday.
The names were provided to a regional trade bloc known as Caricom that is helping lead the transition.
"It is all up now to the Haitians as they are the ones who want a Haitian-led solution," Surinamese Foreign Minister Albert Ramdin told The Associated Press. "It is for them to pick up the ball and run with it, being responsible for their own destiny."
He spoke a day after Haitian politicians and influential figures bickered publicly about the plan and what names to submit, seemingly putting creation of the council at risk.
Caribbean leaders had announced plans to create the council after meeting in Jamaica Monday behind closed doors with officials including U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Shortly after the meeting, Prime Minister Ariel Henry pledged to resign once the council is created.

    


The council will be responsible for choosing an interim prime minister and a council of ministers, as well as help organize general elections, which haven't been held in nearly a decade.




"We hope this is a breakthrough for Haiti," Ramdin said. 
He said Caricom officials met Wednesday night for an update on the situation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The names haven't been made public, although a senior Caribbean official not authorized to speak to the media told the AP that the Dec. 21 Agreement group, which backs the current prime minister, has not submitted a name.
In addition, Jean-Charles Moise, who leads the Petit Desalin party and has allied with former rebel leader and convicted money launderer Guy Philippe, announced Wednesday that his party would not join the council despite being offered a voting position.

    


The others awarded a spot on the council are EDE/RED, a party led by former Prime Minister Claude Joseph; the Montana Acc ccord, a group of civil society leaders, political parties and others; Fanmi Lavalas, Aristide's party; the Jan. 30 Collective, which represents parties including that of former President Michel Martelly; and the private sector.
The remaining two nonvoting positions would go to a member from Haiti's civil society and its religious sector.
It wasn't immediately clear what would happen to the position rejected by Moise and his party.
The push to create a council comes as Haiti's capital and other areas become increasingly overrun by powerful gangs that control around 80% of Port-au-Prince.
On Feb. 29, gunmen launched a series of attacks on key state institutions, including police stations, the main international airport and Haiti's two biggest prisons, where more than 4,000 inmates were freed. Scores of people have died in the attacks, and more than 15,000 people have been left homeless.
The violence has somewhat subsided, although a fire was reported Thursday at the National Penitentiary in downtown Port-au-Prince, one of two prisons attacked more than a week ago. It wasn't immediately clear if anyone was injured or killed in the blaze or how it started.

    


Henry, the prime minister, was in Kenya when the attacks began to try and secure a U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from the East African country. The deployment, however, has been put on hold. Meanwhile, Henry remains in Puerto Rico, unable to return home.
Schools, gas stations and airports remain closed in Haiti's capital and beyond, although public transportation has resumed, and a growing number of Haitians have been seen on previously empty streets.
___
Wilkinson reported from Georgetown, Guyana.
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A major storm dumps feet of snow in parts of Colorado and leaves drivers stranded

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A motorist clears snow from her all-wheel-drive vehicle as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Motorists pass under an electric sign illuminated with a warning of a storm as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A pedestrian moves along Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Please see this frame grab showing The Colorado State Capitol is covered in snow early Thrusday, March 14, 2024 in Denver. A major snowstorm has hit Colorado, closing numerous schools and government offices Thursday and shutting down sections of highways leading to the Denver area as meteorologists warned of difficult to nearly impossible travel. (KMGH via AP)]
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[image: A heavy layer of snow covers a branch of a tree along Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A Denver city plow moved along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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        A major storm dumps feet of snow in parts of Colorado and leaves drivers stranded

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A motorist clears snow from her all-wheel-drive vehicle as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Motorists pass under an electric sign illuminated with a warning of a storm as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A pedestrian moves along Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A Denver city plow moved along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | A Denver city plow moved along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
A Denver city plow moved along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By COLLEEN SLEVIN and THOMAS PEIPERT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DENVER (AP) -- A major storm dumped heavy snow in Colorado on Thursday - forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts.
The storm, which began Wednesday night, delivered the slushy, wet snow typical for March, one of the snowiest months in Denver, and wasn't expected to wind down until Friday morning. The heaviest snow accumulations were expected in Colorado's Front Range region, where the vast majority of the state's population lives, with most falling in the foothills and mountains west of Denver. 
Those higher elevations were expected to get 18 to 36 inches (45 to 91 centimeters), and some amounts exceeding 4 feet (1.2 meters), the National Weather Service said. Denver itself got up to about 8 inches (20 centimeters) of snow by Thursday morning, but the weather service warned the snow would intensify again later in the afternoon and evening. 

    


A stretch of Interstate 70 was closed in the Colorado mountains, following numerous reports of vehicles stranded on the highway for hours. While a boon to Colorado's ski industry, the extreme conditions shut down several ski resorts. 




Melanie Brooks was out walking her dogs Thursday morning in Denver.
"I'm kind of sad that I didn't make it up to the mountains because now it's tough to drive there, and I'm missing a powder day," she said.
The Colorado State Patrol urged people to stay off the roads.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Troopers are getting stuck trying to get to all the stranded motorists," the patrol posted on X, formerly Twitter.
Aspen Springs, in the foothills west of Denver, had more than 3 feet (about 1 meter) of snow as of Thursday morning.
Since the storm is the rarer kind that brings more snow to the eastern half of the state rather than the Colorado's higher mountains to the west it may not do much to help feed the Colorado River, which supplies water to more than 40 million people.

    


More than 75,000 customers were without power across Colorado on Thursday -- about 2 percent of electric utility customers statewide and concentrated primarily in metro Denver and along the Front Range, according to poweroutage.us.
The storm started as rain in the Denver area and turned into snow. The area was expected to get 10 to 20 inches (25 to 50 centimeters) of snow, with up to 2 feet (60 centimeters) in the western suburbs, the weather service said.
Jarmila Schultz, 77, was tackling her sidewalks in shifts as the snow continued to fall.
"I have to get out early because I have to do it like four times because it's going to snow all day," she said, noting she has cleats on her boots to prevent her from falling. "It's water, ice and it's very hard for me to lift."
But she still loves the snow.
"You know, in my time I skied, snow-shoed and did all this and I think Colorado's incredible for those type of things."
Denver deployed 36 residential plows starting at 3 a.m. Thursday with the plan to shave the top few inches of snow off streets, to help clear paths to main streets. 
Tyler Barnes, a Miami native who drove a ride-share overnight, was trying snow-shoeing for the first time Thursday morning, and found it was pretty easy.

    


"It was really what I hoped it would be like," he said. "I feel confident I could walk a long way in these."
Denver International Airport was open Thursday, but about 800 flights were canceled with 100 more delayed, according to Flightaware.com.
The snowstorm comes as other parts of the country face severe weather. Massive chunks of hail pelted parts of Kansas and Missouri on Wednesday night, with storms unleashing possible tornadoes in Kansas.
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Pope acknowledges criticism, health issues but says in upcoming memoir he has no plans to retire

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona holds a copy of "Life: My Story Through History" as he poses for a picture prior to the start of an interview with the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pope Francis delivers his speech during his weekly general audience in the St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has ]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has "many projects to bring to fruition."
Francis, 87, made the comments in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday, the 11th anniversary of his installation as pope. Extensive excerpts were published Thursday in the Italian daily Corriere della Sera.
In the memoir, written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona, Francis traces key moments of his life and their intersection with world events (World War II, Argentina's military dictatorship and Vatican intrigue) and how they together inform his priorities as pope.
Significantly, he addresses recurring speculation about his health problems, criticism from conservatives and what both may mean for the future of his pontificate. Such questions have always surrounded the papacy but the prospect of a papal resignation only became a reality with the late Pope Benedict XVI 's historic 2013 retirement.

    


Francis, who had part of one lung removed as a young man, has been battling bronchitis, the flu and a cold on and off this winter and for the past two weeks has asked an aide to read most of his speeches. He had a chunk of his large intestine removed in 2021 and was hospitalized three times last year, including once to remove intestinal scar tissue from previous surgeries to address diverticulosis, or bulges in his intestinal wall.




In his memoir, he stressed that the papacy is a job for life but that "if a serious physical impediment" occurs, he has already penned a letter of resignation that is being held in the Secretariat of State.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"But this is, I repeat, a distant possibility, because I truly do not have any cause serious enough to make me think of resigning," he said. "Some people may have hoped that sooner or later, perhaps after a stay in the hospital, I might make an announcement of that kind, but there is no risk of it: Thanks be to God, I enjoy good health, and as I have said, there are many projects to bring to fruition, God willing."

    


Francis acknowledged that critics inside the Vatican and out have accused him of destroying the papacy and have tried to block the reforms that he was mandated by cardinals to enact as a result of his 2013 election.
"There was a strong desire to change things, to abandon certain attitudes, which, sadly, have proved difficult to eradicate," he said. "Needless to say, there are always some who wish to put the brakes on reform, who want things always to stay as they were during the days of pope kings."
In the memoir, Francis doubled down on his recent decision to allow Catholic priests to bless same-sex couples and denied that the criticism that erupted could split the church. Africa's bishops as a whole, as well as individual conservative bishops around the world, have said they would not follow the new directive.
"I just want to say that God loves everyone, especially sinners. And if my brother bishops, according to their discernment, decide not to follow this path it doesn't mean that this is the antechamber to schism, because the church's doctrine is not brought into question," Francis said.

    


He reaffirmed his support for civil unions while ruling out gay marriage, saying "it is right that these people who experience the gift of love should have the same legal protections as everyone else."
He reasoned that Jesus spent time with people who lived on the margins of society "and that is what the church should be doing today with members of the LGBTQ+ community."
"Make them feel at home, especially those who have been baptized and are in every respect among God's people," he said. "And those who have not been baptized and would like to be, or who would like to be godfathers or godmothers: let them be welcomed, please; let them follow a careful pathway to personal discernment."
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Duty, Honor, Outrage: Change to West Point's mission statement sparks controversy

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this May 22, 2019 photo members of the senior class march past a statue of George Washington during Parade Day at the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, N.Y. "Duty, Honor, County" has been the motto of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point since 1898. The motto isn't changing, but a decision to take those words out of the school's lesser-known mission statement is generating outrage in certain quarters. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Cadets prepare to line up for lunchtime formation at the United States Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., Thursday, March 6, 2008. "Duty, Honor, County" has been the motto of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point since 1898. The motto isn't changing, but a decision to take those words out of the school's lesser-known mission statement is generating outrage in certain quarters. (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)]
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[image: FILE - Graduating cadets salute during the graduation ceremony of the U.S. Military Academy class of 2021, Saturday, May 22, 2021, in West Point, N.Y. "Duty, Honor, County" has been the motto of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point since 1898. The motto isn't changing, but a decision to take those words out of the school's lesser-known mission statement is generating outrage in certain quarters. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Graduating cadets salute during the graduation ceremony of the U.S. Military Academy class of 2021, Saturday, May 22, 2021, in West Point, N.Y. "Duty, Honor, County" has been the motto of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point since 1898. The motto isn't changing, but a decision to take those words out of the school's lesser-known mission statement is generating outrage in certain quarters. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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                                        WEST POINT, N.Y. (AP) -- "Duty, Honor, Country" has been the motto of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point since 1898. That motto isn't changing, but a decision to take those words out of the school's lesser-known mission statement is still generating outrage.
Officials at the 222-year-old military academy 60 miles (96 kilometers) north of New York City recently reworked the one-sentence mission statement, which is updated periodically, usually with little fanfare.
The school's "Duty, Honor, Country," motto first made its way into that mission statement in 1998.
The new version declares that the academy's mission is "To build, educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets to be commissioned leaders of character committed to the Army Values and ready for a lifetime of service to the Army and Nation." 
"As we have done nine times in the past century, we have updated our mission statement to now include the Army Values," academy spokesperson Col. Terence Kelley said Thursday. Those values -- spelled out in other documents -- are loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and personal courage, he said.

    


Still, some people saw the change in wording as nefarious.




"West Point is going woke. We're watching the slow death of our country," conservative radio host Jeff Kuhner complained in a post on the social media platform X.
Rachel Campos-Duffy, co-host of the Fox network's "Fox & Friends Weekend," wrote on the platform that West Point has gone "full globalist" and is "Purposely tanking recruitment of young Americans patriots to make room for the illegal mercenaries."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

West Point Superintendent Lt. Gen. Steve Gilland said in a statement that "Duty, Honor, Country is foundational to the United States Military Academy's culture and will always remain our motto."
"It defines who we are as an institution and as graduates of West Point," he said. "These three hallowed words are the hallmark of the cadet experience and bind the Long Gray Line together across our great history."

    


Kelley said the motto is carved in granite over the entrance to buildings, adorns cadets' uniforms and is used as a greeting by plebes, as West Point freshmen are called, to upper-class cadets.
The mission statement is less ubiquitous, he said, though plebes are required to memorize it and it appears in the cadet handbook "Bugle Notes."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/west-point-motto-mission-statement-duty-honor-27ab60e2ddbe165c885eead3324ea188
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Survivors of Mediterranean rescue say about 60 people died on the trip from Libya, aid group reports

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A migrant is helped evacuate a partially deflated rubber dinghy by the rescue personnel of the SOS Mediterranee humanitarian ship Ocean Viking in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediterranee via AP, HO)]
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[image: The rescue personnel of the SOS Mediteranee's humanitarian ship Ocean Viking evacuate migrants from a deflating rubber dinghy in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediteranee via AP, HO)]
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[image: The rescue personnel of the SOS Mediteranee's humanitarian ship Ocean Viking attend migrants rescued from a deflating rubber dinghy in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediteranee via AP, HO)]
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        Survivors of Mediterranean rescue say about 60 people died on the trip from Libya, aid group reports
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[image: Migrants are helped evacuate a partially deflated rubber dinghy by the rescue personnel of the SOS Mediterranee humanitarian ship Ocean Viking in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediterranee via AP, HO)]
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[image: Migrants are helped evacuate a partially deflated rubber dinghy by the rescue personnel of the SOS Mediteranee's humanitarian ship Ocean Viking in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediteranee via AP, HO)]
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[image: The rescue personnel of the SOS Mediteranee's humanitarian ship Ocean Viking evacuate migrants from a deflating rubber dinghy in the Central Mediterranean Sea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Survivors reported that some 50 people who departed Libya with them a week ago had perished during the journey. (Johanna de Tessieres/ SOS Mediteranee via AP, HO)]
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Survivors rescued from a deflating rubber dinghy in the central Mediterranean Sea have reported that some 60 people who departed Libya with them more than a week ago perished during the journey, the humanitarian rescue group SOS Mediterranee said Thursday.
The European charity's ship Ocean Viking spotted the dinghy with 25 people on board Wednesday. Two were unconscious, and were evacuated to the Sicilian island of Lampedusa, some 60 miles to the north, by an Italian Coast Guard helicopter for treatment. The other 23 were in serious condition, exhausted, dehydrated and with burns from fuel on board the boat. 
SOS Mediterranee spokesman Francesco Creazzo said that the survivors were all male, 12 of them minors with two of those not yet teenagers. They were from Senegal, Mali and The Gambia.
Creazzo said the survivors were traumatized and unable to give full accounts of what had transpired during the voyage, adding that the number of missing and presumed dead was unlikely to ever be verified. Humanitarian organizations often rely on accounts of survivors when pulling together the numbers of dead and missing at sea, presumed to have died. 

    


The U.N. International Organization for Migration says 227 people have died along the perilous central Mediterranean route this year through March 11, not counting the new reported missing and presumed dead. That's out of a total 279 deaths in the Mediterranean since Jan. 1. A total of 19,562 people arrived in Italy using that route in the period.




The survivors said the boat departed Zawiya, Libya with about 85 people on board, including some women and at least one small child. The motor broke sometime after departure, and they had been adrift for more than a week. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"These people saw many of the dear ones die,'' one of the rescuers, identified only as Massimo, said in a video distributed by SOS Mediterranee. "We have taken care of them. They were suffering from hypothermia, and burns from gasoline and sea water."

    


The Ocean Viking later Wednesday night rescued another 113 people adrift in international waters off Libya in a wooden boat, including six women and two children, after being alerted by authorities. Before the Ocean Viking's arrival, a civilian sailing vessel that was the first to arrive distributed live vests to the people. 
Ocean Viking has been directed by Italian authorities to the port of Ancona, in the central Marche region, Creazzo said. 
Humanitarian groups have warned that the far-right-led Italian government's policy of assigning ports further north keeps their rescue ships out of waters where they can be saving lives. The government has typically ordered the ships to port after each rescue, punishing groups that conduct other rescues by blocking ships in port for 20 days at a time. The Ocean Viking has been subject to three such blocks over three months, the most recently from Feb. 8 until a judge lifted the block 10 days later. 
___
Trisha Thomas in Rome and Renata Brito in Barcelona contributed. 
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SpaceX comes close to completing test flight of mega rocket but loses spacecraft near end

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    SpaceX's mega rocket has flown higher and farther than ever before. The nearly 400-foot Starship blasted off from Texas on Thursday on the third test flight. But the spacecraft was lost near the end of its hourlong trip. (14 March 2024)
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    [image: SpaceX's mega rocket Starship launches for it's third test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: People gather to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship launch it's third test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        SpaceX came close to completing an hourlong test flight of its mega rocket on its third try Thursday, but the spacecraft was lost as it descended back to Earth.
The company said it lost contact with Starship as it neared its goal, a splashdown in the Indian Ocean. Until then, most everything had gone well following liftoff from the southern tip of Texas near the Mexican border.
"The ship has been lost. So no splashdown today," said SpaceX's Dan Huot. "But again, it's incredible to see how much further we got this time around."
Two test flights last year both ended in explosions minutes after liftoff. By surviving for close to 50 minutes this time, Thursday's effort was considered a win by not only SpaceX's Elon Musk, but NASA as well as Starship soared higher and farther than ever before. The space agency is counting on Starship to land its astronauts on the moon in another few years.

    


The nearly 400-foot (121-meter) Starship, the biggest and most powerful rocket ever built, headed out over the Gulf of Mexico after liftoff Thursday morning, flying east. A few minutes later, the booster separated seamlessly from the spaceship and plummeted into the gulf, although not exactly as planned because of what appeared to be an entry engine issue. The spacecraft continued toward the east, with no people or satellites on board.




Starship reached an altitude of about 145 miles (233 kilometers) as it coasted across the Atlantic and South Africa, before approaching the Indian Ocean. But 49 minutes into the flight -- with just 15 minutes remaining -- all contact was lost and the spacecraft presumably broke apart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At that point, it was 40 miles (65 kilometers) high and traveling around 16,000 mph (25,700 kph). 
SpaceX's Elon Musk had just congratulated his team a little earlier. "SpaceX has come a long way," he said via X, formerly called Twitter. The rocket company was founded exactly 22 years ago Thursday. 

    


NASA watched with keen interest: The space agency needs Starship to succeed in order to land astronauts on the moon in the next two or so years. This new crop of moonwalkers -- the first since last century's Apollo program -- will descend to the lunar surface in a Starship after transferring from NASA's Orion capsule in lunar orbit.
NASA Administrator Bill Nelson quickly congratulated SpaceX on what he called a successful test flight as part of the space agency's Artemis moon-landing program.
The stainless steel, bullet-shaped spacecraft launched atop a first-stage booster known as the Super Heavy. Both the booster and the spacecraft are designed to be reusable, although they were never meant to be salvaged Thursday.
On Starship's inaugural launch last April, several of the booster's 33 methane-fueled engines failed and the booster did not separate from the spacecraft, causing the entire vehicle to explode and crash into the gulf four minutes after liftoff. 
SpaceX managed to double the length of the flight during November's trial run. While all 33 engines fired and the booster peeled away as planned, the flight ended in a pair of explosions, first the booster and then the spacecraft.

    


The Federal Aviation Administration reviewed all the corrections made to Starship, before signing off on Thursday's launch. The FAA said after the flight that it would again investigate what happened.
Initially, SpaceX plans to use the mammoth rockets to launch the company's Starlink internet satellites, as well as other spacecraft. Test pilots would follow to orbit, before the company flies wealthy clients around the moon and back. Musk considers the moon a stepping stone to Mars, his ultimate quest.
NASA is insisting that an empty Starship land successfully on the moon, before future moonwalkers climb aboard. The space agency is targeting the end of 2026 for the first moon landing crew under the Artemis program, named after the mythological twin sister of Apollo.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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The drama in Russia's election is all about what Putin will do with another 6 years in power

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Vladimir Putin has called on Russian citizens to cast their ballots in the upcoming presidential election, calling it a "manifestation of patriotic feeling."
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    [image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking during an interview with a Russian state-owned media organization in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with his election campaign activists in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024. Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. As Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this image taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Thursday, March 7, 2024, Russian servicemen are at an improvised pooling station during early voting in the Russian presidential elections in the Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman walks past a billboard promoting the upcoming presidential election with the words in Russian "Time to vote" in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, March 7, 2024. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia]
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[image: FILE - Russian recruits take a train at a railway station in Prudboi, Volgograd region of Russia, Sept. 29, 2022. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. Probably the most unpopular move he could make at home would be to order a second military mobilization to fight in Ukraine. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. While support for Ukraine in its war with Russia lags in Washington, French and Polish leadersi have said recently that sending troops to back Kyiv is at least a hypothetical possibility. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin and Yevgenia Gutsul, the head of Moldova's autonomous region of Gagauzia, pose for a photo during the World Youth Festival at the Sirius Park of Science and Art outside Sochi, Russia, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. As Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. The country of Moldova is increasingly worried about becoming a Russian target. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police detain a man trying to lay flowers to honor Alexei Navalny at a monument in St. Petersburg, Russia, to victims of Soviet repression, on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - LGBT activists hold their flag at a rally to collect signatures to cancel the results of voting on amendments to the Constitution in Pushkin Square in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, July 15, 2020. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. Russia last year banned the notional LGBTQ+ ]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, accompanied by members of the Movement of the First All-Russian children's and youth organization, visits the Russia Expo international exhibition in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. As Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shares a toast with Russian servicemen during a meeting at the Novo-Ogaryovo State residence outside Moscow, Russia, on Monday, Jan. 1, 2024. As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line, however, is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- As Vladimir Putin heads for another six-year term as Russia's president, there's little electoral drama in the race. What he does after he crosses the finish line is what's drawing attention and, for many observers, provoking anxiety.
The voting that concludes on Sunday is all but certain to allow Putin to remain in office until 2030, giving him a full three decades of leading Russia as either president or prime minister.
The heft of that long tenure and the thorough suppression of effective domestic opposition voices gives Putin a very strong -- and perhaps unrestrained -- hand. 
That position is bolstered by the Russian economy's surprising resilience despite wide-ranging Western sanctions following the invasion of Ukraine.
It's also strengthened by Moscow's incremental but consistent battlefield advances in recent months, flagging support for military aid to Kyiv from the United States and other quarters, and growing skepticism in some Western countries over more progressive social attitudes that echoes Putin's push for "traditional values."

    


Putin, in short, would head into a new term with few obvious restraints, and that could manifest itself quickly in major new actions.
"Russia's presidential election is not so important as what will come after. Putin has often postponed unpopular moves until after elections," Bryn Rosenfeld, a Cornell University professor who studies post-Communist politics, said in a commentary. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Probably the most unpopular move he could make at home would be to order a second military mobilization to fight in Ukraine; the first, in September 2022, sparked protests, and a wave of Russians fled the country to avoid being called up. However unpopular a second mobilization might be, it could also mollify relatives of the soldiers who were drafted 18 months ago.
Some in Russia believe it could happen.

    


"Russian leaders are now talking of 'consolidating the whole of Russian society around its defense needs,'" Brian Michael Jenkins, a senior adviser at the RAND Corporation think tank told The Associated Press.
"The precise meaning of this phrase is not entirely clear, but it suggests that Russia's leadership understands that the war Putin describes will go on for a long time, and therefore resources must be mobilized," he added. "In other words, Russian society must be organized for perpetual warfare."
But Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, says Putin doesn't need a mobilization partly because many Russians from poorer regions have signed up to fight in order to get higher pay than what they can earn in their limited opportunities at home.
In addition, Putin's apparent confidence that the war is turning in Russia's favor is likely to make him continue to insist that the only way to end the conflict is for Ukraine to sit down at the negotiating table, she said. "Which, in fact, means capitulation."
While support for Ukraine lags in Washington, both French President Emmanuel Macron and Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski have said recently that sending troops to back Kyiv is at least a hypothetical possibility.

    


With those statements in mind, Putin may be motivated to test the resolve of NATO.
Alexandra Vacroux, executive director of the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University, posits that Russia within several years will make an attempt to assess NATO's commitment to Article 5, the alliance's common defense guarantee under which an attack on one member is considered an attack on all.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't think that Putin thinks that he needs to be physically, militarily stronger than all of the other countries. He just needs them to be weaker and more fractured. And so the question for him is like ... instead of worrying so much about making myself stronger, how can I make everyone else weaker?" she said. 
"So in order to do that, it's like you have to find a situation where you could test Article 5," and if the response is mild or uncertain "then you've shown that, like NATO is just a paper tiger," Vacroux said.

    


Russia could run such a test without overt military action, she said, adding, "You could imagine, like, one of the big questions is what kind of cyberattack constitutes a threat to attack?"
Although it is not a NATO member, the country of Moldova is increasingly worried about becoming a Russian target. Since the invasion of Ukraine, neighboring Moldova has faced crises that have raised fears in its capital of Chisinau that the country is also in the Kremlin's crosshairs.
The congress in Moldova's separatist Transnistria region, where Russia bases about 1,500 soldiers as nominal peacekeepers, have appealed to Moscow for diplomatic "protection" because of alleged increasing pressure from Moldova.
That appeal potentially leaves "a lot of room for escalation," said Cristain Cantir, a Moldovan international relations professor at Oakland University. "I think it's useful to see the congress and the resolution as a warning to Moldova that Russia may get more involved in Transnistria if Chisinau does not make concessions."

    


On the Russian home front, more repressive measures could come in a new Putin term, even though opposition supporters and independent media already are cowed or silenced.
Stanovaya suggested that Putin himself does not drive repressive measures but that he approves such actions that are devised by others in the expectation that these are what the Kremlin leader wants.
"Many players are trying to survive and to adapt, and they compete against each other and often they have contradictory interests," she said. "And they are trying all together in parallel to secure their own priorities and the stability of the regime."
Russia last year banned the notional LGBTQ+ "movement" by declaring it to be extremist in what officials said was a fight for traditional values like those espoused by the Russian Orthodox Church in the face of Western influence. Courts also banned gender transitioning.
Ben Noble, an associate professor of Russian politics at University College London, said he believes the LGBTQ+ community could face further repression in a new Putin term.
In the Kremlin's eye, they "can be held up as an import from the decadent West," he said.
___
Stephen McGrath in Sighisoara, Romania, contributed to this report.
___
This story corrects Noble's title to associate professor.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/putin-russia-election-ukraine-war-crackdown-f7ad48f31c83a5241526b0f62425405d
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Here's why you might see a lot of records on the track and in the pools at the Paris Olympics

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 27 | A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 27 | A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 27 | A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 27 | A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes an anti-slip pool surface at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 27 | A worker fixes an anti-slip pool surface at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker shows a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 27 | A worker shows a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A monitor displays athletes on an Olympic pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 27 | A monitor displays athletes on an Olympic pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 27 | A worker fixes a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Rubbery materials used for the athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 27 | Rubbery materials used for the athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: The athletic track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 27 | The athletic track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 27 | A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 27 | A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker moves a packed final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 27 | A worker moves a packed final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 27 | A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 27 | A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A man walks past a picture of an athletics finish line, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 27 | A man walks past a picture of an athletics finish line, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 27 | A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks surfaces portion of athletics tracks, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 27 | A worker checks surfaces portion of athletics tracks, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Surface portion of an athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 27 | Surface portion of an athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 27 | A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 27 | A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Innocenzo Pochini, Myrtha Pools Technical Director and Sustainability Manager gestures as he explains the rendering of the Paris olympic Defence Arena pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 27 | Innocenzo Pochini, Myrtha Pools Technical Director and Sustainability Manager gestures as he explains the rendering of the Paris olympic Defence Arena pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker arranges pool lights at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 27 | A worker arranges pool lights at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes pool water pipes at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 27 | A worker fixes pool water pipes at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Roberto Colletto, CEO of Myrtha Pools gestures as he explains the section of the Paris Olympic pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 27 | Roberto Colletto, CEO of Myrtha Pools gestures as he explains the section of the Paris Olympic pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: An automatic machine works on the portions that make up the pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 27 | An automatic machine works on the portions that make up the pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 27 | A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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        Here's why you might see a lot of records on the track and in the pools at the Paris Olympics

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 27 | A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 27 | A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 27 | A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 27 | A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks the final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes an anti-slip pool surface at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 27 | A worker fixes an anti-slip pool surface at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker fixes an anti-slip pool surface at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker shows a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 27 | A worker shows a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker shows a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A monitor displays athletes on an Olympic pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 27 | A monitor displays athletes on an Olympic pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A monitor displays athletes on an Olympic pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 27 | A worker fixes a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker fixes a surface portion of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Rubbery materials used for the athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 27 | Rubbery materials used for the athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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Rubbery materials used for the athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: The athletic track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 27 | The athletic track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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The athletic track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 27 | A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 27 | A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks a piece of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker moves a packed final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 27 | A worker moves a packed final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker moves a packed final surface of an athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 27 | A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 27 | A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker fixes portion of the rubbery surface of the athletics track at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A man walks past a picture of an athletics finish line, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 27 | A man walks past a picture of an athletics finish line, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A man walks past a picture of an athletics finish line, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 27 | A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks an automatic machine composing the surface of the athletics track, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks surfaces portion of athletics tracks, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 27 | A worker checks surfaces portion of athletics tracks, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks surfaces portion of athletics tracks, at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Surface portion of an athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 27 | Surface portion of an athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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Surface portion of an athletics track is displayed at the Mondo factory, in Alba, northern Italy, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The athletics track for the upcoming Paris Olympics is being produced by the Mondo company at its factory in northern Italy. The track is made in portions, rolled up and then will be transported to the Stade de France, where it will be installed over the next month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 27 | A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker checks measurements of a pool section at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 27 | A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Innocenzo Pochini, Myrtha Pools Technical Director and Sustainability Manager gestures as he explains the rendering of the Paris olympic Defence Arena pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 27 | Innocenzo Pochini, Myrtha Pools Technical Director and Sustainability Manager gestures as he explains the rendering of the Paris olympic Defence Arena pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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Innocenzo Pochini, Myrtha Pools Technical Director and Sustainability Manager gestures as he explains the rendering of the Paris olympic Defence Arena pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker arranges pool lights at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 27 | A worker arranges pool lights at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker arranges pool lights at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A worker fixes pool water pipes at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 27 | A worker fixes pool water pipes at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A worker fixes pool water pipes at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Roberto Colletto, CEO of Myrtha Pools gestures as he explains the section of the Paris Olympic pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 27 | Roberto Colletto, CEO of Myrtha Pools gestures as he explains the section of the Paris Olympic pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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Roberto Colletto, CEO of Myrtha Pools gestures as he explains the section of the Paris Olympic pool, at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: An automatic machine works on the portions that make up the pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 27 | An automatic machine works on the portions that make up the pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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An automatic machine works on the portions that make up the pool at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 27 | A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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A replica of the Myrtha Pools breathe system for chlorine derivatives is displayed at the Myrtha Pools factory, in Castiglione delle Stiviere, northern Italy, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Italian company Myrtha Pools is producing 24 pools for the Paris Olympics at its factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere, near Verona. The pools will be used for swimming, diving, water polo, artistic swimming and training areas in Paris. It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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                                        ALBA, Italy (AP) -- The purple pieces of vulcanized rubber track being produced at a factory in northern Italy will be run on by the world's fastest athletes at the Paris Olympics. They have been made with one clear goal.
Records.
After three world records and 12 Olympic marks were set on the track in Tokyo three years ago, expect more records to fall at the Stade de France.
That's why Mondo, the company that has provided the track at every Summer Games since Montreal in 1976, went back to the drawing board after Tokyo.
With the help of athlete feedback and extensive testing, new generation granules that are more elastic and cohesive are being used to produce the upper layer of rubber for the Paris track.
Multiple algorithms were explored before finding a more optimal shape and dimension for the air cells inside the track, which have been designed to minimize energy loss and enhance performance.

    


In other words, the innovations are meant to enable Olympians to run faster, jump higher and leap further. Kind of like the Olympic motto: "Faster, higher, stronger -- together."
"The athletes will find this track to be more reactive and better suited for their competition," Maurizio Stroppiana, vice president of Mondo's sport division, said during a press tour at the company's factory in Alba, near Turin.


Produced in portions over two days this week and then rolled up for transport to France, the track will be installed at the Stade de France next week, weather permitting.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It will mark the third time that Mondo has installed a new track at the Stade de France, which hosted the athletics world championships in 2003.
"It's laid on the asphalt base and it's glued in place," Stroppiana said. "It's a fairly quick process. We're going to work 24 hours and overnight because of the limited time available and the weather."
Another novelty for Paris is the color of the track, which will be purple for the first time at an Olympics.

    


"The color was a courageous decision of the local organizing committee," Stroppiana said. "We have never done this color before. It's a light mauve and darker violet. It sort of recalls the landscape of France."
REUSABLE POOLS
A three-hour drive across the country is the headquarters of another Italian company and supplier for big-time Olympic sports, Myrtha Pools.
Including training facilities, Myrtha is making 24 pools for swimming, diving, water polo and artistic swimming in Paris.
It's the sixth Olympics that Myrtha will be providing pools for.
For the swimming races at La Defense Arena, Myrtha is installing two temporary pools inside the rugby stadium -- one for competition and one for warmups and training.
Stainless steel modules being produced at the Myrtha factory in Castiglione delle Stiviere near Verona will be transported to France and bolted together to form the pool walls and floors.
"(Building temporary pools) is a big advantage because this allows us to reinstall the pools after the event," Myrtha CEO Roberto Colletto said.
For example, the pools used at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 -- when six world records were set in swimming -- were reused for the world championships in Fukuoka last year and reinstalled again at local schools in Japan.

    


Beyond the pool walls and floors, water treatment has added significance for Olympic pools.
"Transparency of water is very important because of the underwater (TV) cameras, especially now with the high definition, they need extreme transparency," Colletto said.
"In order to achieve this we have developed a specific filtration and water treatment system. And we also have a variable speed bump system that will accelerate or reduce the speed of the water, depending on the competition mode or non-competition mode."
There's also a new system designed to reduce the effects of chlorine in the water and the air that will be implemented for Paris.
So how much water does it take to fill an Olympic pool? Depending on the depth of the pools, which can range from two to three meters for swimming, between 2.5 and 4 million liters of water are needed.
"So there's a lot of water," Colletto said, "that needs to be poured into these pools."
___
Dampf reported from Rome. Video producer Brian Hendrie contributed from Alba and Castiglione delle Stiviere.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/track-pool-mondo-paris-olympics-821f6c688d0e31cd2fd1eb60adee12b5
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What's Pi Day all about? Math, science, pies and more

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Math enthusiasts and bakers around the world are celebrating Pi Day. The holiday is on Thursday, March 14 since 3/14 correlates to the first three digits of the mathematical constant.
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    [image: A freshly decorated Key Lime pie rests on a counter in a busy bakery kitchen at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: A country apple pie is sliced at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: Employees work a busy bakery kitchen at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: Manager Stephen Jarrett prepares pies on a counter at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: A freshly decorated chocolate peanut butter pie rests on a counter at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: A freshly sliced piece of apple pie is displayed on a counter at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: A freshly sliced piece of chicken pot pie is plated on a counter at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: Manager Stephen Jarrett places pies on a counter at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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[image: Manager Stephen Jarrett displays their National Pie Championships 1st place winning country apple pie at Michele's Pies, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. Math enthusiasts and bakers celebrate Pi Day on March 14 or 3/14, the first three digits of a mathematical constant with many practical uses. Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of sweet or savory pie. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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                                        Math enthusiasts around the world, from college kids to rocket scientists, celebrate Pi Day on Thursday, which is March 14 or 3/14 -- the first three digits of an infinite number with many practical uses.
Around the world many people will mark the day with a slice of pie -- sweet, savory or even pizza.
Simply put, pi is a mathematical constant that expresses the ratio of a circle's circumference to its diameter. It is part of many formulas used in physics, astronomy, engineering and other fields, dating back thousands of years to ancient Egypt, Babylon and China.
Pi Day itself dates to 1988, when physicist Larry Shaw began celebrations at the Exploratorium science museum in San Francisco. The holiday didn't really gain national recognition though until two decades later. In 2009, Congress designated every March 14 to be the big day -- to hopefully spur more interest in math and science. Fittingly enough, the day is also Albert Einstein's birthday.

    


Here's a little more about the holiday's origin and how it's celebrated today.
WHAT IS PI?
Pi can calculate the circumference of a circle by measuring the diameter -- the distance straight across the circle's middle -- and multiplying that by the 3.14-plus number.


It is considered a constant number and it is also infinite, meaning it is mathematically irrational. Long before computers, historic scientists such as Isaac Newton spent many hours calculating decimal places by hand. Today, using sophisticated computers, researchers have come up with trillions of digits for pi, but there is no end.
WHY IS IT CALLED PI?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It wasn't given its name until 1706, when Welsh mathematician William Jones began using the Greek symbol for the number.
Why that letter? It's the first Greek letter in the words "periphery" and "perimeter," and pi is the ratio of a circle's periphery -- or circumference -- to its diameter.
WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL USES?
The number is key to accurately pointing an antenna toward a satellite. It helps figure out everything from the size of a massive cylinder needed in refinery equipment to the size of paper rolls used in printers. 

    


Pi is also useful in determining the necessary scale of a tank that serves heating and air conditioning systems in buildings of various sizes.
NASA uses pi on a daily basis. It's key to calculating orbits, the positions of planets and other celestial bodies, elements of rocket propulsion, spacecraft communication and even the correct deployment of parachutes when a vehicle splashes down on Earth or lands on Mars.
Using just nine digits of pi, scientists say it can calculate the Earth's circumference so accurately it only errs by about a quarter of an inch (0.6 centimeters) for every 25,000 miles (about 40,000 kilometers).
IT'S NOT JUST MATH, THOUGH
Every year the San Francisco museum that coined the holiday organizes events, including a parade around a circular plaque, called the Pi Shrine, 3.14 times -- and then, of course, festivities with lots of pie.
Around the country, many events now take place on college campuses. For example, Nova Southeastern University in Florida will hold a series of activities, including a game called "Mental Math Bingo" and event with free pizza (pies) -- and for dessert, the requisite pie.

    


"Every year Pi Day provides us with a way to celebrate math, have some fun and recognize how important math is in all our lives," said Jason Gershman, chair of NSU's math department.
At Michele's Pies in Norwalk, Connecticut, manager Stephen Jarrett said it's one of their biggest days of the year.
"We have hundreds of pies going out for orders (Thursday) to companies, schools and just individuals," Jarrett said in an interview. "Pi Day is such a fun, silly holiday because it's a mathematical number that people love to turn into something fun and something delicious. So people celebrate Pi Day with sweet pies, savory pies, and it's just an excuse for a little treat."
NASA has its annual "Pi Day Challenge" online, offering people plenty of games and puzzles, some of them directly from the space agency's own playbook such as calculating the orbit of an asteroid or the distance a moon rover would need to travel each day to survey a certain lunar area.

    


WHAT ABOUT EINSTEIN?
Possibly the world's best-known scientist, Einstein was born on March 14, 1879, in Germany. The infinite number of pi was used in many of his breakthrough theories and now Pi Day gives the world another reason to celebrate his achievements.
In a bit of math symmetry, famed physicist Stephen Hawking died on March 14, 2018, at age 76. Still, pi is not a perfect number. He once had this to say:
"One of the basic rules of the universe is that nothing is perfect. Perfection simply doesn't exist. Without imperfection, neither you nor I would exist."
___
Associated Press video journalist John Minchillo contributed from Norwalk, Connecticut.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pi-day-celebration-math-infinite-number-f426c8659529cb07655b5f07b99ce1dd
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Storm carrying massive 'gorilla hail' hits parts of Kansas and Missouri

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)
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[image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Randy Smith, a large chunk of hail is compared to the size of a golf ball, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Randy Smith via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Randy Smith, a large chunks of hail are compared to the size of a golf ball, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Randy Smith via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Randy Smith, a large chunks of hail are compared to the size of a golf ball, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Randy Smith via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Storm carrying massive 'gorilla hail' hits parts of Kansas and Missouri

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: In this image provided by Randy Smith, a large chunk of hail is compared to the size of a golf ball, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Randy Smith via AP)]
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Massive chunks of hail pelted parts of Kansas and Missouri on Wednesday night, bringing traffic to a standstill along Interstate 70, as storms unleashed possible tornadoes and meteorologists urged residents to stay indoors.
There were three unconfirmed reports of tornadoes in Wabaunsee and Shawnee counties with reports of damaged structures, but no reports of injuries or homes damaged, according to meteorologist Matt Wolters with the National Weather Service's Topeka office. Survey teams plan to head out Thursday to evaluate the damage, he said. 
There were reports of 4-inch (10-centimeter) hail, nearly softball-size, in the town of Wabaunsee and 3-inch (7.6-centimeter) hail in Geary County near Junction City and Fort Riley, Wolters said.
Descriptions of the hail ranged from the size of golf balls and apples, to softballs and baseballs.

    


Alex Sosnowski, senior meteorologist at AccuWeather, previously said the predicted hail was deemed "gorilla hail" because it had the potential to be so big.




"Gorilla hail" is a term coined by Reed Timmer, a storm chaser who calls himself an extreme meteorologist, Sosnowski said. In this case, the term might fit: Some hail from north-central Kansas into north-central Missouri could be as big as a baseball.
"When you get up to tennis ball, baseball-sized or God forbid softball-sized, that can do a tremendous amount of damage, and if you get hit in the head, that could be fatal," Sosnowski said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Traffic came to a standstill for a time on part of Interstate 70 because of the falling hail, the National Weather Service said on X. Images of large hail chunks and at least one cracked windshield were shown on KSHB-TV.
Late Wednesday, forecasters issued tornado warnings in the areas around Topeka and to the north, while severe thunderstorm warnings were issued northeast of Kansas City in Missouri.

    


"If you are in this warning, get away from windows and shelter inside now!!!" the National Weather Service posted on X, formerly known as Twitter. The weather service said the storm had previously produced "softball-sized hail," or 3.5-inch (8.9-centimeter) chunks.
The weather service also issued a severe thunderstorm watch for parts of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Kansas through Thursday morning, after which forecasters said the storm will move to the east. 
While the hail threat lessens Thursday, meteorologists said heavy rain and high winds were still possible from northeastern Texas through central Missouri.
The biggest threat on Friday is for torrential rain -- perhaps up to 4 inches (10 centimeters) in some spots -- in a line from central Louisiana up through central Arkansas, Sosnowski said.
Other parts of the country also were seeing severe weather. A major snowstorm hit Colorado starting Wednesday night, closing numerous schools and government offices and shutting down sections of highways leading to the Denver area. That storm wasn't expected to wind down until Friday.
___
Associated Press reporter Lisa Baumann contributed from Bellingham, Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gorilla-hail-kansas-missouri-severe-weather-3d813afdc4b07eef5212695fb459450e
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Russia says Ukraine has fired more missiles at a border region on the eve of election favoring Putin

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Vladimir Putin has called on Russian citizens to cast their ballots in the upcoming presidential election, calling it a "manifestation of patriotic feeling."
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks while encouraging Russian citizens to participate in the upcoming presidential election scheduled for March 15-17, in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A billboard which promotes the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Time to vote" is seen in a street in Donetsk of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: This photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, shows destruction of a Ukrainian Armed Forces helicopter at the jump site at an undisclosed location in the Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: A woman and child walk behind a "I Love Ukraine" sign in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Ukraine fired at least eight missiles at Russia's Belgorod border region, killing one person and wounding six, local officials said Thursday, as Kyiv's forces apparently kept up their efforts to rattle the Kremlin on the eve of Russia's presidential election, a vote that is taking place amid a ruthless crackdown on dissent. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A woman walks holding her mobile phone past a photograph showing a scene from the 2014 Maidan revolution in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Ukraine fired at least eight missiles at Russia's Belgorod border region, killing one person and wounding six, local officials said Thursday, as Kyiv's forces apparently kept up their efforts to rattle the Kremlin on the eve of Russia's presidential election, a vote that is taking place amid a ruthless crackdown on dissent. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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                                        Ukraine fired at least eight missiles at Russia's Belgorod border region, killing two people and wounding 12, local officials said Thursday, as Kyiv's forces apparently kept up efforts to rattle the Kremlin on the eve of Russia's presidential election that is taking place amid a ruthless crackdown on dissent.
Also, Ukrainian forces attempted cross-border raids that were repelled in Belgorod and the Kursk region, according to local authorities. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed its troops killed 195 Ukrainian soldiers and destroyed five tanks and four armored infantry vehicles, two days after saying it killed 234 Ukrainian troops in another border assault.
It is not possible to independently verify the Russian claims. Cross-border attacks in the area have occurred sporadically since the war began and have been the subject of claims and counterclaims, as well as disinformation and propaganda.

    


The Ukrainian assaults on Russian territory in recent days, including long-range drone attacks and alleged incursions by Ukraine-based Russian proxies, have come as Russian President Vladimir Putin heads for near-certain reelection. 




Putin has sought to persuade Russians to keep him in power against a backdrop of what he says are foreign threats to the country and as the Ukraine war stretches into its third year.
In a video released Thursday, Putin called on Russians to go to the polls, calling participation in the election a "manifestation of patriotic feeling."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Claiming that "the only source of power in our country is the people," Putin told Russians, "you must not only cast your vote, but firmly declare your will and aspirations, your personal involvement in the further development of Russia."
"Elections are a step into the future," Putin said.
Since coming to power almost 25 years ago, Putin has eliminated nearly all independent media and opposition voices in Russia, particularly after the 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine that initially went badly wrong.

    


Analysts say the Kremlin is worried about low turnout during the three days of voting and needs Russians to participate to give legitimacy to Putin, who is almost certain to win another six-year term.
Sam Greene, with the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington, called Russia's election "a sham."
"The Kremlin controls who's on the ballot. The Kremlin controls how they can campaign," Greene told The Associated Press. "To say nothing of being able to control every aspect of the voting and the vote counting process."
Russia's exiled opposition are calling on Russians to protest against the election by gathering at polling stations at noon on Sunday in a signal that they don't support Putin. The event has been dubbed "Noon against Putin" and is being supported by Yulia Navalnaya, the wife of Alexei Navalny, Russia's most prominent opposition leader who died in a remote Arctic penal colony last month.
Despite Russia's early difficulties in the war, when its assault on Kyiv failed and Western countries came to Ukraine's aid by sending weapons and training troops, the Kremlin's forces now have battlefield initiative, military analysts say.

    


That is largely because Western aid has petered out due to European shortages and is now being held up in the United States by political differences.
The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank, said Russian forces "have the theater-wide initiative and will be able to determine the time, location, and scale of offensive operations" on the battlefield for the moment.
The International Institute for Strategic Studies said Russia's assault is gaining momentum and the coming months are "critical to the direction of conflict."
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday warned that delays in deliveries to Ukraine are costing lives.
"The Ukrainians are not running out of courage, they are running out of ammunition," Stoltenberg told reporters in Brussels.
While Ukraine wrestles with increasingly meager battlefield resources, Russia has significantly expanded its own weapons production and is getting ammunition from Iran and North Korea.

    


That bodes badly for Ukraine once Putin has likely cemented his grip on power, the think tank said in a report Wednesday.
"Over the spring and summer, Russia is likely to mount a series of major attacks designed to inflict Ukrainian casualties, push defenders westward and expand its control of occupied territories," the International Institute for Strategic Studies said. 
For now, it said, "the land war looks bloody and favors Moscow."
___
Associated Press writer Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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As threats to Black cemeteries persist, a movement to preserve their sacred heritage gains strength

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Neglect, abandonment and destruction have been the fate of thousands of segregated cemeteries across the country where African Americans - from former slaves to prominent politicians and business owners -- were buried over many decades. (AP Video/Cody Jackson/Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: Jessie Wooden, owner of the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, sits on a crypt, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden bought the cemetery after finding out that his mother, who died when he was an infant, was buried there. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | Jessie Wooden, owner of the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, sits on a crypt, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden bought the cemetery after finding out that his mother, who died when he was an infant, was buried there. "All my life I didn't know her. All I knew that mom was gone," he says. "For me to be able to come where she's resting at and be able to just to say a little prayer and talk to her, oh, that means so much to me." (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: Jessie Wooden, the owner of the Lincoln Park Memorial Cemetery, walks through the front gate Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. After Wooden serendipitously met an aunt when he was in his late 40s and learned about his mother's resting place, he tried to visit but found the vast graveyard overgrown, snake-infested and surrounded by debris. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: The crypt of Vivian Wooden is seen at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Her son, Jessie Wooden, purchased the cemetery after finding out his mother was buried there. Jessie was an infant when she died and he grew up in South Carolina. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Above ground graves are placed next to each other under the shade of a banyan tree at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. The cemetery holds the remains of 10,000 Black Americans, including some of Miami's most influential figures including Miami's first Black millionaire, D.A. Dorsey, and Gwen Cherry, Florida's first Black woman to serve in Florida's legislature. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Frank Wooden sweeps the graves of a local family at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden became the caretaker after his brother, Jessie, purchased the historically segregated Black cemetery where their mother is buried. ]
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[image: The headstone of World War I veteran Cleveland E. Goodwin stands near larger crypts at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Miami. The cemetery holds the remains of many Black veterans from the Civil War to the Iraq War. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Frank Wooden paints a grave at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden became the caretaker after his brother, Jessie, purchased the historically segregated Black cemetery where their mother was buried. They have cleaned, painted and maintained the cemetery and they are still burying residents. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: The tomb markers of veterans line a wall at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. The cemetery holds the remains of many Black veterans from the Civil War to the Iraq War. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Rows of tightly placed crypts, including those of children and infants, cover 20 acres at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. The segregated cemetery had suffered from years of neglect and vandalism. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Marvin Dunn, professor emeritus at Florida Atlantic University, pauses during an interview, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Palmetto Bay, Fla. Dunn recalls childhood visits to his great-grandmother's grave for the yearly spring clean-up, when he helped out marking the site with Coke bottles. ]
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[image: Marvin Dunn gives a tour of the Overtown neighborhood of Miami Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024. Dunn, a professor emeritus at Florida International University, discussed issues about the historically Black neighborhood undergoing gentrification. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Marvin Dunn is silhouetted in front of a mural at the Lyric Theater Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024, in Miami. Dunn, a professor emeritus at Florida International University and the author of many books on the history of African Americans in Florida, was leading a tour of Overtown, a historically Black neighborhood undergoing gentrification. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Above ground crypts are placed next to each other at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. The 20-acre cemetery holds the remains of over 10,000 local Black Americans, with some tombs dating to the late 19th century. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Jessie Wooden prays at the foot of his mother's grave at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden bought the cemetery after finding out that his mother, Vivian, who died when he was an infant, was buried there. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | Jessie Wooden prays at the foot of his mother's grave at the Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in the Brownsville neighborhood of Miami. Wooden bought the cemetery after finding out that his mother, Vivian, who died when he was an infant, was buried there. "All my life I didn't know her. All I knew that mom was gone," he says. "For me to be able to come where she's resting at and be able to just to say a little prayer and talk to her, oh, that means so much to me." (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO and DARREN SANDS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Neglect, abandonment and destruction have been the fate of thousands of segregated cemeteries across the country where African Americans - from former slaves to prominent politicians and business owners -- were buried over many decades.
In the past few years, growing awareness and the discovery of graves underneath parking lots, schools and even an Air Force base have spurred preservation efforts among state and local governments as well as community members who want to rebuild ancestral links that are spiritually crucial.
In Washington, D.C., members of a historically Black sorority recruited an expert who helped find the 1919 burial site of one of the sorority's founders, hidden from view in an overgrown, badly neglected section of Woodlawn Cemetery.
In Miami, Jessie Wooden bought a historically segregated Black cemetery also suffering from neglect. He and his brother, Frank - who works as caretaker - have a powerful motive for trying to restore the cemetery: it houses the gravesite of their mother, Vivian, who died when Jessie was an infant.

    


"When we got here it looked like a jungle," Frank Wooden said. "Some people had to jump the fence to get in to see their loved one."




When sites of sacred cultural memory are desecrated, it adds additional trauma to the indignity of being segregated even in death, said Brent Leggs. He is executive director of the African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund and senior vice president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Those groups have played major roles in bringing awareness to the threats to cemetery preservation, such as vandalism, abandonment, ownership disputes and development. The groups provide technical expertise, as well as legal and preservation advocacy.
"There's growing awareness among the public that cemeteries are not these haunted, scary places, but they are parks to be experienced as sites of reflection and commemoration," Leggs said.

    


At Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery in Miami's Brownsville neighborhood, community members now stop by to say thanks and bring cold water to workers who are weeding, cleaning and repainting crypts, some dating to the late 19th century.
After Jessie Wooden serendipitously met an aunt when he was in his late 40s and learned about his mother's resting place, he tried to visit but found the vast graveyard overgrown, snake-infested and surrounded by debris.
Now, when he comes to work, he walks past the crypts and spreading banyan trees to pray at his mother's grave.
"All my life I didn't know her. All I knew that mom was gone," Wooden said. "For me to be able to come where she's resting at and be able to just to say a little prayer and talk to her, oh, that means so much to me."
Marvin Dunn, emeritus professor at Florida International University and historian of race relations in Florida, remembers childhood visits to his great-grandmother's grave for yearly spring clean-ups, when he helped out marking the site with Coke bottles.
"It was the ritual," Dunn said. "My grandmother, especially, would not have allowed that grave not to be cleaned once a year."

    


Dunn's great-grandmother's burial grounds belonged to a church, and those cemeteries have been more likely to survive, he said. But where entire communities were uprooted, privately owned cemeteries on newly valuable land were often sold to developers with little to no objection - leading to hundreds of thousands of Black graves that might never be found again. 
"Where we bury our dead remains a part of our history, a part of our lives, a part of our souls," Dunn said. "Not knowing where your ancestors are at, you can't have that connection ... And that's a tragic loss."
In 2022, Congress passed the African-American Burial Grounds Preservation Act as a program within the National Park Service; efforts are ongoing to ensure funding. Last year, Florida passed a bill to fund restoration of historic Black cemeteries. Dunn says the state should also help families gain access to privately owned graveyards. 

    


 "Dignity is the biggest thing," said Antoinette Jackson, a University of South Florida professor. She leads the African American Burial Ground & Remembering Project in the Tampa area, where Black cemeteries were discovered in recent years under a corporation's parking lot and a school's campus.
Elsewhere in Tampa, an estimated 800 graves of Black people remain from the Zion Cemetery, founded in 1901 as the city's first burial ground for Blacks. The Tampa Housing Authority is redeveloping a housing complex built atop some of the graves, said Leroy Moore, the authority's chief operating officer.
Use of ground-penetrating radar confirmed the graves' location, leading to closure of five buildings over the burial ground, relocation of 32 families and efforts to preserve the area and create a genealogy research center. 

    


"You've got to know your history," Moore said.
In Miami, the Wooden brothers are trying to restore those family and community ties one crumbling gravesite at a time.
 "People can be proud, you know, where their loved ones are buried at. And they can be ... proud to come and visit again," Jessie Wooden said as Frank painstakingly brushed dirt off a nearby crypt. "We're open, we're visiting, we're burying, I mean, we're getting things done."
In Washington, in the summer of 2018, members of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority were trying to get things done - namely to locate the final resting place of one of its 22 founding members, Edna Brown Coleman.
The tragic circumstances of Brown Coleman's death in September 1919 had been uniquely woven into the sorority's legacy. According to its lore, Edna Brown held some of the first meetings in her living room before graduating from Howard University at the top of her class. 
She met and fell in love with Frank Coleman, a founder of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, and became pregnant, but died while giving birth, along with the baby. They were buried together.
Since then, the Colemans' story has lived on. A marriage between members of the two organizations is dubbed a "Coleman Love" story. But the whereabouts of Edna's burial site remained a mystery.
To find it, the sorority tapped Marjorie Kinard, resident historian of Washington, D.C.'s alumni chapter of Delta Sigma Theta who first pledged as a student at historically Black Livingstone College in the 1960s.
"When I hung up the phone, I got right on it," she said.
Filled with wonder and excitement at her new assignment, Kinard quickly confirmed that Brown Coleman was buried at Woodlawn Cemetery, a 22.5-acre cemetery in Washington. 
Opened in 1895, Woodlawn contains about 36,000 burial sites, many of them prominent Black Americans, such as Blanche K. Bruce, a U.S. Senator from Mississippi from 1875 to 1881, and playwright and educator Mary Powell Burrill.
But once volunteers opened the gates for a small contingent of sorority members to find their forebear, Kinard's awe turned to dread. The grass was overgrown, with shrubbery and weeds that hadn't been cut in months, or even years. Some tombstones were strewn about haphazardly. 
Desecration is an unfortunate reality, such as in the case of Moses Macedonia African Cemetery in Bethesda, Maryland. Advocates of the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition are mired in a legal battle to keep a developer from selling the land on which the cemetery once stood. The case is being weighed in the Maryland Supreme Court.
In the town of Roslyn, New York, on Long Island, a librarian named Carol Clarke recently found the site where members of the Salem African Methodist Episcopal Church had been reinterred after a wealthy family purchased a plot of land to build a chicken coop in 1899.
At Woodlawn, hidden beneath the shrubbery overgrown over Brown Coleman's tombstone was the revelation that the sorority founder's full name was Mary Edna Brown Coleman.
Soon it was discovered that two founders of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority -- Sarah Meriwether Nutter and Marjorie Arizona Hill - were also interred at Woodlawn. Kinard reached out to another sorority leader, and together they began Woodlawn Collaborative Project, an initiative designed to ensure that the grounds are never again neglected.
"We were just happy that the cemetery was alive and well," Kinard said. 
___
Sands reported from Washington. AP reporter Curt Anderson contributed from Tampa, Florida.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/black-americans-neglected-cemeteries-preservation-f606d64a95bb7ffaccbf731840a21a25
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To Ohtani's surgeon, a 103 mph fastball was a red flag, but his $700M deal shows trust in TJ surgery

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani participates in spring training baseball workouts at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani participates in spring training baseball workouts at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani smiles as he speaks to media at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, the first day of spring training baseball workouts for the Dodgers. Ohtani had his right elbow repaired by Dr. Neal ElAttrache for the second time in September. With the 50th anniversary of the first Tommy John surgery coming up this year, Ohtani and ElAttrache are at the center of what might be the procedure's most compelling case study. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani participates in spring training baseball workouts at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Ohtani has dodged questions about his second elbow surgery. He said at his introductory press conference with the Dodgers in December that this operation was ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani participates in spring training baseball workouts at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Ohtani has dodged questions about his second elbow surgery. He said at his introductory press conference with the Dodgers in December that this operation was "completely different from my first time, so I don't know what you want to call it. You could probably talk to my doctor about that."(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani sits in the dugout during a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani walks to the dugout before a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani sits in the dugout with teammates during a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani sits in the dugout with teammates during a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani participates in spring training baseball workouts at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Ohtani has dodged questions about his second elbow surgery. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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        To Ohtani's surgeon, a 103 mph fastball was a red flag, but his $700M deal shows trust in TJ surgery
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani smiles as he speaks to media at Camelback Ranch in Phoenix, Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, the first day of spring training baseball workouts for the Dodgers. Ohtani had his right elbow repaired by Dr. Neal ElAttrache for the second time in September. With the 50th anniversary of the first Tommy John surgery coming up this year, Ohtani and ElAttrache are at the center of what might be the procedure's most compelling case study. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani sits in the dugout during a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani walks to the dugout before a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani sits in the dugout with teammates during a spring training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- There is no one like Shohei Ohtani in the major leagues. Just last year, the two-way star took the mound and reached 103.5 mph during spring training with the Los Angeles Angels.
It was an incredible display by Ohtani after Tommy John surgery. For the surgeon who performed the 2018 procedure, who heard about the impressive session through the Angels' staff, it was a bit alarming.
"Everybody was ecstatic," said Dr. Neal ElAttrache, the head team physician for the Dodgers. "I was maybe the only one concerned because a jump in velocity, especially after a Tommy John operation, over the course of two to three years to that magnitude is exponentially more strain and stress on the ligament."
ElAttrache's concern proved prophetic, and he operated on Ohtani's elbow again in September -- this one an enhanced version of Tommy John surgery. With the 50th anniversary of the first Tommy John procedure approaching in September, ElAttrache and Ohtani are at the center of what might be the operation's most compelling case study.

    


The Dodgers are betting on a successful conclusion, too. They handed a record $700 million contract to the 29-year-old Ohtani in free agency in December.




"Fifty years after the first Tommy John and 34 years after I learned how to do the operation, now a guy's having his second operation and he's not only expected to come back to (his) previous level of performance, it just so happens that he's being paid to be the best player in the history of baseball," ElAttrache said during a telephone interview with The Associated Press, "if you consider that $700 million contract."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"And for him to stay back, because that's a long-term contract, guaranteed money," he continued. "It's remarkable the confidence that the baseball world has in this procedure at this point. And, I think, rightly so."
Following his first Tommy John procedure, Ohtani returned to the mound in July 2020. The two-time AL MVP went 34-17 with a 2.97 ERA in 76 starts for the Angels over four seasons before he got hurt again Aug. 23 against Cincinnati.

    


Ohtani has dodged questions about his second elbow surgery. He said at his introductory press conference with the Dodgers in December that this operation was "completely different from my first time, so I don't know what you want to call it. You could probably talk to my doctor about that."
ElAttrache described Ohtani's second operation as a hybrid procedure involving an internal brace -- adding braided suture to repair the torn ligament -- as well as the insertion of the tendon like what is done in a traditional Tommy John surgery.
The hybrid approach, combining the ligament replacement originated by Dr. Frank Jobe with the artificial internal brace developed by Dr. Jeffrey R. Dugas, was developed by Texas Rangers team physician Dr. Keith Meister.
"He and I are both doing the same thing, same philosophy, in adding braided suture to repair and enhance the existing torn ligament as well as putting in the new graft," ElAttrache said. "So you're getting all the benefits of an augmented what's called internal brace, where you're putting suture in to brace the elbow. I like to put that suture in the native tissue because then I know it's perfectly anatomic and it'll tighten at exactly the right time."

    


Ohtani is the biggest name on a short list of big league pitchers who have had the hybrid procedure. One of them is Tyler Glasnow, a 6-foot-8 right-hander who signed a $136.5 million, five-year contract with the Dodgers after he was acquired in a trade. 
Ohtani will be limited to hitting duties during his first season with the Dodgers, but his road back to a big league mound could include a major moment on the anniversary of the first Tommy John procedure.
"It just so happens that, if he goes along with the throwing program as we have it scheduled, he'll be throwing his first simulated game the last week of September," ElAttrache told the AP. "Tommy John's operation 50 years ago was September 25th, 1974. So Ohtani will be throwing his first sim game 50 years almost to the date of the first Tommy John, which is pretty wild."
___
AP Baseball Writer Ronald Blum contributed to this report.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Majority of U.S. adults are against college athletes joining unions, according to AP-NORC survey

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this March 18, 2015, file photo, the NCAA logo is displayed at center court at The Consol Energy Center in Pittsburgh. More than half of Americans say they are against college athletes unionizing, though younger respondents were more supportive than older, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: FILE -Duke's Kyle Filipowski (30) blocks the shot of Dartmouth's Dusan Neskovic, left, ahead of Duke's Tyrese Proctor (5) and Ryan Young (15) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. More than half of Americans say they are against college athletes unionizing, though younger respondents were more supportive than older, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown, File)]
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        Majority of U.S. adults are against college athletes joining unions, according to AP-NORC survey
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                                        As Dartmouth men's basketball players move toward forming the first labor union in college sports, a majority of Americans say they are against college athletes unionizing -- though younger respondents are more supportive.
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that most adults, 55%, believe NCAA athletes should not be permitted to form unions that would allow them as employees to collectively bargain with their schools.
But younger Americans, Democrats and Independents are more open to unionization. About 6 in 10 adults under the age of 45 support allowing college athletes to form unions. That drops to 36% among those between the ages of 45-59 and 23% of adults ages 60 and older.
Across party lines, 56% of Democrats and about half of Independents say athletes should be permitted to form unions. Only 23% of Republicans are supportive.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


In a recent interview with Fox News, Republican Sen. Tommy Tuberville of Alabama, a former major college football coach and a harsh critic of unions in general, said athletes unionizing would "absolutely kill college sports."




"You know, the last time I looked, they're not employees. These students are student-athletes. And if you want the federal government involved and ruin something, you try to make the student-athletes employees," said Tuberville, who has sponsored a college sports bill that would block employee status.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NCAA President Charlie Baker and other college sports leaders have been lobbying Congress for several years, asking for a federal law to regulate the way athletes can be compensated for use of their names, images and likenesses. 
Tuberville and Democrat Joe Manchin of West Virginia have sponsored one of several bills addressing NIL and other college sports reforms that have been put forth in both the House and Senate over the past four years. None have gotten any traction, with lawmakers focused on more pressing matters.

    


More recently, the emphasis from college sports leaders has shifted to NCAA antitrust protections that would prevent athletes from being deemed employees, thanks to looming lawsuits.
Baker and others contend the vast majority of the 1,100 NCAA member schools could not afford to treat their athletes as employees and would sponsor fewer teams if athletes were categorized this way.
According to the AP-NORC poll, 55% of non-white adults support college athletes being permitted to form unions. Only 34% of white adults say that unions should be permitted for college athletes.
"This country is not based on unions, but when unions got started, it secured everybody's position in whatever their profession was, so to speak, especially the blue collars," said 62-year-old Eric McWilliams, a Black man from Pennsylvania who's been a part of a union and participated in the poll. "These college athletes aren't making millions of dollars like the pros are. They have nothing really to fall back on. If they get injured, it's over." 
Last month, a regional director of the National Labor Relations Board ruled Dartmouth's men's basketball players qualified for employee status, paving the way for team members to vote if they it wanted to join a union.

    


On March 5, the players voted 13-2 to join Service Employees International Union Local 560, which already represents some Dartmouth workers. The school has asked for a review -- essentially appealing the regional director's initial ruling -- which could result in a lengthy process to determine if Dartmouth will ever be required to negotiate with the players.
Still, it was a significant milestone for those who have been advocating for some -- if not all -- college athletes to be recognized as employees and receive a greater share of the revenue that college football and basketball generate for schools and conferences that compete at the highest levels.
The media and marketing rights for the NCAA men's Division I basketball tournament, which begins next week, generated $945 million in revenue for the association and its member schools last year. 

    


"Now it's time for the colleges to stop wasting their time and money fighting athletes in court and lobbying Congress to roll back athletes' rights, and instead start negotiating with athletes on revenue-sharing, health and safety protections, and more," Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) said.
The survey found 53% of U.S. adults say colleges and universities with major athletic programs should provide athletes with a share of any revenue received from broadcast rights. However, less than half support giving athletes additional spending money, a salary or exemptions from certain academic courses that they need to graduate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think that really the credit towards progress has always gone to athletes," said Ramogi Huma, the executive director of the advocacy group the National College Players Association, which has pushed for college athletes in revenue-generating programs to be deemed employees. "This is brick by brick by brick."

    


Huma helped organize a labor movement among Northwestern football players in 2015 that started similarly to the one at Dartmouth, with a regional NLRB director ruling the players could vote to join a union. The initial ruling was eventually dismissed.
In the Dartmouth case, the players appeared to be acting on their own, though college sports leaders, including Baker, have said repeatedly the majority of athletes they interact with do not want to be employees of their schools.
Isaac Vance is a former college football at Kent State who served on the NCAA's Student-Athlete Advisory Committee for three years before ending his college career this past season. 
Vance told AP recently that he fears a more professionalized model of college athletics that includes employee status, labor unions and collective bargaining would end up hurting college athletes.
"It just gets rid of the scholastic model that ... so many great experiences have been built off of and then it turns into a semi-pro league, and truthfully at that point, it really becomes -- especially in football, basketball -- pay-for-play and also becomes a business," Vance said.
___
The poll of 1,102 adults was conducted Feb. 22-26, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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After 50 years, Tommy John surgery is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Dr. David Altchek talks about some aspects of Tommy John surgery while showing an x-ray of a patient at his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek poses in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Zack Wheeler had Tommy John surgery with New York Mets medical director Dr. David Altchek in 2015 and returned two years later. He has gone 69-47 since, becoming a Philadelphia Phillies ace and signing $254 million in contracts. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: FILE - Seth Maness of the Kansas City Royals baseball team poses Feb. 20, 2017, in Surprise, Ariz. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. Maness became the first pitcher back in the majors following the pioneer operation after just just eight months, 27 days, in 2017. "I was all in, and I]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | FILE - Seth Maness of the Kansas City Royals baseball team poses Feb. 20, 2017, in Surprise, Ariz. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. Maness became the first pitcher back in the majors following the pioneer operation after just just eight months, 27 days, in 2017. "I was all in, and I'm glad I did it," Maness said. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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[image: FILE - Dr. Jeffrey Dugas examines Sammy Rosenfield, of Grafton, Mass., at the Andrews Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Center in Birmingham, Ala., April 5, 2017. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. Dugas developed a procedure that cut recovery time to as little as nine months for some pitchers with torn elbow ligaments. He envisions more innovations within five-to-seven years. (Stan Grossfeld/The Boston Globe via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lefthander Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers baseball team before a game, Aug. 12, 1977, in Los Angeles. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. (AP Photo/Lennox McLendon, File)]
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[image: FILE - New York Yankees pitcher Tommy John, 45, throws against the Montreal Expos in West Palm Beach, Fla., March 9, 1985. Tommy John had the first ulnar collateral ligament replacement surgery, a revolutionary operation by Dr. Frank Jobe on Sept. 25, 1974.(AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek poses in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek talks about some aspects of Tommy John surgery in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek talks to reporters in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Zack Wheeler throws during the third inning of a spring training baseball game against the New York Yankees Monday, March 11, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. Wheeler had Tommy John surgery with New York Mets medical director Dr. David Altchek in 2015 and returned two years later. He has gone 69-47 since, becoming a Philadelphia Phillies ace and signing $254 million in contracts.(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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        After 50 years, Tommy John surgery is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Dr. David Altchek talks about some aspects of Tommy John surgery while showing an x-ray of a patient at his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek poses in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Zack Wheeler had Tommy John surgery with New York Mets medical director Dr. David Altchek in 2015 and returned two years later. He has gone 69-47 since, becoming a Philadelphia Phillies ace and signing $254 million in contracts. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: FILE - Seth Maness of the Kansas City Royals baseball team poses Feb. 20, 2017, in Surprise, Ariz. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. Maness became the first pitcher back in the majors following the pioneer operation after just just eight months, 27 days, in 2017. "I was all in, and I]
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[image: FILE - Dr. Jeffrey Dugas examines Sammy Rosenfield, of Grafton, Mass., at the Andrews Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Center in Birmingham, Ala., April 5, 2017. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. Dugas developed a procedure that cut recovery time to as little as nine months for some pitchers with torn elbow ligaments. He envisions more innovations within five-to-seven years. (Stan Grossfeld/The Boston Globe via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lefthander Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers baseball team before a game, Aug. 12, 1977, in Los Angeles. Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return. (AP Photo/Lennox McLendon, File)]
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[image: FILE - New York Yankees pitcher Tommy John, 45, throws against the Montreal Expos in West Palm Beach, Fla., March 9, 1985. Tommy John had the first ulnar collateral ligament replacement surgery, a revolutionary operation by Dr. Frank Jobe on Sept. 25, 1974.(AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek poses in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek talks about some aspects of Tommy John surgery in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Dr. David Altchek talks to reporters in his office in New York, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Zack Wheeler throws during the third inning of a spring training baseball game against the New York Yankees Monday, March 11, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. Wheeler had Tommy John surgery with New York Mets medical director Dr. David Altchek in 2015 and returned two years later. He has gone 69-47 since, becoming a Philadelphia Phillies ace and signing $254 million in contracts.(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Tommy John surgery, like baseball itself, is evolving to increase success and sometimes speed return.
Dr. Jeffrey R. Dugas developed a procedure that cut recovery time to as little as nine months for some pitchers with torn elbow ligaments. He envisions more innovations within five-to-seven years.
"We're going to add new levels of biologic manipulation, whether it's collagen or stem cells or things like that," said Dugas, who worked with Dr. James Andrews. "We will be able to enhance all of these things and potentially make them go a little faster or heal more reliably."
In the 50 years since Dr. Frank Jobe 's first Tommy John surgery, the operation has saved careers and earned fortunes. Los Angeles Dodgers head team physician Dr. Neal ElAttrache estimates 80% of pitchers return to their prior performance level. 
Tommy John surgery has been performed on pro baseball players more than 2,400 times, according to data collected by baseball researcher Jon Roegele. More than half of those operations have come in the last 10 years. 

    


"Right now, we're trying to do whatever we can to respond to the the massive increases in demand on this ligament," ElAttrache said. "Velocity is the main killer. But right there with it and maybe even rivaling velocity as the killer of the elbow is the new emphasis on spin rate because, as the as the fastball velocity has gone up, the pitch that fools these world-class hitters is the offspeed pitch."




Zack Wheeler had Tommy John surgery with New York Mets medical director Dr. David Altchek in 2015 and returned two years later. He has gone 69-47 since, becoming a Philadelphia Phillies ace and signing $254 million in contracts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Supposedly, it's only supposed to last seven years. You always have that in the back of your mind," Wheeler said. "But at the same time, you can't really worry about it. You just got to go out and throw."

    


Tommy John had the first ulnar collateral ligament replacement surgery, a revolutionary operation by Jobe on Sept. 25, 1974. Jobe took the palmaris longus tendon from John's right arm, drilled four holes in his left elbow and stitched the tendon through, replacing the torn ligament. John returned to a major league mound on April 16, 1976, after a layoff of 18 months, 22 days.
TJ surgery got incremental improvments but was largely the same for the next four decades until Dugas developed the internal brace procedure -- essentially a repair of the damaged UCL rather than a full-blown replacement.
Inspired by Dr. Gordon Mackay's use of synthetic supporting tape for ankle ligament repairs in Scotland, Dugas tested the procedure on elbows using cadavers from Arthrex in Naples, Florida. He places a pair of 3.5 mm (1/8-inch) Polyether ether ketone (PEEK) anchors with collagen-coated FiberTape suture to anchor the damaged ligament. The repair sped recovery over replacement surgery because there was no time needed for ligamentation -- the process of the tendon transforming into a ligament.
Seth Maness became the first pitcher back in the majors following the pioneer operation after just just eight months, 27 days, in 2017.

    


"I was all in, and I'm glad I did it," Maness said.
Mark Johnson, a rising senior left-hander from Carroll High of Ozark, Alabama, was the first patient for the new procedure when Dugas operated on Aug. 8, 2013. He returned to pitch during his senior season. Dugas earlier had operated on Johnson's shoulder capsule and ulnar nerve.
"I was kind of like the perfect candidate for it because if I had regular Tommy John surgery done, that would put me out from being able to play my senior year," Johnson said.
While he was on the mound for his team's 2014 opener, Johnson didn't go on to college ball.
Maness had the initial procedure among big leaguers with St. Louis Cardinals head team physician Dr. George Paletta. He made eight appearances with a 3.72 ERA in 2017, became a Triple-A All-Star in 2019 and then retired after last pitching at age 31.
"I was very intrigued with it. I didn't know a lot about it. I had never heard about it, honestly," said Maness, now in his first season as pitching coach at UNC Greensboro. "Looking back, everybody always asks: `You wish you would have had the regular Tommy John surgery?' And I really don't. I came back in a short amount of time and my arm felt great. I never threw hard as it was and kind of just got weeded out."

    


Now, the operations have been merged.
Texas Rangers team physician Dr. Keith Meister combined traditional TJ ligament replacement with the internal brace, what is known as a hybrid procedure. Among his success stories is Tyler Glasnow, who is set to pitch on opening day for the Los Angeles Dodgers.
"His theory is that players are throwing so much harder, with also so much spin, that they are putting so much stress on that ulnar ligament," Altchek said. "He thinks the failure rate is creeping up -- we just haven't proven it statistically yet -- and therefore adding this synthetic strong suture will protect the the reconstruction over time."

    


That was the procedure ElAttrache undertook with two-way star Shohei Ohtani last Sept. 19 -- the Dodgers were confident enough in the repair to give Ohtani a record $700 million contract months later.
"The theory is that the internal brace suture and the repaired native ligament will share the load of the new graft as the graft is maturing," ElAttrache said. "And so you have you have increase in strength. And we think that it's going to reveal itself to be increased longevity."
Better healing is a goal rather than a shorter layoff.
Rehab usually involves no throwing for four-to-six months -- longer for a second operation -- then two months of long toss. That is followed by six weeks of pitching on flat ground or partially up a mound, the choice depending on team or pitcher.
Biomechanical sleeves measure muscle strength through torque values.
"If anything, the trend over the last few years has been to slow things down," said Kevin Wilk, the American Sports Medicine Institute's director of rehabilitative research. "The thought is maybe the longer we go, maybe it'll mature the graft more."
Innovations such as laser therapy and Piezoelectric therapy stimulate tissue healing by promoting the release of nitric acid, which causes blood vessels to widen. Blood flow resistance is another technique.
"It sounds crazy," Altchek said. "You put a tourniquet on the arm, you blow it up to a certain percentage of the patient's blood pressure, cutting off part of the blood supply and then you exercise in that range for 10, 15 minutes, and then you let the tourniquet down. ... The local muscles actually release hormones in a fight or fight way and it stimulates healing."
___
AP Baseball Writer Jay Cohen contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tommy-john-surgery-future-brace-hybrid-f51eac9c9415aec88f15b00c0387b8c4
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Families of hostages held in Gaza despair as Ramadan cease-fire deadline passes

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    With each passing day, relatives of the hostages in Gaza face a deepening despair over the fate of their loved ones. Hopes were crushed when the start of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, the informal deadline, passed without any deal for the hostages' release. (AP Video: Ami Bentov, Sam McNeil)
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    [image: Nissan Kalderon poses with a photo of his only brother, Ofer, a hostage held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Ramat Gan, Israel, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. With each passing day, the relatives of hostages in Gaza face a deepening despair. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: A demonstrator wrapped in the Israeli flag holds a sign during a rally calling for the release of the hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, March 9, 2024. With each passing day, the relatives of hostages in Gaza face a deepening despair. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Friends and relatives of the Israeli hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group attend a rally calling for their release, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, March 9, 2024. With each passing day, the relatives of hostages in Gaza face a deepening despair. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Police use a water cannon to disperse demonstrators protesting against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government, and calling for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, March 9, 2024. With each passing day, the relatives of hostages in Gaza face a deepening despair. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A brother contemplated suicide. A sister stopped going to school. A father barely speaks. With each passing day, the relatives of hostages held in Gaza since Oct. 7 face a deepening despair.
Their hopes were raised that a cease-fire deal was near to bring some of their loved ones home by the start of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month that began Monday. But that informal deadline passed without any agreement.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's promise of "total victory" in the war against Hamas now rings hollow for many hostages' families after five emotionally draining months.
"We are reading the news every single minute. Egypt says something, the Qataris say something different, the Americans say a deal is close, Israel says it's not," said Sharon Kalderon, whose brother-in-law, Ofer, remains in captivity. "We try to read between the lines, but we haven't heard anything about Ofer for months. Nothing that can help us breathe."





    


When Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, they killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took around 250 hostages. Since then, Israel's offensive has killed more than 31,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials, and driven hundreds of thousands to the brink of starvation.
About 120 hostages were freed during a November cease-fire that also led to the release of hundreds of Palestinians from Israeli prisons; three hostages were accidentally killed by Israeli forces during an attempted rescue mission. Now families are focused on bringing home the remaining hostages, at least 34 of whom are dead, according to the Israeli government. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some families channel their desperation into unrelenting advocacy -- traveling to the U.N. in New York, marching to Jerusalem from southern Israel, or wearing red shirts emblazoned with the words "Bring them Home" while running the Jerusalem marathon.

    


But for other families, a quieter suffering has taken hold.
"You see some of the families running around, going on the TV, making noise. These are the ones that are holding on," said Ricardo Grichener, the uncle of Omer Wenkert, a 22-year-old hostage. "The ones that are not leaving the houses, they are in a really bad situation."
Since their home in Kibbutz Nir Oz was destroyed Oct. 7, Sharon Kalderon and her husband, Nissan, have stayed on the 12th floor of an apartment building in the Israeli city of Ramat Gan. Ofer, Nissan's only brother, remains in captivity. 
Nissan said he's recently thought about killing himself. 
"This situation is hard. I don't sleep, I don't eat. Not working. Nothing. I lose my mind. That's all. It's too much," said Nissan. 
"Whenever he goes out to the balcony, I get scared," Sharon said.
International mediators had been optimistic they could broker a pre-Ramadan deal by bundling a six-week cease-fire with the release of dozens of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners, and the entry of a large amount of humanitarian aid into Gaza. But Hamas wanted assurances of a longer-term end to the fighting, which Israel refused. 

    


"We don't see a prospect for a deal unless (U.S. President Joe) Biden does a miracle. We don't see any way out. We don't see any reason why Hamas would be flexible. They gain nothing," said Grichener. "We are pressing the (Israeli) government, but I think their mistakes have already been made."
His nephew in captivity, Omer, needs medication to treat his digestive disease. His family doubts the medical aid for hostages that entered Gaza in January ever made it to him. 
Meetings between the families and war cabinet officials are ongoing, but families feel powerless to change the sweep of negotiations. Many have received no official updates on the status of their loved ones, clinging instead to snippets conveyed by hostages released in November.
Shlomi Berger, the father of 19-year-old Agam Berger, said he last heard that she was alive in November. A hostage released during the cease-fire, Agam Goldstein-Almog, told him that his daughter -- one of 19 women hostages, according to Israel -- was alive and had wished him a happy birthday. 

    


"You can imagine what it was like to get a sign of life from my daughter for the first time," said Berger.
But months later that excitement is tempered by considerable anxiety and uncertainty -- and by some former hostages' accounts of harrowing conditions. 
"Nobody knows her situation. If she has air, if she has water, if she has bandages for her period. It's crazy. I don't know if somebody has sexually abused her." said Berger. "We don't know if she's alive or dead. We just don't know."
Israel's National Insurance pays for mental health counseling for parents, spouses, and children of hostages. Still, the situation has paralyzed Berger's family. 
One of his three daughters, a senior in high school, has not gone to school since Oct. 7. One of his young daughters has stopped eating. His wife, an industrial engineer, does not go to work. He tries to avoid the news, to save himself the daily roller coaster. 

    


"One minute you read the news and say, okay, it's close, and another minute it's not. Nobody really knows what's happening," he said. 
Overnight, the parents of 33-year-old Or Levy became caretakers to Levy's 2-year-old son, Almog. Hamas militants killed Almog's mother, Eynav, and took Levy hostage on Oct. 7. The family had to explain to young Almog that his mother is dead and his father missing.
"Most days I don't even recognize my parents. My dad barely talks. Before Oct. 7, the last thing you could say about him was that he was a fragile man and now everybody who sees him is afraid to hug him," said Michael Levy, Or's brother. Levy said he's lost 9 kilos (20 pounds) and barely sleeps.
Going forward, relatives said their strategies won't change. They will continue to meet with the war cabinet, continue hoping for an eventual release. 
On Monday, Sharon and Nissan Kalderon watched the sun set on the first full day of Ramadan.
"We really thought, today is the day," Sharon said. "But unfortunately, this is just another day."
___
Find more AP war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Plan to install new leaders in Haiti appears to crumble after political parties reject it

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    People lined up in front of a bank in Port-au-Prince as some businesses reopened during a break from gang violence in the Haitian capital. Public transportation has also resumed and more Haitians could be seen on the streets almost 10 days after gang attacks brought the city to a standstill. (March 13) (AP Video/Pierre Luxama)
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    [image: Soldiers patrol the road near the international airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: People walk along a street in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: People line up outside a bank that had been closed for several days due to the violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Pedestrians run for cover after hearing gunshots, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Children look through a fence at a shelter for families displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Children play at a shelter for families displaced by gang violence in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: A pedestrian crosses a street free of traffic in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A proposal to install new leadership in Haiti appeared to be crumbling Wednesday as some political parties rejected the plan to create a presidential council that would manage the transition.
The panel would be responsible for selecting an interim prime minister and a council of ministers that would attempt to chart a new path for the Caribbean country that has been overrun by gangs. The violence has closed schools and businesses and disrupted daily life across Haiti.
Jean Charles Moise, an ex-senator and presidential candidate who has teamed up with former rebel leader Guy Philippe, held a news conference Wednesday to announce his rejection of the proposed council backed by the international community.
Moise insisted that a three-person presidential council he recently created with Philippe and a Haitian judge should be implemented.

    


"We are not going to negotiate it," he said in a loud voice as he wiped his forehead with a handkerchief. "We have to make them understand."




His ally, Philippe, who helped lead a successful revolt in 2004 against former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and was recently released from a United States prison after pleading guilty to money laundering, said no Haitian should accept any proposal from the international community.
In a video posted Tuesday on social media, Philippe accused the community of being complicit with Haiti's elite and corrupt politicians and urged Haitians to take to the streets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The decision of Caricom is not our decision," he said, referring to the regional trade bloc whose leaders presented the plan to create a transitional council. "Haitians will decide who will govern Haiti."
Other high-profile Haitian politicians declined to participate in the proposed transitional council. Among them were Himmler Rebu, former colonel of Haiti's army and president of the Grand Rally for the Evolution of Haiti, a party that is part of a coalition awarded a spot on the transitional council.

    


He said in a statement that the party prefers that a judge from Haiti's Supreme Court assume the reins of power.
Rebu added that the party is "ashamed and angry" upon seeing "the search for positions of power that do not take into account the responsibilities attached to them."
Meanwhile, former senator Sorel Jacinthe and young politician Jorchemy Jean Baptiste, both supporters of Prime Minister Ariel Henry and the Dec. 21 coalition that backs him, called Radio Caraibes separately Wednesday to argue why their choice for the transitional council was the best one.
Caribbean leaders who announced the plan for the transitional council did not respond to messages for comment.
The plan emerged late Monday following an urgent meeting involving Caribbean leaders, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and others who were searching for a solution to halt Haiti's crisis of violence.
Hours after the meeting, Henry announced Tuesday that he would resign once the council was in place, saying that his government "cannot remain insensitive to this situation."

    


Henry remains locked out of Haiti because gang attacks have shuttered the country's airports. He is currently in Puerto Rico.
The gang attacks began Feb. 29, when Henry was in Kenya to push for the United Nations-backed deployment of a Kenyan police force. The deployment has been temporarily suspended.
"My concern is that the longer there is a power vacuum and an effort to figure out a way forward on the political side, every day that delays resolutions, many, many people are dying," said William O'Neill, the U.N.'s independent expert on human rights in Haiti.
Armed men in the capital of Port-au-Prince have set fire to police stations and stormed the country's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. Among those who fled are gang leaders of at least seven communities, according to information given by officials who are not being quoted by name out of safety concerns.
As of March 10, gunmen attacked, looted or torched at least 30 state institutions, more than 600 homes and private businesses and nearly 500 public and private vehicles, the officials said.

    


Gangs also have attacked neighborhoods in a rampage that has left scores dead and more than 15,000 homeless. More than 130 people were killed between Feb. 27 and March 8. Meanwhile, at least 40 gang members were killed between Feb. 29 and March 10, the officials said.
"This is absolutely catastrophic," O'Neill said. "I describe Port-au-Prince now as an open-air prison. There is no way to get out: land, air or sea. The airport is still not functioning."
By Tuesday, the attacks were subsiding, with some businesses and banks reopening, although schools and gas stations remained closed. Public transportation restarted, and more Haitians could be seen Wednesday going about their business.

    


While some activity has resumed, many people are still concerned that gangs might resume their attacks.
Regional block Caricom gave the organizations that were offered positions on the council until Wednesday to submit the names of people who would represent them. As of midday Wednesday, no list had been submitted.
The nine-member council has seven positions with voting powers.
Votes were offered to Pitit Desalin, Jean-Charles' party; EDE/RED, a party led by former Prime Minister Claude Joseph; the Montana Accord, a group of civil society leaders, political parties and others; Fanmi Lavalas, Aristide's party; the Jan. 30 Collective, which represents parties including that of former President Michel Martelly; the Dec. 21 Agreement, a group that backed Henry; and members of the private sector.
The remaining two nonvoting positions would go to a member from Haiti's civil society and its religious sector.
It was not immediately clear who be awarded a position on the council if it was rejected by certain political parties.
___
Coto reported from San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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Election disinformation takes a big leap with AI being used to deceive worldwide

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    From Bangladesh to Slovakia, AI-generated deepfakes have been undermining elections around the globe. Experts say their reach and sophistication is a sign of things to come in consequential elections later this year. (March 15)
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    [image: People are reflected in a window of a hotel at the Davos Promenade in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - People engage with their mobile phones at Dhaka University area, Bangladesh, Dec.21, 2023. Artificial intelligence is supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide, making it easy for anyone to create fake - but convincing - content aimed at fooling voters. People in countries with low literacy rates, such as Bangladesh and India, are especially vulnerable to social media misinformation. (AP Photo/Mahmud Hossain Opu, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | FILE - People engage with their mobile phones at Dhaka University area, Bangladesh, Dec.21, 2023. Artificial intelligence is supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide, making it easy for anyone to create fake - but convincing - content aimed at fooling voters. People in countries with low literacy rates, such as Bangladesh and India, are especially vulnerable to social media misinformation. (AP Photo/Mahmud Hossain Opu, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10
FILE - People engage with their mobile phones at Dhaka University area, Bangladesh, Dec.21, 2023. Artificial intelligence is supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide, making it easy for anyone to create fake - but convincing - content aimed at fooling voters. People in countries with low literacy rates, such as Bangladesh and India, are especially vulnerable to social media misinformation. (AP Photo/Mahmud Hossain Opu, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rumeen Farhana, a politician from the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) sits for a photograph during an interview at her residence in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Farhana, a vocal critic of the ruling party, was falsely depicted wearing a bikini in a video created using artificial intelligence. The viral video sparked outrage in the conservative, majority-Muslim nation. (AP Photo/Al-emrun Garjon)]
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[image: FILE - Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, greets Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Bulboaca, Moldova, June 1, 2023. She has been a frequent target of online disinformation created with artificial intelligence. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)]
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[image: FILE - The OpenAI logo is seen on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen which displays output from ChatGPT, March 21, 2023, in Boston. A wave of AI deepfakes tied to elections in Europe and Asia has coursed through social media for months, serving as a warning for more than 50 countries heading to the polls this year. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., questions witnesses during a congressional hearing, on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023, in Washington. A fake clip circulating on TikTok showed Wittman, vice chairman of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, promising stronger U.S. military support for Taiwan if the incumbent party's candidates were elected in January, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | FILE - Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., questions witnesses during a congressional hearing, on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023, in Washington. A fake clip circulating on TikTok showed Wittman, vice chairman of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, promising stronger U.S. military support for Taiwan if the incumbent party's candidates were elected in January, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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[image: Noudhy Valdryno, the digital coordinator for the campaign team of Indonesian presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, shows the interface of a web application that allows supporters to upload photos to make AI-generated images of them with Subianto, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: FILE - Paul Carpenter poses for a photo during an interview in New Orleans, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. Carpenter says he was hired in January to use AI software to imitate President Joe Biden's voice to convince New Hampshire Democrat voters not to vote in the state's presidential primary. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)]
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[image: FILE - Paul Carpenter describes AI software during an interview in New Orleans, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. Carpenter says he was hired in January to use AI software to imitate President Joe Biden's voice to convince New Hampshire Democrat voters not to vote in the state's presidential primary. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)]
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[image: FILE - An advertising banner with a slogan about AI is fixed at a building at the Davos Promenade, alongside the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 18, 2024. Artificial intelligence is supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide, making it easy for anyone to create fake, but convincing, content aimed at fooling voters. A wave of AI deepfakes tied to elections in Europe and Asia has coursed through social media for months, serving as a warning for more than 50 countries heading to the polls this year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Artificial intelligence is supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide, making it easy for anyone with a smartphone and a devious imagination to create fake - but convincing - content aimed at fooling voters.
It marks a quantum leap from a few years ago, when creating phony photos, videos or audio clips required teams of people with time, technical skill and money. Now, using free and low-cost generative artificial intelligence services from companies like Google and OpenAI, anyone can create high-quality "deepfakes" with just a simple text prompt.

    
    Experts warn AI and deepfakes will likely be worse in the coming elections. 
Here's how governments and organizations are responding to the threat.

	In the U.S., the FCC outlawed AI-generated robocalls aimed to discourage voters.
	Major tech companies have signed an accord to prevent AI from being used to disrupt democratic elections worldwide.
	And a Davos report found AI-powered misinformation is the world's biggest short-term threat.

AI-powered misinformation and disinformation is emerging as a risk as people in a slew of countries head to the polls. Read more on the 25 elections in 2024 that could change the world, and take a look at more of the AP's global elections coverage.



    


A wave of AI deepfakes tied to elections in Europe and Asia has coursed through social media for months, serving as a warning for more than 50 countries heading to the polls this year. 
"You don't need to look far to see some people ... being clearly confused as to whether something is real or not," said Henry Ajder, a leading expert in generative AI based in Cambridge, England.

    


The question is no longer whether AI deepfakes could affect elections, but how influential they will be, said Ajder, who runs a consulting firm called Latent Space Advisory.
As the U.S. presidential race heats up, FBI Director Christopher Wray recently warned about the growing threat, saying generative AI makes it easy for "foreign adversaries to engage in malign influence."
With AI deepfakes, a candidate's image can be smeared, or softened. Voters can be steered toward or away from candidates -- or even to avoid the polls altogether. But perhaps the greatest threat to democracy, experts say, is that a surge of AI deepfakes could erode the public's trust in what they see and hear.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some recent examples of AI deepfakes include:
-- A video of Moldova's pro-Western president throwing her support behind a political party friendly to Russia.
-- Audio clips of Slovakia's liberal party leader discussing vote rigging and raising the price of beer.
-- A video of an opposition lawmaker in Bangladesh -- a conservative Muslim majority nation -- wearing a bikini. 

    


The novelty and sophistication of the technology makes it hard to track who is behind AI deepfakes. Experts say governments and companies are not yet capable of stopping the deluge, nor are they moving fast enough to solve the problem.
As the technology improves, "definitive answers about a lot of the fake content are going to be hard to come by," Ajder said.





ERODING TRUST

Some AI deepfakes aim to sow doubt about candidates' allegiances. 
In Moldova, an Eastern European country bordering Ukraine, pro-Western President Maia Sandu has been a frequent target. One AI deepfake that circulated shortly before local elections depicted her endorsing a Russian-friendly party and announcing plans to resign.
Officials in Moldova believe the Russian government is behind the activity. With presidential elections this year, the deepfakes aim "to erode trust in our electoral process, candidates and institutions -- but also to erode trust between people," said Olga Rosca, an adviser to Sandu. The Russian government declined to comment for this story.

    


China has also been accused of weaponizing generative AI for political purposes.
In Taiwan, a self-ruled island that China claims as its own, an AI deepfake gained attention earlier this year by stirring concerns about U.S. interference in local politics.
The fake clip circulating on TikTok showed U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman, vice chairman of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, promising stronger U.S. military support for Taiwan if the incumbent party's candidates were elected in January. 
Wittman blamed the Chinese Communist Party for trying to meddle in Taiwanese politics, saying it uses TikTok -- a Chinese-owned company -- to spread "propaganda."
A spokesperson for the Chinese foreign ministry, Wang Wenbin, said his government doesn't comment on fake videos and that it opposes interference in other countries' internal affairs. The Taiwan election, he stressed, "is a local affair of China."
BLURRING REALITY

Audio-only deepfakes are especially hard to verify because, unlike photos and videos, they lack telltale signs of manipulated content. 

    


In Slovakia, another country overshadowed by Russian influence, audio clips resembling the voice of the liberal party chief were shared widely on social media just days before parliamentary elections. The clips purportedly captured him talking about hiking beer prices and rigging the vote. 
It's understandable that voters might fall for the deception, Ajder said, because humans are "much more used to judging with our eyes than with our ears."
In the U.S., robocalls impersonating U.S. President Joe Biden urged voters in New Hampshire to abstain from voting in January's primary election. The calls were later traced to a political consultant who said he was trying to publicize the dangers of AI deepfakes.
In poorer countries, where media literacy lags, even low-quality AI fakes can be effective.
Such was the case last year in Bangladesh, where opposition lawmaker Rumeen Farhana -- a vocal critic of the ruling party -- was falsely depicted wearing a bikini. The viral video sparked outrage in the conservative, majority-Muslim nation.
"They trust whatever they see on Facebook," Farhana said. 
Experts are particularly concerned about upcoming elections in India, the world's largest democracy and where social media platforms are breeding grounds for disinformation.

    



A CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRACY

Some political campaigns are using generative AI to bolster their candidate's image.
In Indonesia, the team that ran the presidential campaign of Prabowo Subianto deployed a simple mobile app to build a deeper connection with supporters across the vast island nation. The app enabled voters to upload photos and make AI-generated images of themselves with Subianto.
As the types of AI deepfakes multiply, authorities around the world are scrambling to come up with guardrails.
The European Union already requires social media platforms to cut the risk of spreading disinformation or "election manipulation." It will mandate special labeling of AI deepfakes starting next year, too late for the EU's parliamentary elections in June. Still, the rest of the world is a lot further behind.
The world's biggest tech companies recently -- and voluntarily -- signed a pact to prevent AI tools from disrupting elections. For example, the company that owns Instagram and Facebook has said it will start labeling deepfakes that appear on its platforms.
But deepfakes are harder to rein in on apps like the Telegram chat service, which did not sign the voluntary pact and uses encrypted chats that can be difficult to monitor.
Some experts worry that efforts to rein in AI deepfakes could have unintended consequences.
Well-meaning governments or companies might trample on the sometimes "very thin" line between political commentary and an "illegitimate attempt to smear a candidate," said Tim Harper, a senior policy analyst at the Center for Democracy and Technology in Washington.
Major generative AI services have rules to limit political disinformation. But experts say it remains too easy to outwit the platforms' restrictions or use alternative services that don't have the same safeguards.
Even without bad intentions, the rising use of AI is problematic. Many popular AI-powered chatbots are still spitting out false and misleading information that threatens to disenfranchise voters.
And software isn't the only threat. Candidates could try to deceive voters by claiming that real events portraying them in an unfavorable light were manufactured by AI.
"A world in which everything is suspect -- and so everyone gets to choose what they believe -- is also a world that's really challenging for a flourishing democracy," said Lisa Reppell, a researcher at the International Foundation for Electoral Systems in Arlington, Virginia.
__
Swenson reported from New York. Associated Press writers Julhas Alam in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Krutika Pathi in New Delhi, Huizhong Wu in Bangkok, Edna Tarigan in Jakarta, Indonesia, Dake Kang in Beijing, and Stephen McGrath in Bucharest, Romania, contributed to this report.
__
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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It's not just 'hang loose.' Lawmakers look to make the friendly 'shaka' Hawaii's official gesture

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A pinky and thumb extended with the remaining fingers curled down: That's the "shaka" in Hawaii. In Hawaii, where it originated, a pair of bills in the Legislature would make the shaka Hawaii's official gesture.
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    [image: Keli'inowelo Makainai-Matsuda, great-great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, flashes a shaka on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | Keli'inowelo Makainai-Matsuda, great-great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, flashes a shaka on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, poses for a portrait at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, poses for a portrait at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, poses for a portrait at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, shows a family photo at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, shows a family photo at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, shows a family photo at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: Mignon Walter, left, of Honolulu, exchanges a shaka with Marcus Grayson, of Las Vegas, at Ala Moana Beach on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]
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[image: A Honolulu City Bus, TheBus, displays a shaka after merging to Alapai Street on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | A Honolulu City Bus, TheBus, displays a shaka after merging to Alapai Street on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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A Honolulu City Bus, TheBus, displays a shaka after merging to Alapai Street on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, looks at a photo of Kalii at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, looks at a photo of Kalii at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, looks at a photo of Kalii at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: From left to right, Cody Matsuda, KihaaPi'ilani Makainai-Matsuda, Keli'inowelo Makainai-Matsuda and Mailani Makainai flash a shaka during a photo shoot on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | From left to right, Cody Matsuda, KihaaPi'ilani Makainai-Matsuda, Keli'inowelo Makainai-Matsuda and Mailani Makainai flash a shaka during a photo shoot on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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[image: In this Feb. 11, 2024, image provided by Jonathan Conrad, athletic director at Lahainaluna High School, members of the Lahainaluna High School football team flash the "shaka" hand gesture as they pose for a photo while attending the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game in Las Vegas. (Jonathan Conrad via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | In this Feb. 11, 2024, image provided by Jonathan Conrad, athletic director at Lahainaluna High School, members of the Lahainaluna High School football team flash the "shaka" hand gesture as they pose for a photo while attending the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game in Las Vegas. (Jonathan Conrad via AP)
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In this Feb. 11, 2024, image provided by Jonathan Conrad, athletic director at Lahainaluna High School, members of the Lahainaluna High School football team flash the "shaka" hand gesture as they pose for a photo while attending the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game in Las Vegas. (Jonathan Conrad via AP)
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[image: FILE - President Barack Obama makes the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign as he acknowledges Philadelphia Phillies baseball outfielder Shane Victorino, second from left, who is from Hawaii, as Obama honored the 2008 World Series champions Philadelphia Phillies, May 15, 2009, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. Manager Charlie Manuel is at left. Hawaii]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | FILE - President Barack Obama makes the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign as he acknowledges Philadelphia Phillies baseball outfielder Shane Victorino, second from left, who is from Hawaii, as Obama honored the 2008 World Series champions Philadelphia Phillies, May 15, 2009, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. Manager Charlie Manuel is at left. Hawaii's "shaka" hand sign is sometimes known as the "hang loose" gesture associated with surf culture. But it was a fixture of daily life in the islands long before it caught on in California, Brazil and beyond. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)
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[image: FILE - Dwayne Johnson, right, a cast member in "Jungle Cruise," flashes the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign as he poses with fellow cast members Edgar Ramirez, left, and Emily Blunt at the world premiere of the film, July 24, 2021, at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. Hawaii]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | FILE - Dwayne Johnson, right, a cast member in "Jungle Cruise," flashes the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign as he poses with fellow cast members Edgar Ramirez, left, and Emily Blunt at the world premiere of the film, July 24, 2021, at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. Hawaii's "shaka" hand sign is sometimes known as the "hang loose" gesture associated with surf culture. But it was a fixture of daily life in the islands long before it caught on in California, Brazil and beyond. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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[image: FILE - LA Surf Bus founder Mary Setterholm uses the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign while cheering on teens from East Los Angeles during a trip to Huntington Beach, Calif., July 12, 2007. Hawaii]
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[image: Mailani Makainai, great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili who is known as the father of shaka, flashes a shaka at her home on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]
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[image: Don Herring, a park groundskeeper at the Ala Moana Regional Park, flashes a shaka during an interview on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]
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[image: A Honolulu City Bus, TheBus, displays a shaka after merging to Alapai Street on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)]
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[image: FILE - Brazilian soccer player Neymar flashes fans the Hawaiian "shaka" hand sign during the Neymar Jr's Five youth soccer tournament in Praia Grande, Brazil, July 13, 2019. Hawaii's ]
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                                        KANEOHE, Hawaii (AP) -- A pinky and thumb extended with the remaining fingers curled down: That's the "shaka" in Hawaii. 
The gesture is sometimes known outside the islands as the "hang loose" sign associated with surf culture, but it was a fixture of daily life in the islands long before it caught on in California, Brazil and beyond. People in Hawaii have a variety of shaka styles and use it to convey a range of warmhearted sentiments, from hi and bye to thanks and aloha, among other meanings.
When captains of the Lahainaluna High School football team, from the Maui community devastated by last summer's deadly wildfire, were invited to the Super Bowl in Las Vegas last month, they flashed shakas for the cameras.
Now, a pair of bills in the state Legislature would make the shaka the state's official gesture and recognize Hawaii as its birthplace. 

    


Sen. Glenn Wakai, who introduced the Senate version, said he can't imagine the measure meeting any opposition and expects it to "sail through." 
Here are some things to know about Hawaii's shaka -- including its purported origin with a seven-fingered fisherman.
WHAT IS THE SHAKA?
On paper, the House bill notes that the "shaka generally consists of extending the thumb and smallest finger while holding the three middle fingers curled, and gesturing in salutation while presenting the front or back of the hand; the wrist may be rotated back and forth for emphasis."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In practice, the shaka is far more nuanced.
Some say the only requirement is an extended pinky and thumb. Others say shaking the shaka is a no-no.
Those from beach or rural communities tend not to shake their shakas. But in the capital city of Honolulu, it's common.
"It's just a strong movement -- one movement," said Chase Lee, who grew up just outside Honolulu. He was taught never to shake the shaka. If you do, "you're a tourist," he said.

    


But Erin Issa, one of his colleagues at Central Pacific Bank, likes to wag hers.
"I'm a very animated person," she said. "I feel awkward if I'm just standing still." 
She prefers to flash a shaka with the palm facing outwards, as a sign of respect: "It's shaka-ing to you, not to me."
"As long as you get your pinky finger and your thumb out, you can wave it or you can just do just a flat shaka," Dennis Caballes, a Honolulu resident, said while fishing at a beach park.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
The shaka carries friendliness and warmth -- aloha spirit. Some hold it low when greeting a child, and some like to flash double shakas. It can convey greetings, gratitude or assent, or it can defuse tension. It was particularly useful in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, when people were afraid to shake hands.
"It's such a versatile gesture," said state Rep. Sean Quinlan, who introduced the House bill at the behest of a documentary filmmaker exploring the sign's backstory.
Big Island state Rep. Jeanne Kapela, one of the House bill's co-sponsors, said residents are "so lucky to have a visual signal for sharing aloha with each other."
Shakas can avert altercations when people are cut off in traffic, said Wakai, the state senator who introduced the Senate version.
"The angst toward that driver kind of just immediately gets reduced," Wakai said.

    



WHERE DOES THE SHAKA COME FROM?

The prevailing story of the shaka's origin traces back to a Native Hawaiian fisherman named Hamana Kalili, who lived on Oahu's North Shore in the early 1900s. Mailani Maka`ina`i, Kalili's great-great-granddaughter, wants the bills amended to include his name -- something lawmakers are considering.
Kalili lost three fingers in a sugar mill accident, she said. 
After the mishap, Kalili worked as a guard on a train. Kids who jumped the train for a free ride would curl their middle fingers to mimic Kalili's injured hand, giving other train-jumpers the all-clear, said Steve Sue, who researched shaka for his documentary.
Other residents adopted Kalili's three-finger-less wave more broadly, according to family lore, and it spread, possibly fueled by the waves of tourists that began arriving after World War II.
"I love the compassion part of it, you know, where, 'Oh, okay, he doesn't have all three fingers. So, I'm going to say hi the way he's saying hi,'" Maka`inai said. "It's the idea that ... I'm like you and you're like me."
There's a bronze statue of Kalili, his right arm extended into a shaka, at the Polynesian Cultural Center in Laie. 
There are various theories about how the term "shaka" became associated with the gesture. Some have suggested that the name came from Japan's Shaka Buddha. 

    



HOW IS THE SHAKA USED NOW?

The sign has spread around the world since the surfing boom of the 1950s and '60s. It's popular in Brazil, where it's been used by martial arts aficionados. Brazil soccer greats Ronaldinho and Neymar Jr. incorporated it into their goal celebrations. 
The shaka is such an integral part of Hawaii life that it's easy to miss, said Sen. Chris Lee, chair of the Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts.
Some Honolulu city buses are outfitted with a digital shaka light that bus drivers can turn on to thank motorists for letting them merge. Texters have co-opted the "call me" emoji to symbolize the shaka, and local station KHON-TV has ended each evening newscast since the 1970s with clips of people flashing shakas.
Longtime KHON anchor Howard Dashefsky said throwing a shaka is almost a reflex when people in the community recognize him and call his name. 
"There's a lot of other places where you only get a one-finger gesture," he said. 

    


Shakas also come out naturally when people from Hawaii are somewhere else in the world and want to display connection to their island roots.
Businesses often use the shaka to project community belonging. 
Central Pacific Bank, for example, called their digital checking account Shaka Checking at the suggestion of electronic banking manager Florence Nakamura.
"It makes people feel good when they receive one," she said.
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US lawmakers see TikTok as China's tool, even as it distances itself from Beijing

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Devotees of TikTok, Mona Swain, center, and her sister, Rachel Swain, right, both of Atlanta, monitor voting at the Capitol in Washington, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- If some U.S. lawmakers have their way, the United States and China could end up with something in common: TikTok might not be available in either country.
The House on Wednesday approved a bill requiring the Beijing-based company ByteDance to sell its subsidiary TikTok or face a nationwide ban. It's unclear if the bill will ever become law, but it reflects lawmakers' fears that the social media platform could expose Americans to Beijing's malign influences and data security risks.
But while U.S. lawmakers associate TikTok with China, the company, headquartered outside China, has strategically kept its distance from its homeland.
Since its inception, the TikTok platform has been intended for non-Chinese markets and is unavailable in mainland China. It pulled out of Hong Kong in 2020 when Beijing imposed a national security law on the territory to curtail speech. As data security concerns started to rise in the U.S., TikTok sought to reassure lawmakers that data gathered on U.S. users stays in the country and is inaccessible to ByteDance employees in Beijing.





    


TikTok's parent company is following the same playbook as many other Chinese companies with global ambitions: To win customers and trust in the United States and other Western countries, they are playing down their Chinese roots and connections. Some have insisted they be called "global companies" instead of "Chinese companies."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But for TikTok, this may not be enough. The House bill passed overwhelmingly on a 352-65 vote. Its prospects in the Senate are uncertain, but if it clears both chambers, President Joe Biden said he would sign it into law. The moves in Washington threaten the app's survival and cast a spotlight on the quandary that many private Chinese companies have found themselves a part of as they seek to engage Western markets at a time of souring U.S.-China relations.

    


"It's the most difficult time for Chinese tech companies and private businesses in decades as tensions and rivalry between the United States and China continue to grow," said Zhiqun Zhu, professor of political science and international relations at Bucknell University.
"These companies and businesses face squeezing from both sides as they struggle to survive," Zhu said. "While the U.S. and other Western countries have imposed sanctions or restrictions on these companies, China itself has moved to favor state-owned enterprises in recent years, leaving little room for Chinese tech and private businesses to operate."
Alex Capri, senior lecturer at the National University of Singapore and research fellow at Hinrich Foundation, agreed that companies like TikTok with Chinese roots are "really stuck in two polar extremes" between the heavy-handed communist party and the deeply suspicious West. 
"Any Chinese tech company has to operate under a cloud of suspicion, and that's because there's a total breakdown of trust," Capri said.
With the rise of techno-nationalism, by which technological capabilities are deemed a national strategic asset, China's tech companies are obligated by Beijing's laws and rules to turn over data and have become "essentially a de-facto representative" of China's ruling communist party, Capri said.

    


"That in itself makes it very challenging for companies like TikTok," he said.
In 2018, Zhang Yiming, the founder of ByteDance, toed the party line after Beijing shut down ByteDance's jokes app. He apologized publicly for his company's deviations from socialistic core values and promised to "comprehensively rectify the algorithm" on its news app and add significantly more layers of censoring -- a move considered necessary for any company to survive in China.
That explains the oft-repeated claim by Rep. Mike Gallagher, chair of the House Select Committee on China's communist party, that "there's no such thing as a private company in China."
The bill, as approved by the House, seeks to remove applications from app stores or web hosting services in the U.S. unless the application severs its ties to companies -- such as ByteDance -- that are subject to the control from foreign adversaries, like China.

    


"This is my message to TikTok: Break up with the Chinese Communist Party or lose access to your American users," said Gallagher, the bill's sponsor. "America's foremost adversary has no business controlling a dominant media platform in the United States. TikTok's time in the United States is over unless it ends its relationship with CCP-controlled ByteDance."
Congressional mistrust of TikTok was evident at a Jan. 31 hearing when Sen. Tom Cotton repeatedly asked CEO Shou Zi Chew if he is a Chinese citizen beholden to the Communist party. Chew, who is Singaporean, repeatedly said no.
On Tuesday, Rep. Nancy Pelosi said it's problematic that ByteDance, which owns the social platform's algorithm, is subject to Beijing's control.

    


Chew, in another congressional hearing last year, told Congress that "we do not remove or promote content on behalf of the Chinese government."
In a recent interview with Wired magazine, Chew acknowledged that the company's Chinese origins have given TikTok a "bigger trust deficit than most other companies."
"Maybe our trust starting line is behind other businesses, but I also think that there are very serious approaches that we've taken to try and earn that trust and to close that gap," Chew said, citing efforts by TikTok to protect U.S. user data, be transparent and "not be manipulated by any government."
Short of severance from the home country, Chinese companies chasing global ambitions have tried to distance themselves from China by introducing many foreign investors, hiring foreign executives, moving headquarters to outside China and limiting operations to overseas markets, said Thomas Zhang, China analyst at FrontierView, a U.S.-headquartered market intelligence provider. But "the effects are limited as long as the founder in China does not relinquish control," Zhang said.
For TikTok, the trust is so lacking that even a full divestiture from its Chinese parent company may not work, because complicated ownership structures can obscure potential Chinese ownership, Capri said.
As TikTok fights for survival, it has made a move that is very present in American politics: It's engaging in heavy lobbying, and appealing to its 170 million U.S. users to contact their lawmakers to say a TikTok ban would infringe on their free speech rights.
It's won over one powerful critic: Former President Donald Trump, in a reversal, came out against the TikTok legislation. But Trump, for all his sway with congressional Republicans, couldn't prevent House passage.
If the bill becomes law, Capri said, TikTok could pursue the ultimate American recourse: a lawsuit to challenge the ban.
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Women blast through gender barriers in Colombia's emerald mines, but struggle to emerge from poverty

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In tunnels dug hundreds of feet into the earth, hammers pound in search of something shiny and green, where oxygen is scarce and the heat so stifling it would make anyone sick. The hands holding these tools are those of a group of 200 Colombian women who search for emeralds in what is traditionally a man's world. (March 7) (AP Video/Marko Alvarez)
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    [image: Female emerald miners chat after work at an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. The lack of job opportunities, combined with the hope of a find that will make them rich, has pushed the women into mining. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Female emerald miners chat after work at an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. The lack of job opportunities, combined with the hope of a find that will make them rich, has pushed the women into mining. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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[image: Wearing a headlamp, Margot Avila, 45, uses a hammer and chisel to loosen rocks from the tunnel of an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. The rocks that break off the walls are carried outside in carts, washed and sifted in hopes of finding emeralds. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Emerald miner Yaneth Forero, 52, hydrates during a break outside an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Workers at small, unregulated mines like Forero, who still use dynamite sticks to open tunnels, have a slim chance of finding the emeralds that can change someone's destiny. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Emerald miners arrive on motorbikes to an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Some of the biggest emeralds in the world have been mined in Colombia, including one weighing 3 pounds (1.36 kilograms) that broke the world record in 1995. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Emerald miner Deisy Alexa Gallo works inside an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Colombian emeralds are known around the world for their quality and the best can be sold for thousands of dollars, though most people in the industry aren't wealthy. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Emerald miners line uo to enter the tunnels of an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. After they enter in a single file, they branch off in different directions and head into tunnels where each person has a designated area to drill. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Emerald miner Yaneth Forero, 52, stands at the entrance to an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. "There are months or years in which I don]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | Emerald miner Yaneth Forero, 52, stands at the entrance to an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. "There are months or years in which I don't even make $250" from the emerald mines," said Forero, "But we continue to struggle here for the dream of having a home with tiles on the floors, a place that smells good and where no one can kick me out." (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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[image: Emerald miner Janeth Paez, 45, stands inside the tunnel of an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Deep inside mountain tunnels where the heat is so intense it causes headaches, women with power tools are chipping away at boulders in search of the green gems. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: A female miner holds a fleck of an emerald on her fingertip, while working at an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Older villagers said that men previously barred women from approaching the mines because they believed that if women were around, the emeralds would hide. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Deisy Alexa Gallo hauls a sack of rocks, drilled from an informal mine, to be washed and sifted through in search of emeralds, near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. .(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Maria Julia Pena, 66, stands outside an informal mine near the town of Coscuez, Colombia, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. To enter the small mines around Coscuez, women wear rubber boots and helmets and carry drills just like the men. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: A trader inspects a piece of emerald in Coscuez Colombia, Friday, March 1, 2024. The gems are one of the nation's most iconic products, and are sold in dozens of jewelry shops in cities like Cartagena and Bogota. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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                                        COSCUEZ, Colombia (AP) -- Deep inside mountain tunnels where the heat is so intense it causes headaches, women with power tools are chipping away at boulders in search of gems. They have opened a difficult path for themselves in Colombia's emerald industry, a sector long dominated by men.
The lack of job opportunities, combined with the hope of a find that will make them rich, has pushed the women into mining. Colombian emeralds are known around the world for their quality and the best can be sold for thousands of dollars, though most people in the industry aren't wealthy.
"There are months or years in which I don't even make $250" from the emerald mines, said Yaneth Forero, one of the women at a small, informal mine near the town of Coscuez, where production has long been centered.
"But we continue to struggle here for the dream of having a home with tiles on the floors, a place that smells good and where no one can kick me out," she said. She lives in a precarious hillside house where the walls are unpainted and the floor is made of cement.
Some of the biggest emeralds in the world have been mined in Colombia, including one weighing 3 pounds (1.36 kilograms) that broke the world record in 1995. In Coscuez, rumors circulate that one miner recently found an emerald that sold for $177,000, and left the ramshackle town forever.
In 2022, Colombian emerald exports were worth $122 million, according to the national federation of emerald companies. The gems are one of the nation's most iconic products, and are sold in jewelry shops in cities like Cartagena and Bogota.
But most emerald profits go to merchants and large companies that have invested millions of dollars in technologies that help them find the most valuable stones.
Workers at small, unregulated mines like Forero, who still use dynamite sticks to open tunnels, have a slim chance of finding the emeralds that can change someone's destiny.
In her home outside Coscuez, Forero keeps some small, opaque emeralds that she has gathered over the past three months. She reckons that they are not worth more than $76 in all.
Her earnings are not enough to maintain her four children or help her father, who has developed a respiratory illness after working in emerald mines for decades and needs an oxygen tank to breathe.

    


So she also works random jobs to make ends meet like washing uniforms, ironing clothes and cleaning homes.
The 52-year-old said she has struggled to leave this way of life because the economy in Coscuez revolves around mining, and there are few other opportunities.
Working in the mines is tougher for women. Once they are done drilling in deep tunnels and sifting through rocks, they must care for their children and do domestic tasks that men are often reluctant to do.

    


Flor Marina Morales said she started to work in the mines around Coscuez because she needed to provide for her kids.
She said she used to arrive home from the mines at 3 a.m. and stay awake to make breakfast for her children and send them to school.
Morales' children are now in university studying psychology and law.
"I'm glad they have a different outlook," she said. "Mining is exhausting, and in this job you put up with a lot of hunger, cold and lack of sleep."
To enter the small mines around Coscuez, women wear rubber boots and helmets and carry drills just like the men.

    


After they enter in a single file, they branch off in different directions and head into tunnels where each person has a designated area to drill. The rocks that break off the walls are carried outside in carts, washed and sifted through.
This kind of involvement by women was unthinkable a few decades ago in Colombia. Older villagers said that men previously barred women from approaching the mines because they believed that if women were around, the emeralds would hide.
"That was pure machismo, they just didn't want us to work," said Carmen Alicia Avila, a 57-year-old miner who has been in the industry for almost four decades.
She said that between the 1960s and 1990s, when miners attacked each other for control of the area in a period known as the "green wars," women who attempted to work in mines were threatened, and some were raped.

    


Avila said she started to work at the mines when she was 19, but she was not allowed to enter the shafts. Instead, she sifted through rocks picked by the men.
"Women were only allowed into the shafts two decades ago" she said.
The area has become less violent after a series of peace deals brokered by the Catholic church. Many miners who were behind the violence have died. Some sold off their properties to international companies as finding valuable emeralds became tougher and required more money.
Currently there are 200 women working in the mines around Coscuez, according to the local association of female miners. Some work alongside men, while others work in five small mines owned by women, where only female miners are allowed.
Because the tunnels are so small, the women take turns working inside them.

    


Like others who work in small mines, they are trying to get the government to officially recognize them as artisanal miners. That would give them the right to legally exploit the mines. It would also give them more stability and make it easier to get loans.
Colombia's government has already granted more than 900 titles to companies and individuals to exploit emerald mines. But according to the National Mining Agency, 576 requests are still under review, including those from small-scale miners.
Luz Myriam Duarte Ramirez, president of the National Federation of Mines, said that her organization is backing the efforts of the Coscuez miners to be registered as artisanal miners, as well as the legalization of the five mines owned by women.
Despite these efforts to improve conditions, Forero said she doesn't want to stay in the industry for long. She said that if she gets lucky and finds a valuable gem, she will buy a house and set up a small business to keep her away from the hot, dark tunnels where she has labored for years.
"Life is tough in these mines, even if some people have found emeralds that were sold in Dubai," Forero said. "Sometimes I sit in those tunnels and talk to God. But unfortunately, it seems like we haven't had a good connection."
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Death of nonbinary teen Nex Benedict after school fight is ruled a suicide, medical examiner says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this image provided Malia Pila, Nex Benedict poses outside the family's home in Owasso, Okla., in December 2023. The death of Nex Benedict, a nonbinary student the day after a fight inside an Oklahoma high school restroom, has been ruled a suicide, the state medical examiner's office said Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (Sue Benedict via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A photograph of Nex Benedict, who died a day after a fight in a high school bathroom, is projected during a candlelight service at Point A Gallery, Feb. 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. The death of a nonbinary Oklahoma high school student who died the day after a fight inside a high school restroom has been ruled a suicide by the state medical examiner's office. A summary autopsy report released on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 determined that Nex Benedict had toxic levels of two drugs in their system. (Nate Billings/The Oklahoman via AP, File)]
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- The death of a nonbinary student the day after a fight inside an Oklahoma high school restroom has been ruled a suicide, the state medical examiner's office said Wednesday.
A summary autopsy report was released more than a month after the death of 16-year-old Nex Benedict, a student at Owasso High School. Family members said Benedict had been bullied at school and the teenager's death in February drew concern from LGBTQ+ rights groups, as well as attention from Oklahoma's governor and the White House. 
"From the beginning of this investigation, Owasso Police observed many indications that this death was the result of suicide," Owasso Police Department Lt. Nick Boatman said in a statement. "However, investigators did not wish to confirm that information without the final results being presented by the Oklahoma Medical Examiners Office." 

    


In a 911 call on Feb. 8, Sue Benedict -- the teen's grandmother and legal guardian -- had expressed concern about a head injury. The teenager was conscious and alert after the fight a day earlier when they told police about the attack by three girls that occurred after the teen squirted them with water, according to police video released last month.




The report shows Benedict had toxic levels of two drugs in their system and died of an overdose. A complete autopsy will be released in 10 days in accordance with state law, the medical examiner's office said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boatman would not confirm whether or not police found a note from Benedict at the scene.
A lawyer for the Benedict family, Jacob Biby, told The Associated Press that he was working on a statement from the family Wednesday but declined to comment further.
In video footage from the hospital the day of the altercation, Benedict explains to an officer that the girls had been picking on them and their friends because of the way they dressed. Benedict claims that in the bathroom the students said "something like: why do they laugh like that," referring to Benedict and their friends.

    


"And so I went up there and I poured water on them, and then all three of them came at me," Benedict tells the officer from a hospital bed.
Paramedics responded to the family's house and performed CPR on the teen before rushing them to the hospital, where they later died. 
Family members have said Benedict was nonbinary, which means they didn't identify as strictly male or female.
"Bullying and harassment have a significant impact on students and, tragically, many of these youths believe that suicide is the only option for peace," said Brandon Dilawari, a case manager at Rainbow Youth Project USA, an Indiana-based group that aims to improve the safety and wellness of LGBTQ+ young people. "This is not an isolated incident by any means."
The group reported a dramatic spike in calls from Oklahoma to its national crisis hotline after news of the teen's death became public.
_____
This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, please call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255.
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Native groups sit on a treasure trove of lithium. Now mines threaten their water, culture and wealth
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                                        TUSAQUILLAS, Argentina (AP) -- Irene Leonor Flores de Callata, 68, treks along a bone-dry riverbed, guiding a herd of llamas and sheep through stretching desert.
Flores de Callata's native Kolla people have spent centuries climbing deep into the mountains of northern Argentina in search of a simple substance: Fresh drinking water.
Here, in one of the most arid environments in the world, it's a life force that underpins everything.
In rainy months, the sacred lands surrounding their small adobe town of Tusaquillas well with water. In the dry months, families hike miles under the beating sun, hopeful their livestock can sip from a small plastic container, fed by a hose running high into the distant mountains.
Today is a lucky day. Their blue container is brimming with fresh water.
But communities like hers increasingly worry that their luck may run out. That's because the parched waterways surrounding their town are intrinsically connected with spanning white salt flats below, subterranean lagoons with waters jam-packed with a material that's come to be known as "white gold" - lithium. 
In the "lithium triangle" - a region spanning Argentina, Chile and Bolivia - native communities sit upon a treasure trove of the stuff: an estimated trillion dollars in lithium.
The metal is key in the global fight against climate change, used in electric car batteries, crucial to solar and wind energy and more. But to extract it, mines suck water out of the flats, tethered to the lives of thousands of communities like Flores de Callata's.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As the world's most powerful increasingly look toward the Triangle, the largest reserve of lithium on Earth, as a crucial puzzle piece to save the environment, others worry the search for the mineral will mean sacrificing that very life force that has sustained the region's native people for centuries.
"We will lose everything," said Flores de Callata. "What will we do if we don't have water? If the mines come, we'll lose our culture, we won't be left with anything."
At the same time Flores de Callata's town and thousands of others across the "lithium triangle" have lived quietly off the sparse food and water their lands offer, the price for lithium skyrocketed in 2022.
Between 2021 and 2023, the price for one ton of lithium in U.S. markets nearly tripled, reaching a high of $46,000 a ton last year, according to a United States Geological Survey report. In China, the main customer of the region's lithium, a ton of the metal went for a whopping $76,000 at its peak last year.
Leaders, mining executives and companies from across the world began to turn their heads. From the U.S. and China, they looked to the region's barren deserts both as a source of wealth and an engine to power the transition to green energy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S., President Joe Biden has pushed for a shift to more sustainable energy sources, like wind and solar, and aimed to have half of all new vehicle sales in the U.S. - around 8 million cars a year - be electric by 2030. All require lithium.
In late February, Biden's top diplomat Antony Blinken underscored the importance Argentina's lithium in a visit to the South American country.
"One of the most important to our shared future - in fact, one of the most important to the entire planet - is clean energy," Blinken said. "Argentina is poised to play a critical role in building supply chains for critical minerals that will drive the economy of the 21st century, particularly things like lithium."
The high demand surged global lithium production, but in recent months prices have significantly dipped due to a short-term oversupply in the metal and overestimates in electric vehicle purchases. Yet global consumption of the lithium only continues to rise.
The "white gold" they seek is contained in the hundreds of salt flats, or salares, speckling the region.
From afar, they look like fields of Arctic snow, but below are deep wells of salted groundwater packed with minerals. Unlike other forms of mining, lithium here is extracted not from rock, but rather from the brine water pumped from the salt flats.
The problem is that the salt flats also act as an essential part of a highly biodiverse ecosystem, say scientists like Ingrid Garces, a hydrologist from Chile's University of Antofagasta.
While the water inside the lagoons is not drinkable, they are tethered to surrounding fresh water sources, sparse rains and nearby mountain streams, essential for the survival of thousands of indigenous communities.
The concern by scientists interviewed by the AP is that industrial-scale water pumping both contaminates fresh water with brine they pump and effectively dries up the surrounding environment. They say it's produced cascading ripple effects for life in the region at a time it's already been hit by climate change-induced drought.
"We're talking about a living ecosystem, because what you're extracting from this salt flat is water. And water is life," Garces said. "Think of it as an interconnected ecosystem."
Because of their environmental significance, the salt flats and their surrounding waters have gained a sacred place for Indigenous cultures, an essential part of native celebrations the entire month of August.
Flores de Callata's town is one of 38 pressed up against two such salt flats - the Guayatayoc lagoon and Salinas Grandes - which bring income to towns like hers through tourism and small-scale salt harvesting.
At the beginning of any day of work, Flores de Callata's family makes an offering to Pachamama, an Andean deity representing the Earth. Inside their stone corral of llamas and sheep, they dig a hole in the ground, burying coca leaves, meant to represent life, and a clear liquor, representing water.
Just as the basin provided for the Kolla people, fundamental to their culture is giving back to the land. For decades, their collective of communities have fought off large-scale mining and waged long legal battles to halt projects.
But year by year, it's grown more difficult to fend off those mining companies.
More than 30 companies are officially seeking permission to mine the water in the two salt flats. Signs put up by the community line the edges of the flats reading, "Respect our territory. Get out, lithium company."
"We are guardians of the highlands," said Flores de Callata. "We defend our land. ... I'm worried not just for myself but for all of us. If the lithium (mines) come it's going to affect the entire region, all of the waterways by extension."
Things came to a head last summer when the local government, eager for the profits by the mines, changed its constitution, making it easier to waive certain indigenous land rights and limiting the ability to protest against the expansion of mining.

    


Alicia Chalabe, the environmental lawyer representing the communities, and others argue the move violates international law.
Thousands of indigenous people erupted in protest, blocking off roadways used by lithium mines and carrying rainbow indigenous flags. The backlash by authorities toward peaceful protesters was marked by violent repression and arbitrary arrests, according to groups like Amnesty International and the United Nations. Yet protests are only expected to continue.
"This is a domestic conflict that is set in the context of a global issue, where there's a tremendous pressure to exploit lithium for electric vehicles," Chalabe said. "It's global because of the importance lithium has for the world, but at the same time, so is the resistance of these communities. They're not alone."
Argentine concerns are born in neighboring Chile, where lithium mining has been in full force for decades in the Atacama Desert, the driest place on Earth.
Giant black tubes pumping salted groundwater run like veins through the cracked, white earth of the Atacama Salt Flat. They wind past roaring yellow bulldozers and workers in bright orange vests.
The flat is home to the two lithium companies operating in Chile, SQM and American-owned Albemarle.
"We're living through a crisis in which we have big obstacles, but we also have solutions. Lithium represents one of those solutions," said Valentin Barrera, a spokesperson for Chile's largest lithium mine, SQM. "We want to grow, understanding that it's needed to mitigate climate change."
Here in the SQM mine, that means pumping at least 1,280 liters of salted groundwater a second - somewhere between 6 to 8 bathtubs - according to the mine's numbers. The tubes converge at rows of blue, green and yellow pools, where lithium-concentrated water is passed from pool-to-pool.
The harsh desert sun evaporates the water, and strong winds often blow it out of the ecosystem, carried as far as Brazil, one mine official said. Because of the evaporation process and harsh winds, hardly any water can be reinjected into the soil. It leaves behind salt and lithium, to be processed and used by some of the world's biggest companies like Tesla.
Meanwhile, surrounding communities have watched their lands shrivel.
Farmers like 62-year-old Orlando Morales living near the mines complain of smaller crop yields.

    


Flamingos, feeding on microorganisms within the brine, have slowly been killed off by mining, a 2022 study showed. Their eggs were once a crucial part of the local diet, and the birds continue to be a big part of indigenous celebrations.
Meanwhile, wells and lagoons next to the mines brimming with intense blue fresh water dried up. The grass Morales' livestock would once eat has vanished, he said.
"Before, it rained more here, and today it practically doesn't rain. If you look out, it's all dry. So it's hard to care for your sheep, your llamas because there's no vegetation," Morales said as his wife tended to a patch of corn. "Our people are losing our traditions, our customs are being lost."
Like in Argentina, the mining spurred on waves of criticisms and court battles as locals demand to have a voice on the fate of their lands.
In 2013, an environmental inspection found that a third of the carob trees - a plant known to survive in harsh environments - near the SQM mine had died. Many more trees were withering.
An investigation in 2016 found SQM extracted more groundwater than legally permitted for consecutive years, something authorities said "put the stability of the ecosystem in extreme risk." SQM later accused its neighbor of doing the same. In 2022, SQM was ordered to pay $51.7 million to correct the damages caused by six infractions, including transparency concerns and contamination of fresh water wells.
SQM spokesperson Barrera, would not directly respond when asked if they can say definitively that they haven't damaged the environment.
"With the information we have available, we can say there has been no fundamental change in the surroundings (of the mines)," he said.
He attributed court rulings and criticisms to "disinformation," and cast blame on state-run copper mines, also heavy water users. The mine's director later said that the water the lithium mines pump is slowly refilled by rain and fresh water in the mountains, a water source for local communities.
At Albemarle, the other mine occupying the flat, one spokesperson insisted that the brine water they pump "is not water" because it is not drinkable.
Nearly a dozen scientists that spoke to The Associated Press said it is almost inconceivable that the heavy water use would have no environmental impact.
Garces, the Chilean hydrologist, added that the extraction may even speed up the effects of climate change.
"The Earth is warming, and you are evaporating more water in a shorter amount of time," she said. "Through this industry you are accelerating water loss."
Lithium mining has also sparked an economic boom in parts of Chile.
Since the beginning of the native Atacama people, generations of Ramon Torres' family guided their pack of goats along the rolling hills of Peine, a town sitting at the mouth of Chile's salt flats.
When companies started extracting lithium in the early 1980s, Ramon Torres was among the people to raise his hand. He worked the tinted pools, going from subsisting like his parents and grandparents to saving.
Today, he sits on the porch of his small brick house scrolling through his smartphone, both purchased with the money he earned from the mine. Cherry-red trucks loaded with miners rumble past his home on their way to a long day of work as the sun rises in the morning.

    


"There is development, but there's also the water issue. And they contradict each other," he said. "Because everyone needs money, everyone also needs the basics, like healthcare and education."
That same tension has divided mining towns like his in both Chile and Argentina: The economic benefits of lithium are undeniable. Mining makes up a whopping 62% of Chile's exports, a crucial backbone to the country's economy.
The money that the mines have brought has rippled across Peine. Torres now works building homes for and rents to mine workers that have flooded the region.
Companies advertise investment projects in nearby towns, touting mobile dental clinics and soccer fields, in many ways filling the endemic absence of the Chilean government.
While brush and other greenery in the surrounding lands withered long ago, fresh water still arrives in Peine through artificial channels and water centers built by the companies, flowing from fresh water wells in nearby peaks.
Communities higher in the mountains say they now feel the effects, too, but without the perks from the companies.
Meanwhile, legal clashes with the mining companies have sowed tensions in indigenous communities. Long-held traditions like ranching and shared community work have faded. Younger Atacameno generations leave their towns, often favoring work in the mining sector, leaving indigenous communities with smaller populations.

    


A 2020 report by the UN, said that mining has consumed 65% of water around the Atacama Salt Flat, "causing groundwater depletion, soil contamination and other forms of environmental degradation, forcing local communities to abandon ancestral settlements."
Researchers say that the worst effects of current pumping may only be felt years down the line.
"In the end, in the future, when this 'lithium boom' ends, the problem is: When the mines leave, what's going to happen to us?" Torres said. "Mining is all we have left."
As lithium mining has gained a greater global spotlight, the fate of water in the region has increasingly fallen out of the hands of those communities.
In April last year, progressive Chilean President Gabriel Boric announced a plan aimed at offsetting the environmental impacts of the lithium sector by boosting government control of the lithium mines.
Government officials told the AP a new plan would allow them to better regulate water use and distribute wealth beyond "just a small few." But plans spurred outrage among indigenous communities who said they were once again sidelined by government negotiations with the mines.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The move also had an adverse effect of pushing mining companies to invest in neighboring Argentina, where lithium mining's explosion has just begun.
"In Argentina, (Chile's decision) is an opportunity," Miguel Soler, secretary of mining in Jujuy in northern Argentina, said.
Doors for the mining companies have also been left wide open under the country's new right-wing "anarcho-capitalist" leader Javier Milei, who was elected in November, under a promise to fix his country's spiraling economy.

    


The chainsaw-wielding leader has announced a broad deregulation sweep, slashing costs for mining companies in an effort to lure investors amid deepening economic crisis. Milei's rise to power will likely further hamstring already fraught efforts by indigenous communities to beat back mining companies.
While nearby Bolivia sits on more lithium than either of the countries, its stores have largely remained untapped.
Meanwhile, the region has also increasingly become part of a larger tug-of-war between global powers like the U.S. and China as both countries seek to take advantage of the deep lithium stores. The Biden administration has also sought to offset growing Chinese influence in the region, with officials even claiming Chinese investment in the lithium sector is a democratic threat.

Meanwhile, Irene Leonor Flores de Callata and her small town of Tusaquillas, the mounting interest in their home represents another nightmare scenario.
She looks at the stretching salt flats, and the water that has breathed life into their barren land.
She looks at her small corral of livestock she has spent decades leading to through the desert.
And Flores de Callata looks at the adobe house she and her husband built from nothing, where her grandchildren now wrap their arms around her on the way home from school.
She wonders what will be left in 20 years.
"If the mines come, we'll have money for a time. But then our grandchildren, our great-grandchildren - they're the ones who will suffer," she said. "I want to do everything possible to defend these lands, so they still have these fields, so they still have their waters."
--
Video loop at the top by Victor R. Caivano
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Former Mormon bishop highlighted in AP investigation arrested on felony child sex abuse charges

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The exterior of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is shown in Hailey, Idaho, on Sept., 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Jason Dearen, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chelsea Goodrich poses for a portrait in Ketchum, Idaho, on Sept. 19, 2023. Goodrich's father, a popular Idaho dentist and former bishop in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, widely known as the Mormon church, was arrested Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Virginia after being indicted on charges he sexually abused Chelsea while accompanying her on a school trip when she was a child. Recordings obtained by The Associated Press show that instead of helping prosecutors, the church used a legal playbook that has helped protect itself from sex abuse claims. (AP Photo/Jason Dearen)]
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                                        A former bishop in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who was featured in an Associated Press investigation into how the church protects itself from allegations of sexual abuse was arrested by police in Virginia this week after being indicted on charges he sexually abused his daughter while accompanying her on a school trip when she was a child, according to court filings.
Police and federal authorities had been searching for John Goodrich after a grand jury in Williamsburg on Jan. 17 found probable cause that he committed four felonies, including rape by force, threat or intimidation, forcible sodomy, and two counts of felony aggravated sexual battery by a parent of a child.
Those charges were filed weeks after the AP investigation revealed how a representative of the church, widely known as the Mormon church, employed a risk management playbook that has helped it keep child sexual abuse cases secret after allegations surfaced that Goodrich abused his daughter Chelsea, now in her 30s, at their home in Idaho as well as on a school field trip to the Washington, D.C., area 20 years ago. 

    


"I hope this case will finally bring justice for my childhood sexual abuse," Chelsea Goodrich said in a statement to the AP. "I'm grateful it appears that the Commonwealth of Virginia is taking one event of child sexual assault more seriously than years of repeated assaults were treated in Idaho." 

    
        
    

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A call Wednesday to John Goodrich's cellphone went immediately to voicemail. Tommy Norment, a Williamsburg defense attorney for John Goodrich, declined to comment, saying he was still familiarizing himself with the case. The Williamsburg Police Department also did not respond to multiple requests for comment on Goodrich's case.
Goodrich's arrest in Virginia comes nearly eight years after he was arrested in Idaho on similar charges. Chelsea and her mother, Lorraine, went to Idaho police in 2016 to report wide-ranging allegations of abuse during her childhood.

    


Those charges were eventually dropped after a key witness in the case, another Mormon bishop to whom John had made a spiritual confession about him and his daughter, refused to testify. While the details of that confession have not been made public, the church excommunicated Goodrich. 
The AP's investigation was based in part on hours of audio recordings of Chelsea's 2017 meetings with Paul Rytting, a Utah attorney who was head of the church's Risk Management Division, which works to protect the church against sexual abuse lawsuits and other costly claims. 
Chelsea went to Rytting for help in getting the bishop to testify about John's spiritual confession. During the recorded meetings, Rytting expressed concern for what he called John's "significant sexual transgression," but said the bishop, whose position in the church is akin to a Catholic priest, could not testify. He cited a "clergy-penitent privilege" loophole in Idaho's mandatory reporting law that exempts clergy from having to divulge information about child sex abuse that is gleaned in a spiritual confession. 

    


Without that testimony, prosecutors in Idaho dropped that earlier case.
Invoking the clergy privilege was just one facet of the risk management playbook that Rytting employed in the Goodrich matter. Rytting offered Chelsea and her mother $300,000 in exchange for a confidentiality agreement and a pledge to destroy their recordings of their meetings, which they had made at the recommendation of an attorney and with Rytting's knowledge. The AP obtained similar recordings that were made by a church member at the time who attended the meetings as Chelsea's advocate.
The church also employed the use of its so-called sex abuse Helpline, which John Goodrich's bishop had called after his confession. As AP revealed in 2022, the Helpline is a phone number set up by the church for bishops to report instances of child sex abuse. Instead of connecting church victims to counseling or other services, however, the Helpline often reports serious allegations of abuse to a church law firm.

    


In a statement to the AP for its recent investigation, the church said, "the abuse of a child or any other individual is inexcusable," and that John Goodrich, following his excommunication, "has not been readmitted to church membership."
News coverage of the Idaho case brought out another alleged victim. After learning about Chelsea's allegations, a 53-year-old single mother accused him of having nonconsensual sex with her after giving her the drug Halcion, a controlled substance John Goodrich often used to sedate patients during dental procedures. She alleged that Goodrich drugged her the previous July after she cut off a sexual relationship with him.
In the end, John Goodrich reached a plea agreement in that case, and escaped sex crimes charges. 
Chelsea Goodrich approached the AP with her story, she said, because her father remained free and practicing dentistry in Idaho with access to children.

    


On Tuesday, after authorities spent two weeks searching for him, Goodrich turned himself in to police in Williamsburg, a court official told Chelsea Goodrich, and he posted bond. He will be allowed to leave Virginia during legal proceedings, the court official said.
---
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/.
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House passes a bill that could lead to a TikTok ban if Chinese owner refuses to sell

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    TikTok once again finds itself in a precarious position as lawmakers in Washington move forward with a bill that could lead to a nationwide ban on the platform. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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    [image: Devotees of TikTok monitor voting at the Capitol in Washington, as the House passed a bill that would lead to a nationwide ban of the popular video app if its China-based owner doesn't sell, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Lawmakers contend the app's owner, ByteDance, is beholden to the Chinese government, which could demand access to the data of TikTok's consumers in the U.S. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - A TikTok sign is displayed on their building in Culver City, Calif., March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: FILE - The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., on March 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House on Wednesday passed a bill that would lead to a nationwide ban of the popular video app TikTok if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake, as lawmakers acted on concerns that the company's current ownership structure is a national security threat.
The bill, passed by a vote of 352-65, now goes to the Senate, where its prospects are unclear.
TikTok, which has more than 170 million American users, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Chinese technology firm ByteDance Ltd.
The lawmakers contend that ByteDance is beholden to the Chinese government, which could demand access to the data of TikTok's consumers in the U.S. whenever it wants. The worry stems from a set of Chinese national security laws that compel organizations to assist with intelligence gathering.




"We have given TikTok a clear choice," said Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash. "Separate from your parent company ByteDance, which is beholden to the CCP (the Chinese Communist Party), and remain operational in the United States, or side with the CCP and face the consequences. The choice is TikTok's."

    


House passage of the bill is only the first step. The Senate would also need to pass the measure for it to become law, and lawmakers in that chamber indicated it would undergo a thorough review. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said he'll have to consult with relevant committee chairs to determine the bill's path. 
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    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports a bill that could lead to a TikTok ban in the U.S. has easily passed the House -- but its path forward is unclear.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

President Joe Biden has said if Congress passes the measure, he will sign it. 
The House vote is the latest example of increased tensions between China and the U.S. By targeting TikTok, lawmakers are tackling what they see as a grave threat to America's national security -- but also singling out a platform popular with millions of people, many of whom skew younger, just months before an election.
In a video posted on Wednesday evening, TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew said that the company has invested to keep user data safe and the TikTok platform free from outside manipulation. If passed, he said the bill would give more power to a handful of other social companies.

    


"We will not stop fighting and advocating for you. We will continue to do all we can, including exercising our legal rights, to protect this amazing platform that we have built with you," Chew said in his message to the app's users.
In anticipation of the vote, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesman, Wang Wenbin, accused Washington of resorting to political tools when U.S. businesses fail to compete. He said the effort would disrupt normal business operations and undermine investor confidence "and will eventually backfire on the U.S. itself." 
Overall, 197 Republican lawmakers voted for the measure and 15 against. On the Democratic side, 155 voted for the bill and 50 against.
Some Republican opponents of the bill said the U.S. should warn consumers if there are data privacy and propaganda concerns, but the final choice should be left with consumers. 
"The answer to authoritarianism is not more authoritarianism," said Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Calif. "The answer to CCP-style propaganda is not CCP-style oppression. Let us slow down before we blunder down this very steep and slippery slope."


    


Democrats also warned of the impact a ban would have on users in the U.S., including entrepreneurs and business owners. One of the no votes came from Rep. Jim Himes, the ranking Democratic member of the House Intelligence Committee.
"One of the key differences between us and those adversaries is the fact that they shut down newspapers, broadcast stations, and social media platforms. We do not," Himes said. "We trust our citizens to be worthy of their democracy. We do not trust our government to decide what information they may or may not see."
The day before the House vote, top national security officials in the Biden administration held a closed-door briefing with lawmakers to discuss TikTok and the national security implications. Lawmakers are balancing those security concerns against a desire not to limit free speech online.

    


"What we've tried to do here is be very thoughtful and deliberate about the need to force a divestiture of TikTok without granting any authority to the executive branch to regulate content or go after any American company," said Rep. Mike Gallagher, the bill's author, as he emerged from the briefing.

TikTok has long denied that it could be used as a tool of the Chinese government. The company has said it has never shared U.S. user data with Chinese authorities and won't do so if it is asked. To date, the U.S. government also has not provided evidence that shows TikTok shared such information with Chinese authorities. 
Republican leaders moved quickly to bring up the bill after its introduction last week by Gallagher and Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill. A House committee approved the legislation unanimously, on a 50-0 vote, even after their offices were inundated with calls from TikTok users demanding they drop the effort. Some offices even shut off their phones because of the onslaught. Supporters of the bill said the effort backfired.

    


"(It) provided members a preview of how the platform could be weaponized to inject disinformation into our system," Gallagher said.
Lawmakers in both parties are anxious to confront China on a range of issues. The House formed a special committee to focus on China-related issues. And Schumer directed committee chairs to begin working with Republicans on a bipartisan China competition bill.
Schumer is likely to feel some pressure from within his own party to move on the TikTok legislation. Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Mark Warner announced after the House vote that he would work to "get this bill passed through the Senate and signed into law."
In a joint statement with Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, the top Republican on the intelligence panel, Warner said that "we are united in our concern about the national security threat posed by TikTok -- a platform with enormous power to influence and divide Americans whose parent company ByteDance remains legally required to do the bidding of the Chinese Communist Party."
Democratic Sen. Maria Cantwell, who chairs another panel with jurisdiction on the issue, said she would "try to find a path forward that is constitutional and protects civil liberties."
Roughly 30 TikTok influencers and others who traveled with them spoke out against the bill on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. They chanted phrases like "Keep TikTok" ahead of the vote. They also held signs that read "TikTok changed my life for the better" and "TikTok helped me grow my business."
Dan Salinger, a Sacramento, California-based TikTok creator in attendance, said he started creating content on the app during the COVID-19 pandemic purely out of boredom. But since then his account, which features videos about his life and his father, who suffers from dementia, has grown in popularity. Today, he has 2 million followers on the app.
"I'm actually appalled for many reasons," Salinger said. "The speed with which they're pushing this bill through does not give enough time for Americans to voice their concerns and opinions."
Former President Donald Trump has spoken out against the House effort, but his vice president, Mike Pence, is urging Schumer to bring the House bill to a vote.
"There can be no doubt that this app is Chinese spyware and that a sale to a non-foreign adversary company is in the best interests of the American people," Pence said in a letter to Schumer.
___
Associated Press staff writer Didi Tang contributed to this report.
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Indigenous people rejoice after city of Berkeley votes to return sacred Native land to Ohlone

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A San Francisco Bay Area parking lot that sits on top of a sacred tribal shell mound dating back 5,700 years has been returned to the Ohlone people by the Berkeley City Council after a settlement with developers who own the land. (AP Video/Terry Chea)
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    [image: Melissa Nelson, chair of the board of directors of the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, middle, gestures while speaking at a news conference in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Berkeley mayor Jesse Arreguin, left, speaks next to councilmember Sophie Hahn at a news conference in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: This rendering provided by the Sacred Land Film Project shows the proposed Shellmound cultural site in Berkeley, Calif. The Berkeley City Council on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, will consider a settlement to return land that once held the Shellmound village site, a ceremonial and burial site, to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people. (Chris Walker/Sacred Land Film Project via AP)]
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[image: An aerial view is a parking lot that was once the Shellmound village site in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday, March 12, 2024. The Berkeley City Council on Tuesday will consider a settlement to return land that once held the Shellmound village site, a ceremonial and burial site, to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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An aerial view is a parking lot that was once the Shellmound village site in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday, March 12, 2024. The Berkeley City Council on Tuesday will consider a settlement to return land that once held the Shellmound village site, a ceremonial and burial site, to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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[image: Ohlone elder Ruth Orta, bottom center, hugs Melissa Nelson, chair of the board of directors of the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, at a news conference in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Perfomers from POOR Magazine and Deecolonize Academy dance in a parking lot, the only undeveloped portion of the shellmound in West Berkeley where ancestors of today's Ohlone people established the first human settlement on the shores of the San Francisco Bay, in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: A person looks at signs hanging in a parking lot, the only undeveloped portion of the shellmound in West Berkeley where ancestors of today's Ohlone people established the first human settlement on the shores of the San Francisco Bay, in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Berkeley mayor Jesse Arreguin, middle left, speaks at a news conference in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: People hold up signs while listening to speakers at a news conference in Berkeley, Calif., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a women-led, San Francisco Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people and that raised the funds needed to reach the agreement. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: An aerial view shows a parking lot that was once the Shellmound village site in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday March 12, 2024. The Berkeley City Council on Tuesday will consider a settlement to return land that once held the Shellmound village site, a ceremonial and burial site, to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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An aerial view shows a parking lot that was once the Shellmound village site in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday March 12, 2024. The Berkeley City Council on Tuesday will consider a settlement to return land that once held the Shellmound village site, a ceremonial and burial site, to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a Bay Area collective that works to return land to Indigenous people. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Ohlone people and others rejoiced Wednesday over the return of sacred Native land dating back thousands of years, saying the move rights a historic wrong and restores the people who were first on land now called Berkeley, California, to their rightful place in history. 
The 2.2-acre (0.89-hectare) parking lot is the only undeveloped portion of the shellmound in West Berkeley, where ancestors of today's Ohlone people established the first human settlement on the shores of the San Francisco Bay 5,700 years ago.
Berkeley's City Council voted unanimously Tuesday to adopt an ordinance giving the title of the land to the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, a San Francisco Bay Area collective led by women that works to return land to Indigenous people. The collective raised most of the money needed to reach the agreement with developers who own the land. 

    


"We want to be a place for global Indigenous leadership to come and gather in solidarity," said Melissa Nelson, chair of the board of the Sogorea Te' Land Trust, at a celebratory news conference Wednesday. "We want to educate, we want to restore and we want to heal."




The crowd cheered as speakers talked of a movement to restore other lands to Indigenous people. 
The site -- a three-block area Berkeley designated as a landmark in 2000 -- will be home to Native medicines and foods, an oasis for pollinators and wildlife, and a place for youth to learn about their heritage, including ancient dances and ceremonies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The site will be home to education, prayer and preservation, and will outlast every one of us today to continue telling the story of the Ohlone people," Mayor Jesse Arreguin said, adding that their history is "marked not by adversity, but more importantly, by their unwavering resilience as a community." 
Before Spanish colonizers arrived in the region, the area held a village and a massive shellmound with a height of 20 feet and the length and width of a football field that was a ceremonial and burial site. Built over years with mussel, clam and oyster shells, human remains, and artifacts, the shellmound also served as a lookout. 

    


The Spanish removed the Ohlone from their villages and forced them into labor at local missions. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, Anglo settlers took over the land and razed the shellmound to line roadbeds in Berkeley with shells. 
"It's a very sad and shameful history," said Berkeley City Councilmember Sophie Hahn, who spearheaded the effort to return the land. 
The agreement with Berkeley-based Ruegg & Ellsworth LLC, which owns the parking lot, comes after a six-year legal fight that started in 2018 when the developer sued the city after officials denied its application to build a 260-unit apartment building with 50% affordable housing and 27,500 feet of retail and parking space. 
The settlement was reached after Ruegg & Ellsworth agreed to accept $27 million to settle all outstanding claims and to turn the property over to Berkeley. The Sogorea Te' Land Trust contributed $25.5 million and Berkeley paid $1.5 million, officials said. 

    


The trust plans to build a commemorative park with a new shellmound and a cultural center to house some of the pottery, jewelry, baskets and other artifacts found over the years and that are in the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology at the University of California, Berkeley. 
Corrina Gould, co-founder of the Sogorea Te' Land Trust and tribal chair of the Confederated Villages of Lisjan Ohlone, attended Tuesday's city council meeting via video conference and wiped away tears after the council voted to return the land.
The shellmound that once stood there was "a place where we first said goodbye to someone," she said. "To have this place saved forever, I am beyond words."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/berkeley-tribal-land-returned-b310527bcaba81fcbbc9fd9f6ff0af93
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A Massachusetts town spent $600K on shore protection. A winter storm washed it away days later

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The remnants of East Beach Road are damaged after heavy overnight winds and surf battered the coastline, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024 in Westport, Mass. Salisbury, Mass., is scrambling after a weekend storm washed away mountains of sand trucked in for nearly $600,000 dune that was meant to protect homes, roads and other infrastructure. The community and other areas of Massachusetts also were hit by severe storms in January, including flooding, erosion, and infrastructure damage. (Peter Pereira/The Standard-Times via AP)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A Massachusetts beach community is scrambling after a weekend storm washed away $600,000 in sand that was trucked in to protect homes, roads and other infrastructure.
The project, which brought 14,000 tons (12,701 metric tons) of sand into Salisbury over several weeks, was completed just three days before Sunday's storm clobbered southern New England with strong winds, heavy rainfall and coastal flooding.
The Salisbury Beach Citizens for Change group, which facilitated the project and helped raise funds, posted on social media about the project's completion last week and then again after the storm. They argued that the project still was worthwhile, noting that "the sacrificial dunes did their job" and protected some properties from being "eaten up" by the storm.
Tom Saab, president of the group and a real estate broker/developer, said the money was contributed by 150 property owners who said the state has refused to help them protect the beachfront and build up the dunes.

    


"The state will not contribute any money to the rebuilding of dunes. That is the bottom line," Saab said. "Everybody is angry and upset. We can't survive without sand rebuilding the dunes and can't survive paying out of our pocket after every storm."




Last weekend's tempest was the latest of several recent severe storms in the community and across Massachusetts, which also suffered flooding, erosion and infrastructure damage in January.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sand replenishment has been the government's go-to method of shore protection for decades. Congress has long appropriated money for such work, arguing it effectively protects lives and property and sustains the tourism industry.
But critics say it's inherently wasteful to keep pumping sand ashore that will inevitably wash away.
Climate change is forecast to bring more bad weather, including hurricanes, to the Northeast as waters warm, some scientists say. Worldwide, sea levels have risen faster since 1900, putting hundreds of millions of people at risk, the United Nations has said. And erosion from the changing conditions jeopardizes beaches the world over, according to European Union researchers.

    


Salisbury is also not the first town to see its efforts literally wash away.
Earlier this year, after a storm destroyed its dunes, one New Jersey town sought emergency permission to build a steel barrier -- something it had done in two other spots -- along the most heavily eroded section of its beachfront after spending millions of dollars trucking sand to the site for over a decade. The state denied the request and instead fined North Wildwood for unauthorized beach repairs. The Department of Environmental Protection has often opposed bulkheads, noting that the structures often encourage sand scouring that can accelerate and worsen erosion.
Republican state Sen. Bruce Tarr, who is working to secure $1.5 million in state funding to shore up the Salisbury dunes, says the efforts will protect a major roadway, water and sewer infrastructure as well as hundreds of homes, which make up more than 40% of Salisbury's tax base.

    


"We're managing a natural resource that protects a lot of interests," Tarr said, adding that replenishing the dunes is one of the few options available to the town since hard structures such as sea walls or boulders aren't allowed on Massachusetts beaches.
A spokesperson for the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation said to ensure the safety of the public, DCR has closed access points 9 and 10 at Salisbury Beach after they sustained damage from the recent rainstorms.
"The Healey-Driscoll Administration remains in regular communication with representatives from the Town, the legislative delegation and the community and will continue to work with them to address the impacts of erosion at the Beach," DCR spokeswoman Ilyse Wolberg said in a statement.
Saab said it makes financial sense to continue rebuilding the dunes, rather than allowing nature to take its course and consume the beach.
"What, and destroy $2 billion worth of property?" he asked. "Salisbury is home to thousands of people that use this beach in the summer. ... It would be much cheaper to continue to rebuild dunes after a series of nor'easters like we've had over the past year than letting the beach be destroyed by the ocean."

    


Still, others questioned the logic of dumping more sand on the beach.
Resident Peter Lodi responded to the Salisbury beach group's Facebook post, saying he wasn't sure why anyone was shocked.
"Throw all the sand down you want. Mother nature decides how long it will protect your homes," he wrote. "It's only going to get worse. Not sure what the solution is but sand is merely a bandaid on a wound that needs multiple stitches."
The group responded that the state has a responsibility to protect the beach and that the residents are doing the community a favor by funding the project.
"Our feeling is if you regulate something, you have to be accountable and maintain it," the group said. "The residents that repaired the dune in front of their property actually helped both the city and the state. Now it's their turn to step up to the plate."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/salisbury-massachusetts-beach-dunes-washed-away-cb64913e5592979aacb230c5f318efee
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Evangelical Christians are fierce Israel supporters. Now they are visiting as war-time volunteers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In a lemon orchard in southern Israel, the volunteers provide extra hands for farmers struggling to harvest crops. Since the Israel-Hamas war began five months ago, evangelicals have been visiting Israel in growing numbers to volunteer and support the war effort. (AP Video: Alon Bernstein, Ami Bentov)
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    [image: Elisabeth Odegaard poses for a portrait with necklaces as she prepares food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Her visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Elisabeth Odegaard poses for a portrait with necklaces as she prepares food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Her visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Dutch volunteers Anja van der Stok, left, and Jannie Slim, right, pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Dutch volunteers Anja van der Stok, left, and Jannie Slim, right, pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Dutch volunteer Jannie Slim picks lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Her trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Dutch volunteer Jannie Slim picks lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Her trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Christian volunteers pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Christian volunteers pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Christian volunteers Anja van der Stok, left, and Jannie Slim, right, pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Christian volunteers Anja van der Stok, left, and Jannie Slim, right, pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Christian volunteers pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Christian volunteers pick lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Their trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Christian volunteer Connie Grace from Canada picks lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Her trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Christian volunteer Connie Grace from Canada picks lemons on a farm in southern Israel, as part of a post-Oct. 7 solidarity tour, Monday, March 4, 2024. Her trip is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Christian volunteers Elisabeth Odegaard, rear right, Claudio Rafael, left, and Jannie Slim, center, clean up after preparing food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Her visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Christian volunteers prepare food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Their visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Christian volunteers prepare food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Their visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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Christian volunteers prepare food for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Their visit to Israel is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Food made by Evangelical Christian volunteers for Israeli soldiers on a brief respite from combat operations in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Israel is seeing a wave of religions "volunteerism," organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the ongoing war in Gaza. Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around a third to half of the approximately 3,000 visitors expected to arrive each day in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Prior to Oct. 7, around 15,000 visitors were arriving in Israel per day, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- When Shawn Landis, an evangelical Christian from Pennsylvania, heard about the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israel, he knew he would come to Israel to volunteer as soon as it was safe.
Five months later, he was chopping vegetables in a Tel Aviv kitchen, preparing meals for Israeli soldiers.
Evangelicals have been among Israel's fiercest foreign supporters for years, particularly in the United States, where their significant political influence has helped shape the Israel policy of recent Republican administrations.
They believe Israel is key to an end-times prophecy that will bring about the return of the Christian Messiah. Many of these Christians support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland.
"In the Scripture it instructs us to support Israel, and sometimes the best time to support someone is when they're grieving," said Landis, who has been on four previous faith-based trips to Israel. "Friendship is not just about being there for the good times, it's also about the rough times." 





    


Landis is part of a wave of religious "voluntourism" to Israel, organized trips that include some kind of volunteering aspect connected to the war in Gaza.
Israel's Tourism Ministry estimates around one-third to half of the approximately 3,000 daily visitors expected to arrive in March are part of faith-based volunteer trips. Before the fighting, around 15,000 visitors arrived in Israel per day, about half of whom were Christian, according to Tourism Ministry statistics. In 2019, the latest tourism statistics available that were not impacted by COVID-19, about 25% of visitors arrived on organized trips, according to the Tourism Ministry. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A study by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem found that almost half of Israelis volunteered in some capacity during the early weeks of the war. But many Israeli volunteers have returned to work and school, and now international visitors are filling the gaps.

    


In the U.S., support for Israel has become a top priority for evangelical Christians during a presidential election year. They are among the most outspoken backers of Israel's handling of the conflict, and Republicans have faced pressure to hew not just to traditional Republican support for Israel but to beliefs rooted in the Bible. 
The war began with Hamas' attack in southern Israel in which militants killed around 1,200 people and took 250 others hostage. Israel responded with an invasion of the Gaza Strip that so far has killed more than 30,000 Palestinians. 
On Oct. 11, dozens of leading evangelicals signed a statement of support for Israel organized by the public policy wing of the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest evangelical faith group in the U.S.
One of the key pro-Israel groups in the U.S. is Christians United for Israel, founded and led by evangelical pastor John Hagee. CUFI says it has raised and dispersed more than $3 million to support Israeli first responders, health care workers, and survivors of the Oct. 7 attack.

    


Landis was part of a two-week volunteer trip organized by the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem. The evangelical group has put together five volunteer trips since January and expects to bring half a dozen more in the coming month. Normally, ICEJ brings about 6,000 Christian visitors to Israel annually.
Like Landis, Claudio Pichardo, a 37-year-old from Colombia studying business in Holland, was inspired by Scripture to join the ICEJ trip. "This is the best way I can help, because posting on Facebook doesn't help," he said. 
When the war started, many international airlines suspended flights and tourism stopped, aside from a handful of Jewish and Christian solidarity missions. Some major airlines resumed flights to Israel in recent weeks, and others plan to soon. 
Peleg Lewi, the foreign affairs adviser to the Tourism Ministry, said the faith-based solidarity missions boost morale. They can also kick-start overall tourism to Israel after a cycle of war or violence, he said. 

    


With the war in its sixth month, Israel is under growing international pressure to do more to end the suffering of civilians in Gaza, including allowing in more aid. Aid groups say the fighting has displaced most of the territory's population and pushed a quarter of the population to the brink of famine. Hospitals have reported that some children have died of hunger.
Many Israelis fear the world is forgetting about Oct. 7. 
Elizabeth Odegaard, a trip participant from Norway, said she was surprised by how emotional Israelis get when they meet international visitors who have come to support them.
"Many people tell us, `The whole world hates us. Everyone is against us,' so I want to say to them, `You're not alone,'" she said. "I know the people of Israel are important to God. These are my brothers and sisters, and when they attack Israel, they attack me too." 

    


ICEJ trip participants visited hard-hit communities in southern Israel, including the site where the shells of hundreds of burned-out cars are being stored, many from the Tribe of Nova music festival, where 364 people were killed.
"It was humbling and sobering to be there, to know what happened a few months ago and to see Israeli resilience," said Landis. 
During such trips, visitors join volunteer initiatives that sprang up in Israel over the past five months, providing extra hands for farmers struggling to harvest crops, cooking meals for families who have a parent serving in the reserves or sorting donations for evacuees still living in hotels. 
One initiative is Citrus & Salt, which previously hosted cooking classes and tours of Tel Aviv's markets for tourists. When the war started, it pivoted to making more than 35,000 donated meals.
"It really helps boost morale for people to come from abroad to Israel in a time of conflict, to physically say, 'I'm here to help. What do you need?'" said Aliya Fastman, a native of Berkeley, California, who has lived in Israel for over a decade and runs Citrus & Salt with her sister. "Chopping onions is no small thing when you fly across the world to do it."
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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3 men charged with federal firearms counts after Kansas City Chiefs Super Bowl parade shooting

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police clear the area following a shooting at the Kansas City Chiefs NFL football Super Bowl celebration in Kansas City, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Three men from Kansas City, Mo.,, face firearms charges, including gun trafficking, after an investigation into the mass shooting during the Kansas City Chiefs' Super Bowl parade and rally, federal prosecutors said Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffmann, File)]
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                                        Three Missouri men have been charged with federal counts related to the illegal purchase of high-powered rifles and guns with extended magazines after last month's shooting at the Kansas City Chiefs' Super Bowl parade and rally left one person dead, roughly two dozen others injured and sent hundreds of people scrambling for cover, federal prosecutors said Wednesday. 
Court documents unsealed Wednesday said 12 people brandished firearms and at least six people fired weapons at the Feb. 14 rally, which drew an estimated 1 million people to downtown Kansas City. The guns found at the scene included at least two AR-15-style rifles, court documents said. And U.S. Attorney Teresa Moore said in a news release that at least two of the guns recovered from the scene were illegally purchased. 
The federal charges come three weeks after state authorities charged two other men, Lyndell Mays and Dominic Miller, with second-degree murder and several weapons counts for the shootings. Authorities also last month detained two juveniles on gun-related and resisting arrest charges. Police said the shooting happened when one group of people confronted another for staring at them.





    


Authorities have said a bullet from Miller's gun killed Lisa Lopez-Galvan, who was in a nearby crowd of people watching the rally. She was a mother of two and the host of a local radio program called "Taste of Tejano." The people injured range in age from 8 to 47, according to police. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Named in the new federal charges were 22-year-old Fedo Antonia Manning, Ronnel Dewayne Williams Jr., 21, and Chaelyn Hendrick Groves, 19, all from Kansas City. Manning is charged with one count each of conspiracy to traffic firearms and engaging in firearm sales without a license, and 10 counts of making a false statement on a federal form. Williams and Groves are charged with making false statements in the acquisition of firearms, and lying to a federal agent.

    


According to online court records, Manning made his initial appearance Wednesday. He did not have an attorney listed, but asked that one be appointed for him. The online court record for Williams and Groves also did not list any attorneys to comment on their behalf.
A phone call to the federal public defender's office in Kansas City on Wednesday went unanswered.
The new complaints made public Wednesday do not allege that the men were among the shooters. Instead, they are accused of involvement in straw purchases and trafficking firearms.
"Stopping straw buyers and preventing illegal firearms trafficking is our first line of defense against gun violence," Moore said in the news release. 
Federal prosecutors said that one weapon recovered at the rally scene was an Anderson Manufacturing AM-15 .223-caliber pistol, found along a wall with a backpack next to two AR-15-style firearms and a backpack. The release said the firearm was in the "fire" position with 26 rounds in a magazine capable of holding 30 rounds -- meaning some rounds may have been fired from it.
The affidavit stated that Manning bought the AM-15 from a gun store in Lee's Summit, Missouri, a Kansas City suburb, on Aug. 7, 2022. It accuses him of illegally trafficking dozens of firearms, including many AM-15s.

    


Also recovered at the scene was a Stag Arms 300-caliber pistol that the complaint said was purchased by Williams during a gun show in November. Prosecutors say Williams bought the gun for Groves, who accompanied him to the show but was too young to legally purchase a gun for himself.
Prosecutors say Manning and Williams also bought firearm receivers, gun parts also known as frames that can be built into complete weapons by adding other, sometimes non-regulated components.
The complaint said Manning was the straw buyer of guns later sold to a confidential informant in a separate investigation.
___ Jim Salter in St. Louis and Lindsey Whitehurst in Washington, D.C., contributed to this report.
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Prosecutor urges jury to convict Michigan school shooter's dad, says he could have prevented tragedy

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    James Crumbley, the father of Michigan school shooter Ethan Crumbley, has chosen not to testify in his own defense. He's charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health.
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            James Crumbley, the father of Michigan school shooter Ethan Crumbley, has chosen not to testify in his own defense. He's charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health.
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James Crumbley, the father of Michigan school shooter Ethan Crumbley, has chosen not to testify in his own defense. He's charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health.
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            Detroit-area jury begins deliberating case against father of Oxford High School shooter

        
        
            A jury in Michigan heard closing arguments and is deliberating the involuntary manslaughter case against the Oxford High School shooter's father


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Detroit-area jury begins deliberating case against father of Oxford High School shooter
A jury in Michigan heard closing arguments and is deliberating the involuntary manslaughter case against the Oxford High School shooter's father
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    [image: Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald demonstrates how swiftly she was able to insert a gun lock during closing statements in the trial of James Crumbley, Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: James Crumbley enters the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews, Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. Jury deliberations are set to resume Thursday. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Mariell Lehman attorney for James Crumbley makes closing statements in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: James Crumbley turns to look for family members after it was announced they were present in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. Jury deliberations are set to resume Thursday. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Karen Crumbley, the sister of James Crumbley takes the stand in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. James Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Nicole Beausoleil mother of Madisyn Baldwin, who was killed in a mass shooting at Oxford High School in 2021, becomes emotional as Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald makes closing statements that include autopsy reports in the trial against James Crumbley on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: A cart-load of evidence is brought in by the Oakland County Prosecutors for their closing arguments in the case against James Crumbley in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Closing arguments begin in the trial against James Crumbley, standing at left, in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Photos of the four students killed in the Oxford High School shooting appear on a screen as closing arguments begin in the trial of James Crumbley who sits second from left in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: James Crumbley raises his right hand to swear he aware of his rights and has chosen not to testify in his case in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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                                        PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) -- A prosecutor urged jurors to convict the father of a Michigan school shooter on Wednesday, saying he ignored the "easiest, most glaring opportunities" to prevent the killing of four students, especially when confronted with his son's violent classroom drawing.
Instead of taking Ethan Crumbley home, James Crumbley left Oxford High School with his wife and made DoorDash runs, passing near their home during deliveries, prosecutor Karen McDonald said.
He didn't check the house for a gun similar to one in the drawing until news of the shooting started to spread in the small community. That's when he frantically called 911 and said the gun was missing -- and his 15-year-old son could be the killer.
"There were 1,800 students at Oxford High School," McDonald said. "There was one parent who suspected their son was a school shooter, and it was James Crumbley. You know what that's called? That's called foreseeability."

    


Parents are not responsible for everything their kids do, she said later, but "this is a very egregious and rare set of facts."
A jury of six men and six women will resume deliberations Thursday after meeting for roughly 90 minutes Wednesday.




Crumbley, 47, is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to safely secure the gun used by Ethan and not seeking help for the boy's mental distress.
Parents in Michigan have a "legal duty" to exercise reasonable care to prevent their child from harming others, the prosecutor said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"James Crumbley was presented with the easiest, most glaring opportunities to prevent the deaths of four students and he did nothing," McDonald said. "He did nothing -- over and over and over again."
The boy took the gun to school, killing four students and wounding seven more people on Nov. 30, 2021. Investigators said a cable that could have locked the gun was still in its package.

    


McDonald demonstrated for the jury how to use it, picking up the murder weapon, inserting a lock and removing the keys.
"Ten seconds," she said, "of the easiest, simplest thing." 
Ethan's mental state was declining: He made a macabre drawing of a gun and a wounded man on a math assignment and added disturbing phrases, "The thoughts won't stop. Help me. Blood everywhere. The world is dead."
But the parents declined to take Ethan home following a brief meeting at the school, accepting only a list of mental health providers. They didn't tell school staff that a Sig Sauer 9 mm handgun had been purchased by James Crumbley just four days earlier.
Ethan called it "my beauty" on social media. He pulled it from his backpack and began shooting. No one had checked the bag.
Earlier in November 2021, he wrote in his journal that he needed help for his mental health "but my parents don't listen to me so I can't get any help."
Defense attorney Mariell Lehman rested her case after calling just one witness, Ethan's aunt. James Crumbley declined to testify, telling the judge he understood the risks and benefits of speaking to the jury. 
In her closing remarks, Lehman said the father didn't know that Ethan knew where to find the gun. She also noted that school officials didn't seem to think the teen was an immediate threat to others.

    


A day earlier, a teacher saw him looking up bullets on his phone.
"They saw images that weren't concerning, that are common, that other kids write and draw about," Lehman said of the anguished drawing on the math paper. "The concern was that he was sad and needed to talk to someone."
James Crumbley "had no idea" that his son was capable of a mass shooting, she said.
"You can come up with your own reasonable doubt. You're not limited with what I come up with," Lehman said.
The Oxford victims were Justin Shilling, 17, Madisyn Baldwin, 17, Hana St. Juliana, 14, and Tate Myre, 16.
The Crumbleys are the first U.S. parents to be charged with having criminal responsibility for a mass school shooting committed by a child. Jennifer Crumbley, 45, was convicted of involuntary manslaughter last month.
Testifying at her own trial, she told the jury that she wouldn't have done anything differently.
Ethan Crumbley, now 17, is serving a life prison sentence for murder and terrorism.
___
Follow Ed White on X, formerly Twitter: https://twitter.com/edwritez
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Putin warns again that Russia is ready to use nuclear weapons if its sovereignty is threatened

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Vladimir Putin said that Russia is ready to use nuclear weapons but expressed hope that the U.S. would refrain from actions that could trigger a nuclear conflict.
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President Vladimir Putin said that Russia is ready to use nuclear weapons but expressed hope that the U.S. would refrain from actions that could trigger a nuclear conflict.
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            Aftermath of deadly Russian airstrike in Ukraine

        
        
            A Russian missile strike in central Ukraine killed several people and wounded 43, including 12 children, Ukrainian officials said. (Mar 13).
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A Russian missile strike in central Ukraine killed several people and wounded 43, including 12 children, Ukrainian officials said. (Mar 13).
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an interview with Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an interview with Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an interview with Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services personnel work at an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, an apartment building is seen destroyed by a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. At least a few people were killed and dozens more were wounded on Tuesday evening as the result of a Russian missile strike on Zelenskyy's hometown. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services work to save injured people at an apartment building destroyed by Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services work to save injured people at an apartment building destroyed by Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9
In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services work to save injured people at an apartment building destroyed by Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services work to save injured people trapped under an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, emergency services work to save injured people trapped under an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Sumy, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin is interviewed by Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, back to a camera, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin is interviewed by Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, back to a camera, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking during an interview with Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking during an interview with Rossiya Segodnya International Media Group Director General Dmitry Kiselev, in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a woman with a child stand in a yard after evacuation from an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A few people were killed and dozens more were wounded on Tuesday evening as the result of a Russian missile strike on Zelenskyy's hometown. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a woman with a child stand in a yard after evacuation from an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A few people were killed and dozens more were wounded on Tuesday evening as the result of a Russian missile strike on Zelenskyy's hometown. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, bodies killed in an apartment building are seen covered in a yard after a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. At least a few people were killed and dozens more were wounded on Tuesday evening as the result of a Russian missile strike on Zelenskyy's hometown. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, bodies killed in an apartment building are seen covered in a yard after a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. At least a few people were killed and dozens more were wounded on Tuesday evening as the result of a Russian missile strike on Zelenskyy's hometown. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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                                        President Vladimir Putin said Wednesday that Russia is ready to use nuclear weapons if its sovereignty or independence is threatened, issuing another blunt warning to the West just days before an election in which he's all but certain to secure another six-year term.
The Russian leader has repeatedly talked about his readiness to use nuclear weapons since launching a full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022. The most recent such threat came in his state-of-the-nation address last month, when he warned the West that deepening its involvement in the fighting in Ukraine would risk a nuclear war. 
Asked in an interview with Russian state television released early Wednesday if he has ever considered using battlefield nuclear weapons in Ukraine, Putin responded that there has been no need for that. He also noted that he doesn't think that the world is heading for a nuclear war, describing U.S. President Joe Biden as a veteran politician who fully understands the possible dangers of escalation.

    


When asked for U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' reaction to Putin's remarks, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said that "all rhetoric that could lead to miscalculation or escalation with obvious catastrophic consequences for the world must be avoided."




Putin's comments appeared to be a message to the West that he's prepared to use all means to protect his gains in Ukraine. He said that in line with the country's security doctrine, Moscow is ready to use nuclear weapons in case of a threat to "the existence of the Russian state, our sovereignty and independence."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"All that is written in our strategy, we haven't changed it," he said.
In an apparent reference to NATO allies that support Kyiv, he also declared that "the nations that say they have no red lines regarding Russia should realize that Russia won't have any red lines regarding them either."

    


Lithuania's foreign minister, Gabrielius Landsbergis, recently lamented that the West too often constrains itself with self-imposed "red lines" regarding Russia. He also welcomed a comment by French President Emmanuel Macron that the possibility of Western troops being sent to Ukraine couldn't be ruled out.
Putin noted the statements from Biden and his administration that the U.S. wasn't going to send its troops to Ukraine. He charged that if the U.S. acts otherwise, Moscow would see the American troops as invaders and act accordingly. He claimed that even if some NATO allies deploy troops to Ukraine, it won't change the course of the war.
"If it turns to official foreign military contingents, I'm sure it will not change the situation on the battlefield ... just as the weapons supplies haven't changed anything," he said. 
In the wake of recent battlefield gains, Putin argued that Ukraine and its Western allies will eventually have to accept a deal to end the war on Russian terms.
"It shouldn't be a break for the enemy to rearm, but a serious talk involving the guarantees of security for the Russian Federation," he said.
Putin said that a recent spike in Ukrainian drone attacks deep inside Russia is part of efforts to derail the country's three-day presidential election, which starts Friday and which he's set to win by a landslide, given his near total crackdown on dissent and tight control over Russia's political system.

    


Russian authorities reported another major attack by Ukrainian drones early Wednesday. The Defense Ministry said air defenses downed 58 drones over six regions. One of the drones hit an oil refinery in the Ryazan region, injuring at least two people and sparking a fire. Another was downed as it was approaching a refinery near St. Petersburg.
Along with drone attacks on facilities deep inside Russian territory, Ukrainian forces have launched a series of successful attacks on Russia's naval and air assets in the Black Sea region with sea drones and missiles. The strikes have crippled Moscow's naval capability and forced it to limit its operations in the Black Sea.
Earlier this week, Russian media reported that the Russian navy chief, Adm. Nikolai Yevmenov, was fired and replaced with Northern Fleet commander, Alexander Moiseyev. The Kremlin and the Defense Ministry haven't yet confirmed the reshuffle, which Russian commentators linked to the latest Black Sea Fleet's mishaps.

    


Ukraine, meanwhile, reported more Russian attacks early Wednesday.
A Russian strike killed two people and wounded another five in the town of Myrnohrad in the eastern region of Donetsk, about 30 kilometers (about 20 miles) from the front line, according to Gov. Vadym Filashkin. Local rescuers managed to pull a 13-year-old girl out of the rubble of an apartment building.
A five-story building in the northern city of Sumy was struck by a drone launched from Russia overnight, killing two people and wounding eight, according to the regional administration.

    


In Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's hometown, the death toll from a Russian missile attack the previous night rose to five, Gov. Serhii Lysak said. He said that 43 people were wounded in Kryvyi Rih, including 12 children, the youngest a 2-month-old infant.
"Every day our cities and villages suffer similar attacks. Every day Ukraine loses people because of Russian evil," Zelenskyy said. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Judge dismisses some charges against Trump in the Georgia 2020 election interference case

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The judge overseeing the Georgia 2020 election interference case has dismissed some of the charges against ex-President Donald Trump, but others remain
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[image: Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides in court, Feb. 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks, March 9, 2024, in Rome, Ga. A federal judge on Tuesday, March 12, approved the $92 million bond put up by Trump to ensure that writer E. Jean Carroll will receive a jury award for his verbal attacks against her if it survives appeals. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The judge overseeing the Georgia 2020 election interference case on Wednesday dismissed some of the charges against former President Donald Trump and others, but the rest of the sweeping racketeering indictment remains intact. 
Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee quashed six counts in the indictment, including three against Trump, the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee. But the judge left in place other counts -- including 10 facing Trump -- and said prosecutors could seek a new indictment to try to reinstate the ones he dismissed.
The ruling is a blow for Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis, who already is facing an effort to have her removed from the prosecution over her romantic relationship with a colleague. It's the first time charges in any of Trump's four criminal cases have been dismissed, with the judge saying prosecutors failed to provide enough detail about the alleged crime. 

    


The sprawling indictment charges Trump and more than a dozen other defendants with violating Georgia's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, known as RICO. The case uses a statute normally associated with mobsters to accuse the former president, lawyers and other aides of a "criminal enterprise" to keep him in power after he lost the 2020 election to Democrat Joe Biden. 




Defense attorneys applauded the ruling, which came after challenges to the indictment from Trump, former New York mayor and current Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani, former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows and attorneys John Eastman, Ray Smith and Robert Cheeley. They have all pleaded not guilty. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The ruling is a correct application of the law, as the prosecution failed to make specific allegations of any alleged wrongdoing on those counts," Trump attorney Steve Sadow said. "The entire prosecution of President Trump is political, constitutes election interference, and should be dismissed."

    


Jeff DiSantis, a spokesperson for Willis, declined to comment other than to say prosecutors were reviewing the ruling. 
The six challenged counts charge the defendants with soliciting public officers to violate their oaths. One count stems from a phone call Trump made to Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, a fellow Republican, on Jan. 2, 2021, in which Trump urged Raffensperger to "find 11,780 votes." 
Another of the dismissed counts accuses Trump of soliciting then-Georgia House Speaker David Ralston to violate his oath of office by calling a special session of the legislature to unlawfully appoint presidential electors.
McAfee said the counts did not allege sufficient detail regarding the nature of the violations. 
"The lack of detail concerning an essential legal element is, in the undersigned's opinion, fatal," McAfee wrote. "They do not give the Defendants enough information to prepare their defenses intelligently."
McAfee's order leaves Meadows facing only a RICO charge. Jim Durham, a lawyer for Meadows, declined to comment. The order quashed three of 13 counts against Giuliani. 

    


"There simply was not enough detail to put the defendants on notice of what to defend against," Giuliani's attorney Allyn Stockton said, adding that the ruling "effectively removes nearly 25% of the charges" against his client.
McAfee wrote that prosecutors could seek a reindictment to supplement the six dismissed counts. Even if the statute of limitations has expired, the judge gave the state six months to resubmit the case to a grand jury. Prosecutors could also ask for permission to appeal the ruling. The case has yet to be scheduled for trial. 
The ruling comes as McAfee is considering a bid to have Willis disqualified from the case over what defense attorneys say is a conflict of interest due to her romantic relationship with special prosecutor Nathan Wade. McAfee is expected to rule by the end of this week on the disqualification bid, which would throw the most sprawling of the four criminal cases against Trump into question. 
Willis, who has said their relationship ended months ago, has said there is no conflict of interest and no reason to remove her from the case. 

    


The nearly 100-page Georgia indictment details dozens of alleged acts by Trump or his allies to undo his defeat, including harassing an election worker, who faced false claims of fraud, and attempting to persuade Georgia lawmakers to ignore the will of voters and appoint a new slate of Electoral College electors favorable to Trump.
Of the 19 people originally charged in the indictment, four have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. They include prominent Trump allies and attorneys Sidney Powell and Kenneth Chesebro.
The Georgia case covers some of the same ground as the federal case in Washington brought by special counsel Jack Smith that charges Trump with conspiring to overturn his election loss in a desperate bid to stay in power. Trump is charged separately by Smith with hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate and thwarting government efforts to retrieve them. 
Trump is scheduled to go to trial later this month in the New York case accusing him of falsifying his company's internal records to hide the true nature of payments to a former lawyer who helped Trump bury negative stories during his 2016 presidential campaign.
___
Richer reported from Boston. 
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Israel says it plans to direct Palestinians out of Rafah ahead of anticipated offensive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Starving Palestinians in northern Gaza, mostly children, queued to fill their pots at a makeshift kitchen set up by volunteers on the first day of Ramadan in the Jabaliya refugee camp. (AP video shot by Mahmoud Issa) (Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Starving Palestinians in Gaza refugee camp receive hot meals from volunteers at start of Ramadan

        
        
            Starving Palestinians in northern Gaza, mostly children, queued to fill their pots at a makeshift kitchen set up by volunteers on the first day of Ramadan in the Jabaliya refugee camp. (AP video shot by Mahmoud Issa) (Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Israeli police say a Palestinian stabbed and wounded two people at a checkpoint near Jerusalem before being shot and killed

        
        
            Israeli police say a Palestinian stabbed and wounded two people at a checkpoint near Jerusalem before being shot and killed Wednesday. AP video shot by Mahmoud Ilian.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israeli police say a Palestinian stabbed and wounded two people at a checkpoint near Jerusalem before being shot and killed
Israeli police say a Palestinian stabbed and wounded two people at a checkpoint near Jerusalem before being shot and killed Wednesday. AP video shot by Mahmoud Ilian.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Palestinians line up for a free meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: Palestinians walk by a pier that could be used to bring humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip in Khan Younis on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: An Israeli tank moves near the Gaza Strip border in southern Israel, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- The Israeli military said Wednesday it plans to direct a significant portion of the 1.4 million displaced Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip's southernmost town of Rafah toward "humanitarian islands" in the center of the territory ahead of its planned offensive in the area.
The fate of the people in Rafah has been a major area of concern of Israel's allies -- including the United States -- and humanitarian groups, worried an offensive in the region densely crowded with so many displaced people would be a catastrophe. Rafah is also Gaza's main entry point for desperately needed aid.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said a Rafah offensive is crucial to achieve Israel's stated aim of destroying Hamas following the militants' Oct. 7 attack in which about 1,200 people, mostly civilians, were killed and around 250 taken hostage and brought into Gaza. Israel's invasion of Gaza has killed more than 31,000, according to Gaza health officials, left much of the enclave in ruins and displaced some 80% of Gaza's 2.3 million people.

    


Israel's chief military spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, said moving those in Rafah to the designated areas, which he said would be done in coordination with international actors, was a key part of the military's preparations for its anticipated invasion of Rafah, where Israel says Hamas maintains four battalions it wants to destroy.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rafah has swelled in size in the last months as Palestinians in Gaza have fled fighting in nearly every other corner of the territory. The town is covered in tents.
"We need to make sure that 1.4 million people or at least a significant amount of the 1.4 million will move. Where? To humanitarian islands that we will create with the international community," Hagari told reporters at a briefing.
Hagari said those islands would provide temporary housing, food, water and other necessities to evacuated Palestinians. He did not say when Rafah's evacuation would occur, nor when the Rafah offensive would begin, saying that Israel wanted the timing to be right operationally and to be coordinated with neighboring Egypt, which has said it does not want an influx of displaced Palestinians crossing its border.

    


The U.S. has been firm with Israel over its concerns about Rafah, and Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that Washington had yet to receive from Israel its plans for civilians there.
"We need to see a plan that will get civilians out of harm's way if there's a military operation in Rafah," he told reporters in Washington after convening a virtual ministerial meeting on Gaza aid with officials from the UN, the EU, Britain. Cyprus, Qatar and the UAE. "We've not yet seen such a plan."
At the start of the war, Israel directed evacuees to a slice of undeveloped land along Gaza's Mediterranean coast that it designated as a safe zone. But aid groups said there were no real plans in place to receive large numbers of displaced there. Israeli strikes also targeted the area.

    


More than 31,270 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza and most of its 2.3 million people forced from their homes, Gaza's Health Ministry says. The ministry doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count, but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead.
Israel blames the civilian death toll on Hamas because the militants fight in dense, residential areas. The military has said it has killed 13,000 Hamas fighters, without providing evidence.
Meanwhile, fighting continued across Gaza. An Israeli strike Wednesday hit a food distribution site in southern Gaza run by UNRWA, the U.N. agency that works with Palestinian refugees, killing one staff member from the agency and wounding 22 others.
The death brings to 165 the number of workers for the agency killed during the past five months of fighting, according to UNRWA.
Gaza's health authorities said a total of five people were killed in the strike on the yard of an UNRWA warehouse.
Hagari said the army was looking into the report.

    


The conflict has sparked a humanitarian disaster that has led to growing hunger. Aid delivery has been hobbled by Israeli restrictions, the ongoing hostilities and the breakdown of order inside Gaza, according to the United Nations. Israel denies it is restricting the entry of aid.
The crisis has been particularly acute in northern Gaza, Israel's initial target in the early weeks of the war. 
Hagari said Wednesday Israel plans to "flood the area" with aid, with plans to scale up the entry of goods from multiple points in northern Gaza, after half a dozen trucks delivered aid entered from the north on Tuesday as part of a pilot program. He did not say how many more trucks were expected to enter and at what frequency.
Hagari also said representatives from the U.S. military were expected in Israel this week to further coordinate a planned U.S. floating pier that will be built off the coast of Gaza, which he said would be "significant" for northern Gaza.

    


The U.S. and other countries have also been airdropping food into northern Gaza in recent weeks to help alleviate the crisis. Aid groups said air drops and bringing sea shipments are far less efficient and effective than bringing in food by truck.
___
Associated Press writer Matt Lee contributed to this report from Washington.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Another dangerous amoeba has been linked to neti pots and nasal rinsing. Here's what to know

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Neti pots are seen, Jan. 30, 2008, in Lexington, Ky. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, published a report that for the first time connects Acanthamoeba infections to use of Neti pots and other nasal rinsing devices. (Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader via AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For years, scientists have known people who use neti pots can become infected with a brain-eating amoeba if they use the wrong kind of water. On Wednesday, researchers linked a second kind of deadly amoeba to nasal rinsing.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published a report that for the first time connects Acanthamoeba infections to neti pots and other nasal rinsing devices.
Officials also renewed their warning that extremely rare, but potentially deadly, consequences can come from flushing nasal passages with common tap water.
"We published this study because we want people to be aware of this risk," said the CDC's Dr. Julia Haston.
What are neti pots?
Neti pots are one of the better known tools of nasal rinsing. They look like small teapots with long spouts, and usually are made of ceramic or plastic. 
Users fill them with a saline solution, then pour the liquid in one nostril. It comes out the other, draining the nasal passage of allergens and other bothersome contaminants. 

    


Neti pot use in the U.S. has boomed in the last couple of decades, driven in part by the increasing prevalence of allergies and other respiratory diseases, market researchers say.




There also are other methods of rinsing nasal passages, including specially shaped cups and squeezable plastic bottles. 
Why you shouldn't use untreated tap water in neti pots
Tap water in the U.S. is treated to meet safe drinking standards, but low levels of microscopic organisms can still be found in it. It's usually not a problem when people drink or cook with the water, but it can pose more of a danger when tap water is used for other purposes -- like in humidifiers or for nasal irrigation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CDC officials, citing a 2021 survey, say about one-third of U.S. adults incorrectly think tap water was free of bacteria and other microorganisms. Nearly two-thirds say tap water could be safely used for rinsing their sinuses.
The CDC recommends using boiled, sterile or distilled water. 

    


If tap water is used, it must be boiled for a minimum of one minute -- or three minutes at higher elevations -- before it is cooled and used, officials say.
Rare illnesses and nasal rinsing
More than a decade ago, health officials linked U.S. deaths from a brain-eating amoeba -- named Naegleria fowleri -- to nasal rinsing. More recently, they started to note nasal rinsing as a common theme in illnesses caused by another microscopic parasite, Acanthamoeba.
Acanthamoeba causes different kinds of illness but is still dangerous, with a 85% fatality rate in reported cases. 
"These infections are very serious and even life threatening," said Haston who was lead author of the report published in the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases.
The new study focused on 10 patients who fell ill between 1994 and 2022, three of whom died. Researchers say they can't be sure how the patients were infected, but they noted several commonalities: All had weakened immune systems and practiced nasal rinsing.
Seven patients reported nasal rinsing for relief of chronic sinus infections, and at least two of them used neti pots. Two other patients did nasal rinsing as part of a cleansing ritual that is part of Indian tradition.

    


What is Acanthamoeba?
This amoeba can be found naturally all over the environment -- in lakes, rivers, seawater and soil. 
It can cause diseases of the skin and sinuses, and can infect the brain, where it can cause a deadly form of inflammation. The microorganism also has been connected to non-fatal, but sight-threatening, eye infections, sometimes through contaminated contact lens solution.
U.S. health officials have identified about 180 infections from the single-cell organism since the first one was diagnosed in 1956. 
In the vast majority of cases, researcher don't know exactly how people became infected. But in reviewing cases in recent decades, CDC researchers increasingly received information that a number of the cases had done nasal rinsing, Haston said.
Research also has indicated it's common in tap water. A study done in Ohio in the 1990s found more than half of tap water samples studied contained the amoeba and similar microorganisms.

    


"It's very likely that we're all exposed to Acanthamoeba all the time," she said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Biden's fraying coalition and Trump's struggle with moderates: AP data shows nominees' challenges

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Before the 2020 election rematch between Joe Biden vs. Donald Trump, there were only six other times in U.S. history when the same two candidates confronted each other twice in races for the White House. How does the Biden-Trump sequel stack up to history?
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    [image: FILE - This combo image shows President Joe Biden, left, Jan. 5, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, right, Jan. 19, 2024. Biden and Trump have officially secured the requisite numbers of delegates to be considered their parties' presumptive nominees. The designation allows the candidates to coordinate directly with the national Democratic and Republican parties, although they aren't considered official nominees until the summer conventions. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 1 | FILE - This combo image shows President Joe Biden, left, Jan. 5, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, right, Jan. 19, 2024. Biden and Trump have officially secured the requisite numbers of delegates to be considered their parties' presumptive nominees. The designation allows the candidates to coordinate directly with the national Democratic and Republican parties, although they aren't considered official nominees until the summer conventions. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - This combo image shows President Joe Biden, left, Jan. 5, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, right, Jan. 19, 2024. Biden and Trump have officially secured the requisite numbers of delegates to be considered their parties' presumptive nominees. The designation allows the candidates to coordinate directly with the national Democratic and Republican parties, although they aren't considered official nominees until the summer conventions. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump have secured their party's nominations for president, setting up a rematch of the 2020 election.
While both men sailed through the primary season, their paths to a win in November will be more difficult.
An analysis of survey data from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and AP VoteCast highlights the two men's electoral challenges as they square up for a second contest. Polling from throughout Biden's time in office reveals a widespread sense of disappointment with Biden's performance as president, even among some of his most stalwart supporters, including Black adults. That's a sign that his winning coalition may be fraying and that as a result, Biden will need to work to build enthusiasm about his candidacy within his own base as well as among the moderates who helped propel him to victory in 2020.

    


Meanwhile, Trump, who has perennially struggled to broaden his appeal beyond his base, won his party's nomination with limited support from moderates and independents. That shortcoming wasn't an issue for the conservative GOP primary electorate, but it could turn into a bigger problem as Trump looks to November when those voters could play a pivotal role in deciding the election.
Some of Biden's most important groups are unhappy with his performance as president

The Democratic coalition that sent Biden to the White House came in with high hopes about his presidency -- which may have been a double-edged sword. AP-NORC polling shows that three years after Biden took office, the share of U.S. adults who approve of the way he's handling his job as president has fallen more than 20 percentage points, from 61% in early 2021 to 38% last month.




Nearly all Democrats, 97%, approved of Biden's job performance in an AP-NORC poll conducted in February 2021. That's down to 74% now, with even lower ratings when it comes to immigration and his handling of the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians. And it includes substantial erosion among some of Biden's most important constituencies. Only about half of Black adults have approved of Biden's job performance in recent months, down from 94% in early 2021 -- a huge decline in satisfaction among a cornerstone of the Democratic coalition.

    




    
        
            
                
    
    


    AP-NORC survey results showing President Joe Biden's approval over time


    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's approval rating has also fallen at least 20 percentage points among Hispanic adults, independents, young adults and moderates. According to last month's AP-NORC poll, he's now underwater among all four groups. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The economy has been a particular thorn in Biden's side since 2022, when inflation hit a 40-year high. Broad discontent over rising prices is reflected in Biden's approval regarding the economy: Just 34% approve in the latest AP-NORC poll, down from 55% in February 2021. An AP-NORC poll released last month found that 57% of U.S. adults think the national economy has gotten worse since Biden took office.
Trump showed weakness among moderates in the early primaries and caucuses

Although Trump won resoundingly in almost every state, the conservative Republican primary electorate is very different from the broader array of voters Trump will be trying to win over in November.

    


Unlike Biden's struggle with falling approval, Trump's challenge as president was an approval rating that started low and stayed low, with the bulk of his support coming from his Republican base. His post-presidency favorability rating has been similarly sticky: 36% of U.S. adults had a favorable view of Trump in January 2021, which was essentially unchanged in the recent February poll. And despite Biden's apparent weakness with Black and Hispanic adults, only about one-quarter of Black adults and about 4 in 10 Hispanic adults had a favorable view of Trump in February, which could make it harder for him to capitalize on those potential shortcomings.
There are serious risks for Trump if he can't broaden his appeal beyond his Republican base this time around. He lost moderates to Biden in 2020, and the first head-to-head Republican contests showed continued signs of trouble for Trump among these voters.
According to VoteCast surveys of the 2024 Republican primaries in New Hampshire and South Carolina, Trump won only about 3 in 10 independents in each state. His support from moderate Republicans was a little higher but still notably tepid: Between 46% and 51% of this group backed him in Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina.

    


Those groups were more skeptical than conservative Republicans (who overwhelmingly supported Trump in all three states) about Trump's ability to win a general election or govern as president. Roughly 6 in 10 moderate Republicans in New Hampshire and South Carolina were concerned that Trump is too extreme to win a general election, while 4 in 10 moderate Republicans in South Carolina said Trump doesn't have the mental capability to govern effectively as president.
Trump could have his best chance with white, moderate voters without a college degree. Those voters represent one of Trump's primary constituencies -- but he split voters in this group who identify as moderates by a margin of 48% to 50% in the last election. Biden's previous appeal to moderates of all backgrounds could cause problems for Trump.

    


A significant share of centrist Republicans have also indicated that they might not be willing to vote for Trump in the general election. Between 29% and 37% of Republican moderates in the early contests said they wouldn't vote for Trump if he became the nominee.
But while moderates are a relatively small share of the GOP electorate, they are crucial in general elections. About one-third of voters in the 2020 election identified as moderates. About half of those moderate voters identify as Democrats, with about one-third being Republicans.
And Trump now has less than a year to win over a group of voters who were less inclined to support him in 2020. According to AP VoteCast surveys from 2020, 62% of moderate voters backed Biden, while only about one-third, or 36%, voted for Trump.
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50 years later, Tommy John surgery remains a game-changer

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Dr. Frank Jobe, right, known for the development of the historic elbow procedure known as "Tommy John Surgery," speaks as he and Tommy John, left, are honored during a ceremony at Doubleday Field at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. , July 27, 2013. . (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | FILE - Dr. Frank Jobe, right, known for the development of the historic elbow procedure known as "Tommy John Surgery," speaks as he and Tommy John, left, are honored during a ceremony at Doubleday Field at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. , July 27, 2013. . (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers left-hander Tommy John delivers a pitch against Atlanta Braves during an opening day baseball game at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles, April 14, 1978. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/LM, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers left-hander Tommy John delivers a pitch against Atlanta Braves during an opening day baseball game at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles, April 14, 1978. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/LM, File)
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[image: FILE - Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers follows through on a pitch on his way to a 3-2 victory over the New York Mets at Shea Stadium in New York on Friday, June 15, 1974. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. An operation that changed everything. (AP Photo/Ray Stubblebine, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | FILE - Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers follows through on a pitch on his way to a 3-2 victory over the New York Mets at Shea Stadium in New York on Friday, June 15, 1974. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. An operation that changed everything. (AP Photo/Ray Stubblebine, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John yells as he charges off the mound after the final out in 4-1 victory over the Philadelphia Phillies to win the National League playoffs in Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1977. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John yells as he charges off the mound after the final out in 4-1 victory over the Philadelphia Phillies to win the National League playoffs in Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1977. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/File)
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[image: FILE - New York Yankees Tommy John pitches during a game against the Kansas City Royals at Yankee Stadium in New York, Aug. 8, 1986. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | FILE - New York Yankees Tommy John pitches during a game against the Kansas City Royals at Yankee Stadium in New York, Aug. 8, 1986. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)
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[image: FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John praises his late friend, Dr. Frank Jobe, during a memorial service at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, April 7, 2014. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John praises his late friend, Dr. Frank Jobe, during a memorial service at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, April 7, 2014. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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[image: FILE - Houston Astros pitcher Justin Verlander (35) warms up as head athletic trainer Jeremiah Randall observes during spring training baseball workouts, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Houston Astros' Justin Verlander responds to questions during a news interview before a baseball game against the New York Yankees Thursday, Aug. 3, 2023, in New York. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. Verlander won the AL Cy Young Award in 2022, two years after he had Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands on third base during the first inning of a spring training baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Phoenix, Sunday, March 3, 2024. Ohtani received a record-breaking $700 million contract from the Dodgers within months of his second major elbow operation.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands on third base during the first inning of a spring training baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Phoenix, Sunday, March 3, 2024. Ohtani received a record-breaking $700 million contract from the Dodgers within months of his second major elbow operation.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia Phillies baseball baseball player Bryce Harper poses Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | FILE - Philadelphia Phillies baseball baseball player Bryce Harper poses Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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        50 years later, Tommy John surgery remains a game-changer

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Dr. Frank Jobe, right, known for the development of the historic elbow procedure known as "Tommy John Surgery," speaks as he and Tommy John, left, are honored during a ceremony at Doubleday Field at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. , July 27, 2013. . (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)]
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FILE - Dr. Frank Jobe, right, known for the development of the historic elbow procedure known as "Tommy John Surgery," speaks as he and Tommy John, left, are honored during a ceremony at Doubleday Field at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. , July 27, 2013. . (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers left-hander Tommy John delivers a pitch against Atlanta Braves during an opening day baseball game at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles, April 14, 1978. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/LM, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers left-hander Tommy John delivers a pitch against Atlanta Braves during an opening day baseball game at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles, April 14, 1978. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/LM, File)
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FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers left-hander Tommy John delivers a pitch against Atlanta Braves during an opening day baseball game at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles, April 14, 1978. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/LM, File)
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[image: FILE - Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers follows through on a pitch on his way to a 3-2 victory over the New York Mets at Shea Stadium in New York on Friday, June 15, 1974. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. An operation that changed everything. (AP Photo/Ray Stubblebine, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | FILE - Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers follows through on a pitch on his way to a 3-2 victory over the New York Mets at Shea Stadium in New York on Friday, June 15, 1974. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. An operation that changed everything. (AP Photo/Ray Stubblebine, File)
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FILE - Tommy John of the Los Angeles Dodgers follows through on a pitch on his way to a 3-2 victory over the New York Mets at Shea Stadium in New York on Friday, June 15, 1974. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. An operation that changed everything. (AP Photo/Ray Stubblebine, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John yells as he charges off the mound after the final out in 4-1 victory over the Philadelphia Phillies to win the National League playoffs in Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1977. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - New York Yankees Tommy John pitches during a game against the Kansas City Royals at Yankee Stadium in New York, Aug. 8, 1986. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tommy John praises his late friend, Dr. Frank Jobe, during a memorial service at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, April 7, 2014. Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Dr. Frank Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days. Tommy John surgery. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: FILE - Houston Astros pitcher Justin Verlander (35) warms up as head athletic trainer Jeremiah Randall observes during spring training baseball workouts, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Houston Astros' Justin Verlander responds to questions during a news interview before a baseball game against the New York Yankees Thursday, Aug. 3, 2023, in New York. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. Verlander won the AL Cy Young Award in 2022, two years after he had Tommy John surgery.(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands on third base during the first inning of a spring training baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Phoenix, Sunday, March 3, 2024. Ohtani received a record-breaking $700 million contract from the Dodgers within months of his second major elbow operation.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia Phillies baseball baseball player Bryce Harper poses Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) -- There is a bridge that runs from Tommy John and Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974, all the way to Shohei Ohtani, Justin Verlander and Bryce Harper. A thread that connects an increasing number of baseball's biggest stars. Mostly on the mound, but at the plate, too.
An operation that changed everything.
Almost 50 years ago, on Sept. 25, 1974, Jobe reconstructed a torn ulnar collateral ligament in John's left arm. It was a pioneering achievement for Jobe and a lifeline for John, who went from a career-ending injury to 14 more years in the majors -- and an eponymous connection to sports medicine that would live on long past his playing days.
Tommy John surgery.
"I wouldn't still be standing here if it weren't for a surgery like this," Chicago White Sox pitcher Michael Kopech said. "It's doubled the length of my career."
Alongside arthroscopic surgery and ACL reconstruction, Tommy John is one of the biggest advancements in sports medicine in the last 50 years, according to Dr. Tim Kremchek, a longtime physician for the Cincinnati Reds.

    


"It (has) just prolonged and saved so many careers," he said. "Not just in baseball, but now for some other sports that we're doing it for so many other athletes, especially overhead athletes. But in terms of baseball, I think it's allowed us to see some of the greatest players in the world continue to play for a long period of time."




The roots of the surgery can be found in Jobe's work at Rancho Los Amigos, a Southern California hospital, where doctors used tendon transfers to help people with polio.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jobe just applied the same concept to John's elbow. He removed the palmaris longus tendon from John's right arm, drilled four holes in his left elbow and then used the tendon to replace the torn ligament.
"It wasn't a new idea," Jobe said in July 2013, about seven months before he died. "It was just new for the elbow."

    


The actual surgery largely remains the same as the one Jobe performed in 1974. But doctors have made improvements in terms of protecting the ulnar nerve, along with avoiding excessive scarring, putting the ligament in the right place and creating the proper tension.
The evolution of the procedure -- along with the physical evolution of the players themselves -- is seen in the results on the field.
Verlander won the AL Cy Young Award in 2022, two years after he had Tommy John surgery. Kopech had the operation in 2018, and he averaged 95.2 mph on his fastball last season. Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow had Tommy John in 2021, and he struck out 162 batters in a career-high 120 innings last year. Harper, who had the procedure in November 2022, returned to Philadelphia's lineup in May.
Then, of course, there's Ohtani, who received a record-breaking $700 million contract from the Los Angeles Dodgers within months of his second major elbow operation.
"If you put it in dollars and cents, I think there's no question that Tommy John is the most valuable reconstructive procedure there is," said Dr. Neal ElAttrache, the head team physician for the Dodgers and the NFL's Los Angeles Rams.

    


Following thousands of successful Tommy John surgeries -- everyone from middle schoolers to major leaguers -- the biggest challenge for players just might be the monotony of the lengthy rehab process.
The arm that had the surgery is in a cast at an approximately 90-degree angle for about 10 days following the operation. After it comes off and the stitches are removed, it takes months to recover the full range of motion. That's all before the player starts throwing again on flat ground.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

It typically takes at least a year before a big leaguer returns to the majors.
"I remember the very first day of throwing," said Dodgers pitcher Tony Gonsolin, who had surgery on Sept. 1. "It was like 30 throws, nice and easy, and just felt super foreign, like I'd never thrown before. Took some video on it, and they did not look pretty at all. Then I threw a couple days later and it felt much better."
As Gonsolin makes his way through the process, he is grateful for the opportunity presented by Tommy John -- one he knows wasn't available to big leaguers before 1974.

    


"I think the evolution of the surgery and just the sheer medical breakthrough from it allows to extend people's careers," he said.
"It gives everybody a second opportunity."
The operation was a source of pride for Jobe later in life. ElAttrache recalled being at a dinner with his wife after the Baseball Hall of Fame honored Jobe and his work. He was seated at a table with Jobe, John and Hall of Fame pitcher Sandy Koufax -- whose illustrious career ended at age 30 due to chronic elbow pain.
"Frank said, 'Sandy, the only bittersweet part of this, I wish I would have been smart enough to think of this a few years earlier. You would have been pitching a lot longer,'" ElAttrache said.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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In 'Bob Marley: One Love' film, what's his faith? And why is marijuana deemed holy to the Rastafari?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Jamaican Reggae singer Bob Marley performs in front of an audience of 40,000 during a festival concert of Reggae in Paris, France, July 4, 1980. The biopic ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Jamaican Reggae singer Bob Marley performs in front of an audience of 40,000 during a festival concert of Reggae in Paris, France, July 4, 1980. The biopic "Bob Marley: One Love" has been a box office hit in the United States and several other countries. The film, starring Kingsley Ben-Adir, is focused on the Rastafari legend's story during the making of his 1977 album "Exodus" while leading up to his impactful concert in his native Jamaica. (AP Photo/Jacques Langevin, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The biopic "Bob Marley: One Love" has been a box-office hit in the United States and several other countries. The film, starring Kingsley Ben-Adir, is focused on the Rastafari legend's story during the making of his 1977 album "Exodus" while leading up to a momentous concert in his native Jamaica. 
The Rastafari faith is rooted in the Caribbean island in the 1930s. Its message was spread across the world in the 1970s by Marley -- the faith's most famous exponent. For decades, Rastafari have been prosecuted for their ritualistic use of marijuana. Some of those laws have eased, granting Rastafari sacramental authorization to grow the marijuana they deem sacred.
Here is a quick look at the faith's beliefs and history:
WHAT DO RASTAFARI BELIEVE?
The Rastafari faith is rooted in 1930s Jamaica, growing as a response by Black people to white colonial oppression. The beliefs are a melding of Old Testament teachings and a desire to return to Africa. 

    


Both are crucial to Marley's lyrics and worldview. In " The Bible and Bob Marley: Half the Story Has Never Been Told," author Dean A. MacNeil writes that Marley's personal Bible was a King James version. It included on its cover a photocopied image of the late Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie, who is worshipped by most Rastafari.




The Rastafari message was spread across the world in the 1970s by Marley and Peter Tosh, another Jamaican reggae legend and globally known Rastafari.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the film "One Love," the actor who plays Marley mentions "Jah" several times. 
That's because Rastafari's personal relationship with "Jah," or God, is considered central to the faith. 
Rastafari reject materialist values and often practice a strict oneness with nature. They also let their hair grow, uncombed, into dreadlocks.
In several scenes in the film -- produced with the involvement of the Marley estate -- Marley sings to large crowds of people who wave Rastafari flags in the green, gold and red colors of the faith.

    


WHY DO RASTAFARI USE SACRAMENTAL MARIJUANA?
Rastafari followers believe the use of marijuana is directed in biblical passages and that the "holy herb" induces a meditative state and brings them closer to the divine. The faithful smoke it as a sacrament in chalice pipes or cigarettes called "spliffs," add it to plant-based organic stews and place it in fires as a burnt offering.
For decades, many have been jailed and endured racial and religious profiling by law enforcement because of their marijuana use. Many also were treated as second-class citizens across the Caribbean islands, looked down on for their dreadlocks and use of marijuana.
WHO BROUGHT MARIJUANA TO THE CARIBBEAN?
"Ganja," as marijuana is known in the Caribbean, has a long history in Jamaica, and its arrival predates the Rastafari faith. Indentured servants from India brought the cannabis plant to the island in the 19th century, and it gained popularity as a medicinal herb.
As public opinion and policy continues to shift across the world toward the legalization of marijuana for both medical and recreational purposes, Rastafari are demanding for broader relaxation to curb persecution and ensure freedom of worship.

    


Some nations, including the Caribbean nation of Antigua & Barbuda, have granted the Rastafari authorization to grow and smoke the herb that they deem holy.
WHO IS HAILE SELASSIE?
In one of the first scenes of the film, Marley mentions this name. That's because most of the many Rastafari sects worship Selassie. This is rooted in Jamaican Black nationalist leader Marcus Garvey's 1920s prediction that a "Black king shall be crowned" in Africa, ushering in a "day of deliverance." 
When an Ethiopian prince named Ras Tafari, who took the name Haile Selassie I, became emperor in 1930, the descendants of the enslaved in Jamaica took it as proof that Garvey's prophecy was being fulfilled. When Selassie visited Jamaica in 1966, he was greeted by adoring crowds, and some Rastafari insisted miracles and other mystical occurrences took place during his visit to the island.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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US lawmakers say TikTok won't be banned if it finds a new owner. But that's easier said than done

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A TikTok sign is displayed on their building in Culver City, Calif., Monday, March 11, 2024. House Republicans are moving ahead with a bill that would require Chinese company ByteDance to sell TikTok or face a ban in the United States even as President Donald Trump is voicing opposition to the effort. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | A TikTok sign is displayed on their building in Culver City, Calif., Monday, March 11, 2024. House Republicans are moving ahead with a bill that would require Chinese company ByteDance to sell TikTok or face a ban in the United States even as President Donald Trump is voicing opposition to the effort. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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[image: People work inside the TikTok Inc. building in Culver City, Calif., Monday, March 11, 2024. House Republicans are moving ahead with a bill that would require Chinese company ByteDance to sell TikTok or face a ban in the United States even as President Donald Trump is voicing opposition to the effort. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        U.S. lawmakers are threatening to ban TikTok but also say they are giving its Chinese parent company a chance to keep it running. 
The premise of a bipartisan bill passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on Wednesday is that TikTok fans in the U.S. can keep scrolling through their favorite social media app so long as Beijing-based ByteDance gives up on owning it. 
"It doesn't have to be this painful for ByteDance," U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, an Illinois Democrat and bill co-sponsor, recently posted on X. "They could make it a lot easier on themselves by simply divesting @tiktok_us. It's their choice." 
But it's not going to be as simple as lawmakers are making it sound, according to experts. 





WHO WOULD BUY TIKTOK?

While some people have voiced an interest in buying TikTok's U.S. business -- among them "Shark Tank" star Kevin O'Leary -- there are a number of challenges including a 6-month deadline to get it done.
"Somebody would have to actually be ready to shell out the large amount of money that this product and system is worth," said Stanford University researcher Graham Webster, who studies Chinese technology policy and U.S.-China relations. "But even if somebody has deep enough pockets and is ready to go into negotiating to purchase, this sort of matchmaking on acquisitions is not quick."
Big tech companies could afford it but would likely face intense scrutiny from antitrust regulators in both the U.S. and China. Then again, if the bill actually becomes law and survives First Amendment court challenges, it could make TikTok cheaper to buy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"One of the main effects of the legislation would be to decrease the sale price," said Matt Perault, director of the University of North Carolina's Center on Technology Policy, which gets funding from TikTok and other tech companies. "As you approach that 180-day clock, the pressure on the company to sell or risk being banned entirely would be high, which would mean probably the acquirers could get it at a lower price."

    



HOW WOULD IT WORK?

The bill -- which now moves to the U.S. Senate -- calls for prohibiting TikTok in the U.S. but makes an exception if there's a "qualified divestiture."
That could only happen if the U.S. president determines "through an interagency process" that TikTok is "no longer being controlled by a foreign adversary," according to the bill. Not only that, but the new U.S.-based TikTok would have to completely cut ties with ByteDance. That includes no more "cooperation with respect to the operation of a content recommendation algorithm or an agreement with respect to data sharing."
It reflects longstanding concerns that Chinese authorities could force ByteDance to hand over data on the 170 million Americans who use TikTok. The worry stems from a set of Chinese national security laws that compel organizations to assist with intelligence gathering.
It's an unusual bill in the way that it targets a single company. Typically, a government group led by the Treasury secretary called the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, or CFIUS, will review whether such a sale would pose any national security threats. 

    



HASN'T THIS HAPPENED BEFORE?

Yes. The Trump administration brokered a deal in 2020 that would have had U.S. corporations Oracle and Walmart take a large stake in TikTok on national security grounds. 
The deal would have also made Oracle responsible for hosting all TikTok's U.S. user data and securing computer systems to ensure national security requirements are satisfied. Microsoft also made a failed bid for TikTok that its CEO Satya Nadella later described as the "strangest thing I've ever worked on."
Instead of congressional action, the 2020 arrangement was in response to then-President Donald Trump's series of executive actions targeting TikTok. 
But the sale never went through for a number of reasons. Trump's executive orders got held up in court as the 2020 presidential election loomed. China also had imposed stricter export controls on its technology providers.

    


Incoming President Joe Biden in 2021 reversed course and dropped the legal proceedings. Now Biden says he's in favor a bill that would ban TikTok if ByteDance won't divest, and Trump is not.
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The treated discharge from Japan's ruined Fukushima nuclear plant is safe, IAEA chief says on visit

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The head of the U.N. atomic agency visited Japan's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power on Wednesday and examined its ongoing discharge of the treated radioactive wastewater into the sea. International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Rafael Grossi told local Japanese representatives at a meeting in Fukushima on Wednesday that the ongoing discharge of treated radioactive wastewater at the ruined nuclear power plant has met safety standards.
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    [image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, center, visits a facility for sampling treated and diluted radioactive water at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, right, is guided by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) President Tomoaki Kobayakawa, left, at a facility for sampling treated and diluted radioactive water at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by TEPCO, in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Rafael Grossi attends a meeting with local officials and representatives from fishing and business groups in Iwaki, northeast of Tokyo, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The head of the U.N. atomic agency on Wednesday told local Japanese representatives at the meeting in the Fukushima city that the ongoing discharge of treated radioactive wastewater at the ruined nuclear power plant has met safety standards and that any restrictions on products from the region are ]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, center right, and Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) President Tomoaki Kobayakawa, center left, speak at a facility for sampling treated and diluted radioactive water at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by TEPCO, in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi speaks to journalists after touring the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi reacts as he listens to a question from a journalist after touring the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, center, is guided at a facility for the sampling treated and diluted radioactive water to sea from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, second left, is guided at a facility for sampling treated and diluted radioactive water at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO), in Futaba town, northeastern Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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                                        FUTABA, Japan (AP) -- The head of the U.N. atomic agency observed firsthand the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant's ongoing radioactive wastewater discharges for the first time since the contentious program began months ago and called it an "encouraging start."
International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Rafael Grossi watched treated radioactive water being mixed with massive amounts of seawater and examined a water sampling station. He was escorted by utility Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings president Tomoaki Kobayakawa.
The discharges have been opposed by fishing groups and neighboring countries including China, which banned all imports of Japanese seafood immediately after the release began.
An 2011 earthquake and tsunami damaged the Fukushima plant's power supply and reactor cooling functions, triggering meltdowns of three reactors and causing large amounts of radioactive wastewater to accumulate. After more than a decade of cleanup work, the plant began discharging the water after treating it and diluting it with seawater on Aug. 24, starting a process that's expected to take decades.

    


Grossi last visited the plant in July after issuing an IAEA review predicting only negligible impact from the discharges. An IAEA comprehensive report later concluded that the discharges meet international safety standards.




Grossi said an IAEA office and a laboratory at the plant have been carrying out their own, independent evaluations of the discharges, and results had been in line with what they expected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We never say 'this is done' or 'this is okay' because there is a long way to go," he said. "I would say it's a very positive and encouraging start."
Grossi also met with local officials and representatives from fishing and business groups and reassured them that the discharges are being carried out "with no impact to the environment, water, fish and sediment."

    


"There is no scientific reason to impose any restriction on products coming from us," Grossi said.
He later told reporters that he is aware of "observations made by China" and noted that "I have an ongoing and very constructive dialogue with China regarding the operation here."
He asserted that "the authority and the impartiality of what the IAEA does cannot be put into question," adding that he was "very confident that the dialogue with China and with other countries will be constructive and we will be able to provide all the assurances as required."
China's ban on Japanese seafood mostly hit scallop exporters in Hokkaido. Tokyo has earmarked a fund of more than 100 billion yen ($680 million) that includes compensation and other support, including measures to help find other export destinations.
Despite earlier fears that the water discharge would further hurt Fukushima's hard-hit fishing industry, it has not damaged its reputation domestically.
Grossi stressed the importance of "transparency, technical accuracy and wide open, honest dialogue and consultation."
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's government has reversed earlier plans for a nuclear phaseout and is accelerating the use of nuclear power in response to rising fuel costs related to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and pressure to meet decarbonization goals.
On Thursday, Grossi will hold talks with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and is expected to discuss further cooperation between the IAEA and Japan in non-proliferation, use of nuclear energy and support to protect Ukraine's nuclear power plant seized by Russian military.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-iaea-fukushima-nuclear-grossi-discharge-b11147873307246a88078b73d46dad55



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Virgin of Charity unites all Cubans -- Catholics, Santeria followers, exiled and back on the island

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A youth flies a kite outside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, on Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


    

    
        
            
                    A youth flies a kite outside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, on Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Virgin of Charity unites all Cubans: Catholics, Santeria followers, exiled and back on the island

        
        
            Cuba's patron saint, the Virgin of Charity, or la Virgen de la Caridad del Cobre, draws thousands of devotees each year in both Cuba and Miami. (AP video by Luis Andres Henao, Ramon Espinosa and Daniel Kozin)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Virgin of Charity unites all Cubans: Catholics, Santeria followers, exiled and back on the island
Cuba's patron saint, the Virgin of Charity, or la Virgen de la Caridad del Cobre, draws thousands of devotees each year in both Cuba and Miami. (AP video by Luis Andres Henao, Ramon Espinosa and Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: A youth flies a kite outside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, on Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People light candles in honor of Cuba's patron saint, the Virgin of Charity of Cobre, at her shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Ramon Nieblas is blessed by a nun with holy water as he holds a poster of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre at the shrine of the Cuban patron saint in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. Nieblas, a Cuban living in Brazil who traveled thousands of miles to the basilica in eastern Cuba, asked the Virgin to save his son who has leukemia, and his wife who also has cancer. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A mother and daughter prepare to make an offering of sunflowers to the Virgin of Charity of Cobre at her shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Dainet Cala and her daughter Evelyn carry flowers to leave as an offering at the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A person holds a statuette of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre during Mass at the Virgin's shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | A person holds a statuette of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre during Mass at the Virgin's shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 25
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[image: Juan Gonzalez sits next to his altar adorned with religious statues of Afro-Cuban Santeria deities, including "Ochun" and a photo of the late Cuban leader Fidel Castro, at his home in El Cobre, Cuba, Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024. Ochun, considered the goddess of female sensuality and motherhood, is associated with the Catholic Virgin of Charity of Cobre, Cuba's patron saint. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Yaneisy Frometa shows her necklace pendants of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre at the Virgin's shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. Yamilca said she came to attend Mass at the shrine to fulfill a promise she made to the Cuban patron saint who she attributes to giving her a healthy baby. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Statuettes of the Virgin of Charity of Cobre are for sale inside her shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A classic American car heads down the road toward the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Paintings and statues of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre stand for sale outside the shrine of the Cuban patron saint in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: The original statue of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre stands behind the altar at her shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People take photos of themselves inside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: The shadow of a person carrying an offering of sunflowers enters the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A street vendor rides his bicycle outside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A street vendor rides his bicycle outside the shrine of the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre in El Cobre, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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[image: Santera Yenise Hoyos holds her Yoruba religion's deity "Ochun," the goddess of female sensuality and maternity, outside Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Ochun is associated with the Catholic Virgin of Charity of Cobre, Cuba's patron saint. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Santera Yenise Hoyos holds her Yoruba religion's deity "Ochun," the goddess of female sensuality and maternity, outside Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. Ochun is associated with the Catholic Virgin of Charity of Cobre, Cuba's patron saint. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: People pray during an Ash Wednesday Mass at the Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Barbara Ruiz holds her Yoruba religion]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Barbara Ruiz holds her Yoruba religion's deity "Yamaya," associated with The Virgin of Regla, at Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, during an Ash Wednesday Mass in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin of Charity, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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Barbara Ruiz holds her Yoruba religion's deity "Yamaya," associated with The Virgin of Regla, at Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, during an Ash Wednesday Mass in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin of Charity, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: Rev. Jose Espino, rector of Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, stands in front of the church before leading an Ash Wednesday Mass in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Rev. Jose Espino, rector of Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, stands in front of the church before leading an Ash Wednesday Mass in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. "This is always the place of giving thanks to the Virgin for a safe arrival," Espino said. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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Rev. Jose Espino, rector of Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, stands in front of the church before leading an Ash Wednesday Mass in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. "This is always the place of giving thanks to the Virgin for a safe arrival," Espino said. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: Rev. Angel Andres Gonzalez, a Cuban exile, leads Mass at Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, in Miami, Florida, Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024. Though his family was largely non-practicing, Gonzalez's mother still made him recite Hail Marys during thunderstorms to a print of the Virgin that hung behind his bed since he was baptized in the Cobre sanctuary in Cuba. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | Rev. Angel Andres Gonzalez, a Cuban exile, leads Mass at Our Lady of Charity shrine, known as La Ermita, in Miami, Florida, Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024. Though his family was largely non-practicing, Gonzalez's mother still made him recite Hail Marys during thunderstorms to a print of the Virgin that hung behind his bed since he was baptized in the Cobre sanctuary in Cuba. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: Sunflowers stand at the foot of a monument dedicated to the Virgin of Charity at her shrine known as La Ermita in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Sunflowers stand at the foot of a monument dedicated to the Virgin of Charity at her shrine known as La Ermita in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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Sunflowers stand at the foot of a monument dedicated to the Virgin of Charity at her shrine known as La Ermita in Miami, Florida, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: The replica of The Virgin of Charity is enclosed at the center of Our Lady of Charity shrine, in Miami, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The small statue dressed elaborately in gold was smuggled in 1961 from Havana to Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | The replica of The Virgin of Charity is enclosed at the center of Our Lady of Charity shrine, in Miami, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The small statue dressed elaborately in gold was smuggled in 1961 from Havana to Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 25
The replica of The Virgin of Charity is enclosed at the center of Our Lady of Charity shrine, in Miami, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. The small statue dressed elaborately in gold was smuggled in 1961 from Havana to Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By LUIS ANDRES HENAO and GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        EL COBRE, Cuba (AP) -- Ramon Nieblas fixed his tearful eyes on the small golden statue, a beloved icon of Cuba's patron saint. Whispering, he asked the Virgin of Charity of Cobre for a miracle: Please save his sick son.
"I came to pray for his health," said Nieblas, a Cuban living in Brazil who traveled thousands of miles to the basilica in eastern Cuba, a pilgrimage site nestled in the shadow of the Sierra Maestra mountains. 
He sat in Mass, wrapping his arm around 26-year-old Hernando Nieblas, a physician undergoing treatment for leukemia. They were among the thousands who visit the shrine each year, seeking intercession from the Virgin Mary for their most desperate concerns and giving thanks for their blessings. 
The Virgin of Charity has been crucial to Catholicism in Cuba, which repressed religious practice after becoming an atheist state following the 1959 revolution. It turned into a secular state in the early 1990s and has become more tolerant of religion over the past quarter century. 

    


But the Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is more than a religious icon. She is at the heart of Cuban identity, uniting compatriots from the Communist-run Caribbean island to those who were exiled or emigrated to the U.S.




"The Virgin is deeply entrenched in our culture," said the Rev. Rogelio Dean Puerta, the basilica's parish priest who also has celebrated Mass at the sister shrine in Miami. "You can't talk about Cuba without talking about the Virgin of Charity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A replica of the Virgin was smuggled to Miami by exiles six decades ago, who later built the National Shrine of Our Lady of Charity just south of downtown. It remains a powerful symbol of unity despite decades-old political divisions among Cubans. 
"Cachita," as she's affectionately called, is etched in tattoos, street murals, cartoons and other artwork on the island. She is revered in makeshift home altars, songs -- and at her shrine some 500 miles (805 kilometers) east of Havana.

    


Many of the offerings left behind decorate Cuba's ivory-colored shrine with soaring red domes: college diplomas, crutches, stethoscopes, handwritten notes, baby clothes, military insignia and more. Mementos left by the shrine's famous visitors include baseball jerseys, Olympic medals and other accolades.
Fidel and Raul Castro's mother once left a small golden figure of a guerrilla when her sons were fighting dictator Fulgencio Batista before the revolution. And Ernest Hemingway, who lived in Cuba for two decades, had a replica of his 1954 Nobel Prize for Literature placed at the Virgin's feet to thank Cubans for inspiring " The Old Man and the Sea " and other works.
Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVII visited the basilica during their papacies. And Pope Francis said he would pray to the Virgin of Charity for Cuba during his visit to the island.
Some people visit more than once. Years back, Ramon Nieblas and his wife went to the shrine to pray for their family. This year, his wife also has cancer, and they have a two-year-old boy. "We once came here to ask the Virgin to let her have that baby. Today, I prayed that she could be blessed to see him grow up," he said. 

    


Juan Gonzalez, who lives near the shrine, prays to the Virgin every day. His home altar is adorned with statues of Afro-Cuban Santeria deities, whose followers know the Virgin as "Ochun," the goddess of female sensuality and maternity.
"They're the ones who bless humanity - that's why I believe in the Virgin of Charity of El Cobre and the great power of God," he said.
A SAINT BECOMES A NATIONAL SYMBOL 
The Virgin of Charity of Cobre dates to 1612 when two Indigenous brothers, Juan and Rodrigo de Hoyos, along with Juan Moreno, an enslaved African boy, are said to have found the statue of the Virgin holding the infant Jesus in the Bay of Nipe. It was floating on a wooden board inscribed with the words, "I am the Virgin of Charity," according to the basilica. 
Over the past four centuries, the Virgin of Charity's significance has grown. She became a symbol for injured soldiers in Cuba's fight for independence from Spain, and veterans of that war petitioned the Vatican to make her Cuba's patron saint.

    


"She became this national symbol," said Michelle Maldonado, an expert on the Virgin of Charity and provost at the University of Scranton in Pennsylvania. 
The cult of the Virgin of Charity became part of Cuban nationalism in late 19th century. Among the Cuban diaspora in Miami, it has taken on a strong political significance, also in rebuke to the Cuban government's history of religious repression, said Jorge Duany, director of the Cuban Research Institute at Florida International University.
Many of the early worshippers at Our Lady of Charity fled or were expelled by the Castro government - and reached safety in Florida on rickety rafts like the one featured behind the Virgin's statue in the Miami shrine's mural.

    


Looking at the ocean separating him from his homeland, the Miami shrine's vicar, the Rev. Angel Andres Gonzalez, sees how the Virgin has been "the connecting thread" of his life. 
"It's like the heart of Cuba, here in the United States," he said. 
Like many of the Cuban exiles who built, and still worship at, La Ermita, as the Miami shrine is known, Gonzalez's devotion to the Virgin preceded his Catholic faith - and anchors his life in the United States. 
Though his family was largely non-practicing, his mother still made him recite Hail Marys during thunderstorms to a print of the Virgin. It had hung behind his bed since he was baptized in the Cobre sanctuary.
THE MIAMI SHRINE REMAINS A BEACON FOR MIGRANTS
La Ermita welcomes both long-term Miami residents for whom the church is a symbol of resistance to Cuba's government and new arrivals who want to make a video call to their mother in Cuba from a familiar place.
At the Ash Wednesday celebrations marking the beginning of Lent, both political refugees and "santeras," or Santeria practitioners, brought their petitions to the Miami Virgin - who, as a mother, has a gift for all her children, as visitors are told by Sister Ines Espinoza.
The Havana native and member of the Daughters of Charity order, which was expelled from Cuba in 1972, ministers to the material and spiritual needs of growing numbers of migrants from across Latin America, including Cuba, who make the Ermita their first stop. In just the past few years, U.S. border authorities encountered more than half a million Cubans. 
During an Ash Wednesday Mass, as the prayers of the faithful were recited, attendee Rafael Madlum Payas loudly called out a petition for freedom in Cuba. 
The 81-year-old political refugee fled to the United States nearly 20 years ago, he said, and finds comfort in La Ermita because "it means that the Virgin is with us wherever we are." 
In this, he was of one spirit with Yenise Hoyos, a santera who came to the Ermita during the same Mass, carrying a figure of her Yoruba religion's deity, who she considers a "sister" to the virgin. 
"What you are, your idiosyncrasy, your religion, never, never gets lost wherever we go," said Hoyos, who came from Cuba four years ago. "It's an incredible peace that one breathes when one gets here." 
To clergy, the Virgin allows the Miami shrine to remain a beacon to migrants. The Biblical exhortation to welcome the stranger is the theme the rector, the Rev. Jose Espino, chose for this Lent. 
"This is always the place of giving thanks to the Virgin for a safe arrival," Espino said. "She has always accompanied the dreams of the Cuban people."
___
Dell'Orto reported from Miami.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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New AI tools can record your medical appointment or draft a message from your doctor

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by University of Michigan Health-West, Dr. Lance Owens, chief medical information officer at the university, demonstrates the use of an AI tool on a smartphone in Wyoming, Mich., on Sept. 9, 2021. The software listens to a doctor-patient conversation, documents and organizes it to write a clinical note. (University of Michigan Health-West via AP)]
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                                        Don't be surprised if your doctors start writing you overly friendly messages. They could be getting some help from artificial intelligence.
New AI tools are helping doctors communicate with their patients, some by answering messages and others by taking notes during exams. It's been 15 months since OpenAI released ChatGPT. Already thousands of doctors are using similar products based on large language models. One company says its tool works in 14 languages.
AI saves doctors time and prevents burnout, enthusiasts say. It also shakes up the doctor-patient relationship, raising questions of trust, transparency, privacy and the future of human connection.
A look at how new AI tools affect patients:
IS MY DOCTOR USING AI?
In recent years, medical devices with machine learning have been doing things like reading mammograms, diagnosing eye disease and detecting heart problems. What's new is generative AI's ability to respond to complex instructions by predicting language.

    


Your next check-up could be recorded by an AI-powered smartphone app that listens, documents and instantly organizes everything into a note you can read later. The tool also can mean more money for the doctor's employer because it won't forget details that legitimately could be billed to insurance.




Your doctor should ask for your consent before using the tool. You might also see some new wording in the forms you sign at the doctor's office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other AI tools could be helping your doctor draft a message, but you might never know it.
"Your physician might tell you that they're using it, or they might not tell you," said Cait DesRoches, director of OpenNotes, a Boston-based group working for transparent communication between doctors and patients. Some health systems encourage disclosure, and some don't.
Doctors or nurses must approve the AI-generated messages before sending them. In one Colorado health system, such messages contain a sentence disclosing they were automatically generated. But doctors can delete that line.

    


"It sounded exactly like him. It was remarkable," said patient Tom Detner, 70, of Denver, who recently received an AI-generated message that began: "Hello, Tom, I'm glad to hear that your neck pain is improving. It's important to listen to your body." The message ended with "Take care" and a disclosure that it had been automatically generated and edited by his doctor.
Detner said he was glad for the transparency. "Full disclosure is very important," he said.
WILL AI MAKE MISTAKES?
Large language models can misinterpret input or even fabricate inaccurate responses, an effect called hallucination. The new tools have internal guardrails to try to prevent inaccuracies from reaching patients -- or landing in electronic health records.
"You don't want those fake things entering the clinical notes," said Dr. Alistair Erskine, who leads digital innovations for Georgia-based Emory Healthcare, where hundreds of doctors are using a product from Abridge to document patient visits.
The tool runs the doctor-patient conversation across several large language models and eliminates weird ideas, Erskine said. "It's a way of engineering out hallucinations."

    


Ultimately, "the doctor is the most important guardrail," said Abridge CEO Dr. Shiv Rao. As doctors review AI-generated notes, they can click on any word and listen to the specific segment of the patient's visit to check accuracy.
In Buffalo, New York, a different AI tool misheard Dr. Lauren Bruckner when she told a teenage cancer patient it was a good thing she didn't have an allergy to sulfa drugs. The AI-generated note said, "Allergies: Sulfa."
The tool "totally misunderstood the conversation," said Bruckner, chief medical information officer at Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center. "That doesn't happen often, but clearly that's a problem."
WHAT ABOUT THE HUMAN TOUCH?
AI tools can be prompted to be friendly, empathetic and informative.
But they can get carried away. In Colorado, a patient with a runny nose was alarmed to learn from an AI-generated message that the problem could be a brain fluid leak. (It wasn't.) A nurse hadn't proofread carefully and mistakenly sent the message.

    


"At times, it's an astounding help and at times it's of no help at all," said Dr. C.T. Lin, who leads technology innovations at Colorado-based UC Health, where about 250 doctors and staff use a Microsoft AI tool to write the first draft of messages to patients. The messages are delivered through Epic's patient portal.
The tool had to be taught about a new RSV vaccine because it was drafting messages saying there was no such thing. But with routine advice -- like rest, ice, compression and elevation for an ankle sprain -- "it's beautiful for that," Linn said.
Also on the plus side, doctors using AI are no longer tied to their computers during medical appointments. They can make eye contact with their patients because the AI tool records the exam.

    


The tool needs audible words, so doctors are learning to explain things aloud, said Dr. Robert Bart, chief medical information officer at Pittsburgh-based UPMC. A doctor might say: "I am currently examining the right elbow. It is quite swollen. It feels like there's fluid in the right elbow."
Talking through the exam for the benefit of the AI tool can also help patients understand what's going on, Bart said. "I've been in an examination where you hear the hemming and hawing while the physician is doing it. And I'm always wondering, 'Well, what does that mean?'"
WHAT ABOUT PRIVACY?
U.S. law requires health care systems to get assurances from business associates that they will safeguard protected health information, and the companies could face investigation and fines from the Department of Health and Human Services if they mess up. 
Doctors interviewed for this article said they feel confident in the data security of the new products and that the information will not be sold.
Information shared with the new tools is used to improve them, so that could add to the risk of a health care data breach.
Dr. Lance Owens is chief medical information officer at the University of Michigan Health-West, where 265 doctors, physician assistants and nurse practitioners are using a Microsoft tool to document patient exams. He believes patient data is being protected. 
"When they tell us that our data is safe and secure and segregated, we believe that," Owens said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Biden and Trump are now their parties' presumptive nominees. What does that mean?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this combination of photos, President Joe Biden, left, speaks on Aug. 10, 2023, in Salt Lake City, and former President Donald Trump speaks on June 13, 2023, in Bedminster, N.J. The sequel to the 2020 election is officially set as the president and his immediate predecessor secured their parties' nominations. Biden and Trump have set up a political movie the country has seen before -- even if the last version was in black and white. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump have officially secured the requisite numbers of delegates to be considered their parties' presumptive nominees.
It was a foreseeable outcome. Biden faced token opposition in the Democratic primary. Several high-profile Republicans ran against Trump but didn't come close to knocking him off course in his third straight Republican bid. 
Here is a look at what that means, what's changed, and what still needs to happen before Biden and Trump can drop "presumptive" and just be their parties' official standard-bearers:
'Presumptive nominee:' What does it mean?

The Associated Press only uses the "presumptive nominee" designation once a candidate has captured the number of delegates needed to win a majority vote at the national party convention this summer. For Republicans, that number this year is 1.215. On the Democratic side of things, it's 1,968.

    


The marker essentially ends the presidential primary season, though both Biden and Trump have been largely focusing their energies on each other for months already.
Do the political parties function any differently?
Sort of.
Generally, the national Democratic and Republican parties start coordinating directly with their presumptive nominees once their status is clear, although there have been some exceptions.




Last week, the Republican National Committee ushered in new leadership handpicked by Trump, in the form of a new chairman, co-chair and party chief of staff. Trump's installed leaders then moved to fire dozens of RNC staff. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After Trump won both the Iowa caucuses and New Hampshire primary -- but still faced GOP opponents -- an RNC member who is a longtime Trump ally floated a resolution that would have allowed the party to consider him its "presumptive nominee" and allowed some of that coordination earlier. 
Trump actually spoke out against the measure -- although he said it likely would have succeeded -- which was ultimately withdrawn.

    


As for the Democratic National Committee, Biden is the de facto leader of the party, although any official leadership changes have to go through structured channels. During the 2020 campaign, the DNC shuffled its leadership and entered into a joint fundraising agreement with Biden in April, even though the candidate didn't clinch the Democratic nomination until June. 
When do presumptive nominees become official?
A presidential candidate doesn't officially become the Republican or Democratic nominee until winning the vote on the floor of the nominating convention, which takes place this summer. Delegates' casting of votes is mostly a ceremonial procedure, but it hasn't always been this way. 
Decades ago, presidential candidates might have run in primaries and caucuses, but the eventual nominees weren't known until delegates and party bosses hashed things out themselves at the conventions.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP.
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Delete a background? Easy. Smooth out a face? Seamless. Digital photo manipulation is now mainstream

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom and Bridge program windows are seen on a computer screen, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in New York. In a world where the spread of technology makes photo manipulation easy, a photo can sometimes raise as many questions as it was meant to answer. That was seen in recent days when controversy swirled around an image of Kate, Princess of Wales, and her three children. (AP Photo/Sydney Schaefer)]
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[image: FILE - Kate, Princess of Wales, departs Westminster Abbey after the coronation ceremony in London, May 6, 2023. The scandal over Kate, Princess of Wales' family snapshot -- dubbed ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's been a common refrain when seeking proof that someone's story or some event actually took place: "Pics, or it didn't happen." 
But in a world where the spread of technology makes photo manipulation as easy as a tap on your phone, the idea that a visual image is an absolute truth is as outdated as the daguerreotype. And a photo can sometimes raise as many questions as it was meant to answer. 
That was seen in recent days when controversy descended upon an image of Kate, Princess of Wales, and her three children. News agencies including The Associated Press published, then retracted, the image given out by Kensington Palace over concerns it had been manipulated, leading to Kate saying on social media that she occasionally "experimented" with photo editing.
In that, she's hardly alone. 
From something that was time-consuming and required a great deal of technical expertise in the days of actual film and darkrooms, digital editing has become something practically anyone can do, from adding filters to cropping images and much more. Apps abound, offering the easiest of experiences in creating and retouching photos and videos which can then be easily transmitted online and through social media.

    


"Cover blemishes and let the real you shine through," says an ad for the smartphone app Facetune. "Remove and change backgrounds instantly," the Fotor app's website enthuses. "Our AI object remover is ready to assist you in getting rid of unwanted objects."




This Wild West of image-altering abilities is opening new frontiers for everyday people -- and creating headaches for those who expect photos to be a documentary representation of reality. 
THE MAINSTREAMING OF MANIPULATION

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Photojournalists and major news organizations follow standards and ethics codes around photos. These organizations typically place an absolute premium on image authenticity and reject photographs that have been altered in any way. But efforts to identify altered imagery can be impeded by the increasingly easy-to-use apps for phones and computers that allow anyone to chip away, piece by piece, at what a camera actually recorded. 

    


The mainstreaming of manipulation, placing such abilities at people's fingertips, has made for some interesting and viral moments -- like the one in March 2023 when an artificially generated image of Pope Francis wearing a puffy white coat took in many people who thought it was real.
But there are risks and dangers to a world where just because you see something doesn't mean you can absolutely believe it, said Ken Light, a photojournalism professor at the University of California Berkeley's Graduate School of Journalism.
"The role of photography has been to witness and to record for the moment, but also for history. And I don't think any of us know where it's going," he said. The rise of visual manipulation that casts doubt on whether something is real or not "frays the fabric of the culture tremendously in the moment but also for the future."
Fred Ritchin, dean emeritus of the school at the International Center of Photography and a former picture editor at The New York Times Magazine, agreed. "'The camera never lies' is a 20th-century idea. It's not a 21st-century idea," he said. "These are all mythologies that we're still hiding behind and we have not really confronted."

    


People have long known that some images are manipulated, like cover models on magazines, and some have raised concerns about that impact that artificial and manipulated standards of beauty can have on girls and women.
But they haven't really come to terms with how widespread digital manipulation is in other areas like social media, done by a wide variety of everyday people, said Lexie Kite, who with her sister Lindsay has done research into body image and media and wrote "More Than A Body: Your Body Is an Instrument, Not an Ornament."
"It is important for all of us to anchor ourselves in the truth that digital manipulation is our reality," she said.
HOW CAN FAKERY BE IDENTIFIED?
People can take steps to deal with the creeping effects of photo manipulation, said Hany Farid, a professor at UC Berkeley whose research examines digital forensics and image analysis.

    


Viewers need "to just slow down a little bit, be a little bit more careful, be a little more thoughtful" about what they're looking at instead of just assuming any image they see is fact, he said.
On the technology side, he said there are ways being developed to track visual images and to make it clear if they've been altered after the photos were taken.
But while such steps may mitigate some of the issues, he said, it won't eliminate the problem or take us back to where we could have abiding faith in an image, as previous generations did with photos we now consider unforgettable.
"Almost every major incident in our history, wars, conflicts, disasters, there's this iconic photo," he said. "They're so powerful because they capture this incredibly complex set of facts and emotions and history in one photo. And I don't know that we can have that anymore. It's a very different world going forward now."
Or, if the adage was modified: "Pics, and maybe it still didn't quite happen."
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Putin is set to win 6 more years in power. Here's how it will affect the war and Russia's relations

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    This week's election in Russia is expected to cement Russian President Vladimir Putin's grip on power until at least 2030. (Mar. 13)
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    [image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with servicemen at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, June 27, 2023. Putin is poised to sweep to another six-year term in the March 15-17 presidential election, relying on his rigid control of Russia established during his 24 years in power -- the longest Kremlin tenure since Soviet leader Josef Stalin. (Mikhail Tereshchenko, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo taken from video and released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, a Russian tank fires in an undisclosed location in Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir Putin has focused his reelection campaign in the March 15-17 balloting on a pledge to fulfill his goals in Ukraine, describing the conflict as a battle against the West for Russia's very survival. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A couple embrace as other soldiers recently mobilized by Russia for service in Ukraine stand at a ceremony before boarding a train at a railway station in Tyumen, Russia, on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022. Hefty payments to hundreds of thousands of men who signed military contracts have helped boost consumer demand, contributing to economic growth. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, speaks to a soldier while visiting a military training center of the Western Military District in the Ryazan region of Russia as Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, right, stands nearby, on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022. With the fighting in Ukraine now in its third year, Putin hopes to achieve his goals by biding his time and waiting for Western support for Ukraine to wither while Moscow maintains its steady military pressure along the front line. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kemlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - People buy fruit at a market in Moscow, Russia, on Nov. 3, 2023. The shelves at Moscow supermarkets are full of fruit, vegetables, cheese and meat, but many shoppers look at the selection with dismay as inflation drives up their price. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | FILE - People buy fruit at a market in Moscow, Russia, on Nov. 3, 2023. The shelves at Moscow supermarkets are full of fruit, vegetables, cheese and meat, but many shoppers look at the selection with dismay as inflation drives up their price. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11
FILE - People buy fruit at a market in Moscow, Russia, on Nov. 3, 2023. The shelves at Moscow supermarkets are full of fruit, vegetables, cheese and meat, but many shoppers look at the selection with dismay as inflation drives up their price. (AP Photo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - New buildings rise in the Degunino district on the outskirts of Moscow, Russia, on Friday, March 8, 2024. Government-subsidized mortgages are supporting apartment buyers in a powerful kick to Russia's booming construction sector. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - Relatives and friends pay their last respects at the coffin of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, on Friday, March 1, 2024. Navalny's death at age 47 at an Arctic prison where he was serving a 19-year sentence on extremism charges caused global outrage. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza gestures while standing in a defendants' cage at the Moscow City Court in Moscow, Russia, on July 31, 2023. Kara-Murza, 42, was convicted of treason for publicly denouncing the war in Ukraine and sentenced to 25 years in prison earlier this year. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police detain a man laying flowers in tribute to the late Alexei Navalny at the Memorial to Victims of Political Repression in St. Petersburg, Russia, on Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. Navalny, the fiercest political foe of Russian President Vladimir Putin who crusaded against official corruption and staged massive anti-Kremlin protests, died while in prison. He was 47. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, visits the Uralvagonzavod factory in Nizhny Tagil, Russia, on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Military industries have become a key engine of Russia's economic growth, with defense plants churning out missiles, tanks and ammunition. (Ramil Sitdikov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with residents following a visit to the Solnechniy Dar greenhouse complex, part of the ECO-Culture agro-industrial holding, outside Stavropol, Russia, on Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Putin is poised to sweep to another six-year term in the March 15-17 presidential election, relying on his rigid control of the country established during his 24 years in power -- the longest Kremlin tenure since Soviet leader Josef Stalin. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        Vladimir Putin is poised to sweep to another six-year term in this week's presidential election, even though Russians are dying in Ukraine in a war grinding through its third year and his country is more isolated than ever from the rest of the world.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


The all-but-certain outcome comes through his rigid control of Russia established during his 24 years in power -- the longest Kremlin tenure since Soviet leader Josef Stalin.
Putin, 71, has silenced virtually all dissent through harsh new laws that impose heavy fines or prison on independent voices. Critics have succumbed to unexplained deaths or fled abroad. The ballot features three other token candidates who publicly support his policies.
How is the war affecting the election?
Putin has focused his campaign on a pledge to fulfill his goals in Ukraine, describing the conflict as a battle against the West for the very survival of Russia and its 146 million people.





    


In a state-of-the-nation address last month, he charged that the U.S. and its NATO allies "need a dependent, waning, dying space in the place of Russia so that they can do whatever they want."
Putin has repeatedly argued that he sent in the troops in February 2022 to protect Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine and prevent Kyiv from posing a major security threat to Moscow by joining NATO. Ukraine and its allies describe the Russian invasion -- the largest conflict in Europe since World War II -- as an unprovoked act of aggression by the major nuclear power.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He says Russian forces have the upper hand after the failure of Ukraine's counteroffensive last year, arguing that Ukraine and the West will "sooner or later" have to accept a settlement on Moscow's terms. Putin praised his troops fighting in Ukraine and promised to make them Russia's new elite.
Ordinary Russians know little of their military's many setbacks in the war, with casualties out of view and state-run media carrying accounts only of Moscow's successes.

    


How is the economy affecting the election?
The economy's resilience in the face of bruising Western sanctions is a big factor behind Putin's grip on power in Russia, a major player in the global energy sector. The economy is expected to grow 2.6% this year, according to the International Monetary Fund, compared with the 0.9% expansion predicted in Europe. Inflation is forecast at more than 7% but unemployment remains low.
Military industries have become a key growth engine, with defense plants churning out missiles, tanks and ammunition. Hefty payments to hundreds of thousands of men who signed contracts with the military have helped boost consumer demand, contributing to economic growth.
In his campaign, Putin has promised to extend cheap mortgages subsidized by the government to help young families, particularly those with children, boosting his popularity and energizing the booming construction sector.
He also pledged to pour more government funds into health care, education, science, culture and sports, while continuing efforts to eradicate poverty.
What impact is the crackdown having?
Putin has methodically tightened control on Russian politics since becoming president in 2000, pushing through constitutional changes that can keep him in power until 2036.

    


The Kremlin's crackdown on dissent reached unprecedented heights after the invasion of Ukraine, leaving a scorched-earth political landscape ahead of the vote.
A repressive new law approved days after the invasion criminalized any public criticism of the war, and protests have become effectively impossible with police swiftly dispersing unauthorized gatherings. The number of arrests, criminal cases and trials has soared, and long prison terms are more common.
Putin has denigrated opposition activists and war critics as spoiled Western stooges, once describing them as "foam washed away" by his "special military operation." 
His biggest critic, Alexei Navalny, was serving a 19-year sentence on extremism charges when he died at age 47 in an Arctic penal colony. Other leading opposition figures also got long prison terms comparable to those given to "enemies of the people" during Stalinist repressions. Prominent Kremlin foe, Vladimir Kara-Murza got the harshest sentence of 25 years on treason charges over an anti-war speech.

    


But even minor critics were muzzled. A St. Petersburg artist got seven years for replacing supermarket price tags with anti-war slogans, while a Moscow poet was sentenced to seven years for reciting verses against the war in public.
Most independent news outlets were shut and many moved their operations abroad, while the state-controlled media relentlessly hammered home the Kremlin's narratives.
How will Russia's policies be affected?
Putin will likely use his predictable victory as proof of overwhelming public support for the war.
Many observers expect him to toughen his course and escalate the war. Some say the Kremlin could launch another round of mobilizing reservists to swell the military's ranks and try to extend its gains in a big, new offensive.

    


The Kremlin is set to ramp up its war rhetoric, casting the country as a besieged fortress facing Western aggression. Repression against opposition activists and war critics is likely to expand, with authorities abandoning any semblance of decorum in their ruthless efforts to eradicate signs of dissent.
Moscow's foreign policy is likely to become even more aggressive, and Russian authorities may increasingly try to deepen divides in the West with disinformation and propaganda, as well as appealing to conservative circles in the West by promoting the image of Russia as a bulwark of traditional values.
In Moscow's relations with China, India and countries of the Global South, Putin's election victory will help cement existing alliances by reinforcing the message of his firm control over Russian politics.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-putin-election-ukraine-war-crackdown-dfd4d290bf6a08192eb53068e08f0783



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe's world-first AI rules get final approval from lawmakers. Here's what happens next

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A man walks in front of an image of a flower created with artificial intelligence by artist Refik Anadol ahead of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 14, 2024. European Union lawmakers are set to give final approval to the 27-nation bloc's artificial intelligence law Wednesday, putting the world-leading set of rules for the fast-developing technology on track to take effect later this year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - The OpenAI logo is displayed on a cell phone with an image on a computer screen generated by ChatGPT's Dall-E text-to-image model, Dec. 8, 2023, in Boston. European Union lawmakers are set to give final approval to the 27-nation bloc's artificial intelligence law Wednesday, putting the world-leading set of rules for the fast-developing technology on track to take effect later this year.(AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union lawmakers gave final approval to the 27-nation bloc's artificial intelligence law Wednesday, putting the world-leading rules on track to take effect later this year.
Lawmakers in the European Parliament voted overwhelmingly in favor of the Artificial Intelligence Act, five years after regulations were first proposed. The AI Act is expected to act as a global signpost for other governments grappling with how to regulate the fast-developing technology.
"The AI Act has nudged the future of AI in a human-centric direction, in a direction where humans are in control of the technology and where it -- the technology -- helps us leverage new discoveries, economic growth, societal progress and unlock human potential," Dragos Tudorache, a Romanian lawmaker who was a co-leader of the Parliament negotiations on the draft law, said before the vote.

    


Big tech companies generally have supported the need to regulate AI while lobbying to ensure any rules work in their favor. OpenAI CEO Sam Altman caused a minor stir last year when he suggested the ChatGPT maker could pull out of Europe if it can't comply with the AI Act -- before backtracking to say there were no plans to leave.
Here's a look at the world's first comprehensive set of AI rules:
HOW DOES THE AI ACT WORK? 
Like many EU regulations, the AI Act was initially intended to act as consumer safety legislation, taking a "risk-based approach" to products or services that use artificial intelligence. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The riskier an AI application, the more scrutiny it faces. The vast majority of AI systems are expected to be low risk, such as content recommendation systems or spam filters. Companies can choose to follow voluntary requirements and codes of conduct. 
High-risk uses of AI, such as in medical devices or critical infrastructure like water or electrical networks, face tougher requirements like using high-quality data and providing clear information to users. 

    


Some AI uses are banned because they're deemed to pose an unacceptable risk, like social scoring systems that govern how people behave, some types of predictive policing and emotion recognition systems in school and workplaces. 
Other banned uses include police scanning faces in public using AI-powered remote "biometric identification" systems, except for serious crimes like kidnapping or terrorism. 
WHAT ABOUT GENERATIVE AI? 
The law's early drafts focused on AI systems carrying out narrowly limited tasks, like scanning resumes and job applications. The astonishing rise of general purpose AI models, exemplified by OpenAI's ChatGPT, sent EU policymakers scrambling to keep up. 
They added provisions for so-called generative AI models, the technology underpinning AI chatbot systems that can produce unique and seemingly lifelike responses, images and more. 
Developers of general purpose AI models -- from European startups to OpenAI and Google -- will have to provide a detailed summary of the text, pictures, video and other data on the internet that is used to train the systems as well as follow EU copyright law.

    


AI-generated deepfake pictures, video or audio of existing people, places or events must be labeled as artificially manipulated. 
There's extra scrutiny for the biggest and most powerful AI models that pose "systemic risks," which include OpenAI's GPT4 -- its most advanced system -- and Google's Gemini. 
The EU says it's worried that these powerful AI systems could "cause serious accidents or be misused for far-reaching cyberattacks." They also fear generative AI could spread "harmful biases" across many applications, affecting many people.
Companies that provide these systems will have to assess and mitigate the risks; report any serious incidents, such as malfunctions that cause someone's death or serious harm to health or property; put cybersecurity measures in place; and disclose how much energy their models use.
DO EUROPE'S RULES INFLUENCE THE REST OF THE WORLD?
Brussels first suggested AI regulations in 2019, taking a familiar global role in ratcheting up scrutiny of emerging industries, while other governments scramble to keep up. 
In the U.S., President Joe Biden signed a sweeping executive order on AI in October that's expected to be backed up by legislation and global agreements. In the meantime, lawmakers in at least seven U.S. states are working on their own AI legislation. 

    


Chinese President Xi Jinping has proposed his Global AI Governance Initiative for fair and safe use of AI, and authorities have issued " interim measures " for managing generative AI, which applies to text, pictures, audio, video and other content generated for people inside China. 
Other countries, from Brazil to Japan, as well as global groupings like the United Nations and Group of Seven industrialized nations, are moving to draw up AI guardrails. 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
The AI Act is expected to officially become law by May or June, after a few final formalities, including a blessing from EU member countries. Provisions will start taking effect in stages, with countries required to ban prohibited AI systems six months after the rules enter the lawbooks. 

    


Rules for general purpose AI systems like chatbots will start applying a year after the law takes effect. By mid-2026, the complete set of regulations, including requirements for high-risk systems, will be in force. 
When it comes to enforcement, each EU country will set up their own AI watchdog, where citizens can file a complaint if they think they've been the victim of a violation of the rules. Meanwhile, Brussels will create an AI Office tasked with enforcing and supervising the law for general purpose AI systems. 
Violations of the AI Act could draw fines of up to 35 million euros ($38 million), or 7% of a company's global revenue. 
This isn't Brussels' last word on AI rules, said Italian lawmaker Brando Benifei, co-leader of Parliament's work on the law. More AI-related legislation could be ahead after summer elections, including in areas like AI in the workplace that the new law partly covers, he said. 
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House GOP launches new probe of Jan. 6 and tries shifting blame for Capitol attack away from Trump

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump push against a line of police at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. House Republicans are aiming to undercut the Jan. 6 Committee's investigation with a new report that they say contradicts some of key testimony given to the panel. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Republicans are launching a vast reinvestigation of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, seeking to push the blame away from Donald Trump, who has been indicted over his actions or his supporters in the mob siege trying to overturn the 2020 election.
As Trump campaigns to return to the White House, the House Administration subcommittee on oversight held the first of what is expected to be regular public hearings revisiting the official account, which had aired in great detail in 2022 by the House's Select Committee on Jan. 6.
Chairman Barry Loudermilk, R-Ga., called Jan. 6 a "dark day" in U.S. history as he opened Tuesday's hearing to delve into the investigation of pipe bombs that were left outside Republican and Democratic party headquarters that day. But, he said, "we still have many unanswered questions."

    


The panel's work comes as Trump and President Joe Biden are galloping toward a 2020 rematch this fall, and Republicans, some once skeptical of Trump's return to the White House, have quickly been falling in line to support the former president. The House GOP's high-profile impeachment inquiry into Biden has stalled without a clear path forward.
Speaker Mike Johnson said House Republicans intend to release a final report on Jan. 6 "to correct the incomplete narrative" advanced by the previous work of the Select Committee on the Jan. 6 attack.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With newly released testimony and an 80-plus page report of initial findings, the House Administration subcommittee has outlined a roadmap ahead for its probe -- including revisiting key testimony from White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson, who delivered a bombshell account of Trump's actions that day.
The panel's report draws on many of the conspiracy theories circulating about Jan. 6 -- from the formation of the Select Committee by then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., to newer questions about the unidentified people who erected the hangman's scaffolding outside the Capitol.

    


"Democrats wasted no time before pointing fingers at President Trump for the events of January 6, 2021," the initial findings of the report said. 
At the first hearing, Republicans grilled the U.S. Capitol Police about why a bomb-sniffing K9 unit did not initially detect the pipe bombs found outside party headquarters and why police didn't respond faster to seal off the area.
U.S. Capitol Police Assistant Chief Sean Gallagher told the panel it was "chaotic" that day as the mob of Trump supporters descended on the Capitol. 
"I want to be upfront and honest, U.S. Capitol Police haven't shied away from the failures of that day," Gallagher said about the well-documented leadership problems spelled out in their own report.
He described the fighting on the West and East fronts of the Capitol as police tried to hold back the mob -- "our officers were suffering injuries" -- and calls coming in, including a pick-up truck loaded with Molotov cocktails, machetes, rifles, handguns and ammunition parked nearby. 
Five people died in the riot and its immediate aftermath, including a police officer, and other officers died later by suicide. More than 1,200 people have been charged in the riot, with hundreds convicted.

    


"For context, I would gladly give up a perimeter not being perfect to be able to get officers responding to help their brothers and sisters who were calling for help at the U.S. Capitol," Gallagher testified.
Rep. Norma Torres of California, the panel's ranking Democrat and a former 911 dispatcher, questioned the premise of the hearing, particularly as federal investigations are underway: "What exactly is it that we're doing here?"
"Maybe it is to peddle crazy right-wing conspiracy theories about the Jan. 6 pipe bombs spreading in the dark corners of the Internet?" she asked. 
"Or maybe we are here so this subcommittee can once again try to muddle our history, villainize law enforcement and undo the efforts of the bipartisan Jan. 6 Select Committee," she said, "all to distract from the simple fact that the former president and Republican nominee for president orchestrated a corrupt scheme to overturn the results of a free and fair election."

    


Trump, who exhorted his supporters to "fight like hell" before they swarmed the Capitol, has been indicted on federal charges of conspiracy to defraud Americans and obstruction of an official proceeding over Jan. 6. The Supreme Court is considering his claim of immunity.
House Republicans criticize the Select Committee and they claim it didn't turn over all aspects of its work.
On Tuesday, a previously undisclosed transcript of the Select Committee's interview with an unnamed Secret Service officer who drove the presidential SUV on Jan. 6 provided new information about Trump's actions that day. It was obtained by The Associated Press.
That transcript of the presidential limo driver contradicted some of Hutchinson's testimony but corroborated other aspects of her account, including Trump's attempt to join the mob scene at the Capitol.

    


Trump had told his supporters during the Jan. 6 "Stop the Steal" rally at the Ellipse near the White House to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue to the Capitol, and said he would be right there with them, as Congress was certifying the 2020 election and Biden's victory. 
But his security detail refused to take him there and instead took him back to the White House.
Hutchinson, who at the time was an aide to Mark Meadows, then the White House chief of staff, had testified in June 2022 that she was told by another official that Trump fought for control of the presidential SUV and demanded to be taken to the Capitol as the insurrection began.
Hutchinson testified that she was told that Bobby Engel, the head of security in the car with him, had grabbed Trump's arm to prevent him from gaining control of the armored vehicle, and Trump then used his free hand to lunge at Engel. She worked inside the White House, and said that when she was told of the altercation immediately afterward, Engel was in the room and didn't dispute the account at the time. 
In the newly obtained transcript, the driver confirms: "The President was insistent on going to the Capitol." 
The driver explained that Trump and Engel got in the car after the rally, and Trump started asking Engel about going to the Capitol. When Engel suggested they couldn't do that, Trump kept pushing.
"Certainly his voice was raised," the driver testified, "but it did not seem to me like he was irate, certainly not -- certainly didn't seem as irritated or as agitated as he had on the way to the Ellipse."
The driver said, "The thing that sticks out most was he kept asking why we couldn't go?"
But the driver said he did not see the altercation that Hutchinson described.
"He never grabbed the steering wheel. I didn't see him, you know, lunge to try to get into the front seat at all," the driver testified.
"You know, what stood out was the irritation in his voice more than -- more than his physical presence, which would have been pretty obvious if he was trying to insert himself between the two front seats," the driver said.
The driver said he told other colleagues at the White House what had happened as he waited outside with the vehicles.
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US-mandated religious freedom group ends Saudi trip early after rabbi ordered to remove his kippah

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE- Rabbi Abraham Cooper, center, of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, speaks in front of civic and faith leaders outside City Hall, Thursday, May 20, 2021, in Los Angeles. A U.S. Congress-mandated group cut short a fact-finding mission to Saudi Arabia over officials in the kingdom ordering a Jewish rabbi to remove his kippah in public, highlighting the religious tensions still present in the wider Middle East. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this March 8, 2018 photo, visitors watch ancient palaces of the 18th century Diriyah fortified complex, that once served as the seat of power for the ruling Al Saud, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, March 8, 2018. A U.S. Congress-mandated group cut short a fact-finding mission to Saudi Arabia over officials in the kingdom ordering a Jewish rabbi to remove his kippah in public, highlighting the religious tensions still present in the wider Middle East. The commission, accompanied by members of the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, had been attending meetings for about two days when they made a visit on March 5 to Diriyah, a mud-walled village that is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Saudi capital. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A U.S. Congress-mandated group cut short a fact-finding mission to Saudi Arabia after officials in the kingdom ordered a Jewish rabbi to remove his kippah in public, highlighting the religious tensions still present in the wider Middle East. 
Speaking to The Associated Press, Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom sought to distance the order over his skullcap from what he described as progress made in the kingdom under Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman on quietly allowing different faiths to worship privately. 
He also said Saudi Arabia may release four Uyghur Muslims held prisoner in the kingdom for asylum in the U.S. over possible persecution they could face if they return to China.
However, displaying any religious symbols other than Islamic ones remains criminalized, the kingdom two years ago carried out its largest mass execution ever that included minority Shiites, and authorities continue a harsh crackdown on any perceived dissent against Prince Mohammed.

    


"The situation in Saudi Arabia is very complex," said the Rev. Frederick Davie of New York City, the commission's vice chair. "And not everybody's on board, and this may be an example of that."




Officials in Saudi Arabia, as well as at the Saudi Embassy in Washington, did not respond to questions from the AP over the kippah incident. A message from the embassy released online called it "unfortunate" and "a misunderstanding of internal protocols," without elaborating. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The commission, accompanied by members of the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, had been attending meetings for about two days when they made a visit on March 5 to Diriyah, a mud-walled village that is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Saudi capital. 
About a third of the way through the village, a Saudi official handed a phone to Cooper, on which an official told him to remove his kippah, a skullcap worn by some Jews also known in Yiddish as a yarmulke. 

    


"It's a pretty stunning request, considering we're there as a vanguard for international religious freedom and we're preparing a report on Saudi Arabia," said Cooper, who lives in Los Angeles. 
"It's like asking somebody in Saudi Arabia to remove her hijab. I didn't take off my kippah 50 years ago in the Soviet Union -- I was there for a month -- I'm surely not taking off my kippah for you."
Cooper refused and the rest of the group agreed to cut their visit short over the demand. However, Davie noted that Cooper's kippah hadn't been an issue in government meetings or while eating in public earlier on the trip. Some Jewish online influencers have made trips into the kingdom, publicizing their visits. 
The current Saudi sensitivity may come in part because of Israel's grinding war targeting Hamas in the Gaza Strip after the Oct. 7 militant attack that killed 1,200 people and took 250 others hostage. In the months since, Israel's war in the Gaza Strip has killed over 31,000 Palestinians there and left the seaside enclave on the brink of famine, particularly enraging Muslims across the Mideast as they mark the holy fasting month of Ramadan. 

    


Saudi Arabia's Al Saud royal family, which bases part of its legitimacy on protecting the holiest sites in Islam in the kingdom, particularly feels that pressure. Just before the war, it had been negotiating a U.S.-mediated deal to potentially diplomatically recognize Israel in exchange for a series of concessions. 
That deal now appears largely abandoned. A chance meeting last month between Israeli Economy Minister Nir Barkat and Saudi Arabian Commerce Minister Majid bin Abdullah al-Qasab at a summit of the World Trade Organization in Abu Dhabi drew an angry retort from Riyadh, which referred to Barkat as an "Israeli occupation official."
"We're not naive. We live in the real world. I have eight grandchildren in Jerusalem, so I have literally skin in the game," Cooper said. "Of course, we would prefer if people weren't dying right now in the Holy Land. ... I think they would have canceled our meeting if they decided that they want to send a message to Washington and Jerusalem." 

    


Responding to questions from the AP, the State Department said it had "raised our concerns with Saudi government authorities" over the order given to Cooper to remove his kippah. 
"The United States fully supports freedom of religion or belief, including the right to express beliefs through religious attire," the State Department said. "The United States continues to work with our Saudi counterparts on religious freedom issues and we hope the net effect of this incident will push Saudi Arabia to make further strides on these issues." 
The Gulf Arab states, particularly the United Arab Emirates, have grown more religiously accommodating. Both Bahrain and the UAE reached a diplomatic recognition deal with Israel in 2020. A prominent synagogue now sits in Abu Dhabi's capital, and a new Hindu temple just opened as well. 

    


But things have moved slower in Saudi Arabia, once dominated by ultraconservative Wahhabi religious leaders before the rise of Prince Mohammed. A U.S. religious freedom report has noted there recently have been "large Christian worship services discreetly and regularly without substantial interference" in the kingdom. 
Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia and its main rival, Shiite-power Iran, reached a detente last year as well, easing tensions between the denominations. Davie said there was "cautious optimism" those relations were improving in the kingdom with its own minority Shiite population. 
Meanwhile, Cooper also said the U.S. government is prepared to take four Uyghur Muslims imprisoned in Saudi Arabia and "get them refugee status immediately in the United States."
The State Department also acknowledged the case and said it has "engaged with Saudi officials" over it, without discussing the rabbi's claim they could be released. It warned that Uyghur Muslims and other minority groups face possible "detention and torture" if they are returned to China. 
"We also continue to urge the PRC to cease its genocide and crimes against humanity in Xinjiang," the State Department said, using the abbreviation for the People's Republic of China, the country's formal name. 
China's embassies in Riyadh and Washington did not respond to requests for comment over the Uyghur prisoners.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/saudi-arabia-us-rabbi-kippah-dispute-religious-freedom-a932e4b5def634b82da9ac212909652b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden and Trump clinch nominations, setting the stage for a grueling general election rematch

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Before the 2020 election rematch between Joe Biden vs. Donald Trump, there were only six other times in U.S. history when the same two candidates confronted each other twice in races for the White House. How does the Biden-Trump sequel stack up to history?
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    [image: This combo image shows President Joe Biden, left, Jan. 5, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, right, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks on lowering prices for American families during an event at the YMCA Allard Center, Monday, March 11, 2024, in Goffstown, N.H. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: A person votes at a polling site for the presidential primary election on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Stephanie Gaines wears a "vote" mask at a polling site for the presidential primary election on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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Stephanie Gaines wears a "vote" mask at a polling site for the presidential primary election on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: "I voted" stickers sit ready for voters to take after casting their ballot in the primary election at Precinct 205 at St. Jospeh Catholic Church in Gluckstadt, Miss., Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Barbara Gauntt/The Clarion-Ledger via AP)]
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[image: Alex Fraley, right, helps her daughter Elizabeth Fraley, "cast" her vote on a electronic pad while her mother, at a north Jackson, Miss., election precinct at St. Philip's Episcopal Church, during Mississippi's party primaries, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Mississippians statewide are voting for all four of the state's U.S. House seats and one U.S. Senate seat. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A lone voter has a choice of privacy voting kiosks at which to cast her ballot at this north Jackson, Miss., election precinct during Mississippi's party primaries, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Mississippians are voting in party primaries for all four of the state's U.S. House seats and one U.S. Senate seat. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A voter rushes into this north Jackson, Miss., election precinct to cast his ballot during Mississippi's party primaries, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Mississippians are voting in party primaries for all four of the state's U.S. House seats and one U.S. Senate seat. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Janet Thomas of Gluckstadt, Miss., casts her vote in the primary election at Precinct 205 at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Gluckstadt, Miss., Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Barbara Gauntt =majad=]
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[image: The shadow of a voter entering the precinct at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Gluckstadt, Miss., is cast on a privacy divider for people filling out ballots at Precinct 205 at during the primary election Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (Barbara Gauntt/The Clarion-Ledger via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump clinched their parties' presidential nominations Tuesday with decisive victories in a slate of low-profile primaries, setting up a general election rematch that many voters do not want.
The outcome of contests across Georgia, Mississippi and Washington state was never in doubt. Neither Biden, a Democrat, nor Trump, a Republican, faced major opposition. But the magnitude of their wins gave each man the delegate majority he needed to claim his party's nomination at the summertime national conventions.
Not even halfway through the presidential primary calendar, Tuesday marked a crystalizing moment for a nation uneasy with its choices in 2024. 




There is no longer any doubt that the fall election will feature a rematch between two flawed and unpopular presidents. At 81, Biden is already the oldest president in U.S. history, while the 77-year-old Trump is facing decades in prison as a defendant in four criminal cases. Their rematch -- the first featuring two U.S. presidents since 1912 -- will almost certainly deepen the nation's searing political and cultural divides over the eight-month grind that lies ahead.

    


In a statement, Biden celebrated the nomination while casting Trump as a serious threat to democracy.
Trump, Biden said, "is running a campaign of resentment, revenge, and retribution that threatens the very idea of America."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He continued, "I am honored that the broad coalition of voters representing the rich diversity of the Democratic Party across the country have put their faith in me once again to lead our party -- and our country -- in a moment when the threat Trump poses is greater than ever."
Trump, in a video posted on social media, celebrated what he called "a great day of victory."
"But now we have to get back to work because we have the worst president in the history of our country," Trump said of Biden. "So, we're not going to take time to celebrate. We'll celebrate in eight months when the election is over."

    


Both candidates dominated Tuesday's primaries in swing-state Georgia, deep-red Mississippi and Democratic-leaning Washington. Trump also won Hawaii's Republican caucus. 
Despite their tough talk, the road ahead will not be easy for either presumptive nominee.
Trump is facing 91 felony counts in four criminal cases involving his handling of classified documents and his attempt to overturn the 2020 election, among other alleged crimes. He's also facing increasingly pointed questions about his policy plans and relationships with some of the world's most dangerous dictators. Trump met privately on Friday with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who has rolled back democracy in his country.
Biden, who would be 86 years old at the end of his next term, is working to assure a skeptical electorate that he's still physically and mentally able to thrive in the world's most important job. Voters in both parties are unhappy with his handling of immigration and inflation. 
And he's dealing with additional dissension within his party's progressive base, furious that he hasn't done more to stop Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza. Activists and religious leaders in Washington encouraged Democrats to vote "uncommitted" to signal their outrage. 

    


In Seattle, 26-year-old voter Bella Rivera said they hoped their "uncommitted" vote would would serve as a wakeup call for the Democratic party.
"If you really want our votes, if you want to win this election, you're going to have to show a little bit more either support of Palestinian liberation -- that's something that's very important to us -- and ceasing funds to Israel," said Rivera, a preschool teacher who uses they/them pronouns.
Almost 3,000 miles away in Georgia, retiree Donna Graham said she would have preferred another Republican nominee over Trump, but she said there's no way she'd ever vote for Biden in the general election. 
"He wasn't my first choice, but he's the next best thing," Graham said of Trump. "It's sad that it's the same old matchup as four years ago."
___
Associated Press writers Hallie Golden in Seattle, Jeff Amy in Loganville, Georgia, Fatima Hussein in Manchester, New Hampshire, and Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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    [image: Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins speaks during a news conference Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Flowery Branch, Ga. Cousins has one playoff victory in his long career. The Falcons are betting at least $100 million that he's the guy who can lead them to the first Super Bowl title in franchise history. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: FILE - New York Giants running back Saquon Barkley runs for a touchdown against the Philadelphia Eagles during the second half of an NFL football game Monday, Dec. 25, 2023, in Philadelphia. The Philadelphia Eagles have agreed to contracts with former New York Giants running back Saquon Barkley and former New York Jets defensive end Bryce Huff, two people familiar with the deals told The Associated Press on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        The NFL is reviewing whether the Atlanta Falcons and Philadelphia Eagles violated tampering policies during the legal tampering window, a league spokesman said Thursday.
The Falcons agreed to a contract with four-time Pro Bowl quarterback Kirk Cousins shortly after teams were permitted to start negotiating with unrestricted free agents on Monday.
The Eagles quickly struck a deal with two-time Pro Bowl running back Saquon Barkley soon after the negotiation period opened at 12 p.m. EDT.
Penn State coach James Franklin told a reporter that Eagles general manager Howie Roseman spoke to Barkley and pitched him on the connection between the Eagles and Nittany Lions fan bases.
Teams are permitted to talk directly with agents during the 52-hour negotiating window, but can't speak to the player unless he has no agent and represents himself.
The Eagles have denied the claims.

    


In Atlanta's case, Cousins said Wednesday: "There's great people here. And it's not just the football team. I mean, I'm looking at the support staff. Meeting -- calling, yesterday, calling our head athletic trainer, talking to our head of PR I'm thinking, we got good people here. And that's exciting to be a part of."
Cousins wasn't permitted to speak to anyone before 4 p.m. EDT on Wednesday.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tampering-cousins-barkley-eagles-falcons-e43dba4b01db9dcc4012b3b552863092
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    [image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: North Carolina guard Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina forward Harrison Ingram celebrates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina head coach Hubert Davis encourages his team during the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference quarterfinals NCAA college basketball tournament game against Florida State, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | North Carolina head coach Hubert Davis encourages his team during the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference quarterfinals NCAA college basketball tournament game against Florida State, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: North Carolina guard Elliot Cadeau (2) passes the ball as Florida State forward Jamir Watkins (2) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Florida State guard Primo Spears, obscured behind, and North Carolina forward Harrison Ingram reach for the ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina guard Cormac Ryan celebrates his three-point basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: Florida State forward Cam Corhen (3) fouls North Carolina forward Jae'Lyn Withers (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot, left, dunks the ball in front of Florida State forward Baba Miller during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Florida State guard Jalen Warley, left, and forward Baba Miller, center, combine to guard North Carolina guard RJ Davis during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: The North Carolina bench celebrates a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: North Carolina guards RJ Davis (4) and Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrate during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks over Florida State guard Jalen Warley during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina guard RJ Davis celebrates his 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | North Carolina guard RJ Davis celebrates his 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: Florida State head coach Leonard Hamilton speaks with a referee during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Florida State head coach Leonard Hamilton speaks with a referee during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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    [image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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[image: North Carolina guard Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 15
North Carolina guard Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: North Carolina forward Harrison Ingram celebrates during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: North Carolina head coach Hubert Davis encourages his team during the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference quarterfinals NCAA college basketball tournament game against Florida State, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: North Carolina guard Elliot Cadeau (2) passes the ball as Florida State forward Jamir Watkins (2) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Florida State guard Primo Spears, obscured behind, and North Carolina forward Harrison Ingram reach for the ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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Florida State guard Primo Spears, obscured behind, and North Carolina forward Harrison Ingram reach for the ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: North Carolina guard Cormac Ryan celebrates his three-point basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | North Carolina guard Cormac Ryan celebrates his three-point basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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North Carolina guard Cormac Ryan celebrates his three-point basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: Florida State forward Cam Corhen (3) fouls North Carolina forward Jae'Lyn Withers (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | Florida State forward Cam Corhen (3) fouls North Carolina forward Jae'Lyn Withers (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15
Florida State forward Cam Corhen (3) fouls North Carolina forward Jae'Lyn Withers (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot, left, dunks the ball in front of Florida State forward Baba Miller during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | North Carolina forward Armando Bacot, left, dunks the ball in front of Florida State forward Baba Miller during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15
North Carolina forward Armando Bacot, left, dunks the ball in front of Florida State forward Baba Miller during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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[image: Florida State guard Jalen Warley, left, and forward Baba Miller, center, combine to guard North Carolina guard RJ Davis during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Florida State guard Jalen Warley, left, and forward Baba Miller, center, combine to guard North Carolina guard RJ Davis during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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Florida State guard Jalen Warley, left, and forward Baba Miller, center, combine to guard North Carolina guard RJ Davis during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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[image: The North Carolina bench celebrates a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | The North Carolina bench celebrates a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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The North Carolina bench celebrates a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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[image: North Carolina guards RJ Davis (4) and Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrate during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | North Carolina guards RJ Davis (4) and Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrate during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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North Carolina guards RJ Davis (4) and Elliot Cadeau (2) celebrate during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks over Florida State guard Jalen Warley during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks over Florida State guard Jalen Warley during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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North Carolina forward Armando Bacot dunks over Florida State guard Jalen Warley during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: North Carolina guard RJ Davis celebrates his 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | North Carolina guard RJ Davis celebrates his 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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North Carolina guard RJ Davis celebrates his 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Florida State in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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[image: Florida State head coach Leonard Hamilton speaks with a referee during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Florida State head coach Leonard Hamilton speaks with a referee during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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Florida State head coach Leonard Hamilton speaks with a referee during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in the quarterfinal round of the Atlantic Coast Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Armando Bacot scored 14 points and grabbed 10 of his team's 48 rebounds to Florida State's 22, and fourth-ranked North Carolina rolled into the Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament semifinals with a 92-67 victory Thursday.
Bacot got the double-double with a rebound on his final play before being pulled midway through the second half, and unanimous ACC player of the year RJ Davis scored a game-high 18 points.
Winning their sixth in a row, the Tar Heels flexed their muscles on the boards, at one point grabbing four offensive rebounds on the same possession late in the first half. By halftime, the Seminoles had just six.
A combination of rebounding domination and some timely shooting -- as Florida State went ice cold from the floor -- helped UNC (26-6, 18-3 ACC) pull away. Shooting for a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament, the ACC's regular-season champions face Wake Forest or Pitt on Friday night with a spot in the final on the line.

    


No. 11 Duke could be there for a rematch from last week and a third meeting between the Tobacco Road rivals in the past two months. UNC has not reached an ACC Tournament final since 2018 and hasn't won it since 2016, when it was also in Washington.




Unlike the Blue Devils, FSU didn't pose much of a challenge to UNC, which also got 14 from Cormac Ryan, who went 3 of 4 from 3-point range fresh off his leading performance at Cameron Indoor Stadium.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Primo Spears led ninth-seeded Florida State (17-16, 10-11) with 17 points. Spears did so in his old home arena after playing last season at Georgetown.
BIG PICTURE
Florida State: Missing the NCAA Tournament for a third consecutive season could bring some questions about how the program is trending under longtime coach Leonard Hamilton. The struggles came after the Seminoles reached the Sweet 16 twice and made one trip to the Elite Eight sandwiched around a successful 2019-20 season that would have brought a high seed before the tournament was canceled because of the pandemic.

    


North Carolina: The selection committee is watching, and there's no rust on a team that looks every bit like a national championship contender. The Tar Heels were sharp in their first game since Saturday, and even if they may need another top team to falter in its conference tournament, is on track to get a No. 1 seed if they keep playing like this the rest of the week.
UP NEXT
UNC is again expected to be a heavy favorite against Pitt or Wake Forest, with much more Carolina blue expected in the stands as the weekend goes on.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Brewers will open season without their All-Star closer. Devin Williams has stress fractures in back

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Devin Williams throws during the third inning of a spring training baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]


    

    
        
            
                    Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Devin Williams throws during the third inning of a spring training baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The Milwaukee Brewers will open the season without All-Star closer Devin Williams, who won't throw for six weeks and could miss at least three months while recovering from two stress fractures in his back.
Williams pitched through back soreness at the end of last season, when the Brewers were NL Central champions. The right-hander was feeling discomfort again this spring, and after an initial MRI in Arizona, was examined Wednesday by Dr. Robert Watkins in California. Watkins, a leading spine specialist, diagnosed the fractures.
"My understanding is it's going to be six weeks of no throw just to shut him down, and then Devin will determine the pace beyond that," Brewers general manager Matt Arnold said Thursday. "We just want to be extra cautious with him, and make sure he gets the good treatment that he needs."
Williams told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel in a story posted online Thursday that there was a difference in the initial diagnosis and what Watkins saw when the pitcher went for a second opinion.

    


After the MRI by the team, new Brewers manager Pat Murphy indicated there was no reason for concern, telling reporters Sunday, "Felt like he could move forward with it and just treat it. ... Give him some time off."




In his response to the Journal Sentinel, Williams said that was not a mischaracterization by Murphy.
Arnold agreed, and said the team and Williams both wanted to get the second opinion. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 29-year-old right-hander was 8-3 with a 1.53 ERA and 36 saves in 40 chances last year. Over his past two All-Star seasons, Williams had 183 strikeouts in 119 1/3 innings. He is 26-10 with a 1.89 ERA and 54 saves over 219 career appearances since his debut late in 2019. He was the National League Rookie of the Year in 2020. 
The loss of Williams puts even more pressure on a normally strong bullpen behind a rotation with plenty of questions. The Brewers traded three-time All-Star and 2021 NL Cy Young Award winner Corbin Burnes, and two-time All-Star starting pitcher Brandon Woodruff likely will miss the entire season recovering from shoulder surgery. 

    


"Any time you lose a pitcher of the caliber of Devin, it's always a tough loss for sure. I don't think there's any way you can replace that necessarily," Arnold said. "But we have a lot of guys that we believe in in our group, and somebody is going to take a step forward. ... This early in camp, there's still a ways to go to determine who that's going to be."
Arnold said the team would also be open to looking outside the organization for help. 
Williams and the Brewers avoided going to salary arbitration after settling on a $7.25 million, one-year contract in November. The deal also includes a club option for 2025 that could make it worth $18.5 million for two seasons.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Jaromir Jagr bobbleheads stolen en route to Pittsburgh. Giveaway postponed

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former Pittsburgh Penguins player Jaromir Jagr stands at center ice and waves to fans after skating during warm ups after having a banner with his retired uniform number raised to the rafters of PPG Paints arena before an NHL hockey game between the Los Angeles Kings and the Penguins in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024. Jaromir Jagr is missing. Well, the bobbleheads of the former NHL star are anyway. The Pittsburgh Penguins announced Thursday, March 14 that a shipment carrying bobbleheads of the franchise icon was stolen after arriving in California. The team had intended to give the bobbleheads away to fans during Thursday night's game against the San Jose Sharks. (AP Photo/Gene Puskar, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Former Pittsburgh Penguins player Jaromir Jagr stands at center ice and waves to fans after skating during warm ups after having a banner with his retired uniform number raised to the rafters of PPG Paints arena before an NHL hockey game between the Los Angeles Kings and the Penguins in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024. Jaromir Jagr is missing. Well, the bobbleheads of the former NHL star are anyway. The Pittsburgh Penguins announced Thursday, March 14 that a shipment carrying bobbleheads of the franchise icon was stolen after arriving in California. The team had intended to give the bobbleheads away to fans during Thursday night's game against the San Jose Sharks. (AP Photo/Gene Puskar, File)
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Jaromir Jagr is missing. Well, the bobbleheads of the former NHL star are anyway.
The Pittsburgh Penguins announced Thursday that a shipment carrying bobbleheads of the franchise icon was stolen after arriving in California.
The team had intended to give the bobbleheads away to fans during Thursday night's home game against the San Jose Sharks. Instead, the club will give fans a voucher that will allow them to pick up the item at a later date.
Penguins president of business operations Kevin Acklin said in a statement the club has contacted state and federal authorities to look into the incident.
"While this unfortunate incident adds to the legend of Jaromir Jagr, who will be in attendance as our guest at (the) game, we look forward to resolving this theft and delivering the prized Jagr bobbleheads to their rightful homes, with our fans," Acklin said in a statement.
The team retired Jagr's No. 68 during a pregame ceremony last month. The 52-year-old Jagr, the NHL's second all-time leading scorer, remains an active player on the team he owns in his native Czech Republic.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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Jets, linebacker C.J. Mosley agree to a new contract that provides salary cap relief, AP source says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - New York Jets linebacker C.J. Mosley (57) runs during an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023, in Cleveland. The New York Jets and linebacker C.J. Mosley agreed to a new two-year contract worth $17.25 million that provide the team with more salary cap space in free agency, a person with knowledge of the deal told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirk Irwin, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - New York Jets linebacker C.J. Mosley (57) runs during an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023, in Cleveland. The New York Jets and linebacker C.J. Mosley agreed to a new two-year contract worth $17.25 million that provide the team with more salary cap space in free agency, a person with knowledge of the deal told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirk Irwin, File)
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                                        The New York Jets and linebacker C.J. Mosley agreed to a new two-year contract worth $17.25 million that provides the team with more salary cap space in free agency, a person with knowledge of the deal told The Associated Press.
Mosley was due to make a non-guaranteed $17 million in base pay this season under his previous contract, and would have counted a team-high $21.5 million against this year's cap. The sides agreed to redo the contract to help the team's cap situation -- freeing about $8 million -- while also giving Mosley more security and another year with the Jets.
The new deal includes $13.25 million in guarantees, including $9 million fully guaranteed this season, the person told the AP on condition of anonymity because the team didn't announce the details. ESPN first reported Mosley and the Jets had agreed on a reworked contract.

    


The Jets also announced they re-signed offensive lineman Jake Hanson.
The 31-year-old Mosley has led New York in combined tackles in each of the last three seasons while also serving as the primary signal caller in the middle of the Jets' defense. He was a second-team All-Pro last season and made his fifth career Pro Bowl -- first with New York -- in 2022.




Mosley, voted four times by his Jets teammates as a defensive captain, spent his first five NFL seasons with Baltimore and established himself as one of the league's top playmaking linebackers. He signed a five-year, $85 million deal with the Jets in 2019, but missed all but two games that season with a torn groin. Mosley also was among several players who sat out the following season due to COVID-19 concerns.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He has been a consistent performer and leader the last three seasons after remodeling his body to better fit as a sideline-to-sideline linebacker in the defense run by coordinator Jeff Ulbrich and coach Robert Saleh. Mosley, voted the winner of the Jets' selfless warrior award last season by the coaching staff, has played in all but one of New York's last 51 games.

    


Mosley has more than 1,000 career tackles, 12 interceptions, 10 forced fumbles and nine fumble recoveries.
Hanson was a restricted free agent who played in seven games last season, including four starts at right guard. He'll provide depth on a revamped line that has been the focus of general manager Joe Douglas at the start of free agency.
The Jets agreed Wednesday to acquire offensive tackle Morgan Moses from the Ravens in a trade. New York will also receive Baltimore's fourth-round pick (No. 134 overall), while the Ravens are getting a fourth-rounder (No. 112) and a sixth-rounder.
Former Ravens guard John Simpson also agreed earlier this week to a two-year, $18 million deal to join the Jets.
___
AP Pro Football Writer Rob Maaddi contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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UFC Hall of Famer Mark Coleman from hospital bed: 'I'm the happiest man in the world'

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - UFC Hall of Famer Mark Coleman gestures during the weigh-in ahead of his UFC 109 fight against Randy Couture Friday, Feb. 5, 2010, in Las Vegas. Former UFC champion Mark Coleman was airlifted to a hospital and was ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - UFC Hall of Famer Mark Coleman gestures during the weigh-in ahead of his UFC 109 fight against Randy Couture Friday, Feb. 5, 2010, in Las Vegas. Former UFC champion Mark Coleman was airlifted to a hospital and was "battling for his life" after saving his parents from a house fire in Ohio this week, his daughter said on Instagram. Morgan Coleman posted Tuesday night, March 12, 2024, that her father went into the burning house several times and was able to bring out his mother and father. (Neil Davidson/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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                                        TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) -- UFC Hall of Famer and former champion Mark Coleman called himself "the happiest man in the world" as he embraced members of his family from a hospital bed.
Coleman was airlifted to a hospital on Wednesday after saving his parents from a house fire in Ohio this week, according to daughter Morgan Coleman. On Thursday, an emotional video was posted to Mark Coleman's Instagram.
"I swear to God, I'm so lucky," Coleman said in the video. "I can't believe my parents are alive. I had to make a decision. I got out of my room and went to the door and it was already horrible. I couldn't breathe. I almost had to go outside, but I went back and got them. I can't believe it."
Morgan Coleman had posted that her father went into the burning house several times and was able to bring out his mother and father. Coleman said at the time that her 59-year-old father was "battling for his life after this heroic act."

    


He was unable to rescue a dog, Hammer, from the fire.
"I got them (his parents) but couldn't find Hammer," Coleman said in the video.
A post on X from UFC writer Jonathan Snowden showed massive damage to the house.




Coleman, form Fremont, Ohio, was UFC's first heavyweight champion in 1997 when he defeated Dan Severn. He won 16 of 26 fights over his 14-year career and was inducted into the UFC Hall of Fame in 2008.
Coleman was an amateur wrestler before his Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) career, winning an NCAA title at Ohio State in 1988 and competing at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics.
Another of Coleman's daughters, Kenzie, said on Instagram that Hammer woke her father up with his barking.
Morgan Coleman has organized a gofundme.com site for her father, raising more than $70,000 as of Thursday afternoon.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Isaacs scores 22 as No. 25 Texas Tech holds off No. 20 BYU for 81-67 Big 12 quarterfinal win

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) looks to shoot under pressure from Texas Tech forward Robert Jennings (25) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) gets past Texas Tech forward Robert Jennings (25) to put up a shot during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU guard Richie Saunders (15) shoots over Texas Tech forward Eemeli Yalaho (23) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU forward Fousseyni Traore (45) puts up as shot during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Texas Tech Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) passes over Texas Tech guard Darrion Williams (5) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) looks to shoot under pressure from Texas Tech forward Robert Jennings (25) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Pop Isaacs scored 22 points, Chance McMillian added 17 points and eight rebounds and No. 25 Texas Tech withstood a furious second-half rally by No. 20 BYU for an 81-67 victory in the quarterfinals of the Big 12 Tournament on Thursday.
Kerwin Walton added 12 points and Robert Jennings and Joe Toussaint had 10 apiece for No. 4 seed Red Raiders (23-9), who led by as many as 23 in the first half before the Cougars (23-10) embarked on a 15-0 second-half run to make it interesting.
Jaxson Robinson hit a pair of 3-pointers before two free throws from Richie Saunders got the Big 12 newcomers within 62-55 with 5:04 to go. But unperturbed, Toussaint answered with a 3 for Texas Tech, and when Trevin Knell's answering 3 rimmed out, Darrion Williams added another to give coach Grant McCasland's team some breathing room.

    


The Red Raiders advanced from there into a semifinal matchup with No. 1 Houston or TCU on Friday night.
Robinson finished with 22 points to lead the Cougars, who shot 14 of 30 from the 3-point arc in a second-round win over UCF but were just 7 of 35 against Texas Tech. Fousseyni Traore finished with 13 points and Saunders had 12.




Kansas City Chiefs coach Andy Reid watched courtside at T-Mobile Center, trading his familiar red windbreaker for a white and blue one carrying a BYU logo. Reid graduated from there in 1981 and began his career with the Cougars under Hall of Fame coach LaVell Edwards in 1982. He still speaks fondly of those years spent in Provo, Utah.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Big Red" -- err, "Big Blue" in this case -- didn't have a whole lot to cheer about most of the day.
Texas Tech raced to a 12-2 start, then put some distance on the Cougars by outscoring them 17-4 midway through the first half. Many of its baskets came after offensive rebounds, including a crushing 3 by Walton following a missed free throw, while cold-shooting BYU continually clanked just about every shot it took at the other end of the floor. 

    


At one point, one of the nation's prolific 3-point shooting teams missed 12 straight shots during a 1-for-19 slump.
Probably to the delight of Reid's quarterback -- and noted Texas Tech alum -- Patrick Mahomes.
Isaacs led the way for the Red Raiders, just as he did in January, when he scored 23 of his 32 points in the second half to help them rally from a 16-point deficit in Lubbock. The second-team All-Big 12 guard buried a trio of 3s and had 15 points at the break, then helped his teammates make enough plays in the second half to absorb the Cougars' big run.
UP NEXT
BYU will return to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2021, likely as the No. 5 or 6 seed.
Texas Tech was routed by Houston in January and split regular-season games with TCU, with each winning at home.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here.
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                                        BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
DETROIT TIGERS -- Optioned INF Buddy Kennedy to Toledo (IL).
National League
ATLANTA BRAVES -- Signed OF Adam Duvall to a one-year major league contract.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS -- Agreed to terms on a two-year contract with OL Jonah Williams. Agreed to terms on a three-year contract with CB Sean Murphy-Bunting, DLs Justin Jones and Bilal Nichols, LB Mack Wilson Sr., and RB DeeJay Dallas. 
ATLANTA FALCONS -- Re-signed OL Storm Norton and WR Kha'Darel Hodge.
BALTIMORE RAVENS -- Re-signed QB Josh Johnson to a one-year contract. 
BUFFALO BILLS -- Re-signed RB Ty Johnson.
CHICAGO BEARS -- Signed OL Coleman Shelton to a one-year contract.
CINCINNATI BENGALS -- Signed TE Mike Gesicki to a one-year contract. Signed S Geno Stone to a two-year contract.
DALLAS COWBOYS -- Re-signed CB Jourdan Lewis to a one-year contract.

    


DETROIT LIONS -- Agreed to contract extensions for Executive Vice President and General Manager Brad Holmes, and Head Coach Dan Campbell. Agreed to a multi-year extension with Special Assistant to the President/CEO and Chairperson Chris Spielman.




GREEN BAY PACKERS -- Re-signed LB Kristian Welch to an undisclosed contract.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS -- Re-signed DL Tershawn Wharton to a one-year contract.
MIAMI DOLPHINS -- re-signed RB Salvon Ahmed and P Jake Bailey.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS -- Signed DL Jerry Tillery to a one-year contract.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS -- Released LB Chris Board and WR DeVante Paker. Trade QB Mac Jones to the Jacksonville Jaguars in exchange for a 2024 draft choice. 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS -- Signed QB Nathan Peterman to the roster.
NY JETS -- Re-signed LB C.J. Mosley to a two-year contract. Re-signed OL Jake Hanson.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS -- Signed LS Christian Kuntz to a three-year contract. Signed S DeShon Elliot to a two-year contract.
TENNESSEE TITANS -- Re-signed WR Nick Westbrook-Ikhine to a one-year contract. Signed OL Lloyd Cushenberry, CB Chidobe Awuzie, LB Kenneth Murray, and RB Tony Pollard to contracts.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
CALGARY FLAMES -- Signed D Hunter Brzustewicz to a three-year, entry-level contract.
DETROIT RED WINGS -- Recalled C Austin Czarnik from Grand Rapids (AHL).
American Hockey League
GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS -- Recalled LW Trenton Bliss from Toledo (ECHL).
_____
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Hoggard, Walker lead a late charge as Michigan State beats Minnesota 77-67 in Big Ten Tournament

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) gestures after making a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) gestures after making a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots ahead of Minnesota guard Elijah Hawkins (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) works toward the basket as Minnesota guard Elijah Hawkins (0) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) works toward the basket as Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr. (2) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota forwards Dawson Garcia (3) and Parker Fox (23) walk across the court after a loss to Michigan State in an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | Minnesota forwards Dawson Garcia (3) and Parker Fox (23) walk across the court after a loss to Michigan State in an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, center, reacts during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, left, and Minnesota head coach Ben Johnson shake hands after an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State forward Malik Hall, right, shoots over Minnesota forward Dawson Garcia during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | Michigan State forward Malik Hall, right, shoots over Minnesota forward Dawson Garcia during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State guard Tyson Walker works toward the basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | Michigan State guard Tyson Walker works toward the basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michigan State forward Jaxon Kohler (0) celebrates after a dunk by teammate forward Malik Hall (not pictured) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr., right, works toward the basket as Michigan State guard Jaden Akins defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr., right, works toward the basket as Michigan State guard Jaden Akins defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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        Hoggard, Walker lead a late charge as Michigan State beats Minnesota 77-67 in Big Ten Tournament

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) gestures after making a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) gestures after making a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots ahead of Minnesota guard Elijah Hawkins (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard Tre Holloman (5) works toward the basket as Minnesota guard Elijah Hawkins (0) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) works toward the basket as Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr. (2) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota forwards Dawson Garcia (3) and Parker Fox (23) walk across the court after a loss to Michigan State in an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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Minnesota forwards Dawson Garcia (3) and Parker Fox (23) walk across the court after a loss to Michigan State in an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, center, reacts during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, center, reacts during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, center, reacts during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo, left, and Minnesota head coach Ben Johnson shake hands after an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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Michigan State guard A.J. Hoggard (11) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State forward Malik Hall, right, shoots over Minnesota forward Dawson Garcia during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | Michigan State forward Malik Hall, right, shoots over Minnesota forward Dawson Garcia during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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Michigan State forward Malik Hall, right, shoots over Minnesota forward Dawson Garcia during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State guard Tyson Walker works toward the basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | Michigan State guard Tyson Walker works toward the basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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Michigan State guard Tyson Walker works toward the basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Michigan State forward Jaxon Kohler (0) celebrates after a dunk by teammate forward Malik Hall (not pictured) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Minnesota in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr., right, works toward the basket as Michigan State guard Jaden Akins defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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Minnesota guard Mike Mitchell Jr., right, works toward the basket as Michigan State guard Jaden Akins defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the second round of the Big Ten Conference tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A.J. Hoggard scored 17 points on 6-of-6 shooting, Tyson Walker added 15 points and No. 8 seed Michigan State beat No. 9 seed Minnesota 77-67 on Thursday in the second round of the Big Ten Conference Tournament.
Michigan State (19-13) advances to play top-seeded Purdue in the quarterfinals on Friday. The Spartans dropped an 80-74 contest at then-No. 2 Purdue on March 2 in the only regular-season meeting. Zach Edey had 32 points and 11 rebounds in that game as the Boilermakers clinched a share of the Big Ten regular-season championship -- their conference-best 26th title.
Michigan State went on a 15-2 run over a five-minute stretch to pull away from Minnesota in the second half. Malik Hall made his second field goal of the game with 11:53 left and he completed the three-point play to give Michigan State a 50-49 lead. Hall added a layup with 7:25 left to cap the run for a 59-51 lead as Minnesota missed five field goals during the stretch.

    


Walker took over down the stretch, scoring eight straight points. He gave Michigan State its first double-digit lead of the game with 3:12 left on a long jumper from the wing and, after a Minnesota basket, he added a shot in the lane to regain the 10-point edge. He got to the rim once more for a shot that hit hard off the backboard, but Jaxon Kohler followed with a putback to make it 73-64 with 1:46 left. 




Hoggard made all five of his shots in the second half for 13 points, Walker was 4 of 6 for 10 points and Michigan State shot 62% after halftime. Hall scored seven of his nine points in the second half. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dawson Garcia led Minnesota (18-14) with 19 points. Parker Fox, Pharrel Payne and Cam Christie each scored 11. Elijah Hawkins had 10 points and seven assists. 
Both teams shot 48% or better from the field in the first half as Minnesota held a 34-32 lead. 
___ Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here ___ AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/minnesota-michigan-state-basketball-score-c335f33ee806cb8d2b9047736f19fa26



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Boston Marathon field adds Americans who just missed at Olympic trials
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Some of the top also-rans from the U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials are coming to Boston.
Elkanah Kibet, who missed the men's podium by 5 seconds in a personal best 2 hours, 10 minutes, 2 seconds, will run on April 15 in Boston, where he already has two top 10 finishes. He will be joined by Sara Hall and Caroline Rotich, who finished fifth and sixth in Orlando on Feb. 3.
Rotich, who recently became a U.S. citizen, won the 2015 Boston Marathon while representing Kenya.
Jenny Simpson, a 2016 Olympic bronze medalist in the 1,500 meters, was also added to the Boston field on Thursday.
Other additions include Sam Chelanga, who placed 30th in Boston and ran a 2:08:50 in Chicago last year, and two-time Boston wheelchair winner Masazumi Soejima.
They join a previously announced field that includes 2018 champion Des Linden, 2023 fifth-place finisher Emma Bates and world 50-kilometer record holder CJ Albertson.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Bengals bolster defense, add Sheldon Rankins and Vonn Bell, AP sources say

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers safety Vonn Bell (24) reacts after a play during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023, in Jacksonville, Fla. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Carolina Panthers safety Vonn Bell (24) reacts after a play during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023, in Jacksonville, Fla. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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[image: FILE- Houston Texans defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins (98) tackles Indianapolis Colts running back Jonathan Taylor (28) of an NFL football game Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE- Houston Texans defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins (98) tackles Indianapolis Colts running back Jonathan Taylor (28) of an NFL football game Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Bengals bolster defense, add Sheldon Rankins and Vonn Bell, AP sources say

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Carolina Panthers safety Vonn Bell (24) reacts after a play during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023, in Jacksonville, Fla. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]
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[image: FILE- Houston Texans defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins (98) tackles Indianapolis Colts running back Jonathan Taylor (28) of an NFL football game Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]
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                                        The Cincinnati Bengals have bolstered their defense by agreeing on contracts with defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins and safety Vonn Bell, two people familiar with the terms told The Associated Press on Thursday.
Both people spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because the deals haven't been finalized.
Rankins gets a $26 million, two-year deal. He had six sacks in 2023 in his only season with Houston. Rankins spent his first five seasons in New Orleans and two with the Jets before going to the Texans.
Bell receives a one-year, $6 million contract to return to Cincinnati after one season in Carolina. Bell spent three seasons with the Bengals after starting his career in New Orleans.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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NLRB certifies union to represent Dartmouth basketball players

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Dartmouth basketball players Romeo Myrthil, left, and Cade Haskins talk after voting at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union.(AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Dartmouth basketball players Romeo Myrthil, left, and Cade Haskins talk after voting at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union.(AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)
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[image: FILE - Dartmouth's Romeo Myrthil (20) stands next to Duke's Caleb Foster (1) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. A ruling that gives the Dartmouth basketball team the right to unionize has far-reaching implications for all of college sports -- from the quaint, academically oriented Ivy League to the big-money football factories like Michigan and Alabama. But it's not time to cut down the nets just yet. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown, File)]
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[image: A Dartmouth Athletics banner hangs outside Alumni Gymnasium on the Dartmouth University campus in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union. (AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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[image: Dartmouth basketball players, including Cade Haskins, left, and Romeo Myrthil leave after voting in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. The Dartmouth men's basketball team has voted to unionize, taking an unprecedented step toward forming the first-ever labor union for college athletes. (AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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[image: Dartmouth basketball players Cade Haskins, left, and Romeo Myrthil are shown in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union.(AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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    [image: Dartmouth basketball players Romeo Myrthil, left, and Cade Haskins talk after voting at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union.(AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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[image: FILE - Dartmouth's Romeo Myrthil (20) stands next to Duke's Caleb Foster (1) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. A ruling that gives the Dartmouth basketball team the right to unionize has far-reaching implications for all of college sports -- from the quaint, academically oriented Ivy League to the big-money football factories like Michigan and Alabama. But it's not time to cut down the nets just yet. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown, File)]
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[image: A Dartmouth Athletics banner hangs outside Alumni Gymnasium on the Dartmouth University campus in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union. (AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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[image: Dartmouth basketball players, including Cade Haskins, left, and Romeo Myrthil leave after voting in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. The Dartmouth men's basketball team has voted to unionize, taking an unprecedented step toward forming the first-ever labor union for college athletes. (AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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[image: Dartmouth basketball players Cade Haskins, left, and Romeo Myrthil are shown in Hanover, N.H., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. Dartmouth basketball players vote Tuesday on whether to form a union.(AP Photo/Jimmy Golen)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- The National Labor Relations Board on Thursday certified a union to represent Dartmouth basketball players after the deadline passed for the school to object to the election.
Big Green players voted 13-2 on March 5 to join the Service Employees International Union Local 560 - the first ever labor union for college athletes. The March 12 deadline was for objections about the election process; the school has appealed to the full board an NLRB regional official's decision that the players are school employees.
Barring a successful appeal, the players and school will negotiate a collective bargaining agreement that would cover working conditions such as salary, practice hours and health care benefits.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dartmouth-basketball-union-b27e5702df9a92d0f2ec0ae791ca1916
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Fergie time: Former Man United manager Alex Ferguson claims 2 winners in 40 minutes at Cheltenham

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson, owner of Monmiral, celebrates winning the Pertemps Network Final, which was ridden to victory by Harry Cobden on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson, owner of Monmiral, celebrates winning the Pertemps Network Final, which was ridden to victory by Harry Cobden on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, left, reacts as Ged Mason lifts jockey Harry Skelton after winning the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, right and John Hales, second right, pose for a photo with the trophy after Protektorat won the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. The Ferguson-Hales partnership was soon celebrating after the next race as Protektorat won the Steeple Chase at 17-2. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson, owner of Monmiral, celebrates winning the Pertemps Network Final, which was ridden to victory by Harry Cobden on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Harry Skelton aboard Protektorat after winning the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. The Ferguson-Hales partnership was soon celebrating after the next race as Protektorat won the Ryanair Chase at 17-2. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, centre, celebrates winning Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Sir Alex Ferguson attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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[image: Zara Tindall attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Zara Tindall attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)
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[image: Racegoers pose for a photo on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: A racegoer arrives on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Princess Beatrice, left, with husband Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, and Mike Tindall and Zara Tindall attend day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Princess Beatrice, left, with husband Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, and Mike Tindall and Zara Tindall attend day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Trainer Willie Mullins attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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        Fergie time: Former Man United manager Alex Ferguson claims 2 winners in 40 minutes at Cheltenham

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson, owner of Monmiral, celebrates winning the Pertemps Network Final, which was ridden to victory by Harry Cobden on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, left, reacts as Ged Mason lifts jockey Harry Skelton after winning the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, right and John Hales, second right, pose for a photo with the trophy after Protektorat won the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. The Ferguson-Hales partnership was soon celebrating after the next race as Protektorat won the Steeple Chase at 17-2. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson, owner of Monmiral, celebrates winning the Pertemps Network Final, which was ridden to victory by Harry Cobden on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Harry Skelton aboard Protektorat after winning the Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. The Ferguson-Hales partnership was soon celebrating after the next race as Protektorat won the Ryanair Chase at 17-2. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Co-owner of Protektorat, Alex Ferguson, centre, celebrates winning Steeple Chase on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday March 14, 2024. Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing meeting. Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]
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[image: Sir Alex Ferguson attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Zara Tindall attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Racegoers pose for a photo on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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Racegoers pose for a photo on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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[image: A racegoer arrives on day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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[image: Princess Beatrice, left, with husband Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, and Mike Tindall and Zara Tindall attend day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Trainer Willie Mullins attends day three of the 2024 Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse, England, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)]
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                                        CHELTENHAM, England (AP) -- It was Fergie time at the Cheltenham Festival.
Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson claimed two winners in the space of 40 minutes on Thursday for his first triumphs at the prestigious horse racing jumps meeting.
"I've waited a while to experience this," said Ferguson, who compared the feeling to winning the FA Cup -- the biggest knockout competition in English soccer.
"A lot of people who buy horses have never had a winner, never mind here. It's a feeling of elation. Of course it's not the same as winning at football, that was my life, I was immersed in that. This is what I do for pleasure so it's a different feeling."
Monmiral, who Ferguson co-owns with John Hales, won the Pertemps Network Final Handicap Hurdle under jockey Harry Cobden at odds of 25-1.
"Deary me, he was brilliant," the 81-year-old Ferguson said.

    


The Ferguson-Hales partnership was soon celebrating after the next race as Protektorat -- who came third and fifth in Cheltenham's blue-riband Gold Cup race over the last two years -- dropped down a level to win the Ryanair Chase at 17-2.
Jockey Dan Skelton was the winning rider and earned his fourth victory at this year's festival.




Ferguson retired from soccer management in 2013 after nearly 27 years in charge of United, where he won 38 trophies to establish himself as one of the sport's greatest ever coaches. United had a penchant for scoring late goals under Ferguson, which is where the "Fergie time" phrase was coined.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He has long been a fan of horse racing and recently had big wins in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain with his horse, Spirit Dancer.
"In terms of horses, it is," Ferguson said when asked if it was his best day in the sport. "It's fantastic. You can't compare it with the football because it's a different thing because of the sacrifice of football, I just enjoy this.
"I've waited a long time for a winner here. It's very special."

    


On a successful day for former soccer coaches, Harry Redknapp also got in the winner's enclosure when his horse, Shakem Up'Arry, triumphed in the TrustATrader Plate Handicap Chase.
The 77-year-old Redknapp, who retired from management in 2017, was in charge of West Ham, Portsmouth and Tottenham among other English teams.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alex-ferguson-cheltenham-horse-racing-01d50e5e091563d0f53b55d2fbd4a81d
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New France players rewarded in unchanged side to face Six Nations title-chaser England

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: France team line up before the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: France's head coach Fabien Galthie before the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: France's Louis Bielle-Biarrey looks to power through during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: France's Paul Boudehent, right, and France's Alexandre Roumat wave to fans after the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: England's head coach Steve Borthwick watches on players warming up for the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: England's George Furbank scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: France's head coach Fabien Galthie before the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: France's Louis Bielle-Biarrey looks to power through during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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France's Louis Bielle-Biarrey looks to power through during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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[image: France's Paul Boudehent, right, and France's Alexandre Roumat wave to fans after the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and France at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: England's head coach Steve Borthwick watches on players warming up for the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | England's head coach Steve Borthwick watches on players warming up for the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
England's head coach Steve Borthwick watches on players warming up for the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: England's George Furbank scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | England's George Furbank scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
England's George Furbank scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PARIS (AP) -- France coach Fabien Galthie has rewarded his young players for beating Wales by naming an unchanged lineup to face England in the Six Nations on Saturday.
Galthie even kept the same bench for the game in Lyon after his new-look France side rallied to a 45-24 record score in Cardiff last Sunday after making eight changes.
"Now this team is faced with a big challenge, beating England six days later," Galthie said. "They will have to stand up to it, be better than in Cardiff."
After upsetting Ireland 23-22 last Sunday, England had to make one change. Wing Immanuel Feyi-Waboso revealed concussion symptoms on Monday after his first test start.
Elliot Daly replaced him as expected. Daly was replaced in the reserves by Manu Tuilagi, who has recovered from a groin sprain in December to make the test team for the first time since the Rugby World Cup bronze final in Paris in October.

    


Back-rower Ethan Roots also has come in for Chandler Cunningham-Smith, who injured a calf against Ireland.
Beating Ireland lifted England back into the title race. England will win the Six Nations if Ireland loses without a bonus point, and England beats France with a bonus point. France has a mathematical chance at the title.




"After such a hard-fought win against Ireland last week, we realize how important it is to back that performance up with a similar display in Lyon on Saturday," England coach Steve Borthwick said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scrumhalf Nolann Le Garrec is again preferred by France to Maxime Lucu, while center Nicolas Depoortere, fullback Leo Barre and imposing lock Emmanuel Meafou also keep their slots following convincing test debuts against Wales.
"If you want to talk about energy, they brought lots and lots of energy," Galthie said. "
Le Garrec bossed the game behind the rucks against Wales and added a try for good measure.
Prop Georges-Henri Colombe made a try-scoring debut off the bench in Cardiff and is again among Galthie's "finishers," as he likes to call impact players in the reserves.

    


Prolific goalkicker Thomas Ramos resumes in a makeshift flyhalf role to allow Barre to continue at fullback and counter England's high ball. 
Switching Ramos happened only because of a tournament-ending knee injury to first-choice flyhalf Matthieu Jalibert in the 13-13 draw against Italy, but so far it has paid off.
"Thomas is very influential at organizing play, and is also (influential) on other players," Galthie said. "In terms of managing the high points and the low points, he's very good."
Louis Bielle-Biarrey is on the left wing, while veteran Gael Fickou, who has started scoring tries again, partners Depoortere in midfield.
No. 8 Gregory Alldritt captains the side at Groupama Stadium, where he will be joined in the back row by experienced flankers Charles Ollivon and Francois Cros.
___
Lineups:
France: Leo Barre, Damian Penaud, Gael Fickou, Nicolas Depoortere, Louis Bielle-Biarrey, Thomas Ramos, Nolann Le Garrec; Gregory Alldritt (captain), Charles Ollivon, Francois Cros, Emmanuel Meafou, Thibaud Flament, Uini Atonio, Julien Marchand, Cyril Baille. Reserves: Peato Mauvaka, Sebastien Taofifenua, Georges-Henri Colombe, Romain Taofifenua, Alexandre Roumat, Paul Boudehent, Maxime Lucu, Yoram Moefana.

    


England: George Furbank, Tommy Freeman, Henry Slade, Ollie Lawrence, Elliot Daly, George Ford, Alex Mitchell; Ben Earl, Sam Underhill, Ollie Chessum, George Martin, Maro Itoje, Dan Cole, Jamie George (captain), Ellis Genge. Reserves: Theo Dan, Joe Marler, Will Stuart, Ethan Roots, Alex Dombrandt, Danny Care, Marcus Smith, Manu Tuilagi.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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South Carolina men's basketball coach Lamont Paris to get contract extension, AP source says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris throws his hands up in disbelief during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against LSU Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. Lamont Paris is the AP All-SEC coach of the year in voting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)]
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[image: South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris reacts to a official's call during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Mississippi, Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. South Carolina won 72-59. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Southeastern Conference coach of the year Lamont Paris will receive a contract extension and raise at South Carolina, a person with knowledge of the deal told The Associated Press.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the agreement still must be approved by the school's board of trustees. The trustees have set a meeting for Friday morning with the only item on the agenda, "Approval of Athletics Employment Contract."
Paris' new deal is expected to take him through the 2029-30 season and bring his salary to more than $4 million per season.
Paris has led the Gamecocks to a 25-6 mark this season after going 11-21 a year ago in his debut season. South Carolina, seeded fifth, returned to the national rankings this season for the first time since 2017. The 15th-ranked Gamecocks will start play in the SEC Tournament later Thursday against Arkansas.

    


Paris' name has come up for basketball openings at Ohio State and Louisville with his background as an assistant coach at Wisconsin from 2010-17.
He got his first head coaching job at Chattanooga in 2018 and led the Mocs to the NCAA Tournament two years ago.




Paris took over two seasons ago after South Carolina dismissed Frank Martin, who had just one NCAA appearance in 10 years on the job.
Paris' team is poised for the program's first NCAA bid since Martin's group went to the Final Four in 2017.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This season, the Gamecocks defeated SEC powers Kentucky at home and Tennessee on the road on the way to 13 league wins, the second most in program history.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Oklahoma State fires men's basketball coach Mike Boynton after seven seasons

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Oklahoma State head coach Mike Boynton reacts to a call during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Iowa State, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. Oklahoma State announced Thursday, March 14, 2024, that it has fired men's basketball coach Mike Boynton. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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[image: Oklahoma State head coach Mike Boynton reacts on the sideline in the second half of the NCAA college basketball game against BYU, Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)]
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[image: Oklahoma State head coach Mike Boynton, Jr. talks to his players during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against UCF Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        Oklahoma State fired men's basketball coach Mike Boynton on Thursday.
Boynton had a 119-109 record in seven seasons at the school. The Cowboys went 12-20 this season and lost their opening game of the Big 12 Tournament to UCF on Tuesday.
"For seven years, Coach Boynton has led this program and represented this university with class," Oklahoma State athletic director Chad Weiberg said in a statement on Thursday. "We're grateful for the genuine passion and care he has for the student-athletes on our team. Unfortunately, the desired results have not followed. Therefore, it is time to part ways and begin a new chapter. We wish Coach Boynton and his family the very best."
The Cowboys reached only one NCAA tournament under Boynton as he dealt with the fallout from an NCAA investigation. His teams often were gritty and defensive-minded but struggled to score.

    


In 2020, an NCAA infractions committee gave the Cowboys a one-year postseason ban and other penalties after former assistant coach Lamont Evans accepted up to $22,000 so he could help steer athletes to certain financial advisers. Oklahoma State immediately fired Evans after he was arrested in 2017, and the school said it fully cooperated with the NCAA's inquiry.




Oklahoma State played in the postseason in 2021 because the case was being appealed. The Cowboys, led by star freshman Cade Cunningham, reached the NCAA Tournament before being upset by Oregon State in the second round. Cunningham was the No. 1 overall pick in the 2021 NBA draft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oklahoma State had a promising team heading into the 2021-22 season, but the school's appeal of its postseason ban was denied. Boynton called the penalty unfair.
"There's no wonder that nobody trusts them," an emotional Boynton said of the NCAA at the time. "As they get to hide behind letters ... And they don't have to come do this -- answer questions and talk to kids and talk to parents."

    


The Cowboys finished with a 15-15 record that season, then went 20-16 last season.
A strong recruiting class gave the Cowboys hope that they could be competitive this season. The Cowboys showed promise by winning three of five during a stretch in February, but they closed the season by losing six straight.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Tiny North Central enjoying moment at top of women's wrestling with change on horizon as sport grows

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    This year, hundreds of girls competed in Pennsylvania's first sanctioned state tournament as the state rocketed to more than 180 high school teams from none in 2020. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa/Matt Rourke)
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    [image: North Central women's wrestling team's Tiera Jimerson stretches during a practice at North Central College in Naperville, Ill., Tuesday, March 5, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling team's Yelena Makoyed listens to head coach Joe Norton during a practice at North Central College in Naperville, Ill., Monday, March 4, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling team's Amani Jones, right, works with Yele Aycock during a practice at the Alliant Energy Powerhouse arena in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling team's Haley Vann takes a break during a practice at North Central College in Naperville, Ill., Monday, March 4, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling team's Kendra Ryan smiles at Sydney Petzinger during a practice at the Alliant Energy Powerhouse arena in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling head coach Joe Norton holds singlets as he talks with his team after a practice at North Central College in Naperville, Ill., Monday, March 4, 2024. The team is a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: North Central women's wrestling team's Maddie Avila looks down at a scale while she checks for weight before team practice at a team's hotel room in Cedar Rapids, IA., Wednesday, March 6, 2024. North Central women's wrestling team, which happens to be a national powerhouse even though the program is only a few years old and the school is D-III. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        NAPERVILLE, Ill. (AP) -- Joe Norton was plenty busy leading a successful men's wrestling team at his alma mater when a conversation with his boss in the weight room changed things in a flash. Athletic director Jim Miller mentioned the school was adding women's bowling. Norton's response: Why not wrestling?
"I was like half joking," Norton said. "But I was like what are we adding women's bowling for? And he said, you know, because we can get like a roster number of 10 to 12. And I said ... I'd get 40 women's wrestlers."
Norton now oversees one of the nation's most successful programs in a growing sport poised for NCAA championship recognition as the women's wrestling coach at North Central College, a Division III school in the Chicago suburbs. 
The program has ballooned in its five years from nine wrestlers to 51 from 23 states stretching from the East Coast to Alaska. 

    


Four from North Central have combined to capture six national titles since the program's inception, and six are scheduled to compete next month in the U.S. Olympic Team Trials at Penn State. The Cardinals finished second to Iowa in the National Collegiate Women's Wrestling Championships after taking the top prize last year.




With programs from all divisions going against each other, North Central can say it's one of the best, period, and not just in Division III. That could change in the coming years, with participation increasing and the potential championship recognition by the NCAA.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The number of NCAA and NAIA schools as well as junior colleges with programs has leaped from 62 to 144 the past five years with individual participation growing from 935 to 2,641, according to the National Wrestling Coaches Association. The NCAA has seen about a threefold growth in that span, from 27 teams to 78 and 398 participants to 1,261 competing across all divisions. 
It is clear what is feeding the boom: Girls' wrestling has become the fastest-growing high school sport in the country.

    


There were just a handful of programs when women's college wrestling began in the 1990s. 
"We go to tournaments," said Maddie Avila, a national champion at 101 pounds in 2023. "We see so many younger wrestlers there and it's so awesome and also motivating to just see the sport growing as a whole."
There still is room to grow.
Opportunities in Division I remain scarce, with only four programs and one from a power conference: Iowa, which started competition this season. The other three are Lindenwood (Mo.), Presbyterian College and Sacred Heart.
With only a handful of options for recruits, North Central can attract the best prospects. But the landscape could change if more D-I and D-II schools -- with scholarships to offer -- start programs and women's wrestling becomes an NCAA championship sport.
In February, the NCAA Committee on Women's Athletics recommended Divisions I, II and III sponsor legislation to create a women's championship.
Members are expected to vote at the NCAA Convention in January. If it passes, the first championship could be in 2026. Wrestling would join rowing (1996), ice hockey (2000), water polo (2000), bowling (2003) and beach volleyball (2015) as the sixth to gain championship status through the Emerging Sports for Women program. 

    


"We're just enjoying this moment in time knowing that it won't last forever," said Miller, who wrestled and played football at North Central in the 1980s and coached both sports at his alma mater.
If the NCAA adds enough teams to split into divisions, Norton is prepared to have his program settle in as a D-III powerhouse. But for now?
"I was selling dreams in 2019," said Norton, who also assists the men's team. "Right now I'm selling this experience. Come and be on the No. 1 team in the country."
In a short period, a long line of All-Americans have passed through the steamy gym on the second floor of a fieldhouse built in 1930. 
The Cardinals warm up by dividing into teams for games of Olympic-style handball that resemble football at times. Players drag each other to the mat as they try to prevent one another from tossing the ball into garbage pails serving as goals at each end of the gym.

    


They sweat through drills as Corey Hart's 1980s hit "Sunglasses At Night" blares on an endless loop on a recent afternoon. Other days, the music is more current. 
Norton, who wrestled at North Central just over a decade ago, cast a wide net when he started the women's program, particularly since the Illinois High School Association didn't sponsor girls wrestling until the 2021-22 academic year. It meant flying in recruits from all over the country.
Yelena Makoyed was hanging with friends at church the night she got the call from Norton. She didn't recognize the number but answered anyway. 
"Joe didn't have much to brag about," said Makoyed, a three-time national champion at 170 pounds from the Sacramento area. "He was just starting his program. But, man, I think it was just the energy, and he just caught me at a good time. I had no idea what I wanted to do with my life."

    


Amanda Martinez got a similar feeling from Norton and assistant Zach Cook when she was transferring to North Central. Now an assistant coach for the Cardinals, she is scheduled to compete at the Olympic trials.
"They were starting a program because they wanted to -- vs. a lot of schools that had to have a women's program, you know?" she said. 
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Ireland unchanged for Six Nations title shot. Scotland start one-cap midfielder

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Ireland's Calvin Nash, centre, tries to get past Wales' George North, left and Mason Grady during a Six Nations rugby union match between Ireland and Wales at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)]
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[image: Ireland's Jamison Gibson-Park passes the ball during the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ian Walton)]
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[image: Ireland's head coach Andy Farrell chats with his player before the start for the Six Nations rugby union international match between England and Ireland, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ian Walton)]
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[image: Scotland players sing their national anthem before the start of the Six Nations rugby union international match between Italy and Scotland, at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Scotland's players huddle together at the end of the Six Nations rugby union international match between Italy and Scotland, at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Saturday, March 9, 2024. Italy beat Scotland by 31-29. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- Defending champion Ireland is unchanged after the loss to England for its Six Nations title shot against Scotland on Saturday at Lansdowne Road.
The Irish will clinch successive titles with a win or draw against Scotland, which has a mathematical chance at the title.
The same Ireland run-on side was picked on Thursday with wing Calvin Nash passed fit after a head injury knocked him out of the 23-22 loss to England at Twickenham last weekend.
Replacement back Ciaran Frawley's own head injury didn't see him return. He was replaced in the reserves by Garry Ringrose, the World Cup center who suffered a shoulder injury in January that prevented him from playing until two weeks ago.
The head injuries put Ireland in trouble against England as it had only two back reserves. Scrumhalf Jamison Gibson-Park ended up playing on the wing. This week, coach Andy Farrell restored a third back in the reserves by dropping lock Iain Henderson for flyhalf Harry Byrne.

    


Scotland, coming off its own unexpected defeat in Italy, has reacted by bringing in one-cap inside center Stafford McDowall. His only previous test was in July, a Rugby World Cup warmup against Italy. He's scored three tries in the past month for Glasgow.




McDowall will pair in midfield with clubmate Huw Jones. Cameron Redpath, a Bath clubmate of flyhalf Finn Russell, appears to be the only scapegoat of the 31-29 loss to Italy in Rome.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We feel Staff has earned an opportunity with how he's played for Glasgow, and during the Six Nation, and also how he's trained," coach Gregor Townsend said. "With Cam going well off the bench we know he can make an impact. We feel it's a really good game for Staff to start for us."
Ben White returned at scrumhalf after being rested for the Italy loss.
The pack is the same, and the reserves have gone back to a 5-3 split. Former capain Jamie Ritchie lost his place to Redpath, and France-based loosehead prop Rory Sutherlands makes his first appearance in this championship.

    


Scotland imploded after leading Italy 22-10 after 35 minutes in Rome.
The Scots could still win the championship but need to end a nine-match losing run against Ireland and rely on other results.
"We've showed the best part of ourselves a lot of times in the championship but we've also let our concentration slip, and if we do that in the weekend we're not going to come away with a win," Townsend said.
___
Lineups:
Ireland: Hugo Keenan, Calvin Nash, Robbie Henshaw, Bundee Aki, James Lowe, Jack Crowley, Jamison Gibson-Park; Caelan Doris, James van der Flier, Peter O'Mahony (captain), Tadhg Beirne, Joe McCarthy, Tadhg Furlong, Dan Sheehan, Andrew Porter. Reserves: Ronan Kelleher, Cian Healy, Finlay Bealham, Ryan Baird, Jack Conan, Conor Murray, Harry Byrne, Garry Ringrose.
Scotland: Blair Kinghorn, Kyle Steyn, Huw Jones, Stafford McDowall, Duhan van der Merwe, Finn Russell (co-captain), Ben White; Jack Dempsey, Rory Darge (co-captain), Andy Christie, Scott Cummings, Grant Gilchrist, Zander Fagerson, George Turner, Pierre Schoeman. Reserves: Ewan Ashman, Rory Sutherland, Elliot Millar-Mills, Sam Skinner, Matt Fagerson, George Horne, Cameron Redpath, Kyle Rowe.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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Nebraska governor blames university leadership for AD Trev Alberts' sudden departure for Texas A&M

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen speaks during a news conference, Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, at the Nebraska state Capitol in Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska lawmakers failed to garner the 30 votes needed Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to override Pillen's veto of a bill that would have allowed needle exchange programs.(Kenneth Ferriera/Lincoln Journal Star via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE -FILE - Nebraska athletic director Trev Alberts gives an update on Memorial Stadium renovations Thursday, Sept. 28, 2023, in Lincoln, Neb. Texas A&M is close to hiring Nebraska's Trev Alberts as its next athletic director, a person with direct knowledge of the negotiations told The Associated Press on Wednesday., March 13, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)]
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                                        Gov. Jim Pillen said Nebraska athletic director Trev Alberts' sudden decision to take the same job at Texas A&M was disappointing, and he implored the university's board of regents Thursday to act quickly to fill vacant leadership positions.
Pillen, a former regent who played football for the Cornhuskers from 1976-78, issued a "call for action" less than 24 hours after Alberts' announcement.
"I am deeply disappointed by Trev Alberts' decision to leave so soon after restating his commitment to Nebraska and I don't fully understand or know his reasons why," the Republican governor said in a statement. "I do know that the time for reflecting on the failures of University leadership, which led to his decision, must come later. Now is the time to act."
Alberts four months ago signed a contract extension through 2031. His annual base salary this year was $1.7 million, and a clause in his new contract promised adjustments as necessary to keep him among the top three highest-paid Big Ten athletic directors.

    


Terms of his contract at Texas A&M were not announced.
Alberts has not responded to requests for comment. In recent interviews, he had expressed frustration that regents had not hired a president to replace Ted Carter, who was named Ohio State's president last August.




Alberts often praised Carter's leadership and for helping him land Matt Rhule as football coach in 2022, as well as for work on the plan for a $450 million renovation to Memorial Stadium. Alberts reported directly to Carter rather than the campus chancellor, contrary to tradition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It has been 206 days since Ted Carter announced his departure as president," Pillen said. "It is unacceptable that the University's elected leaders have failed during this time to appoint permanent leadership. It is imperative that they act urgently and decisively to end this uncertainty. Without any delay, they should support Interim President Chris Kabourek's efforts to immediately appoint a new permanent athletic director."
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nebraska-governor-jim-pillen-alberts-4dff2bd9ebb8e77ea23bd7ea390cfa3b
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    [image: Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht, top left, dunks past Kentucky guard Adou Thiero, center,during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) drives as he is defended by Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht (3) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: South Carolina coach Lamont Paris watches play during the first half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)]
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[image: Auburn's Johni Broome, right, laughs with Chad Baker-Mazara, left, during the second half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against Missouri on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)]
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[image: Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) looks for a shot against Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)]
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[image: Florida forward Tyrese Samuel (4) steals the ball from Alabama forward Jarin Stevenson (15) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) is stripped of the ball by South Carolina forwards B.J. Mack (2) and Collin Murray-Boyles (30) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. South Carolina won in overtime 93-89. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Texas A&M guard Wade Taylor IV (4) drives the lane against South Carolina guard's Meechie Johnson (5) and Ta'Lon Cooper (55) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)]
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[image: Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) shoots past Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: Tennessee guard Zakai Zeigler (5) reacts after hitting a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Kentucky, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: Auburn forward Jaylin Williams (2) lays in for the basket as Mississippi State guard Shakeel Moore (3) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)]
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[image: Kentucky guard Reed Sheppard (15) looks to pass the ball as he is defended by Tennessee forward Tobe Awaka (11) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) drives against Florida forward Tyrese Samuel (4) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: FILE - Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht plays during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Missouri Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Knecht is the AP All-SEC player of the year and newcomer of the year in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris throws his hands up in disbelief during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against LSU Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. Lamont Paris is the AP All-SEC coach of the year in voting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)]
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[image: FILE - Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) plays during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. Reeves was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) celebrates a 69-62 win over Texas A&M during an NCAA college basketball game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023. Smith was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, FIle)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | FILE - Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) celebrates a 69-62 win over Texas A&M during an NCAA college basketball game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023. Smith was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, FIle)
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[image: FILE - Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) leaves the court after a win against Duke in a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. Aidoo was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | FILE - Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) leaves the court after a win against Duke in a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. Aidoo was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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[image: FILE - Auburn forward Johni Broome poses after an NCAA college basketball game in New York, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Broome was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, FIle)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | FILE - Auburn forward Johni Broome poses after an NCAA college basketball game in New York, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Broome was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, FIle)
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[image: Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) drives as he is defended by Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht (3) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: South Carolina coach Lamont Paris watches play during the first half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)]
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South Carolina coach Lamont Paris watches play during the first half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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[image: Auburn's Johni Broome, right, laughs with Chad Baker-Mazara, left, during the second half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against Missouri on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)]
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[image: Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) looks for a shot against Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)]
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Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) looks for a shot against Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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[image: Florida forward Tyrese Samuel (4) steals the ball from Alabama forward Jarin Stevenson (15) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) is stripped of the ball by South Carolina forwards B.J. Mack (2) and Collin Murray-Boyles (30) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Starkville, Miss. South Carolina won in overtime 93-89. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Texas A&M guard Wade Taylor IV (4) drives the lane against South Carolina guard's Meechie Johnson (5) and Ta'Lon Cooper (55) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)]
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[image: Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) shoots past Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) shoots past Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)
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Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) shoots past Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)
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[image: Tennessee guard Zakai Zeigler (5) reacts after hitting a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Kentucky, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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Tennessee guard Zakai Zeigler (5) reacts after hitting a 3-point basket during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Kentucky, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)
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[image: Auburn forward Jaylin Williams (2) lays in for the basket as Mississippi State guard Shakeel Moore (3) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)]
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Auburn forward Jaylin Williams (2) lays in for the basket as Mississippi State guard Shakeel Moore (3) defends during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)
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[image: Kentucky guard Reed Sheppard (15) looks to pass the ball as he is defended by Tennessee forward Tobe Awaka (11) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)]
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[image: Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) drives against Florida forward Tyrese Samuel (4) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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Alabama forward Sam Walters (24) drives against Florida forward Tyrese Samuel (4) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)
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[image: FILE - Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht plays during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Missouri Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Knecht is the AP All-SEC player of the year and newcomer of the year in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris throws his hands up in disbelief during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against LSU Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. Lamont Paris is the AP All-SEC coach of the year in voting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)]
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FILE - South Carolina head coach Lamont Paris throws his hands up in disbelief during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against LSU Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. Lamont Paris is the AP All-SEC coach of the year in voting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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[image: FILE - Kentucky guard Antonio Reeves (12) plays during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee, Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. Reeves was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) celebrates a 69-62 win over Texas A&M during an NCAA college basketball game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023. Smith was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, FIle)]
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FILE - Mississippi State forward Tolu Smith (1) celebrates a 69-62 win over Texas A&M during an NCAA college basketball game in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023. Smith was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, FIle)
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[image: FILE - Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) leaves the court after a win against Duke in a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. Aidoo was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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FILE - Tennessee forward Jonas Aidoo (0) leaves the court after a win against Duke in a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. Aidoo was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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[image: FILE - Auburn forward Johni Broome poses after an NCAA college basketball game in New York, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Broome was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, FIle)]
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FILE - Auburn forward Johni Broome poses after an NCAA college basketball game in New York, Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. Broome was selected to the AP All-SEC first team in balloting released Tuesday, March 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, FIle)
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                                        Tennessee forward Dalton Knecht, a transfer who helped lead the fifth-ranked Volunteers to a Southeastern Conference regular-season championship, is the league's Associated Press player of the year and newcomer of the year.
South Carolina's Lamont Paris was named coach of the year in voting by 14 reporters covering the SEC released on Tuesday. Knecht and Auburn forward Johni Broome were both unanimous first-team picks.
Knecht led the league in scoring at 21.4 points a game, shot 40.5% from 3-point range and averaged 4.8 rebounds. The fifth-year Northern Colorado transfer didn't miss a beat after leading the Big Sky Conference in scoring last season. In fact, he raised his average from 20.2 points and helped Tennessee emerge from a pack of contenders late in the season.
"It is crazy. I mean that is wild to think about that," Knecht said of actually scoring more upon entering the SEC. "You play with one of the best point guards in the nation and center in Jonas (Aidoo) and Z (Zakei Zeigler) so they make it a lot easier for me to just go out and just go hoop."

    


The Vols won their first outright SEC championship since 2008.




The 6-foot-6 Knecht led the nation with five 35-points-plus performances. His 25.5-point scoring average in SEC games is the most since South Carolina's Devan Downey averaged 26.2 in 2009-10. He has five of the league's top nine scoring performances this season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Paris led a remarkable turnaround in his second season with the 15th-ranked Gamecocks, who went 25-6 after an 11-win debut season. South Carolina was picked to finish last in the SEC but wound up as the No. 5 seed in this week's SEC Tournament.
The Vols' Rick Barnes also got a nod as coach of the year. Kentucky's Reed Sheppard, Mississippi State's Josh Hubbard and Florida's Tyrese Samuel each got votes as top newcomer, for either a freshman or transfer. Alabama guard Mark Sears, who battled Knecht for the league scoring title, received a vote as player of the year.

    


FIRST TEAM
Guard -- Antonio Reeves, Kentucky, 5th year, 6-6, 195, Chicago.
Guard -- Mark Sears, Alabama, Sr., 6-1, 185, Muscle Shoals, Alabama.
u-Guard -- Dalton Knecht, Tennessee, 5th year, 6-6, 213, Thornton, Colorado.
u-Forward -- Johni Broome, Auburn, Jr., 6-10, 240, Plant City, Florida.
t-Forward -- Tolu Smith, Mississippi State, grad, 6-11, 245, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.
t-Forward -- Jonas Aidoo, Tennessee, Jr., 6-11, 240, Durham, North Carolina.
t-tied for first team.
SECOND TEAM
Guard -- Wade Taylor IV, Texas A&M, Jr. 6-0, 175, Dallas.
Guard -- Reed Sheppard, Kentucky, Fr., 6-3, 187, London, Kentucky.
Guard -- Zakai Ziegler, Tennessee, Jr., 5-9, 171, Long Island, New York.
Forward -- Jaylin Williams, Auburn, grad, 6-8, 245, Nahunta, Georgia.
Forward -- Tyrese Samuel, Florida, grad, 6-10, 239, Montreal.
INDIVIDUAL HONORS
Coach of the year -- Lamont Paris, South Carolina.
Player of the year -- Dalton Knecht, Tennessee.
Newcomer of the year -- Dalton Knecht, Tennessee.
u-denotes unanimous pick. 
___
AP All-SEC Voting Panel: Nick Alvarez, al.com; Rick Bozich, WDRB-TV; Kevin Brockway, Gainesville Sun; Travis Brown, Bryan-College Station Eagle; Adam Cole, Opelika-Auburn News; Madison Hricik, The State; Brian Holland, WVLA-TV, WGMB-TV; Bob Holt, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette; Michael Katz, Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal; Blair Kerkhoff, Kansas City Star; Stefan Krajisnik, Clarion-Ledger; Lauren Walsh, WSMV-TV; Marc Weiszer, Athens Banner-Herald; Mike Wilson, Knoxville News Sentinel. 

    


___ AP Sports Writer Teresa Walker contributed to this report.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Madrid judge hears arguments for and against Super League
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- A Madrid judge heard arguments for and against the Super League on Thursday, less than three months after the European Union's top court said UEFA and FIFA acted unlawfully to block the rebel competition.
The Madrid court had asked the European Union to weigh in on whether the soccer governing bodies breached European law by allegedly abusing their market dominance. The European court said they did.
The Spanish judge heard new arguments by the parties promoting and opposing the competition, and was expected to make a ruling in a few weeks.
Among those in the Madrid court on Thursday were lawyers for the Super League, UEFA and A22 Sports Management, the Madrid-based company trying to promote the competition.
There were no representatives of Real Madrid or Barcelona, the only clubs still left in the breakaway project that was launched in 2021 and quickly collapsed after protests by fans across Europe.
Promoters of the new competition lost a legal battle on Wednesday when the EU Intellectual Property Office said it cannot be registered under the Super League trademark because it is "conceptually identical" to the Super Liga in Denmark.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Germany shakes up squad before Euro 2024 with 6 new faces, Kroos recall

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann presents the DFB team's new official European Championship jersey ahead of the international friendly matches against France and The Netherlands, during a press conference in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Boris Roessler/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann presents the squad for the international friendly matches against France and The Netherlands, during a press conference in Frankfurt/Main, Germany, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Boris Roessler/dpa via AP)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann has shaken up the squad before the home European Championship by gathering six new players for warmups against France and the Netherlands.
Nagelsmann also included the 34-year-old Toni Kroos in his 26-man squad on Thursday, confirming the Real Madrid star's return from international retirement nearly three years since he last played for the country.
"I'm extremely happy I could persuade him to do it again," Nagelsmann said. He had "many conversations" with Kroos, he added.
"He could have relaxed by the sea in the summer and just watched the games, and then play for Real Madrid for another year or not, whatever he decides at the time. I'm very happy he's there and that he will play an important role for us."
The coach also called up Bayern Munich's Aleksandar Pavlovic for the first time, ending the 19-year-old midfielder's interest in playing for Serbia. Stuttgart players Waldemar Anton, Maximilian Mittelstadt and Deniz Undav are among the debutants. Stuttgart is flying high in third place in the Bundesliga.

    


Hoffenheim forward Maximilian Beier and Heidenheim free kick specialist Jan-Niklas Beste complete the new faces after impressing for their teams in the Bundesliga.




Nagelsmann's latest -- and potentially last -- bid to rejuvenate the team comes after several failed attempts by his predecessors.
Germany has disappointed since an early 2018 World Cup exit as defending champion under Joachim Low, who oversaw another flop at the coronavirus-postponed Euro 2020 in 2021 before Hansi Flick took over.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Flick oversaw another group stage exit at the 2022 World Cup and was eventually fired last year, when the 36-year-old Nagelsmann took over.
Nagelsmann's team stated with a win over the United States, then drew with Mexico, followed by successive defeats to Turkey and Austria last November which laid out all of the team's insecurities.

    


Midfielder Ilkay Gundogan complained there was a lack of "positive energy" in the team.
Leroy Sane, who was sent off for shoving an opponent, is suspended for the games against France in Lyon on March 23, and the Netherlands in Frankfurt three days later.
Germany's new Euro 2024 jerseys were also unveiled on Thursday, with a pink and purple away shirt seemingly designed to divert attention from the players' lackluster performances.
"I like it. The fact that so many people are already talking about it shows it was the right decision, that there's life in it," Nagelsmann said. "It's good, I would wear it. I'm not allowed to wear anything on the sidelines ... but I think it's nice."
Bayern goalkeeper Manuel Neuer and midfielder Jamal Musiala return after missing the November defeats, as does Stuttgart's Chris Fuhrich, Eintracht Frankfurt's Robin Koch, and Fulham goalkeeper Bernd Leno.
There was no place for Bayern midfielder Leon Goretzka, nor for Borussia Dortmund players Mats Hummels, Nico Schlotterbeck, Niklas Sule, Emre Can and Julian Brandt.
"The players know from the conversations what I demand and what's lacking in order to be perhaps nominated for the European Championship," Nagelsmann said. "And if they implement it well, the door is not closed."

    


Germany hosts the Euros from June 14-July 14.
___
Germany:
Goalkeepers: Oliver Baumann (Hoffenheim), Bernd Leno (Fulham), Manuel Neuer (Bayern Munich), Marc-Andre ter Stegen (Barcelona)
Defenders: Waldemar Anton (Stuttgart), Jan-Niklas Beste (Heidenheim), Benjamin Henrichs (Leipzig), Joshua Kimmich (Bayern Munich), Robin Koch (Eintracht Frankfurt), Maximilian Mittelstadt (Stuttgart), David Raum (Leipzig), Antonio Rudiger (Real Madrid), Jonathan Tah (Bayer Leverkusen)
Midfielders: Robert Andrich (Bayer Leverkusen), Chris Fuhrich (Stuttgart), Pascal Gross (Brighton), Ilkay Gundogan (Barcelona), Toni Kroos (Real Madrid), Jamal Musiala (Bayern Munich), Aleksandar Pavlovic (Bayern Munich), Florian Wirtz (Bayer Leverkusen)
Forwards: Maximilian Beier (Hoffenheim), Niclas Fullkrug (Borussia Dortmund), Kai Havertz (Arsenal), Thomas Muller (Bayern Munich), Deniz Undav (Stuttgart)
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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De Bruyne left out by Belgium for friendlies because of groin injury

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Manchester City's Kevin De Bruyne, left, shakes hands with his coach Pep Guardio after leaving the pitch during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City, at Anfield stadium in Liverpool, England, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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                                        Midfielder Kevin De Bruyne has been left out of the Belgium squad for friendlies against Ireland and England so he's fit for Manchester City.
Belgium coach Domenico Tedesco said on Thursday that De Bruyne has a groin problem and that it was safer not to call him up for national duty. Tedesco is counting on a fully fit De Bruyne at the European Championship this summer.
De Bruyne had hamstring surgery in mid-August after he was injured on the opening day of the English Premier League. He was out for nearly five months. Since he returned in January, City manager Pep Guardiola has managed De Bruyne's workload and didn't play him against Brentford on Feb. 20 because of what Guardiola described as "niggles" in his hamstring.
De Bruyne came off the bench five days later in a win at Bournemouth and has since started in three of City's last four games. The most recent was the 1-1 draw with Liverpool on Sunday, when he was substituted in the 69th minute and there was no mention of an injury.

    


City will be without De Bruyne against Newcastle in the FA Cup quarterfinals on Saturday. City has league title rival Arsenal on March 31 in its first game back after the international break.




"I don't know if there is a relation between both injuries," Tedesco told a news conference on Thursday. "Now it's a groin injury that he has been suffering from in the last games. Yesterday we discussed it with the doctor, then I had a call with Kevin."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tedesco said he could not take a chance with De Bruyne, adding the player would do his rehabilitation work with City.
"If the risk of an injury is too high, it's our responsibility to say it's better to protect him," said Tedesco, who has signed a contract extension until 2026. "And then to have him ready for the Euros. We can't take risks at this moment with any player, especially not with Kevin." 
Despite reports that goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois was getting closer to returning to play with Real Madrid after a serious knee injury, Tedesco said it did not mean he will resume his international career.

    


The men are at odds since a dispute last year, and Courtois announced in December he would miss Euro 2024.
"It's important that he returns on the pitch," Tedesco said. "It's good for him, it's good for Real. He communicated very clearly his position, and also very early. It's fair from his side, so that everybody could plan. From my side, there is no new information."
 As part of its preparations for Euro 2024, Belgium takes on Ireland on March 23 then England at Wembley Stadium three days later.
___
Belgium:
Goalkeepers: Arnaud Bodart (Standard Liege), Koen Casteels (Wolfsburg), Thomas Kaminski (Luton), Matz Sels (Nottingham Forest)
Defenders: Timothy Castagne (Fulham), Koni De Winter (Genoa), Zeno Debast (Anderlecht), Wout Faes (Leicester), Orel Mangala (Lyon), Thomas Meunier (Trabzonspor), Arthur Theate (Rennes), Jan Vertonghen (Anderlecht)
Midfielders: Olivier Deman (Werder Bremen), Amadou Onana (Everton), Youri Tielemans (Aston Villa), Arthur Vermeeren (Atletico Madrid), Aster Vranckx (Wolfsburg)

    


Forwards: Romelu Lukaku (Roma), Johan Bakayoko (PSV), Michy Batshuayi (Fenerbahce), Charles De Ketelaere (Atalanta), Jeremy Doku (Manchester City), Dodi Lukebakio (Sevilla), Lois Openda (Leipzig), Leandro Trossard (Arsenal)
___
AP sports writer Steve Douglas contributed.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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South Carolina, Iowa to headline women's Ally Tipoff in Charlotte next season

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Carolina head coach Dawn Staley celebrates cutting the net after their win against LSU in an NCAA college basketball game at the Southeastern Conference women's tournament final Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Greenville, S.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)]
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- South Carolina and Iowa will take part in the Ally Tipoff in Charlotte next season. 
The Gamecocks will play North Carolina State while the Hawkeyes will play Virginia Tech at this event for the second straight season. The women's doubleheader will be held on Nov. 10 at the Spectrum Center and broadcast on ESPN at the end of the opening week of the season. 
South Carolina last played North Carolina State in November 2021, winning 66-57. 
Iowa and NCAA Division I scoring leader Caitlin Clark defeated the Hokies 80-76 in Charlotte last November. 
The Gamecocks started this season with a 100-71 victory over Notre Dame in Paris. 
South Carolina coach Dawn Staley enjoys bringing her team to showcase a "high-level opponent, regional so our FAMS can be part of the game, and backed by a sponsor who has invested in growing women's sports."
___ Get alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here ___ AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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NFL considers rule changes that include challenges for penalties

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Referee Land Clark reviews a play during the second half of an NFL football game between the Buffalo Bills and the Atlanta Falcons in Orchard Park, N.Y., Jan. 2, 2022. The Indianapolis Colts are proposing a rule change that would allow for challenges of penalty calls in the last two minutes of the half. The NFL released a list of several rule change proposals Wednesday, March 13, made by teams. (AP Photo/Adrian Kraus, File)]
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                                        The Indianapolis Colts are proposing a rule change that would allow coaches to challenge any penalty call for the first time.
The NFL released a list of several rule change proposals on Wednesday made by teams that included an option to run a fourth-and-20 play in lieu of an onside kick, the moving of the trade deadline and giving teams an additional challenge if they are successful on one of their first two tries.
The competition committee will make its own rule change proposals next week and owners are scheduled to vote on them at the league meetings later this month with 24 votes needed for approval.
The most consequential change would allow for challenges of penalty calls by coaches, or replay officials in the last two minutes of the half, for a chance to correct egregious mistakes.
Challenges would be limited only to penalties that were called on the field and could not impose a penalty when it wasn't called.

    


Replay review is currently not used for most penalty calls outside of too many men on the field or whether a ball was touched before a pass interference penalty occurred.
Replay is limited to aspects of a play such as whether a ball was caught or dropped, whether a player reached a first down or touchdown, whether a player fumbled before being down or whether a play was inbounds or out of bounds.




The NFL had a one-year experiment making potential pass interference calls reviewable in 2019 after a bad no-call cost the New Orleans Saints during the NFC championship game against the Los Angeles Rams the previous season. The league dropped that after one year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Lions also proposed giving a team a third challenge if one of its two first tries was successful. Currently teams only get a third challenge if they are successful on both of their first two attempts.
The Eagles once again brought up a proposal to alter onside kicks for end-of-game situations after only 5% of onside kicks in the fourth quarter were recovered by the kicking team, according to Sportradar. That's down from 18.8% as recently as 2017 as new rules for safety have made recovering onside kicks more difficult.

    


The new proposal would allow a team trailing in the game to attempt a fourth-and-20 play from its own 20 following a touchdown or field goal instead of using a traditional onside kick.
The team would keep the ball at the yard line gained following a conversion or give the receiving team the ball if it failed. Teams could still opt to use surprise onside kicks.
Owners have voted down similar proposals with a fourth-and-15 option in recent years.
Here are some of the other proposals:
-- The Steelers proposed moving the trade deadline back one week to the Tuesday following Week 9. Six other teams proposed moving it to the Tuesday following Week 10.
-- The Eagles proposed requiring scoreboard clocks to display tenths of seconds in the final minute of each half.
-- The Lions proposed eliminating the requirement that a player must be on the roster for at least one day following the cutdown to 53 players in order to be designated to return from injured reserve during the season.

    


Detroit also proposed allowing teams in the postseason to designate any player to return from IR after missing four games even if a team has used its allotment of eight designated to return slots in the regular season.
-- The Bills proposed allowing a team to promote a third player each week from the practice squad to the active roster if that player is a "bona fide" quarterback and was designated as the emergency third QB for the game.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Oklahoma's push to weaken penalties for cockfighting is frustrating opponents of the bloodsport

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see the bloodsport draw hundreds of spectators.
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    [image: A rooster stands near its teepee shelter at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: Roosters stand on top of their teepees at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: A rooster croaks as it stands on top of its teepee shelter at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: A rooster stands amid hens inside a coup at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: An egg is seen near a coup at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: A rooster stands in its cage at Troy Farms, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: Troy Thompson, owner of Troy Farms poses for The Associated Press near teepees for his roosters, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, in Wilson, Okla. Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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                                        WILSON, Okla. (AP) -- Before Oklahoma became one of the last places in the U.S. to outlaw cockfighting in 2002, it wasn't uncommon to see hundreds of spectators packed into small arenas in rural parts of the state to watch roosters, often outfitted with razor-sharp steel blades, fight until a bloody death.
More than 20 years after the ban took effect, some worry Oklahoma is starting to waver. 
A proposal to weaken cockfighting penalties cleared the Oklahoma House. A political action committee is raising money to support farmers who raise game fowl. And in a video since pulled from YouTube, Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt recorded a message supporting the group known as the Oklahoma Gamefowl Commission, saying he would "cheer you on from the sidelines." 
"They've tried to make an official sounding name," said Wayne Pacelle, president of Animal Wellness Action, which two decades ago worked to turn out Oklahoma voters and outlaw the activity. "But they're just a bunch of cockfighters."

    


He said before the ban, rural Oklahoma counties were peppered with cockfighting arenas set up in large barns with stadium-style seating, overhead lights and even concession stands. Events attracted hundreds of spectators, even children and families. After a major event, it wasn't uncommon to see the property littered with dead bird carcasses after fights to the death. 




"We went from 42 arenas, to... maybe there are 10 or 15 pits in the state," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The reemergence of cockfighting as an issue in the Oklahoma Capitol is frustrating opponents who, until recently, considered the matter long settled. Rooster fighting is illegal at the federal level, punishable by up to five years in prison for some offenses. But a spate of recent cockfighting-related arrests in both Oklahoma and elsewhere is also a reminder that the practice has not been eliminated so much as driven underground.

    


Police in Hawaii have vowed to step up enforcement after one of the most serious mass shootings in that state's history happened last year at a cockfight where five people were shot, including two who died.
For his part, Stitt said he records dozens of videos each week and didn't give his participation much thought. "Of course, I'm not for gamecock fighting in the state of Oklahoma," he told The Associated Press. But he also suggested he is open to reducing penalties if the state's GOP-controlled Legislature sends him a bill. 
The video unleashed bipartisan blowback across Oklahoma, including from former Gov. Frank Keating, a fellow Republican. Oklahoma football legend Barry Switzer -- whose nickname in the state is simply "The King" after winning three national championships and a Super Bowl with the Dallas Cowboys -- also came after Stitt. 
But the backlash doesn't faze Anthony Devore, head of the Gamefowl Commission, who says his organization has 15,000 members and described them as mostly hard-working rural Oklahomans. His group has raised more than $70,000 to lobby lawmakers and is seeking to replicate the same model in several other conservative Southern states, including in Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky and Mississippi.

    


Devore said he and others raise the birds to participate in poultry shows and sell them as breeding stock overseas. While cockfighting is illegal in many countries, it remains legal and popular in some Mexican states, the Philippines and some countries in southeast Asia. 
"We represent game fowl farmers who breed and raise game fowl, but not for fighting purposes," said Devore, himself a game fowl breeder. 
But Devore acknowledged a former district director for his organization who has since resigned was arrested and charged with facilitating a cockfight after authorities in Carter County raided a cockfighting pit with more than 100 people in attendance. That criminal case is pending. 
Devore and other members acknowledge they're operating in a gray area of the law and say reducing the penalties would remove the fear of felony criminal charges hanging over their heads.
The effort is welcome news to Troy Thompson, a former high school teacher and coach who now works full-time raising thousands of birds every year on his 55-acre (22.26-hectare) ranch dotted with white, tent-like structures near the town of Wilson in far southern Oklahoma, just 30 miles (48.28 kilometers) north of the Red River border with Texas.

    


Thompson, 50, said the chickens on his farm, who are kept on foot tethers so they don't fight with one another, are given vitamins, green grass year round and the highest quality feed he can buy. He said his chickens have a much better life than they would on a typical poultry farm, where they're raised in a tiny cage and slaughtered at about six weeks old.
"I had a rooster pass away last week that was 10 years old," he said. "They have a lot better life living here than they're going to have on a Tyson poultry farm."

    


Thompson said he grew up during a time when rooster fighting was legal and dozens of farms dotted the rolling hills of southern Oklahoma. The name of his boyhood T-ball team was the Dillard Fighting Cocks. 
"Would that go over today?" he asked. "It's mind blowing that you went from perfectly legal to facing a 10-year prison sentence."
And while some law enforcement officers and prosecutors have been cracking down recently on those who raise and fight birds, with busts recently in both urban and rural communities, prosecutors say it's unlikely anyone has been sentenced to prison for cockfighting.
"I would say there's probably almost none (in prison)," said Greg Mashburn, the top prosecutor for three central Oklahoma counties. "In the 18 years I've been DA, we've only had two cases."
Still, Mashburn said it's important to enforce anti-cockfighting laws because there is often a criminal element engaged in the activity that often involves illegal drugs and gambling.
"It's also cruel to the animals," Mashburn said. "And where do you draw the line? If we allow that with chickens, why not dogs or other animals fighting to the death?"
Still, some animal rights supporters say other local sheriffs and prosecutors often turn a blind eye to the practice. Although the cockfighting ban passed in 2002 with 56% of the vote, 57 of the state's 77 counties were in favor of keeping cockfighting legal.
Drew Edmondson, a former county prosecutor and attorney general for Oklahoma, now serves as a law enforcement co-chair for Animal Wellness Action. He said it's easy to understand why some elected officials in Oklahoma, even sheriffs, might look the other way when it comes to cockfighting.
He called it a combination of money and politics. 
"For local politicians, it's a pretty easy call when 60, 70, 80% of their county voted 'no' on the issue, to soft pedal it and not treat it like a serious crime," he said. 
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Blue jersey, brown shorts, white socks: Belgium's new kit a tribute to comic book legend Tintin

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this grab made from video, a model wearing Belgium's jersey poses with actors impersonating characters from Tintin during the unveiling of the new Belgium soccer national team jersey, in Brussels, Belgium, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (SNTV via AP)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- If Kevin De Bruyne goes back to his old haircut, he will make a perfect Tintin at the soccer European Championship this summer.
The Belgium Football Association unveiled the new home and away kits for its male and female internationals on Thursday. The home kit continues with the traditional red color worn by the national teams, whose players are nicknamed the Red Devils and Red Flames.
But the away kit is a tribute to Belgian cartoonist Herge and the character that made his fame: Tintin, the intrepid reporter. It is composed of a blue jersey with a white collar, brown shorts, and white socks.
In his action-packed adventures, Tintin often wears a blue sweater over a white collared shirt paired with brown cutoff pants, white socks and brown shoes. Tintin also has a trademark quiff haircut. 
Over the years, Belgian media have often pointed to the resemblance of Belgian midfielder Kevin De Bruyne to Tintin, particularly when the Manchester City star sported a shorter haircut.

    


"As a big Tintin fan, I am delighted that our Red Devils will be conquering Europe in a jersey based on one of Belgium's greatest heroes," said Piet Vandendriessche, the Belgium FA CEO.




"We are thrilled to pay homage to a true global icon: Herge. He not only captured my heart and my mind growing up, but that of so many generations. And that is exactly what the Red Devils, but also the Red Flames, are trying to achieve. Hopefully, Tintin will give them the inspiration to put up great performances, starting this summer in Germany."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new home jersey, which features a burgundy shade of red, will be worn by all Belgian national teams from March 23 onwards, when the Red Devils play Ireland as part of their preparations for Euro 2024. The men's team will debut the away kit in a friendly against England on March 26.
Tintin first appeared in the Brussels "Le Petit Vingtieme" newspaper supplement in 1929 and traveled all over the globe. His adventures have sold more than 270 million comics worldwide and have been translated into 70 languages.
Euro 2024 in Germany is scheduled from June 14-July 14.
The Belgium FA announced during the press conference at the Herge Museum outside Brussels that Red Devils coach Domenico Tedesco extended his contract beyond the 2026 World Cup.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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16-year-old Lille midfielder Bouaddi looks to follow in Hazard's footsteps
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- When Eden Hazard visited his former club Lille during a French league game last weekend, it was a timely reminder of what the northern club did so well in the past.
Turning young players into future stars. 
Next in line could be Ayyoub Bouaddi, a 16-year-old midfielder who has caught the eye and is being touted as Lille's best prospect since Hazard.
Hazard joined Lille's academy as a youth, made his league debut two months before his 17th birthday, then helped the club win the French league and cup double in 2011. A high-profile move to Chelsea turned him into a global star. 
Hazard won the English Premier League and the Europa League twice during a spell where the Belgium midfielder was voted player of the year by his peers. At his peak, the attacking midfielder with lightning-quick feet and match-winning ability was among the world's best players.

    


So last Sunday, Lille inaugurated a new playing field at its vast Domaine de Luchin training complex, and named it " Eden Hazard " in his honor. 
It's where Bouaddi hopes to tread his way to the top. 
Bouaddi joined Lille's academy three years ago and, just three days after his 16th birthday, became the youngest player to appear in a European game in a Europa Conference League match last October against KI Klaksvik.




Lining up with him that day for Lille was 18-year-old Amine Messoussa in attack, underlining the faith coach Paulo Fonseca has in young players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another is Leny Yoro, a tall and graceful central defender with excellent passing ability in the mould of Arsenal's William Saliba or former France captain Raphael Varane.
Yoro joined Lille's academy when he was 11 and has made 49 club appearances. He's 18. 
Europe's big clubs are chasing his signature and they will no doubt be watching Bouaddi more closely the further Lille goes in the Europa Conference League.
Last week, Bouaddi set up a goal for prolific striker Jonathan David in a 3-0 win at Sturm Graz in the first leg of their round-of-16 match. The return leg was later Thursday with a quarterfinal place Lille's to lose. Bouaddi has already made five appearances in the competition, with Fonseca easing him into the first team via European games.

    


But with Lille in fourth spot in Ligue 1 and pushing for a Champions League berth next season, Bouaddi might receive more starts in France.
On Sunday, Lille travels to second-placed Brest, where a victory for Lille would move it to within one point of its rival in the race for a Champions League place.
David was in fine form heading into that game, with his 14 league goals second only to Paris Saint-Germain star Kylian Mbappe on 21. Without penalty kicks, Mbappe leads 15-13.
Leader PSG is 10 points clear of Brest and looks to snap a run of three draws with a win at Montpellier on Sunday.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Saint Louis University parting ways with basketball coach Travis Ford after eight seasons

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Saint Louis head coach Travis Ford is gestures on the sidelines during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Massachusetts Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in St. Louis. Saint Louis University basketball coach Travis Ford is out after eight seasons. Athletic Director Chris May announced Ford's ouster Wednesday night, March 13, following the Billikens' season-ending loss to Duquesne in the second round of the Atlantic 10 Tournament.(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)]
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Saint Louis University basketball coach Travis Ford is out after eight seasons.
Athletic Director Chris May announced Ford's ouster Wednesday night, following the Billikens' season-ending loss to Duquesne in the second round of the Atlantic 10 Tournament. SLU finished 13-20 overall and 5-13 in the A-10.
"For eight years, Travis led our men's basketball program with passion and dignity," May said in a statement. "This decision was not made lightly."
Ford was the third-winningest coach in the program's history, going 146-109, including a 72-64 conference record during his tenure. The Billikens made one NCAA tournament appearance in 2019 and played in the NIT twice.
"It is our expectation to regularly compete for conference championships and play in the NCAA Tournament," May said. "Unfortunately, we have not met these expectations the last several years. We thank Travis for his dedication to SLU and wish him the best in the future."

    


Ford didn't comment directly on his job status after the loss to Duquesne, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported. But he noted that he had "a good 27 years and won a lot of games, developed a lot of relationships.




"This game's been very good to me. Now it's time to do something else," he said.
Ford previously coached at Campbellsville University, Eastern Kentucky, Massachusetts and Oklahoma State. He led the Cowboys to five NCAA tournament appearances.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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National League Central Preview Capsules

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Chicago Cubs manager Craig Counsell, right, speaks as president of baseball operations Jed Hoyer listens during news conference prior to an MLB baseball spring training workout, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Milwaukee Brewers' Willy Adames (27) celebrates with Christian Yelich (22) and Rhys Hoskins (12) after his two-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the first inning of a spring training baseball game Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Scottsdale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Cincinnati Reds shortstop Elly De La Cruz runs to catch a pop fly hit by Cleveland Guardians' Will Brennan in the second inning of a spring training baseball game Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Goodyear, Ariz. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: St. Louis Cardinals' Paul Goldschmidt fouls off a pitch during the first inning of a spring training baseball game against the New York Mets Friday, March 1, 2024, in Jupiter, Fla. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: FILE - Chicago Cubs' Cody Bellinger watches his home run during the third inning of a baseball game against the New York Yankees, July 7, 2023, in New York. There are still some premium free agents available for Major League Baseball teams as the calendar nears March. Two-time Cy Young Winner Blake Snell, six-time All-Star J.D. Martinez and former MVP Cody Bellinger are among the players who haven't found a home. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chicago Cubs' Cody Bellinger watches his home run during the third inning of a baseball game against the New York Yankees, July 7, 2023, in New York. There are still some premium free agents available for Major League Baseball teams as the calendar nears March. Two-time Cy Young Winner Blake Snell, six-time All-Star J.D. Martinez and former MVP Cody Bellinger are among the players who haven't found a home. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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                                        Capsules of National League Central teams, listed in order of finish last year:
___
MILWAUKEE BREWERS
2023: 92-70, first place, lost to Arizona in Wild Card Series.
Manager: Pat Murphy (first season).
Opening Day: March 28 at New York Mets.
He's Here: 1B Rhys Hoskins, DH/1B Jake Bauers, OF Jackson Chourio, INF/OF Christian Arroyo, C Eric Haase, LHP DL Hall, LHP Bryan Hudson, RHP Jakob Junis, INF Joey Ortiz, RHP Joe Ross, C Gary Sanchez.
He's Outta Here: Manager Craig Counsell, RHP Corbin Burnes, INF Brian Anderson, OF Mark Canha, C Victor Caratini, LHP Andrew Chafin, 3B Josh Donaldson, RHP Adrian Houser, LHP Eric Lauer, 1B Carlos Santana, OF Tyrone Taylor, RHP Julio Teheran, 1B Rowdy Tellez, OF/DH Jesse Winker.
Top Hitters: LF Christian Yelich (.278, 19 HRs, 76 RBIs, 28 SBs, .818 OPS), C William Contreras (.289, 17, 78, .825 OPS), SS Willy Adames (.217, 24, 80, .717 OPS), 1B Rhys Hoskins (.246, 30, 79, .794 OPS with Philadelphia in 2022; missed 2023 with torn ACL), C/DH Gary Sanchez (.217, 19, 47, .780 OPS in 75 games with Mets and Padres).

    


Projected Rotation: RH Freddy Peralta (12-10, 3.86 ERA, 210 Ks in 165 2/3 IP), LH Wade Miley (9-4, 3.14, 79 Ks in 99 IP), RH Colin Rea (6-6, 4.55), LH DL Hall (3-0, 3.26, 23 Ks in 19 1/3 IP for Baltimore) or RH Joe Ross (hasn't pitched since 2021 due to injuries) or RH Jakob Junis (4-3, 3.87, 96 Ks in 86 IP for Giants) or LH Aaron Ashby (2-10, 4.44, 126 Ks in 107 1/3 IP in 2022; missed last season with shoulder injury) or LH Robert Gasser (9-1, 3.79 at Triple-A Nashville).




Key Relievers: RH Devin Williams (8-3, 1.53 ERA, 36/40 saves, 87 Ks in 58 2/3 IP), RH Joel Payamps (7-5, 2.55, 77 Ks in 70 2/3 IP), LH Hoby Milner (2-1, 1.82, 59 Ks in 64 1/3 IP), RH Elvis Peguero (4-5, 3.38, 54 Ks in 61 1/3 IP), RH Abner Uribe (1-0, 1.76, 39 Ks in 30 2/3 IP), RH Bryse Wilson (6-0, 2.58).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Outlook: The defending NL Central champions will have a new look without Counsell and Burnes. Counsell, who guided the Brewers to the playoffs five of the last six years, left to manage the Chicago Cubs. The new manager is Murphy, who had served as Counsell's bench coach since 2016. Burnes, a three-time All-Star and the 2021 NL Cy Young Award winner, was traded to Baltimore for Hall, Ortiz and a 2024 draft pick. The Brewers also probably will play the entire season without two-time All-Star pitcher Brandon Woodruff, who is recovering from shoulder surgery. Burnes' exit and Woodruff's likely absence leave plenty of questions in the rotation. That could put more pressure on a normally strong bullpen anchored by Williams -- but he's expected to miss three months with stress fractures in his back. Milwaukee struggled offensively last year but could get a boost from the additions of Hoskins and Sanchez. The Brewers need to see growth from Sal Frelick, Joey Wiemer, Garrett Mitchell and Brice Turang, who showed flashes of promise as rookies last year. Milwaukee also has one of baseball's most intriguing rookies in the 20-year-old Chourio, the projected starter in center field.

    


___
CHICAGO CUBS
2023: 83-79, second place.

    


Manager: Craig Counsell (first season).
Opening Day: March 28 at Texas.
He's Here: LHP Shota Imanaga, RHP Hector Neris, RHP Yency Almonte, INF Michael Busch.
He's Outta Here: Manager David Ross, RHP Marcus Stroman, INF Jeimer Candelario, RHP Michael Fulmer.
Top Hitters: CF Cody Bellinger (.307, 26 HRs, 97 RBIs, 20 SBs, .881 OPS), RF Seiya Suzuki (.285, 20, 74, 31 2Bs, .842 OPS), LF Ian Happ (.248, 21, 84, 35 2Bs), SS Dansby Swanson (.244, 22, 80), 2B Nico Hoerner (.283, 9, 68, 98 runs, 43 SBs), INF Christopher Morel (.247, 26, 70, .821 OPS).
Projected Rotation: LH Justin Steele (16-5, 3.06 ERA), LH Shota Imanaga (7-4, 2.80 with Yokohama in Japan's Central League), RH Jameson Taillon (8-10, 4.84), RH Kyle Hendricks (6-8, 3.74), LH Jordan Wicks (4-1, 4.41) or RH Javier Assad (5-3, 3.05).
Key Relievers: RH Adbert Alzolay (2-5, 2.67 ERA, 22/25 saves), RH Hector Neris (6-3, 1.71, 2 saves with Astros), RH Mark Leiter Jr. (1-3, 3.50, 4 saves), RH Julian Merryweather (5-1, 3.38, 2 saves).

    


Outlook: Counsell was a surprise hire in November, taking over a club that made just one playoff appearance in the previous five years. His ability to get the most out of his Milwaukee teams was a major reason why he was brought in by Chicago. The former big league infielder inherits a solid group of position players, led by Swanson and Bellinger, and a rotation fronted by the rising Steele. Bellinger could experience some regression after his resurgent 2023 season, but Suzuki and Morel are capable of increased production. The durable Neris was an important addition in free agency after the bullpen faltered late last year. The minor league system is loaded, so the Cubs have some options in the event of injuries, or if they decide to go shopping for help at the trade deadline.
___
CINCINNATI REDS
2023: 82-80, third place.

    


Manager: David Bell (sixth season).
Opening Day: March 28 vs. Washington.
He's Here: 3B Jeimer Candelario, RHP Frankie Montas, RHP Nick Martinez, LHP Brent Suter, RHP Emilio Pagan, INF/OF Josh Harrison.
He's Outta Here: 1B Joey Votto, 3B/OF Nick Senzel, INF Matt Reynolds, RHP Ben Lively, OF Henry Ramos, OF T.J. Hopkins, C Curt Casali.
Top Hitters: OF/1B Spencer Steer (.271, 23 HRs, 86 RBIs, .820 OPS), CF TJ Friedl (.279, 18, 66, .819 OPS), 2B Jonathan India (.244, 17, 61, .745 OPS), C Tyler Stephenson (.243, 13, 56, .695 OPS), INF Matt McLain (.290, 16, 50, .864 OPS in 89 games).
Projected Rotation: RH Hunter Greene (4-7, 4.82 ERA), RH Frankie Montas (1-0, 0.00 with Yankees after missing most of season following shoulder surgery), RH Graham Ashcraft (7-9, 4.76), LH Andrew Abbott (8-8, 4.50), LH Nick Lodolo (2-1, 6.29; missed most of season after left tibia surgery).
Key Relievers: RH Alexis Diaz (9-6, 3.07 ERA, 37 saves, 86 Ks in 67 1/3 IP), RH Emilio Pagan (5-2, 2.99, 1 save with Twins), LH Brent Suter (4-3, 3.38 with Rockies), RH Nick Martinez (6-4, 3.43 with Padres).
Outlook: The rising Reds were written off by most last season, but an influx of exciting young rookies turned things around. They were back in contention in the NL Central and finished two games over .500 after losing 100 games in 2022. Bell has the happy dilemma of figuring out how to fit all the talented pieces together, including Steer, McLain and blazing-fast infielder Elly De La Cruz. The Reds went out and got Montas, Pagan, Suter and Martinez to bolster a pitching staff decimated by injuries and overwork last season. One major change will be the absence of Votto in Cincinnati for the first time since 2006 after the team declined to exercise his contract option. He became a free agent, and Toronto signed the 40-year-old longtime slugger to a minor league contract.
___
PITTSBURGH PIRATES
2023: 76-86, fourth place.
Manager: Derek Shelton (fifth season).
Opening Day: March 28 at Miami.
He's Here: LHP Martin Perez, LHP Marco Gonzales, LHP Aroldis Chapman, C Yasmani Grandal, 1B/DH Rowdy Tellez.
He's Outta Here: 3B/OF Miguel Andujar, RHP Andre Jackson, RHP Wil Crowe.
Top Hitters: 3B Ke'Bryan Hayes (.271, 15 HRs, 61 RBIs, .762 OPS), OF Bryan Reynolds (.263, 24, 84, .790 OPS), OF Jack Suwinski (.224, 26, 74, .793 OPS), DH Andrew McCutchen (.256, 12, 43, .776 OPS), C/OF Henry Davis (.213, 7, 24), 1B/DH Rowdy Tellez (.215, 13, 47 with Milwaukee), SS Oneil Cruz (.250, 1, 4 in 9 games).
Projected Rotation: RH Mitch Keller (13-9, 4.21 ERA), LH Martin Perez (10-4, 4.45 with Texas), LH Marco Gonzales (4-1, 5.22 with Seattle), RH Luis Ortiz (5-5, 4.78), RH Quinn Priester (3-3, 7.74).
Key Relievers: RH David Bednar (3-3, 2.00 ERA, 39/42 saves), LH Aroldis Chapman (6-5, 3.09, 6 saves with Royals and Rangers), RH Colin Holderman (0-3, 3.86), LH Ryan Borucki (4-0, 2.45).
Outlook: The Pirates are optimistic the top-to-bottom overhaul general manager Ben Cherington began after taking over in the fall of 2019 is starting to pick up steam. Pittsburgh escaped the NL Central basement for the first time since 2018 last year, with Keller becoming an All-Star and Hayes winning his first Gold Glove while showing an uptick in power at the plate. Still, questions remain. The starting rotation beyond Keller, Perez and Gonzales is a mystery, though there's a chance hard-throwing right-hander Paul Skenes -- the top pick in last year's amateur draft -- arrives by early summer. Davis, the top pick in 2021, will see a heavier workload behind the plate after spending most of his rookie season in the outfield. McCutchen begins his 16th season sitting on 299 career home runs and is coming off an Achilles injury. While Pittsburgh may still be a year away from having the pieces to contend into September, expectations internally and externally are beginning to rise. 
___
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
2023: 71-91, fifth place.
Manager: Oliver Marmol (third season).
Opening Day: March 28 at Los Angeles Dodgers.
He's Here: RHP Sonny Gray, RHP Kyle Gibson, RHP Lance Lynn, SS Brandon Crawford, RHP Keynan Middleton, RHP Andrew Kittredge, DH Matt Carpenter, RHP Nick Robertson.
He's Outta Here: RHP Adam Wainwright, LF Tyler O'Neill, RHP Jake Woodford, RHP Dakota Hudson, 1B Juan Yepez.
Top Hitters: 1B Paul Goldschmidt (.268, 25 HRs, 80 RBIs), 3B Nolan Arenado (.266, 26, 93), 2B Nolan Gorman (.236, 27, 76), C Willson Contreras (.264, 20, 67), RF Jordan Walker (.276, 16, 51), 2B Brendan Donovan (.284, 11, 34), CF Lars Nootbaar (.261, 14, 46), LF Tommy Edman (.248, 13, 47, 27 SBs).
Projected Rotation: RH Sonny Gray (8-8, 2.79 ERA with Twins), RH Miles Mikolas (9-13, 4.78), RH Lance Lynn (13-11, 5.73 with White Sox and Dodgers), RH Kyle Gibson (15-9, 4.73 with Orioles), LH Steven Matz (4-7, 3.86).
Key Relievers: RH Ryan Helsley (3-4, 2.45 ERA, 14 saves), RH Giovanny Gallegos (2-4, 4.42, 10 saves), LH JoJo Romero (4-2, 3.68), RH Andre Pallante (4-1, 4.76), RH Andrew Kittredge (2-0, 3.09 with Rays), RH Keynan Middleton (2-2, 3.38 with White Sox and Yankees), LH Matthew Liberatore (3-6, 5.25).
Outlook: The Cardinals are far more accustomed to playing in the postseason than finishing 20 games below .500, so not surprisingly, their last-place flop in 2023 led to some lavish offseason spending to address their biggest shortcomings. At the top of the list was the rotation, where AL Cy Young Award runner-up Gray was signed along with Gibson and former Cardinals starter Lynn to reshape the front end. St. Louis already will need some depth, with Gray dealing with a hamstring injury that could cause him to miss opening day. The lineup returns plenty of power with Goldschmidt, who had a down year by his standards, and Arenado providing the most pop. Donovan followed a strong rookie season with an even better sophomore campaign, and his ability to handle second base frees up super-utility man Edman to play elsewhere. The Cardinals added Crawford for some experience at shortstop, but they would prefer if former top-50 prospect Masyn Winn lives up to expectations. He hit just .172 with two homers and 12 RBIs in 37 games after making his big league debut last season.
___
More AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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[image: Philadelphia Phillies shortstop Trea Turner, left, talks with teammate first baseman Bryce Harper in the fifth inning of a spring training baseball game against the New York Yankees Monday, March 11, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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ATLANTA BRAVES
2023: 104-58, first place, lost to Philadelphia in Division Series.
Manager: Brian Snitker (ninth season).
Opening Day: March 28 at Philadelphia.
He's Here: LHP Chris Sale, RHP Reynaldo Lopez, LHP Aaron Bummer, OF Jarred Kelenic, INF David Fletcher, INF Luis Guillorme.
He's Outta Here: OF Eddie Rosario, SS Vaughn Grissom, OF Kevin Pillar, OF Sam Hilliard, LHP Brad Hand, RHP Kirby Yates, RHP Collin McHugh, LHP Jared Shuster, RHP Michael Soroka, RHP Kyle Wright, RHP Nick Anderson.
Top Hitters: OF Ronald Acuna Jr. (.336, 41 HRs, 106 RBIs, 149 runs, MLB-leading 73 SBs, 1.012 OPS, NL MVP), 1B Matt Olson (.283, MLB-high 54 and 139, 127 runs, .993 OPS), 3B Austin Riley (.281, 37, 97, 117 runs), 2B Ozzie Albies (.280, 33, 109), DH Marcell Ozuna (.274, 40, 100).
Projected Rotation: RH Spencer Strider (20-5, 3.86 ERA, MLB-high 281 Ks), LH Max Fried (8-1, 2.55), LH Chris Sale (6-5, 4.30 with Boston), RH Charlie Morton (14-12, 3.64), RH Reynaldo Lopez (3-7, 3.27 in 68 relief appearance with White Sox, Angels and Guardians).

    


Key Relievers: RH Raisel Iglesias (5-4, 2.75 ERA, 33/37 saves), LH A.J. Minter (3-6, 3.76, 10 saves), RH Joe Jimenez (0-3, 3.04), LH Aaron Bummer (5-5, 6.79 in 61 appearances with White Sox).




Outlook: After winning the 2021 World Series, the Braves have been eliminated by the Phillies in the Division Series two consecutive years. They enter this season looking to extend their string of six straight NL East titles and determined to add another World Series championship. Acuna leads a potent lineup that topped the majors in hitting, hits, homers, runs and RBIs. He became baseball's first player to hit at least 40 homers and steal at least 70 bases as he became the unanimous NL MVP. Then he shook off a spring training scare when soreness in his surgically repaired right knee was found to be irritation around the meniscus. He is expected to be ready for the start of the season. The major offseason additions were Sale and Kelenic, expected to assume the starting job in left field. The goal will be to have Sale healthy to claim one of the top three rotation spots in the postseason. 
___
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

2003: 90-72, second place, lost to Arizona in NL Championship Series.

    


Manager: Rob Thomson (third season).
Opening Day: March 28 vs. Atlanta.
He's Here: OF Whit Merrifield, RHP Spencer Turnbull, LHP Kolby Allard.
He's Outta Here: 1B Rhys Hoskins, RHP Craig Kimbrel, RHP Michael Lorenzen.
Top Hitters: 1B Bryce Harper (.293, 21 HRs, 72 RBIs, .900 OPS), DH Kyle Schwarber (.197, 47, 104, 108 runs, 126 BBs, .817 OPS), RF Nick Castellanos (.272, 29, 106, .788 OPS), C J.T. Realmuto (.252, 20, 63, .762 OPS), SS Trea Turner (.266, 26, 76, 35 2Bs, 30 SBs, 102 runs, .778 OPS), 3B Alec Bohm (.274, 29, 97, .765 OPS).
Projected Rotation: RH Aaron Nola (12-9, 4.46 ERA), RH Zack Wheeler (13-6, 3.61), RH Taijuan Walker (15-6, 4.38), LH Ranger Suarez (4-6, 4.18), LH Cristopher Sanchez (3-5, 3.44).
Key Relievers: LH Jose Alvarado (0-2, 1.74 ERA, 10 saves), RH Orion Kerkering (1-0, 3.00), LH Matt Strahm (9-5, 3.29), RH Jeff Hoffman (5-2, 2.41, 1 save), RH Seranthony Dominguez (5-5, 3.78, 2 saves), LH Gregory Soto (3-4, 4.62, 3 saves).

    


Outlook: The Phillies made few roster changes in the offseason and instead decided to run it back with a team that's reached two straight NL Championship Series. Philadelphia re-signed Nola and gave Wheeler an extension to keep the top of the rotation intact. The Phillies would like to become more of a contender in the NL East and give the perennial champion Braves a run at the division title. But making the playoffs as a wild card has worked out fine in Philly. Harper, Turner and Schwarber are the heart of an offense that should help lead Philadelphia into the postseason for a third straight year.
___
MIAMI MARLINS
2023: 84-78, third place, lost to Philadelphia in Wild Card Series.
Manager: Skip Schumaker (second season).
Opening Day: March 28 vs. Pittsburgh.
Here: President of Baseball Operations Peter Bendix, SS Tim Anderson, C Christian Bethancourt, OF Nick Gordon, INF Vidal Brujan.

    


Outta Here: GM Kim Ng, DH Jorge Soler, LHP Steven Okert, 1B Garrett Cooper.
Top Hitters: 2B Luis Arraez (MLB-best .354, 10 HRs, 69 RBIs, .861 OPS), 3B Jake Burger (.250, 34, 80, .828 OPS with White Sox and Marlins), OF Bryan De La Cruz (.257, 19, 78, .715 OPS), CF Jazz Chisholm Jr. (.250, 19, 51, .761 OPS), OF Jesus Sanchez (.252, 14, 52, .777 OPS).
Projected Rotation: LH Jesus Luzardo (10-10, 3.58 ERA), LH A.J. Puk (7-5, 3.97, 15 saves), RH Eury Perez (5-6, 3.15), RH Edward Cabrera (7-7, 4.24), LH Trevor Rogers (1-2, 4.00, missed most of season with multiple injuries).
Key Relievers: LH Tanner Scott (9-5, 2.31 ERA, 12 saves), LH Andrew Nardi (8-1, 2.67, 3 saves), RH Anthony Bender (Tommy John surgery), RH Bryan Hoeing (2-3, 5.48).

    


Outlook: The Marlins will be without their ace and 2022 NL Cy Young Award winner Sandy Alcantara for the entire 2024 season after he underwent Tommy John surgery in October to repair the ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow. Still, the team boasts a pretty deep rotation that will be led by Luzardo. Bendix, newly in charge of baseball operations, did not add many flashy pieces during the offseason but did sign Anderson, a former AL batting champion, to a one-year contract. Miami made the postseason last year for the first time in a full season since 2003 thanks to Arraez's hitting and Schumaker's guidance.
___
NEW YORK METS
2023: 75-87, fourth place. 
Manager: Carlos Mendoza (first season). 
Opening Day: March 28 vs. Milwaukee.
He's Here: President of Baseball Operations David Stearns, RHP Luis Severino, LHP Sean Manaea, RHP Adrian Houser, CF Harrison Bader, OF Tyrone Taylor, INF Joey Wendle, LHP Jake Diekman, RHP Jorge Lopez, RHP Shintaro Fujinami, RHP Michael Tonkin, RHP Yohan Ramirez, OF Trayce Thompson, INF Zack Short, RHP Max Kranick, LHP Kolton Ingram.
He's Outta Here: Manager Buck Showalter, GM Billy Eppler, RHP Carlos Carrasco, DH Daniel Vogelbach, INF Luis Guillorme, RHP Trevor Gott, RHP Jeff Brigham, RHP Sam Coonrod.
Top Hitters: 1B Pete Alonso (.217, 46 HRs, 118 RBIs, .821 OPS), SS Francisco Lindor (.254, 31, 98, .806 OPS, 31 SBs, 108 runs in 160 games), LF Brandon Nimmo (.274, 24, 68, .829 OPS), C Francisco Alvarez (.209, 25, 63, .721 OPS), 2B Jeff McNeil (.270, 10, 55, .711 OPS).
Projected Rotation: LH Jose Quintana (3-6, 3.57 ERA in 13 starts), RH Kodai Senga (12-7, 2.98, 202 Ks in 166 1/3 IP), RH Luis Severino (4-8, 6.65 with Yankees), LH Sean Manaea (7-6, 4.44, 1 save in 37 games, 10 starts, with Giants), RH Adrian Houser (8-5, 4.12 with Brewers), RH Tylor Megill (9-8, 4.70 in 25 starts).
Key Relievers: RH Edwin Diaz (3-1, 1.31 ERA, 32/35 saves, 118 Ks, 18 BBs over 62 innings in 2022; missed last season following knee surgery), LH Brooks Raley (1-2, 2.80, 3 saves), RH Adam Ottavino (1-7, 3.21, 12 saves), LH Jake Diekman (0-2, 3.34, 64 Ks in 56 2/3 IP with White Sox and Rays), RH Drew Smith (4-6, 4.15, 3 saves), RH Jorge Lopez (6-2, 5.95, 3 saves with Twins, Marlins and Orioles), RH Shintaro Fujinami (7-8, 7.18, 2 saves in 64 games, 7 starts, with Athletics and Orioles).
Outlook: After falling flat last season despite the biggest payroll in baseball history, this team is under new management. Mets owner Steve Cohen brought in Stearns, who hired a rookie manager in Mendoza -- the former Yankees bench coach. Alonso's impending free agency next winter will put him under a microscope all year. But the lineup could hinge on a bounce-back season at age 35 for All-Star right fielder Starling Marte, and the maturation of young hitters such as Alvarez, third baseman Brett Baty and DH Mark Vientos. A suspect rotation took a significant blow when Senga, runner-up for 2023 NL Rookie of the Year, went down early in spring training with a shoulder strain. He's expected to be sidelined until at least late April or May. Diaz returns from his knee injury to anchor a much deeper bullpen. The defense should be improved, and the position-player nucleus from a 101-win playoff club in 2022 is still here. But this looks like a third- or fourth-place team in the NL East. With some touted prospects in the pipeline, New York is pointing toward 2025 while hoping to squeeze into the 2024 postseason behind several stopgap arms. 
___
WASHINGTON NATIONALS
2023: 71-91, fifth place.
Manager: Dave Martinez (seventh season).
Opening Day: March 28 at Cincinnati.
He's Here: OF Eddie Rosario, INF Nick Senzel, 1B/OF/DH Joey Gallo, OF Jesse Winker, RHP Derek Law.
He's Outta Here: RHP Carl Edwards Jr., RHP Cory Abbott, 1B Dominic Smith.
Top Hitters: OF Lane Thomas (.268, 28 HRs, 86 RBIs, .783 OPS), SS CJ Abrams (.245, 18, 64, 47 steals), C Keibert Ruiz (.260, 18, 67), OF Eddie Rosario (.255, 21, 74 with Braves), 1B/OF/DH Joey Gallo (.177, 21, 40 with Twins).
Projected Rotation: RH Josiah Gray (8-13, 3.91 ERA), LH MacKenzie Gore (7-10, 4.42), LH Patrick Corbin (10-15, 5.20), RH Trevor Williams (6-10, 5.55), RH Jake Irvin (3-7, 4.61).
Key Relievers: RH Kyle Finnegan (7-5, 3.76 ERA, 28/36 saves), RH Hunter Harvey (4--4, 2.82, 10 saves), RH Derek Law (4-6, 3.60, 2 saves with Reds), LH Joe La Sorsa (1-0, 4.41 with Rays and Nationals).
Outlook: The Nationals are still a work in progress, as Martinez and GM Mike Rizzo oversee the ongoing roster reconstruction. This season, like last, is not about any sort of win-loss expectations but rather whatever positive steps forward can be taken by the inexperienced bunch counted on to eventually end the run of futility -- four last-place finishes in a row in the NL East -- since the 2019 World Series championship. Will 2023 NL All-Star Gray, Gore, Abrams and Ruiz blossom? Could outfielders James Wood (who, like Gore and Abrams, arrived in the trade of Juan Soto to the Padres) and Dylan Crews (the No. 2 overall pick in June's amateur draft) get some time in the majors? One thing no longer hanging over the franchise: The Lerner family has decided not to sell the club after nearly two years of looking for a buyer. Still up in the air as the season approaches: When and how will Stephen Strasburg, no longer able to pitch after a series of injuries and operations, announce that his playing days are done?
___
More AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Barcelona visits Atletico with both soaring after reaching the Champions League quarters

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Barcelona's Fermin Lopez celebrates after scoring his side's opening goal during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, on March 12, 2024. Boosted by their wins over Italian rivals in the Champions League, Barcelona and Atletico Madrid clash this weekend in the Spanish league. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - Atletico Madrid players celebrate winning the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match against Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, on March 13, 2024. Atletico Madrid won 3-2 in a penalty shootout. Boosted by their wins over Italian rivals in the Champions League, Barcelona and Atletico Madrid clash this weekend in the Spanish league. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Boosted by their wins over Italian rivals in the Champions League, Barcelona and Atletico Madrid clash this weekend in the Spanish league.
Barcelona needs a victory to keep alive its scant hopes of defending its domestic title. With 10 rounds remaining, Xavi Hernandez's side is in third place, one point behind Girona and eight adrift of leader Real Madrid.
Atletico is in a fight to finish in the top four so it can stay in Europe's elite tournament next season. It is in fourth place, just two points ahead of a strong Athletic Bilbao, which recently beat Diego Simeone's side in the Copa del Rey semifinals.
Atletico hosts Barcelona on Sunday at its Metropolitano Stadium, flying high after its comeback over Inter Milan to reach the Champions League quarterfinals.
Inter was up 2-0 on aggregate during their second leg on Thursday until Antoine Griezmann and Memphis Depay scored to force extra time and, eventually, penalties. Jan Oblak then made two saves in the shootout to help Atletico oust last year's finalist.

    


Barcelona won its first knockout tie in the Champions League in four years when it beat Napoli 4-2 on aggregate after a 3-1 win on Tuesday.




The Catalan club is undefeated in nine games since Xavi announced in late January that he will not continue next season. Since then, his team has won six and drawn three across all competitions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the best development for the debt-troubled Barcelona is that its training academy keeps churning out promising young players. Seventeen-year-old central defender Pau Cubarsi was named man of the match against Napoli in his European debut. Fermin Lopez, 20, scored against Napoli as he filled in for injured midfielders Pedri Gonzalez and Frenkie de Jong. Lamine Yamal, 16, was again a constant focus of its attack from the right wing.
MADRID WITHOUT BELLINGHAM
Madrid visits Osasuna on Saturday, while Girona is at Getafe.

    


Madrid midfielder Jude Bellingham, the league top scorer with 16, will miss the trip to Pamplona as he serves the second of a two-game suspension for arguing with a referee during a draw at Valencia.
Madrid has lost only once in the league. Since that loss at Atletico in September it has gone 22 rounds without a defeat. It beat Osasuna 4-0 at home in October.
Athletic hosts Alaves, also on Saturday, hoping to get a win to add pressure on Atletico.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Champions League exits follow a head butt and a police raid in rough week for Italian soccer

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez misses in the penalty shootout during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Atletico Madrid won 3-2 in a penalty shootout. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Inter Milan's head coach Simone Inzaghi gestures during a penalty shootout at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Atletico Madrid won 3-2 in a penalty shootout. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Verona's Thomas Henry, in white, leaves the pitch after the Serie A soccer match between U.S. Lecce and Hellas Verona FC at Via del Mare Stadium, Lecce, Italy, Sunday March 10, 2024. Lecce coach Roberto D'Aversa, foreground center, head butted Hellas Verona striker Thomas Henry following a heated matchup between two teams just above the relegation zone in Serie A on Sunday. (Giovanni Evangelista/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Atletico Madrid's Stefan Savic, left, fights for the ball with Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Inter Milan players stand together during a penalty shootout at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Napoli's Giovanni Di Lorenzo gestures as Barcelona players celebrate at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Barcelona won 3-1. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Verona's Thomas Henry, in white, leaves the pitch after the Serie A soccer match between U.S. Lecce and Hellas Verona FC at Via del Mare Stadium, Lecce, Italy, Sunday March 10, 2024. Lecce coach Roberto D'Aversa, foreground right, head butted Hellas Verona striker Thomas Henry following a heated matchup between two teams just above the relegation zone in Serie A on Sunday. (Giovanni Evangelista/LaPresse via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Verona's Thomas Henry, in white, leaves the pitch after the Serie A soccer match between U.S. Lecce and Hellas Verona FC at Via del Mare Stadium, Lecce, Italy, Sunday March 10, 2024. Lecce coach Roberto D'Aversa, foreground right, head butted Hellas Verona striker Thomas Henry following a heated matchup between two teams just above the relegation zone in Serie A on Sunday. (Giovanni Evangelista/LaPresse via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Napoli's Andre-Frank Zambo Anguissa, center, and his teammates stand on the pitch after the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between FC Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Napoli's Jesper Lindstrom, right, reacts after a missed scoring opportunity during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Napoli's Victor Osimhen, left, controls the ball in front of Barcelona's Sergi Roberto during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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    [image: Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez misses in the penalty shootout during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Atletico Madrid won 3-2 in a penalty shootout. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Inter Milan's head coach Simone Inzaghi gestures during a penalty shootout at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Atletico Madrid won 3-2 in a penalty shootout. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Verona's Thomas Henry, in white, leaves the pitch after the Serie A soccer match between U.S. Lecce and Hellas Verona FC at Via del Mare Stadium, Lecce, Italy, Sunday March 10, 2024. Lecce coach Roberto D'Aversa, foreground center, head butted Hellas Verona striker Thomas Henry following a heated matchup between two teams just above the relegation zone in Serie A on Sunday. (Giovanni Evangelista/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Atletico Madrid's Stefan Savic, left, fights for the ball with Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Inter Milan players stand together during a penalty shootout at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Napoli's Giovanni Di Lorenzo gestures as Barcelona players celebrate at the end of the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Barcelona won 3-1. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Verona's Thomas Henry, in white, leaves the pitch after the Serie A soccer match between U.S. Lecce and Hellas Verona FC at Via del Mare Stadium, Lecce, Italy, Sunday March 10, 2024. Lecce coach Roberto D'Aversa, foreground right, head butted Hellas Verona striker Thomas Henry following a heated matchup between two teams just above the relegation zone in Serie A on Sunday. (Giovanni Evangelista/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Napoli's Andre-Frank Zambo Anguissa, center, and his teammates stand on the pitch after the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between FC Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Napoli's Jesper Lindstrom, right, reacts after a missed scoring opportunity during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Napoli's Victor Osimhen, left, controls the ball in front of Barcelona's Sergi Roberto during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match between Barcelona and SSC Napoli at the Olympic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- It started with a head butt. A police raid at AC Milan followed. Then Serie A champion Napoli and last season's finalist Inter Milan were eliminated from the Champions League on consecutive nights.
It's been a rough week for Italian soccer.
A year after there was a Milan derby in the semifinals of Europe's top club competition and Inter gave Manchester City a serious challenge in the final, not one Italian club has advanced to the quarterfinals.
The same thing happened two seasons ago when Juventus was eliminated by Villarreal and Inter fell to Liverpool in the round of 16.
On Tuesday, Napoli was ousted by Barcelona on 4-2 aggregate. Then on Wednesday, Inter lost a penalty shootout to Atletico Madrid.
Also this month, Lazio lost to Bayern Munich on 3-1 aggregate.
Since neither Lazio, Napoli nor Inter lost the first leg, the final results stung even more.

    


Considering its perfect record in 2024, a big lead atop Serie A and its performance in Europe last season, Inter had the highest hopes for the Champions League.
But when it came down to Lautaro Martinez -- Inter's most prized and reliable forward -- to convert his spot kick and keep the shootout alive, the Argentina international blasted his shot high over the bar.




After his miss, Lautaro immediately turned around and glared at the spot as if something bothered him.
"The squad is not used to losing. The defeat burns, because we won the first leg," Inter coach Simone Inzaghi said. "The details make the difference and we missed three chances in extra time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The losses also affect Italy's chances of earning a fifth team in next season's expanded Champions League. With the top two finishers to get an extra team in, Italy still leads this season's rankings but risks being passed by Germany and England, which qualified two teams each for the quarterfinals.
This week's Champions League games were preceded by the ugly scene of Lecce coach Roberto d'Aversa appearing to head butt Hellas Verona forward Thomas Henry after a match between two Serie A clubs fighting to avoid relegation on Sunday. D'Aversa was fired and banned for four matches -- a suspension he'll have to serve if he's hired by a new club.

    


On Tuesday, Milan's offices were raided by police as part of an investigation by Italian prosecutors into the sale of the seven-time European champion.
RedBird Capital Partners purchased Milan from fellow American firm Elliott Management in August 2022, but Milan prosecutors claim Elliott still owns and controls the Italian club. Both RedBird and Elliott claim the allegation is false.
Milan didn't advance out of the Champions League group phase, finishing behind Borussia Dortmund and Paris Saint-Germain.
Juventus, meanwhile, was banned from Europe this season for breaking financial rules.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Kane edges closer to Bundesliga scoring record that may not matter for Bayern

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Munich's Harry Kane, center, vies for the ball with Mainz's Andreas Hanche Olsen, right and goalkeeper Robin Zentner, during the German Bundesliga soccer match between Bayern Munich and Mainz, at the Allianz Arena stadium, in Munich, Germany, Saturday, March 9, 2024. (Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Munich's Harry Kane, center, vies for the ball with Mainz's Andreas Hanche Olsen, right and goalkeeper Robin Zentner, during the German Bundesliga soccer match between Bayern Munich and Mainz, at the Allianz Arena stadium, in Munich, Germany, Saturday, March 9, 2024. (Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bayern's Harry Kane celebrates after scoring his side's third goal during the Champions League round of 16 second leg soccer match between FC Bayern Munich and Lazio at the Allianz Arena stadium in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, March 5, 2024. (Sven Hoppe/DPA via AP)]
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                                        DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- Harry Kane is closing in on a Bundesliga scoring record that was meant to stand for decades. It probably won't make any difference to Bayern Munich's season.
Kane has 30 goals in 25 German league games for Bayern, including a hat trick last week, and Saturday's game against last-placed Darmstadt offers the England captain a chance to score plenty more.
Another 12 goals in Bayern's final nine games would take Kane past the record of 41 set by then-Bayern striker Robert Lewandowski in 2021, when the Pole broke a mark set by Gerd Muller that was nearly a half-century old.
Kane's first season in Germany is going great in every respect -- except for the league table. Bayern, the 11-time defending champion, is 10 points adrift of still-unbeaten leader Bayer Leverkusen.
"Realistically, they're favorites to win the league. All we can do is do what we've done today, just win our games," Kane said of Leverkusen last week after scoring three in Bayern's 8-1 demolition of Mainz.

    


"They've had a fantastic season, credit to them for that, but this is always the business end, this is always the hardest part. All we can do is try to win our games and hopefully they drop points."




Getting the individual scoring record but no trophy would be the story of Kane's career. He has three English Premier League top scorer awards and a World Cup golden boot but the closest he's come to a team title are Champions League and European Championship runner-up medals. When Bayern lost the season-opening German Super Cup in Kane's first game for the club, it underlined his unlucky streak. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bayern's best chance to end the season with a trophy before coach Thomas Tuchel leaves might be in the Champions League after booking a place in the quarterfinals with a win over Lazio last week.
Bayern's opponent on Saturday, Darmstadt, doesn't seem to have ever really recovered from an 8-0 thrashing by Bayern in October, when Kane scored a hat trick. Darmstadt hasn't won since, is last in the league, and suffered a hefty 6-0 loss to mid-table Augsburg two weeks ago.

    


Leverkusen needs six wins from its last nine games to ensure its first ever Bundesliga title. Coach Xabi Alonso and his players still refuse to even talk about the title. Leverkusen does have a history of falling short at the final hurdle in decades past.
Leverkusen on Sunday meets a tricky, resourceful Freiburg which held Bayern to 2-2 on March 1. Leverkusen's players will have extra mileage in their legs after a Europa League game against Qarabag on Thursday night, but so will Freiburg, which plays West Ham in the same competition.
Leverkusen's historic success has overshadowed third-placed Stuttgart quietly nearing one of the shocks of the season if it can qualify for the Champions League, a season after narrowly surviving the threat of relegation.
Coach Sebastian Hoeness, who extended his Stuttgart contract last week amid speculation linking him with Bayern, takes on his old club Hoffenheim on Saturday. He's seeking a win that would bring Stuttgart closer to returning to the Champions League for the first time since 2009-10.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Capuozzo out injured for Italy visit to Wales in Six Nations

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Italy's Ange Capuozzo celebrates at the end of the Six Nations rugby union match between Italy and Scotland at Rome's Olympic stadium, Saturday, March 9, 2024. Italy won 31-29. (Alfredo Falcone/LaPresse via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    Italy's Ange Capuozzo celebrates at the end of the Six Nations rugby union match between Italy and Scotland at Rome's Olympic stadium, Saturday, March 9, 2024. Italy won 31-29. (Alfredo Falcone/LaPresse via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ROME (AP) -- A broken finger has ruled out fullback Ange Capuozzo from Italy's visit to Wales in the Six Nations on Saturday.
Tests following the 31-29 comeback win over Scotland last weekend revealed Capuozzo broke the middle finger of his left hand.
His absence is a blow after he was instrumental in Italy's two best results in the championship, the draw in France and defeat of Scotland, Italy's first home win in 11 years. Capuozzo also started the late attack against Wales in Cardiff in 2022 that netted the match-winning converted try for Edoardo Padovani.
Italy and Wales are vying to avoid the wooden spoon at Principality Stadium. Italy has finished last in the last eight Six Nations. Wales, which is winless, hasn't finished last since 2003.
Capuozzo has been replaced by Zebre fullback Lorenzo Pani, who started on the wing against England and Ireland to accommodate Tommaso Allan and Capuozzo in the 15 jersey.

    


Coach Gonzalo Quesada made two other changes on Thursday, swapping in No. 8 Lorenzo Cannone and scrumhalf Stephen Varney for Ross Vintcent and Martin Page-Relo, who have dropped to the reserves.




Cannone's return gives Benetton Treviso seven of the pack, the only exception being Zebre loosehead Danilo Fischetti.
Benetton flanker Manuel Zuliani also returns to the reserves with Italy going back to a 6-2 split.
Wales named a team of of five changes on Wednesday following the heavy home loss to France. Center George North is retiring from test rugby after the match, his 121st Wales cap.
___

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lineups:
Wales: Cameron Winnett, Josh Adams, George North, Nick Tompkins, Rio Dyer, Sam Costelow, Tomos Williams; Aaron Wainwright, Tommy Reffell, Alex Mann, Adam Beard, Dafydd Jenkins (captain), Dillon Lewis, Elliot Dee, Gareth Thomas. Reserves: Evan Lloyd, Kemsley Mathias, Harri O'Connor, Will Rowlands, Mackenzie Martin, Kieran Hardy, Ioan Lloyd, Mason Grady.

    


Italy: Lorenzo Pani, Louis Lynagh, Juan Ignacio Brex, Tommaso Menoncello, Monty Ioane, Paolo Garbisi, Stephen Varney; Lorenzo Cannone, Michele Lamaro (captain), Sebastian Negri, Federico Ruzza, Niccolo Cannone, Simone Ferrari, Giacomo Nicotera, Danilo Fischetti. Reserves: Gianmarco Lucchesi, Mirco Spagnolo, Giosue Zilocchi, Andrea Zambonin, Ross Vintcent, Manuel Zuliani, Martin Page-Relo, Leonardo Marin.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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Switzerland calls up Sierro, Kutesa for first time for Euro 2024 warmup games

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Toulouse's Vincent Sierro, right, is challenged by Benfica's Tiago Gouveia, left, during the Europa League playoff first leg soccer match between SL Benfica and Toulouse FC at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Toulouse's Vincent Sierro, right, is challenged by Benfica's Tiago Gouveia, left, during the Europa League playoff first leg soccer match between SL Benfica and Toulouse FC at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Viktoria Plzen's Sampson Dweh, left, challenges for the ball with Servette's Dereck Kutesa during the Europa Conference League round of 16 first leg soccer match between Servette FC and FC Viktoria Plzen at the Stade de Geneve stadium in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, March 7, 2024. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: Leverkusen's Granit Xhaka celebrates after scoring the opening goal the German Bundesliga soccer match between Bayer 04 Leverkusen and 1. FSV Mainz 05 at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Leverkusen's Granit Xhaka celebrates after scoring the opening goal the German Bundesliga soccer match between Bayer 04 Leverkusen and 1. FSV Mainz 05 at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Switzerland calls up Sierro, Kutesa for first time for Euro 2024 warmup games

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Toulouse's Vincent Sierro, right, is challenged by Benfica's Tiago Gouveia, left, during the Europa League playoff first leg soccer match between SL Benfica and Toulouse FC at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Toulouse's Vincent Sierro, right, is challenged by Benfica's Tiago Gouveia, left, during the Europa League playoff first leg soccer match between SL Benfica and Toulouse FC at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
Toulouse's Vincent Sierro, right, is challenged by Benfica's Tiago Gouveia, left, during the Europa League playoff first leg soccer match between SL Benfica and Toulouse FC at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Viktoria Plzen's Sampson Dweh, left, challenges for the ball with Servette's Dereck Kutesa during the Europa Conference League round of 16 first leg soccer match between Servette FC and FC Viktoria Plzen at the Stade de Geneve stadium in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, March 7, 2024. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Viktoria Plzen's Sampson Dweh, left, challenges for the ball with Servette's Dereck Kutesa during the Europa Conference League round of 16 first leg soccer match between Servette FC and FC Viktoria Plzen at the Stade de Geneve stadium in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, March 7, 2024. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Viktoria Plzen's Sampson Dweh, left, challenges for the ball with Servette's Dereck Kutesa during the Europa Conference League round of 16 first leg soccer match between Servette FC and FC Viktoria Plzen at the Stade de Geneve stadium in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, March 7, 2024. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        BERN, Switzerland (AP) -- Switzerland rewarded midfielder Vincent Sierro and winger Dereck Kutesa for standout seasons with their first squad calls on Thursday.
The Swiss have European Championship warmup games at Denmark and Ireland this month.
Sierro is having a career year at age 28 captaining Toulouse in the French league, and the 26-year-old Kutesa has starred for Servette, his hometown team in Geneva, which is chasing a first Swiss league title for 25 years.
National coach Murat Yakin also recalled defenders Silvan Widmer of Mainz, Kevin Mbabu of Augsburg and Becir Omeragic of Montpellier.
Yakin acknowledged on Thursday that team spirit was part of his thoughts for a fresh look to the squad. The former national team defender was retained for Euro 2024 in Germany after widespread reports of tensions with senior players during the qualifying games.

    


Captain Grant Xhaka is set to extend his national team record 121 appearances when Switzerland travels to play Denmark on March 23 and Ireland three days later.
Xhaka's move in the offseason to Bayer Leverkusen after seven years at Arsenal has coincided with the German club going on a record unbeaten run and closing on a first ever Bundesliga title.




Three Bologna players -- Remo Freuler, Dan Ndoye and Michael Aebischer -- were selected in a standout season for the Italian club which is fourth in Serie A and set for a first qualification in 60 years for the European Cup or Champions League. 
At Euro 2024, Switzerland has been drawn in Group A to play Hungary on June 15, Scotland on June 19 and host Germany on June 23.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: FILE - Former Trump White House official Peter Navarro, followed by demonstrators, leaves the U.S. Federal Courthouse in Washington, Jan. 25, 2024. An appeals court Thursday, March 14, denied Navarro's bid to stave off his jail sentence on contempt of Congress charges for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Navarro has been ordered to report to a federal prison by March 19. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An appeals court denied Trump White House official Peter Navarro 's bid to stave off his jail sentence on contempt of Congress charges Thursday. 
Navarro has been ordered to report to a federal prison by March 19. He argued he should stay free as he appeals his conviction for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. 
But a three-judge panel of the federal appeals court in Washington, D.C. disagreed, finding his appeal wasn't likely to reverse his conviction. His attorneys did not immediately return messages seeking comment, but have previously indicated he would appeal to the Supreme Court.
Navarro was the second Trump aide convicted of contempt of Congress charges. Former White House adviser Steve Bannon previously received a four-month sentence but a different judge allowed him to stay free pending appeal.

    


Navarro was found guilty of defying a subpoena for documents and a deposition from the House Jan. 6 committee. He served as a White House trade adviser under then-President Donald Trump and later promoted the Republican's baseless claims of mass voter fraud in the 2020 election he lost to Democrat Joe Biden. 
Navarro has said he couldn't cooperate with the committee because Trump had invoked executive privilege. U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta barred him from making that argument at trial, however, finding that he didn't show Trump had actually invoked it. 
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Ohio Senate race, Chicago homeless tax and other races to watch in next Tuesday's primary elections

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Ohio Republican Senate candidates from left Rep. Matt Dolan, Ohio Secretary of State Frank Larose, and Bernie Moreno greet each other before a forum, Monday, Feb. 19, 2024, in the TLB Auditorium at the University of Findlay in Findlay, Ohio. (Jeremy Wadsworth/The Blade via AP)]
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[image: From left, Mike Kaylmyer moderates a Republican primary Senate forum between State Rep. Matt Dolan, Ohio Secretary of State Frank Larose, and Bernie Moreno, Feb. 19, 2024, in the TLB Auditorium at the University of Findlay in Findlay, Ohio. A fractious three-way Republican primary for the chance to unseat Democratic U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown this November is culminating in Ohio, where candidates are divided more over their pasts than their policy positions. Moreno, LaRose and Dolan all favor some level of federal abortion restriction and tough treatment of immigrants lacking permanent legal status, among similar stances. It's whether voters can trust them at their words that the three and their deep-pocketed allies are disputing ahead of Ohio's March 19 primary. (Jeremy Wadsworth/The Blade via AP, file)]
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                                        The presidential primary contests may be over, but there are plenty of consequential downballot elections still to come. 
Voters across the country will vote on next Tuesday night on combatting homelessness in Illinois, choosing candidates who could determine which party controls Congress next year and replacing ousted Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy.
Here's a look at some races to watch.
Key contests in Ohio
Ohio used to be the nation's premier swing state but has lurched to the right since former President Donald Trump's election in 2016. Yet Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown has proven tough for Republicans to dislodge. They get another shot this year and on Tuesday will pick one of three candidates with markedly different styles to face the state's senior senator.
Trump has endorsed former car dealer and blockchain entrepreneur Bernie Moreno, who is running firmly in the Trump lane as a political outsider eager to shake things up. He faces another businessman, Matt Dolan, whose family owns the Cleveland Guardians and he has tried to consolidate the party's moderate middle in the race, not even seeking Trump's endorsement. Rounding out the trio is Secretary of State Frank LaRose, an Army veteran who unsuccessfully sought Trump's nod.

    


All three support national restrictions on abortion, limiting discussion of sexuality and transgender issues in schools, and cracking down on illegal immigration. But Moreno is the most confrontational of the trio and some Republicans worry he could provide a bigger target for Democratic attacks. Moreno's supporters argue he's more likely to win over the state's populist voters.




Democrats hold a 51-49 majority in the U.S. Senate and Republicans have several chances this fall to pull ahead. Ohio is one of three states, along with Montana and West Virginia, that supported Trump in 2020 but have a Democratic-held Senate seat up in 2024.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ohio may also be the Republican gateway to retaining control of the even more narrowly divided House of Representatives. The state's GOP-controlled legislature redrew House seats in 2021 to transform the northwestern district held by Democratic Rep. Marcy Kaptur. But Republicans lost the race to oust her in 2022 after nominating J.R. Majewski, a firebrand pro-Trump political novice who misrepresented his military service.

    


Majewski was the leading contender in this year's Republican primary, too, leading party leaders to fear he would lose another winnable seat. But earlier this month he abruptly announced he was leaving the race. The decision came just days after Majewski insisted, amid pressure over his military service record and remarks he'd made on a podcast denigrating Special Olympics athletes, that he was staying in.
Majewski's name remains on the ballot, but Republicans hope that one of two other candidates considered more viable --- State Rep. Derek Merrin and former State Rep. Craig Riedel -- ends up facing Kaptur in November.
Chicago's homeless tax
Like many big cities, Chicago has been wrestling with homelessness. And the city's progressive leaders have zeroed in on high-priced real estate as a way to deal with the problem.

    


Voters will decide on a one-time tax on real estate valued at more than $1 million that advocates say would generate $100 million for homeless services like mental health and job training.
Led by Mayor Brandon Johnson, the city's liberals have backed the initiative, which would lower property taxes for parcels valued under $1 million. But real estate groups oppose the measure, saying it unfairly targets commercial properties at a time when the city's downtown office buildings are struggling to recover from the pandemic.
Trump's downstate clout
Also in Illinois but political light-years from deep blue Chicago, Republican Rep. Mike Bost faces a primary challenge from Darren Bailey, a farmer who founded a Christian school in a downstate district.
Bailey was the GOP nominee for governor in 2022. Democrats boosted him in the Republican primary because he was seen as an easier opponent for Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who beat him by 13 percentage points. His brand of Christian conservatism plays better in the rural 12th Congressional District.

    


Bailey has visited Trump's Florida compound and declares himself the heir to the former president's populist movement. But Trump has actually endorsed Bost in the primary. That makes this race the latest test of whether Trump can get voters to pay attention to his favored candidates, or just the candidate with the strongest Trump vibes.
A McCarthy replacement
Tuesday is the special election to choose someone to finish out former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy's term. McCarthy was ousted from his speakership last fall and resigned his seat afterward. The contenders in California's Central Valley resemble those in downstate Illinois -- a Republican from the more mainstream wing of the party with Trump's endorsement trying to hold off a challenger running as an outsider. 

    


In California's 20th Congressional District, that's one of McCarthy's former aides and his chosen successor, Assemblyman Vince Fong, with the Trump endorsement. He's fending off a challenge from Tulare County Sheriff Mike Boudreaux, who's run as a law-and-order populist.
Earlier this month, Fong and Boudreaux scored the first two positions in California's top-two primary system, advancing to a November faceoff for whoever will take the seat in early January. Tuesday's election is just to fill the McCarthy seat until the beginning of next year, but it'll be noteworthy whether the same dynamic holds.
Final presidential signs
The presidential primary season largely ended this week with Biden and Trump both winning enough delegates to become their parties' presumptive nominees. There's been little suspense with both men dominating, so political junkies have instead scoured the lopsided wins to find signs of weakness for November.
That can continue even though the primaries are now more ceremonial. 
Last Tuesday, former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley won 13% of the Georgia Republican primary vote despite having suspended her campaign the prior week. That reflects how Georgia Republicans were able to cast their ballots by mail starting in February, before Haley stopped campaigning. But it also highlights concerns about Trump among some of his party's suburban voters that have dogged him since he entered politics. 
It's worth watching Haley's numbers in Tuesday's states to see if there's still a protest vote in the GOP primary or whether Georgia was just a mail ballot echo.
Likewise, Biden has been dogged by protest votes against his handling of the Gaza war, with large shares of Democratic primary voters marking their ballots as uncommitted in Michigan, Minnesota and elsewhere. It's also worth watching to see if any trace of a protest vote remains on the Democratic side in states like Kansas, which offers the option of choosing "none of the names shown." 
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Biden opposes plan to sell US Steel to a Japanese firm, citing the need for 'American steel workers'
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden came out in opposition to the planned sale of U.S. Steel to Nippon Steel of Japan, saying on Thursday that the U.S. needs to "maintain strong American steel companies powered by American steel workers."
In a statement, Biden added: "U.S. Steel has been an iconic American steel company for more than a century, and it is vital for it to remain an American steel company that is domestically owned and operated."
By opposing the merger, Biden has chosen to support unionized workers in a critical election year at the risk of upsetting the business community and an essential ally in Japan. Thursday's announcement, coming as Biden is campaigning in the Midwest, could have ripples in his race against the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, Donald Trump. 
The Democratic president has made the restoration of American manufacturing a cornerstone of his agenda as he seeks reelection, and he has the endorsements of the AFL-CIO and several other prominent unions.





    


Nippon Steel announced in December that it planned to buy the Pittsburgh-based steel producer for $14.1 billion in cash, raising concerns about what the transaction could mean for unionized workers, supply chains and U.S. national security. 
The Japanese company has tried to assuage critics by promising no job losses due to the merger. It also committed to keeping the U.S. Steel name and Pittsburgh headquarters, while noting it already has a presence in the American market and would bring in new resources to foster job growth. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The company, which is the world's fourth largest steel producer, launched a website with supportive statements from Larry Summers, the former treasury secretary, and Pat Toomey, a Republican and former senator from Pennsylvania.
Shortly after the steel deal was announced, the White House indicated it would be under review by the secretive Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States. The government does not officially provide updates on the CFIUS review process.

    


Biden has a big megaphone to weigh in on the matter, but he is not intervening in the review process or formally blocking the deal, according to a person familiar with deliberations who insisted on anonymity to discuss the situation.
When asked about the deal on Thursday, White House national security spokesman John Kirby declined to say if the president wanted to stop it outright or would be amendable to changes in its structure. But Kirby told reporters that the United States sees its alliance with Japan as "stronger than it's ever been."
Still, the president holds sway over CFIUS. The treasury secretary leads the committee, which is also composed of the heads of federal agencies and, as deemed appropriate, directors of White House councils on the economy and national security.
Trump said earlier this year after meeting with the Teamsters union that he would stop the U.S. Steel acquisition: "I would block it. I think it's a horrible thing, when Japan buys U.S. Steel. I would block it instantaneously."

    


Biden traveled Thursday to Saginaw, Michigan, which was once home to multiple General Motors plants and where he hopes his backing from union workers can resonate with voters. 
The city is in a swing county that narrowly backed Trump in 2016 and then flipped to Biden in 2020, making it a crucial contest in this year's presidential race.
Biden has a close relationship with the United Steelworkers. He gave the union members "personal assurances" that he has their backs, according to a February statement by the union about Nippon Steel's plans. U.S. Steel is headquartered in Pennsylvania, another key state in this year's election. 
The United Steelworkers issued a statement last week after meeting with representatives from Nippon Steel that it had concerns about whether the company would honor existing labor agreements and about the company's financial transparency, adding that there were "barriers" to closing a merger.
The U.S. considers Japan to be one of its closest allies and a key partner in countering China's ambitions and influence in Asia. Biden has visited the country twice as president and will host Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the White House on April 10.

    


But Nippon Steel's connections to China have raised concerns within the Biden administration. More than half the steel produced globally comes from China, according to the World Steel Association. India is the second-largest producer, followed by Japan and the United States.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce warned in a February blog post that it would be foolhardy of the Biden administration to block the deal. Doing so could hurt foreign investment into the United States, cause other countries to block the overseas investments that U.S. companies want to make and undermine the U.S.-Japan alliance, the chamber said.

    


John Murphy, the head of international issues for the chamber, said Thursday that it was "inappropriate and counterproductive" of Biden to politicize the CFIUS review.
"It's imperative that the CFIUS review proceed; and if, as expected, it reveals no national security concerns, the sale should proceed," Murphy said.
But Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pennsylvania, who is up for reelection, applauded Biden's statement, saying, "I'll work like hell against any deal that leaves our Steelworkers behind."
___
AP writer Jill Colvin contributed to this report.
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Senators warn more visas are urgently needed for Afghans who aided the US in the war

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Afghan refugees hold placards during a gathering in Islamabad, Pakistan, July 21, 2023. Senators from both parties are urging congressional leaders to ensure that more visas are made available to Afghans who worked alongside U.S. troops in America's longest war. The senators say an additional 20,000 visas are needed before the end of the fiscal year in September. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senators from both major political parties are urging congressional leaders to ensure that more visas are made available to Afghans who worked alongside U.S. troops in America's longest war before a crucial pathway to safety in the United States abruptly closes. 
In a letter obtained by The Associated Press, more than a dozen Republican and Democratic senators said Congress needs to raise the limit on the number of special immigrant visas the U.S. can process for Afghans. They said an additional 20,000 are needed before the end of the fiscal year in September.
"This critical program has already saved the lives of thousands of Afghans who served with bravery and honor alongside United States troops and diplomats in support of the mission in Afghanistan," the lawmakers, led by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, a New Hampshire Democrat, wrote in the letter to Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. "We must now uphold our commitment to these individuals and ensure that those qualified applicants are able to find safety in the United States."

    


The Biden administration has also called on Congress to act swiftly. National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Thursday that "even though our war in Afghanistan ended, our commitment to Afghans and our commitment to those who helped us in that war has not ended." 




Senators included an increase in the annual cap of visas in a funding bill last year, but it's unclear whether that provision will make it into the final package lawmakers are racing to finish by the March 22 government funding deadline.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The special immigrant visa, or SIV, program allows eligible Afghans who helped Americans despite great personal risk to themselves and their loved ones to apply for entry into America with their families. Eligible Afghans include interpreters for the U.S. military as well as individuals integral to the American embassy in Kabul.

    


While the program has existed since 2009, the number of applicants skyrocketed after the chaotic U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021. With the Taliban now back in power, advocates say Afghans who helped the U.S. are often living in hiding and facing torture and death if they're found. 
Shaheen and her fellow Democratic Sen. Chris Coons of Delaware have been focused on this issue since the withdrawal, working closely with advocates -- so far with no success -- to tailor legislation to the varying needs of allies. In a statement to the AP, Coons pointed to the urgency of the issue, saying that "every day that passes without Congress taking action, we risk the lives of Afghan partners who deserve our thanks."
Since the program's inception, tens of thousands of visas have been issued to eligible Afghans, according to the State Department, with more than 30% of the total applications processed just since the withdrawal. A similar U.S. program exists for Iraqis, but both programs have come under criticism from lawmakers and advocates who say that cases move much too slowly, leaving applicants in a dangerous limbo.

    


"Congress' inaction to honor our commitments not only undermines our national conscience but erodes the very principles America claims to stand for," said Shawn VanDiver, a Navy veteran and head of #AfghanEvac, a coalition supporting Afghan resettlement efforts. "It's high time Congress proves its integrity is more than just lip service; our Afghan allies deserve nothing less."
It's up to Congress to set the cap on the number of visas available under the program. But when that cap is reached, lawmakers have had to go back periodically to increase the number of visas available. 
Andrew Sullivan, the director of advocacy for No One Left Behind, which advocates for SIV applicants, said they're down to roughly 7,000 visas left and if the State Department keeps approving visas at the current rate, they could run out of visas by the end of summer.
"It's massive. It fundamentally amounts to a death knell for the program" if Congress doesn't approve more visas, Sullivan said. "You're going to have tens of thousands of people who are left behind through no fault of their own."

    


Advocates have previously complained about the slow pace of processing visas, but in recent months the numbers have been climbing and could hit 1,000 this month after the State Department streamlined the process for considering applications. The improvements have resulted in Afghans who helped the U.S. reaching safe harbor more quickly. 
But if lawmakers fail to authorize any more visas, hundreds of thousands of Afghan allies would remain in Afghanistan, where the Taliban has labeled them and their families as traitors. Sullivan said his nonprofit has identified more than 100 people who were killed by the ruling militant group and were either SIV applicants or were likely eligible for the visa program. 

    


Failure to approve more visas would be another disappointment for Afghans as they wait for more concrete action from Congress. A bipartisan effort to permanently provide a pathway to citizenship for Afghan allies fell apart last month, thwarted by larger disagreements between Democrats and Republicans over border policy.
"For two decades, the U.S. military mission in Afghanistan relied on trusted Afghan allies who stood shoulder-to-shoulder with American troops," Shaheen, the New Hampshire senator, said in a statement. "We promised to protect them -- just as they did for us, yet they are now at grave risk as the Taliban continue to hunt for them."
___ Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/afghans-allies-kabul-congress-taliban-53c9f4b946d114e55bcb3838ac3636f7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US military chief tours arms plants with GOP lawmakers to show that Ukraine aid boosts jobs at home

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown, center, tours the HIMARS production line at Lockheed Martin's Camden, Ark. facility Thursday, March 14, 2024, with Sen. John Bozeman, R-Ark., left. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Ok., left, Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., center and Sen. John Bozeman, R-Ark., talk to reporters in front of M270 MLRS and HIMARS launcher systems that are produced by Lockheed Martin's Camden, Ark., plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Both weapons are highly coveted in Ukraine as it defends itself against Russia. On Thursday all three lawmakers expressed optimism that the Ukraine supplemental bill will find a way to passage and highlighted the impact it will have on their local workforces. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Ok., left, Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., center and Sen. John Bozeman, R-Ark., talk to reporters in front of M270 MLRS and HIMARS launcher systems that are produced by Lockheed Martin's Camden, Ark., plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Both weapons are highly coveted in Ukraine as it defends itself against Russia. On Thursday all three lawmakers expressed optimism that the Ukraine supplemental bill will find a way to passage and highlighted the impact it will have on their local workforces. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lockheed Martin senior assembler Jadulin King, works on the base of an M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) at the company's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown visited the plant with lawmakers to talk about the need to pass the Ukraine supplemental and the direct economic impact the spending will have on these local workforces. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: The base of an M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) is assembled at Lockheed Martin's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: An M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) is assembled at Lockheed Martin's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown arrives at Little Rock Air Force Base, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Little Rock, Arkansas, with Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Ok., left, Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., center, and Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., right. The chairman is traveling with the lawmakers to visit two weapons facilities in Arkansas and Oklahoma that are producing munitions critical to Ukraine. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: FILE - Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown, participates in a virtual Ukraine Defense Contact Group (UDCG) meeting Nov. 22, 2023, at the Pentagon in Washington. Brown is visiting U.S. weapon factories in Oklahoma and Arkansas to address concerns over billions of dollars being sent overseas to Ukraine and other allies when there are so many needs at home. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)]
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[image: Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Ok., left, Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., center and Sen. John Bozeman, R-Ark., talk to reporters in front of M270 MLRS and HIMARS launcher systems that are produced by Lockheed Martin's Camden, Ark., plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Both weapons are highly coveted in Ukraine as it defends itself against Russia. On Thursday all three lawmakers expressed optimism that the Ukraine supplemental bill will find a way to passage and highlighted the impact it will have on their local workforces. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: Lockheed Martin senior assembler Jadulin King, works on the base of an M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) at the company's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown visited the plant with lawmakers to talk about the need to pass the Ukraine supplemental and the direct economic impact the spending will have on these local workforces. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: The base of an M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) is assembled at Lockheed Martin's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: An M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) is assembled at Lockheed Martin's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: The base of an M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) is assembled at Lockheed Martin's weapons plant, Thursday, March 14, 2024 in Camden, Ark. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown arrives at Little Rock Air Force Base, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Little Rock, Arkansas, with Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Ok., left, Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., center, and Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., right. The chairman is traveling with the lawmakers to visit two weapons facilities in Arkansas and Oklahoma that are producing munitions critical to Ukraine. (AP Photo/Tara Copp)]
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[image: FILE - Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown, participates in a virtual Ukraine Defense Contact Group (UDCG) meeting Nov. 22, 2023, at the Pentagon in Washington. Brown is visiting U.S. weapon factories in Oklahoma and Arkansas to address concerns over billions of dollars being sent overseas to Ukraine and other allies when there are so many needs at home. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)]
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                                        CAMDEN, Ark. (AP) -- As they stood before massive rocket launchers built in part by their Arkansas constituents, Republican lawmakers were getting an unambiguous message Thursday from America's top military officer: A Ukraine aid package that's stalled in Congress will not only help in the fight against Russia, but also support jobs in their districts.
The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff doesn't normally fly around the United States with members of Congress. But Gen. C.Q. Brown's trip was part of the Pentagon's full-court press to get the House to move forward on a $95 billion aid package that's key to getting critical munitions flowing to Kyiv again.
Brown's travel companions included both supporters and opponents of the current Ukraine aid package. But even some who have been cautious about the bill said they do see a path forward for approval.

    


"We want to be able to help our allies and also help keep our industrial complex to stay afloat," said Rep. Bruce Westerman of Arkansas. "All of that said, it has to be a bill we can come to agreement on, and it has to be something that members of Congress feel like they understand what the mission is, and what the objective is, and what the plan is."




Sen. John Boozman of Arkansas and Republican Sen. Markwayne Mullin of Oklahoma also joined Brown for a tour of Lockheed Martin's factory in Camden, Arkansas, where they walked past workers assembling massive ring bases for the M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System and the tube components of the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, or HIMARS. Both systems have been in high demand in Ukraine. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mullin, who previously voted against the bill, said he still sees a way forward for the aid, which he supports. The bill includes roughly $60 billion to support Ukraine in the war.
"There is a package that's being worked on the Senate and the House side that could possibly move forward," he said, citing an idea that would give the U.S. first rights to Ukraine's mineral resources in return for the aid. It's a type of loan that former President Donald Trump has supported and that could make the U.S. less dependent on China, Mullin said. 

    


"The whole world is out of ammunition," said Boozman, who supported the bill. "Eventually we are going to get the dollars, because it's so important." 
All three cited the impact the massive bill would have on the local workforce. 
Brown is scheduled to meet with Oklahoma Republican Rep. Josh Brecheen as well on this trip, during a second stop at the McAlester Army Ammunition Plant in McAlester, Oklahoma. Brecheen has previously indicated he would not support the bill currently in the House. 
In a call with reporters before the trip, Brown said he would use the time with the lawmakers to talk about the importance of the funding. 
"As I have done with other members, and I'll do with these members, I'll talk to them about the importance of the supplemental and not only how it helps Ukraine but also how it helps all of us. What I mean by that is much of the money, about 80% of the money out of the supplemental, will go back into our defense industrial base," Brown said.

    


He said the funding is needed to replenish U.S. military stockpiles that have been sent forward to Ukraine and that increased production ultimately generates income at home. It's a point the Pentagon has increasingly pushed in recent months as current Ukraine funding ran out -- and Ukrainian forces on the front line began to ration munitions against a much more robustly supplied Russian army.
Besides the HIMARS, Lockheed Martin's Camden plant makes Army Tactical Missile Systems, or ATACMS, long-range missiles that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said have proved effective against Russian forces. 
The McAlester plant produces Navy and Air Force bombs, but is also a major storage site for critically needed 155mm munitions. In support of Ukraine the McAlester plant has also accelerated repair of Stinger and Hawk missiles and has refurbished South Korea-provided 155mm rounds with new markings and fuses.

    


"I think there's real value in coming to see this firsthand and have time with them on the airplane to talk about why this is important and why going to these two locations is important," Brown said. 
Arkansas Republican Sen. Tom Cotton, a high-ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and Oklahoma Sen. James Lankford, who negotiated the failed border bill that has now become a sticking point for the Ukraine aid bill in the House, had been scheduled to travel with Brown but were not on the trip.
The lawmakers have taken different approaches on their support for Ukraine as the war has dragged on.
In May 2022, the Arkansas senators split on a $40 billion Ukraine aid package, with Cotton joining Lankford in favor of the aid and Boozman opposed.
Mullin, who was a member of the House at the time before being elected to the Senate, also voted in favor of the 2022 aid package, as did Westerman.

    


But more recently, as the Senate last month approved the $95 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and the Indo-Pacific allies, Cotton, Lankford and Mullin voted against it, while Boozman was in favor.
That bill is now stalled in the House, opposed by hard-line Republicans, including Brecheen, who joined Congress in 2023. He said on social media the "disastrous legislation must be stopped."
___
This story has been corrected to show that Boozman's name is John, not James; Westerman's name is Bruce, not Brad; the congressman's surname is Brecheen, not Breechen.
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US sanctions three Israeli West Bank settlers and their outposts for violence against Palestinians

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A man looks at graffiti that reads, in Hebrew, "revenge, death to Arabs," allegedly sprayed by Jewish West Bank settlers in the Palestinian West Bank village of Turmus Ayya, Feb. 18, 2024. The U.S. has imposed sanctions on a group of three extremist Israeli West Bank settlers who are accused of harassing and attacking Palestinians in an attempt to pressure them to leave their land. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser, File)]
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[image: FILE - State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller during a news briefing at the State Department, July 18, 2023, in Washington. The U.S. has imposed sanctions on a group of three extremist Israeli West Bank settlers who are accused of harassing and attacking Palestinians in an attempt to pressure them to leave their land. Miller said in a statement Thursday, March 14, 2024, that "there is no justification for extremist violence against civilians or forcing families from their homes, whatever their national origin, ethnicity, race, or religion." (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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[image: FILE - State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller during a news briefing at the State Department, July 18, 2023, in Washington. The U.S. has imposed sanctions on a group of three extremist Israeli West Bank settlers who are accused of harassing and attacking Palestinians in an attempt to pressure them to leave their land. Miller said in a statement Thursday, March 14, 2024, that "there is no justification for extremist violence against civilians or forcing families from their homes, whatever their national origin, ethnicity, race, or religion." (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday imposed sanctions on three extremist Israeli settlers in the occupied West Bank who are accused of harassing and attacking Palestinians to pressure them to leave their land. 
Two farms that the settlers run were also targeted in the move that is likely to increase already heightened tensions between the U.S. and Israel over the Gaza war.
The announcement from the State Department and Treasury comes at a time of increasing friction between President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose far-right government has reacted angrily to previous sanctions imposed against West Bank settlers.
U.S. officials -- from Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken -- have repeatedly raised concerns about a surge in settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank since Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip began. Israel has said it is taking action against such attacks and argued that the sanctions are unnecessary.

    


Currently, nine people and their properties have been sanctioned under a new executive order targeting West Bank settlers according to Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control database. 




The immediate impact of Thursday's sanctions was not clear as it is uncertain if any of the settlers or their farms have assets in U.S. jurisdictions. However, an earlier tranche of sanctions against settlers spooked Israeli banks that do business with them. The U.S. sanctions block the men and their outposts from using the U.S. financial system and bar American citizens from dealing with them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rights groups said that among dozens of violent settlers in the volatile territory, the three named in the sanctions list Thursday were among the most dangerous.
"All three are hardcore leaders of settler violence," said Dror Etkes, a veteran anti-occupation researcher.
Included in the Thursday sanctions are settler Zvi Bar Yosef and his outpost, known as the Zvis Farm. Currently sanctioned in the U.K., Bar Yosef is accused of acting violently against Palestinians in the West Bank. Bar Yosef founded his now-sanctioned outpost northwest of the Palestinian city of Ramallah and in 2018, Etkes said.

    


Etkes noted that Bar Yosef was responsible for the "most brutal assaults I've ever heard about in terms of settler attacks."
In August, Israeli media reported that Bar Yosef kicked a Palestinian man in his mouth, knocking out four of his teeth while Israeli soldiers looked on.
Also sanctioned Thursday is Moshe Sharvit, a settler also already sanctioned in the U.K., who founded a settlement in the north Jordan Valley. Sharvit allegedly attacked Palestinians and Israeli human rights activists in the vicinity of his outpost, known as Moshes Farm, which is also now sanctioned by the U.S.
British officials in February stated that Sharvit and another settler threatened Palestinian families at gunpoint and destroyed property as part of a " targeted and calculated effort to displace Palestinian communities."
Additionally, sanctions were imposed on Neriya Ben Pazi, who U.S. officials say attacked and expelled Palestinian shepherds from hundreds of acres of land as recently as August 2023.

    


Ben Paz, who grew up in an Israeli settlement in Gaza, founded the outpost Rimonim in 2019, which Etkes said is responsible for the displacement of thousands of Palestinian Bedouins from the area between Ramallah and Jericho.
His outpost is not included on the sanctions list.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters Thursday that "these individuals have engaged in repeated violence against Palestinians and in some cases, Israelis too."
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement that "there is no justification for extremist violence against civilians or forcing families from their homes, whatever their national origin, ethnicity, race, or religion."
Israeli national security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir tweeted Thursday that "sanctions on settlers is further proof that the US administration does not understand who is an enemy and who is its supporter. The settlers are the best of our sons who build, settle and bring security to the country, they deserve a salute not a knife in the back."

    


In February, President Joe Biden issued an executive order that targets Israeli settlers in the West Bank who have been accused of attacking Palestinians and Israeli peace activists in the occupied territory. 
__
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press White House reporter Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sanctions-west-bank-gaza-israel-war-hamas-57a673cd9836590856c8259ef7a895e1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Oregon GOP senators barred from reelection over walkout seek statewide office instead

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Oregon Sen. Brian Boquist poses in his office inside the state Capitol in Salem, Ore., July 3, 2019. Republican state Sens. Boquist and Dennis Linthicum are seeking statewide office after being barred from reelection for staging a record-long walkout in 2023 to stall bills on abortion, transgender health care and gun rights. Boquist, who also made national headlines at the start of a GOP-led walkout in 2019 for threatening comments toward state police, is running for state treasurer. (AP Photo/Andrew Selsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oregon Sen. Dennis Linthicum, R-Klamath Falls, poses in his office inside the state Capitol in Salem, Ore., Feb. 8, 2019. Republican state Sens. Linthicum and Brian Boquist are seeking statewide office after being barred from reelection for staging a record-long walkout in 2023 to stall bills on abortion, transgender health care and gun rights. Linthicum is running for secretary of state, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported. (AP Photo/Andrew Selsky, File)]
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                                        SALEM, Ore. (AP) -- Two Republican state senators in Oregon are seeking statewide office after being barred from reelection for staging a record-long walkout last year to stall bills on abortion, transgender health care and gun control.
Sen. Brian Boquist, who also made headlines for his threatening comments toward state police during GOP-led walkouts in 2019, is running for state treasurer. Sen. Dennis Linthicum is running for secretary of state, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported.
Both were among the 10 GOP senators whose boycott of the Legislature last year disqualified them from reelection under a ballot measure aimed at stopping walkouts. Measure 113, approved by voters in 2022, amended the constitution to bar lawmakers from reelection if they have more than 10 unexcused absences.
Their disqualification was affirmed by the Oregon Supreme Court last month.

    


Boquist was strongly criticized in 2019 as Republicans were on the verge of a walkout over climate legislation. As the governor considered sending state police to compel boycotting lawmakers to return to the Capitol in Salem, Boquist said authorities should "send bachelors and come heavily armed" if they attempted to bring him back.




A legislative committee sanctioned him over the comments, and voted to require Boquist to give 12 hours' notice before coming to the Capitol. The measure was intended to give the state police time to bolster security in his presence. Boquist sued and won, arguing that his First Amendment right to free speech was violated, OPB reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. Army veteran has served in the Legislature since 2009, representing rural areas of the Willamette Valley and the Coast Range west and northwest of Salem.
He said that his time serving on the state revenue committee made him well qualified for the role of treasurer, OPB reported.
"I have honed the ability to speak bluntly and truthfully to Oregonians about where their hard-earned money is going and how the government machine spends it," Boquist said in a statement.

    


The Oregon Capital Chronicle first reported Boquist's bid. He'll be facing Democratic state Sen. Elizabeth Steiner, co-chair of the Joint Ways and Means Committee, and Jeff Gudman, a former city councilor from the affluent Portland suburb of Lake Oswego.
Linthicum, in office since 2017, hails from a vast district stretching south from Bend to Klamath Falls and the California state line. He describes himself as a rancher and businessman on his legislative website.
"I have a laser-focused interest in auditing Oregon's currently lacking election and financial integrity standards," he said in a statement reported by OPB.
Linthicum will run against Democrats Tobias Read, currently state treasurer, and state Sen. James Manning for the office of secretary of state. The race has drawn attention following last year's ouster of secretary of state Shemia Fagan over an influence-peddling scandal related to her consultancy work with a marijuana business.
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Ukrainians living under Russian occupation are coerced to vote for Putin

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A couple walk past billboards which promote the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Your voice is important" in a street in Luhansk, the capital of Russian-controlled Luhansk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Volunteers, one of them with the flag reading "let's go to the elections" promote the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A woman walks past a billboard which promote the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Together we are strong, we vote for Russia!" on a bus stop in Luhansk, the capital of Russian-controlled Luhansk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A volunteer holds a flag reading "let's go to the elections" promoting the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Pedestrians walk past a billboard which promotes the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Together we are strong, we vote for Russia!" in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Volunteers with banner reading: "Elect a president, choose the future of Russia" perform promoting the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Volunteers, one of them with the flag reading "let's go to the elections" promote the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A woman walks past a billboard which promote the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Together we are strong, we vote for Russia!" on a bus stop in Luhansk, the capital of Russian-controlled Luhansk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A volunteer holds a flag reading "let's go to the elections" promoting the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Pedestrians walk past a billboard which promotes the upcoming presidential election with words in Russian: "Together we are strong, we vote for Russia!" in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Volunteers with banner reading: "Elect a president, choose the future of Russia" perform promoting the upcoming presidential election in a street in Donetsk, the capital of Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin Thursday called on people in Ukraine's occupied regions to vote, telling them and Russians that participation in the elections is "manifestation of patriotic feeling," Presidential elections are scheduled in Russia for March 17. (AP Photo)]
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                                        Ukrainians living in regions illegally annexed by Russia are being coerced to vote in the presidential election of their wartime occupier, Vladimir Putin -- an exercise denounced by Ukraine as an illegitimate effort by Moscow to tighten control over its neighbor.
Polls don't open in Russia until Friday, but they are open in four annexed regions of Ukraine close to the front line, some of which are not fully in Putin's control.
The election is taking place under highly distorted and restrictive conditions. Many Ukrainians fled these regions - or were deported by Russia - after Putin's invasion two years ago, and there are reports of people being forced to vote at gunpoint. There are no international election observers in Ukraine.
The Russian government is prodding Ukrainians with billboards and posters to vote "for their president" and to "take part in the future of our country." It is promoting the election with a "V" symbol in the colors of the Russian flag -- a letter emblazoned on Russian tanks and a clear nod to Putin's first name.

    


" The elections are an extension of military occupation and of the war itself ... rather than an exercise in the democratic franchise," said Sam Greene, a director at the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington.




In addition to setting up polling stations, Russia has dispatched officials with ballot boxes to people's homes, saying it is safer for them to vote on their doorsteps.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Kremlin views the voting in occupied regions of Ukraine as a "test of loyalty" for civilians and local elites, said Volodymyr Fesenko, the head of Penta, a political think tank.
Polls are already open in Russian-occupied Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia. In Crimea, which was annexed from Ukraine by Putin in 2014, polls will open Friday.
In the Donetsk region, the Ukrainian mayor of Mariupol, Vadym Boychenko, said his city was a symbol of Russia's "military nightmare" and of an "electoral process in ruins." He said a woman "accompanied by two Chechen military men with machine guns" showed up at his neighbor's apartment with a ballot box and made clear that voting was not optional.

    


There have been multiple reports of Russian-installed authorities forcing people to vote, and threatening to withhold medical care or other social benefits from those who do not. More than two dozen Ukrainians who refused to vote have been arrested, according to human rights activists.
Analysts say the Kremlin is eager for a high turnout -- in Russia and the occupied regions of Ukraine -- to signify control, silence dissent and present Putin as a legitimate leader. The Institute for the Study of War said it expects the Kremlin and Russia-installed officials in Ukraine to "fabricate" a high turnout. 
The Ukrainian governor of the Zaporozhzhia region, Ivan Fedorov, said that -- based on publicly available lists -- the Kremlin has brought more than half of the election officials and activists into the region from Russia.
The Russia-installed governor of Kherson, Vladimir Saldo, said Thursday that turnout in early voting was "better than expected" and that lines were forming at polling stations. 

    


In the eastern region of Luhansk, which has been partially occupied since 2014, some residents told The Associated Press that they were going to vote for Putin, although several said they had no idea who else was on the ballot.
"I will vote for Putin, because I don't know anyone else," said Veronica, a 30-year-old nurse.
Tatiana, a 20-year-old student, said of Putin: "I trust him so much that other candidates are no longer suitable for me."
The AP is not identifying them by their full names because of concerns for their safety.
In a video address on Thursday, Putin urged people in Ukraine's occupied regions -- and in Russia -- to vote, telling them that "each of your votes is valuable and significant." 
It is unclear how many people live in the newly annexed regions of eastern Ukraine, where the Kremlin has been accused of resettling Russians. Britain's Ministry of Defense estimated Wednesday that a third of the pre-war Ukrainian population remains, and analysts said the lack of transparency makes it easy to manipulate the vote.

    


In February, the Russia-installed governor of Ukraine's southern Zaporizhzhia region, Evgeny Balitsky, said in an interview that he personally ordered the deportation of pro-Ukrainian citizens, because "these were people who we could not convince and we have to deal with them more harshly."
Balitsky said "a large number of families" were dropped off near the front line because some of them had insulted Russia's flag, anthem and Putin. 
In Mariupol, which was flattened by the Russian military early in the war, the population has dropped from just over 400,000 people to around 200,000. Half of the current population, according to Boychenko, the mayor, are not Ukrainian and include construction workers and laborers from remote Russian regions. The Kremlin, he said, is trying to repopulate Mariupol "to create a loyal majority out of poor settlers."

    


At least 27 people have been arrested for refusing to vote in the occupied areas of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, according to Pavlo Lysianskyi of the Eastern Human Rights Group.
"The Kremlin is demonstratively increasing pressure on local residents," Lysianskyi said.
There are also cases, he said, of authorities forcing people to write explanations of their refusal to vote, which could become the basis for initiating criminal cases against them. That practice was also used in local Russian elections held in occupied Ukrainian regions in September.
___
Karmanau reported from Tallinn, Estonia. Burrows reported from London.
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Biden visits Michigan county emerging as the swing state's top bellwether

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden is heading to a Michigan bellwether county as the Democratic incumbent looks to shore up support in the key battleground state ahead of November (AP video: Mike Householder)
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    [image: Afternoon sunshine hits parts of a mural in downtown Saginaw, Mich., Wednesday, March 12. The city's downtown has undergone mass transformation in the decades since it was one of the state's top automotive hubs. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]
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[image: Bishop Hurley Coleman Jr. stands in his church on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden is expected to make a campaign visit to Saginaw on Thursday, and Coleman says "if there is a place in America that he can tell his story to a people that need to hear it, Saginaw is that typical place." (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]
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[image: Former Republican state legislator Tim Kelly is interviewed on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Saginaw Township, Mich. Kelly does not support the candidacy of President Joe Biden, who is expected to make a campaign visit to Saginaw on Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]
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                                        SAGINAW, Mich. (AP) -- Hurley Coleman Jr.'s parents were drawn to Michigan from the South by the promise of middle-class jobs in the booming automotive industry, an origin story shared by many African American families in Saginaw.
Mass layoffs beginning in the late 20th century precipitated a dramatic decline in Saginaw's population and economy, accompanied by a sharp rise in political turmoil within the city and throughout the region around it. This unrest peaked in 2016, mirroring the trend set off by economic stress in many Rust Belt cities, when the area voted Republican for the first time in decades and helped Donald Trump win the state.
"There was unrest in so many corners, in so many ways and it just happened that you had a candidate who was irascible enough to be able to tap into that unrest," said Coleman. "There are a lot of people who still have that unrest, but they're paying attention now."

    


Turning Saginaw County blue again in 2020 -- by a margin of 303 votes -- contributed to Joe Biden's success in securing the critical "blue wall" states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania, all pivotal in Trump's previous victory as well. Leaders in both parties have said that it will be next to impossible for either presidential candidate to win the White House this year without winning Michigan.




Now, Biden faces the challenge of persuading voters there to grant him another term, a task he aimed to tackle with a visit to Saginaw Thursday afternoon to meet with supporters and campaign volunteers. The visit is part of a two-day swing through Wisconsin and Michigan that started Wednesday as the president looks to create momentum for his reelection campaign after clinching the Democratic nomination on Tuesday night.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"President Joe Biden knows that if there is a place in America that he can tell his story to a people that need to hear it, Saginaw is that typical place," said Coleman, a pastor who is planning to help Biden in his reelection bid.

    


Saginaw, a Democratic stronghold, is encircled by predominantly Republican areas within the larger county. Described as a microcosm of the entire state, Saginaw County is the only Michigan county to have voted for the winning presidential candidate in the last four elections. In that respect it has largely replaced Macomb County north of Detroit as the go-to destination for political consultants and media looking to take the temperature of what might well be the ultimate swing state, with Macomb sliding steadily further into the Republican camp.
The Saginaw area boasts a large number of union-affiliated voters, a demographic that Biden has targeted in his reelection campaign. He has received multiple key union endorsements even as Trump lays claim to being the candidate of choice for working people despite many union leaders saying his first term showed otherwise.
The 44,000-person city at the heart of the county is also home to a significant Black community, comprising 46% of Saginaw's residents. Energizing this demographic could be pivotal in November as Biden's campaign navigates challenges in other regions of the state.

    


"I think that the president recognizes the importance of getting into a community as diverse as Saginaw and having the conversation and having the face-to-face time with folks," said Michigan Democratic Party chair Lavora Barnes. 
Over 100,000 Democratic voters in Michigan opted to vote "uncommitted" in the state's Feb. 27 primary in what had been pushed by activists as a protest vote against Biden's handling of the war in Gaza. Top Biden advisors, both from the campaign and the White House, have traveled frequently over the past several months to places like Dearborn, a Detroit suburb with the nation's highest concentration of Arab Americans, in their efforts to win back what had been a reliably Democratic constituency.
But some Michigan Democrats in recent weeks have cautioned the party about overlooking restlessness within a significantly larger and politically influential demographic: Black voters.

    


Biden's support among Black voters has waned considerably since he assembled his winning coalition four years ago, when he was backed by 91% of Black voters nationwide, according to AP VoteCast.
His approval rating among Black adults is 42% in the latest Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll, a substantial drop from the first year of his presidency. Biden also is working to energize Black voters in the key swing states of Georgia, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.
Wayne County Executive Warren Evans was among the 13% of Democratic voters who voted "uncommitted" in Michigan's primary, but for a different reason than the one pushed by activists. He said he withheld his support to make a point to the Michigan Democratic Party that they are "not doing the things that they need to do to engage significant portions of the African American community."

    


"We don't see these programs and things that are talked about trickling down to us," said Evans. "We don't feel invested in. The philosophical stuff that you might hear in a speech, we're not feeling that."
Saginaw resident Jeffery Bulls shares Evans' sentiment, opting not to vote at all in the state's primary rather than vote "uncommitted." Once a Democratic voter, Bulls said that both Biden and Trump have proven to be "more of the same." He said he "probably will be skipping that top spot on the ballot" in November. 
"We look around our community and 10, 20, 30 years go by and the same blight is here, the same joblessness is here, the same issues are here," said Bulls. "Nothing has changed. That starts to click after a while and then you get cynical."
The city of Saginaw's poverty rate of nearly 35% is more than double Michigan's average of 13%, as per the latest U.S. Census data. Average income in the city is also half that of the state's average, though unemployment in the county has declined steadily since Biden first took office. 
While Black voters are unlikely to support Trump in significant numbers in November, a lack of turnout could prove just as fatal for Biden's reelection campaign. In 2016, Trump won Michigan by fewer than 11,000 votes, a thin margin attributed in part to reduced turnout in predominantly Black areas like Detroit's Wayne County, where Hillary Clinton received far fewer votes than Barack Obama did in previous elections. 
Biden reclaimed much of that support four years ago, when he defeated Trump in Michigan by a 154,000-vote margin, but he has work to do. Detroit, which holds a population that is nearly 78% Black, saw a 12% turnout in the Feb. 27 primary, almost half that of the 23% total turnout in the state. 
Biden's team is keenly aware of the pushback his reelection has encountered in certain minority communities in Michigan. Thursday's visit is Biden's second in six weeks, and his team is establishing over 15 field offices across Michigan, including Saginaw.
The campaign has been "working to ensure that Black Michiganders are aware of all the promises made and kept by" Biden, said Eddie McDonald, senior adviser for Biden-Harris in Michigan, in a statement. He added that the campaign is "not taking a single voter for granted -- especially when the stakes are this high."
"The fundamental choice in this election is between Joe Biden, who is fighting to make life better for Black voters, and Donald Trump, who drove up Black unemployment, tried to rip away health care access, and attempted to slash funding for HBCUs," said McDonald. "That difference is stark and we're going to make sure Michiganders know it."
--
AP writer Will Weissert contributed reporting.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Exemptions that allow religious organizations to avoid paying Wisconsin's unemployment tax don't apply to a Catholic charitable organization because its on-the-ground operations aren't primarily religious, a divided state Supreme Court ruled Thursday.
The outcome of the case, which drew attention and concern from religious groups around the country, raises the bar for all religions to show that their charity arms deserve such exemptions in the state. The Catholic organization's attorneys immediately promised to appeal directly to the U.S. Supreme Court. If that court agrees to hear the case, any ruling could have broad national implications.
The Wisconsin court ruled 4-3 that the Superior-based Catholic Charities Bureau and its subentities' motivation to help older, disabled and low-income people stems from Catholic teachings but that its actual work is secular.

    


"In other words, they offer services that would be the same regardless of the motivation of the provider, a strong indication that the sub-entities do not 'operate primarily for religious purposes,'" Justice Ann Walsh Bradley wrote for the majority.




Religious groups around the country are watching the case, including Catholic Conferences in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan and Minnesota, the American Islamic Congress, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, the Sikh Coalition, and the Jewish Coalition for Religious Liberty. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Wisconsin Supreme Court got this case dead wrong," said Eric Rassbach, vice president and senior counsel at the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a law firm that is representing Catholic Charities and its subentities. "CCB is religious, whether Wisconsin recognizes that fact or not."
The firm will appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, said Sarah Buckley, a Becket spokesperson.

    


U.S. religious institutions enjoy tax exemptions, most notably from property taxes. Debate has raged for decades over whether the exemptions are fair. 
Supporters say that the exemptions rightfully extend from the constitutional separation of church and state and that religious institutions would struggle without them. Opponents counter they amount to government support for religion and unfairly shift tax burdens to others. They also maintain that churches have grown increasingly political in violation of their tax-exempt status.
The dispute over Wisconsin unemployment tax exemptions is the first of its kind, said Patrick Elliott, an attorney for the Freedom From Religion Foundation. But challenges to religious property tax exemptions have been fairly common, with most judges finding that the organizations must use the land for religious purposes, not just own it, to qualify for exemptions.
Wisconsin law requires employers to pay an unemployment tax that is used to fund benefits for workers who lose their jobs. The law exempts religious organizations from the tax.
Every Catholic diocese in Wisconsin has a Catholic Charities entity that serves as that diocese's social ministry arm. 

    


The Catholic Charities Bureau is the Superior diocese's entity. The bureau manages nonprofit organizations that run more than 60 programs designed to help older or disabled people, children with special needs, low-income families, and people suffering from disasters, regardless of their religion, according to court documents.
The bureau and four of its subentities have been arguing in court for five years that the religious exemption from the unemployment tax should apply to them because they're motivated by Catholic teachings that call for helping others. 
A state appeals court in February 2023 decided the subentities failed to show their activities are motivated by religion. Judge Lisa Stark wrote that the subentities' mission statements call for serving everyone, regardless of their religions. 
As for the bureau itself, it has a clear religious motivation but isn't directly involved in any religiously oriented activities, she wrote. The outcome might have been different, Stark added, if the church actually ran the bureau and its subentities. Their workers would then be considered church employees, she said.

    


The bureau and the subentities asked the Wisconsin Supreme Court to review that decision. But the court's four-justice liberal majority upheld the appellate ruling on almost the same rationale.
"The record demonstrates that CCB and the sub-entities, which are organized as separate corporations apart from the church itself, neither attempt to imbue program participants with the Catholic faith nor supply any religious materials to program participants or employees," Ann Walsh Bradley wrote.
She rejected the bureau's arguments that evaluating a religious organization's motivations and whether its activities are sufficiently religious amounts to an excessive state entanglement with religion that violates the constitutional separation of church and state. That separation doesn't prohibit all government inquiries into a religious organization, and tax-exemption decisions require investigation, she wrote.

    


Justice Rebecca Bradley, one of the court's three conservative justices, began her dissent by quoting a Bible verse that calls for rendering unto God the things that are God's. She accused the majority of rewriting the exemption statutes to deprive Catholic Charities of the exemption, "rendering unto the state that which the law says belongs to the church."
"The majority's misinterpretation also excessively entangles the government in spiritual affairs, requiring courts to determine what religious practices are sufficiently religious under the majority's unconstitutional test," Rebecca Bradley wrote. "The majority says secular entities provide charitable services, so such activities aren't religious at all, even when performed by Catholic Charities."
Elliott, the Freedom From Religion Foundation attorney, called the ruling a win. If the charity groups had prevailed, the next step would be arguments to exempt religious hospitals and colleges, such as Marquette University, from paying the unemployment tax, he said. 
"It's really a win for employees who work for religious organizations," Elliott said. "They get coverage under the Wisconsin unemployment system."
Buckley, the spokesperson for the law firm representing the bureau, said the constitutional issue will be the basis for the U.S. Supreme Court appeal. Typically, litigants appeal rulings from states' highest courts invoking federal questions directly to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
___
This story has been corrected to show the state appeals court ruled in February 2023, not this past February.
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The League of Women Voters is suing those involved in robocalls sent to New Hampshire voters
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- The League of Women Voters filed a lawsuit Thursday seeking to prevent those who sent robocalls mimicking President Joe Biden' s voice to New Hampshire voters from using artificial intelligence for future deceptions.
The lawsuit was filed in federal court in New Hampshire against Steve Kramer, the political consultant behind the call, and two Texas companies authorities believe were involved in transmitting it: Lingo Telecom and Life Corporation. Citing violations of both state law and federal law, it asks a judge to impose fines and bar the defendants from producing and distributing AI-generated robocalls without permission from those being impersonated.
At issue is a message sent to thousands of New Hampshire voters on Jan. 21 featured a voice similar to Biden's falsely suggesting that voting in the state's first-in-the-nation presidential primary two days later would preclude them from casting ballots in November. Kramer, who paid a magician and self-described "digital nomad" who does technology consulting $150 to create the recording, has said he orchestrated the call to publicize the potential dangers of artificial intelligence and spur action from lawmakers.

    


Attorneys representing the plaintiffs in the lawsuit said Thursday they will challenge that "self-serving" explanation.




"Regardless of the motivation, the intent here was to suppress the vote and to threaten and coerce voters into not voting out of fear that they might lose their right to vote. That's why we're bringing this case," said Mark Herring, a former attorney general in Virginia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for Kramer declined to comment on the lawsuit, saying his attorneys had not yet received it. Lingo Telecom and Life Corporation did not immediately respond to messages requesting comment.
Sophisticated generative AI tools, such as voice-cloning software and image generators, already are in use in elections in the U.S. and around the world, leading to concerns about the rapid spread of misinformation. 

    


Bipartisan efforts in Congress have sought to regulate AI in political campaigns, but no federal legislation has passed. 
Since the New Hampshire robocalls, however, the FCC has outlawed robocalls that contain voices generated by artificial intelligence, and major tech companies have signed a pact to adopt precautions voluntarily to prevent AI tools from being used to disrupt elections.
The potential for such disruption means the League of Women Voters and other civic organizations to change course, said Courtney Hostetler of Free Speech for People, which is serving as co-lead counsel for the plaintiffs.
"The League of Women Voters is now shifting their scant resources to deal with this new threat, and it comes at the cost of all the other people they would otherwise be encouraging to vote, educating, helping them register, helping them learn their rights," she said.
Celina Stewart, chief counsel at the League of Women Voters, was in New Hampshire for the primary and said the calls created unnecessary chaos.

    


"Should the league or should election workers who already work often 12- to 16-hour shifts to implement the election have the burden of overcoming the obstacle of a robo call?" she said. "The answer to that has to be a hard no."
___
Associated Press writer Ali Swenson in Washington contributed to this report.
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South Carolina's top public health doctor warns senators wrong lessons being learned from COVID

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control Director Dr. Edward Simmer testifies before a Senate subcommittee considering changes in the state's public health laws in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic on Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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[image: South Carolina Sen. Richard Cash, R-Powersville, listens as a Senate subcommittee considers changes in the state's public health laws in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic on Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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[image: South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control Director Dr. Edward Simmer, right, shakes hands with Mark Plowden with the governor's office, left, after a Senate subcommittee meeting considering changes in the state's public health laws in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic on Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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        South Carolina's top public health doctor warns senators wrong lessons being learned from COVID
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina's top doctor came before a small group of state senators on Thursday to tell them he thinks a bill overhauling how public health emergencies are handled in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic has some bad ideas, concerns echoed by Gov. Henry McMaster.
As drafted, the bill would prevent mandating vaccines unless they have been licensed by the Food and Drug Administration for 10 years. That means that health care providers would be blocked from requiring flu vaccines or other shots that get yearly updates for ever-changing viruses, said Dr. Edward Simmer, director of the state Department of Health and Environmental Control.
In addition to loosening restrictions on who can visit people in isolation, the measure would also require symptom-free patients people to be released from quarantine well before some infectious diseases begin to show outward signs, Simmer said at a Thursday hearing.

    


"There are a number of issues that we believe where this bill would cause harm to the people of South Carolina and would in fact cause unnecessary death amongst people of South Carolina during a public health crisis because it would prevent us from taking actions that could save lives," Simmer said.




The bill passed the Senate subcommittee on a 4-3 vote, but with eight weeks to go in the General Assembly's session, it still has to get through the body's Medical Affairs Committee and a vote on the Senate floor before it can even be sent to the House.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a further sign of the hurdles the bill faces, McMaster sent the subcommittee a letter saying "placing overbroad restrictions on the authority of public health officials, law enforcement officers, first responders, and emergency management professionals responding to emerging threats and disasters--whether public health or otherwise -- is a bad idea."
A similar subcommittee met in September, where many speakers sewed doubt about vaccine safety and efficacy, as well as distrust in the scientific establishment.

    


Members on Thursday listened to Simmer and took up some amendments on his concern and promised to discuss his other worries with the bill.
"You are making some good points, Dr. Simmer. I'm writing them all down," Republican Sen. Richard Cash of Powdersville said.
The proposal would require health officials to release someone from quarantine if they didn't show symptoms for five days. Simmers said people with diseases like measles, meningitis, bird flu and Ebola are contagious, but may not show symptoms for a week or more.
"I don't think we would want after 10 days to release a person known to be infected with Ebola into the public," Simmer said.
Supporters of the bill said they weren't happy that during the start of the COVID-19 pandemic hospitals and nursing homes put patients into isolation. Allowing quicker releases from isolation and letting more people to visit someone in quarantine was a response to that issue.
Cash told Simmer that when the pandemic shutdown started, his wife had just endured a 17-hour cancer surgery and he was ordered to leave her bedside.

    


"Whatever she's got, I got. But I still had to go," Cash said.
Simmer said those decisions were made by the private nursing homes, hospitals and health care facilities. He said he had sympathy for decisions that had to be made quickly without much data, but he thought they were still wrong and pointed out the state didn't order anyone to take a vaccine or isolate entire facilities.
"We saw the pictures of people seeing nursing home patients through a window. They should have been allowed in," Simmer said. "When that didn't happen that was a mistake. That was a lesson learned from COVID."
Simmer asked lawmakers to pay attention to what actually happened during the pandemic and not just what they think happened.
"If this bill is designed to address concerns about COVID, we should recognize what did and did not happen during the pandemic," Simmer said.
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Bill to undo Memphis' traffic stop reforms after Tyre Nichols death headed to governor's desk

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Mother RowVaughn Wells, right, and stepfather Rodney Wells, center, speak at the Tennessee Capitol on Thursday, March 14, 2024 in opposition to a bill that would rescind some policing changes made in Memphis after their son, Tyre Nichols, died following a police beating in January 2023. Rep. Justin Pearson, left, introduced them at the news conference. (AP Photo/Jonathan Mattise)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Legislation designed to undo police traffic stop reforms set in place after the fatal beating of Tyre Nichols by officers last year is now headed to Republican Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee's desk, despite emotional pleas to abandon the measure from Nichols' family and accusations that the proposal is "extreme government overreach."
For weeks, the Republican-controlled Tennessee Statehouse has remained steadfast in overturning an ordinance adopted by the Memphis city council, which included outlawing so-called pretextual traffic stops for minor violations like a broken taillight. The bill would apply statewide, prohibiting any local limits on any traffic stops when an officer observes or has reasonable suspicion that someone in the car has violated a local ordinance or state or federal law.
House Republicans approved the measure last week and Senate Republicans adopted that proposal Thursday with just the chambers' six Democrats voting opposed.

    


"I pleaded with the sponsor to not run this," said Sen. London Lamar, a Democrat from Memphis, whose district includes where Nichols was killed. "Because it's a slap in the face. Not only for our city council, but all the local governing bodies in this state, because we're telling them you are not smart enough to decide policies to help govern your own city."




"This is extreme government overreach," Lamar added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nichols' death in January 2023 sparked outrage and calls for reforms nationally and locally. Videos showed an almost 3-minute barrage of fists, feet and baton strikes to Nichols' face, head, front and back, as the 29-year-old Black man yelled for his mother about a block from home.
Five officers, who are also Black, were charged with federal civil rights violations and second-degree murder and other criminal counts in state court. One has pleaded guilty in federal court. The U.S. Department of Justice is investigating how Memphis Police Department officers use force and conduct arrests, and whether the department in the majority-Black city engages in racially discriminatory policing.

    


Yet even as numerous members inside the majority-white Tennessee Statehouse expressed shock and outrage over Nichols' death at the time, many of those same lawmakers have largely criticized how Memphis -- a majority Black city -- has managed its crime rates and expressed distrust over the response from Black city leaders.
"If we don't do this, we will further endanger our community," said Sen. Brent Taylor, the Republican bill sponsor from Memphis.
Gov. Lee has not publicly commented on the legislation, but to date, the Republican has never handed down a veto since taking office.
Memphis' city council enacted their changes with the support from activists and Nichols' family. The changes were made after many pointed to an officer's incident report that claimed Nichols was stopped for driving into oncoming traffic but that was later refuted by Police Chief Cerelyn "CJ" Davis, who said there was no evidence Nichols was driving recklessly.

    


"Memphis is an independent city, so to speak. It's not like any other city in Tennessee. It's majority Black," Rodney Wells, Nichols' stepfather, told reporters Thursday. "Fair is fair. We worked too hard to get this passed for it to be overturned like this."
Taylor defended moving forward with the legislation over the Nichols' objections, arguing it was in the "best interest" of everyone to have "closure."
"As a funeral director and as someone who has seen death daily for 35 years, I understand better than most the pain and suffering that this family is going through," Taylor said. "As much as I empathize with the Wells family and Tyre Nichols family and the loss of Tyre, we can't let that empathy cloud our judgment in protecting 7 million Tennesseans."
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New Jersey voters may soon decide whether they have a right to a clean environment

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People walk on the beach in Brigantine, N.J. on June 28, 2022. A measure being considered by New Jersey lawmakers that would place a question on the November general election ballot asking whether New Jersey's Constitution should be amended to guarantee citizens the right to a clean environment was advanced by a state Senate committee on March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A gas-fired power plant operates in Linden N.J. on Feb. 29, 2024. . A measure being considered by New Jersey lawmakers that would place a question on the November general election ballot asking whether New Jersey's Constitution should be amended to guarantee citizens the right to a clean environment was advanced by a state Senate committee on March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Beachgoers relax on the sand in Lavallette N.J. on Aug. 11, 2022. A measure being considered by New Jersey lawmakers that would place a question on the November general election ballot asking whether New Jersey's Constitution should be amended to guarantee citizens the right to a clean environment was advanced by a state Senate committee on March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A boat navigates through a waterway in Stafford Township, N.J. on July 11, 2014. A measure being considered by New Jersey lawmakers that would place a question on the November general election ballot asking whether New Jersey's Constitution should be amended to guarantee citizens the right to a clean environment was advanced by a state Senate committee on March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- New Jersey, known as much for its beaches and blueberries as for the chemical plants and refineries that line some of its major highways, is considering asking voters a fundamental question: Should the state guarantee its citizens the right to a clean environment?
A bill making its way through the state Legislature would put a question on the November general election ballot asking, "Do you approve amending the Constitution to grant every person the right to a clean and healthy environment?"
Environmentalists say the move, known as the "green amendment," is long overdue and would enable citizens to seek redress in court if they feel their environmental rights are being violated.
But opponents, including business groups, warn that the law could have unintended consequences. They say it could enable foes of one of New Jersey's main efforts to fight climate change -- building offshore wind projects -- to challenge and kill the projects in court, saying their right to a clean ocean was being violated.

    


Three states -- Montana, New York and Pennsylvania -- have established constitutional rights to a clean environment via similar amendments, but another 15 either are considering such measures or are expected to do so soon, said Maya van Rossum, founder of Green Amendments For The Generations and head of the Delaware Riverkeeper organization in New Jersey.




"We have communities in New Jersey thar are being harmed by air and water pollution despite all these laws we have on the books to protect them," she said, adding that the proposal, if enacted, would reorient environmental protection toward preventing pollution rather than acting after the fact to address it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Right now, governmental officials may think it's a good idea to protect the environment and may want to do it, but they don't have a constitutional demand to do it," she said.

    


Democratic state Sen. Linda Greenstein, sponsor of the bill, said it would guarantee the fundamental parts of a healthy daily life.
"That means clean water to drink, clean air to breathe and enjoyment of our natural spaces, constitutionally guaranteed to every New Jerseyan today and tomorrow," she said. "These things should not be considered a privilege afforded to some."
But the bill does not spell out how the law would work in practice. It designates no entity as the enforcer of the law or the adjudicator of disputes regarding it. That would appear to leave the court system as the main avenue for those who feel aggrieved.
"It would wind up in front of a judge," Greenstein acknowledged, although she said some preliminary steps including mediation could also be used.
She said lawmakers may need to add language spelling out how the law would work and be enforced.
Ray Cantor, of the New Jersey Business and Industry Association, said the law could have unintended consequences. He said it could enable people who oppose offshore wind power projects to challenge them in court.
"Our concern is many don't understand the ramifications of this resolution," he said. 

    


Greenstein and officials with several environmental groups said they do not consider that likely.
The measure would decree that "the state's natural resources, among them its waters, air, flora, fauna, climate, and public lands, are the common property of all the people, including both present and future generations. The state shall serve as trustee of these resources, and shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all people."
But Bill Wolfe, a former official with the state Department of Environmental Protection and a frequent critic of the agency, said the state already is the trustee of those resources under the Public Trust Doctrine, a legal concept dating back to the Roman Empire that the state has adopted in other areas, including access to beaches and waterways.
"The bill is deeply flawed, and I believe it is more performative than a serious effort," he said. 
Doug O'Malley, of Environment New Jersey, called the bill "the fire axe behind glass that you break in case of emergency."

    


"You don't use it every day, but it's good to know you have it there in case you need it," he said.
He and others said they do not expect a flood of litigation as a result of the new law, citing the experiences of other states that have enacted similar provisions.
Several measures have been added to the bill through amendments, including adding "a safe climate" to the list of protected resources, and adding environmental justice concerns to it, according to Democratic Sen. Bob Smith, chairman of the senate committee that advanced the bill on Thursday.
It still requires multiple levels of approval before being placed on the November ballot.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC
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Iowa Republican shelves bill to criminalize death of an "unborn person" because of IVF concerns

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Iowa Capitol is visible before sunrise, Jan. 12, 2024, in Des Moines, Iowa. A bill that would have criminalized the death of an ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Iowa Capitol is visible before sunrise, Jan. 12, 2024, in Des Moines, Iowa. A bill that would have criminalized the death of an "unborn person" has been shelved in Iowa after a Senate Republican joined Democrats in voicing concerns about the potential impact on in vitro fertilization after an Alabama court found frozen embryos can be considered children. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- A bill that would have criminalized the death of an "unborn person" has been shelved in Iowa after a Senate Republican joined Democrats in voicing concerns about the potential impact on in vitro fertilization after an Alabama court found frozen embryos can be considered children.
 The Senate declined to consider the bill, which was approved by the House last week. It would have amended the language to pertain to "causing of death of, or serious injury to, an unborn person," defined as "an individual organism of the species homo sapiens from fertilization to live birth."
Iowa's law currently outlines penalties for termination or serious injury to a "human pregnancy."
Republican Sen. Brad Zaun, who leads the Senate judiciary committee, did not assign the bill to a subcommittee because he was concerned about the "unintended consequences" for IVF, he told reporters.

    


Before voting on the House floor, Democrats raised the Alabama case, warning that the proposed language would pose a risk to the procedure that helps some women become pregnant. 
Iowa Republican Rep. Skyler Wheeler said the bill was much simpler than Democrats were suggesting, and that they were "trying to turn this into a conversation that it is not." 




After the Senate rejected the bill, the chair of the House judiciary committee, Rep. Steven Holt, said they did not believe IVF was at risk because of differences in Iowa and Alabama's constitutions. Still, Holt said, he understood the concerns and said it's "certainly a discussion we've got to have before we would move it on" in the future.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The majority ruling of Alabama's Supreme Court treated an embryo the same as a child or gestating fetus under the state's wrongful death law, explicitly stating "unborn children are 'children.'" That led three major providers of IVF in Alabama to pause services because of concerns about liabilities.

    


The bill in Iowa was one of many being considered by state Legislatures around the country that would expand legal and constitutional protections for embryos and fetuses, a long-time goal of the anti-abortion movement.
Democratic Rep. Jennifer Konfrst criticized House Republicans for the initial denial that IVF was at stake, which Democrats had warned before it passed.
"They got caught running a bill that did more than they said. They mocked us when we said it did that. And then other Republicans pulled the bill because it did just what we said," Konfrst told reporters Thursday. "That is politics at its worst."
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'Manhunt,' about hunt for John Wilkes Booth, may make you wish you paid attention in history class

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The new Apple TV+ series "Manhunt" tells the lesser-known aspects of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, focusing on the pursuit of his killer, John Wilkes Booth. It stars Tobias Menzies as Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, who led the search for Booth and helped to convict his conspirators. Anthony Boyle plays Booth and Hamish Linklater is Lincoln. (March 14)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    15
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Lily Taylor, left, and Hamish Linklater in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Tobias Menzies in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Anthony Boyle and Will Harrison in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Tobias Menzies and Lili Taylor in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Lovie Simone in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Hamish Linklater in a scene from "Manhunt." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: Executive producer Monica Beletsky poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Cast member Lovie Simone poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Cast member Hamish Linklater poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Cast member Anthony Boyle poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Cast member Brandon Flynn poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Cast member Brandon Flynn poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 15
Cast member Brandon Flynn poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cast member Matt Walsh poses for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television series "Manhunt" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Tobias Menzies from the Apple TV+ series "Manhunt" in conversation at The 92nd Street Y on Monday, March 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rvera/Invision/AP)]
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                                        A new series transforms the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln into a true crime thriller that goes deeper into the story than most textbooks.
Most who studied Lincoln in school learn he was assassinated by a man named John Wilkes Booth. Lincoln was watching a play with his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, at Ford's Theatre when Booth came from behind and shot him.
What isn't as widely remembered is that Booth killed the president just five days after the surrender of Confederate General Robert E. Lee effectively ended the Civil War. It was a pre-planned, coordinated attack on the president, Vice President Andrew Johnson and the Secretary of State. Only Booth was successful.
A Confederate sympathizer, Booth relied on a network of supporters to help him hide. Edwin Stanton, the Secretary of War, led the search by the Army to track Lincoln's killer down. He was found 12 days later hiding in a barn where he was shot and killed.

    


" Manhunt," debuting Friday on Apple TV+, dramatizes the hunt for Booth and the trial that followed. It's based on the book "Manhunt: The 12-Day Chance for Lincoln's Killer" by James L. Swanson. Tobias Menzies stars as Stanton, who also helped convict Booth's conspirators.




"Most no one knows the details of this story unless they've done a Ph.D or it's a special interest of theirs," said creator- showrunner Monica Beletsky in a recent interview.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bringing Stanton to life is exciting, said Menzies, because he had a close, respected relationship with Lincoln.
"A big part of Stanton's journey is both a political loss and also a personal loss. He loses a friend. ... I studied very little American history, and I certainly didn't do this period of history," said Menzies. "As an actor, I've done quite a lot of period stuff and I find it enjoyable to get the chance to find out about a new part of these stories and this is a really good example of that.

    


"Truth is stranger than fiction."
Anthony Boyle plays Booth and his awareness of the man began with an episode of "The Simpsons" where Bart portrayed him in a school play. He knew his research needed to dig deeper to understand Booth's psyche and read letters he had written between the ages of 15 until his death at 26. Boyle describes them as a "descent into madness."
Beletsky hopes "Manhunt" underscores how Lincoln's killing was especially shocking at the time.
"That kind of murder was so uncommon," she said. "Lincoln famously left the White House door unlocked during the Civil War, even though he had piles of death threats. It wasn't even imagined that kind of crime could happen in our culture. My costume designer told me that Booth, wearing all black that night, is the origin of villains wearing all black in our storytelling."
There was a boldness and conceit to the way Booth decided to kill Lincoln so publicly in front of an audience that fit his desire for attention.
"The theater was absolutely jammed," said Menzies, a British actor who's starred in "The Crown" and "Outlander." "And then to run out and disappear into the night and then take 12 days to find this man, you couldn't make it up."

    


Booth was an actor in a family of actors, but lived in the shadow of his older brother Edwin, who was well-respected for his talent. "I'm gonna be the most famous man in the whole world," Booth says on the show, prior to the assassination. While on the run, he reads newspaper articles about himself and loves the attention.
"It was like, Leonardo DiCaprio's brother killed the president," said Hamish Linklater, who plays Lincoln. "I mean, (Edwin) was the biggest celebrity of his time," he said.
"This was before the internet and before television, this was word of mouth," added Boyle. "People were hearing about it (asking), "John Wilkes Booth, the actor, killed the President? Was this some sort of farce?"
Besides telling Stanton's story, Beletsky introduces viewers to Mary Simms, a slave belonging to a physician named Dr. Samuel Mudd, (played by Matt Walsh), who treated Booth while he was on the run. She was freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. The series depicts Simms -- played by Lovie Simone-- as interacting with Booth when he shows up at Mudd's house to hide, but in reality, she never met him. 

    


Simms went on to testify in the trial of Booth's conspirators -- which included Mudd -- and confirmed his allegiance to the Confederacy. Because there is not a lot of information available on Simms, she was written as a composite of a number of people who helped to convict Booth's co-conspirators. 
"It was a real opportunity to bring some of these heroes to light, like Stanton and Simms, and also to sort of set the record straight in some ways of what happened in our past and how that still continues to affect us," said Beletsky.
"It feels like a good time to be telling this story. You know, there is a big election coming up in November. Our story is partly a story about the fragility of democracy to some extent," Menzies said. "I think that's as true now as it was then. It has a relevance and a resonance which feels kind of rich to be telling now."
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A plane carrying the UK defense minister had its GPS jammed as it flew near Russian territory

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Britain's Defence Secretary Grant Shapps arrives in Downing Street for a cabinet meeting in London, on March 6, 2024. Britain says a plane carrying Defense Secretary Grant Shapps had its satellite signal jammed as it flew near Russian territory. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)]
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[image: Polish and other NATO troops take part in military maneuvers Steadfast Defender 24 in Korzeniewo, in Poland Monday, March 4, 2024, as the alliance strengthens its defense capabilities on the eastern flank in the face of Russia's war on Ukraine that has entered its third year. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Polish and other NATO troops take part in military maneuvers Steadfast Defender 24 in Korzeniewo, in Poland Monday, March 4, 2024, as the alliance strengthens its defense capabilities on the eastern flank in the face of Russia's war on Ukraine that has entered its third year. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A plane carrying British Defense Secretary Grant Shapps had its satellite signal jammed as it flew near Russian territory, the government said Thursday.
The government said the Royal Air Force jet carrying Shapps, officials and journalists "temporarily experienced GPS jamming when they flew close to Kaliningrad" on a flight from Poland to the U.K.
The Times of London, whose reporter was onboard, said that for about 30 minutes mobile phones couldn't connect to the internet and the aircraft was forced to use alternative methods to determine its location.
Shapps visited Poland on Wednesday to see U.K. troops participating in a large NATO exercise, Steadfast Defender.
Kaliningrad is a Russian enclave bordered by Poland and Lithuania, home to the Russian Navy's Baltic Fleet.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's spokesman, Dave Pares, said "the jamming didn't threaten the safety of the aircraft at any point." He said it was not unusual for aircraft to experience electronic jamming near Kaliningrad.

    


Western officials say Russia has significant electronic warfare capabilities based in Kaliningrad.
Since Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Russia has engaged in GPS jamming in areas from Finland to the Black Sea. A regional Finnish carrier had to cancel flights on one route for a week as a result.
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Spain approves amnesty for Catalan separatists, but adios to hopes it would bolster weak government

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: Crowds with Spanish flags pack the central Puerta del Sol during a protest called by Spain's Conservative Popular Party in Madrid, Spain, Nov.12, 2023. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu Parra, File)]
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[image: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro leaves the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz and Spain's Minister for the Presidency Felix Bolanos at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz and Spain's Minister for the Presidency Felix Bolanos at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: FILE - Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Prime Minister delivers his speech at the Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Jan. 17, 2024. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | FILE - Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Prime Minister delivers his speech at the Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Jan. 17, 2024. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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[image: A woman holds a cardboard cut out of former Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont during a protest in support of Puigdemont in Barcelona, Spain, Sept. 24, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | A woman holds a cardboard cut out of former Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont during a protest in support of Puigdemont in Barcelona, Spain, Sept. 24, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu, File)
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[image: FILE - Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont speaks at a press conference in Alghero, Sardinia, on Oct. 4, 2021. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Gloria Calvi, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | FILE - Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont speaks at a press conference in Alghero, Sardinia, on Oct. 4, 2021. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Gloria Calvi, File)
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[image: Member of European Parliament Carles Puigdemont speaks during a media conference at the European Parliament in Brussels, March 9, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Member of European Parliament Carles Puigdemont speaks during a media conference at the European Parliament in Brussels, March 9, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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[image: From left to right: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | From left to right: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras, center, arrives at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras, center, arrives at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: Spain's conservative opposition leader Alberto Nunez Feijoo attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Spain's conservative opposition leader Alberto Nunez Feijoo attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Santiago Abascal, leader of the far right VOX party attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Santiago Abascal, leader of the far right VOX party attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, left, and Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, left, and Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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    [image: From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: Crowds with Spanish flags pack the central Puerta del Sol during a protest called by Spain's Conservative Popular Party in Madrid, Spain, Nov.12, 2023. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu Parra, File)]
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[image: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro leaves the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: From left to right and foreground, Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz and Spain's Minister for the Presidency Felix Bolanos at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Spain's Parliament on Thursday has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: FILE - Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Prime Minister delivers his speech at the Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Jan. 17, 2024. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: A woman holds a cardboard cut out of former Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont during a protest in support of Puigdemont in Barcelona, Spain, Sept. 24, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu, File)]
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[image: FILE - Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont speaks at a press conference in Alghero, Sardinia, on Oct. 4, 2021. Spain's Parliament is set to give its initial approval Thursday March 14, 2024 to a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by potentially hundreds of Catalan separatists. (AP Photo/Gloria Calvi, File)]
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[image: Member of European Parliament Carles Puigdemont speaks during a media conference at the European Parliament in Brussels, March 9, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Member of European Parliament Carles Puigdemont speaks during a media conference at the European Parliament in Brussels, March 9, 2021. Spain's Parliament has approved a controversial amnesty bill aimed at forgiving crimes -- both proved and alleged -- committed by Catalan separatists during a chaotic attempt to hold an independence referendum six years ago. The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Puigdemont staged a referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15
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[image: From left to right: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero and Spain's second Deputy Prime Minister and Labour Minister Yolanda Diaz at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: The leader of the Catalonian ERC party Oriol Junqueras, center, arrives at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Spain's conservative opposition leader Alberto Nunez Feijoo attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Santiago Abascal, leader of the far right VOX party attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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Santiago Abascal, leader of the far right VOX party attends a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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[image: Spain's Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, left, and Spain's Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance Maria Jesus Montero at the Spanish Parliament in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has promoted the amnesty as a way to move past a secession attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has kept his part of a bargain struck last year with Catalonia's separatists to keep him in power by pushing through a divisive amnesty bill. The legislation aims to clear hundreds of secession supporters for their roles in an illegal breakaway bid attempted six years ago.
The amnesty became a political necessity for the Socialist leader after an inconclusive national election last July left two Catalan separatist parties playing kingmaker. Their price for backing a new minority government led by Sanchez was nothing less than an amnesty for their supporters and leaders still in legal trouble, among other concessions.
The passing of the amnesty bill by Spain's Parliament in the capital of Madrid by a vote of 178-172 on Thursday was supposed to provide a boost to Sanchez's government, which hoped the separatists would afterward be more inclined to support a new national budget.

    


But those plans were dashed less than 24 hours earlier when Catalonia's regional leader called a snap election after failing to pass a regional budget by one vote. That created a domino effect whereby Sanchez's treasury ministry said that she was scrapping any attempt to pass a budget for this year and would work on having it ready for 2025. 




The prospect of having to negotiate a budget with the two highly demanding separatist parties while they were in campaign mode was too daunting for the central government. Sanchez's government can carry the current national budget over into next year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oriol Bartomeus, a professor of political science at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, said Sanchez's government remains weak despite having cleared the amnesty hurdle, and the early election in Catalonia only buys it some time.
"The good thing for Sanchez is that instead of now having to face some extremely difficult negotiations over a budget, he can get a breather if the Socialists do well in the Catalan elections," he told The Associated Press.

    


Spain faces an election-packed spring with a regional election in the Basque Country in April and European elections in June.
Members of Sanchez's government professed confidence that it could muddle along. "We have three-and-a-half years of the term remaining," Justice Minister Felix Bolanos said.
THE AMNESTY
Spain granted a sweeping amnesty during its transition back to democracy following the death of dictator Francisco Franco in 1975. But legal experts are divided over the constitutionality of the amnesty for the Catalan separatists. Its critics say that it violates the principle of equality among Spaniards by favoring those of one region.
The government says the amnesty could help hundreds of people, while the pro-independence Catalan organization Omnium Cultural says it should benefit some 4,400 people, mostly minor officials and ordinary citizens who either helped to organize the referendum or participated in protests.
Sanchez, who pardoned nine jailed separatist leaders in 2021, promoted the amnesty as a way to definitively move past the chaotic 2017 independence referendum attempt by the then-leaders of Catalonia, a northeastern region centered around Barcelona where many speak the local Catalan language as well as Spanish.

    


However, the bill has also met opposition from Spaniards who believe that the people who provoked one of the European nation's biggest political crises should face charges including embezzlement and promoting public disorder. The conservative opposition accuses Sanchez of selling out the rule of law in exchange for another term in the Moncloa Palace and has organized major street protests during recent months.
Socialist party parliamentary spokesman Patxi Lopez defended the bill Thursday as a move to seek a page-turning "reconciliation" with Catalonia.
The opposition Popular Party leader Alberto Nunez Feijoo hit back saying that "this is not reconciliation but submission."
The bill still faces a number of procedural steps before becoming law. The Senate, which has a conservative majority, is expected to reject it, which would mean that Parliament's lower house will have to vote for it a second time to push it through.

    


The application of the amnesty will be decided by the courts on a case-by-case basis.
PUIGDEMONT
The secession crisis erupted in 2017, when a regional administration led by Carles Puigdemont staged an illegal referendum on independence, defying orders from the national government and a ruling from Spain's top court that doing so violated the constitution. Madrid sent in police in an attempt to stop the referendum, which was opposed by protests that turned violent.
Despite half the Catalan population voting for unionist parties, the Catalan Parliament declared independence on Oct. 27 that year but it failed to garner any international support. Puigdemont and several other senior officials soon fled Spain.

    


Sanchez's party had a very hard time crafting a bill that satisfied the separatists and which will surely be highly scrutinized by the courts. Parliament rejected an earlier version of the bill in late January when Junts, a separatist party led by Puigdemont, said it didn't do enough to protect Puigdemont. The bill then went back to a parliamentary committee, where it was tweaked to suit Junts' demands.
Recent court probes have accused the former regional president of terrorism for allegedly masterminding massive protests that clashed violently with police and closed roads, train lines and the Barcelona airport in 2019.
Puigdemont now lives in Belgium, where he has become a European Parliament member. A fugitive from Spanish justice, he calls himself a political exile.
Puigdemont said Thursday that he will "probably" decide next week whether he will run as Junts' candidate in the Catalan elections while abroad. If he is cleared by the amnesty, then in theory he would be free to return to Spain later this year.
___
Associated Press writer Ciaran Giles in Madrid contributed to this report.
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Woman charged with buying guns used in Minnesota standoff that killed 3 first responders

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Attorney for Minnesota Andrew Luger speaks at a news conference in Minneapolis on Thursday, March 14, 2024, to announce charges against an alleged straw buyer of the guns used in the killings of three first responders at a home in the Minneapolis suburb of Burnsville in February. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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[image: FILE - Portraits of Burnsville police officers Paul Elmstrand, 27, firefighter-paramedic Adam Finseth, 40, and officer Matthew Ruge, 27, left to right, are on display before a live stream of the memorial service for the three men at Prince of Peace in Burnsville, Minn., on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Minnesota's U.S. Attorney will provided an update, Thursday, March 14, on last month's fatal shooting of two police officers and a firefighter-paramedic who went to their aid.(Alex Kormann/Star Tribune via AP)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A woman has been charged with illegally buying guns used in the killings of three Minnesota first responders in a standoff at a home in the Minneapolis suburb of Burnsville, where seven children were inside, federal authorities said. 
The 35-year-old Burnsville woman conspired with the shooter, Shannon Gooden, between Sept. 21 and Jan. 25 to illegally get him guns, U.S. Attorney Andrew M. Luger announced Thursday at a news conference.
The woman was charged with one count of conspiracy and five counts of making false statements during the purchase of a firearm. She will make her first appearance in federal court Thursday afternoon.
At a news conference, local and federal authorities praised their investigation and mourned the loss of the two officers and the firefighter-paramedic killed in the standoff.
Dakota County Attorney Kathryn Keena called the woman "the reason he had an arsenal of firearms in his possession that ultimately resulted in the murder of three of Dakota County's finest."

    


Officers Paul Elmstrand and Matthew Ruge, both 27, and firefighter-paramedic Adam Finseth, 40, were slain during the standoff. Their memorial service two weeks ago drew thousands of law enforcement officers, firefighters and paramedics.




Investigators say Gooden, 38, opened fire without warning after lengthy negotiations, then later killed himself. 
Sgt. Adam Medlicott, 38, survived being shot while tending to the wounded. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Court records show Gooden wasn't legally allowed to have guns because of his criminal record and had been entangled in a yearslong dispute over his three oldest children. The children in the house were ages 2 to 15 years.
Police were dispatched to the home around 1:50 a.m., according to the bureau. Gooden refused to leave but said he was unarmed and that he had children inside. Officers entered and negotiated with him for about 3 1/2 hours to try to persuade him to surrender. But just before 5:30 a.m., the bureau said, Gooden opened fire on officers inside without warning.

    


Elmstrand, Ruge and Medlicott are believed to have been first shot inside the home, the bureau said. Medlicott and another officer, who was not injured, returned fire from inside the home, wounding Gooden in the leg.
Ruge and Medlicott were shot a second time as officers made their way to an armored vehicle in the driveway, according to the bureau. Finseth, who was assigned to the SWAT team, was shot while trying to aid the officers, it said. Elmstrand, Ruge and Finseth were pronounced dead at a hospital. 
Gooden had "several firearms" and fired more than 100 rounds before killing himself, the bureau said. A court document filed by a bureau agent said the initial 911 call was about a "sexual assault allegation" but did not provide details.
John McConkey, a Burnsville gun store owner, told reporters late last month that part of one of the firearms found at the scene was traced to his store and had been bought by a purchaser who passed the background check and took possession of it Jan. 5. He said authorities told him that the individual who picked it up was under investigation for committing a felony straw purchase, and that Gooden was not there at the time.

    


Gooden's ex-girlfriend, Noemi Torres, disclosed this week that she had testified before a federal grand jury that was investigating the case. She told The Associated Press on Wednesday that she was asked about her relationship with Gooden and whether he could have coerced her into buying him a gun. She said she told the grand jury that she would not have done so because "I was scared for my life" because of their history of domestic abuse.
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Lower house of Japan's parliament passes bill to promote LGBTQ+ awareness, but not guarantee rights

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Japanese court ruled Thursday that not allowing same-sex couples to marry and enjoy the same benefits as straight couples violates their fundamental right to have a family.
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    [image: A supporter for the LGBTQ+ community holds up a poster as plaintiffs speak in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The poster reads, "Legalize the same-sex marriage." The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Plaintiffs holding a banner walk towards the Tokyo district court for the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights as supporters of the LGBTQ+ community wave rainbow flags in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: One of the plaintiffs, with a green scarf, fourth left, speaks before media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court before hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights.(AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: A lawyer, in pink clothes, center, for the plaintiffs standing to her right speaks in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | A lawyer, in pink clothes, center, for the plaintiffs standing to her right speaks in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
A lawyer, in pink clothes, center, for the plaintiffs standing to her right speaks in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: One of the plaintiffs, in a red and white shirt, center, speaks in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The banner reads: "Marriage Equality (upper) and Fulfill it right now! (lower)". (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: One of the plaintiffs, in a beige coat, center, speaks in front of media members by the main entrance of the Tokyo district court after hearing the ruling regarding LGBTQ+ marriage rights, in Tokyo, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The Japanese court on Thursday ruled that not allowing same-sex couples the same marital benefits as heterosexuals violates their fundamental right to have a family, but the current civil law did not take into consideration sexual diversity and is not clearly unconstitutional, a partial victory for Japan's LGBTQ+ community calling for equal marriage rights. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Plaintiffs and others shows a banner in front of Sapporo Hight Court in Sapporo, Hokkaido, northern Japan Thursday, March 14, 2024. A banner reads " Unconstitutional judgement by high court, too. Marriage Equality Now." The Sapporo High Court ruling said that not allowing same-sex couples to marry and enjoy the same benefits as straight couples violates their fundamental right to have a family. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- The powerful lower house of Japan's parliament passed a bill Tuesday to promote understanding of LGBTQ+ issues amid protests by activists who say last-minute revisions by Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's conservative party favored opponents of sexual equality instead of guaranteeing equal rights. 
The passage followed only a few hours of debate in a lower house committee last Friday, an unusually short period. The bill is expected to be approved quickly by parliament's upper house, which is also controlled by Kishida's governing bloc.
Japan is the only member of the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations which does not have LGTBQ+ legal protections. Support for same-sex marriage and other rights has grown among the Japanese public, but opposition remains strong within the governing Liberal Democratic Party, known for conservative values and a reluctance to promote gender equality and sexual diversity.

    


LGBTQ+ activists have increased their efforts to achieve an anti-discrimination law since a former Kishida aide said in February that he wouldn't want to live next to LGBTQ+ people and that citizens would flee Japan if same-sex marriage were allowed.


The final version of the bill passed Tuesday states that "unjust discrimination" is unacceptable but doesn't clearly ban discrimination, apparently because some governing party lawmakers oppose transgender rights. Some party members said more consensus building is needed before anti-discrimination measures are introduced.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill states that the public's understanding of various sexual orientations and gender identities is "not necessarily sufficient." It says conditions should be created so that "all citizens can live with peace of mind," which critics say shows the governing party prioritized the concerns of opponents of equal rights over the rights of sexual minorities.

    


"We have sought the enactment of an anti-discrimination law," the Japan Alliance for LGBT Legislation said in a statement. "This bill does not focus on the people concerned, and instead focuses on the side that has discriminated against us and caused our suffering. It's the complete opposite of what we need."
Kanae Doi, Japan director for the New York-based group Human Rights Watch, said the legislation fails to meet the international standard of anti-discrimination, and human rights should never be compromised by consideration for the majority.
Kishida said at a news conference later Tuesday that he hopes further discussion in parliament will promote wider support for the legislation. "The government will continue to listen to the voices of the people and work hard to achieve a society where diversity is respected and where everyone cherishes each other's human rights and dignity and where they enjoy vibrant life," he said.
Kishida also said his Cabinet plans to compile an economic package later this year that will double the budget for subsidies for children and married couples to reverse the country's declining birth rate by the 2030s, a time considered the last chance to turn the downtrend around. Experts say the package doesn't address the difficulties faced by younger Japanese who are increasingly not marrying or having families, discouraged by bleak job prospects, long working hours and lack of work flexibility.

    


Recent surveys show a majority of Japanese back legalizing same-sex marriage and other protections. Support among the business community has rapidly increased.
Kishida insisted that public views vary on same-sex marriage, and that it is an issue that would broadly impact people if a legal system is created. "That's why I say a wide-ranging discussion is necessary and a broad understanding is important," he said.
A court in Fukuoka in southern Japan ruled last Thursday that the lack of legal protections for LGTBQ+ people appears to be unconstitutional. It was the last of five court cases brought by 14 same-sex couples in 2019 that accused the government of violating their equality. Four of the courts ruled that current government policy is unconstitutional or nearly so, while a fifth said a ban on same-sex marriage was constitutional.
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EPA tightens limits on a chemical used to sterilize medical equipment, citing cancer risk

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A syringe is prepared at a clinic in Norristown, Pa., Dec. 7, 2021. The Environmental Protection Agency finalized a rule Thursday, March 14, 2024, imposing stricter limits on a chemical used to sterilize medical equipment after finding a higher-than-expected cancer risk at facilities that use ethylene oxide to clean billions of devices including catheters and syringes. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: Environmental Protection Agency administrator Michael Regan speaks as President Joe Biden listens after Biden toured the East Palestine Recovery Site, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in East Palestine, Ohio. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)]
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[image: Environmental Protection Agency administrator Michael Regan speaks as President Joe Biden listens after Biden toured the East Palestine Recovery Site, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in East Palestine, Ohio. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency is imposing stricter limits on a chemical used to sterilize medical equipment after finding a higher-than-expected cancer risk at facilities that use ethylene oxide to clean billions of devices including catheters and syringes.
A rule finalized Thursday will reduce ethylene oxide emissions by about 90% by targeting nearly 90 commercial sterilization facilities across the country, the EPA said. The companies will also have to test for the antimicrobial chemical in the air and make sure their pollution controls are working properly.
The new rule will "safeguard public health from this pollution - including the health of children, who are particularly vulnerable to carcinogens early in life,'' said EPA Administrator Michael Regan. "We've arrived at a historically strong rule that will protect the most exposed communities from toxic air pollution while also ensuring ... safeguards (to) our nation's critical supply of sterilized medical equipment."

    


The American Lung Association called the rule an important step forward to protect human health from cancer caused by ethylene oxide emissions. 




"The science on health risks from ethylene oxide shows both short-term and long-term exposure are dangerous for health,'' said Harold Wimmer, the group's president and CEO.
People who live near commercial sterilization facilities are more likely to develop cancer over their lifetimes, Wimmer said, adding: "No one should have to live with elevated cancer risk because of air pollution in their community.''

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Patients with lung disease and other health problems "also need access to safe and clean medical supplies,'' he said. "We appreciate the work EPA put into ensuring that this final rule both cleans up harmful emissions and ensures continued access to sterilized medical equipment.''
Darya Minovi, a senior research analyst with the Union of Concerned Scientists, called the EPA action overdue.

    


"For far too long, communities across the country -- especially Black and Brown people and those who do not speak English as a first language -- have been exposed to the cancer-causing chemical ethylene oxide,'' Minovi said in a statement. 
"Make no mistake: politically powerful industries sought to weaken the rule's health-protective standards, but the public health benefits that will be afforded to communities through this action are a testament to the efforts of grassroots advocates and public health experts who didn't let up in their demands,'' she added. 
The tightened safeguards are driven by the EPA's better understanding that ethylene oxide's threat is severe, Regan said. The chemical is classified as a pesticide. A worker in a medical sterilizing plant, over the course of a career, could see their risk shoot up by as much as one extra case of cancer for every 10 people exposed. The EPA's generally acceptable increase in lifetime cancer risk is 1 in 10,000.
Ethylene oxide is a gas used to sterilize roughly half of all medical devices and is also used to ensure the safety of certain spices and other food products. It is used to clean everything from catheters to syringes, pacemakers and plastic surgical gowns. Brief exposure isn't considered a danger, but breathing it long term elevates the risk of breast cancer and lymphoma, the EPA said.

    


In 2016, the EPA updated its assessment of ethylene oxide's danger based on information about exposed workers at sterilizing facilities, finding the chemical was many times more threatening than previously known. Analysis released by the agency two years later found that cancer risk was too high near some medical sterilization plants and some other facilities that release ethylene oxide.
In 2022, the EPA laid out the risk faced by residents who live near medical sterilization facilities. In Laredo, Texas, for example, residents and activists fought to clean up a sterilization facility run by Missouri-based Midwest Sterilization Corp. It was one of 23 sterilizers in the United States that the EPA said posed a risk for people nearby. 

    


Sterigenics, a major sterilization company, shuttered a medical sterilization plant in a Chicago suburb after monitoring found emissions spikes in nearby neighborhoods. They eventually settled numerous lawsuits.
Many facilities have sharply reduced ethylene oxide emissions in recent years, but those that haven't will now have to meet stricter requirements, the EPA said.
The EPA said it worked closely with the Department of Health and Human Services and other agencies to develop a final rule that centers on public health. The rule provides sufficient time and flexibility for commercial facilities to come into compliance, while offering strong public health protection for nearby communities and minimizing any potential impacts to the medical device supply chain, officials said.

    


Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra hailed the rule as a victory for workers and fence-line communities that face ongoing dangers from ethylene oxide pollution.
Scott Whitaker, president and CEO of the Advanced Medical Technology Association, said medical sterilizers provide a vital service and many devices can't be sterilized by another method.
The industry group appreciates EPA's update and will be reviewing the rule, Whitaker said in a statement Thursday. The industry has emphasized the need for adequate time to implement the rule, "flexibility in technologies to remove emissions and the ability to achieve EPA targets that would not force resubmission of medical devices for FDA approval,'' Whitaker said. 
He said he remains hopeful that the rule "will not have a negative impact on the healthcare system or the patients we serve."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/epa-medical-devices-ethylene-oxide-sterilize-cancer-4b4399394b1be01023d400beb7cf3f9a
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North Korea's Kim test drives a new tank and orders troops to prepare for war

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    North Korean leader Kim Jong Un drove a tank before watching the military's latest training drill, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported early Thursday. Kim piloted the army's "new-type main battle tank" himself on Wednesday, KCNA said alongside newly released photos.
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            South Korea and US militaries conduct annual combined live-fire exercises

        
        
            The South Korean and U.S. militaries held a combined live-fire exercise on Thursday as part of the ongoing annual Freedom Shield exercise. Over 300 South Korean and U.S. soldiers participated in the exercise, with over 20 South Korean tanks firing hundreds of rounds at targets. (AP video: Yong Jun Chang)
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    [image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un drives a new-type tank in North Korea Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, meets soldiers who took part in a training in North Korea Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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[image: A South Korean K1A2 tank fires during a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon Thursday, March 14, 2024, as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je /Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean K1A2 tanks move during a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon Thursday, March 14, 2024, as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je /Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. soldiers participate in a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean soldiers talk with a US soldier, right, during their joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A South Korean K1A2 tank fires during a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon Thursday, March 14, 2024, as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je /Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. soldiers gather after a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean soldiers gather after a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean and U.S. soldiers pose for photos after their joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean K1A2 tanks fire smoke shells during a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon Thursday, March 14, 2024, as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je /Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: South Korean and U.S. soldiers pose for photos after their joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. soldiers walk past South Korean tanks after a joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korean and U.S. soldiers pose for photos after their joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)]
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South Korean and U.S. soldiers pose for photos after their joint live fire exercise at a military training field in Pocheon, South Korea Thursday, March 14, 2024 as part of the annual Freedom Shield joint military exercise between South Korea and the United States. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korean leader Kim Jong Un joined troops training on a new tank model and drove one himself, state media reported Thursday, as his rivals South Korea and the U.S. wrapped up their annual military exercises.
It's the third time Kim was reported to have observed military exercises since the start of the 11-day South Korean-U.S. drills, which he views as rehearsals for an invasion. That's a less provocative option than missile tests. North Korea has intensified launches since 2022 and ramped up belligerent rhetoric this year.
At the tank drills Wednesday, Kim praised the country's latest tank as "the world's most powerful" and told his troops to bolster their "fighting spirits" and complete "preparations for war," according to the official Korean Central News Agency. The other two drills he inspected recently were dedicated to artillery firing and maneuvering exercises. 

    


The tank was first unveiled during a military parade in 2020, and its rolling during Wednesday's drill indicates that it's ready to be deployed, South Korean experts say.
Photos of the tank released by North Korea show it has a launch tube for missiles, a weapons systems the former Soviet Union already operated in the 1970s. The new tank could pose a threat to South Korea, said Yang Uk, an analyst at Asan Institute for Policy Studies, but it remains to be seen whether it can be mass produced. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The North's Defense Ministry last week threatened "responsible military activities" in reaction to the South Korea-U.S. military drills, which involved a computer-simulated command post training and 48 kinds of field exercises, twice the number conducted last spring. The U.S. and South Korea have been expanding their training exercises in a tit-for-tat response to the North's weapons testing spree.
Concerns about North Korea's military preparations have deepened since Kim vowed in a speech in January to rewrite the constitution to eliminate the country's long-standing goal to seek peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula and cement South Korea as its "invariable principal enemy." He said the new constitution must specify North Korea would annex and subjugate the South if another war breaks out.





    


Kim's moves signal "North Korea's fundamental change on its South Korea policy, beyond just rhetoric," as the North's previous push for inter-Korean unity had allowed it to make a steadfast call for the removal of U.S. troops in South Korea, a senior South Korean presidential official told a small group of reporters Monday. He requested anonymity, citing the delicate nature of the issue.
Observers say Kim likely wants to use his upgraded weapons arsenal to win U.S. concessions like extensive relief of international sanctions on North Korea. They say North Korea is expected to extend its testing activities and ramp up warlike rhetoric this year as South Korea holds parliamentary elections in April and the U.S. a presidential election in November.
"The South Korean-U.S. training is over, but the North's isn't over yet," Yang said. "They won't just stand still ... they've been talking about war,"
___
Associated Press writer Jiwon Song contributed to this report.
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Russia should return Romania's gold sent to Moscow during World War I, European Parliament says
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                                        BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -- Lawmakers in the European Parliament on Thursday adopted a non-binding resolution saying Russia should return gold and other valuable heritage items to Romania that were sent to Moscow during World War I for safekeeping, a Romanian lawmaker said. 
During World War I, the kingdom of Romania sent by railroad 91.5 metric tons of gold coins and ingots to Moscow, along with jewels and cultural treasures such as works of art. In the war, Romania had sided with Russia, Britain and France, against Germany, the Austro-Hungarian and the Ottoman empires. 
The gold was confiscated after the Bolsheviks seized power in Russia in 1917. In later years, efforts by Romania to recover the gold came to nothing. Some cultural items were returned by Soviet authorities in 1935 and 1956 -- but not the gold.
In 2003, a joint commission was set up between Romania and Russia to improve bilateral relations, and also work on the issue of the gold. 

    


On Thursday, the European Parliament passed the resolution proposed by Romanian lawmaker Eugen Tomac, with the backing of the National Bank of Romania, stipulating that Moscow should return the gold. 




Tomac hailed it as a "historic vote" and "a matter of national dignity" in a post on Facebook. "Romania cannot and must not accept anything less than the return of 91.5 tons of gold and the entire Cultural Treasure," he said.
Though there is little chance Romania will see the return of the gold, Tomac said it was "important not to give up."
There was no immediate comment from Moscow.
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Geert Wilders says it is 'constitutionally wrong' that he had to sacrifice his leadership ambitions

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Geert Wilders, leader of the far-right party PVV, or Party for Freedom, talks to the media after a meeting with speaker of the House Vera Bergkamp, two days after Wilders won the most votes in a general election, in The Hague, Netherlands, on Nov. 24, 2023. Two days of behind-closed doors talks between four Dutch political leaders appear to have forced a breakthrough in negotiations to form a new ruling coalition nearly four months after a general election won by Wilders. While the exact contours of a new coalition Cabinet remain unclear, Kim Putters, who led the talks, believes that the parties are now ready to hammer out a deal. Putters was writing up a report Wednesday March 13, 2024 that he will present to lawmakers on Thursday. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Geert Wilders, leader of the far-right party PVV, or Party for Freedom, talks to the media after a meeting with speaker of the House Vera Bergkamp, two days after Wilders won the most votes in a general election, in The Hague, Netherlands, on Nov. 24, 2023. Two days of behind-closed doors talks between four Dutch political leaders appear to have forced a breakthrough in negotiations to form a new ruling coalition nearly four months after a general election won by Wilders. While the exact contours of a new coalition Cabinet remain unclear, Kim Putters, who led the talks, believes that the parties are now ready to hammer out a deal. Putters was writing up a report Wednesday March 13, 2024 that he will present to lawmakers on Thursday. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders said Thursday it is unfair and "constitutionally wrong" that he had to sacrifice his leadership aspirations in order to pave the way for a right-wing ruling coalition in the Netherlands after his party won the most seats in a November election.
Wilders said Wednesday night that he was giving up his bid, at least for now, to become prime minister because he did not have the full support of all three parties he is negotiating with to form a ruling coalition.
The official overseeing the coalition talks on Thursday proposed what he called a "program Cabinet" made up of a mix of representatives of the four parties and experts from outside politics "with the broadest possible support" in parliament.
He called such a Cabinet "the only possibility for a fruitful political cooperation at the moment."

    


"It's high time to bring together form and content and see if it will fly," said Kim Putters, the go-between who investigated possible forms of government. He said that he had ruled out both majority and minority Cabinets as unworkable in the current splintered Dutch political landscape.




Under Putters' proposal, the leaders of the four parties that would make up the coalition would remain in parliament and not join the government.
Wilders sounded bitter that he likely will not become prime minister despite his election victory, exposing simmering tensions between possible coalition partners. Historically, the leader of the largest party in parliament has become prime minister in the Netherlands.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In the end, no matter how much it hurts and no matter how unfair I think it is and how constitutionally wrong it is, I still made the decision not to choose my own position," Wilders told reporters. "I said in a tweet yesterday that the national interest and love for my voters and the PVV voter, our voters, is greater than my own position."

    


Putters declined to comment on Wilders' criticism of the proposed technocratic government. Such Cabinets are unusual, but not unheard of in Dutch politics.
Campaigning on a populist, anti-immigration platform, Wilders' Party for Freedom won 37 seats in the 150-seat lower house of the Dutch parliament. The four parties in government talks hold a combined 88 seats, giving them a comfortable majority. Polls since the election show that support for Wilders' party has continued to grow.
After two decades of trenchant opposition, Wilders seemed to have a shot at leading a nation that long prided itself on its tolerant society, but he has stepped aside in the interests of pushing through most of his agenda.
He said that many people who voted for his party expecting that he would become prime minister if his party emerged as the largest are angry "and I'm just as angry as they are."
He said he made his choice in order to facilitate "a right-wing Cabinet that can achieve a lot for the Netherlands and your voters."
Putters, a former Labor Party senator who oversaw a month of talks between Wilders' party, the center-right People's Party for Freedom and Democracy, populist Farmer Citizen Movement and centrist New Social Contract, said he is confident "these parties can take the next step together."

    


In his report, he said that the new prime minister should be named "at a later date," without elaborating on when or how that could happen. 
Wilders said that only the Farmer Citizen Movement leader, Caroline van der Plas, gave full support to his wish to become prime minister.
Lawmakers will debate Putters' report on Wednesday before deciding on the next step in the coalition forming process.
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US commerce secretary hails progress at year's first meeting of Indo-Pacific trade grouping

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, shakes hand with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara, left, talks with U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, second right, at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, center, bilateral with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, meets with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo, left, and Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara co-chair a virtual meeting of ministers from countries involved in Washington's Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Government Spokesman Office. U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, meets Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, at Government house in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Thailand's Government Spokesman Office via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Government Spokesman Office, U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, talks to Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, at Government house in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Thailand's Government Spokesman Office via AP)]
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, shakes hand with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara, left, talks with U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, second right, at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara, left, talks with U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, second right, at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, center, bilateral with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, meets with Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Raimondo was in Thailand to promote US-Thai trade and investment relations, saying Thailand could benefit from efforts to diversify global supply chains, especially for semiconductors, and that Thailand's plans to emphasize a digital economy will benefit both nations.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo, left, and Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara co-chair a virtual meeting of ministers from countries involved in Washington's Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity at Foreign Ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Government Spokesman Office. U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, left, meets Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, at Government house in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (Thailand's Government Spokesman Office via AP)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo on Thursday praised the progress made by the 14 countries in the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity after the group held a ministerial meeting Thursday to discuss proposed guidelines for regional commerce.
Raimondo was in the Thai capital Bangkok to take part in the virtual meeting, the year's first for the grouping. She is on an Asia tour that also took her to the Philippines this week with a private sector delegation to promote trade, investment and the diversification of global supply chains, especially for semiconductors.
Washington launched the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, or IPEF, in May 2022 to establish a zone of economic cooperation in a region that is estimated to account for 40% of global GDP. 
Its members are Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, the United States, and Vietnam.

    


The group is supposed to uphold four pillars: trade, supply chains, clean economy and fair economy. The goal is to advance resilience, sustainability, inclusiveness, economic growth, fairness and competitiveness for those economies involved, according to the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative.




Raimondo commended progress on documents setting guidelines for the latter three pillars -- supply chain, clean economy and fair economy, according to a statement issued by the U.S. Commerce Department.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the statement notably made no mention of the first pillar, trade, which has not been substantially addressed by the group. 
Open market access would benefit most Asian members, but could be politically unfeasible for U.S. President Joe Biden, who must rely heavily on support from voters in swing states where industries would likely suffer from expanded free trade policies. 
For their part, many Asian members see little benefit in implementing tighter labor and environmental standards that could effect their export prospects.

    


The supply chain challenges to be addressed by the group include shortages of essential products caused by crises, such as the coronavirus pandemic and the war in Ukraine. Clean economy measures promote effort on climate action, such as net-zero emissions and sustainable growth. Fair economy measures aim "to create a more transparent, predictable trade and investment environment" by combating corruption and enforcing labor laws, among other actions.
Raimondo sounded optimistic despite the lack of movement on the trade pillar.
"I continue to be amazed by the energy and collaborative spirit that each of our IPEF partners brings to the table and by how much we have accomplished together in such a short amount time. This framework did not exist less than two years ago," she said, according to the Commerce Department statement. 
"It's clear that the next phase of IPEF will continue to deliver concrete results for each of our economies," she said. 
The group's next top-level meeting is scheduled to see the ministers involved meet in person in Singapore on June 6.
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Vice President Harris will tour Minnesota clinic that does abortions, a first for a president or VP

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Vice President Kamala Harris claps before President Joe Biden delivers the State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress at the Capitol, Thursday, March 7, 2024, in Washington. (Shawn Thew/Pool via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris on Thursday plans to tour a Minnesota clinic that performs abortions and provides other reproductive care as Democrats play up their opposition to the rollback of abortion rights in an effort to help reelect President Joe Biden in November.
Her visit to a Planned Parenthood facility in the Twin Cities will be the first time that a president or vice president has been to a reproductive health clinic, according to Harris' office.
The vice president's trip to the Minneapolis-St. Paul area is part of a nationwide tour she began in January to draw attention to the fallout after the U.S. Supreme Court's conservative majority in 2022 overturned Roe v. Wade, the landmark ruling that legalized abortion nationwide. The decision cleared the way for Republican-led states to enact limitations or bans on the procedure.

    


Harris, the first woman elected vice president, has been the Democratic administration's loudest voice condemning the court's decision, arguing that the government has no right to tell a woman what she can do with her body. While Biden has vowed to be the president who restores the protections of Roe, he tends to talk about the "right to choose" instead of saying "abortion."
Abortion rights have proved to be a potent issue driving voters to the polls and boosting Democrats ever since the high court ended the constitutional right to the procedure nearly two years ago. The issue could be pivotal in the presidential race and congressional contests this year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Minnesota, the vice president planned to visit a health center during operating hours. Her office declined to identify the exact facility before she arrives there, citing security reasons. The center provides a range of services, including abortion, birth control and preventative wellness care.
Harris was scheduled to tour the facility, speak with staff and be briefed on how Minnesota has been affected by abortion bans in surrounding states. Her office said she'll talk about what the Biden administration has done to protect reproductive rights.

    


She also was scheduled to speak at a Biden-Harris campaign event in St. Paul tailored to women. 
There are no restrictions on abortion at any stage of pregnancy in Minnesota. Biden won the state by 7 percentage points in 2020 on the way to defeating then-President Donald Trump, a Republican.
Biden and Trump each have now won enough delegates to be considered their parties' presumptive nominees for president, setting up a rematch in November. 
Biden and his Democratic surrogates have been highlighting comments by Trump in which the former president takes credit for presiding over the end of Roe. Trump put three conservative justices on the high court, tipping its ideological balance in favor of eliminating a woman's constitutional right to end a pregnancy with its 2022 decision in the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization. 
Since then, Democrats have felt encouraged by electoral victories in 2022 and 2023 when abortion access was on the ballot. And in his State of the Union address last week, Biden vowed that "we'll win again in 2024."

    


In the speech, he also said that if voters "send me a Congress that supports the right to choose, I promise you I will restore Roe v. Wade as the law of the land again."
In Minnesota, Gov. Tim Walz enshrined the right to abortion and other reproductive health care into state law in January 2023 when he signed a bill meant to ensure that the state's existing protections remain in place no matter who sits on future courts.
Democratic leaders took advantage of their new control of both houses of the Legislature to rush the bill through in the first month of the 2023 legislative session. They credited the backlash against the U.S. Supreme Court decision to reverse Roe v. Wade for their takeover of the state Senate and for keeping their House majority in a year when Republicans expected to make gains.
Abortion is currently illegal in more than a dozen states, including Minnesota neighbors North Dakota and South Dakota, and is restricted in Iowa and Wisconsin. Minnesota has experienced a surge of patients coming to the state for abortions because of restrictions elsewhere.
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The British government wants to define extremism. Critics say it risks creating more division

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Britain's Prime Minster Rishi Sunak departs 10 Downing Street to go to the House of Commons for his weekly Prime Minister's Questions in London, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The British government published a new official definition of "extremism" on Thursday, and said groups that get the label will be barred from receiving government funding.
The move is in response to a surge in reports of antisemitism and anti-Muslim hate speech and what authorities call an increase in radicalization in Britain since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel, which triggered the war and Israel's invasion of Gaza. 
But critics say branding nonviolent groups as extremist could undermine freedom of speech and worship, or risk unfairly targeting some people, such as Muslims, and create more division. 
The government defined extremism as "the promotion or advancement of an ideology based on violence, hatred or intolerance" that aims to destroy others' rights and freedoms or "undermine, overturn or replace the U.K.'s system of liberal parliamentary democracy and democratic rights."

    


Communities Secretary Michael Gove pointed in particular to threats from the extreme right and Islamic "extremists who are seeking to separate Muslims from the rest of society and create division within Muslim communities."




"We are in no way intending to restrict freedom of expression, religion or belief, but the government cannot be in a position where, unwittingly or not, we sponsor, subsidize or support in any way organisations or individuals opposed to the freedoms we hold dear," Gove told lawmakers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Groups that raise concerns under the new definition include the British National Socialist Movement, a neo-Nazi organization, and the Muslim Association of Britain, the U.K. affiliate of the Muslim Brotherhood, Gove said. 
Authorities are expected to publish a list of such organizations in coming weeks. The new guidelines will not criminalize or ban the groups. 
Islamic and civil liberties groups said they worried the definition would be used disproportionately on Muslims.

    


Qari Asim, chairman of the Mosques and Imams Advisory Board, said the proposed definition may not be applied consistently.
"If it's left to people to apply any definition of extremism and call anyone extremist at their whim, then that is going to create huge division in our society," he told the BBC.
The Muslim Council of Britain warned that the proposals were "undemocratic, divisive, and potentially illegal" and "may involve defining established Muslim organizations as extremist."
"With elections looming, it's unsurprising that the government is resorting to this desperate tactic in the culture war," said Zara Mohammed, the group's secretary general.
The Church of England's most senior clerics also criticized the government's plans, warning that the new definition of extremism threatens the right to worship and peaceful protest. 
The announcement comes two weeks after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak made a rare televised speech outside 10 Downing Street to denounce "a shocking increase in extremist disruption and criminality," which he linked to the Israel-Hamas war. 
Reports of both antisemitic and anti-Muslim abuse in Britain have surged since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel, which triggered the war and Israel's invasion of Gaza.

    


Mass pro-Palestinian protests have drawn hundreds of thousands of people to central London to call for a cease-fire. The protests have been overwhelmingly peaceful, though there have been dozens of arrests over signs and chants that police say showed support for the militant Hamas group, a banned organization in Britain. Police also arrested some right-wing counter-protesters and charged them with inciting racial hatred. 
Jewish organizations and many lawmakers say the mass marches have created an intimidating atmosphere for Jewish Londoners, though members of the Jewish community have been among those on pro-cease-fire marches.
Gove said the new definition isn't aimed at stopping protests.
"Today's definition applies only to government and makes it clear that we will keep these organizations at arm's length so they can't benefit from access to government and its funds," he said.
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EU parliament opens a court case over the decision to release funds to Orban's government in Hungary

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban speaks at CPAC in Dallas, Aug. 4, 2022. Former President Donald Trump is meeting Friday, March 8, 2024, with Orban, a prominent conservative populist whose crackdowns in Hungary have sparked criticism that he's eroding that country's democracy. The meeting comes as Hungary has had conflicts with President Joe Biden's administration. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union was embroiled in a legal standoff on Thursday between its legislature and its executive Commission over the release of billions in frozen funds to the government of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban at a time when his consent was essential for a deal to open EU membership talks with Ukraine. 
Parliamentarians from several groups said the necessary democratic and rule of law commitments needed to release over 10 billions euros ($11 billion) in funds were not met by Orban when they were unfrozen in December. They claimed the approval by the Commission was a mere bargaining chip to make sure the populist leader would lift his longstanding objections to opening the talks with Ukraine. 
One day after the funds were approved, Orban made a stunning reversal at a summit of EU leaders in December and by letting his time window to oppose the decision lapse, paved the way for it to proceed. 

    


As a result, the parliament took the exceptional step to sue the Commission in what could amount to an unseemly legal fight right during the heat of the campaign for the June 6-9 EU elections. 




The Commission led by Ursula von der Leyen has denied allegations that this amounted to a trade-off. "The Commission considers that it acted in full compliance with EU law and will defend its decision before the EU courts," said EU Commission spokesman Christian Wigand. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Orban has been in a dispute with the European Commission over Hungary's alleged democratic backsliding for years, and as a result, billions in funding were withheld.
In response, Hungary vetoed statements at the EU on a range of issues -- and even exported the problem to NATO, by holding up Sweden's bid for membership in the trans-Atlantic military alliance before the Scandinavian nation finally joined this week.
Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas has denounced Orban's use of the veto. 

    


"I don't want to use the word blackmail, but I don't know what other better word" might fit, she said in December. 
The objections over the timing of the release of money on the eve of the EU summit also angered the EU parliament, leading to the endorsement to start legal proceedings. 
"We want to make sure that taxpayers' money has been treated in accordance with the (EU) Treaties," said Petri Sarvamaa, a lawmaker from the Christian democrat European People's Party, or EPP. the biggest in the legislature. 
The parliament might face an uphill battle, since the court would need to show obvious errors committed by the Commission, considered a big task.
The Commission said that even if the timing was awkward, it had to act since Hungary had moved to improve its rule of law record on the issues the EU had demanded. 
"Hungary had submitted all evidence the Commission had required to show the independence of its judiciary. The Commission is therefore under a legal obligation to adopt this decision," Wigand said. 
Commission President von der Leyen has been one of the most steadfast defenders of Ukraine during the war against Russia and she had pushed hard for the EU to approve the opening of membership talks. 
Since she is the EPP's candidate for a second term at the helm of the Commission, support for a court case against the Commission came as a surprise to some. 
"This is not a political issue for the EPP, this is not an election issue -- we only want to have legal clarity," said Sarvamaa.
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Interior Department will give tribal nations $120 million to fight climate-related threats

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Interior Department in Washington, March 29, 2017. The Interior Department will be allocating more than $120 million to tribal governments to fight the impacts of climate change. The funding is designed to help tribal nations adapt to climate threats, including relocating infrastructure. (AP Photo/Molly Riley)]
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                                        The Biden administration will be allocating more than $120 million to tribal governments to fight the impacts of climate change, the Department of the Interior announced Thursday. The funding is designed to help tribal nations adapt to climate threats, including relocating infrastructure.
Indigenous peoples in the U.S. are among the communities most affected by severe climate-related environmental threats, which have already negatively impacted water resources, ecosystems and traditional food sources in Native communities in every corner of the U.S.
"As these communities face the increasing threat of rising seas, coastal erosion, storm surges, raging wildfires and devastation from other extreme weather events, our focus must be on bolstering climate resilience, addressing this reality with the urgency it demands, and ensuring that tribal leaders have the resources to prepare and keep their people safe is a cornerstone of this administration," Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, a member of the Pueblo of Laguna, said in a Wednesday press briefing. 

    


Indigenous peoples represent 5% of the world's population, but they safeguard 80% of the world's biodiversity, according to Amnesty International. In the U.S., federal and state governments are relying more on the traditional ecological knowledge of Indigenous peoples to minimize the ravages of climate change, and Haaland said ensuring that trend continues is critical to protecting the environment.




"By providing these resources for tribes to plan and implement climate risk, implement climate resilience programs in their own communities, we can better meet the needs of each community and support them in incorporating Indigenous knowledge when addressing climate change," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The department has adopted a policy on implementing Indigenous knowledge, said Assistant Secretary of the Interior Bryan Newland, a citizen of the Bay Mills Indian Community. "We are also investing in tribes' ability to use their knowledge to solve these problems and address these challenges close to home," he said.

    


The funding will come from President Joe Biden's Investing in America agenda, which draws from the Inflation Reduction Act, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and annual appropriations. 
The funding is the largest annual amount awarded through the Tribal Climate Resilience Annual Awards Program, which was established in 2011 to help tribes and tribal organizations respond to climate change. It will go toward the planning and implementation projects for climate adaptation, community-led relocation, ocean management, and habitat restoration.
The injection of federal funding is part of Biden's commitment to working with tribal nations, said Tom Perez, a senior adviser to the president, and it underscores the administration's recognition that in the past the U.S. has left too many communities behind. "We will not allow that to happen in the future," he said.
In 2022, the administration committed $135 million to 11 tribal nations to relocate infrastructure facing climate threats like wildfires, coastal erosion and extreme weather. It could cost up to $5 billion over the next 50 years to address climate-related relocation needs in tribal communities, according to a 2020 Bureau of Indian Affairs study.
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Germany's parliament rejects a new opposition call to send Taurus missiles to Ukraine
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German lawmakers on Thursday rejected a new call by the opposition for the government to send Taurus long-range cruise missiles to Ukraine, a day after Chancellor Olaf Scholz defended his refusal to supply the weapons.
The main center-right opposition bloc has sought to keep up pressure on the issue and exploit divisions in Scholz's unpopular three-party coalition, even as the German leader tries to put a lid on the debate. On Wednesday, he told lawmakers that prudence is a virtue and rejected suggestions that he doesn't trust Kyiv. 
Parliament's lower house, or Bundestag, rejected the opposition Union bloc's motion by 495 votes to 190, with five abstentions.
Germany has become the second-biggest supplier of military aid to Ukraine after the United States, but Scholz has stalled for months on Ukraine's desire for Taurus missiles, which have a range of up to 500 kilometers (310 miles) and could in theory be used against targets far into Russian territory. 

    


His position has frustrated the conservative opposition and parts of Scholz's own coalition. The criticism didn't diminish after Scholz finally offered a detailed explanation last month, pointing to his insistence that Germany must not become directly involved in the war.




Lawmakers last month urged the government to deliver further long-range weapons to Ukraine but voted down a previous opposition call explicitly urging it to send Taurus missiles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Critics reject Scholz's argument that Taurus missiles could only be used responsibly with the involvement of German soldiers, whether inside or outside Ukraine. That, he said Wednesday, is "a line that I as chancellor do not want to cross."
The "supposed prudence has always only fueled Mr. (Russian President Vladimir) Putin in his aggression against Ukraine -- that is the result," opposition lawmaker Johann Wadephul told lawmakers. "He will only retreat if he is only forced to. Either we enable Ukraine to win the war or we will lose with it. There is no third way."

    


Rolf Mutzenich, who leads the parliamentary group of Scholz's Social Democrats, suggested that the debate was being driven by domestic political motives.
"Germany is the country that, after the United States, does most for Ukraine," he said.
A senior lawmaker with the Greens, one of Scholz's junior coalition partners, made clear that her party continues to back sending Taurus missiles but rejected what she called "shop-window motions" by the opposition. Agnieszka Brugger noted that any decision can only be made by senior ministers. 
But she said that "hesitation and procrastination also can ultimately contribute to escalation" and rejected Scholz's attempts to shut down the debate. She said that France and Britain have sent similar missiles and that hasn't meant a further escalation.
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Belgian defense minister says a platoon will be dismantled because of serious violence, harassment
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- A platoon of about 30 soldiers belonging to Belgium's armed forces will be dismantled because of serious cases of violence and harassment, the minister of defense said Thursday.
Ludivine Dedonder said several people were already placed under protection, while suspects were dismissed or transferred to other units. She said there is no place for any form of "sexism, racism or extremism" within the country's military.
Speaking at a news conference alongside defense chief Adm. Michel Hofman, Dedonder said she was informed of the violence within the Fourth Engineer Battalion in an email in November. She was alerted by a relative of one of the soldiers who had been a victim, she said.
Dedonder said investigations were immediately launched, focusing on "serious acts" of violence.
"Among other things, we are talking about degrading treatment, assault and battery, blackmail, threats between soldiers, pressure exerted by soldiers on their peers, and an obligation of silence about these facts," the minister said.

    


Dedonder said the violence took place during hazing and training sessions, lasted for several months and involved officers, non-commissioned officers and less experienced soldiers.




"These behaviors are unacceptable," which is why Belgium was taking strong measures, including the disbanding of a platoon within the 4th Battalion in the eastern city of Amay, Dedonder said. She said the army will adopt a zero-tolerance policy. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The battalion in Amay was formed in 1913 and took part in World War I the following year. It has a great reputation within the Belgian army.
"It's not the whole workforce that's affected," Dedonder said. "We are talking about a few dozen people at the moment."
Hofman and Dedonder said they could not give more details about the identity of people involved, or the exact nature of the violence, because investigations were ongoing.
"We're talking about degrading behavior, humiliation, as part of hazing or integration rituals," Dedonder said.
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Race for Chicago-area prosecutor seat features tough-on-crime judge, lawyer with Democratic backing
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[image: Clayton Harris, candidate for Cook county state's attorney, greets church members at Fellowship Baptist church in Chicago, Sunday, March 3, 2024. An open seat to lead the nation's second-largest prosecutor's office has become one of the most spirited races in the Illinois primary. The Democratic matchup is between O'Neill Burke, a tough-on-crime judge and Clayton Harris III, an attorney with union and establishment backing. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: Clayton Harris, candidate for Cook county state's attorney, holds a bible while he is praying at Fellowship Baptist church in Chicago, Sunday, March 3, 2024. An open seat to lead the nation's second-largest prosecutor's office has become one of the most spirited races in the Illinois primary. The Democratic matchup is between O'Neill Burke, a tough-on-crime judge and Clayton Harris III, an attorney with union and establishment backing. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: Eileen O'Neill Burke, a former appellate judge, responds to a question from a member of the Cliff Dwellers Club Thursday, March 7, 2024, in Chicago. An open seat to lead the nation's second-largest prosecutor's office has become one of the most spirited races in the Illinois primary. The Democratic matchup is between O'Neill Burke, a tough-on-crime judge and Clayton Harris III, an attorney with union and establishment backing. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- An open seat to lead the nation's second-largest prosecutor's office has become one of the most spirited races in the Illinois primary with a Democratic matchup between a tough-on-crime judge and an attorney with union and establishment backing.
The Cook County state's attorney primary features Eileen O'Neill Burke, a former appellate judge with a large campaign war chest, versus Clayton Harris III, a professor and former prosecutor who's held government posts.
The race is the latest example of how the legacy of progressive Democrats who swept into big city prosecutor offices over the past decade has fractured. Some, including in Los Angeles, face tough reelection bids with blame on progressive policies for perceptions that cities are less safe. Others have resigned or face possible impeachment. 
In Chicago, Democrats hoping to replace outgoing State's Attorney Kim Foxx are walking a line, saying they'll uphold some of her progressive policies while also being critical of her tenure. 

    


"We should be booming, and we're not because of crime," said O'Neill Burke, who's more openly critical of Foxx. "This is something we can fix."




Meanwhile, Harris says punishments must be appropriate and consider racial disparities: "We can focus on our communities being safe without sacrificing justice."
Neither candidate has high name recognition. But the winner of Tuesday's primary in heavily Democratic Cook County is expected to coast to victory in November.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's an open race because Foxx, who easily won her first two elections, declined to run a third time. Her leadership was praised by reformers but also blasted for being soft on crime and the handling of high profile cases like Jussie Smollett. 
One campaign issue has been the future of Foxx's controversial policy not to prosecute retail theft as a felony unless the value of the stolen goods is over $1,000. State law sets a $300 felony threshold.

    


Harris said he'd continue the practice. 
"If someone came and took my cellphone, is that cellphone worth a felony on your record? I do not think so," he said. "We look at recidivism. We charge everyone appropriately."
O'Neill Burke said she'd scrap it. 
"It doesn't deter crime, it promotes it," she said of Foxx's change.
In other cities, progressive policies are also being blamed for crime and homelessness. That's even as violent crime, including homicides and shootings, has largely fallen in Chicago and nationwide to the same level as before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon survived a nonpartisan primary this month but expects a tough November election. Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner faces the possibility of an impeachment trial. In San Francisco, Chesa Boudin was recalled by voters, while St. Louis Circuit Attorney Kim Gardner resigned.
In the Chicago area, both candidates say Foxx made important strides. The state's attorney's office has more than 700 attorneys and is the largest after Los Angeles. 
O'Neill Burke said she'd continue restorative justice efforts for young people and credited Foxx with diversifying the workforce. Harris has held up Foxx's conviction review unit, which has overturned wrongful convictions, as a national model.

    


Harris says the prosecutor must improve the relationship with law enforcement. 
On the campaign trail, he's talked about his personal life as a Black man raising children on Chicago's South Side, as well as his professional experience in helping run government and lobbying elected leaders. 
"Being a Black man. I've been pulled over before for no reason," he said. "We can have safe communities without being racially profiled."
Harris has scrutinized O'Neill Burke's record as an assistant state's attorney. He's put a spot spotlight on a decades-old murder case where O'Neill Burke, who is white, helped prosecute a Black child on charges he murdered an older white woman when he was 10 years old.
The conviction was thrown out by a federal judge who found the boy's confession was coerced by police and taken without a parent or attorney present.

    


O'Neill Burke now says she'll advocate for stronger legal protections for children under interrogation, but she wouldn't change her work on the 1994 case as the boy's attorney and parents were in court when he took the stand and repeated the confession.
"No one has ever questioned my conduct in this case or any case," she said, calling Harris' campaign ads about the case a "distraction" for voters.
Harris disagrees.
"Instead of acknowledging that mistakes were made, there has been a doubling down," he said. "That's the wrong attitude to have."
When it comes to fundraising, O'Neill Burke is ahead, with roughly double the amount of Harris, just under $2 million compared to roughly $750,000. Her sum includes money from top Republican donors.

    


But Harris has picked up hefty endorsements from labor unions, progressive leaders and the Cook County Democratic Party.
His Democratic ties are a top target for O'Neill Burke.
Harris was briefly a chief of staff for former Gov. Rod Blagojevich, helping oversee the office after Blagojevich was arrested and ultimately convicted. Harris wasn't accused of wrongdoing.
O'Neill Burke deems Harris a "Democratic insider" while attempting to tie his lobbyist work to Republicans who oppose abortion. Her campaign promises including creating a unit within the prosecutor's office to protect abortion rights.
"I've spent every single day for the last 30 years in a courtroom from every vantage point. That's a significant advantage," she said in an interview. "He has spent a career answering to politicians and you cannot answer to a politician in this job."
Also running in the primary is Republican former Chicago Alderman Bob Fioretti, who lost a 2020 bid for the office.
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Farmers disrupt traffic to Belgium's major ports in protest of environmental rules
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Farmers disrupted traffic around Europe's second biggest port of Antwerp and two other Belgian harbors Thursday during yet another demonstration to protest against what they say is excessive environmental rulemaking. 
Dozens of tractors disrupted morning rush hour traffic to and from the harbor facilities, though they shied away from a full blockade following warnings by port authorities they would hold them legally liable for suffered losses.
Farmers from across the 27-nation European Union have protested against what they see as unnecessary bureaucratic rules, clean-air and soil targets and unfair competition from abroad that, they say, is driving them toward bankruptcy. EU nations and environmentalists have said a thorough revamp of the way the EU farms is necessary to contain climate change and pollution and meet global green targets. 

    


The farmers counter that their sector is unfairly singled out and that more measures should be targeted at industry instead. 
Last week, Poland saw its most violent protest by farmers and supporters yet as some participants threw stones at police and tried to push through barriers around parliament, injuring several officers. Last month, f armers clashed with police in Belgium outside EU headquarters in a show of force as the European Union's agriculture ministers met in search of ways to address the protesters' concerns.
The tractor protests have had a stunning impact on political decision-making. At national and EU levels, several concessions toward the farmers have already been made, angering environmentalists.
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Censorship efforts at libraries continued to soar in 2023, according to a new report
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bannings and attempted bannings of books soared again in the U.S. last year, continuing to set record highs, according to a new report from the American Library Association. 
On Thursday, the ALA announced that 4,240 works in school and public libraries had been targeted in 2023, a substantial hike from the then-record 2,571 books in 2022 and the most the library association has tallied since it began keeping track more than 20 years ago. 
As in recent years, many of the books being challenged -- 47% -- have LGBTQ and racial themes. 
The number of separate challenges recorded by the ALA, 1,247, is actually down by 22 from last year. But efforts to censor dozens or even hundreds of books at a time have surged in Florida and Texas, among other states, reflecting the influence of such conservative organizations as Moms for Liberty and such web sites as www.booklooks.org and www.ratedbooks.org. 

    


"Each demand to ban a book is a demand to deny each person's constitutionally protected right to choose and read books that raise important issues and lift up the voices of those who are often silenced," Deborah Caldwell-Stone, director of ALA's Office for Intellectual Freedom, said in a statement.




Caldwell-Stone said she was especially concerned about the rise in challenges at public libraries, now some 40% of overall challenges -- more than double the percentage from 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We used to hear that when a book was removed from a school library that the child could still get it from the library in town," she said. "Now we're seeing the same groups turn around and demand the books be removed from the public libraries.
Next month, the association will release its annual list of books most frequently challenged. Maia Kobabe's graphic memoir "Gender Queer" has topped the list for the past two years, with other criticized releases including Jonathan Evison's "Lawn Boy," Sherman Alexie's "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian" and Nobel laureate Toni Morrison's "The Bluest Eye."
The ALA's numbers are based on media accounts and reports from librarians. The association has long believed that many challenges go uncounted, or that some books are pulled by librarians in anticipation of protests.
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Many countries are bouncing back from the pandemic but the poorest are not, UN says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Nunay Mohamed, 25, who fled the drought-stricken Lower Shabelle area, holds her one-year old malnourished child at a makeshift camp for the displaced on the outskirts of Mogadishu, Somalia on June 30, 2022. A U.N. report says many countries are bouncing back from the COVID-19 pandemic, but the poorest are not and a significant number are seeing conditions in their country deteriorating. But it says development in half of the world's poorest countries remains below 2019 pre-pandemic levels. (AP Photo/Farah Abdi Warsameh, File)]
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[image: FILE - Women hold their malnourished children at Hays Rural Hospital in Hodeida, Yemen, Oct. 11, 2022. A U.N. report says many countries are bouncing back from the COVID-19 pandemic, but the poorest are not and a significant number are seeing conditions in their country deteriorating. But it says development in half of the world's poorest countries remains below 2019 pre-pandemic levels. (AP Photo/Hussam Al-Bakry, File)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Many countries are bouncing back from the COVID-19 pandemic, but the poorest are not and a significant number are seeing their conditions deteriorate, the U.N. Development Program said Wednesday.
Achim Steiner, head of the agency, said that after two decades during which rich and poor countries were coming closer in terms of development, the finding is "a very strong warning signal" that nations are now drifting apart.
The Human Development Index that the agency has produced since 1990 is projected to reach record highs in 2023 after steep declines during the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021.
But development in half of the world's poorest countries remains below 2019 pre-pandemic levels, the report said.
"It's a rich person's versus a poor person's world in which we are seeing development unfolding in very unequal, partially incomplete ways," Steiner said at a news conference. "Why does this matter? Not only because it creates more vulnerability, it creates also more misery and protracted poverty, growing inequality."

    


The growing inequalities are compounded by the concentration of economic wealth, the report said.




It pointed to almost 40% of global trade in goods concentrated in three or fewer countries. And it said the stock market value of the three largest tech companies in 2021 -- Amazon, Apple and Microsoft -- surpassed the gross domestic product of more than 90% of the 193 U.N. member nations that year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Steiner said the world's nations should be joining forces to focus on major threats in the 21st century, especially climate change, the next pandemic and the emergence of a digital economy and artificial intelligence. But instead, he warned, there is increasing division and growing frustration and polarization.
He said a significant response has been the emergence of populism, which is anti-elite and hostile to international cooperation. He said that "is increasingly dividing societies, radicalizing the political discourse, and essentially turning more and more people against each other."

    


The report says advancing global collective action to tackle the world's major challenges is hindered by an emerging "democracy paradox" -- 90% of people worldwide endorse democracy but for the first time over half the respondents in a global survey expressed support for leaders that risk undermining the foundations of democracy.
Territorial conflicts will continue to crop up, but the threats to human security in the 21st century will more often require being able to collaborate, Steiner said.
"We are driving ourselves deeper and deeper into a condition where our ability to solve problems is actually being compromised," he said. "You will not stop climate change with missiles. You will not stop the next pandemic at your border with a tank, and you're certainly not going to stop cybercrime with missiles."
Steiner said it is important to dial down the temperature, misperceptions and misinformation "because they're actually being weaponized in turning people against each other."

    


He said there also has to be a very careful look "at where inequality has become so extreme that it actually erodes the political willingness to cooperate."
The report calls for more spending on global public goods that benefit all people, including to stabilize climate and the planet, to harness new technologies to improve human development, and to improve the global financial system to benefit low-income countries.
The agency's Human Development Index measures key issues for a long and healthy life, for gaining knowledge and for achieving a decent standard of living. 
Based on the latest figures from 2022, the 10 places with the highest human development scores are Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Hong Kong, Denmark, Sweden, Germany and Ireland tied for seventh, Singapore, and Australia and the Netherlands tied for 10th place. The United States tied with Luxembourg for 20th place. 
The 10 countries with the lowest human development were Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Yemen, Burundi, Mali, Chad, Niger, Central African Republic, South Sudan and Somalia. All but Yemen are in Africa.
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    [image: In this image taken from video provided by KTLA, law enforcement personnel work at the scene following an explosion during an indoor training exercise, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Irvine, Calif. An explosion during an indoor training exercise Wednesday sent 16 members of Southern California's Orange County Sheriff's Department SWAT team to the hospital, with one person requiring surgery for a leg injury, the department said. (KTLA via AP)]
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                                        IRVINE, Calif. (AP) -- An explosion during an indoor training exercise Wednesday sent 16 members of Southern California's Orange County Sheriff's Department SWAT team to the hospital, with one person requiring surgery for a leg injury, the department said.
Two others had superficial wounds while the remaining 13 had dizziness and ringing in their ears.
The blast occurred shortly before 1 p.m. at the facility in a remote area of Irvine, said sheriff's Sgt. Frank Gonzalez. It was not immediately clear what caused the explosion, but it happened during a training with the sheriff's bomb squad, he said.
The most severe injury was a non-life-threatening leg wound that will require surgery, Gonzalez said. The two other wounded deputies won't require surgery, he said. 
Helicopter news footage showed a small one-story building encircled by yellow police tape surrounded by grassy fields. 

    


No FBI personnel were injured, said bureau spokesperson Laura Eimiller. 
The FBI Special Agent Jerry Crowe Regional Tactical Training Facility south of Los Angeles hosts firearms training and qualifications tests for the bureau and local law enforcement agencies, Eimiller said. 
The FBI will lead the investigation, Gonzalez said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/irvine-california-fbi-training-facility-injuries-8ac2bd69fc8942dc66bc2a5532404fa0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US and Japanese forces to resume Osprey flights in Japan following fatal crash

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A U.S. MV-22 Osprey aircraft flies around the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa, southern Japan Thursday, March 14, 2024. The U.S. and Japanese militaries resumed flights of Osprey aircraft in Japan. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: A U.S. MV-22 Osprey aircraft takes off from the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa, southern Japan Thursday, March 14, 2024. The U.S. and Japanese militaries resumed flights of Osprey aircraft in Japan. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: A U.S. MV-22 Osprey aircraft, bottom, moves to a runway for a takeoff at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa, southern Japan Thursday, March 14, 2024. The U.S. and Japanese militaries resumed flights of Osprey aircraft in Japan. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: FILE -In this image provided by the U.S. Navy, Aviation Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Nicholas Hawkins, signals an MV-22 Osprey to land on the flight deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln in the Arabian Sea on May 17, 2019. The military has greenlighted its Osprey to return to flight, three months after a part failure led to the deaths of eight service members in a crash in Japan in November. Naval Air Systems Command announced it on Friday. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Amber Smalley/U.S. Navy via AP, File)]
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                                        TOMIOKA, Japan (AP) -- The U.S. and Japanese militaries will resume flights of Osprey aircraft in Japan after completing necessary maintenance and training following a fatal crash in southern Japan last November, officials said Wednesday.
The Osprey aircraft, which can take off like a helicopter and then fly like an airplane, has had a troubled history, including numerous crashes.
Japan's Defense Ministry said the two countries had discussed the resumption of Osprey flights in Japan since the U.S. Naval Air Systems Command announced last Friday that the aircraft was approved to return to service after an "unprecedented" part failure led to the deaths of eight U.S. service members in the crash in Japan. 
The entire U.S. Osprey fleet was grounded Dec. 6, a week after that crash. Japan's military also grounded all of its 14 Ospreys.
Japan's Defense Ministry said that each of the U.S. forces will have separate return-to-flight schedules and that Japan and the United States "closely" discussed a timeline for the resumption of Osprey flights in Japan. Aircraft that have completed necessary maintenance and training will return to flight as early as Thursday, the ministry said.

    


It said the crash was caused by a part problem, not a faulty Osprey design, and that similar problems can be prevented in the future by taking steps to mitigate the identified cause. It did not provide further details.




The Osprey flights will be limited to areas around their bases for the time being, the ministry said, in an apparent effort to address the safety concerns of residents in Okinawa, where most of the U.S. military Ospreys in Japan are deployed. There has been vocal opposition there to the aircraft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Okinawa is home to Marine Corps Air Station Futenma and its 24 MV-22B Ospreys, and where half of the American troops in Japan are based.
Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki objected to the planned return to flight operations, saying there was not sufficient explanation about the cause of the accident. He told reporters Wednesday that he was informed by Japanese defense officials about the plan, but no detailed explanation was given.

    


"This is absolutely unacceptable and we cannot allow this to happen," Tamaki said.
He said he planned to ask both the Japanese government and the U.S. military to keep Ospreys on the ground until they fully disclose the cause and safety measures. Okinawa will also request scrapping of the aircraft's deployment, he added. 
In Kagoshima, where the Self-Defense Force's Ospreys are planned for deployment, prefectural officials cited residents' safety concerns and sought details about the cause and safety measures, but defense officials declined to do so until the U.S. military issues an investigation report, NHK public television reported.
Japanese Defense Minister Minoru Kihara said the United States had given an "adequate" explanation of the cause of the crash and provided detailed information about the accident.
The crash was the second fatal Osprey accident in months and the fourth in two years. Before clearing the Osprey, U.S. officials said they put increased attention on its proprotor gearbox, instituted new limitations on how it can be flown and added maintenance inspections and requirements that gave them confidence it could safely return to flight.
The officials did not identify the specific component that failed because the Air Force's crash investigation has not been completed, but said they now have a better -- but not complete -- understanding of why it failed.
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- The International Monetary Fund will hold a crucial round of talks with Pakistan's newly elected government this week to determine whether the country has met conditions for receiving the much needed final $1.1 billion tranche of a $3 billion bailout, officials said Wednesday.
The five-day talks will begin Thursday in Islamabad with the government of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, whose advisers have hinted that Pakistan will seek a new bailout of up to $8 billion when the current one expires this month.
Pakistan is likely to get the final installment of $1.1 billion from the IMF under the 2023 bailout deal agreed to by both sides last year. It needs the funds to overcome one of the worst economic crises in its history that had raised fears the South Asian Islamic nation could default on the payment of foreign debts.

    


In a statement, Pakistan's Finance Ministry said Pakistan has complied with all of the IMF's conditions to receive the much-need final installment of $1.1 billion under the bailout which expires this month.
The ministry said once a staff-level agreement with IMF is reached, the executive board of the global lender will approve the disbursement of the $1.1 billion to Pakistan.




The latest development comes a day after Pakistan's newly appointed Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb told reporters that Islamabad will seek a new bailout from the IMF when the current one successfully concludes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year's bailout was signed by Sharif, who replaced former premier Imran Khan after a no-confidence vote in parliament. Sharif was again elected the country's premier this month after the Feb. 8 parliamentary elections.
The latest development comes days after Khan wrote a letter to the IMF urging it to link any talks with Islamabad to an audit of the recent elections, which his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party says were rigged. Authorities have dismissed the charge as baseless.

    


So far, the IMF has not commented on Khan's letter. 
Khan has come under criticism by Sharif's government for writing the letter, which said it was a bid by Khan to harm the economy. Pakistan narrowly averted a default on foreign payments last summer when the IMF approved the bailout for it following monthslong talks.
Sharif this week said that his biggest challenge is to overcome the lingering economic crisis.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pakistan-imf-bailout-last-installment-abf086b6bf326a8311eebefdaa9a7937



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Denmark plans to expand military draft to women for the first time and extend service terms
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[image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen. left and Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen give a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the lenght of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen. left and Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen give a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the lenght of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen. left and Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen give a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the lenght of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen. left and Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen give a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the lenght of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Denmark plans to expand military draft to women for the first time and extend service terms

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, speaks during a press conference on strengthening the Armed Forces, at the State Ministry, Christiansborg, in Copenhagen, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday the Danish government wants to increase the number of young Danes doing military service by make conscription mandatory for women and by increasing the length of it from the roughly four months to 11 months for both genders. At left is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Troels Lund Poulsen and at right Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Denmark wants to increase the number of young people doing military service by extending conscription to women and increasing the time of service from 4 months to 11 months for both genders, Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday.
"We do not rearm because we want war. We are rearming because we want to avoid it," Frederiksen told a press conference. She said the government wants "full equality between the sexes." 
Denmark currently has up to 9,000 professional troops on top of the 4,700 conscripts undergoing basic training, according to official figures. The government wants to increase the number of conscripts by 300 to reach a total of 5,000. 
The country is a member of the NATO alliance and a staunch supporter of Ukraine in its war against Russia's invasion. 
Foreign Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen stressed that "Russia does not pose a threat to Denmark."

    


"But we will not bring ourselves to a place where they could come to do that," Lokke Rasmussen said.
All physically fit men over the age of 18 are called up for military service, which lasts roughly four months. However, because there are enough volunteers, there is a lottery system, meaning not all young men serve. 




In 2023, there were 4,717 conscripts in Denmark. Women who volunteered for military service accounted for 25.1% of the cohort, according to official figures. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Defense Minister Troels Lund Poulsen said the new system would require a change in the law, which he said will happen in 2025 and take effect in 2026. 
The security policy situation in Europe "has become more and more serious, and we have to take that into account when we look at future defense," Lund Poulsen said. "A broader basis for recruiting that includes all genders is needed," he said, adding it will create "a more versatile and more complete defense."
Under the plan for which there likely is a majority in the Danish parliament, conscripts will first spend five months in basic training, followed by six months in operational service along with supplementary training.

    


In 2017, neighboring Sweden instituted a military draft for both men and women because the Swedish government spoke of a deteriorating security environment in Europe and around Sweden. The Scandinavian country had previously abolished compulsory military service for men in 2010 because there were enough volunteers to meet its military needs. It never had a military draft for women before.
Norway introduced a law in 2013 applying military conscription to both sexes. 
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A proposal to merge 2 universities fizzles in the Mississippi Senate

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Mississippi University for Women alumni wave their school's flag on the steps of the Mississippi State Capitol, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Jackson, as they gather to have group photograph taken in recognition of the Columbus, Miss., based school's 140th anniversary of the school's charter -- and also to voice their opposition to a bill to merge the university with Mississippi State University. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A proposal to merge one of Mississippi's smallest universities into one of its largest ones died Wednesday in the state Senate.
But the future of the small school, Mississippi University for Women, could still be endangered by a bill that senators passed Tuesday, which will go to the House for more work. It would create a group to study whether Mississippi should close some of its eight public universities.
Senate leaders have questioned whether the state can afford to keep all the universities open as population trends show that a decrease in birth rates has caused a drop in elementary and secondary school enrollment, which could lead to fewer students pursuing higher education in the coming years.
A bill that came out of the Senate Education Committee last week proposed merging MUW into nearby Mississippi State University. The committee chairman, Republican Sen. Dennis DeBar, offered a significant change when he brought the bill up for debate Wednesday in the full Senate. 

    


DeBar's amendment removed the merger proposal and replaced it with a proposal to have a legislative group examine the financial needs of MUW and the Mississippi School for Math and Science, a public high school that's located on the MUW campus in Columbus. He said the group would be able to make recommendations to state leaders.




"If the report comes back and says we need to upgrade the W, upgrade MSMS ... so be it," DeBar said. "I'll be a champion."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Senators accepted DeBar's change, but then quickly killed the bill with 27 of the 52 senators voting against it. Hours later, one senator held the bill on a procedural move that could allow another round of debate on it in the next few days.
Republican Sen. Chuck Younger of Columbus said Mississippi School for Math and Science does outstanding work, "even though the facilities are not worth a flip."

    


Leaders and alumni of MUW rallied at the Capitol Tuesday to try to keep their school open and free from merger.
Last week, the Senate Universities and Colleges Committee killed a bill that would have required the state to close three universities by 2028. The bill caused concern among students and alumni of Mississippi's three historically Black universities, but senators said schools with the smallest enrollment would have been the most vulnerable: Mississippi Valley State, which is historically Black, along with Delta State University and MUW, which are predominantly white.
MUW has also enrolled men since 1982, and about 22% of the current 2,230 students are male. University leaders say having "women" in the name complicates recruiting, and they proposed two new names this year -- Mississippi Brightwell University and Wynbridge State University of Mississippi. They recently paused the rebranding effort after receiving sharp criticism from some graduates.
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GOP candidate for Senate in New Jersey faced 2020 charges of DUI, leaving scene of accident
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- A New Jersey Republican candidate for U.S. Senate was arrested in August 2020 and charged with driving under the influence of alcohol and leaving the scene of an accident, according to police reports that came to light Wednesday. 
Alex Zdan, a former TV news reporter who launched a bid for the seat currently occupied by indicted Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez, was driving his his pickup in Hopewell when he crossed the center lane and swiped another vehicle, damaging a mirror and the driver's side of the vehicle, according to police report details published by Politico New Jersey. 
Zdan left the scene, according to the police report, and was found parked in a convenience store lot. Officers determined he was involved in the accident, and he failed field sobriety tests and later blew a 0.25 on a breathalyzer test, more than three times the legal limit.

    


When asked if he was involved in an accident, he told an officer: "I don't think so," according to the report.
Zdan said in a texted message Wednesday that he's committed to transparency for himself and his opponents. 
"I am truly sorry for the disregard for others and the law I showed four years ago. It was the first and last time," he said. 




Zdan added that he was arrested and soon afterward released on his own recognizance. He said he pleaded guilty, paid fines and completed the terms of his agreement with authorities. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"No one is perfect -- but no one is above the law. I've learned from my mistakes and have endeavored to improve myself every day," he told the Globe.
Zdan is competing against Mendham Borough Mayor Christine Serrano Glassner and southern New Jersey businessman Curtis Bashaw for the GOP nomination in this year's U.S. Senate race. 
Menendez has not said if he's running again as he faces federal corruption charges, to which he has pleaded not guilty. 
Zdan has won endorsements from Republican Party officials, including in Passaic and Monmouth counties. 
New Jersey last elected a Republican to the Senate in 1972. 
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Shakeup continues at Disney district a year after takeover by DeSantis appointees

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis listens to Central Florida Tourism Oversight District board chairman Martin Garcia, right, deliver remarks during a news conference at CFTOD headquarters at Walt Disney World, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Feb. 22, 2024. The shake-up of Walt Disney World's governing district more than a year after it was taken over by Gov. DeSantis' appointees continued Wednesday, March 13, 2024 with the departure of its board chairman who had been highly critical of Disney. Garcia's departure as chairman is coming a week after the district's administrator, Glen Gilzean, left to accept an appointment by DeSantis as interim elections supervisor in Orange County, the home of Orlando, at half the salary. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP, file)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- The shakeup of Walt Disney World's governing district more than a year after it was taken over by Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees continued Wednesday with the departure of its board chairman who had been highly critical of Disney.
Martin Garcia's departure as chairman of the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District is coming a week after the district's administrator, Glen Gilzean, left to accept an appointment by DeSantis as interim elections supervisor in Orange County, the home of Orlando, at half his district's $400,000 salary.
Martin didn't respond to an email and phone message seeking comment on Wednesday. He was appointed by DeSantis last year to a term that was supposed to expire in February 2027.
In an email, DeSantis' communications director, Bryan Griffin, thanked Garcia for "successfully navigating" the transition of the district from a governing body controlled by Disney supporters to the current iteration controlled by DeSantis appointees.

    


Garcia "developed a new district focused on transparency and the elimination of corporate welfare," Griffin said.
The Republican governor also recommended that a former senior advisor, Stephanie Kopelousos, be named the district's new administrator. Kopelousos was a director of legislative affairs for DeSantis and previously served in other administrations of Florida governors.




"We are glad to see her step into this leadership role as the District embarks upon the next chapter in its efforts to ensure an even and transparent playing field for the businesses that operate in Central Florida," Griffin said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since the takeover last year, the district has faced an exodus of experienced staffers, with many in exit surveys complaining that the governing body has been politicized since the changeover, and lots of litigation. The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, and was controlled by Disney supporters for most of its five decades.

    


A fight between DeSantis and Disney began in 2022 after the company, facing significant internal and external pressure, publicly opposed a state law that critics have called "Don't Say Gay." The 2022 law banned classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades and was championed by DeSantis, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches until he suspended his presidential campaign this year.
As punishment for opposition to the law, DeSantis took over the district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors. 
Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January. Disney has appealed.
A separate lawsuit over who controls the district is still pending in state court in Orlando.
A settlement agreement over the "Don't Say Gay" legislation was reached this week between Florida education officials and civil rights groups that had challenged the constitutionality of the law on behalf of parents, students and others. The law remains intact, but the deal spells out that the Florida law doesn't prohibit discussing LGBTQ+ people, prevent anti-bullying rules based on sexual orientation and gender identity, or disallow Gay-Straight Alliance groups.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Massachusetts man gets prison for making bomb threat to Arizona election office
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A Massachusetts man has been sentenced to three years and six months in federal prison for making an online threat to bomb then-Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs' election office in February 2021, the U.S. Justice Department said.
James Clark, 40, of Falmouth, pleaded guilty in August in U.S. District Court in Phoenix to sending a communication containing a bomb threat to an election official.
The threat was one of many made against Hobbs, a Democrat, after she certified the 2020 presidential election that then-Republican President Donald Trump claimed without evidence had been stolen. 
Democrat Joe Biden won the election in Arizona by about 10,000 votes, or just 0.3% of the nearly 3.4 million ballots cast statewide. Hobbs was elected governor of Arizona in 2023.
An email request for comment was left Wednesday by The Associated Press with Clark's court-appointed federal public defender in Phoenix.

    


U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland issued a statement Tuesday announcing Clark's sentence.
"Those using illegal threats of violence to intimidate election workers should know that the Justice Department will find you and hold you accountable," Garland said.




The FBI arrested Clark in 2022 after tracing a message sent through an online form maintained by the secretary of state's election department. It warned that Hobbs had to resign "or the explosive device impacted in her personal space will be detonated."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutors said the threat prompted authorities to search Hobbs' home, car and office at the State Capitol Executive Tower in Phoenix and to briefly evacuate the governor's office in the same building. 
The case is part of a U.S. Justice Department task force that investigates threats of violence against election officials, workers and volunteers.
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Kentucky House passes a bill aimed at putting a school choice constitutional amendment on the ballot

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Kentucky Capitol is seen, Jan. 14, 2020, in Frankfort, Ky. Supporters of letting Kentucky voters decide the outcome of a school choice constitutional amendment cleared a key hurdle Wednesday, March 13, 2024, when the state House gave its support, after a tense debate that could foreshadow a bruising campaign ahead if the proposal reaches the ballot. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Supporters of letting Kentucky voters decide the outcome of a school choice constitutional amendment cleared a key hurdle Wednesday when the state House gave its support, after a tense debate that could foreshadow a bruising campaign ahead if the proposal reaches the ballot.
After an hourslong debate, the House passed the measure on a 65-32 vote to send it to the Senate. Republicans have supermajorities in both chambers. The House vote came a day after a GOP-led House committee advanced the bill.
With no election for statewide office on Kentucky's ballot this November, school choice looms as the most hotly debated state issue during the fall campaign if the proposed amendment reaches the ballot.
"This is a turning point in the direction of the commonwealth of Kentucky, the education of our children and the future of this commonwealth," said Democratic state Rep. George Brown Jr., who opposed the bill.

    


Opponents repeatedly tried to draw the bill's lead Republican sponsor into discussing what policy actions would happen next if voters were to ratify the measure seeking to amend Kentucky's constitution.




Republican state Rep. Suzanne Miles responded that the House debate should be confined to whether the proposal should be placed on the ballot. Several times, Republican House Speaker David Osborne halted attempts to discuss potential policy consequences if voters approved the constitutional amendment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is not a policy decision," Miles said. "There is no funding in this bill whatsoever. There's no enabling legislation. This is solely a constitutional amendment to put on the ballot."
When Democratic state Rep. Tina Bojanowski raised the prospect that it would lead to school vouchers, she was instructed by Osborne to confine her comments to the bill being debated. 
After a long pause, she replied: "It's very difficult to discuss a constitutional amendment that will impact significantly our public schools without discussing potential legislation that may occur with this. I think the people need to know."

    


When another Democrat asked Miles what she would like to see happen if the amendment passes in November, Miles replied: "I would like to see every child in the commonwealth of Kentucky to have the very best access and level playing field to succeed to the best of their ability and live the American dream."
The bill's foes said public schools would suffer if the amendment won voter ratification. They predicted that follow-up school choice legislation would divert money from public schools already in need of greater state support for priorities like teacher raises and more transportation funding.
If ratified by voters, the proposal would give future legislatures the option to "provide financial support for the education of students outside the system of common schools'' -- a reference to public schools.
For instance, it would remove constitutional barriers that have blocked the state from assisting parents who want to enroll their children in private or charter schools.

    


Courts in Kentucky have ruled that public tax dollars must be spent on the state's "common" schools and cannot be diverted to charter or private schools. School choice advocates are hoping to surmount those legal hurdles by getting the school choice bill ratified on the fall ballot.
The political fight over school choice has been waged for years in Kentucky, but it would ratchet up significantly if the measure reaches the ballot.
The Kentucky Education Association -- a labor association representing tens of thousands of public school educators -- has signaled it's ready to fight back against any school choice proposal. The KEA has a powerful ally in Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who has promised to join the fight. Beshear won a convincing reelection victory last November in Republican-leaning Kentucky.
The push for a constitutional amendment gained steam after the courts struck down school choice laws.
In 2022, Kentucky's Supreme Court struck down a measure passed by GOP lawmakers to award tax credits for donations supporting private school tuition.
Last year, a circuit court judge rejected another measure to set up a funding method for charter schools. The decision stymied efforts to give such schools a foothold in the Bluegrass State. Those schools would be operated by independent groups with fewer regulations than most public schools.
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In 'Frida' documentary, artist Frida Kahlo's own words are used to tell her story
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[image: FILE - Mexican Artists Diego Rivera and his wife Frida Kahlo appear in New York on May 11, 1933. A new documentary "Frida" tells the story of Kahlo from her diaries and letters. (AP Photo)]
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                                        Frida Kahlo used her own experiences to inform her art. In that spirit, Kahlo's personal writings are used to help tell the story of her life in a new documentary, "Frida."
Filmmaker Carla Gutierrez blends first person narration with archival footage and interpretive animation of Kahlo's work in the film, which is now streaming on Prime Video.
Gutierrez, who was born in Peru and moved to the United States when she was a teenager, remembers first really connecting with Kahlo's paintings in college.
"I was a new immigrant and there was one specific painting that really introduced me to her voice as an artist of her in between the border of the United States and Mexico," Gutierrez said in an interview with The Associated Press earlier this year. "I just saw my experience at the time really reflected in the painting. Then she just kind of became part of my life."

    


Gutierrez was an editor by trade and content with that path in filmmaking. She was working on meaningful projects like "RBG" and "Julia," which allowed her to be intimately involved creatively. But when a director friend whispered Kahlo's name to her, she went back and re-read one of those books she'd read in college. Within hours she was making plans to direct. 




"I feel like this story really just kind of told me that I needed to step up and direct this one," she said. "I realized she could tell a lot of her own story and I felt like that hadn't been made yet. Hopefully it's a new way of getting into her world and in her mind and her heart and really understanding the art in a more intimate, raw way."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kahlo did not do many interviews herself over the years, Gutierrez said, but she did write very intimate and personal letters. She was surprised by her sense of humor, her sarcasm and her irony as well as and "how explicit she was about her opinions." 
"It's kind of like messy confidence and messy feminism in a way," she said.

    


The filmmaking team had to search several different museums to find those letters that they would compile into a full picture, including the Frida Kahlo Museum in Mexico City, the National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington D.C. (where her correspondence with her mother was housed) and the Philatelic Museum of Oaxaca, where they found her letters to her doctor about everything from her complex marriage to her miscarriage.
One of the biggest creative decisions was to animate Kahlo's art throughout, which has proved a bit divisive since the film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival earlier this year. Some love it. Some don't. But it was part of the vision for the film from the earliest stages. The hope, Gutierrez said, was to transport audiences from the real world into her internal world.
"I always thought about her heart and her veins just kind of moving from her hands into the canvas," she said. "We wanted to be very respectful to the paintings but bring in lyrical animation to feel like we were immersing into her actual feelings and heart."
She is also especially proud that her collaborators are mostly Latinx and bilingual. The composer is Mexican. The animation team is all women from Mexico.
"To inject this cultural understanding of the country into the film is fantastic," she said.
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'Freaknik' documentary tells untold story behind the massively popular Atlanta street party

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Crowds of people jam Marietta Street for Freaknik near the intersection of Peachtree Street in Atlanta on April 19, 1996. A new Hulu documentary ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Crowds of people jam Marietta Street for Freaknik near the intersection of Peachtree Street in Atlanta on April 19, 1996. A new Hulu documentary "Freaknik: The Wildest Story Never Told," touches on how the event started as an innocent Black College cookout that ultimately drew thousands from across the United States. (Philip McCollum/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- If you participated in Atlanta's wildest gathering called Freaknik back in the day, then beware: You might be featured in Hulu's new documentary about the legendary street party that became popular through folklore tales involving gridlock traffic, public nudity and highway debauchery.
Many of those images will certainly be on full display in "Freaknik: The Wildest Party Never Told." But the documentary isn't just focused on the hyper-sexualized environment and public safety concerns attached to the festival birthed four decades ago. It's also about how the iconic event started as a simple, Black college cookout that ultimately drew thousands from across the United States, defining Atlanta as a cultural and music hotbed.
"This is more about the culture. This is Atlanta's version of 'Beat Street'" said Jermaine Dupri, who executive produced the project with several others including Luther "Uncle Luke" Campbell and 21 Savage. The documentary premiered Tuesday night at SXSW in Austin, Texas. It will stream on Hulu on March 21.

    


"This is our story about our contribution to the culture," Dupri continued. "Through the music and the parties that happened during Freaknik. It's much more than people standing on top of cars and playing music outside."




"Freaknik" will feature perspectives from Killer Mike, Jalen Rose, CeeLo Green, Rasheeda and Too $hort. The project includes Freaknik founders Emma Horton, Amadi Boone, Monique Tolliver and Sharon Toomer who discuss the festival's origin and the name Freaknik -- a portmanteau of picnic and freak. It was inspired by R&B group Chic's 1978 song "Le Freak." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dupri initially questioned whether the documentary would only focus on the festival's sexual nature. But the music mogul was convinced otherwise after he met with Swirl Films producers Jay Allen and Nikki Byles, who told him the documentary would focus on the full backstory.

    


"We want people who didn't experience Freaknik to relive the good, bad and the ugly," Allen said. "For the people that were there, they'll be able to tell their stories and their truth."
Dupri wants viewers to see how Freaknik elevated Atlanta's now-thriving hip-hop music scene and helped it become a destination for Black entrepreneurship and empowerment. He heard the criticism about the documentary "putting Black people backwards." There also were reports that some women would take legal action to block the documentary's release over fears of potential exposure in flashback clips. It is unclear if a lawsuit was ever filed.
"It's all educational. It's Black history personally to me," said Dupri, who attended Freaknik. "For those who need that assurance, I would never allow my name to be involved with something that's going to put a black eye on Atlanta or do anything that I feel like is going to set this culture backwards."
Uncle Luke called those critics "hypocrites" for partaking in the raunchy Freaknik activities then criticizing this generation for admiring hip-hop artists like Cardi B, Ice Spice and Sexyy Red, who are known for suggestive performances. 

    


"They'll get a little taste of their own medicine," said Luke, who was regarded as the godfather of Freaknik for inserting his provocative nature into the festival. The documentary's footage was mostly crowdsourced while some came from his VHS tapes that were converted into digital.
Other footage was secured by Byles through social media outreach and by knocking on doors of past Freaknik attendees who provided what they were comfortable handing over.
"It's easy to point fingers at people's kids, and saying they're living a life that in all actuality they lived as parents," Uncle Luke said. "I wanted to show that perspective. But then there's this big myth about Freaknik. A lot of people from the West Coast heard about it. Some people heard the stories. It was this story that was never really told. We wanted to tell this story from where it really came from." 
Freaknik was a sprawling street party throughout Atlanta from 1983 to 1999. The three-day event held in April was created by Black college students (Morehouse and Spelman colleges) from the DC Metro Club who were stuck on campus during spring break and decided to gather at the park to combat boredom with their boom boxes, coolers and food. 

    


Over the years, Freaknik became a spring-break destination through a grassroots method, attracting around 250,000 partygoers from across the country. The event was so massive that it spilled throughout downtown and metro areas.
But as Freaknik's popularity grew, the uncontrolled crowds invited a slew of problems. By the mid-1990s, the fun-filled event morphed into an unruly one and eventually wore out its welcome after sporadic looting, massive traffic jams and lewd activities. City officials shut things down after tensions continually brewed between festivalgoers, law enforcement and local residents.

    


Toomer, one of the original organizers, said she was impressed with how the documentary explored Freaknik's full backstory. Toomer's disappointed with the festival's ending, but she hopes viewers understand the true essence of their creation.
"I do think people will have that moment of 'I didn't know that' and have a certain appreciation for it," she said. "I'm excited about that. It truly was -- in its best years and its even so-so years -- a special event. It's been frustrating over the years to have to begin the conversation with the word, as opposed to the experience that so many Black young people found."
Director P. Frank Williams said the documentary covers the convergence of politics, media, music and culture. He said it'll also touch on those who tried to revive Freaknik but were unsuccessful. 
"I know people on the internet and everybody is looking for all of the candy, the fun, the girls, the turn up, the cars," Williams said. "We gave you that if you watched the film. But there's also the vegetables, which is Black culture. Black identity. Trying to go against a system that was preparing for the (1996) Olympics and didn't necessarily want these kids on the streets. It's a much deeper story.
"Everybody is worried about their aunties and all these memes," he said. "But hopefully after you watch it, you'll see we did something much more than just a party."
___
This story has been updated to correct Amandi Boone's last name.
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Hans Zimmer talks about first North American tour dates in 7 years, the magic of composing for film

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Film composer Hans Zimmer says his famous friends Pharrell Williams and Johnny Marr convinced him to go on tour, joking that he "can't hide behind the screen forever." (March 11)
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            1 of 1 | FILE - Composer Hans Zimmer poses for a portrait on July 10, 2019, at the Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. Zimmer's film scores have soundtracked magic movie moments in "The Lion King," "The Dark Knight" and both new "Dune" movies, to name a few. This fall, the "Hans Zimmer Live" tour will hit U.S. and Canada, marking the first time Zimmer has performed in North America in seven years. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- For generations, German composer Hans Zimmer 's film scores have soundtracked magic movie moments in "The Lion King," "Gladiator," the "Dark Knight" trilogy, and most recently, "Dune" and "Dune: Part Two." This fall, Zimmer will bring his award-winning scores to the live stage.
His "Hans Zimmer Live" tour, which sold out in Europe, will make its way to the U.S. and Canada this fall, marking the first time Zimmer has performed in North America in seven years. 
The last time, as some fans may recall, was a 2017 Coachella performance.
Over Zoom from New York, Zimmer said he was inspired after "refusing to get onto a stage for 40 years" because of something his friends, The Smiths' Johnny Marr and Pharrell Williams, told him. 
"You have to look your audience in the eye. You can't hide behind the screen forever. You know, you owe it to your, you know, audience," he says they told him. And after Coachella, he realized: "I can do this," he said. 

    


Having done the run in Europe, "we're at the top of our game at the moment," he says of his orchestra.
Don't expect a traditional, classical music setting or a piano concerto -- at "Hans Zimmer Live," there is no conductor, no sheet music in front of each musician, and not a single frame from any of the films he's referencing. 


"I come from rock and roll and I believe in putting on a show," he says. "People stay with us because we give them an experience which they've never had before... Life is hard. Life is tough these days. And people worked hard to go to pay for these tickets, so we better pull off a show that is absolutely worthy of them coming and seeing us."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Hans Zimmer Live" kicks off at the Gas South Arena in Duluth, Ga. on Sept. 6 and will hit 17 cities across the U.S. and Canada before concluding at the Rogers Arena in Vancouver, British Columbia on Oct. 6. 
The tour includes stops in Hollywood, Florida; Raleigh, North Carolina; New York; Baltimore; Boston; Montreal and Toronto; Minneapolis; Chicago; Fort Worth, Texas; Denver; Las Vegas; Los Angeles; Oakland, California, and Seattle.

    


Zimmer says attendees can expect a diverse audience. "I've looked out at the audience and there's a mom with her grandson sitting next to a guy with a mohawk, sitting next to a man in a business suit, sitting next to another bunch of, you know, bikers," Zimmer said. "So, it's not just multi-generational, it's multicultural."
In more ways than one: Zimmer's orchestra is from Ukraine; "Two weeks after the invasion started, we managed to get about half of them out of Odessa," he says. Lebo M, who sings "The Lion King" theme, was a political refugee from South Africa when Zimmer first met him. Pedro Eustache, his woodwind player, is from Venezuela, "and he thinks he can probably never go back home," says Zimmer.
"I have this very, very international group of players and ... part of what makes them such emotionally committed musicians is that they all have a story to tell you."
"Hans Zimmer Live," which has been recently rearranged, includes works from "Gladiator," "Pirates of the Caribbean," "The Dark Knight," "Interstellar," "The Lion King," "The Last Samurai," and "Dune."

    


"Each piece is connected with the adventure of actually creating it, the adventure of actually making that movie, the adventure of the collaboration, the adventure of, you know, 'How did we get here?", he says. "Where did this journey start? And how can we make sure that it never ends?
"Each one of those movies is painted in color and affected by what is going on around us. And they have all been extraordinary journeys."
All of these films and their scores are vastly different, but Zimmer's idiosyncratic approach and arrangements should be considered the connective tissue. That, and a certain je ne sais quoi that makes an effective -- and affecting -- score. 
"You need to be committed. You need to be honest. You can't be sentimental," he says of a successful score. "The other thing is, it's the people who are performing it. Because if you think about it, the last actors that really get hired, the last actors that perform in a movie, are the musicians. So, I'm very careful about picking the people I work with."
Tickets for "Hans Zimmer Live" will become available for purchase at www.hanszimmerlive.com, starting at March 22 at 10 am local time. 
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New opera production adds something new to Luis Bunuel's 'The Exterminating Angel': cannibalism
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                                        Calixto Bieito added an element to "The Exterminating Angel" that Luis Bunuel and Thomas Ades left out: cannibalism.
Ades' opera, based on Bunuel's 1962 film "El angel exterminador," details psychologically blocked dinner guests who can't depart a mansion and the disintegration of decorum after days of dystopian detachment. Bieito's new production opened at the Paris Opera on Feb. 29 and runs through March 23.
Bunuel featured sheep who wander the house, then are cooked and eaten. Bieito, a 62-year-old Spanish director known for provocative interpretations, sets despairing patricians bingeing on each other's limbs.
"He just said 'I hate sheep. We're not having sheep. They are the sheep,'" Ades said. "I thought, oh, yes, OK. And then it very kind of quickly dawned on me: Oh, God, this means they're going to be eating each other. I see where this is going. But it's not gross or anything."

    


Countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo mimics chomping into his right forearm.
"Mine's a little tough. I prefer it a point," he sings of a French term for "medium rare" as the aristocratic Francisco de Avila, younger brother of the Duchess Silvia.




"Calixto himself is really steeped in Bunuel's mindset and context and history," Costanzo said. "It was clear to him that we didn't want to replicate the film, but we wanted to make something that represented it and that represented that kind of thinking."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ades, a 54-year-old British composer, conducted the first four performances of the run. He compared the mood of his opera to "blue cheese -- the subject matter is inherently fetid."
"He's released the beast in the music," Ades said of Bieito. "Somehow it's in the music but I'd never realized it. But when you see it on stage with the music, I'm afraid it is all too correct."
Tenor Nicky Spence, who sings the role of dinner host Edmundo de Nobile, had been unfamiliar with Bunuel's work.

    


"I was too busy watching rom-coms and fluff. I don't really watch a lot of international films or surreal films because I do that for a living," he said. "I think it poses a lot of big questions about what life is and what reality is, and the way that we metaphorically close ourselves into rooms on a daily basis."
Bieito's is just the second staging of Ades' opera following the premiere production by Tom Cairns, who also wrote the libretto. Cairns' vision, also modern but less striking, started in 2016 at the Salzburg Festival and went on the London's Royal Opera, New York's Metropolitan Opera and the Royal Danish Theatre.
In Paris, characters clad in Ingo Krugler's colorful evening attire arrive for dinner on Anna-Sofia Kirsch's bare white set. Only a long table, red chairs and a piano are on stage.
During a march between the first and second acts, stark red lighting by Reinhard Traub silhouettes soprano Gloria Tronel (portraying opera singer Leticia Meynar) as she is carried around atop a table in a crucifixion pose.
"I was like: 'Well, of course,'" Ades said. "It's always been in it."
Bieito represents sheep with balloons held by a boy. Simulated sex highlights depravity.

    


"He's a force of nature," said contralto Hilary Summers, who sings Leonora Palma, a dinner guest ailing with cancer. "Basically he gets us all to do the work for him -- that's his biggest skill, is that he just throws in a bone, and we all run at with like rampant hungry wolves."
Stephen Sondheim's version of the story premiered at The Shed in New York last fall titled "Here We Are," the final musical of the great American composer who died in 2021 at age 91. Sondheim and book writer David Ives adapted "Exterminating Angel" as their show's second half and based the first on "Le charme discret de la bourgeoisie (The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie)," a farcical tale of friends failing at finding a place to eat.
The March 9 performance of Bieito's darker imagining was recorded on video and will be available for streaming on Medici starting March 22. The story gave food for thought.
"I will say that, Parisian dinners can extend a long time, as they can in New York," Costanzo said. "The best story I ever heard of a dinner in New York was that someone had people over to his apartment and left to get something. And when he left, the door handle fell off, and the entire party was stuck in the room."

    


Costanzo identified that host only as an arts patron.
Spence laughed at the opera's comparison of art and life.
"People tend to get out alive at my dinner parties," he said, "but I suppose I've been at some bad dinner parties where they feel like they're going on interminably."
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Esa-Pekka Salonen to leave San Francisco Symphony, citing dispute with orchestra's board
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Esa-Pekka Salonen will leave the San Francisco Symphony following the 2024-25 season, just his fifth as music director, announcing his departure Thursday with a statement critical of the orchestra's leadership.
"I do not share the same goals for the future of the institution as the board of governors does," Salonen said in a statement.
Salonen was not discussing his decision beyond the statement, spokeswoman Amanda Ameer said.
The symphony board is chaired by Priscilla B. Geeslin, whose husband Keith Geeslin is president of San Francisco Opera. Matthew Spivey is in his first season as CEO after one year in an interim role. Orchestra spokeswoman Taryn Lott said Priscilla B. Geeslin and Spivey were not available to comment.
Salonen, who turns 66 in June, was hired in December 2018 to start with the 2020-21 season and follow the 25-year tenure of Michael Tilson Thomas. Salonen praised the orchestra, saying in his statement Thursday he is "proud to continue working with the world-class musicians."

    


His departure creates yet another vacancy on a major U.S. podium. 
The Chicago Symphony Orchestra has not announced a replacement for Riccardo Muti, who retired at the end of the 2022-23 season; the Los Angeles Philharmonic is looking for a successor to Gustavo Dudamel, who leaves after the 2025-26 season to head the New York Philharmonic; and Franz Welser-Most will retire from the Cleveland Orchestra after the 2026-27 season. James Conlon said this week he will step down as Los Angeles Opera music director after the 2025-26 season.




The San Francisco Symphony announced Salonen's departure as it released the schedule for his final season with the orchestra.
Salonen was principal conductor of the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra from 1984-95 and music director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic from 1992-2009. He was principal conductor and artistic adviser for London's Philharmonia from 2008--21. 
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Q&A: Kristen Stewart, Rose Glass and Katy O'Brian on their 'fun, sweaty, violent' film

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Director Rose Glass talks about the idea behind her second feature film "Love Lies Bleeding," while star Kristen Stewart explains the appeal of the throwback '80s story about the madness of falling in love. (March 14)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Kristen Stewart knows that not everyone should make movies. She also knows that Rose Glass should.
The 34-year-old English director and screenwriter is one of those rare original storytellers with daring things to say and the vision to do them justice. In other words, definitely not "everybody." Glass' first film " Saint Maud," was a chilling picture of faith and madness. Her second, " Love Lies Bleeding " (expanding in theaters this weekend) is also kind of about madness but of different sorts - that of love, of power and of strength (the literal kind).
"I wanted to make something kind of fun and sweaty and violent," Glass said in an interview with The Associated Press.
Moviemaking may be a risk-averse business, but Glass and her collaborators are not. Set in the American West in the 1980s, Stewart plays Lou, an introverted gym manager and daughter of a local conman (Ed Harris) who gets swept up in the fever dream of new love with an aspiring bodybuilder, Jackie (Katy O'Brian), who's passing through town.

    


"I loved that it felt a bit like mythology, like a comic booky, throwback '80s," said Stewart. "I can't finish any of these sentences but the movie is good."




"(Rose) made this audacious and singular, unique experience personal for us and let us be our own individuals and just, like, traipse all over her thing," Stewart added. "It's so fun to work with people who are like cuckoo birds but also really concerted."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Glass, Stewart and O'Brian spoke to The Associated Press in an expletive-filled and slightly R-rated conversation about the twist on the idea of "strong female characters," their aversion to a certain overused shorthand and "Showgirls."
Remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: What were some of the things that really excited you about "Love Lies Bleeding"?
STEWART: I guess, like, in your dreams, you don't always do the right thing. And in movies, somehow girls are kind of expected to make everyone feel really comfortable. I think that's a very default setting for women in general. And in this case, it was like, yeah, but what if I'm (expletive) and my rage is boiling out and bubbling over? And it also really turns me on to share that with another person?

    


O'BRIAN: It wasn't like just about resilience or just about one thing. There's so much that you can read into it if you want to, which I think is cool. Or you can just watch it and have fun.
AP: Why do you think it's subversive to make a movie about female power that's also literally about bodybuilding?
GLASS: Maybe it's just something you haven't seen. I don't know many films which have female bodybuilders in it.
STEWART: You said something recently about looking at a female body like that, like there's something kind of punk about it. Because when you think of feminine qualities, unfortunately, we defer to like demure, or soft or elegant or sort of like something languid. And you're like, well, she's a woman, so she's inherently feminine. That's just not the shape that you're used to. But it is definitely female strength.
I think also just playing with toys that we're not usually allowed to play with in a petulant way. I'm like looking at Rose and going, "because you're a brat and you're (expletive) hilarious that's why you wanted to do this."

    


The idea of the strength, it must have come from annoying conversations that you were having in rooms with people who fund movies. And I could be wrong, but that's my take.
GLASS: Like, "Oh do something with a strong female character"? I'll make her really muscley.
AP: It sort of makes me think about women being described as "kick (expletive)" which always makes me wince.
STEWART: Like "bad (expletive)."
O'BRIAN: The words "bad (expletive)" together.
STEWART: We've had it a lot today. And I don't mean to diminish anyone who used it, because it was really nice for them to say and it came with good intention. But it makes my toes curl so far into my body that I no longer have an (expletive). AP! Let's go.
AP: We'll put a demure "expletive" in there. Katy, how did Jackie come alive for you?
O'BRIAN: What really helped me was everything else around: The wardrobes and the hair and makeup. Then getting to see Jackie next to Lou and see Jackie in the gym. I was trying to tell the costumers, I was like well people wouldn't really work out in this. And she's like, "Katy, people also don't grow to be 35 feet...We're going for the magazine vibe, the sexy vibe." And it's 100% what Jackie needed. Even the workout equipment that you got from the '80s, it's made for men because women didn't work out (that way). They did aerobics, Jane Fonda. You had to adjust your own height to try to figure out how to get the right muscle because it's bigger equipment.

    


AP: I read that Rose had the cast and crew watch Cronenberg's "Crash" and "Paris, Texas" and "Showgirls." Were any of those new to you, or did you find different dimensions as they related to this?
STEWART: I had never seen "Showgirls." I watched it in the trailer halfway through the movie and came out and was like ok, I'm not big enough. I'm not thrusting hard enough.
GLASS: Not walking away dramatically enough.
STEWART: Like ohh that's why you wanted me to go bigger.
O'BRIAN: I wasn't able to find "Crash" in anything other than French, which I don't speak.
GLASS: That's crazy!
STEWART: It wasn't on MUBI.
AP: This has played at Sundance and Berlin and is now rolling out wide in the US. Do you feel like people are getting it?
GLASS: It's great to be there in the audience in particular hearing people make involuntary gasping noises and laughing in all places you hope they would...

    


So far it's been very nice and positive and for people who don't like it, I'm like "fair enough!" It's not for everyone.
STEWART: There's a line in Chronology ("Chronology of Water" which Stewart is adapting) where it's like, "I started weeding out friends based on their reactions to 'Empire of the Senseless.' It was like, the women who were grossed out and walked out of the room, I stopped being friends with. And the women who smiled quietly to themselves and touched themselves were the friends that I kept." This movie kind of does the same thing ... not to be alienating and sort of us and them-y about it. But it is like, hey, ready? I'm going to sell the movie: Not for everyone. But that's why it actually should be for everyone!
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "Never Too Late" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
4. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
5. "The Hunter" by Tana French (Viking)
6. "A Fate Inked in Blood" by Danielle L. Jensen (Del Rey)
7. "Three-Inch Teeth" by C.J. Box (Putnam)
8. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
9. "The Sunlit Man" by Brandon Sanderson (Tor)
10. "House of Flame and Shadow" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
11. "First Lie Wins" by Ashley Elston (Viking/Dorman)
12. "Gothikana" by Runyx (Bramble)
13. "Crosshairs" by Patterson/Born (Little, Brown)
14. "Listen for the Lie" by Amy Tintera (Celadon)
15. "Wandering Stars" by Tommy Orange (Knopf)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Blood Money" by Peter Schweizer (Harper)
2. "We've Got Issues" by Phillip C. McGraw (Threshold)
3. "The House of Hidden Meanings" by RuPaul (Dey Street)

    


4. "Protect Your Peace" by Trent Shelton (Hay House) 
5. "Mostly What Good Does" by Savannah Guthrie (Thomas Nelson)
6. "Bad Therapy" by Abigail Shrier (Sentinel)
7. "Slow Productivity" by Cal Newport (Portfolio)
8. "The Wager" by David Grann (Doubleday)


9. "Worthy" by Jamie Kern Lima (Hay House)
10. "Supercommunicators" by Charles Duhigg (Random House)
11. "Outlive" by Peter Attia (Harmony)
12. "The Holy Grail of Investing" by Tony Robbins (Simon & Schuster)
13. "Burn Book" by Kara Swisher (Simon & Schuster)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

14. "Oath and Honor" by Liz Cheney (Little, Brown)
15. "Joyfull" by Radhi Devlukia-Shetty (Simon Element)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
2. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
3. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
4. "Bride" by Ali Hazelwood (Berkley)
5. "My Hero Academia, Vol. 37" by Kohei Horikoshi (Viz)
6. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
7. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)

    


8. "Weyward" by Emilia Hart (Griffin)
9. "This Could Be Us" by Kennedy Ryan (Forever)
10. "Swift and Saddled" by Lyla Sage (Dial) 
11. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
12. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
13. "Wildfire" by Hannah Grace (Atria)
14. "The Five-Star Weekend" by Elin Hilderbrand (Back Bay)
15. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
_____
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Eric Carmen, the Raspberries frontman and 'All by Myself' and 'Hungry Eyes' singer, dies at 74

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Raspberries LLC shows Eric Carmen performing in Cleveland on Dec. 14, 2007. Carmen, who fronted the power-pop 1970s band the Raspberries and later had soaring pop hits like ]


    

    
        
            
                    This image released by Raspberries LLC shows Eric Carmen performing in Cleveland on Dec. 14, 2007. Carmen, who fronted the power-pop 1970s band the Raspberries and later had soaring pop hits like "All by Myself" and "Hungry Eyes" from the hit "Dirty Dancing" soundtrack, has died. His death was announced on his website by his wife, Amy Carmen, who did not reveal a cause, saying only that he died "in his sleep, over the weekend." He was 74. (Gene Taylor/Raspberries LLC via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Singer-songwriter Eric Carmen, who fronted the power-pop 1970s band the Raspberries and later had soaring pop hits like "All by Myself" and "Hungry Eyes" from the hit "Dirty Dancing" soundtrack, has died. He was 74.
His death was announced on his website by his wife, Amy Carmen, who did not reveal a cause, saying only that he died "in his sleep, over the weekend."
"It brought him great joy to know, that for decades, his music touched so many and will be his lasting legacy," the message read.
Carmen had 13 songs in the Billboard Hot 100, including three in the Top 10. The Raspberries, which formed in Cleveland, had four Top 40 singles, including the Top 5 hit "Go All the Way."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Eric Carmen, the Raspberries frontman and 'All by Myself' and 'Hungry Eyes' singer, dies at 74.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on the death of a singer-songwriter from the 70s and 80s.

    

Formed in 1970, the Raspberries made four albums for Capitol Records and were known for their matching suits at a time when most bands had abandoned them.

    


"Almost every band had hair down to their waist and beards and ripped jeans and they looked like a bunch of hippies, and I wanted to get as far away from that as I could," Carmen told the Observer in 2017.
The Raspberries' second album, "Fresh," released in 1972, would be their highest charting, hitting No. 36 and featuring two Top 40 hits, "I Wanna Be With You" and "Let's Pretend."


The Raspberries ended their first run in 1975, two years after creative differences hastened the departures of drummer Jim Bonfanti and bassist Dave Smalley.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Carmen then launched a solo career and his self-titled debut included the soaring hit "All By Myself," which sold more than 1 million copies in the U.S. and reached No. 2 in 1976. His other hits included "Make Me Lose Control" -- a No. 3 hit on the Billboard Hot 100 in 1988 -- and he co-wrote "Almost Paradise," sung by Mike Reno and Ann Wilson, which peaked at No. 7 in 1984.
Carmen's albums include 1977's self-produced and autobiographical "Boats Against the Current," 1978's "Change of Heart" and 1980's "Tonight You're Mine." His songs "Nowhere to Hide" and "Desperate Fools" are soft rock classics.

    


In 1984, he released a second self-titled album, teaming up with Bob Gaudio from Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons. It had the single "I Wanna Hear It from Your Lips." In 1987, he had another massive hit when his recording of "Hungry Eyes" was featured on 1987's "Dirty Dancing" soundtrack, reaching the Top 5 on Billboard's Hot 100 and propelling the album to sales of over 32 million copies.
Carmen was born in Cleveland and was musical early, taking violin lessons at 6 and later learning piano and guitar. He was a student at John Carroll University when he joined a local group called Cyrus Erie. He and another Cyrus Erie member, guitarist Wally Bryson, joined forces with former members of a band called the Choir to form the Raspberries, combining melodies, guitar riffs and lush ballads.
He and the Raspberries reunited for a couple of shows in late 2004 at Cleveland's House of Blues, which led to dates around the country the following year and the album "Live on Sunset Strip," which included liner notes by no less a fan than Bruce Springsteen, who hailed the Raspberries as "THE great underrated power pop masters."

    


"It's more satisfying now to go onstage and play with these guys than it ever was," Carmen told The Plain Dealer in 2007. "It's also nice that after 30-some years, we finally seem to be eliciting the respect of the media and people who maybe the first time around didn't quite get it."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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From Asteroids to Guitar Hero, World Video Game Hall of Fame finalists draw from 4 decades

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by The Strong shows 12 finalists being considered for induction into the World Video Game Hall of Fame in Rochester, N.Y. Asteroids, Elite, Guitar Hero, Metroid, Myst, Neopets, Resident Evil, SimCity, Tokimeki Memorial, Tony Hawk's Pro Skater, Ultima, and You Don't Know Jack. Three or four of the finalists will be inducted in May following voting by a panel of judges and the public. (Evyn Morgan/The Strong via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This image provided by The Strong shows 12 finalists being considered for induction into the World Video Game Hall of Fame in Rochester, N.Y. Asteroids, Elite, Guitar Hero, Metroid, Myst, Neopets, Resident Evil, SimCity, Tokimeki Memorial, Tony Hawk's Pro Skater, Ultima, and You Don't Know Jack. Three or four of the finalists will be inducted in May following voting by a panel of judges and the public. (Evyn Morgan/The Strong via AP)
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                                        ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) -- The 12 finalists for the World Video Game Hall of Fame this year draw from four decades of gaming, from Atari Asteroids, played on coin-fed consoles in arcades, to Guitar Hero, for living-room rockers who compete on a plastic guitar.
Asteroids, which debuted in 1979 and Guitar Hero, which arrived in 2005, are nominated alongside 1980s launches Elite, Metroid, SimCity and Ultima, and from the 1990s: Myst, Neopets, Resident Evil, Tokimeki Memorial, Tony Hawk's Pro Skater, and You Don't Know Jack.
Fans are invited to vote online until March 21.
The Hall of Fame recognizes games for their longevity, geographic reach and influence on video game design and pop culture.
There is no shortage of contenders, according to Jon-Paul Dyson, director of International Center for the History of Electronic Games at The Strong Museum in Rochester, where the Hall of Fame is located. Thousands of nominations come in each year for electronic games of all types -- arcade, console, computer, handheld, and mobile.

    


"Asteroids is an icon of the late 70s arcade. Myst showed the potential of CD-ROM technology in the 90s. Neopets became a staple of browser-based, free games as we entered the 2000s. And Guitar Hero, which is less than 20 years old, has already proven its staying power," Dyson said in a news release revealing the finalists.




The three games that receive the most public votes will form a "Player's Choice" ballot, to be counted with other ballots submitted by members of a committee of journalists and scholars with video game expertise. The top vote getters will be inducted May 9.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More about the finalists, according to The Strong:
-- Asteroids sold more than 70,000 arcade units, becoming Atari's bestselling coin-operated game. A home version became available on the Atari 2600.
-- Elite, developed in Great Britain, pioneered innovative 3D graphics and the idea of open-world games by allowing players to control ships that roamed the galaxy.

    


-- Guitar Hero, with its licensed music and social gameplay, has sold more than 25 million units, earning more than $2 billion. It was launched by Harmonix and acquired by Activision.
-- Nintendo's Metroid with its protagonist, Samus, gave the gaming industry its first playable human female character in mainstream video games. The franchise has sold more than 20 million units worldwide.
-- Myst, released by Broderbund, became the best-selling computer game in the 1990s, selling more than 6 million copies. Early CD-ROM technology offered high storage capacity but slow loading times that fit the slow-paced, contemplative style of the game.
-- The browser-based, free-to-play Neopets offered a social component that allowed players to chat with each other and form guilds. With 25 million active users at its 2005 peak, it served as a testing ground for cyber safety mechanisms and immersive advertising.
-- Resident Evil, known as Biohazard in Japan, was the first game to popularize the "survival horror" genre. Created by game director Shinji Mikami and released by Capcom, Resident Evil inspired a franchise of films that have grossed more than $1.2 billion.

    


-- SimCity, released by Maxis, helped expand the audience for video games by offering an urban design simulator that appealed to both children and adults. 
-- Konami's Tokimeki Memorial elevated the dating simulator genre, offering a cohesive narrative, colorful graphics and engaging gameplay.
-- Tony Hawk's Pro Skater, launched by Neversoft/Activision in 1999, led to sequels that have generated about $1.4 billion in sales. The real-life skateboarder Hawk said the game "simultaneously ignited my career and overshadowed it."
-- Ultima, designed by Richard Garriott, is credited with helping to define and inspire the computer role-playing genre.
-- You Don't Know Jack reimagined the television game show for the home video game market. Streaming versions of the multiplayer game saw a boost during COVID-19 lockdowns.
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Yeezy shoe sales lead Adidas to plan to donate $150 million to anti-hate groups

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A sign advertises Yeezy shoes made by Adidas at Kickclusive, a sneaker resale store, in Paramus, N.J., on Oct. 25, 2022. Adidas said Wednesday March 13, 2024 that it's donated or is planning to give away more than $150 million to groups fighting antisemitism and other forms of hate from the sales of Yeezy shoes last year after it severed ties with Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: FILE - Kanye West, known as Ye, watches the first half of an NBA basketball game between the Washington Wizards and the Los Angeles Lakers, on March 11, 2022, in Los Angeles. Adidas said Wednesday March 13, 2024 that it's donated or is planning to give away more than $150 million to groups fighting antisemitism and other forms of hate from the sales of Yeezy shoes last year after it severed ties with Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: FILE - A sign advertises Yeezy shoes made by Adidas at Kickclusive, a sneaker resale store, in Paramus, N.J., Oct. 25, 2022. Shoe and sports clothing maker Adidas said Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, it had started a third sale of the Yeezy sneakers it was left with after severing ties with Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Adidas said Wednesday that it's donated or is planning to give away more than $150 million to groups fighting antisemitism and other forms of hate from the sales of Yeezy shoes last year after it severed ties with Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West.
The German sportswear brand had 1.2 billion euros ($1.3 billion) worth of popular Yeezy sneakers piled up in warehouses after it broke off its partnership with Ye in October 2022 over his antisemitic and other offensive comments on social media and in interviews. 
Adidas decided to sell some of the remaining shoes in batches, with two releases last year and another that launched late last month, and donate a portion of the proceeds to anti-hate groups.
The company has made donations to the Anti-Defamation League and the Philonise & Keeta Floyd Institute for Social Change, run by social justice advocate Philonise Floyd, the brother of George Floyd.

    


Net sales of what's left of Adidas' former banner line of sneakers brought in about 750 million euros last year, compared with over 1.2 billion euros in 2022, the company reported. 
Of the 300 million-euro profit it earned from the sales of Yeezy shoes last year, the company said it had given away or planned to donate over 140 million euros (about $152 million). 

    
        
    
Adidas said deciding to sell a big chunk of its Yeezy inventory and improved operations helped it pull out operating profit of 268 million euros last year, a nearly 60% plunge from the previous year. It blamed a high tax rate for ending the year with a net loss of 58 million euros, a massive turnaround from net income of 254 million euros in 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Although by far not good enough, 2023 ended better than what I had expected at the beginning of the year," said CEO Bjorn Gulden, who took over the top job last year.
Looking forward, Adidas expects to make about 250 million euros in sales of the remaining Yeezy shoes this year.

    


But the Herzogenaurach, Germany-based company points to North America as a persistent problem spot, expecting revenue to decline in the mid-single digits this year and grow everywhere else. It said that North America was "particularly affected by the negative Yeezy impact" and that revenue there dropped 16% last year.
Adidas expects to almost double operating profit to about 500 million euros this year despite "macroeconomic challenges and geopolitical tensions." It plans to further scale up popular shoe lines like Samba that are seeing "extraordinary demand," launch new ones and get a boost from major sports events like the Paris Olympics this summer.
Adidas shares were up slightly in late morning trading.
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Naomi Campbell's enduring fashion career will be celebrated with a London museum exhibition

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Model Naomi Campbell poses for photographers during a photocall to promote the upcoming exhibition 'Naomi: In Fashion' at the Victoria & Albert Museum celebrating her 40 years in fashion, at the at The Dorchester hotel, in London, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- After four decades in fashion, the queen of the catwalk is getting her own exhibition.
The Victoria and Albert Museum in London is launching "NAOMI: In Fashion," a celebration of Naomi Campbell's enduring career. The exhibition, which opens in June, will showcase memorable designer outfits worn by Campbell, one of the most recognizable models and Black women in the world.
"I'm honored to be asked by the V&A to share my life in clothes with the world," Campbell, 53, said in a statement.
Sonnet Stanfill, a fashion curator at the museum, called Campbell "one of the most prolific and influential figures in contemporary culture."
The exhibition will include some 100 looks and accessories from the biggest names in fashion, from Chanel and Dolce & Gabbana to Versace, Yves Saint Laurent, Alexander McQueen and many others.
Highlights include a 1989 Thierry Mugler car-inspired corset made from plastic and metal, a bubble-gum pink Valentino gown and feather cape Campbell wore at the 2019 Met Gala and staggeringly high Vivienne Westwood platform shoes worn by Campbell during her famous 1993 catwalk fall.

    


The London-born Campbell attended stage school from a young age and started her career at 8, when she began performing in music videos for Bob Marley and Culture Club.


The aspiring dancer was approached by a model agent when she was 15, and within two years she was strutting down catwalks in Paris and Milan. She was the first Black model to appear on the cover of Vogue France in 1988.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Part of the exhibition focuses on Campbell's personal and professional relationship with the late Tunisian-born designer Azzedine Alaia, who opened his Parisian home and studio to a young Campbell. She inspired his work, while he helped advance her career.
Curators said that the show will recognize Campbell's advocacy for equity in the fashion industry and support for emerging creative talents.
The exhibition will run from June 22 to April 2025.
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Musk abruptly cancels 'The Don Lemon Show' on X after he sits for the program's first interview

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk waves as he leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Musk abruptly canceled ]
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[image: FILE - Don Lemon attends the 15th annual CNN Heroes All-Star Tribute at the American Museum of Natural History on Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021, in New York. Elon Musk abruptly canceled ]
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[image: FILE - Don Lemon attends the 15th annual CNN Heroes All-Star Tribute at the American Museum of Natural History on Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021, in New York. Elon Musk abruptly canceled ]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Elon Musk abruptly canceled "The Don Lemon Show" on his social media network X after the former CNN anchor recorded an interview with the billionaire for its as-yet unaired first episode. 
Musk owns X, formerly known as Twitter, and frequently proclaims himself a "free speech absolutist." In a post on X, the San Francisco-based company said only that after careful consideration, it "decided not to enter into a commercial partnership with the show." It added that Lemon's show "is welcome to publish its content on X, without censorship, as we believe in providing a platform for creators to scale their work and connect with new communities."
In a video posted to X, Lemon declared that " Elon Musk is mad at me '' and said he will be airing his interview with the Tesla CEO on YouTube and via podcast on Monday.




Lemon didn't go into specifics about the source of Musk's alleged unhappiness, but wrote, "Throughout our conversation, I kept reiterating to him that although it was tense at times, I thought it was good for people to see and hear our exchange and that they would learn from our conversation."

    


"But apparently free speech absolutism doesn't apply when it comes to questions about him from people like me," he added.
In a later CNN discussion with Lemon on Monday, anchor Erin Burnett played clips of his Musk interview in which the Tesla and SpaceX CEO grew testy when asked about content moderation and the spread of hate speech on the X platform.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the clip, Lemon asked Musk if he believed that he and his social platform held any responsibility to moderate hate speech on X. He singled out the spread of the " great replacement theory," a racist belief that, in its most extreme form, falsely contends that Jews are behind a plot to diminish the influence of white people in the U.S.
Musk replied sharply that he doesn't have to answer questions from reporters. "The only reason I'm in this interview is because you're on the X platform and you asked for it," he said. "Otherwise I would not be doing this interview." When Lemon followed up with a question about the criticism Musk has faced over the issue of hate speech, the CEO replied, "I'm criticized constantly. I could care less."

    


X announced in January a "new content partnership" with Lemon for the show, saying it would post 30 minute episodes three times a week on subjects including politics, culture, sports and entertainment. That deal was part of the struggling platform's efforts to bolster its content offerings and attract advertisers. X also announced shows hosted by former member of Congress Tulsi Gabbard and sports radio host Jim Rome.
Lemon was fired by CNN last year after a 17-year run with the network. His ouster came a little over two months after he apologized for on-air comments about then-Republican presidential candidate Nikki Haley not being in "her prime" that he made during his short run as a morning show host.
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James Conlon to retire as Los Angeles Opera music director after 2025-26 season, end 20-year tenure

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Opera music director James Conlon, left, appears during a news conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 6, 2006. Conlon is retiring as music director of the Los Angeles Opera at the end of the 2025-26 season, ending a 20-year run that will have spanned half the company's history. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Los Angeles Opera music director James Conlon, left, appears during a news conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 6, 2006. Conlon is retiring as music director of the Los Angeles Opera at the end of the 2025-26 season, ending a 20-year run that will have spanned half the company's history. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)
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                                        James Conlon will retire as music director of the Los Angeles Opera at the end of the 2025-26 season, ending a 20-year run that will have spanned half the company's history.
Conlon made the announcement Wednesday, five days before his 74th birthday. He will become conductor laureate in 2026-27 and intends to return to the LA Opera as a guest conductor.
"It will be my 20th anniversary as the music director. It will be the 40th anniversary of the company. We wanted to do that together," Conlon said in a telephone interview. "I am not retiring. I'm not stopping conducting. I have a lot of other activities I'm going to do. But I'm a certain age. I'm going to be 76 years old by then."
The LA Opera began performances in 1986 and Kent Nagano became principal conductor in 2001-02, then was promoted to music director in 2003. Conlon replaced him for 2006-07 and has led more than 460 performances in LA of 68 operas by 32 composers.

    


"He's made a titanic impact," company CEO Christopher Koelsch said. "It felt like the right time for generational change."
Conlon anticipates his performance total will reach 500 by the time he steps down.




"I want to devote myself more urgently to other things about American musical life that I think are bigger and more important than any individual orchestra or opera company and that is education, gaining back the audience," Conlon said. "I remember how things were in New York public school system when I grew up in the '50s and '60s. ... We all know that that disappeared a long time ago, and we are seeing the effects in the audience in our country. We didn't create this problem -- orchestras, opera companies, chamber music series -- but we have to fix it."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Conlon was principal conductor of the Rotterdam Philharmonic from 1983-91, general music director of Cologne, Germany, from 1989-2002, principal conductor of the Paris Opera from 1995-2005 and principal conductor of the RAI National Symphony Orchestra in Italy from 2016-20. He also was music director of the Cincinnati May Festival from 1979-2016 and the Ravinia Festival, summer home of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, from 2005-15.

    


In LA, Conlon launched a Recovered Voices project to bring attention to works of composers suppressed by Nazi Germany, including Alexander Zemlinsky's "Eine Florentinische Tragodie (A Florentine Tragedy)" and "Der Zwerg (The Dwarf)," Viktor Ullmann's "Der Zerbrochene Krug (The Broken Jug)," Walter Braunfels' "Die Vogel (The Birds)," Franz Schreker's "Die Gezeichneten (The Stigmatized)." He plans to continue with the project in LA and elsewhere.
"Recovered Voices is a part of my life that goes beyond Los Angeles Opera and will continue, and you can be sure you'll see more of that in the future," Conlon said. "I will never live to see the end of that mission. It takes time. And it is an example of how easy it is for humanity to destroy and how difficult it is to rebuild."
Conlon conducted the company's first production of Wagner's "Der Ring des Nibelungen," a complete cycle in 2010 staged by Achim Freyer, and also led "L'amant anonyme (The Anonymous Lover)" by Joseph Bologne, a Black composer from 18th-century France. This season includes "Highway 1, USA" by William Grant Still, a Black American composer who faced prejudice.

    


Koelsch will appoint a search committee that includes musicians and hopes to have a successor start in 2026-27.
"There's so many extraordinarily exciting conductors that are emerging," he said, "Involving musicians in that process, I think that's important that they have a voice in the selection of their new leader."
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Judge schedules sentencing for movie armorer in fatal shooting by Alec Baldwin

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A jury convicted a movie weapons supervisor of involuntary manslaughter on Wednesday in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer by actor Alec Baldwin during a rehearsal on the set of the Western movie "Rust." (March 6) (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: FILE - "Rust" movie armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed stands by her defense team during her involuntary manslaughter trial, Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at the First Judicial District Courthouse in Santa Fe, N.M. A jury convicted Gutierrez-Reed of involuntary manslaughter Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer by actor Alec Baldwin during a rehearsal on the set of the Western movie "Rust." (Jim Weber/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this image taken from video released by the Santa Fe County Sheriff's Office, Alec Baldwin speaks with investigators following a fatal shooting on a movie set in Santa Fe, N.M. A jury convicted movie armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed of involuntary manslaughter Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in the fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins by actor Alec Baldwin during a rehearsal on the set of the Western movie ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - In this image taken from video released by the Santa Fe County Sheriff's Office, Alec Baldwin speaks with investigators following a fatal shooting on a movie set in Santa Fe, N.M. A jury convicted movie armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed of involuntary manslaughter Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in the fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins by actor Alec Baldwin during a rehearsal on the set of the Western movie "Rust." Baldwin has been indicted on a charge of involuntary manslaughter and has pleaded not guilty ahead of a July trial date. (Santa Fe County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This aerial photo shows the Bonanza Creek Ranch in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Oct. 23, 2021, used for the film "Rust." A jury convicted movie armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed of involuntary manslaughter Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in the fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins by actor Alec Baldwin during a rehearsal on the set of the Western movie "Rust." Baldwin has been indicted on a charge of involuntary manslaughter and has pleaded not guilty ahead of a July trial date. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- A judge has scheduled sentencing next month for a movie set armorer convicted of involuntary manslaughter in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer by Alec Baldwin on the set of the Western film "Rust," court records indicated Wednesday.
Armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed was convicted by a jury last week in the shooting on the outskirts of Santa Fe, New Mexico, during a rehearsal in October 2021. Baldwin was indicted by a grand jury in January and has pleaded not guilty to an involuntary manslaughter charge, with trial set for July.
Santa Fe-based Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer set aside two hours for Gutierrez-Reed's sentencing hearing on the morning of April 15. Marlowe Sommer also is assigned to oversee Baldwin's trial.
Involuntary manslaughter carries a felony sentence of up to 18 months in prison and a $5,000 fine. Gutierrez-Reed is being held pending sentencing at the Santa Fe County Adult Detention Facility.

    


Defense attorney Jason Bowles indicated last week that Gutierrez-Reed plans to appeal the conviction. 
Baldwin was pointing a gun at cinematographer Halyna Hutchins when the revolver went off, killing Hutchins and wounding director Joel Souza. Baldwin has maintained that he pulled back the gun's hammer, but not the trigger.




Prosecutors blamed Gutierrez-Reed at a two-week trial for unwittingly bringing live ammunition onto the set of "Rust" where it was expressly prohibited. They also said she failed to follow basic gun-safety protocols.
"Rust" assistant director and safety coordinator Dave Halls last year pleaded no contest to negligent handling of a firearm and completed a sentence of six months unsupervised probation.
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Olivia Munn reveals she was diagnosed with breast cancer and underwent a double mastectomy

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Olivia Munn arrives at Chanel's 15th Annual Pre-Oscar Awards Dinner on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at the Beverly Hills Hotel in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)]
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[image: John Mulaney, left, and Olivia Munn arrive at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: John Mulaney, left, and Olivia Munn arrive at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        Olivia Munn has revealed that she was diagnosed with breast cancer and underwent a double mastectomy, thanking her doctors and urging fans to calculate their own risk assessment.
"I'm lucky. We caught it with enough time that I had options. I want the same for any woman who might have to face this one day," the 43-year-old actor posted on Instagram on Wednesday with photos and a video of her being treated at a hospital.
Munn said she took a genetic test in February 2023 that checks for 90 different cancer genes and was negative for all. Even so, her doctor decided to calculate her Breast Cancer Risk Assessment Score and that "saved my life," Munn wrote.
Recording a high score, Munn had imaging tests and then got a biopsy, which found she had an aggressive form of cancer in both breasts. She had a double mastectomy 30 days after the biopsy and has had four surgeries in the past 10 months. She said she kept it private because "I needed to catch my breath and get through some of the hardest parts before sharing."

    


Munn thanked family and friends, especially her partner, comedian John Mulaney, "for being there before I went into each surgery and being there when I woke up, always placing framed photos of our little boy Malcolm so it would be the first thing I saw when I opened my eyes."
Munn was a correspondent on "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart" and her movie credits include "Magic Mike," "The Predator," "Office Christmas Party" and "X-Men: Apocalypse."
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A family is shaken in Peacock's 'Apples Never Fall,' starring Annette Bening

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In the new Peacock limited series "Apples Never Fall," Annette Bening plays a wife and mother who goes missing. Her adult children are suspicious of their father, portrayed by Sam Neill. It's based on a novel of the same name by Liane Moriarty, who also wrote "Big Little Lies" and "Nine Perfect Strangers."
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    [image: This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill, left, and Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]
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This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill, left, and Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows, from second left, Jake Lacy, Essie Randles, Alison Brie and Conor Merrigan-Turner in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Vince Valituttiin/Peacock via AP)]
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This image released by Peacock shows, from second left, Jake Lacy, Essie Randles, Alison Brie and Conor Merrigan-Turner in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Vince Valituttiin/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Jake Lacy in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Jake Lacy in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Jake Lacy in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Sam Neill in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 24
This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Alison Brie in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Alison Brie in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Alison Brie in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Essie Randles in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Essie Randles in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Essie Randles in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Jasin Boland/Peacock via AP)
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[image: Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 24 | Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Annette Bening poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Alison Brie poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Jake Lacy poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Georgia Flood poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Conor Merrigan Turner poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Essie Randles poses for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Vince Valituttiin/Peacock via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Vince Valituttiin/Peacock via AP)
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This image released by Peacock shows Annette Bening in a scene from "Apples Never Fall." (Vince Valituttiin/Peacock via AP)
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[image: Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles, from left, pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles, from left, pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles, from left, pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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[image: Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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Georgia Flood, from left, Conor Merrigan Turner, Jake Lacy, Annette Bening, Alison Brie and Essie Randles pose for a portrait to promote "Apples Never Fall" on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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                                        There's a scene in the new Peacock drama " Apples Never Fall " in which Annette Bening 's character weeps after having too much to drink at a family party. "Nobody can break your heart like your own children," she laments.
Bening, a mother of four with husband Warren Beatty, understands something about parent-child relationships. She emphasizes her character's emotions with a line from Shakespeare.
"'Sharper than a serpent's tooth it is to have a thankless child,'" she said in an interview. "We are so vulnerable to our children for sure. Our children also have their own fate. And as a parent, you want to protect your kids."
In the show premiering Thursday, Bening plays Joy Delaney, a wife and mother with four adult children. She and her husband, Stan, played by Sam Neill, are the retired owners of a tennis academy and are now trying to fill their days with purpose. Chaos ensues when Joy goes missing and the Delaney children become suspicious of their father. Long-kept secrets are revealed. 

    


The show is told in two timelines: present day, and the past that led up to Joy's disappearance. Bening said that's when we really see the Delaneys as an authentic family.




"You know how just the look from one person to another can be enough to either signal a problem, piss you off, or make you really want to die of laughter? I mean, I'm one of four, and I still do," she said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My mom is 95. I can still make my siblings laugh imitating my mother. We all have these unspoken things that go on in a family. And that's really what this is about. What's upspoken, what's unearthed and what lies are revealed."
Neill found the complications of his own character compelling. "I've seldom played a character as complex as this," he said.
"I found him wonderful to play with, although he's dangerous. He's capable of anything. He has these rather alarming alpha male tendencies, but he's also vulnerable and ridiculous. He's very reactive to what's going on. I wouldn't want to be married to him," he joked.

    


Allison Brie plays Amy, one of Sam and Joy's daughters. Just because the children immediately question their father's behavior after their mother's disappearance, she said, doesn't mean it's an open and shut case.
"I think the audience will find, as I found reading episode to episode and reading the book, that minute to minute, episode to episode, you think it's one person, then you maybe think it's another person," Brie said.
"Apples Never Fall" is based on a novel of the same name by Australian author Liane Moriarty, who also wrote " Big Little Lies " and " Nine Perfect Strangers."
If you've read the book, don't assume you know how the story will end, said Essie Randles, who plays daughter Brooke Delaney.
"I don't think it's a secret that our series in slightly differently than the book," she said. "When we first received episode six and seven, I went down to the beach where we were staying and read them, and I burst into tears and cried and cried because I was struck by how much hurt there is in this family, without giving anything away. I found it really, really touching."

    


Despite the Delaneys' dysfunction on screen, the cast -- who filmed the series in Queensland, Australia -- says they bonded on set to a degree that is rare in showbiz.
"If you're all stuck in a foreign land together, that's what you do," explained Neill. "In this case, there were some of the funniest people I've ever worked with or met. It was a kind of riot. I find actors -- for all this ridiculousness -- to be the warmest, smartest, funniest people around. They're my people."
Brie added: "Sometimes you meet people and you have true, immediate chemistry. We all felt that as a family. I'm sure it really does start with Sam and Annette."
Neill arranged movie nights for the actors, including an Annette Bening Film Festival where they would screen her films.
"He took it very seriously," recalled Jake Lacy, who plays oldest child Troy.
"He made it as serious as a wedding invitation," added Conor Merrigan Turner, who plays Logan, the youngest.

    


Lacy said Bening attended those movie nights with an ease about her that made everyone in the room comfortable.
"She wasn't self-conscious about it. It was fun to get together and kind of go like, 'Hey, you're amazing at this,' and then she felt free to go, 'When we shot that scene, this thing was happening,' or any other little tidbit that's so cool to hear about."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/annette-bening-apples-never-fall-liane-moriarty-ec712fcdb3809528a86404b9857d8ba1
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PBS tells a winding and forever love story with the series 'Alice & Jack'

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by PBS shows Domhnall Gleeson, left, and Andrea Riseborough in a scene from MASTERPIECE "Alice & Jack," premiering Sunday March 17 on PBS. (Kurt Patzak/Fremantle/PBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | This image released by PBS shows Domhnall Gleeson, left, and Andrea Riseborough in a scene from MASTERPIECE "Alice & Jack," premiering Sunday March 17 on PBS. (Kurt Patzak/Fremantle/PBS via AP)
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[image: This image released by PBS shows Domhnall Gleeson, right, and Andrea Riseborough in a scene from MASTERPIECE "Alice & Jack," premiering Sunday March 17 on PBS. (Fremantle/PBS via AP)]
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[image: Andrea Riseborough arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Andrea Riseborough attends the premiere of HBO's "The Regime" at the American Museum of Natural History on Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Andrea Riseborough arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Andrea Riseborough attends the premiere of HBO's "The Regime" at the American Museum of Natural History on Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Like most kids, Victor Levin was raised on fairy tales -- and still resents it. Those stories in books, movies and TV that inevitably ended up with everyone happily ever after -- and they seemed dishonest.
"It's nonsense," says the writer-producer. "We human beings are deeply flawed creatures, and sometimes from the best of intentions, we make grotesque mistakes and hurt each other. This is the nature of being human and this is the nature of love. It's messy."
Levin is ready to prove his point with the powerful new six-part PBS "Masterpiece" series, "Alice & Jack," which traces a modern couple spending years in the messy, giddy, crazy push-pull of love.
"This is a very valuable emotion that can do great things. It can also hurt people, but it can do great, great things. Let's not take it for granted," says Levin, who previously worked on the series "Mad Men" and "Mad About You."

    


"Alice & Jack," which starts airing Sunday, stars Andrea Riseborough and Domhnall Gleeson as they come together, fall apart and reunite, through marriages to others, births and death. Their gravitational pull remains.




"They really leave a huge mess in their wake, but they also are clearly meant to be connected for the time that they're on this earth," says Riseborough. "I think that, in of itself, is something that's very hopeful and something that I really identified with -- the imperfect nature of love." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alice and Jack don't exactly meet-cute. They connect on a dating app and their first date is at a pub. They go back to her place, but in the morning he is bluntly told to leave. "I'll call you?" he offers. "Thank you, but if it's OK with you, I'd rather you didn't," she responds.
Time and circumstances seem to conspire against this pair. "You're like the incarnation of everything I've ever wanted," she tells him. Yet she's not ready, still having to process a dark childhood. Years later, he chooses to get married to another woman. "We throw away our blessings at our peril," he tells her.

    


Levin says it's taken decades for him to create a project that tries to answer the question: Are the forces that bring us together stronger than the ones that would tear us apart? 
"Ultimately, I am not smart enough to know any answers. But maybe every now and then I ask the right question. And so my job, as I see it, is to give you something to think about after you shut the TV off," he says. 
"Alice & Jack" takes place in London but Levin originally intended it to be set in New York City. "I would like to think that it could be in any city, with any two people," he says.
His choice of the actors wasn't negotiable, however. Levin is a huge fan of Riseborough and Gleeson and waited for both to be available to do "Alice & Jack." He adored their acting but also their ability to listen.
"I knew that a lot of this story was going to be told on reactions. That is to say, not just the person who's speaking, but also the person who is receiving the information," Levin says. "You are learning as much from the person who is listening as you are from the person who is speaking."

    


With Riseborough and Gleeson, he had two fine actors who also happened to have been paired up in the past onscreen -- they were partners in "Never Let Me Go" and brother and sister in "Shadow Dancer."
"So I had great speakers, great listeners, great talents, great brains, by the way," says Levin. "Just intellectually brilliant people -- emotionally high IQs, comedically high IQ, dramatically high IQ. I mean, that's winning the lottery for a writer."
Levin lured each actor with finished scripts for the first and last episodes and a sketch map for where he wanted to go in between. The writer then used the actors' idiosyncrasies and put them into the characters as he finished the project. "He injected us into the story," Riseborough says. 
Levin hopes "Alice & Jack" can spark conversations among viewers about romantic love but also other forms of love -- like fraternal, familial and parental. 
"We are living in a very troubled world and if you can say for a second, 'Let's talk about love and what it means and how we can show it respect and treasure it, not ask too much of it, but ask a lot of it, understand what it is and how valuable it is' -- if we can have that conversation for a second, I think that can only be helpful." 
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alice-jack-pbs-3a112776a379fe7d2cf0e9a839171c59
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'The Girls on the Bus' takes you on a soapy ride with reporters following presidential campaigns

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new drama series on Max follows female journalists on the campaign trail for the presidential election. "The Girls on the Bus'' stars Melissa Benoist as a newspaper reporter who befriends three other female journalists on the road, each representing different types and ideologies of journalism. 
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    [image: This image released by Max shows Christina Elmore, left, and Melissa Benoist in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Max shows Melissa Benoist, from left, Carla Gugino, Christina Elmore and Natasha Benham in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Max shows Scott Foley, left, and Melissa Benoist in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | This image released by Max shows Scott Foley, left, and Melissa Benoist in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
This image released by Max shows Scott Foley, left, and Melissa Benoist in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Max shows Melissa Benoist, left, and Carla Gugino in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | This image released by Max shows Melissa Benoist, left, and Carla Gugino in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
This image released by Max shows Melissa Benoist, left, and Carla Gugino in a scene from "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By ALICIA RANCILIO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Just in time for election year, a new Max series called " The Girls on the Bus " follows female journalists who are part of a traveling press corps with presidential candidates on the campaign trail. 
These candidates are fictional but may be a reminder to people more familiar. They include Felicity Walker -- played by Hettienne Park -- who came close to winning the presidency four years prior and is trying again, and Hayden Wells Garrett, an "awe-shucks" widower war vet who is mayor of a Midwest town and considered a longshot. Scott Foley plays candidate Garrett. Mark Consuelos recurs as an action star seeking to add the role of president to his credits. The series premieres Thursday.
Julie Plec ("The Vampire Diaries") executive produces and co-created the show with Amy Chozick, who wrote "Chasing Hillary" in 2018, about following Clinton's presidential pursuits for the New York Times.

    


"You can literally equate this presidential election and the state of American politics over the last decade to the worst reality show you've ever had to sit through," said Plec in a recent interview. "To be able to embrace that idea and put it into this show does make it feel really of the moment and yet also timeless."


Melissa Benoist produces and stars as Sadie McCarthy, a newspaper reporter who romanticizes old school journalists by often wearing a short-brim fedora and imagining conversations with Hunter S. Thompson. When Sadie's not taking calls from her editor, played by Griffin Dunne, who demands "get me copy," she befriends three other female journalists on the road.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Grace, played by Carla Gugino, is a respected seasoned reporter who has a knack for getting exclusives but whose relationship with her daughter has suffered because she's rarely home. There's also Kimberlyn, a Black on-air reporter at a conservative cable news outlet, played by Christina Elmore. Lola, portrayed by Natasha Behnam, is the newbie of the group who works in new media, often going live on TikTok and writing a Substack newsletter. She scoffs at the traditional journalism practices of the other women.

    


Benoist was first approached about the series after she had wrapped a six-season stint as "Supergirl." She was enjoying the break by taking her son to the park when she got a call about "The Girls on the Bus." 
"I've always considered myself a really informed citizen," said Benoist. "I still get a hard copy of the New York Times every day. But I did not know anything about the field. And I have to say, I have such a newfound respect for journalism and political journalism, especially the people that are on the campaign trail. I look at my news so differently now, and I really loved learning about it."
To prepare, Chozick gave Benoist a list of materials to check out, including Alexandra Pelosi 's "Journeys with George," a documentary from her time as an embed covering then-Texas Gov. George W. Bush's run for president in 2000. Chozick also suggested the book "What it Takes: The Way to the White House" by Richard Ben Cramer. "I went through withdrawal when I was done with that book," said the actor.

    


"I see so much more than a byline now on an article, and I'm so glad to have that perspective. Now I digest news very differently."
Aside from media and politics, Benoist and Gugino's favorite thing about the series is that it underscores the relationship of the core four women.
"You have these complicated, interesting women who all come from different backgrounds, different ideologies, different generations, and they are theoretically competitors, yet ultimately end up valuing each other over any of that," said Gugino.
"Women supporting each other goes so much further than being pitted against each other," adds Benoist.
Throughout the episodes, the characters debate journalism ethics and ideologies and whether text, video or digital is the best medium. Behnam's character Lola declares, "Print is dead. Cable is for old people." Lola argues that the others are too rigid in beliefs that are unrealistic because a bias is only natural on some topics.

    


"We wanted to create journalists from all different walks of life is because we get to have those debates that are happening in every newsroom in America and every journalism school," explained Chozick. "Lola is arguing a point I've heard young journalists make or aspiring journalists make, that objectivity is sort of a myth. It's impossible not to bring your own perspectives into a story."
Elmore says her role made her more aware of the potential hurdles a Black conservative journalist can encounter.
"I can't imagine what an othering experience that must be for her to be someone who does have conservative values and conservative political point of view but also believes in the innate value of who she is and her perspective."
"The Girls on the Bus" isn't all about scoops and deadlines, but there is a central mystery about a secret source that weaves throughout and intensifies deeper into the season. It also explores the characters' relationships and family drama and shows unvarnished moments with the candidates, which was particularly enjoyable for Foley.

    


"I like the duality of my character. I don't even know if they know what they're going to do next season, but I'm interested to find out where it goes," said Foley, who noted the dual sides of his characters in "Felicity" and then "Scandal."
"Playing Noel years ago allows me to play these characters because producers and audiences of a certain age now, they think of Noel and they don't think, 'Oh, there's going to be a turn,' you know," Foley said.
___
This story corrects the spelling of Richard Ben Cramer.
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Jelly Roll, Kelsea Ballerini, Lainey Wilson, Megan Moroney, Cody Johnson lead CMT Music Awards noms

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows country music stars Megan Moroney, left, performing April 2, 2023, in Austin, Texas, Jelly Roll performing Feb. 2, 2024, in Los Angeles, center, and Kelsea Ballerini performing Sept. 11, 2023, in Newark, N.J. (AP Photo)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Jelly Roll, Kelsea Ballerini, Lainey Wilson, Megan Moroney, and Cody Johnson are the leading nominees for the 2024 CMT Music Awards, celebrating the best in country music videos.
On Wednesday, CMT announced the nominees for their fan-voted awards show, where the five artists are tied with three nominations apiece. 
Ballerini will also host the show, live from Austin, Texas' Moody Center on Sunday, April 7 beginning at 8 p.m. EDT/PDT.
All -- save for Moroney -- are up for the night's biggest honor, video of the year, which has 16 contenders, not including featured artists.
Also nominated in the category: Ashley McBryde, Brandy Clark featuring Brandi Carlile (for "Dear Insecurity," which won Clark her first Grammy last month ), Mickey Guyton featuring Kane Brown, Brothers Osbourne, Darius Rucker, HARDY, Jordan Davis, Kacey Musgraves, Parmalee, Tyler Childers, Zach Bryan and Jason Aldean (for "Let Your Boys Be Country," not "Try That in a Small Town," which CMT pulled last year in response to an outcry over its setting and lyrics.)

    


For Jelly Roll, it is his first nomination in the category. Last year, he was the CMT Music Awards' most awarded artist, taking home three trophies. 




There are also 14 first-time nominees this year, a list that includes some acts that go beyond country music -- a direct reflection of CMT's spotlight on genre-blending collaborations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Those new names include Amber Riley, Ashley Cooke, Anne Wilson, Ella Langley, The Castellows, Tigirlily Gold, Bret Michaels, Chayce Beckham, Hozier, Koe Wetzel, Stephen Wilson Jr., Tyler Childers, Warren Zeiders, and Zach Bryan.
In the female video of the year category, Ashley McBryde, Gabby Barrett, Kacey Musgraves, Kelsea Ballerini, Lainey Wilson, Megan Moroney and Reba McEntire square off. 
In the breakthrough female video of the year, its Anne Wilson, Ashley Cooke, Brittney Spencer and Tigirlily Gold. Morgan Wallen, one of the genre's top stars, received only one nomination: for male video of the year for "Last Night (One Record at a Time Sessions)." He's up against Bailey Zimmerman's "Religiously," Cody Johnson's "The Painter," HARDY's "Truck Bed," Jelly Roll's "Need A Favor," Jordan Davis' "Next Thing You Know" and Luke Combs' "Fast Car (Official Live Video)."

    


Wallen's 2023 album, "One Thing at a Time," spent 19 weeks at No. 1 on the all-genre Billboard 200 chart, making it the most popular album of any style last year. Its run broke a record previously held by Garth Brooks's 1991 LP "Ropin' the Wind" by becoming the longest reigning No. 1 country album, ever.
In the breakthrough male video of the year category, Chayce Beckham, Tyler Childers, Warren Zeiders and Zach Bryan go head-to-head.
The show will air on CBS and stream live to Paramount+ who also have have a Showtime subscription. Otherwise, it will be available to stream on Paramount+ the following day.
Fans can vote for their favorite music videos at vote.cmt.com. Voting for the coveted "video of the year" award will remain open into the live show. 
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Chris Wallace looks back at Nixon-Kennedy election in the book 'Countdown 1960

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Moderator Chris Wallace speaks as President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden participate in the first presidential debate in Cleveland on Sept. 29, 2020. Wallace has written a book on the race between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. The race was narrowly won by Kennedy and featured the first televised presidential debates. Dutton announced Wednesday that ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Moderator Chris Wallace speaks as President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden participate in the first presidential debate in Cleveland on Sept. 29, 2020. Wallace has written a book on the race between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. The race was narrowly won by Kennedy and featured the first televised presidential debates. Dutton announced Wednesday that "Countdown 1960: The Behind-the-Scenes Story of the 311 Days that Changed America's Politics Forever" will be published Oct. 8. (Olivier Douliery/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Longtime newsman Chris Wallace isn't only thinking about this year's presidential election. 
The CNN anchor has written a book on the race between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon, narrowly won by Kennedy, that featured the first televised presidential debates. Dutton announced Wednesday that "Countdown 1960: The Behind-the-Scenes Story of the 311 Days that Changed America's Politics Forever" will be published Oct. 8. 
"The 1960 presidential election changed everything," Wallace said in a statement. "It was the first to be conducted largely on television. The first to feature debates between the two major party candidates. The first where both candidates were born in the 20th century."
Wallace added: The 1960 campaign was "marked by allegations the election had been stolen," a precursor to Donald Trump's baseless allegations that the 2020 election was stolen and that he did not lose to Joe Biden.
Wallace co-wrote the new book with Mitch Weiss, who also collaborated with Wallace on the bestsellers "Countdown 1945" and "Countdown bin Laden."
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Karl Wallinger, ex-member of The Waterboys and creative force behind World Party, dies

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Karl Wallinger from World Party, right, with Gary Kemp from Spandau Ballet, left, Joe Strummer from The Clash, second left, Keith Allen from Fat Les at Tower Records in Piccadilly, central London, Sept. 14, 2000, where they backed a national organisation called Future Forests. Karl Wallinger, the multi-instrumentalist and solo force behind the band World Party and former member of The Waterboys, has died at age 66. His publicist says Wallinger passed away Sunday March 12, 2024, his publicist said. (Kirsty Wigglesworth/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Karl Wallinger, the multi-instrumentalist and solo force behind the band World Party and former member of The Waterboys, has died. 
Wallinger, 66, passed away Sunday, his publicist said. No cause of death was announced.
Wallinger had worked as musical director for a production of "The Rocky Horror Show" in London's West End when he was recruited on keyboards for The Waterboys in 1983, playing synthesizer and singing backup vocals on their most commercially successful song, "The Whole of the Moon."
Waterboys founder Mike Scott called him "one of the finest musicians I've ever known" in a post Monday on X, formerly Twitter. "Travel on well my old friend," he said.
Creative differences with Scott led Wallinger to go his own way in 1985 to start World Party, where he created a sound infused with influences of the Beatles, Bob Dylan, Van Morrison and Sly Stone.

    


"It just became obvious that it wasn't going to go anywhere than where it's gone," Wallinger told Penny Black Music in 2022 interview. "(Mike Scott) was controlling, and that was it, he wasn't into doing anything together."




World Party was better received critically than commercially and despite landing several tunes on the pop music charts, it was more embraced by alternative radio. 
"Ship of Fools" reached No. 5 on Billboard's mainstream rock chart in the U.S. in 1987. "Way Down Now," went to No. 1 on the Billboard alternative chart in the U.S. in 1990. "Is it Like Today" was his biggest hit in the U.K., reaching No. 19 in 1993. Wallinger's song "She's the One" became a No. 1 single for Robbie Williams in 1999.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wallinger worked on Sinead O'Connor's debut album, The Lion and the Cobra, and she lent her vocals to his second album, "Goodbye Jumbo," which was nominated for a Grammy for best alternative music performance. Q Magazine named Jumbo is 1990 album of the year. 

    


Wallinger was one of many artists who recorded with Peter Gabriel for his Big Blue Ball album.
Gabriel said on X that he was shocked and saddened to learn of the death. He said he admired Wallinger's work from afar but reached a new level of appreciation when they worked together on what he said was the most creative and fun week he ever had in the studio.
"Karl was overflowing with wonderful musical ideas that blew us all away, all delivered with terrible jokes that had us laughing uncontrollably all day and night," Gabriel said. "He was such a gifted, natural writer and player, it was a tap that he could turn on at will, effortlessly."
Mike Andrews of Enable Music, an artist management company in the U.K., who worked with Wallinger on a couple albums, called him a "genius who was never appreciated as widely as (he) should have been."
Wallinger served as musical director for the 1994 Ben Stiller-directed film "Reality Bites," starring Ethan Hawke and Winona Ryder.
Wallinger grew up in Prestatyn, Wales, where as a teen he played in PAX, a punk band with Nigel Twist and Dave Sharp, who would go on to form The Alarm. Twist recalled on Instagram that they would hammer out tunes in the loft of Wallinger's home.

    


Twist called him "an extraordinary talent, gifted singer/songwriter and multi-talented musician and producer."
"His songs never fail to reach deep inside and touch your soul," Twist said. "No matter how you feel, his music would fill you with joy and hope and above all, love, for a better world."
In 2001, Wallinger had a brain aneurysm and spent years learning how to speak again and play instruments. He returned to touring five years later but never released any more albums. 
During his Penny Black Music interview, Wallinger said William's hit cover of "She's the One" had rescued him financially after his health setback.
"It was lucky for me that he did it, because he kept us all in biscuits," Wallinger said. "Everything would have changed; I'd have had to have sold the kids. Got rid of the house and dismantle everything."
Wallinger is survived by his wife Suzie Zamit, son Louis Wallinger, daughter Nancy Zamit and two grandchildren.
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'The Fall Guy,' a love letter to stunt performers, premieres at SXSW

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Coming nearly straight from the Oscars with a truck full of Ken-ergy, Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt rolled into SXSW to premiere "The Fall Guy." (March 13)
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    [image: Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Ryan Gosling, left, and Emily Blunt arrive in the bed of a pickup truck for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Director David Leitch, from left, Ryan Gosling and Kelly McCormick, arrive for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Emily Blunt arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Emily Blunt arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Hannah Waddingham arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Hannah Waddingham arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Emily Blunt arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Emily Blunt arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Ryan Gosling arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Hannah Waddingham arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Hannah Waddingham arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Winston Duke arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Winston Duke arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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[image: Stephanie Hsu arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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Stephanie Hsu arrives for the world premiere of "The Fall Guy" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Coming nearly straight from the Oscars with a truck full of Kenergy, Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt rolled into the South By Southwest Film and TV Festival to premiere "The Fall Guy," an affectionate, action-fueled ode to stunt work and the dedicated professionals that throw their bodies into filmmaking.
"The Fall Guy," directed by stuntman-turned-filmmaker David Leitch, was perhaps the most anticipated world premiere to hit this year's edition of SXSW. Given that Blunt and Gosling were both coming off Sunday's Oscars where they were each nominated -- and where Gosling's "I'm Just Ken" brought the house down -- the buzz was even stronger Tuesday night.
"Don't worry, I'm not going to sing. I promise," Gosling said before the film, prompting the crowd to boo.




But that was the only sound of disappointment that emanated from the raucous Austin, Texas, audience that lapped up every minute of "The Fall Guy," an action movie loosely based on the 1980s TV series that Universal will open in theaters May 3.

    


In the film, Gosling stars as Colt Seavers, stunt double for a major movie star named Tom Ryder (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) who, after a back-breaking fall, is coaxed into returning to set to work on the sci-fi directorial debut of his lost love (Blunt). "The Fall Guy" has wall-to-wall action set pieces, both staged in the movie-within-the-movie and that occur in off-set adventures.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We really wanted to celebrate crews and the magic behind the scenes," said Leitch, who was Brad Pitt's stunt double, among others, before making his first feature, 2014's "John Wick." His last film, "Bullet Train," also starred Pitt.
But that clever bit of casting had nothing on the playful role reversals of "The Fall Guy." It features a megawatt A-lister playing a stuntman whose face is treated like a liability for movie, acting alongside many of the stunt workers who actually worked on "The Fall Guy." That includes Logan Holladay, who performed Gosling's stunts, like a record-breaking car crash with 8 1/2 rolls.

    


"There's a moment in the film where he buckles me in for a stunt he's about to do. And after it happens, I come out of the car and he pats me on the back for a stunt he just did," Gosling said. "What I love about this movie is that in any other film you would not know that, but in this film, you do."
The SXSW premiere of "The Fall Guy" came with some of its own stunts. A pair of motorcycles sped through the crowds milling outside the Paramount Theater before Blunt and Gosling arrived in the back of a pick-up.
Blunt and Gosling weren't the only ones fresh from the Academy Awards. Leitch and his wife, Kelly McCormick, (a producer on "The Fall Guy") produced a clip reel of stunts for the telecast. Though stunt performance isn't an Oscar category (a sore point that comes up in "The Fall Guy"), Leitch thinks it will happen soon. The academy recently voted to add an Oscar for casting.
"I do feel it's changing," Leitch said. "I think the academy wants it and it's going to happen."

    


But, in the meantime, "The Fall Guy" seeks to give stunt performers - among other crew members - a moment in the spotlight. 
"There are so many cynical movies about movie making. But the truth is in my experience, everyone cares so much," Gosling said. "Even if it's a prop, even if it's a mug, the prop person will bring out 10 mugs and will have broken one of the handles and glued it back because they thought maybe it broke at one point but has sentimental value to you."
Sentiment plays more of a role in "The Fall Guy" than you might think, too. Though Leitch said it was initially less prominent in the film, Gosling urged him to expand the love story component. "The Fall Guy" may exalt anonymous film workers, but it's lifted by the charisma and chemistry of its two leading stars.
"Emily could create chemistry with a trash can," Gosling said of Blunt, who was nominated for her supporting performance in the best-picture winner "Oppenheimer."
Another "Fall Guy" co-star -- an attack dog that responds only to commands in French -- had particular poignance for Gosling. 

    


"Eva (Mendes) and I used to have a dog named Hugo who was a Belgian malinois, who was an attack dog. And he only spoke French," Gosling said. "He's passed now and this is my homage to him. I miss that dude. He was a bon garcon."
But in countless ways, the greatest romance in "The Fall Guy" is for the movies. Among those that get specifically name-checked are "Rocky" and "The Last of the Mohicans." In those films and others, the bruising toil of stunt workers is designed to be invisible. "The Fall Guy" flips the script. 
"I have to say," Gosling said, "I'm Ryan Gosling and I did almost none of my own stunts in this movie."
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP
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The United States has its first large offshore wind farm, with more to come

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The first operating South Fork Wind farm turbine, Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, stands east of Montauk Point, N.Y. South Fork Wind, America's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm, is officially open. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: FILE - The first operating South Fork Wind farm turbine, Dec. 7, 2023, stands east of Montauk Point, N.Y. South Fork Wind, America's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm, is officially open. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: FILE - The first operating South Fork Wind farm turbine, Dec. 7, 2023, stands east of Montauk Point, N.Y. South Fork Wind, America's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm, is officially open. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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FILE - The first operating South Fork Wind farm turbine, Dec. 7, 2023, stands east of Montauk Point, N.Y. South Fork Wind, America's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm, is officially open. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By JENNIFER McDERMOTT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        America's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm is officially open, a long-awaited moment that helps pave the way for a succession of large wind farms.
Danish wind energy developer Orsted and the utility Eversource built a 12-turbine wind farm called South Fork Wind 35 miles (56 kilometers) east of Montauk Point, New York. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul went to Long Island Thursday to announce that the turbines are delivering clean power to the local electric grid, flipping a massive light switch to "turn on the future." Interior Secretary Deb Haaland was also on hand.
Achieving commercial scale is a turning point for the industry, but what's next? Experts say the nation needs a major buildout of this type of clean electricity to address climate change. 
Offshore wind is central to both national and state plans to transition to a carbon-free electricity system. The Biden administration has approved six commercial-scale offshore wind energy projects, and auctioned lease areas for offshore wind for the first time off the Pacific and Gulf of Mexico coasts. New York picked two more projects last month to power more than 1 million homes. 

    


This is just the beginning, Hochul said. She said the completion of South Fork shows that New York will aggressively pursue climate change solutions to save future generations from a world that otherwise could be dangerous. South Fork can generate 132 megawatts of offshore wind energy to power more than 70,000 homes. 




"It's great to be first, we want to make sure we're not the last. That's why we're showing other states how it can be done, why we're moving forward, on to other projects," Hochul told The Associated Press in an exclusive interview before the announcement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is the date and the time that people will look back in the history of our nation and say, 'This is when it changed,'" Hochul added.

    


South Fork will generate more than four times the power of a five-turbine pilot project developed earlier off the coast of Rhode Island, and unlike that subsidized test project, was developed after Orsted and Eversource were chosen in a competitive bidding process to supply power to Long Island.
Orsted CEO Mads Nipper called the opening a major milestone that proves large offshore wind farms can be built, both in the United States and in other countries with little or no offshore wind energy currently. 
With South Fork finished, Orsted and Eversource are turning their attention to the work they will do offshore beginning this spring for a wind farm more than five times its size. Revolution Wind will be Rhode Island and Connecticut's first commercial-scale offshore wind farm, capable of powering more than 350,000 homes next year. The site where the cable will connect in Rhode Island is already under construction.
In New York, the state said last month it would negotiate a contract with Orsted and Eversource for an even larger wind farm, Sunrise Wind, to power 600,000 homes. The Norwegian company Equinor was picked for its Empire Wind 1 project to power more than 500,000 New York homes. Both aim to start providing power in 2026. 

    


After years of planning and development, 2024 is a year of action-- building projects that will deliver sizeable amounts of clean power to the grid, said David Hardy, group executive vice president and CEO Americas at Orsted.
Orsted, formerly DONG Energy, for Danish Oil and Natural Gas, started aggressively building wind farms off the coast of Denmark, the U.K. and Germany in 2008. The company sold off the North Sea oil and gas assets on which it had built its identity to focus on clean energy, becoming Orsted. It's now one of the biggest wind power developers.
The first U.S. offshore wind farm was supposed to be a project off the coast of Massachusetts known as Cape Wind. A Massachusetts developer proposed the project in 2001. It failed after years of local opposition and litigation. 
Turbines began spinning off Rhode Island's Block Island as a pilot project in 2016. But with just five of them, it's not a commercial-scale wind farm.

    


Last year brought challenges for the nascent U.S. offshore wind industry, as Orsted and other developers canceled projects in the Northeast that they said were no longer financially feasible. High inflation, supply chain disruptions and the rising cost of capital and building materials were making projects more expensive as developers were trying to get the first large U.S. offshore wind farms opened. 
Industry leaders expect 2024 to be a better year, as interest rates come down and states ask for more offshore wind to meet their climate goals. 
The nation's second large offshore wind farm, Vineyard Wind, is expected to open later this year off the coast of Massachusetts, too. The first five turbines are providing power for about 30,000 homes and businesses in Massachusetts. When all 62 turbines are spinning, they'll generate enough electricity for 400,000 homes and businesses. Avangrid and Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners are the joint owners of that project.

    


The Biden administration wants enough offshore wind energy to power 10 million homes by 2030. Interior Secretary Haaland said that "America's clean energy transition is not a dream for a distant future-- it's happening right here and right now." 
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Stock market today: Wall Street slips away from records after mixed data on the economy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A street sign is seen in front of the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Tuesday, June 14, 2022. Wall Street headed lower early Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023, after Moody's Investor Service downgraded China's sovereign debt rating as the country's real estate crisis seeps into its local government and private financing. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are slipping away from their records Thursday following a mixed batch of data on the economy.
The S&P 500 was 0.3% lower in afternoon trading after wavering between earlier gains and losses. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 137 points, or 0.4%, as of 2:44 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite fell 0.2%
The bond market was more decisive, and Treasury yields rose after a report showed inflation was a touch hotter at the wholesale level last month than economists expected. It's the latest in a string of data on inflation that's been worse than forecast, which has kept the door closed on earlier hopes that the Federal Reserve could start cutting interest rates this month.
But other reports released in the morning showed some softening in the economy, which kept alive hopes that the long-term trend for inflation remains downward.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street swings around its records after mixed data on the economy.
    

    
    
    It's a sluggish start on Wall Street. AP business correspondent Seth Sutel has more. 

    


    


Traders are still largely expecting the Fed to begin cutting rates in June, according to data from CME Group. The Fed's main rate is at its highest level since 2001 in hopes of grinding down inflation, and cuts would relieve pressure on the economy and financial system.




The question hanging over Wall Street is whether the latest signals of potentially stubborn inflation will ultimately mean more delays to forecasts for rate cuts. That in turn could damage the huge run U.S. stocks have been on since late October, rising in 16 of the last 19 weeks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Traders pushed a small portion of their bets for the first cut to interest rates into July from June. 
"So far, the market has shrugged off concerns about stubborn inflation and a cautious Fed," said Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley.
But the mix of data could push the Federal Reserve to signal it foresees only two cuts to rates this year, down from three, according to Brian Jacobsen, chief economist at Annex Wealth Management.

    


Fed officials will give their latest forecasts for where they see interest rates heading this year and upcoming ones on Wednesday, following their latest policy meeting. 
Among the data they'll mull is a report from Thursday that said shoppers spent less at U.S. retailers last month than economists expected. Such data drags on the overall economy but could also remove some upward pressure on inflation.
The government also said retail sales in January were weaker than earlier thought. Earlier, strong spending by U.S. households was one of the linchpins keeping the economy out of a recession despite high interest rates.
A separate report said fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than expected. That's good news for workers generally. But too much strength in the job market, which has remained remarkably resilient, could add upward pressure on inflation.
The mix of data sent the yield on the 10-year Treasury up to 4.29% from 4.19% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, rose to 4.69% from 4.63%.
On Wall Street, Dollar General was swinging sharply despite reporting stronger profit and revenue for the latest quarter than expected. Its stock fell 6% after being up more than 6% earlier in the morning.

    


Dollar General executives said inflation is pushing customers to make trade-offs in the aisles, away from non-essentials and name brands. It's also removing self-checkout from more than 300 of its stores that are experiencing high losses of inventories. 
A day earlier, rival Dollar Tree tumbled after reporting weaker-than-expected results and saying it would close hundreds of its Family Dollar stores.
Dick's Sporting Goods jumped 15.6% after it reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than expected and increased its dividend.
Robinhood Markets gained 6.8% as stock and crypto prices near records drove strong growth in trading activity among its customers last month. 
U.S. Steel sank 9.6% after President Joe Biden opposed the planned sale of the company to Nippon Steel of Japan.
Nippon Steel announced in December that it planned to buy the Pittsburgh-based steel producer for $14.1 billion in cash, raising concerns about what the transaction could mean for unionized workers, supply chains and U.S. national security. 

    


Shares of Anheuser-Busch InBev trading in the United States slumped 5.5% after Altria said it was selling a portion of its stake in the maker of Budweiser. Altria is offering up 35 million of its 197 million ABI shares.
Homebuilder Lennar sank 6.2% despite reporting stronger growth in profit than expected, as its revenue fell short of analysts' forecasts. 
In stock markets abroad, indexes were mixed across Europe and Asia.
Japan's Nikkei 225 rose 0.3%, as speculation rises that the Bank of Japan may soon end its policy to keep interest rates below zero.
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contributed.
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Massachusetts investigators pursue six 8th graders who created a mock slave auction on Snapchat
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                                        SOUTHWICK, Mass. (AP) -- Investigators in Massachusetts are pursuing criminal charges against six teens who they say participated in "a hateful, racist online chat that included heinous language, threats, and a mock slave auction."
A group on Snapchat was created overnight from Feb. 8 through Feb. 9 by a group of eighth grade students in the town of Southwick, Massachusetts, located about 100 miles (161 kilometers) west of Boston, according to investigators.
During the chat, some participants expressed hateful and racist comments, including wanting to commit acts of violence toward people of color, racial slurs, derogatory pictures and videos, and a mock slave auction directed at two particular students, investigators said.
Snapchat servers are designed to automatically delete all one-on-one messages and group chats after they've been viewed by all recipients, according to the company's website. Still, the company warns that those who see messages can potentially save them, whether by taking a screenshot or another image-capture technology.

    


On Friday, Feb. 9, the existence of the group chat was reported to school authorities. The following Monday, six students were suspended from Southwick Regional School. On the same day, local police informed the Hampden District Attorney's Office about the posts.




One of the students has been charged with interference with civil rights, threatening to commit a crime and witness interference. A second participant has been charged with interference with civil rights and threatening to commit a crime. The remaining four have each been charged with threatening to commit a crime.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The identities of the six teens were not disclosed due to their age. The charges were filed in juvenile court.
Hampden District Attorney Anthony Gulluni said he met personally with the identified victims and their families.

    


"Hatred and racism have no place in this community. And where this behavior becomes criminal, I will ensure that we act," Gulluni said in a written statement.
"There is no question that the alleged behavior of these six juveniles is vile, cruel, and contemptible. Seeing it, and facing the reality that these thoughts, that this ugliness, can exist within middle school students, here, in this community, in 2024 is discouraging, unsettling, and deeply frustrating," he added.
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New Jersey lawmakers pause open records bill overhaul to consider amendments

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - New Jersey Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin before Gov. Phil Murphy delivers his budget address to a joint session of the Legislature at the Statehouse in Trenton, N.J., Feb. 28, 2023. New Jersey legislative leaders hit the brakes Thursday, March 14, 2024, on a fast-moving bill that would have overhauled the state's open records law, following an outpouring of opposition from civil rights groups, unions and others. Coughlin and Senate Budget Committee Chairman Paul Sarlo, both Democrats, said they will work on amending the proposed legislation that came before committees earlier this week. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- New Jersey legislative leaders hit the brakes Thursday on a fast-moving bill that would have overhauled the state's open records law, following an outpouring of opposition from civil rights groups, unions and others.
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin and Senate Budget Committee Chairman Paul Sarlo, both Democrats, said they will work on amending the proposed legislation that came before committees earlier this week. 
While advocates who opposed the measure cheered the news, the legislation isn't dead and just what the amendments are is not yet clear. 
"Understanding how important it is to maintain transparency and the right of the public to know what their government is doing, I appreciate the concerns raised about (the bill)," Coughlin said in a statement posted to X, formerly Twitter. 
The bill, which lawmakers approved out of committee on Monday, was up for a second, different committee vote Thursday. But then Coughlin said such consideration wouldn't happen while changes to the bill are being considered. 

    


New Jersey's Open Public Records Act, which hasn't been updated in more than two decades, provides the public, including news reporters and commercial interests, the ability to obtain government documents at the state and local levels. The measure under consideration was necessary, the sponsors said, to update the bill but also to block commercial businesses seeking records from towns across the state, clogging clerk's workloads and costing taxpayers. 




The sponsors disputed suggestions that the measure would curtail the public or journalists' ability to obtain records. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opponents of the bill queued up for hours' worth of testimony on Monday, arguing the measure would make government less transparent. One key way that could happen under the measure, they argued was by eliminating a requirement for agencies that lose legal battles over records in court to pay for attorneys' fees. Without that dynamic, it could be difficult for ordinary citizens to afford attorneys to press their claims for public records, according to CJ Griffin, a prominent records attorney in the state. 

    


Other changes in the bill included a requirement that records custodians redact identifying information they believe could result in "harassment," a requirement that critics say could lead to unnecessary redactions.
It explicitly relieves agencies of any obligation to convert records to an electronic medium and removes immediate access to records if they're older than one year. Under current law custodians "must ordinarily" grant immediate access to budgets, contracts and payment vouchers showing how public funds were used. 
The bill called for requesters to use a form created by the agency they're seeking documents from, compared with the current practice of agencies routinely acknowledging emailed requests for documents. It also seeks to limit the disclosure of public officials' emails and correspondence unless a specific subject and time frame are delineated. 
Sarlo said he hopes to get stakeholders involved in recasting the bill before the state budget process supersedes lawmakers' agendas in April. 

    


He said the amendments would not only foster greater transparency but effectively modernize the 20-year-old law wile both protecting the information of private citizens and reducing what he called "profiteering" at the expense of municipalities and taxpayers.
Critics of the initial legislation praised the pause. 
"Taking the time needed to consult with stakeholders and experts is the right approach," said Amol Sinha, the executive director of the state's American Civil Liberties Union, in a post on X. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/open-public-records-act-new-jersey-foia-bdd8379195acb95a4c0de7cc9fc1c055



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



North Carolina labor chief rejects infectious disease rule petitions for workplaces
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina's elected labor commissioner has declined to adopt rules sought by worker and civil rights groups that would have set safety and masking directives in workplaces for future infectious disease outbreaks like with COVID-19.
Commissioner Josh Dobson, a Republican, announced Wednesday that his refusal came "after carefully reviewing the rulemaking petitions, the record, public comments, listening to both sides and considering the North Carolina Department of Labor's statutory authority."
His department held a public hearing in January over the proposed rules offered in December by groups such as the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry, North Carolina State AFL-CIO and state NAACP. Most of the people who spoke at the hearing opposed the proposed rules. 
One rule petitioned for focused on controlling the spread of infectious diseases among migrant workers and their dependents, while the other covered workers more broadly in various fields, The News & Observer of Raleigh reported.

    


The rules would have applied to any airborne infectious disease designated as presenting a public health emergency by the governor, General Assembly or other state or federal agencies. Rules would have required some North Carolina employers to create a written exposure control plan. Some exposure controls include requiring employees to maintain physical distance -- following public health agency recommendations -- or to wear a face mask if that was not possible.




State AFL-CIO President MaryBe McMillan said her group is "deeply disappointed by the decision" and urged the department to reconsider, citing worker deaths during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We relied on farm workers, grocery clerks, nurses, letter carriers, and so many other essential workers to provide critical goods and services," she said. "We cannot call workers 'essential' and continue to treat them as expendable." 

    


Dobson, in his first term, didn't seek reelection this year. GOP nominee Luke Farley and Democratic nominee Braxton Winston will compete for the job in November.
Winston, a former Charlotte City Council member, spoke in support of the rules at January's hearing. He said the federal government was not efficient and effective in carrying out its exposure control plans at the start of the pandemic and that the state Labor Department "must effectively quarterback should the need arise."
Farley, who defeated three rivals in last week's Republican primary, said Dobson's rejection of the proposed rules "is a win for both our workers and our small businesses."
"If you feel sick, don't go to work. It's that simple," said Farley, a lawyer in construction law. "We don't need a bunch of burdensome new regulations to address a commonsense problem." 
Several of the worker and civil rights groups had sought in late 2020 from the labor department a permanent set of COVID-19 workplace safety standards for workers. The department rejected that petition, but a Wake County judge ruled in 2021 that the agency was wrong to reject it without a formal evaluation, in line with department policy. 
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A Mississippi police officer made an arrested man lick urine off jail floor, court document says
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- After a man urinated in the corner of a jail cell, a Mississippi police officer forced him to lick some of the urine off the floor, according to a federal charge filed against the officer.
Michael Christian Green lost his police department job because of the behavior, said Jake Windham, the mayor of Pearl, a suburb of the capital city of Jackson.
Windham spoke Thursday at a news conference hours before Green was scheduled to plead guilty to a charge of deprivation of civil rights. Although court documents did not mention race, a Pearl spokesperson said Green is white and the man he arrested is Latino.
A charging document was issued March 4 and unsealed Wednesday. It says Green arrested the man Dec. 23 after a disturbance at a store in Pearl.
Security footage in the Pearl jail showed that once the man was in a jail cell, he knocked on the cell door and tried to tell Green that he needed to urinate, according to the court document. After waiting for some time, the man went to the back of the cell and urinated in a corner, the document said.

    


The man who was arrested is identified in the court document only by his initials, B.E. The security camera footage showed Green telling B.E. that he would beat him with a phone.




"You're fixin' to go in there and you're going to lick that p---- up," Green said, according the court document. "Do you understand me?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Green took the man back into the cell and told him to get on the ground and "suck it up," then used his phone to take videos of B.E. while the man got on the ground and licked his own urine, the document said. After the man gagged multiple times, Green told him, "don't spit it out," according to the document.
"Green did not have a government interest or law enforcement purpose in ordering B.E. to lick his urine," the federal charging document said.
The city of Pearl said in a statement Thursday that officials learned about the "disturbing event" during Christmas weekend and opened an investigation, using an independent attorney. Windham said Green resigned Dec. 27.

    


"I don't understand how you treat someone like that," Windham said. "The proper thing to do was to take the gentleman to the restroom and to not do anything of this magnitude and violate his civil rights."
An attorney for Green, Brad Oberhousen, was in court Thursday and was not immediately available to comment on his client's case.
Windham said Green had worked for the Pearl Police Department for about six months after having worked at other law enforcement agencies in the Jackson area.
Conviction on the charge of deprivation of civil rights carries up to one year in prison and a $10,000 fine.
Pearl is in Rankin County, where six white former law enforcement officers -- including some who called themselves the "Goon Squad" -- pleaded guilty last year to federal charges in a racist assault on two Black men.
Windham said Thursday that the Pearl Police Department handled its own investigation quickly.
"I think there's a stark contrast between the Pearl Police Department in this incident and the Goon Squad," Windham said.
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NYC thinks Census Bureau estimates missed tens of thousands of asylum seekers

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Asylum seekers arrive at the Roosevelt Hotel on Friday, May 19, 2023, in New York. Three New York City boroughs lost almost 80,000 residents from people moving away last year, according to population estimates released Thursday, March 14, 2024, but city officials think those numbers are a major undercount that didn't capture the influx of asylum seekers who came to the city.(AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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[image: FILE - In this Oct. 12, 2007 file photo, a for sale sign sits among an acreage of orange trees in Bartow, Fla. More people moved to a county rich with citrus groves located between two of Florida's most populous metros than in any other county in the U.S. last year. That's according to estimates released Thursday, March 14, 2024 by the U.S. Census Bureau. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]
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                                        Three New York City boroughs lost almost 80,000 residents from people moving away last year, according to population estimates released Thursday, but city officials think those numbers are a vast undercount that doesn't capture the influx of asylum seekers who came to the city.
The city rented out entire hotels to house some of the tens of thousands of migrants who came to New York City last year and also put cots in schools and temporarily housed people in tents, a cruise ship terminal and a former police academy building.
As many as 50,000 people were overlooked in the city's shelters, according to city officials, who plan to challenge the 2023 population estimates with the U.S. Census Bureau.
"We wanted to flag it," said Casey Berkovitz, press secretary for New York's Department of City Planning. "Once you account for this underestimate ... the year marked a return to prepandemic levels."

    


The three counties representing the boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx in New York City lost 28,300 people, 26,300 people and 25,300 people respectively last year, according to the estimates. Even though births outpaced deaths and people from abroad moved into these counties, these factors couldn't overcome an outflow of residents, though it was substantially smaller than in 2022.




Only Los Angeles County had a larger population loss last year -- 56,000 fewer residents in 2023, the largest decline in the U.S.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the most popular destinations for immigrants -- counties in South Florida and counties that are home to Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago and San Jose -- international migration grew by double digits year-over-year.
The estimates don't distinguish between legal and illegal immigration, so it's impossible to know if any of the growth came from unlawful border crossings. Arrests for illegal crossings hit a record high in December but fell by half in January.

    


In Miami-Dade County, there were almost 54,500 new residents from outside the U.S., the highest in the nation last year and an almost 40% increase over the previous year. The international migration offset the departure of more than 47,000 residents who left Miami-Dade County for other U.S. counties.
Among metro areas, which combine counties having social and economic connections, the Dallas metro area had the biggest growth last year -- more than 152,000 residents -- and surpassed 8 million residents for the first time. That growth was followed by metro Houston, with almost an additional 140,000 residents, and metro Atlanta, with an increase of more than 68,000 people.
Metro Atlanta jumped two spots from last year to become the sixth most populous metro area, with 6.3 million residents. It is surpassed only by metro New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Dallas and Houston.
Polk County, Florida, was the county more people moved to last year than any other county in the U.S., according to the estimates.
More than 29,300 people moved last year to the county located between Tampa and Orlando, two metro areas where housing has grown increasingly pricey and the county is considered a cheaper alternative. In short order, Polk County has come to have fewer orange groves along Interstate 4 and more subdivisions for local service workers as well as distribution warehouses for on-demand deliveries for residents in both metropolitan areas.

    


Almost all the growth in Polk County -- 88% -- consisted of people moving from another part of the U.S. rather than from abroad, according to the 2023 population estimates.
"Subdivision growth has been springing up and it happens in such a manner that you don't always notice it. But when you are stuck in traffic, that's when you really pay attention that it's going on," Matt Joyner, a seventh-generation Polk County resident, said about the influx of new residents.
Only four other counties -- Harris and Montgomery counties in metro Houston; Collin County in metro Dallas; and Maricopa County, home to Phoenix -- grew by more people, thanks to their higher numbers of natural increase, or births outnumbering deaths.

    


Harris County, which is home to Houston, grew by almost 54,000 people, the most of any county last year, with about two-thirds of the growth coming from births outpacing deaths. That natural increase of almost 34,700 people was the highest in the nation.
With more than 62,000 acres of citrus groves, Polk County is one of the leading producers of oranges in Florida. The state's citrus industry in recent years has been squeezed between a fast-spreading bacteria that has attacked the health of trees all over the state and relentless growth that has spilled over as its metro areas have expanded.
Despite that, Polk County has held onto its citrus heritage. Most of the growth has been concentrated in the northeastern part of the county, just a few miles from Walt Disney World in metro Orlando. But many of the citrus growers there who sold their land to subdivision builders have just moved to the southern part of the county, where citrus groves are still plentiful, said Joyner, CEO of Florida Citrus Mutual, a growers' advocacy group.

    


New residents to Polk County have something picturesque to see if they drive around the county's groves right now -- white flowers on citrus trees and a sweet aroma in the air.
"Everywhere you go right now, the groves are snow white and the smell is sweet," Joyner said. "It reminds you of the old days."
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Report finds flawed tactics, poor communication in a probe of New Mexico trooper's death
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Flawed tactics and poor communications were among the key findings of a New Mexico State Police internal review of the deadly shooting of an officer who unknowingly stopped an armed drug suspect while he was being tracked by federal agents as part of an undercover operation in February 2021.
The report released Wednesday provides excruciating detail -- partially drawn from dashboard and body-worn camera footage -- of the death of Officer Darian Jarrott. He was killed by a burst of gunfire during a traffic stop on Interstate 10.
The report also describes the killing of drug trafficking suspect Omar Cueva-Felix after a 40-mile (64-kilometer) vehicle chase and a shootout with authorities in Las Cruces.
It concludes that two U.S. Homeland Security Investigations agents and a State Police supervisor provided conflicting accounts about whether the supervisor received "full disclosure" about Cueva-Felix's criminal history and an HSI plan to arrest him along the interstate.

    


"Omar Cueva-Felix killed Officer Jarrott in cold blood, and unfortunately, we cannot change that," New Mexico State Police Chief Troy Weisler said in a statement that accompanied the release of the report. 




The chief said the review resulted in several internal departmental policy changes and discussions about possible alternative actions and tactics for certain situations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The highlighting of mistakes by different individuals involved in the incident and noting areas for improvement is done solely to learn and find ways to operate more safely," Weisler said.
Jarrott, 28, was the first New Mexico State Police officer killed in the line of duty in more than 30 year. A father of four, he became a state police officer in 2015 after working as a state transportation inspector.
The incident spawned multiple lawsuits that allege both HSI and Jarrott's superiors were negligent and did not warn the officer of Cueva-Felix's dangerousness beforehand. A federal judge in Albuquerque dismissed one of the cases last July with a ruling that the government was immune from liability. 

    


A State Police supervisor had asked Jarrott to pull over Cueva-Felix at the behest of federal agents. The request was made after the suspect sold a large quantity of drugs to an undercover agent, showed off a large rifle and told them he wasn't going back to prison.
Cueva-Felix, 40, of Deming, had what authorities described as an extensive criminal history in California and was known to carry firearms.
The fatal traffic stop occurred the afternoon of Feb. 4, 2021, on I-10, about 15 miles (24 kilometers) east of Deming. Within minutes, Jarrott was ambushed and shot multiple times. Cueva-Felix then led authorities on a chase that ended with him being killed in Las Cruces during a shootout that also injured a city police officer.
Eric McLoughlin, acting special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations El Paso, said in a statement provided to the Albuquerque Journal that the agency is reviewing the report and the committee's recommendations regarding joint enforcement actions. He also reiterated the agency's condolences for Jarrott's death.

    


McLoughlin said the New Mexico State Police is among many law enforcement agencies with which his agency works and special agents are often embedded as task force members with other local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 
According to the review, no State Police officers were at an official operation briefing and Jarrott was not included in text messages with federal agents about the plan. It also noted that there was no incident command structure in place, even though two agencies and different HSI elements were working in cities 60 miles (96 kilometers) apart.
The review also found that Jarrott didn't appear to pick up on "danger cues" after stopping Cueva-Felix and should have "changed his tactics" once he spotted a handgun on the suspect's hip.
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Bipartisan child care bill gets Gov. Eric Holcomb's signature

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks with reporters at the Indiana Statehouse on April 4, 2023, in Indianapolis. Gov. Holcomb has signed a bipartisan bill to support child care in the state on top of 74 other measures, according to his office. The signings on Wednesday. March 13, 2024 included several contested proposals, such as an overhaul of faculty tenure at state colleges and universities, the repeal of a state statute letting Ukrainian refugees get driver's licenses and broader gun rights for some state officials at the Capitol in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Tom Davies, File)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb has signed a bipartisan bill to support child care in the state on top of 74 other measures, according to his office. 
The signings on Wednesday included several contested proposals, such as an overhaul of faculty tenure at state colleges and universities, the repeal of a state statute letting Ukrainian refugees get driver's licenses and broader gun rights for some state officials at the Capitol in Indianapolis. 
Addressing the affordability of child care was a priority for both Republican and Democratic leaders this year, but lawmakers were limited in their action due to the nonbudget cycle. Indiana creates a biannual budget during odd numbered years. 
Holcomb signed the state Senate agenda bill on Wednesday, expanding eligibility for a child care subsidy program for employees in the field with children of their own. The legislation also lowers the minimum age of child care workers to 18 and, in some instances, to 16.

    


The governor also put his signature to a Republican-backed bill that undoes some regulations on child care facilities. The legislation would make a facility license good for three years, up from two, and allow certain child care programs in schools to be exempt from licensure. It also would let child care centers in residential homes increase their hours and serve up to eight children, instead of six. 




Republicans have said undoing regulations eases the burden of opening and operating facilities. Many Democrats vehemently opposed the measure, saying it endangers children. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Holcomb signed another closely watched bill dealing with higher education on Wednesday, creating new regulations on tenure for faculty at public colleges and universities. 
Tenured professors will be reviewed every five years and schools must create a policy preventing faculty from gaining tenure or promotions if they are "unlikely to foster a culture of free inquiry, free expression and intellectual diversity within the institution." Backers argued it will address a hostile academic environment for conservative students and professors. 

    


"Universities that fail to foster intellectually diverse communities that challenge both teachers and learners fail to reach their potential," the bill's author, state Sen. Spencer Deery, said in a statement Wednesday. "This measured bill makes it significantly less likely that any university will shortchange our students in that way."
Opponents said it will make it harder for Indiana schools to compete with other states for talent. 
"This is a dark day for higher education in Indiana," Moira Marsh, president of the Indiana State Conference of the American Association of University Professors, said in a statement Thursday. 
Holcomb also put his signature to a bill allowing certain statewide officials to carry guns in the statehouse and to legislation that repeals a law allowing Ukrainian refugees to obtain driver's licenses. The repeal jeopardizes a discrimination lawsuit against the state brought by a group of Haitian immigrants in the same immigration class. 

    


The second term Republican governor has signed 166 bills this year, his last in office under state term limits. Once bills reach the governor's desk, he has seven days to either sign or veto them. If no action is taken, the bill automatically becomes law.
Most laws in Indiana go into effect July 1, unless otherwise stipulated. 
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Wriggling gold: Fishermen who catch baby eels for $2,000 a pound hope for many years of fishing

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Friday, March 24, 2012, file photo, a man holds elvers, young, translucent eels, in Portland, Maine. Baby eels are the most lucrative fishery in the state on a per-pound basis, typically sold as seed stock to Asian aquaculture companies so they can be raised to maturity and processed into food. Often, they're worth more than $2,000 per pound. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - Darrell Young and his son, Dustin, set up a fyke net to capture baby eels migrating upstream on the Penobscot River in Brewer, Maine, in this May 15, 2021 file photo. Regulators are deciding whether to allow the country's only baby eel fishery to continue fishing at current levels. The fish are worth $2,000 per pound. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Thursday, March 23, 2012 file photo, Bruce Steeves uses a lantern to look for young eels known as elvers on a river in southern Maine. Fishermen in the state are hopeful the state's lucrative baby eel fishing season, which starts in a few days, will retain its ability to fish for a long time to come. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Sunday, May 5, 2019 file photo, a bag of baby eels is prepared for packing in Waldoboro, Maine. The eels are shipped to aquaculture farms in Asia. The tiny fish are crucial to the worldwide sushi supply chain and they are caught only by Maine fishermen.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, files)]
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[image: FILE - Baby eels swim in a tank after being caught in the Penobscot River in Brewer, Maine, on May 15, 2021. The tiny fish are crucial to the worldwide sushi supply chain and they are caught only by Maine fishermen. Often, they're worth more than $2,000 per pound. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, files)]
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[image: FILE - Darrell Young and his son, Dustin, set up a fyke net to capture baby eels migrating upstream on the Penobscot River in Brewer, Maine, in this May 15, 2021 file photo. Regulators are deciding whether to allow the country's only baby eel fishery to continue fishing at current levels. The fish are worth $2,000 per pound. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Thursday, March 23, 2012 file photo, Bruce Steeves uses a lantern to look for young eels known as elvers on a river in southern Maine. Fishermen in the state are hopeful the state's lucrative baby eel fishing season, which starts in a few days, will retain its ability to fish for a long time to come. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | FILE - In this Thursday, March 23, 2012 file photo, Bruce Steeves uses a lantern to look for young eels known as elvers on a river in southern Maine. Fishermen in the state are hopeful the state's lucrative baby eel fishing season, which starts in a few days, will retain its ability to fish for a long time to come. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
FILE - In this Thursday, March 23, 2012 file photo, Bruce Steeves uses a lantern to look for young eels known as elvers on a river in southern Maine. Fishermen in the state are hopeful the state's lucrative baby eel fishing season, which starts in a few days, will retain its ability to fish for a long time to come. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - In this Sunday, May 5, 2019 file photo, a bag of baby eels is prepared for packing in Waldoboro, Maine. The eels are shipped to aquaculture farms in Asia. The tiny fish are crucial to the worldwide sushi supply chain and they are caught only by Maine fishermen.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, files)]
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[image: FILE - Baby eels swim in a tank after being caught in the Penobscot River in Brewer, Maine, on May 15, 2021. The tiny fish are crucial to the worldwide sushi supply chain and they are caught only by Maine fishermen. Often, they're worth more than $2,000 per pound. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, files)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- They're wriggly, they're gross and they're worth more than $2,000 a pound. And soon, fishermen might be able to catch thousands of pounds of them for years to come.
Baby eels, also called elvers, are likely the most valuable fish in the United States on a per-pound basis - worth orders of magnitude more money at the docks than lobsters, scallops or salmon. That's because they're vitally important to the worldwide supply chain for Japanese food.
The tiny fish, which weigh only a few grams, are harvested by fishermen using nets in rivers and streams. The only state in the country with a significant elver catch is Maine, where fishermen have voiced concerns in recent months about the possibility of a cut to the fishery's strict quota system.
But an interstate regulatory board that controls the fishery has released a plan to potentially keep the elver quota at its current level of a little less than 10,000 pounds a year with no sunset date. Fishermen who have spent years touting the sustainability of the fishery are pulling for approval, said Darrell Young, a director of the Maine Elver Fishermen Association.

    


"Just let 'er go and let us fish," Young said. "They should do that because we've done everything they've asked, above and beyond."




A board of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission is scheduled to vote on a new quota system for the eel fishery May 1. The board could also extend the current quota for three years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The eels are sold as seed stock to Asian aquaculture companies that raise them to maturity so they can be used as food, such as kabayaki, a dish of marinated, grilled eel. Some of the fish eventually return to the U.S. where they are sold at sushi restaurants.
The eels were worth $2,009 a pound last year -- more than 400 times more than lobster, Maine's signature seafood. Maine has had an elver fishery for decades, but the state's eels became more valuable in the early 2010s, in part, because foreign sources dried up. The European eel is listed as more critically endangered than the American eel by the International Union for Conservation of Nature, though some environmental groups have pushed for greater conservation in the U.S.

    


Since booming in value, elvers have become the second most valuable fish species in Maine in terms of total value. The state has instituted numerous new controls to try to thwart poaching, which has emerged as a major concern as the eels have increased in value.
The elver quota remaining at current levels reflects "strong management measures we've instituted here in Maine," said Patrick Keliher, commissioner of the Maine Department of Marine Resources, earlier this month. A quota cut "could have been a loss of millions of dollars in income for Maine's elver industry," he said.
This year's elver season starts next week. Catching the elvers is difficult and involves setting up large nets in Maine's cold rivers and streams at pre-dawn hours.
But that hasn't stopped new fishermen from trying their hand in the lucrative business. The state awards to right to apply for an elver license via a lottery, and this year more than 4,500 applicants applied for just 16 available licenses.
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Facts about hail, the icy precipitation often encountered in spring and summer

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image provided by Randy Smith, a large chunk of hail is compared to the size of a golf ball, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Randy Smith via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by Jeremy Crabtree, large chunks of hail are shown, Wednesday night, March 13, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. Volatile weather was honing in on parts of Kansas and Missouri Wednesday night, with some storms bringing massive chunks of hail. (Jeremy Crabtree via AP)]
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        Facts about hail, the icy precipitation often encountered in spring and summer
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                                        Intense storms swept through Kansas and Missouri on Wednesday and brought whipping winds, possible tornadoes, and what some described as "gorilla hail."
In Kansas, hail nearly the size of a softball and measuring 4 inches (10 centimeters) was reported in the town of Wabaunsee and 3-inch (7.6-centimeter) hail was reported in Geary County near Junction City and Fort Riley.
Here are some facts about hail according to the National Weather Service:
HOW IT FORMS
Hail is a type of frozen precipitation that forms during thunderstorms, typically in the spring and summer months in the U.S.
Strong updrafts, which is the upward flow of air in a thunderstorm, carry up very small particles called ice nuclei that water freezes onto when it passes the freezing level in the atmosphere. 
Small ice balls start forming and as they try fall towards the Earth's surface, they can get tossed back up to the top of the storm by another updraft. Each trip above and below freezing adds another layer of ice until the hail becomes heavy enough to fall down to Earth.

    


The size of hail varies and can be as small as a penny or larger than apples due to varying updraft strengths said Mark Fuchs, senior service hydrologist at the National Weather Service in St. Louis, Missouri. 




"The stronger the updraft, the larger the hail can be ... anything bigger than two inches is really big," said Fuchs.
HAIL SIZES (diameter)
Pea: 1/4 inch

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mothball: 1/2 inch
Penny: 3/4 inch
Nickel: 7/8 inch
Quarter: 1 inch (hail at least quarter size is considered severe)
Ping Pong ball: 11/2 inch
Golf ball: 13/4 inch
Tennis ball: 21/2 inches
Baseball: 23/4 inches
Large apple: 3 inches
Softball: 4 inches
Grapefruit: 41/2 inches
BIGGEST EVER
The largest recorded hailstone in the U.S. was nearly as big as a volleyball and fell on July 23, 2010, in Vivian, South Dakota. It was 8 inches in diameter and weighed almost 2 pounds.
DAMAGE DONE
Hail causes about $1 billion damage to crops and property annually. A hailstorm that hit Kansas City on April 10, 2001, was the costliest ever in the U.S., causing about $2 billion damage.

    


The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Key moments surrounding the Michigan high school shooting in 2021

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Parents walk away with their kids from the Meijer's parking lot, where many students gathered following an active shooter situation at Oxford High School, Nov. 30, 2021, in Oxford, Mich. Jury deliberations are underway in the involuntary manslaughter trial of the Michigan father of a teenage boy who killed four classmates and wounded others. It is the latest development in the shooting that occurred in Oxford. (Eric Seals/Detroit Free Press via AP, file)]
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[image: A parent hugs a child as others come to pick up students from the Meijer store in Oxford, Mich., following an active shooter situation at Oxford High School, Nov. 30, 2021. Jury deliberations are underway in the involuntary manslaughter trial of the Michigan father of a teenage boy who killed four classmates and wounded others. It is the latest development in the shooting that occurred in Oxford. (Ryan Garza/Detroit Free Press via AP, file)]
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    [image: Parents walk away with their kids from the Meijer's parking lot, where many students gathered following an active shooter situation at Oxford High School, Nov. 30, 2021, in Oxford, Mich. Jury deliberations are underway in the involuntary manslaughter trial of the Michigan father of a teenage boy who killed four classmates and wounded others. It is the latest development in the shooting that occurred in Oxford. (Eric Seals/Detroit Free Press via AP, file)]
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                                        PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) -- The jury is deliberating in the involuntary manslaughter trial of the Michigan father of a teenage boy who killed four classmates and wounded others. It is the latest development in the shooting that occurred Nov. 30, 2021, in Oxford, Michigan, just north of Detroit.
Here is a timeline of events leading up to the verdict.
Nov. 26, 2021: James Crumbley buys a 9mm Sig Sauer from Acme Shooting Goods in Oxford. His son Ethan, 15 at the time, posts a photo on Instagram of himself holding the semi-automatic handgun, writing: "Just got my new beauty today. SIG SAUER 9mm. Any questions I will answer." He includes an emoji of a smiling face with heart eyes.
Nov. 27, 2021: Jennifer Crumbley and Ethan take turns shooting the gun at a range. She writes on social media that it is a "mom and son day testing out his new Christmas present."

    


Nov. 29, 2021: A teacher sees Ethan, a sophomore at Oxford High, searching online for ammunition with his cellphone during class and reports it. Ethan tells school staff that he and his mother recently went to a shooting range and that shooting sports are a family hobby. School personnel call his mother to notify her but says he's not in trouble. While exchanging text messages with her son, she writes: "Lol. I'm not mad at you. You have to learn not to get caught." That night, Ethan Crumbley records a video declaring his plan to kill students.




Nov. 30, 2021: Ethan Crumbley opens fire at Oxford High School, killing four students. Seven others, including a teacher, are wounded. His parents had met with school officials that morning because violent drawings were found on his math paper, but he was not removed from school, and his backpack was not searched. Two hours after the meeting, Ethan pulls the gun from the backpack and uses it in the attack, then surrenders without a fight.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dec. 1, 2021: Ethan is charged as an adult with murder and terrorism.

    


Dec. 3, 2021: James and Jennifer Crumbley are charged with involuntary manslaughter. Authorities cannot find them, and a search is launched.
Dec. 4, 2021: A judge imposes a combined $1 million bond for the parents, hours after police say they were caught hiding in a Detroit art studio with new phones and more than $6,000 in cash. They plead not guilty to the charges.
Dec. 9, 2021: The first lawsuits are filed seeking $100 million each against the Oxford school district, saying the violence could have been prevented.
Jan. 24, 2022: Oxford High School reopens for the first time since the attack, with the school's principal declaring "we are reclaiming our high school back."
Oct. 24, 2022: Ethan Crumbley, 16 at the time, pleads guilty to terrorism and first-degree murder.
Dec. 9, 2023: A judge sentences Ethan Crumbley, now 17, to life in prison after listening to hours of gripping anguish from parents and wounded survivors.
Jan. 23, 2024: Jennifer Crumbley stands trial on involuntary manslaughter charges in an unusual effort to pin criminal responsibility on his parents for the deaths. 

    


Feb. 6, 2024: Jennifer Crumbley is convicted of involuntary manslaughter, making her the first parent in the U.S. to be held responsible for a child carrying out a mass school attack.
March 5, 2024: James Crumbley stands trial on involuntary manslaughter charges as a prosecutor tries to hold him, like his wife, responsible for the deaths of four students.
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Police search for a University of Missouri student in Nashville

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This undated photo provided by Chris Whiteid show Riley Strain on Jan. 2, 2024. Police in Tennessee are searching for Strain, a University of Missouri student who was last seen by friends at a Nashville bar Friday night, March 8, 2024. (Chris Whiteid via AP)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Police in Tennessee are searching for a University of Missouri student who was last seen by friends at a Nashville bar Friday night.
Metropolitan Nashville Police released video Tuesday that shows Riley Strain, 22, crossing a downtown street Friday night. Police have said Strain was last seen just before 10 p.m. Friday after drinking downtown. They searched the area, including the banks of the Cumberland River, by helicopter and on the ground, but did not find him.
University of Missouri officials said in a statement that they were alerted over the weekend that Strain was missing after traveling to Nashville to attend a private event and that they have been in touch with family and authorities.
Strain's mother, Michelle Whiteid, and his stepfather, Chris Whiteid, drove to Nashville from Springfield, Missouri, after they learned he disappeared while on a fraternity trip, news outlets reported.

    


"I just need to know where my son is," Michelle Whiteid said. "We talk every day, multiple times a day. This is the longest I've ever gone without talking to him. It's devastating. I just want to find him and hug him."




After the bus ride from Columbia, Strain and some of his fraternity brothers went out, according to Chris Whiteid. Strain was asked to leave a bar, and they got separated, he said.
"The boys called him, and he said, 'I'm walking back to my hotel,'" Chris Strain said. "They didn't think anything about it."
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Estranged wife gives Gilgo Beach slaying suspect 'the benefit of the doubt,' visits him in jail

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Alleged Gilgo serial killer Rex Heuermann appears inside Judge Timothy P. Mazzei's courtroom with his attorney Michael Brown at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y. on Jan. 16, 2024. The estranged wife of Heuermann says she believes he is not capable of the crimes he is accused of, and she visits him in jail weekly despite pending divorce proceedings. Asa Ellerup told Newsday in a statement issued through her lawyer Wednesday, March 13, 2024 that she will listen to all of the evidence and withhold judgment. (James Carbone/Newsday via AP, File)]
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                                        RIVERHEAD, N.Y. (AP) -- The estranged wife of Long Island serial killing suspect Rex Heuermann says she believes he is not capable of the crimes he is accused of and she visits him in jail weekly despite pending divorce proceedings.
Asa Ellerup, who filed for divorce in the days after Heuermann's July 13, 2023, arrest for three of the long-unsolved killings known as the Gilgo Beach slayings, told Newsday in a statement issued through her lawyer Wednesday, "I will listen to all of the evidence and withhold judgment until the end of trial."
Ellerup added, "I have given Rex the benefit of the doubt, as we all deserve."
The 60-year-old Heuermann, who worked as an architect in Manhattan, was initially charged with killing Melissa Barthelemy, Megan Waterman and Amber Costello. He was charged with killing a fourth victim, Maureen Brainard-Barnes, in January.

    


The four women's remains were found along a quarter-mile (400-meter) stretch of parkway in the Gilgo Beach area of Jones Beach Island in 2010. Additional searching turned up the remains of six more adults and a toddler. No arrests have been made in the deaths of the latter victims.




Heuermann has pleaded not guilty to the four killings he is charged with and is awaiting trial in jail.
In her statement issued through attorney Robert Macedonio, Ellerup said her "heartfelt sympathies go out to the victims and their families."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite Ellerup's claims of weekly visits, Suffolk County Jail spokesperson Victoria DiStefano said jail records indicate fewer visits.
"We have record of Asa Ellerup being logged into the facility 7 times," DiStefano said in an email to Newsday.
Ellerup, who has been married to Heuermann for 27 years, is under contract with NBC Universal to participate in a documentary about the crimes. 
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Number of Americans filing for jobless benefits remains low in a thriving labor market

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a retail store in Chicago on Monday, March 11, 2024. On Thursday, March 14, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for jobless benefits last week inched up but largely stayed at historically low levels as the labor market continues to thrive despite elevated interest rates.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that filings for unemployment claims for the week ending March 9 ticked down by 1,000 to 209,000 from the previous week's 208,000.
The four-week average of claims, which evens out some of the weekly volatility, came in at 208,000, a decrease of 500 from the previous week.
In total, 1.81 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended March 2, an increase of 17,000 from the previous week. Last week's number, which had been the most since November, was revised down by 112,000.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.

    


The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in an effort to bring down the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy roared back from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. Part of the Fed's goal was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which it believes contributed to persistently high inflation.




Many economists thought the rapid rate hikes could potentially tip the country into recession, but that hasn't happened. Jobs have remained plentiful and the economy has held up better than expected thanks to strong consumer spending.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In February, U.S. employers added a surprising 275,000 jobs, again showcasing the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates.
At the same time, the unemployment rate ticked up two-tenths of a point in February to 3.9%. Though that was the highest rate in two years, it is still low by historic standards. And it marked the 25th straight month in which joblessness has remained below 4% -- the longest such streak since the 1960s. 

    


The unemployment rate is 3.9%, and has been below 4% for 25 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.
Though layoffs remain at low levels, there has been an uptick in job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, eBay, TikTok, Snap, and Cisco Systems and the Los Angeles Times have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, UPS, Macy's and Levi's also recently cut jobs.
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February retail sales up 0.6%, yet fissures emerge in what has been a driving force for US economy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Employees arrange a display at a Kohl's store in Clifton, N.J., Jan. 26, 2024. On Thursday, March 14, 2024, the Commerce Department releases U.S. retail sales data for February. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Americans picked up their spending a bit in February after pulling back the previous month. But last month's gain was weaker than expected, and January's decline was revised even lower, suggesting that many are growing more cautious with their money.
Retail sales rose 0.6% last month after falling a revised 1.1% in January, dragged down in part by inclement weather, according to the Commerce Department's report on Thursday. 
February's number was also lifted in part by higher gas price as well as higher auto sales and a rebound in building materials, which were depressed by severe weather during the prior month. Excluding sales from gas stations and auto dealers, sales rose 0.3%.
The national average gas price Thursday was $3.41 per gallon, per AAA, up from$3.39 a week ago, and $3.26 last month. 




Government retail data isn't adjusted for inflation, which ticked up 0.4% from January to February, higher than the previous month's figure of 0.3%, according to the latest government report. So retailers only eked out a slight increase accounting for inflation. 

    


"February retail sales provide further proof that spending on discretionary goods in 2024 is likely to be soft following several years of strong growth and as consumer health - albeit still relatively strong - is somewhat weighed down by inflation and reduced savings," said David Silverman, senior director at Fitch Ratings. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report also reflects an ongoing shift away from goods, and more toward services. The snapshot offers only a partial look at consumer spending and doesn't include many services, including travel and hotel lodges. But the lone services category-- restaurants -- registered an uptick.
"Elevated interest rates, an uptick in energy costs, and persistent discomfort with price levels continue to push consumers to make trade-offs with budgeting, with goods categories increasingly overlooked in favor of services spending," said Kayla Bruun, senior economist at Morning Consult, a data intelligence firm. 

    


Business at department stores fell 0.2%, while clothing and accessory stores posted a 0.5% drop. Furniture and home furnishings stores had a 1.1% decline. Online sales showed a rare decline of 0.1%. But electronics and appliance stores had a solid 1.5% increase. 
Restaurants posted a 0.4% increase.
Household spending is being fueled by a strong jobs market and rising wages. But spending has become choppy in the face of rising credit costs and higher prices. 
America's employers continued to hire in February, adding a surprising 275,000 jobs, underscoring the U.S. economy's resilience despite efforts of the U.S. Federal Reserve to knock down inflation by slowing spending. 
While costs for many goods appear to have plateaued, consumer prices in the United States picked up last month. That again revealed the complexity of the Fed's task in slowing the economy to keep prices in check, and also a potential headache for President Joe Biden in his bid for re-election.
The most recent quarterly financial reports from big retailers like Walmart,Target and Macy's show that their customers are looking for deals and in many cases sticking to the necessities when they shop.

    


"They continue to shop but they are more constrained, " Target's CEO Brian Cornell told The Associated Press in an interview last week. "People are using credit cards to get through the month. Rent costs across the country are up, and gas has been volatile." 
Chris Riccobono, founder of New York clothing chain Untuckit. said that customers are waiting for sales. That is a break from the pandemic and he said this year he wants to cut back on the company's reliance on discounts to drive sales.
"I want to start to train our customers to get back into the pre-COVID days," he said. That was when the company had sales three times a year. 
Yet even with some customers hesitant to spend, Untuckit, which began as an online retailer, plans to add 14 more stores this year, bringing its total to close to 100. 
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US wholesale prices picked up in February in sign that inflation pressures remain elevated

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A worker at Reata Engineering and Machine Works prepares a Hexagon machine used to confirm that parts meet customer standards on Feb.15, 2024, in Englewood, Colo. On Thursday, March 14, 2024, the Labor Department releases producer prices data for February. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Wholesale prices in the United States accelerated again in February, the latest sign that inflation pressures in the economy remain elevated and might not cool in the coming months as fast as the Federal Reserve or the Biden administration would like.
The Labor Department said Thursday that its producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it reaches consumers -- rose 0.6% from January to February, up from a 0.3% rise the previous month. Measured year over year, producer prices rose by 1.6% in February, the most since last September.
The figures could present a challenge for the Fed, which meets next week and is counting on cooling inflation as it considers when to cut its benchmark interest rate, now at a 23-year high. The Fed raised rates 11 times in 2022 and 2023 to fight high inflation. A rate cut by the Fed could boost the economy and financial markets because it would likely ease borrowing costs over time for mortgages, auto loans and business lending. 

    


Higher wholesale gas prices, which jumped 6.8% just from January to February, drove much of last month's increase. Wholesale grocery costs also posted a large gain, rising 1%. 




Yet even excluding the volatile food and energy categories, "core" inflation was still higher than expected in February. Core wholesale prices rose 0.3%, down from a 0.5% jump the previous month. Compared with a year ago, core prices climbed 2%, the same as the previous month. Core inflation, which tends to provide a better sign of where inflation may be headed, is watched particularly closely.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Persistently elevated inflation could become a threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid, which is being bedeviled by Americans' generally gloomy view of the economy. Consumer inflation has plummeted from a peak of 9.1% in 2022 to 3.2%. Yet many Americans are exasperated that average prices remain about 20% higher than they were before the pandemic erupted four years ago. 

    


The producer price index can provide an early read on where consumer inflation is headed. It is also closely watched because some of its data is used to compile the Fed's preferred inflation gauge, known as the personal consumption expenditures price index.
Thursday's producer price index report suggested that core prices in the Fed's gauge rose 0.3% last month, according to economists at Capital Economics, and are up 2.8% compared with a year ago. The year-over-year measure, if accurate, would be unchanged from the previous month. 
A separate report Thursday showed that retail sales grew 0.6% from January to February, after a sharp fall of 1.1% the previous month. The data points to cooling consumer demand, with many consumers having run through their pandemic-era savings and putting more spending on credit cards. 
A more cautious consumer could provide some reassurance to the Fed that the economy is cooling a bit, a trend that could potentially lower inflation over time. 
Thursday's data follows a report earlier this week on the government's most closely watched inflation measure, the consumer price index. The CPI rose by a sharp 0.4% from January to February, a faster pace than is consistent with the Fed's 2% inflation target. Compared with a year earlier, prices rose 3.2%, up from a 3.1% increase rise the previous month.

    


The CPI report, which marked the second straight pickup in consumer prices, illustrated why Fed officials have signaled a cautious approach toward implementing rate cuts. After meeting in January, the officials said in a statement that they needed "greater confidence" that inflation was steadily falling to their 2% target level. Since then, several of the Fed's policymakers have said they think inflation will keep easing.
Inflation had been expected to tick higher in January and February, in part because companies typically impose price increases at the beginning of the year. Though the government's seasonal adjustment process is supposed to account for such regular annual patterns, it doesn't always do so perfectly. 

    


Still, February's acceleration in producer prices suggested that inflation could stay elevated into the spring. Economists and Wall Street traders expect the Fed to cut its benchmark rate in June, but that could slip into later in the year.
In December, the policymakers had signaled they would reduce their rate three times this year. On Wednesday, the officials will issue new quarterly projections that could either maintain or revise that forecast.
Last week, Fed Chair Jerome Powell signaled to Congress that the central bank was "not far" from starting rate cuts. 
Solid spending and hiring so far this year show that the economy has stayed healthy despite the Fed's aggressive series of rate hikes. Last month, employers added a solid 275,000 jobs, the government reported. And though the unemployment rose by two-tenths to a still-low 3.9%, it has remained below 4% for more than two years -- the longest such stretch since the 1960s.
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Michigan jury returns to decide fate of school shooter's father in deaths of 4 students

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    James Crumbley, the father of Michigan school shooter Ethan Crumbley, has chosen not to testify in his own defense. He's charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health.
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    [image: James Crumbley enters the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews, Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. Jury deliberations are set to resume Thursday. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald demonstrates how swiftly she was able to insert a gun lock during closing statements in the trial of James Crumbley, Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Photos of the four students killed in the Oxford High School shooting appear on a screen as closing arguments begin in the trial of James Crumbley who sits second from left in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: James Crumbley turns to look for family members after it was announced they were present in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. Jury deliberations are set to resume Thursday. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald begins closing arguments in the case against James Crumbley in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Mariell Lehman attorney for James Crumbley makes closing statements in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Karen Crumbley, the sister of James Crumbley takes the stand in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. James Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Nicole Beausoleil mother of Madisyn Baldwin, who was killed in a mass shooting at Oxford High School in 2021, becomes emotional as Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald makes closing statements that include autopsy reports in the trial against James Crumbley on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: A cart-load of evidence is brought in by the Oakland County Prosecutors for their closing arguments in the case against James Crumbley in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Closing arguments begin in the trial against James Crumbley, standing at left, in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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[image: James Crumbley raises his right hand to swear he aware of his rights and has chosen not to testify in his case in the Oakland County Courtroom of Cheryl Matthews on Wednesday, March, 13, 2024 in Pontiac, Mich. Crumbley is charged with involuntary manslaughter, accused of failing to secure a gun at home and ignoring his son's mental health. Ethan Crumbley killed four students at Oxford High School in 2021. (Mandi Wright/Detroit Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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                                        PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) -- A jury in Michigan resumed deliberations Thursday in a trial that will determine whether another parent will be held criminally responsible for a mass school shooting committed by a teenage son.
The jury heard closing arguments in a suburban Detroit court and met for roughly 90 minutes Wednesday before going home without a verdict in the involuntary manslaughter trial of James Crumbley.
Crumbley, 47, is the father of Ethan Crumbley, the 15-year-old boy who took a gun from home and killed four students at Oxford High School on Nov. 30, 2021.
During a five-day trial, prosecutors showed that the gun, a newly acquired Sig Sauer 9 mm, was not safely secured at the Crumbley home. 
While Michigan didn't have a storage law at that time, James Crumbley had a "legal duty" to protect others from possible harm by his son, prosecutor Karen McDonald said.

    


The case, she said, was about more than just access to a gun.
Ethan's mental state was slipping on the day of the shooting: He made a macabre drawing of a gun and a wounded man on a math assignment and added, "The thoughts won't stop. Help me. Blood everywhere. The world is dead."




But the parents declined to take Ethan home following a brief meeting at the school, accepting only a list of mental health providers as they returned to work. They didn't tell school staff that a handgun similar to one in the drawing had been purchased by James Crumbley just four days earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ethan pulled the gun from his backpack a few hours later and began shooting. No one had checked the bag.
Parents are not responsible for everything their kids do but "this is a very egregious and rare set of facts," McDonald told the jury.
In a dramatic step, the prosecutor demonstrated how to use a cable to lock the gun that was used in the shooting. The cable was found unused in a package in the Crumbley home.

    


"Ten seconds," McDonald told jurors, "of the easiest, simplest thing." 
The Oxford victims were Justin Shilling, 17; Madisyn Baldwin, 17; Hana St. Juliana, 14; and Tate Myre, 16.
James and Jennifer Crumbley are the first U.S. parents to be charged with having responsibility for a mass school shooting by a child. Jennifer Crumbley, 45, was convicted of involuntary manslaughter last month.
Earlier in November 2021, Ethan wrote in his journal that he needed help for his mental health "but my parents don't listen to me so I can't get any help." 
In her closing remarks, defense attorney Mariell Lehman said James Crumbley didn't know that Ethan knew where to find the gun at home. She said school officials seemed more concerned about him harming himself, not others.
"They saw images that weren't concerning, that are common, that other kids write and draw about," Lehman said of the boy's anguished drawing on the math paper. "The concern was that he was sad and needed to talk to someone."
James Crumbley "had no idea" that his son was capable of a mass shooting, she said.
Ethan Crumbley, now 17, is serving a life prison sentence for murder and terrorism.
___
Follow Ed White on X, formerly Twitter: https://twitter.com/edwritez
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A 1-year-old boy in Connecticut has died after a dog bit him
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                                        EAST HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A 1-year-old boy died in Connecticut after a dog bit him, police said.
Police responded just after 3 p.m. Wednesday to a home in East Hartford where the child had been bitten several times by a dog, Officer Marc Caruso, a police spokesperson, said in a news release.
Emergency responders performed lifesaving measures and took the child to a hospital, but the boy died "despite the valiant efforts of medical professionals," Caruso said.
The death is under investigation, Caruso said, adding that two dogs were removed from the home.
"Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and loved ones as they mourn their loss," Caruso said. "May they find solace and strength during this challenging time."
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Landslide destroys Los Angeles home and threatens at least 2 others

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A landslide wrecked one home and is threatening at least two more in the Sherman Oaks neighborhood of Los Angeles. (March 14)
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    [image: An aerial view shows a property damaged by a landslide, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles. A landslide has destroyed the hillside home and is imperiling at least two others in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: An aerial view shows a property damaged by a landslide, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles. A landslide has destroyed the home and is imperiling at least two others in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A landslide reduced a Los Angeles house under renovation to a jumble of lumber, pulled the pool and deck away from a second home, and left the pool at a third residence on the edge of a huge fissure early Wednesday.
The slide occurred just before 3 a.m. in Sherman Oaks, a neighborhood of expensive homes about 12 miles (19 kilometers) northwest of downtown. An initial search found no victims, but several people were evacuated from one house, the Los Angeles Fire Department said in a statement.
There was no immediate word on the cause of the landslide, but numerous slides have happened in Southern California due to drenching winter storms that saturated the ground.
Since Jan. 1, downtown LA has had almost 16 inches (41 centimeters) of rain, which is nearly twice what it normally gets by this time of year. By early February, the city had reported nearly 600 mudslides, had re-tagged 16 buildings as unsafe to enter and had yellow-tagged more than 30 others, limiting access to them. 

    


News helicopter video revealed the extent of the slide. The destroyed house, which appeared to be in the midst of a renovation, was crushed with most of its roof lying on the ground. Next door, the slide pulled a pool and deck area away from a house. 




Up the hill, the slide left a tennis court and pool on the edge of a huge fissure. A table and chairs that used to be poolside stood on a patch of deck on the other side of the gaping fissure. Firefighters drained the pool to reduce weight on the hill.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Department of Building and Safety is responding to assess the structures and hillsides," the Fire Department said.
Southern California has seen a lull in storms in recent days, but slides and rockfalls have continued. Sections of Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu and State Route 27 through Topanga Canyon west of Los Angeles have been especially hard-hit.
South of LA, a notable slide in the city of Dana Point left an ocean view estate on the edge of a coastal bluff. 
Some rain could return this weekend, the National Weather Service said.
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Stock market today: Asian shares mostly decline after Wall Street drifts to a mixed close

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Currency traders watch monitors at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Asian shares mostly declined Thursday in lackluster trading after U.S. stocks drifted to a mixed finish.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A currency trader passes by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Asian shares mostly declined Thursday in lackluster trading after U.S. stocks drifted to a mixed finish.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Currency traders work at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Asian shares mostly declined Thursday in lackluster trading after U.S. stocks drifted to a mixed finish.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People pass the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in New York. Global shares are mixed in muted trading as optimism set off by a record rally on Wall Street gradually ran out of momentum. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Asian shares mostly declined Thursday in lackluster trading after U.S. stocks drifted to a mixed finish. 
Japan's Nikkei 225 shed 0.2% in morning trading to 38,625.22. Nissan Motor Co. stock jumped 2.3% after an unconfirmed Japanese media report that the automaker behind the Leaf electric car was about to enter an agreement on EVs with domestic rival Honda Motor Co. Honda issues rose nearly 1.0%. 
Nissan declined comment, while Honda did not respond to a request for comment. 
Sydney's S&P/ASX 200 slipped nearly 0.2% to 7,716.50. South Korea's Kospi added 0.7% to 2,711.48. Hong Kong's Hang Seng lost 0.4% to 17,010.59, while the Shanghai Composite stood virtually unchanged at 3,044.17. 
"In a significant turn of events, there's increasing speculation that the Bank of Japan might consider ending its negative interest rate policy in its upcoming meeting, spurred by substantial wage hikes by major Japanese firms," says Anderson Alves at ActivTrades. 

    


The Japanese central bank has a target of achieving 2% inflation. The Bank of Japan will hold a two-day monetary policy meeting next week. 




On Wall Street, the S&P 500 slipped 9.96 points, or 0.2%, from its all-time high set a day before to 5,165.31. The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 37.83, or 0.1%, to 39,043.32 and pulled within 90 points of its record set last month. The Nasdaq composite dipped 87.87, or 0.5%, to 16,177.77.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bond market was also relatively quiet, with Treasury yields ticking higher, while stock markets abroad were mixed after making mostly modest moves.
Oil prices have been on a general upswing so far this year, which has helped keep inflation a bit higher than economists expected. That higher inflation has in turn dashed Wall Street's hopes that the Federal Reserve could start offering relief at its meeting next week by cutting interest rates.
But the expectation is still for the Fed to begin cutting rates in June, because the longer-term trend for inflation seems to remain downward. The Fed's main interest rate is at its highest level since 2001, and reductions would release pressure on the economy and financial system. Stocks have already rallied in part on expectations for such cuts.

    


Their nearly nonstop run since late October, though, has raised criticism that it was overdone. The U.S. stock market was recently looking more expensive than it has in 99% of its history by a measure that looks at prices versus long-term earnings for companies, according to Jeremy Grantham, co-founder of investment company GMO.
The famed investor, who has a reputation for being cautious but also correctly predicted the popping of prior bubbles, says the long-run prospects for the broad United States market "look as poor as almost any other time in history."
"The simple rule is you can't get blood out of a stone," he wrote in a recent report. "If you double the price of an asset, you halve its future return."
On Wall Street, where the S&P 500 has jumped 44% since hitting a bottom in 2022, Dollar Tree tumbled 14.2% after reporting weaker results for the latest quarter than analysts expected.

    


Traffic increased at its stores, but it said customers bought less at each purchase than they did a year ago. The company also said it will close about 600 of its Family Dollar stores in the six months through early August.
On the winning side of Wall Street was Williams-Sonoma, which jumped 17.8% and increased its dividend 26%. Stocks of energy producers were also strong, benefiting from the rise in oil prices. 
A majority of stocks in the S&P 500 ended up rising, but the index was weighed down by losses from some Big Tech behemoths and other influential members. Nvidia slipped 1.1% and was one of the strongest forces pulling the S&P 500 lower. 
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury rose from 4.15% late Tuesday to 4.18% on Wednesday. It helps set rates for mortgages and loans for all kinds of companies and other borrowers.
The two-year Treasury yield also climbed. It more closely follows expectations for the Fed, and it rose to 4.62% from 4.58% late Tuesday and from 4.20% at the start of February. It had earlier dropped on strong expectations for coming cuts to interest rates by the Fed.

    


In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude added 12 cents to $79.84 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, rose 14 cents to $84.17 a barrel.
In currency trading, the U.S. dollar rose to 147.83 Japanese yen from 147.74 yen. The euro cost $1.0947, down from $1.0953. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 
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Dog deaths revive calls for end to Iditarod, the endurance race with deep roots in Alaska tradition

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A musher leaves downtown during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Marc Lester/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | FILE - A musher leaves downtown during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Marc Lester/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Sled dogs mush along Cordova Street during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Loren Holmes/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | FILE - Sled dogs mush along Cordova Street during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Loren Holmes/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Sled dogs wait before the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Marc Lester/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)]
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[image: Dallas Seavey celebrates his win in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Seavey lifts up one of his dog team members, Timon, so they could wave to the crowd in the finish chute of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. Seavey won the race. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Sled dogs mush along Cordova Street during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Loren Holmes/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sled dogs wait before the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Marc Lester/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)]
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FILE - Sled dogs wait before the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the sport's darker side and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. (Marc Lester/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)
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[image: Dallas Seavey celebrates his win in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)]
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Dallas Seavey celebrates his win in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)
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[image: Dallas Seavey lifts up one of his dog team members, Timon, so they could wave to the crowd in the finish chute of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. Seavey won the race. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)]
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Dallas Seavey lifts up one of his dog team members, Timon, so they could wave to the crowd in the finish chute of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Nome, Alaska. Seavey won the race. (Anne Raup/Anchorage Daily News via AP)
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                                        ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- For the past five years, Alaska's annual Iditarod sled dog race has gone off mostly free of controversy, as teams of dogs and their mushers braved the elements in the 1,000-mile (1,609-kilometer) test of endurance across the frozen wilderness. 
This year the deaths of three dogs during the race -- and five more during training -- have refocused attention on the darker side of Alaska's state sport and raised questions about the ethics of asking animals to pull a heavy sled for hundreds of miles in subzero temperatures. 
Dog mushing has a long and storied tradition in Alaska that harkens back to its Native peoples and frontier spirit, however, and while there are calls to end the race forever, supporters say the Iditarod should remain as a celebration and reminder of a time not so long ago when the main way to travel was by sled.

    


Archeological evidence suggests dogs were used to pull sleds long before Alaska Natives had contact with other cultures, said Bill Schneider, the former president of the Alaska Historical Society, retired archivist for the University of Alaska Fairbanks and a recreational musher at age 78. Alaska Natives long depended on sled dog teams to move their supplies as they migrated seasonally to where the resources were, fishing or hunting or trapping.




It wasn't until the early 1970s that the Iditarod was established with the help of Joe Redington Sr., who saw it as a way to save both sled dog culture and the Alaskan husky breed, which were being eclipsed by snowmobiles. Each March dozens of sled teams -- many with 16 dogs in harness -- make the arduous journey from the city of Anchorage to Nome, on the state's far west coast. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The three dogs that collapsed and died during the race this year were all part of different teams. One perished just 200 feet (60 meters) from entering a village. Life-saving efforts failed in all three cases, and necropsies have not provided causes of deaths. More tests will be conducted, officials said.

    


All three mushers withdrew from the competition, pursuant to race rules. They were fairly inexperienced, with two rookies and one in his second race.
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals and another animal rights group, Humane Mushing, say more than 100 dogs have died over the 51-year history of the Iditarod, which has always declined to provide a number.
Melanie Johnson, a PETA senior manager, said the deaths show that mushers must stop putting their dogs in danger and the race needs to end. 
"These are not super dogs; they're not indestructible pieces of sporting equipment," she said. 
"They are just like any other dog, and all they want is to live and enjoy love and companionship," Johnson added. "But the Iditarod continues to push them beyond their capabilities, and as a result, dogs continue to suffer and die."
Iditarod officials did not respond to several messages from The Associated Press seeking comment. CEO Rob Urbach has rejected PETA's stance on the race in the past as "inflammatory and grossly inaccurate," while acknowledging that the criticism creates a difficult dynamic for them. Iditarod organizers are trying to change the narrative, he said, and continuing to promote dog wellness, nutrition, training and breeding.

    


After the winner came in Tuesday in Nome, Urbach told the Anchorage Daily News that the dog fatalities were "obviously very disheartening for our community." Officials are waiting on full necropsy reports and will act based upon the results, he added.
"If we can learn anything, we will," Urbach said. "When we get all the reports back, we'll see if there's anything. I can assure you if we do, we'll apply those learnings."
Dallas Seavey, who this week became the first six-time Iditarod winner, had two of his dogs killed and seven injured last November, when they were hit by a snowmobile. He was not driving at the time. For the race, he used some dogs from the kennel of his father, Mitch Seavey, to fill out what became the winning team. 
"This was a really tough year, and these guys, they brought it home for us," an emotional Seavey said at the finish line, after hugging each of his dogs.

    


When racing, Seavey said, he is "going to take care of these dogs the best we can every single day, get them down the trail as quickly as they can in a healthy, fun manner. And that's what wins races." 
From its Alaska Native beginnings, mushing's tradition evolved in the early 1800s when arriving Russian settlers were interested in acquiring dogs for winter transport, including moving supplies between trading posts. Miners later used teams to haul supplies and even gold during the Gold Rush of the early 1900s. U.S. Army personnel had dog teams when bases first began springing up in Alaska, and telegraph line repair workers used sleds to travel to fix breaks. 

    


Sled dog teams also played an important role in connecting Alaska to the outside world as postal carriers mushed on their routes before airplanes took over. Chester Noongwook of Savoonga was the last carrier to retire his team in 1963, when air service was established to St. Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea, according to the Alaska Geographic Society.
Today, Denali National Park and Preserve, about 240 miles (390 kilometers) north of Anchorage, is the only national park that still has its own sled dog team. Many mushers operate summer tourism businesses, some on glaciers, giving tourists mushing lessons or letting them ride in the sleds.
In one historic event that typifies the significance mushing has for many in Alaska, sled dogs are celebrated for delivering life-saving serum to Nome in 1925 when it faced being wiped out by a diphtheria epidemic. Siberian husky Balto, one of the dogs on the team, became a national hero for driving through blizzard conditions, and he and musher Gunnar Kaasen were on hand when a bronze statue of Balto was unveiled in New York's Central Park later that year. 
Schneider said dogs were chosen for the trip of about 670 miles (1,085 kilometers) because they were deemed safer than planes, which were still a fledgling mode of transportation 99 years ago.
Airplanes "could have gotten the serum there easier, but it was not as reliable," Schneider said. "It's become an important story in the dog mushing world."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iditarod-dog-deaths-alaska-sled-race-70af183019c93edb3448000cbfb60f4b
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Rats are high on marijuana evidence at an infested police building, New Orleans chief says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The New Orleans police chief says conditions at the department's headquarters are so deplorable that rats have munched on marijuana contraband.
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    [image: New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick addresses the media discussing Carnival safety measures and preparations during a news conference at Gallier Hall in New Orleans on Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024. Kirkpatrick says conditions at the department's aging headquarters are so deplorable that officers work amid heavy mold, cockroaches and even rats munching on contraband in the evidence locker. Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick told city council members the infestation is so bad that "the rats eating our marijuana, they're all high.]
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[image: Interim NOPD Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick talks with members of the New Orleans City Council during her confirmation hearing at city hall in New Orleans, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. Kirkpatrick says conditions at the department's aging headquarters are so deplorable that officers work amid heavy mold, cockroaches and even rats munching on contraband in the evidence locker. Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick told city council members the infestation is so bad that "the rats eating our marijuana, they're all high.]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Rats have gotten into confiscated pot at New Orleans' aging police headquarters, munching the evidence as the building is taken over by mold and cockroaches, said the city's police chief. 
"The rats eating our marijuana, they're all high," Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick told New Orleans City Council members.
Kirkpatrick described vermin infestations and decay at the offices that have housed New Orleans police since 1968, saying officers have even found rat droppings on their desks. 
The police department did not immediately respond to an emailed request Wednesday for more information on how they discovered marijuana was eaten by rats or whether any cases were impacted.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Rats are high on marijuana evidence at an infested police building, New Orleans chief says.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on rats in the New Orleans police headquarters making their way into some marijuana.

    

City officials are taking steps to move the department to a new space. That's been a priority of the police chief since she took office in October.

    


The chief said her 910 officers come to work to find air-conditioning and elevators broken. She told council members the conditions are demoralizing to staff and a turnoff to potential recruits coming for interviews.
"The uncleanliness is off the charts," Kirkpatrick said, adding that it's no fault of the department's janitorial staff. "They deserve an award for trying to clean what is uncleanable."




The city council is weighing a proposal to spend $7.6 million on a 10-year lease to temporarily relocate the police headquarters to a pair of floors in a high-rise building downtown. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The council's Criminal Justice Committee agreed Monday to advance the leasing proposal to the full City Council for a vote, The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate reported.
Kirkpatrick says the rental agreement would give the department time to come up with plans for a new permanent headquarters. 
Ron Harrison, global technical director for Orkin Pest Control, told The Associated Press he hasn't encountered someone reporting rats eating their marijuana though the company has pest control contracts for some greenhouses that grow it.

    


Harrison said the New Orleans situation isn't completely shocking since rats are omnivores, and that the rats may experience the same effects from the marijuana as humans, depending on what form it was in.
"From understanding the biology of the rat and how it's somewhat similar to us, I would think based on the amount or concentration they take in, it would be somewhat similar to what humans experience," Harrison said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-orleans-police-rats-eating-marijuana-02cf5d760649033801b775b41a96d5df
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Trader Joe's $3 mini totes went viral on TikTok. Now, they're reselling for hundreds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A Trader Joe's mini tote bag is shown in Palmyra, N.J., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The bag is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (AP Photo/Christina Paciolla)]
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[image: A Trader Joe's mini tote bag is shown in Palmyra, N.J., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The bag is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (AP Photo/Christina Paciolla)]
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[image: FILE - A shopper pushes a cart from the Trader Joe's supermarket on July 28, 2022, in Hadley, Mass. Trader Joe's mini canvas tote is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (Carol Lollis/The Daily Hampshire Gazette via AP, File)]
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    [image: A Trader Joe's mini tote bag is shown in Palmyra, N.J., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The bag is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (AP Photo/Christina Paciolla)]
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A Trader Joe's mini tote bag is shown in Palmyra, N.J., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The bag is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (AP Photo/Christina Paciolla)
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[image: A Trader Joe's mini tote bag is shown in Palmyra, N.J., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The bag is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (AP Photo/Christina Paciolla)]
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[image: FILE - A shopper pushes a cart from the Trader Joe's supermarket on July 28, 2022, in Hadley, Mass. Trader Joe's mini canvas tote is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (Carol Lollis/The Daily Hampshire Gazette via AP, File)]
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FILE - A shopper pushes a cart from the Trader Joe's supermarket on July 28, 2022, in Hadley, Mass. Trader Joe's mini canvas tote is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. (Carol Lollis/The Daily Hampshire Gazette via AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Trader Joe's mini canvas tote is the latest item to cause a stir on social media, so much so that resellers are taking advantage of the hype. 
The mini totes are offered in four colors -- blue, red, green, and yellow -- and they are all in high demand. The bags, retailing for $2.99, are now advertised on platforms like eBay and Facebook Marketplace for many times their original price.
Offers from third-party sellers range significantly, but as of Wednesday, listings ranged from about $20 for a single bag to as high as $999 for a set of four.
Videos shared on social media show crowds of customers visiting Trader Joe's stores hoping to get their hands on one of the highly-coveted mini totes. Beyond the checkout line, TikTokers have gained tens of thousands of views for sharing and customizing their bags with detail paint, buttons, and embroidery designs.

    


"Our Mini Canvas Tote Bags certainly sold more quickly than we anticipated," said Nakia Rohde, a spokesperson for Trader Joe's. "Before we had the opportunity to promote them in any way, customers across the country found them at their neighborhood Trader Joe's."
While Trader Joe's is no stranger to having its products go viral, the Monrovia, California-based grocery chain also said it does not condone the reselling its products -- with Rohde stressing that "our customers, in our stores, are our focus."





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Exclusivity and limited supply are always key factors impacting both prices and consumer behavior. Beyond the added influence of the internet, that's previously been displayed in demand for products ranging from the scarcity of Huy Fong Foods' Sriracha to empty toilet paper shelves seen at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
"We as humans seem to hoard things that social media makes us think is desirable or important," Jay Zagorsky, a clinical associate professor at Boston University's Questrom School of Business, told The Associated Press via email. He added that such bulk buying -- whether it's Trader Joe's mini totes or COVID-era toilet paper -- can also help consumers feel more secure, as future availability may be uncertain.

    


Of course, Trader Joe's mini totes aren't the first to become a viral sensation. Stanley cups, for example, similarly skyrocketed to online fame this year, with demand for the tumblers causing chaos at retailers nationwide. Limited-edition Stanley cups have also been priced up by third-party sellers.
The mini totes have sold out in stores across the country, but shoppers can expect to see them return. "We do have more Trader Joe's Mini Canvas Tote Bags coming," said Rohde. "Customers can expect to see them in our stores in late summer." 
______________
AP Business Reporter Wyatte Grantham-Philips contributed to this report from New York.
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A Danish hippie oasis has fought drug sales for years. Now, locals want to tear up the whole street

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police patrol Pusher Street in at Christiania, Copenhagen, Friday, May 25, 2018, after the street reopened after having been closed for three days. The inhabitants of Copenhagen's freewheeling Christiania neighborhood want dig up the aptly named Pusher Street where cannabis has been sold for decades although the trade is illegal, in the latest attempt to stop the hashish sale which has led to deadly gang turf wars and sometimes violent confrontations with the police. (Nils Meilvang/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Police patrol Pusher Street in at Christiania, Copenhagen, Friday, May 25, 2018, after the street reopened after having been closed for three days. The inhabitants of Copenhagen's freewheeling Christiania neighborhood want dig up the aptly named Pusher Street where cannabis has been sold for decades although the trade is illegal, in the latest attempt to stop the hashish sale which has led to deadly gang turf wars and sometimes violent confrontations with the police. (Nils Meilvang/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- The inhabitants of Copenhagen's freewheeling Christiania neighborhood plan to dig up the aptly named Pusher Street, in their latest attempt to stop illegal hashish sales which have led to deadly gang turf wars and sometimes violent confrontations with the police.
Residents of the hippie enclave are calling for volunteers to help dig up the street on April 6, the Berlingske newspaper wrote Thursday. All are welcome, and participants can take home one of its cobblestones as a souvenir. 
It is yet unclear what will replace the street.
The residents are fighting to preserve Christiania's reputation as a "free-wheeling society" made up of political idealists and aging hippies. For years, hash has been sold openly in Christiania from roadside stalls, among buildings painted in psychedelic colors. But inhabitants say that feuding gangs, not them, control the trade and the survival of their community hinges on ending it. 

    


The neighborhood has been a world apart from the rest of Copenhagen since 1973, when hippies squatted at a derelict naval base and set up a community dedicated to the flower-power ideals popular at the time: free cannabis, limited government influence, no cars and no police. 




After more than four decades of locking horns with authorities, they were given control over their homes when the state sold the 84-acre (24-hectare) enclave for 85.4 million kroner ($12.5 million) to a foundation owned by its inhabitants. There are nearly 700 adults and about 150 children living in the community today, and it's one of the Danish capital's biggest tourist attractions. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The "Christianites" have made several attempts to close the hashish market in the roughly 100 meter (328 foot)-long street. Police say the trade, worth millions, is controlled by the Hells Angels and the outlawed Loyal to Family.
Authorities tolerated hashish sales in Christiania until 2004, when police started to crack down. To preempt police raids, residents took down hash booths, but trading soon came back. Last year, they brought heavy machinery to tear down the market but masked men stopped them.

    


In the past month, Christiania has worked with local authorities to make plan that includes ending the drug trade and replacing it with other activities. 
The social and housing ministry said that it was "an important prerequisite to get rid of the organized hashish trade" before Christiania can get 14.3 million kroner ($2.1 million) earmarked for the work. 
A 30-year-old man who was selling drugs was shot and killed, and four others injured, in August; in 2022, a man selling hashish from one of the street's booths was shot dead. The previous year, a man was shot and killed at the entrance to the same street. 
Last year, the mayor of Copenhagen urged foreigners not to buy hashish there because of the deadly shootings.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/denmark-christiania-hippies-hashish-pusher-street-1c562cd4989c10d5cfb867c9b56fefe2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Montana man used animal tissue and testicles to breed 'giant' sheep for sale to hunting preserves

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This undated handout photo provided by the Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, shows a sheep nicknamed Montana Mountain King that was part of unlawful scheme to create large, hybrid species of wild sheep for sale to hunting preserves in Texas. A Montana man pleaded guilty on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, to federal wildlife trafficking charges in the case. (Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks via AP)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- A Montana rancher illegally used tissue and testicles from wild sheep killed by hunters in central Asia and the U.S. to breed "giant" hybrid sheep for sale to private hunting preserves in Texas, according to court documents and federal prosecutors.
Arthur "Jack" Schubarth, 80, of Vaughn, Montana pleaded guilty to felony charges of wildlife trafficking and conspiracy to traffic wildlife during an appearance Tuesday before a federal judge in Great Falls. Each count carries a maximum penalty of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine.
Court documents describe a yearslong conspiracy, beginning in 2013, in which Schubarth and at least five other people sought to create "giant sheep hybrids" by cross-breeding different species. Their goal was to garner high prices from hunting preserves where people shoot captive trophy game animals for a fee.

    


Using biological tissue obtained from a hunter who killed a wild sheep in Kyrgyzstan belonging to the world's largest species of the animals -- Marco Polo argali sheep -- Schubarth procured cloned embryos of the animal from a lab, according to court documents. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Montana man used animal tissue and testicles to breed 'giant' sheep for sale to hunting preserves.
    

    
    
    Federal prosecutors say a Montana rancher illegally used tissue and testicles from wild sheep that were killed by hunters in central Asia and the U.S. to breed "giant" sheep hybrids for sale to private hunting preserves in Texas. AP's Lisa Dwyer reports.

    





The embryos were later implanted in a ewe, resulting in a pure Marco Polo argali sheep that Schubert named "Montana Mountain King," the documents show. Semen from Montana Mountain King was used to artificially impregnate other ewes to create a larger and more valuable species of sheep, including one offspring that he reached an agreement to sell to two people in Texas for $10,000, according to the documents.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Male argali sheep can top 300 pounds with horns up to 5 feet long, according to officials, making them prized among some hunters. They are protected under international convention as a threatened species and outlawed for import into Montana to protect native sheep from disease and hybridization.
A person who was not named in court documents shipped 74 ewes of a prohibited sheep species from Minnesota to Schubarth's ranch to be artificially inseminated with Montana Mountain King semen, the documents show. Offspring that had only a portion of the central Asian sheep's genetics sold for lesser amounts. 

    


In 2019, Schubarth paid $400 to a hunting guide for testicles from a trophy-sized Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep killed in Montana. Schubarth extracted semen from bighorn sheep testicles and used it to breed large bighorn sheep and sheep crossbred with the argali species, the documents show.
Assistant U.S. Attorney General Todd Kim described Schubarth's actions as "an audacious scheme to create massive hybrid sheep species to be sold and hunted as trophies." Kim said the defendant violated the Lacey Act that restricts wildlife trafficking and prohibits the sale of falsely labeled wildlife.
Schubarth said when reached by telephone on Wednesday that his attorney had advised him not to talk about the case.
"I would love to talk about it but can't do it now," he said. His attorney, Jason Holden, did not immediately respond to telephone messages seeking comment.

    


Authorities agreed under the terms of a plea deal not to pursue further charges against the defendant pending his cooperation in the government's ongoing investigation in the wildlife trafficking case.
Montana Mountain King is in the custody of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, according to Department of Justice spokesperson Matthew Nies. As part of the plea deal, Schubert agreed to quarantine any other sheep containing Marco Polo argali genetics and any bighorn sheep that were harvested from the wild.
The deal also allows federal wildlife officials to inspect and, if needed, neuter the animals.
Captive animal facilities where game species can be raised and hunted were banned in Montana under a 2000 ballot initiative. But they remain legal in some other states. 
Schubarth's 215-acre ranch is state-licensed as an alternative livestock facility, said Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks spokesperson Greg Lemon. It was grandfathered in when the 2000 ballot initiative passed and has continued to operate, although hunting is prohibited, Lemon said.
Sentencing for Schubarth is set for July 11 before U.S. District Judge Brian Morris.
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- David E. Harris, who flew bombers for the U.S. military and broke barriers in 1964 when he became the first Black pilot hired at a major U.S. airline, has died. He was 89.
Harris' family said he died March 8 in Marietta, Georgia. No cause was given.
Harris spent 30 years flying for American Airlines. CEO Robert Isom called him a trailblazer.
"Capt. Harris opened the doors and inspired countless Black pilots to pursue their dreams to fly," said Isom, who pledged to honor Harris' legacy by continuing to offer aviation careers "for those who otherwise might not know it's possible."
Harris flew for the Air Force for more than six years but struggled to find work in the airline industry. Before he went to work for American Airlines, his job applications were rejected or ignored, he said. 
"I was perfectly aware that there weren't any Black pilots flying with the airlines," Harris told South Carolina Living magazine in 2015. "I didn't want to go with any airline that wasn't really ready to hire Blacks."

    


Harris said the chief pilot at American told him, "We don't care if you're Black, white or chartreuse. We only want to know, can you fly the plane?"




On the job, he nevertheless encountered tense moments. Harris recalled to National Public Radio two years ago when he and a white co-pilot flew into Washington, D.C., a few days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. Smoke was rising from fires that broke out during riots in the nation's capital.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris said the co-pilot "was making all kinds of nasty comments about King, and I sat quiet in the other seat" to avoid an argument while the two of them landed a plane full of passengers.
Even 60 years after Harris' hiring, Blacks employees remain underrepresented in aviation. Black people make up 12.8% of the U.S. population but only 3.6% of pilots, according to government figures.

    


Harris was born in 1934 in Columbus, Ohio. After earning a degree in education from The Ohio State University, he joined the Air Force and faced discrimination in areas surrounding bases in Florida and Texas, according to his family. 
After passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, Harris began applying to major airlines and became the first Black aviator to enter pilot training for a commercial airline, his family said. He eventually became an instructor at American's flight academy and helped create the Organization of Black Airline Pilots. 
"Reaching back and helping others to succeed -- that's what I'd like for my legacy to be," he told NPR.
Harris retired in 1994 but kept flying in his single-engine Socata Trinidad aircraft.
Harris is survived by two daughters, six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, according to his family. 
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Federal officials say they're investigating a tire problem on an American Airlines flight to LA

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An American Airlines Boeing 777 is framed by utility wires as it prepares to land at Miami International Airport, Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021, in Miami. An American Airlines flight landed safely in Los Angeles on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, after the flight crew reported a potential mechanical issue with the plane. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)]
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                                        FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- Federal officials are investigating after an American Airlines plane flying from Dallas to Los Angeles suffered a tire problem just a week after a United Airlines jetliner lost a tire during takeoff.
The Federal Aviation Administration said Thursday that American flight 345 "blew a tire" during takeoff from Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport. American said, however, that the pilots got a warning of low pressure in one of the tires.
The Boeing 777 landed safely and taxied to the gate under its own power, American said.
That model of plane has 14 tires: six on each of the two main landing gear assemblies and two more under the nose landing gear. The FAA is also investigating an incident last week in which a United Airlines Boeing 777 lost a tire during takeoff in San Francisco and cut short a flight to Japan to land safely at Los Angeles International Airport.
Both planes in the recent incidents are more than 20 years old. 
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Europe asks Google, Facebook, TikTok and other platforms how they're reducing generative AI risks

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The TikTok logo is seen on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen which displays the TikTok home screen, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Boston. European Union regulators ratcheted up scrutiny of big tech companies including Google, Facebook and TikTok by looking into how they're dealing with risks from generative artificial intelligence such as the viral spread of deepfakes. The EU's executive Commission said Thursday, March 14, 2024, it has sent questionnaires about measures for curbing generative AI's risks to eight platforms and search engines. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Google's first datacenter in Germany is pictured during its inauguration in Hanau near Frankfurt, Germany, Oct. 6, 2023. European Union regulators ratcheted up scrutiny of big tech companies including Google, Facebook and TikTok by looking into how they're dealing with risks from generative artificial intelligence such as the viral spread of deepfakes. The EU's executive Commission said Thursday, March 14, 2024, it has sent questionnaires about measures for curbing generative AI's risks to eight platforms and search engines. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union regulators on Thursday ratcheted up scrutiny of big tech companies including Google, Facebook and TikTok with requests for information on how they're dealing with risks from generative artificial intelligence, such as the viral spread of deepfakes. 
The European Commission, the EU's executive branch, has sent questionnaires about the ways that eight platforms and search engines -- including Microsoft's Bing, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube and X, formerly Twitter -- are curbing the risks of generative AI.
The 27-nation bloc is flexing new regulatory powers acquired under the Digital Services Act, a sweeping set of regulations that took effect last year with the aim of cleaning up big online platforms and keeping users safe, under threat of hefty fines.
The EU is wielding the DSA and other existing regulations to govern AI until its groundbreaking rulebook for the technology takes effect. Lawmakers approved the AI Act, the world's first comprehensive AI rules, but the provisions covering generative AI won't kick in until next year.

    


Other AI-related risks that the commission is worried about include systems coming up with false information -- known as "hallucinations" -- and the automated manipulation of services to mislead voters.




The commission said its requests for information are about both the creation and spread of generative AI content. For example, it's seeking internal documents on how companies have reviewed the risks and worked to mitigate them as they deal with generative AI's impact on everything from electoral processes and the spread of illegal content to gender-based violence and the protection of minors. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

European authorities are probing tech platforms' readiness for AI-fueled misinformation and disinformation as they prepare for EU-wide elections set for early June. Commission officials said they want to know whether big online platforms are ready in case a "high-impact" deepfake appears at the last minute and spreads widely. 

    


The EU wants answers from companies on their election protections by April 5 and on the other topics by April 26. The commission could follow up with a more in-depth investigation, but it's not guaranteed. 
Chinese e-commerce platform AliExpress also faces DSA scrutiny. The commission said it opened formal proceedings to determine whether the company failed to protect consumers by allowing the sale of risky products such as fake medicine and children in particular by allowing access to porn. A lack of measures to stop influencers peddling illegal or harmful products also is being examined, it said. 
AliExpress said in a statement that it respects all rules and regulations in the markets where it operates. 
The company said it has been "working with, and will continue to work with, the relevant authorities on making sure we comply with applicable standards and will continue to ensure that we will be able to meet the requirements of the DSA."
Separately, the commission asked LinkedIn for information on whether it's complying with the DSA's ban on targeting ads to people based on sensitive types of personal data such as sexual orientiation, race and political opinions.
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Report claims Yemen's Houthis have a hypersonic missile, possibly raising stakes in Red Sea crisis

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Houthi supporters attend a rally against the U.S. airstrikes on Yemen and the Israeli offensive against the Palestinians in Gaza SAtrip, in Sanaa, Yemen, Friday, March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)]
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        Report claims Yemen's Houthis have a hypersonic missile, possibly raising stakes in Red Sea crisis
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels claim to have a new, hypersonic missile in their arsenal, Russia's state media reported Thursday, potentially raising the stakes in their ongoing attacks on shipping in the Red Sea and surrounding waterways against the backdrop of Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 
The report by the state-run RIA Novosti news agency cited an unnamed official but provided no evidence for the claim. It comes as Moscow maintains an aggressively counter-Western foreign policy amid its grinding war on Ukraine. 
However, the Houthis have for weeks hinted about "surprises" they plan for the battles at sea to counter the United States and its allies, which have so far been able to down any missile or bomb-carrying drone that comes near their warships in Mideast waters.
Meanwhile, Iran and the U.S. reportedly held indirect talks in Oman, the first in months amid their long-simmering tensions over Tehran's rapidly advancing nuclear program and attacks by its proxies. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Report claims Yemen's Houthis have a hypersonic missile, possibly raising stakes in Red Sea crisis.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on Yemen's Houthi rebels.

    


    


Iran, the Houthis' main benefactor, claims to have a hypersonic missile and has widely armed the rebels with the missiles they now use. Adding a hypersonic missile to their arsenal could pose a more formidable challenge to the air defense systems employed by America and its allies, including Israel. 




"The group's missile forces have successfully tested a missile that is capable of reaching speeds of up to Mach 8 and runs on solid fuel," a military official close to the Houthis said, according to the RIA report. The Houthis "intend to begin manufacturing it for use during attacks in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, as well as against targets in Israel." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mach 8 is eight times the speed of sound.
Hypersonic weapons, which fly at speeds higher than Mach 5, could pose crucial challenges to missile defense systems because of their speed and maneuverability. 

    


Ballistic missiles fly on a trajectory in which anti-missile systems like the U.S.-made Patriot can anticipate their path and intercept them. The more irregular the missile's flight path, such as a hypersonic missile with the ability to change directions, the more difficult it becomes to intercept.
China is believed to be pursuing the weapons, as is America. Russia claims it has already used them.
In Yemen, Abdul Malik al-Houthi, the Houthi rebels' secretive supreme leader, boasted about the rebels' weapons efforts at the end of February, saying: "We have surprises that the enemies do not expect at all."
A week ago, he similarly warned: "What is coming is greater."
"The enemy ... will see the level of achievements of strategic importance that place our country in its capabilities among the limited and numbered countries in this world," al-Houthi said, without elaborating. 
After seizing Yemen's capital, Sanaa, in 2014, the Houthis ransacked government arsenals, which held Soviet-era Scud missiles and other arms. 
As the Saudi-led coalition entered Yemen's conflict on behalf of its exiled government in 2015, the Houthis' arsenal was increasingly targeted. Soon -- and despite Yemen having no indigenous missile manufacturing infrastructure -- newer missiles made their way into rebel hands. 

    


Iran long has denied arming the Houthis, likely because of a yearslong United Nations arms embargo on the rebels. However, the U.S. and its allies have seized multiple arms shipments bound for the rebels in Mideast waters. Weapons experts as well have tied Houthi arms seized on the battlefield back to Iran.
Iran also now claims to have a hypersonic weapon. In June, Iran unveiled its Fattah, or "Conqueror" in Farsi, missile, which it described as being a hypersonic. It described another as being in development. 
Iran's mission to the U.N. did not respond to a request for comment Thursday, nor did the U.S. Navy's Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, which patrols Mideast waterways. 
Israel's military -- which also has come under Houthi fire since the war against Hamas erupted on Oct. 7 when Hamas-led militants attacked Israel, killing 1,200 people and taking 250 others hostage -- declined to comment. 

    


Also Thursday, The Financial Times reported that the U.S. and Iran held indirect talks in Oman in January that America hoped would curtail the Red Sea attacks. The last known round of such talks had come last May.
Iran's state-run IRNA news agency indirectly acknowledged the talks but insisted they were "merely limited to negotiations on lifting anti-Iran sanctions." 
The U.S. State Department did not deny the January talks took place in a statement to The Associated Press, saying: "We have many channels for passing messages to Iran."
"Since Oct. 7, all of (the communications) have been focused on raising the full range of threats emanating from Iran and the need for Iran to cease its across-the-board escalation," it added.
The Houthis have attacked ships since November, saying they want to force Israel to end the war in Gaza, which has seen over 31,000 Palestinians killed in the besieged strip. The ships attacked, however, have increasingly had little or no connection to Israel, the U.S. or other nations involved in the war. 

    


But the assaults have raised the profile of the Houthis, whose Zaydi people ruled a 1,000-year kingdom in Yemen up until 1962. Adding a new weapon increases that cachet and puts more pressure on Israel after a cease-fire deal failed to take hold in Gaza before the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 
Earlier in March, a Houthi missile struck a commercial ship in the Gulf of Aden, killing three of its crew members and forcing survivors to abandon the vessel. It marked their first fatal attack by the Houthis on shipping. 
Other recent Houthi actions include an attack last month on a cargo ship carrying fertilizer, the Rubymar, which later sank after drifting for several days.
A new suspected Houthi attack targeted a ship in the Gulf of Aden on Thursday, but missed the vessel and caused no damage, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said. 
Fabian Hinz, a missile expert and research fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies, said he wouldn't be surprised if Iran transferred a new, hypersonic weapon to the Houthis. However, the question is how maneuverable such a weapon would be at hypersonic speeds and whether it could hit moving targets, like ships in the Red Sea.
"I wouldn't exclude the possibility that the Houthis have some system that has some maneuvering capability to some extent," Hinz said. "It is also possible for the Iranians to transfer new stuff for the Houthis to test it."
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UK high court rules Australian computer scientist is not mysterious bitcoin founder as he claims

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Dr. Craig Wright arrives at the Federal Courthouse, on Nov. 16, 2021, in Miami. Britain's high court ruled Thursday March 14, 2024 that an Australian computer scientist is not, as he claimed, the mysterious creator of the bitcoin cryptocurrency. Craig Wright has for eight years claimed that he was the man behind ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's high court ruled Thursday that an Australian computer scientist is not, as he claimed, the mysterious creator of the bitcoin cryptocurrency.
Craig Wright has for eight years claimed that he was the man behind "Satoshi Nakamoto," the pseudonym that masked the identity of the creator of bitcoin.
His claim was rejected by the Crypto Open Patent Alliance, or Copa, a non-profit group of technology and cryptocurrency firms, who brought the case to court.
In his ruling, Justice James Mellor said Wright did not invent bitcoin, was not the man behind Satoshi, or the author of the initial versions of the bitcoin software. Further explanation will emerge when Mellor's written statement is published at a later date.
"Having considered all the evidence and submissions presented to me in this trial, I've reached the conclusion that the evidence is overwhelming," he said, according to a court transcript.

    


During the trial, Copa claimed Wright had created an "elaborate false narrative" and forged documents to suggest he was Satoshi and had "terrorized" those who questioned him. 
A spokesperson for Copa said Thursday's decision is a "win for developers, for the entire open source community, and for the truth." 




"For over eight years, Dr. Wright and his financial backers have lied about his identity as Satoshi Nakamoto and used that lie to bully and intimidate developers in the bitcoin community," the spokesperson added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wright, who attended the start of the five-week trial, denied the allegations.
At stake was not just bragging rights to the creation of bitcoin, the world's most popular virtual currency, but control of the intellectual property rights.
Wright has used his claim as bitcoin's inventor to file litigation to drive developers away from further developing the open-source technology, the alliance claimed in their lawsuit. The ruling will clearly impact three pending lawsuits that Wright has filed based on his claim to having the intellectual property rights to bitcoin.

    


The murky origins of bitcoin date to the height of the financial crisis in 2008. A paper authored by a person or group using the Nakamoto pen name explained how digital currency could be sent around the world anonymously, without banks or national currencies. Nakamoto seemed to vanish three years later.
Speculation on the true identity swirled for years and the names of several candidates emerged when Wright first surfaced to claim the identity in 2016, only to quickly return to the shadows, saying he didn't "have the courage" to provide more proof.
Bitcoin is the world's most high-profile digital currency, and like others is not tied to any bank or government. Like cash, it allows users to spend and receive money anonymously, or mostly so. It can be converted to cash when deposited into accounts at prices set in online trading. 
Supporters say it can be more trustworthy than traditional money, which can be vulnerable to the whims of those in power. Skeptics say their volatility has introduced a potential new risk to the global financial system, and fret about their potential to promote illicit activities and introduce uncertainty.

    


Despite occasional big wobbles, one bitcoin is now worth over $70,000, three times what it was worth just a year ago. 
Thursday's verdict is a relief to the crypto exchanges who have been rejecting the idea of Wright as Satoshi.
"Satoshi understood the value of decentralization and built bitcoin so that it could not be controlled by a single person or entity," said a spokesperson for Kraken, one of the biggest exchanges. "We're pleased the court recognized the overwhelming evidence that categorically settles that Wright is not Satoshi."
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Bill that could ban TikTok passed in the House. Here's what to know

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    TikTok once again finds itself in a precarious position as lawmakers in Washington move forward with a bill that could lead to a nationwide ban on the platform. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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    [image: FILE - Fans sit under a TikTok ad at a baseball game at Yankee Stadium, April 14, 2023, in New York. A bill that could lead to the popular video-sharing app TikTok being unavailable in the United States is quickly gaining traction in the House. Lawmakers advanced legislation against TikTok Thursday as they voiced concerns about the potential for the platform to surveil and manipulate Americans. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - The TikTok logo is displayed on a smartphone screen, Sept. 28, 2020, in Tokyo, Japan. The European Union is looking into whether TikTok has broken the bloc's strict new digital rules for cleaning up social media and keeping internet users safe. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- TikTok once again finds itself in a precarious position as lawmakers in Washington move forward with a bill that could lead to a nationwide ban on the platform. 
The House on Wednesday passed legislation that would ban TikTok if its China-based owner ByteDance doesn't sell its stakes in the popular social media platform within six months of the bill's enactment. 
Here's what you need to know: 
What's in the House bill?
The legislation essentially gives ByteDance two options: sell TikTok or face a ban. 
If ByteDance chooses to divest its stakes, TikTok would continue to operate in the U.S. if the President determines "through an inter-agency process" that the platform is "no longer being controlled by a foreign adversary." The bill would also require ByteDance to give up control of TikTok's well-known algorithm, which feeds users content based off their preferences. 

    


Experts have said it will be challenging for ByteDance to sell TikTok in a few months. 
If the company chooses not to sell, TikTok would be prohibited from app stores - such as those offered by Apple and Google - as well as web-hosting services until a divesture occurs, according to the bill. 
Why are lawmakers concerned about TikTok?




Lawmakers from both parties - as well as law enforcement and intelligence officials - have long expressed concerns that Chinese authorities could force ByteDance to hand over data on the 170 million Americans who use TikTok. The worry stems from a set of Chinese national security laws that compel organizations to assist with intelligence gathering - which ByteDance would likely be subject to - and other far-reaching ways the country's authoritarian government exercises control. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TikTok has denied assertions that it could be used as a tool of the Chinese government. The company has said it has never shared U.S. user data with Chinese authorities and won't do so if its asked. To date, U.S. government also has not provided any evidence that shows TikTok shared such information with Chinese authorities. 

    


Apart from security concerns, some lawmakers, researchers and critics of TikTok posit the app suppresses content unfavorable to Beijing, which TikTok denies. The Office of the Director of National Intelligence also warned in a report released Monday that the Chinese government has used TikTok to influence recent U.S. elections. 
"TikTok accounts run by a PRC propaganda arm reportedly targeted candidates from both political parties during the U.S. midterm election cycle in 2022," the report said. 
Will TikTok shut down now?
No. The Senate would also need to pass the measure for it to become law. But it's unclear what will happen in that chamber, where several bills aimed at banning TikTok have stalled. Senate lawmakers have indicated this bill would undergo a thorough review.
President Joe Biden has said he will sign the bill if lawmakers pass it. If that happens, ByteDance would have 180 days to sell TikTok to a qualified buyer. 
The proposal could also be challenged in the courts by TikTok, which has sued to counter other attempts to ban the platform both nationally and at the state level. 

    


What happened to the previous attempts made to ban TikTok?
In 2020, former President Donald Trump attempted to ban the social media platform through an executive order. This was later blocked by the courts after TikTok sued. 
The Trump administration also brokered a deal in 2020 that would have had U.S. corporations Oracle and Walmart take a large stake in TikTok on national security grounds. But the sale never went through for a number of reasons, one being China, which imposed stricter export controls on its technology providers. 
The Biden administration revoked Trump's executive order but continued a review of the platform by the secretive Committee on Foreign Investment in the U.S., an intra-agency committee that reportedly threatened to ban TikTok last year if its Chinese owners don't divest their stakes. The White House acknowledged last month that review remains ongoing. 
Other efforts from federal lawmakers to enact nationwide bans were stalled last year amid lobbying from TikTok as well as influencers and small businesses who use the platform. The American Civil Liberties Union and some digital rights groups have opposed a TikTok ban on free speech grounds and argued the latest House bill would violate the rights of Americans who rely on the app for information, advocacy and entertainment. 

    


How are TikTok content creators reacting to the latest bill?
If the House bill becomes law, it would be bad news for small businesses who rely on the platform for marketing or sell products on TikTok Shop -- the company's e-commerce arm. It would also impact the lives of social media influencers who have spent years cultivating their following on the platform, and rely on it to acquire brand deals or other types of income. 
Many TikTok influencers were flown into into Washington this week by the company to participate in a lobbying blitz against the bill. Some said a ban on the app would disrupt their lives and businesses. 

    


What about TikTok users?
TikTok sent a notification to some users last week urging them to call their representatives about the measure, which it characterized as a "TikTok shutdown." 
The company told users Congress was planning "total ban" on the platform that could "damage millions of businesses, destroy the livelihoods of countless creators across the country and deny artists an audience." 
On Thursday, many users responded by inundating congressional offices with calls, leading some to shut off their phones.
Can I access TikTok if it gets banned?
Experts say users can likely find ways to get around a ban. 
App users can try to use virtual private networks, or VPNs, to disguise their location and bypass such restrictions, said Roger Entner, a telecom analyst and the founder of Recon Analytics. It will be challenging for the government to crack down on that behavior because there are many foreign VPN services that don't need to abide by U.S. laws, Entner said. 
But the use of VPNs also raises additional security questions, especially for users who go with a free or cheap VPN provider they haven't carefully vetted. 
_
AP journalist Matt O'Brien contributed to this report. 
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AI image-generator Midjourney blocks images of Biden and Trump as election looms

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows former President Donald Trump, left, and President Joe Biden. On Wednesday, March 13, 2024, the popular artificial intelligence image-generator Midjourney announced it has blocked its users from creating images of Biden and Trump ahead of the upcoming U.S. presidential election. (AP Photo)]
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                                        The popular artificial intelligence image-generator Midjourney has started blocking its users from creating fake images of President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump ahead of the upcoming U.S. presidential election, according to tests of the AI tool by The Associated Press. 
With the election in full swing, it's time to "put some foots down on election-related stuff for a bit," Midjourney CEO David Holz told several hundred members of the service's devoted userbase in a digital office hours event Wednesday. 
Declaring that "this moderation stuff is kind of hard," Holz didn't outline exactly what policy changes were being made but described the clampdown as a temporary measure to make it harder for people to abuse the tool. The company didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Attempts by AP journalists to test Midjourney's new policy on Wednesday by asking it to make an image of "Trump and Biden shaking hands at the beach" led to a "Banned Prompt Detected" warning. A second attempt escalated the warning to: "You have triggered an abuse alert."

    


The tiny company -- which has just 11 employees, according to its website -- has largely kept silent in the public debate over how generative AI tools could fuel election misinformation around the world. Midjourney was the only maker of a leading image-generating tool that didn't join a voluntary tech industry pact in February to combat AI-generated deepfakes that deliberately trick voters.




"I don't really care about political speech," Holz said Wednesday. "That's not the purpose of Midjourney. It's not that interesting to me. That said, I also don't want to spend all of my time trying to police political speech. So we're going to have put our foot down on it a bit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Center for Countering Digital Hate released a report earlier this month that concluded Midjourney is already being used to produce images that could support disinformation about political candidates or false claims of election fraud.

    


"Midjourney seemed to have the fewest controls of any AI image-generator when it came to generating images of well-known political figures like Joe Biden and Donald Trump," said Callum Hood, the group's head of research, in an interview Wednesday. "Midjourney was almost unique in both being willing to generate those images and generating quite convincing images of candidates."
The watchdog group tested Midjourney as well as OpenAI's ChatGPT Plus, Stability AI's DreamStudio and Microsoft's Image Creator, and found all had problems, creating election disinformation in 41% of cases. But "Midjourney performed worst of any tool, failing in 65% of test runs," the report said. 
Hood said he wasn't aware if Midjourney changed its policies this week but "its decision to block those images would help seal a major weakness compared to other popular image generators."
As recently as late last week, Midjourney's public database shows users were successfully able to produce images based on prompts such as "Abstract photo of Donald Trump sitting in a tiny electric car" and "joe biden eating ice cream." 

    


But that changed in recent days as users reported they received a warning when trying to make Biden or Trump images. Some complained that Midjourney wasn't properly communicating the changed policy.
Midjourney differs from other image-generators in that it is possible for users to see most other users' written prompts and images because it all happens in public forums on the social media platform Discord. Midjourney's Discord group has more than 19 million members, the largest of any group on the chatting platform. It's where Holz holds his weekly office hours, which can veer into wide-ranging conversations about AI and the future of humanity.
"Anybody who's scared about fake images in 2024 is going to have a hard 2028," Holz said Wednesday. "It will be a very different world at that point. Like, obviously you're still going to have humans running for president in 2028, but they won't be purely human anymore."

    


All the candidates at that time will have real-looking "deepfake chatbots" with simulated talking points, he said. Holz warned Wednesday that people who really want to make deepfakes will find alternatives that "can be fine tuned on specific people and will work better than our systems."
Based near San Francisco and founded in 2020, the company describes itself as an "independent research lab exploring new mediums of thought and expanding the imaginative powers of the human species." It first unveiled the public version of its image-generator in July 2022. That -- and the release of a key rival, Stable Diffusion, later that summer -- sparked growing fascination with generative AI technology that intensified with the debut of ChatGPT several months later. 
Holz told The Associated Press later that year that Midjourney works to ban offensive and harmful content, usually by blocking certain keywords and having its team of moderators track outputs and respond to complaints from other users. 
"We really try to let people make the broadest set of images possible but we do ban people every day from the service," Holz said in late 2022. 
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Waymo's robotaxi service expands into Los Angeles, starting free rides in parts of the city
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Robotaxis will begin cruising the streets of Los Angeles on Thursday when Google spinoff Waymo starts offering free rides to some of the roughly 50,000 people who have signed up for its driverless ride-hailing service.
Waymo is expanding into Los Angeles, the second largest U.S. city, seven months after California regulators authorized its robotaxis to begin charging for around-the-clock rides throughout San Francisco. That came despite objections from local officials who asserted the driverless vehicles posed unacceptable risks to public safety. 
Although Waymo isn't charging for rides in its robotaxis in Los Angeles to start, the company said in a blog post announcing the expansion that it will eventually collect fares from passengers there too. Waymo also hopes to begin commercial operations in Austin, Texas, later this year, a goal that makes its robotaxi service available in four major U.S. cities 15 years after it began as a secret project within Google. Waymo's robotaxis have been charging for rides in Phoenix since 2020.

    


For now, Waymo's free rides in Los Angeles will cover a 63-square-mile (101-square-kilometer) area spanning from Santa Monica to downtown.




Waymo is launching operations in Los Angeles two weeks after the California Public Utilities Commission approved the expansion in a decision that once again overrode the concerns of city transportation officials about robotaxis coming to sudden stops that block roads and the potential for driverless vehicles to malfunction in more serious ways that could jeopardize lives.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The worst fears about robotaxis were realized in San Francisco last October when a vehicle operated by Cruise, a driverless ride-hailing service owned by General Motors, dragged a pedestrian who was hit by another car operated by a human for 20 feet (6 meters) while traveling at roughly 7 mph (11 kph) before coming to a stop. The incident resulted in California regulators suspending Cruise's state license and triggered a massive shakeup at that service.
Waymo's robotaxis so far haven't been involved in any major accidents.
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Commercial rocket trying to put a satellite into orbit explodes moments after liftoff in Japan

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A rocket touted as Japan's first from the private sector to go into orbit exploded shortly after takeoff on Wednesday, Mar. 13. Livestreamed video of the launch showed the rocket called Kairos blasting off, but exploding midair within seconds.
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    [image: Space One's Kairos rocket explodes after liftoff from a launch pad in Kushimoto, Wakayama prefecture, western Japan, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A commercial rocket trying to put a satellite into orbit was intentionally exploded shortly after liftoff Wednesday morning in central Japan following a problem that's still under investigation. 
Space One was aiming to be Japan's first private sector success at putting a satellite into orbit.
Online video showed the Kairos rocket blasting off in a mountainous area filled with trees then exploding five seconds later. A huge plume of smoke engulfed the area, and flames shot up in some spots. Spurts of water were shown trying to put out the blaze.
Live footage on public broadcaster NHK showed debris scattering from the sky and later charred pieces were shown strewn about on the ground. 
No injuries were reported and the fire was brought under control, according to the fire department for Kushimoto city in Wakayama prefecture.

    


The launch was halted five seconds after liftoff but the problem that was detected by the rocket's automated system was unclear and still under investigation, according to Space One. 
It occurred during step two of the launch, with the first step being liftoff, and all the pieces of the rocket landed on Space One's property, the company said. 
"We are taking what happened in a positive way and remain prepared to take up the next challenge," President Masakazu Toyoda told reporters.
The rocket was supposed to have sent a government-made satellite into orbit around Earth to gather various information, including monitoring possible dangers from rocket launches from neighboring North Korea. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But one of its main purposes was for Japan to play catch-up as rocket launches here have fallen behind that of the U.S. and China. The launch has been delayed several times.
Toyoda and other officials stressed that space travel succeeds only after multiple failures. He even refused to call the aborted launch a failure, and declined to reveal the costs or when the investigation might be completed. 

    


Tokyo-based Space One was set up in 2018, with investments from major Japanese companies, including Canon Electronics, IHI, Shimizu and major banks. It's hoping to eventually offer space services and travel. 
Japan's main space exploration effort has been led by the government under JAXA, the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, which has developed various rockets, sent a spacecraft to the moon and brought back asteroid samples for research. 
Japan's companies are aiming to become a larger part of the growing global space business, as exemplified by ventures abroad like Elon Musk's Space X.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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Equal education, unequal pay: Why is there still a gender pay gap in 2024?
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Not even education can close the pay gap that persists between women and men, according to a recent U.S. Census Bureau report. 
Whether women earn a post-secondary certificate or graduate from a top-tier university, they still make about 71 cents on the dollar compared with men at the same education level, Census Bureau research found.
That difference is coming into stark view on Equal Pay Day, and in spite of the fact that women comprise more than half of college-educated workers and participate in the labor force at record rates. 
Rather than comparing full-time working men to full-time working women, the Feb. 22 Census Bureau report juxtaposes men and women with the same education caliber: graduates of certificate degree programs and those who hold bachelor's degrees from the most selective universities, explained economist Kendall Houghton, a co-author of the research. The report also includes graduates who may have opted out of the labor force, such as women taking on child care responsibilities.

    


"The main point here is that there's a substantial gap at every single level," added Census Bureau economist and co-author Ariel Binder.
Field of study, choice of occupation and hours account for much of the discrepancy, but not all. Field of study, for instance, contributes to the pay gap much more for top graduates (24.6%), but for less selective degree holders accounted for only a sliver (3.8%). And the number of hours and weeks worked affect the pay gap more for certificate earners (26.4%) than selective bachelor's degree earners (11.3%), suggesting there is a bigger gender difference in work participation for certificate holders, Binder said.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the same time, about 31% of the gap for each education level remains unexplained, suggesting less easily measured factors such as gender stereotypes and discrimination may be at play.

    


Chantel Adams says she isn't surprised that the gender pay gap persists even among men and women with the same level and quality of education, or that the gap is wider for Black and Hispanic women.
A senior marketing executive who holds an MBA from University of North Carolina's Kenan-Flagler Business School, Adams said her qualifications aren't enough to counteract the headwinds she faces in her career as a Black woman.
Despite taking on extra responsibilities and an undisputedly strong performance, Adams said she was turned down for a promotion because she was told that "I was so articulate and sharp that it was intimidating to some people."
"I have nearly $300,000 of post-high school education. It would be surprising if I weren't articulate and sharp," said Adams, who is based in Durham, North Carolina.
She said her peers at the company -- one of whom did not have an MBA -- were promoted while she was held back two years in a row.
"It's unreasonable and unfair to hold someone's strengths against them," Adams said. "I would consider that as something that is race-based."
Broadly, younger women are closer to wage parity with younger men, according to Carolina Aragao, who researches social and demographic trends at Pew Research Center. But the gap widens between the ages of 35 and 44, which coincides with when women are most likely to have a child at home.

    


"That does not play out the same way for men," Aragao said, adding that there is actually an opposite phenomenon known as the fatherhood premium, in which fathers tend to earn more than other workers, including men without children at home.
Despite women making vast gains in C-suite and high-earning industry representation, wage gap improvement has stalled for about 20 years, Aragao said. Uneven child care and household responsibilities, falling college wage premiums, and overrepresentation in lower-paying occupations are all contributors to why the pay gap stubbornly remains.
For Adams, the best strategy to overcome them has been to keep changing jobs -- six times in 10 years, across multiple states in her case.
"I knew that I needed to be intentional and move with urgency as I navigated my career in order to work against that headwind," she said. "When those opportunities were not afforded me within one company, I've gone elsewhere."

    


Adams said job coaching, mentorship, and support from Forte Foundation, a nonprofit focused on women's advancement, have been instrumental to her success, while salary transparency laws -- and even salary transparency within social circles -- could help alleviate the significant pay gap challenges women of color face.
But corporate diversity initiatives have been subject to a growing list of lawsuits ever since the Supreme Court struck down affirmative action in college admissions. Adams said she worries that without affirmative action, corporate racial diversity could decrease, too. 
"The big question that is looming over my head and probably many other executive leaders is: What does that do to the pipeline of diverse candidates that we may or may not have 10 years from now?" Adams said.
____
The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Concorde supersonic jet will return to New York's Intrepid Museum after seven-month facelift

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The British Airways Concorde supersonic jet, which holds the record for the fastest transatlantic crossing, is beginning a very subsonic passage back to the Intrepid Museum following a months-long restoration project at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. (AP Video: Joseph B. Frederick and Jeremy Brown)
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    [image: A retired British Airways Concorde supersonic aircraft is transported by barge on the East River, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The retired Concorde jet that belongs to New York's Intrepid Museum will return to its home on a Manhattan pier on Thursday after a seven-month restoration, Intrepid officials said.
The supersonic jet will travel by barge up the Hudson River and will be lifted by a crane onto Pier 86, the officials at the decommissioned aircraft carrier turned museum said in a news release.
The needle-nosed aircraft left Pier 86 on Aug. 9, 2023 for a restoration project at the Brooklyn Navy Yard that included sanding and repainting. 
It was barged from Brooklyn to a Jersey City, New Jersey, dock for storage overnight Wednesday prior to being reinstalled on the pier on Thursday.
The Concorde is the only supersonic commercial jet that ever flew. The Intrepid's British Airways Concorde still holds the record for the fastest transatlantic crossing by a passenger aircraft -- 2 hours, 52 minutes and 59 seconds from Heathrow to JFK.
Public tours of the jet will resume on April 4, museum officials said.
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Spring for Amish people in Pennsylvania means 'mud sales,' from pitchforks to pies

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Spring in southcentral Pennsylvania brings an annual tradition in Amish communities: mud sales. The auctions benefit volunteer fire departments across what the Amish community refers to as the Lancaster settlement. (AP VIdeo: Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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    [image: People walk in mud during an auction at the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather for an auction of farm equipment during 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Attendees inspect equipment that will go up for auction during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Attendees inspect quilts that will go up for auction during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather during an auction of books at 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: An auctioneer takes bids for antiques during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Young people look at buggies that will be auctioned off during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Young people look at buggies that will be auctioned off during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 17
Young people look at buggies that will be auctioned off during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young people walk amongst buggies that will be auctioned off during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Attendees carry off there purchases from the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: An auctioneer takes bids for books during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: An auctioneer takes bids for farm equipment during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People wait in line to purchase food at the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People arrive for the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: An auctioneer takes bids for farm equipment during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Young people pull carts to help attendees move their purchases from the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Attendees inspect antiques that will go up for auction during the 56th annual mud sale to benefit the local fire department in Gordonville, Pa., Saturday, March 9, 2024. Mud sales are a relatively new tradition in the heart of Pennsylvania's Amish country, going back about 60 years and held in early spring as the ground begins to thaw but it's too early for much farm work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        GORDONVILLE, Pa. (AP) -- A couple hundred used buggies -- horses not included -- were lined up and ready for the auctioneer's gavel last weekend when day began at the Gordonville mud sale, a local Amish tradition dating to the 1960s.
Mud sales are country auctions that benefit volunteer fire departments across what the Amish community refers to as the Lancaster settlement, located some 70 miles (113 kilometers) west of Philadelphia where the devout Christian group began to settle about 300 years ago.
They don't sell mud, although a cold rain brought plenty of it. The name refers to early spring, when wet fields have begun to thaw but may not be ready for the plow. Gordonville's mud sale, one of at least a dozen being held this spring in the region, drew thousands of bidders and was expected to net the fire department about $100,000, about 10% of the total proceeds.

    


Amish people make and donate much of the food and sale items and are the buyers of most of the buggies and the array of horse-drawn farm equipment. They organize and run sales, often serving as auctioneers.
Michael and Kristen Dean, a couple from Oxford, Pennsylvania, said Saturday they were enjoying a fun day of mixing with Amish people in hopes of finding a bargain on used fencing. The Deans are regulars at Lancaster County mud sales and a week earlier had purchased a greenhouse at the Bart Township Fire Company mud sale in Quarryville.




"It's bigger than you think when you're trying to get it on a truck bed," Kristen Dean said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

George Olivio drove about 90 minutes from his home in Rosenhayn, New Jersey, to seek deals among the tools and hunting gear. As he carried chicken corn soup, horseradish and shoofly pie to his vehicle, Olivio recalled how the Amish people seemed less welcoming at his first Gordonville sale about 40 years ago.
"When I first started coming, they were very standoffish. Now most of them are pretty doggone friendly," Olivio said.

    


Gideon Fisher, who chairs the Gordonville mud sale committee, said that as more fellow Amish people have sought work off the farm, there has been a shift in interactions with others. He sees it as a good thing.
"You know, 50 years or 100 years ago, probably most of the Amish were farmers. And now today there's a lot of them going out -- roofing, construction, all kinds of other jobs," Fisher said. "It's becoming more usual -- we're mingling."
The first mud sale was apparently held in 1965 by the Bart Township Fire Company, roughly 6 miles (10 kilometers) south of Gordonville, according to Steve Nolt, director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at nearby Elizabethtown College. Within about a decade, similar sales had sprung up in Gordonville, Farmersville, Strasburg and Gap. 
The social aspect of the event is unmistakable, with Amish adults greeting old friends warmly and discussing the price of milk and the relative merits of used scooters, rusty wagon parts and fresh doughnuts. Clusters of children roam the grounds, some pulling wagons to help buyers move heavy goods to their cars, others swarming stands selling candy and baseball cards.

    


From inside a trailer built by her bishop, the title of local Amish church leaders, Sadie S. King's wares included scrapple, homemade bologna and six quarts of her own horseradish. She lives about a mile and a half from the fire hall and has plenty of reasons to support the cause -- Gordonville firefighters have helped put out her own shed fires. 
A hand-drawn sign advertised catnip for $1 a bag. "Oh yeah, I sell a lot of that," King said.
Among the bidders on Saturday, Amish buyers were concentrated in the open field where some of the used buggies that can run as much as $16,000 new were going for a few thousand dollars. Amish people from Wisconsin bought 15 of the buggies, and on Monday they removed the wheels as they loaded them and other purchases into a tractor-trailer to ship home.
A more mixed crowd of Amish and non-Amish bidders were wedged into tents selling tools and other farm goods, with prices like $200 for a leather harness and $10 for an old pitchfork. Sale items included a row of 12 forklifts, industrial sized air compressors, a small sea of lawn furniture and, in the crafts tent, handmade wooden birdhouses of every size and description.

    


Near the fire hall were auctions of antiques, used furniture and plants -- and mostly non-Amish bidders. About 400 quilts and a variety of books were auctioned off in the fire hall's main vehicle bay. Downstairs in the basement, Amish women were doing a brisk business in $2 hot dogs, $4 breakfast sandwiches and seemingly every flavor of pie.
In recent years, Gordonville's sale has grossed more than a million dollars.
It no longer sells used firearms and the sales of horses and other animals ended during the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizers also needed more parking, so they pulled the plug on games of corner ball, a dodgeball-like sport enjoyed by Amish boys and known as Eck balle in the Pennsylvania Dutch language. 

    


In booming Lancaster, among the fastest growing counties in Pennsylvania, large Amish families and the cost of farmland has put pressure on the traditional lives they prefer. Weak milk prices are also forcing change.
Jeff Stoltzfus, a Penn State Extension educator, said that over the past 15 years, some Amish farmers in Lancaster have traded in dairy farming to focus on vegetable farming.
"I would say of our commercial vegetable farmers in the state, probably 60 to 70% are probably going to be plain community folks," he said.
There are signs the Amish people in Lancaster are determined to remain amid their half-million neighbors in Lancaster County. The Lancaster settlement extends into neighboring Chester County with smaller numbers in Berks and Dauphin counties in Pennsylvania and Cecil County, Maryland. It has grown from 95 church districts and more than 16,000 people in 1990 to 257 districts and 44,000 last year, Nolt said.
The rules that govern Amish life and interaction with the wider world vary from group to group, although the wearing of plain dark clothes and the use of horse-drawn transportation are widely observed. Amish people are now in 32 states and Canada, with a total population approaching 400,000, a majority living in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana.
Nolt said that in recent years, four clusters of Amish groups from the Lancaster settlement have established themselves in Bedford County and Littlestown, Pennsylvania; Points, West Virginia; and Farmville, Virginia. Together they may total about 500 people, during a time when the Lancaster settlement grew by about 8,000.
The modest changes, Nolt said, show "that out-migration is not the principal demographic story here, but rather most Amish are staying in the Lancaster settlement."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/amish-mud-sales-617283a7120db410bdefac2dee786a07
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Edmunds: Which three-row EV is best? Edmunds compares the Kia EV9 and Rivian R1S

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Kia shows the 2024 EV9. The EV9 is the least expensive three-row electric SUV you can buy, but it won't seem like it when you drive it. (Courtesy of Kia America via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Rivian shows the 2024 R1S. The R1S is ready for adventure thanks to a potential range of 400 miles and up to 835 horsepower. (Nolis Anderson/Courtesy of Rivian Automotive via AP)]
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                                        Shoppers thinking about buying a three-row SUV have plenty of options. Unless they want an electric SUV, that is. Fortunately, there are two models that hold a lot of promise: the Kia EV9 and the Rivian R1S. The EV9 is Kia's latest and largest electric SUV. Think of it as a Kia Telluride that's electric. As for the R1S, it hails from Rivian, an electric vehicle startup, and boasts massive power and impressive off-road performance. Both can haul lots of passengers and swallow loads of cargo. But which is the better buy? Edmunds car experts compare them to find out.
RANGE AND CHARGING
The EV9's base model provides a modest EPA-estimated range of 230 miles on a full charge. But for a small price increase, shoppers can upgrade to get an EPA-estimated 304 miles. Those models are rear-wheel-drive. You can also get all-wheel drive and more power, though range drops to 270-280 miles. Edmunds tested an EV9 with an estimated 270 miles and found it could go 306 miles in its standardized real-world range test. 

    


Rivian offers more available battery and electric motor combinations for the R1S. Depending on what you pick, the R1S will have an EPA-estimated driving range of 270-400 miles. All models come standard with all-wheel drive. The R1S model Edmunds tested outperformed its EPA estimate of 318 miles by driving 330 miles. 




For a family-oriented EV that might be used on road trips, charging times can be just as important as range. When hooked up to a high-powered fast-charging station, the EV9 topped the R1S in Edmunds' testing by adding 100 miles of range in an average of 11 minutes. To gain 100 miles, the R1S needed an average of 19 minutes. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Essentially, the Rivian R1S offers a longer maximum driving range but the EV9 reduces the time spent charging on long road trips. Consider this a toss-up.
Winner: tie 
COMFORT AND INTERIOR FEATURES 
The EV9 isn't a luxury SUV but it comes standard with premium features like synthetic leather upholstery and heated and ventilated front seats. There's also plenty of tech including big display screens, wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone integration, and many standard advanced driver aids. The Kia is also as comfortable as many luxury SUVs thanks to its cushy seats and smooth ride. As another bonus, the EV9 can fit adults in all three rows. 

    


The R1S is a luxury SUV that sports premium features such as an adjustable air suspension, wood trim and a panoramic glass roof. Tech features include a large 16-inch center touchscreen and a Meridian audio system, but smartphone integration is missing. The Rivian's ride quality and seat comfort are a little disappointing and not as good as the EV9's. But like the EV9, all three rows are large enough for adults. 
Winner: Kia EV9
POWER, UTILITY AND TOWING
The EV9 seats six or seven passengers and provides 20.2 cubic feet of cargo space behind the third row and 43.5 cubic feet when it's folded down. This is a little less than what you get from a comparable gas-powered three-row midsize SUV but still plenty useful for weekend shopping and recreational use. It also has a small front trunk. When properly equipped, certain models can tow up to 5,000 pounds. The EV9 produces between 201 and 379 horsepower depending on the model you get.

    


The R1S seats seven passengers and can carry 17.6 cubic feet of cargo behind the third row and 46.7 cubic feet with the third row folded down. Its large front trunk is considerably larger than the EV9's, giving you another spot to store gear. The R1S tops the EV9 with its impressive max towing capacity of 7,700 pounds. It's also a powerhouse, producing 533 to 835 horsepower depending on the motor configuration, and it's capable of going off-road. 
Winner: Rivian R1S
PRICING AND VALUE 
The EV9 starts at just $56,395 with the destination fee for the short-range model, but the long-range model is only a few thousand more. The range-topping model starts at $75,395. That's a lot of value considering its range, charging speed, features and solid build quality. 
The R1S starts at $76,700 with destination for the base model, which is about as much as the luxurious top-spec EV9 model. The most expensive configuration with the long-range Max battery pack starts at $100,800. When you consider the R1S' impressive on- and off-road performance, you get a lot of SUV for the money. However, most people shopping for a three-row SUV don't need sports car acceleration or Jeep-like off-road performance. 

    


Winner: Kia EV9
EDMUNDS SAYS
The Rivian R1S stands out with its distinctive styling and impressive performance. But the EV9's combination of value, comfort and all-around performance makes it the winner of this comparison and one of Edmunds highest-rated electric three-row SUVs.
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Michael Cantu is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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JPMorgan fined almost $350M for issues with trade surveillance program

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The JPMorgan Chase & Co. logo is seen at the company's headquarters, Oct. 21, 2013, in New York. JPMorgan is facing nearly $350 million in fines from bank regulators due to issues with its trade surveillance program. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        JPMorgan is facing nearly $350 million in fines from bank regulators due to issues with its trade surveillance program.
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency said Thursday that it was assessing a $250 million civil penalty against JPMorgan Chase Bank because it found that the company "operated with gaps in trading venue coverage and without adequate data controls required to maintain an effective trade surveillance program."
The OCC said it found that JPMorgan failed to monitor billions of instances of trading activity on at least 30 global trading venues. It issued a cease and desist order that required JPMorgan to take corrective actions to improve its program. Under the order, the bank must correct the deficiencies, seek approval from the OCC before onboarding new trading venues, and find an independent third party to perform a trade surveillance program assessment.
The OCC said that the penalty has been paid to the Treasury Department.
Separately, the Federal Reserve Board fined JPMorgan about $98.2 million for the program deficiencies, which it said took place between 2014 and last year.
JPMorgan did not immediately respond to a request seeking comment. 
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Thousands of Indian farmers protest in New Delhi demanding a law guaranteeing minimum crop prices

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of farmers in India, crowding buses and trains, traveled to New Delhi on Thursday to demand new legislation to guarantee minimum profitable crop prices. (AP video: Piyush Nagpal and Rishi Lekhi)
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    [image: Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A farmer offers drinking water to another as Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: An elderly farmer rests his back lying in the shade as Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Farmer women sit in the sun as Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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Farmer women sit in the sun as Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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[image: Activist Medha Patkar, center in white saree sits with other leaders as Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Farmer leader Rakesh Tikait, center wearing orange turban, joins Indian farmers who have been protesting to demand guaranteed crop prices gather at Ramlila ground in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Thousands of farmers protested in India's capital on Thursday to press their demand for a new law that would guarantee minimum crop prices, after weeks of being blocked from entering the city.
They rode crowded buses and trains instead of their tractors to New Delhi after authorities barricaded highways into the capital with cement blocks and barbed wire. Police also banned use of farm vehicles as a condition for granting permission for the rally in the city. Participants were also barred from carrying sticks or swords to avoid clashes with police.
The protesters held placards demanding free electricity for farming. They contended that without minimum price guarantees for their crops, they would be at the mercy of the markets and that would spell disaster, especially for the more than two-thirds of them who own less than 1 hectare (2 1/2 acres) of land. 

    


The rally, organized by the United Farmers Front, was held at Ramlila Ground, which is used for religious festivals, major political meetings and entertainment events.
Police also set a condition for the rally that no more than 5,000 people would participate, the Press Trust of India news agency said. The rally was scheduled to end later Thursday.




Chitwant Singh, a protester, said farmers didn't earn enough to cover their costs. "The traders and middlemen take away all our profits," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The protests come at a crucial time for India, which has a national election in April-May in which Prime Minister Narendra Modi's governing party is widely expected to secure a third successive term. Farmers are a particularly influential voting bloc because of their numbers. More than 60% of India's 1.4 billion people depend on farming for their livelihoods.
The farmers are also pressing the government to keep its promises to waive loans and withdraw legal cases brought against them during earlier protests in 2021. Several rounds of talks have failed to break the deadlock.

    


Separately, thousands of farmers have been protesting in Shambhu, a town about 200 kilometers (120 miles) from the capital, since Feb. 13. 
Authorities have barricaded highways leading to New Delhi with cement blocks, metal containers, barbed wire and iron spikes to prevent the farmers from entering the capital. The farmers have brought bulldozers and excavators to try and push through.
On Feb. 21, clashes between farmers and police left one protester dead as the farmers tried to resume their march to the capital after talks with the government failed to end an impasse over their demands for guaranteed crop prices. 
Police said 12 officers were injured after protesters attacked them with sticks and pelted them with stones.
The farmers paused their protest and have camped near Shambhu, close to the border between Punjab and Haryana states, as their unions engaged in discussions with government ministers. 
They rejected a proposal offering them five-year contracts with guaranteed prices for certain crops including maize, grain, legumes and cotton. 

    


Two years ago, tens of thousands of farmers camped out on the outskirts of New Delhi for months, forcing Modi to repeal new agriculture laws in a major reversal for his government.
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, one of the farmers leading Thursday's protest, said they did not want any violence and condemned the government for the massive security measures.
Protest organizers say the farmers are seeking a law that would guarantee minimum prices for 23 crops to help stabilize their incomes.
The government protects agricultural producers against sharp falls in farm prices by setting a minimum purchase price for certain essential crops, a system that was introduced in the 1960s to help shore up food reserves and prevent shortages. The system can apply to up to 23 crops, but the government usually offers the minimum price only for rice and wheat.
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Falling rocks in Australian gold mine kill 1 miner and severely injure another while 29 reach safety

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Falling rocks in Australian gold mine kill worker and severely injure another while 29 reach safety
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    [image: Worksafe Victoria representatives arrive for a press conference near Ballarat, Australia Thursday, March 14, 2024, after falling rocks inside a gold mine killed one worker and left another with life-threatening injuries. (Con Chronis/AAP Image via AP)]
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[image: Workers stand at the entrance gates at a gold mine near Ballarat, Australia, Thursday, March 14, 2024, after falling rocks inside the mine killed one worker and left another with life-threatening injuries. (Con Chronis/AAP Image via AP)]
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                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- Falling rocks inside a gold mine in Australia killed one worker and left another with life-threatening injuries, rescuers said.
Another 29 workers inside the mine when the collapse happened Wednesday took refuge in a safety pod and later returned to the surface, Victoria state police said.
The two miners were trapped by the falling rocks late in the afternoon about 3 kilometers (1.9 miles) underground in the Ballarat Gold Mine, northwest of Melbourne.
A 21-year-old worker needed emergency medical treatment for lower body injuries before he could be removed from the mine about four hours later and was airlifted to a hospital, police said in a statement. The body of the 37-year-old man who died was recovered by mine rescue personnel about 5:15 a.m. Thursday.
The mine has been shut down, and the state police said they would prepare a report for the coroner, while the local safety regulator also will investigate. Federal Minister for Resources Madeleine King told ABC Radio it was too early to know what happened.

    


The union that represents the miners said some of its members had previously voiced safety concerns.




"Our members have raised concerns about this style of mining and it seems to have fallen on deaf ears," Australian Workers Union Victoria state secretary Ronnie Hayden said.
The two workers were drilling into the rock manually using an "air legging" technique that was new to the site and were on unsupported ground, he said. Air legging is a method of drilling that penetrates the rock with air and water. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This form of air legging should not be used to do this type of work," he said.
The mine's owner Victory Minerals, which took ownership of the mine in December of last year, said it was a "safety-first mine operator" and was working closely with emergency authorities and safety regulators.
"Right now our priority is the safety and well-being of our mining workers and their families," it said in a statement.
At the same mine in 2007, a rock collapse trapped 27 miners underground for several hours before they were rescued.
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Dollar Tree to close nearly 1,000 stores, posts surprise fourth quarter loss

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A customer exits a Dollar Tree store holding a shopping bag on Wednesday, May 11, 2022, in Jackson, Miss. Dollar Tree says it plans to close nearly 1,000 stores and moved to a surprise loss in its fiscal fourth quarter as the discount retailer took a $1.07 billion goodwill impairment charge. Shares dropped more than 7% before the market open on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        Dollar Tree swung to a surprise fourth-quarter loss and will close nearly 1,000 stores after the discount retailer slashed the value of a rival chain it acquired almost a decade ago.
Dollar Tree plans to close about 600 Family Dollar stores in the first half of this year and 370 Family Dollar and 30 Dollar Tree stores over the next several years.
Dollar Tree acquired Family Dollar for more than $8 billion in 2015 after a bidding war with rival Dollar General, but it has had difficulty absorbing the chain. 
On Wednesday, Dollar Tree said that it would record a $950 million impairment against the trade name Family Dollar, on top of a $1.07 billion goodwill charge. Family Dollar will spend more than $594 million closing or rebranding stores, essentially erasing profits from the holiday season. 
"This dramatic cull is the coup de grace in the rather botched acquisition of the Family Dollar chain, which has caused Dollar Tree nothing but hassle since it was completed back in 2015," wrote Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData. "Basically, almost ten years on, Dollar Tree is still sifting through the mess it inherited and has not been able to completely turn around," Saunders said. 

    


Saunders said in an emailed statement that nearly 12% of current Family Dollar stores will be closing over the next three years.




Shares of Dollar Tree tumbled more than 14% Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the three months ended Feb. 3, Dollar Tree lost $1.71 billion, or $7.85 per share. A year earlier the Chesapeake, Virginia, company earned $452.2 million, or $2.04 per share. 
Stripping out certain items, earnings were $2.55 per share, which is still short of the per-share earnings of $2.67 expected on Wall Street, according to a survey by Zacks Investment Research. 
Revenue climbed to $8.64 billion from $7.72 billion, a bit below Wall Street's estimate of $8.67 billion.

    


Dollar Tree has been attracting consumers that have been stung by inflation as they seek to cut spending. During the quarter, sales at Dollar Tree stores open at least a year climbed 6.3%, with traffic up 7.1%. While more shoppers were heading to stores, they were closely watching how much they spent, with average ticket down 0.7%.
At Family Dollar, sales at stores open at least a year slipped 1.2%. Traffic edged up 0.7%, but average ticket fell 2%.
For fiscal 2024, Dollar Tree anticipates earnings between $6.70 and $7.30 per share. Revenue is expected in a range of $31 billion to $32 billion. 
Analysts polled by FactSet expect full-year earnings of $7.04 on revenue of $31.68 billion.
Dollar Tree expects first-quarter earnings of $1.33 to $1.48 per share on revenue in a range of $7.6 billion to $7.9 billion.
Wall Street anticipates first-quarter earnings of $1.70 on revenue of $7.68 billion. 
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Investigator says she asked Boeing's CEO who handled panel that blew off a jet. He couldn't help her

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy speaks to the media about the investigation on Alaska Airlines Flight 1282 in Portland, Ore., Jan. 6, 2024. Homendy, the nation's chief accident investigator, said Wednesday, March 13, 2024, that her agency still doesn't know who worked on the panel that blew off a jetliner in January and that Boeing's CEO told her that he couldn't provide the information because the company has no records about the job. (AP Photo/Craig Mitchelldyer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Nielsen Company CEO David Calhoun, center, watches progress as he waits for the company's IPO to begin trading, Jan. 26, 2011, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy, the nation's chief accident investigator, said Wednesday, March 13, 2024, that her agency still doesn't know who worked on the panel that blew off a jetliner in January and that Boeing's David CEO Calhoun told her that he couldn't provide the information because the company has no records about the job. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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                                        The nation's chief accident investigator said Wednesday that her agency still doesn't know who worked on the panel that blew off a jetliner in January and that Boeing's CEO told her that he couldn't provide the information because the company has no records about the job.
"The absence of those records will complicate the NTSB's investigation moving forward," National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy wrote in a letter to a Senate committee that is looking into the Jan. 5 accident on a Boeing 737 Max 9 operated by Alaska Airlines.
Boeing issued a brief statement vowing, as it has many times, to support the investigation. 
Homendy told senators last week that the NTSB asked Boeing for security-camera footage that might help identify who worked on the panel in September, but was told the video was overwritten after 30 days -- months before the blowout. 

    


Boeing said Wednesday that it's standard company practice to erase video after 30 days.
Homendy's latest letter to the Senate Commerce Committee was a follow-up to her appearance before the panel last week. Shortly after her testimony ended, Boeing provided names of 25 employees who work on doors at the company's 737 factory near Seattle.




She said, however, the company still hasn't said which of the workers removed the panel, which plugs a hole left when extra emergency doors are not required on a plane. She said she even called Boeing CEO David Calhoun.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He stated he was unable to provide that information and maintained that Boeing has no records of the work being performed," Homendy wrote. Boeing did not comment on the phone call.
There is a drawback to NTSB's focus on identifying specific workers, Homendy conceded. She worried that it could discourage people from talking about the matter with investigators, and so she told her staff to protect the identities of Boeing employees who come forward. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/boeing-ntsb-investigation-blowout-airplane-83addbeaabef4540b2cade4141b4edfb
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Pennsylvania governor unveils plan to cut greenhouse gases, boost renewables in big energy producer

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This is the Keystone Generating Station in Shelocta, Pa., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Gov. Josh Shapiro unveiled a plan to fight climate change Wednesday, saying he will back legislation to make power owners in Pennysylvania pay for their planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions and require utilities in the nation's third-largest power-producer to buy more electricity from renewable sources. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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                                        SCRANTON, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro unveiled a plan Wednesday to fight climate change, saying he will back legislation to make power plant owners in the nation's third-biggest energy-producing state pay for their greenhouse gas emissions and require utilities to buy more electricity from renewable sources.
Such legislation would make Pennsylvania the first major fossil fuel-producing state to adopt a carbon-pricing program. But it is drawing fierce opposition from business interests wary of paying more for power and will face long odds in a Legislature protective of the state's natural gas industry.
Shapiro's proposal comes as environmentalists are pressuring him to do more to fight climate change in the nation's No. 2 gas-producing state and as the state's highest court considers a challenge to his predecessor's plan to adopt a carbon-pricing program. It also comes after many of the state's biggest power polluters, coal-fired plants, have shut down or converted to gas. 

    


At a news conference in Scranton, nicknamed the "Electric City," Shapiro said his plan will make Pennsylvania competitive in a clean energy economy, improve electricity reliability, cut greenhouse gas emissions and lower electricity bills. 




It is long past time for lawmakers to act, he said.
"If they choose to do nothing, they're choosing to be less competitive in an environment that demands us to bring excellence to the table every single day," Shapiro said. "They're choosing to fall behind if they choose to do nothing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under Shapiro's plan, Pennsylvania would create its own standalone carbon-pricing program, with most of the money paid by polluting power plants -- 70% -- going to lower consumer electric bills. No one will pay more for electricity and many will pay less, Shapiro said. 
Meanwhile, utilities would be required to buy 50% of their electricity from sources that are mostly carbon-free by 2035, up from the state's current requirement of 18%. 

    


Currently, about 60% of the state's electricity comes from natural gas-fired power plants, and the 50% renewables requirement could hurt demand for electricity from those plants. Another third of Pennsylvania's electricity is from nuclear plants -- which are not included in the 50% renewables requirement -- and the rest from coal and renewables.
Republicans who control the state Senate have pushed to open greater opportunities for natural gas production in Pennsylvania, and have warned that carbon-pricing could raise electricity bills, fray the electricity grid, hurt in-state energy producers and drive new power generation to other states.
"Families are feeling the strain of inflation and increased household expenses, which must be a chief concern when implementing any changes to energy policy," Senate Majority Leader Joe Pittman, R-Indiana, said in a statement Wednesday.
Shapiro's administration did not provide many details of his strategy Wednesday, including how much it would reduce greenhouse gases, how much money power plants would pay or how it would affect the average household electric bill. 

    


Patrick Cicero, Pennsylvania's consumer advocate, said the amount of savings on electric bills will depend on usage -- large industrial customers would see more and low-income households would get "significant reductions" because of a planned expansion of the state's energy-assistance program.
For the average household, "it's not going to be much," Cicero said, "but it's not costing households more. That's a win-win."
Neighboring Maryland, New Jersey and New York have set requirements to draw 50% or more of their electricity from renewables by 2030, prompting warnings that Pennsylvania risks falling behind in a clean energy economy.
Robert Bair, president of the Pennsylvania State Building and Construction Trades, whose members work on power plants, refineries and pipelines, said Pennsylvania energy policy must protect workers in the coal and gas industries. But he also said Pennsylvania will lose clean energy jobs to other states if it does nothing.

    


Heavy energy users and coal-industry businesses slammed Shapiro's "energy tax" as posing a damaging blow to industries and a fatal blow to the state's few remaining coal-fired power plants.
The Marcellus Shale Coalition, which represents Pennsylvania's enormous natural gas industry, was more circumspect. The most pressing challenge is ensuring the electric grid is stable and reliable, said Dave Callahan, the group's president.
Despite the lack of details, Shapiro's plan drew statements of support from renewable energy trade associations and environmental advocates.
"Even what the governor has proposed is not enough to meet the needs of addressing the climate crisis, but it's a huge step forward from where Pennsylvania is now," said Alex Bomstein, executive director of the Clean Air Council.

    


Meanwhile, environmental advocates worry about abandoning the plan produced by Shapiro's predecessor, former Gov. Tom Wolf.
For the time being, a state court has blocked Wolf's regulation that authorizes Pennsylvania to join the multistate Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which imposes a price and declining cap on carbon dioxide emissions from power plants.
As a candidate for governor, Shapiro had distanced himself from Wolf's plan -- although critics said Shapiro's plan is similar -- and Shapiro wouldn't say Wednesday whether he'd enforce Pennsylvania's participation in the regional consortium should the courts uphold it and the Legislature do nothing.
"I'm focused on getting these things passed," Shapiro said.
___
Levy reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
___
Follow Marc Levy: http://twitter.com/timelywriter
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Wood pellet producer Enviva files for bankruptcy and plans to restructure
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                                        The largest global industrial wood pellet supplier filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection on Wednesday, announcing its intention to cut about $1 billion of debt by restructuring agreements with creditors, including those who have invested heavily in new facilities.
Maryland-based Enviva said in the filing that its debts exceed $2.6 billion. The company owes $780 million to a Delaware bank, $348 million to a German energy company, as well as $353 million in bonds from local development authorities in Mississippi and Alabama. The announcement came two months after Fitch Ratings downgraded Enviva's default rating following a missed interest payment of $24.4 million.
"Considerable uncertainty exists regarding Enviva's ability to renegotiate uneconomic customer contracts" entered into in the fourth quarter of the 2022 fiscal year, the global credit-rating agency said in a Jan. 19 press release.

    


Over the past 20 years, Enviva worked to meet increasing global demand for alternative energy sources and built 10 wood pellet production plants across the U.S. South, capitalizing on the heavily forested region's reputation as the world's "wood basket."




With increased interest from Asian and European nations ' in burning wood for fuel, Enviva officials had hoped that new plants in Alabama and Mississippi would increase its existing annual pellet production of about 5 metric tons (5.5 tons). Construction will continue at its location in Epes, Alabama, Enviva said in a March 12 statement. But the development of a Bond, Mississippi, facility is pausing until the company finishes restructuring.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We look forward to emerging from this process as a stronger company with a solid financial foundation and better positioned to be a leader in the future growth of the wood-based biomass industry," Glenn Nunziata, Enviva's interim chief executive officer, said in a statement.

    


New payback plans will be hammered out with one investment group that holds over three-fourths of the bonds related to the Alabama plant and another group with more than 92% of the bonds for the Mississippi plant.
Danna Smith, the executive director of the Dogwood Alliance, celebrated the bankruptcy filing as a sign that what she called Enviva's "greenwashing tactics and lack of transparency" have caught up to the company.
Smith is among many environmental activists who have long contested Enviva's claims that its production process -- and burning wood for energy -- is carbon neutral and helps revitalize rural areas. Opponents argue that the harvesting of forests and burning of wood pellets has a negative overall impact on carbon reserves, while polluting the poor, Black communities often located near the manufacturing plants.
The Dogwood Alliance urged the Biden Administration this fall to prevent wood pellet producers from accessing a tax credit that received additional funding under the Inflation Reduction Act, which marked the most substantial federal investment to date in the fight against climate change.

    


"Our government must not give one more dime to this failing, dirty industry," Smith said in a Wednesday statement. "Instead, we need to focus on recovery and transition."
___
Pollard is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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A blood test for colon cancer performed well in a study, expanding options for screening
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            1 of 2 | This image provided by Guardant Health in March 2024, shows packaging for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Guardant Health in March 13, 2024, shows a vial for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | This image provided by Guardant Health in March 13, 2024, shows a vial for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        A blood test for colon cancer performed well in a study, expanding options for screening

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by Guardant Health in March 2024, shows packaging for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | This image provided by Guardant Health in March 2024, shows packaging for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
This image provided by Guardant Health in March 2024, shows packaging for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Guardant Health in March 13, 2024, shows a vial for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | This image provided by Guardant Health in March 13, 2024, shows a vial for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
This image provided by Guardant Health in March 13, 2024, shows a vial for their colon cancer blood test, Shield. According to a study published Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine and sponsored by Guardant Health, the test performed well, further expanding screening options for a leading cause of cancer deaths. The test missed some cancers and won't replace colonoscopy, the gold standard test. (Guardant Health via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By CARLA K. JOHNSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        A blood test for colon cancer performed well in a study published Wednesday, offering a new kind of screening for a leading cause of cancer deaths. 
The test looks for DNA fragments shed by tumor cells and precancerous growths. It's already for sale in the U.S. for $895, but has not been approved by the Food and Drug Administration and most insurers do not cover it. The maker of the test, Guardant Health, anticipates an FDA decision this year.
In the study, the test caught 83% of the cancers but very few of the precancerous growths found by colonoscopy, the gold standard for colon cancer screening. Besides spotting tumors, colonoscopies can prevent the disease by removing precancerous growths called polyps. 
But some people avoid the exam because of the hassle of getting time off work or the day-ahead preparation that involves drinking a strong laxative to empty the bowels.

    


A convenient alternative is an annual stool test, where people send a stool sample to a lab for analysis. 
"The best test is the one someone will actually complete," said Dr. Douglas Corley, chief research officer for Kaiser Permanente, Northern California, who was not involved in the study. "Giving people a choice increases the number of people who will get screened."




In the U.S., screening is recommended for healthy adults ages 45 to 75 at average risk for colon cancer. Frequency depends on the test: a routine colonoscopy is every 10 years. Screening is inching up but falls well short of the 80% of age-eligible adults goal set by the American Cancer Society and other groups.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Guardant recommends testing with its blood test called Shield every three years. Like a stool test, the blood test requires a follow-up colonoscopy if there's an abnormal result, which could lead to more out-of-pocket costs. 
The study, sponsored by Guardant and published in the New England Journal of Medicine, involved 7,861 people in the U.S. who had both a colonoscopy and a blood test. 

    


While the blood test caught 83% of the cancers found by colonoscopy, it missed 17%. That's on par with stool-based tests.
There were also false alarms: For 10% of the people where the colonoscopy found nothing, the blood test falsely indicated they might have colon cancer. That means a sizeable number of people would face the anxiety of follow-up colonoscopies.
The blood test is tuned to pick up the signature of colon cancer but more research is needed to determine if it might pick up other cancers as well and give misleading results, Corley said.
Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States and the third worldwide. In the U.S., more than 153,000 new cases and 53,000 deaths from the disease are expected this year. 
More screening should result in fewer cancer deaths, said study co-author Dr. William Grady of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center in Seattle and a paid member of Guardant's scientific advisory board.
In a separate study published Wednesday in the same journal, an updated version of the Cologuard stool test, which also looks for DNA fragments, seemed to improve its performance on false alarms, possibly leading to fewer follow-up colonoscopies. That study, involving more than 20,000 people, was sponsored by Exact Sciences, maker of the test.

    


"The more options we have for our patients, the better," said Dr. Nabil Mansour of Baylor College of Medicine, who was not involved in either study. He'll continue to recommend a colonoscopy for his patients but "I'm excited there will be a pretty good blood test option available."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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UK government says it will back legislation to ban foreign state ownership of British newspapers

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - British national newspapers are seen for sale at a newspapers vendor in Wimbledon, south London, Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011. The U.K. government said Wednesday, March 13, 2024, it will back legislation banning foreign state ownership of British newspapers and magazines, a move that could upend a planned takeover by a United Arab Emirates-led consortium of the Telegraph Media Group. (AP Photo/Sang Tan, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The U.K. government said Wednesday it will back legislation banning foreign state ownership of British newspapers and magazines, a move that could upend a planned takeover by a United Arab Emirates-led consortium of the Telegraph Media Group.
The development comes after numerous lawmakers from across the political divide urged an explicit ban, rather than using a regulatory approach to ensure that publications don't parrot views of state actors.
The minister in charge of media, Stephen Parkinson, said the government will introduce an amendment to the "Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers Bill" currently making its way through Parliament. 
The bill, which is expected to pass easily, will prevent the takeover of British publications by foreign governments. However, foreign individuals and firms will continue to be able to own papers and magazines.

    


"Freedom of the press is fundamental to a functioning democracy," said Parkinson. "What freedom of the press means is freedom from government."
The legislation stems from concern about the proposed takeover of the right-leaning and publications by RedBird IMI, which is backed by U.S. financial firm RedBird Capital Partners and Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a member of Abu Dhabi's royal family, who is also the UAE's vice president. 




Sheikh Mansour has been a prominent figure in Britain since his 2008 takeover of soccer club Manchester City. His wealth has transformed the fortunes of City, taking the club from an also-ran in the English Premier League to a dominant force.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The proposed takeover of the Telegraph Media Group -- The Daily Telegraph, The Sunday Telegraph as well as The Spectator magazine -- has also been subject to a separate investigation, ordered by the Culture Secretary Lucy Frazer, due to its possible impact on press freedom. The Telegraph papers are closely allied to the governing Conservative Party.

    


The takeover has been opposed by Spectator's editor Fraser Nelson, who welcomed the government's decision to introduce the ban. 
"If governments start to own newspapers, whether they're British governments, European governments or an Arab government, you end up with press freedom compromised fatally," he told Sky News.
"In journalism, one of the maxims is follow the money and if that money leads to the Abu Dhabi government, then you've got a pretty big problem when it comes to press freedom," Nelson added.
In a statement, RedBird IMI, which has made six investments in the U.S. and the U.K., said the company was "extremely disappointed" by the government's decision as it believed the U.K.'s media industry was worthy of more investment.
"As with each of our deals, we have been clear that the acquisition of The Telegraph and The Spectator has been a fully commercial undertaking," it said. "We will now evaluate our next steps, with commercial interests continuing to be the sole priority."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/telegraph-spectator-foreign-state-ownership-ban-859bfcb3afd849e3cf388cf1fab32f41



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Republican senators reveal their version of Kentucky's next two-year budget

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Kentucky Capitol is seen, April 7, 2021, in Frankfort, Ky. Kentucky Senate Republicans revealed their version of the state's next two-year budget Wednesday, March 13, 2024, pumping more funding into the main K-12 school funding formula and doubling the amount of performance-based funding that goes to public universities. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky Senate Republicans revealed their version of the state's next two-year budget Wednesday, proposing more funding for the main K-12 school funding formula and doubling the amount of performance-based funding that goes to public universities.
The spending blueprint won Senate passage later in the day, hours after it cleared a Senate committee. The ultimate version of the spending plan -- the state's main policy document -- will be hashed out in coming days by House and Senate conferees. The GOP holds supermajorities in both chambers.
A separate spending bill also gaining Senate passage Wednesday would tap into the state's massive budget reserves to make a number of one-time investments. Senators made several additions to the House version, including a $75 million appropriation to deliver an additional pension payment for retirees in the Kentucky Employee Retirement System to help cushion them from the impact of high inflation.

    


Those one-time funding priorities also include $50 million for an economic development fund to assist business recruitment in areas plagued by high unemployment and a combined $37 million for cancer centers in Middlesboro in eastern Kentucky and in Bullitt County, south of Louisville. Other Senate additions included funding for airport projects and improvements at the Kentucky Horse Park.




"I think that the discipline we've shown over the last decade has given us the opportunities to make the investments we're making now for the next decade," Republican Sen. Chris McDaniel, chairman of the Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee, told reporters earlier in the day.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Senate's version of the state's main budget bill, like the House version, left out two of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear's biggest priorities -- guaranteed pay raises for teachers and access to preschool for every Kentucky 4-year-old. Republican lawmakers in both chambers want to direct additional money to school districts, but leave it up to local school boards to decide whether to award pay raises to teachers.

    


The Senate plan would increase funding for SEEK -- the state's main funding formula for K-12 schools -- by nearly $100 million, according to a Senate Republican news release.
Per-pupil funding would rise to $4,368 -- a $117 million increase -- in the first fiscal year and $4,455 in the second year -- a $154 million increase, the release said. Those amounts match the same increases proposed in the House budget. The current amount is $4,200 per student.
Under the Senate version, the state would cover 80% of the costs to transport K-12 students to and from school in the first year of the budget cycle and 90% in the second year. The House proposed covering 100% of those costs in the second year of the biennium.
Senators proposed more than doubling the the amount of state funding awarded to public universities through performance-based funding, raising the amount to about $200 million per year.
The Senate plan supports each university's top priority project through bond fund authorization, except for Kentucky State University. For KSU, the Senate version would double the amount of asset preservation funding for campus revitalization projects, McDaniel said.

    


State employees would receive a 2.6% pay raise in each of the two years under the Senate proposal.
The Senate budget includes extra funding over the two years to enable state police to increase the number of cadets who go through training to become troopers.
Juror compensation would increase from $5 to $25 per day under the Senate plan.
The state's next two-year budget cycle begins July 1.
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The massive health care hack is now being investigated by the federal Office of Civil Rights

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Pages from the United Healthcare website are displayed on a computer screen, Feb. 29, 2024, in New York. Federal civil rights investigators are looking into whether protected health information was exposed in a recent cyberattack against Change Healthcare, a massive U.S. health care technology company owned by UnitedHealth Group. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)]
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                                        Federal civil rights investigators are looking into whether protected health information was exposed in the recent cyberattack on Change Healthcare.
The Office for Civil Rights said Wednesday that it also will examine whether Change Healthcare followed laws protecting patient privacy. 
Change Healthcare provides technology used to submit and process insurance claims -- and handles about 14 billion transactions a year. 
The investigation was spurred by "unprecedented magnitude" of the attack, Office for Civil Rights Director Melanie Fontes Rainer said in a letter. 
The Office for Civil Rights, which is part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, enforces federal rules that establish privacy and security requirements for patient health information.
UnitedHealth Group, which owns Change Healthcare, said it would cooperate. Spokesman Eric Hausman added that UnitedHealth Group is working with law enforcement to investigate the extent of the attack.

    


Attackers gained access to some of Change Healthcare's information technology systems last month, disrupting billing and care-authorization systems across the country. 




The American Hospital Association said recently that some patients have seen delays in getting prescriptions, and hospitals have had issues processing claims, billing patients and checking insurance coverage. 
Change Healthcare said Wednesday that all of its major pharmacy and payment systems were back online. Last week, the company said it expects to start reestablishing connections to its claims network and software on March 18.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The company also said late last month that the ransomware group ALPHV, or Blackcat, made the breach.
Cybersecurity experts say ransomware attacks have increased substantially in recent years, especially in the health care sector. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Closing prices for crude oil, gold and other commodities
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                                        Benchmark U.S. crude oil for April delivery rose $2.16 to $79.72 per barrel Wednesday. Brent crude for May delivery rose $2.11 to $84.03 per barrel.
Wholesale gasoline for April delivery rose 7 cents to $2.66 a gallon. April heating oil rose 7 cents to $2.69 a gallon. April natural gas fell 5 cents to $1.66 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Gold for April delivery rose $14.70 to $2,180.80 per ounce. Silver for May delivery rose 77 cents to $25.16 per ounce, and May copper rose 13 cents to $4.06 per pound.
The dollar rose to 147.78 yen from 147.70 Japanese yen. The euro rose to $1.0951 from $1.0924.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/commodities-oil-gas-gold-silver-dollar-80570f9e0cb30a4eccb207458570974e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AC Milan's current and former owners say allegations from prosecutors are false

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Gerry Cardinale, second left, and Ivan Gazidis in the stands prior to the Serie A soccer match between AC Milan and Inter Milan, at the Milan San Siro stadium, Italy, on Sept. 3, 2022. Milan prosecutors are looking into the sale of soccer giant AC Milan and the club's headquarters have been searched. Both current and past CEO's are among those under investigation. RedBird Capital Partners purchased Milan from fellow American firm Elliott Management in August 2022 but prosecutors claim Elliott still owns and controls the Italian club. Italian financial police raided Milan's offices on Tuesday and also reportedly searched the homes of current CEO Giorgio Furlani and his predecessor Ivan Gazidis. Furlani and Gazidis are being investigated for hiding information relating to the sale from the Italian soccer federation. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- AC Milan's current and former American owners each said Wednesday that allegations from Italian prosecutors disputing who runs the seven-time European champion are false.
Milan's offices were raided by police on Tuesday as part of an investigation by Italian prosecutors into the sale of the Serie A giant.
RedBird Capital Partners purchased Milan from fellow American firm Elliott Management in August 2022, but Milan prosecutors claim Elliott still owns and controls the Italian club.
"RedBird Fund IV and its investors own 99.93% of AC Milan; the other 0.07% are individual legacy Italian investors that are long standing fans of the club. The notion that RedBird doesn't own and control AC Milan is just false and contradicts all the evidence and facts," RedBird said in a statement.
"When we took control of the club upon closing, Elliott provided loan financing to RedBird with a term of three years and no voting rights," RedBird added.

    


In a separate statement, Elliott said "this allegation (from the Milan prosecutors) is false."
"AC Milan was sold to RedBird on 31st August 2022. As of that date, the Elliott funds have had no equity interest in, or control over, AC Milan," Elliott added.




Italian financial police also reportedly searched the homes of current CEO Giorgio Furlani and former chief executive Ivan Gazidis, who held the role from 2018 to 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Furlani and Gazidis are being investigated for allegedly hiding information related to the sale from the Italian soccer federation.
Milan said it is a "third party and extraneous to the ongoing legal action," adding that it was "giving its full cooperation to the investigating authority."
Milan could nevertheless be fined or docked points by the Italian soccer federation.
RedBird also addressed speculation that the club is courting new investors in Saudi Arabia or elsewhere.
"There are no discussions with any investor who would have any control in the club," RedBird said. "RedBird is the control owner of AC Milan and will stay that way."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Arizona's most populous county has confirmed 645 heat-associated deaths in metro Phoenix last year

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A jet takes flight from Sky Harbor International Airport as the sun sets over Phoenix, July 12, 2023. Public health officials in Arizona's most populous county on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 reported it has confirmed there were a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year -- another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix. The numbers in the preliminary report alarmed officials in America's hottest big city and county, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: FILE - A person tries to cool off in the shade as temperatures are expected to hit 116-degrees Fahrenheit, Tuesday, July 18, 2023, in Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man wipes his brow as he walks under misters, Thursday, July 13, 2023, in downtown Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE - A man wipes his brow as he walks under misters, Thursday, July 13, 2023, in downtown Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Arizona's most populous county has confirmed 645 heat-associated deaths in metro Phoenix last year

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A jet takes flight from Sky Harbor International Airport as the sun sets over Phoenix, July 12, 2023. Public health officials in Arizona's most populous county on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 reported it has confirmed there were a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year -- another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix. The numbers in the preliminary report alarmed officials in America's hottest big city and county, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - A jet takes flight from Sky Harbor International Airport as the sun sets over Phoenix, July 12, 2023. Public health officials in Arizona's most populous county on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 reported it has confirmed there were a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year -- another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix. The numbers in the preliminary report alarmed officials in America's hottest big city and county, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - A jet takes flight from Sky Harbor International Airport as the sun sets over Phoenix, July 12, 2023. Public health officials in Arizona's most populous county on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 reported it has confirmed there were a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year -- another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix. The numbers in the preliminary report alarmed officials in America's hottest big city and county, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A person tries to cool off in the shade as temperatures are expected to hit 116-degrees Fahrenheit, Tuesday, July 18, 2023, in Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - A person tries to cool off in the shade as temperatures are expected to hit 116-degrees Fahrenheit, Tuesday, July 18, 2023, in Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
FILE - A person tries to cool off in the shade as temperatures are expected to hit 116-degrees Fahrenheit, Tuesday, July 18, 2023, in Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A man wipes his brow as he walks under misters, Thursday, July 13, 2023, in downtown Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE - A man wipes his brow as he walks under misters, Thursday, July 13, 2023, in downtown Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
FILE - A man wipes his brow as he walks under misters, Thursday, July 13, 2023, in downtown Phoenix. Arizona's health department has named a physician to address ways to lessen the effects of extreme heat in the arid Southwestern state as the first statewide heat officer in the nation. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By ANITA SNOW

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Public health officials in Arizona's most populous county on Wednesday reported they confirmed a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year -- more than 50% higher than 2022 and another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix. 
The numbers in the preliminary report by the Maricopa County Department of Public Health alarmed officials in America's hottest big metro, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat. 
The report said two-thirds of the county's heat-related deaths in 2023 were people 50 years or older, and 71% were on days the National Weather Service issued an excessive heat warning. 
 "Deaths from heat are a major public health issue within our community, and it's going to take support from every level to improve the situation," said Dr. Rebecca Sunenshine, the county public health department's medical director. "With a coordinated county-wide strategy, nearly every one of these deaths can be prevented."

    


The heat-associated deaths confirmed in 2023 represented a huge jump from 2022, when there were 425 such deaths. There were 339 heat-associated deaths confirmed in 2021. 




No other major metropolitan area in the U.S. has reported such high heat-associated death figures or spends so much time tracking and studying them.
Maricopa County's public health officials since 2006 have tracked deaths in which environmental heat was the cause or a major contributing factor. The department uses information from preliminary death reports completed by the county's Office of the Medical Examiner, along with data in death certificates on file with the county's Office of Vital Registration. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last summer, Phoenix experienced the hottest three months since record-keeping began in 1895, including the hottest July and the second-hottest August. The daily average temperature of 97 F (36.1 C) in June, July and August passed the previous record of 96.7 F (35.9 C) set three years ago.

    


Phoenix also set a record in July with a 31-day streak of highs at or above 110 F (43.3 C).
In recognition of the growing problem of heat associated deaths, Arizona's department of public health last week named a physician as the first statewide heat officer in the nation to address extreme environmental heat. 
Dr. Eugene Livar was appointed to the state role under Gov. Katie Hobbs' extreme heat preparedness plan.
The cities of Phoenix and Miami have their own heat officers to oversee ways to protect people and the overall community from extreme heat as climate change leads to more frequent and enduring heat waves.
Phoenix, the hottest big city in the United States, also has an office of heat response and resiliency that aims to protect people and help them cope with the hot weather through programs like cooling stations and increased tree planting.
Sunenshine, of Maricopa County public health, said individuals, organizations of all sizes and local governments can help reduce heat deaths, especially during the traditional warm season stretching from May 1 to Oct. 31. 

    


The county called on residents to check on people in their communities and social circles during the hot season, especially those who are older or living alone. It suggested that residents also help by volunteering at a cooling center to let it stay open later, or donate supplies, such as water, reusable bottles, hats, sunscreens and cooling towels. 
That county public health department also released the results of an evaluation of the cooling and respite centers that operated around the county last year. 
County officials hope to use the information to provide additional services during the upcoming summer, such as a bilingual heat relief call center to answer questions and help people get transportation to and from cooling centers.
About two-thirds of people who responded to a survey about cooling centers said they did not have a stable home. The results showed that the biggest barriers keeping people from using the centers are not even knowing they exist or where they are located, and lacking transportation to get to them. 
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A decade later, Liberians remember those who died in Ebola outbreak

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Nowa Paye, 9, is taken to an ambulance after showing signs of the Ebola infection in the village of Freeman Reserve, about 30 miles north of Monrovia, Liberia, on Sept. 30, 2014. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mercy Kennedy, 9, cries as community activists approach her outside her home on 72nd SKD Boulevard in Monrovia, Liberia, on Oct. 2, 2014, a day after her mother was taken away by an ambulance to an Ebola ward. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Mercy Kennedy, 9, cries as community activists approach her outside her home on 72nd SKD Boulevard in Monrovia, Liberia, on Oct. 2, 2014, a day after her mother was taken away by an ambulance to an Ebola ward. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A man too weak to walk arrives at the MSF Ebola isolation and treatment center in Monrovia, Liberia, on Sept. 29, 2014. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mercy Kennedy, 9, cries as community activists approach her outside her home on 72nd SKD Boulevard in Monrovia, Liberia, on Oct. 2, 2014, a day after her mother was taken away by an ambulance to an Ebola ward. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man too weak to walk arrives at the MSF Ebola isolation and treatment center in Monrovia, Liberia, on Sept. 29, 2014. Liberians gathered Wednesday, March 13, 2024 to commemorate a decade since the country was first hit by a devastating outbreak of Ebola that killed thousands in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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                                        MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) -- Liberians gathered this week to mark a decade since the country was hit by a devastating Ebola outbreak that killed more than 10,000 people in West Africa, adding to the region's economic and political troubles.
The second Wednesday of March in Liberia, National Decoration Day, is always one of remembrance and people gathered this year at a memorial site where many victims of the virus were buried outside the capital, Monrovia, to pay their respects to family and friends. It was a grim milestone for those who lost loved ones to the virus, even though cultural stigma leads many to insist they died of other causes. 
The Ebola outbreak killed some 11,000 people mainly in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea, according to the United Nations. Liberia was declared free of the virus in 2016, after almost 5,000 deaths. 

    


Many Liberians who lost loved ones during the outbreak deny the virus was to blame. Stigma and fear of the disease remain widespread in the population that survived.
Yasa Johnson told The Associated Press she has looked after her younger siblings since Ebola killed their mother.


"I have come to honor my mother," she said at the Disco Hill Safe Burial Site in Margibi County, where many victims were buried on the outskirts of the capital.
Some 4,500 people are buried or cremated at the site, the National Public Health Institute of Liberia said. Relatives stood in groups carrying flowers and singing religious songs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Elizabeth Brown and her husband, who operate an orphanage for children who lost their parents to the virus, also came to pay their respects.
"It saddens me, because their lives were cut off too soon," she said. "We just want to help them."
Since the outbreak, Liberia has been marked by ongoing economic struggles. Its newly elected president, Joseph Boakai, 79, came to office in January on a pledge to fix the economy, improve security and fight corruption. 
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Republic Of Congo reports its first mpox virus cases, in several regions

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Vials of single doses of the Jynneos vaccine for monkeypox are seen from a cooler at a vaccinations site on Aug. 29, 2022, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. The Republic of Congo has recorded its first cases of mpox in several regions, the health ministry said, an indication of how the disease may be spreading across Africa since sexual transmission was first confirmed on the continent last year. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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                                        BRAZZAVILLE, Republic of Congo (AP) -- The Republic of Congo has recorded its first cases of mpox in several regions, the health ministry said, an indication of how the disease may be spreading across Africa since sexual transmission was first confirmed on the continent last year. 
Mpox is a virus that originates in wild animals and occasionally jumps to people, who can spread it to others. The virus was previously known as monkeypox, because it was first seen in research monkeys.
The World Health Organization said in November it had confirmed sexual transmission of mpox in neighboring Congo for the first time. African scientists warned this could make the disease difficult to contain. 
The Republic of Congo's health ministry published its report on Wednesday. The report said some 43 cases had been reported to the ministry, including in nine out of the country's 12 departments. The government has not issued any further comment on the publication, which was not officially distributed to the media and appears to have been intended for internal use.

    


Mpox became a focus of worldwide concern during an international outbreak in 2022 that saw the disease spread to over 100 countries, mainly by sex among gay or bisexual men. Mpox has been endemic in parts of central and west Africa for decades, but most cases involved infection from rodents, limiting the spread of the disease. 




The WHO declared the outbreak a global emergency and there have been over 90,000 cases to date. In Congo, where sexual transmission was first confirmed, it has tracked more than 12,500 cases and 580 deaths, its largest ever outbreak. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The WHO previously warned that sexual transmission could mean the disease is spreading in other parts of the continent.
In Africa, the figures are likely an underestimate, experts say, because testing facilities are limited and victims may avoid stepping forward because of prejudice and draconian laws targeting LGBTQ+ communities.
While the outbreak of mpox prompted mass vaccination campaigns in Europe and North America, in Africa there are no such plans.
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Paul Alexander thrived while using an iron lung for decades after contracting polio as a child

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Texas man who spent decades using an iron lung after contracting polio as a child has died at the age of 78. Paul Alexander's longtime friend Daniel Spinks says he died Monday at a Dallas hospital.
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    [image: FILE - In this Friday, April 27, 2018 photo, attorney Paul Alexander looks out from inside his iron lung at his home in Dallas. Alexander died Monday, March 11, 2024 at a Dallas hospital, said Daniel Spinks, a longtime friend. He said Alexander had recently been hospitalized after being diagnosed with COVID-19 but did not know the cause of death. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)]
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[image: FILE - In this Friday, April 27, 2018 photo, attorney Paul Alexander chats with caregiver and friend Kathryn Gaines as he drinks coffee and she eats breakfast beside his iron lung at his home in Dallas. Alexander died Monday, March 11, 2024 at a Dallas hospital, said Daniel Spinks, a longtime friend. He said Alexander had recently been hospitalized after being diagnosed with COVID-19 but did not know the cause of death. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)]
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[image: FILE - In this Friday, April 27, 2018 photo, caregiver and friend Kathryn Gaines washes the face of attorney Paul Alexander beside his iron lung at his home in Dallas. Alexander died Monday, March 11, 2024 at a Dallas hospital, said Daniel Spinks, a longtime friend. He said Alexander had recently been hospitalized after being diagnosed with COVID-19 but did not know the cause of death. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)]
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FILE - In this Friday, April 27, 2018 photo, caregiver and friend Kathryn Gaines washes the face of attorney Paul Alexander beside his iron lung at his home in Dallas. Alexander died Monday, March 11, 2024 at a Dallas hospital, said Daniel Spinks, a longtime friend. He said Alexander had recently been hospitalized after being diagnosed with COVID-19 but did not know the cause of death. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Confined to an iron lung after contracting polio as a child, Paul Alexander managed to train himself to breathe on his own for part of the day, earned a law degree, wrote a book about his life, built a big following on social media and inspired people around the globe with his positive outlook.
Alexander died Monday at the age of 78 at a Dallas hospital, said Daniel Spinks, a longtime friend. He said Alexander had recently been hospitalized after being diagnosed with COVID-19 but he did not know the cause of death. 
Alexander contracted polio in 1952, when he was 6. He became paralyzed from the neck down and he began using an iron lung, a cylinder that encased his body as the air pressure in the chamber forced air into and out of his lungs. He had millions of views on his TikTok account.
"He loved to laugh," Spinks said. "He was just one of the bright stars of this world."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Texas man who used an iron lung for decades after contracting polio as a child dies at 78.
    

    
    
    In an interview on April 27, 2018, Paul Alexander, who contracted polio in the 1940s, said it's a hideous disease. 

    


    


In one of his "Conversations With Paul" posts on TikTok, Alexander tells viewers that "being positive is a way of life for me" as his head rests on a pillow and the iron lung can be heard whirring in the background.




Spinks said Alexander's positivity had a profound effect on those around him. "Being around Paul was an enlightenment in so many ways," Spinks said.
Spinks said that Alexander had learned how to "gulp air down his lungs" in order to be out of the iron lung for part of the day. Using a stick in his mouth, Alexander could type on a computer and use the phone, Spinks said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"As he got older he had more difficulties in breathing outside the lung for periods of time so he really just retired back to the lung," Spinks said.
Gary Cox, who has been friends with Alexander since college, said his friend was always smiling. "He was so friendly," Cox said. "He was always happy."
A book Alexander wrote about his life, "Three Minutes for a Dog: My Life in an Iron Lung," was published in 2020. Cox said that the title comes from a promise Alexander's nurse made him when he was a young boy: He'd get a dog if he could teach himself to breathe on his own for three minutes.

    


"That took a good maybe two years, three years before he was able to stay out for three minutes and then five minutes and then 10 minutes and then eventually he got the strength to learn to stay out all day," said Cox. And, indeed, Alexander did get that puppy.
Alexander, who earned a bachelor's degree in economics in 1978 from the University of Texas and a law degree from the school in 1984, was a driven man who had a strong faith in God, said Spinks. They became friends in 2000, when Cox took a job as his driver and helper. 
He said he would drive Alexander to the courthouse, and then push him to his court proceedings in his wheelchair. At the time, he said, Alexander could spend about four to six hours outside of an iron lung, and would be in an iron lung when he was at his office or home.
Spinks only worked for Alexander for about a year though they remained friends, and Spinks said he was among the friends who helped maintain and repair Alexander's iron lungs.

    


"There were a couple of close calls when his lung would break and I would rush out there and we would have to do some repairs on it," Spinks said.
Cox said that at one point, he and his brother got an iron lung off eBay and drove to Chicago to pick it up, bringing it back to Dallas and refurbishing it. 
"They quit making them," Cox said. "They quit supplying the parts for them. You can't even get a collar for them anymore."
Polio was once one of the nation's most feared diseases, with annual outbreaks causing thousands of cases of paralysis. The disease primarily affects children.
Vaccines became available starting in 1955. According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a national vaccination campaign cut the annual number of U.S. cases to less than 100 in the 1960s and fewer than 10 in the 1970s. In 1979, polio was declared eliminated in the U.S., meaning it was no longer routinely spread.
Spinks said that Alexander loved being interviewed, and had a passion to show that disabled people had a place in society.

    


Chris Ulmer, founder of Special Books By Special Kids, a social media platform that gives disabled people a way to share their stories, interviewed Alexander in 2022.
"Paul himself really loved inspiring people and letting them know that they are capable of great things," Ulmer said.
"He just had such a vibrant and joyful energy around him that was contagious," he said.
Cox said that over the years, people around the globe sought Alexander out to hear his inspirational story. 
"If he set his mind to it, he could do it," Cox said.
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A new strategy to attack aggressive brain cancer shrank tumors in two early tests

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of MRI scan images provided by the New England Journal of Medicine in March 2024 shows the progress of a glioblastoma patient who received CAR-T therapy which uses modified versions of T cells from a patient's own immune system. Studies published by the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, signals a new strategy to fight glioblastoma by turning immune cells into ]


    

    
        
            
                    This combination of MRI scan images provided by the New England Journal of Medicine in March 2024 shows the progress of a glioblastoma patient who received CAR-T therapy which uses modified versions of T cells from a patient's own immune system. Studies published by the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, signals a new strategy to fight glioblastoma by turning immune cells into "living drugs" that attack the brain cancer. (NEJM via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A new strategy to fight an extremely aggressive type of brain tumor showed promise in a pair of experiments with a handful of patients.
Scientists took patients' own immune cells and turned them into "living drugs" able to recognize and attack glioblastoma. In the first-step tests, those cells shrank tumors at least temporarily, researchers reported Wednesday.
So-called CAR-T therapy already is used to fight blood-related cancers like leukemia but researchers have struggled to make it work for solid tumors. Now separate teams at Massachusetts General Hospital and the University of Pennsylvania are developing next-generation CAR-T versions designed to get past some of glioblastoma's defenses.
"It's very early days," cautioned Penn's Dr. Stephen Bagley, who led one of the studies. But "we're optimistic that we've got something to build on here, a real foundation."

    


Glioblastoma, the brain cancer that killed President Joe Biden's son Beau Biden and longtime Arizona Sen. John McCain, is fast-growing and hard to treat. Patients usually live 12 to 18 months after diagnosis. Despite decades of research, there are few options when it returns after surgery and radiation.




The immune system's T cells fight disease but cancer has ways to hide. With CAR-T therapy, doctors genetically modify a patient's own T cells so they can better find specific cancer cells. Still, solid tumors like glioblastoma offer an additional hurdle -- they contain mixtures of cancer cells with different mutations. Targeting just one type allows the rest to keep growing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mass General and Penn each developed two-pronged approaches and tried them in patients whose tumors returned after standard treatment. 
At Mass General, Dr. Marcela Maus' lab combined CAR-T with what are called T-cell engaging antibody molecules -- molecules that can attract nearby, regular T cells to join in the cancer attack. The result, dubbed CAR-TEAM, targets versions of a protein called EGFR that's found in most glioblastomas but not normal brain tissue.

    


Penn's approach was to create "dual-target" CAR-T therapy that hunts for both that EGFR protein plus a second protein found in many glioblastomas.
Both teams infused the treatment through a catheter into the fluid that bathes the brain.
Mass General tested three patients with its CAR-TEAM and brain scans a day or two later showed their tumors rapidly began shrinking, the researchers reported in the New England Journal of Medicine.
"None of us could really believe it," Maus said. "That doesn't happen."
Two of the patients' tumors began to regrow soon and a repeat dose given to one of them didn't work. But one patient's response to the experimental treatment lasted more than six months.
Similarly, Penn researchers reported in Nature Medicine that the first six patients given its therapy experienced varying degrees of tumor shrinkage. While some rapidly relapsed, Bagley said one treated in August so far hasn't seen regrowth.
For both teams, the challenge is to make it longer-lasting. 
"None of this is going to matter if it doesn't last," Bagley said. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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A CDC team joins the response to 8 measles cases in a Chicago shelter for migrants

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People hang around outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | People hang around outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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[image: Children cover their heads as they sit outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: FILE - Immigrants stand outside a shelter in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago, Dec. 19, 2023. Officials have confirmed seven cases of measles among shelter residents since Thursday, March 7, 2024, prompting a push to boost vaccinations with support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)]
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[image: Children cover their heads as they sit outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Children cover their heads as they sit outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Children cover their heads as they sit outside of a migrant shelter Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. Multiple people living at the shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week. A team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is supporting local officials' response. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Immigrants stand outside a shelter in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago, Dec. 19, 2023. Officials have confirmed seven cases of measles among shelter residents since Thursday, March 7, 2024, prompting a push to boost vaccinations with support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Eight people living at a Chicago shelter for migrants have tested positive for measles since last week, prompting the arrival of a team with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to guide city and state officials' response to the infections, including vaccination efforts.
Ten infections total have been reported in the city since Thursday, which the Chicago Department of Public Health said was the first instance of measles detected locally since 2019. Two of the cases -- an adult and a child -- were not shelter residents. 
Measles is a contagious virus still common in many countries outside the U.S. Cases in the U.S. originate from international travelers -- most often Americans who have not been vaccinated, according to the CDC. 
The city on Friday publicly reported the first case at the shelter housing around 1,900 people. The other cases at the former warehouse in the city's Pilsen neighborhood quickly followed, including three confirmed Tuesday and one Wednesday.

    


The department said those infected include 5 children and 4 adults. Nearly 900 residents have received vaccines since Thursday night, officials said. 




The vaccine against measles is not recommended during pregnancy or for children younger than 1.
"We haven't seen cases of new arrivals coming with measles," the city's public health Commissioner Dr. Olusimbo Ige said Wednesday. "Measles cases were acquired here. And so, we have been working very hard, taking our responsibility to safeguard the health of the new arrivals seriously." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The cluster within the city-run shelter highlighted Chicago's multi-layered struggle to respond to the arrival of nearly 37,000 migrants since 2022 when Texas Gov. Greg Abbott began sending buses to so-called sanctuary cities. 
Chicago initially used police stations and airports as officials searched for other temporary shelters. On Tuesday, a city dashboard showed more than 11,000 people remain in city-run shelters. 

    


Providing medical care has been part of that effort; from vaccinations to treatment of conditions developed during exhausting journeys to reach the U.S. border with Mexico. 
Many migrants who land in Chicago come from Venezuela where a social, political and economic crisis has pushed millions into poverty. The situation along with doctor and drug shortages has affected the availability and affordability of routine care, as well as trust in medical institutions. Venezuela has reported one of the world's lowest vaccination rates for children. 
Cook County officials opened a clinic to provide immediate care, vaccinations and an entryway into other public health services in 2022. 
Alex Normington, a spokesperson for Cook County Health, said providers offer all essential vaccinations there and more than 73,000 have been given against measles, influenza, COVID-19 and other viruses. 
Providers also rotate through every city shelter and have expanded their hours as the measles cases arose, Normington said.
But volunteer organizations working with migrants have frequently criticized conditions inside the city's shelters, particularly following the December death of a 5-year-old boy who became ill while staying at the same shelter where the measles cases have been reported. 

    


They argue the cases are the result of the city, county, state and federal government falling short of supporting new arrivals' health needs.
"This is not the new arrivals' fault -- this is a public health emergency a long time in the making," Annie Gomberg, a volunteer, said in a statement. "Everyone arriving here should be screened and vaccinated, just like we did at Ellis Island over 100 years ago. Not put in overcrowded shelters to languish."
___
Associated Press reporters Sophia Tareen in Chicago and Ken Kusmer in Indianapolis and medical writer Mike Stobbe in New York contributed. 
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Yankees ace Gerrit Cole to see specialist Dr. Neal ElAttrache for additional tests on right elbow

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole walks to the field before a spring training baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays Friday, March 1, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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                                        TAMPA, Fla (AP) -- New York Yankees ace Gerrit Cole traveled to Los Angeles on Wednesday to see specialist Dr. Neal ElAttrache for additional tests on his right elbow.
Yankees manager Aaron Boone said he has no timetable for how long Cole will be sidelined.
"I understand it's Gerrit Cole and it's a big story, but I'm not going to jump to a conclusion or speculate," Boone said after after Wednesday's 9-4 loss to Boston. "We're still in the gathering of information, and then everyone's got to weigh in to determine what exactly we have."
ElAttrache is the Los Angeles Dodgers head team physician and is an expert on elbows.
Cole, the reigning AL Cy Young Award winner, has made at least 30 starts in each of the last six full regular seasons. He had an MRI on Monday and X-rays and a CT scan on Tuesday.
The 33-year-old Cole had been throwing fewer pitches in spring training starts than other rotation members.

    


"I've lived this game all my life," Boone said. "So you try, as much as it sounds crazy, not to get ahead of yourself too much with things especially when you don't know things. Obviously, you've got to be ready to bounce, ready to pivot and as I would like to say stay in the athletic position all the time so that you're nimble and able to adjust as things come in. But I also try not to get ahead of myself until I know what we're dealing with."




Boone said Carlos Rodon, who allowed one run over four innings against the Red Sox, remains scheduled to start the second game of the season at Houston. Boone said discussions are ongoing on who will replace Cole in the March 28 opener, Marcus Stroman is a top candidate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cole is entering the fifth season of a $324 million, nine-year contract that pays $36 million annually. He has the right to opt out after the season and become a free agent, but if he opts out the Yankees can void the opt out by adding a guaranteed $36 million salary for 2029.

    


Center fielder Aaron Judge, who had an MRI of his abdomen on Monday, is expected to play again on Saturday.
Judge started feeling discomfort with his abdomen during his swing's follow-through about a little over a week ago and the 31-year-old has not taken on-field batting practice the past few days. He last played Sunday, striking out in both at-bats, and said he expects to resume swinging a bat this week.
He got treatment and did inside work on Wednesday.
"Just trying to make sure this doesn't turn into something," Boone said. "That's the biggest thing, right? Now with the calendar being what it is, and taking advantage of that."
Judge missed 42 games last season with a torn ligament in his right big toe, an injury sustained when he ran into Dodger Stadium's right-field fence on June 3, He started his offseason hitting program in November.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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Early results show lower cancer rates than expected among Air Force nuclear missile personnel

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this image provided by the U.S. Air Force, Airman 1st Class Jackson Ligon, 341st Missile Maintenance Squadron technician, examines the internals of an intercontinental ballistic missile during a Simulated Electronic Launch-Minuteman test Sept. 22, 2020, at a launch facility near Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, Mont. The Air Force is reporting the first data on cancer diagnoses among troops who worked with nuclear missiles. While the data is only about 25% complete, the Air Force on March 13, 2024, said the numbers are lower than they would have expected.(Tristan Day/U.S. Air Force via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Air Force is reporting the first data on cancer diagnoses among troops who worked with nuclear missiles and, while the data is only about 25% complete, the service says the numbers are lower than what they expected. 
The Air Force said so far it has identified 23 cases of non-Hodgkin lymphoma, a blood cancer, in the first stage of its review of cancers among service members who operated, maintained or supported silo-based Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
To identify those cases the Air Force looked at all missile community personnel who used the military health care system, or TRICARE, from 2001 to 2021, a population they said is about 84,000 people and includes anyone who operated, maintained, secured or otherwise supported the Air Force nuclear mission. 
Within that community about 8,000 served as missileers, young men and women who are underground in launch control capsules for 24 to 48 hours at a time -- ready to fire the silo-based Minuteman missiles if ordered to by the president. 

    


The Air Force review of cancers among service members who are assigned to its nuclear missile mission was prompted by January 2023 reports that nine missile launch officers who had served at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Montana had been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma. 


The 23 cases identified so far are lower than what would be expected over the 20-year time frame when compared to similar incidence rates in the U.S. general population, the Air Force said. Based on National Cancer Institute Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results data on the incidence of non-Hodgkin lymphoma for the same time frame, Air Force researchers would expect to find about 80 NHL cases in the larger 84,000-person missile community. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It also did not identify how many of those 23 cases were found among the smaller missileer population versus among the larger pool of service members who support the nuclear mission. 

    


The Air Force has emphasized that it still doesn't have all the data. The study does not yet include state cancer registry and Department of Veterans Affairs data, which limits what numbers are reported. The military health care system only serves active duty personnel, their dependents and qualifying retirees, meaning that service members who left the military before they had completed 20 years of service, but who were diagnosed after they left, may not be included in these numbers. 
The nuclear missile community has formed an advocacy group to press for answers on the cancers, named the Torchlight Initiative, and has found hundreds of cases of NHL among its ranks. 
Missileers have raised concerns for years about the underground capsules they work in. The capsules were dug in the 1960s on older environmental standards and exposed them to toxic substances. An Associated Press investigation in December found that despite official Air Force responses from 2001 to 2005 that the capsules were safe, environmental records showed exposure to asbestos, polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs and other cancer-linked dangers were regularly reported in the underground capsules. 
The Air Force is continuing its review. 
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Kentucky should reconsider using psychedelics to treat opioid addiction, attorney general says
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky's new attorney general, Russell Coleman, has urged a commission tasked with fighting drug abuse to "step back" from a proposal to invest in a psychedelic drug as a possible treatment for opioid addiction.
When the Republican's predecessor was in office, the commission had considered dipping into the state's massive opioid lawsuit settlement to study the use of ibogaine -- a psychedelic with an international following that remains a Schedule 1 drug in the U.S. -- with the goal of gaining federal approval to distribute it as a medication to treat opioid addiction.
Speaking to the Kentucky Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission, Coleman said the state has to be "responsible stewards" of settlement funds, which were "purchased by the pain of Kentucky families."
"In that spirit, I respectfully ask this commission to step back from previous proposals to allocate $42 million to ibogaine research and the unproven and incredibly expensive clinical trial," Coleman said Tuesday. 

    


"These vital resources -- that some call 'blood money' -- are too precious to gamble away," he added. 




Although overdose fatalities remain staggeringly high, there have been glimmers of hope.
Kentucky had 2,135 overdose deaths in 2022, down more than 5% from the prior year and the first statewide decline since 2018. The increased prevalence of fentanyl -- a powerful synthetic opioid -- is blamed by officials as a key factor behind the state's high death toll. Potent, inexpensive methamphetamine is seen as another significant contributor.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Coleman urged the commission to pursue innovations that "push the boundaries of addiction response," and said he would like to see the group establish a $5 million pool for research and innovation grants.
"With a new fund tailored to big ideas, Kentucky can keep pushing the outer limit in this space," he said. "And if someone brings forward an ibogaine research proposal that fits the criteria of this new innovative grant program, I hope the commission would give it full and fair consideration."

    


The attorney general appoints some of the commission members under state law, and Coleman has named a new executive director.
Kentucky secured more than $800 million as part of settlements with companies for their roles in the opioid addiction crisis. Half of Kentucky's settlement will go directly to cities and counties. The commission oversees the state's half and has started awarding funding to grassroots groups that specialize in drug prevention, treatment and recovery services.
"With a new round of grant applications already underway, I look forward to seeing the selections you make this year," Coleman told the commission. 
Coleman, who took office at the start of the year, outlined his priorities for combating the Bluegrass State's drug addiction woes. Strong treatment and enforcement programs are in place, he said, noting that there are "finally enough treatment beds available in Kentucky."
"Now we are entering a new phase with a new challenge," he said. "We need to build up the third leg of the stool: prevention."

    


The attorney general's office is developing prevention initiatives, with a focus on youth education, Coleman said. Those conversations with children need to start earlier, he said, and he urged the commission to be part of the effort to "build a gold-standard" statewide prevention program.
"When kids as young as 11 are dying from fatal overdoses ... when a young person with limitless potential is stolen away because he thought he was taking a Xanax, it's our responsibility to prepare them for this threat," Coleman said.
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NCAA chief medical officer Brian Hainline announces retirement
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- NCAA chief medical officer and senior vice president Brian Hainline is retiring after more than a decade in the position.
Hainline announced his retirement, which is effective May 31, on Wednesday. He was named the NCAA's first chief medical officer in 2013, forming and overseeing the NCAA Sport Science Institute that aims to provide college athletes with the best environment for safety and wellness.
A former college tennis player, Hainline had served as chief medical officer of the U.S. Open Tennis Championships and the United States Tennis Association. He is a clinical professor of neurology at New York University's Grossman School of Medicine and Indiana University's School of Medicine and has written or co-written nine books.
Hainline is still active in a leadership role in tennis, including serving as chairman of the board and president of the USTA.
Under his leadership, the NCAA first published Mental Health Best Practices: Understanding and Supporting Student-Athlete Mental Health in 2016.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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Mississippi has the nation's worst infant mortality. It will allow earlier Medicaid to help babies

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Mississippi Republican Gov. Tate Reeves delivers his State of the State address to the Mississippi State Legislature, Feb. 26, 2024, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss. Reeves has signed a new law Tuesday, March 12, that will allow women to receive Medicaid coverage earlier in pregnancy. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A new Mississippi law will allow earlier Medicaid coverage for pregnant women in an effort to improve health outcomes for mothers and babies in a poor state with the worst rate of infant mortality in the U.S.
The "presumptive eligibility" legislation signed Tuesday by Republican Gov. Tate Reeves will become law July 1. It says Medicaid will pay for a pregnant woman's outpatient medical care for up to 60 days while her application for the government-funded insurance program is being considered.
Processing Medicaid applications can take weeks, and physicians say early prenatal care is vital.
The advocacy group Mississippi Black Women's Roundtable praised the new law, which passed the Republican-controlled Legislature with bipartisan support.
"This represents a significant step forward in the effort to create better health for women and their families," the group said in a statement.

    


Black infants in Mississippi were nearly twice as likely as white ones to die over the past decade, according to a report unveiled Jan. 18 by the state Department of Health.
Presumptive Medicaid eligibility during pregnancy would be based on questions about income, asked by health care providers such county health department workers. If a woman's Medicaid application is ultimately rejected because her income is too high, Medicaid would still pay for services provided during the time of presumptive eligibility.




House Medicaid Committee Chairwoman Missy McGee, a Republican from Hattiesburg, said the total cost to the Medicaid program will be just under $600,000 a year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 41% of births in the U.S. and 57% in Mississippi were financed by Medicaid in 2022, according to the health policy research group KFF. Only Louisiana had a larger share of births covered by Medicaid that year, at 61%.
In Mississippi, Medicaid coverage for pregnant women 19 and older is based on income. A woman in that age category who has no dependents can receive up to about $29,000 and qualify for Medicaid during pregnancy. One with three dependents can get as much as $59,700 and qualify.

    


Mississippi Medicaid coverage is available to all income levels for those who are pregnant and younger than 19.
In 2023, Mississippi extended postpartum Medicaid coverage from two months to a full year, with Reeves saying the change was part of a "new pro-life agenda" to help mothers in a state where abortion is tightly restricted.
But, Mississippi is among 10 states that have not expanded Medicaid eligibility to include people earning up to 138% of the federal poverty level, or $20,120 annually for a single person. Expansion is allowed under the federal health overhaul that then-President Barack Obama signed into law in 2010.
The Mississippi House recently voted for Medicaid expansion. The state Senate has not voted on an expansion proposal this year, and Reeves has said for years that he opposes adding people to government programs.
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US could end legal fight against Titanic expedition

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Titanic leaves Southampton, England, April 10, 1912, on her maiden voyage. The U.S. government could end its legal fight against a planned expedition to the Titanic over concerns that it would violate a law that treats the wreck as a gravesite. An assistant U.S. attorney told a federal judge in Virginia on Wednesday March 13, 2024, that the U.S. is seeking more information on revised plans for the May expedition, which have been significantly scaled back. (AP Photo/File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Titanic leaves Southampton, England, April 10, 1912, on her maiden voyage. The U.S. government could end its legal fight against a planned expedition to the Titanic over concerns that it would violate a law that treats the wreck as a gravesite. An assistant U.S. attorney told a federal judge in Virginia on Wednesday March 13, 2024, that the U.S. is seeking more information on revised plans for the May expedition, which have been significantly scaled back. (AP Photo/File)
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                                        NORFOLK, Va. (AP) -- The U.S. government could end its legal fight against a planned expedition to the Titanic, which has sparked concerns that it would violate a law that treats the wreck as a gravesite.
Kent Porter, an assistant U.S. attorney, told a federal judge in Virginia Wednesday that the U.S. is seeking more information on revised plans for the May expedition, which have been significantly scaled back. Porter said the U.S. has not determined whether the new plans would break the law. 
RMS Titanic Inc., the Georgia company that owns the salvage rights to the wreck, originally planned to take images inside the ocean liner's severed hull and to retrieve artifacts from the debris field. RMST also said it would possibly recover free-standing objects inside the Titanic, including the room where the sinking ship had broadcast its distress signals. 

    


The U.S. filed a legal challenge to the expedition in August, citing a 2017 federal law and a pact with Great Britain to treat the site as a memorial. More than 1,500 people died when the Titanic struck an iceberg and sank in 1912. 
The U.S. argued last year that entering the Titanic -- or physically altering or disturbing the wreck -- is regulated by the law and agreement. Among the government's concerns is the possible disturbance of artifacts and any human remains that may still exist on the North Atlantic seabed. 




In October, RMST said it had significantly pared down its dive plans. That's because its director of underwater research, Paul-Henri Nargeolet, died in the implosion of the Titan submersible near the Titanic shipwreck in June. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Titan was operated by a separate company, OceanGate, to which Nargeolet was lending expertise. Nargeolet was supposed to lead this year's expedition by RMST. 
RMST stated in a court filing last month that it now plans to send an uncrewed submersible to the wreck site and will only take external images of the ship. 

    


"The company will not come into contact with the wreck," RMST stated, adding that it "will not attempt any artifact recovery or penetration imaging."
RMST has recovered and conserved thousands of Titanic artifacts, which millions of people have seen through its exhibits in the U.S. and overseas. The company was granted the salvage rights to the shipwreck in 1994 by the U.S. District Court in Norfolk, Virginia. 
U. S. District Judge Rebecca Beach Smith is the maritime jurist who presides over Titanic salvage matters. She said during Wednesday's hearing that the U.S. government's case would raise serious legal questions if it continues, while the consequences could be wide-ranging. 
Congress is allowed to modify maritime law, Smith said in reference to the U.S. regulating entry into the sunken Titanic. But the judge questioned whether Congress can strip courts of their own admiralty jurisdiction over a shipwreck, something that has centuries of legal precedent. 
In 2020, Smithgave RMST permission to retrieve and exhibit the radio that had broadcast the Titanic's distress calls. The expedition would have involved entering the Titanic and cutting into it. 

    


The U.S. government filed an official legal challenge against that expedition, citing the law and pact with Britain. But the legal battle never played out. RMST indefinitely delayed those plans because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Smith noted Wednesday that time may be running out for expeditions inside the Titanic. The ship is rapidly deteriorating. 
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US energy industry methane emissions are triple what government thinks, study finds

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A flare burns at a well pad Aug. 26, 2021, near Watford City, N.D. American oil and natural gas wells, pipelines and compressors are spewing three times the amount of the potent heat-trapping gas methane as the government thinks, a new comprehensive study calculates. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown, File)]
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                                        American oil and natural gas wells, pipelines and compressors are spewing three times the amount of the potent heat-trapping gas methane as the government thinks, causing $9.3 billion in yearly climate damage, a new comprehensive study calculates.
But because more than half of these methane emissions are coming from a tiny number of oil and gas sites, 1% or less, this means the problem is both worse than the government thought but also fairly fixable, said the lead author of a study in Wednesday's journal Nature.
The same issue is happening globally. Large methane emissions events around the world detected by satellites grew 50% in 2023 compared to 2022 with more than 5 million metric tons spotted in major fossil fuel leaks, the International Energy Agency reported Wednesday in their Global Methane Tracker 2024. World methane emissions rose slightly in 2023 to 120 million metric tons, the report said.

    


"This is really an opportunity to cut emissions quite rapidly with targeted efforts at these highest emitting sites," said lead author Evan Sherwin, an energy and policy analyst at the U.S. Department of Energy's Lawrence Berkeley National Lab who wrote the study while at Stanford University. "If we can get this roughly 1% of sites under control, then we're halfway there because that's about half of the emissions in most cases."




Sherwin said the fugitive emissions come throughout the oil and gas production and delivery system, starting with gas flaring. That's when firms release natural gas to the air or burn it instead of capturing the gas that comes out of energy extraction. There's also substantial leaks throughout the rest of the system, including tanks, compressors and pipelines, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's actually straightforward to fix," Sherwin said.
In general about 3% of the U.S. gas produced goes wasted into the air, compared to the Environmental Protection Agency figures of 1%, the study found. Sherwin said that's a substantial amount, about 6.2 million tons per hour in leaks measured over the daytime. It could be lower at night, but they don't have those measurements.

    


The study gets that figure using one million anonymized measurements from airplanes that flew over 52% of American oil wells and 29% of gas production and delivery system sites over a decade. Sherwin said the 3% leak figure is the average for the six regions they looked at and they did not calculate a national average.
Methane over a two-decade period traps about 80 times more heat than carbon dioxide, but only lasts in the atmosphere for about a decade instead of hundreds of years like carbon dioxide, according to the EPA.
About 30% of the world's warming since pre-industrial times comes from methane emissions, said IEA energy supply unit head Christophe McGlade. The United States is the No. 1 oil and gas production methane emitter, with China polluting even more methane from coal, he said.
Last December, the Biden administration issued a new rule forcing the U.S. oil and natural gas industry to cut its methane emissions. At the same time at the United Nations climate negotiations in Dubai, 50 oil companies around the world pledged to reach near zero methane emissions and end routine flaring in operations by 2030. That Dubai agreement would trim about one-tenth of a degree Celsius, nearly two-tenths of a degree Fahrenheit, from future warming, a prominent climate scientist told The Associated Press.

    


Monitoring methane from above, instead of at the sites or relying on company estimates, is a growing trend. Earlier this month the market-based Environmental Defense Fund and others launched MethaneSAT into orbit. For energy companies, the lost methane is valuable with Sherwin's study estimate it is worth about $1 billion a year.
About 40% of the global methane emissions from oil, gas and coal could have been avoided at no extra cost, which is "a massive missed opportunity," IEA's McGlade said. The IEA report said if countries do what they promised in Dubai they could cut half of the global methane pollution by 2030, but actions put in place so far only would trim 20% instead, "a very large gap between emissions and actions," McGlade said.

    


"It is critical to reduce methane emissions if the world is to meet climate targets," said Cornell University methane researcher Robert Horwath, who wasn't part of Sherwin's study. 
"Their analysis makes sense and is the most comprehensive study by far out there on the topic," said Howarth, who is updating figures in a forthcoming study to incorporate the new data.
The overflight data shows the biggest leaks are in the Permian basin of Texas and New Mexico. 
"It's a region of rapid growth, primarily driven by oil production," Sherwin said. "So when the drilling happens, both oil and gas comes out, but the main thing that the companies want to sell in most cases was the oil. And there wasn't enough pipeline capacity to take the gas away" so it spewed into the air instead.

    


Contrast that with tiny leak rates found in drilling in the Denver region and the Pennsylvania area. Denver leaks are so low because of local strictly enforced regulations and Pennsylvania is more gas-oriented, Sherwin said.
This shows a real problem with what National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association methane-monitoring scientist Gabrielle Petron calls "super-emitters."
"Reliably detecting and fixing super-emitters is a low hanging fruit to reduce real life greenhouse gas emissions," Petron, who wasn't part of Sherwin's study, said. "This is very important because these super-emitter emissions are ignored by most 'official' accounting."
Stanford University climate scientist Rob Jackson, who also wasn't part of the study, said, "a few facilities are poisoning the air for everyone."
"For more than a decade, we've been showing that the industry emits far more methane than they or government agencies admit," Jackson said. "This study is capstone evidence. And yet nothing changes."
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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