
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, March 14, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	23
        

        
          	
            Local
          
          	13
        

        
          	
            Sports
          
          	16
        

        
          	
            Technology
          
          	13
        

        
          	
            National
          
          	9
        

        
          	
            World
          
          	17
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	8
        

        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	16
        

        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	11
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

      Opinions

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        I have figured out where the Princess of Wales is
        Alexandra Petri

        British literature tells us we cannot rule out that Kate Middleton is wuthering on a height.

      

      
        Why do the majority of polls break for Trump? I answered your questions.
        Perry Bacon

        Perry's live chat with readers starts at 1 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.

      

      
        What the House vote on TikTok says about Republicans and Trump
        Ramesh Ponnuru

        Everybody says loyalty to Trump comes before all of the GOP's previously stated views. So why did nearly all Republicans in the U.S. House ignore him on TikTok?

      

      
        The British media's increasingly panicked Kate Middleton coverage
        Edith Pritchett

        Get well, sweet princess.

      

      
        Biden's budget calls the bluff of supposed GOP budget hawks
        Jennifer Rubin

        Republicans need to show their hands. What do they have on deficit control?

      

      
        Ghana's draconian anti-gay bill reflects colonial values
        Karen Attiah

        People who engage in public displays of affection with people of the same sex could face more than a decade in prison.

      

      
        I want to support Trump. He keeps making that harder for me.
        Marc Thiessen

        I'm deeply concerned that Trump's second term, if elected in 2024, would not be the one that millions of Americans voted for in 2020.

      

      
        To protect kids online today, let's rethink this 1990s law
        Kevin Roberts

        It's time for Congress to revisit the Communications Decency Act.

      

      
        All that is true about aging is illuminated on a walk
        Anne Lamott

        We work, love and help others as best we can, gawk at nature, rest. Is that it? Pretty much.

      

      
        The Biden-Netanyahu rift goes much deeper than Rafah
        David Ignatius

        As Israel delays its push into the city, harder questions still revolve around what happens "the day after."

      

      
        A mango tree in your backyard -- but at what cost?
        Drew Goins

        Plus: A TikTok ban. Putin the gangster. Remembering Oct. 7.

      

      
        The special counsel was unfair to Biden and his transcript proves it
        Ruth Marcus

        Just check the transcript: Hur was unfair in his characterizations of the president's capabilities.

      

      
        Congress should help U.S. churches get green cards for their priests
        Letters to the Editor

        It is an immigration catastrophe no one is talking about.

      

      
        Older workers doing physically demanding work need our help
        Letters to the Editor

        As workers age out of grueling jobs, they need a bridge to Social Security.

      

      
        Keeping the lights on in electricity-hungry America
        Letters to the Editor

        Readers propose energy efficiency, multiple sources of power, an upgraded grid and checks on crypto as potential solutions.

      

      
        If everyone's mad at Hur, he must be doing something right! Right?
        Alexandra Petri

        Robert Hur knew he was driving his car right, because everyone was honking at him.

      

      
        Another dysfunctional family's altered photo
        Ann Telnaes

        Ann Telnaes cartoon on the fractured houses of Windsor -- and Trump.

      

      
        Don't lose sight of the other Navalnys
        Editorial Board

        Around the world, thousands of political prisoners face conditions of isolation and deprivation. They are the other Navalnys.

      

      
        In Haiti, the toxic effects of apathy and naivete
        Lee Hockstader

        The prime minister said on Tuesday that he will resign. What's needed is an international operation to restore some semblance of order.

      

      
        Cartoon by Pia Guerra
        Pia Guerra

        Pia Guerra cartoon on the Kate Middleton photo scandal.

      

      
        Should Biden debate Trump? I answered your questions.
        Jennifer Rubin

        Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. Read the transcript.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



I have figured out where the Princess of Wales is
British literature tells us we cannot rule out that Kate Middleton is wuthering on a height.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-03-14

Part of Catherine's disguise, perhaps? 


We know from literature that if anyone is ever surprisingly unavailable for work, it is because they have turned into an enormous bug. Obviously this is the first and best theory regarding the whereabouts of Catherine, Princess of Wales: She is exercising her Kafka privileges and has turned into an insect, as a metaphor.
The downside of turning into an insect is you never know how long the metamorphosis is going to last, but the upside is that you can just lie around the house for a bit, stridulating, an opportunity princesses get far too seldom.
However, there is one problem with this theory -- yes, only one problem, I'm sure of it. The problem is that this is the wrong literature to look to. Franz Kafka was Czech; Kate Middleton is not. We must therefore look to British literature instead. Fortunately, it, too, is full of answers. Perhaps Catherine ...
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Why do the majority of polls break for Trump? I answered your questions.
Perry's live chat with readers starts at 1 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-03-14
Columnist Perry Bacon Jr. is online every Thursday for a live chat where he'll interact with readers, discuss his columns and answer questions on the politics and news of the week. Read the transcript below.
Read Perry Bacon's columns and past live chats, or sign up to receive his latest columns in your inbox.
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What the House vote on TikTok says about Republicans and Trump 
Everybody says loyalty to Trump comes before all of the GOP's previously stated views. So why did nearly all Republicans in the U.S. House ignore him on TikTok?
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-03-14

Former president Donald Trump at a rally in Rome, Ga., on March 9. (David Walter Banks for The Washington Post) 


Everybody knows that the Republican Party now belongs wholly to Donald Trump and that loyalty to him comes before all of its previously stated views. So why is it that nearly all Republicans in the U.S. House ignored him on the TikTok bill?
Put another way: A month ago, House Republicans killed a bipartisan immigration deal that Trump had condemned. Why didn't they follow him this time?
The details: When he was president, Trump issued an executive order banning TikTok. He described its potential impact on U.S. security as a "national emergency": The company's "data collection threatens to allow the Chinese Communist Party access to Americans' personal and proprietary information -- potentially allowing China to track the locations of Federal employees and contractors, build dossiers of personal information for blackmail, and conduct corporate espionage."
Last week, though, Trump reversed himself by saying it would be a mistake to "get rid of TikTok." He later expanded on his thinking in an interview with CNBC. He still considers the company a "national security risk," but he worries that banning it will mostly help Facebook, "which has been very bad for our country." A major Republican donor has an ownership stake in TikTok, and many Trump associates have financial ties to the company.
Trump's reversal had no discernible impact on House Republicans. The vast majority of them have just voted to force the company's Beijing-based owner to sell it. Only 15 House Republicans opposed the bill. Most Democrats backed the legislation as well, although by a less lopsided margin. In a House that has passed very few bills, this one achieved a wide consensus.
House Republicans might not have thought Trump was serious about his new position. During and after his presidency, Trump has regularly shown a willingness to tolerate a lot of disagreement on policy questions. None of the senators who voted against his immigration plan in 2018 ever faced any consequences for it, not even a tweet. Trump recently endorsed the Senate campaign of former Michigan congressman Mike Rogers, whose foreign-policy record places him squarely in the middle of the pre-Trump Republican Party.
Rep. Mike Gallagher, the Wisconsin Republican who chairs the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party, notes that Trump's statement was itself equivocal, since the legislation bans TikTok only if there is no divestment. "It wasn't like a full-throated effort to quash our bill," he told me. "And then he didn't double down, which was helpful."
Alternatively, House Republicans might have judged that on this issue, the former president was out of step with his own base. To the extent that there really is a political tendency that deserves the label of "Trumpism," the anti-TikTok bill would seem to be a pure expression of it: It's an attack on China and its "swamp" lobbyists in defense of U.S. sovereignty. Not even criticism from Trump, Elon Musk and Tucker Carlson combined could overcome Republican voters' inclination to support the bill. (By contrast, a lot of Republicans were primed to oppose a bipartisan immigration deal even before Trump opposed it.)
Even so, Trump's stand on behalf of TikTok also seems unlikely to dim any of his supporters' enthusiasm for him. When you've defined yourself as a strong leader, they'll let you flip-flop.
Trump's ineffectual intervention in the TikTok debate sheds light on how another presidential term for him would go. Different groups have tried to outline a Trumpist agenda to guide him if he returns to power, and there has been widespread speculation that he will surround himself with true believers instead of conventional Republicans. Knowing more of how government works, he will supposedly be less susceptible to agreeing with whoever last spoke to him.
Maybe. But his stance on TikTok suggests that Trump remains more mercurial than an "America First" ideologue -- and that when he tells congressional Republicans to jump, sometimes they will just tune him out.
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The British media's increasingly panicked Kate Middleton coverage  
Get well, sweet princess. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-03-14

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Biden's budget calls the bluff of supposed GOP budget hawks
Republicans need to show their hands. What do they have on deficit control?
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-03-14

President Biden in Goffstown, N.H., on Monday. (Sophie Park/Getty Images)


President Biden's budget, like all administrations' budget proposals, will not become law. But it achieves two important goals: It makes several policy proposals whose times have come. And it reveals GOP hypocrisy on deficit control.
A favorite Biden expression is, "Don't tell me what you value. Show me your budget, and I'll tell you what you value." And that certainly applies here. In particular, his tax proposals evince a commitment to narrowing income inequality. He also advances several innovative programs to address the housing crisis.
For starters, Biden's tax proposals seek to bolster the working poor. "The President's Budget would restore the expanded Child Tax Credit, lifting 3 million children out of poverty and cutting taxes by an average of $2,600 for 39 million low- and middle-income families that include 66 million children," the administration's fact sheet explains. "This includes 18 million children in low-income families who would be newly eligible for the full credit, and 2 million children living with a caregiver who is at least 60 years old."
At the other end of the spectrum, Biden tackles one of the most regressive aspects of our tax system: the cap on earnings subject to Medicare taxes. His plan would lift the cap on earnings subject to these payroll taxes and hike the rate to 5 percent on those with incomes over $400,000. It would also end the payroll tax exemption for some earnings from "pass-through businesses."
The proposal comes at the point in the calendar in which people who make $1 million a year have already capped out on payroll taxes. "Most Americans can expect to pay Social Security payroll taxes throughout 2024," CNBC reported. "But for top earners with gross annual wage income of $1 million, March 2 marks the date at which they will stop paying into the program, according to the Center for Economic and Policy Research." With the income cap presently set at $168,600, they'll enjoy the rest of the year without payroll tax deductions.
Frankly, there is no policy reason not to simply lift the $168,600 cap for everyone. However, Biden is sticking with his promise not to raise taxes on anyone making less than $400,000. That means his new proposal would create a sort of "doughnut" where earnings between $168,600 and $400,000 still are not subject to Medicare taxes, but those above $400,000 start paying more. Despite the awkward nod to politics, the concept remains strong. So long as the very well-to-do continue to draw Social Security paid for through the earnings of much less affluent taxpayers, the wealthy can and should pay more.
With a House Republican majority, Biden's Medicare tax proposal will go nowhere. But it should begin a robust discussion. Why is there a cap? And why not lift the cap for Social Security as well as Medicare taxes?
Coupled with a refusal to renew the costly Donald Trump tax cuts for the richest Americans and increases in the corporate tax rate, the Biden tax proposals fulfill his promise of making the tax code more progressive while giving a specific boost to poor parents. Those changes allow Biden to lay claim to cutting $3.3 trillion from the deficit over 10 years.
Finally, Biden -- on the heels of significant efforts to cut student debt despite the Supreme Court's overturning his central student debt forgiveness effort -- comes up with a plan to aid generally young, first-time home buyers. Biden seeks to "unstick" the housing market where low supply of housing stock and higher rates put a home out of reach for millions of first-time buyers. He also addresses the problem of rising rents by subsidizing new construction and renovation and with a "strike force" across agencies. "Launched on Tuesday to curb unfair and illegal pricing across the economy," USA Today reports, the group "will also work to combat egregious rent increases and other practices driving up rents."
The Biden budget's housing plans include subsidies and administrative measures to increase building of affordable housing units and creates a mortgage relief credit for first-time home buyers of up to $10,000, paid over two years. ("This is the equivalent of reducing the mortgage rate by 1.5 percentage points for two years on the median home, to help more than 3.5 million middle-class families purchase their first home over the next two years," the administration explains in its fact sheet.) The budget would also offer a $10,000 credit to homeowners to sell their starter homes.
In response to this array of proposals, Republicans will holler that tax hikes will crash the economy and spending will balloon the debt. But Biden's budget, which cuts the deficit, now stands as a challenge: What is their plan?
We already know Republicans want to extend the Trump tax cuts, expanding the pool of red ink. Trump's incoherent rambling about entitlements suggests ... well ... we don't know exactly what he meant. But it sure sounds like he is open to cutting Social Security and Medicare. ("There is a lot you can do in terms of entitlements in terms of cutting and in terms of also the theft and the bad management of entitlements, tremendous bad management of entitlements. There's tremendous amounts of things and numbers of things you can do."If such a word salad came out of Biden's mouth, the press would be apoplectic.) Forcing the Republicans to explain what spending they want to cut and whose taxes they want to lower should be part of Biden's budget rollout.
Republicans talk a good game, but so far we have seen nothing of their "economic populism" or any realistic deficit-cutting plan, even one acceptable to their own House and Senate members. Biden has showed his hand. Now it's time for them show theirs.
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Ghana's draconian anti-gay bill reflects colonial values
People who engage in public displays of affection with people of the same sex could face more than a decade in prison. 
By Karen Attiah | 2024-03-14

An LGBTQ+ rights placard hangs outside the Ghanaian High Commission in London on March 6. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"You can't just impose Western values on people in Ghana," a family member said to me recently.
We were talking about how Ghana's parliament passed a brutal anti-LGBTQ+ bill late last month. Gay sex is already illegal in Ghana, but this bill threatens to be one of the most draconian on the African continent. Under the proposed Human Sexual Rights and Family Values Act, people who engage in public displays of affection with people of the same sex and promote LGBTQ+ activities could face more than a decade in prison. Ghana's president, Nana Akufo-Addo, has said he will not sign the bill into law until the Supreme Court rules on its constitutionality.
Ghana has long prided itself on being the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to gain its independence, in 1957. The current government, under Akufo-Addo, has tried to fashion Ghana as a Black Zion of sorts, a refuge for Black people -- in the West in particular -- to escape racism and state brutality.
So the question remains: What values are being embraced here? Leaders say the anti-gay bill  is intended to protect African tradition, but it embraces the worst of Western, colonial-era values. It weaponizes Western religion to justify the use of state brutality to punish minorities, and it expands penal codes and prison systems.
Under the proposed law, every citizen is deputized to "promote and protect ... human sexual rights and family values." And the bill specifically singles out  parents, teachers, religious leaders, the media and creative artists. People, including foreigners, would be banned from adopting Ghanaian children if they are LGBTQ+. Anyone who engages in any sort of activity aimed at "changing public opinion towards an act prohibited under this Act" could be sent to jail for up to 10 years. Use of internet, radio, film, a "technological account" or "any other device capable of electronic storage or transmission" to support LGBTQ+ people would also be punishable by up to 10 years in jail.
I could be thrown in jail for up to 10 years in my father's home country just for writing this column.
The truth is, the bill has a lot of support among Ghanaians. Advocates have long said being LGBTQ+ is "not African," but much has been written about the introduction of homophobic laws under British colonialism. Perhaps it is fitting that this bill was passed a few weeks before the 75th observance of Commonwealth Day.
To be gay? Jail. To be an ally of LGBTQ+ people? Jail. Cross-dressing or showing same-sex affection? Jail. Why is Ghana, which had the world's worst-performing currency a year and a half ago, proposing to spend more money on policing and jail, when the money could be spent on improving the economy, investing in education and creating more jobs?
As documented in historian Florence Bernault's book "A History of Prison and Confinement in Africa, " a number of scholars have revealed how the penitentiary systems imposed by European colonial systems replaced African mechanisms of social control, such as offender reparations and banishment.  And just like in America, there were critics of colonial prisons who maintained such measures were ineffective.
None of this means that LGBTQ+ people in Ghana should be subjected to pre-colonial forms of punishment, but rather to consider the harmful "western values" that still remain in Ghana's laws. For years, human rights activists have decried malicious American evangelical influence on the increase of homophobic legislation in former British colonies such as Uganda and Nigeria. I talked to Ayodele Sogunro, a sexual rights lawyer at the Initiative for Strategic Litigation in Africa, about whoever might have had a hand in drafting such a bill, which draws on intersectionality theory and quite advanced ideas about gender and sex. "The bill is trying to counter progressive ideas by engaging the same tools and institutions that progressives use," he said, adding that this gives credence to the idea of the influence of global anti-rights actors. "The British-colonized countries are really going all the way out. This bill is going to give countries like Nigeria fresher ideas -- homophobia is the tree that can keep giving so that they don't have to address leadership failures."
As Ghana's economy sputters and inflation soars, the country is littered with leadership failures. At the same time, Ghana offers itself -- to us in the diaspora at least -- as some beacon of Black safety. But all of us yearn to be safe, including those who are LGBTQ+. Ghana cannot claim to be a progressive Pan-African refuge if it is still operating under the homophobic bidding of Western missionary groups.
Upholding punitive practices from British colonial rule is the ultimate imposition of the worst of Western values. If Ghana passes this law, it will be a huge setback for human rights everywhere, and a reminder that the Black Star of Africa is in a sad nadir.
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I want to support Trump. He keeps making that harder for me. 
I'm deeply concerned that Trump's second term, if elected in 2024, would not be the one that millions of Americans voted for in 2020.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-03-14

Former president Donald Trump delivers remarks at a campaign rally in Rome, Ga., on Saturday. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) 


I want to vote for Donald Trump in November. The question is: Will he let me?
I'm not a Never Trumper. To the contrary, I've spilled gallons of ink in the pages of this newspaper defending him. Based on his record in office, Trump should be considered one of the greatest conservative presidents we've had. But I'm deeply concerned that his second term, if he is elected this year, would not be the one that millions of Americans voted for in 2020.
Case in point: After meeting with Trump at Mar-a-Lago on Friday, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban said that Trump assured him he "will not give a penny" to help Ukraine defend itself from Russian aggression. If true, that's not the Trump I want to vote for.
I want to vote for the president who, on taking office, reversed the Obama-Biden policy of denying Ukraine the lethal aid and sent Kyiv Javelin antitank missiles -- weapons that later helped turn back Russia's effort to march on the Ukrainian capital in 2022. "I sent them military equipment and Obama sent them nothing," he boasted to me during a 2020 interview. I can't vote for a candidate who would abandon Ukraine to Vladimir Putin.
I want to vote for the Trump who proudly told me in that interview, "Nobody has been tougher on Russia than I have" -- and then offered a litany of actions he had taken to counteract Russia -- from arming Ukraine, to blocking the Nord Stream 2 natural-gas pipeline, to taking out hundreds of Russian Wagner mercenaries in Syria, to launching a cyberattack against Russia's Internet Research Agency, the troll farm that spearheaded Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election.
Or take Trump's recent flip-flop on forcing the sale of TikTok in the United States. That's not the Trump I want to vote for. I want to vote for the commander in chief who signed an executive order barring U.S. companies from transactions with TikTok's Chinese-controlled owner ByteDance, warning that TikTok allows "the Chinese Communist Party access to Americans' personal and proprietary information," which could allow Beijing to "build dossiers of personal information for blackmail, and conduct corporate espionage." I want to vote for the president who took on China's predatory trade practices, signed the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act, and sanctioned Beijing for its suppression of the Uyghurs.
I also want to vote for the Trump who was willing to flex U.S. military might on the world stage -- the president took out Iranian terrorist mastermind Qasem Soleimani and twice launched military strikes against Syria for using chemical weapons against civilians, and whose policy of peace through strength produced three Arab-Israeli peace accords. Now, I worry that he is surrounding himself with neo-isolationists such as Tulsi Gabbard, J.D. Vance, Tucker Carlson and Vivek Ramaswamy rather than the Reagan Republicans who helped him achieve so much. He seems more concerned with seeking retribution and weeding out "RINOs" than working with the best, most capable people.
I also want to vote against some things. I want to vote against Joe Biden, the president who gave us the worst border crisis in U.S. history, the worst inflation in four decades, and highest gas prices ever recorded in the United States. I want to vote against a president whose administration weaponized the FBI to intimidate parents who show up at school board meetings, allowed a Chinese spy balloon to violate U.S. airspace, let Iranian proxies attack U.S. forces with impunity, and presided over the most shameful foreign policy calamity in my lifetime: the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. I want to vote against a president who promised to put his "whole soul" into uniting the country but then accused Republicans of standing with racists and traitors like George Wallace, Bull Connor and Jefferson Davis.
And I want to vote against a Democratic Party that has shamefully weaponized our legal system against Trump -- seeking to jail and bankrupt him and abusing our Constitution in an effort to keep him off the ballot.
But I can't do that if I believe that Trump's second term won't be a continuation of the best elements of his first, but a radical departure focused on revenge and retreat from the world.
I know that many other voters might have different concerns than I do. Many liked Trump's policies, but don't like how he behaved in office -- particularly after the 2020 election. Trump needs to make a concerted effort to win their support. He might believe they have no choice but to vote for him. They do. There will be third parties on the ballot, and voters can write in other candidates, split their tickets, or just stay home.
As for me, while Jan. 6, 2021, was a disgrace, the system of strong checks and balances our Founding Fathers established held that day. So, I don't believe the hyperbolic warnings that Trump will be a dictator. I'm just worried he will let real dictators prevail. I can't vote for that.
With less than eight months to go, this much is certain: I'll never vote for Joe Biden. He is the worst president in my lifetime. And I want to vote for Trump. But he needs to give me -- and millions like me -- permission to do so.
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To protect kids online today, let's rethink this 1990s law
It's time for Congress to revisit the Communications Decency Act.
By Kevin Roberts | 2024-03-14

(iStock) 


Kevin Roberts is president of the Heritage Foundation and Heritage Action for America.
In late January, Congress hosted Big Tech chief executives on Capitol Hill for a hearing on their collective failure to protect children online. Senators expressed outrage, and Meta's Mark Zuckerberg was forced to apologize, but there was no consensus on what action should be taken.
That's no surprise. Ever since the Supreme Court shot down crucial provisions of the Communications Decency Act (CDA) -- Congress's 1996 attempt to prohibit the knowing transmission of obscene content to minors -- legislators on both left and right have been reluctant to pass laws to protect children in our increasingly digital world. Often, they offer the same concerns about regulations' chilling effect on free speech that the Supreme Court cited in its 1997 Reno v. ACLU decision.
They're mistaken in doing so. The court's precedent isn't as insurmountable as legislators today seem to think it is. In fact, in Justice Sandra Day O'Connor's concurring opinion in Reno, she offered a road map for future lawmakers, writing that one day technology might make it legally possible for parts of the internet to be partitioned into "adult zones" inaccessible to minors, "much like a bouncer checks a person's driver's license before admitting him to a nightclub."
Nearly three decades later, it's time to revisit her vision.
The problem the CDA was designed to address is exponentially worse today. In 1997, just 35 percent of households had a computer. Today, 91 percent of 14-year-olds have a smartphone -- giving them unfettered access to the worst of the internet, which has become more toxic, violent and addictive.
There is no better example than pornography. According to a 2019 research summary from the National Center on Sexual Exploitation, "64% of those ages 13-24 seek out pornography weekly or more." Common Sense Media reports that the average age of first viewing pornography is 12, and about 1 in 7 children first viewed online pornography when they were 10 or younger.
But while rapidly developing technology has increased the risks to children, it has also given us more tools than ever before to protect them. With the pandemic explosion of sports betting and alcohol delivery services, many states and companies have developed secure tools to verify users' age through digital credentials without compromising privacy -- a major concern of the Supreme Court 28 years ago. In the same way, states and federal legislators should require adult websites to verify their users' ages, with stiff penalties attached.
Louisiana was first to introduce such legislation two years ago, and several states -- including Virginia and North Carolina -- have since passed age-verification laws, often on a bipartisan basis. More than 20 others have introduced similar legislation, including Georgia, Arizona, Wisconsin and Michigan. It's a popular solution at the national level as well: A 2023 RMG Research poll reported that 83 percent of registered voters support a national age-verification law to prevent kids younger than 18 from accessing online porn.
Protecting the safety and privacy of both minors and adults is paramount. In 1996, there was very limited infrastructure to verify ages online at all, much less in a secure manner. Today, a bevy of third-party companies are already helping platforms verify the ages of their users without turning over any user-specific data to others.
Moreover, other legal and technological innovations now ensure privacy with robust authentication. Cryptographic techniques such as blockchain -- which is used in a wide range of applications, including banking -- offer the possibility of anonymous authentication and multiple levels of encryption. Essentially, a trusted third party (whether private or government-run) with secure data on individuals' ages would give users a secret code that allows them to "unlock" access to age-gated websites, and the website would see neither the code nor any individual data. Several proposed state laws for age verification would also require the complete destruction of data by websites after verification, with penalties to enforce it.
Today's internet is a very different place from what it was in the 1990s. It is more accessible. It is more dangerous. But it is also easier to regulate. It is well past time for Congress to revisit the CDA, specifically the sections intended to protect children from indecency and obscenity online. If senators want to prove that the outrage they showed at the hearing on child safety was more than mere theater, this would be an excellent first step.
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All that is true about aging is illuminated on a walk
We work, love and help others as best we can, gawk at nature, rest. Is that it? Pretty much.
By Anne Lamott | 2024-03-14
I was out today in the early morning walking with a close friend of 64 years named Shelley Adams. Despite some huge losses over time, she is always overtly positive. I don't normally like this in a person. I make a rare exception for her. We hike several times a week beside our local creek, now a twisting, flowing stream that rushes over rocks, mint and twigs.
Rainer Maria Rilke was only partially right when he wrote that "life holds you in its hands and will not let you fall," because both Shelley and I, like all older people, have been dropped. But life also at some point pulls you back to your feet. What do you do in between, during times of loss or general dread? My friend Tom Weston, a Jesuit priest, always reminds me, "We do what's possible." I hate that.
Okay, fine: What is possible? The practical, simple and kind. We work, love and help others as best we can, gawk at nature, rest. Is that it? Pretty much.
This is a little disappointing, but age teaches us that kind, simple and practical are enough, even in the face of the worst things we've lived through: suicides, mental illness, odious leaders, sudden death. My friend Don was called one day by an aging and suicidal friend. His friend asked, "What is the point of it all?" After a moment, Don replied gently, "Mornings are nice." And, wildly, it was enough. His friend improved.
I cannot hike the uphill trails here anymore because of my hip, so we do what's possible: take four 10-minute laps back and forth along the creek. Everything that is true about aging appears to me on these walks.
On our first lap, Shelley and I catch up. We've always been talkers, readers, movie lovers. What was true about us at 6 years old is true about us now. We gossip, laugh a lot, quibble. We looked so similar as small kids, with green eyes and white-blonde hair. We still do. We're built about the same. I'm a bit taller and smaller-boned, but otherwise we could be sisters. And like sisters, we can annoy each other, and weaponize silence. Families, sigh.
I grew up at her house. Her mother was my other mother, who saw how amazing I was on the inside, not just how much better I could be doing. Shelley and I went through childhood and puberty together, played competitive tennis for years as partners and then didn't see each other much for 40 years. We raised kids, buried parents; sad, scary things have happened to us both, as they have to everyone by a certain age. Now, we're slower, less busy, a bit goofy.
For instance, this morning, while searching for the word "coaster," the closest I could come up with was "coffee pad." She laughs so hard when I say this, she has to cross her legs, and then almost loses her balance.
By the second lap, our bodies have loosened up, and we talk a bit less and look around a lot more, and listen. The creek is the place where the water and the land are in constant conversation. My vision is often blurred by dry eye, but there is a grace to myopia: I'm less fixated.
We walked this morning in raincoats because it was drizzling off and on, even as the sun shone through faintly. In my family, we always announced during a sun shower that it must be a monkey's birthday somewhere. In Akira Kurosawa's "Dreams," a mother tells her child, "The sun is shining through the rain. This is the time when foxes have their weddings."
Like most old friends, we can bobble along without talking for stretches. I listen for the soft orchestral music of the woods on either side of the path. After scanning the illuminated green scrim of trees ahead and far away, I pull closer in on individual trees, all arms and elbows and long legs. The trees just stand around, as is their wont. The drizzle plays them. What instruments are they? Mostly woodwinds, maybe oboes, some flutier, and then dark, dark trees, like kettle drums, like patches of life.
Because we go back so far, Shelley and I know each other's souls and shadows, and each other's major screw-ups, and there is comfort in this. Also, we have made mistakes with each other that have felt like betrayals. This happens in families. We have gotten so mad that we have ditched each other on the trail and shouted to each other's back, "Don't you dare walk away from me." Actually, that was only me. We take breaks, make up.
By the third lap, my hip has begun coughing quietly to get my attention. It would like to go home now. My vision is even more blurry because of the drizzle and thin light, added to the dry eyes. This is part of what it means for me to be alive still, the blinky vision. Paradoxically, I see more. Now, instead of sharp focus, there's an appreciation of shifts in light that reveal the mutability of the world. The light sometimes changes minute by minute, and with it we perceive changes in the energy around us, above us, inside us. It moves our attention outside our squinty, judgy little selves.
We point out dark-eyed Oregon juncos to each other and finches, the males with their glorious red headdresses and chests, the females in their faded brown bathrobes. We talk about spiritual things and people we hate -- as she puts it, "people we're allergic to, bless their hearts.'" We talk about our scattered minds: This morning, I was struggling to read some tiny print in a book, and, without thinking, I touched the printed page to pinch it out and make it bigger. Eeesh, I thought: Scary! But I was gentle with myself about it.
My hip has really begun to ache by the final lap. We talk and limp along. Easily half of the people in our conversations have passed on, all four parents, both of her younger siblings, dearest friends. We know that death won't be so hard. We've seen many people through the end of life. It's never dramatic, like Snagglepuss staggering around onstage clutching his throat. It can be rough, and then one slips over gently to whatever awaits. My old pastor told me it is like going to bed on the living room floor and waking up in your own bed.
Age is giving me the two best gifts: softness and illumination. It would have been nice if whoever is in charge of such things doled them out in our younger years, but that's not how it works. Age ferries them across the water, and they will bring us through whatever comes.
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The Biden-Netanyahu rift goes much deeper than Rafah
As Israel delays its push into the city, harder questions still revolve around what happens "the day after."
By David Ignatius | 2024-03-14

President Biden, right, is greeted by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu after arriving at Ben Gurion International Airport near Tel Aviv on Oct. 18. (Evan Vucci/AP) 


As the war in Gaza grinds on, President Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are locked in a public quarrel about military strategy, political leadership and even casualty numbers. Like past disputes in the relationship, this one will probably be resolved short of an open break -- but it's a tense moment.
The most visible disagreement has been about Netanyahu's plan to attack Hamas's remaining stronghold in Rafah along Gaza's southern border with Egypt. Netanyahu and a broad range of other Israeli officials believe that destroying the four Hamas battalions there, with about 3,000 fighters, is essential to break its military control in the territory.
Biden said in an interview with MSNBC this past weekend that Rafah was a "red line," but it wasn't clear just what that meant. Last month, Biden said Israel shouldn't attack Rafah until it had a "credible and executable plan for ensuring the safety" of more than 1 million Palestinian refugees who have been driven there by the fighting, according to a White House summary of the conversation. Administration officials say they still haven't seen such a plan.
"We'll go there," Netanyahu shot back on Sunday, adding: "You know, I have a red line. You know what the red line is? That October 7 doesn't happen again. Never happens again." A senior Israeli official underlined that position in an interview on Wednesday. "If the administration says, 'Never do Rafah,' that won't work. ... You can't do 80 percent of the job."
But there might be less to the Rafah quarrel than it appears. Israel has promised the Biden administration that it will prepare a careful operational plan that includes protection of Palestinians and more humanitarian assistance. The Israel Defense Forces won't move forward without a detailed tactical scenario that has been shared with the White House.
"We won't suddenly invade Rafah. It takes time to prepare a plan," explains the senior Israeli official. Israeli officials won't discuss how long this planning might take. But it seems likely to require weeks, and it could even stretch past the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in April. In any event, a Rafah confrontation doesn't seem imminent.
A deeper disagreement is about whether Netanyahu and his right-wing government really have united the country behind a clear endgame for the conflict. U.S. intelligence analysts were openly skeptical of Netanyahu's leadership prospects in their annual threat assessment, delivered to Congress this week.
"Netanyahu's viability as a leader as well as his governing coalition of far-right and ultraorthodox parties that pursued hardline policies on Palestinian and security issues may be in jeopardy," the threat assessment noted. "Distrust of Netanyahu's ability to rule has deepened and broadened. ... A different, more moderate government is a possibility."
That's unusually blunt language for a public intelligence report, and Israeli officials protested what they saw as an effort to meddle in Israeli internal politics by, in effect, "weaponizing" the intelligence reporting. Netanyahu's team was already peeved about what it saw as an attempt by Vice President Harris to drive a wedge into Israeli politics when she said on CBS News on Sunday: "It's important to distinguish and to not conflate the Israeli government with the Israeli people."
What's happening here is that long-standing private disputes are becoming public. For months, administration officials have explored ways they might prod other Israeli leaders, such as former army chief of staff Benny Gantz, to challenge Netanyahu, who polls show is deeply unpopular at home. But trying to steer political outcomes with a democratic ally can easily backfire.
The most fundamental disagreement is about the state of the war itself. Netanyahu speaks as though victory is close. That's why he wants to take Rafah soon and, in his mind, be done with it. But U.S. officials think Israel is overestimating the damage it has done to Hamas, and doubt that Netanyahu still has a pathway for securing Gaza and stabilizing the region, even if he demolishes the four battalions in Rafah.
Here, again, the U.S. intelligence community offered a pointed assessment in Monday's testimony: "Israel probably will face lingering armed resistance from Hamas for years to come, and the military will struggle to neutralize Hamas's underground infrastructure."
Israeli officials offer detailed statistics to back their claim that the war has been effective. When the fighting began, Hamas and other militias had about 35,000 fighters; of those, more than 25,000 have been killed, captured or injured, the officials said. Of the smaller subset of Hamas regular fighters, they said 12,000 have been taken off the battlefield, including about 60 percent of battalion commanders.
U.S. intelligence estimates project "far fewer" Hamas casualties, a U.S. official said. That's in part because the United States counts battlefield casualties differently. But there's a stark difference between Israeli and American evaluations of the campaign.
The tunnel war has been the most vexing part of the Gaza assault. Israeli officials say they spent weeks devising tactics to attack a vast network of zigs and zags that they estimate is 380 miles long, all within a territory just 25 miles long and up to 71/2 miles wide. Israeli officials say they've destroyed about 60 percent of Hamas's command-and-control facilities in the tunnels and 90 percent of its buried arsenal of rockets, which totaled 15,000 to 20,000 when the war began.
But Israel officials concede they've only begun destroying Hamas's underground empire. Less than 30 percent of the tunnels have been captured, several officials said. And even now, Hamas still is operating smuggling tunnels into Egypt.
Finally, on the baseline question of what Gaza will look like "the day after," U.S. and Israeli officials agree there is still no clear answer. That's one reason Biden mistrusts Netanyahu. The White House doubts the Israeli leader has a sound strategy for ending a conflict that has brutalized Israel, has had a shattering effect on Palestinian civilians and is increasingly harmful to U.S. interests around the world.
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A mango tree in your backyard -- but at what cost? 
Plus: A TikTok ban. Putin the gangster. Remembering Oct. 7.
By Drew Goins | 2024-03-13
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post) 


Here in Hawai'i, I have in my backyard a mango tree, a lychee tree, three stands of ti plants and a whole row of naupaka -- a shrub that folklore says has borne only half-flowers since the long-ago separation of two forbidden lovers.
Want these in your Wisconsin garden? Just wait!
For the first time since 2012, the Agriculture Department updated its Plant Hardiness Zone Map, which shows what can grow where across the country, with extreme-low winter temperatures as the limiting factor. Unsurprisingly, things have heated up.
Nature writer Tove Danovich and Post Opinion graphics reporter Yan Wu have put together a fabulous interactive essay exploring the consequences; seriously, I sent this newsletter to my editor late because I was playing with it too long. You can plug in any Zip code in the United States to see how its hardiness zone has changed since 2012, then read Danovich's explanation for what that means.
Unfortunately, it's not all tropical fruit. The news is mixed for hobby gardeners who can experiment with new plants but might struggle with old mainstays. It's downright bad for native-habitat restoration. Danovich writes: "If native sugar maples no longer thrive in New York state, what does that mean for the ecosystem that has come to rely on them?"
As she often does in her Post pieces, Danovich gets a little lyrical toward the end. She explains the term "solastalgia," or "missing an environment that no longer exists." The world is changing around us, she writes, and there might be certain nice things in the future.
But now is the time to appreciate it as it is, before we're left with only half a flower.
Yulia Navalnaya should not have had to write an op-ed in The Washington Post. She should not have needed to politick or to push the international order on anything.
But Russian leader Vladimir Putin "left me no other choice," Navalnaya writes, when he ordered the murder of her husband -- imprisoned opposition leader Alexei Navalny.
So listen to what Navalnaya has to say, what Navalny was trying to say before he was jailed and killed, beginning with this: "Putin is not a politician, he's a gangster."
Navalnaya dismantles Putin's claims of actual governance and reveals him as nothing more than a brutal, cynical mafia boss. It's through this lens, she writes, that we discover "how to punish him and hasten his end": deprive him of his status and his money.
That begins, she urges, with the international community refusing to recognize the results of this weekend's presidential elections in Russia.
Chaser: Don't lose sight of the "other Navalnys," the Editorial Board writes -- the thousands of deprived political prisoners across the world.




From Megan McArdle's column on the difficulty Congress faces in getting Chinese parent company ByteDance to sell TikTok. For starters, 100 million is a lot of users to mobilize with in-app banners urging them to call their members of Congress to stop any ban.
Unfortunately, Megan writes, "all these passionate demands to leave TikTok alone reinforced lawmakers' fears that Commie psy-ops were shaping vulnerable American minds." The real trouble with a sale comes after legislation is passed.
It would have to clear the courts, then ByteDance would have to find a buyer for TikTok willing to stomach an enormous price tag -- hundreds of billions of dollars, Megan imagines. Perhaps a Big Tech player? But then -- boom -- antitrust issues.
Should a sale get hung up on any of these snags, the legislators who demanded it might end up asking, "All that work and what did it get me? Why did I do it?"
Chaser: The Editorial Board writes that TikTok's ostensible threats haven't materialized in the United States. Lawmakers go too far by trying to ban it.
Wander the clearing near Kibbutz Re'im in southern Israel, as associate op-ed editor Mark Lasswell recently did, and you will walk through a forest of hundreds of metal posts, each bearing a portrait of one of the young people killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack at a music festival there.
"So many are smiling and hopeful -- beautiful," Mark writes, "that sometimes the thought of what happened to them makes you look away."
His column is an account of the stillness that now marks the site in person, as well as of the chaos captured in the new documentary "#NOVA," a narration-less film "composed almost entirely of evidence from the phones of festivalgoers and video taken by the terrorists."
It's hard to watch, Mark reports, especially knowing the quiet clearing to which what's on screen eventually leads.
Chaser: Perry Bacon profiles the savvy activist movement that is pushing President Biden on his Gaza policy.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
A mango leaf's sheen
Reflecting the Green Bay sun
Strange-fruiting future
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The special counsel was unfair to Biden and his transcript proves it
Just check the transcript: Hur was unfair in his characterizations of the president's capabilities.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-03-13

Former special counsel Robert K. Hur testifies at a hearing of the House Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


Special counsel Robert K. Hur was even more unfair to President Biden than we originally knew.
When Hur released his report on Biden's mishandling of classified documents last month, his extensive characterization of the president as "a well-meaning, elderly man with a poor memory" came in for sharp criticism as gratuitous and beyond the bounds of proper prosecutorial commentary.
We now have the transcript of the president's interview with Hur, and, to my astonishment, it's worse than that. It turns out that the special counsel mischaracterized and overstated Biden's alleged memory lapses. He consistently adopted an interpretation that is as uncharitable and damaging to Biden as possible.
Gratuitous is bad enough. This was gratuitous and misleading.
This isn't to say that Biden's performance was perfect, or anywhere close. He's always had a penchant for mangling facts, and I don't doubt that has worsened with age. After the Hur report was released, Biden blasted the special counsel for having brought up the painful topic of his son Beau's death. "How in the hell dare he raise that?" the president asked. "Frankly, when I was asked the question, I thought to myself, it wasn't any of their damn business."
In fact, the transcript shows, Biden was the one who first mentioned the timing of Beau's death.
"So what was happening, though -- what month did Beau die? Oh, God, May 30?"
Two aides chime in with the year, 2015.
Then, according to the transcript:
President Biden: Was it 2015 he had died?
Unidentified male speaker: It was May of 2015.
Contrast this with the damning account in Hur's report: "He did not remember, even within several years, when his son Beau died."
During his testimony on Tuesday before the House Judiciary Committee, Hur defended his conduct. "My assessment in the report about the relevance of the president's memory was necessary and accurate and fair," he said. "I did not sanitize my explanation, nor did I disparage the president unfairly."
Well, that "even within several years" characterization seems unfair to me.
And it's not the only example. Hur's report also notes that Biden's "memory appeared hazy when describing the Afghanistan debate that was once so important to him. Among other things, he mistakenly said he 'had a real difference' of opinion with General Karl Eikenberry, when, in fact, Eikenberry was an ally whom Mr. Biden cited approvingly in his Thanksgiving memo to President Biden."
But the totality of Biden's references to Eikenberry, who was U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan in 2009, when then-Vice President Biden was lobbying President Barack Obama not to send more troops to the country, presents a less definitive -- and less damning -- picture of Biden's memory.
The first time Eikenberry comes up is during a discussion of the troop surge. Obama "knew I had a real difference with the key foreign policy types, particularly -- whether it was Eikenberry or whether it was -- anyway," Biden said. Did Biden merely say Eikenberry when he was thinking of someone else -- or was he misremembering the position of a key player in the Afghanistan debate?
Of relevance in determining that, Biden returned to the topic of Eikenberry's position later in the deposition -- and then he stated it correctly. He described telling the president, "You know, 'I had a long conversation with Eikenberry, yes, I urge you to call him before you make a decision. Karl can speak for himself and he has eloquently in some of his cables, let me relay just a few things. Adding troops will not speed up the ability to train Afghans because ...' etc. So these are criticisms of the proposal that was being made to the president by, by others in the administration wanting him to double down."
Somehow, this later, more flattering recollection, didn't make it into Hur's report.
It's always hard to judge a witness from the words of a cold transcript. Hur was in the room, and he left with a clear impression of what he considered Biden's "diminished faculties in advancing age."
I read the transcript from the perspective of someone who's watched Biden -- and watched him stumble over his words -- for decades now, and I came away with a different impression. Yes, there are numerous instances in which the president appears unnervingly clueless. "If it was 2013 -- when did I stop being vice president?" he asked at one point. At another, "In 2009, am I still vice president?" To me, this is, at least in part, Biden being Biden -- working through out loud what the rest of us do silently.
Hur is entitled to his own interpretation, and it's relevant, as he explained on Tuesday, to his assessment of how a jury would assess Biden's conduct. Hur said he needed to "show his work" in explaining his decision not to pursue charges.
But the special counsel well understood that his report to Attorney General Merrick Garland would be made public -- and he understood, or should have, the political fallout that would result from his scorching assessment of Biden.
So, he had a dual responsibility here, and he failed twice. First, he went beyond, far beyond, what was necessary to outline his concerns about Biden's memory, and how that would impact any case against him. Second, as we just learned, his recitation of the facts was one-sided.
"Necessary and accurate and fair," Hur said. I'd say he was zero for three.
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Congress should help U.S. churches get green cards for their priests
It is an immigration catastrophe no one is talking about.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-03-13

(iStock) 


Regarding the March 9 news article "Border Democrat finds new allies":
Immigration debates in Congress have long been contentious. But lawmakers should listen for a sound that might soon disappear: church bells and sermons in churches across the country that face the expulsion of their priests, rabbis and pastors thanks to changes in how green cards are processed.
Last year, the Biden administration combined some pools of green-card applicants. Priests, nuns and other pastors found themselves in line with children and young adults from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. As a result, faith leaders, some of whom have served their American congregations for years, were pushed back in the queue and now have no clear sense of when they might be able to obtain their green cards.
In hundreds of churches, like ours, Saint Martha in Sarasota, Fla., priests from different countries are being effectively deported, even though their congregations very much want them to stay. We stand to lose a priest and several others are in similar status.
The fact is, without bringing priests from other countries, our churches would be devastated. Already, many churches are closing or selling their properties, making it difficult for the faithful to attend neighborhood churches. Churches that held mass four times a day have now only one. Imagine needing a priest to service a funeral, call on someone in a hospital, or to get married, only to get a response of "Sorry we can't help, we don't have a priest!"
You won't have to imagine much longer. Congress should act to make sure people who have been faithful to America can stay and be of service to people of faith.
Lynn McDonald, Sarasota, Fla.
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Older workers doing physically demanding work need our help
As workers age out of grueling jobs, they need a bridge to Social Security.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-03-13

A worker moves empty carts outside a Lowe's store in Albany, N.Y. (Angus Mordant/Bloomberg) 


We read with interest the March 10 Department of Data analysis "Firefighters might have the most demanding job in the country."
Our colleagues at the National Academy of Social Insurance recently issued a report on older workers in physically demanding positions. We found that more than 10 million American workers age 55 or older work in warehouses or as home health aides, in retail. Many struggle to do this work as they age. Office workers can continue sit-down work despite physical decline because of aging, but not so those who must stoop, lift and stand for hours at a time.
This is a problem that policymakers should consider, especially in light of proposed changes to Social Security programs. The early Social Security benefit is often framed as a choice for claimants. But for workers who are aging out of their careers with few prospects of transitioning to another line of work, taking Social Security before they can maximize their benefits is their only real option.
The article identified firefighting as a physically challenging job; thankfully, most paid firefighters have pensions that recognize that these workers will need to retire well before they reach age 60. Most workers are not so lucky, and struggle to stay afloat until they reach age 62, the earliest they may claim reduced Social Security retirement benefits.
Fortunately, policymakers can help. One option might be a Social Security "bridge benefit" to help this group of workers hold on until their full Social Security retirement age. Everyone deserves to retire with dignity.
William Arnone and Barbara Bovbjerg, Washington
William Arnone is the chief executive officer of the National Academy of Social Insurance.
Barbara Bovbjerg is the chair of the task force on Older Worker's Retirement Security at the National Academy of Social Insurance.
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Keeping the lights on in electricity-hungry America
Readers propose energy efficiency, multiple sources of power, an upgraded grid and checks on crypto as potential solutions.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-03-13

The Covanta Energy incinerator in Montgomery County on April 8. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post) 


Regarding the March 10 front-page article "Amid explosive demand, America is running out of power":
This article describes one possible future for the United States' electrical grid -- but not the only one.
Buildings are the largest users of electricity, and over time, better construction standards have brought about progressive improvements in energy consumption. A home built to the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code, for example, uses 9 percent less energy than one built to the 2018 model code, which was itself a significant improvement on the 2015 model code. According to the U.S. Energy Department, those codes have saved and will continue to save an enormous amount of money for both individuals and businesses: as much as $126 billion between 2012 and 2040. Better efficiency means fewer emissions, too: those savings are the equivalent of taking 183 million passenger vehicles off the roads or 245 coal power plants offline.
Yet despite the potential for energy efficiency measures to achieve huge cost and emissions savings, both lawmakers and private companies have thrown up roadblocks. In Virginia's recent legislative session, attempts to allow localities to adopt newer codes failed.
Environmentalist groups in Loudoun County, which contributes to the world's largest concentration of data centers, have been pleading without success to require data centers to utilize energy efficiency measures, on-site renewable energy and energy storage. It's a shame that politicians and regulators don't appear willing to require the lowest cost approaches to address the potential overloading of the traditional electric grid. This will result in more power outages, extreme higher costs of electricity, increased use of dwindling fresh water and exponential increases in pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
Scott Sklar, Arlington
The writer is a sustainable energy director of George Washington University's Environment and Energy Management Institute.
For all the attention given to the challenge of rising demand for electricity, this article paid puzzlingly little attention to the equally challenging dynamic keeping grid operators up at night: the rapid loss of existing coal-fired power plants.
That's a glaring omission because the loss of these plants is largely the direct result of a blitz of Environmental Protection Agency rules. Despite countless warnings from grid operators and the nation's reliability regulators that we must carefully manage the transition to new sources of energy or risk power shortages, the Biden administration is doing the opposite.
The North American Electric Reliability Corp., which oversees the reliability of the nation's grid, warned in December of blackout risks for most of the country over the next decade. The leading causes: rising demand and the loss of 83 gigawatts of existing power plants, enough to power 60 million homes. That alarming assessment specifically warned against environmental regulations and energy policies "that are overly rigid" and jeopardize "the orderly transition of the resource mix."
Our current energy policy trajectory has us barreling toward an utterly avoidable and unnecessary electricity crisis. Americans deserve to know exactly what decisions are causing it.
Rich Nolan, Washington
The writer is president and chief executive of the National Mining Association.
Electricity demand is wildly exceeding projections, in part because of the recent resurgence in American manufacturing. The emergence of computing-heavy industries such as cryptocurrency mining and artificial intelligence is exerting a new and unexpected pressure on the grid. Public utilities and all levels of government must rein in these resource-hungry operations, perhaps by requiring them to build sources of renewable energy whenever they expand.
Regardless of what happens with crypto and AI, new sources of power must be connected to the power grid more quickly, and the grid must be renovated and strengthened. Sen. John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.) and Rep. Scott Peters (D-Calif.) introduced the Big Wires Act, which would require regional power systems to develop the capacity to transfer a specified percentage of their peak load to adjoining regions when needed. That transfer capacity would make the grid more resilient to extreme weather events. In addition, the cost of electricity would be lowered by increased access to low-cost resources such as solar and wind power.
We must urge our members of Congress to support the Big Wires Act and other bipartisan legislation to improve the electrical grid and meet our country's growing demand for electricity.
Linda DeLap, Morris Plains, N.J.
I was alarmed when reports of excessive use of electricity in crypto mines came to light. Not only do crypto mines use enormous amounts of power, but agreements with some local utilities actually pay these mines to reduce their consumption during power shortages. Do utility companies pay hospitals, nursing homes, schools or businesses fines when the power goes out? No, they don't -- so why pay companies that offer no meaningful service or product but are straining the grid?
Now huge computing centers, owned by our largest corporations, are sprouting up in rural areas. They suck up enormous amounts of power, overwhelming local electrical systems and upending projections for future needs. They use vast amounts of green-house-producing fuels and dwindling drinking water to both operate and cool computers.
While people worry about AI outsmarting humans and taking over, I posit that they already have. We are allowing them unfettered use of our limited resources to the detriment of our planet and all who live here. We've chosen to cool computers for the sake of profit, rather than protect our future. If a rich man knocked on our doors and demanded all the food in our pantries and all the money in our savings accounts, would we give it to him? Apparently, we already have -- and he wants more.
Diane Love, St. Petersburg, Fla.
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If everyone's mad at Hur, he must be doing something right! Right?
Robert Hur knew he was driving his car right, because everyone was honking at him.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-03-13

Look at those people scowling behind Robert Hur! Good signs! (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


"One side thinks you're trying to get President Trump elected, and the other side thinks you're trying to get President Biden elected. ... You must be doing a great job in your report and during your investigation if you have convinced both sides that you are somewhere in the middle. ... When both sides attack you, my admonition is, welcome to Congress." -- Rep. Ken Buck (R-Colo.), during the House Judiciary Committee hearing with Robert Hur, former special counsel for the documents case involving President Biden.
"Mr. Hur, 51, began the hearing as a uniquely unifying figure in divided Washington -- a man disdained by Democrats and Republicans alike." -- The New York Times, March 12
Motorist Robert Hur knew he was driving correctly, because everyone was shouting at him. Everyone, on both sides of the street, had lined up to yell. "This is a one-way street!," some of them were saying. "You should mow down more pedestrians!," others were yelling. What mattered was that they were all yelling. That was the sign that you were doing something right in Washington, and everyone knew it. He turned on his high beams and smiled.
Captain Robert Hur knew he was flying the plane just right. Everyone on both sides of the aisle was yelling about the job he was doing. Many of them were screaming. He could just make out something about "Please, put the door back on." Everyone knew the same amount about how to fly planes, and all of their yelling was equally reflective of the job he was doing. It was about volume, not content. He popped another door off.
Skydiving instructor Robert Hur beamed with pride. Not a single person who had skydived with him was pleased about how it had gone. That was the sign you were doing your job well.
Barber Robert Hur's clients mostly told him that he had not given them the haircuts they requested, but some were boiling mad that there was not a pie shop attached to the barbershop and that all his customers appeared to be leaving the shop alive. One reason for being upset was as good as any other, as long as you were sure to give a reason!
Chef Robert Hur was delighted with his restaurant's performance. Some patrons were mad that he had put ground glass in the meatloaf, and the others were mad that the helpings of ground glass were so stingy. "Yes, chef," he whispered to himself.
Special Counsel Robert Hur knew he had nailed his report. All the members of the House of Representatives were mad. Rep. Adam B. Schiff (D-Calif.) was mad that in a report concluding there was insufficient evidence to charge President Biden with improper handling of classified documents, Hur had gone out of his way to remark that a jury would consider Biden a "well-meaning elderly man with a poor memory." Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-Wis.) was mad because Hur was "part of the Praetorian guard that guards the swamp out here in Washington, D.C., protecting the elites." But the important thing was that they all seemed to be shouting.
That was good. That meant the report was fair. If everyone is yelling at you, it's a sign you are doing something right.
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Another dysfunctional family's altered photo
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the fractured houses of Windsor -- and Trump.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-03-13

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Don't lose sight of the other Navalnys
Around the world, thousands of political prisoners face conditions of isolation and deprivation. They are the other Navalnys.
By Editorial Board | 2024-03-13
Russia holds a three-day presidential election starting Friday, and the result is not in doubt: President Vladimir Putin has rigged the process  to ensure he holds power for another six years, at least. This farce thus extends Russia's tragedy, the most heartbreaking recent manifestation of which was the death of Alexei Navalny, the Russian dissident, in an Arctic prison after nearly three years under increasingly harsh physical and mental torment, including long periods in cramped solitary confinement. The best way to mark Mr. Putin's reelection is by remembering Mr. Navalny -- along with the fact that, as a political prisoner, he was far from alone, either in Russia, or around the world.

Jailed Russian opposition figure and journalist Vladimir Kara-Murza in Moscow on Feb. 22. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images) 


These are the other Navalnys. Among them is Post Opinions contributor Vladimir Kara-Murza, arrested two years ago for his strong criticism of Mr. Putin's invasion of Ukraine. A journalist, historian and political activist, Mr. Kara-Murza was absurdly accused of treason and sentenced to 25 years. Another principled prisoner in Russia is Ilya Yashin, a political activist, unjustly sentenced to 81/2 years in December 2022 on charges of spreading false information about the Russian military. Since February 2022, Russian authorities have detained 19,855 people at protests against the war and opened criminal cases against 909 antiwar dissidents, according to the watchdog group OVD-Info.

Cuban political dissident Jose Daniel Ferrer on June 1, 2016, in D.C. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) 


In Cuba, dissident Jose Daniel Ferrer, leader of the Patriotic Union of Cuba, has been repeatedly punished for imaginary offenses -- with real prison sentences. Detained in 2021 amid a national uprising against the Communist regime, he is currently serving a four-year term at the Mar Verde prison in Santiago de Cuba. His family said they have not had contact with him for a year and reported he is in poor health.

Luis Manuel Otero Alcantara, an Afro-Cuban independent artist and key figure in the San Isidro Movement. (Natasha Pizzey/Amnesty International) 


Cuban authorities arrested Luis Manuel Otero Alcantara, a founder of the San Isidro artists' movement in Havana, about the same time they took Mr. Ferrer into custody. He is serving five years on charges of "insulting national symbols." Equally wrongful is the incarceration of Maykel Castillo Perez, known as Maykel Osorbo, a Cuban musician, rapper and San Isidro movement leader. He shared in two Latin Grammy awards for "Patria y Vida," the anthem of the protest movement. He was arrested in May 2021.

Nobel Prize winner Ales Bialiatski in the defendants' cage in the courtroom at the start of the hearing in Minsk, Belarus, on Jan. 5, 2023. (Vitaly Pivovarchik/AFP/Getty Images) 


A voice for the same ideals that motivated Mr. Navalny is Ales Bialiatski of Belarus, founder of Viasna, a group that since 1996 has fought for civil society and against human rights violations under the erratic autocrat, President Alexander Lukashenko. Mr. Bialiatski, a winner of the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize, was arrested in July 2021 and sentenced to 10 years in prison for purportedly bringing money into the country to support mass demonstrations against Mr. Lukashenko's theft of the 2020 presidential election. Other Viasna leaders are also in prison. Mr. Lukashenko has tormented political prisoners by denying them any family contact for long periods. Svetlana Tikhanovskaya has not heard from her husband, Sergei --  who was imprisoned by the authorities in Belarus when he declared he would run against Mr. Lukashenko -- for more than a year. Maria Kolesnikova, who ran on a ticket with Ms. Tikhanovskaya, was also imprisoned and has been held incommunicado for a year, according to her family. Viktor Babariko, a banker who was a popular candidate for president, was arrested and remains in prison, also often incommunicado for long periods.

Turkish philanthropist Osman Kavala is photographed in Istanbul on April 29, 2015. (AP) 


In Turkey, the government of autocratic President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has imprisoned philanthropist Osman Kavala for life on charges the European Court of Human Rights has described as based upon "an absence of facts, information or evidence." Mr. Kavala was engaged in exclusively peaceful protest and organizing. The European court said Mr. Kavala was prosecuted for an ulterior purpose, "namely that of reducing the applicant to silence."
Salma al-Shehab, the mother of two young children, a researcher at the University of Leeds, took time off to go home to Saudi Arabia. Ms. Shehab is a women's rights activist and a Shiite Muslim, a persecuted minority in the kingdom. Saudi authorities detained her in 2021 after she posted on Twitter demanding freedom for Loujain al-Hathloul, who campaigned for women's right to drive and was incarcerated and tortured for it. Ms. Shehab's sentence, 34 years in prison, later reduced to 27 years, is surely one of the most draconian ever for a single social media post.
There are more, from China to Egypt, from Iran to Myanmar. They are the victims of dictators and autocrats who cannot tolerate free speech and assembly. We cannot forget the other Navalnys.
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In Haiti, the toxic effects of apathy and naivete
The prime minister said on Tuesday that he will resign. What's needed is an international operation to restore some semblance of order. 
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-03-13

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Guyana President Irfaan Ali at an emergency meeting on Haiti in Kingston, Jamaica, on Monday. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/Reuters) 


The temptation in contemplating Haiti's current blood-soaked, dystopian horror is to think it can't get worse. It can and likely will unless outside powers intervene, and quickly.
Amid the meltdown of a failed state, with a gang-controlled capital and deepening humanitarian disaster, Haitian warlords and foreign leaders alike have warned that the hemisphere's poorest country could soon descend into civil war.
Yet the very term "civil war" suggests something far more organized, symmetrical and susceptible to resolution than the mayhem that already besets the nation and might easily intensify.
Those warnings in the past two weeks were sounded as armed criminal gangs attacked police stations and jails, allowing thousands of inmates to escape; paralyzed the country's major airport and roads; and prompted foreign embassies to evacuate their diplomats. One prominent gang leader now threatens to assault hotels in the capital, Port-au-Prince, where he says government ministers loyal to the ineffectual prime minister, Ariel Henry, are hiding. Bodies lie in the street, uncollected.
The widely reviled Henry, installed and largely supported on the say-so of the Biden administration, is waylaid in Puerto Rico, his return to Haiti having been blocked by gangs that threatened to kill him at the airport should he try to fly home. On Tuesday, he said he would resign once a transitional presidential "panel" is installed.
The conditions under which Haiti's bedlam might deteriorate further are as varied as the powers of imagination. A likely precondition for a continued chaotic spiral is simply the status quo or anything resembling it -- meaning a scenario in which the international community continues to dither and debate rather than promptly organize and deploy an armed stabilization force.
The U.N. Security Council approved such a force about five months ago, to be led by an undermanned, undertrained and underequipped force of 1,000 Kenyan police, supplemented by smaller forces from smaller countries. But even that doomed-to-fail contingent hasn't materialized, blocked by a Kenyan court and left in limbo by the indifference of much of the international community. Kenya now says the deployment is on hold following Henry's announcement that he would resign.
In fact, it is the lethal combination of indifference, compounded by naivete, that set the stage for Haiti's collapse, which was entirely predictable and predicted. The outside powers that exercise influence in Haiti, led by the United States, elevated Henry, wanting little more than someone to maintain calm after the country's President Jovenel Moise was assassinated in 2021.
At the same time, many of Haiti's so-called friends in the United States and Europe, including activists and do-gooder nongovernmental organizations, railed against the prospect of international intervention, insisting that Haitians on their own could prevent a slide into anarchy.
That stance was understandable given the toxic legacy of past foreign missions, including the most recent one, a 13-year U.N. stabilization force that ended in 2017 amid evidence that troops had sexually exploited Haitian girls and women, and caused one of the world's most deadly recent outbreaks of cholera. Yet the opposition to outside intervention overlooked the fact that the U.N. mission also enabled a period of relative stability in a nation where that has been the scarcest commodity.
The combined effect of the international community's apathy and reluctance to intercede was to leave Haiti in a state of suspended animation. Since Moise's death, the country has had no legitimate government and no prospect of new elections, not to mention an anemic police force outgunned by gangs affiliated with a powerful business elite. The last time Haitians went to the polls was eight years ago, and the terms of every official elected then have expired.
The inevitable upshot is that Haiti's florid disorder has slid into pandemonium. Hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced from their homes, as malnutrition and poverty have deepened in a society already beset by hunger and extreme want.
Prompted by the swelling crisis, and likely worried it could trigger flotillas of people bound for U.S. shores, diplomats from Washington and elsewhere have swung into belated action. Meeting this week in Jamaica, they cobbled together a plan under which a transitional seven-member presidential panel -- one theoretically free of gang leaders or other criminals -- would govern the country and appoint a new interim prime minister.
It's a nice idea; it also smacks of desperation. And it leaves unanswered the question of how such a jury-rigged body's authority would be enforced in the face of the estimated 300 armed gangs that hold sway in Port-au-Prince and beyond.
The only real solution is the deployment of an international force with the muscle to keep the peace, restore some semblance of normalcy and, over time, create conditions under which elections can be organized. Failing that, and notwithstanding the historical baggage foreign intervention summons in Haitian memory, the sad but probable outlook for Haiti is for more of the same -- and worse.
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Cartoon by Pia Guerra
Pia Guerra cartoon on the Kate Middleton photo scandal.
By Pia Guerra | 2024-03-13

(Pia Guerra)
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Should Biden debate Trump? I answered your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-03-13
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. The Wednesday chat started on this page at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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Stumpy's last bloom: A beloved Tidal Basin cherry tree faces the axe
The tree's days are numbered as the National Park Service prepares for a $113 million multi-year repair effort to Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park seawalls. 
By Kevin Ambrose | 2024-03-14

Stumpy, a distressed but very popular little cherry tree at the Tidal Basin, will bloom one last time this month before it's cut down as part of the National Park Service's seawall rebuilding effort.  This photo was taken March 21, 2023. (Kevin Ambrose)


Stumpy, a beloved hollow cherry tree located on the south bank of the Tidal Basin in Washington, will be removed later this year alongside hundreds of other trees that will be cut down for a seawall rebuilding effort led by the National Park Service.
The name was given to the stump-shaped cherry tree in 2020 by a Reddit user who posted the tree was as dead as his love life. Since that post, the tree's popularity has grown yearly, and Stumpy's resilience has been celebrated. The tree has survived years of flooding tides from the Potomac River, and beavers browsing for bark.
"Stumpy is such a unique and well-loved tree because it's small and deals with Tidal Basin flooding daily," said Dave Lyons, a D.C.-area photographer. "Yet it's full of beautiful cherry blossoms. Everyone cheers for the little guy."
Still, the tree's days are numbered as the National Park Service prepares for a $113 million multi-year repair effort to Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park seawalls. About 300 trees overall, including more than 150 of the iconic cherry trees, will be removed.
Human-caused climate change -- which is driving a rise in sea levels in tidal waters -- is partially to blame for Stumpy's fate.
"Portions of the sea walls have settled as much as five feet since their initial construction from the late 1800s to the early 1900s," the Park Service said. "As a result of the settling and sea level rise, water flows over portions of the sea walls twice a day during normal tidal conditions."
Mike Litterst, communications chief for the National Mall and Memorial Parks, said their announcement of the sea wall repair and tree removal was purposely made before the cherry blossom bloom this year so people could travel to the Tidal Basin and visit Stumpy one last time during peak bloom. He expects the Tidal Basin and the now famous tree will see huge crowds at peak bloom next week.

Mike Litterst, communications chief for the National Mall and Memorial Parks, giving an interview on Stumpy at the Tidal Basin, March 14, 2024. (Kevin Ambrose)


The Credit Union Ten Mile Run and 5K, one of the premier road races in the D.C. area, will commemorate Stumpy during the races of April 6-7 with an image of Stumpy on race T-shirts, on race medals, and a full-size Stumpy mascot.
"This news (from the NPS) makes 2024 the perfect year for us to celebrate Stumpy," said Phil Stewart, director of the cherry blossom races.
Litterst said the sea wall project will begin in May, and the Stumpy and the rest of the trees will likely be cut down in June. He explained that replanting mature trees is too costly and challenging, particularly given the number of trees needing removal. Thus, removal is necessary.
Clippings from Stumpy will be sent to the National Arboretum to create genetic matches. The hope is to plant little Stumpy clones on the National Mall or nearby parks in the future. The rest of Stumpy and the other trees will be ground into mulch and spread around the remaining cherry tree bases to protect the tree roots and provide nutrients to the soil. It's the "Circle of Life," Litterst explained.

Stumpy is currently at stage 4 of 6, "peduncle elongation." This photo was taken at 11:15 a.m., March 14, 2024. (Kevin Ambrose)



Stumpy is often flooded during high tide of the Potomac River.  This photo was taken Aug. 22, 2022.  (Kevin Ambrose)


On a sunny Thursday morning on the Tidal basin, three news crews filmed the tree and countless tourists stopped to take photos. Litterst laughed as he noted that while the National Mall has so much to offer -- with its impressive memorials, monuments, trees, and history -- people continually ask where they can find Stumpy, one of the Tidal Basin's smallest and most distressed trees.
If you're looking for it yourself, the tree is near the Jefferson Memorial, just to the west. It's about a one-minute walk from the Jefferson. But you can also look for the crowd.

Stumpy with fall foliage.  This photo was taken Oct. 29, 2022. (Kevin Ambrose)



Stumpy in the snow this past January, Jan. 16, 2024. (Kevin Ambrose)


Michael E. Ruane contributed to this report.
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D.C. area tree pollen is surging because of abnormally warm weather
The worst of the pollen probably still lies ahead.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-03-14

The colors of early spring portend runny noses and sneezing. (Cathy Landry/Flickr) 


Amid all the fantastic aspects of spring, tree pollen is the microscopic bully that often makes life miserable for allergy sufferers. This year, abnormally warm weather has boosted average tree pollen counts to near-record levels in the D.C. area.
The counts have already climbed into the high range on eight days this year. So far, the peak daily count was 1,171 pollen grains per cubic meter of air measured in early March. But that number will probably be surpassed in the days and weeks ahead.
Spring has awakened unusually early this year, with Washington's average temperature the-sixth warmest on record year-to-date. Plant and tree life, including the famed cherry blossoms at the Tidal Basin, are speeding into spring mode.

Spring is advancing northward. (National Phenology Network) 


Spring's early arrival and the fast start to allergy season have become common in recent years because of rising temperatures driven by human-caused climate change.
The first tree pollen grains of 2024 were counted less than 10 days into the year. By late January, counts were above average and climbing. Other than a slowdown or two during short-lived cold spells, pollen season has roared to life in late winter -- a common theme in recent years.
Moderate tree pollen levels were first observed Feb. 8, about a week earlier than the norm; Feb. 22 marked the first high-pollen day. A pollen count of at least 15 grains per cubic meter of air is considered moderate; high starts at 90 grains.
During the fourth week of February, the average count was 522 grains compared to an average of 75, Susan Kosisky, director of aerobiological reporting and evaluation at the U.S. Army Centralized Allergen Extract Lab, said in an email.
February's final week and the first week of March both had the second-highest average counts on record, Kosisky said.
There has yet to be a count over 1,500 grains this year, which is considered "very high," but the average first date of this -- on April 8 -- has been moving up in recent years. In every year since 2020, it has occurred before this date.
Last year, the first very high count occurred Feb. 23 -- the earliest on record -- while the year before it was March 6.
Most of this early blooming is tied to temperature -- especially in winter and early spring. It was so mild this year that some tree species failed to go fully dormant as they are intended.

Tree pollen averages by week since 2017. (Susan Kosisky) 


This winter season saw the fewest overnight freezes on record, while every month between December and February was 2 to 4 degrees warmer than normal. In late January, the temperature surged to a record 80 degrees, and February saw highs in the 60s on five days.
"A string of very warm days (60s to 70s especially) will cause the trees to stir and release their pollen as early as mid-January in our region," Kosisky said.
Washington's average temperature has risen about 0.3 degrees per decade since 1900 during the winter and only slightly less quickly in March.
Both the rise in temperatures and increasing levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels can increase pollen levels.  A study published in 2020 found that pollen season has expanded by several weeks and increased by double digit percentages since the late 1900s throughout North America.
The current average date for peak tree pollen in the Washington region is April 14, or still about a month off.
Last year, despite a very warm winter and a major pollen spike in late February, the peak occurred April 13; different tree species release their pollen at different times and there can be multiple peaks some years. From 2020 to 2022, the peak had already happened by now. When there's a peak early in the season, sometimes there's less pollen later on, as trees only have so much to expel.
"Generally, if we have a high production of tree pollen in March, April will indeed be lower," Kosisky said.
After a major explosion of pollen during the warmest March on record in 2012, counts remained on the lower side for the rest of the season, Kosisky said.
The average peak value is 2,516 grains, or about twice as high as this year's peak so far. Last year, the value topped out at 3,319 grains. The peak has surpassed 4,000 twice in the past two decades; it reached 4,539 grains on April 25, 2009, and 4,147 grains on April 6, 2010.
It's too soon to know whether the fast start to this year and a possible early peak will mean a tamer second half of the season -- typically tree pollen tends to fade by early May.
"Forecasting future pollen counts for the season is a challenge due to the variability from year to year (and week to week) in temperatures, relative humidity and precipitation," Kosisky said. "Tree species may also have inherent cycling patterns where there are on and off years for higher amounts of pollen that are released."
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Navarro must go to prison for ignoring Jan. 6 subpoena, appeals court says
The former White House aide has argued he was protected from testifying by executive privilege, but Donald Trump did not intervene on his behalf.
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-03-14

Peter Navarro, former director of the White House National Trade Council, speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) on Feb. 24. (Tom Brenner/for The Washington Post)


A senior aide to Donald Trump will have to go to prison while he appeals his conviction for refusing to testify before Congress about his involvement in efforts to undo the results of the 2020 election.
Peter Navarro, a 74-year-old economist, "has not shown that his appeal presents substantial questions of law or fact likely to result" undoing the conviction or his four-month sentence, a unanimous panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ruled Thursday.
Navarro can still ask the Supreme Court to rule in his favor, but such an intervention would be extremely unusual. He is required to report to a prison in Miami, Fla., by March 19, his attorneys said in a recent filing.
Months after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack, Navarro published a book in which he described a plot to throw the election to Trump during the vote certification that day. He credited the idea to right-wing podcast host and former Trump strategist Steven K. Bannon. But when the House committee investigating Jan. 6 issued subpoenas for the two men to elaborate on those plans, they ignored them. Now both are fighting four-month prison sentences for contempt of Congress.
Bannon is "the only comparable individual," Navarro's attorneys noted, and "was released pending appeal."
Navarro, like Bannon, argued that he did not have to respond to the House committee because of Trump's executive privilege to withhold some internal communications. But he had no documentation indicating Trump ever planned to assert that privilege to keep him from testifying, and Trump has never publicly corroborated his account. Judge Amit P. Mehta called his immunity claim "weak sauce" and did not allow him to make it at trial. Navarro argued that Mehta's ruling can't stand because, for example, if there's "a former president unexpectedly suffering from disability or death," an aide should still be able to guard White House communications.

Trump adviser Peter Navarro published a book in which he unveiled the plan to keep Trump in office.


But "even if executive privilege were available to" Navarro, the judges said, "it would not excuse his complete noncompliance with the subpoena" because he would still have been obligated to produce documents and testify on anything not covered by the privilege. And his other arguments would only apply if "privilege has actually been invoked in this case in some manner by the President," they said, which "did not happen here."
All three judges on the panel are appointees of President Obama.
Navarro spoke at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference in February, saying he was "weeks away from a prison cell." He compared himself to Trump, noting that they were both in unprecedented legal situations. "I am the first senior White House adviser ever convicted of contempt of Congress," he said. "Trump is the first former president ever, ever to be criminally indicted."
A divisive figure in Trump's White House because of his abrasive personality and strident views, Navarro was one of several allies Trump leaned on in late 2020 as the outgoing president searched for ways to stay in power. Trump's infamous tweet telling followers to come to D.C. on Jan. 6 for a "wild" protest began with a link to a document of unfounded voter fraud claims compiled by Navarro.
The plan, as Navarro described it in his book, involved dragging out the vote count with 24 hours of speeches from Republicans in swing states won by Biden. The hope was that the spectacle would put pressure on Vice President Mike Pence to reject the results from those states, kicking off a process that would end with the House deciding the election for Trump.
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Population rebound from pandemic continues in D.C. region, data show
The D.C. metro area outpaced other northeast cities in population growth rates, according to an analysis by a Brookings Institution demographer.
By Marissa Lang | 2024-03-14

A collage of records from the 1950 U.S. census. (Census Bureau/The Washington Post) (Philip Bump/TWP)


The D.C. area's rebound from the pandemic continued last year as the District and its surrounding counties continued to see steady growth -- and their most significant population gains since 2018 -- even as other major American cities contracted, according to estimates released Wednesday by the U.S. Census Bureau.
The majority of U.S. counties grew between July 2022 and July 2023, the numbers show, including those that struggled to retain residents amid pandemic shutdowns and the expansion of work-from-anywhere opportunities. Overall, population growth rates in cities and metropolitan areas have continued to climb back toward pre-pandemic levels, the bureau's Vintage 2023 estimates of population change show.
The D.C. metro area outpaced other northeast cities in population growth rates, according to an analysis by Brookings Institution senior demographer William Frey, and added approximately 39,000 people to its overall population -- with about 6,000 people, or a medium-size college, into the District alone. Most of that increase was driven by migrants from abroad.
"The big takeaway here is that these big metro areas have come back, really," Frey said. "In 2020 to 2021, we saw big metros take a hit. They came back somewhat last year, but certainly we see it this year."
American cities overall have struggled to return to pre-pandemic population levels and growth rates in the face of rising housing costs, more telework options and perceptions that crime is on the rise, making cities less safe. But the District, when compared to other large U.S. cities, has grown.
"On a macro level, D.C. has always been a pretty livable city -- there's tons of green space, it's very neighborhood-centric. It's a very unusual city in that way, very unique," said Nina Albert, D.C.'s deputy mayor for planning and economic development. She added that D.C.'s livability has made the District "more resilient than most other cities."
The region's accelerating population growth has done little to relieve some areas of the District hit hardest by pandemic closures and the absence of remote workers. Despite a $400 million plan from Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and city business leaders aimed at resuscitating downtown, office attendance remains below 50 percent, storefronts sit vacant and anxiety over the future of the District's core has continued to climb.
Albert said the census data released Wednesday captures the District in a state of flux, with city officials and business leaders ramping up efforts to bring people downtown in part by creating more opportunities for them to live there.
"The investments we have are really geared toward attracting more residents into the city," Albert said in an interview this week. "Downtown would fill up with residents except we have to have the housing for them to move into."
Bowser has outlined a goal of creating enough housing in the downtown sector for 15,000 new residents by 2028 -- an aim that would require about 3,750 people to move into the area annually. The District's population growth between 2022 and 2023 outstripped that goal.
"We are clear on the direction we need to go," Albert said. "The private and public sector are still wrestling with how this is going to work."
Across the country, census officials said in a statement, domestic migratory patterns have shifted over the past few years. Areas that lost residents during the depths of the coronavirus pandemic saw renewed growth last year. Meanwhile, growth in western U.S. counties in states such as Arizona and Idaho -- destinations for many East Coast city dwellers who sought more space and cost-effective housing -- slowed.
Metropolitan areas throughout the South continued to be choice destinations for Americans moving within the country. The 10 counties with the largest net domestic growth rates are all in the South, data shows. Conversely, the 10 counties with the largest out-migration rates were mostly large metro areas in the Northeast, Midwest and in California.
Cities like New York, Chicago and Los Angeles suffered substantial overall population losses in the past year, even as they continued to see a steady influx of immigrants, data show. More deaths than births and significant out-migration from those areas tipped the scales far enough that even tens of thousands of new immigrants could not account for population losses, Frey said.
The D.C. region was insulated some from its population loss by having a higher birthrate than death rate and seeing an influx of immigrants to several of its counties.
"Our international community post-covid is really coming back to the region and to the office," Albert said of D.C.
Montgomery and Prince George's counties in Maryland; Fairfax County in Virginia; and the District were in the top 1 percent of U.S. counties for net international migration for the 2022 to 2023 year, according to Frey's analysis.
"Immigration has been really important over the last two years," Frey said. "Almost all metropolitan areas and all states have had more immigrants coming in the last year than compared to the previous year."
The latest census estimates do not delve into specific demographic information such as race, ethnicity or age.
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$730 rooms, $75 parking: Youngkin's own report calls arena forecasts rosy
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin says the Alexandria arena project is based on sound financial assumptions and would generate enough revenue to pay off debt.
By Teo Armus, Jonathan O'Connell | 2024-03-14

Washington Wizards and Capitals owner Ted Leonsis (left) and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin at the announcement of the proposed arena in Alexandria on Dec. 13. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


A plan to build a sports arena in Northern Virginia depends on more than a billion dollars in taxes and fees generated at the facility to fund its construction -- but those figures rely on some aggressive assumptions, including unprecedented prices for high-end hotels, according to an analysis commissioned by Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin's administration that has not been released to the public.
Youngkin (R) and other officials behind a proposal to move the Washington Capitals and Wizards to Alexandria have pitched it as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity with a unique financing structure: Virginia would borrow $1.5 billion from Wall Street and then use parking fees, ticket taxes and other revenue from the project, including from privately built hotels nearby, to pay back the debt.
Yet the Feb. 28 analysis, conducted by the Maryland-based public finance consulting firm MuniCap Inc. and obtained by The Washington Post, discloses for the first time that the financing plan assumes thousands of fans will pay $75 for parking, the teams' owner will host 53 more events annually in Alexandria than it did last year at its current D.C. arena, and a new luxury hotel will book rooms at a "historically unprecedented" rate of $731 a night.
"While no single assumption ... is inherently unreasonable," the MuniCap analysts wrote, "few assumptions could be characterized as conservative."
To build the arena, a new state sports and entertainment authority would collect $400 million upfront from Monumental Sports & Entertainment, which owns the teams, and issue two bonds payable over 40 years. A smaller bond would be paid off with rent payments from Monumental. The larger one, for $1.05 billion, would be paid back with tax receipts and other revenue generated at the arena in Potomac Yard and adjacent development. Under the terms of the agreement, taxpayers in Virginia and Alexandria would be on the hook if revenue were too low to cover the debt.
Christian Martinez, a spokesman for the governor, said in a statement that the financing plan for the arena, which depends on projections for parking fees, hotel rates and the number of events, has been "exhaustively tested." Even if the arena hosted only Wizards and Capitals home games or did not see any growth in revenue, Virginia and Alexandria would still make enough to pay off the debt -- with money to spare, he said.
Martinez pointed to a separate, rosier review of the revenue projections. That report, commissioned by the real estate developer JBG Smith and conducted by George Mason University, says the forecasts tend "toward conservative estimates of the economic and fiscal impacts," but calls the assumptions about hotel revenue and the number of concerts "optimistic."
Both reports were sent earlier this month by the Youngkin administration to legislative staffers in the General Assembly who oversee Virginia's spending and financial matters and a lawmaker who represents the arena site. GMU professor Terry Clower summarized his findings in a Feb. 21 op-ed for the Richmond Times-Dispatch, writing that forecasts for the arena are based on "sound" assumptions.
In an interview, Clower agreed that some of the assumptions in the arena proposal were "strong or aggressive" but said he still felt confident in the project overall. "You never know for sure what's going to happen but if you put up a venue like this, it's going to attract people," he said.
The MuniCap analysis -- which was obtained via a public-records request and then shared with The Post -- has not been made public. Martinez said in a statement that "the administration has been transparent about this project, its unique structure, and the benefits with legislators and the public." Youngkin, Monumental and others behind the deal "have released multiple other reports on economic impact, housing, and transportation to affirm the merits of this monumental opportunity," he added.
As the arena project faces uncertain prospects in the General Assembly, Youngkin and Monumental owner Ted Leonsis have continued to call it an "unprecedented opportunity." The governor stressed in a news conference last week that it would bring thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic impact to Virginia while relying in part on revenue that would not exist otherwise.
Some economists, lawmakers and city residents have been questioning the math behind those numbers since the project was announced in December and citing some sports facilities that came up short. Alexandria in mid-February released to the public two reports by consultants for the city and Monumental that led them to make their projections. (Projected parking revenue and some other figures were redacted.)
The MuniCap analysts specifically noted that they did not opine on the overall viability of the project. Still, Stephanie Landrum, president and chief executive of the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, issued a statement saying that while "there are marginal differences between all of the reports, the ultimate finding is the same: the model can and does work."
By the time MuniCap finished its analysis at the end of February, state lawmakers had already put up major legislative hurdles to the arena plan. Youngkin's administration on March 2 sent the MuniCap analysis and dozens more pages on financial details to legislative staffers on the Senate Finance and Appropriations and House Appropriations committees as well as Del. Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker (D-Alexandria).
The packet included the initial forecasts published by Alexandria as well as three documents reviewing those projections: the Virginia-commissioned MuniCap analysis (labeled a "summary" on the cover), Clower's GMU report and a "sensitivity analysis" conducted by the bank JPMorgan Chase, which has also been contracted by the governor's office.
Bennett-Parker, who declined to comment for this article, voted last month against stand-alone arena legislation and said in a statement that she had been "continually frustrated with the Youngkin Administration and their lack of forthcomingness." The General Assembly last week dealt a major blow to the project's chances of moving forward by approving a budget without the project.
Still, the governor could resurrect the arena proposal when the legislature returns to consider his amendments and vetoes in April, or by calling a special session.
The MuniCap analysis took issue with a number of the initial projections, including how much money could be made in parking fees from an underground lot on the arena site. Those forecasts require the state to collect $75 per parking space during sports games and concerts -- far more than parking generally costs in the region -- and $30 to $50 for other events.
For events at the teams' current home at Capital One Arena, Monumental charges between $60 and $100 per space at its on-site garage, according to a spokesperson. Parking apps show spaces in several garages within a block or two of the downtown D.C. arena that are available for $20 or $30 on game nights.
Monumental also plans to package underground parking in Alexandria with season ticket passes and suite packages. There will be "significant demand for these spots," Martinez said.
Monumental also projected that its 2,200 underground spaces would be filled before fans park elsewhere, despite there being more affordable lots that exist nearby. The projections assumed that even for events requiring less parking, its spaces would fill first.
"A more conservative approach would be to assume that the lots fill proportionately," the MuniCap analysts wrote.
The analysis also cast doubt on how many events Monumental would realistically be able to hold at the Alexandria arena. Capital One hosted 168 events in 2023, according to MuniCap, but Monumental's consultants at the firm CSL International projected the new arena would host 221 events annually, based on the fact that Capital One hosted an average of 216 events annually in the four years before the pandemic.
MuniCap reviewed eight other big-city arenas that host hockey and basketball teams and found that only three hosted more than 200 events last year -- including Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles, home to two NBA teams and an NHL team, and Ball Arena in Denver, which also hosts some professional lacrosse games.
To get to 221 events, Monumental projected that it would host 133 concerts and other events annually beyond NBA and NHL games at the new arena. But of the eight comparable arenas, only Madison Square Garden in Manhattan -- "an iconic venue in the nation's largest market" -- hosted that many last year, according to MuniCap.
Monumental government relations chief Monica Dixon issued a statement saying that Monumental "had fewer events by design" last year because it was "prioritizing higher revenue events." But she said that Monumental hosted more concerts in 2023 than previous years and that newer arena infrastructure would allow the company to host Capitals and Wizards games on the same day, "making it feasible to host more events and create more scheduling flexibility."
Youngkin and JBG Smith, the developer proposing the arena, have also touted the tax revenue that would come from three hotels, ranging from three to five stars, with 991 total rooms that would eventually be built near the Alexandria arena.
MuniCap found that the projections for those hotels relied on the expectation that the highest-end option would compete with some of the country's top properties, including the Park Hyatt in New York, the celebrity favorite Beverly Hills Hotel, and the Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay, a Northern California resort on a cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
A spokeswoman for JBG Smith said the project's hotels will need to offer rooms at a variety of prices. Because there is no comparable five-star hotel in the Potomac Yard area, she said, the company relied on data for properties elsewhere "that reflect the quality of stay that visiting players, team management, and VIPs typically expect."
Using those hotels as comparisons, Alexandria's consultants at HR&A Advisors projected that a five-star hotel at Potomac Yard would be able to charge an average daily rate of $731 and that the three hotels would hit a 75 percent occupancy rate.
Many visiting athletes or performers who come to D.C. for Capital One Arena stay at the Four Seasons in Georgetown, which often charges more than $1,000 a night. The Alexandria consultants' projections for a four-star hotel were based on the performance of long-established luxury properties in the District, including the Four Seasons, Hay-Adams, St. Regis and Willard InterContinental.
Still, in the current market for high-end hotels, according to data referenced by MuniCap, the daily rate averages $195 -- less than one-third of the projected number -- on 66 percent occupancy. MuniCap wrote that the "assumed performance is historically unprecedented" for this area.
Martinez, the Youngkin spokesman, said the sports and entertainment district built around the arena would "involve world class facilities," drawing visitors who "will expect to stay in a variety of lodging products, including luxury hotels that don't currently exist" in Alexandria or other parts of Northern Virginia.
But Michael Bellisario, a longtime hotel analyst at the investment firm Robert W. Baird & Co., said the Alexandria rates and the occupancy projections "are way higher than what the Washington, D.C., market would suggest."
Bellisario said that the hotels' success would depend on a number of factors but that such projections should consider what other hotels are likely to be built and whether the region will face a recession in coming years. "The underwriting on the surface appears aggressive," he said.
To avoid being too optimistic in their analysis, the city's consultants reduced the total projected hotel tax revenue by 15 percent. Martinez said that even if hotel revenue were to further decline by a third, the overall revenue for the project would shrink by less than 2 percent.
Finally, the MuniCap analysts said that existing forecasts did not consider situations in which multiple revenue streams fall short.
They wrote that the Alexandria consultants' projections of tax receipts and other revenue streams were "mechanically sound" and considered several "stress" scenarios that might lower those projections. However, they said few of the consultants' forecasts considered scenarios in which two or more factors underperformed at once.
"Taken in concert, risks within the underlying assumptions compound," the MuniCap analysts wrote. "This is noteworthy, as the forecasts assume continuous operation and uninterrupted growth for the duration of the thirty-year forecast."
That could create problems over time: The teams' current home, Capital One Arena, was inaugurated 26 years ago, but Monumental now says it is "no longer a viable NBA/NHL venue in its current condition," the analysts wrote. Renovations create disruptions that prevent arenas from hosting a full slate of events, which would lower revenue forecasts.
Boosters of the Virginia arena plan have said the teams would not follow that fate thanks to its different ownership structure. In D.C., the District owns the land and Monumental owns the facility; under the Virginia plan, a government authority would own the Potomac Yard arena itself and lease it to Monumental. The teams would be required to sign non-relocation agreements and pay off outstanding debt if they leave early.
Martinez said MuniCap's conclusions and suggestions have been incorporated into the financial model for the proposed arena.
A separate sensitivity analysis conducted by JPMorgan Chase found that Alexandria and Virginia taxpayers would have to pay up in two scenarios: if a planned fall 2028 opening were to be delayed by 20 or more months, or if the projected fees and taxes from Potomac Yard decline by 78 percent in 2029 and then again in 2030.
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D.C.-area forecast: Very warm through Friday, when a showery cool front passes
Not as warm but still mild this weekend.
By David Streit | 2024-03-14

The sun sets Wednesday over the Ballston neighborhood in Arlington County. (Brian Gannon/Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
10/10: Upon reflection, this is pretty close to perfection.
Unseasonable warmth lasts through Friday but today takes the prize. Showers and possibly a thundershower tomorrow water the daffodils. The weekend is not as warm but still sunny and mild, so get out and enjoy the greening of the land before chillier air arrives early next week.




Today (Thursday): Clouds will be few and far between and winds offer barely a whisper. Highs in the 70s, possibly flirting with 80 in a few spots, are a delight and will speed the opening of the cherry blossoms. Confidence: High
Tonight: Stars are out early, but clouds are likely to start spreading into the area after midnight. Winds out of the south are light. Lows range through the 50s. Winds are minimal. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Scattered and intermittent showers are possible, especially in the afternoon. A rumble of thunder can't be ruled out in spots. Most of the area should not see more than a quarter-inch of rain. Winds from the southwest are on the light side. Highs still manage to reach the low to mid-70s despite all the clouds. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Lingering showers are likely through the evening but shouldn't be too heavy. Expect gradual clearing by dawn. Winds shift to come from the north but are only 5 to 10 mph. Lows are mainly in the mid- to upper 40s. Confidence: Medium
Mainly sunny and mild conditions return Saturday for the spring equilux in which the day and night are of equal length. Highs are in the low to mid-60s, about 10 degrees warmer than normal, and winds are light. Overnight lows range through the 40s under mostly clear skies. Confidence: Medium-High
Clouds scatter across the area Sunday as a strong cold front approaches from the Midwest, but most showers should stay to the north. There is still enough sun to eke out another mild day with highs again in the low to mid-60s. The colder air does start to win out overnight with lows dropping into the 30s. Confidence: Medium
Monday is the end of the road for the mild spell, with highs only in the mid-40s to lower 50s despite mainly sunny skies. Gusty northwest winds will make it feel even colder. Confidence: Medium-High
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Finger-pointing and feuding after Montgomery fire chief pick fizzles
Feuding has broken out between County Executive Marc Elrich and the firefighters union over who is to blame for the fizzled fire chief nomination of Charles Bailey.
By Dan Morse | 2024-03-14

Charles Bailey had been nominated in November to take over the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


In November, Montgomery County's top elected official nominated fire department veteran Charles Bailey to be his next chief. The hope: Bailey's deep experience, including steering the department through the covid-19 pandemic and running the large operations division, would lead to confirmation by the 11-member county council.
But four months later, Bailey -- who serves as a division chief and would have been the county's first Black fire chief -- is out as a candidate. Open feuding has erupted between County Executive Marc Elrich (D) and the firefighters union about who is to blame. And Maryland's most populous jurisdiction finds itself searching for new leaders at its fire and police departments simultaneously.
"The challenge is: Where do we go from here?" longtime Montgomery County Council member Gabe Albornoz (D-At Large) said. "These are challenging times for first responders and public safety leaders. We've got to get this right, but we can't wait too long."
Details behind the fire chief controversy are difficult to know. What's clear is that the firefighters union raised enough concerns about Bailey in private meetings with council members that the matter was forwarded to the Montgomery County Inspector General's Office, according to three officials with direct knowledge of the process who spoke on the condition anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss it publicly.
On March 1, that office issued a vaguely worded news release regarding several incidents of alleged misconduct by "a senior Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Services employee." The inspector general concluded, according to its release, that in a 2021 incident, the senior employee violated fire department "hands-off" and decorum provisions and in a 2019 incident violated the department's language decorum provisions. The news release didn't detail the violations but instead offered a wide range of conduct covered by the provisions -- including demeaning language, unwelcome touching and potentially injurious horseplay. The release didn't name the officer, but multiple people with direct knowledge of the process said it was Bailey.
Four days later, with Bailey's support on the council shaky, Elrich withdrew his backing and said he would find another candidate.
Elrich declined to discuss the inspector general's report -- a detailed version of which had been sent to his office on Feb. 28 -- but he said last week that he still thought Bailey remained qualified for the job and wanted to renominate him. "I was ready to put him forward again," Elrich said.
But he did not think Bailey would be confirmed. "Knowing that we did not have the votes on the council," Elrich said, "there was no point in putting it back out there."
Bailey declined to comment on the report and for this story, as did Inspector General Megan Davey Limarzi, who said she was precluded from discussing personnel matters.

County Executive Marc Elrich withdrew his backing of Bailey shortly after a report alleged misconduct by the fire chief nominee. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Running Montgomery's fire and rescue agency is an enormous job. The suburb north of Washington yields an average of 300 emergency medical calls a day, plus another dozen for fires. The agency employs about 1,250 career firefighters and medics, has a large volunteer force and runs dozens of stations across 500 square miles of land.
Elrich's search for a new fire chief dates back to last spring, when Fire Chief Scott Goldstein announced he would be retiring on June 30. How much Elrich listened to concerns about Bailey from Montgomery's career firefighters union -- Local 1664 of the International Association of Fire Fighters -- also remains in dispute.
Union president Jeff Buddle said Elrich constantly rebuffed them. He provided a list of six times -- from Nov. 28, 2022, to Nov. 13, 2023 -- that the union raised its concerns, either in writing or verbally, about Bailey. On that final date, Buddle said, he specifically asked Erlich during a meeting in the county executive's office whether he understood their concerns.
"The County Executive acknowledged the union's concerns, but stated that he was moving forward with the nomination notwithstanding the union's concerns," Buddle said in a statement.
On Nov. 17, Elrich sent his official transmittal of Bailey's name to Evan Glass, who was then president of the council, for possible confirmation. After such nominations, council members often talk among themselves about the candidates or meet individually with the candidate -- as was the case with Bailey.
They also heard from others. Senior leadership at the fire department - in the form of 12 division chiefs and assistant chiefs - wrote to endorse Bailey. "We are well-positioned to attest to his intellect, character, and overall focus on the health, safety, and wellbeing of all members of" the department, they wrote, saying that vision and adaptability also were needed. "It is crystal clear to us that Chief Bailey is that person."
On Dec. 19, according to county records, Buddle also wrote Andrew Friedson (D-District 1), who took over as council president on Dec. 5, with the results of a survey distributed to 1,235 bargaining unit employees who were asked if they supported Bailey as their next chief. Of the 826 responses, 81 percent said they did not support the nomination.
Buddle declined to describe the concerns about Bailey that the union shared with council members, calling them serious "personnel-related matters."
Nominations such as Bailey's are generally good for 60 days. If the council doesn't act on them, the county executive must resubmit the name. That didn't happen in mid-January as Elrich and his aides instead tried to shore up support on the council for Bailey.
The county executive also said he couldn't be sure that if he resubmitted Bailey's name, the council would even schedule a public hearing on the nomination, which would have given Bailey a chance to address the criticisms publicly.
Friedson said that at a certain point, Elrich's office didn't push the nomination.
"My focus as council president has always been to protect the integrity of the process and to ensure we are safeguarding the best interests of county residents, the fire rescue service, the council, the county government, and the nominee," Friedson said in a statement this week. "I was in communication with the assistant chief administrative officer at various points throughout the process but was never informed that the [county executive] was interested in resubmitting the nomination or asked specifically by the county executive whether or not the council would schedule a public interview."

The search continues for a Montgomery County fire chief. (Pete Marovich for The Washington Post)


Elrich acknowledged the union had spoken to his administration about incidents involving Bailey, but they could find no record of them being reported when they were said to have occurred. "We went back through HR and the reporting process in the department and not a single thing that they listed appeared in any record of having been ever raised with personnel or raised with the fire chief, ever," Elrich said.
He suggested the union's lobbying against Bailey was motivated to have him pick a candidate of its choice with a strong union background: "At the same time they're doing this," Elrich said, "they're trying to push me to hire a fire chief who's running a five-station department that was a former union president for 11 years."
He broadly criticized bringing up years-old incidents that were said to have happened but were never reported as a way to undermine a nominee. Such criticisms, as it turned out, led to the inspector general referral on Jan. 2 and the news release, in broad strokes, of its findings on March 1.
"This is scary," Elrich said.
Elected in 2018, Elrich struggled a year later in his first search for a new police chief. Over more than six months, his first three choices -- all external candidates -- bowed out. He then selected Marcus Jones, a Montgomery Police Department veteran who had wanted the job from the beginning. Jones is set to retire this summer. Elrich told top council leaders he plans to interview two top commanders in the department and by early May hopes to have a name sent to the council for confirmation consideration.

Montgomery County Police Chief Marcus Jones is set to retire this summer. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


In his search last year for a new fire chief, Elrich recalled, he spoke about Bailey with Buddle. "I mentioned Charles's name, and he said he could work with him," Elrich said. "He actually at one point, when he was dissatisfied with the way the previous chief had handled discipline issues, said he'd prefer that Charles handle those issues. We did that."
Buddle, the fire union president, said that Elrich's recollections about Bailey were incorrect and that Bailey had never been designated to handle disciplinary issues.
He declined to discuss the inspector general report, but he addressed it earlier in a statement to others in the union.
"Our members who stepped forward to provide witness testimony should be commended for their courage in providing first-hand accounts of such misconduct," Buddle wrote.
Before they did so, according to Buddle, the county executive had plenty of time to research their concerns.
"It is unfortunate the county executive seems to assign all the blame to the union," Buddle wrote in an email, "for his own failure to properly vet yet another nominee for a significant position within his administration."
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Dorie Ladner, dauntless civil rights activist, dies at 81
She joined the civil rights movement as a teen in Mississippi, braving gunfire, tear gas, police dogs and Ku Klux Klansmen in the campaign for racial equality.
By Emily Langer | 2024-03-14

Civil right activist Dorie Ladner in Washington. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Dorie Ladner, who joined the civil rights movement as a teenager in Mississippi, braving gunfire, tear gas, police dogs and Ku Klux Klansmen in an undaunted campaign for racial equality, died March 11 at a hospital in Washington. She was 81.
The cause was respiratory failure, said her sister Joyce Ladner, a constant companion in her activism and former interim president of Howard University.
Dorie Ladner was 11 months younger than Emmett Till, an African American who was 14 when he was lynched in the Mississippi Delta in 1955, his mutilated body tethered with barbed wire to a cotton gin fan and submerged in the Tallahatchie River.
For their entire lives, Ms. Ladner and her sister, her junior by a year, had endured the indignities of life as African Americans in the Jim Crow South -- the rides in the back of the bus, the restrooms and drinking fountains for Black people only, the segregated schools, the secondhand textbooks passed down by White students.
But with Till's death, "I was enraged, but I did not know what to do with that anger," Dorie Ladner told an interviewer years later. "His murder made me aware of my Blackness."
On the encouragement of activists including Vernon Dahmer Sr., a family friend and local NAACP leader who would later be killed in a KKK firebombing of his home, Dorie and Joyce Ladner joined a youth chapter of the NAACP in Hattiesburg, Miss., in 1959, when they were in high school.
As students at Tougaloo College, a historically Black school in Jackson, Miss., the Ladner sisters joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, widely known as SNCC, which became a principal organizer of the civil rights movement.
Having decided that she couldn't stay in school and "know my people are suffering," Dorie Ladner dropped out of Tougaloo and for much of the 1960s devoted herself full-time to her activism.
"The line was drawn in the sand for Blacks and for Whites," she said years later in an interview with PBS's "American Experience." "And was I going to stay on the other side of the line forever? No. I decided to cross that line. I jumped over that line and started fighting."

Dorie Ladner was a stalwart civil rights activist in Mississippi in the 1960s. (M351 The Herbert Randall Freedom Summer Photographs, Special Collections, University of Southern Mississippi) 


At a time when Mississippi was one of the most dangerous places in the South for African Americans and civil rights workers, Ms. Ladner joined and led marches and sit-ins, mounted voter registration drives, and helped organize events including the 1963 March on Washington.
She traveled widely, encouraging Black people around the country to embrace their right to vote. She told one crowd in St. Louis that anyone who did not vote "should hang your head in shame," explaining that in the South, "we have been shot at, beaten, cut and jailed for just trying to register to vote."
"I gathered any courage I could from both Dorie and Joyce for being in Mississippi," said Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), who worked there alongside the sisters as an SNCC activist. "They were fearless at a time when it was often that you took your life in your own hands to be in that state. It was they who encouraged me to come, and who encouraged me while I was there."
The sit-in movement had been touched off on Feb. 1, 1960, when four Black college students sat down at a White-only lunch counter at an F.W. Woolworth five-and-dime store in downtown Greensboro, N.C. In Mississippi, where a more virulent strain of racism prevailed, many activists regarded sit-ins as too dangerous.
But "Dorie was a doer," recalled Freddie Greene Biddle, a fellow SNCC activist in Mississippi. "There was nothing that Dorie wouldn't do. She went into all the areas that were tough and hard to be in. She was out front."
In addition to participating in some of the first sit-ins to be held in Mississippi, Ms. Ladner played a leading role in voter registration drives across the state.
"This is the first time, really, that I'm seeing a young Black woman ... doing something like this -- braving the same kind of terror," recalled SNCC activist Charlie Cobb, who worked with Ms. Ladner on voter registration drives in the Delta.
Ms. Ladner was arrested repeatedly for her activism, including for demonstrating at the funeral of Medgar Evers, the NAACP leader who was fatally shot outside his home in Jackson on June 12, 1963. Ms. Ladner was among the activists who had eaten dinner with him hours earlier.
Later that summer, she and her sister moved to New York City and worked with the SNCC office there to lay plans for the March on Washington, where the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered the "I Have a Dream" speech on Aug. 28, 1963.
Along with Norton, the sisters shared an apartment in New York, where folk singer Bob Dylan, one of the musicians who performed at the march, would often drop by and play his guitar.
Ms. Ladner stood backstage at the march, gazing out at the sea of people who had thronged outside the Lincoln Memorial. But the next day, Ms. Ladner and her sister were on their way back to Mississippi.
"The march was one day," Dorie Ladner told the Gannett News Service decades later. "But we had to go back to the battlefield."

Dorie Ladner, right, with her sister Joyce in Washington. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Dorie Ann Ladner, one of nine children, was born in Hattiesburg on June 28, 1942, and grew up in the nearby Black community of Palmers Crossing, where she was raised by her mother, a homemaker, and her stepfather, a diesel mechanic.
Ms. Ladner's mother instilled in her the courage that she would carry into the civil rights movement.
Once, when she was 12, Dorie stopped into a corner grocery store where a White cashier made a pass at her. Dorie beat him over the head with a bag of doughnuts, her sister recalled. When the sisters reported to their mother what had happened, she said that Dorie should have killed him and that she must never allow a White man to treat her that way.
"Ordinarily that kind of thing could have caused our house to be burned down, but nothing happened because the White people knew that my mother was no-nonsense," Joyce Ladner recalled. "Plus they knew the man was wrong."
Despite the difference in their age, Joyce and Dorie finished high school together as valedictorian and salutatorian, respectively.
"Dorie was more feisty, and Joyce was more intellectual," said Taylor Branch, the Pulitzer Prize-winning historian of the civil rights era. "But each of them was a little bit of the other."
The sisters enrolled first at Jackson State College (now University), a historically Black institution in Mississippi. They later moved to Tougaloo, where many students and professors were at the vanguard of the civil rights movement.
In the late 1960s, Dorie Ladner worked with the Congress of Racial Equality and on anti-poverty programs. Ms. Ladner eventually returned to Tougaloo to complete her degree, receiving a bachelor's in history in 1973.
Ms. Ladner later moved to Washington to attend Howard University, where she received a master of social work degree in 1975, and worked for three decades as an emergency-room social worker at the now-closed D.C. General Hospital.
Her work in the civil rights movement, she said, gave her "an ability to see injustices, and to want to deal with them in the workplace, politically, in your apartment building, on your street, wherever you are."
Her marriage to Hailu Churnet ended in divorce. Survivors include their daughter, Yodit Churnet, of Washington; four sisters; three brothers; and a grandson. Joyce Ladner, a professor of sociology, served as interim president at Howard from 1994 to 1995.
Despite the many gains of the civil rights movement, Ms. Ladner and her sister reflected with anguish on what they saw as the work that remained left to be done.
"When I saw that man strolling through the Capitol on January 6, waving that oversized Confederate flag, I was not surprised," Joyce Ladner told The Washington Post in 2021, referring to the attack on the U.S. Capitol that year by supporters of then-President Donald Trump.
"The war," Dorie Ladner remarked, "is not over."
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PM Update: Mild tonight ahead of a warm and mostly sunny Thursday 
Daytime temperatures continue to run 20 or more degrees above normal. We may tickle 80 tomorrow in some spots. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-03-13

Foundry United Methodist Church on 16th Street in Northwest Washington on Tuesday. (angela n./Flickr) 


Typical of sun-filled days in early spring, temperatures performed again today. The drier air near the surface allows the sun to get readings rising rapidly throughout. If anything, tomorrow's looking warmer thanks in part to fewer clouds. It's not impossible we close in on our warmest reading this year -- 80 degrees back on Jan. 26. If so, that's about 25 degrees above the average high of 56 degrees for the date.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: It'll be crowded out there this evening. Just about perfect. Mainly clear conditions are the rule tonight, although it may be somewhat cloudier early and again toward dawn. Temperatures range from the mid-40s to low 50s for lows. Winds are light from the south.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Mostly sunny and quite warm. Highs end up in the mid-70s to near 80. Winds should blow from the south around 10 mph, with higher gusts.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Pollen update: Tree pollen is high at 220.45 grains per cubic meter of air. Grass pollen and mold spores are low.
Toasty Thursday night: Despite daytime highs 20 to 25 degrees above normal, record potential in this warm spell is relatively limited. But lows on Friday morning are expected to challenge high marks for morning warmth on the date. In Washington, for instance, the forecast low is 59, which is a couple degrees above the normal high for the date. To what extent morning lows make it through the day may be another question, as a weak cold front passes the area late day and into the night.

Record warm lows at risk Friday. (Weather Prediction Center)


Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Teacher at Maryland church fondled two girls during prayers, police say
Maryland church teacher accused of sexually abused four girls ages 6 through 12, including two whom he fondled while children had their eyes shut during prayers.
By Dan Morse | 2024-03-13

A teacher at a Maryland church was ordered to remain in jail pending trial on charges of abusing children. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


A teacher at a small Maryland church sexually abused four girls ages 6 through 12, including two whom he fondled while children had their eyes shut during prayers, authorities alleged in court records.
Ervin J. Alfaro-Lopez, 33, was being held Wednesday without bond in the Montgomery County jail. He faces more than 20 counts of sex abuse and sex offense charges in incidents alleged to have occurred between 2014 and 2018.
Federal immigration authorities also moved this week to seek Alfaro-Lopez's deportation should he be released. They said Wednesday the Salvadoran national has unlawfully entered the United States three times and been the subject of two removal proceedings. He had most recently been living in Germantown.
In Montgomery County court documents, police did not name the church but said it was in the 15700 block of Crabbs Branch Way -- an office park near the Shady Grove Metro station. They said many of the incidents happened at the church.
An attorney listed in court records for Alfaro-Lopez wasn't immediately available for comment. Investigators said one of the victims described him as friendly, and another said he was manipulative.
Montgomery County detectives, along with the county's child welfare agency, began their investigation last May.
A social worker interviewed a potential victim, then a teenager, who spoke about several incidents involving Alfaro-Lopez when she was about 10 years old. In one case, the girl said, the two were in a room at the church with other children when he fondled her, detectives alleged in charging documents. She also recalled that during a retreat or a vigil, Alfaro-Lopez sexually assaulted her and told her to stay quiet so other children -- ages 4 to 11 and sleeping -- wouldn't wake up, according to an affidavit investigators filed in court.
The girl said she told an adult family member about the abuse in 2019 but was told to stay quiet about it "to minimize trouble with the church," detectives wrote.
Detectives charged Alfaro-Lopez with several counts, including second-degree rape, and he was placed in the Montgomery County Detention Center on Aug. 9, 2023, according to court records.
After Alfaro-Lopez was arrested in Montgomery County in 2023, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said, it lodged an immigration detainer against him with the Montgomery jail. That request, according to ICE, was not honored and Alfaro-Lopez was released on a $50,000 bond two days after his arrest. Montgomery officials did not immediately respond for comment.
Investigators continued investigating him after his initial release. In September 2023, they learned of another potential victim, who said Alfaro-Lopez abused her about seven years earlier during a "midnight mass" event, according to court documents. While children were in a dark room watching a movie, the girl told detectives, Alfaro-Lopez called her to the back of the room to sit on his lap and began fondling her, according to court records.
Investigators shielded the girls' privacy by not naming them in public court filings, and instead assigned letters to them.
"Victim A," they wrote of the girl allegedly abused during the midnight Mass event, "advised that another child looked back and saw what was happening, but she doesn't think he understood because he turned around and kept watching the movie."
The girl said it happened "on a Friday and that the Sunday, two days later, was her seventh birthday," detectives wrote.
The girl told detectives about similar abuse during a subsequent midnight Mass event, when Alfaro-Lopez again called her to the back of a room while other kids were watching a movie, according to court documents.
"Victim A reported that she told him, 'no,' but he called her over again, so she went," detectives asserted in court filings.
Investigators learned of two more potential victims, who are sisters and were interviewed last month. They spoke of being in a classroom at the church and Alfaro-Lopez fondling them during prayers, court documents said.
"Victim C reported that Alfaro-Lopez would make sure all the students in the class had their eyes closed," detectives wrote.
"Victim D" made the same assertion, saying Alfaro-Lopez made sure the other children couldn't see what he was doing. She also said that years ago, her sister had told her of being fondled by Alfaro-Lopez during prayers. Victim D said her sister was crying at the recollection and was scared to tell their parents.
Police again arrested Alfaro-Lopez this week on charges related to the three additional girls. He was ordered held without bond Tuesday.
The initial case from last year has a trial date set for Oct. 16, according to court records. No trial date has been set for the new charges.
One of the victims told investigators that at some point, Alfaro-Lopez wasn't allowed to teach at the church anymore. "Victim D stated that later Alfaro-Lopez had gotten deported but then he came back to the church," according to court records, which state he was born in El Salvador.
James Covington, a spokesman for the Baltimore office of ICE, said Alfaro-Lopez was arrested by U.S. Border Patrol near Lake Charles, La., on March 23, 2015, issued a notice to appear before an immigration judge and released on a $7,500.00 bond.
Three years later, he was ordered to be removed from the United States, leading ICE to arrest him in early 2019, Covington said. Alfaro-Lopez left the country three months later but crossed into the United States again in 2020 and was deported, ICE said. It was unclear how and when he most recently returned to the United States.
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Sixth suspect arrested in fatal shooting of toddler in Maryland
A 17-year-old has been charged with murder, according to police.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-03-13

The Langley Park-area apartment complex where Jeremy Poou-Caceres, 2, was shot and killed and his mother was injured. (Jasmine Hilton/The Washington Post)


A sixth person has been arrested in the February killing of a 2-year-old in Prince George's County, police announced Wednesday.
Police have charged a 17-year-old boy from Beltsville with first-degree murder and related counts in the fatal shooting of Jeremy Poou-Caceres, who was caught in the crossfire between two groups outside a Langley Park apartment complex on Feb. 8, according to police. Jeremy's mother was also wounded in the shooting.
The 17-year-old has been charged as an adult and is being held without bond at the county jail, police said.
Police earlier arrested and charged five other suspects in the fatal shooting, including a 15-year-old boy from Takoma Park and a 16-year-old boy from Hyattsville, who are both charged as adults with murder, police said. Israel Fuentes Jr., 33, of Lewisdale; Johnny Alejandro Turcios, 28, of Lewisdale; and Nilson Granados-Trejo, 25, of no fixed address are also charged with murder.
Public records do not indicate the status of the teens, whom police did not name because they are juveniles. According to online court records, Fuentes, Turcios and Granados-Trejo are being held without bond. Fuentes and Granados-Trejo were being represented by the public defender's office. A spokesperson for the Office of the Public Defender did not respond to a request for comment. A defense attorney representing Turcios declined to comment Wednesday.
According to an initial investigation, two groups exchanged gunfire near where Jeremy and his mother were walking on Kanawha Street. They were not the intended targets in what a witness described as a shooting tied to a territorial dispute over drug dealing, police and charging documents said.
Police said the 15-year-old and 16-year-old were a part of one group, and Fuentes and Turcios were in the other group. According to charging documents, Granados-Trejo was riding in a stolen vehicle with Fuentes and Turcios during the shooting. He saw Fuentes "shooting a firearm during the incident," the charging documents said.
It was not clear what role police allege the 17-year-old had that day.
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A late, but not too late, apology for the shameful use of Black bodies
Decades after a Black man's heart was used in a transplant without his family's consent, Virginia lawmakers express "profound regret." That matters. 
By Theresa Vargas | 2024-03-13

Bruce Tucker's grave. (Family photo)


When Gayle Turner testified before Virginia lawmakers, she knew they had previously failed to pass a resolution that offered an apology for the unethical use of Black bodies by medical institutions. This year, when the resolution appeared in front of lawmakers again, she hoped to compel them to act.
She told them her family appreciated the effort to "recognize, realize and apologize for past wrongs to assure they never happen again."
She told them Virginia had an opportunity to "lead the nation in truth telling and addressing racial inequalities in health care."
She told them that the man who inspired the resolution, her cousin Bruce Tucker, was a responsible father, a loyal employee, a good citizen -- and a victim.
"Bruce Tucker was the victim of a racist system that devalued his life and did not acknowledge him as humankind and therefore did not treat him that way," Turner testified. "It was the total disregard of Bruce as a human being that benefited science, mankind and made immeasurable profits for the Medical College of Virginia."
Fifty-six years ago, Bruce Tucker's heart helped Virginia make history. After the 54-year-old was taken to a hospital with a head injury, a medical team removed his heart and used it in the first transplant of that kind in the South. Afterward, the surgeons who performed the procedure were celebrated and immortalized. Their names appeared outside that hospital building on a plaque under the words "Birthplace of cardiac transplantation."
But in recent years, a fuller story of how that transplant came to take place has emerged, and it shows this: surgeons taking a Black laborer's heart without his family's consent and placing it in a White businessman. That fuller story -- which I shared with you in an earlier column -- was of his family learning from a mortician, not doctors, that he was missing his heart and kidneys. Relatives still have questions about what happened in the hospital between the time Tucker arrived able to talk and when the surgery took place less than a day later. The family lost a lawsuit in 1972 in which attorneys argued over whether Tucker should have been declared dead. A medical examiner performed a test that found he had no brain activity, but the legal definition of brain death did not yet exist.
What happened to Tucker is both shocking and not surprising when we reflect on the many ways Black, Brown and Indigenous bodies have been historically experimented on in the name of scientific and medical advancements. There are plenty of egregious examples.
Consider the Tuskegee experiment, in which the government spent decades studying how syphilis ravaged the bodies of Black men without their informed consent and withheld treatment even after one became widely available. Consider also Henrietta Lacks's "immortal" cells, which were taken from the Baltimore mother of five when she was diagnosed with cervical cancer. Her extraordinary cells led to significant scientific discoveries and brought in profits for companies -- all while her descendants were left unknowing and uncompensated.
Tucker's experience is part of that side of history, the one that is hard to own. That's what makes what Virginia lawmakers did recently worth noting. They owned it. The state Senate and House unanimously passed the resolution, which acknowledges "with profound regret the unethical use of Black bodies by medical institutions in the Commonwealth."
That legislative action did not garner much public attention, but it matters. It matters to Tucker's family, and it matters to others who understand how past wrongs can bleed into modern-day practices.
After learning about what happened to Tucker, Phillip Thompson, an attorney and former president of the Loudoun County NAACP, brought the issue to the attention of state Sen. Jennifer B. Boysko (D-Fairfax). She introduced the resolution last year, but the Republican-led House Rules Committee tabled it, keeping it from advancing. The reason one member gave: There were too many regrettable stories, and he worried there would be no end to these resolutions.
Thompson described the recent passage of the resolution as an important "first step in addressing health-care disparities."
He said Tucker's story felt personal to him -- not only because it happened in his lifetime but also because his family has been on both sides of the transplant process. His son is a recipient of organ donation, and Thompson's family decided to donate his late granddaughter's organs in hopes of saving others. Thompson told me he has seen how "residual fear" has left many African Americans hesitant to sign up to be organ donors.
"If you ask African Americans, 'Why don't you sign a donor card?' that's going to come up: 'I don't want to go in and have them pull the plug on me in order to use my organs,'" Thompson said. "You're not just talking about something in the past. You're talking about the impact it's having right now, today, on what could be lifesaving things."
Boysko, in a statement she sent to me, described the resolution as "an effort to promote reconciliation with the intent to stop further harm."
The resolution acknowledges not only what happened to Tucker but also other acts committed through the Medical College of Virginia. It notes how practitioners in need of cadavers employed grave robbers to dig up bodies in Black cemeteries, and how an examination of human remains that were discovered during an excavation revealed most were of African descent, and at least nine were children.
Boysko said she and Thompson worked together on the effort and then "sat in shock and anger" when the House Rules Committee refused to pass it. She noted that new leadership is now in place. Del. Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) is the first African American to serve as House Speaker.
"This year, the family of Bruce Tucker was treated with the dignity and respect they deserved and they were able to share his story and accept our apology," Boysko said. "Apologies matter."
She's right. They do. They matter on an individual level, and they matter on a societal level, especially when that society has seen repeatedly how a mistrust of medical systems leads to avoided appointments, missed diagnoses and premature deaths.
Virginia Commonwealth University, which oversees the hospital system that was once known as the Medical College of Virginia, where Tucker ended up on May 24, 1968, issued an apology to Tucker's family after former Richmond journalist Chip Jones wrote a book about the transplant titled "The Organ Thieves: The Shocking Story of the First Heart Transplant in the Segregated South." But the apology felt disingenuous to Tucker's family members, who learned about it through news accounts, and Turner has since called on university officials to take actions that would go toward recognizing her cousin's contribution and addressing racial inequities in the medical field.
When I spoke to Turner recently, she said she has been encouraged by her conversations with university officials. She also described the apology from state lawmakers as "shedding a light where none had been shed before" and expressed hope that it would go toward "building trust and better outcomes."
The apology may have been overdue, but it did not come too late, she said: "It's never too late to do what's right."
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Park Service to remove 158 cherry trees for sea wall project
New cherry trees will be planted around D.C.'s Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park when the project is finished, the Park Service said.
By Michael Ruane | 2024-03-13

Blooming cherry blossoms are illuminated by a camera flash not far from the Tidal Basin on March 20, 2023, in Washington, D.C. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


The National Park Service said Wednesday that it will remove about 300 trees -- including 158 iconic cherry trees -- around the Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park during a three-year project to rehabilitate crumbling sea walls in the area.
The Park Service said in a statement that it sought to minimize the number of trees that needed to be removed for the project. When work is completed, the Park Service said, it will plant 455 trees, including 274 cherry trees.
The Park Service initially said 140 cherry trees were being removed from the Tidal Basin, but later added that eighteen more were being removed from West Potomac Park.
There are about 1,700 Yoshino cherry trees around the Mall, the Park Service says. The lush and delicate pale pink blossoms have been entrancing visitors for more than a century. The first trees arrived as a gift from Japan in 1912.
There will be no construction activity in 2024 that affects Washington's annual National Cherry Blossom Festival, a Park Service statement said. The trees are expected to be close to peak bloom by this weekend and hitting peak early next week. The three-week festival is attended by about 1.5 million people. It runs from March 20 to April 14.
Park Service spokesman Mike Litterst said officials wanted to alert the public now "because we really want to encourage people to get down, see the Tidal Basin, experience peak bloom one last time before there's a couple years of construction fencing, paths being rerouted and things like that."
Construction equipment will be in place for next year's festival, Litterst said.
Among the trees to be removed is a 25-year-old tree on the Tidal Basin nicknamed "Stumpy," for its stunted appearance. It has gained a following in recent years as it continued to bloom despite a less-than-glamorous profile.
"That tree is unfortunately one of the ones that's coming down," Litterst said.
But clippings from Stumpy will be taken to grow other versions that will be planted later around the Tidal Basin, he said.
Litterst said he was not sure how old the other trees slated for removal were. "Some of them we may be able to age when they come down," he said.
He said the trees would be turned into mulch and brought back to the Mall. "The mulch will be placed on the roots of living trees, so they provide some protection and some barriers to all the foot traffic," he said.
"Then as they break down and become soil, they stay in the park and provide nutrients for trees for generations to come," he said in a telephone interview. "This way they literally, in one form or another, live on for years."
The construction of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial required the removal of a handful of cherry trees, but more than 100 new ones were added. The memorial was dedicated in 2011. That part of the Tidal Basin, the north side, won't be impacted by the project, he said.
The Park Service statement Wednesday said the removal of the trees would begin in late May.
The sea walls along the Tidal Basin, site of memorials to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Thomas Jefferson, have been crumbling for decades.
In 2010, a $12.4 million repair project shored up the Jefferson Memorial's poorly supported sea wall.
"Portions of the sea walls have settled as much as five feet since their initial construction from the late 1800s to the early 1900s," the Park Service said. "As a result of the settling and sea level rise, water flows over portions of the sea walls twice a day during normal tidal conditions."
"The sea walls are no longer structurally sound and threaten visitor safety and the historic setting, including the cherry trees around the Tidal Basin," the statement said.
The $113 million project is designed to protect remaining trees and the memorials for the next 100 years, the statement said.
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How English soccer sidelines Black coaches
England's iconic soccer leagues are powered by Black talent. But when it comes to coaching, former players say they face the same discrimination they did on the pitch.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-03-14
LONDON -- Last fall, Sol Campbell made a decision steeped in bittersweet catharsis: He would no longer apply for jobs as a manager in English professional soccer. It was sweet because it provided the Tottenham Hotspur and Arsenal legend a measure of closure to a post-playing career filled with more frustration than joy. Bitter because admitting defeat is not in Campbell's nature.
"I've been pushed into this," he says with a sigh of resignation. Years of getting passed over for one job after another, he adds, "makes me not trust the sport anymore. And I've given so much to the sport."
What's worse, Campbell says, is how many of his Black peers have similar stories to tell -- of authoring storied careers on the pitch, often enduring frequent and visceral racism, only to discover that the hard-earned reverence of the English soccer establishment stops at the palace gates. Many of those peers, like Campbell, have given up on trying to break through.
Now, for the first time, those aspiring Black managers and coaches have the data to back up their claims. According a study commissioned by the advocacy group Black Footballers Partnership and published in 2022, 43 percent of the players in the English Premier League, arguably the world's top professional league, are Black, along with 34 percent of players across the three tiers of the country's mega-popular English Football League. Yet across all four divisions, the group found, only 4.4 percent of managing/coaching jobs and 1.6 percent of executive positions in the game go to Black candidates.
"When it comes to management, we're the forgotten men," Campbell says. "The forgotten men of football."
At 49, still fit and fashionable, Campbell retains the air of English football royalty, which he is. One of the greatest center-backs in the nation's history -- a stalwart of "The Invincibles," Arsenal's storied 2003-04 squad that went undefeated on its way to the Premier League title -- he earned 73 caps for the "Three Lions," as Englanders call their national team, between 1996-2007. When he rises from his chair and stretches his hand out for a firm shake, Campbell appears every bit the physical presence that once prompted Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger to say of him, "It was as if he was indestructible, such a power spread from him."
But since retiring in 2012, Campbell's quest to remain in the game has left him diminished, at least psychologically. His two coaching stints, for financially strapped lower-tier clubs, yielded unsurprising results and were followed by years of rejection. And while he was bumping up against what the BFP calls the sport's "grass ceiling," White peers were getting better initial opportunities, climbing the ladder faster and receiving second and third chances, even after failures.

Campbell managed Macclesfield Town in 2018. (Jan Kruger/Getty Images)


"It takes so much out of your soul, your will to love a sport after being really, really excellent at it," Campbell says. "It's sad. If I had had three or four chances with a good club and a good budget, and I failed miserably, I'd say, 'You know what? Maybe I can't do it.' But I haven't had the opportunities of some of my [White] peers."
Both the demographic math and the outcry will sound familiar to fans of the NFL. Football, the American kind, holds similar sway in the United States as football, the international kind, does over England, and the NFL has grappled for years with accusations of institutional racism for the disparity between Black representation on the field and in the head coaching ranks.
But there are both obvious and subtle differences between the situations, from the histories of the Black diaspora in each country to their distinct demographic makeups to how each sport is governed.
Perhaps most importantly, English football has a national governing body -- the Football Association (FA), which administers England's national teams and retains partial oversight of its professional leagues -- that does not exist in American football. It's a distinction that should -- or at least could -- make it easier to regulate the hiring practices of private companies.
But the FA "has completely refused to use that power," says Stefan Szymanski, a University of Michigan sport management professor and co-author of the influential book, "Soccernomics," who authored the BFP's data report. "And it has far less of an excuse than, say, [NFL Commissioner] Roger Goodell. ... The FA has the power [to mandate]: 'To be a football owner, you have to have a license from the FA. And one of the conditions of having a license is you subscribe to this mandatory [diversity, equality and inclusion] policy.'"
In both England and America, the bottom lines remain the same: Black candidates believe too often they are shut out of coaching and management jobs because of cronyism if not outright racism, leaving the distinct impression their sport values them only for their athleticism and physicality, and not for their intellects.
"We're good enough to be the best on the pitch," Campbell says. "The stats are there. Incredible athletes, beautiful minds, intelligent play, great defenders, goalkeepers, the whole game. But it doesn't translate to managing. Why? We don't have what it takes to be managers? It's sad and crude, and almost archaic."

Campbell (up) was a defender for Arsenal before turning to coaching. (Andrew Yates/AFP/Getty Images)


In an emailed response to questions from The Washington Post, Mark Bullingham, chief executive officer of the FA, acknowledged the slow pace of change, but said the organization's commitment to improving minority representation is "unwavering."
The lack of progress, Bullingham said, "is very disappointing and something we're determined to change within our game." But he added, moving the sport away from the "old recruitment practices that focused on personal networks" -- i.e., cronyism -- is "a longstanding challenge."
Though no definitive accounting exists, the Premier League, which formed in 1992 and is said to be the most-watched sports league in the world, is believed to have seen only 12 Black managers (a role roughly analogous to a head coach in American sports), including two who only served as interims. The NFL, by contrast, will go into the 2024 season having had 28 Black head coaches since 1989, including six currently.
Two of the Premier League's 20 clubs are currently led by Black men, neither of them native Englishmen: Burnley's Vincent Kompany, a native of Belgium, and Nuno Espirito Santo of Nottingham Forest, a native of Portugal. In the three lower leagues that make up the EFL, only four of the 72 clubs at the start of the 2023-24 season had Black managers.
And while Black representation in managing and coaching jobs is in line with the country's overall demographics -- roughly 4 percent of England's population identifies as Black -- it is far below what is represented on the pitch. In the Premier League alone, 225 out of 527 players (43 percent) who appeared in games during the 2020-21 season were Black, according to the BFP. (Since determining how every player in English professional soccer self-identifies by race would be unwieldy to the point of being impossible, the BFP used photos to categorize players by race.)
Richard Masters, chief executive of the Premier League, declined an interview request for this story, and a Premier League spokesman referred a reporter to an earlier statement from Masters acknowledging the disparity and saying, "We need to do more about that... This is a continued priority for us."
The Post also contacted 14 Premier League teams -- including all nine with significant American ownership interests -- seeking interviews with their owners or chief executives. Four responded by declining the requests; the others did not respond.
"It's pretty awful," Clive Betts, a Member of Parliament from the Labour Party representing Sheffield in north-central England, said of the disparity between Black representation on the pitch and on the touch line. "It's a matter of systemic discrimination."
It is a situation ex-footballers such as Campbell are trying to change. In 2021, a group of them, part of a WhatsApp group that got revved up during the pandemic, organized under the umbrella of the BFP. By leveraging media coverage, governmental interests and its own collective voice, the group has managed to thrust the issue into England's national consciousness, at a pivotal time that finds the county's national game at a moment of reckoning.
MANY OF THE BLACK PLAYERS who integrated English soccer in the 1970s and 1980s were the sons of the nation's first wave of Black immigrants from the Caribbean -- labeled the "Windrush Generation." Named for the first passenger ship to arrive at Tilbury Docks in Essex, they were invited from British colonies in the late 1940s and 1950s to help rebuild England after World War II. What they found was a sport that wasn't ready for them.
"People were openly racist," says Chris Ramsey, whose parents immigrated from St. Lucia and whose 13-year pro career began with Brighton & Hove Albion in 1980. "You would hear it on the pitch, in your changing room, in the streets, in the shops -- the N-word. That was normal. You'd get chased by skinheads."
Decades later, with Queens Park Rangers, Ramsey would spend the 2014-15 season as the only Black manager in the Premier League, and only the third in history -- a short-lived stint that so far has failed to lead to another opportunity. Now 61 and unemployed, Ramsey figures he is "putting myself at risk" for speaking out about the lack of opportunities for Black ex-footballers.

Chris Ramsey served as manager of Queens Park Rangers during the 2014-15 season. He was the Premier League's only Black manager that season and only the third in its history. (Richard Heathcote/Getty Images)



Ramsey, 61, played 13 seasons a professional, primarily in England, while being a frequent target of racist comments on and off the field. He and other Black former footballers are pushing for the Premier League clubs to hire more Blacks in leadership positions.  (Christopher Lee/Getty Images)


"Metaphorically," Ramsey says, "I'm still getting chased."
It is a familiar feeling for those of Ramsey's generation.
"We were the first generation of Black players," says Ricky Hill, 64, who, as a star midfielder for Luton Town in the 1980s, helped lift the club to England's First Division (which later rebranded as the Premier League). From ages 6 to 36, he says, he never played for a single Black coach or manager. "And we were the first generation of Black wannabe coaches trying to change the landscape again.
"This fight is so much harder than the first fight. In the first fight, my talent was obvious for those who wanted to look at it. But my talent as a manager is invisible. It's based on perception."
Younger generations have found the landscape as inhospitable as the pioneers.
Michael Johnson, whose 19-year playing career (1991-2009) included a nine-season stint with Premier League club Birmingham City, estimates he spent between 30,000 and 40,000 British pounds (about $38,000 to $50,000) to secure the licenses required to be a top-level professional manager in England -- a lengthy, multitiered process with no real parallel in American sports. He's since applied for more than 50 job openings since 2014. Yet, he says, he's landed only seven or eight interviews, none of which included another Black person among the club representatives who interviewed him. And he's gotten zero job offers.
"I've gotten to the point where I don't apply anymore," Johnson says. "I've been doing this since 2014, and the numbers [of Black managers] haven't changed. I'm still sitting here talking about the same issues. And unless there's some real interventions put in place, I'm probably going to be retired and talking about this same subject 20 years later."

Michael Johnson, whose 19-year playing career (1991-2009) included a nine-season stint with Premier League club Birmingham City, has aspirations to coach in the Premier League. He said he has applied for 50 jobs since 2014 and has not received a single job offer. \ Mandatory Credit: Shaun Botterill /Allsport (Shaun Botterill/Getty Images)


Like others, Johnson, who's now 50, had to take an alternate route to remain in the sport. He first went abroad to manage, a successful stint guiding the national team of Guyana. When that failed to lead to a job in England, he took a position with the FA as a liaison between the English national teams and current professional players.
Ramsey and Hill spent years coaching in overseas pro leagues, too, while Campbell is starting an analytics-focused, online coaching program that he hopes to launch around the 2026 World Cup. None wanted to go those routes, but felt they had no other choice.
"I need a job. I need to work. Money runs out," Campbell says. "I also want to fulfill myself. I don't want to be 80 years old and say, 'Oh, I should have done this or that.' I don't want to let my fire get extinguished by them."
But that fatalism, while understandable, appears to be creating a doom cycle that's difficult to break. The BFP report found that only 14 percent of prospective managers who complete their Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) professional license -- the highest qualification and one necessary to be a manager in the Premier League -- are Black.
Paul Davis, a Black ex-midfielder who spent 16 seasons with Arsenal, tried for nearly a decade to land a full-time managing or coaching job before giving up. In 2016, he joined the FA's coaching development department, helping prospective coaches navigate the licensing process. From his insider's perch, he sees the entire system as "biased against Black players going further in the game."
"It's institutional," Davis, 62, says.
Both Johnson and Davis, as Black men employed by the FA, are measured in how they discuss institutional racism in the English game, and both take the optimistic view that they can do more to effect change from inside the game than from outside.
"The numbers are frightening," Davis says. "I can't just sit back and stay quiet."
One other critical difference between the NFL and English soccer: While the NFL workforce is almost exclusively U.S.-born, nearly two-thirds of Premier League players and a little more than half of EFL players, both Black and White, are foreign born. At least some of them choose to return to their home countries after their playing days are over.
Simon Jordan, the former owner of Crystal Palace and now a leading television and podcast commentator on soccer, argues that makes the BFP's data misleading. The share of Black ex-players who stay in England to pursue coaching, he says, must be significantly smaller than the 43 percent who make up Premier League rosters or the 34 percent in the EFL.

Business man Simon Jordan is with Hull City owner Acun Ilicali during the Sky Bet Championship match Hull City vs Blackpool at MKM Stadium, Hull, United Kingdom, 26th December 2022 (Mark Cosgrove/News Images) in Hull, United Kingdom on 12/26/2022. (Mark Cosgrove/News Images/Sipa USA)(Sipa via AP Images)


"The [discrimination] issue is still there," says Jordan, who is White. "It still needs to be addressed. But when you begin to pare those figures back a little bit, it doesn't become quite as stark."
During his 10-year tenure owning Crystal Palace (now owned by a group that includes Washington Commanders owner Josh Harris), Jordan says he changed managers nine times, drawing by his estimation a total of perhaps 100 applicants -- but not a single one Black.
Meantime, it is believed only one of the 92 clubs that make up the EPL and EFL has Black majority ownership: Burton Albion in League One, owned by insurance magnate Ben Robinson, who is biracial.
"I genuinely don't believe the English game is structurally racist," Jordan says. "I would certainly like to see, and I think most people would like to see, the talent pool of Black players converting into Black coaches. [The issue] is how do you take away the hysteria, how do you take away the ... agendas, and turn it into a grown-up conversation where people can get to the bottom line?"
But those who do see racism as a persistent and systemic problem in English football likewise have no shortage of evidence, even beyond what's contained in the BFP data report, to bolster their case.
Following the final of the 2020 European Football Championship, in which three Black English players -- Marcus Rashford, Jadon Sancho and Bukayo Saka -- missed penalty kicks in a crushing loss to Italy, the players were subjected to racist abuse online and on their social media accounts, prompting condemnation from the FA, then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson and others.
Later that same year, Greg Clarke, the chairman of the FA at the time, was forced to resign after using derogatory language about Black players (whom he referred to as "colored footballers"), south Asian people, LGBTQ people and women in a committee hearing before Parliament.
"It's one and the same story," says Bell Ribeiro-Addy, a Black woman and Member of Parliament (Labour) representing suburban Streatham, south of London. "We're looking at a situation where people are clearly being discriminated against because of the color of their skin. ... It's particularly appalling in sport, because sport has always been meant to be a place of equality."

FILE -- England's Marcus Rashford reacts as he leaves the pitch after a loss in a penalty shootout against Italy at the Euro 2020 soccer championship final at Wembley stadium in London, Sunday, July 11, 2021. Missing penalties in a major international soccer final was bad enough for three Black players, Rashford, Jadon Sancho and Bukayo Saka, who were on England's national team. Being subjected to a torrent of racial abuse on social media in the aftermath made it even worse. (John Sibley/Pool Photo via AP, File)



FILE -- Messages of support attached to a mural of Manchester United striker and England player Marcus Rashford, on the wall of the Coffee House Cafe on Copson Street, in Withington, Manchester, England, Tuesday July 13, 2021. The mural was defaced with abusive graffiti in the wake of England losing the Euro 2020 soccer championship final match to Italy. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)



People take the knee during an anti-racism protest near a mural of Manchester United striker and England player Marcus Rashford, on the wall of the Coffee House Cafe on Copson Street, in Withington, Manchester, England, Tuesday July 13, 2021. The mural was defaced with graffiti in the wake of England losing the Euro 2020 soccer championship final match to Italy. (AP Photo/Jon Super)


WHEN ENGLISH SOCCER decided to confront coaching diversity in 2016, it looked first to the NFL for inspiration, co-opting a controversial and mostly toothless measure in the "Rooney Rule," which mandates interviews for minority candidates for every head coach opening. The EFL extracted even more of its teeth.
The results were perhaps unsurprising. Unlike the NFL, the EFL at first made its version of the Rooney Rule voluntary, with only 10 of its 72 teams signing on for the pilot season of 2016-17. It would be three more years before the league made the rule mandatory. The early versions also contained a massive loophole, allowing exemptions for clubs with only one, pre-identified candidate.
Meanwhile, the Premier League, whose 20 clubs represent the pinnacle of English soccer, has not implemented a version of the Rooney Rule. Instead, it has put in place a series of "schemes," or initiatives, to address the same issues: the Coach Inclusion Diversity Scheme, a developmental program to train prospective coaches; the Professional Player to Coach Scheme, an accelerated program akin to an internship that provides candidates a 23-month placement with a club; and the Player to Executive Pathway Scheme, which provides similar support for players hoping to transition to front-office or executive jobs.

06/03/2024, The Grove Hotel, Watford, Hertfordshire Les Ferdinand, 57, 'a former striker who scored 149 goals (12th all-time) during a 14-year Premier League career and later went on to serve as sporting director (roughly akin to a general manager in the United States) for Queens Park Rangers' on the practice football pitch of The Grove Hotel in Hertfordshire, often home to the England football team when they play at Wembley Stadium. Joshua Bright for The Washington Post (Joshua Bright/Joshua Bright for The Washington Post)


The FA, which oversees both the amateur and professional games, made its first serious foray into the diversity mission in 2020 with the "Football Leadership Diversity Code," featuring hiring targets for diverse candidates across the professional leagues. But the code was voluntary, and only a little more than half of the 92 clubs in the top four divisions signed on.
When the FA released a report in 2022 saying clubs "exceeds targets of hiring Black, Asian and mixed heritage candidates" -- with, for example, minority candidates making up 22 percent of new senior coaching hires -- the news was met with puzzlement by many whose own experiences in the game told a different story. There was a reason for the discrepancy: the FA was only tabulating the data of clubs that signed onto the diversity code and self-reported their figures.
Enter the Black Footballers Partnership, which commissioned its own report, headed by the University of Michigan's Szymanski. It told a different story, accusing the FA of creating "the illusion of diversity" without confronting the underlying issues.
"They claimed their initiative was making progress and being successful," Szymanski says of the FA. "But we went through the numbers, and it was just completely failing."
The FA backtracked, acknowledging in November that it is "falling short."
Bullingham, the CEO of the FA, says the Football Leadership Diversity Code was merely the "beginning." The organization will make the diversity targets and data reporting mandatory beginning with the 2024-25 season, he says, and he vowed to ramp up the FA's efforts to recruit minority job candidates.
"Ultimately, clubs will choose the best person for the role -- and rightly so," Bullingham says, "but by ensuring that we have strong pipelines of talent and that long-term recruitment policies are in place, we will drive change."
The scrutiny on the hiring practices of English clubs has also trickled upward to the leagues and governing bodies themselves. As the BFP frequently points out, neither the FA nor the Premier League has a Black person among its senior executive leadership.
"The FA is supposed to be the pinnacle," says 57-year-old Les Ferdinand, a former striker who scored 149 goals (12th all-time) during a 14-year Premier League career and later went on to serve as sporting director (roughly akin to a general manager in the United States) for Queens Park Rangers. "If you're supposed to be setting an example, you're not setting a very good one."

SOUTHAMPTON, ENGLAND - JANUARY 24: Nathan Jones, Manager of Southampton, speaks with the Sky Sports lineup of Mark Chapman, Les Ferdinand, Francis Benali and Shay Given prior to the Carabao Cup Semi Final 1st Leg match between Southampton and Newcastle United at St Mary's Stadium on January 24, 2023 in Southampton, England. (Michael Steele/Getty Images)


Bullingham says 16 percent of the FA's workforce and 30 percent of its board of directors are from minority backgrounds. "Of course," he says, "we are working to further diversify."
For years, the powers that run English soccer could count on a lack of political wherewithal from the Black coaching community. Whenever a compelling, first-person account of discrimination appeared in a London newspaper, it was destined to be forgotten quickly. The community lacked the size, power and organization to cause much trouble. It also lacked allies.
"It's become so normalized that there would only be three or four or five [Black] managers out of 92 [teams], even among those who understand it's unfair, no one is up in arms about it. It's just part of life," Hill says. "We don't have allies. We have people who are sympathetic. But people who are willing to stand alongside us and take the actions necessary? I don't think we're there."
The formation of the BFP in 2021 was a critical first step. Co-founder Delroy Corinaldi, a former political operative, public-affairs consultant and corporate strategist, has a contacts list full of government officials and members of the soccer media elite, and he has mined both to keep the pressure on the sport's leaders.
English soccer leagues "have the best marketing campaigns around, in effect saying, 'We need to do something,' because they recognize there is an issue: 'No room for racism.' 'Let's kick [racism] out,'" Corinaldi says, citing two slogans used by English leagues to promote inclusion. "What we're asking them to do is to not just recognize [the problem] and bring it into public consciousness through marketing campaigns. We're actually saying, 'Through your policy and procedures, do something.' "

03/03/2024, Hackney Marshes, Hackney borough, London, Middlesex Delroy Corinaldi, Co-founder and Executive Director of Black Footballers Partnership at Hackney Marshes in London (described by Hackney Town Council as 'internationally known as the spiritual home of Sunday league football, with 82 football, rugby and cricket pitches'). Joshua Bright for The Washington Post (Joshua Bright/For The Washington Post)


With the arrival of the BFP, England's Black coaching community, a disparate group spanning generations and ethnic heritages, found a collective voice. Among other things, Corinaldi, a former soccer player who apprenticed in Arsenal's vaunted youth program, has arranged face-to-face meetings for BFP members with high-ranking government officials and soccer leadership, including Bullingham.
The WhatsApp group with Black former players now numbers more than 200, and members frequently post news articles, words of encouragement and the occasional job opening. It has engendered a sense of unity among an otherwise far-flung and loosely bonded group. The next step is harnessing its collective power.
"Do we have the stamina, the staying power?" Ferdinand asks. "It's great to have this group. But how far can we push it?"
LAST NOVEMBER, FROM A THRONE on the floor of Parliament, King Charles III, in his first King's Speech as the British Monarch, broke a significant bit of soccer news: The government would soon appoint an independent regulator for the sport, to "safeguard the future of football clubs for the benefit of communities and fans."
Part of a sweeping Football Governance Bill, the appointment appeared designed to avoid a repeat of the 2021 "Super League" fiasco, in which a proposed breakaway league threatened to upend the Premier League's cultural dominance. But in the eyes of the BFP, the legislation, while primarily focused on economics, also offered a potential mechanism to force English soccer to fix its diversity problem.
"The only time we have seen substantial, practical advances in the last 50 years is with civil rights legislation -- where you actually put it into law," Szymanski said. "Putting regulations and laws in place is the thing that's worked. But that's the thing everyone resists now: 'You can't legislate for equality!' Well, in fact, you can."
Ribeiro-Addy, the Labour Party MP, points out England has "fantastic" equality laws, but the challenge is in enforcing them. A regulator, she says, could "hone it down to specific actions."
"At the end of the day, if you want to operate as a football club within our country, you have to comply with the law," she says. "And if we change the law, that's exactly what they'd have to do."
However, with the bill still to be written, even Ribeiro-Addy doubts there is the political will -- or the votes -- to empower the independent regulator with such wide-ranging, noneconomic powers. The current, unstable political climate in England also adds to the uncertainty
As a result, advocates are pushing for a "holding" clause -- also called a "Henry VIII clause" -- that would allow the regulator's powers to be expanded at some unspecified point in the future when the prevailing political climate would permit it.

FILE -- A Manchester City fan holds an anti-racism banner in the stands during the Champions League Group D soccer match between Manchester City and CSKA Moscow at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, Britain, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013. The manifestation of a deeper societal problem, racism is a decades-old issue in soccer -- predominantly in Europe but seen all around the world -- that has been amplified by the reach of social media and a growing willingness for people to call it out. (AP Photo/Clint Hughes, File)



MANCHESTER, ENGLAND -- DECEMBER 26: A LED board against Racism is seen prior to the Premier League match between Manchester United and Aston Villa at Old Trafford on December 26, 2023 in Manchester, England. (Naomi Baker/Getty Images)


"If we can get that in the bill, it might start to at least concentrate the football powers' minds that is has got to do something," says Betts, the MP from Sheffield. "It would signal to the leagues: 'You're on notice. Something is going to be done if you don't.'"
One potential pathway: Since 2004, English professional soccer has operated under a "fit-and-proper person" test, whereby owners can be disqualified for failing to meet certain financial or conflict-of-interest policies. A diversity requirement, mandating specific targets, could be added to the test.
The FA, in its official response to the proposed Football Governance Bill, recommended the independent regulator endorse the diversity targets and data reporting that the FA will put in place next season. It didn't address the issue of expanding the regulator's power.
Meanwhile, the English soccer establishment is pushing, through both behind-the-scenes and public lobbying, to limit the independent regulator's powers.
"I objected to the independent regulator because I believe in most industries, any regulation and over-governance stifles and kills entrepreneurial and commercial thinking," says Jordan, the former owner of Crystal Palace. "And overregulation emphatically does that."
But the Black ex-footballers agitating for change have already seen what happens when the sport's powers are entrusted with policing their own diversity policies. They have been watching it play out for decades, and they have the mental and emotional scars to prove it. As much as they want to believe things will one day be different, their own experiences tell them not to count on it.
"There's a lot of talk, but there's no policies in place, really," Campbell said. "It's a circle that's not being broken. Different characters talking, but the same outcome: nothing changes. The policies are there. It's all written down. But that, and becoming reality, are a universe apart. And eventually, people like me will run out of time."

SOUTHEND, ENGLAND - DECEMBER 14: A silhouette of Sol Campbell, Manager of Southend United during the Sky Bet League One match between Southend United and Rotherham United at Roots Hall on December 14, 2019 in Southend, England. (James Chance/Getty Images)
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Injury expected to sideline Lionel Messi for Saturday's match at D.C. United
The Argentine superstar suffered an apparent hamstring injury in Inter Miami's victory over Nashville in the Concacaf Champions Cup on Wednesday night.
By Steven Goff | 2024-03-14

Coach Gerardo Martino consoles Lionel Messi after the Argentine superstar left Inter Miami's Concacaf Champions Cup match with an apparent hamstring injury early in the second half Wednesday. (Chris Arjoon / AFP via Getty Images)


Lionel Messi is probably going to miss Inter Miami's match against D.C. United on Saturday at Audi Field after suffering an apparent hamstring injury Wednesday night, Miami Coach Gerardo Martino said.
After recording a goal and an assist in the first half of a 3-1 home victory over Nashville SC in the Concacaf Champions Cup, the Argentine superstar departed in the 50th minute.
Martino told reporters at Chase Stadium in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., that he does not expect Messi to be available for the game in Washington -- Messi's first scheduled visit to Audi Field since joining MLS last summer. MLS teams must submit their injury report by 5 p.m. on Friday.
He came out of Wednesday's game because "we didn't want to take any risks," Martino said, according to the Miami Herald. "We wanted to see if he could hang on a bit more, but it was bothering him so we preferred to take him out of the game."
Martino described the injury as a mild strain in the right hamstring.
His absence in D.C. would undoubtedly disappoint fans who paid top dollar for tickets. Initially, seats to the Miami game were available only through season ticket packages and other premium offerings.
Season-ticket holders paid more for the Miami match than other games. One fan told The Washington Post that his seat on the second level was priced between $43 and $48 for each of 16 home games and $150 for Miami.
Messi, who will turn 37 this summer, missed Sunday's regular season match against Montreal after being listed as questionable with a shin injury. He played every minute of the first three league matches, posting three goals and an assist, and logged all 90 minutes in the first leg of the Champions Cup series with Nashville last week.
Fatigue and injuries took a toll late last season when Messi missed multiple games.
Messi is scheduled to join his World Cup champion national team next week for friendlies against El Salvador on March 22 in Philadelphia and Costa Rica on March 26 in Los Angeles. Those games are part of Argentina's preparations for defending its Copa America title this summer.
MLS does not always pause for international windows, so even if he's healthy, Messi will miss Miami's away match against the New York Red Bulls on March 24. He will also miss several games while on Copa America duty, starting in June.
United's away game against Messi and Miami is May 18.
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NCAA tournament bracketology: A massive day for major teams on the bubble
Selection Sunday is three days away, major conference tournaments are heating up, and NCAA tournament bubble teams are making their final statements.
By Patrick Stevens | 2024-03-14
None of the obvious borderline candidates played their way out of the NCAA tournament Wednesday.
Not Wake Forest. Not Providence. Not New Mexico. And not Villanova (though heaven knows the Wildcats tried).
With no glaring missteps, the projected field of 68 doesn't look much different from the past few days. (Montana State swapping spots with rival Montana after earning an 85-70 victory in the Big Sky title game is an exception.)
Today's schedule, however, could lead to much more movement.
Big Ten second round: Michigan State vs. Minnesota (noon, Big Ten Network)
Michigan State's metrics -- as well as its victories over Baylor, Illinois and edge-of-the-field darling Indiana State -- mean it probably isn't falling out of the field. But getting nudged into play-in territory? That's in play for the Spartans (18-13) if they lose to Minnesota (18-13).
Bracket impact: More of a seeding and slotting concern than inclusion for Michigan State, which hasn't done anything terrible (and losing to the top-100 Golden Gophers in Minneapolis wouldn't count as terrible).
SEC second round: Mississippi State vs. LSU (1 p.m., SEC Network)
Mississippi State (19-12) isn't falling out of the field, but there's a slight chance it could slip to Dayton. They won their only matchup with the Tigers (17-14) during the regular season, a 20-point rout in Baton Rouge on Feb. 24.
Bracket impact: A game with an impact only for those trying to figure out who will be in play-in territory. Mississippi State met that fate last year (and then lost to Pitt), which makes the Bulldogs a good candidate to care about such things.
American Athletic second round: Memphis vs. Wichita State (approx. 2:30 p.m., ESPNU)
Dotting some I's and crossing some T's by including Memphis (22-9), which is a commendable 6-6 against the top two quadrants but also has a Quad 4 loss at home to Rice to answer for. The Tigers open play in the AAC tournament against the 14-18 Shockers.
Bracket impact: Nothing yet, but Memphis has won four of five to at least earn fringy status.
ACC quarterfinal: Pittsburgh vs. Wake Forest (approx. 2:30, ESPN2)
The juiciest game for bracket-related purposes at the ACC tournament features the fifth-seeded Demon Deacons (20-12) facing fourth-seeded Pitt (21-10). Wake Forest never trailed Wednesday in a 72-59 defeat of Notre Dame. It sure has the look of an NCAA tournament eliminator game for both teams.
Bracket impact: Winner to Dayton? Maybe. But both could have more work to do even with a victory. That holds especially for Pitt, which has to answer for a nonconference schedule ranked 342nd.
Big East quarterfinal: Seton Hall vs. St. John's (approx. 2:30, Fox Sports 1)
Seton Hall (20-11) has done a lot for a team with relatively modest metrics -- wins against Connecticut and Marquette chief among them. It can stand out even more by taking a third matchup with the Red Storm (19-12), which owns exactly one victory over the projected field. This, along with Pitt/Wake Forest, is one of the few games this week when both teams are battling for their postseason hopes.
Bracket impact: The winner improves its chances of getting in, and Seton Hall probably won't have to sweat come Sunday if it does. The loser has a long wait until the field of 68 is unveiled.
Big Ten second round: Iowa vs. Ohio State (6:30, BTN)
The Big Ten's sleeper team (at least for a stealth at-large push) is whichever one wins this game. Iowa (18-13) would have been quite close to cracking the field had it upended Illinois on Sunday. The Hawkeyes didn't, but a win against the Buckeyes (19-12) would give them another shot at the Fighting Illini. As for Ohio State, it's closer to the edge of the field than you'd expect for a team that fired its coach last month.
Bracket impact: The conversation gets a little interesting for the winner only if it is followed by a victory over Illinois on Friday.
Big 12 quarterfinal: Kansas State vs. Iowa State (7, ESPN2)
Kansas State had lost nine of 11 to seemingly fall out of the at-large picture. The Wildcats (19-13) then beat Iowa State to close the regular season and Texas to open the Big 12 tournament. K-State doesn't have the greatest set of team sheet metrics, but now it owns a high-end victory away from home and warrants a reappraisal. The initial verdict: Beating Iowa State (24-7) is probably a necessity.
Bracket impact: Kansas State has no bad losses and a 5-7 record in Quad 1 games. The Wildcats would become a sneaky candidate for a trip to Dayton if they can trip up Iowa State for a second huge victory in as many days.
Big East quarterfinal: Providence vs. Creighton (7, Fox Sports 1)
Providence took a pass/fail test in the first round Wednesday. It passed, dismissing Georgetown, 74-56, in a game that did nothing to improve its resume. Beating Creighton for a second time this season, this time on a neutral court? Now that would help the Friars (20-12) a great deal.
Bracket impact: If Providence wants to distinguish itself this week, this is its chance. The Friars have no bad losses and a 5-8 record in Quad 1 games. They're a classic borderline team, and this is the chance to change that.
SEC second round: Texas A&M vs. Mississippi (7, SEC Network)
Mississippi (20-11) has lost eight of 10 to fade from at-large contention, but it can finish off Texas A&M's tournament hopes. The Aggies (18-13) have a colorful resume that includes an 11-9 record in games against the top two Quadrants (including wins over Tennessee, Iowa State and Kentucky), but they've also scattered four Quad 3 losses into the mix.
Bracket impact: Texas A&M could be one of the tougher teams to evaluate, but it would get a lot easier to do so if it loses to Mississippi.
Atlantic 10 quarterfinal: Dayton vs. Duquesne (approx. 7:30, USA)
Third-seeded Dayton (24-6) can actually help create space in the field by winning the Atlantic 10 tournament because no one else in the league has a viable shot at an at-large bid. They'll need to win three games in four days, starting with a matchup against sixth-seeded Duquesne (21-11).
Bracket impact: Teams right on the cut line will be rooting for Dayton to plow its way through the bracket in Brooklyn.
ACC quarterfinal: Virginia vs. Boston College (approx. 9:30, ESPN)
Third-seeded Virginia (22-9) is the last team out of 15 to take the floor in the ACC tournament. Boston College (19-14) has already won twice, including a 76-55 throttling of Clemson in Wednesday's second round. The Cavaliers might have been able to withstand a loss to Clemson. They probably can't do the same against the much-improved Eagles.
Bracket impact: Virginia might be facing a win-and-get-in situation. It would be wise to handle its business against the Eagles.
Big 12 quarterfinal: Cincinnati vs. Baylor (approx. 9:30, ESPN2)
Cincinnati, the No. 11 seed, crushed shorthanded Kansas on Wednesday to keep its faint at-large hopes alive. The Bearcats (20-13) and their stingy defense will be tested by third-seeded Baylor (22-9), which owns the most efficient offense in Big 12 play according to KenPom.com.
Bracket impact: Another win would help Cincinnati apply some pressure to the committee, but it is still a team with a 4-10 record in Quadrant 1 games and a pair of Quadrant 3 losses. Simply getting to the Big 12 semifinals probably won't get the job done.
Big East quarterfinal: Villanova vs. Marquette (approx. 9:30, Fox Sports 1)
Sixth-seeded Villanova (18-14) survived -- barely -- against 3-29 DePaul in Wednesday's triple-header nightcap at Madison Square Garden. If a team needs a late three-pointer to escape, 58-57, against the lowly Blue Demons, it isn't making a great impression. Know what would? Beating third-seeded Marquette (23-8), which swept a pair of meetings from the Wildcats in January.
Bracket impact: Villanova's tournament hopes hinge on winning this game.
Pac-12 quarterfinal: Colorado vs. Utah (approx. 11:30, Fox Sports 1)
Without much wiggle room, third-seeded Colorado (22-9) has rattled off six victories in a row to work its way into a good position. The Buffaloes will face sixth-seeded Utah (19-13), which ripped Arizona State late Wednesday and is a fringy -- at best -- at-large candidate.
Bracket impact: Utah needs a deeper run than the Pac-12 quarterfinals. But that could be enough for Colorado, especially if it runs into Washington State in the semifinals.
Mountain West quarterfinal: New Mexico vs. Boise State (approx. 11:30, CBS Sports Network)
New Mexico (23-9) had dropped six of 10 before clobbering Air Force, 82-56, on Wednesday. But the Lobos could use a victory away from Albuquerque against a surefire tournament team to pair with its Feb. 13 triumph at Nevada. Facing Boise State (22-9) provides that sort of opportunity.
Bracket impact: Quite possibly a make-or-break game for the Lobos' postseason chances.
Last four included: Virginia, Colorado, New Mexico, Indiana State
First four on the outside: St. John's, Providence, Wake Forest, Pitt
Next four on the outside: Texas A&M, Villanova, Iowa, Cincinnati
Moving in: Montana State
Moving out: Montana
Conference call: Big 12 (9), SEC (7), Big Ten (6), Mountain West (6), ACC (4), Big East (4), Pac-12 (3), American Athletic (2), Atlantic 10 (2), Missouri Valley (2), West Coast (2)
Bracket projection: Midwest vs. West; East vs. South

Isaiah Stevens and Colorado State appear to be in good shape heading into the Mountain West quarterfinals. (Carson Field/The Gazette/AP)


Indianapolis
(1) BIG TEN/Purdue vs. (16) SWAC/Grambling-NORTHEAST/Wagner winner
(8) Gonzaga vs. (9) Colorado State
Spokane, Wash.
(5) Texas Tech vs. (12) SUN BELT/James Madison
(4) Auburn vs. (13) BIG WEST/UC Irvine
Memphis
(3) Baylor vs. (14) OHIO VALLEY/Morehead State
(6) Dayton vs. (11) Indiana State-Virginia winner
Indianapolis
(7) Boise State vs. (10) Mississippi State
(2) Creighton vs. (15) CONFERENCE USA/Sam Houston
Colorado State should be clear of getting shipped to Dayton after defeating San Jose State in the first round of the Mountain West tournament. The Rams get Nevada in Thursday's quarterfinals. ... Could a deep Big 12 tournament run push Texas Tech up to the No. 4 line? Possibly. The Red Raiders have to contend with Brigham Young in the event's 4/5 game on Thursday. ...
It's total wait-and-see mode at Indiana State, which is in the clubhouse at 28-6. The Sycamores would be an obvious winner if the bulk of the edge-of-the-field teams sputter over the next two days. ... Creighton is not permitted to play on its home floor in the opening weekend, so it won't be staying in Omaha. Indianapolis is the next closest subregional to the Bluejays' campus.

Montana State secured its third straight NCAA tournament berth when it won the Big Sky championship game Wednesday night. (Kyle Green/AP)


Charlotte
(1) ACC/North Carolina vs. (16) BIG SKY/Montana State-MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC/Norfolk State winner
(8) Florida vs. (9) Texas Christian
Spokane, Wash.
(5) WEST COAST/Saint Mary's vs. (12) AMERICAN ATHLETIC/South Florida
(4) Illinois vs. (13) SOUTHERN/Samford
Pittsburgh
(3) Kansas vs. (14) HORIZON/Oakland
(6) San Diego State vs. (11) IVY/Princeton
Charlotte
(7) Washington State vs. (10) Michigan State
(2) SEC/Tennessee vs. (15) PATRIOT/Colgate
Montana State hadn't won three games in a row all season heading into the Big Sky tournament, then did so over a three-day period to lock up its third NCAA berth in a row. The Bobcats (17-17) will make their sixth all-time NCAA tournament trip, and their .500 record and uninspiring metrics make them a prime candidate to go to Dayton. ... South Florida doesn't rank in the top 50 of any of the five team sheet metrics, it played only one Quad 1 game (a one-point win at Memphis) and it lost at home to Maine (NET of 235) and Central Michigan (258). The Bulls are an awesome story, but they need to win the American Athletic to get in. ...
Maybe Illinois or Kentucky can scoot by Kansas for the last No. 3 seed after the Jayhawks went one-and-done in the Big 12 tournament. But if the committee assumes the Jayhawks will get Hunter Dickinson and Kevin McCullar back next week, it's hard to overlook Kansas's body of work. The Jayhawks will probably end up somewhere between 11 and 14 on the S-curve come Sunday night. ... Colgate will make its seventh NCAA tournament appearance after polishing off its fifth Patriot League tournament title in the past six years.

Texas may have knocked itself down a seed line when it lost to Kansas State in the Big 12 tournament Wednesday. (Jay Biggerstaff/Getty Images)


Brooklyn
(1) BIG EAST/Connecticut vs. (16) BIG SOUTH/Longwood
(8) Texas vs. (9) Northwestern
Salt Lake City
(5) Brigham Young vs. (12) WESTERN ATHLETIC/Grand Canyon
(4) Alabama vs. (13) SOUTHLAND/McNeese State
Pittsburgh
(3) Duke vs. (14) MID-AMERICAN/Toledo
(6) Wisconsin vs. (11) Colorado-New Mexico winner
Omaha
(7) South Carolina vs. (10) Seton Hall
(2) Iowa State vs. (15) SUMMIT/South Dakota State
Texas has nothing to fear about getting into the tournament, but losing one 7/10 game (to Kansas State in the Big 12 tournament Wednesday) diminishes its chances of making another (in the NCAA tournament). ... Former Louisiana State coach Will Wade has McNeese State back in the tournament for the first time since 2002 after the Cowboys (30-3) posted a pair of blowouts on their home floor to win the Southland. McNeese will make its third all-time tournament trip. ...
Duke looks like a solid No. 3 seed. Even maxing out against the best possible remaining opponents at the ACC tournament (N.C. State, Virginia and North Carolina) probably won't lift the Blue Devils' resume into the top eight. ... The deeper South Carolina (25-6) goes in the SEC tournament, the more curious its NCAA seeding becomes. The Gamecocks do well on result-based metrics but are barely in the top 50 in predictive metrics. They'll face Arkansas on Thursday.

Johnell Davis and Florida Atlantic can help another bubble team make the field if the Owls win the American Athletic Conference championship. (Scott Audette/AP)


Memphis
(1) BIG 12/Houston vs. (16) ATLANTIC SUN/Stetson
(8) Nebraska vs. (9) Florida Atlantic
Brooklyn
(5) MOUNTAIN WEST/Utah State vs. (12) ATLANTIC 10/Richmond
(4) Kentucky vs. (13) AMERICA EAST/Vermont
Omaha
(3) Marquette vs. (14) COASTAL/College of Charleston
(6) Clemson vs. (11) MISSOURI VALLEY/Drake
Salt Lake City
(7) Nevada vs. (10) Oklahoma
(2) PAC-12/Arizona vs. (15) METRO ATLANTIC/Quinnipiac
Florida Atlantic, like Dayton, is a team borderline NCAA teams will be rooting for this weekend because the Owls could effectively give an at-large bid back to the field if they win the American Athletic tournament. The Owls don't take the court until Friday; they'll face North Texas or Tulane. ... Vermont is a victory over U-Mass. Lowell on Saturday away from its fifth America East tournament title in the past eight years. It will be the Catamounts' 21st conference tournament game in that span, with all of them played at home because the America East awards games to the highest seed and Vermont has largely dominated. ...
Clemson's loss in the nightcap of the ACC tournament's second round bumps the Tigers down a line. They'll head into the NCAA tournament having dropped three of four. ... Oklahoma projects as the last team in the field to avoid Dayton. The Sooners' profile -- not a ton of great victories but no awful losses -- looks a bit like Virginia's, and the Cavaliers are knocking on the door of avoiding the play-in round.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/03/14/ncaa-tournament-bracketology/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage
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NFL free agency tracker: League to review Cousins, Barkley deals for tampering
NFL teams proposed several rule changes. The Lions extended Dan Campbell. Plus a whole lot of free agency moves.
By Mark Maske, Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-03-14

The Falcons introduced Kirk Cousins on Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


The NFL will review the Atlanta Falcons' dealings with quarterback Kirk Cousins and the Philadelphia Eagles' interactions with running back Saquon Barkley as they relate to the league's tampering rules.
A person familiar with the situation confirmed the review Thursday, adding that the league regularly reviews such matters.
Based on previous cases, the Falcons and Eagles would be subject to potential penalties, including fines and the loss of draft choices, if they are found to have violated the tampering rules.
"Due to the NFL's review, we are unable to provide information or have additional comment," the Falcons said in a statement issued through a spokesman. The Eagles did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Under NFL rules, teams are permitted to contact and negotiate prospective deals with agents of players from other teams who are eligible for unrestricted free agency during the two-day negotiating period that began Monday at noon Eastern time and lasted until Wednesday at 4 p.m.
Teams are prohibited from having direct contact with those players during that period, unless the players represent themselves. Both Cousins and Barkley are represented by agents.
Any deals that teams lined up with free agents from other teams could not be official until 4 p.m. Wednesday, the start of the new league year. Those rules do not apply to teams re-signing their own free agent players or to players who are available after being released by their teams.
Media outlets reported Cousins's four-year, $180 million deal with the Falcons and Barkley's three-year, $37.75 million deal with the Eagles on Monday, and the teams announced the deals Wednesday. The Falcons held an introductory news conference Wednesday in Flowery Branch, Ga., for Cousins, who left the Minnesota Vikings after six seasons. Barkley left the New York Giants after six seasons.
Cousins spoke during Wednesday's news conference about Falcons tight end Kyle Pitts recruiting him to the team for weeks (which would not necessarily violate tampering rules) and about being in contact with a member of the Falcons' training staff. According to ESPN, the Eagles denied having impermissible contact with Barkley after Barkley's former college coach at Penn State, James Franklin, was quoted speaking about a "sales pitch" by Eagles General Manager Howie Roseman to Barkley.
The NFL fined the Kansas City Chiefs $250,000 and stripped the team of third- and sixth-round draft picks in 2016 for, according to the league, violating tampering rules with wide receiver Jeremy Maclin during the previous year's free agent negotiating window. The league also fined Chiefs Coach Andy Reid $75,000 and John Dorsey, then the team's general manager, $25,000.
The league suspended Miami Dolphins owner Stephen Ross, fined him $1.5 million and stripped the team of first- and third-round draft choices in 2022 after finding that Ross and the Dolphins committed tampering violations involving quarterback Tom Brady and coach Sean Payton. But the Dolphins case did not relate directly to the free agent negotiating period.
The Falcons have agreed to trade quarterback Desmond Ridder to the Arizona Cardinals for wide receiver Rondale Moore, a person with knowledge of the agreement confirmed Thursday.
Ridder made 17 starts for the Falcons over his first two NFL seasons, including 13 last season. The Falcons signed Cousins to become their starter. Ridder becomes the backup to Kyle Murray in Arizona.
Moore had 40 catches for 352 yards and one touchdown last season. He had 135 catches for 1,201 yards and three touchdowns for the Cardinals over his three NFL seasons.
The Detroit Lions, coming off a season in which they reached the NFC championship game, have extended the contracts of Coach Dan Campbell and General Manager Brad Holmes.
The extensions run through the 2027 season, the team announced Thursday.
"We are thrilled to have Brad and Dan under contract for the next four seasons," Lions owner Sheila Ford Hamp said in a statement. "They have been the driving force behind the rebuild of our football team and the success that we have enjoyed. The continuity they provide for our football program will continue to be the key to our future success on the field."
The NFL released the rule-change proposals submitted by individual teams. Perhaps most notably, the Eagles are proposing the fourth-and-20 alternative to the onside kick. A team could retain possession of the ball by converting a fourth-and-20 offensive play from its own 20-yard line. Similar proposals have been unsuccessful in the past.
The Indianapolis Colts are proposing that any foul called by the on-field officials could be reviewable by instant replay, either through a team's challenge or via a booth-initiated replay in the final two minutes. The Lions are proposing that a team be awarded a third instant replay challenge in a game if it is successful on at least one of its first two challenges (instead of both).
The Pittsburgh Steelers are proposing to move the NFL trade deadline to the Tuesday after the Week 9 games. Six teams are jointly proposing to move the trade deadline to the Tuesday after the Week 10 games. The Buffalo Bills are proposing to allow teams to have a third standard practice squad elevation each week by which a quarterback who is on a team's practice squad could be designated as its emergency third quarterback on game day. The Eagles are proposing to require stadium game clocks to display tenths of a second during the final minute of each half.
The rule-change proposals by individual teams will be presented to the franchise owners at the annual league meeting later this month in Orlando, along with the pending proposals by the NFL competition committee expected to relate to the kickoff, a ban on hip-drop tackles and perhaps intentional grounding and an electronic system to measure first downs.
Quarterback Joe Flacco didn't have to wait until more than halfway through the season to find a job this time.
Flacco, the reigning NFL comeback player of the year, has agreed to a one-year contract with the Colts in free agency, according to a person familiar with the negotiations.
The deal is worth as much as $8.7 million and includes $4.5 million in guaranteed money, according to that person.
Flacco is slated to back up second-year quarterback Anthony Richardson in Indianapolis. Richardson had his rookie season cut short when he underwent shoulder surgery. Gardner Minshew, who took over as the Colts' starter last season in Richardson's absence, exited for a deal in free agency with the Las Vegas Raiders.

Joe Flacco revived his career last season with the Browns. (David J. Phillip/AP)


The Browns did not re-sign Flacco, opting to strike a deal with free agent Jameis Winston to back up Deshaun Watson.
Flacco, 39, had said that he did not intend to retire as long as he was wanted by a team. His performance certainly merited a roster spot somewhere. He sat out more than half of the 2023 season before joining the Browns in November, then helped them to reach the AFC playoffs by throwing for 1,616 yards and 13 touchdowns in his five regular season starts.
The Las Vegas Raiders officially moved on Wednesday from quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo, releasing him on the formal opening day of the NFL's free agent market.
The move, which had been widely expected, was announced by the Raiders soon after the NFL's new league year began Wednesday afternoon, at which point free agent deals and trades also could become official.
The Raiders turned to then-rookie Aidan O'Connell as their starter at quarterback during the 2023 season. They have agreed to a contract with free agent Gardner Minshew to vie with O'Connell for the starting job next season. They also possess the 13th overall pick in next month's draft.
Garoppolo, 32, becomes a free agent and will seek his fourth NFL team after stints with the New England Patriots, San Francisco 49ers and Raiders. He will miss the first two games of next season under a suspension for violating the NFL's policy on banned performance-enhancing substances.
Garoppolo made six starts last season after signing a three-year, $72.75 million free agent contract with the Raiders last offseason. The deal temporarily reunited Garoppolo with Josh McDaniels, then the Raiders coach and formerly the Patriots offensive coordinator. The Raiders fired McDaniels in November and promoted Antonio Pierce from linebackers coach to interim head coach. Team owner Mark Davis hired Pierce in January as the full-time head coach.
The Raiders also released quarterback Brian Hoyer, wide receiver Hunter Renfrow and defensive tackle Jerry Tillery on Wednesday. Renfrow, a Pro Bowler in 2021, had 25 catches for 255 yards last season.
The New York Jets are fortifying their offensive line ahead of quarterback Aaron Rodgers's return from his Achilles' tendon injury.
They have agreed to a trade with the Baltimore Ravens that will send offensive tackle Morgan Moses to the Jets, a person familiar with the discussions confirmed. The deal can be official at 4 p.m. Eastern time Wednesday, when the new league year begins. It reportedly involves a swap of fourth-round draft choices between the teams, with the Ravens also expected to receive a sixth-round pick.
Moses is likely to be the Jets' starter at right tackle. He returns to the Jets after spending the 2021 season with them. He made 31 starts for the Ravens over the past two seasons. Moses began his NFL career in Washington.
The Jets previously agreed to a deal with guard John Simpson, also from the Ravens, in free agency. Rodgers missed all but the opening offensive series of the Jets' 2023 season. He resumed practicing late in the season but did not play in any further games.
He is under consideration to be the running mate of independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. The Jets and Rodgers's representatives did not respond to messages Tuesday seeking comment about the potential for Rodgers to be Kennedy's choice as the candidate for vice president.
Free agent wide receiver Calvin Ridley, widely believed to have been choosing between re-signing with the Jacksonville Jaguars or signing with the Patriots, instead agreed to a lucrative deal with the Tennessee Titans.
Ridley's agreement with the Titans was confirmed by a person with knowledge of the matter. His four-year deal reportedly is worth $92 million, including $50 million in guaranteed money. He had 76 catches for 1,016 yards and eight touchdowns last season for the Jaguars following being suspended by the NFL for the entire 2022 season after the league determined that he bet on NFL games in 2021 as a member of the Falcons while away from the team.

Calvin Ridley signed with the Titans. (Wade Payne/AP)


Free agent quarterback Mason Rudolph also agreed to a deal with the Titans, according to a person familiar with the negotiations. Rudolph leaves Pittsburgh after four seasons with the Steelers. He made four starts last season, including one during the AFC playoffs. But he moves on after the Steelers agreed to a one-year, $1.21 million contract with Russell Wilson to vie with Kenny Pickett for their starting job. Rudolph joins a quarterback mix in Tennessee that includes Will Levis, who made nine starts last season as a rookie.
The Titans also agreed to a deal to re-sign kicker Nick Folk.
The Falcons officially announced their signing of Cousins, their new quarterback, on Wednesday, and held his introductory news conference.
"I have a vision of where we can go," Cousins said. "But you don't get there tomorrow."
The trades and free agent deals that NFL teams had lined up in recent days became official following the start of the new league year at 4 p.m. Eastern time Wednesday.
Teams announced many of their additions. The Baltimore Ravens announced their deal with running back Derrick Henry. The Eagles announced their contract agreement with tailback Saquon Barkley. The Vikings announced their deal with quarterback Sam Darnold.
One free agent had a last-minute change of heart. Linebacker Eric Kendricks reportedly agreed to a deal with the Dallas Cowboys after earlier reports that he planned to sign with the San Francisco 49ers.
The Steelers and Carolina Panthers announced their trade involving wide receiver Dionte Johnson. The Steelers sent Johnson and a seventh-round draft pick to the Panthers for cornerback Donte Jackson and a sixth-round selection.
The Cincinnati Bengals announced that they'd agreed to trade tailback Joe Mixon to the Houston Texans. It initially had been believed that the Bengals, after lining up a deal with free agent running back Zack Moss, would release Mixon. Instead, they were able to work out a trade, although the Bengals did not specify what they will receive from the Texans.
The Cleveland Browns have a new backup quarterback after lining up a one-year deal with free agent Jameis Winston. That left Joe Flacco, the reigning NFL comeback player of the year, out of a job, at least for a little while.
The Browns' agreement with Winston was confirmed by a person familiar with the situation.
Winston will back up Deshaun Watson, whose second season with the Browns was cut short by a shoulder injury suffered during a November game in Baltimore. This will be Winston's third NFL team. The former No. 1 pick in the NFL draft by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers spent the past four seasons with the New Orleans Saints.
The veteran quarterback market is dwindling. Flacco and Mason Rudolph have new deals but Ryan Tannehill remains available in unrestricted free agency. The Chicago Bears have not yet traded Justin Fields. The Jets have granted Zach Wilson permission to seek a trade.
The Los Angeles Chargers released wide receiver Mike Williams to address their salary cap crunch.
The move, which the team confirmed Wednesday, saves the Chargers about $20 million against the salary cap, even with him still counting more than $12 million against their cap. It also makes Williams one of the top wideouts available. He had two 1,000-yard receiving seasons in seven years with the Chargers.
Williams's release puts the Chargers in salary cap compliance. But they probably will have to make further moves to provide roster flexibility. NFL teams caught a break when the salary cap increased a record $30.6 million, from $224.8 million per team last season to $255.4 million next season. Even so, the Chargers were over the cap and needed to get into compliance. It was an unwelcome roster-construction predicament for their new general manager, Joe Hortiz, and new head coach, Jim Harbaugh.
Four Chargers players -- Williams and fellow wideout Keenan Allen and pass rushers Joey Bosa and Khalil Mack -- were to count a combined $142.3 million against next season's salary cap, before Williams's release. That all but necessitated the Chargers trade or release at least one of them.
The San Francisco 49ers released defensive lineman Arik Armstead.
The team announced the move Wednesday afternoon, shortly after the start of the new league year. The 49ers reportedly had been unable to agree with Armstead on a restructured contract for him to remain with the team. Armstead becomes a free agent after nine seasons with the Niners.
Earlier Wednesday, the 49ers agreed to a reworked contract with eight-time Pro Bowl fullback Kyle Juszczyk.
The Ravens are fortifying their backfield considerably. They are set to add Derrick Henry, the bulldozing former two-time NFL rushing champion for the Titans, in free agency.
Henry is expected to sign a two-year contract with the Ravens, a person familiar with the deliberations confirmed Tuesday. The deal reportedly is worth $16 million, including $9 million in guaranteed money; it has a maximum potential value of $20 million.
Henry, 30, leaves the Titans after eight seasons in which he rushed for 9,502 yards and 90 touchdowns on 2,030 carries. He is a four-time Pro Bowl selection and was the NFL's offensive player of the year during a 2020 season in which he ran for 2,027 yards and 17 touchdowns. He led the league in carries four times and in rushing touchdowns twice.
He confirmed his free agent destination with a social media post Tuesday referring to the Ravens and their fans as "Flock Nation." Henry joins quarterback Lamar Jackson, who won his second league MVP award last season, as the Ravens attempt to reach a Super Bowl after losing the AFC championship game at home in January to the Chiefs. Jackson was the Ravens' leading rusher last season with 821 yards.
The free agent market has been active for running backs. Saquon Barkley agreed to a deal with the Eagles. He replaced D'Andre Swift, who lined up a contract agreement with the Bears. Josh Jacobs agreed to a deal with the Green Bay Packers and displaced Aaron Jones, who was released and landed with the Vikings. Tony Pollard agreed to a contract with the Titans. Austin Ekeler joined the Washington Commanders.
And now Henry has found a new home in Baltimore.
Standout pass rusher Danielle Hunter has agreed to a two-year, $49 million contract with the Texans. He will leave the Vikings via unrestricted free agency.
Hunter's deal includes $48 million in guaranteed money; its maximum value is $51 million. The contract terms were confirmed Tuesday by a person familiar with the negotiations.
Hunter had 87.5 sacks in his eight seasons with the Vikings, including a career-best 16.5 last season. He is a four-time Pro Bowl selection. He grew up in Katy, Tex., near Houston.
Linebacker Patrick Queen is set to sign with the Steelers, a person familiar with the matter confirmed Tuesday.
Queen will leave the Ravens via unrestricted free agency to sign with their AFC North rival. He told ESPN he plans to sign a three-year, $41 million contract.
The Steelers get a productive and versatile linebacker. Queen had 3.5 sacks and was credited with 133 tackles last season for the Ravens while being selected to his first career Pro Bowl.
It is the second significant addition of free agency for the Steelers after they lined up a one-year, $1.21 million deal with nine-time Pro Bowl quarterback Russell Wilson, pending his release by the Denver Broncos becoming official.
Jordan Poyer agreed to a deal with the Dolphins, according to a person familiar with the deliberations.
The veteran safety remains in the AFC East after being released by the Bills.
Poyer spent seven seasons with the Bills after previous stints with the Eagles and Browns. He was an all-pro selection in the 2021 season and a Pro Bowl pick in 2022.
The Vikings are replacing Cousins with Sam Darnold, potentially.
The Vikings have lined up a deal in free agency with Darnold, the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NFL draft by the Jets who spent last season as a backup with the San Francisco 49ers. A person familiar with the deliberations confirmed the contract agreement Tuesday.
The deal reportedly is for one year and is worth $10 million. It comes after the Vikings failed to re-sign Cousins, who agreed Monday to a four-year, $180 million contract with the Falcons on the opening day of the NFL's free agent negotiating period.
Darnold could replace Cousins as the Vikings' starter. Or he could vie for the starting job with a rookie quarterback not yet on the roster. The Vikings possess the 11th pick in next month's NFL draft. Either way, the team has moved to solidify the position in the aftermath of Cousins's exit.
Darnold made one start last season for the 49ers while backing up Brock Purdy. He has made 56 starts over six NFL seasons for the Jets, Carolina Panthers and Niners.
The Vikings also bolstered their backfield by agreeing Tuesday to a deal with tailback Aaron Jones, whom the Packers released Monday after he reportedly declined to accept a pay cut.
The Packers, unable to agree to a revised contract with Jones, replaced him at running back with Jacobs, the former NFL rushing champion for the Raiders.
Jones now lands quickly with the Packers' NFC North rival. His agreement with the Vikings was confirmed by a person with knowledge of the deliberations. The deal reportedly is for one year and is worth $7 million. Jones was a three-time 1,000-yard rusher in seven seasons with the Packers. He ran for 656 yards and two touchdowns in 11 games last season.
Free agent quarterback Drew Lock has lined up a deal to sign with the Giants, according to a person with knowledge of the deliberations.
The Giants are adding Lock to a quarterback mix that includes Daniel Jones and perhaps a rookie to be taken in next month's draft. Jones is returning after a torn ACL in his right knee cut short his 2023 season. The Giants have the No. 6 choice in the draft.
Lock spent last season with the Seattle Seahawks after three seasons with the Broncos. He has made 23 NFL starts.
The Jets have a new backup for Aaron Rodgers. They agreed late Monday to a two-year contract with veteran quarterback Tyrod Taylor, a person familiar with the deliberations confirmed.
Taylor made five starts last season for the Giants. He has made 58 starts over a 13-year NFL career spent with the Ravens, Bills, Browns, Chargers, Texans and Giants.
He gives the Jets a better insurance policy than they had last season for Rodgers with Zach Wilson as their backup. Rodgers is returning from the torn Achilles' tendon in his left leg that he suffered during the first offensive series of the Jets' season opener last year. The Jets have given Wilson permission to seek a trade.
The Falcons claimed the biggest prize in NFL free agency, landing the top quarterback available by agreeing to a four-year, $180 million contract with Cousins.
Agent Mike McCartney, who represents Cousins, announced the agreement Monday afternoon on social media without immediately providing the financial details. The deal includes a $50 million signing bonus and a total of $100 million in guaranteed money, according to a person familiar with the terms.
Cousins, 35, moves on to his third NFL team after six seasons with Washington and six more with the Vikings. The Vikings attempted to re-sign him but were unable to do so.
"After significant and positive dialogue with Kirk and his representatives, we were unable to reach agreement on a contract that fits the short and long-term visions for both Kirk and the Minnesota Vikings," General Manager Kwesi Adofo-Mensah wrote in a statement posted to social media. "Kirk holds a special place in Vikings history, and we appreciate his leadership and contributions to the team and the Minneapolis-St. Paul community over the past six seasons."
The deal came about 21/2 hours after the NFL's free agent negotiating period began at noon Eastern time Monday.

Kirk Cousins is heading to the Falcons in free agency. (Matt Ludtke/AP)


Cousins is coming off a 2023 season with the Vikings that was cut short by a torn Achilles' tendon in his right leg. But he played well before suffering his injury. And he remained the headliner among a group of available quarterbacks that included Russell Wilson, Baker Mayfield and perhaps Justin Fields.
The Falcons have a talented group of young playmakers on offense with tailback Bijan Robinson, wide receiver Drake London and tight end Kyle Pitts. They must hope the addition of Cousins elevates them to contender status in the NFC. The Falcons fired Arthur Smith as their coach after their third straight 7-10 finish. They last reached the playoffs in the 2017 season. Raheem Morris, the Falcons' newly hired coach, was an assistant coach in Washington during Cousins's time there.
Cousins's departure leaves the Vikings looking for a quarterback in a rapidly dwindling market.
"Our approach heading into free agency always included layers of contingencies regarding the quarterback position," Adofo-Mensah said. "We are moving forward with plans that allow us to continue building a roster that can compete for a championship."
Cousins has only one career playoff victory and has been consistently scrutinized for his performances in significant games. Even so, he is a four-time Pro Bowl selection and has been consistently productive. He has thrown for 39,471 yards and 270 touchdowns in his 12 NFL seasons. He was the league's third-rated passer last season with his 18 touchdown passes, five interceptions and 103.8 passer rating in eight games.
Here's who else is on the move:
Barkley will leave the Giants via free agency and is expected to sign with the Eagles, according to a person familiar with the deliberations. His deal reportedly will pay him $37.75 million over three seasons, including $26 million in guaranteed money.
Barkley, the No. 2 selection in the 2018 draft, is a two-time Pro Bowl selection. He topped 1,000 rushing yards in three of his six seasons with the Giants and is one of the league's top pass-catching running backs.
Swift bolsters the Chicago offense as the Bears perhaps prepare to use the No. 1 selection in the NFL draft next month on Southern Cal quarterback Caleb Williams. He reportedly lined up a three-year deal with the Bears worth about $24 million.
Swift ran for 1,049 yards and five touchdowns last season for the Eagles.
Jacobs will leave the Raiders for a deal with the Packers, a person familiar with the agreement confirmed. Jacobs is a two-time Pro Bowl selection and led the NFL in rushing in the 2022 season. He ran for 805 yards and six touchdowns in 13 games last season for the Raiders. The Packers reportedly will release tailback Aaron Jones.

The Giants traded for Brian Burns. (Erik Verduzco/AP)


The Giants are bolstering their pass rush by trading for Brian Burns, the two-time Pro Bowl edge rusher for the Panthers.
The Panthers will receive second- and fifth-round draft choices from the Giants. The second-rounder is the draft's 39th selection, the first of two picks in that round the Giants possessed. The details were confirmed by a person with knowledge of the deal.
The move will be lucrative for Burns. He will sign a five-year contract worth as much as $150 million with the Giants in conjunction with the trade, according to a person familiar with the terms. The deal includes $87.5 million in guaranteed money. Burns will be the second-highest-paid defensive end in NFL history behind the San Francisco 49ers' Nick Bosa.
The Panthers had used their franchise tag on Burns. He had 46 sacks in five seasons for the team, including eight last season.
The Cincinnati Bengals made a change at running back Monday night, planning to release Joe Mixon while lining up a deal with free agent Zack Moss.
The moves were confirmed by a person familiar with the team's planning. Mixon spent seven seasons with the Bengals, rushing for 6,412 yards and 49 touchdowns. He was selected to one Pro Bowl and made a Super Bowl appearance.
Moss ran for 794 yards and five touchdowns for the Colts last season.
The Eagles, after struggling down the stretch last season and losing in the opening round of the NFC playoffs, were busy Monday. They also lined up a deal with pass rusher Bryce Huff, according to a person with knowledge of the negotiations. Huff had 10 sacks last season for the Jets. He will receive a reported $51.1 million over three seasons from the Eagles.
Quarterback Gardner Minshew II is expected to sign with the Raiders, a person familiar with the negotiations confirmed.
Minshew will vie with Aidan O'Connell for the starting job in Las Vegas. He made 13 starts last season for the Colts while filling in for Anthony Richardson, whose rookie season was cut short when he underwent shoulder surgery.

Gardner Minshew filled in for the Colts last year while Anthony Richardson was out with an injury. (Michael Conroy/AP)


Minshew's deal with the Raiders reportedly will be worth $25 million over two seasons.
The Raiders have also lined up a deal with free agent defensive tackle Christian Wilkins, one of the top defensive players available on the market.
A person familiar with the negotiations confirmed Monday that Wilkins is expected to sign with the Raiders. He leaves the Dolphins and reportedly will land a four-year contract worth about $110 million, including $84.75 million in guaranteed money.
The Dolphins did not use their franchise-player tag, worth $22.102 million, to keep Wilkins off the free agent market. Wilkins had nine sacks last season and totaled 20.5 sacks in five seasons with the Dolphins.
Russell Wilson is poised to sign with the Steelers in free agency this week, according to a person familiar with the deliberations.
The 35-year-old quarterback will join his third NFL team after 10 seasons with the Seahawks and two increasingly acrimonious seasons with the Broncos. He met with the Steelers on Friday in Pittsburgh after meeting Thursday with the Giants in East Rutherford, N.J.
The Broncos informed Wilson last week that they will release him after the start of the new league year Wednesday. They granted Wilson permission to meet immediately with other teams, giving him a head start on his free agency. Other teams also expressed interest, according to a person with knowledge of the situation. But Wilson made his selection and confirmed his choice via a video posted Sunday night to social media in which he called himself "[g]rateful" to join the team for Year 13 of his NFL career.

Russell Wilson spent the past two seasons in Denver. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Wilson is expected to sign a one-year contract with the Steelers for a modest salary around the 2024 league minimum of $1.21 million for a player of his experience level. The Broncos must pay him $39 million for the 2024 season, minus whatever the Steelers pay him.
The Steelers reached the AFC playoffs last season with Kenny Pickett, Mitchell Trubisky and Mason Rudolph each making starts at quarterback. Wilson could vie with Pickett for the starting job next season. Trubisky was released and signed with the Bills. Rudolph is eligible for free agency.
Wilson was the NFL's eighth-rated passer last season, but the Broncos benched him in favor of Jarrett Stidham for the final two games of their season. According to Wilson and the NFL Players Association, the Broncos threatened in October to bench him for the remainder of the season if he did not agree to adjust his contract to address an injury guarantee tied to a scheduled a $37 million offseason payment.
Lloyd Howell, the NFLPA's executive director, said during Super Bowl week that the union believed the Broncos "mistreated" Wilson. The NFLPA told the Broncos and the NFL's management council in a Nov. 4 letter from attorney Jeffrey Kessler that the team's threat to bench Wilson if he did not agree to adjust his contract was illegal and violated the collective bargaining agreement between the NFL and the NFLPA, creating the possibility the union would initiate an arbitration proceeding or litigation against the team and the league.
General Manager George Paton said at the recent NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis that the Broncos had "moved forward" from the issues involving Wilson's contract, adding: "Everything we did was above board." The Broncos will avoid making the $37 million payment by releasing Wilson. But they will absorb an $85 million salary cap hit for the move, which they can spread over the next two seasons.
Wilson was a nine-time Pro Bowl selection and reached two Super Bowls, winning one of them, while with the Seahawks.
Baker Mayfield revived his NFL career with the Buccaneers, and now he's staying with them.
He became the first of the prominent quarterbacks eligible for unrestricted free agency to resolve his status. He agreed Sunday to a three-year, $100 million contract to re-sign with the Buccaneers, according to a person familiar with the negotiations. The deal includes $50 million in guaranteed money and has incentives that could push its maximum value to $115 million.
Mayfield, the No. 1 pick in the 2018 NFL draft by the Browns, helped the Buccaneers reach the divisional round of the NFC playoffs last season before they lost to the Lions. He was eligible for free agency after signing a one-year contract last offseason.

Baker Mayfield continued to revive his career in Tampa last season. (Chris O'Meara/AP)


The agreement with the Buccaneers keeps Mayfield from moving on to a fifth NFL team. He spent four seasons with the Browns before they traded for Deshaun Watson in March 2022. The Browns traded Mayfield to the Panthers that July. He struggled for the Panthers and was released at his request, then had a short but impressive late-season stint for the Los Angeles Rams before signing with the Buccaneers last March.
After being out Kyle Trask for the starting job, Mayfield threw for 4,044 yards and 28 touchdowns last season and was selected for the Pro Bowl for the first time.
The new era of the Patriots will not include quarterback Mac Jones.
The Patriots are set to trade Jones, their 2021 first-round draft choice who struggled the past two seasons, to the Jaguars, a person familiar with the deliberations confirmed Sunday.
The Jaguars are expected to send a late-round draft pick to the Patriots for Jones, a Jacksonville native. Jones becomes a backup to Jaguars starter Trevor Lawrence.
The Patriots selected Jones 15th out of Alabama in the 2021 draft, 14 picks after the Jaguars took Lawrence at No. 1.
Jones became the starter immediately and was selected to the Pro Bowl as a rookie while helping the Patriots reach the AFC playoffs. But things unraveled from there. Jones's play deteriorated amid instability on the offensive coaching staff and a lack of playmakers around him. He totaled 24 touchdown passes and 23 interceptions over the past two seasons and lost the starting job last year to Bailey Zappe.
The Patriots have the No. 3 pick in next month's draft and widely are expected to use it on a quarterback, perhaps North Carolina's Drake Maye or LSU's Jayden Daniels. They also could add a veteran quarterback to go with Zappe and their potentially prized rookie.
Lawrence and Jones were among the five quarterbacks taken in the first 15 choices of the 2021 draft. Zach Wilson was taken second by the Jets. Trey Lance went third to the San Francisco 49ers, and Justin Fields went 11th to the Bears. Lance and now Jones already have been traded, and Wilson and Fields could be traded this week.
Defensive tackle Fletcher Cox announced his retirement after 12 seasons with the Eagles.
"After much reflection, I have made the decision to retire from the game of football," Cox said in a statement. "I gave everything I had to this team and to this city. I don't know what's next for me, but I do know that I'm forever grateful for my time here in Philadelphia and with the Eagles organization."
Cox, 33, was a six-time Pro Bowl selection. He would have been eligible for free agency this week. Instead, he becomes the second Eagles mainstay to retire this offseason, following center Jason Kelce.
The top free agent came off the board before free agency even began. Defensive tackle Chris Jones agreed to a five-year deal with the Chiefs, he and his agents announced Saturday night.
His representatives, Katz Brothers Sports, announced that Jones agreed to a record contract to make him the NFL's highest-paid defensive tackle but did not specify the financial details. Jones wrote on social media he would have "5 more years of greatness!" with the Chiefs. The agreement, once it's finalized, is expected to pay Jones approximately $160 million over five seasons and will include about $95 million in guaranteed money, according to a person familiar with the pending terms.
Jones is a five-time Pro Bowl selection and a two-time all-pro in eight seasons with the Chiefs, amassing 75.5 career sacks. He has won three Super Bowl titles with the franchise, including in 2023 when Jones had 10.5 sacks in 16 regular season games after missing the season opener while holding out as part of a contract dispute.
The Broncos agreed to trade wide receiver Jerry Jeudy to the Browns, according to two people familiar with the deal. The Browns will send fifth- and sixth-round picks in this year's draft to the Broncos.
Jeudy, a 2020 first-round draft choice, had 211 catches for 3,053 yards and 11 touchdowns in four seasons with the Broncos, including 54 catches for 758 yards and two touchdowns last season. He joins Amari Cooper in Cleveland to bolster the Browns' wide receiver corps.
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Commanders free agency tracker: Washington continues to bolster special teams
Nine-time Pro Bowl pick Bobby Wagner signs a one-year deal, bolstering the LB corps and adding leadership to a young team as the Commanders continue to be active in free agency.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier | 2024-03-14

Nine-time Pro Bowl linebacker Bobby Wagner agreed to terms with the Washington Commanders. (Rick Scuteri/AP)


In the first three days of negotiating with free agents, no team agreed to more deals than the Washington Commanders, who added 15 new veterans to provide starting talent, depth and sorely needed leadership across the roster.
On Thursday, the Commanders added even more, agreeing to terms with former Detroit Lions linebacker and core special teamer Anthony Pittman.
The Commanders have addressed many positional needs across the roster over the past few days, and their intent appears clear: Bring in quality veterans who can lay the foundation for the future and help develop younger players. With nine picks, including the No. 2 selection, the Commanders will use the draft to build the core of the roster.
Here's a look at the veterans Washington has landed in free agency so far.
Pittman, a depth linebacker and core special teamer, agreed to terms with Washington on a one-year deal, a person with knowledge of the situation said. His addition gives the Commanders four linebackers and calls into question whether the team will re-sign Khaleke Hudson, who had a similar role last season.
Pittman, 27, went undrafted out of Wayne State in 2019 and spent five seasons with Detroit. Over the past three years, he became key to kickoff coverage, kickoff return, punt coverage, punt return and field goal/extra point block. He played just 58 snaps on defense the last two years. The deal reunites Pittman with assistant general manager Lance Newmark, who was formerly a personnel executive in Detroit.
Bobby Wagner, 33, a member of the Seattle Seahawks' famed "Legion of Boom" defense, agreed to terms with Washington, a person with knowledge of the deal said, reuniting him with Commanders Coach Dan Quinn and linebackers coach Ken Norton Jr. The pair coached Wagner in Seattle and have drawn Wagner's praise over the years.
"[Norton] has so much knowledge about the game, so much knowledge about every aspect of everything, like how to handle your finances, your family, you know, the situations where you have some success," Wagner said in 2018, when Norton returned to Seattle as defensive coordinator. "He kind of made me the reader that I am today. He made us kind of do a book club my second year. So just always expanding your mind, always challenging yourself. ... Just keeping your eye on something bigger than what it is and being a good person."
Wagner will be entering his 13th NFL season -- 11 spent in Seattle and one (2022) with the Los Angeles Rams -- and his production continues to defy his age. He led all defenders with 183 total tackles last season, including 36 on third downs. His 71 run stops ranked him second among linebackers, per Pro Football Focus, and he also had 3.5 sacks and registered 17 quarterback pressures.
After years of poor play at the linebacker position, Washington now has two proven veterans manning the middle of the field in Wagner and Frankie Luvu.
Jeremy Reaves, the undrafted safety/special teamer, was cut multiple times and bounced on and off Washington's practice squad for four years before making the active roster and becoming a Pro Bowler in 2022. The Commanders agreed to terms with Reaves on a two-year contract, two people with knowledge of the deal said. He and Crowder are the only two Commanders free agents to rejoin the team.
Reaves signed with the Philadelphia Eagles as a college free agent in 2018 but was waived when they formed their initial roster. He then signed with Washington. As a rotational safety and core special-teamer, Reaves made his name as Tress Way's trusted punt protector. He was the only Commander to earn all-pro honors in 2022 and blew away the competition for special teams with 91 votes, including 24 for the first team. Reaves was also among the team's four Pro Bowl selections that year, and the moment he learned of the honor left him in tears.
A knee injury limited Reaves to only five games in 2023, but he is expected to be fully healthy well before training camp, a person with knowledge of his recovery said.
Washington re-signed depth slot receiver Jamison Crowder to a one-year deal, a person with knowledge of the situation said. Crowder will be a candidate to return punts.
Crowder, 30, was drafted by Washington in 2015 and returned to the team last season after leaving as a free agent in 2019. Because of his sure hands and consistency, he returned punts instead of younger, more explosive undrafted rookie Kazmeir Allen.
Crowder returned 35 punts, the third most in the NFL, and averaged 7.9 yards, which ranked him 36th among players who returned at least five. He did show some explosion, though, with a season-best 61-yard return against the Atlanta Falcons. Crowder does not return many kickoffs, but it's not a huge weakness as NFL kickoff return rates continue to decline.
The Commanders could add a younger, more explosive returner in free agency or the draft. But the team seems to be building a special teams unit that will have a solid floor and options.
On Tuesday, Washington added a veteran signal-caller who could mentor a top draft pick. Marcus Mariota, 30, agreed to a one-year deal with a base value of $6 million and worth up to $10 million, one person with knowledge of the terms said.
Washington explored the veteran quarterback market and had interest in Sam Darnold before he agreed to a one-year deal with the Minnesota Vikings, a person with knowledge of the team's thinking said. After discussions with others, Washington landed on Mariota.
The addition calls into question the future of Sam Howell, who could interest a quarterback-needy team without a high draft pick, such as the Denver Broncos, who pick 12th.
Mariota, the No. 2 pick in the 2015 draft, has been a journeyman since leaving the Tennessee Titans. He spent two years with the Las Vegas Raiders behind Derek Carr, one year with the Atlanta Falcons (mostly ahead of Desmond Ridder) and last year behind Jalen Hurts with the Philadelphia Eagles. In Washington, Mariota reunites with former Eagles offensive coordinator Brian Johnson, who is now the Commanders' assistant head coach and offensive pass game coordinator.
In 2022, Mariota had a messy exit from Atlanta. After a rough stretch late in the season, Atlanta benched him for Ridder, then a rookie, and Mariota, upset, left the team to have knee surgery.
In April, when he signed with the Eagles, Mariota acknowledged a mind-set shift.
"I'm at a point in my career where I've experienced everything," Mariota said then. "I've been the guy, I've been the scout team guy, I've been released. So through all those different situations and scenarios, I've gathered a lot of experience, a lot of knowledge. I'm at a point in my career where I just want to enjoy the game. I want to have fun doing it. The scheme is very exciting for me, and the fact of the matter is, I feel like I can help Jalen. If we can make Jalen a better player, this team is going to be better."
Certainly, the Commanders would like to hear Mariota express the same sentiment this year.
Former San Francisco 49ers and Raiders defensive end Clelin Ferrell agreed to a one-year deal, a person with knowledge of the terms said. Ferrell reunites with Adam Peters, who was the 49ers' assistant general manager last year when the team signed Ferrell to a one-year deal, and Washington's defensive line coach Darryl Tapp, who previously was the 49ers' assistant D-line coach.
Ferrell, a Richmond native, was drafted fourth by the Raiders in 2019 and had a promising rookie season with 4.5 sacks, 38 tackles, five passes defended and one fumble recovery. He was a rotational player for much of his time with the Raiders, and when the team declined to exercise his fifth-year option, he signed with the 49ers.
Ferrell started all 17 games for San Francisco last season, totaling 3.5 sacks, one forced fumble, one fumble recovery, and one pass deflection. But a knee injury he suffered in the 49ers' season finale sidelined him for the playoffs.
Former Carolina Panthers safety Jeremy Chinn agreed to a one-year deal with the Commanders that has a maximum value of roughly $5.2 million, a person with knowledge of the deal said. Washington declined to re-sign Kam Curl before the start of free agency; he remains unsigned, and the odds of his return are now even longer.
Drafted in the second round in 2020, Chinn finished second in defensive rookie of the year voting behind former Commanders pass rusher Chase Young. Chinn had 117 total tackles, one sack, one interception and two fumble recoveries returned for touchdowns.
Carolina used Chinn all over. He played a large share of his snaps in the box but also shifted to both safety positions and the slot, blitzed and even helped on special teams. Chinn played the majority of Carolina's defensive snaps during his first three seasons, but his role was diminished last season. He also missed time because of a quad injury.
"Coming into this season, I thought I wasn't going to come off the field," Chinn said in January. "I thought I was going to have a huge role in this defense and be able to leave a large impact. But as the season goes, things change. Definitely was a surprise the way things didn't end up panning out."
Washington went from having no veteran pass rushers under contract to having notable depth. After earlier agreeing to terms with Ferrell and Armstrong, the Commanders reached an agreement with edge rusher Dante Fowler Jr., a person with knowledge of the deal said. Fowler is the third former Dallas Cowboys player to reunite with Quinn in Washington, along with Armstrong and Biadasz.
Fowler has three years of experience with Quinn and defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. after spending the 2020 season with them in Atlanta, then rejoining them in Dallas in 2022 and 2023.
Fowler was a rotational end the past two seasons, registering 10 sacks, three forced fumbles and five passes defended.
Tyler Ott, the former long snapper for the Seattle Seahawks and Baltimore Ravens, agreed to a three-year deal, two people familiar with the terms said. The Commanders also have long snapper Tucker Addington on the roster.
Ott grew up in Tulsa, which is also the hometown of Commanders punter Tress Way. The two faced off in 2007, when Ott's high school won the state championship; earlier in the year, Way hit a game-winning extra point in overtime in the teams' head-to-head matchup.
Ott also reunites with special teams coordinator Larry Izzo, who was the New York Giants' assistant special teams coach when Ott was their long snapper in 2015.
The former Panthers linebacker agreed to a three-year deal that has a maximum value of $36 million, a person with knowledge of the agreement said.
Luvu signed with the New York Jets as an undrafted free agent in 2018 and bounced on and off the roster and practice squad his first two seasons before bursting onto the scene in Carolina in 2021. He arrived as a reserve linebacker and special teamer but proved himself to be much more, totaling 111 tackles and seven sacks, a pick-six, four passes defended and one forced fumble in 2022. Last season, he had 125 tackles, 5.5 sacks and 11 quarterback hits, plus five passes defended and two forced fumbles.
Regarded as one of the league's top pass-rushing linebackers, Luvu has totaled 43 quarterback pressures and 62 run stops since 2022, ranking fourth and 12th, respectively, among linebackers in that span, according to Pro Football Focus.
Ekeler agreed to a two-year deal worth up to $11.43 million, two people with knowledge of the agreement said, giving the team a dual-threat running back after it let Antonio Gibson leave for the New England Patriots.
Ekeler, 28, reunites with Commanders running backs coach Anthony Lynn, who was the Los Angeles Chargers' coach when he made the roster as an undrafted rookie in 2017 through 2020. Ekeler's elusiveness out of the backfield and his pass-catching ability should help an offense that last season often appeared one-dimensional.
His 158 catches and 1,158 receiving yards over the past two seasons ranked first and second among running backs in that span, and his 2,701 scrimmage yards ranked sixth.
Washington agreed Monday to a three-year, $33 million deal with Armstrong, two people with knowledge of the situation said. The former Cowboys defensive lineman's contract is worth up to $45 million with performance incentives.
The Commanders are betting Armstrong will continue growing as he did over six seasons with the Cowboys, whose defense was helmed by Quinn the past three years. He was drafted at just 20 -- a fourth-round pick out of Kansas in 2018 -- and developed into a solid, versatile rotational edge rusher. Now, Washington is expected to give Armstrong, 26, his biggest role yet as a regular starter.
The question is whether Armstrong can keep producing with more snaps. He had a mini-breakout in 2021 and over the past two seasons complemented the Cowboys' elite front in 34 games (six starts) with 16 sacks and 17 tackles for loss.
Since 2022, his pressure rate has been an excellent 13 percent, according to the website TruMedia, which is a good sign for the Commanders because pressure rate is a more predictive metric than sacks.
While Armstrong usually lined up on the edges, Quinn occasionally shifted him inside on obvious pass-rushing downs and a couple of times even dropped him into coverage. On tape, Armstrong looks comfortable as a stand-up rusher or with his hand in the dirt.
The question is whether Washington will continue moving him around or ask him to focus on playing as an edge rusher.
Quinn turned to another familiar face to anchor the Commanders' offensive line. Biadasz, the former Cowboys center, agreed to a three-year, $30 million deal with Washington, according to two people with knowledge of the agreement. The 26-year-old fills a significant void up front for the Commanders, who have dealt with a string of injuries and performance issues at center over the past few years.

Washington defensive tackle Tim Settle (97) punches Cowboys center Tyler Biadasz (63) during a 2021 game. The Commanders agreed to terms with Biadasz on Monday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Biadasz, the son of dairy farmers, was selected in the fourth round of the 2020 draft out of Wisconsin. He started all but two games over the past three seasons, allowing only three sacks and earning a Pro Bowl nod in 2022.
The former Kansas City Chiefs guard agreed to a three-year, $16 million deal, one person familiar with the matter said. Allegretti was drafted in the seventh round out of Illinois in 2019 and helped the Chiefs to a Super Bowl LIV win over the 49ers as a rookie.
Allegretti, who has been a part of three total Super Bowl wins with the Chiefs, has played nearly every spot on the offensive line, including in-line tight end, where he caught a one-yard touchdown pass in a wild-card playoff win over the Pittsburgh Steelers in January 2022.
His versatility should be an asset for an offensive line in need of both starters and reserves who can play multiple positions. Over the past two seasons, he's taken snaps at left tackle, left guard, center, right guard and in-line tight end.
Allegretti started at left guard for the Chiefs in Super Bowl LVIII and played the entirety despite suffering an elbow injury in the second quarter.
McManus agreed to a one-year, $3.6 million deal, a person with knowledge of the agreement said. He takes over for Joey Slye, whom the Commanders declined to re-sign before he became a free agent.
McManus entered the league as an undrafted kicker out of Temple in 2013. After failing to make the rosters of the Indianapolis Colts and Giants, he was traded to the Broncos in 2014 and thrived (Peters was the Broncos' assistant director of college scouting at the time).
McManus signed as a temporary replacement during Matt Prater's suspension, but he took over the starting job and lasted nine seasons with the team. McManus was integral to the Broncos' Super Bowl 50 run, making all 10 of his field goal attempts in the postseason for a franchise record.
McManus was released in 2023 as the longest-tenured Bronco at the time and the last remaining member of their Super Bowl 50 team. He spent the 2023 season with the Jacksonville Jaguars, with whom he made 30 of 37 field goal attempts (81.1 percent). Since 2013, McManus ranks third in the NFL with 45 field goals of 50 yards more, trailing only Prater (65) and Justin Tucker (54) in that span.
Zach Ertz, the three-time Pro Bowl tight end and Super Bowl LII champion, agreed to a one-year contract with the Commanders worth up to $5 million with incentives, according to two people with knowledge of the terms. Ertz signed the contract Tuesday in Ashburn.
Washington released Logan Thomas in early March, so Ertz, who was with offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury in Arizona in 2021 and 2022, provides needed experience at the position and familiarity with the offense.
Ertz, 33, spent his first nine years in the NFL with the Eagles and was most recently with the Lions for less than a week during their playoff run. His future in Washington could depend on his health; Ertz has played just one full season in the past five years, largely because of injuries.
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For proud yet struggling DePaul, one last (noble) loss for the road 
By falling to Villanova by one point in the conference tournament Wednesday night, the Blue Demons finished 0-21 in games against Big East competition this season.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-03-14

Jalen Terry led DePaul with 18 points, 15 rebounds and five assists in a one-point loss to Villanova on Wednesday in the Big East tournament. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- It was 11:12 p.m. in Manhattan, and the lights were still on. At least for another 90 seconds. So DePaul had a chance.
But then 90 became 30, which became 10, which was when Villanova's Justin Moore canned a game-winning three from the wing at Madison Square Garden. The Wildcats needed it to keep their NCAA tournament hopes alive. DePaul had much different stakes. By losing, 58-57, in their Big East tournament opener, the Blue Demons went 0-21 against Big East competition, ending the season without a victory in 2024. Their last win was on Dec. 30. They finished 3-29.
"We're all devastated," interim coach Matt Brady said from the podium. Next to him, senior guard Jalen Terry nodded along, eyes fixed on the table. DePaul trailed by two at halftime. With under 13 minutes left, it led by eight. Because winners write history, this will always be a game Villanova escaped, not one the Blue Demons almost stole. But they made something of the thankless act of playing out the string, of showing up because two teams and 10 guys are needed to play.
It was neat. People smiled. It felt more like a non-win than a loss.
And, look, no team should go wholly defeated in its conference. A lot has to go wrong. The school has to take a long, hard look at the program and itself. It also has to find a new coach, whether it's Porter Moser -- a Chicago guy who shut down rumors because he is employed by Oklahoma -- or some other masochist. The project won't be easy. Then again, nothing worth doing is.
But in the meantime, Wednesday could be good and fun, no matter the final numbers. Before the game, DePaul's band was by the tunnel, waiting to walk out. The director warned a rookie of the skinny risers. A saxophone player, horn dangling off his neck, tapped a buddy to his right.
"This will be pretty cool, huh?" he asked. "Pretty freaking cool."
Which really is the point, at the root of all this, when you strip away everything that convinces us otherwise. The band played at Madison Square Garden, where the dimmed lights make the court look like a Broadway stage. DePaul fell one shot or two free throws short of a bracket-shaking upset. One day, when the weight of 29 losses is a little less smothering, Terry can talk about dropping 18 points to go with 15 rebounds against a much better Villanova team. Jeremiah Oden, a senior forward, can recall hitting two threes off the bench in an NBA arena.
Or howling at the rafters in celebration. Or those minutes when the crowd believed.
"We don't just win," a deep voice said over a DePaul promo in the first half. "We build community on and off the court."
That first part, yeah, it was funny. But building community? That is what Blue Demons technically did this season, from Nov. 7 to the last hour of March 13. They had each other, even if that wasn't always fun. They had their fans, even if there weren't many. There were their families and their friends. There was the staff, the band, the cheerleaders, the dance team. There was whoever watched that game in the Blue Demons mascot suit and was still standing by the end.
At one timeout, two dudes raced to make layups, sliding around the court. In the second half, three guys in NBA jerseys chanted "De-fense!" for DePaul, then moved down three rows, giggling. If you believe in the butterfly effect, none of them make those specific memories without DePaul, meaning DePaul tweaked the courses of their lives in some tiny, tiny way.
DePaul. Tweaking the courses of lives (if you believe in the butterfly effect).
"We just came back day after day," Terry said. "Even if we lost by 35, we just came back."
Brady had a timeout left after Moore drilled that three. But with a broken floor, he thought Terry could attack a scrambling defense and still call time if needed. Instead, DePaul was rushed, fumbling away its final possession of the year. Villanova exhaled. The Blue Demons stood around the paint. They untucked their shirts, looked at the refs, at each other, nothing left to say or do.
The thing about March is you always have a puncher's chance until you suddenly don't. DePaul's lasted 40 minutes.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/03/14/depaul-villanova-big-east-tournament/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



$730 rooms, $75 parking: Youngkin's own report calls arena forecasts rosy
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin says the Alexandria arena project is based on sound financial assumptions and would generate enough revenue to pay off debt.
By Teo Armus, Jonathan O'Connell | 2024-03-14

Washington Wizards and Capitals owner Ted Leonsis (left) and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin at the announcement of the proposed arena in Alexandria on Dec. 13. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


A plan to build a sports arena in Northern Virginia depends on more than a billion dollars in taxes and fees generated at the facility to fund its construction -- but those figures rely on some aggressive assumptions, including unprecedented prices for high-end hotels, according to an analysis commissioned by Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin's administration that has not been released to the public.
Youngkin (R) and other officials behind a proposal to move the Washington Capitals and Wizards to Alexandria have pitched it as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity with a unique financing structure: Virginia would borrow $1.5 billion from Wall Street and then use parking fees, ticket taxes and other revenue from the project, including from privately built hotels nearby, to pay back the debt.
Yet the Feb. 28 analysis, conducted by the Maryland-based public finance consulting firm MuniCap Inc. and obtained by The Washington Post, discloses for the first time that the financing plan assumes thousands of fans will pay $75 for parking, the teams' owner will host 53 more events annually in Alexandria than it did last year at its current D.C. arena, and a new luxury hotel will book rooms at a "historically unprecedented" rate of $731 a night.
"While no single assumption ... is inherently unreasonable," the MuniCap analysts wrote, "few assumptions could be characterized as conservative."
To build the arena, a new state sports and entertainment authority would collect $400 million upfront from Monumental Sports & Entertainment, which owns the teams, and issue two bonds payable over 40 years. A smaller bond would be paid off with rent payments from Monumental. The larger one, for $1.05 billion, would be paid back with tax receipts and other revenue generated at the arena in Potomac Yard and adjacent development. Under the terms of the agreement, taxpayers in Virginia and Alexandria would be on the hook if revenue were too low to cover the debt.
Christian Martinez, a spokesman for the governor, said in a statement that the financing plan for the arena, which depends on projections for parking fees, hotel rates and the number of events, has been "exhaustively tested." Even if the arena hosted only Wizards and Capitals home games or did not see any growth in revenue, Virginia and Alexandria would still make enough to pay off the debt -- with money to spare, he said.
Martinez pointed to a separate, rosier review of the revenue projections. That report, commissioned by the real estate developer JBG Smith and conducted by George Mason University, says the forecasts tend "toward conservative estimates of the economic and fiscal impacts," but calls the assumptions about hotel revenue and the number of concerts "optimistic."
Both reports were sent earlier this month by the Youngkin administration to legislative staffers in the General Assembly who oversee Virginia's spending and financial matters and a lawmaker who represents the arena site. GMU professor Terry Clower summarized his findings in a Feb. 21 op-ed for the Richmond Times-Dispatch, writing that forecasts for the arena are based on "sound" assumptions.
In an interview, Clower agreed that some of the assumptions in the arena proposal were "strong or aggressive" but said he still felt confident in the project overall. "You never know for sure what's going to happen but if you put up a venue like this, it's going to attract people," he said.
The MuniCap analysis -- which was obtained via a public-records request and then shared with The Post -- has not been made public. Martinez said in a statement that "the administration has been transparent about this project, its unique structure, and the benefits with legislators and the public." Youngkin, Monumental and others behind the deal "have released multiple other reports on economic impact, housing, and transportation to affirm the merits of this monumental opportunity," he added.
As the arena project faces uncertain prospects in the General Assembly, Youngkin and Monumental owner Ted Leonsis have continued to call it an "unprecedented opportunity." The governor stressed in a news conference last week that it would bring thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic impact to Virginia while relying in part on revenue that would not exist otherwise.
Some economists, lawmakers and city residents have been questioning the math behind those numbers since the project was announced in December and citing some sports facilities that came up short. Alexandria in mid-February released to the public two reports by consultants for the city and Monumental that led them to make their projections. (Projected parking revenue and some other figures were redacted.)
The MuniCap analysts specifically noted that they did not opine on the overall viability of the project. Still, Stephanie Landrum, president and chief executive of the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, issued a statement saying that while "there are marginal differences between all of the reports, the ultimate finding is the same: the model can and does work."
By the time MuniCap finished its analysis at the end of February, state lawmakers had already put up major legislative hurdles to the arena plan. Youngkin's administration on March 2 sent the MuniCap analysis and dozens more pages on financial details to legislative staffers on the Senate Finance and Appropriations and House Appropriations committees as well as Del. Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker (D-Alexandria).
The packet included the initial forecasts published by Alexandria as well as three documents reviewing those projections: the Virginia-commissioned MuniCap analysis (labeled a "summary" on the cover), Clower's GMU report and a "sensitivity analysis" conducted by the bank JPMorgan Chase, which has also been contracted by the governor's office.
Bennett-Parker, who declined to comment for this article, voted last month against stand-alone arena legislation and said in a statement that she had been "continually frustrated with the Youngkin Administration and their lack of forthcomingness." The General Assembly last week dealt a major blow to the project's chances of moving forward by approving a budget without the project.
Still, the governor could resurrect the arena proposal when the legislature returns to consider his amendments and vetoes in April, or by calling a special session.
The MuniCap analysis took issue with a number of the initial projections, including how much money could be made in parking fees from an underground lot on the arena site. Those forecasts require the state to collect $75 per parking space during sports games and concerts -- far more than parking generally costs in the region -- and $30 to $50 for other events.
For events at the teams' current home at Capital One Arena, Monumental charges between $60 and $100 per space at its on-site garage, according to a spokesperson. Parking apps show spaces in several garages within a block or two of the downtown D.C. arena that are available for $20 or $30 on game nights.
Monumental also plans to package underground parking in Alexandria with season ticket passes and suite packages. There will be "significant demand for these spots," Martinez said.
Monumental also projected that its 2,200 underground spaces would be filled before fans park elsewhere, despite there being more affordable lots that exist nearby. The projections assumed that even for events requiring less parking, its spaces would fill first.
"A more conservative approach would be to assume that the lots fill proportionately," the MuniCap analysts wrote.
The analysis also cast doubt on how many events Monumental would realistically be able to hold at the Alexandria arena. Capital One hosted 168 events in 2023, according to MuniCap, but Monumental's consultants at the firm CSL International projected the new arena would host 221 events annually, based on the fact that Capital One hosted an average of 216 events annually in the four years before the pandemic.
MuniCap reviewed eight other big-city arenas that host hockey and basketball teams and found that only three hosted more than 200 events last year -- including Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles, home to two NBA teams and an NHL team, and Ball Arena in Denver, which also hosts some professional lacrosse games.
To get to 221 events, Monumental projected that it would host 133 concerts and other events annually beyond NBA and NHL games at the new arena. But of the eight comparable arenas, only Madison Square Garden in Manhattan -- "an iconic venue in the nation's largest market" -- hosted that many last year, according to MuniCap.
Monumental government relations chief Monica Dixon issued a statement saying that Monumental "had fewer events by design" last year because it was "prioritizing higher revenue events." But she said that Monumental hosted more concerts in 2023 than previous years and that newer arena infrastructure would allow the company to host Capitals and Wizards games on the same day, "making it feasible to host more events and create more scheduling flexibility."
Youngkin and JBG Smith, the developer proposing the arena, have also touted the tax revenue that would come from three hotels, ranging from three to five stars, with 991 total rooms that would eventually be built near the Alexandria arena.
MuniCap found that the projections for those hotels relied on the expectation that the highest-end option would compete with some of the country's top properties, including the Park Hyatt in New York, the celebrity favorite Beverly Hills Hotel, and the Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay, a Northern California resort on a cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
A spokeswoman for JBG Smith said the project's hotels will need to offer rooms at a variety of prices. Because there is no comparable five-star hotel in the Potomac Yard area, she said, the company relied on data for properties elsewhere "that reflect the quality of stay that visiting players, team management, and VIPs typically expect."
Using those hotels as comparisons, Alexandria's consultants at HR&A Advisors projected that a five-star hotel at Potomac Yard would be able to charge an average daily rate of $731 and that the three hotels would hit a 75 percent occupancy rate.
Many visiting athletes or performers who come to D.C. for Capital One Arena stay at the Four Seasons in Georgetown, which often charges more than $1,000 a night. The Alexandria consultants' projections for a four-star hotel were based on the performance of long-established luxury properties in the District, including the Four Seasons, Hay-Adams, St. Regis and Willard InterContinental.
Still, in the current market for high-end hotels, according to data referenced by MuniCap, the daily rate averages $195 -- less than one-third of the projected number -- on 66 percent occupancy. MuniCap wrote that the "assumed performance is historically unprecedented" for this area.
Martinez, the Youngkin spokesman, said the sports and entertainment district built around the arena would "involve world class facilities," drawing visitors who "will expect to stay in a variety of lodging products, including luxury hotels that don't currently exist" in Alexandria or other parts of Northern Virginia.
But Michael Bellisario, a longtime hotel analyst at the investment firm Robert W. Baird & Co., said the Alexandria rates and the occupancy projections "are way higher than what the Washington, D.C., market would suggest."
Bellisario said that the hotels' success would depend on a number of factors but that such projections should consider what other hotels are likely to be built and whether the region will face a recession in coming years. "The underwriting on the surface appears aggressive," he said.
To avoid being too optimistic in their analysis, the city's consultants reduced the total projected hotel tax revenue by 15 percent. Martinez said that even if hotel revenue were to further decline by a third, the overall revenue for the project would shrink by less than 2 percent.
Finally, the MuniCap analysts said that existing forecasts did not consider situations in which multiple revenue streams fall short.
They wrote that the Alexandria consultants' projections of tax receipts and other revenue streams were "mechanically sound" and considered several "stress" scenarios that might lower those projections. However, they said few of the consultants' forecasts considered scenarios in which two or more factors underperformed at once.
"Taken in concert, risks within the underlying assumptions compound," the MuniCap analysts wrote. "This is noteworthy, as the forecasts assume continuous operation and uninterrupted growth for the duration of the thirty-year forecast."
That could create problems over time: The teams' current home, Capital One Arena, was inaugurated 26 years ago, but Monumental now says it is "no longer a viable NBA/NHL venue in its current condition," the analysts wrote. Renovations create disruptions that prevent arenas from hosting a full slate of events, which would lower revenue forecasts.
Boosters of the Virginia arena plan have said the teams would not follow that fate thanks to its different ownership structure. In D.C., the District owns the land and Monumental owns the facility; under the Virginia plan, a government authority would own the Potomac Yard arena itself and lease it to Monumental. The teams would be required to sign non-relocation agreements and pay off outstanding debt if they leave early.
Martinez said MuniCap's conclusions and suggestions have been incorporated into the financial model for the proposed arena.
A separate sensitivity analysis conducted by JPMorgan Chase found that Alexandria and Virginia taxpayers would have to pay up in two scenarios: if a planned fall 2028 opening were to be delayed by 20 or more months, or if the projected fees and taxes from Potomac Yard decline by 78 percent in 2029 and then again in 2030.
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Leonard Hamilton was a trailblazer, but in the new ACC, he fits right in
Leonard Hamilton has knocked down barriers throughout his career. With nine Black head coaches this season, he ACC is doing the same.
By John Feinstein | 2024-03-14

Florida State Coach Leonard Hamilton was one of nine Black head coaches in the ACC this season. (Susan Walsh/AP) 


There is plenty not to like about what conference tournaments have evolved into, with their bloated five-day schedules. Who among us would want to miss the 12-vs.-13 games played on Tuesday or Wednesday of conference tournament week?
Apparently, most people have no problem missing those games, based on early-week attendance here in D.C., where the ACC men's tournament has returned -- while former ACC stalwart Maryland is playing in the Big Ten tournament in Minneapolis (in, yes, a 12-vs.-13 game).
The ACC tournament is a shadow of what it once was when it was played in Greensboro, N.C., and there was no public sale of tickets. Unless you were a booster, you watched on TV. Parking cost 50 cents. (Swear to God).
Tuesday's attendance at Capital One Arena was 7,523, with the two upper decks virtually empty. It hasn't been much better in Greensboro since the league expanded to 15 teams to bring in as many mediocre football schools as possible.
There's plenty more to criticize, but there is one vitally important area in which ACC men's basketball takes a back seat to no one: It's the number of Black head coaches.
The ACC this season had nine Black coaches -- 60 percent of the available jobs. No other power conference had more than five. The Big East had five (of 11), the Big 12 had five (of 14), and the Big Ten and SEC each had three (of 14). In its final season, the Pac-12 had zero Black head coaches.
"It's a very big deal," ACC Commissioner Jim Phillips said Wednesday. "I'm really proud of it. It's incredible how far we've come."
Basketball has always been considerably ahead of football in this regard. As far back as 2007, 25 percent of the men's coaches in Division I were Black. Sadly, that percentage has largely stagnated since then; 33 percent of Division I coaches were Black in 2023, according to the NCAA. But the Football Bowl Subdivision has only 15 Black head coaches, or about 11 percent of the available jobs.
When Leonard Hamilton was hired at Florida State in 2002 -- succeeding Steve Robinson, who is also Black -- there was only one other Black coach in the ACC: Paul Hewitt at Georgia Tech. Hamilton is now in his 22nd year at Florida State, and Wednesday's 86-76 second-round win over Virginia Tech was his 443rd at FSU and his 643rd overall. He is 75 years old and looks 50.

Hamilton shakes hands with Virginia Tech Coach Mike Young after Wednesday's second-round game. (Susan Walsh/AP) 


Hewitt (and Clemson's Oliver Purnell, hired the year after Hamilton) were long gone when this wave of coaches started to become part of the ACC. North Carolina State's Kevin Keatts is second in tenure of the conference's Black coaches, and he is in his seventh season.
"I don't feel as if I deserve any credit for what's happened," Hamilton said, relaxing in his locker room after Wednesday's win. "If you want to look at historically, it really began with Dean Smith and Lefty Driesell back in the '60s when they were both coaching in North Carolina [Smith at UNC, Driesell at Davidson] and they recruited Black players even though a lot of their fans didn't like the idea.
"But they quieted down because they won.
"Dean in particular was always outspoken on racial issues. He's probably more important in terms of racial progress than anyone in college basketball history."
Hamilton is pretty important himself. He was the first Black player at Tennessee-Martin and was the SEC's first Black assistant when Joe B. Hall hired him at Kentucky in 1974. He was a part of Kentucky teams that won a national championship in 1978 and went to the Final Four in 1984.
That led to his first head coaching job -- at Oklahoma State, where he was the first Black head coach in the Big 8 before moving on to Miami and Florida State -- with one lost year working for Michael Jordan and the Wizards in D.C.
Some might argue that, given what Hamilton had to overcome as a trailblazing Black coach, he should receive serious consideration for at least the college basketball Hall of Fame. Florida State has been to four Sweet 16s under Hamilton and one Elite Eight (in 2018). His best team was 26-5 and won the ACC regular season title but never got to play in the postseason because of the pandemic.
"I honestly wish the rest of the world would be more like basketball," he said. "My teammates at UT-Martin were White. It didn't matter. We were friends, and we all had a common goal. I'm on a circular text with all the guys today more than 50 years later.
"I think that's true in all sports but especially basketball because the teams are smaller and because racial diversity has been part of the sport for longer than a lot of sports. It may be a cliche, but I wish more people would look at life like that.
"No one comes out of the womb hating anyone. It's something you learn as you grow up. How can you hate someone you've never met just because you don't like the way I look? I've never understood that, but we all know there are a lot of people in the world who think that way."
But it isn't just the non-basketball-playing world that still has progress to make. It is remarkable that the Big Ten and SEC had just three Black head coaches. The Big East, whose most important and iconic figure is still John Thompson Jr., had five -- but that's still less than 50 percent of its jobs. This in a sport in which well over 50 percent of the players are Black.
"Let me tell you something," said former Syracuse coach (and Hall of Famer) Jim Boeheim, "All these guys can coach. I mean they're well-prepared and ready for these jobs. It's a good thing -- all good."
Boeheim was succeeded this season by Adrian Autry, a former Syracuse player who is Black, and he received consideration for the conference's coach of the year honors. The winner? North Carolina's Hubert Davis, who in his first season (two years ago) reached the national championship game.
Boeheim's right: These guys can coach.
There's only one school left in the ACC that has never had a Black football or basketball coach: Duke. (Sigh from this alumnus).
Meanwhile, as Hamilton left the locker room Wednesday, I asked him whether he will back next year.
"Of course," he said. "I still love it. I love being part of basketball."
The longer he stays, the better it is for the sport he loves.
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Nationals add Spanish-language radio broadcasts
The broadcasts will be offered for every game, beginning with the Nationals' Futures Game on March 26. 
By Scott Allen | 2024-03-14

Nationals Manager Dave Martinez says he's excited to be able to reach even more fans with the new broadcasts. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post)


The Washington Nationals on Wednesday announced they will add Spanish-language radio broadcasts this season, with all games airing on DC 87.7 FM, La Pantera 100.7 FM and 1220 AM and the MLB app for MLB.TV subscribers.
The team's Spanish-language broadcast, which will debut for the Nationals' Futures Game on March 26 and continue with Opening Day coverage on March 28, will include 15-minute pregame and postgame shows, as well as player interviews.
Luciano Rodriguez will handle play-by-play and Gustavo Salazar will serve as the color analyst. The duo has a combined 60 years of broadcasting experience. Rodriguez became the first Spanish-language color commentator for the Baltimore Orioles in 1993. In 2009, he called Nationals games for the Spanish Beisbol Network, which aired locally on WZHF 1390 AM, while also working as a play-by-play man for various sports on SiriusXM. Salazar previously called games in Spanish for the NFL's Baltimore Ravens and Philadelphia Eagles, and also has MLB and MLS experience.
More than 11 percent of D.C. residents identify as Hispanic or Latino, according to the most recent census data. The Nationals haven't had a Spanish-language broadcast since 2011, according to the team. Last March, the Athletic reported that 16 MLB teams have a Spanish-language broadcast for every game, and several other clubs provide a Spanish-language broadcast for at least some of their games. The Dodgers became the first MLB team with a full-time Spanish-language broadcast in 1959, one year after the franchise moved from Brooklyn to Los Angeles.
"Baseball is a favorite sport among Latinos, and we feel honored and privileged to bring this live play-by-play programming in the native Spanish language to our loyal and passionate Hispanic audience in the DMV," Jose Villafane, managing partner of Costa Media, the Nationals' Spanish-language radio broadcast partner, said in a statement.
Roughly 30 percent of MLB players identified as Hispanic or Latino last season, according to the league. Washington's Dave Martinez, the child of Puerto Rican parents, is one of six active Latino managers in baseball, while Keibert Ruiz, Joey Meneses and Victor Robles are among the Latinos on the Nationals' diverse roster.
"When we go out on the field every game, the guys know we're there to represent D.C. -- and it's always our goal to make all of D.C. proud, including our strong Hispanic community," Martinez said in a statement. "I'm excited that we'll now be able to reach even more fans with this partnership. We have a lot of guys on our roster who take pride in their Hispanic heritage, and I know they're excited too."
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UFC pioneer Mark Coleman hospitalized after saving parents from house fire
Mark Coleman is alert and responsive after being hospitalized from the effects of smoke inhalation, his daughter said in a Facebook post. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-03-14

UFC Hall of Famer Mark Coleman, seen here in 2023, was airlifted to a hospital after saving his parents from a house fire, according to a social media post by his daughter. (Chris Unger/Zuffa LLC via Getty Images)


Ultimate Fighting Championship Hall of Famer Mark Coleman is alert and responsive after being hospitalized from the effects of smoke inhalation, according to his daughter. Coleman saved his parents from a burning home early Tuesday morning in Toledo and his daughter, McKenzie, shared a social media post Thursday showing her father awake in his hospital bed conversing with family members.
"I'm the happiest man in the world," Coleman said in the video. "I'm so lucky. I can't believe my parents are alive."
Coleman's family said on Wednesday the former UFC star was "battling for his life" in the hospital after being airlifted from the scene of the fire Tuesday.
Around 4 a.m. that day, Hammer, the family dog, awakened Coleman to the blaze, the family said on a GoFundMe page. Coleman pulled his father from the burning home, then his mother, before attempting to save the dog.
Coleman recounted the episode from his hospital bed in the Facebook reel posted Thursday, saying he couldn't breath by the time he left his room and reached a house door. He said he turned around to rescue his parents, but couldn't find Hammer, who ultimately died. McKenzie Coleman said in the post that her father is breathing on his own, and offered thanks "for the love and support from the bottom of our hearts."
Coleman's parents were not seriously injured in the ordeal, but the 59-year-old was airlifted to a Toledo hospital and put in an induced coma, his manager, Michael DiSabato, told NBC News.
McKenzie Coleman and sister Morgan started the GoFundMe page Wednesday to support the family, and it had raised more than $67,000 within its first day.
"We are a faithful family and know God works miracles," they wrote on the platform. "Please keep praying with us that our hero has complete healing."
Mark Coleman is considered a mixed martial arts pioneer, having become the UFC's first heavyweight champion in 1997 and its fifth Hall of Fame inductee in 2008. He officially retired in 2013 with a 16-10 record that included wins over Dan Severn, Don Frye and Mauricio Rua.
Before his MMA career, Coleman was a standout wrestler. He won a national championship at Ohio State and a silver medal at the 1991 world championships. He also earned a seventh-place finish at the 1992 Barcelona Summer Olympics.
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NFL free agency: Who got better, who got worse, and what questions remain?
The Falcons' offensive pieces finally fit. The Panthers are bad for a reason. Someone is wrong about Justin Fields.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-03-14

Kirk Cousins, shown here during a 2023 game between the Vikings and the Packers, will head to Atlanta as a free agent. (Matt Ludtke/AP)


The velocity of the NFL calendar precludes ceremonial goodbyes. Saquon Barkley's tenure as the face of the New York Giants ended with the abrupt posting of twin eagle emojis. Aaron Jones, one of the great Green Bay Packers ever, was offered a pay cut one day and became a Minnesota Viking the next. Kirk Cousins started more games at quarterback for the Vikings than all but two other men, and his exit included a torn Achilles' in Week 8 and a social media announcement from his agent.
But that's free agency. With most of the major dominoes having fallen, here is what to know.
The Atlanta Falcons will find out the value of their offensive investment. They infamously used top-10 picks in three consecutive drafts on a tight end (Kyle Pitts), wide receiver (Drake London) and running back (Bijan Robinson). They seemed to believe stars at the skill positions and a strong offensive line could overcome a patchwork procession of quarterbacks. Marcus Mariota, Desmond Ridder and Taylor Heinicke all failed, and it cost Arthur Smith his job.
Under new coach Raheem Morris, the Falcons are done betting on hope at quarterback. They agreed on a four-year, $180 million contract with Cousins, who should be healed by training camp. What the Falcons are paying for is competence, professionalism and a high floor. They are no longer one bad quarterback decision away from calamity.
Cousins may not differentiate the Falcons in January. But he will run Atlanta's offense smoothly, and if the Falcons draft the right skill players, their offense will look how they wanted it to look all along. Signing Cousins is enough to nudge Atlanta ahead of the defending division champions, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, as the favorite in the NFC South.
The Carolina Panthers are bad for a reason. Trading Brian Burns, an excellent but not quite elite pass rusher, for second- and fifth-round picks rather than paying him a massive contract is a reasonable move. The way Carolina arrived at it was completely incoherent and falls in line with how the team has squandered resources in recent years.
At the 2022 trade deadline, the Panthers could not come to an agreement on an extension with Burns, and he became a coveted prize. The Los Angeles Rams reportedly offered two first-round picks for him. Carolina rebuffed them. The team went on to win eight of its next 28 games, earning the first pick in the 2024 draft, which it must send to the Chicago Bears as part of a deal it made last year to acquire the first pick, used on Bryce Young.
It continues a trend of mismanaging capital. The Panthers did not receive a first-round pick for Christian McCaffrey, and when they traded up to draft Young -- not the consensus first pick at the time and a potential bust at present -- they tossed in DJ Moore as if he were a role player.
The other side of this week's trade isn't much better. It'll be difficult for the Giants to reap any surplus value out of Burns's five-year, $141 million deal, even setting aside the draft picks it took to acquire him. Burns will be 26 next year. He's an athletic marvel. He said last season that playing on a contract year for a team headed nowhere affected him. But he ranked as Pro Football Focus's 29th-best edge rusher last season, when he compiled eight sacks, and he has never been a strong run defender. Maybe he's just entering his prime and he'll punch up superstar production next to Dexter Lawrence and Kayvon Thibodeaux. The Giants are paying a lot to find out.
Someone is wrong about Justin Fields. Either the Bears are overvaluing him or the league is undervaluing him. General Manager Ryan Poles indicated at the combine that he wanted to provide Fields resolution. But Fields remains in limbo as most quarterback-needy teams not at the top of the draft signed stopgap options in free agency.
It's clear why teams have not jumped at Fields. They'd have to relinquish draft capital, then immediately feel pressure to extend him. He's not a surefire franchise pillar like Cousins. He's not a cheap reclamation like Russell Wilson or Sam Darnold. He doesn't provide the same combination of unknown ceiling and inexpensive contract as drafting a quarterback.
Fields is still a bet worth making. His blend of athletic traits makes him the kind of quarterback teams win because of, not just with or in spite of. He played the best football of his career after returning from an injury in the second half of last season.
Somebody will blink and take a chance on him. But that might not be until the draft, when a team hoping to take a swing finds all of its desired passers have been taken. The Bears would lose some leverage having already presumably drafted Caleb Williams, but nobody believes they aren't doing that, anyway.
It's hard to discern the Vikings' plan. General Manager Kwesi Adofo-Mensah is one of the most patient, value-oriented executives in the NFL. In the past two years, he built one playoff roster and another that was headed to the postseason until quarterback attrition doomed the season. Kevin O'Connell has proved himself one of the top young offensive minds in football. There's a lot of good happening in Minnesota.
But it's also hard to understand what the Vikings want to be. In the final years of Cousins's contract, they never made an all-in push. But they weren't rebuilding, either, making small moves in the draft to trade back and accumulate more capital. Without Cousins, their path to contention is gone. Meanwhile, in Justin Jefferson, the Vikings have one of the best players in the NFL whose clock is ticking toward an extension. They also have T.J. Hockenson, an elite tight end on a good contract.
At quarterback, Darnold is a nice upside play. He was the third pick in the 2018 draft, he's 26, and the Vikings will pay him just $10 million this season. Quarterbacks coach Josh McCown backed him up when both played for the New York Jets, and maybe that familiarity, combined with a season spent learning as a backup in Kyle Shanahan's system, will help unlock something that hasn't surfaced.
But what exactly are the Vikings hoping to accomplish with Darnold? It doesn't seem to be in Adofo-Mensah's style to make a big trade up in the draft, and that would be required for the Vikings to pick one of the top three -- if not four -- quarterbacks. Losing Cousins placed the Vikings' ascent on pause, but they have plenty of good players left over. They need to pick a lane.
The Las Vegas Raiders aren't afraid. They're the last team to beat the Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs, who have bullied the rest of the division during Patrick Mahomes's majestic tenure. Several AFC West offseasons have created the delusion that a rival could pose a legitimate challenge to the Chiefs. The Raiders, at least, aren't scared to keep trying.

Defensive tackle Christian Wilkins agreed to a four-year deal with the Raiders. (Doug Murray/AP)


Defensive lineman Christian Wilkins, who agreed to sign with the Raiders for $110 million over four years, might be the best player to change teams. He's an excellent run defender who provides plenty of pass rush from the interior or the edge. He will be a perfect high-motor complement to Maxx Crosby, and if 2023 first-rounder Tyree Wilson can tap into his potential, the Raiders' pass rush will be scary. Either way, Wilkins taking on Chiefs interior linemen Trey Smith, Joe Thuney and Creed Humphrey twice a season will make for trench-nerd heaven.
Las Vegas lost Josh Jacobs, a key offensive cog. (Couldn't the team have made a play for Derrick Henry to replace Jacobs? Wouldn't Henry have looked the part in silver and black?) But the Raiders have gathered momentum under Coach Antonio Pierce.
The Philadelphia Eagles went big-game hunting at a reasonable price. The end of last season made clear Howie Roseman received far too much credit for perceived masterstrokes last offseason. But the Eagles came out of free agency's opening days as clear winners.
They may have agreed to sign Barkley to a splashy deal (three years, $37.75 million) at the top of the running back market. But that market has become so depressed in recent years that Barkley's contract will not burden the Eagles' salary cap, and Barkley is both explosive and a great fit.
He's a superstar in reputation who has more flaws in his game upon deep inspection -- he tends to be boom-or-bust and doesn't break many tackles for a back of his size and speed. But he's without question a top-tier running back, and his straight-line speed is an ideal fit in Philadelphia's zone-read-heavy running game. The scheme will let Barkley get a running start before contact, which is when he thrives.
Philadelphia's other big signing was the opposite: an underrated player at a premium position. Bryce Huff, formerly of the Jets, is a top-tier pass rusher hiding in plain sight. He had a better 2023 than Burns, and the Eagles acquired him without sacrificing a draft pick and for $11 million less per season, on a deal that will pay him $51.1 million over three years.
Huff led the NFL by pressuring quarterbacks on 21.8 percent of his pass rushes, according to the NFL's Next Gen Stats. Still just 25, he could be an elite player if his production starts to line up with his underlying metrics.
The Baltimore Ravens recommitted to the run. The last time we saw them, they were abandoning their identity in a home AFC championship game loss, handing the ball to their running backs just six times. Should they return to the penultimate weekend, the presence of Henry, their new star rusher, will presumably prevent them from forgetting to run the ball again.
Ravens Coach John Harbaugh will sometimes say about a veteran acquisition: "He was always a Raven. We just didn't know it until he got here." Henry is that kind of player. He seems to be a perfect fit schematically -- a bigger, stronger version of Gus Edwards -- if he can resist the typical running back aging curve and play near his peak at 30. He also brings unmatched character, a bruising style and the resume of one of the NFL's best players of the past decade. The Ravens know better than anyone: Henry ran for 195 yards and threw for a touchdown during Baltimore's disastrous upset loss as the top seed after the 2019 season.
The Ravens can rely on Keaton Mitchell, who should return midseason from a knee injury, and underrated Justice Hill to keep Henry fresh late in the season. They have the MVP at quarterback in Lamar Jackson, and they'll again feature one of the best running games in the NFL.
Guard is becoming a premium position. Ahead of free agency, Landon Dickerson signed a watershed contract for interior linemen. Dickerson, who could replace retired Jason Kelce at center or stick at guard, agreed to a four-year, $84 million extension with the Eagles. In terms of average annual value, it set a new benchmark for guards -- and also surpassed any contract given to a right tackle.
The Panthers continued to reset the guard market when they agreed to give former Dolphin Robert Hunt $100 million ($63 million guaranteed) over five years. The New England Patriots re-signed Michael Onwenu for $57 million over three years, and Jonah Jackson left the Detroit Lions for the Rams for $51 million over three years -- giving the Rams a second high-priced guard to go with Kevin Dotson, whom they recently extended for $16 million per season.

The Panthers agreed to terms on a five-year deal with guard Robert Hunt. (Wade Payne/AP)


The increase in guards' value is tied to the league's increased emphasis on interior pass rush. Defenses deploy more third-down packages that kick bigger defensive ends to the inside. Young defensive tackles such as Baltimore's Justin Madubuike and the Rams' Kobie Turner have modeled polished pass-rush games after Kansas City's Chris Jones and Rams star Aaron Donald. Defenses know the best way to disrupt passing games based on short, quick throws is with instant pressure up the middle. It has made guards crucial to pass protection, and teams are willing to pay for it.
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Harvard offers a lot to star guard Malik Mack. Except big NIL money.
Malik Mack is one of the best basketball players in the Ivy League, but he faces a difficult decision: stay and pursue a Harvard degree, or leave and pursue a six-figure NIL contract at another school.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-03-14

Harvard guard Malik Mack was one of the best players in the Ivy League this season. With significant NIL money available to him in other conferences, his future is uncertain. (Julia Nikhinson for The Washington Post)


It's always been hard for Malik Mack to hide on a basketball court. Yet after making a pass in early March, in Harvard's season finale at Dartmouth, the point guard cut through the key and faded to the opposite corner. The defense scrambled to stop Harvard's fast break. Twenty shoes squeaked inside the quiet gym. Alone, the 6-foot-1 Mack stood in front of his team's bench, waiting for the ball to swing back his way. And when it did, he caught, rose and shot in a fluid motion, his left hand flicking a three through the net.
It was the final bucket of Mack's freshman year. But will it be his last at Harvard, too?
BACK ON JAN. 20, before Harvard faced Penn in Philadelphia, an NBA scout stopped by press row and asked: "Are you here to figure out if Malik Mack will transfer? I mean, do you take $250,000 to go play somewhere else, or do you stay for the Harvard degree?"
That number, what Mack could earn from a name, image and likeness (NIL) collective at a school outside the Ivy League, was a semi-educated guess. The questions surrounding Mack -- a very talented 19-year-old from Oxon Hill, Md. -- run the full range from practical to philosophical: Should he leave behind one of the best educations on the planet, and should Harvard and the Ivy League care that, unless they embrace NIL payments like the rest of the country, their top players will face a lucrative crossroads every spring?
If you're into the collision of higher education and the big, big business of college sports, Mack is the ultimate bar debate. Some key facts: When the regular season ended last week, Mack, Harvard's best player, ranked fourth in the Ivy League in scoring (17.2 points per game) and first in assists (4.8). He was named the Ivy League's rookie of the year Wednesday. But to date, he has not earned a penny of NIL money, according to his father, while many of his peers in other conferences are cashing in. That's partly because Harvard does not have an NIL collective, a donor-funded group that pays de facto salaries to in-demand football and men's basketball players. None of the eight Ivy League schools do, making the conference an extreme outlier.
There is no Ivy League rule prohibiting collectives, according to three people with direct knowledge of the conference's NIL regulations. But this is a league that doesn't allow graduate students to play or give out athletic scholarships. As one assistant coach put it: "Imagine the rosters if the Harvard grads or the Penn grads pooled their money together. But will it happen? It's still the Ivy League."
Last spring, Jordan Dingle, the conference's player of the year, transferred from Penn to St. John's, where Coach Rick Pitino could promise both money and more exposure to pro scouts in the Big East. And this year, Yale center Danny Wolf, Princeton guard Xaivian Lee and Penn guard Tyler Perkins could be in a similar spot as Mack, if they want to see what's out there.
Mack and his family maintain that in a perfect world he would stay at Harvard, build something with Coach Tommy Amaker, earn an elite degree and tap into the alumni network. But because he has yet to earn money in college, and because his family is paying part of his tuition, they plan to weigh Harvard against other opportunities. On Saturday, the Ivy League men's basketball tournament will begin without the Crimson, which finished 5-9 in conference play. The transfer portal opens at the start of next week.
"I really just try to stay focused on what I got going on here," Mack said last month on a video call with his dad (Omar), his mom (Chantell) and one of his older brothers (Xavier). "I feel like the NIL stuff will handle itself."
"We've never had a lot," Omar said. "So we don't require a lot."
"I guess you could say you can't miss what you don't have," Chantell said with a laugh. "That's what I feel like."
"Are you thinking shortsighted, or are you thinking long term?" Xavier asked.
"That's not to say we don't want those things for him and we don't feel like he deserves them, because we do," Omar said of NIL money. "And I think if anyplace, any school in the world understands business, it's Harvard."

As a freshman, Mack led the Crimson with 17.2 points and 4.8 assists per game. (Julia Nikhinson for The Washington Post)


"OMAR, LET ME TELL YOU, Malik has been great in the classroom," said Patrick O'Connor, then an assistant at St. John's College High in Washington. "Teachers keep coming up to me ..."
A preseason parents' meeting had just finished. Mack had made varsity as a freshman.
" 'Let me stop you right there, Coach,' " O'Connor remembered Omar saying. With their older boys, Omar and Chantell felt they hovered a bit, same as any new parents. But with their youngest, they stepped back.
When Mack was 4, he got the nickname "Spider-Man" for scaling the bleachers while Omar coached his brothers. When Mack started hooping, he would wake up on his own to shoot in the driveway, sometimes in the rain without shoes. When he discovered chess, he became one of the best players at his elementary school. Omar and Chantell can't recall ever asking him to do his homework.
"You will never have to worry about Malik in the classroom," Omar told O'Connor that day. The Macks had a motto in their house: It's cool to be smart.
HARVARD OFFICIALS DO NOT LIKE TALKING about NIL. Neither do officials from the Ivy League. When asked if Athletic Director Erin McDermott would discuss the school's approach to NIL, a Harvard spokesman referred The Washington Post to the conference. But despite multiple attempts, an Ivy League spokesman could not be reached. The Harvard spokesman ultimately didn't make McDermott available. Amaker, Harvard's 58-year-old coach, the man credited with lifting the whole profile of Ivy League basketball by taking the job in 2007, declined to be interviewed.
The legal climate has made the conference hesitant to speak publicly about NIL, according to two people with knowledge of its inner workings. Beyond the many active antitrust cases against the NCAA, the Dartmouth's men's basketball team recently voted to unionize -- despite the school's repeated objections -- and a federal antitrust suit in Connecticut is challenging the Ivy League's ban on athletic scholarships.
Collectives, it should be noted, are not run by schools. They typically raise money from fans and regular donors, then compensate athletes through paid charity work and appearances. But while schools are not in charge, they can promote and partner with collectives -- and it would be naive to think coaches aren't communicating with boosters about recruits. An accountant or lawyer isn't deciding which transfer guard should receive a six-figure offer. And after a court decision in Tennessee this month, collectives are temporarily allowed to negotiate and even sign contracts with recruits before they enroll.
Ivy League athletes can be compensated through NIL brand deals, such as promotion of a company on social media for cash or free product. But as long as collectives have a heavy influence in recruiting, the eight schools will have to worry about the transfer portal like never before. Education has always been the sell. It just didn't have to compete with so much over-the-table money.
LONG BEFORE HE CHOSE HARVARD, Mack kept asking himself one question as a middle-schooler: Why me? It felt like his coaches, Howard Blue and J.B. Gerald, put more on him than any other kid. He had to be the best in his class. He had to teach his teammates the plays. He had to break down film and know where everyone should be on the court, all the time, no excuses.
"They made me compete at everything because they saw how special I was," Mack said. They had run the strategy by his parents first. Omar and Chantell signed off.
To even work out with Blue, players had to complete a grueling fitness test. One burpee, two V-ups, three push-ups. Then two burpees, four V-ups and six push-ups, all the way up to 10, 20 and 30, then back down to one, two and three. Many kids would fail and never come back. Mack, however, mastered the drill and would do it almost daily, meeting Blue at 6:30 a.m. When the coaches tried to break him, he only leveled up.

Mack played his high school ball at St. John's College High in D.C., where he impressed on the floor and in the classroom. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


RICHARD KENT HAS WATCHED more Ivy League basketball than doctors would recommend. He does color commentary for Yale men's games and writers for a website that extensively covers the conference. He's an expert, full stop, and in recent years he began advising and launching collectives as an NIL attorney.
None in the Ivy League, of course, but it has made Kent curious about the conference's NIL culture. To him, the absence of collectives is much more about how alumni feel about paying players than how school or league leaders feel. That doesn't mean those leaders -- namely school presidents and athletic directors -- are pushing for collectives. It's just that when Kent helped start Penn State's first collective, those involved didn't ask the football coach, AD or university president for permission. They found a donor, who attracted some other donors, who brought on some more. And then they were off.
"Most alumni I've talked to about this want there to be a quid pro quo," said Kent, adding that if schools or the conference were prohibiting collectives behind the scenes, that could be an antitrust violation that leads to another lawsuit. "Like if a basketball player goes to a car dealership [for a marketing appearance] and gets $500, that's fine. But if he gets $20,000 from it through a collective partnership? That's a no-go for these people."
Last May, there seemed to be a short-lived effort to start an NIL collective for Harvard athletics. The school acknowledged it in a letter to supporters, saying in part: "Recently, some of you may have received communication from a group soliciting Harvard donors and/or alumni for funds to start a NIL collective for Harvard student-athletes. Harvard Athletics has not directly or indirectly sanctioned or supported this group."
But other than that, there was no information. The school didn't bite on a question about what happened next. Attempts to find the would-have-been collective's leaders were not successful.
Glenn Fine, a Harvard co-captain in the late 1970s, then a 10th-round draft pick of the San Antonio Spurs, was the acting inspector general for the Defense Department under Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump. Prashanth "PK" Kumar, a medical student at Columbia, graduated from Harvard in 2021 and is a rabid Crimson basketball fan. Their thoughts on NIL -- and NIL collectives -- show how Harvard's culture stretches across generations.
Fine: "When you go to Harvard and play sports, it's not a one-year decision. It's not even a four-year decision. It's a decision for life, and Harvard prepares you for life after basketball and after college. I think that's what their priority should be. I'm supportive of the way the Ivy League and Harvard treat their athletes, unlike some other universities where college athletics have become much more professionalized."
Kumar: "If the best players might always leave because of NIL, it definitely bums you out. It's impossible for it not to. But rooting for the Ivy League, going to one of the schools, you have to be comfortable with those choices. Because they're students first, the athletes aren't bound to keep playing to stay on campus. That makes it easier to support despite the constant possibility of transfers now. Or at least that's how I balance it in my head."

Harvard athletes do not earn athletic scholarships and do not receive NIL money from donor-funded collectives that are popular at most Division I schools around the country. (Julia Nikhinson for The Washington Post)


IT DIDN'T MATTER WHETHER Mack scored two points or in double figures. If Amaker was in the stands -- and he often was for Mack's AAU games -- they would talk more about an extra pass or good help defense afterward. Team Takeover, a loaded program, had many top recruits and only one ball. At times, it made Mack feel like a minnow in the ocean, like he might have to find a new team to attract high-major schools. But Amaker didn't have to see him score or run an offense every game.
"A lot of recruiting, I believe, is lazy now," Omar said. "... They go by popularity. They don't really shake the bushes or the trees or however the saying goes. I told Malik not to ever lose confidence. A real coach, a real coach who knows basketball and knows what he's talking about, he'll see what he wants. He'll see, 'This is my guy.'
"... To Coach Amaker's credit, that's exactly what he did. And Amaker, I will say this, he has even seen things in Malik that I don't think we saw."
Amaker told Omar that Mack could be an elite shooter, not just a good one. Throughout the season, Omar watched his son miss five straight shots, then still have an isolation play called for him. With most players, Harvard's pitch -- its best chance to beat an NIL collective on the open market -- is education and access to its alumni network. With Mack, though, Amaker may be the most important part.
For a while -- maybe still -- Amaker had a letter from Mike Krzyzewski, his coach at Duke, framed on his office wall. Part of it read that the "relationship between a point guard and his coach is one of the most special relationships in all of sports. My relationship with you is still the best that any coach could ever have."
"It was just like, 'Okay, he believes in my game, so maybe I don't need the big schools, I don't need the big looks,' " Mack said of Amaker. "That's how I felt. I fell in love with Harvard basketball and how he lets his guards play."
Amaker has a Breakfast Club that introduces his players to prominent people, including former athletes, politicians, authors and civil rights activists. The discussions tend to focus on social justice and how to increase equity. Obama spoke at a meeting in 2022. Last week, the morning after Harvard's season ended, former NBA star Chris Webber was a guest.
But is all of this enough to keep Mack in Cambridge? Harvard's 40-year plan, a common phrase among alumni, is intuitive: Graduate with a degree and reap the benefits for decades. But modern college basketball offers earning potential in prime years, a way for athletes to hedge against the chance of never sticking in the pros.
Mack does dream of playing in the NBA. Scouts found him this year, but might he want to make NIL money from a collective while testing himself against tougher competition? Or how about Georgetown, a hometown school with an NIL collective, strong academics and a network to match, especially in D.C.? Mack, in theory, could enter the transfer portal, speak with other teams and still decide returning is best for him. Considering the possibilities, Omar said, "We won't sell our soul for a bag of silver right now.
"The package, for us, has to be something really substantial to waver him to leave Harvard," he continued. "And again, it's about Malik. It's what he wants. Me and his mom, we're just here to advise and support. That's it."
Left unknown is what happens if that bag of silver turns to gold.
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Stunning buzzer-beater sends Whitman boys to Md. 4A final
Sophomore Will Shapiro's three-pointer -- his first field goal of the game -- sets off a wild celebration and sends the Vikings to Xfinity Center for the state title game. 
By Varun Shankar | 2024-03-14

Whitman boys' basketball is back in the state final after beating Richard Montgomery, 67-66, on a buzzer-beater. (Varun Shankar/TWP)


Will Shapiro had two jobs for the Whitman boys' basketball team during Wednesday's Maryland 4A semifinal at Montgomery Blair: play defense and hit open shots.
He did the first job admirably, hounding Richard Montgomery's guards throughout. The second task proved more challenging for the sophomore guard. Through three quarters and 7 minutes 59.7 seconds, he was scoreless.
The sophomore got in the scoring column with one of the biggest shots in program history, making a three-pointer from the right arc to send the Vikings to a 67-66 win and secure a date against Frederick in the state final Saturday at Xfinity Center.
Before his buzzer-beater, Shapiro had made just seven three-pointers on the season. His eighth set off delirium, the gym erupting as the Vikings' bench and stands emptied, a sea of black, white and powder blue filling the court and swarming Shapiro.
"When I first hit it, it was surreal. ... I just saw the crowd storm, and I was getting trampled," Shapiro said.

Will Shapiro sent Whitman boys' basketball to the Maryland 4A state final with a buzzer-beating three to beat Richard Montgomery, 67-66. (Varun Shankar/TWP)


"He had no other choice but to take that shot because of the time. But it was just nice that he had the awareness and the confidence to let it go," added Vikings Coach Chris Lun. "And I mean, maybe he makes that one out of 10 times, but all we needed was that one."
Amid the celebration, Lun stood with his hands on his knees, his shock interrupted only by the occasional hug. Senior guard Thomas Farrell, trying to restore some semblance of order, gathered his teammates to shake hands with the Rockets.
Whitman (21-5) needed Shapiro's shot to avoid a monumental collapse. It had a 15-point cushion in the fourth quarter after a contested three-pointer by Farrell, who finished with a team-high 17 points.
But Richard Montgomery's press wreaked havoc on the Vikings -- a team that usually excels at limiting turnovers -- and kept creating fast break chances that turned the game.
"They're quick, they're aggressive, they jump-trap, they chase," Lun said of Richard Montgomery (16-11). "And we repped it all week, but it's hard for us to simulate their speed. But the main goal we talk with our guys is, no matter what, you got to stay even-keel."
Whitman struggled to maintain its composure late -- Lun said his team was bothered and played a little timid late. But the Vikings did just enough to keep their season going.
"It's got to be," Lun said when asked whether Shapiro's make was the biggest shot in Whitman history. Worth noting: Lun has been coaching the Vikings for 19 seasons, including 2006, when they won their only boys' state title.
Now comes a date with Frederick, which advanced with a 61-49 win over Wise in Upper Marlboro.
"To win a state championship ... sometimes you just need bounces," Lun said. "And we certainly got one big one tonight."
St. Charles rallied from a nine-point third-quarter deficit at Wise to beat Stephen Decatur, 63-61, and earn a trip to College Park for the Maryland 3A boys' final. The Spartans (21-5) were led by Shamir Taylor's 27 points.
The Spartans, playing in their first title game, will face Northeast, which defeated Long Reach, 56-49, at North Point. Senior guard Cam Albury led the Eagles (21-5), who will also make their finals debut, with 18 points.
The Lightning finished 23-3.
Hammond extended its undefeated season with a 63-57 win over Gwynn Park at North Point in a 2A girls' semifinal.
The Golden Bears (26-0) led by as many as 14, but the Yellow Jackets (21-5) responded to cut the deficit to three at the end of three quarters. Nia Green led Hammond with 20 points, and Sara Yarnell scored 11 of her 13 points in the second half.
The Golden Bears will face Francis Scott Key in their first appearance in the state final since 2002.
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Capitals' pivotal road trip continues with punishing loss in Edmonton
The Capitals are unable to match the Oilers' speed as their backslide continues with a 7-2 blowout loss. 
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-03-14

Nick Jensen and the Washington Capitals are reeling after back-to-back defeats to open a crucial five-game road trip. (Codie McLachlan/Getty Images)


EDMONTON -- The Washington Capitals expected to bounce back.
After getting shut out by the Winnipeg Jets on Monday to begin a critical five-game road trip, the Capitals entered Wednesday's game at Rogers Place against the Edmonton Oilers counting on turning in a stronger performance.
Washington erased an early two-goal deficit by the 11-minute mark of the first period, but things unraveled from there for the Capitals. Just 29 seconds after center Connor McMichael tied the game, Edmonton forward Zach Hyman scored his first of three goals on the night as the Oilers reclaimed the lead on their way to an emphatic 7-2 victory.
Goaltender Darcy Kuemper made 30 saves for Washington. Stuart Skinner stopped 23 of 25 for Edmonton.
"It was a tough night," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "It's not a great matchup for our team in general, with their speed and skill. Even in our building [where Edmonton won 5-0 in November], and then back here, it's an issue for us. They're just fast, and when we play teams like that, it gets exploited."
Washington was on its heels just 1:05 into the game when center Nic Dowd -- playing for the first time since Feb. 20 after missing nine games with an upper-body injury -- drew blood as he hit Darnell Nurse with a high stick, sending Washington to a four-minute penalty kill. The Capitals managed to kill the first three-plus minutes of the power play, but Leon Draisaitl's rapid-fire assault on net eventually paid dividends.
Kuemper stopped Draisaitl's first two shots, and he hit the crossbar on the third, but on the fourth, Draisaitl found the net beyond Kuemper's outstretched glove to give Edmonton the lead.
Less than two minutes after Draisaitl's tally, Washington put the Oilers back on the power play after center Dylan Strome caught Adam Henrique with a high stick. Connor McDavid needed just 33 seconds to double Edmonton's lead, firing a wrist shot around defenseman Nick Jensen.
At that point, the Capitals had yet to record a shot on goal.
Ivan Miroshnichenko scored the second goal of his NHL career on Washington's first shot of the game with a no-look turnaround slap shot from the outside edge of the right circle that beat Skinner on a sharp angle. Skinner also allowed a goal on the second shot he faced when McMichael tied the game with a bar-down wrist shot from the slot on the power play.
As quickly as the Capitals tied the game, they surrendered the lead even faster. The Oilers held onto the lead they grabbed with Hyman's first goal, Skinner didn't allow another goal after the initial two and what had briefly looked like a promising uprising soon turned into a long night for Washington.

Darcy Kuemper repels a shot from the Oilers' Corey Perry in the second period, but the Capitals' goaltender surrendered seven goals on 37 shots. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)


"We were in that game for a while, and a couple unlucky things [happened.] They're a team that they make their breaks, though," winger Tom Wilson said. "They play fast. They play creative. If you're not smart with the puck, they'll make you pay. We gave them way too many looks, way too many chances. I mean, they're going to end up in the back of your net. I thought we started well, considering the penalty kills and stuff, but just too much their way."
For much of the second period, the Capitals did enough to keep themselves within striking distance of Edmonton, but their inability to generate offense on a consistent basis kept them at bay. Hyman scored his second goal at the 14:13 mark after a turnover in the neutral zone by defenseman Martin Fehervary led to a two-on-one for Edmonton, and he then completed his hat trick with a power-play tally in the final minute of the period.
"I thought we were right there for a bit, and then there's a couple just mistakes," Carbery said. "Marty's turnover in the neutral zone, those little things against a team like this, then you get behind the eight-ball and now you're really -- when you get down a couple, that becomes really, really challenging."
Chasing the game against a fast, skilled team like Edmonton has been a problem for Washington all season, and those issues returned Wednesday.
"Against a good team like that, we've got to find a way to just be better with the puck and manage the situations a little bit better, because they can capitalize," Wilson said.
The Capitals have no time to dwell on Wednesday's loss. They boarded a flight to Seattle after the game and will face the Kraken at Climate Pledge Arena on Thursday night, once again hoping for a bounce-back performance as they try to salvage points from an ugly start to the road trip.
"It's crucial," McMichael said. "We need every single point we can get at this point in the year. Performances like that aren't going to cut it. [Thursday], I'm sure we'll come out with a big response."
"We've just got to find a way," added Carbery. "In a difficult circumstance, travel, back-to-back, team waiting for us, we've just got to dig in and find a way to -- not necessarily to win and two points and that, but just keep the game tight. Give us a chance to win a hockey game."
Note: Winger Aliaksei Protas missed Wednesday's game with a lower-body injury. Protas was hobbled by a shot at the end of Washington's victory over Chicago on Saturday but played in Winnipeg on Monday, though he didn't appear to be fully healthy. Carbery said postgame that he expects Protas -- as well as center Mike Sgarbossa and defenseman Alex Alexeyev, who were healthy scratches Wednesday -- to be in the lineup Thursday.
"We'll probably use all the fresh bodies we have," Carbery said.
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Desperate Maryland opens Big Ten tournament with a rout of Rutgers
The Terrapins need a five-game winning streak in the Big Ten tourney to earn an NCAA bid. They got off to a strong start vs. the Scarlet Knights.
By Gene Wang | 2024-03-14

Maryland's Julian Reese celebrates a dunk during the Terrapins win over Rutgers in the first round of the Big Ten tournament. Reese was one of four Terps starters in double figures with 12 points and six rebounds. (Abbie Parr/AP)


MINNEAPOLIS -- Maryland arrived at the Big Ten men's basketball tournament knowing full well anything short of winning five games in as many days would result in missing out on an NCAA tournament berth. Fueled by an overpowering first half, the 12th-seeded Terrapins took the first step with a 65-51 win over No. 13 seed Rutgers on Wednesday night.
The triumph in the opening round at Target Center featured scoring contributions from eight players, led by 16 points from Donta Scott. The Big Ten's top-ranked scoring defense also clamped down on the Scarlet Knights, who shot 31.1 percent overall and were just 5 for 21 (23.8 percent) from three-point range.
The Terrapins (16-16) advanced to the second round Thursday and will face No. 5 seed Wisconsin. Maryland dropped the regular season matchup with the Badgers, 74-70, trimming a double-digit deficit to two points late in regulation before falling on the road Feb. 20.
The win ended a three-game slide that concluded the Terrapins' rocky regular season.
"We just talked about defense," Maryland Coach Kevin Willard said. "I wanted to get off to a fast start defensively, get some stops. We got two deflections, a fast-break layup, and we got an open three off a turnover. For me, when we've been good, it's been on the defensive end."
Julian Reese added 12 points, six rebounds, three assists and two blocks against Rutgers (15-17) three days after missing the regular season finale -- a 16-point loss at Penn State -- with a sore ankle. Point guard Jahmir Young, named first-team all-Big Ten, chipped in 11 points, eight rebounds and seven assists.
The outcome became all but a formality early in the second half when Maryland went on an 11-2 run, stretching a 14-point halftime lead to 47-24 with 16:29 remaining. Reese had an emphatic two-handed dunk in that stretch.
Maryland's ball movement also was as crisp as at any point this season. Seventeen of the Terrapins' 22 made field goals were assisted, marking their most assists against a Big Ten opponent this season. Six players, including every starter, had at least one assist.
"Just continue to share the ball, find the open man," Young said. "It started on defense, being able to limit them to one shot and get out in transition, where we were having success. We tried to limit them to one shot so we could get going."
The lopsided result allowed Willard to rest the Terrapins' core trio of Young, Reese and Scott in the closing stages for what Maryland is hoping to be an extended stay in Minneapolis, which is hosting the Big Ten tournament for the first time. With a little more than three minutes to go, Willard made wholesale substitutions, inserting Noah Batchelor, Mady Traore and seldom-used freshman Jahnathan Lamothe for the duration.
The only blemish to an otherwise celebratory occasion was Jahari Long, one of Maryland's top reserves, collapsing onto the court with 50 seconds to play clutching his right leg. Willard walked across the floor to assess the situation while an athletic trainer examined Long's knee. Several teammates then helped him to the bench, where he stayed for the rest of the game.
His status for Thursday remains unclear, according to Willard, who directed Maryland to a second straight win against the Scarlet Knights.
"Rutgers is a lot like us," Willard said. "There's times they've really struggled to shoot the ball. They run good stuff, but there's times -- you've really just got to pack it in on them at times, just try to make them make threes, and I thought the [three] times we've played them, our guys have done a really good job of understanding the scouting reports and personnel."
Maryland started fast at both ends of the court and took a 36-22 lead into halftime. In an uncharacteristic change of circumstances, the Terrapins made their first three three-point attempts of the game during an 11-0 run and led by as much as 32-14 with 3:52 to play on Jamie Kaiser Jr.'s foul line jumper.
In the starting lineup for the fourth time this season and the first time in seven games, Kaiser (11 points, four steals) swished both of his three-pointers in the first half, providing a spark from long range that was sorely absent throughout the roster during the regular season. Maryland, which made 7 of 20 three-point shots (35 percent), came into the week ranked 343rd out of 351 schools in three-point shooting (28.4 percent).
"We opened up hitting shots early, just trying not to give them life," said Young, Maryland's scoring leader during the regular season (20.8). "Being able to bounce back like Coach said is huge. Guys stepping up, just defending, trying to run them off the three-point line, so we did a good job staying in front and staying in control all game."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-03-14
NBA
7:30 p.m. Phoenix at Boston >>> TNT
8 p.m. Washington at Houston >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
10 p.m. Dallas at Oklahoma City >>> TNT
NHL
10 p.m. Washington at Seattle >>> Monumental Sports Network 2, WJFK (106.7 FM)
MLB SPRING TRAINING
1 p.m. New York Mets vs. St. Louis >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Oakland vs. Chicago Cubs >>> MLB Network
7 p.m. Baltimore vs. Pittsburgh >>> MLB Network
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS
11:30 a.m. Atlantic 10, quarterfinals: Richmond vs. St. Joseph's >>> USA Network
Noon ACC, quarterfinals: North Carolina vs. Florida State >>>ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
Noon Big East, quarterfinals: Connecticut vs. Xavier >>> Fox Sports 1
Noon Big Ten, second round: Michigan State vs. Minnesota >>> Big Ten Network
12:30 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinals: Texas Tech vs. BYU >>> ESPN2
12:30 p.m. American, second round: Tulsa vs. East Carolina >>> ESPNU
1 p.m. SEC, second round: LSU vs. Mississippi State >>> SEC Network
2 p.m. Atlantic 10, quarterfinals: Massachusetts vs. VCU >>> USA Network
2:30 p.m. ACC, quarterfinals: Pittsburgh vs. Wake Forest >>> ESPN2
2:30 p.m. American, second round: Memphis vs. Wichita State >>> ESPNU
2:30 p.m. Big East, quarterfinals: Seton Hall vs. St. John's >>> Fox Sports 1
2:30 p.m. Big Ten, second round: Maryland vs. Wisconsin >>> Big Ten Network, WTEM (980 FM)
3 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinals: Houston vs. TCU >>> ESPN
3 p.m. Mountain West, quarterfinals: Utah State vs. Fresno State >>>CBS Sports Network
3:30 p.m. SEC, second round: South Carolina vs. Arkansas >>> SEC Network
5 p.m. Atlantic 10, quarterfinals: Loyola Chicago vs. St. Bonaventure>>> USA Network
5:30 p.m. Mountain West, quarterfinals: UNLV vs. San Diego State >>>CBS Sports Network
6:30 p.m. Big Ten, second round: Iowa vs. Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
7 p.m. ACC, quarterfinals: Duke vs. North Carolina State >>> ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
7 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinals: Iowa State vs. Kansas State >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. American, second round: Tulane vs. North Texas >>> ESPNU
7 p.m. Big East, quarterfinals: Creighton vs. Providence >>> Fox Sports 1
7 p.m. SEC, second round: Mississippi vs. Texas A&M >>> SEC Network
7:30 p.m. Atlantic 10, quarterfinals: Dayton vs. Duquesne >>> USA Network
9 p.m. American, second round: SMU vs. Temple >>> ESPNU
9 p.m. Mountain West, quarterfinals: Nevada vs. Colorado State >>> CBS Sports Network
9 p.m. Big Ten, second round: Indiana vs. Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
9:30 p.m. ACC, quarterfinals: Virginia vs. Boston College >>>ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
9:30 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinals: Baylor vs. Cincinnati >>> ESPN2
9:30 p.m. Big East, quarterfinals: Marquette vs. Villanova >>> Fox Sports 1
9:30 p.m. SEC, second round: Florida vs. Georgia >>> SEC Network
11:30 p.m. Mountain West, quarterfinals: Boise State vs. New Mexico >>> CBS Sports Network
11:30 p.m. Pac-12, quarterfinals: Colorado vs. TBD >>> Fox Sports 1
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
5 p.m. Southland, final: Lamar vs. Texas A&M Corpus Christi >>> ESPNU
GOLF
1 p.m. PGA Tour: Players Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
8 p.m. Concacaf Champions Cup, round of 16, second leg: New England at Alajuelense >>> Fox Sports 2
8:30 p.m. Copa Libertadores: Always Ready at Nacional >>> beIN Sports
10:15 p.m. Concacaf Champions Cup, round of 16, second leg: FC Cincinnati at Monterrey >>> Fox Sports 2
TENNIS
2 p.m. ATP/WTA: BNP Paribas Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
7 p.m. South Dakota at Louisville >>> ACC Network
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SpaceX's Starship completes third test flight, its most successful yet
Starship flew for nearly an hour in space, though it didn't survive reentry into Earth's atmosphere, coming to a fiery end over the Indian Ocean.
By Christian Davenport | 2024-03-14

Starship launches in Boca Chica, Texas, on Thursday. (Adam Davis/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


SpaceX's Starship spacecraft made it to space and traveled more than halfway around the world Thursday before coming to a fiery end over the Indian Ocean, in the most successful demonstration to date of the vehicle NASA has chosen to one day land astronauts on the moon.
While the spacecraft did not survive reentry into the Earth's atmosphere, it completed a number of key milestones that were hailed as major steps toward helping SpaceX perfect the art of flying the world's largest and most powerful rocket.
In addition to a near-perfect launch, the craft flew for nearly an hour after lifting off from SpaceX's private launch site in South Texas near the Gulf of Mexico at 9:25 a.m. Eastern. All 33 of the booster's engines ignited successfully, and after nearly three minutes, the Starship spacecraft separated and began a journey across the globe powered by its six engines.
The mission, SpaceX's third test flight of the Starship system, was eagerly awaited by NASA, which is investing $4 billion in developing Starship, which it intends to use to transport astronauts to the moon in the first two human landings since the Apollo era. SpaceX also intends to use the massive vehicle, which stands nearly 400 feet tall, to deploy the next generation of its Starlink internet satellites. Many in the science community are eager to use it to deploy large scientific instruments and telescopes into space.
"Congrats to @SpaceX on a successful test flight!" NASA Administrator Bill Nelson wrote in a post on X. "Starship has soared into the heavens. Together, we are making great strides through Artemis to return humanity to the Moon--then look onward to Mars."
The vehicle, collectively called Starship, is composed of the Super Heavy booster and a spacecraft that sits on top. The company already has several other rockets under production and hopes to fly again soon, SpaceX CEO Elon Musk has said.
On this flight, the rocket achieved a speed of more than 16,000 mph, which would have allowed the spacecraft to enter orbit around Earth. Instead, SpaceX commanded the spacecraft to reenter the atmosphere over the Indian Ocean. After slamming into the thickening atmosphere, it generated heat of about 2,600 degrees Fahrenheit and did not survive. The booster was also lost after it began to tumble as it fell back to Earth over the Gulf of Mexico.
Still, it was the most successful Starship flight by far.
"It's incredible to see how much further we got this time around," Dan Huot, a SpaceX spokesman, said during the company's live broadcast.
"This is just a phenomenal test so far," SpaceX engineer Siva Bharadvaj said. "Super Heavy is performing beautifully today."
With each flight, SpaceX has gotten better at flying Starship, learning from each test mission and then using the data it collects to continue to tweak the vehicle's hardware, software and ground systems.
"Each of these flight tests continue to be just that: a test," SpaceX said in a statement before Thursday's flight. "They aren't occurring in a lab or on a test stand but are putting flight hardware in a flight environment to maximize learning."
During the first flight, in April 2023, several of the main engines failed during liftoff and more failed as it ascended. The force of the rocket blew up its launchpad and sent debris flying into the Texas shoreline. That triggered a lawsuit from environmentalists, who are concerned about the massive rocket's impact on the surrounding area.
For the second flight, SpaceX installed a water deluge system to its pad, which dampened the blast, and made upgrades to the rocket's engines. The vehicle made it through stage separation, and the upper-stage engines fired as well. But as the booster started to ignite 13 of its engines to fly the rocket back to Earth, one engine failed, "quickly cascading to a rapid unscheduled disassembly" -- the phrase SpaceX uses to describe the loss of a vehicle. The spacecraft was lost after a leak led to a fire and its autonomous onboard flight termination system destroyed the vehicle.
After the flight, the FAA oversaw SpaceX's investigation and, in February, said it had accepted the company's report. As a result, the FAA required SpaceX to complete 17 corrective actions, which included hardware redesigns, updates to engine-control algorithms and installation of fire protection measures.
SpaceX said that "upgrades derived from the flight test will debut on the next Starship and Super Heavy vehicles."
On this mission, SpaceX also tested opening and closing the payload doors through which it would deploy satellites to orbit. And since SpaceX intends to eventually refuel its Starship spacecraft while in orbit, the company also attempted to transfer propellant on this flight from one tank to another.
It was not immediately clear if those tests were successful. "We do still need to do some data review on those," Bharadvaj said. "So as we get that data back, we'll be sure to update you on social [media] for how those tests went."
As the Starship spacecraft began reentering the atmosphere cameras on board the spacecraft showed images of the intense heat building up around the vehicle, engulfing it in a fireball. SpaceX had installed terminals for its Starlink internet satellite system on the spacecraft, which allowed for the stunning video to broadcast on its livestream until the heat finally overtook the system.
As expected, communication with the spacecraft was lost as it plunged through the thickening atmosphere. After a few minutes, however, SpaceX said that the spacecraft, known as Ship 28, did not survive reentry.
"We are making the call now that we have lost Ship 28," he said. The company had hoped to fly the ship all the way to the surface of Indian Ocean, where it was expected to hit hard and explode.
It was unclear where exactly the ship was when the mission ended, but Jonathan McDowell, an astrophysicist at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, who tracks spacecraft, said his analysis showed it likely was lost about 620 miles southeast of Mauritius over the Indian Ocean.
Still, the flight will give SpaceX engineers lots of information to review that they will use in the next flight.
"The further we could fly, and the more data we could collect, was always the biggest win," SpaceX engineer Kate Tice said.
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Ex-treasury secretary Mnuchin eyes TikTok, seeks investors to fund bid
Steven Mnuchin was part of a Trump administration effort to crack down on the social media app. Now he wants to buy it. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-03-14

Steven Mnuchin in November 2021 in Washington. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Former treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin is putting together a group of investors to buy TikTok, he said Thursday.
Mnuchin made the comments during a TV interview as the Senate prepared to consider a bill that would force TikTok's Beijing-based parent, ByteDance, to divest the popular social media app. Under the bill passed by the House on Wednesday, TikTok would have 180 days to find a buyer or face a ban in the United States.
"I think the legislation should pass -- I think it should be sold," Mnuchin told CNBC. "I understand the technology, it's a great business, and I'm going to put together a group to buy TikTok.
The bill's proponents say they want to wrest TikTok from foreign control, expressing concerns that the Chinese government could use the app to spy on Americans or influence elections. TikTok, which says its U.S. operations use cloud servers in the United States, has criticized the bill and lobbied against it, saying the real objective is to ban the app outright.
Mnuchin was part of a 2020 effort to force a TikTok sale or ban when he led the Treasury Department under President Donald Trump. Mnuchin said a Treasury panel that oversees foreign investments recommended a sale, although Trump ultimately signed an executive order barring U.S. entities from doing business with TikTok and another Chinese-owned app, WeChat, which would have effectively banned them from app stores on phones in the United States. Federal courts blocked the order, however.
Since leaving government, Mnuchin has founded Liberty Strategic Capital, a D.C.-based private equity firm focused on technology companies. Mnuchin declined to say Thursday who might be part of his investment group, but he stressed that no single investor would have a controlling interest.
Several other investors have expressed interest in buying TikTok, although it's unclear how advanced those efforts are. Canadian investor Kevin O'Leary, a regular on the "Shark Tank" TV show, has said he wants to buy the app. He has called it a "complicated transaction," however, because Congress has not clarified whether it would have to be a full or partial divestment.
Former Activision chief executive Bobby  Kotick has also floated the idea to potential investment partners, according to the Wall Street Journal.
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If the House TikTok bill becomes law, the next stop is the courts
The bill's overwhelming passage marked the first time a chamber of Congress has voted for the forced divestiture of a social media platform. 
By Drew Harwell, Eva Dou | 2024-03-14

Giovanna Gonzalez of Chicago demonstrates Tuesday outside the Capitol after a news conference by TikTok creators to voice their opposition to the House bill that seeks to ban or force the sale of the video app. (Craig Hudson/Reuters)


The House's approval of a bill calling for the forced sale or ban of the video app TikTok in the United States could end up launching a legal battle over the long-running and politically polarizing question: Is such a government effort constitutional?
On Thursday, the only conclusion that seemed certain: The resolution will come in the courts.
The bill's overwhelming passage marked the first time a chamber of Congress has voted for the forced divestiture of a social media platform. TikTok, which is owned by the China-based tech giant ByteDance, is wildly popular, with 170 million users nationwide.
The legislation's opponents have said it would violate American users' First Amendment rights by taking away a platform they use for free expression. They've also warned against the government potentially overstepping constitutional boundaries by targeting a single company it dislikes.
"The proper relationship between government and citizen in the United States is that the citizen decides what to be exposed to and what ideologies to embrace," Rep. Dan Bishop (R-N.C.) said on the House floor Wednesday, speaking against the bill.
"How could it be that Congress should be working hard to devise a means to circumvent that prevailing principle of the First Amendment?" he added. "America confronts a grave challenge in China, and it will not prevail by becoming more like it."

Representatives debated the merits of a bill that could lead to a ban of TikTok before passing it in a floor vote on March 13.


The bill's supporters, however, have argued that a forced sale is necessary to address the potential for the Chinese government to use TikTok for data harvesting and propaganda -- national-security risks they say should outweigh free-speech concerns. TikTok's users, they argue, could talk on some other platform if the app went away.
"You wouldn't allow a radio tower owned by the Chinese to be put up right in the middle of Washington, D.C., and then allow it to just put out Chinese propaganda," Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Tex.) said Wednesday. "The First Amendment does not give the Chinese Communist Party the right to American data or the right to manipulate the minds of Americans."
The bill would give ByteDance 180 days to sell its U.S. TikTok operation to another interest outside China. After that deadline, the federal government would force Apple, Google and other tech companies to either stop serving up TikTok on their app stores and web-hosting services or face massive fines.
President Biden has said he would sign the legislation if it cleared Congress, but the bill's fate is uncertain in the Senate, where competing legislation has been introduced. Some senators have backed the House legislation, but Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), who opposed a similar effort last year, could hurt its chances by vowing to block it as "contrary to the Constitution."
Potential buyers are already circling. On CNBC's "Squawk Box" Thursday, former Treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin said he is putting together a consortium to try to buy the platform. "I think the legislation should pass and I think it should be sold," Mnuchin said. "It's a great business and I'm going to put together a group to buy TikTok."
TikTok's chief executive, Shou Zi Chew, said in a video posted to TikTok and X late Wednesday that the company would "do all we can, including exercising our legal rights, to protect this amazing platform that we have built with you."

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) talks with reporters at the Capitol last month. Paul opposed legislation last year that sought to ban TikTok and could thwart the House legislation this year. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Paul and some other Republicans have been joined by civil-liberties groups on the left and right in slamming the bill. Jenna Leventoff, senior policy counsel at the American Civil Liberties Union, urged the Senate in a statement Wednesday to reject the "blatant censorship" bill as "unconstitutional and reckless." She said the House had "voted to violate the First Amendment rights of more than half of the country."
Jennifer Huddleston, a technology policy research fellow at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank, said in an interview that the First Amendment question will come down to whether the government has "a compelling state interest" and is "using the least-restrictive means when it comes to speech."
Of the suggestion that TikTok users could simply switch to another platform, she said, "We wouldn't tolerate it in an offline circumstance -- the argument that they can just go to another bookstore, or you can just read another newspaper -- if the government were to shut down specific venues for speech in that regard. The same is true for the social media context and TikTok."
Previous federal measures to restrict TikTok have faced resistance in the courts. After the Trump administration pushed to force a sale or ban of TikTok, two federal judges ruled that the crackdown was based on claims of a national-security threat that was, as Obama appointee Wendy Beetlestone wrote, "phrased in the hypothetical" and would "exceed the bounds of the law."
While "the ultimate purpose (or intended object) of those prohibitions is to prevent China from accessing those data and spreading disinformation on TikTok," wrote another judge, Trump appointee Carl Nichols, the government's actions would lead to "indirect regulations" of personal communications and the exchange of information in an "arbitrary and capricious" way.
Montana's statewide ban of TikTok was also halted last year by a federal judge, who wrote that it had a "pervasive undertone of anti-Chinese sentiment" and "violates the Constitution in more ways than one."
The judge, Donald Molloy, also rejected the argument that a ban was acceptable under the law because users could still speak on other platforms, saying that limits on speech should be targeted and precise -- a "constitutional scalpel."
Molloy did not, however, weigh in on a separate legal debate: whether government actions like the House's TikTok bill would violate the Constitution's "bill of attainder" clause, which prohibits using legislation to punish a person for an alleged crime without a trial.
Some lawmakers have argued that any bill singling out a particular business would violate that clause. Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) argued last year against naming TikTok in legislation being considered then, saying, "There is reason to believe that legislation targeted solely at TikTok would be overturned by the courts because of the Constitution's prohibition on bills of attainder."
The bill names TikTok but says it would apply to all apps the government decrees are "controlled by foreign adversary companies." But TikTok and its supporters have pointed to what they say are indications from the bill's sponsors that the bill was unfairly targeted at them -- including, most notably, that the bill document published online last week was titled "TIKTOK.XML."
Brendan Carr, a Republican on the Federal Communications Commission and vocal TikTok critic, circulated a memo in recent days arguing the bill would not violate the clause because it was instituting future restrictions, not focusing on the past.

Brendan Carr, a Republican on the Federal Communications Commission, has circulated a memo in recent days challenging an argument by some lawmakers that the House TikTok bill would violate the Constitution's "bill of attainder" clause, which prohibits using legislation to punish a person for an alleged crime without a trial. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


And a September report by the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service noted that China's Huawei Technologies and Russia's Kaspersky Lab had previously failed in challenging restrictions on their U.S. businesses based on bill of attainder arguments.
The bill's proponents have tried to distance themselves from a ban, believing a forced sale would be more legally watertight. Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, on Tuesday said he wanted "to be clear" that the bill was not about banning TikTok. "The ultimate object of the bill is about a question of ownership," he said. "Do we want TikTok as a platform to be owned by an American company or owned by China?"
But they could be undermined by recent comments from supporters like Crenshaw, who posted on X last week, "No one is trying to disguise anything. You're correct -- we want to ban TikTok." (Crenshaw has since said the bill is not a ban.)
TikTok supporters have also argued that a sale within 180 days would be so challenging to maneuver that a ban might be inescapable. China has said it would oppose a forced sale using export-control measures, and TikTok's estimated price tag, in the tens of billions of dollars, would put it in the realm of only the biggest corporate giants, for whom federal regulators may have antitrust concerns.
The bill's backers have noted that there is, however, some precedent for restrictions against foreign ownership of broadcast media in the United States. In the Communications Act of 1934, Congress prohibited foreign individuals and companies from being majority owners in U.S. public radio and TV stations, stemming from national security concerns raised during World War I.
The restriction remains in place today, though it does not affect cable TV, and the FCC may grant exceptions. The FCC does not have authority to regulate the likes of TikTok or YouTube, and it is unclear if judges would consider the measure similar enough to count as legal precedent.
The House bill affecting TikTok was drafted with support from senior Biden administration officials, including Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco and top officials in national intelligence and defense. Sarah Kreps, director of Cornell University's Tech Policy Institute, said the co-sponsors and the White House seem "fairly confident" it will be inoculated against constitutional concerns.

Supporters of TikTok outside the Capitol on Wednesday. The video app's defenders note that it is used by lawmakers, journalists, political organizers and even Chinese dissidents to share their views and learn information. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


But the country's precedent for national security outweighing free speech, Kreps said, is built on decades-old cases from times of military conflict, such as the 1798 Sedition Act, which criminalized "false, scandalous and malicious writing" about the federal government.
"Once national security is invoked, it gives almost unfettered latitude for the government to sidestep First Amendment concerns, because now this is almost like a wartime footing," Kreps said. "It is unusual that this would take place outside a wartime circumstance. But the framing of this legislation is invoking that kind of threat."
The FCC's bans on foreign ownership of radio and TV stations were first imposed during a time of limited airwaves, not a sprawling global internet. "It does feel in that sense that we're going back to some kind of Cold War-like media environment," Kreps said, "where we're now going to erect boundaries in the service of national security."
TikTok's defenders note that the app is used by lawmakers, journalists, political organizers and even Chinese dissidents to share their views and learn information. Since 2020, the number of TikTok users who say they get news on the app has almost doubled, according to the Pew Research Center, with a third of adults under 30 in the United States now using it to follow current events.
But among the bill's "yes" votes was Rep. Jeff Jackson (D-N.C.), who routinely posts about the unseen realities of Congress to his 2.5 million TikTok followers. In a TikTok post explaining why, he said he didn't expect the bill would lead to a ban and added, "I think we can solve this problem and keep marching on."
Reps. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), the leaders of the House select committee on China who last week introduced the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act, said the bill was not about "shutting down speech" but about targeting the security risks of foreign social media ownership.
"Today we send a clear message that we will not tolerate our adversaries weaponizing our freedoms against us," Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), whose committee advanced the TikTok bill, said before the vote.

Reps. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) and Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) on Wednesday. The three lawmakers played key roles in the legislation targeting TikTok. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


But the federal government has yet to provide examples of the Chinese government forcing TikTok to share data or skew its recommendation algorithms, further fueling debates over the necessity of such a widespread ban.
"If TikTok truly is breaking laws on a major scale, let us start a legal case with fact-finding and an adversarial process," the economist Tyler Cowen wrote this week. "Surely such a path would uncover the wrongdoing under consideration."
Rep. Jim Himes (D-Conn.), the top Democrat on the House intelligence committee, said Wednesday he was clear-eyed about the online threats posed by China but still opposed the "enormously rushed" bill, saying a federal industry-wide privacy law would offer broader protections for Americans in a way that is "consistent with our commitment to freedom of expression."
"It's our adversaries that shut down social media platforms, that shut down radio stations, that shut down newspapers," Himes said in an interview. "We trust Americans to be good stewards of their democracy, and we do not trust the government to decide what platforms Americans have access to."
The bill's passage kicked off a victory lap from TikTok critics. Jacob Helberg, a member of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, a government advisory agency, posted on X after the vote the names of the representatives who voted against the TikTok bill and said, "Remember them this November. Get in touch with [Alberto E. Martinez] to help fund their opponents."
Martinez is the executive vice president of public affairs for Targeted Victory, a Republican consulting firm that Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, paid to orchestrate a nationwide media and lobbying campaign slamming TikTok as the "real threat" to American teens.
Targeted Victory and Helberg declined to comment. Meta spokesman Andy Stone said, "We don't know about this project and are not involved."
Jameel Jaffer, executive director of Columbia University's Knight First Amendment Institute, said in a statement that the bill was a "betrayal of the First Amendment and a great gift to authoritarians around the world, who will soon be citing this profoundly misguided bill to justify new restrictions on their own citizens' access to ideas, information and media from abroad."
But such measures are not new. In 2021, Nigeria's government banned Twitter across the country, saying it had been used to spread "misinformation and fake news" in a way that "could tear some countries apart." The State Department chastised the Nigerian government then, saying, "Unduly restricting the ability of Nigerians to report, gather, and disseminate opinions and information has no place in a democracy."
Jacob Bogage, Ellen Nakashima, Will Oremus and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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SpaceX's Starship makes it into space but is lost during reentry
SpaceX launched its massive Starship rocket at 9:25 a.m. Eastern time Thursday and it made it more than halfway around the Earth before communication was lost.
By Christian Davenport | 2024-03-14
SpaceX launched its massive Starship rocket for the third time on Thursday from its private launch site in South Texas. The launch took place at 9:25 a.m. Eastern time. The spacecraft separated from its booster as planned and traveled further than it had on its previous test flights. SpaceX lost communication with the vehicle before it made it to its planned splashdown location in the Indian Ocean.
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Overwhelmed by subscriptions? Here are 8 tips to save money.
Save money and sanity by getting your subscriptions in order and canceling anything that's not worth the money. 
By Heather Kelly | 2024-03-14

(iStock/Getty Images)


Subscriptions are supposed to be convenient. Instead of shelling out for each TV series you stream or manually writing a check every month to the gym, you allow the nice companies to take money out of your account automatically. Thoughtful, right?
Our subscription-based economy has a dark side. People are paying for things they don't use or need, and they are struggling to unsubscribe when they want out.
The costs and terms of many subscriptions change frequently, especially for one of the most popular subscriptions: streaming services. In January, Amazon started showing ads to existing Prime Video subscribers unless they paid more to get rid of them. Netflix cracked down on password-sharing to increase the number of paid subscribers last year. Now Disney, which owns Disney Plus, Hulu and ESPN Plus, has updated its terms to prohibit sharing and will try to push those people to pay this summer.
To protect your money, regularly audit your subscriptions to make sure you're still paying the same amounts, and only for things you use and love -- such as newspapers.
There is a high probability you are paying monthly fees for things you have already forgotten you signed up for. The longer a free trial -- such as three months of Apple TV Plus with a new device -- the easier it is to forget about.
You can go through your credit card statement to see which companies are charging you, but that doesn't tell the whole story. While most recurring payments are automatic deductions charged every month or as a lump sum once a year, a growing number of services bill through a third party, such as Amazon, Apple and Google. They can be bundled together as one charge, meaning they are easier to miss on statements.
Go to your settings in each app store and review what you have signed up for, including free trials that you forgot are coming to an end.
On an iOS device, go to Settings, tap on your profile on top, then tap "Subscriptions" to see what you are paying for through Apple. Make sure the option for "Renewal Receipts" is turned on so you get emails reminding you that you pay for these services. On an Android device, go to the Play Store, then tap the menu icon (the box with lines in the upper-left corner) and look for "subscriptions." And on the Amazon website, use the "accounts and lists" drop-down menu next to the search bar to click on "memberships and subscriptions."
Outside of the app store subscriptions, cancellation can get messy. Every company is different, but start with a straightforward search of its name and "cancel account" to find the online options to unsubscribe.
To ensure you aren't tricked into another billing cycle, remove any credit card information from your account if you are able. You should still have access to the service until the date of the next payment. If you are struggling, call a customer service representative and do not let sales pitches get in your way. If you are being charged for a suspicious subscription you don't remember and can't find contact information for it, report it immediately to your credit card company.
If you have an app for a paid service such as Netflix, remember that deleting it will not cancel your payments. You must do it manually.
If you're specifically trying to end your Amazon membership, go to your account page and select the drop-down menu under "Membership." You'll see the option to get a heads-up before it renews, and can hit a button that says "End membership." Scroll to the bottom of the page and click "Continue to cancel."
To avoid being caught with unwanted payments in the future, keep track of all subscriptions. Check your bank statements regularly, keep a list or spreadsheet of all your subscriptions as you start them, and set a calendar reminder to cancel a subscription or free trial when you're done with it (set it for at least 48 hours before you will be charged). Some banking and budgeting apps include tools to find recurring payments automatically.
Many subscriptions are only good deals if you use a service a certain amount, especially when they're not the only option for paying. For example, you don't actually need a Prime subscription to order products from Amazon, and many things arrive quickly without one. (Use this quiz to calculate if you're getting enough out of your Amazon Prime subscription.)
If you pay for something like Uber One, the company's $9.99-a-month subscription option, look through your last year of trips and orders to see if you used it enough to make the discount a better deal than paying a la carte. Same goes for memberships like Grubhub Plus.
Make sure you're paying for the correct tier of subscription for each company and not more. For example, if you're using Netflix, make sure you're paying for the minimum amount you need now that the company has cracked down on sharing.
Keeping or canceling aren't your only options for saving money on things such as subscriptions.
A surprising number of payments are negotiable, most notably cable and cellphone service fees, which can usually be lowered with a phone call and a threat to switch to another company. Car insurance and credit card interest rates can also be haggled down. The best time to bargain is after your initial contract is up.
Another way to pay less is to share your subscriptions -- in the proper, legal way, of course. Look into any family plans and read the fine print for how that company defines family or household -- terms that regularly change. Does your mom need to live at the same address to share a streaming account, or just be your mom? If having more people on a streaming account lowers the cost for everyone, it might be worth switching.
Some companies, such as Spotify, allow you to pay more to add up to five additional family members, or just $4 more if you want a two-person account. And if you're absolutely going to keep using it for a long time, many subscriptions offer discounted rates if you pay for an entire year up front. (Set that calendar reminder for 11 months from now!)
If you're on the fence about giving up an account forever, some companies will let you pause an account instead of canceling it. And services including Netflix make it possible to quit and come back without losing your watch history. You can also cycle through similar accounts, using one streaming service one month, then pausing it and switching to another.
The glut in grocery and restaurant delivery services means you have multiple options when it comes to paying someone to bring you a fresh or frozen burrito. The prices across apps can vary, even for the same restaurant or grocery store.
To find out what apps are best for your bank account, and for local restaurants, check out our breakdown of where your money goes with each service.
Before shopping for groceries, look at prices on apps such as Instacart or Amazon Fresh to see how they compare, calculating in any delivery fees. Also try the stores' sites directly and see if they offer pickup or delivery. For restaurants, prices can also vary between apps, so open a few and check your favorite entrees before purchasing.
If possible, see if the restaurant is taking orders directly. Even if the prices aren't lower, the business will probably be able to keep a larger share of your payment when not using an app like Grubhub. Some companies, such as DoorDash, that offer subscriptions are basically prepaying a delivery fee. If you don't order enough through a single app to make this a deal, skip it.
Somewhere along the line you ran out of free iCloud or Google storage. Or maybe you signed up for multiple services and are paying for more space than you need. This is a two-step money saver that might also help streamline where all your important documents and photos live.
First, figure out how much storage you need. Audit your Amazon, Google, Apple, Dropbox and Microsoft storage (we're talking personal files, not pro-level storage). They all have easy ways to see a visual breakdown of how much storage you are using and for what types of files. A photo or video collection is usually one of the biggest chunks of cloud storage. You could be surprised to find some unexpected space hogs, such as an automatic backup of all your text messages including photo attachments. Try backing up to a computer instead of the cloud, deleting past backups and clearing out old message attachments.
Prune where you can, then shop around for the best price for however much storage you're using and reasonable upgrade options as you grow. In theory, you could spread your files across a few services at no cost, but that might lead to forgetfulness and heartbreak down the road. For some people, the right cloud storage option is whatever is tied into their phone.
Consider swapping out paid entertainment with some free options. You can use your library card for free streaming services, e-books and more, all through the internet. We break down our favorite free alternatives to popular subscriptions here, from watching to listening.
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House passes TikTok bill that could ban app in the U.S., spawning Senate support
The House offensive materialized abruptly, after years of efforts to force TikTok to split from its China-based parent, ByteDance, or face a national ban.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong, Jacob Bogage, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-03-14

Representatives debated the merits of a bill that could lead to a ban of TikTok before passing it in a floor vote on March 13.


The House overwhelmingly passed a measure Wednesday to force TikTok to split from its parent company or face a national ban, a lightning offensive that materialized abruptly after years of unsuccessful negotiations over the platform's fate.
The legislation, approved 352 to 65, is a sweeping bipartisan rebuke of the popular video-sharing app -- and an attempt to grapple with allegations that TikTok's China-based parent, ByteDance, presents national security risks.
For years, lawmakers have been introducing proposals seeking to restrict the company's activities in the U.S., and finding limited momentum. But these lengthy behind-the-scenes deliberations were hastened, lawmakers said, by the Biden administration's growing support of the effort, coupled with concerns about TikTok's potential to influence U.S. politics, which intensified after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel.
Private briefings from national security and law enforcement officials, including a classified hearing last week, served as a "call to action" for Congress to "finally" take a stand against TikTok, said Rep. Kathy Castor (D-Fla.), a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee. It's unclear whether these meetings with the FBI, Justice Department and Office of the Director of the National Intelligence surfaced new evidence against the company.
Proponents of the renewed campaign in the House, who sped the bill from introduction to a floor vote in just eight days, were undeterred by a major lobbying blitz from TikTok, which enlisted its users to speak out against the legislation with in-app pop-up messages and dispatched CEO Shou Zi Chew to muster support against it this week in the Senate.
"We were working with stakeholders for months on this particular issue after the last attempt and that's why, in part, the vote is so big," said Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), one of the bill's lead sponsors.
Its fate now rests in the Senate, where the bill picked up two major endorsements Wednesday, but where key holdouts could grind the effort to a jarring halt. Some senators have expressed concern that it may run afoul of the Constitution by infringing on millions of Americans' rights to free expression and by explicitly targeting a business operating in the United States.
"The overwhelming vote today is a strong signal to the Senate that they need to act," Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), whose committee advanced the TikTok bill just days prior, told reporters.
Though TikTok is incorporated in the United States and has headquarters in Los Angeles, its ties to Beijing-based tech giant ByteDance have long triggered fears that the app could be weaponized by the Chinese government to snoop on Americans or shape their political views. TikTok says it has never shared U.S. user data with China, and its critics have yet to present evidence to the contrary. TikTok has also disputed claims of any foreign interference or influence.
But the assurances have failed to assuage many lawmakers on Capitol Hill. TikTok has been unable to reach a deal with national security officials to quell their concerns -- fueling efforts in Congress.
TikTok blasted the House's "secret" discussions over its future on Wednesday, saying in a statement that "the bill was jammed through for one reason: it's a ban."
"We are hopeful that the Senate will consider the facts, listen to their constituents, and realize the impact on the economy, 7 million small businesses, and the 170 million Americans who use our service," the company said in a social media post.
Lawmakers unveiled several proposals last year aimed at granting the federal government more power to restrict TikTok and other apps believed to be linked to U.S. adversaries. Last March, House lawmakers hauled in TikTok's CEO for a contentious hearing as they looked to build momentum for action against the firm.
The push appeared to fizzle amid blowback from liberal Democrats, who said it flouted free-speech rights, and Republicans, who argued it would grant the federal government excessive power to prohibit or censor digital services.
The dynamics suddenly shifted last week after the leaders of key House committees announced they had reached an agreement on new legislation targeting TikTok.
"This is not just something that just happened overnight. This is something we've been working on for quite a while," said Rep. Bob Latta (R-Ohio), a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee.
Krishnamoorthi and Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.), leaders of the select committee on China, had previously introduced another bill targeting TikTok that was stymied amid constitutional concerns. The Commerce panel greenlit the bill led by Gallagher and Krishnamoorthi 50-0 last week, advancing it just two days after its introduction, an unheard-of pace for legislation targeting tech companies.
Other members, including Krishnamoorthi and fellow Democrat Jared Moskowitz (Fla.), said the platform's role in online discussions over the Hamas attack on Israel helped galvanize support. "After October 7, we watched all the misinformation be spread around," Moskowitz said.
Lawmakers have accused the platform of fueling anti-Israeli sentiment. A Washington Post report last year found that hashtags associated with both pro-Israeli and pro-Palestinian sentiment are often used to criticize those movements, while TikTok's opaque algorithms and metrics make determining the magnitude of activity difficult.
It's not immediately clear what information about the company's practices the closed-door session surfaced, and other members said they have significant concerns about the bill's implications on privacy, competition and free speech.
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) criticized the chamber's "rushed" consideration of the bill, which she opposed, saying she had not heard any adequate rationale for it.
"Rarely do I see any legislation move with this urgency," she said in an interview. "I am not really getting any sort of sufficient answer as to what is prompting the urgency here."

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) spoke to reporters on March 13 after the House passed a measure to force TikTok to split from its parent company.


Rep. Jim Himes (Conn.), the top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, said lawmakers should be focused instead on passing privacy safeguards for all companies. "To start threatening to shut down platforms when we can't even get our act together to get a federal privacy law passed is a little crazy," he said.
Lawmakers have tried and failed for years to pass legislation to crack down on tech companies' privacy and content moderation practices and alleged anti-competitive abuses.
A bipartisan group of lawmakers on the House antitrust committee spent more than two years investigating and crafting legislation aimed at barring major tech companies from squelching competitors before marking up any legislation in 2021.
Senators, meanwhile, held numerous hearings on child online safety after a Facebook whistleblower stepped forward with allegations of company wrongdoing, and it took until the next year for a key panel to adopt a pair of proposals aimed at expanding guardrails for kids.
The latest House salvo against TikTok has moved much faster, and is the first time a chamber of Congress has approved legislation that could lead to the platform's prohibition throughout the country.
TikTok mounted an aggressive push to thwart the House's consideration of the measure over the past week, directly urging U.S. users to contact their representatives and oppose it in a pop-up message. The tactic inundated congressional offices with calls, at times forcing offices to shut off their phones. But it also riled up House leaders, who accused the company of wielding its vast power in a bid to upend the congressional debate over its future.
"That actually proved the point to a lot of members who may have been on the fence before," Gallagher said Wednesday of TikTok's ability to shape public opinion. TikTok last week said it was "shameful members of Congress would complain about hearing from their own constituents."
Some Silicon Valley figures cheered on the legislation, reflecting the growing hostility toward China across the industry. Keith Rabois, managing director of Khosla Ventures and one of the most prominent Republicans in the tech industry, posted on X that he would "never fund any Republican candidates or leadership PACs (or the NRSC) run by Republicans who vote against the TikTok legislation."
The bill lacks a companion measure in the Senate, where lawmakers have pushed for competing approaches for months to tackle concerns over apps viewed as security threats. The dynamics signal a tougher and probably slower path to passage there.
But its Senate outlook looks rosier after Wednesday's sweeping House vote, with the two leaders of the Senate Intelligence Committee putting their support behind the legislation.
"We were encouraged by today's strong bipartisan vote in the House of Representatives, and look forward to working together to get this bill passed through the Senate and signed into law," Sens. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), the chair and vice chair of the committee, said in a joint statement.
Lawmakers have floated numerous other approaches, including a yet-to-be-unveiled bill from Senate Commerce Chair Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) and separate proposals from both Warner and Rubio, but none appeared to gain broad support until House leaders released their latest proposal last week.
The House measure combines aspects of past bills, explicitly targeting TikTok and its parent company while giving the federal government a new mechanism to ban apps with ties to nations viewed as foreign adversaries. If ByteDance declined to spin off TikTok, the bill would require app store providers to stop carrying the platform, which could effectively shutter its U.S. operations.
Biden and his campaign opponent, former president Donald Trump, have taken conflicting public stances on the matter, with Biden endorsing it and Trump speaking out against the prospect of a ban.
While the House quickly voted out the measure, in the Senate a single member could block swift consideration on the floor by placing a hold on it, a step Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) has already indicated he's considering.
Another hurdle: The two senators most likely to control its fate have yet to rally around the bill or agree to take it up.
Cantwell, whose panel would probably need to sign off on the new bill, told reporters Tuesday that they "definitely want to work with our colleagues and see if we can get something that will hold up in court." Likewise, Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) issued a brief statement after Wednesday's vote, saying, "The Senate will review the legislation when it comes over from the House."
Ellen Nakashima, Will Oremus, Drew Harwell and Elizabeth Dwoskin contributed to this report.
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The FAA grants SpaceX a license ahead of third Starship launch attempt
The test, the third of a fully assembled Starship and booster, could happen as soon as Thursday.
By Christian Davenport | 2024-03-14

People gather near the SpaceX Starship as it stands on the launchpad ahead of its third flight test in Boca Chica, Tex., on Tuesday. (Chandan Khanna/AFP/Getty Images)


The Federal Aviation Administration on Wednesday granted SpaceX a license that allows the company to launch its massive Starship rocket again, possibly as early as 8 a.m. Eastern time on Thursday, though weather at its South Texas facilities could force a delay.
The flight would be the third attempt to reach orbit for the world's most powerful rocket, a towering two-stage vehicle that NASA intends to use to land astronauts on the moon. During the first test flight, in April of last year, the vehicle blew up its launchpad, started tumbling after liftoff and eventually exploded. SpaceX -- which follows an iterative approach to the development of its systems, allowing them to fail and then trying again quickly -- flew a second attempt in November that showed improvement, though the rocket self-destructed before reaching orbit.
The vehicle, collectively called Starship, comprised the Super Heavy booster and a spacecraft that sits on top. It is designed to be fully reusable, landing back at its launch site. NASA is investing about $4 billion into the system and intends to use it for the first human landings on the moon since the Apollo era.
In a statement, SpaceX said that the 110-minute launch window would open at 8 a.m. Eastern and that its webcast would go live about 30 minutes before.
On Starship's last flight, upgrades to the launchpad, including a water suppression system, allowed it to survive the violence of takeoff, when all of the rocket's 33 first-stage engines successfully ignited. The vehicle made it through stage separation, and the upper-stage engines fired as well. But as the booster started to ignite 13 of its engines to fly the rocket back to Earth, one engine failed, "quickly cascading to a rapid unscheduled disassembly," the phrase SpaceX uses to describe a loss of vehicle. The spacecraft was lost after a leak led to a fire and its autonomous onboard flight termination system destroyed the vehicle.
After the flight, the FAA oversaw SpaceX's investigation and said in February that it had accepted the company's report. As a result, the FAA required SpaceX to complete 17 corrective actions, including hardware redesigns, updates to engine-control algorithms and the installation of fire protection measures.
SpaceX said that "upgrades derived from the flight test will debut on the next Starship and Super Heavy vehicles." It added in a subsequent statement that "each of these flight tests continue to be just that: a test. They aren't occurring in a lab or on a test stand but are putting flight hardware in a flight environment to maximize learning."
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What the potential TikTok ban means, and what's next for the bill
On Wednesday morning, the House approved a bill that would bar the social media platform if it doesn't cut ties with its Beijing-based parent company.
By Aaron Gregg, Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2024-03-13

The TikTok office building in Culver City, Calif. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


TikTok, the immensely popular social media app whose China-based parent company has given rise to concerns about data security and foreign influence, is once again in Congress's crosshairs.
The Republican-controlled House of Representatives overwhelmingly voted 352-65 to approve a bill requiring TikTok either be divested from ByteDance, its Beijing-based owner, or face a nationwide ban. The bill, called the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act, now heads to the Senate.
It's the latest front in a years-long battle to limit the app, which features short videos in a swipe-able Instagram-like interface. In 2020, President Donald Trump attempted to ban it through an executive order, but courts blocked his move after TikTok sued.

The House passed a bill on March 13 that could ban TikTok if its China-based owner does not divest itself of the app, citing national security concerns.


Here's what to know about the bill.
Congressional Republicans have led some of the most aggressive proposals against TikTok, although some of those efforts have won the support of Democrats.
The bill's primary backers, Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), say the app poses "a grave threat to U.S. national security" because of its Chinese ownership, and they warn that TikTok could be used to influence U.S. public opinion or harness user data to spy on Americans. ByteDance is controlled by Chinese authorities, they contend, and they describe the app as "Communist Party malware."
"TikTok is a threat to our national security because it is owned by ByteDance, which does the bidding of the Chinese Communist Party," Gallagher said Wednesday. "We know this because ByteDance leadership says so and because Chinese law requires it."
The bill's proponents, including powerful Democrats, have pushed back on the idea that they want an outright "ban" on TikTok, saying their objective is to rid it of foreign control. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), the former House speaker, said the bill is "an attempt to make TikTok better."
Opponents of the measure say a ban would impinge on the freedom of expression of TikTok's users. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) in a Wednesday social media post called the bill's passage through the House "incredibly rushed" and said she would vote against the bill because of antitrust and privacy issues. Rep. Warren Davidson (R-Ohio) worried that the bill could open the door for banning other services, such as the Telegram social media app, or the stablecoin Tether.
Some senators previously have floated alternative proposals that would give federal authorities more power to counter foreign-controlled apps more broadly without targeting TikTok specifically. But the leaders of the Senate Intelligence Committee expressed support Wednesday for the legislation approved by the House.
Sens. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), the chair and vice chair of the committee, said in a joint statement that they were "encouraged by today's strong bipartisan vote in the House of Representatives, and look forward to working together to get this bill passed through the Senate and signed into law."
TikTok spokesman Alex Haurek criticized the bill and the way it was passed.
"This process was secret and the bill was jammed through for one reason: It's a ban," Haurek said in a statement. "We are hopeful that the Senate will consider the facts, listen to their constituents, and realize the impact on the economy, 7 million small businesses, and the 170 million Americans who use our service."
The bill passed by the House requires that applications found to be controlled by a foreign adversary must be divested within 180 days, with ByteDance and TikTok specifically singled out.
Divestment could mean selling the app to a U.S.-based company, although the specific definition of a "qualified divestiture" would be determined by the U.S. president. The bill also creates a process for the president to designate certain social media apps as "subject to the control of a foreign adversary," meaning other apps could be targeted as well.
If the bill becomes law and ByteDance refuses to sell, U.S.-based app stores and web-hosting services would be prohibited from providing TikTok to the public.
Congressional offices were flooded with calls Thursday after the company sent pop-up messages urging people to "speak up" against the bill. TikTok sent more notifications ahead of Wednesday's vote.
Meanwhile, supporters of the bill said the pressure campaign highlights why the ban is needed.
"TikTok's mass social manipulation tactics were on full display last week when foreign actors desperately used the app to push its 170 million American users to call members of Congress and pressure them to vote against this bill -- leading to threats of suicide and violence from callers, providing exactly why this legislation is needed," Ryan Walker, vice president of Heritage Action for America, said in a statement Monday.
No.
The bill still has to be approved by the Senate before it would go to President Biden who has said he would sign the measure. If it becomes law, ByteDance would have 180 days to find a buyer for TikTok before the ban takes effect, although a sale would probably be a complicated process.
The proposal also could be delayed or blocked in the courts. TikTok has used legal pressure to successfully oppose previous measures against it. A company spokesperson said in a Monday statement that the bill would strip 170 million Americans of their right to free expression, suggesting it might be challenged on constitutional grounds.
Although the bill quickly passed through the House by a wide margin, it faces a tougher path in the Democratic-led Senate. Top Democrats, including Warner and Maria Cantwell (Wash.), have been pushing for their alternative proposals for months to address concerns that GOP-led efforts would explicitly and unconstitutionally target a specific company.
Although Warner and Rubio on Wednesday expressed support for the measure coming from the House, some Senate Republicans have been lukewarm on the bill. Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) said Tuesday that he might block any swift consideration, something he did last year on a similar piece of legislation. TikTok itself has lobbied furiously against the bill.
The two top 2024 presidential contenders, for their part, have also complicated the political dynamics. While Biden has thrown his support behind the House Republicans' measure, Trump on Monday seemingly undercut his fellow Republicans by reversing his position and coming out against a potential TikTok ban.
In an interview on CNBC, Trump said he still thinks the app is a national security risk, but warned that a ban would lead to increased support for Facebook, which he lambasted as "an enemy of the people."
"Frankly a lot of people are on TikTok that love it. Young kids on TikTok would go crazy without it. A lot of users," Trump said.
Jacob Bogage, Drew Harwell and Will Oremus contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/03/12/tiktok-ban-bill-us-congress/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



TikTok claims its contribution to the economy is huge 
The report was done with the cooperation of TikTok, which granted its authors access to information on the site.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-03-14

Participants support of TikTok at a news conference outside the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


TikTok drove $14.7 billion in small-business owners' revenue in 2023 and contributed $24.2 billion to U.S. gross domestic product last year, according to a company-paid report issued Wednesday.
The report, by the economics consultancy Oxford Economics, found that TikTok supports a minimum of 224,000 jobs in the United States, with the app's greatest economic impact seen in California, Texas, Florida, New York and Illinois.
Oxford Economics conducted the study to measure TikTok's economic value by surveying more than 1,000 small-business owners that use TikTok and 7,500 TikTok users across the country. The study predated the launch of TikTok Shop, which has become a sales and marketing behemoth since launching last September, so the economic modeling does not include any boost that has made to small-business revenue.
TikTok funded the study and collaborated with Oxford Economics by providing information about internal operations such as employee headcount.
TikTok has had the largest impact in the food-and-beverage sector, supporting a $6.4 billion annual contribution to GDP and supporting 73,000 jobs in 2023, the report said. The app also supports small businesses in health and wellness and business services, according to the report.
Small businesses' use of TikTok as an advertising platform provided $5.3 billion in tax revenue to the U.S. government last year alone, the report said. Thirty-nine percent of the small-business owners included in the report said that TikTok is crucial to their businesses' existence, and 69 percent said the app led to increased sales for their business in the past year, according to the report.
Even outside of its user base, TikTok is a major contributor to the economy, the report found. The app's U.S. operations supported an additional $8.5 billion contribution to GDP last year and $2 billion in taxes, and supports more than 59,000 jobs across the country, according to the report.
Minority groups are more likely to use TikTok compared with non-minorities, according to the report. More than 8 in 10 Black, Latino and Asian small-business owners surveyed saw a boost in sales after leveraging TikTok to promote their businesses.
Just under half reported that TikTok was essential in helping them land brand partnerships and develop revenue streams that would have been far more difficult without the app.
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TikTok creators say House ban threatens lives and livelihoods
While proponents of the bill insisted during the debate that it doesn't ban TikTok, few creators or advocates accepted that assurance at face value.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-03-14

Lawmakers and content creators protested outside the Capitol on March 13 after the House overwhelmingly approved a proposal to ban TikTok.


Small-business owners, educators, activists and young people who use TikTok were scrambling to respond Wednesday after the House approved a proposal to ban the popular app, with many arguing that it plays an increasingly crucial role in the national economy and American public life.
"Banning TikTok would shut down a lot of small businesses, including mine," said Brandon Hurst, 30, a Los Angeles plant shop owner who credits the app with boosting lackluster sales. "These representatives and senators don't understand that what they're doing won't just harm people they call 'content creators.' It would hurt small businesses."
Dozens of TikTok supporters gathered outside the Capitol on Wednesday to oppose the measure, which passed the House with overwhelming support but faces an uncertain fate in the Senate. Among them was Gigi Gonzalez, a financial educator from Chicago who said a TikTok ban would destroy her financially.
"It would get rid of my biggest source of revenue," said Gonzalez, 34, who said she earns her living largely through brand deals on TikTok, speaking gigs she secures through TikTok and digital courses that she sells through TikTok. Before TikTok, Gonzalez said she mostly tried to reach people through webinars, which drew sparse attendance. Now, she said, she reaches millions, many of whom buy her courses and books.
"TikTok provides more benefit than harm than any other social media platform," added Heather DiRocco, an artist and content creator from Montana who makes money by touting products in her videos and through the platform's creativity program beta, which pays creators based on the number of views they amass on videos over a minute in length.
DiRocco is one of several plaintiffs seeking to overturn Montana's first-in-the-nation ban on TikTok, which was set to take effect in January but was blocked by a federal judge.
"I could not replicate the money that I make on TikTok through any other platform," DiRocco said. If a national ban passes Congress and President Biden follows through on his pledge to sign it, she said, "I will lose my biggest platform as a content creator, stripped from me with no recompense or compensation."
Since rebranding in 2018 under the name TikTok, the app has risen to become one of the most popular social media platforms, with 170 million monthly users in the United States alone. Hundreds of thousands of content creators make a living on the app, which has skyrocketed artists and influencers such as Lil Nas X, Doja Cat and Charli D'Amelio to overnight fame.
More than 7 million American businesses market or sell their products through TikTok, according to the company. According to a study issued Wednesday by Oxford Economics, a financial consultancy, TikTok drove $14.7 billion in revenue for small-business owners last year and contributed $24.2 billion to U.S. gross domestic product. The study also found that TikTok supports at least 224,000 American jobs, with the greatest economic impact in California, Texas, Florida, New York and Illinois.
In addition to its economic impact, TikTok has become a huge educational hub. Through its #LearnOnTikTok initiative, the company has partnered with more than 800 public figures, publishers, educational institutions and subject matter experts to bring educational material to the app. TikTok also gives grants to educators and nonprofits that produce educational content.
"Both sides of the aisle know that TikTok is a crucial tool that many -- particularly young people -- use for education, advocacy and organizing," said Annie Wu Henry, a digital strategist and content creator. "It's incredibly clear, too, that many of these politicians don't fully understand what the app is that they are trying to ban or even why they are trying to ban it."
Even as TikTok has become increasingly important economically, it has drawn fire from policymakers in both parties, who have expressed concern about the content being served to users of the app and about its parent company's ties to China. On Wednesday, Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Tex.) posted to X that "voting against this bill is a vote for the Chinese Communist Party."
TikTok chief executive Shou Zi Chew responded to the House vote in a video, calling the result "disappointing" and encouraging the app's users to speak out against the legislation.
"Over the last few years, we have invested to keep your data safe and our platform free from outside manipulation," he said. "We have committed that we will continue to do so. This legislation, if signed into law, will lead to a ban of TikTok in the United States. ... It will also take billions of dollars out of the pockets of creators and small businesses."
Proponents of the House measure claim the bill is not intended to ban the app, though experts say it would function as a ban. The measure would require TikTok, which is owned by China-based ByteDance, to be sold to a U.S.-based company within 180 days, which many say is unfeasible. After that period web-hosting services would be prohibited from providing TikTok to the public.
Opponents of the measure are skeptical.
"It's unrealistic that TikTok's parent company would be able to sell the app within the U.S. within six months, which is the time period the government mandates under this bill," said Nora Benavidez, a civil rights and free-speech attorney and senior counsel at Free Press, a nonpartisan organization focused on protecting civil liberties. "Faced with that likely scenario, the penalties they'd face in the case of such an event would result in TikTok being banned."
Rep. Robert Garcia (D-Calif.), who voted against the measure, told a rally of opponents on Tuesday that "any ban on TikTok is not just banning the freedom of expression -- you're literally causing huge harm to our national economy."
"Small-business owners across the country use TikTok to move our economy forward. Some of these creators and these business owners solely depend on TikTok for their revenue and their job," Garcia said. "To rush a process forward that could ban their form of work -- particularly young people in this country -- is misguided."
Garcia added that the app is an important connection point for various social groups, including the LGBTQ+ community. "As an openly gay person, it's a place where I get so much gay information and where gay creators come to share news," he said. "TikTok is a space for representation, and banning TikTok also means taking away a voice and a platform for people of color and queer creators that have made TikTok their home."
Tiffany Yu, 35, a disability activist in Los Angeles, said banning the app would be especially harmful to disabled people, many of whom have found it to be a lifeline during the isolation of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, which is still keeping public spaces off limits to vulnerable people.
"TikTok has been able to help us find each other. Losing TikTok would remove us from that social fabric," Yu said, adding that TikTok has become an economic lifeline for a group whose "unemployment rates are twice that of our non-disabled peers."
The House bill would strip "millions of Americans of their rights of freedom of speech, and it's really not okay," said Carly Goddard, a content creator who also is a plaintiff in the case against the Montana TikTok ban.
"On TikTok, you see ... what is going on in our world," Goddard said. And "there is more to worry about in our world than banning an app."
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What to know about TikTok owner ByteDance as U.S. considers possible ban 
A nationwide ban, if it goes into effect, could pose an existential threat to one of China's most successful internet companies.
By Lily Kuo, Annabelle Timsit | 2024-03-14

Zhang Yiming, founder of TikTok owner ByteDance, in Beijing in April 2019. (Gilles Sabrie/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


The House of Representatives voted to pass a measure Wednesday that could lead to the forced sale or ban of video-sharing app TikTok in the United States, amid concerns that the Chinese-owned platform could be used to monitor and manipulate Americans.
The fight over TikTok, which says it has 170 million U.S. users, represents growing fears over China's influence in the United States, especially in an election year. A nationwide ban, if it goes into effect, could pose an existential threat to one of China's most successful internet companies.
The bipartisan legislation, the future of which will be decided in the Senate, would give TikTok's owner, the Beijing-based ByteDance, half a year to sell the short-video platform or face a ban on the Apple and Google app stores and web-hosting services in the United States. President Biden has said he would sign the legislation into law if it passes Congress.
Here's what to know about ByteDance and the right over TikTok in Congress.
ByteDance was founded in 2012 out of a four-bedroom apartment in northern Beijing. Its founder, Zhang Yiming, was then a 29-year-old software engineer turned entrepreneur whose vision was to use big data and machine learning to analyze and curate content according to user preferences.
ByteDance is sometimes nicknamed the "app factory" given how prolific it has been in recent years. One of ByteDance's earliest and most popular products is the AI-powered news aggregator Jinri Toutiao, largely used in China. In 2016, the company launched the short video app Douyin, which is also hugely popular in China. In 2017, the company launched the international version of that app, known as TikTok.
TikTok is widely seen as the first Chinese app to go global and ByteDance, valued at $268 billion in December, as one of China's most successful internet companies. A release issued last May by TikTok stated that about 60 percent of ByteDance "is beneficially owned by global institutional investors such as Carlyle Group, General Atlantic, and Susquehanna International Group," with about 20 percent owned by "ByteDance employees around the world" and the rest owned by its founder.
TikTok has become a target of some U.S. legislators, who see it as a potential national security threat, amid worsening relations between Washington and Beijing.
ByteDance has repeatedly said that it has never shared data of U.S. users with the Chinese authorities, but U.S. lawmakers point out that the company could be required to turn over information to the government under Chinese law. Lawmakers have yet to present any evidence of TikTok's alleged national security risks.
In a hearing in March 2023 before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew said TikTok "as a U.S. company incorporated in the United States, is subject to the laws of the United States," and has made efforts to address the concern of U.S. authorities "about TikTok's heritage."
"Let me state this unequivocally: ByteDance is not an agent of China or any other country," he said in a statement.
The company has sought approval for its U.S. subsidiary to handle the management and oversight of "protected U.S. user data and the systems that power TikTok" in the United States, under an initiative known as "Project Texas." The subsidiary, called TikTok U.S. Data Security, would report to an independent board, not to the leadership of TikTok or ByteDance, TikTok said. Under the plan, which has not been approved by U.S. authorities, data belonging to U.S. users would be stored by the Austin-headquartered technology company Oracle, with the ability to "communicate with the global TikTok service in controlled and monitored ways."
Some experts have cautioned that a forced sale or ban, if passed, could face challenges in U.S. courts. As The Washington Post previously reported, a separate effort by President Donald Trump to force a ban or sale of TikTok in 2020 was blocked by federal courts, who ruled the government had not adequately proved that the app presented a national security threat.
ByteDance's products have also come under more regulation from Chinese authorities. In 2018, it was forced to shutter an app reserved for jokes called Neihan Duanzi that had created a cult following but was seen by regulators as "vulgar." Zhang apologized publicly for failing to "promote positive energy and grasp correct guidance of public opinion."
Zhang, the soft-spoken founder of ByteDance, grew up in the city of Longyan in the southwestern Chinese province of Fujian. He studied software engineering at Nankai University in Tianjin, where he fixed other students' computers and set up websites for extra money.
After graduating, Zhang worked on a search engine for plane tickets as well as a microblogging platform before joining Microsoft. He left after a half a year because he was "bored," according to an interview he gave in 2014. After Microsoft, he founded a real estate platform before starting ByteDance.
In a 2015 speech, Zhang said the idea for ByteDance emerged when he noticed that fewer people were reading newspapers on the subway. He said he realized that phones would become the main means to disseminate information, and demand for personalization would skyrocket.
Zhang has said that he hopes his company can be as global as Google but in a 2017 interview acknowledged the challenges. "If when Chinese companies go overseas, they can overcome cultural problems, will the overseas market be huge? I am both optimistic and pessimistic about this," he said.
There is relatively little information available publicly about the relationship between Zhang and Chew, who became CEO of TikTok in 2021.
In May 2021, Zhang announced in a letter to employees that he would step down as CEO of ByteDance to focus less on day-to-day management and more on long-term strategy. Liang Rubo, a ByteDance co-founder, was announced as the new CEO of ByteDance.
Last month, Chew told The Post that he is in charge of all of TikTok's strategic decisions. But he said he routinely updates Liang on "certain topics that I think he may have an interesting point of view, just to make sure the perspective is complete."
As The Post previously reported, Chew, a Singaporean national who grew up in Singapore, studied economics in the United Kingdom before working at Goldman Sachs for two years. He then moved to the United States to get his master's degree at Harvard Business School. While a student there, Chew interned at Facebook, now a bitter competitor to TikTok.
Chew has said he was first introduced to DST Global, a venture capital firm that bet on major tech firms including Facebook and Twitter, while he was working at Goldman Sachs. After graduating from Harvard, he worked with DST Global as a partner, where he helped to coordinate one of the earliest investments in ByteDance by building relationships with its founding engineers, Zhang and Liang.
Drew Harwell, Helier Cheung and Lyric Li contributed to this report.
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The U.S. could ban TikTok. These countries have blocked or restricted it.
Governments around the world have banned or restricted access to TikTok, with many citing a range of privacy and security concerns with its China-based ownership. 
By Jennifer Hassan, Ellen Francis, Ruby Mellen, Adam Taylor | 2024-03-13
The House of Representatives passed a measure on Wednesday that could lead to the forced sale of TikTok's China-based parent company, ByteDance -- or to a nationwide ban in the United States. TikTok says it has 170 million users in the country.
While the bill faces an uncertain future in the Senate, the move represents growing fears about whether China may be able to access Americans' personal data or otherwise influence them. The company has denied claims of government influence, stressed that it does not share data of U.S. users with the Chinese authorities and pointed to its funding from international investors.
The federal government already bans TikTok on government-owned devices. Other countries around the world have also taken steps to ban or restrict the popular app -- even as TikTok bans have faced criticism including from free-speech advocates, content creators and Beijing. Here's what to know.
TikTok was banned in India in 2020 over security concerns after a deadly clash with neighboring China. The ban was made permanent in January 2021.
Tensions spiked between the two countries in June 2020 after 20 Indian soldiers were killed in a border clash with Chinese troops in the Himalayas. India announced a ban on more than 50 Chinese apps, including TikTok and the messaging app WeChat.
Forbes has reported that TikTok had some 150 million monthly active users there, its biggest overseas market at the time.
Nepal announced a ban on TikTok late last year. The country's minister of communications and information technology said the app had "been consistently used to share content that disturbs social harmony." The move came after Nepal's cabinet had outlined guidelines attempting to regulate social media platforms.
Top E.U. policymaking institutions -- the European Parliament, European Commission and European Council -- banned TikTok from staff phones last year. The measure would help protect "against cybersecurity threats and actions which may be exploited for cyberattacks," the European Commission said in its announcement.
Government staff in some of the bloc's 27 member states, including Belgium, Denmark and the Netherlands, have also been told not to use TikTok on their work phones.
Canada banned TikTok from all government-issued phones in February 2023, after similar steps in the United States and the European Union.
The Canadian government said its decision stemmed from a review of the app, which "presents an unacceptable level of risk to privacy and security." Prime Minister Justin Trudeau described the ban at the time as a possible "first step" but also said "it may be the only step" the government would need to take.
Britain announced a TikTok ban on government ministers' and civil servants' devices last year, with officials citing the security of state information. The British Parliament soon followed with a TikTok ban on associated devices and electronics connected to its network. British Prime Minister said ahead of the decision that the country would "look also at what our allies are doing" as it assessed use of the app on government devices.
Australia banned TikTok from all federal government-owned devices last year after seeking advice from intelligence and security agencies. The directive in April said officials had determined that "the installation of the TikTok application on government devices poses a significant protective security risk."

The House passed a bill on March 13 that could ban TikTok if its China-based owner does not divest itself of the app, citing national security concerns.


Taiwan banned TikTok on government devices in 2022. Taiwanese media reported that officials cited national cybersecurity in imposing the public-sector ban and that authorities considered a nationwide ban amid rising tensions with Beijing, but did not draw concrete conclusions.
In March 2023, lawmakers agreed to ban TikTok on mobile devices with access to New Zealand's parliamentary network. Officials cited cybersecurity concerns and said some exceptions would be made for those who need to access TikTok for work purposes.
New Zealand's government said decisions were based on its own expert analysis and after discussions with colleagues at home and abroad.
In recent years, authorities in Pakistan have temporarily banned TikTok multiple times before reversing their decision. In one instance dating back to 2021, a court blocked the app after receiving complaints over "immoral and indecent content," the Associated Press reported, noting that the block was lifted less than a month later.
More recently, TikTok played a key role in the country's shock election result, with Imran Khan's party using the app to reach millions of illiterate voters who don't use Facebook and other text-heavy platforms, The Washington Post reported.
In 2022, the Taliban announced a ban on TikTok to "prevent the younger generation from being misled," according to the BBC. The ban came into effect, but users have found ways around the restrictions through the use of VPNs, according to a report from Wired.
Indonesia temporarily banned TikTok in 2018, citing concerns including "pornography, inappropriate content and blasphemy." The ban was lifted less than a week later after the app agreed to censor some of its content.
In August 2023, Somalia's communications minister said the country was planning to restrict access to TikTok, Telegram and online gambling website 1xBet over concerns about the spread of "explicit content" and "a detrimental impact on our youth."
The minister ordered internet companies to shut down the platforms, which he said were being used by "terrorists and immoral groups to spread constant horrific images and misinformation to the public," Reuters reported.
Niha Masih and Annabelle Timsit contributed to this report.
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House approves TikTok bill that could lead to a ban of the app
The vote, to require TikTok's Chinese parent company to sell it or risk a U.S. ban, is expected to pass the House overwhelmingly, but its fate in the Senate is uncertain.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong, Will Oremus, Jacob Bogage, Drew Harwell, Mariana Alfaro, Hannah Dormido, Adrian Blanco, Ellen Nakashima, Taylor Lorenz, Josh Dawsey, Jeff Stein, Eva Dou, Cat Zakrzewski, Rachel Lerman, Aaron Gregg | 2024-03-13
The House on Wednesday approved legislation that would require TikTok's Chinese parent company, ByteDance, to sell it within 180 days or risk having the app barred from app stores and web hosting services in the United States.
The vote in favor was overwhelming, but that doesn't ensure the measure will become law. It must still be considered by the Senate, where Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) on Tuesday said he might block any swift consideration, something he did a year ago to a similar bill.
Wednesday's vote marks the first time one of the houses of Congress has approved legislation that could effectively ban a major social media platform -- one used by an estimated 170 million people in the United States monthly.
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Montana rancher illegally created giant hybrid sheep to sell for thousands
Arthur Schubarth used tissue from the world's largest sheep breed to create a sheep nicknamed Montana Mountain King, whose semen and offspring he sold at high cost.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-03-14

Montana Mountain King, a Marco Polo argali sheep, was allegedly bred illegally by a rancher as part of a scheme to create a large hybrid species. (Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks/AP)


A Montana rancher created giant hybrid sheep and sold them for hunting, creating the lambs by using illegally imported genetic material from the world's largest sheep species, federal prosecutors say.
The moneymaking scheme sought to create a hybrid species of sheep that could be sold at a high price to hunting preserves in the United States and would mimic the world's biggest breed, the Marco Polo argali sheep, a threatened species that lives in central Asia and is prized by trophy hunters.
Arthur "Jack" Schubarth, 80, created more than 150 cloned embryos of the species and successfully bred a male Marco Polo argali, selling one of its offspring for $10,000, according to the criminal complaint filed against him by federal prosecutors. He used the sheep's semen to breed it with other species, creating hybrid sheep and selling them to people in Texas and Minnesota.
Schubarth pleaded guilty to the two felony wildlife counts against him this week in federal court. He faces up to 10 years in prison and fines of up to $500,000.
Schubarth sold and bred mountain sheep, mountain goats and similar breeds at his 215-acre ranch in Vaughn, Mont. He began his effort to clone the Marco Polo argali in 2013, working with at least five other people -- all unnamed in court documents -- over the course of eight years, prosecutors said. No one else has been charged in connection with the case, the Justice Department said Thursday.
"This was an audacious scheme to create massive hybrid sheep species to be sold and hunted as trophies," Assistant Attorney General Todd Kim of the Justice Department's Environment and Natural Resources Division said in a statement.
Schubarth's attorney, Jason Holden, did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post.

A flock of Marco Polo argali sheep seen on a hillside in Kyrgyzstan. The world's largest breed, with distinctive curlicue horns, the threatened species is popular among trophy hunters. (iStock)


Marco Polo argali sheep have distinctive spiraling horns and can weigh more than 300 pounds -- about double the size of a Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. They are big prizes for trophy hunters, who travel to Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Mongolia to hunt them.
The breed is protected by an international convention and under the U.S. Endangered Species Act, which lists the species as threatened. They are on Montana's list of prohibited exotic wildlife.
Sheep with larger horns and bodies are worth more to hunters, including at private shooting preserves, where hunters pay to pursue captive game. That means they can be sold to such facilities at higher prices.
To carry out his scheme, Schubarth obtained tissue from a Marco Polo argali that had been hunted in Kyrgyzstan from someone who smuggled it into the United States, according to the complaint. He then took the sheep tissue to a lab, which used it to create 165 cloned embryos.
Schubarth had embryos implanted in some of his ewes. One gave birth to a male Marco Polo argali, which Schubarth named Montana Mountain King.
He then used Montana Mountain King's sperm to impregnate other species of ewe, bringing species that are prohibited in Montana across state lines to do so. That included buying and selling parts of Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep in violation of state laws, according to prosecutors. He also sold Montana Mountain King's semen.
The scheme broke state and federal laws relating to animal import and export, game animals and animal protection. By introducing new genetic material into sheep, it also potentially threatened the health of native sheep populations, prosecutors and state wildlife officials said.
"The kind of crime we uncovered here could threaten the integrity of our wildlife species in Montana," said Ron Howell, chief of enforcement for Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.
In court documents, prosecutors described an elaborate effort among Schubarth and others to breed and transport the sheep. Someone he worked with falsely declared Montana Mountain King's offspring as a different species to obtain state veterinary certificates that would permit them to move the sheep across state lines, the complaint alleges. Another accomplice was the person who allegedly brought the hunted Marco Polo argali tissue to the United States.
Schubarth sold dozens of straws of Montana Mountain King's semen to people in Texas and Minnesota, and they illegally moved ewes from both states to Schubarth's ranch to be artificially inseminated, the complaint alleges. They then transported Montana Mountain King's offspring to Texas and Minnesota.
In addition to the $10,000 sheep, Schubarth sold 11 sheep with one-quarter of Montana Mountain King's genetics for $13,200 total to two people in Texas, prosecutors said.
Schubarth is set to be sentenced July 11 in Montana.
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Judge says tossing out Espionage Act in Trump case would be 'extraordinary step'
Former president Donald Trump is in federal court in Florida, where his lawyers are arguing that his classified documents charges should be dismissed.
By Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett | 2024-03-14

Former president Donald Trump arrives at the courthouse in Fort Pierce, Fla., on Thursday. (Marco Bello/Reuters)


FORT PIERCE, Fla. -- Presumptive GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump listened carefully in court Thursday as his lawyers tried to convince a federal judge that the laws about classified documents are so vaguely worded, the criminal charges against him should be dismissed.
U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon heard two hours of legal jousting between prosecutor Jay Bratt and defense lawyer Emil Bove, who argued the language of the World War I-era Espionage Act that Trump is charged with breaking is too unclear to be the basis of an indictment against the 45th president of the United States. For most of the morning session, Cannon seemed to take the argument seriously. Toward the end, however, she hinted at an underlying skepticism toward Trump's request.
"You would agree that declaring a statute is unconstitutionally vague is quite an extraordinary step?" Cannon asked Bove.
As a judge overseeing the first-of-its kind case, in which a former president is charged with dozens of counts of violating national security laws by stashing classified documents at his home after he left the White House, Cannon has been careful not to say too much about her thinking in these pretrial hearings.
She has made clear the scheduled late-May trial date will be delayed but has yet to rule on a new date; prosecutors have asked for the trial to start July 8, while Trump's lawyers have argued it should be after the November election, or in August at the earliest.
On Thursday morning, just over a day after winning enough delegates to clinch the 2024 Republican nomination, Trump appeared attentive and relaxed in court, often chatting at the defense table with one of his other lawyers, Todd Blanche, while Bratt and Bove answered Cannon's questions.
Cannon is set to hold the second part of the hearing Thursday afternoon, to discuss Trump's claim that the Presidential Records Act should be grounds for the dismissal of charges that he mishandled national defense information. Trump insists that the law, which governs historical papers, means that he can declare even highly classified documents to be his own personal property.
The 1978 Presidential Records Act was passed after President Richard M. Nixon sought to destroy White House tapes during the Watergate scandal. It says presidential records belong to the public and are to be turned over to the National Archives and Records Administration at the end of a presidency. The act also covers vice-presidential records and applies to classified documents, which are also governed by other laws.
Trump's lawyers argued in a 17-page filing last month that as president, he had "virtually unreviewable" authority to designate presidential records as personal ones. The National Archives, they claim, has authority over only presidential records -- not personal ones -- and therefore had no right to demand that he return the materials.
Trump's legal team also argues that the responsibility to recover presidential documents falls to the Archives, as a civil matter, and that the records agency should not have referred the matter to the Justice Department for potential criminal prosecution.
Lawyers working for special counsel Jack Smith said Trump's reading of the PRA is wrong and relies on the faulty view that "as a former president, the Nation's laws and principles of accountability that govern every other citizen do not apply to him."
The materials Trump allegedly took from the White House are "indisputably presidential, not personal," prosecutors wrote in a court filing, adding that even if Trump did designate the material as personal, the PRA would still not apply to classified information found at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida home and private club.
"Nothing in the PRA leaves it to a President to make unilateral, unreviewable, and perpetually binding decisions to remove presidential records from the White House in a manner that thwarts the operation of the PRA -- a statute designed to ensure that presidential records are the property of the United States and that they are preserved for the people," the 20-page filing said.
Barrett reported from Washington.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Trump in court for hearing on classified documents charges
A hearing in Donald Trump's classified documents case in Florida on Thursday is focusing on his claims that he is protected by the Presidential Records Act. 
By Perry Stein | 2024-03-14

Law enforcement wait outside the courthouse for the arrival of former president Donald Trump on March 1 in Fort Pierce, Fla. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


FORT PIERCE, Fla. -- Presumptive GOP presidential candidate Donald Trump  is attending a court hearing Thursday where his lawyers are trying to persuade a federal judge to throw out charges against him for allegedly mishandling highly classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago home and private club in Florida.
U.S. District Court Judge Aileen M. Cannon is hearing from prosecutors and defense lawyers about Trump's claim that he is protected from prosecution by the Presidential Records Act, and what his legal team says is the unfairly vague language of the federal law on national defense secrets.
National security law experts say Trump's arguments about the records act misstate the law. But Trump has made that argument central to his defense, since FBI agents searched his home in 2022 and found more than 100 classified documents he had not turned over to the government, even after being subpoenaed for them.
Cannon could schedule hearings in coming weeks to deal with other dismissal motions the former president has filed.
Here are key laws and arguments related to Thursday's hearing.
The Presidential Records Act, or PRA, was passed in 1978 after President Richard M. Nixon sought to destroy White House tapes during the Watergate scandal. It says presidential records belong to the public and are to be turned over to the National Archives and Records Administration at the end of a presidency. The act also covers vice-presidential records and applies to classified documents, which are also governed by other laws.
Before Nixon, presidential records had been considered private property. The law defines "presidential records" as documentary materials received by the president, his immediate staff or members of the executive office "to advise or assist the President, in the course of conducting activities which relate to or have an effect upon the carrying out of the constitutional, statutory, or other official or ceremonial duties of the President."
Trump's lawyers argued in a 17-page filing last month that as president, he had "virtually unreviewable" authority to designate presidential records as personal ones. They said the National Archives has authority over only presidential records -- not personal ones -- and therefore had no right to demand that he return the materials.
"The PRA conferred unreviewable discretion on President Trump to designate the records at issue as personal," his lawyers wrote. "As such, President Trump's possession of those records was not unauthorized."
Trump's legal team also argues that the responsibility to recover presidential documents falls to the Archives, as a civil matter, and that the records agency should not have referred the matter to the Justice Department for potential criminal prosecution.

Boxes of records stored in a bathroom and shower at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. (Justice Department/AP)


Lawyers working for special counsel Jack Smith said Trump's reading of the PRA is wrong and relies on the faulty view that "as a former president, the Nation's laws and principles of accountability that govern every other citizen do not apply to him."
The materials Trump allegedly took from the White House are "indisputably presidential, not personal," prosecutors wrote, adding that even if Trump did designate the material as personal, the PRA would still not apply to classified information found at Mar-a-Lago.
"Nothing in the PRA leaves it to a President to make unilateral, unreviewable, and perpetually binding decisions to remove presidential records from the White House in a manner that thwarts the operation of the PRA -- a statute designed to ensure that presidential records are the property of the United States and that they are preserved for the people," the 29-page filing reads.
Smith's team also decisively rejected Trump's claim that the involvement of the Archives in the initial effort to retrieve the presidential records means the Justice Department cannot bring criminal charges. Trump is not criminally charged with violating the PRA, and prosecutors said that "nothing in that civil remedy precludes the application of criminal laws that govern overlapping conduct."
Legal experts have said multiple federal laws protect national security information -- and whether Trump considers the materials classified or personal property is irrelevant if they contain some of the nation's secrets.
Jason R. Baron, former director of litigation at the National Archives, called Trump's reading of the PRA "absurd."
According to Baron, presidents are allowed to sort through their materials when leaving office and determine which are personal and which are presidential. But he said the filings by Trump's lawyers contain no evidence that Trump made any notable effort to segregate the materials that were found in his possession.
Baron also said a president cannot designate classified materials as personal.
"The argument that merely by transferring boxes to Mar-a-Lago converts the legal status of their contents from presidential records to personal is absurd," Baron said. "There is no evidence of reasonable efforts being taken to separate personal from presidential records. A president cannot designate records about White House official business -- classified or unclassified -- as personal."
In a separate motion to dismiss the case, Trump's lawyers say the section of the Espionage Act that he is accused of violating "is unconstitutionally vague as applied to President Trump." That section bars the willful retention of national defense information by someone not authorized to have it. Trump is essentially saying that as president, he was the person who had ultimate authority to determine what is classified. He therefore cannot be considered someone who is unauthorized to view these materials, according to his dismissal motion.
Trump's lawyers also appear to argue that the term "national defense information" is broad and that Congress has provided no guidance to conclusively determine what it includes.
Federal prosecutors again reject Trump's argument as plain wrong, arguing that decades of court precedent makes it clear Trump had no authority to possess classified documents after leaving the White House -- particularly at Mar-a-Lago, a club that has visitors coming in and out each day.
"Trump fails to explain how his prior status as an original classifying authority has any bearing on whether he could retain classified documents post-presidency, whether or not he had a role in classifying," the government filing reads.
Prosecutors also said that as the former commander in chief, Trump should have been fluent in the laws safeguarding classified materials and known immediately that the content of the materials he allegedly retained was sensitive national defense information.
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'Gorilla hail' and tornadoes pound Plains as storm risk shifts into Midwest
Severe storms capable of producing large hail and even a few tornadoes are possible from around Dallas to Indianapolis on Thursday.
By Matthew Cappucci, Naomi Schanen | 2024-03-14

Huge hailstones collected in Shawnee, Kan., after severe weather Wednesday night. (Jeremy Crabtree/AP)


A battering of severe thunderstorms producing large hail and tornadoes lashed parts of the Plains on Wednesday, and more are likely on Thursday. Rotating thunderstorms, a few of which could produce strong tornadoes, are expected across the Ozarks and Mid-South on Thursday.
Thursday's severe weather risk zone stretches from Ohio and Indiana all the way to Waco, Tex., and includes a number of major metro areas -- Dallas; Memphis and Jackson, Tenn.; Evansville, Ind.; Cincinnati; Indianapolis; and the southern suburbs of Chicago.
Widespread large, damaging hail is expected, along with a few tornadoes and damaging winds well into the night.
After severe thunderstorm watches and warnings were in effect in Illinois during the midmorning hours Thursday, a tornado watch was issued for eastern Oklahoma until 6 p.m. Central time; additional watches are expected to be issued farther to the east.
The new alerts come after hail as big as softballs, 31/2 inches in diameter, pounded parts of Missouri and Kansas on Wednesday night. The National Weather Service also received three reports of tornadoes in Kansas.
In one warning that was issued for Kansas City, the Weather Service said the storm could produce apple-sized hailstones and wind gusts of 60 miles per hour.
"If you are in this warning, get away from windows and shelter inside now!!!," the Weather Service said.
People on social media posted photos of the "gorilla hail" -- a term coined by storm chaser Reed Timmer for such large hailstones -- placing them next to rulers, apples and tennis balls for comparison.
The hail brought traffic to a standstill on Interstate 70 near Kansas City, the Weather Service said on X.
A strong tornado touched down near Alta Vista, Kan., a small town about 40 miles southwest of Topeka, but there were not immediate reports of injuries. Intermittent damage is likely to have occurred between Alta Vista and Dwight, just south of I-70, which continues westward from Kansas City through Topeka and then all the way west through Denver.

A tornado was seen in Alta Vista, northeast Kansas, on March 13, as a severe thunderstorm swept through Missouri and Kansas.


Thursday's setup featured a large zone of low pressure that stretched from Kansas to just southwest of Chicago. Lows spin counterclockwise in the Northern Hemisphere, meaning southerly winds ahead of the system were pumping north a warm, humid air mass directly from the Gulf of Mexico. That moisture caused ample instability, or fuel, to support the development of strong to severe storms.
The jet stream tied to the low pressure system was slicing over the Mississippi and Ohio valleys and inducing shear, or a change of wind speed and/or direction with height. Any storms that grow tall enough to feel the changing winds will have the potential to rotate -- hence the tornado risk.

(NWS) 


There are two areas of enhanced tornado potential:
With cold air in the upper atmosphere, storms will have the potential to produce widespread large, destructive hail.
The entire risk area will see multiple squall lines with damaging winds carrying on past midnight, until storms eventually outrun the fuel that gave rise to them.
Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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How The Post investigated police officers accused of sexually abusing kids
The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing kids. Here's how we reported the Abused by the Badge series.
By Jessica Contrera, John D. Harden, Jenn Abelson | 2024-03-14
Jessica Contrera was reporting on child sex trafficking in 2021 when she started to notice the headlines. They appeared in her inbox a few times a month, the product of Google alerts she had set to be notified of stories regarding kids, abuse and the criminal justice system. She was accustomed to seeing stories in which law enforcement officers were mentioned because they were investigating child sexual abuse.
But in these articles, the officers were the abusers.
"Former Lewisville police officer sentenced for sexually assaulting a child"
"Ex-Chicago cop sentenced to 25 years in sex trafficking of young girls"
"Sex abuse victim of former LVMPD officer: 'I was turned into a human pet'"
These headlines frequently called the officers "former." But they were "former" officers only because they'd resigned or been fired after being accused. Many of them had used their jobs to find their victims, who were almost always described as young, vulnerable teenage girls.
She had no idea then just how often this was happening. To find out, she teamed up with investigative reporter Jenn Abelson and data reporter John D. Harden.
The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing children. We discovered that, on average, a law enforcement officer has been charged with a crime involving child sexual abuse twice a week, every week, for 18 years.
But knowing that police officers are sexually abusing kids was just the first step. We wanted to understand how these crimes happen and who is being hurt by them; how officers are investigated and what consequences they face; what's being done to stop predators with badges; and, perhaps most importantly, what isn't.
This year, The Post will be publishing stories about what we've found, including our data on officers' charges, convictions and sentences. We'll introduce you to real kids targeted by officers, take you inside investigations of attempted coverups and show you what happens in courtrooms, where prosecutors and judges decide what abusive cops deserve.
Along the way, we'll keep updating this page to help you understand our methodology: where our information comes from, how we obtained it and what we're still hoping to learn.
We began our reporting with key questions: How often are cops being accused of crimes involving child sexual abuse? What kinds of consequences are they facing? Who are the victims?
One of the first conversations we had was with Bowling Green State University professor Philip M. Stinson, who manages the Henry A. Wallace Police Crime Database. This database is the nation's most comprehensive accounting of arrests of sworn local and state law enforcement officers. The crime database tracks officers whose alleged crimes were discovered, who were arrested and whose charges appeared in news reports.
The Post has worked with Stinson on previous projects that examined police misconduct. For this series, he gave reporters access to the data to conduct an exclusive analysis of child sex crime cases involving officers.
For cases in the crime database that occurred before 2019, Bowling Green has more than 250 data points describing the type and outcome of the criminal charges. Among those data points are whether the allegation was sexual in nature and whether the victim was a minor, defined as under the age of 18. This allowed The Post to identify cases that met our criteria.
Bowling Green delays entering detailed information until the criminal cases have time to make their way through the legal system. To add more recent arrests to our data set, and to find other cases not yet in Bowling Green's data, Harden designed a scraper that used Google's search engine to find news reports mentioning police arrests and sex-related crimes. We also obtained several external data sources, including state-level police misconduct and decertification databases.
Next, Hayden Godfrey, a fellow with the Investigative Reporting Workshop, and a team of journalism master's students with the American University-Washington Post practicum program helped us vet each case to ensure it met our standards for inclusion.
Officers were counted in the data set if they worked full time, part time or in a reserve capacity for a state or local law enforcement department. They must have been employed as a sworn officer at the time of the crime or at the time they were arrested. Federal law enforcement, such as FBI officers and Border Patrol agents, are excluded from the total count to ensure consistency with Bowling Green's approach. We also excluded officers working for correctional facilities, in probation and parole jobs and those who do not have arresting powers.
Like Bowling Green, we coded cases as sex-related crimes based on details described in court records and media reports, not simply the statute with which the officer was charged. This is because prosecutors sometimes charge officers with nonsexual crimes even when the records indicate the alleged crime involved sex acts with a child. For example, The Post found cases in which cops were charged with child endangerment instead of child sexual abuse, or simple battery instead of sexual battery. Chloe Wentzlof, who worked as chief research assistant at Bowling Green's Police Integrity Research Group, reviewed our data entry to ensure consistent coding protocols, with help from assistant professor Eric Cooke.
Abelson, Contrera, Godfrey, practicum student Riley Ceder, The Post's research team and the other American University contributors spent months obtaining thousands of arrest warrants, police reports, court dockets, conviction outcomes and sentencing transcripts to ensure the accuracy of our reporting.
Our analysis identified more than 1,800 officers who were charged with crimes involving child sexual abuse from 2005 through 2022.
This count, however, includes only officers whose alleged crimes were discovered, who were arrested and whose arrests appeared in news reports, decertification databases or court documents.
Sex crimes, especially those involving children, are widely believed to be underreported. Children may be more afraid to come forward; courts may be more likely to seal records involving juveniles; and law enforcement agencies may not make information about the arrests public. Even when case information is available, the decline of local news organizations with resources to cover these arrests makes it easier for criminal charges against officers to escape public notice.
Bowling Green organizes sex-related crimes into categories that include forcible and statutory rape, forcible sodomy, forcible fondling, sexual assault with an object, incest, online solicitation, indecent exposure, and production and possession of child sexual abuse material, among others.
Our data on victims shows that teenage girls, especially those 13 to 15, are the most frequently targeted. Ninety percent of victims were not related to the officer accused of abusing them. We will share additional findings as more stories in this series are published.
It's our job as journalists to hold powerful people and institutions accountable. But to truly understand the harm caused by abusive officers, we knew where we needed to start: learning from real kids.
Contrera and Abelson began by writing letters to young people who had been exploited by law enforcement officers. We also reached out to family members, advocates, attorneys and others who helped kids after the abuse was discovered. We never wanted to make people feel pressured to talk with us. But we wanted to let them know that if they were interested in sharing their experiences, we would be grateful to listen.
Along with photojournalist Carolyn Van Houten, we spent the year traveling to big cities and small towns where officers had preyed upon children. Abelson and Contrera both have extensive experience interviewing children and adults who have been sexually abused. These are among the most delicate and challenging conversations a journalist can have. We worked to ensure our reporting was trauma-informed at every step.
Many of the young people we spoke with were still under 18 when we met them. In those cases, we sought permission from a parent or guardian. When possible, we interviewed family members, friends and other loved ones who witnessed the aftermath of these crimes. As The Post would with any victims of sexual abuse, we allowed them to choose how much identifying information to share with readers.
With the help of The Post's FOIA director, Nate Jones, we filed hundreds of public records requests with law enforcement agencies across America. We obtained employment applications, disciplinary files, investigative documents from criminal prosecutions, forensic interviews, body-cam footage, audio recordings, dozens of victim impact statements and thousands of texts, emails and social media messages. We used these materials, along with our extensive interviews, to reconstruct what happened.
For every story, we worked to interview the accused officers, members of law enforcement who investigated these crimes, prosecutors who took on these cases and judges who handed down sentences. We've also spoken with dozens of people with expertise in law enforcement and sexual abuse prevention to gain insight into systemic failures and best practices.
Do you have a story or tip to share with us? You can email reporter Jessica Contrera here and reporter Jenn Abelson here, or contact us using the form below, and our team may be in touch. We won't publish anything you tell us here without following up.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
Reporting by Jessica Contrera and Jenn Abelson. Data reporting and analysis by John D. Harden. Hayden Godfrey also contributed to this report.
Photos by Carolyn Van Houten. Photo editing by Robert Miller. Video by Alice Li. Video editing by Joy Sung. Design and development by Tucker Harris. Additional design by Laura Padilla Castellanos. Design editing by Christian Font. Graphics by Daniel Wolfe. Graphics editing by Reuben Fischer-Baum. "Post Reports" production by Ariel Plotnick and Monica Campbell.
Lynda Robinson was the lead editor. Additional editing by David S. Fallis, Anu Narayanswamy, Courtney Kan, Tara McCarty, Christopher Rickett, Ashleigh Wilson, Jessica Koscielniak, Jay Wang, Angela Hill and John Sullivan.
Court records research by Riley Ceder, Razzan Nakhlawi, Jennifer Jenkins, Monika Mathur, Alice Crites and Cate Brown. Public records requests by Nate Jones.
Additional production and support from Steven Bohner, Matthew Callahan, Brandon Carter, Sarah Childress, Emma Grazado, Meghan Hoyer, Chloe Meister, Jordan Melendrez, Candace Mitchell, Sarah Murray, Alexandra Pannoni, Andrea Platten and Kyley Schultz.
Additional contributors from the Police Integrity Research Group at Bowling Green State University are Philip M. Stinson, Chloe Wentzel and Eric Cooke.
Additional contributors from the American University-Washington Post practicum program are Alex Angle, Riley Ceder, Madeleine Sherer, Ben Baker, Nicholas Fogleman, Daniela Alejandra Lobo, Mirika Rayaprolu, Nami Hijikata, Solene Guarinos, Alexandra Rivera, Ron Simon III, Cameron Jennings Adams, Dima Amro and Siddhi Prabhanjan Mahatole.
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In states with laws targeting LGBTQ issues, school hate crimes quadrupled
School hate crimes targeting LGBTQ people have sharply risen in recent years, climbing fastest in states that have passed laws restricting LGBTQ student rights and education, a Washington Post analysis of FBI data finds.
By Laura Meckler, Hannah Natanson, John D. Harden | 2024-03-14
School hate crimes targeting LGBTQ+ people have sharply risen in recent years, climbing fastest in states that have passed laws restricting LGBTQ student rights and education, a Washington Post analysis of FBI data finds.
In states with restrictive laws, the number of hate crimes on K-12 campuses has more than quadrupled since the onset of a divisive culture war that has often centered on the rights of LGBTQ+ youth.
At the same time, calls to LGBTQ+ youth crisis hotlines have exploded, with some advocates drawing a connection between the spike in bullying and hate crimes, and the political climate.
LGBTQ+ students have long dealt with bullying and harassment at school, but some students are feeling particularly vulnerable due to the wave of legislation. They are also on edge following the death of Nex Benedict, a nonbinary teenager who died after a fight in their Oklahoma public school bathroom. The death was ruled a suicide, according to a one-page summary report released Wednesday by the state's chief medical examiner.
That's the case for Carden, a transgender 17-year-old. He argues that politicians' anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric has shaped the views of adults in the conservative Virginia county where he lives.
"Kids parrot these ideas in their head, it's like, 'Oh, my parents think ...,'" said Carden, whose parents asked that his last name be withheld for fear of further bullying. "Then it translates to being mean to other people their age."
Twice this fall, a group of freshmen boys at Carden's school harassed him for his gender identity -- once calling him "queer" in a nasty tone, he said. The second time, after telling him a Pride flag he had tucked into his backpack was "pitiful," one of the boys suggested Carden should "just go die already."

In 28 states with restrictive LGBTQ laws, the average number of reported hate crimes was more than three times higher in 2021 and 2022 than from 2015 to 2019.


Since his election in 2021, Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) has encouraged schools to require that students use facilities matching their biological sex and has signed a law requiring schools to alert parents of "sexually explicit" lessons, alarming LGBTQ+ advocacy groups who predicted it would be used to limit education on sexual orientation and gender identity. Other GOP governors have advanced similar policies through executive action and legislation.
The Post analysis found that the number of anti-LGBTQ+ school hate crimes serious enough to be reported to local police more than doubled nationwide between 2015-2019 and 2021-2022. The rise is steeper in the 28 states that have passed laws curbing the rights of transgender students at school and restricting how teachers can talk about issues of gender and sexuality.
In more-liberal states that have not enacted restrictive school LGBTQ+ laws, The Post found that the rise in FBI hate crimes was lower -- though the absolute number of crimes was higher. Analysts said that may be because people in those states are more likely to report incidents.
Advocacy groups have also seen a rising number of young people in distress.
Calls have spiked to the Trevor Project, which provides support to LGBTQ+ youth aimed at suicide prevention and crisis intervention. In the fiscal year ending in July 2022, the group fielded about 230,000 crisis contacts, including phone calls, texts and online chats. The following year, it was more than 500,000.
Similarly, the Rainbow Youth Project, a nonprofit that offers crisis response and counseling to at-risk LGBTQ+ youth, saw calls to its hotline rise from an average of about 1,000 per month in 2022 to just over 1,400 per month last year. The top reason cited by callers in 2023 was anti-LGBTQ+ "political rhetoric," such as debate over laws and policies limiting rights at school.
Young people will say, "`My government hates me,' 'My school hates me,' `They don't want me to exist,'" said Lance Preston, the group's founder and executive director. "That ... is absolutely unacceptable. That is shocking."
In the weeks after Nex's death, the Rainbow Youth Project saw a crush of calls from Oklahoma, rising from 321 in January to nearly 1,100 in February, though the surge may have been driven at least in part by news coverage of the group's work.
Nex, who used they/them pronouns, died on Feb. 8, a day after a confrontation in the bathroom of their school in a Tulsa suburb. School officials sent the students home, but Nex's grandmother took Nex to the hospital later that day and called police.
In a statement to an officer, Nex and their grandmother said three girls had been bullying Nex and a friend because of how they dress. In the bathroom that day, these girls were making comments Nex found offensive, and Nex poured water on them. Then "all three of them came at me," Nex said. A fight ensued.
Nex was discharged from the hospital but rushed back the next day, when they died. The case has drawn national attention. Before the cause of death was released, LGBTQ+ advocates argued that Nex was bullied and that their death was a hate crime related to their gender identity. After the finding of suicide was made public, they connected the suicide to the bullying. The Office for Civil Rights at the Department of Education this month opened an investigation into the school's actions.
Since 2020, Oklahoma has adopted several laws restricting transgender rights. The state prohibits students from using bathrooms that do not align with the sex assigned at their birth and bars minors from receiving transition-related care. The legislature is considering additional measures this year, including a ban on changing one's gender on birth certificates and requiring that schools teach that "a person's sex is an immutable biological trait" that cannot be changed.
Many of these bills have been championed by the state's schools superintendent, Ryan Walters, who said in an interview that Nex's death was a heartbreaking tragedy, but that those who are connecting it to bullying or gender identity are pushing a "left-wing agenda" and "politicizing the death of a student."
Walters said he will continue to push for legislation to counter what he called "radical gender theory," which he defines as the notion that one's gender can differ from biological sex.
"There's two genders. That's the way God created us," Walters said. Some young people are confused, he said, but, "your job as an adult is to help kids, not lie to them."
He added that he opposes bullying but wholly rejects the idea that the political environment is encouraging it.
"Because you share a belief or an opinion does not mean it's connected to violence," he said.
The FBI data show serious incidents against LGBTQ+ people are on the rise, particularly in the more than two dozen states that have passed laws targeting LGBTQ+ students or education. Some of these laws, like those enacted in Oklahoma, bar students from competing on sports teams or using school bathrooms that do not conform with their sex assigned at birth. Others circumscribe what teachers can teach about gender identity or sexual orientation or bar instruction on these subjects entirely.
Overall, there were an average of 108 anti-LGBTQ+ hate crimes at schools reported to the FBI per year from 2015 to 2019 on both college and K-12 campuses. In  2021 and 2022, the most recent for which data were available, the average more than doubled to 232. (The number of reported hate crimes overall dropped in 2020, when the covid-19 pandemic shut down many school campuses, forcing learning online.)
The rise was even steeper in states that have enacted laws or policies which restrict LGBTQ+ students' education or rights at school -- tripling from an average of about 28 per year from 2015-2019 to an average of about 90 per year in 2021-22. There was also an upsurge in the states without these laws, from about 79 reported hate crimes per year to 140.
When the data is limited to K-12 campuses, the increase is even more marked. In states that have enacted restrictive laws, there were more than four times the number of anti-LGBTQ+ hate crimes on average, per year, in 2021-22 compared with the years 2015-2019 across elementary, middle and high schools.
"Policy sets the tone for real-world experiences [and] discriminatory policy just creates a hostile environment," said Amy McGehee, a doctoral student at Oklahoma State University who researches LGBTQ health and well-being.
FBI data indicate the most common crimes associated with reported hate crimes at schools include simple assault, intimidation and vandalism.
McGehee added that LGBTQ students were reporting feeling unsafe on both college and K-12 campuses even before states began passing waves of policies restricting their rights at school. A sweeping Washington Post-KFF poll last year found that school is among the greatest stressors for transgender children in particular. Forty-five percent of trans adults said they felt generally unsafe at school as a child or teenager, compared to 10 percent of cisgender adults.
The Post's analysis of FBI data found that the per capita hate crime rates on K-12 and college campuses were higher in the more liberal states that have not enacted laws limiting transgender rights. Although the finding may seem counterintuitive, it actually makes sense, said Stephen Russell, a University of Texas at Austin professor who studies LGBTQ youth. He said LGBTQ youth and families living in those 22 states were probably more likely to report violence and harassment in the first place.
Many of these states have adopted laws and school policies specifically prohibiting bullying of or discrimination against LGBTQ students, he said. In some places, he said, that includes required annual notifications alerting students and parents to their rights and spelling out how they can and should report bad behavior.
"It creates a context where they see themselves, they stand up for themselves, they believe there is a place for them in their schools," Russell said of LGBTQ children.
In addition, it's possible more kids are public about their identities in more liberal states, creating more targets for bullies, said Lanae Erickson, a senior vice president at Third Way, a centrist Democratic think tank, who studies social policy and politics.
Both Erickson and Russell were unsurprised to learn that the number of hate crimes had risen faster in states with conservative laws.
"The data you have is the thing I've been worrying about, and here it is," said Russell.

Washington, D.C. residents held a candlelight vigil to honor Nex Benedict in late February. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


The upsurge in restrictive laws and in school bullying has left some LGBTQ+ students feeling under attack.
Last year, classmates regularly harassed a transgender teenager in Mississippi for his short hair and for wearing boy's clothing and chest binders, his mother said in an interview. Throughout that year, her son often woke up in the middle of the night vomiting due to stress. He wound up missing about three weeks of school due to bullying-induced breakdowns, recalled the mother, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation from family members who do not support her son's gender identity.
She said her son has been suicidal at times, at one point keeping a journal in which he detailed plans to kill himself. She said he also cut himself. "He feels shamed," she said. "It's hard for him to find friends."
In 2021, Mississippi enacted a law barring transgender students from playing on sports teams that match their gender identity. Partly citing that state policy, the mother said she feels like everything is just getting worse.
"I'm really worried that my child is getting irreparable mental damage from all of this," she said. "I also just get worried that, what if he gets suicidal again? I don't want to lose my son."
Studies show that LGBTQ+ youth are at particular risk for bullying and mental health problems. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 2021 Youth Risk Behavior survey, for instance, found that more than 1 in 3 gay, lesbian and bisexual students were bullied either on school property or online in the previous year. For about 1 in 4 the bullying was at school. Among straight students, those rates were about half as high.
When Max Ibarra was a sophomore in high school in the Chino Valley, Calif., east of Los Angeles, they endured what Max thinks of as everyday bullying from other students.
Max, who identifies as trans and nonbinary, recalled hearing snickering behind their back. In one class, they said, another student regularly threw erasers and wads of paper thrown at them in class. In the hallway once, someone purposefully stuck out a shoulder to shove Max into the brick wall.

Max Ibarra, now a senior in the Chino Valley Unified School District, right, talks with Tony Thurmond, the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction, in October 2022. (Courtesy of Max Ibarra)


But what really bothers Max, now 17, is what the Chino Valley Unified School District school board did. In July 2023, the board approved a policy requiring the school to notify parents if a student asked to use a name that differed from official records, or if they asked to use pronouns or school facilities that do not align with sex listed on the student's birth certificate.
At the school board meeting where the policy was approved, 4-1, Max shouted objections into the microphone during the public comment period. They said that many trans students feel safe at school but not at home, and that the policy "shoves them in the closet."
"I am tired of the idea that all parents love and support their children unconditionally. That is not true," they yelled into the microphone. "There are evil people in this world, and some of them have children. Shocking, I know! Some prefer a dead child to a trans child."
A spokesperson for the district declined to respond directly to Max's assertions but said the schools have systems in place to report and respond to bullying and to address the needs of LGBTQ+ students. The district, she said, is "committed to upholding an educational setting that encourages, emboldens, and motivates scholars to become the global citizens they are meant to be."
The policy was later put on hold by a court, and Thursday, the school board rolled back most of it. Still, Max said in an interview that the tone set by the school board remains.
"This culture of hostility and division has been festering, especially for the last three years, and its ramped up more and more each year," Max said. "The school board has made it very clear we're not welcome here. It's very clear they don't want us to exist."
Emily Guskin and Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Oklahoma nonbinary teen's death is ruled a suicide, triggering anger
Nex Benedict's death in February after an altercation at school prompted vigils across the country. The 16-year-old had told family about being bullied. 
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2024-03-14

Tenth-grader Nex Benedict died a day after a fight in the bathroom of the Oklahoma high school they attended. (Benedict family) (Sue Benedict/AP)


The death of a nonbinary teen who collapsed a day after an altercation at a high school in Owasso, Okla., has been ruled a suicide, according to a one-page summary report released Wednesday by the state's chief medical examiner.
Nex Benedict's death last month triggered vigils not only in that Tulsa suburb but across the country because the sophomore, who used they/them pronouns, had told family that other students were bullying them in school.
The fight happened Feb. 7. The 16-year-old collapsed at home the next morning and died within hours at a Tulsa hospital. The medical examiner's report said the teen had antihistamine and antidepressant "combined toxicity" in their system. For manner of death, the box checked was "suicide."
The full autopsy report is to be released March 27. Investigators are awaiting that report before submitting their findings to the Tulsa County district attorney, according to Lt. Nick Boatman, a spokesman for the Owasso Police Department. The summary references both Nex's preferred name and legal first name.
"From the beginning of this investigation, Owasso Police observed many indications that this death was the result of suicide. However, investigators did not wish to confirm that information without the final results being presented by the Oklahoma Medical Examiner's Office," the department said in a statement.
Boatman declined to say whether authorities found any note from Nex but pointed out that the medical examiner had previously said Nex's death was not the result of trauma suffered in the incident in a girl's bathroom. "And here we have the front page of their actual report that says 'Cause of death: Suicide by these drugs.' No mention of any trauma," he said.

A candlelight vigil for Oklahoma student Nex Benedict is held at As You Are Bar, a safe space for the LGBTQ+ community in Washington, D.C., in late February. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Investigators have interviewed Nex's family, teachers, school staff and students involved in the fight, Boatman said, including all of the students who appeared in school security videos that police released last month.
He cautioned that the case is not closed: "We present all of our findings to the DA, no matter what. We investigate, and the DA decides" whether to file charges, he said.
Nex's grandmother and legal guardian, Sue Benedict, did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday, nor did her attorney, Jacob Biby.
A spokeswoman for the Tulsa County district attorney said Wednesday that the office was awaiting those findings before commenting.
LGBTQ+ activists reacted angrily and said the state, which in recent years has passed numerous bills considered hostile to their communities, had failed Nex and other students like them.
"We have a responsibility to acknowledge the role anti-trans policies and rhetoric continue to play," the advocacy group Freedom Oklahoma said in a statement. The autopsy summary "only further emphasizes the state of crisis our youth are in."
The summary's release came days after a contentious Owasso school board meeting, during which parents complained of bullying at schools while Superintendent Margaret Coates lauded the district's efforts to protect students. The audience alternately applauded and booed. Several in attendance were escorted out.
A couple of weeks ago, dozens of Owasso High School students staged a walkout in support of Nex. Another rally is planned Thursday at the Oklahoma Capitol.

People gather outside the Stonewall Inn in New York City last month for a memorial and vigil for Oklahoma teen Nex Benedict. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


The Owasso superintendent emailed a message to district staff and students' families on Wednesday. "We understand that the information released today may bring up additional thoughts, feelings and emotions for students and staff members," Coates wrote. "As we mourn together, OPS remains focused on the safety and well-being of our students and staff."
In the wake of Nex's death, the U.S. Department of Education opened an investigation into alleged sex-based harassment and discrimination at Owasso High School. The action followed a complaint by the Human Rights Campaign, a national LGBTQ+ advocacy group.
"We have heard from so many parents and students that this culture of bullying and harassment is both pervasive at Owasso Public Schools and that many within the school had actual knowledge that it was occurring and took no steps to fix it," HRC president Kelley Robinson said in a statement on Wednesday.
The group pointed to reporting from The Washington Post, which showed "that in states with laws that target LGBTQ+ youth, hate crimes against those youth quadruple. ... [A]nti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric in the statehouse does not stop at those doors, but in fact has real and measurable consequences in the schoolhouse."
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Iowa transgender musician and activist acquitted on protest charges
The arrests of seven protesters last fall in Iowa City were seen by some people as an effort to limit their right to assemble. 
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2024-03-13

Police body-camera footage shows Tara McGovern during a protest last fall at the University of Iowa campus in Iowa City. (Photo by the University of Iowa police department)


Tara McGovern, a transgender musician who was arrested last fall after protesting a speaker on the University of Iowa campus, was acquitted Wednesday of charges that they contended went to the heart of the constitutional right to assemble.
McGovern, who goes by they/them pronouns, had been charged with two misdemeanors in connection with the event. So were six other protesters from a crowd of about 200 people. All of those arrested were transgender. All but two pleaded guilty. McGovern went to trial on principle; the seventh person's trial will take place in Iowa City this spring.
"I am so relieved that the last six months of my life have resolved with two not guilty verdicts," they said after the verdict.
University police claimed the protesters were "chanting and constantly trying to walk in the street in front of the vehicles ... preventing them from driving away," as a detective wrote in his report. "Tens of those people abided by police requests and instructions to leave the roadway and were nonconfrontational," but McGovern and two other protesters were "questioning why they can't just do what they want and claimed they had rights."
McGovern, 45, insisted they didn't break the law during the demonstration against Chloe Cole, the speaker who once identified as transgender and now opposes gender-affirming care for minors. The defense said police body-camera video entered as evidence proved that point.
In the footage reviewed by The Washington Post, McGovern and other protesters are seen continuously walking back and forth across the street as police try to keep them on the sidewalk. An officer tells McGovern, who's carrying rainbow and trans rights flags, that "it's against the law to block an intersection." The officer is then seen reaching out to move McGovern and other protesters out of the road.
Iowa was among 16 states to enact "Back the Blue" laws, increasing protest-related penalties following demonstrations over the killing of George Floyd in Minnesota in 2020, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. Activists say such laws can clash with constitutional rights, including freedom of speech.
The charges filed against McGovern included interference with official acts and disorderly conduct obstructing streets, the more serious of the two misdemeanors.
Johnson County District Attorney Rachel Zimmermann Smith responded late Wednesday afternoon: "The Defendant got a fair trial and, regardless of the outcome, that is always the ultimate goal."
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Middle East conflict live updates: Israel plans to direct Rafah civilians to 'humanitarian' zones
President Biden has warned that an Israeli ground offensive in Rafah would cross a "red line." 
By Frances Vinall, Jennifer Hassan, Adam Taylor, Mikhail Klimentov, Liz Goodwin, Shira Rubin, Joyce Lau, Kareem Fahim, John Hudson, Lior Soroka | 2024-03-14
Israel's military intends to direct a "significant" portion of Rafah's population of 1.4 million toward "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza ahead of Israel's planned ground offensive, Israel Defense Forces spokesman Daniel Hagari said. President Biden has warned in recent weeks that an Israeli invasion in the southern city would cross a "red line," though he said: "I'm never going to leave Israel."
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Biden administration imposes first sanctions on West Bank settlements
The sanctions mark the first time economic restrictions have been placed on entire Israeli outposts in the Palestinian territory.
By Adam Taylor, Shira Rubin | 2024-03-14

An anti-Palestinian slogan in Hebrew is seen on a Palestinian home after a reported attack by Israeli settlers from the nearby Shilo settlement, in the village of Turmus Ayya near Ramallah city in the occupied West Bank, on Feb. 18. (Jaafar AshtiyehAFP via Getty Images) 


The Biden administration announced sanctions on two West Bank settlements Thursday, marking the first time economic restrictions have ever been placed on entire Israeli outposts in the Palestinian territory.
The sanctions were issued because of acts of violence against civilians, the State Department said in a statement announcing the measures. "There is no justification for extremist violence against civilians, whatever their national origin, ethnicity, race, or religion," the State Department said.
The two sanctioned settlements were listed as Moshes Farm, also known as Tirza Valley Farm Outpost, and Zvis Farm.
Three Israeli citizens were also individually placed on the Office of Foreign Assets Control's list of sanctioned entities: Zvi Bar Yosef, 31; Neriya Ben Pazi, 30; and Moshe Sharvit, 29.
All three men have been linked to violence against Palestinians in media reports. The State Department said Bar Yosef has engaged in "repeated violence and attempts to engage in violence against Palestinians in the West Bank," while both Ben Pazi and Sharvit have used threats and violence to expel Palestinians from their land.
The sanctions block access to U.S. property or assets and prohibit financial institutions from working with those targeted. After the United States announced sanctions on four settlers in a different action in February, Israeli banks said they would comply with the sanctions, and the settlers told Israeli media that their accounts had been frozen, despite complaints from far-right ministers.
The move comes amid rising tensions between the Biden administration and the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over not just the continued violence perpetrated by Israeli settlers in the West Bank, but also over the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza, where at least 31,341 people have died, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
President Biden warned last weekend that an Israeli ground offensive in Rafah, a southern Gazan city now overflowing with civilians who have fled other parts of the strip, would be a "red line" for the United States, without specifying how he would respond.
On Thursday, Israel Defense Forces spokesman Daniel Hagari said that the Israeli military intended to direct a "significant" portion of Rafah's population of 1.4 million toward "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza, adding that Israel intended to "flood" Gaza with aid.
White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said the Biden administration had not seen Israel's plans.
"Our position has not changed," Kirby told reporters. "We do not want to see large-scale operations in Rafah unless there is a credible, legitimate, executable plan to provide for the safety and security of the civilians that are there."
Thursday's sanctions immediately drew criticism from some Israeli politicians.
"It is not possible for other countries to impose sanctions on Israeli citizens and to damage their property rights without any basis," Tzvi Sukkot, a Knesset member from the far-right Religious Zionist Party, told Israeli radio station 103FM on Thursday shortly after the announcement.
Peace Now, an Israeli advocacy group that tracks and opposes West Bank settlements, meanwhile, welcomed the new sanctions, saying it was time for the settlements to pay for "their violence and systematic criminality" in a post on the social platform X.
Violence has flared in the West Bank since the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, which sparked the ongoing war in Gaza. Yesh Din, a human rights group, called 2023 the "most violent year in settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank in both the number of incidents and their severity," with a particular spike in violence in the two months after the attacks on Israel.
As many as 700,000 Israeli settlers live in the West Bank, spread across 279 settlements, according to estimates from the United Nations. On March 6, Israel's settlements minister wrote on the social media platform X that plans to construct 3,500 additional settlement homes were progressing, sparking condemnation from United Nations officials and some world leaders.
Thursday's sanctions were issued under an executive order signed by Biden in February that allowed the United States to target people who undermined peace, security and stability in the West Bank and hurt U.S. foreign policy objectives, including a two-state solution. Four individual Israeli settlers were placed on the sanctions list at that time.
The executive order was just one sign of administration pressure on Israeli settlements. Later in February, Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced a reversal of the previous administration's position on Israeli settlements in the West Bank, calling them "inconsistent with international law" and stating that they weaken Israeli security.
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian envoy to the United Nations, said at a meeting this week that sanctions on individual settlers were not enough and that all settlers and settlements needed to be targeted. "The entire enterprise of settlements and settlers should be sanctioned -- don't allow a single of one of them to get a visa to visit any of your countries," Mansour told the United Nations.
Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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How the gang leader 'Barbecue' became one of Haiti's most powerful men
Jimmy Cherizier helped chase Prime Minister Ariel Henry from office. His command of the streets is likely to give him veto power over the coming transition.
By Adela Suliman, Widlore Merancourt | 2024-03-14

Gang leader Jimmy "Barbecue" Cherizier with G9 gang members in the Delmas 3 area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Feb. 22. (Giles Clarke/Getty Images)


Jimmy Cherizier, the elite police officer-turned-gang leader known as "Barbecue," has risen through Haiti's political vacuum to become one of the country's most powerful men.
Cherizier -- who got his nickname from his mother's famous grilled chicken -- has proved himself a savvy player of both traditional and social media and a charismatic leader who unified several of Port-au-Prince's disparate gangs to take control of much of Port-au-Prince and demand embattled Prime Minister Ariel Henry to step down.
He has been accused of crippling Haiti's economy through extortion and blocking port terminals. His alleged leadership of and participation in slum massacres and violence have left him feared at home and sanctioned internationally.
Henry, criticized for failing to contain the violence or lead the country to new elections, finally agreed Monday that he would step down once a transitional presidential council had chosen an interim to replace him. Cherizier is credited with helping to drive him from office.
Cherizier, having been sanctioned by the United Nations, is ineligible to serve on the council. But with his power and influence, he is likely to continue influencing Haiti's trajectory.
Here's what to know about him.

Jimmy Cherizier pours spirits on a bonfire before setting it on fire during a voodoo ceremony to demand justice for Haitian President Jovenel Moise, who was assassinated on July 7, 2021. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


Often seen wearing a bulletproof vest and flanked by men and boys carrying assault rifles, Cherizier portrays himself as a savior of the streets in the beleaguered Caribbean nation of 11 million.
In 2020 he became a major player by uniting several of the warring gangs of Port-au-Prince into a powerful new confederation named the G9 Family and Allies to launch what he called a "revolution." He announced its formation on YouTube dressed in a powder-blue three-piece suit.
Since then, he has been instrumental in directing pressure on Henry to stand down. Last week, while the prime minister was in Nairobi promoting a U.N.-approved, Kenya-led security force for Haiti, Cherizier gave him an ultimatum: Resign or "the country is headed straight to a genocide."
"If the international community continues to support him, they are taking us to a civil war," he warned. "We will fight until Ariel Henry's resignation."
On Monday, before Henry announced his intention to resign, Cherizier said a new government should be chosen by his coalition and "the Haitian people." He also lambasted the planned security force.
"It will plunge Haiti into chaos," Cherizier said. "We are having a bloody revolution in the country."
Carlos Solar, senior research fellow of Latin American security at the London-based think tank Royal United Services Institute, said Cherizier commands a formidable force. "We've seen a massive influx of weapons," he said, "which means that any multinational force will need to be armed to the teeth, as Jimmy and the other gangs are."
Solar believes Cherizier is aware of the sway he holds over negotiations for Haiti's future and likely "wants to become a politician at some point."
"He says he's not a gangster. He's claiming to represent the people and to trying to legitimize himself," Solar said. "If a new government comes, what are they going to do with Jimmy and these other gang lords? They're not going to lay down weapons easily."
If Haiti is to move forward, Solar said, an armistice or "informal pact" with the gangs may be required.

Cherizier leads a march to demand justice for slain Haitian President Jovenel Moise in July 2021. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


Cherizier, thought to be in his late 40s, was born in the Delmas neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, the youngest of eight children, the Associated Press has reported. Their father died when he was 5.
He became a member of Haiti's national police, working with a riot squad, before being expelled in 2018 -- a decision he has called unfair.
Articulate and charismatic, he is viewed in Delmas as a protector, often seen handing out food, hosting journalists and patrolling the streets. "This is an armed revolution," he told The Washington Post in 2020. "We will put guns in the hands of every child if we have to."
Cherizier has been accused of leading massacres in which dozens of men, women and children have been killed -- most notably in 2018 in the slums of La Saline, where at least 71 people were killed, at least seven women raped and over 400 houses destroyed, according to the United Nations. Cherizier denies all allegations.
He was sanctioned by the United States in 2020 for human rights abuses and by the United Nations in 2022. The U.N. Security Council said his actions, which allegedly included extorting small businesses, kidnapping for ransom and blockading a fuel terminal for months at a time, "have directly contributed to the economic paralysis and humanitarian crisis in Haiti."
"Barbecue is quite a character," Solar said. "He's a bit of a Robin Hood -- he represents himself as this."
Cherizier styles himself a champion of social justice. "Today, I feel much more useful than when I was a member of the Haitian police," he told the New Yorker last year. "There are a lot of people who depend on me."
He likened himself to Malcolm X and the Haitian revolutionary leader Jean-Jacques Dessalines. His cellphone cover, the New Yorker reported, "was a Pop Art image depicting him as Che Guevara," the Argentine Marxist revolutionary, "complete with beret."

Cherizier holds a news conference in the Delmas 6 neighborhood of Port-au-Prince on March 5. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


Analysts say Cherizier is unlikely to lead Haiti. He's not the country's most powerful gang leader, some say -- just the most visible.
Other figures, such as Guy Philippe, are better known. Philippe, a former rebel commander -- he led the 2004 uprising that ousted then-president Jean-Bertrand Aristide -- returned to Haiti last year after being freed from a U.S. prison, where he served time after pleading guilty to money laundering related to drug trafficking. Philippe, too, called for Henry's removal.
But Cherizier has "clearly filled a void," said Christopher Sabatini, senior Latin America fellow at London's Chatham House. "In these moments of political vacuum and crisis, new leaders emerge."
Cherizier's influence over the streets, Sabatini said, his cache of weapons and his control of much of the capital could give him "effective veto power" over the proposed transitional presidential council and elections.
"He's grabbed the lime light, he has more of a media presence than most, he plays to the audience," Sabatini said. He's "a factor of the power dynamic right now."

People travel by motorcycle in Port-au-Prince. (Johnson Sabin/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Haiti, beset by a long history of political corruption, gang violence and economic exploitation, is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.
"Everyday Haitians are caught in the middle of a crossfire between government agencies and the gangs," Solar said. "There's very little hope for them."
"Haitians' distrust, even hatred, of the political class runs deep," Sabatini said, and Cherizier has been able to use that. "In his violence and threats, he captures popular anger in ways that current politicians don't and can't."
Cherizier's conversion of a "fragmented, chaotic network of criminal organizations that were combative into one political agenda," was a key achievement, he said. It transformed him into a "criminal, political entrepreneur."
In Henry's promise to resign, Cherizier "got what he wanted." But how big a role he'll play going forward is unclear.
"He's going to be a force to be reckoned with."
Anthony Faiola, Ingrid Arnesen, Samantha Schmidt and Amanda Coletta contributed to this report.
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Pope Francis, in first autobiography, says he will not choose to retire
The book amounts to a personal history -- and defense -- from a pontiff regularly embraced by liberals and pilloried by archconservatives.
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2024-03-14

Pope Francis waves from his car on the day of the weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on March 13. (Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)


VATICAN CITY -- He confesses to being "dazzled by a girl" in his youth who made it difficult for him "to pray." He takes a swipe at the European Union and denounces the U.S. decision to drop atomic bombs as "immoral." He says he's no "communist" and chides those who sought to pit him against his predecessor. He has bad news for his critics: He will not voluntarily retire.
In Pope Francis's first autobiography, which publishes March 19, the first Latin American pontiff offers an up-to-the-minute take on his life and papacy. Written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona, who offers a near theatrical setup to each chapter, the book fleshes out the key moments of Francis's 87 years and amounts to a personal history -- and defense -- from a pontiff regularly embraced by liberals and pilloried by archconservatives.
What emerges is an unapologetic account from a Catholic leader who balances his role as defender of traditional doctrine with humanism and the distinct perspective of the Global South. In a departure from the ponderous verses of popes, he deploys simple language and open references to his critics. Even the concept of a full papal autobiography is somewhat novel for modern times. Pope Benedict XVI only wrote a memoir when he was still a cardinal, while John Paul II wrote two personal histories that focused on his spirituality.
In perhaps the most compelling part of the book, Francis writes of being gobsmacked by the retirement of Benedict XVI, an event he says he learned about from a journalist.
Francis describes himself as being almost in denial about his rapidly elevating chances of being elected pope at the time of the 2013 conclave. Only a colleague quizzing him about his health tipped him off as to how real his chances were. He writes of his unease with the gilded trappings of his office, and his decision to reject the finery that came with it.
There has been much written -- and much speculation -- about the relationship between Francis and Benedict. Here, Francis reflects on the delicate balance of managing a church with two popes.
He says he encouraged Benedict not to "live out of view," but to see people and participate in the "life of the church." In an apparent reference to his conservative critics, he notes that decision did little to limit the ideological and political "disputes" that erupted between him and the "unscrupulous people" who never accepted Benedict's resignation.
Francis has at times seemed to open the door to retirement, only to later shut it. He is more definitive in this book. He says he has no intention of following in Benedict's footsteps by retiring. Referring to his critics, he says "some people may have hoped that sooner or later, perhaps after a stay in the hospital, I might make an announcement of that kind, but there is no risk of it." Like all popes, he writes, he has made certain arrangements. But "I believe the pope's ministry is ad vitam, for life, and I therefore see no justification for giving it up."
And yet, Francis ventures to imagine his life should he ever be forced to hang up the white hat due to "serious physical impediment." He says he would want to be known as "bishop of Rome emeritus," eschewing the "pope emeritus" title that Benedict chose.
"I would move to the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore to serve as confessor and give Communion to the sick," he writes.
He notes that Benedict, at the time of the transition of power in 2013, was transparent about the troubling state of the Vatican.
"During his handover to me, he gave me a white box containing the dossier, compiled by three cardinals, each over eighty years of age -- Julian Herranz Casado, Jozef Tomko, and Salvatore De Giorgi -- concerning the leaks of confidential documents that had shaken the Vatican in 2012," Francis writes. "Benedict showed me the steps he had taken, removing people who were involved with lobbying groups and intervening in cases of corruption, and warned me about other situations in which it would be necessary to take action, telling me clearly that the baton was now being passed to me and it was for me to deal with it."
Francis hits timely topics in this book, defending his call for rapid action on climate change and decrying the outbreak of conflicts that he calls a dispersed "third world war."
"Stop the weapons! Stop the bombs! Stop the thirst for power! Stop, in the name of God! Enough, I beg you!" Francis writes.
Rationalizing his recent decision to allow blessings of same-sex couples, he reiterates his position that such benedictions are not in any way tantamount to marriage. But echoing past statements, written now with the clarity and force of his own pen, he explicitly calls for civil legal rights for same-sex couples in terms remarkable for a Catholic pontiff. He conveys his respect of clerics who disagree with him while insisting it is time "we abandon the rigidity of the past."
"I have said on many occasions that it is right that [same sex couples] who experience the gift of love should have the same legal protections as everyone else," he writes.
Francis, known for following his Jesuit order's vows of poverty, speaks of being deeply impressed by an atheist, communist colleague in the book, but he distances himself from the ideology itself: "After my election as pope, some people claimed I spoke about the poor so often because I was a communist or a Marxist myself," he writes. He later continues: "Why? Because I don't wear the papal red shoes! But talking about the poor doesn't necessarily mean one is a communist."
He writes of historical events -- the evil of Nazi Germany and the brutality of World War II -- that shaped his faith and life. He tells of almost going to Japan as a Jesuit missionary, and being refused due to his health, while suggesting that he might have lost his life if he had: "Maybe some people in the Vatican would have been happier!"
He evokes a distinctly non-U.S. world view in his assessment of the decision to drop the bombs that ended World War II: "The use of atomic energy for purposes of war is a crime against humanity, against human dignity, and against any possibility of a future in our shared home. It is immoral!"
He addresses an old controversy: that, during the Argentine dirty war, he denounced two leftist priests -- the Revs. Orlando Yorio and Franz Jalics -- to the ruthless, far-right military junta. He calls such accusations "smears," saying he "warned them" of the risks of their ministry in Bajo Flores slum in Buenos Aires, advised them to leave and offered them safe shelter.
"But they decided to remain with the poor, and in May 1976, they were abducted," Francis writes. "I did everything in my power to get them freed."
Somewhat surprisingly, given the growth areas of Catholicism in Africa and Asia, and its shrinkage in Europe, Francis dedicates a full chapter to the "Birth of the European Union," which he describes as originally "one of the most beautiful ideas ever conceived by political creativity."
But he goes on to chide some of its members for refusing to help countries such as Italy, Spain and Greece on the front lines of migrant arrivals, describing the lack of cooperation as "suicidal individualism." He then references a recent trip to Hungary, noting that he hoped his words there inspired Prime Minister Viktor Orban to embrace "unity" -- but then seems to blame the bureaucrats in Brussels for not respecting the "unique features of Hungary" in dealings with its illiberal leader.
He describes how he swore off TV after a program of "an adult nature" popped up in the priests' lounge of a Jesuit community he was staying at in July 1990. "I vowed never to watch television again. Only very occasionally do I allow myself to watch: for example, when a new president is sworn in, or I watched briefly once when there had been a plane crash."
In the book, Francis proves himself to be nothing if not Argentine -- devoting a short chapter to the late Diego Maradona and his "hand of God" goal during Argentina's run to victory in the 1986 World Cup. A well-known soccer fan, Francis writes that he did not watch the 2022 World Cup due to his loathing of television, only learning from guests of a midgame lead and the eventual loss by Argentina. That match, he says, was classic of his countrymen.
"At first they are enthusiastic, and then, lacking tenacity, they struggle to reach the end," he wrote. "We Argentines are like that: We think we have victory in hand, and then, in the second half, we risk losing. And it's not only in football that we lack tenacity, it's also in everyday life. Before we bring something to its conclusion, we indulge ourselves a little too much and perhaps don't achieve the result we hoped for. Fortunately, though, in the end we manage to get through."
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Israel faces crisis of its own making as chaos and hunger engulf Gaza
The crisis in northern Gaza, current and former officials say, stems from Israel's failure to develop a postwar strategy, or to plan for a prolonged military occupation.
By Shira Rubin, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-03-14

Palestinians transport bags of flour on the back of trucks as humanitarian aid arrives in Gaza City on March 6. (AFP/Getty Images)


TEL AVIV -- For three months, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu publicly celebrated the fall of Hamas in northern Gaza, brushing aside warnings that severe food scarcity and a widening power vacuum were creating a state of anarchy.
But after a recent aid convoy disaster in Gaza City, and amid reports of Palestinian children dying of malnutrition, Netanyahu faces an international reckoning -- under growing pressure from the United States to stave off a famine and restore order to the ravaged enclave. The crisis, current and former officials say, stems from Israel's failure to develop a workable postwar strategy, or to plan for the consequences of an open-ended military occupation.
Eran Etzion, former deputy chief of Israel's National Security Council, said the situation in northern Gaza highlights "the depths of the quagmire, the chaos and the inability to simply reinstate any kind of normalcy" after the conclusion of the most intensive stages of combat.
"Preventing famine is Israel's responsibility legally -- doing otherwise would be against the norms Israel is pretending to be upholding -- but also strategically, in order to avoid international pressure," Etzion added.
Pressure kept building Thursday, as Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) warned that Israel risked becoming an international "pariah" if Netanyahu remained in power. The striking speech from the highest-ranking Jewish official in the United States was the clearest sign yet of Washington's exasperation with the Israeli leader and his handling of the war in Gaza.
Yet the chaos in the north raises larger questions that Israel's government -- torn between a security establishment that is demanding an exit strategy and a coalition whose far-right members hope to occupy the Strip -- is not prepared to answer. In an interview with Politico on Sunday, Netanyahu again rejected the idea of handing over power to the Palestinian Authority, seen by Washington as the only viable alternative to Hamas.
When asked about the hunger crisis in northern Gaza, Netanyahu replied: "That's not the information we have. And we monitor it closely. More importantly, it's not our policy. Our policies are to put in as much humanitarian aid as we could."
Israel has been working to weaken UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, which has the most experience providing aid and other services in Gaza. The United States, among other international donors, withdrew funding from the agency in January after Israel accused more than a dozen of its employees of taking part in the Oct. 7 attacks. UNRWA dismissed the workers allegedly connected to Oct. 7 and is investigating the allegations.
More than 150 UNRWA facilities have been hit in the war, and at least 165 staffers have been killed, the agency says. An Israeli strike on a food distribution site in Rafah on Wednesday killed one employee and injured 22 others. Israel said it was targeting a Hamas commander responsible for diverting aid to the group; Hamas identified the man as the deputy head of police in the area.
National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said Thursday that the Biden administration was "very concerned" about Wednesday's strike in Rafah and wanted to see Israel conduct "a swift and thorough investigation as to exactly what happened."
With UNRWA effectively sidelined, the Israeli government is stalling, and searching for alternatives, as aid groups and allies warn that time is running out. Many of the 300,000 people remaining in the north skip at least one meal a day and are resorting to eating animal feed and scavenging for wild plants. At least 27 people, mostly children, have died of malnutrition or dehydration in recent weeks, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"If we do not exponentially increase the size of aid going into the northern areas, famine is imminent," Cindy McCain, head of the U.N. World Food Program, said in a statement Monday.
While the United States, Europe and Arab nations are now scrambling to increase assistance through airdrops and a new maritime corridor, the Israeli government "is not working to translate the army's significant tactical successes into something sustainable," said Israel Ziv, former head of the Israel Defense Forces' Operations Directorate.
The scale of the humanitarian crisis came into focus on Feb. 29, when thousands of hungry Gazans rushed a food convoy in the pre-dawn darkness. Israeli forces opened fire and more than 100 people were killed, according to Palestinian health officials. Israeli military spokesman Daniel Hagari said Israeli forces had only fired warning shots and that most of those killed had been trampled in a stampede. Palestinian doctors said the majority of the victims they cared for had bullet wounds. A group of U.N. experts called it a "massacre."
The sequence of events remained unclear, two senior Biden administration officials told The Washington Post, but they said Israel had created the conditions that led to the tragedy. Three  days later, in the administration's sharpest rebuke of Israel to date, Vice President Harris called for an "immediate cease-fire" and more aid into Gaza -- "no excuses," she said.
President Biden then announced the construction of a pier off the Gazan coast and the establishment of a maritime corridor for aid, which Israel would be responsible for securing.
"This was chaos of Israel's own making," said one of the administration officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations. "Ultimately, Israel is responsible for the mass hunger and lack of aid going in."
Netanyahu has remained defiant. In a speech Tuesday to the pro-Israel AIPAC lobby, he said the international community cannot "support Israel destroying Hamas, then oppose Israel when it takes the actions necessary to achieve that goal."
He also vowed to press ahead with a military operation in Rafah, in the south, where some 1.5 million displaced Gazans have sought refuge. The IDF said Wednesday that civilians would be evacuated to "humanitarian islands" in the center of the territory ahead of an invasion.
Netanyahu's government was not involved in the pier project, an Israeli official told The Post, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak with the press. But he said they welcomed the creation of the maritime aid corridor, which Israel has been lobbying for since the first weeks of the ground invasion.
Humanitarian groups and diplomats say deliveries by air and sea are no substitute for sustained, unhindered land access. An average of 500 trucks a day crossed into Gaza before the war; in five months of conflict, Israeli restrictions have kept the daily average well below the 200 that Israel had promised to facilitate. In mid-February, only a handful of trucks crossed on some days, in part because of Israeli attacks on aid convoys and the police forces -- the last vestiges of Hamas rule -- who protected them. As security collapsed in the north, aid deliveries all but ceased.
Israel has yet to find a new partner "on the ground in terms of delivering aid in a better way," the Israeli official said. "Down the road, the goal is for there to be someone ... who will now be able to maintain law and order surrounding the provision of [aid] and, further down the road, will bring Gaza onto a different trajectory."
Who will lead that effort -- and how Israel will find them -- remains unclear. And the government has set no concrete timeline for accomplishing the war's main goals: destroying Hamas and returning the more than 100 hostages still held in Gaza.
"As long as there's no 'day after' strategy, it creates a situation in which the IDF is starting to go in circles," said Gadi Shamni, a former commander of the IDF Gaza division.
For at least two months, Israel has been partnering with local businessmen to truck in aid to the north. The pilot program -- which was mostly kept under the radar until the deadly convoy incident -- provides some clues about Israel's postwar plans.
The initiative originally involved five Gazan business owners, each allotted 20 trucks per day, said one of the businessmen involved in last month's deadly convoy, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive situation. The businessman was contacted last month by COGAT, an arm of the Israeli Defense Ministry, and asked if he could deliver food to the north.
Despite fears of looting, the businessman said, he agreed to take the job, hoping the influx of goods would bring down spiraling prices on Gaza's black market. After the disaster on Feb. 29, he stopped organizing convoys: "Never look for law and order amid starvation," he said, though he noted that other Palestinian businessmen are still involved in the efforts.

People gather around a truck carrying humanitarian aid that was reportedly hit in an Israeli airstrike on the main coastal road in Deir al-Balah in central Gaza on March 3. Witnesses said the truck was hit by an Israeli airstrike, but the Israeli army did not offer an immediate comment. (AFP/Getty Images)


More than 150 aid trucks, mostly from the private sector, entered northern Gaza in the past two weeks, according to COGAT. Under new protocols implemented this month, "at the request of the U.S. government," the IDF said in a statement, trucks are inspected at Israel's southern Kerem Shalom border crossing, then accompanied by the IDF for some 30 miles on a road along the security fence. The trucks enter through a new crossing -- called "96," near Kibbutz Beeri -- and continue unaccompanied to northern Gaza.
Six WFP trucks passed through the corridor on Tuesday, Hagari told international journalists Wednesday.
"We need to find together, international organizations and other countries, to create an alternative for the north," he said. "We will flood Gaza with aid."
But getting trucks into the Strip is only the first in a string of compounding challenges.
"The goal is to have more and more containers, but the question keeps coming up of who will receive these containers, who will secure them, who will sort them, and Israel is again and again finding itself back at square one," said Michael Milshtein, former head of the Palestinian division of Israeli military intelligence.
The pilot program for aid distribution has drawn new attention to Netanyahu's hazily defined plan for postwar Gaza, released last month, which called for partnering with "local entities with managerial experience" -- widely interpreted as a reference to some of Gaza's most powerful families, or clans, who once held sway in different parts of the enclave and have clashed with Hamas in the past.
Hamas warned this week that any Palestinians who would work alongside Israel to provide security for aid convoys would be targeted as collaborators.
Israel's "attempt to communicate with the leaders and clans of some families to operate within the Gaza Strip is considered direct collaboration with the occupation and is a betrayal of the nation that we will not tolerate," the Hamas-affiliated website al-Majd said, quoting an anonymous military official.
And Hamas is not the only obstacle.
"You cannot find a family that can exert that kind of control," said an Israeli official familiar with postwar discussions, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive subject.
Israel has tried to partner with local clans several times -- most recently in the 1980s -- as alternatives to national movements like Fatah and the Palestinian Authority.
"It's been tried," said Ziv, the retired  Israeli general, adding that the plan risks "turning Gaza into Somalia, with each of the families fighting each other, getting armed, and Israel won't step in."
Without a more feasible long-term strategy, said Milshtein, the former Israeli intelligence official, the Israeli military could find itself occupying Gaza indefinitely -- which Washington has said is unacceptable.
"Israel is not working to find a partner with whom to work in Gaza, but instead is starting to make all kinds of arrangements with clans, with Palestinian businessmen ... waiting for some sort of magic to happen," he said. "The idea that any of it could work is an illusion."
Abutaleb reported from Washington. Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo, Hazem Balousha in Amman, Jordan, and Karen DeYoung in Washington contributed to this report.
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U.S.-Hungary relationship reaches new low, with public rebukes and snubs
U.S. Ambassador David Pressman, who was summoned by Hungary this week, delivered a blunt speech accusing Prime Minister Viktor Orban of acting to "undermine trust."
By Loveday Morris | 2024-03-14

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban arrives for the inauguration of Hungary's new president, Tamas Sulyok, on Sunday. (Attila Kisbenedek/AFP/Getty Images)


BUDAPEST -- It's a relationship that has become defined by snubs, sanctions and public rebukes. But in recent days, U.S.-Hungarian relations appear to have reached new levels of post-Cold War lows.
In a blunt speech Thursday, U.S. Ambassador David Pressman accused Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban of acting to "undermine trust."
"This is not a government that is responsive to dialogue, and demarches, and offers to work together to constructively address problems," Pressman said in an interview ahead of a speech marking the 25th anniversary of Hungary's accession to the NATO alliance. For that reason, the United States is committed to "unflinchingly" calling out Hungary, he said.
In the speech, Pressman criticized Budapest for cronyism, muzzling opposition voices and the takeover of independent media -- in effect expanding on an assertion by President Biden last week that Orban is "looking for dictatorship."
Hungarian officials had already taken strong offense to that comment, with Hungary's Foreign Ministry urgently summoning the U.S. ambassador on Tuesday.
Biden made the remark during a protocol-breaking trip to the United States by Orban last week. An avowed nationalist who has led Hungary since 2010, Orban did not receive an invitation from the White House or meet with any administration officials, but instead visited former president Donald Trump -- walking a red carpet, flanked by U.S. and Hungarian flags -- at Mar-a-Lago in Florida.

A photo distributed by the Hungarian prime minister's office shows Orban at former president Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago residence in Palm Beach, Fla., on Friday. (Zoltan Fischer/Hungarian Prime Minister's Office/AFP/Getty Images)


Afterward, Orban hailed Trump as a "president of peace," adding in a post on the X social media platform, "We need him back more than ever!"
Pressman said in his speech, "Prime Minister Orban, who on one hand baselessly claims the United States government is trying to overthrow his government, publicly calls for the political defeat of the President of the United States."
Orban has taken to referring to the current U.S. administration as the "Democratic administration," seeming to deny it full legitimacy. Hungarian officials have made clear that they see Biden as a lost cause and are pinning their hopes on a Trump win in November.
"We regard the Republicans as the real America," said Zoltan Kovacs, international spokesman for the Orban government. With the Democrats, he said, "you have this ideologically driven approach, represented not only by the central administration but also by the ambassador here, and constant pressuring to do things we are not going to do."
Hungary has taken an unforgiving approach to foreign policy, repeatedly dragging its feet on multilateral efforts to support Ukraine and sanction Russia. Orban delayed approval of Sweden's entry into NATO for nearly two years.
While isolating Hungary from many of its allies in the European Union and NATO, his railing against progressive globalists has won him fans among U.S. Republicans and inserted the Central European nation into U.S. domestic politics.
"He's punching way above his weight for a leader of country of 10 million people," said Kim Lane Scheppele, a professor at Princeton University who formerly worked at Hungary's constitutional court.
"He's getting attention; he's getting an increasing amount of power," she added. "He's gotten it by breaking all the rules on civility and politeness."
In a fawning interview with Tucker Carlson last summer, Orban said Trump's return was the only way to end the war in Ukraine and accused Washington of interfering in Hungary's electoral process.
Washington had tried to seek official clarification from Orban, Pressman said, describing the comments as "unrecognizable to the United States."
The letter has not received a reply.

U.S. Ambassador David Pressman before the voting of the ratification of Sweden's NATO membership in Budapest on Feb. 26. (Bernadett Szabo/Reuters)


Budapest is unapologetic.
"Why answer obviously politically motivated and ideologically biased pretensions and remarks and pressures?" Kovacs said. Late last month, a bipartisan congressional delegation visiting Hungary was also snubbed.
Hungary only responds to action, Pressman said, citing U.S. sanctions against the International Investment Bank in Budapest, dubbed the "spy bank" due to its links to Russian intelligence, which finally got it shut down.
The United States has also restricted access for Hungarians to its visa waiver program amid concerns that foreign nationals have fraudulently obtained its passports, saying Hungary has not responded to security concerns.
Budapest sees the political winds moving in its favor on both sides of the Atlantic. Polls show Europe lurching toward the right ahead of elections for the 27-member bloc's parliament this June.
"While Hungary tries to wait out those that it disagrees with, whether in the United States or in the European Union, the rest of the world is moving on," Pressman said.
Hungary's new president finally signed off on Sweden's NATO membership last week, removing one source of friction with the United States. But Hungarian officials are already rankling allies and throwing succession plans into disarray by saying they will block Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte from becoming NATO's next secretary general. Rutte has been one of the leading advocates of withholding E.U. funds from Hungary because of concerns about democratic backsliding.
"What Orban has learned is that in most of the exclusive clubs that he belongs to, like NATO and the E.U., a lot of things are done by unanimity," Scheppele said. "So Orban is now going to hold out and leverage whatever he can get."
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Chinese students, academics say they're facing extra scrutiny entering U.S.
Despite efforts to ease bilateral tensions, Chinese students say they're increasingly being questioned, detained and even deported at the American border. 
By Lily Kuo, Cate Cadell | 2024-03-14

(Illustration by Natalie Vineberg/The Washington Post; Obtained by The Washington Post; iStock)


Stay calm. Answer their questions but don't volunteer more than asked. Have a lawyer's number ready. Pack clothing from Western brands, and don't carry any emblems of the Chinese Communist Party.
These kinds of tips on how to make it through U.S. border control have filled online discussion forums as frustrated Chinese students describe being questioned, sometimes for hours, and having their belongings searched at U.S. airports while on their way to American universities.
Others recount the heartbreak and confusion of being turned away at the border, their visas canceled without a clear explanation.
Chinese scholars, officials and students say they are being unfairly targeted by U.S. border officials, adding to growing doubt and disillusionment among Chinese students -- a key source of tuition fees and talent for American universities -- about whether coming to the United States is even worth it.
"It used to be that it was an honor to study in the United States. For some parents, it had to be the U.S. or nothing, but that sentiment has weakened," said Leon Mei, a civil servant in Wuhan, China, whose 17-year-old son is applying to universities in the United States, but also in Britain and Australia.
The frictions are driving a deeper wedge between China and the United States at a time when they're trying to stabilize relations and tamp down tensions. During a November meeting in California, President Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping pledged to welcome more students into their countries. Given the long list of intractable issues, from Taiwan to trade sanctions, boosting student numbers should have been among the easiest to progress on.

A student reads at home in Beijing in 2020. During the pandemic, many Chinese students postponed long-held plans to study in the United States. (Wang Zhao/AFP/Getty Images)


This has not been the case.
Chinese nationals studying in the United States have been under extra scrutiny for the past four years, since a Trump-era rule barred students -- especially in science and tech fields -- with suspected military links.
That policy has continued under the Biden administration. Since the start of the year, Chinese officials have accused the administration of "groundlessly" interrogating and canceling the visas of Chinese students as they arrive at U.S. airports and denying them entry. China's public security minister, Wang Xiaohong, told Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas last month to stop "harassing and interrogating Chinese students for no reason."
Six Chinese students and two visiting scholars who spoke to The Washington Post described being questioned upon landing in the United States about their research, families and any possible connection to China's ruling Communist Party. Two of them, their visas canceled, were immediately repatriated. All but one were midway through their studies and had previously been allowed to enter with valid visas.
It is difficult to quantify the number of Chinese students who have been rejected at the border, with both Chinese and U.S. officials declining to provide detailed figures. But the State Department says the number of Chinese students detained and found inadmissible for entry at U.S. ports has remained stable in recent years -- representing fewer than 0.1 percent of those who arrive. The State Department and the Department of Homeland Security declined to provide figures on how that compared with other nationalities.
For decades, academic exchanges have been a way for people in the world's two biggest economies to get to know and understand one another better. Chinese students -- whose enrollment in U.S. schools nearly tripled between 2009 and 2019 -- have been a huge source of revenue for American universities, as well as talent in science, engineering and technology-related fields.
But the deteriorating bilateral environment -- and the turmoil of the coronavirus pandemic -- has seen numbers drop on both sides.
The number of Chinese students in the United States has fallen more than 20 percent from 370,000 in 2019, according to State Department figures.
At the same time, the number of American students in China sits below 1,000, down from more than 10,000 before the pandemic, but that has not stopped China's leaders from setting an ambitious goal of having 50,000 U.S. students in China within five years.
Part of that decline is due to Beijing's own crackdown on groups that traditionally support the exchanges -- including a 2016 law that brought foreign nongovernmental organizations working in China under the purview of Beijing's powerful state intelligence authority, the Ministry of State Security. A State Department official said fears of exit bans and wrongful detentions remain front of mind.
Both countries stand to lose from the drop in exchanges.
"No matter how the United States views China -- partner or enemy -- you need to understand the other side. If this trend continues five years or 10 years, you will lose a generation of China watchers," said Da Wei, director of the Center for International Security and Strategy at Tsinghua University and a visiting scholar at Stanford University, who was stopped for questioning recently on his way into the United States.
When Eric Xu, 26, finished his graduate degree in data mining and math in Texas last May, he took a vacation to Mexico. Upon his return, he was taken to a small dark room at the Dallas-Fort Worth airport for questioning about his studies.
When Xu mentioned his focus on machine learning, a branch of artificial intelligence, he felt the agent's tone shift. His computer and phone were taken and searched.
Xu, still on his student visa while waiting for an H1B work visa, was informed that his visa was canceled and he would not be reentering the United States. He was told he was being denied entry on the basis of PP10043, the Trump-era rule banning graduate students suspected of links to China's military-civil fusion program.
According to Xu, before studying in Dallas, he had attended a low-ranked private college in Nanjing with nominal links to one of China's "seven sons of national defense," a group of elite universities involved in military research. The college was a "diploma mill" that no one would put on the same level as the seven sons, he said. "I tried to explain that they're totally different, but they wouldn't listen," he said.
Another Chinese academic said he didn't even manage to get into the United States.
The man said he was on his way to start a postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard University but was held for more than five hours upon arrival at Boston Logan Airport.
"Sitting there and waiting, I felt like a lamb waiting to be slaughtered," he wrote on Xiaohongshu, China's answer to Instagram. He posted the questions that officers asked him before denying him entry for allegedly trying to avoid the presidential proclamation by getting a work visa instead of a student visa.
He spoke to The Post to confirm his account but declined to speak further out of concern for family still in China.
Harvard declined to comment, and Customs and Border Protection said it would not comment on individual decisions. But it said in a statement that "all international travelers attempting to enter the United States, including all U.S. citizens, are subject to examination." A senior State Department official added that a visa does not guarantee entry into the United States.
There is no way for students to restore a canceled visa aside from filing a motion to have the decision reviewed by Customs and Border Protection.
Some U.S. lawmakers defend the tough stance on Chinese students, accusing the Chinese Communist Party of weaponizing them as a conduit to take U.S. innovation back to China.
"This needs to stop. ... We are quite literally funding our own potential destruction," Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.), chairman of a House panel tasked with countering Beijing, said in a January op-ed. He called on U.S. universities to stop allowing Chinese students with links to People's Liberation Army-affiliated universities from conducting research in the United States -- a practice he said has empowered Beijing's military modernization.
These tales of visa and entry woes are adding to Chinese concerns about studying in the United States: Students and their families were already worrying about gun crime, anti-Chinese sentiment and the ability to stay on work visas after graduation.
"It's a lot of money, family money, to have at risk. ... It feels like gambling," said Min, a Maryland-based Chinese student halfway through a science-related graduate degree, who spoke on the condition that her surname be withheld out of concern for her visa status. She said discussions among other students center on fears that a potential Trump administration could mean a further ratcheting-up of restrictions on Chinese students.
Then there's the worry among Chinese students that spending too much time in the United States could jeopardize their chances of finding work back in China in state-run or other government-linked companies.
For many young Chinese, though, the draw of the United States remains strong. Ashley Chen, 23, a recent graduate of Beijing's prestigious Tsinghua University, is applying for doctoral programs in the United States. "It's about what's practical," she said, adding that she wants to go to the best place for political science.

Ashley Chen, 23, a recent graduate of Tsinghua University in Beijing, is applying for doctoral programs in the United States. (Jane Wu) (Photo by Jane Wu)


But the increasingly frequent tales of difficulties and uncertainties have some warning that the United States is losing its luster.
Just last month, Clyde Yicheng Wang, an assistant professor in politics and East Asian studies at Washington and Lee University, was questioned by Customs and Border Protection officers as he prepared to board a flight from Charlotte to London.
Were his parents CCP members? Did he know any party members? Wang was surprised. In China, 98 million people have joined the CCP, often for little more than a means of networking.
Wang said his experience at the airport felt more like being in China than a country that bills itself as a beacon of democracy.
"We talk about China being a surveillance state, and you arrive in the U.S. and the U.S. definitely appears to be a surveillance state," Wang said. "I can definitely see that becoming a moment of disillusion."
Lyric Li in Seoul and Vic Chiang in Taipei, Taiwan, contributed to this report.
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Why does Putin always win? What to know about Russia's pseudo election.
Vladimir Putin is guaranteed to win reelection in Russia. But for the Kremlin, high turnout and a landslide victory remain important. 
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-03-14

Russian President Vladimir Putin is seen in 2018 at his inauguration ceremony in Moscow. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


In a three-day election that leaves no room for doubt, Russian President Vladimir Putin is poised to win a fifth term on Sunday, allowing him to stay in power until 2030 -- and, should he run again, to 2036.
But many analysts believe the 71-year-old autocrat will rule this nation of 146 million people for life.
It was not supposed to be this way. Under Russia's constitution, Putin's term in power was supposed to end in 2008 -- but under a tricky bait-and-switch, he effectively ruled Russia as prime minister for four years, swapping places with Dmitry Medvedev. Putin returned as president in 2012, sparking massive protests that changed nothing.
In 2020, Putin engineered changes to the constitution in a nationwide vote marred by irregularities that allowed him at least two more six-year terms.
Putin has centralized power, invaded Georgia and Ukraine, and destroyed the Russian opposition. The two most charismatic opposition leaders are dead: Boris Nemtsov was gunned down near the Kremlin in 2015, and Alexei Navalny survived a state-ordered poisoning in 2020 but died in prison last month. His widow says he was killed on Putin's direct order. Other opposition figures are either in prison, silenced or have fled the country.
Having cleared the field, the Kremlin responds indignantly to suggestions that Russia's democracy is fake. Last week, Putin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Moscow would not tolerate such criticisms. "Our democracy is the best and we will continue to build it," he said.
Putin's regime has employed time-honored tricks to manipulate elections, such as orchestrated public clamor for the leader to stay -- like the staged event at the Kremlin on Dec. 8, when Artyom Zhoga, a Ukrainian separatist leader, begged Putin to run again.
Since replacing the retiring Boris Yeltsin 24 years ago, Putin has steadily destroyed democratic institutions, leaving the media, courts, a rubber-stamp parliament and a tame electoral commission under rigid state control. Dissent is crushed. Criticism of the war has been outlawed.
Kremlin-controlled media purvey a fire hose of propaganda to convince Russians that only Putin can guarantee stability. It portrays Russia's invasion of Ukraine as a do-or-die war by NATO against Russia that only Putin can win.
The election takes place over three days, leaving the gate wide open for tampering with ballot boxes. In 27 Russian regions and two in occupied Ukraine, voters can use a widely criticized, opaque online voting system, with no way to verify votes. Golos, an independent election watchdog, has been declared a foreign agent and its leader Grigory Melkonyants is in detention, facing trial.
The use of online voting in several regions during legislative elections in 2021 delivered wins to nine pro-Kremlin candidates who lost in paper balloting.
Government employees and workers in state-controlled enterprises provide a well of Kremlin support, many of them beneficiaries of a closed, corrupt system. To ensure loyalty, they are ordered to show their bosses cellphone photos proving that they voted for the Kremlin's candidates.

Putin meets potential voters during a visit to a greenhouse complex outside Stavropol, Russia, on March 5. (Mikhail Metzel/Sputnik/AP) 


For Putin, the purpose of the election is to gain a veneer of legitimacy, allowing him to claim massive support for Russia's war against Ukraine.
With Russian election workers and armed guards knocking on doors and demanding that people vote in occupied Ukraine, the election is also designed to cement Moscow's hold over areas that it claims, illegally, to have annexed in Crimea, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk and Luhansk.
The Russian media has reported that the presidential administration is determined to see a minimum 70 percent turnout and for Putin to win by at least 80 percent, surpassing his record of 76.7 percent in 2018. 
This year's election also marks an end to a more rational era, just five years ago in Russia, when even some pro-Kremlin analysts believed Putin would hand power to a successor.
Despite Putin's authoritarian controls, the Kremlin is sensitive to potential risks, mindful of the mass protests in Belarus against President Alexander Lukashenko in 2020, when he clung to power through a manipulated election.
Since 2020, the Kremlin has worked tirelessly to crush dissent, arresting thousands of opposition figures. 
Only three candidates -- from Kremlin-friendly parties co-opted to provide a veneer of legitimacy -- have been allowed to run. The regime uses them to divide and fragment any real opposition.
Nikolai Kharitonov, 75, of the Communist Party, is a colorless figure who ran against Putin in 2004 and gained 13 percent of the vote.
Hard-line nationalist Leonid Slutsky, 56, of the Liberal Democratic Party, has called for executing Ukrainian prisoners of war.
Vladislav Davankov, 40, of the New People Party, is a low-profile politician who supports the war and co-authored a law that barred transgender people from changing their gender in documents or receiving gender-affirming medical care.
In a post on social media, Yekaterinburg journalist Dmitry Kolezev, who fled Russia after the war, described the New People Party as a "fake party" planted by the Kremlin.
A February poll by the Levada Center, an independent polling agency, asked Russians to name the politician they trusted: 52 percent named Putin; 3 percent named Slutsky; and Kharitonov and Davankov were each named by 1 percent.
Two antiwar candidates, Yekaterina Duntsova and Boris Nadezhdin, were barred from running after the Central Election Commission found fault with signatures they needed to win a place on the ballot. In 2006, the commission removed the option of voting against all candidates, removing a risk of protest votes.
A poll by the pro-Kremlin, state-owned polling agency VCIOM predicted this week that Putin would win 82 percent of the vote.

Gennady Zyuganov, right, the head of Russia's Communist Party, and Nikolai Kharitonov, center, the party's presidential candidate, attend a wreath-laying ceremony at Stalin's tomb in Moscow on March 5. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Putin's main rival, Alexei Navalny, who loomed large in Russian presidential elections, was barred from running against Putin in 2018 and jailed in 2021. He died at the age of 47 in the so-called Polar Wolf prison colony in the Yamalo-Nenets region of northern Russia. Authorities said he died of natural causes and the Kremlin has dismissed allegations that Navalny was killed.
His last political act from prison was a call for supporters to join a subtle protest known as "Noon Against Putin," by arriving en masse at ballot stations at noon Sunday, the last day of voting, to show their rejection of Putin.
"That could be a strong demonstration of national sentiment," a Feb. 1 post on Navalny's social media accounts said. He wrote that there was no way for authorities to stop a protest visible to all.
"Well, what can they do? Will they close the polling stations at noon? Will they organize an action in support of Putin at 10 a.m.? Will they register everyone who came at noon and put them on the list of unreliable people?" he said.
Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta Europe called the protest "Navalny's political testament."
In an utterly predictable election, the one risk to the Kremlin is that voters snub a vote that everyone knows is not in doubt.
Advertisements of unclear authorship popping up on Russian social media use comedy to urge Russians to vote, even though they know Putin will win.
In one ad, clean-cut men dance at a stag party, but instead of a scantily clad woman jumping out of a giant cake, a figure in a plump bee costume emerges. No one voted in a poll beforehand in the stag party group chat, the ad explains, so the organizer made his own choice.
In another ad, a pregnant woman preparing dinner questions her husband about his chores and whether he voted.
"Sunshine, what difference does it make? Will he not get elected without us?" her husband asks. The music turns menacing and she grows furious, warning that they will lose their social payments and throwing him out of the apartment.
Still, the risk of low turnout is quite low. Russia's governors and bosses of state enterprises are tasked with ensuring high participation and cannot afford to fail.
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Putinism allows no rivals. What about an heir?
Rumors about Putin's health reflect a fact: Unless something significant changes in Russia, Putin will die in office.
By Adam Taylor | 2024-03-14
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

A billboard shows Russian President Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg on Wednesday. (Anatoly Maltsev/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Vladimir Putin has led Russia for almost a quarter-century. If he wins reelection for his fifth term as president Sunday, as is virtually certain, he will be eligible for another six years -- during which his time in the Kremlin would become longer than Joseph Stalin's Soviet leadership -- and after that, another six-year term.
Putin, who is 72, will be well in his 80s if he serves out both terms. And there's no reason to suspect he would step down at that point. The working assumption among most Russian watchers is that Putin will be ruler for life. This longevity may be both an asset and a weakness.
Putin, a former KGB spy, was just 46 when he was flung to the top level of politics in 1999, plucked from relative obscurity by an ailing Boris Yeltsin to serve as Russian prime minister and soon became acting president.
One reason he has survived so well is because his style of leadership allows no rivals. Alexei Navalny, Russia's strongest and most charismatic opposition figure in years, died in an Arctic penal colony last month, having already survived a poisoning in 2020. Other potential rivals have been killed, like Boris Nemtsov, shot dead on a Moscow street in 2015.
It isn't just liberals who face threats like this, either: Wagner chief Yevgeniy Prigozhin, an outspoken mercenary leader and former ally of Putin, died in flames two months after a short-lived military uprising last year.
Even his nominal rivals in this weekend's election are, at best, state-sanctioned nobodies. The only two antiwar candidates, Yekaterina Duntsova and Boris Nadezhdin, were kept from the ballot on technicalities.
Putin's long past, and likely future, in power significantly helps him in foreign affairs. When dealing with a country like the United States, where partisan shifts tend to happen every four or eight years, he can grit his teeth and wait for a friendlier leader. He doesn't have the domestic pressures of his most prominent foreign foe, Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky, who has to stay popular to maintain his position.
But what comes after Putin? If Putinism allows no rivals, there is little space for heirs, too. In an essay published in Foreign Affairs this week, Russia watchers Michael Kimmage and Maria Lipman considered whether Putin's very strength could serve to be a weakness for the regime he has created.
"Forever Putinism has its vulnerabilities. Any regime that promises to live forever cannot let itself be perceived as failing," they wrote. "Putin's presentation of himself as an omnipotent savior -- the only one who can steer Russia's destiny -- thus presents a long-term risk for the regime."
Putin's best-known disciple is Dmitry Medvedev, now deputy chairman of the Security Council of Russia. Medvedev served as president of Russia between 2008 and 2012, while Putin served as prime minister -- the "tandem" style of leadership designed to help Putin escape term limits. (He changed the law in 2021 so that he didn't need to ride the tandem again.)
Medvedev was once seen as a potential reformer with a softer touch than Putin. Now he is best known for aggressive nationalism and mocking statements about Ukraine and the West. The unhinged nature of some of the messages often shocks, though some analysts say he plays a carefully designed role as the Kremlin's "court clown" who can be used to make Putin look more moderate.
Since Medvedev's initial rise, Putin has not publicly sought out a junior partner, leaving open the question of who he views as a replacement. Some of the obvious candidates, including Medvedev and Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin, seem to be long shots.
Military leaders like Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu are well known, but their lack of popular support was laid bare during Prigozhin's Wagner rebellion. Pro-government politicians who have built up fanbases have to walk a tight line. Moscow's popular mayor, Sergei Sobyanin, was the nominee for Putin's United Russia party in his reelection campaign last year, despite running as an independent before -- a move interpreted by critics as designed to stunt his political growth in a city where the ruling party is less popular.
Nikolai Patrushev, Russia's Security Council secretary, is considered highly powerful -- but he largely stayed behind the scenes until the invasion of Ukraine, when his embrace of hawkish rhetoric made him a prominent voice. The governor of Russia's Tula region, Alexei Dyumin, is also not well known in the West, but his background as a former personal bodyguard to Putin who was promoted to high military levels has led to speculation that he could be a favored candidate.
Though other strongman leaders often try to keep it in the family, it is unclear if Putin would follow them. Officially, the Russian president has two daughters. However, he speaks little about them. Though the pair are now referenced in Russian media -- both are academics, one focuses on mathematics and the other on genetics -- they are not publicly linked to him, offering no sign that either is being groomed for future leadership.
With no real rivals and no clear heir, much of the speculation about Russia's future instead focuses on Putin's health. Last year, a rumor that claimed Putin had a heart attack spread from a popular Telegram account to major international news outlets, despite a clear lack of proof.
Even if only rumors, such stories reflect a basic fact: Unless something significant changes in Russia, Putin will die in office. As Robert Person, a Russia expert at the U.S. Military Academy, wrote this week, Putin could not "walk away from power and enjoy a quiet retirement even if he wanted to."
Putin's ability to play the long game has aided him in some of his defining foreign policy acts. While his initial invasion of Ukraine failed, Russia has been able to claw back small gains on the land through sheer persistence as a bloody stalemate fighting wore down Kyiv and its allies. The Russian economy has largely stabilized after the initial shock of Western sanctions.
Many predict that when Putin finally leaves office, there will be a bitter and chaotic power struggle. "The days, months and years after Putin's departure may be even more turbulent than anyone expects," Person wrote. But just because there is a power struggle, that doesn't mean that the system will ultimately change.
In Foreign Affairs, Kimmage and Lipman theorize that whoever takes over from Putin will ultimately inherit the state he created, with its powerful security services and military. If they are a product of this system, would they really want to change it?
"They would not want to see internal strife imperil Russia's geopolitical position, and they would not want to give up the ideological constructs Putin has assembled," Kimmage and Lipman wrote. "Putin has done enough to ensure that whoever follows him is likely to be his heir." As Putin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in November, Putin's eventual successor may not change Russia that much.
They will be "the same," Peskov told Russian television. "Or different, but the same."
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Congressman helps airlift author Mitch Albom, 9 others out of Haiti
Rep. Cory Mills (R-Fla.) led a helicopter rescue operation that evacuated 10 people, including the author of "Tuesdays with Morrie," who runs an orphanage there.
By Kyle Melnick, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-03-14

A protester burns tires in Port-au-Prince on Tuesday after Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry announced his resignation. (Clarens Siffroy/AFP/Getty Images)


Author Mitch Albom, who runs an orphanage in Haiti, said he was among 10 people rescued from the violence-ridden nation early Tuesday morning by a U.S. congressman who has led similar evacuation missions in Afghanistan and Israel.
Albom, who wrote "Tuesdays with Morrie" and "The Five People You Meet in Heaven," said in a statement on Tuesday that he, his wife and eight others volunteering for Have Faith Haiti had been sheltering in place before Rep. Cory Mills (R-Fla.) orchestrated a rescue mission, working in tandem with Rep. Lisa C. McClain (R-Mich.).
The evacuation of the eight Americans, one Canadian and one French volunteer comes as Haiti is teetering on the brink of collapse. Its prime minister said Monday that he would resign, and flights have been suspended into the capital after armed gangs attacked an international airport.
McClain told The Washington Post she found out about the stranded group from a constituent who called her Saturday. She soon asked Mills for help.
The initial plan, she said, was to evacuate the group early Monday morning once Mills obtained a helicopter and found a pilot to fly it. But a maintenance problem in that helicopter led them to delay the evacuation by a day and required Mills to find a second one, McClain said.
Gangs had burned down the police station near an airport on March 4 and later looted Port-au-Prince's main shipping port, suspending operations at both and making it difficult to reach the Haitian capital.
That made landing the helicopter complicated, McClain said. She said she was in frequent contact with Albom, who helped find the best landing spot through his local connections. She declined to go into more detail, saying she didn't want to endanger anyone still in Haiti, including additional Americans who could need rescuing.
It was not immediately clear how Mills, who appeared to take part in the rescue mission, found two helicopters and a team to fly on such short notice.
"He runs with a different crowd than you and I," McClain said, pointing to the congressman's nearly decade-long military service, which included deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan.
Mills did not respond to questions about how he orchestrated the helicopter trip. In earlier rescue efforts, he has said he worked with two nonprofits, Mercury One and the Tzedek Association, to facilitate the missions. Both organizations did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
In a Fox News interview Wednesday, Mills did not provide further explanation but instead criticized the Biden administration for not rescuing the group itself.
Albom said in a statement posted on social media that he and his wife had been staying inside since a state of emergency was declared earlier this month after gangs spearheaded a mass prison break and demanded Prime Minister Ariel Henry resign. As Henry announced his resignation on Monday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said at a meeting in Jamaica that the United States would contribute $33 million in humanitarian aid and $300 million to the Multinational Security Support Mission, which sends personnel, equipment, and financial and logistical resources to Haiti from various countries.
Albom, who lives in McClain's district, said Tuesday that he was back on American soil but that many other volunteers remained trapped in Haiti.
"We were luckier than a lot of others," Albom's statement said. "Please don't forget about them."
On his radio show Wednesday, Albom recounted that he had tried to find a helicopter on his own, but it wasn't until he spoke with a Detroit radio station last week that his friends in Michigan learned about his situation. Albom said his friends contacted McClain, who had not met Albom but called him to arrange the mission.
"We knew, quite frankly, that we weren't going to get out if we were waiting for the government to help us," Albom said.
McClain described the mission during a House Armed Services Committee hearing on Tuesday, including how she had asked Mills to help rescue multiple Americans in Port-au-Prince after learning about Albom's situation.
Mills, who works with humanitarian organizations, provided Fox News with footage that he said was the helicopter rescue. The Army veteran told Florida Politics in 2021 that he rescued four Americans from Afghanistan after Kabul fell to the Taliban, and his office said that Mills helped rescue 255 Americans from Israel after Hamas's Oct. 7 attack.
"If Americans are abroad and in trouble, I will continue to come to their aid," Mills wrote in a social media post Wednesday with a video of the Fox interview.
At the hearing, McClain questioned defense leaders about what was being done to help Americans trapped in Haiti before criticizing the Biden administration.
Since July 2023, the State Department has advised most Americans to avoid traveling to Haiti. A spokesperson for the department declined to say whether the agency communicated with McClain this week but said there is "no higher priority than the safety and security of U.S. citizens overseas."
"We are always relieved to learn that U.S. citizens are safe," the statement said. "That said, the security situation in Haiti is very uncertain and initiatives like this are risky and can put people in harm's way."
On Wednesday, the United States sent a specialized Marine unit to secure the U.S. Embassy in Haiti.
In the interview with The Post, McClain said her office has received about a dozen calls since the Tuesday evacuation asking for similar rescue missions of more Americans trapped in Haiti.
Albom wrote on social media that leaving the children at the orphanage, which he has run since 2010, "was horribly difficult," adding that he will return "the moment it is possible."
Laura Wagner contributed to this report.
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Israel acknowledges strike on U.N. facility, says it targeted Hamas commander
The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said a distribution center was struck, even though the coordinates of the center had previously been shared with Israel.
By Kareem Fahim, John Hudson, Lior Soroka | 2024-03-14

Displaced Palestinians wait to receive U.N. Relief and Works Agency aid in Rafah on March 7. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said in a statement Wednesday that at least one of its staff members was killed and 22 were injured when Israeli forces struck one of its food distribution centers in southern Gaza. The Israeli military acknowledged the strike, saying it had targeted a Hamas commander.
The Israel Defense Forces said in a statement that it killed Muhammad Abu Hasna in the strike on the building in Rafah, describing him as "involved in taking control of humanitarian aid and distributing it to Hamas terrorists."
Hamas on Wednesday confirmed the death of Abu Hasna, whom Hamas said was the deputy head of police operations in Rafah.

The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said on March 13 that Israeli forces struck one of its food-distribution centers in southern Gaza.


The U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) said the distribution center near the Egyptian border was hit even though the coordinates of the center had been shared with Israel and other parties to the conflict. UNRWA did not provide additional details on the nature of the attack or identify the staff member who was killed. Local human rights organizations reported that the strike killed five people. The Washington Post could not immediately confirm a higher death toll.
The attacks on police and a U.N. aid facility occurred during a massive hunger crisis in Gaza that relief agencies say has been caused in large part by Israel's obstruction of relief supplies to the enclave. Israel has previously carried out strikes on police, including those responsible for protecting aid convoys, prompting the remaining officers to withdraw and leaving the trucks and supplies exposed to looting by criminal gangs and desperate civilians.

A Palestinian woman waits to receive aid at the center that was hit by an Israeli strike on Wednesday. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


In recent weeks, as aid deliveries collapsed, at least 27 people have died of malnutrition and dehydration at hospitals in northern Gaza, where the needs are particularly acute, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. More than 31,272 people have been killed in Gaza since the war began, said the Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.
Israel has denied limiting aid deliveries to Gaza, instead blaming the bottlenecks on humanitarian groups it says are unable to distribute the relief at a fast-enough pace. Aid agencies say a limited amount of entry points, an onerous Israeli inspection process and Israeli attacks on aid convoys and the local police that guard them have severely hampered relief efforts.
"Today's attack on one of the very few remaining UNRWA distribution centers in the Gaza Strip comes as food supplies are running out, hunger is widespread and, in some areas, turning into famine," Philippe Lazzarini, the UNRWA commissioner general, said in a statement Wednesday.
"Every day, we share the coordinates of all our facilities across the Gaza Strip with parties to the conflict," he said. "The Israeli Army received the coordinates including of this facility yesterday."

Bloodstains cover the floor and boxes of supplies at the UNRWA aid center after the strike Wednesday. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


In a post on X, Martin Griffiths, the U.N. humanitarian chief, called the attack "devastating news for our colleagues in #Gaza who have borne so much loss already, and for the families they were trying to help."
"How are we to maintain aid operations when our teams and supplies are constantly under threat?" he wrote. "They must be protected. This war has to stop."
Other countries, including Jordan, Egypt and the United States, have responded to the crisis by dropping food and other supplies by air and pledging to open a maritime aid corridor. The U.S. military conducted its ninth airdrop of humanitarian assistance into northern Gaza on Wednesday, Central Command said in a statement. U.S. aircraft dropped more than 35,000 ready-to-eat meals and over 28,000 bottles of water, the statement said.
But diplomats and humanitarian officials have warned that the airdrops and sea deliveries are not enough to meet Gaza's massive needs.
"We need to act. The very survival of the population in Gaza is at stake," the European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, said Wednesday ahead of a meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Washington.
He said opening air and sea access for aid was "good" but "not enough."
"You cannot replace hundreds of trucks by sending parachutes," he said. "The most important thing is to open the borders by land."
Commenting on Wednesday's UNRWA strike, Blinken said Israel has "a responsibility and an obligation to do everything possible to ensure that the humanitarians can do their jobs."
"And among other things, that means making sure that if there's a humanitarian facility that's clearly identified, it's not struck," he said.
Fahim reported from Beirut, Hudson from Washington and Soroka from Tel Aviv.
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Aid en route to Gaza; Israel kills Hamas militant in Lebanon
Humanitarian groups and governments are trying to get food, medicine and other supplies into Gaza, particularly the north, which aid groups say is at risk of famine.
By Andrew Jeong, Maham Javaid, Bryan Pietsch, Mikhail Klimentov, Amanda Ferguson, Marisa Bellack, Kareem Fahim, Adam Taylor, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Victoria Bisset, Leo Sands, Miriam Berger | 2024-03-14
Humanitarian groups and several governments are stepping up efforts by air, land and sea to ease the suffering in aid-starved Gaza. Aid organizations say the spiraling humanitarian disaster is particularly bad in the north, where some 300,000 people live on the brink of famine. In southern Lebanon, an Israeli strike Wednesday killed a Hamas militant on the outskirts of Tyre.
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Lawmakers begin efforts to move around Johnson, force vote on Ukraine aid
Over a month after the Senate approved a $95.3 billion national security package, the House remains indecisive about how -- and whether -- to aid allies at war.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-03-14

A supporter of Ukraine demonstrates outside the U.S. Capitol on March 7. (Gabriella Demczuk for The Washington Post)


Pressure is mounting for Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) to address aiding foreign allies as House Democrats and Republicans tee up opposing measures that would supersede House GOP leadership and trigger votes on bills funding Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and the U.S. border.
Democrats and a separate bipartisan group of lawmakers on Tuesday began gathering signatures for competing discharge petitions, a mechanism that moves legislation out of committees and forces a House floor vote without support from leadership if it has the backing of 218 lawmakers.
The Democratic measure, led by Rep. Jim McGovern (Mass.), had amassed nearly 180 signatures from the caucus as of Wednesday evening and would advance a national security package the Senate overwhelmingly approved over a month ago that allots $95.3 billion to assist foreign democracies. Democratic leaders believe that the large number of signatures compiled in less than 24 hours shows that Democrats would provide significant votes for Ukraine funding if Johnson were to put it on the floor.
The launch of McGovern's effort motivated a bipartisan group of House members -- Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Don Bacon (R-Neb.), Jared Golden (D-Maine) and Ed Case (D-Hawaii) -- to formally introduce their own petition Tuesday. The bipartisan petition extends funding for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan for one year. But unlike the Democratic petition, it also extends Trump-era border security measures used to mitigate the flow of migrants at the U.S. southern border, which are critical to earning House Republicans' support. Though fewer than 15 lawmakers had signed on to the bipartisan measure as of Wednesday afternoon, the group continues to negotiate with party leaders and colleagues as it works to finalize legislative text with policies a majority of both parties could accept.
The competing efforts have sprung from a clash within the Republican majority, in which defense hawks are eager to signal support for U.S. allies abroad while the growing isolationist faction of the party is pushing former president Donald Trump's "America First" ideology, which calls for moving away from longtime foreign partnerships and treaties such as NATO, and seeking to focus on the U.S. border. The standoff has put Johnson in a bind over how to piece together a plan that a majority of the House can support but that also doesn't lead to a revolt by hard-liners closely watching his leadership.
"There's no trading our border security for another country's border security or foreign wars. That's just a nonstarter with the American people," said Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.). "I've expressed to the speaker and his office that he'll find himself very unpopular if he does that."
House Republicans have for months been unable to reach consensus within their ranks on national security legislation that can also pass a Democratic-led Senate with Republicans who agree on the urgency of funding Ukraine. House GOP leaders have had to suspend rules requiring a simple-majority threshold to pass bills, instead requiring support from Democrats to reach a two-thirds majority.
Unlike several other government funding bills, the national security supplemental is less likely to receive united Democratic backing. Demands to help Israel in its war against Hamas have roiled relationships within the caucus, and many Democrats want to guarantee the inclusion of sufficient humanitarian relief for Palestinians in Gaza. Those divisions also threaten the Democratic-led discharge petition.
Multiple GOP lawmakers and aides -- who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing private conversations -- said that Johnson has not made a decision on how to tackle supplemental funding and that multiple options remain on the table. Johnson and his leadership team have publicly promised to address the supplemental funding, but not until Congress gets past another government funding deadline March 22.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) arrives for President Biden's State of the Union address at the U.S. Capitol on March 7. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


House Majority Whip Tom Emmer (R-Minn.) said in an interview that one option could be to split up the Senate-passed bill and hold individual votes on each significant portion, a process hard-right lawmakers have often demanded. But that would mean "every single dollar in that bill will have to be scrutinized before it can move forward," he said. Emmer stressed that he personally supports aid for Ukraine but that the decision on how to move forward is Johnson's.
Members of the House Freedom Caucus are viewing how Johnson deals with supplemental funding as an indication of whether he is willing to fight for key ideological priorities of the MAGA base. If either discharge petition ends up getting 218 signatures, Johnson could use several mechanisms to kill it before a final vote is held.
"The speaker said for a long time after becoming speaker that the border was the hill we would die on. And yet I don't see us fighting for the border," said Freedom Caucus Chair Bob Good (R-Va.).
But Democrats, and several Republicans eager to aid Ukraine, said the myriad urgent situations abroad negate the need for deliberative debate within a conference that cannot reach consensus. Critics say that fractiousness contributes to Johnson's delay in making a decision.
Oddly helping the case of both groups of petitioners is the reluctance of hard-right lawmakers to say whether Johnson would be ousted from the speakership if a discharge petition were successful. Good said he "never expected a speaker to control other members," while Greene was skeptical the MAGA base would go after Johnson if he couldn't control a discharge petition.
"Those are the rules of the House," she said.
Fitzpatrick, who alongside Bacon approached Golden and Case to find a bipartisan solution, said crafting legislation that appeals to a simple majority of 218 bipartisan lawmakers requires patience and persistence, but "not too much patience because Ukraine has weeks, not months, to maintain its fight against Russia."
Those supporting the bipartisan route echo a reality within the House Republican Conference: The Senate bill is simply "DOA" -- dead on arrival, as Bacon put it -- and, by extension, so is the Democratic petition, because it does not include border security funding. (A bipartisan Senate border security proposal was negotiated to be included in the national security package but was almost immediately scrapped after Trump and congressional Republicans squashed the deal that House Republicans had initially demanded.)
Many defense and national security hawks are interested in signing the bipartisan petition but are waiting to see whether Johnson ultimately proposes a path forward before doing so. Bacon, who met with Johnson alongside Fitzpatrick on Friday, said he asked the speaker whether the duo should shut down their effort if it impeded his course of action. While Johnson did not discourage it outright, Bacon said, "I don't think he encouraged me, either."
Still, Johnson has been publicly discouraging Republicans from signing on to the petition, saying he is "very much opposed."

Rep. Don Bacon (R-Neb.) speaks after a House Republican Conference meeting on Oct. 16. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Johnson's lack of clarity on a path forward was criticized Tuesday by Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who told the speaker in a meeting that his indecision is consequential for Ukraine, the United States and all Western countries.
"Mr. Johnson must be aware ... that on his individual decision depends the fate of millions of people," Tusk told reporters in Polish.
House Democratic leaders have been echoing those calls in urging Johnson to put the Senate-approved package on the House floor for a vote. But House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) on Tuesday ramped up the pressure by urging his caucus to sign on to McGovern's effort before leaving Washington on Wednesday, according to people familiar with the conversation. Jeffries also emphasized that Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) supports Johnson's moving the Senate bill unilaterally.
If House Democrats can get all members in the conference to sign on to McGovern's petition, they would need only five Republican signatures to trigger a floor vote. But House Republicans across the ideological spectrum said scores of them would be extremely hesitant to support a Democratic-led effort. Democratic leaders are aware of that but are eyeing retiring Republicans and lawmakers who survived far-right primary challengers, hoping to persuade them to lend their signatures, according to two people familiar with the plan.
It is also unlikely that all Democrats would sign on to McGovern's petition, with a growing swath of liberals uncomfortable with sending billions of dollars in lethal aid to Israel, as the Israeli government continues to buck pleas for restraint from the Biden administration in a five-month-old Gaza war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinian civilians. Roughly 40 Democrats had yet to sign the petition as of Wednesday morning. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), a member of the liberal "Squad," said she was unlikely to sign the petition because of the $14.1 billion for Israel and because it blocks funding for the U.N. relief agency that distributes the bulk of humanitarian assistance inside Gaza. Israel has accused the agency of having ties to Hamas and its Oct. 7 terrorist attack.
However, the specifics of the Democratic discharge petition would allow the attached legislation to be altered into a more palatable version that is still being negotiated. The new proposal could still include funding for Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and border security measures for one year while also incorporating humanitarian aid for Gaza to appease Democrats and more funding for Immigration and Customs Enforcement to help secure more Republican votes.
Some Democrats are also concerned about provisions that could allow Department of Homeland Security agents to make decisions on whether to force most asylum seekers to wait in Mexico for U.S. court hearings and immediately deport undocumented migrants if the border is overwhelmed. Negotiators are also looking to add a lend-lease provision to appease the more conservative flank of Republicans, who are eager to have supplies sent to foreign countries returned after the war ends and hold them accountable for paying back any debt incurred.
Several committee chairs approached lawmakers last week about other tweaks to consider, such as a provision to give the president the power to redirect seized Russian assets to Ukraine to use for reconstruction, according to multiple people familiar with the effort. Conversations continue with lawmakers on the House Appropriations, Armed Services and Foreign Affairs committees, the people said, who pointed to their cooperation as a signal that the bipartisan effort remains alive.
But the Senate closed ranks Tuesday in a bipartisan rejection of the Fitzpatrick-Golden effort, or any other House-created Ukraine aid legislation, with both Senate leaders saying the House should instead move on the measure that passed the Senate with 70 votes last month.
"The only way to get relief to the Ukrainians and the Israelis quickly is for the House to figure out how to pass the Senate bill," McConnell told reporters, pointing out that it could take "weeks" in the Senate if the House were to send back different legislation. "We don't have time for all of this."
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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U.S. sends crisis-response Marines to Haiti to protect embassy
The Caribbean nation of more than 11 million people is again struggling with violence and political instability.
By Matthew Brown, Alex Horton | 2024-03-13

U.S. Marines watch from the roof of the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince in 2004 as Haitians demonstrate in support of then-President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


The United States has sent a specialized Marine unit to help secure the U.S. Embassy in Haiti as the country struggles through a political transition amid rising gang violence, authorities said Wednesday.
Haiti, the Caribbean Community and the United States are setting up a committee of Haitian leaders to take over for embattled Prime Minister Ariel Henry and lead the beleaguered nation to new elections. Henry, under pressure to resign from the United States, the Caribbean Community, the gangs and ordinary Haitians, said Monday that he will step down once a transitional presidential council is in place and has chosen an interim leader to replace him.
U.S. Southern Command, which coordinates U.S. military activity in the region, said Wednesday that it had deployed a Marine Fleet-Anti-terrorism Security Team, or FAST, "to maintain strong security capabilities" at the embassy in Port-au-Prince and "conduct relief in place for our current Marines" at the request of the State Department.
Dozens of FAST Marines based in Yorktown, Va., took part in the embassy deployment, a U.S. defense official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive and ongoing mission.
Marines provide security at diplomatic missions worldwide, but the arrival of the specialized FAST Marines underscores the deteriorating situation within Haiti. FAST platoons are on constant standby to respond to crises, with a mission to deploy within 24 hours to secure sensitive sites and defend U.S. personnel at risk.
FAST units are well situated to reinforce or evacuate embassies because they are familiar with embassy structures and already integrate with the State Department, according to Marine Corps service documents.
They also provide security for strategic weapons and rapid response to other units already deployed, including anti-terrorism operations, according to the Marine Corps.
Haiti, which has struggled for decades with corruption, poverty and violence, has descended into chaos since the still-unsolved 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise. Armed gangs control more than 80 percent of Port-au-Prince, U.N. officials have estimated, and gang members kidnap, rape and kill with impunity.
This month, gangs attacked two prisons, freeing thousands of criminals, and assaulted the international airport, the main seaport and at least a dozen police stations. Bodies have accumulated in the streets of the capital with no government workers to take them away.
The Haitian presidency remains vacant, and the last lawmakers' terms expired in January 2023. That has left Henry, who was appointed by Moise days before his assassination, to run the government. The 74-year-old neurosurgeon has drawn criticism for failing to control the violence or hold new elections.
The prime minister was in Nairobi to rally support for a U.N.-approved, Kenya-led security force for Haiti when the violence recently intensified. He has been unable to return. He was last seen in Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory in the Caribbean.
The Biden administration spent nearly a year searching for a country to lead the Multinational Security Support mission to Haiti, and wrote the U.N. Security Council resolution that authorized it. The United States will provide logistics, intelligence, airlift and medical support, and $300 million in funding, officials say, but won't join in street patrols.
The State Department is vetting the Kenyan police units to be deployed to make sure they have not been involved in human rights violations.
"This week, the Department of Defense doubled our funding for the Multinational Security Support (MSS) mission, and we are working with Haitian, Kenyan, and other partners to expedite its deployment to support the Haitian National Police and to restore security in Haiti," Southern Command said. "The Department of Defense is postured to provide enabling support for the MSS, including planning assistance, information sharing, airlift, and medical support."
The FAST deployment Tuesday evening was the second U.S. mobilization in a week for the embassy in Haiti. On Sunday, planners and logistical personnel were dispatched, a second U.S. defense official said. That operation was to "allow our Embassy mission operations to continue, and enable non-essential personnel to depart," Southern Command said.
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Ukraine launches new wave of strikes against Russia's oil facilities 
Facing losses on the battlefield from dwindling supplies, Ukraine is emphasizing strikes deep in Russian territory against oil infrastructure.
By David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov, Natalia Abbakumova | 2024-03-13

Smoke billows after a Ukrainian SBU drone hit a refinery in the Ryazan region of Russia, in a screenshot from video taken Wednesday. (Reuters) 


KYIV -- Ukraine and Russia traded attacks on each other's territory Wednesday, including a second day of drone attacks against Russian oil facilities, which President Vladimir Putin called an attempt to disrupt presidential elections set for this weekend.
One of the Ukrainian drones struck an oil refinery in the Ryazan region, about 100 miles southeast of Moscow, causing a fire that was extinguished after a few hours, local governor Pavel Malkov said. A Ukrainian official with knowledge of intelligence operations, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, confirmed that the refinery was the target.
"We are systematically implementing a meticulously calculated strategy to reduce the economic potential of the Russian Federation," the official said. "Our task is to deprive the enemy of resources and diminish the flow of oil money and fuel that Russia directly channels into war and the killing of our citizens."
Russia's Defense Ministry, however, maintained that it had shot down all 65 of the drones launched at six Russian regions overnight.
It was the second attack on Russian territory in two days, after Ukrainian forces launched drones Tuesday against nine Russian cities and towns -- some far inside the country -- including the oil facilities at Nizhny Novgorod, which caught fire.
The two days of attacks represent Kyiv's most wide-ranging assault on Russian infrastructure since the war started, sending a message of Ukrainian resilience ahead of Russia's elections, which are taking place from Friday to Sunday.
They also indicate Kyiv's increased emphasis on striking deep into Russia proper, as Ukrainian forces struggle with shortages of shells and soldiers on the front line and Russian forces are escalating their offensive.
Last week, a Ukrainian drone hit an oil depot in the Belgorod region, and since the beginning of the year, Ukraine has attacked more than a dozen oil and gas facilities -- including refineries, oil depots and gas terminals -- in seven regions.
On Wednesday, Ukraine's biggest attack was on the Voronezh region in southwestern Russia, where 35 drones were intercepted, the Russian Defense Ministry said.
The Ukrainian official said that drones also targeted "a Russian Aerospace Forces base in Buturlinovka and a military airfield in Voronezh." This information could not be independently verified.
Drones also attacked the Novoshakhtinsk oil refinery in the Rostov region of southwestern Russia, also temporarily putting it out of commission, Rostov governor Vasily Golubev said on Telegram.
Electronic jamming equipment forced the drones to land on the territory of the refinery without any injuries, but "technological facilities of the enterprise have been stopped," about which "the consequences are being clarified," Golubev said. 
Ukraine's military intelligence service "could not confirm or deny its involvement in the operation," spokesman Andriy Yusov said, adding that the facility was "used for military purposes."
Another drone struck the headquarters of the FSB, Russia's domestic intelligence agency, in Belgorod, near the border with Ukraine, the Russian news agency Tass initially reported, but it later removed the report from its website. Unverified photos on social media showed the building with its windows blown out, however.

A heavily damaged apartment building hit by a Russian drone strike in Sumy, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Vyacheslav Madiyevskyy/Reuters)


Ukrainian officials, meanwhile, reported Russian drone and missile attacks in eastern Ukraine overnight, some of which hit residential buildings, killing a half-dozen people and injuring scores.
Among the places damaged was an apartment building in Kryvyi Rih, hometown of President Volodymyr Zelensky, where Ukrainian officials said a drone strike and the ensuing fire killed at least five people and wounded more than 50.
In an evening video address on Tuesday, Zelensky said that Ukrainian forces would "inflict losses on the Russian state in response -- quite rightly."
"They in the Kremlin must get used to the fact that terror does not go unpunished for them," Zelensky said. "Nothing will cure these sick men of their evil, but they will feel the losses."
Putin gave an interview to Russian media outlets Wednesday in the run-up to the presidential elections, which are widely expected to return him to a fifth term -- allowing him to rule until at least 2030.
Putin said he had "no doubt" that the "main goal" of the recent attacks was "if not to disrupt the presidential elections in Russia, then at least to somehow interfere with the normal process of expressing the will of citizens."
Putin also said that "from a military-technical point of view," Russia was, "of course, ready" for nuclear war. Nevertheless, he didn't think that the United States was "ready to start this nuclear war tomorrow."

Russian president Vladimir Putin warned that Russia was technically ready for nuclear war and discouraged the U.S. from sending troops to Ukraine.


"They are developing all their components, and so are we," he said. If the United States wants war, "what to do?" he said. "We are ready."
Putin said Russia was not considering using nuclear weapons in the fall of 2022, when Russia's position temporarily worsened, as U.S. officials warned at the time. "Our front was not collapsing" in eastern Ukraine, he said.
Still, "weapons exist in order to be used," he said, "if it is a question of the existence of the Russian state."

The car of Leonid Volkov, a close ally of late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, is transported off in Vilnius, Lithuania, on Wednesday, one day after he was attacked with a hammer in front of his home. (Petras Malukas/AFP/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, Leonid Volkov, the longtime chief of staff of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, blamed Putin and his supporters for an unknown assailant's attack on him with a hammer and tear gas near his home in Lithuania on Tuesday.
"This was a obviously a typical, characteristic bandit 'hello' from Putin and from bandit St. Petersburg," Volkov said in a short video posted on social media after returning from the hospital. Putin was born in St. Petersburg and started his political career there.
Lithuanian police said they were devoting "huge resources" to investigating the attack.
Volkov described the assault as an attempt "to make a meat cutlet out of me -- a man attacked me with a meat hammer right outside the house." He added that his arm was broken but "for some reason my leg remained intact," despite being hit 15 times.
Morgunov reported from Warsaw and Abbakumova from Riga, Latvia.
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Irish anger over Gaza may make for a tense White House St. Patrick's Day
President Biden will host Irish leaders who strongly oppose his stance on Israel and Gaza, while a portion of the usual delegation boycotts the event.
By Amanda Ferguson, Marisa Bellack | 2024-03-13

The White House was lighted and the North Lawn fountain dyed green to celebrate St. Patrick's Day on March 17, 2023. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


BELFAST -- The annual St. Patrick's Day reception at the White House is shaping up to be a potentially tense affair, as President Biden prepares to welcome Irish leaders who strongly oppose his stance on Israel and Gaza and as a portion of the usual delegation boycotts the event.
Ireland's prime minister, Leo Varadkar, and Northern Ireland's first minister, Michelle O'Neill, are still among those scheduled to meet with Biden on Friday. But they may convey views widely held among their constituents that the United States should stop arming Israel and instead use its influence to end the assault on Gaza.
"I'll use that opportunity ... and tell them how Irish people feel, and that is that we want to see a cease-fire immediately, for the killing to stop, the hostages to be released without condition, food and medicine to get into Gaza," Varadkar said during a visit to Boston on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, the SDLP, Northern Ireland's smaller nationalist party, said it was not sending any representatives to Washington this week.
"The White House St. Patrick's Day event is a party," said Claire Hanna, an SDLP lawmaker in the British Parliament. "We have taken the principled position that we won't be attending that party."
She elaborated, "This is about the deep distress that we and our constituents feel practically every hour of the day about what's going on in Gaza, and our attempt to use whatever opportunities we have -- parliamentary and otherwise -- to contribute and create international momentum to end this."
Pacifism is central to modern Irish identity. Ireland maintains a long-standing policy of military neutrality and is one of four European Union members that is not part of NATO.
At the same time, Ireland has long been one of the world's most ardent champions of the Palestinian cause.

A Gaza solidarity mural was unveiled in Belfast this month. (Niall Carson/AP)


People in Ireland and Northern Ireland point to parallels between what Palestinians face and their own historical experience with colonialism, partition, oppression and violence. Some note that Arthur Balfour -- who in a 1917 letter promised British support for "the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people" -- had earlier in his career served as a chief secretary for Ireland and opposed Irish home rule.
In a show of solidarity, several murals re-creating the work of artists from Gaza were unveiled in Belfast this month. Pro-Palestinian demonstrations are planned across Ireland and Northern Ireland this week, including a march to the U.S. Consulate in Belfast on Saturday.
"We have experience of oppression that has lasted hundreds of years, so it is our duty to stand with the Palestinian people," said Aoibhinn McConnell, a 16-year-old student in Belfast who is Jewish and has been active in pro-Palestinian protests.
"The history of the Irish people, both famine and conflict, are alive in our minds at this time," Hanna said.
In a poll of voters in Ireland conducted by Ipsos B&A for the Irish Times last month, nearly two-thirds of respondents said "Israel has the right to defend itself." But two-thirds also agreed that "Israel's attacks on Gaza are not justified," and a little over half said that "Ireland should be stronger internationally in defending Palestinians."
Biden has been described as one of the most Irish of U.S. presidents. His Irish Catholic heritage is central to his identity. He has claimed special affinity with the people of the island of Ireland. And he has made the traditional St. Patrick's Day reception at the White House a particularly festive event.
But Irish leaders in the north and south have been under pressure to boycott this year.
Gerry Carroll, a socialist politician who represents Belfast West in Northern Ireland's devolved parliament, said Irish politicians should avoid being used to rehabilitate Biden -- "smiling with him, handing over bowls of shamrocks, pints of Guinness."

Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar presents President Biden with shamrocks during the St. Patrick's Day reception in the East Room of the White House in 2023. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"Parties talk about peace on this island," Carroll said. "If they are really committed to peace on the international stage, then they should shun the biggest supporter of terrorism across the world, and the biggest supporter of terror against Palestinians, and that is the U.S. government."
National security adviser Jake Sullivan reiterated the administration's staunch support for Israel in a White House briefing Tuesday, saying that Biden "has had Israel's back ... and not just in terms of providing for Israel's security against Hamas and Hezbollah but a broader constellation of steps in terms of military deterrence to keep this war from spinning out in ways that Israel could not handle."
But Sullivan said the president "also is going to speak out when he has concerns about the level of protection for innocent civilians in Gaza, the level and access to humanitarian assistance for innocent civilians in Gaza."
Varadkar's office told The Washington Post that the prime minister planned to thank Biden for the continued U.S. role in helping to maintain peace on the island of Ireland and would "also discuss global issues, including the need to maintain assistance for Ukraine in the face of Russia's ongoing invasion, and the urgent humanitarian crisis unfolding in Gaza."
Varadkar used his Boston visit on Tuesday to make the case for a cease-fire in Gaza.
"We all know that there are guilty people who perpetrated unspeakable act of terrorism," he said in prepared remarks. "But there are innocent men, women and children who are suffering for those sins, and they should not be subject to collective punishment. The cries of the innocent will haunt us forever if we stay silent."
He appealed to the parties in the conflict by drawing on his country's experience.
"From our own painful history in Ireland, we know that cease-fire does not mean surrender, nor does it necessarily mean peace, and it certainly doesn't mean weakness," he said. "A cease-fire doesn't mean forgiveness either. But it does present a glimmer of hope."
O'Neill will be going to the White House as the first nationalist and Sinn Fein party member in the prestigious first minister role in Northern Ireland's power-sharing government.
Sinn Fein said its delegation is seeking to strengthen support among Irish Americans and U.S. officials for Irish peace and reunification.
"We will also advocate for an end to the Israeli genocidal war and occupation in Gaza and the West Bank, for the establishment of a peace process in Palestine and self determination for the Palestinian people," the party said in a statement to The Post. "Successive U.S. administrations have played a constructive role in the Irish peace process. Our clear message is that they need to adopt the same approach in relation to Palestine."
Irish Palestinian Imam Jamal Iweida, chairman of Belfast Iqraa Mosque, said he understood why Irish politicians from major parties would have trouble deciding to boycott the St. Patrick's Day event.
"It is a difficult position for Irish politicians to be in," he said. "They can't sacrifice their relationship with the White House."
But he added: "The Irish Palestinian community have lost very close friends and family because of what is happening. It is very grim, very sad. We are seeing children suffering and starving. As humans on this Earth we can't wait any longer. We need the war to stop."
Bellack reported from Washington.
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Pandemic left much of the world on lower human development trajectory
Dozens of poor nations have yet to regain their pre-pandemic levels of overall well-being, amid signs that the pandemic may have permanently depressed the world's development trajectory, according to a U.N. report.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-03-13

A UNICEF health official administers a polio vaccine in 2016 to a child at a camp for displaced people in Maiduguri, Nigeria. (Sunday Alamba/AP)


Dozens of poor nations have yet to regain their pre-pandemic levels of overall well-being, amid signs that the pandemic may have permanently depressed the world's development trajectory, according to a U.N. report.
Four years after societal lockdowns disrupted the global economy, every affluent nation has regained its pre-pandemic score on a U.N. ranking called the Human Development Index (HDI). Yet half of the world's poorest countries, including Nigeria, Pakistan and Sierra Leone, continue to languish below their 2019 readings.
After its pandemic-related decline, the global index last year finally topped its precrisis level. But unlike the precrisis era, when developed and developing countries advanced at similar rates, today the world is experiencing a "rich man, poor man" recovery.
"The gap between the richest and the poorest in our world has widened. ... We face the risk of having permanent losses in human development unless we change course," said economist Pedro Conceicao, the U.N. report's principal author.
The United Nations in 1990 introduced the index -- which blends a population's life expectancy, years of schooling and per-person income -- as a broad gauge of human development. This year's HDI analysis sketched a gloomy picture of a world that, while materially richer than in the past, is deeply stressed, politically divided and shadowed by war.
Not since 1945 have there been so many cross-border armed conflicts. They forcibly displaced 108 million people in 2022, a number greater than the population of Germany and more than  2.5 times the 2010 figure, the report said.
Countries are increasingly turning inward at a time when global challenges such as climate change and the rise of artificial intelligence require a collaborative response, said Achim Steiner, administrator of the U.N. Development Program, which produced the assessment.
UNDP officials called for greater financial support for "global public goods," such as vaccine development and climate change mitigation efforts, and said political leaders must "dial down the temperature and push back on polarization, which poisons practically everything it touches and impedes international cooperation."
The root of the problem is world leaders' failure to properly manage globalization, which lifted 1.5 billion people out of crushing poverty in the developing world while leaving many factory workers in developed countries like the United States feeling they had paid the price, U.N. officials said.
This political failure fueled the growth of inequality and inflamed popular resentments that have left societies -- and increasingly the global community -- unable to agree on joint action.
The backlash to "mismanaged interdependence" is a product of both economics and culture, Conceicao said.
People in communities that suffered relative economic decline have concluded that the system is not working for them. And under economic stress, many individuals have sought solace in shared identities that are defined in opposition to other groups, leading to polarization.
"What we're observing in many countries is that people are becoming clustered in groups in which they disagree -- not on a few issues -- but on almost everything," he said.
Worsening political polarization within and between nations is producing "gridlock" on obvious needs, such as helping less-developed countries cope with the effects of climate change, the report said. Polarization has increased since 2011 in more than two-thirds of countries.
A deep malaise also stalks people in countries around the world. Two-thirds of those surveyed worldwide say they have no influence over their government's decisions. More than half say they have no, or only limited, control over their own lives.
"If you only measure progress or advances in development by income, by per capita income, per capita GDP, you're missing a significant part of what actually defines a human being's perception of the conditions under which he or she lives," Steiner said.
The report's authors also warned about a rising tide of popular support for anti-democratic leaders. Though surveys show that roughly 90 percent of people around the world favor democracy as an objective, more than half of the world's population now backs political figures who threaten to undermine it in practice, they said.
The wave of populism that has spread across the United States, Europe and Latin America threatens progress on human development, according to the study, which cited research showing that populist governments preside over lower economic growth.
With nations still bound together by trade, technology and finance, globalization should be reformed, not abandoned, the report concluded. More attention must be devoted to environmental concerns, supply chain resilience and the needs of heavily indebted developing nations.
"Rather than be unwound or reversed, globalization can and should be done differently," the report said.
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Biden to call American ownership of U.S. Steel 'vital' as he opposes deal
The president is preparing to issue a statement of veiled opposition to Nippon Steel's proposed acquisition before Prime Minister Fumio Kishida arrives in April.
By David J. Lynch, Jeff Stein | 2024-03-14

Nippon Steel in Kitakyushu, Japan, last month. (Philip Fong/AFP/Getty Images)


President Biden on Thursday will express opposition to Nippon Steel's proposed acquisition of U.S. Steel, an extraordinary move that comes as a federal panel continues its review of the transaction for any potential effect on national security.
"It is important that we maintain strong American steel companies powered by American steel workers," the president's statement will say. "I told our steel workers I have their backs, and I meant it. U.S. Steel has been an iconic American steel company for more than a century, and it is vital for it to remain an American steel company that is domestically owned and operated."
The president's intervention in the transpacific deal, which threatens to upend relations with one of the United States' closest allies, comes less than a month before Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is scheduled to arrive in Washington for a planned state visit.
Shares of U.S. Steel plunged almost 13 percent Wednesday on the reports. Nippon Steel rose 2 percent.
Word of the president's plans follows a meeting last week between Nippon Steel executives and representatives of the United Steelworkers union, which has publicly opposed the $14.9 billion deal. Prominent lawmakers in both parties also have objected to the purchase by a foreign buyer of a once-iconic U.S. industrial power.
In January, former president Donald Trump, Biden's likely opponent in November, said of the deal that he would "block it instantaneously" if returned to the White House.
Administration officials have informed the Japanese government of the president's plans, explaining the statement in terms of  his need to retain political support in Pennsylvania in the November election, said one industry source, who described the matter on the condition of anonymity to comment on internal deliberations.
Biden won Pennsylvania in 2020, beating Trump by more than 80,000 votes in the key swing state. Support from organized labor, especially the United Steelworkers, was critical in winning the Keystone state for Biden, who often boasts of being "the most pro-union president in American history."
The steelworkers union has returned the affection. This month, USW President David McCall praised the president's efforts to promote domestic manufacturing and infrastructure.
"President Biden delivered win after win for working people during his first three years in office, and USW members look forward to working with him as he continues his fight to grow the middle class and an economy for all," McCall said in a statement.
In December, Lael Brainard, director of the National Economic Council, said Nippon Steel's bid for the American company deserved "serious scrutiny."
Any presidential statement before CFIUS completes its assessment of the deal's national security implications would be unusual.
"I am unaware of any president preemptively signaling he may oppose an acquisition that is undergoing national security review, much less an acquisition by a company from a treaty partner that we are obligated to defend with U.S. troops," said Dan Price, managing director at Rock Creek Global Advisors, who was the top White House official on international trade and investment during the George W. Bush administration.
The Treasury-led CFIUS review, which includes representatives of the Defense Department and intelligence community, is intended to be "apolitical," said Nancy McLernon, chief executive of the Global Business Alliance, which represents foreign-owned companies in the United States.
"Japan is a strategic ally and the largest foreign investor in the United States, directly employing nearly 1 million American workers. Facts I hope the administration keeps in mind when preparing for next month's state visit," she said in an email.
Controversy over the Nippon Steel proposal also illustrates tension at the heart of Biden's international economic policy. In August, the White House celebrated an increase in foreign investment in U.S. factories. But Nippon Steel's intention to do the same has stirred presidential unease largely because of domestic political factors.
The steel industry has traditionally been one of the most protected U.S. markets. In 2018, Trump, then president, imposed 25 percent tariffs on imported steel. Biden later agreed with the European Union to allow imports of European steel up to a certain level before the tariffs would apply.
U.S. Steel's name holds a special place in the nation's economic history. The company was the nation's first billion-dollar corporation after its founding in 1901 through a merger of steel companies led by legendary business executives, including John D. Rockefeller.
The output of its blast furnaces formed the tanks, planes and aircraft carriers that helped win World War II, as well as the automobiles and appliances that consumers purchased during the postwar boom.
U.S. Steel today is just the third-largest steelmaker in the nation by revenue, behind Cleveland-Cliffs and Nucor, and it employs fewer than half as many workers as it did 20 years ago. The company lost money in nine of the last 15 years.
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Work Advice: I'm a foreign-born woman making less than my male direct report
After a decade of high performance and promotions, I've learned my subordinate is making 25 percent more than I am.
By Karla Miller | 2024-03-14

(iStock/Getty Images)


Reader: In 2015, I moved to the U.S. as a foreign national under an H-1B work visa to be with my American partner, who was returning to the U.S. to take a new job here.
My employer has an unsavory reputation for offering compensation based on country of origin and gender. But I didn't mind accepting a lower-than-expected compensation package, as I work for intellectual stimulation and don't rely on my salary to pay bills. Even last year, after I became a U.S. citizen, I didn't consider it necessary to ask for a salary adjustment. My strong work ethic and consistent performance are evident as I have received two promotions, and I'm 10 years younger than the average man at my level.
I was recently offered a new position with greater visibility. As I was preparing for year-end performance reviews, I noticed that one of my new direct reports, "Oscar," is earning 25 percent more than I am -- even though he has a job grade below mine.
During my own year-end performance review, should I ask my boss to match my compensation to Oscar's? If my request is declined, I'm afraid of becoming resentful toward Oscar, as he barely met my expectations before I was even aware of our compensation disparity.
Regardless of the outcome, I like my boss, so I probably won't quit or apply for an external position until he leaves or retires.
Karla: Why on earth would you think your employer should raise your pay to match Oscar's? Don't you think you deserve more?
Your situation is a textbook example of how discriminatory pay gaps operate. Workers hamstrung by low pay at the start of their careers tend to fall behind exponentially in opportunities, earning power and retirement savings. "Catching up from that disadvantage is like climbing Mt. Fuji," said Gloria L. Blackwell, CEO of the American Association of University Women (AAUW).
And while individual workers have to decide for themselves what they can tolerate, the effects of pay inequity often go beyond one person's paycheck. As Blackwell puts it: "As long as [the employer is] not challenged, not only are they going to continue underpaying [you], they are going to continue doing it to other women."
You note yourself that your employer has a reputation for underpaying women and foreign-born workers, counting on them to be too intimidated, uninformed or desperate for employment to object. By shrugging and accepting that treatment, you are not only selling yourself short, you are also undermining others who lack the agency to protest or walk away from an unfair deal, even with the law on their side.
The good news, according to Blackwell, is that "it really is never too late to advocate for yourself and negotiate when you discover a pay disparity." And nationwide efforts to implement pay range transparency mandates and salary history bans are helping to level the playing field by eliminating secrecy and other systemic barriers.
Blackwell recommends the following steps to prepare for this long-overdue discussion:
Here is why you want to broaden your pay research: The discrepancy with Oscar's pay seems obvious, but he is a single data point. Management may rationalize that he has specialized technical expertise or a certification that justifies paying him more than you. Or they may start paying you slightly more than Oscar, but still less than you deserve overall. A broad apples-to-apples comparison with peers who out-earn you is harder to explain away or patch over. What you have learned about Oscar may end up being just the tip of a very large, lopsided iceberg.
As always, it's up to you how you respond to your findings: Stay and fight for parity, or go find a company that doesn't need to be persuaded to respect you. Personally, I don't see how any amount of intellectual stimulation could soothe the resentment of knowing you have been undervalued and exploited, and how many people at your employer have been actively or passively complicit in keeping you that way. Including your likable boss.
Pro tip: U.S. employers hiring workers on H-1B visas must pay them whatever is greater: The actual wage they pay other workers with similar experience and qualifications, or the prevailing wage for the occupation in the area of intended employment, according to the Department of Labor Wage and Hour Division.
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Why the U.S. put a $1 million bounty on a Russian yacht's alleged manager 
The West's financial war against Russia enters a new stage.
By Jeff Stein, Catherine Belton | 2024-03-14

A "wanted" poster for Vladislav Osipov. (Washington Post illustration; fbi.gov)


On Sept. 3, 2020, the staff of a $90 million yacht placed an order with a U.S. company for a set of luxury bathrobes that came to $2,624.35.
For roughly two years before that, according to federal prosecutors, the yacht's management had been falsely claiming it was working for a boat named "Fanta." But the luxury bathrobes came embroidered with a monogram that, prosecutors said, revealed the yacht's true identity: "Tango."
That was a problem, officials say in court papers, because Tango was owned by a Russian billionaire under U.S. sanctions, and doing business on his behalf violated federal law.
Late last month, U.S. authorities unveiled a $1 million reward for information leading to the arrest and or conviction of the man they say was running the yacht staff and orchestrated the deception with the robes -- Vladislav Osipov, 52, a Swiss-based businessman from Russia. In a new indictment, federal prosecutors say Osipov misled U.S. banks and companies into doing business with the Tango yacht despite the sanctions on the Russian owner, whom the Justice Department has identified as billionaire Viktor Vekselberg.
Osipov has denied the allegations. Osipov's attorney has said that the government has failed to demonstrate that Vekselberg owned the yacht, and that its management was therefore not a sanctions violation.
The reward offer for Osipov reflects the latest stage in the evolution of the West's broader financial war against Russia two years into the war in Ukraine, as the United States and its allies increasingly target intermediaries accused of enabling Russian oligarchs to circumvent sanctions.
Many Russians close to President Vladimir Putin have been under sanctions dating to 2014, when Russia seized Crimea from Ukraine and sent proxy forces into that country's eastern Donbas region. When Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, President Biden vowed to deal a "crushing blow" with a barrage of new sanctions on financial institutions, industries, business executives and others tied to the Kremlin. But roughly two years later, Russia's economy has proved surprisingly resilient after the nation poured tens of billions of dollars into ramping up its military industry. Moscow has also worked around the sanctions, finding new third parties to supply it with critical military and industrial hardware, as well as countries beyond Europe to buy its oil.
Now, the West is trying to increase the reach of its sanctions by digging deeper into Russian supply chains. Late last month, the Treasury Department announced more than 500 new sanctions targeting Russia, primarily on military and industrial suppliers. The Justice Department also announced charges against two U.S.-based "facilitators" of a Russian state banker who is under sanction, as well as the guilty plea of a dual national based in Atlanta who was accused of laundering $150 million through bank accounts and shell companies on behalf of Russian clients.
Prioritizing criminal charges against -- and the arrests of -- Western employees of Russia's elites represents a new escalation of the U.S. financial war against Putin, experts say. One Moscow businessman, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution, said many influential Russians are concerned about the arrest of two associates of Andrey Kostin, the head of VTB, Russia's second-biggest state bank. These associates, Vadim Wolfson and Gannon Bond, were charged with helping Kostin evade sanctions by maintaining a $12 million property in Aspen, Colo., for Kostin's benefit while concealing his ownership. Kostin has said that the charges of sanctions evasion against him are "unfounded" and that he has not violated any laws. Bond has pleaded not guilty; Wolfson hasn't made an initial court appearance yet.

A man walks past screens in Moscow showing Russian President Vladimir Putin and a quote from his Feb. 29 address to the Federal Assembly. (Maxim Shemetov/Reuters)


Wolfson, also known as Vadim Belyaev, had been a Russian billionaire until the Russian government took over his bank in 2017. Bond, 49, is a U.S. citizen from Edgewater, N.J. For all Russians living abroad and working with people in Russia, the threat of criminal charges is a much more worrying prospect than the sanctions imposed by the Treasury Department last month against hundreds of individuals and entities, the businessman said, in part because sanctions are far easier to dodge than criminal charges.
"What you have seen through today's public announcements are our efforts at really targeting the facilitators who possess the requisite skill set, access, connections that allow the Russian war machine [and] the Russian elites to continually have access to Western services and Western goods," David Lim, co-director of the Justice Department's KleptoCapture task force, which is tasked with enforcing U.S. sanctions over Russia's invasion of Ukraine, told reporters last month.
Thad McBride, an international trade partner at the law firm Bass Berry & Sims, said the crackdown on intermediaries reflected the natural evolution of the U.S. sanctions campaign in response to Russian adjustments.
"It seems to me they have gone through a comprehensive list of the oligarchs, and you can debate whether or not it's had a meaningful impact on the Russian war effort," McBride said. "Because they're getting smarter about who's who, they're finding other people who play meaningful roles in these transactions, even though they're not showing up in the headlines."
The charges against Osipov related to his alleged management of the Tango yacht illustrate the mounting potential consequences for people in Europe and the United States who attempt to do business with Russians targeted by Western allies, as well as the opaque structures allegedly employed by those seeking to evade sanctions.
With a net worth estimated by Forbes in 2021 at $9 billion, Vekselberg, 66, has long drawn scrutiny from the West -- and sought to safeguard his wealth. He made his initial fortune in aluminum and oil in Russia's privatization of the 1990s and then expanded into industrial and financial assets in Europe, the United States and Africa, with Putin's blessing. In addition to the yacht, federal prosecutors say, Vekselberg acquired $75 million worth of properties, including apartments on New York's Park Avenue and an estate in the Long Island town of Southampton.
Vekselberg, who declined to comment for this article, has not been criminally charged by the Justice Department. In a 2019 interview with the Financial Times, he denounced the sanctions as arbitrary and harmful for international business, saying he had been targeted just because he was Russian and rich and knows Putin.
In April 2018, the Treasury Department under the Trump administration sanctioned Vekselberg and six other Russian oligarchs as part of broader financial penalties over the Kremlin's invasion of Crimea, support for President Bashar al-Assad in Syria and interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. Vekselberg was also targeted for his work for the Kremlin as chairman of the Skolkovo Foundation, an attempt to create Russia's version of the Silicon Valley -- evidence that appeared to undermine the Russian businessman's claims that he operated independently of the Kremlin.
But with Vekselberg's payments monitored by U.S. banks, according to the federal indictment, Osipov used shell companies and intermediaries to avert the bite of sanctions. Vekselberg kept other major assets out of the reach of U.S. authorities by making use of the Treasury Department's 50 percent ownership rule, which stipulates that it is illegal to transact with firms only if an owner under sanction controls more than 50 percent of the business.
For example, a month after Treasury imposed sanctions on Vekselberg in April 2018, his Renova Innovation Technologies sold its 48.5 percent stake in Swiss engineering giant Sulzer to Tiwel Holding AG, a group that is nevertheless still "beneficially owned" -- meaning, owned in practice -- by Vekselberg through Columbus Trust, a Cayman Islands trust, according to Sulzer's corporate filing. Vekselberg's longtime right-hand man at Renova, Alexei Moskov, replaced one of Vekselberg's direct representatives on the board. Moskov told The Washington Post that he stepped down from all his executive positions at Renova Group in 2018 after U.S. sanctions were first imposed and from that moment ceased to be Vekselberg's employee.

A member of Spain's Civil Guard stands by the Tango in Palma de Mallorca in April 2022. U.S. federal agents and the Civil Guard searched the yacht, linked to Viktor Vekselberg. (Francisco Ubilla/AP)


The attempts to circumvent the sanctions appear to have found some success in the U.S. legal system. Columbus Nova, a U.S.-based asset management fund controlling more than $100 million in assets in the U.S. financial and tech industry, is run by Vekselberg's cousin, Andrew Intrater. The firm battled for more than two years to lift a freeze on Columbus Nova's assets, imposed by Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control because of the sanctions on Vekselberg, and won, reaching a settlement agreement with the Treasury Department. After renaming itself Sparrow Capital LLC, Columbus Nova successfully argued that Intrater -- not Vekselberg -- owns the fund. Intrater argued that the company was 100 percent owned by U.S. citizens and that no individual or entity under sanction held any interest in it. Intrater said Columbus Nova had earned fees for managing investment funds owned by Renova. He said he had repeatedly told Treasury he would not distribute any funds to Vekselberg.
Now Osipov, the alleged manager of Vekselberg's $90 million yacht, is attempting a similar argument as U.S. authorities seek his arrest on charges of bank fraud, money laundering, conspiracy to defraud the United States, and violations of sanctions law.
The federal indictment states that the Tango was owned by a shell corporation registered in the British Virgin Islands that was in turn owned by several other companies. The Virgin Islands shell company, authorities say, was controlled by Osipov, who also served in senior roles for multiple companies controlled by Vekselberg. U.S. officials also say Vekselberg ultimately controlled the other companies that owned the Virgin Islands shell company.
According to the indictment, a Tango official instructed a boat management company in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, to use a false name for the yacht -- "Fanta" -- to disguise its true identity from U.S. financial institutions and firms, which try to avoid doing business with an entity or person under sanction.
Working at Osipov's direction, according to the indictment, employees for Tango bought more than $8,000 worth of goods for the yacht that were unwittingly but illegally processed by U.S. firms and U.S. financial institutions, including navigation software, leather basket magazine holders provided by a bespoke silversmith, and web and computing services. The management company running Tango, run by Osipov, also paid invoices worth more than $180,000 to a U.S. internet service provider, federal prosecutors say.
The Tango was seized by the FBI and Spanish authorities in the Mediterranean not long after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, and Osipov was first indicted last year. The owner of the Spanish yacht management company hired by Osipov, Richard Masters, 52, of Britain, was criminally charged last year by federal prosecutors with conspiracy to defraud the United States and violating federal sanctions law. A request for comment sent to Masters' firm was not returned.
But in recent court documents, Osipov's attorney argues that the yacht was not more than 50 percent owned by Vekselberg, and that the government hasn't demonstrated it was. Barry J. Pollack, an attorney at Harris, St. Laurent and Wechsler, also says the government never warned Osipov of its novel and "unconstitutional" application of federal sanctions law.
"The government points to no precedent that supports its extraordinary interpretation and cites no authority that allows the traditional rules of statutory construction to be turned on their head," Pollack wrote in a defense filing. The filing adds: "[Osipov] is not a fugitive because he did not engage in any of the allegedly criminal conduct while in the United States, has never resided in the United States, did not flee from the United States, and has not concealed himself."
Still, the State Department's Transnational Organized Crime Rewards Program has said it will provide up to $1 million for information leading to Osipov's arrest, warning that he may visit Herrliberg, Switzerland; Majorca, Spain; or Moscow.
The case demonstrates the extent of the U.S. commitment to tighten the screws on those seen as aiding Russian elites, even if they themselves are not closely tied to the Kremlin.
"When DOJ levels legal action against an individual or entity, they have quite a bit of evidence, especially because the threshold to press charges for money-laundering and sanctions evasion is so high," said Kim Donovan, director of the Economic Statecraft Initiative within the Atlantic Council's GeoEconomics Center. "We've had quite a bit of experience targeting Russia directly, and what you're starting to see is the U.S. go after the facilitators enabling sanctions evasion. That's where the U.S. is focusing its efforts right now."
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Gerald M. Levin, former Time Warner chief, dies at 84
Levin was considered a leader in the industry but ultimately came to be known as the executive who orchestrated the ill-fated merger between Time Warner and AOL in 2000.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-03-14

Gerald M. Levin, right, attends a hearing on the Time Warner-AOL merger, alongside AOL's Steve Case in September 2000. (Robert A. Reeder/The Washington Post)


Gerald M. Levin, one of the creators of HBO and the former chief executive of Time Warner who orchestrated its ill-fated mega merger with AOL, died Wednesday in Long Beach, Calif. He was 84.
His grandchild Jake Maia Arlow confirmed the death but did not give a cause, saying only that he had Parkinson's disease.
Mr. Levin was the chairman of Time Warner when he agreed to sell the company in an all-stock transaction worth $184 billion to the upstart internet company AOL in 2000. The merger, one of the highest-valued deals ever, ultimately flopped. The new company's stocks quickly tanked, and the new entity announced a quarterly loss of $54 billion in April 2002.
Mr. Levin became the chief executive of the merged company but abruptly said in December 2001, after less than a year at the helm, that he was leaving amid a worsening tech market and a sluggish economy, The Washington Post reported.
Mr. Levin described his resignation at the time as "an intensely personal thing," related to the 1997 slaying of his son Jonathan and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Jonathan Levin, an English teacher at William Howard Taft High School in the Bronx, was murdered by a former student.
Mr. Levin later apologized for his role in the merger. "I was the CEO. I was in charge. I'm really very sorry about the pain and suffering and loss that was caused," he said during a 2010 interview with CNBC's "Squawk Box."
Before the merger, Mr. Levin had built Time Warner into a media empire that held dominant positions in book, magazine, television and movie production. He led Time's acquisition of Warner in 1990, then wed the merged company, Time Warner, with Ted Turner's Turner Broadcasting Systems, in 1995, in a $7.5 billion deal.
Earlier, Mr. Levin served at a then-developing Time subsidiary, joining Home Box Office (HBO) in 1972. In 1975, he decided to start distributing HBO content via satellite, helping create the modern cable industry.
Before his corporate career, he was a lawyer, working for the New York City firm Simpson, Thatcher & Bartlett from 1963 to 1967, after law school at the University of Pennsylvania.
He was born on May 6, 1939, in Philadelphia. Survivors include four children and seven grandchildren. Mr. Levin was married and divorced three times.
"To me and my cousins, he was our Zaidie," Arlow said in an emailed statement, using the Yiddish word for grandpa.
Arlow, the author of several books, recalled how their mother would read their work to Mr. Levin over the phone. "He would call me when they were done reading and tell me how proud he was of me. I loved him very dearly."
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Biden aims to repair places left broken by previous economic strategies
President Biden unveiled federal grants in Wisconsin to remove or retrofit highways that separate minority neighborhoods in many cities from jobs, hospitals and other services.
By David J. Lynch, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-03-14

President Biden speaks at the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Alex Wroblewski/For The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- President Biden, speaking Wednesday in a community that he cited as a painful example of racist urban policy, highlighted a new economic strategy aimed at revitalizing places that for decades have been cut off from the nation's growing prosperity.
Biden spoke at a Boys and Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee in a largely Black and Latino neighborhood where 17,000 homes and 1,000 businesses were destroyed in the 1960s to make way for an interstate highway. The president's trip, which includes a stop in Michigan on Thursday, is part of an effort to court minority voters in states that are key to his political future.
In conjunction with the Midwestern swing, the White House unveiled $3.3 billion in federal grants to remove or retrofit highways that separate minority neighborhoods in many cities from jobs, entertainment centers, hospitals and other services.
"Too many communities across America faced the loss of land, wealth and possibilities that still reverberate today," Biden said. "Today we're recognizing that history to make new history."
Milwaukee is one of 132 communities in 40 states that will benefit from the Transportation Department program, which is among a number of new federal initiatives designed to aid places suffering long-term economic ills, officials said.
"For communities too often left behind, we're rebuilding the roads, we're repairing cracks in the sidewalk," Biden said. "We're creating places to live and play safely and to breathe clean air."
Biden's embrace of strategies aimed at spurring development in specific locations marks a significant shift in U.S. policy, part of the broadest government intervention in the economy in at least four decades and one with significant political overtones. States such as Wisconsin are critical to Democratic hopes in November, and Biden's appeal to Milwaukee's large number of Black voters may decide his fate there.
The administration's "place-based" approach aims to use a mix of spending and tax credits to spread prosperity more evenly, rebuild communities devastated by the loss of factory jobs and prevent blight in areas that otherwise would suffer during the transition to cleaner energy sources.
If it succeeds, the effort could in theory help heal an economic divide that has fueled political resentment and convinced millions of Americans that Washington has abandoned them to decay.
"People and capital are trapped in places where the prospects are not that good," said Simon Johnson, an economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. "This is a big country with a lot of space. Let's have economic development where people want it."
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, previewing the program earlier in the week, told reporters that "the very fact that American English has the phrase 'wrong side of the tracks' tells you everything you need to know about our awareness in this country of how infrastructure can divide just as sure as it can connect."
But in seeking to focus federal power on reviving downtrodden communities, the president is gambling on a set of policies with a mixed track record. Even its supporters acknowledge that Washington may struggle to sustain the decades-long effort that some distressed areas would require to heal.
"This is just not something that happens overnight. We should be thinking of this in a multigenerational context," said John Lettieri, chief executive of the Economic Innovation Group, a bipartisan think tank that, among other things, focuses on economically distressed areas.
The political stakes for Biden's visit to Milwaukee were also evident. His campaign announced this week that it was basing its Wisconsin operation in Milwaukee, the most racially diverse city in the state, part of an effort to consolidate the coalition that helped Biden win Wisconsin by nearly 21,000 votes in 2020.
Biden has made addressing racial inequity a key aspect of his presidency, and now his reelection bid. He was elected in 2020, after the killing of George Floyd, amid calls for criminal justice, education and policing reforms.
Biden, facing energetic opposition from Republicans, has failed to push through several bills of widespread importance to Black Americans and other minority groups. There has been no sweeping police and criminal justice reform, and efforts to codify voting protections into federal law died in Congress. Biden did sign an executive order in 2022 aimed at preventing and punishing police misconduct.
His aides say the administration has delivered other gains, including historic appointments to the courts, including that of Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, and the selection of Vice President Harris as the first Black and Asian American woman in her role. Biden has also said that equity is baked into individual provisions of laws like the Inflation Reduction Act.
On Wednesday, he stressed his initiatives that have disproportionately benefited Black Americans, everything from capping the price of insulin for Medicare recipients to increasing the Black employment rate. Former president Donald Trump and his Republican allies, Biden said, are trying to undo much of the progress his administration had made in recent years.

Biden speaks Wednesday. (Alex Wroblewski/For The Washington Post)


Even as he battles for political support, the president is also intent on cementing his economic legacy. His industrial policies, including the place-based efforts, have reoriented Washington toward a more active economic role.
About 20 individual programs in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Inflation Reduction Act and the Chips and Science Act are likely to sprinkle tens of billions of dollars across the economy over the next half-decade, the largest such geographically focused effort in years.
"This is a sea change," said Mark Muro, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution.
Many of the programs, especially those aimed at promoting domestic semiconductor production, enjoy bipartisan support. But lawmakers have not always fully funded them.
The Chips Act, for example, authorized $10 billion in funding over five years to establish 31 tech hubs in communities across the country, an effort to promote technology development outside Silicon Valley and other longtime industry centers.
But lawmakers ultimately appropriated just $500 million for the hubs. In October, the Commerce Department named sites in 32 states as eligible to apply to receive the first implementation grants of $40 million to $70 million each.
Economists long favored targeting people rather than places for government help. But that began to change as the shared growth of the immediate post-World War II era gave way to a more uneven pattern. Some hard-hit areas -- like former coal-mining towns and factory communities in the Midwest -- have now suffered for years with low employment rates and chronic social ills.
Wednesday's presidential visit to Milwaukee was part of an all-hands-on-deck administration effort to promote Biden's economic policies, as the president faces pressure to improve his poll numbers in coming months. Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen, for example, traveled to Elizabethtown, Ky., visiting Advanced Nano Products, a maker of materials used in electric-vehicle batteries.
White House officials distinguish Biden's approach from what they call the failed "trickle-down" policies of the past. Emphasizing low tax rates and deregulation, while trusting the market to allocate capital to worthy projects, resulted in growth that was markedly lopsided, they said.
An approach centered instead on leveraging the advantages of specific communities will narrow the regional divide in economic outcomes, the officials contend. Over the past few decades, as innovative technologies drove growth, jobs and wealth have become more concentrated in a few coastal cities while other areas languished.
Between 2005 and 2017, according to Brookings, about 90 percent of all high-tech jobs sprouted in five metro areas: Boston, San Francisco, San Jose, Seattle and San Diego.
Americans who once routinely moved in search of opportunity also became significantly less mobile as the high cost of housing in job-rich places often made relocation prohibitively expensive.
In 2022, just 8.7 percent of Americans moved -- close to an all-time low and down from more than 20 percent in the mid-1980s, according to the Census Bureau.
"The market failure, we think, is pretty clear," said a White House official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the initiative before it was formally announced.
Biden's approach seeks to help downtrodden communities by improving outdated roads, bridges and telecom connections; attracting private funds to invest alongside the government; and eliminating physical barriers to opportunities, such as the interstate highways that were plowed through many African American neighborhoods in the 1950s and 1960s.
Officials say they intend to "stack" or combine multiple federal initiatives in individual locations in hopes of overwhelming entrenched problems. In a recent speech, the director of the National Economic Council, Lael Brainard, cited Milwaukee and Allentown, Pa., as evidence of early success.
These place-based strategies echo moments from the nation's past, such as President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 1933 legislation establishing the Tennessee Valley Authority, which spurred regional development with electrification and flood control. In the 1960s, the Appalachian Regional Commission helped spur highway construction across one of the nation's poorest areas.
"TVA and ARC both worked. Of course, they were a sizable amount of resources," said Tim Bartik, senior economist with the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research.
Other geographically targeted initiatives have drawn more criticism. Trump's 2017 tax legislation created "Opportunity Zones," which were intended to benefit low-income areas. But critics said they facilitated investments that mostly would have happened in any case.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/03/13/biden-economy-milwaukee/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dollar Tree, Family Dollar plan to close 1,000 stores 
The discount retailer is moving to revamp its business with more food offerings and an array of merchandise in the $3 to $5 range.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-03-14

Dollar Tree announced plans Wednesday to shutter 970 Family Dollar stores and 30 Dollar Tree stores nationwide as it looks to overhaul its business. (Chase Castor for The Washington Post) 


Dollar Tree plans to shutter nearly 1,000 Family Dollar stores as the discount retailer moves to revamp its business by expanding its food aisles and array of merchandise in the $3 to $5 range.
The chain announced the move Wednesday, coming after it missed quarterly sales and profit targets amid heightened competition from such rivals as Dollar General and Temu for discretionary dollars. The change also reflects inflation-weary shoppers' continued focus on necessities; though consumer prices have cooled significantly since their mid-2022 peak, Americans are still shelling out more for groceries, gasoline and other essentials.
The company will close 600 Family Dollar locations in the first half of fiscal 2024. An additional 370 Family Dollar and 30 Dollar Tree stores will not renew their leases. The affected stores -- about 12 percent of Family Dollar locations -- racked up a net loss of "approximately $730 million on an annual run rate basis," chief executive Richard Dreiling said Wednesday during a call with investors.
"We took a thoughtful and deliberate approach to address underperforming stores by considering each individual store's performance, local operating environment, and our broader need for scale and operating efficiencies across the portfolio."
Shares tumbled on the news, closing down 14.2 percent.
Dollar Tree acquired Family Dollar in 2015 for $8.5 billion and has struggled to boost the brand to meet its flagship stores' appeal, said Neil Saunders, managing director of the analytics company GlobalData's retail division.
"Despite some recent investments in price and attempts to make stores more pleasant places to shop, Family Dollar remains a laggard in the value segment," he said in a statement. "Its core shoppers are not particularly loyal and tend to use it out of convenience more than anything else."
The Chesapeake, Va.-based chain, which operates about 16,774 stores in 48 states and five Canadian provinces, has fallen behind in the grocery segment -- a driver for consumers looking for cheap, quality products. Dollar stores have a limited selection, so they focus on popular brands and products with shorter shelf lives than those found in traditional supermarkets. Many food manufacturers sell specially made products, usually in smaller sizes, to meet the lower price points of such retailers.
Dollar Tree's chief competitor, Dollar General, recently announced plans to sell fresh fruits and vegetables at more than 5,000 stores, about a quarter of its locations. The chain has been growing rapidly: It has added more than 4,000 locations in the past five years, opening its 20,000th store last month.
Dreiling said that Dollar Tree is expanding its multi-price-point strategy in the food aisles and that it has "substantially completed the rollout of $3, $4, and $5 frozen and refrigerated items, which are now available in more than 6,500 stores." He did not specify if the same strategy was being applied at Family Dollar stores.
The company is taking notes from the value retailers Lidl and Aldi, which have expanded their U.S. footprints in recent years. Dreiling said the company is building out Family Dollar's private-label offerings, having added about 550 products under its in-house brand.
Dollar Tree's general-merchandise categories are also facing mounting competition from Chinese e-commerce websites such as Shein and Temu, which carry an expansive selection of inexpensive housewares, accessories and decor that people can order from the comfort of their own homes.
Meanwhile, Dollar Tree alone is seeing growth in its higher-income customer base, adding 3.4 million shoppers last year, most of whom are from households earning more than $125,000 a year, Dreiling said. The CEO credited the increased variety of products in stores and noted that the trend is true across the country.
The company was in the news last month after agreeing to pay more than $41.6 million to resolve a Justice Department investigation involving a rat-infested Family Dollar warehouse. The agency called it the largest-ever monetary criminal penalty in a food safety case.
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Whistleblower death compounds bad news for Boeing
A drumbeat of critiques and bad headlines have followed the storied American company for years.
By Ian Duncan, Lori Aratani | 2024-03-13

Boeing 787 Dreamliners under production at the Boeing manufacturing facility in North Charleston, S.C., on Dec. 13. (Logan Cyrus/AFP/Getty Images)


The death of a former Boeing employee who had raised concerns about lapses at a South Carolina factory has renewed attention on the aerospace giant's long history of facing allegations, from inside the company and from regulators, of the kinds of quality control issues that came to light after a piece of an Alaska Airlines jet fell off midflight in January.
Almost a decade ago, the company entered into a wide-ranging settlement with the Federal Aviation Administration in part over potentially dangerous debris left on Boeing jets, such as metal shavings and tools. Fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019 triggered other whistleblowers to come forward to Congress to allege that relentless production schedules were causing safety and quality risks at Boeing plants.
And the Jan. 5 Alaska Airlines incident, which investigators said was caused by the faulty installation of a door plug, has prompted a Justice Department investigation as well as fresh concerns from the FAA, which gave the company 90 days to fix numerous quality control issues discovered during an audit.
Boeing weathered a deep crisis after the crashes, which killed 346 people. But the drumbeat of bad news since then, which spiked with the January blowout, has significantly undermined the reputation of the aviation giant -- one of only two major manufacturers of airliners in the world and a vital player in the U.S. economy.
The fallout from the Alaska Airlines incident is now stretching into a third month with little prospect that the scrutiny from regulators, safety investigators and now federal prosecutors will let up soon. The company's stock has sagged since January, weighing on the finances of the century-old company.
"It has taken a long time to get this low, it will take a long time to haul out," said Nick Cunningham, an aerospace and defense analyst at the London-based Agency Partners. "It's not going to happen in a year."
Asked for a statement Tuesday, Boeing pointed to a recent email from Stan Deal, the head of Boeing's commercial aircraft division, who said in a message to the company's workforce Tuesday that progress was already being made. Boeing said in an early Tuesday statement that it was taking action based on the FAA's audit findings and putting together "a comprehensive action plan to strengthen safety and quality, and build the confidence of our customers and their passengers.
"We are squarely focused on taking significant, demonstrated action with transparency at every turn," the company said.

Michael Whitaker, administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, testifies before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation on Feb. 6. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


The FAA has not released the full results of the audit, but at a news conference Monday, FAA administrator Michael Whitaker said the findings went beyond paperwork issues, and included how workers tracked their tools to be sure they hadn't left any behind.
The underlying cause of problems on Boeing's production lines are not clear, but analysts and some former employees point to pressure to meet delivery schedules and, more recently, workforce turnover during the coronavirus pandemic.
Over the years, former company employees have come forward with concerns about what they viewed as sloppy work at Boeing's plants. The Senate Commerce Committee documented many of those issues in a December 2021 report after the Max crashes that was based on the accounts of seven whistleblowers. The whistleblowers included Ed Pierson, a former manager at the 737 factory, who alleged an unusual number of quality control problems at a plant under "relentless schedule pressure."
"Together, these allegations illustrate the importance of a course correction that puts safety first and listens to the voices of line engineers," Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), the committee's chairwoman, wrote in a letter the FAA at the time.
In the wake of the Alaska incident, even minor incidents involving Boeing planes have drawn outsize attention. So, too, did the death of John Barnett, the former employee who was discovered March 9 with what appeared to be a self-inflicted gunshot wound, the Charleston County coroner's office said in a statement. The Charleston City Police Department is investigating.
"We are saddened by Mr. Barnett's passing, and our thoughts are with his family and friends," Boeing said in a statement.
At some point after transferring from Washington to Boeing's 787 plant in South Carolina in 2010, Barnett, 62, filed a complaint with the FAA about metal shavings being left inside 787 jets during manufacturing, where they could sever electrical wiring. In 2017, the agency issued a directive requiring that those shavings be cleared out before the jets could be delivered to customers. The FAA said Tuesday the agency could not provide additional details without a Freedom of Information Act request.

Boeing 787s in North Charleston. (Juliette Michel/AFP/Getty Images)


Robert M. Turkewitz, one of Barnett's lawyers, said the former Boeing quality manager, who joined the company in 1985, was "as decent a person as you could imagine."
"He had high integrity, he was honest and he was as dedicated to making air travel safe," said Turkewitz, who along with Brian Knowles, has represented Barnett since 2017.
Barnett retired from Boeing that year -- a decade earlier than he had planned -- fearing that if he didn't leave, he'd be fired.
After leaving the company, Barnett also spoke out in public, sharing his concerns with the New York Times and taking part in a Netflix documentary on the Max crashes.
In the film, Barnett, wearing a light blue shirt, described how for years he felt proud to work at Boeing, saying the company was like a family and looked out for its employees. The company was responsive when employees identified problems, Barnett said, but the culture began to shift.
"So every time I'd raise my hand and say, hey, we got a problem here, they would attack the messenger," he told the filmmakers.
At the time of his death, Barnett was due to wrap up the final day of depositions ahead of a June trial date in another whistleblower case he filed against Boeing in 2017. In that complaint, Barnett alleged that the company punished him for raising concerns about production issues. Boeing denied that it retaliated against Barnett and sought to dismiss his claim. A 2022 order, however, denied the company's motion.
When he failed to show up Saturday at 10 a.m. for the final day of depositions in the case and didn't answer his cellphone or calls to his hotel room, his attorneys grew concerned. Turkewitz said hotel employees checked his room and then the hotel parking, finding his distinctive orange pickup truck was still parked there. Turkewitz said the hotel manager told him Barnett had been located and that EMS was on its way.
"We are shocked and devastated by what happened," Turkewitz said. "As a lawyer, nothing prepares you for something like this."
Keeping planes free of left-behind tools and parts has been an ongoing issue for the company, and was part of the reason for a 2015 settlement agreement between Boeing and the FAA. It involved the company paying $12 million penalty, and agreeing to make significant changes in its internal safety systems and practices. The problem was not eliminated. In 2019, the Air Force paused deliveries of a Boeing-made tanker over concerns about debris. In 2020, with the Max fleet still grounded after the crashes, Boeing disclosed that debris had been in the fuel tanks of undelivered jets.
Two safety issues disclosed in recent days could point to other problems at the company -- although both are in the early phases of being investigated.
Last week, the National Transportation Safety Board issued a preliminary report into an incident in which a United Airlines 737 Max experienced a stuck rudder pedal. Boeing said the problem was addressed by replacing three parts and that the plane was put back into service. The company said it was not aware of the issue occurring on any other Max, and had seen only two other instances on an older generation of 737s that shares the same pedal system.
And on Monday, 50 people were injured when a 787 operated by Chilean airline LATAM went into a sudden drop. The airline attributed the incident to a "technical event" but the cause remains under investigation.
The Justice Department probe, meanwhile, could complicate the resolution to a fraud charge against Boeing stemming from the crashes. Federal prosecutors are working with a grand jury to determine whether any of the issues connected to the Alaska blowout violate a deal authorities struck with Boeing in 2021 to allow the company to avoid charges. The deal had a 3-year term, but prosecutors must review whether Boeing fulfilled promises it made to strengthen its compliance programs to guard against fraud before dismissing the charges.
John C. Coffee, a professor of law and director of the Center on Corporate Governance at Columbia Law School, said the Justice Department faces a tough dilemma as it considers whether Boeing has met the terms of that 2021 agreement. A criminal prosecution could lead to layoffs or other repercussions for a company critical to the U.S. economy.
However, if Boeing is found not to have met the terms of the agreement, the company should not be given another chance, Coffee said.
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Murphy's, Kelly's, O'Malley's: Why so many Irish pubs have the same names
Like a Celtic font, a Guinness-branded umbrella or a four-leaf clover design, the name on a pub's facade can instantly mark it as Irish. But are Irish pub names in America as repetitive as they seem?
By Carson TerBush | 2024-03-14
If you find yourself in an Irish pub this St. Patrick's Day, chances are good it has an Irish surname above the door. And if that surname happens to be "Murphy," you'll be enjoying your Guinness in an establishment bearing the most popular Irish pub name in the United States.
Like a Celtic font, a Guinness-branded umbrella or a four-leaf clover design, the name on a pub's facade can instantly mark it as Irish. But are Irish pub names in America as repetitive as they seem? And where did this tradition comes from? To find out, we analyzed all U.S. restaurants and bars with the "Irish pub" label in Yelp's database.
The majority of U.S. Irish pubs include a first or last name -- Murphy's Pub, Kelly's Tavern or Molly's Pub & Carryout, for example. The remaining 43 percent of pubs that lacked a first or last name are a bit of an amalgamation. References include:
A smaller minority also referenced:
But people's names are far and away the defining characteristic of the U.S. Irish pub name, with two of the most popular -- Murphy and Paddy, short for Patrick -- topping the list.




The tradition of Irish pubs including surnames can be traced back to, well, Ireland. An 1872 law required all pubs to display the owner's name above the door, said Elizabeth Stack, the executive director of the American Irish Historical Society in New York City, to regulate alcohol sellers and make it easier to collect taxes while Ireland was under British control.
To this day, more than a quarter of Ireland's pubs include a first or last name. And it turns out these names aren't that different from the ones that show up in America, based on data from the Irish government.
Many of these pubs in Ireland have been passed down through generations. In fact, about 1 in 6 pubs in Ireland are owned or operated by someone whose name is on the pub.
Irish pubs are also historically community hubs -- places to chat, network and run errands. Many publicans in 19th-century Ireland doubled as grocers or even undertakers. "Drink is almost incidental," said Stack. "When you go to the bar, it's to meet up with people."
Starting the 1840s during the Great Hunger, an influx of Irish immigrants arrived in port cities such as New York and Boston. Irish pubs multiplied, and they quickly assumed a similar role as a neighborhood hub.
Pubs became centers of political discussion and sometimes places to vote in elections. "That role became very important when they moved to America," Stack said.




But at some point in the last couple of centuries, the perception of American Irish pubs shifted from a place of community to a rowdy place to get wasted.
Stereotypes suggesting Irish people are prone to alcoholism have a long history, used to justify British rule over Ireland and to fuel anti-immigration sentiments in 19th-century America. While St. Patrick's Day is now marketed as a big drinking holiday, pubs in Ireland would close on March 17 as recently as the 1970s, Stack said, as it was a "holy day of obligation."
"To see [pubs] known all across America essentially just as a place where you go and do shots and get drunk or whatever, that really bothers me," said Jack McGarry, co-founder of the Dead Rabbit in New York.
McGarry, who was born in Ireland, is frustrated by the stereotypical and inauthentic nature of many American Irish pubs -- a phenomenon he refers to as "paddywhackery." "The leprechauns and the 'top of the morning to you,' 'The Quiet Man' ... this is not our culture."
Such paddywhackery may include pub owners selecting less "authentic" names, perhaps referencing shamrocks, leprechauns or shenanigans. While these might signal Irishness to an American audience, they don't signal quality, McGarry said.
Partly to combat these stereotypes -- and partly to sell more beer -- a cohort of employees working at Guinness in the '90s came up with the Irish pub concept, an effort to foster the growth of Irish pubs internationally by providing an informational website and other resources.
"We took note of the fact that we were selling a lot of Guinness in those pubs," said Donal Ballance, who worked at Guinness when the Irish pub concept was founded. "One of our group came up with this brilliant idea that we would form an advisory council of marketers, Irish pub designers, contractors and so on to see if we could actually help investors who wanted to open Irish pub abroad." In the decades since, he's helped open more than 120 Irish pubs in North America as an independent business consultant.
An adjacent venture called the Irish Pub Company takes it a step further, sending building materials and interior decor from Ireland across the globe and making it easier than ever to open up a new "Murphy's." You pick from six pub styles and essentially have an Irish pub shipped to your door. But McGarry argues these templated efforts to import Irish wood paneling and lighting don't go far if pub owners lack a commitment to authenticity in other areas: food, drink, and of course, name.
Darren Fagan agrees, and considers it part of his job as a senior project manager at the Irish Pub Company to help his clients select a name and a backstory. "Irish pubs are not just about aesthetics, they're about the soul," Fagan said.

The exterior of the Dead Rabbit pub in New York. The pub is named after a 19th-century Irish American gang that was active in the neighborhood where the pub now stands. (Nicholas Lee Ruiz)



The interior of the Dead Rabbit pub in New York. Co-founder Jack McGarry said he worked with contemporary Irish artists to commission much of the art on the walls. (Liz Clayman)


McGarry's pub, the Dead Rabbit, is named after a 19th-century Irish American gang that frequented the New York neighborhood where the pub now stands.
"The group was associated with a lot of nefarious activities and crime and that type of stuff," McGarry said. "But when you pull back the layers, they were principally created to protect and advance Irish immigrants. And that's really the focus of the story that we try to tell today: We protect and advance the contemporary Irish story."
Fagan said when a pub's name is meaningful, it can contribute to a pub's success. When a pub leans on a stereotypical or silly name, it might be less likely to succeed -- like with one client he worked with in the past.
"It was called the Loafing Leprechaun, and I could not convince him to change the name," Fagan said. "I just shook my head and thought, 'Oh, my God, what's happening here?' He lasted about three years."




Yelp provided a data set of all restaurants in its database tagged by business owners or Yelp users as Irish pubs that were open and active as of July 2023. We found data for pubs in Ireland from the Irish government's records of active liquor licenses in 2023, specifically those with a publican's license. When analyzing specific surnames, we combined those with slight spelling variations, such as O'Brien and O'Bryan, O'Neill and O'Neil, or Kelly and Kelley, into one category.
Illustrations by Elizabeth von Oehson. Copy-editing by Sue Doyle, whose surname is the 8th most common included in pub names in Ireland. Reporting and graphics by Carson TerBush, whose family names include O'Brien and Sullivan, both of which made the Top 20.
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My friend is rich now. I can't relate to her. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-03-14

(Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Light and refreshing, low-intervention wines let grapes take the lead
The hands-off approach guides the grapes to express their varietal character and terroir.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-03-14

Brianne Day, of Day Wines in Oregon, uses legacy grapes and a light touch to create wines whose flavors are absolutely new. (Josh Chang/Day Wines)


Talk to winemakers and you're likely to hear the phrase "low intervention." It describes a hands-off style in which a winemaker guides the grapes into expressing their varietal character and the terroir rather than beating them into submission to fit a preconceived idea of what wine should taste like.
"Low intervention" -- sometimes referred to as "minimalist" -- may become the next big marketing buzzword for wine, but it reflects a stylistic shift away from dense, highly extracted trophy wines, meant to impress, toward lighter wines, meant to refresh. It's also a generational change, as younger winemakers challenge the rules and preconceptions their parents poured into the glass. It echoes the "less is more" philosophy of natural wine practitioners without adopting that movement's acceptance of technical flaws.
Brianne Day's winery is a modest facility along Route 99W north of Dundee, in Oregon's Willamette Valley. Heading south from Portland, you have to do a U-turn, and even then it's easy to miss the entrance to her parking lot. But Day Wines is worth searching out.
Day, 44, found wine through Jehovah's Witnesses. Raised in a religious family, she chose at age 19 to do her ministry in Italy. "I got very distracted by everything there," she says, especially Italy's food and wine and the conviviality of their enjoyment. In her 20s, she traveled through Europe, learning about wine and cuisine. Back in Portland, she founded her wine label in 2012, while working at several wineries in the Willamette Valley and simultaneously at jobs in distribution, at restaurants, and even with a barrel maker. She decided she wanted to make low-intervention wines priced affordably enough that restaurants could offer them by the glass.
"In my travels I realized that wines made with organic farming, minimalist winemaking and native fermentation" -- without added yeast -- "were the wines I responded to the most," Day told me when I visited her at her winery last summer.
But back in the States, "I saw a method that was very predefined and methodical," she said. No matter the quality of the vintage, the grapes were destemmed, cold-soaked for extraction, dosed with sulfur dioxide and had nutrients and yeast added. The wine was warmed and cooled, all at specified times, to bring out certain characteristics.
"It's a recipe-driven method devised to create predictable results year to year, without much vintage variation," she said.
She wanted a more hands-off approach. "Low intervention means stepping in when a wine needs a minor correction, but mostly being strategic about picking, processing and fermentation to minimize the need for corrections," Day said.
There's also a style difference. "I'm not going for chewy and extracted wines," she says. "I want lighter balance in my reds." She likes "chillable reds" that are juicier and fruitier than we are used to.
And the grapes -- Day seeks out legacy varieties from Oregon's experimental days, before winemakers settled mostly on pinot noir and chardonnay. In Dazzles of Light, she blends melon de bourgogne (the grape of France's muscadet) and sauvignon blanc with chardonnay into a compelling, tropical and flowery white that defies comparison to any benchmark wine. It's totally new. Lemonade Rose is not made from lemons -- it was her response to the wildfires that devastated the Willamette Valley in 2020. "I bought every grape I contracted for and did what I could with them," she says. She took the lemons life gave her and made a wine that was picked up by Whole Foods Market and is now entering wider distribution with subsequent vintages. Infinite Air Castles combines gamay and dolcetto into an Oregon echo of Beaujolais.
Phil Plummer, winemaker at Montezuma Winery in New York's Finger Lakes, has always been resourceful. While studying bioinformatics at Rochester Institute of Technology, he discovered that the hospitality program's wine appreciation courses were open to underage students. "Then I realized that you could buy all the things needed to make wine even if you're underage, so I had an underground winery in my dorm room," he says. Now 38, he's been tinkering with wine ever since.

Phil Plummer of Montezuma Winery in Seneca Falls, N.Y., has started a discussion group with fellow Finger Lakes winemakers to explore low-intervention winemaking. (Rima Brindamour/Montezuma Winery)


Montezuma, in Seneca Falls, is a bit of a detour from the usual Finger Lakes wine route. That suits Plummer fine, as it gives him freedom to play.
"These are the wines I'd be making if no one was paying attention and no one was paying me to make other wines," Plummer said as he poured me tastes of some of the most oddly compelling wines I'd tried in years. There was a sparkling lemberger (rhubarb in a glass) and a pet-nat of diamond, a native white variety. He fermented saperavi on riesling skins to give it lift and tannin.
"This one's a weird one," he said as he poured a skin-fermented traminette in its cloudy, citrusy glory. "It's like you opened a can of mandarin oranges and sprinkled five-spice powder on top." Well, they do call them orange wines.
Plummer's style is intuitive. "I want to make wine the way Luke Skywalker blew up the Death Star," he explains. "Take the instruments away and go by instinct."
While embracing the low-intervention moniker, Plummer sees the irony. "Winemaking is itself an intervention," he says. "There's a lot about these wines that sounds really cool in a wine bar but doesn't mean anything in a winery. Is there a way to define what we find compelling about these wines and figure out how to chase that?"
Last year, Plummer gathered a group of fellow Finger Lakes winemakers to discuss ideas and explore the low-intervention concept. "We're more or less letting the fruit lead the dance and following it as far as we can afford to without grabbing control," he explains.
"The nature of winemaking is such that we have to wait a year before we put our ideas into practice, but it's obvious to me that we're getting better with every vintage," he said. "The wines we're making in these styles, even the dirty ones, are some of the most compelling I've had a chance to work with. I think I'll be following this rabbit hole for a while."
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At $14, this Napa red wine is an outstanding value for casual sipping
Plus, an Italian red and a California sauvignon blanc for this week's sips.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-03-14

FROM LEFT: R Collection by Raymond Lot No. 5 Field Blend 2020; Legend Sauvignon Blanc 2023; Tenimenti Leone Tera de Leone Cesanese 2021. (Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


Let's kick things off this week with an affordable California red blend as well as a red from central Italy. Plus, California sauvignon blanc is enjoying a renaissance. Here's one from Paso Robles that channels the Bordeaux style and captures its citrus character without the herbal grassy notes we commonly associate with the grape.
California, $14
The R Collection is a line of wines from Napa Valley's Raymond Vineyards meant to be affordably priced. The Field Blend combines cabernet sauvignon, petite sirah, petit verdot, zinfandel and merlot into a smooth, ripe, slightly sweet red, fine for casual sipping or to wash down burgers or takeout kebabs. Alcohol by volume: 13.5 percent. Bottle weight: 555 grams (Average).
Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage Group.
Paso Robles, Calif., $18
Grassy and herbal, yet ripe, this organic sauvignon blanc from Paso Robles echoes Bordeaux with its richness, rather than the raciness of the Loire Valley or the spiciness of New Zealand. Kiwi and star fruit flavors abound, seasoned with lime, lemongrass and ginger. This teeters on the edge of overripeness, but with so much going on, it succeeds. Made with organic grapes. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 475 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Craft Wines.
Lazio, Italy, $25
Cesanese, a grape variety from Lazio, the region around Rome, had a boomlet about 20 years ago as a tremendous value that could be had for under $10 a bottle. No longer a bargain, cesanese now offers sophisticated red wine to match with grilled or braised red meat. The label lists the alcohol at 15 percent, but the wine doesn't taste hot. ABV: 15 percent. BW: 510 grams (Average).
Imported by Banville Wine Merchants. Distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants and Artisans and Vines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/03/14/napa-red-wine-value/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



My 7-year-old and 4-year-old keep swearing. How do we get them to stop?
Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
By Meghan Leahy | 2024-03-14

(The Washington Post)


Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, who writes the parenting advice column for The Post takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
Join Meghan every other Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, for a live chat to answer questions from parents trying to raise kids of any age. Send us your question or dilemma and try to provide as much context as possible. They will answer as many submissions as they can during the hour-long chat. Some questions may turn into Meghan's column for The Post.
Stuck on what to ask? Here are a few good examples:
Submit your questions below. The box includes a space for your name, but providing it is optional. Questions may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Ask Sahaj: I resent that my parents have relied on me my entire life. I'm so tired.
She resents that she's been helping her parents with so much since she was a child.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-03-14

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj, I need to reframe my relationship with my aging parents. Growing up, they needed a lot from me. As immigrants, they depended on me, their only child, to navigate places and issues that were beyond me, and I was left to take care of most things on my own -- school, college apps, getting my first apartment. They just weren't able to help with those things. They also needed me to regulate their near-constant anxiety. To make them feel safe (so that I could feel safe), I had to be problem-free, with no negative emotions, no challenges, no needs. It ran so deep I never told them about the abuse I suffered from another family member. My parents took care of my material needs with generosity. I know they loved me the best they could and made a lot of sacrifices. Still, being their guide and emotional support wore me out.
The problem is when I visit my parents or they visit me now. I realize that they are elderly and have lots of needs. But I feel angry and resentful every time I have to provide guidance or explanation or reasons they can relax. It's exhausting and it's no longer my job. It never was. I feel like I can't just help my parents like a normal adult child. I battle my own deep sorrow at having taken care of them and received little care myself. It's making me stay away from them even as their needs increase. I guess what I'm asking for is a way to look at it all differently so that I don't feel angry when they bring me their phone to fix or ask me to explain why their car seems to run out of gas so quickly. Helping them feels so heavy from my past, but I'd really like it not to.
-- Distant Daughter
Distant Daughter: It's not uncommon for children of immigrants like you to be parentified, or given responsibilities that your parents should have handled. In being mature, self-sufficient or doing adultlike things at a young age, you learned to reject your own needs. Instead, your parents' emotional safety and security superseded your own -- even at the cost of keeping abuse a secret. It's true that your parents probably do love you and they probably did do their best, but this rationalization still ignores the impact their behaviors had on you.
While you may be taking space from your parents, it's clear that this, on its own, isn't actually making you feel better. Instead, it may actually be deepening your resentment and anger. It's possible that in being so preoccupied with what your parents feel, or have needed from you, over the years, you have developed an extreme disconnection from your own feelings and needs.
Things feel "heavy" because you are still carrying so much. What can you release? Often when we're angry, we are actually masking a more vulnerable, primary emotion. I encourage you to take some time to sit with your emotions, and try to identify what else you are feeling. Maybe you're disappointed? Or feel abandoned? Or struggle with how unjust and unilateral the relationship is? Make space for these feelings to breathe. Let them tell you what you need right now.
There is an inner, younger version of you who desperately wants to be loved and cared for. Research suggests that parentification can be a form of emotional neglect. Since your parents didn't, and can't, meet your emotional needs, how can you find other relationships to depend on? Or a professional you can work with to process these experiences, including your past abuse if you have yet to? Consider how you can tend to, and reparent, your inner child. This may be sitting with your feelings, writing a letter to younger you, or looking at older photos of yourself and giving yourself the compassion and emotional validation you didn't get.
If you want to "look at it all differently," you'll have to start to approach things differently. Right now you've been approaching your relationship with your parents focusing solely on them. Parentified children often become extreme people-pleasing adults, and you want to challenge the narrative that you are only worthy when you are being useful to your parents. How can you integrate other things into your relationship -- like being more open about your life, or doing an activity to maintain quality time but minimize chances of helping them with something?
Even more, be honest about how you are enabling this dynamic. You want to help your parents like a "normal" adult child, but I'd encourage you to explore what "normal" helping looks like. Consider, too, if there is a workable boundary you can create for yourself. This could be decreasing how much you talk to them, being less immediately available, or even providing resources to help them learn and do the very things they want you to do for them. By setting boundaries, you stop engaging with your parents from a depleted state.
It's clear you care for your parents and don't want to lose the relationship with them entirely, but in order to help them, you have to be able to help yourself too. This will help you decide what you want to do, not out of obligation or fear of abandonment, but out of genuine care.
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This farro and sausage stew is the easiest one-pot meal I know
Savory sausage, nutty farro and fresh kale form the base of a stew worth gathering around.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-03-14

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Hi all! I'll be filling in as your humble Eat Voraciously writer for the next few months while Daniela Galarza is on leave. When the team reached out to me about occupying this very important role, it felt so harmonious. I am all about everything Eat Voraciously is all about.
For anyone unfamiliar with my work, I am a longtime cookbook author, a proud home cook who writes for other home cooks. This means that I value the structure and scaffolding of recipes, but I also encourage riffing on them and making them work for you and your household.
If something calls for one kind of vinegar and you don't have it, I really would prefer you not waste time or money going to the store. Use whatever type of vinegar you have or a squeeze of lemon. I appreciate recipes that don't require too much prep work or dirtying too many dishes. If I can tell you when to get away with using one bowl rather than two, I'll let you know.
I know that cooking at home, especially the relentless task of figuring out what to make for dinner multiple times a week, is undervalued labor. I know cooking doesn't start at the cutting board. It starts with keeping a mental inventory of what everyone you're cooking for likes (and doesn't like), remembering what ingredients need to be used up, determining the best and most affordable way to get the ingredients you need, then, sure, cooking, but also putting away leftovers, figuring out what to do with them, and cleaning up. Does anyone else feel as if each time they begin to empty their dishwasher, they had just emptied their dishwasher? Asking for a friend ...
Spelling this all out is not in an effort to dissuade anyone from cooking at home (really!), but to tell you that I see you and feel for you. Making dinner might not seem like a big deal, but I think it is. It is a big deal to feed yourself and the people who rely on you. I think you're doing something important. And I'm here to help.
I was thinking about all of this even more than usual this past weekend, when I traveled to Ohio to visit my brother, sister-in-law, 8-year-old niece, and my brand-new nephew. Whenever I visit them, I always find myself in their kitchen.
Cooking is my way of telling the people I love that I love them. And in my brother's family at this very moment, it's also how I can offer tangible care. When it comes to what I make to extend this love and comfort, I seek out recipes that offer tons of adaptability. This way, I can tailor what I'm making to whomever I am making it for. I know no better way to tell my loved ones that I am paying attention to what their needs are.
Get the recipe: Farro, Kale and Sausage Stew.
A riff on a recipe from my last cookbook, "Simply Julia," this comforting stew features savory sausage, nutty farro and fresh kale. It comes together quickly, and it's also very flexible. You can easily make it vegetarian (just skip the sausage and use vegetable broth instead of chicken broth), you can use any type of fresh greens in place of the kale (spinach, chopped collards, mustard greens, whatever), and you can top it with a fried egg, a spoonful of ricotta, a drizzle of chile oil and more. Gluten-free? Substitute brown rice or quinoa for the farro. (If using brown rice, just cook it longer.)

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


If you want more of a kick, use hot Italian sausage or add a large pinch of red pepper flakes during the sauteing portion of cooking. Want meat but not sausage? Substitute a pound of ground beef, pork, turkey, chicken or lamb. As I mentioned, you can skip the sausage if you're vegetarian, but you can also add a cup of green lentils and let them simmer with the farro until they're soft, and/or add a can of drained-and-rinsed chickpeas. If you have homemade broth around, go ahead and use it! If you don't, I suggest trying Better Than Bouillon dissolved in boiling water. It's what I always use (not just in this recipe, but also in general), because it tastes good and is easy.
Whether you follow the recipe exactly or employ any of these variations, please don't skip the fresh lemon juice and zest at the end, an addition I stumbled on. I had a little of this stew left in my fridge, not quite enough for a meal. I also had a small container of chickpea and spinach soup I had recently made that was full of lemon juice and zest, also not quite enough for a full meal. I decided to combine the two in a pot. The sum of the parts was extraordinary, and now I can't imagine the farro stew without that hit of brightness at the very end.
A final note about this simple recipe: It freezes beautifully. I mention this so you can consider making a double batch and freezing some for your future self, or maybe giving a container to a neighbor, friend or family member who needs a little extra support, whether they just welcomed a child or had to say goodbye to someone. This stew allows you to extend that comfort to yourself and whomever you'd like to share it with.
Get the recipe: Farro, Kale and Sausage Stew
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7 paint colors that will give your bedroom a soothing vibe
Pros share their favorite shades for a relaxing and cozy space -- and none of them are blue.
By Kathryn O'Shea Evans | 2024-03-14
I once made a grave mistake in my bedroom: I painted the walls a rich juniper green. I thought it would summon Ivy League library vibes, but instead it instantly cast a sickly light on my pale skin. The color was a depressant on sight and made me look like a Victorian-era tuberculosis victim: wan and bilious.
I learned my lesson. These days, my bedroom is dressed in Wind's Breath by Benjamin Moore, a serene shade that plays well with any complexion and makes my shoulders drop the moment I see it.
"Color can have such a large impact on how we feel in a space," says Bailey Todd, owner and designer at White Cliff Studio in St. Louis.
San Diego designer Tiffani Baumgart agrees: "I stay away from energizing colors in the bedroom. This is the time to help calm, not activate, the mind."
That doesn't mean, though, that you're limited to blues. Any color that helps you feel Zen will work. "Thirty years ago, I rented my first house in the Hamptons, which was a rickety old Victorian," says Darren Henault, a designer in New York. "It hadn't been painted in ages, so the landlady let me have at it. I did the entire thing up in [Benjamin Moore Popcorn Kernel]. It's a strong but buttery yellow that changes hue with the light of the day."
We asked designers to share their favorite paint colors for the bedroom. Here are their answers, ranging from rich terra cotta to peppy pistachio.

A bedroom painted in Sherwin-Williams Macadamia. (Kip Dawkins/Shoe Heel Factory)



Sherwin-Williams Macadamia. (Sherwin-Williams)


Richmond designer Sara Hillery goes for a calming flat finish paint in sleeping quarters, often in shades of vanilla. (Sherwin-Williams Macadamia is a go-to.)
"A midrange beige paint color can bring warmth into a bedroom and help establish a cozy and grounding environment," says Hillery, who also notes that this sandstone-like hue can help you feel more connected to nature.

Behr Seaside Villa used in a bedroom designed by Sarah Storms. (Brittany Ambridge/OTTO)



Behr Seaside Villa. (Behr Paint)


"For this Colonial home in New Jersey, we used Behr's Seaside Villa, a beautiful warmer pink that has a slight yellow and tan undertone," says Sarah Storms of Maplewood, N.J., design firm Styled by Storms. "It's definitely not a blue-toned pink, which can get too sweet and juvenile quickly. Dustier, warmer pinks have a softness and warmth that is great in a bedroom, and it's also a color that plays nicely with neutrals."
Storms selected an eggshell finish, which doubles as a concealer for subtly flawed finishes. "The home's original plaster walls will always have some waviness; an eggshell finish helps blur those imperfections."

Sherwin-Williams Sage Green Light in a bedroom designed by Connie Vernich. (Emily Followill)



Sherwin-Williams Sage Green Light. (Sherwin-Williams)


"I love grayed-down greens for a bedroom," says Connie Vernich of Vernich Interiors in Nashville. She adds that colors often intensify at scale on a wall -- and when they're hit by sunlight. "If a green is not toned down, the color can be too intense, so I try to look for greens on a color chart that have a lot of gray in them. A deep grayed-down green like Sherwin-Williams Sage Green [Light] is my perfect go-to color. When mixed with a vintage rug and some wool plaids or stripes, you have a beautiful setting for relaxation, reading and, of course, sleeping."

Farrow & Ball Red Earth in a bedroom designed by Zoe Feldman. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg)



Farrow & Ball Red Earth. (Farrow & Ball)


It's counterintuitive, but sometimes a deep color with some red in it can be incredibly soothing. Take Farrow & Ball's Red Earth, a favorite of D.C. designer Zoe Feldman. "Faded terra cotta in the bedroom is warm, ethereal and just the right amount of moody," she says. "It feels light and bright during the day but relaxing at night." Here, she also applied it in a bedroom vestibule, where it sets the tone for the rest of the suite "and gives off a flattering glow." Pair it with a light-toned pink trim color, she says, for maximum effect.

Farrow & Ball Pigeon in a bedroom designed by Bailey Todd. (A Design Partnership)



Farrow & Ball Pigeon. (Farrow & Ball)


Pigeon is a little like a Goldilocks shade: not too bright, not too black. "During the day, it doesn't feel dark and gloomy, but at night it darkens a lot, making for the perfect slumber," Todd says. "It feels organic and soft, creating more of an enveloping feel when you color-drench your bedroom." Todd is using it in a project that's nearing completion. "Each time I'm in this room, it feels like I'm wrapped in cashmere, and I could light a candle and relax with my cup of tea."

Farrow & Ball Skimming Stone in a bedroom designed by Katie McCaffrey. (James Carriere/McCaffrey Design Group)



Farrow & Ball Skimming Stone. (Farrow & Ball)


"One of my favorite restful colors for a bedroom is Farrow & Ball's Skimming Stone in a matte finish," says Katie McCaffrey, owner and principal of McCaffrey Design Group in San Francisco. "It's a wonderful warm gray that feels like a classy cashmere sweater for your walls." The color's sophistication factor is a big plus for McCaffrey, who deems it one of her all-time-favorite bedroom neutrals. "It plays great with just about any accent color as well. ... It really makes a wonderful backdrop for art."

Benjamin Moore Coconut Grove in a bedroom designed by the firm Kirsten Kelli. (Max Kim-bee)



Benjamin Moore Coconut Grove. (Benjamin Moore)


Kirsten Fitzgibbons and Kelli Ford of the firm Kirsten Kelli used Benjamin Moore Coconut Grove in a high-gloss lacquer finish to create a warm and artful vibe in a Dallas bedroom. "Coconut Grove creates the most serene backdrop to any bedroom, as it is cozy and fresh at the same time," Ford says. "The color looks great day or night ... the ultimate oasis."
Kathryn O'Shea-Evans is a design and travel writer in Colorado.
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Miss Manners: I put my elbow on the table at a restaurant. A stranger corrected me.
Letter writer was chastised for resting their injured elbow on the dinner table.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-03-14
Dear Miss Manners: While dining alone at a family-friendly restaurant a couple of days ago, I was resting my forearm on the table as I ate my salad. I grew up in a family where we were reminded to keep our elbows off the table, and I still follow that rule when with family or friends. But I'm not as conscious of the rule when eating alone.
Quite a number of years ago, my elbow was broken in a car accident and never healed correctly. The way it healed, it doesn't comfortably rest in my lap. It's more comfortable resting on the edge of the table, so I do this when there's no one to offend.
At the table closest to me was a family with three kids, probably between 8 and 12 years old. I heard one of the kids comment to their mother, "SHE has her elbow on the table." I didn't realize that SHE was me until the mother actually leaned toward me and said, "You know it's impolite to put your elbows on the table when dining."
I could have told her it was impolite to check her phone while dining, but I didn't notice she was doing that until later. I just said, "Then I guess it's a good thing I'm dining alone and not with you." It's bothered me since then, and I'm now wondering if the rule about resting my arm on the table applies even when I'm dining alone -- or at least where others can see me. Should I have said something other than what I said? I don't think I was doing anything wrong. Do you?
The medical exemption is not the issue here. Rather, it is the mother's attempt to teach her children manners by being blatantly rude to you. What she could have said to her child was, "She is an adult, and it is impolite to criticize other people's manners." Of course, she might have had to add " ... unless you happen to be their mother."
By instead confronting you, she not only set a terrible example, but provoked you to defend yourself. Miss Manners cannot agree with your response, although she accepts its practicality; an offended "I beg your pardon!" would likely have invited further rudeness.
Dear Miss Manners: How should I respond when uninvited guests, a family of four, ask what they can bring for a holiday meal? We did host them last year, after they were pushed on us. I am guessing they now feel they have an open invitation. We have a modest home and will be hosting 13 total without this extra four.
"Oh, I'm sorry, we're not giving quite the same party this year."
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: His version of respect for women results in few second dates
Is he acting like a jerk if he doesn't give women "special treatment," like holding doors and picking up checks?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-03-14

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared Feb. 3, 2010.
Hi, Carolyn: I am 29 and single. I have a very strong mother, who raised me to treat women with respect. I was taught women are strong, intelligent and independent. And that women don't need any special treatment.
When I go on dates, I treat them that way. I respect them, but I don't offer to hold their door open or always take my car. I ask if they want to drive. And I always split the check rather than pay for them. I think it's insulting to think women are fragile and we need to treat them as if they are.
As you can imagine, I don't get very many second dates. And most of my female friends say I act like a jerk. Am I a jerk? Should I change my way of thinking, or stay strong to my beliefs -- and remain single?
-- B. from Maine
B. from Maine: Your mother instilled in you some valuable beliefs, but either she or you fashioned them into a needlessly blunt instrument.
Dates have nothing to do with scoring political points. If you ask someone to dinner, you pay. Not because your dinner companion is financially dependent upon you, but because you are the host and the pleasure of someone's company is more than worth paying the tab.
If you get to a door first, you hold it for the next person. Not because that person is too frail to handle the door, but because it's the courteous thing to do.
If you are amenable to giving your companion a ride, then you offer a ride.
Note that none of these is gender-specific. Each is one person showing kindness to another -- and people of all varieties appreciate kindness, even (especially?) the strong, intelligent and independent ones.
You have female friends, so presumably you enjoy their company. So, dating women needn't be any more complicated than your friendships. Try being kind, not right. See if that helps.
Dear Carolyn: One of my friends has had fibromyalgia for the past year. It makes me sad, and so I like to find alternative treatments and cures and tell her about them. She's gotten really annoyed with me for doing this, but I am only trying to help, and I think she should be more willing to listen to what I've found. She has a doctor she sees regularly and takes medication, but I don't know why she brushes it off when I give her my advice. I feel really unappreciated and am starting to wonder if she even wants to feel better.
-- California
California: She takes medication and has a doctor she sees regularly!
Would you please respect this as her way of handling her illness, and stop trying to force your way down her throat, just to make yourself feel better?
Wanting to help works only if you also want to listen -- that's what makes your efforts about her illness, and not your sadness.
Her message to you is that she doesn't find "alternative treatments and cures" helpful. On behalf of everyone who is struggling with health problems, and who therefore doesn't need to take on a whole other battle against unwanted advice and suggestions about their own body, please don't presume to judge anyone's drive to be well.
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Ask Amy: Can I ask my 30-year-old son why he's single?
A curious mom wonders why her son never says anything about his dating life. Should she ask him?
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-03-14
Dear Amy: Our 30-year-old son, "Thomas," has a great job, is well-adjusted, and has many friends. Thomas is outgoing and goes out with groups of friends, some of whom are married. He is not dating anyone and hasn't "dated" (that we know of) since high school (i.e. going to proms, dances, etc.).
Thomas and I have a close relationship and talk about most any topic, except his lack of dating or of having a special someone in his life. I want to ask him why he doesn't date, but I don't want to put him on the spot in case that is not something he wants to talk about with his mother.
My husband is not a very good communicator and I think if he asked our son this question, it would be a very awkward conversation for both of them. My husband and I joke to him that we need some grandchildren soon (he is our only child) and we all laugh it off without any real responses.
If Thomas is happy not being in a relationship or dating, that is fine, as he seems very happy with everything else in life. It seems odd to me that he and I can talk about most other things, and yet I never bring this topic up to him. We did superficially discuss dating when he was in high school, but nothing since. Should I bring this topic up to him (and how should I phrase it), or should I let our overall good relationship continue the way it is?
-- Curious Mother
Curious: You say that if your son "Thomas" is happy and well-adjusted without having a "special someone" in his life, you'd be fine with that. According to you, he is happy and well-adjusted. And now it is time for you to be fine with that. Bugging your son to provide you with grandchildren is obnoxious. It's also not funny, even though he graciously laughs it off.
The possibilities here are:
He is gay and choosing to keep this from you.
He is dating lots of people (women, men, or both), but not telling you about it because he fears you'll start advocating for marriage and grandchildren.
He's asexual and/or not at all interested in partnering up, and is moving through this stage of his life happily on his own.
Or he's out there looking, but he doesn't want to discuss it with his parents because he is a grown man and has lots of other people to discuss his romantic life with.
I think the way to open up this topic (and also lay it to rest) would be for you to say to him, "I'm sorry for those times we've bugged you about having grandchildren. I hope that hasn't made you too uncomfortable. I also hope that if you ever have a 'special someone' in your life, you'll let us know."
Dear Amy: I am a widow and after my husband's death I became friendly with a man who knew my late husband. "Frank" has helped me out with some business matters, and I've grown to really like him.
After talking by phone, texting, and going out for dinner (where we both seemed to have a great time), out of a clear blue sky Frank said, "It's going on three years since your husband died." What does this mean? Is he saying it's time to move ahead in this relationship, or is he maybe saying that it's time to stop seeing each other?
We are both adults and single. I'd appreciate your directions.
-- Wondering Widow
Wondering: Here are my directions: Turn to your right. Find your phone. Use it to ask "Frank" to do something nonbusiness related. I suggest that you float the idea of grabbing a coffee and going for a walk in the park, because that's what worked for me the last time I asked a man out. This may seem like a terrifying thing to do, but if you're ready to get back out there, a little bravery is called for. I hope you'll follow up.
Dear Amy: I see it is getting close to wedding season. Every year I look forward to all of the questions about bridesmaids, showers, in-laws, etc., in your column. Many of them seem so silly! I'm relieved that I don't have to go through this again (I hope!).
-- A Fan
Fan: Oh yes. Fielding these annual questions is like standing in front of a confetti bomb.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Celebrate Pi Day with these 14 sweet, savory and special pie recipes
A collection of sweet and savory pies to celebrate Pi Day on March 14.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2024-03-13
My first love was math. I went to a math and science boarding school, studied systems engineering and finance in college and graduate school, and even worked on Wall Street for a couple of years before jumping into the world of food. All that to say -- I have a long relationship with pi.
For the math-averse, pi is an irrational number (as in can't be represented by a fraction) used in geometry formulas, such as the area of a circle. This means when written in decimal form it continues on to infinity, but it is often shortened to just two decimal places: 3.14. Hence, Pi Day is celebrated on March 14.
Taking into account the mathematical constant's relation to circles and it being a homonym to pie -- one of my other loves -- baking and eating them is a great way to honor the holiday. Should you like to celebrate, here are 14 recipes to get your sweet or savory pie fix, or you can search our database for even more options.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This layered pie is a mashup between a coconut cream pie and a banana cream pie with fried ripe plantains in a dulce de leche sauce filing in for the bananas. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Spaghetti forms the crust of this pie filled with sausage, vegetables, tomato sauce and cheese. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This recipe from food writer Eitan Bernath features a salted shortbread cookie crust with a smooth, tangy lemon custard filling. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


The name alone sold me on this recipe. A peanut butter brownie baked inside a pretzel crust -- what's not to love? Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


While I generally wouldn't recommend making a tomato dish out of season, I'll make an exception for this one. That's because the first step is to roast the tomatoes, which helps to intensify their flavor. On top of that, the cheddar-parmesan pie crust, plus the cheese filling, pack this recipe with tons of flavor, no matter the time of year. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


This no-bake pie channels the flavors of the beloved classic sundae. You can make your own caramel sauce or save time by using store-bought. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This recipe relies on phyllo dough to save you from the hassle of making a traditional pie crust. If you don't plan to serve  all the pies at once, refrigerate the remaining filling and then assemble and bake the pot pies the second or third day for the best texture. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


With 6 1/2 pounds of apples, this pie has a bountiful amount of spiced fruit filling. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Store-bought phyllo dough forms the crust for this pie, making it great for those who don't want to worry about a traditional pie crust. This open-faced pie is filled with spinach, herbs and tangy feta cheese. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Extra nutty, thanks to brown butter, and with just the right amount of sweetness, this is the pecan pie of my dreams. One taste, and you'll be dreaming about it, too. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Nicola Davis for The Washington Post )


This vegan pot pie recipe relies on miso for a hit of umami to the filling, and includes beans for extra protein. You can make your own vegan pie crust using vegan butter in the related recipe for Flaky Pie Dough, or save time with a store-bought one. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle For The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


This sweet potato pie recipe features a press-in crust starring almond and shredded coconut. If you like, top the pie with flaked coconut and crystallized ginger for an extra punch of flavor (and to cover any cracks that may develop on the surface). Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


To me, chocolate cream pie is the epitome of the diner dessert case of yesteryear. Though simple, bad versions abound, so food writer Allison Robicelli set out to make a great one. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


For a portable snack or meal, turn to these hand pies that have been made for centuries in Cornwall, England. This recipe features beef, potatoes, onions and rutabaga in a sturdy crust. Get the recipe.
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An affair partner was abusive. What if he hurts his wife? Hax readers give advice.
Should the letter writer reach out to a former affair partner's wife to tell her she's not alone in the abuse she's probably suffering at his hands?

By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-03-13

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: Years ago, I had a four-year-long affair with a married man with kids. I was married, too. By the end of it, I realized that he was an abusive man, and based on what he would share about his wife, I started seeing that she was also being abused. I also came to know that this man had been carrying on sexual relationships with other people. From what he said and what I could put together over the years, his wife never found out about any of them. He was a master gaslighter and manipulator.
As the years have gone by, I can't help but think about his wife. When I think back to the abuse this man put me through, I wonder about her and what kind of abuse she's suffered at his hand. My understanding is that they're still married. Sometimes I feel the need to reach out and hold her hand and tell her that she's not alone in her struggle. I want to tell her about all the horrible things this man did to me, and share the knowledge I gained about all his other affairs over the years. I want to tell her that he threatened to kill me.
I want to do this because I want to see her get out of the place I narrowly escaped, and I want her to feel validated. I want to hear that she found happiness outside of that hell. My biggest problem is that I don't know if I feel this because I want revenge on this man, or because I want to mitigate the damage I might have done to their marriage, or because I truly feel a connection to this woman I've never met. I don't even know how I would reach out to her without her husband knowing, if I ever decided to do so.
If your suggestion is to not reach out, I'd love advice on how to reframe my abuse, guilt and need to know that she's doing well. I am still married; that affair gave me everything I needed to understand and appreciate that my husband is an absolute jewel of a man.
-- Sisterhood Or Revenge?
Sisterhood Or Revenge?: It has been many years since your affair with her husband. He has had numerous sexual affairs and only one of those was with you. They have been married many years; it's not likely she doesn't have a clue about her husband's infidelity.
So my question is, who do you imagine will gain anything from you contacting his wife about your affair? Do you expect her to have some kind of awakening that will suddenly and miraculously enable her to stand up to him, or to liberate her from her marriage? Really? Has it occurred to you that she may have resigned herself to his infidelity and whatever benefits she may gain from staying in the marriage?
You deny her the right to make choices for herself by assuming she needs a stranger (who has wronged her) to rescue her from her miserable life. My suggestion for you is to find a therapist to discuss this with. That will allow you to unburden your conscience without harming anyone.
-- Questions
Sisterhood Or Revenge?: Do not reach out. I say this because it probably won't help her and brings you back into his orbit. She needs the support of people who are going to be there for her in the long term and that can't be you.
If this still haunts you, I would suggest a support group (since therapists are still backed up), and maybe you could find a way to volunteer that helps others in abusive relationships.
-- Anonymous
Sisterhood Or Revenge?: The only course of action right now is for you to sit with your impulses until you figure out what your motivation is. You're stating lots of nice stuff about validation and hand-holding but that sounds very clean and like a neatly wrapped-up movie. That's just not realistic. Is your desire to reach out a way of making amends for the pain that his wife and your husband experienced? Are you looking to create an unmistakable distinction between the person you were with him? A kind of rebalancing of karmic debt? If so, don't.
You deal with the fallout and guilt on your own with a good therapist. You don't need to know how she's doing. You may want to, but it's not a need. Other things to consider: are you willing to risk allowing this man a potential way back into your life? Does your desire to help his wife stop at hand-holding? Jarring someone's world and then walking away could create more harm. Are their children grown and out of the house or are they still minors? Does your impulse honor your marriage?
I commend you for escaping an abusive relationship. I know how hard it is. Contact the domestic violence hotline (800-799-7233) to see what they suggest. The people who can really help her are those with the resources to actually do so. That's what she needs.
-- Stop
Sisterhood Or Revenge?: Don't force her into a decision she might not want to make. You know about the man, but you do not know anything about her, like why she has made choices she has or how she would react. I get your guilt, but all you can do is move forward.
If she were ever to contact you and ask for details, tell her the truth. And all you can do for YOUR husband is to continue to appreciate him. Trust me. Having been a mess in my 20s, I will never forgive myself for some of the things I did, but I can be a better person now. It's all any of us can do.
-- Been there
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking without a nonstick skillet? Your kitchen questions, answered.
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-03-14

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which we share one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Is it OK to wear casual clothes to a 2-star Michelin-rated restaurant? 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-03-13

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Kennedy Center partners with Netflix to stream Mark Twain Prize
Tiffany Haddish, Dave Chappelle, Jimmy Fallon, Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock and Nelly will honor Kevin Hart, who receives the Twain Prize on March 24.
By Travis Andrews | 2024-03-14

The Kennedy Center in D.C. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Netflix will stream this year's Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, marking the second time the star-studded event has switched broadcasters in the past two years -- and the first time it's prioritized streaming.
The 25th ceremony will honor stand-up comedian and actor Kevin Hart and will be held in the Kennedy Center's 2,465-seat Concert Hall on March 24. It will stream on Netflix on Saturday, May 11, during the Netflix Is a Joke festival -- a marathon of stand-up shows in Los Angeles that also streams on the service.
A news release from the Kennedy Center states this is a "multiyear partnership" with the streaming service, though it does not specify how many years. Representatives for both Netflix and the Kennedy Center declined to offer additional details about the partnership.
The award, named after author Samuel Langhorne Clemens (i.e., Mark Twain), is given to comedians "whose humor, much like the award's namesake Mark Twain, has impacted American society," according to the center. Hart will become its 25th recipient, following in the footsteps of Richard Pryor, Dave Chappelle, Carl Reiner and Carol Burnett. Last year's award went to Adam Sandler.
"We are delighted to announce our partnership with Netflix and continue the Center's 25-year tradition of celebrating exceptional comedians like Kevin," Kennedy Center President Deborah F. Rutter said in a statement. "The Mark Twain Prize, which annually brings the comedy community together to recognize comedic excellence and impact, aligns with Netflix's standing as the eminent home for comedy programming. We're excited to bring this spectacular night of tributes, roasts, and hilarity to Netflix."
The streaming service has invested heavily in stand-up, attracting a wide array of comics including Tom Segura, Mike Epps, Jimmy Carr, Bo Burnham, Ali Wong, Seth Myers and Jerry Seinfeld. It launched the Netflix Is a Joke festival in 2022. This year's festival, with more than 300 live events at 35 Los Angeles venues, runs May 2-12 and features comics such as Nate Bargatze, Seth Rogen, Bill Burr, John Mulaney, Taylor Tomlinson, Sarah Silverman and Nikki Glaser.

Actor and comedian Kevin Hart. (Kevin Kwan)


Netflix will be the fourth broadcaster of the Mark Twain Prize ceremony. Comedy Central aired pretaped telecasts of the award's launch, honoring Richard Pryor in 1998 and Jonathan Winters in 1999, and PBS broadcast every subsequent ceremony until CNN took over last year.
CNN acquired the broadcast under the reign of then-chief executive Chris Licht, who attempted to broaden the network's offerings. At the time, he called the ceremony "one of the most uplifting, entertaining events of the year" in a statement to The Washington Post, and said his network is "thrilled" to broadcast it.
Before his time at CNN, Licht executive-produced Stephen Colbert's late-night comedy show for CBS and produced two other Colbert-centric comedy shows.
The Twain Prize went on a two-year hiatus after Chappelle received the honor in 2019, due to the pandemic. It returned as a spring ceremony after traditionally taking place in the fall, just before the Kennedy Center Honors.
During the ceremony, several of the honoree's friends -- and sometimes, family members -- climb onstage to praise, or often gently roast, the comedian of the hour. The night concludes with a speech by the honoree. This year's guests will include actresses Tiffany Haddish and Regina Hall, comedians Chappelle, Jimmy Fallon, Seinfeld and Chris Rock, and rapper Nelly, the center announced in a news release Thursday.
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4 best things to do with kids in the D.C. area this weekend 
In the D.C. area and looking for something fun to do with the kids this weekend? Here are our top picks.
By Fritz Hahn | 2024-03-14
In the D.C. area and looking for something fun to do with the kids this weekend? Here are our top picks.
Student-athletes and budding inventors alike are sure to be fascinated by this family-friendly exhibit coming to the National Museum of American History. Devoted to innovation in sports, "Change Your Game" shows off artifacts such as the U.S. Open's automated Hawk-Eye camera that makes line calls for tennis players, the Jogbra sports bra from the 1970s and Gatorade. Interactive elements include a chance to design a high-performance swimsuit, then have an animated character swim against a competitor while wearing it. Other activities include "The Drawing Board," where you can spin to reveal a challenge and design your own game accordingly, and a quiz called "Fair or Foul," in which visitors can weigh in on hot-button sports issues. (Sample question: "Should we allow sports surgery if there is no injury?") Ongoing from Friday. Free.
The Kennedy Center's season-long celebration of Duke Ellington's 125th birthday features two Friday night performances by the Duke Ellington Orchestra. The 101-year-old group is joined by Rolling Stones backup singer Lisa Fischer. The first performance is sold out, so make sure to grab your tickets soon. (9 p.m. $35-$45.) The birthday party also includes two National Symphony Orchestra performances of "Symphony Swing: An Evening of Duke Ellington," featuring the D.C.-born bandleader's greatest hits, including "Take the A Train," on Friday and Saturday. (8 p.m. $29-$49.) On Sunday is a family program designed especially for music lovers age 5 and up. Arrive early to check out the NSO's Musical Playspace, where kids can try out musical instruments, then stick around post-performance for a Q&A with the show's artists and creative team. (2 p.m. $18-$20.)

The annual Ireland at the Wharf celebration features Irish music and dancing on multiple stages and a Guinness-sponsored beer garden. (Wharf)


An afternoon of outdoor entertainment on the Wharf's Transit and District piers starts with a viewing of the Ireland-Scotland rugby match on a giant screen, and Gaelic football and hurling lessons courtesy of local squad the D.C. Gaels. Students from Irish dance schools perform at noon and 2 p.m., and bands performing Celtic rock and Irish-inspired Americana take stages throughout the day. The Guinness beer garden opens at noon, and children and pets are welcome. Saturday from noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Annapolis's St. Patrick's Day party is so big that it stretches across three days. (Sadly, the Hooley kickoff concert on Friday is already sold out.) Shamrock the Dock, which begins Saturday at noon, features two tented stages on the City Dock on Saturday and Sunday. The main stage is the place to hear a variety of bands, including fiddle-forward Celtic American band Scythian, Scottish trad-folk-rock band Skerryvore and indie-folk group Carbon Leaf, while the smaller UA stage hosts traditional pipe bands, Irish dancers and other performers. The parade begins Sunday at 1 p.m., winding down West and Main streets to the City Dock, and features marching bands, Irish ensembles, floats and civic groups. Bands at Shamrock the Dock begin at noon Sunday. Get an early start at Irish pubs downtown, such as Castlebay on Main Street, which opens at 8 a.m., or Galway Bay, celebrating its 25th St. Patrick's Day on Maryland Avenue. Shamrock the Dock times vary; $30 per day, $60 for weekend pass. Parade at 1 p.m. Sunday; viewing free.
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Rhiannon Giddens just wants to talk about the banjo. Beyonce was listening.
The folk singer and multi-instrumentalist, who lent her skills to Beyonce's forthcoming country music album, will perform at Strathmore on Monday, March 18.
By Janay Kingsberry | 2024-03-14

Rhiannon Giddens. (Ebru Yildiz)


There's a joke Rhiannon Giddens often tells audiences during her shows -- though maybe it's more of a disclaimer. It goes like this: You're at a party on a Friday night enjoying a glass of wine after a long day at work. A girl is walking toward you, and your immediate reaction is, "Oh, Jesus, somebody hide me because she's going to talk about the banjo or slavery or both!"
Giddens is unapologetically that girl.
The acclaimed folk singer and multi-instrumentalist knows she can be intense, a little obsessive and sometimes philosophical -- and she's okay with that. Because when she sits down with her 1858 replica banjo, her fingers "just go there," she says. It's a spiritual practice -- connecting her to a rich history and culture of Black string bands that reach back to the 17th century. "It's what I eat, sleep and drink," Giddens says.
Maybe the ears of whomever she's talking to will perk up. Or maybe they'll tune out. Either way, Giddens, 47, feels it's her calling. "I'm not here to be famous, and I'm not here to be a celebrity," she said in a recent phone interview with The Washington Post. "I'm just here to bore you to tears about the banjo."
Though on this Thursday afternoon in late February, she has set the plucked string instrument aside to enjoy a few days at her home in Ireland -- sorting through her Tupperware, crocheting little creatures, preparing Southern meals for her two kids and snuggling with her cats.
It is a brief interlude for the musician who has suddenly attracted a stream of new fans for her involvement in "Texas Hold 'Em," Beyonce's current chart-topping country single. The song, along with the soaring guitar ballad "16 Carriages," was released as a teaser to Beyonce's March 29 album "Cowboy Carter." And it became the first song by a Black woman to debut at No. 1 on Billboard's Hot Country Songs chart.
"I used to say many times as soon as Beyonce puts the banjo on a track my job is done," Giddens shared on Instagram following the song's release. "Well, I didn't expect the banjo to be mine, and I know darn well my job isn't done, but today is a pretty good day."
This is what else Giddens will say about her collaboration with Beyonce: "I can't talk about it."
But she does allow her kids to weigh in. Walking into another room of her home, Giddens poses a question to her 14-year-old daughter: "Hey, Aoife, do you think I'm cool now that I'm on a certain chart-topping song that I can't talk about?"
Aoife takes the phone and chuckles for a moment before replying, "It doesn't really change anything."
The teenager has a point. Even as Beyonce's spotlight is inviting more attention, Giddens, who has won a Pulitzer Prize, Grammys and a MacArthur "genius" award for her work, plans to stay the course -- talking and plucking and hoping to capture the interest of new listeners.
On Monday, she will take the stage at Strathmore in North Bethesda to perform music from her recent Grammy-nominated album "You're the One." The project, which is her first to feature all original songs, is a medley of American music -- blues, jazz, soul, country, rock and gospel. And her banjo, naturally, weaves throughout it.

Rhiannon Giddens performs at National Sawdust in 2023 in New York. (Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


"With every little scrap I'm given ... I try to turn it into something that educates about the banjo," Giddens says. Over the past 15 years, that effort has included a three-part series for BBC Radio and a 10-part series on the continuing-education platform Wondrium. A guest acting role on the former CMT show "Nashville," where she advocated for the banjo's inclusion in her character's storyline. Haunting songs for the western adventure video game "Red Dead Redemption 2." An op-ed for the Guardian about the Black roots of country music. Her daily "Black Banjo Renaissance" social media posts. Speeches. Lectures. Albums. Even children's books.
"For me, the banjo represents the best of what America is," Giddens says, but "the reason we don't know the history of the banjo represents some of the worst of what America is -- the false narrative that's been laid over the actual history."
First created by enslaved Africans and their descendants in the Caribbean in the 17th century, the instrument is deeply rooted in the African American experience, serving as a symbol of resistance and resilience. "Those early banjos were about us finding community together, finding spiritual connections to the motherland, finding a way to talk to each other."
During the 19th century, the banjo became popularized in American culture through minstrelsy -- a performance practice in which White musicians donned blackface makeup and mocked African American musical traditions for a White audience. Over the years, various configurations of the banjo emerged. As Giddens explains in her docuseries for Wondrium, the instrument traveled from Black culture to White culture, from handmade instrument to commercial instrument, from jazz and bluegrass to old-time and country music. Everyone, Giddens says, holds a piece of its history. "That's actually incredible," she says. "It's beautiful. It should bring us together."
But somewhere in the course of the 20th century, the roots of string band music became almost exclusively linked to the White South. Though there were musicians still strumming in Giddens's own backyard to keep the tradition of Black roots music alive.
Growing up in a mixed-race household in Greensboro, N.C., Giddens was surrounded by the music of the South. In other words, she heard a little bit of everything. "My White uncle was a bluegrass musician, so I would have heard a lot of bluegrass," she says. "My Black mom was obsessed with country music. My Black grandmother watched 'Hee Haw' every weekend."
She also heard jazz and folk revival music. And for three hours every Sunday morning, Black gospel music blared through their home, introducing Giddens to amazing mass choirs and artists like Kirk Franklin.
She left all that as a teenager to study opera at Oberlin College in Ohio. But by her mid-20s, Giddens was back in the South, where she soon met a man who would change her life.
Joe Thompson, then 86, was an old-time fiddler and a proponent of Black string band music. He was the last known musician playing that kind of music in the South, Giddens says, and it was practically from her own backyard in Mebane, just east of Greensboro. And he agreed to teach her, along with two fellow musicians: Dom Flemons and Justin Robinson.
Together, the trio soaked up his lessons and formed the Carolina Chocolate Drops to preserve his musical legacy.
Those early years of the Chocolate Drops were about survival. Folk music isn't exactly lucrative, and Giddens was a new mom, having just given birth to Aoife, her first child with Irish musician Michael Laffan. The band was making just enough money to get by, hardly sleeping, and driving from gig to gig as Giddens sat in the back seat, fastening CDs or holding her newborn.

The Carolina Chocolate Drops -- Dom Flemons, Rhiannon Giddens and Justin Robinson -- perform at a music festival in California in 2008. (Karl Walter/Getty Images)


In 2011, they were still on the grind when their third studio album, "Genuine Negro Jig," won the award for best traditional folk album at the Grammys, a triumphant feat for working-class musicians, and especially for a band that resisted the pressures of the recording industry.
She felt then the way she still feels now: "If I have to put on makeup and go stand on a red carpet, if that means that my career continues so that I can continue to talk about the banjo, I'll do it," Giddens says. "My mission has kept me in the industry."
By 2014, the Chocolate Drops went their separate ways. Giddens held steadfast to her mission, though her avenues to pursue it started to vary.
She recorded several solo albums. In 2017, when she was granted a MacArthur "genius" award, the organization noted not just the beauty of her music, but that her "drive to understand and convey the nuances, complexities, and interrelationships between musical traditions is enhancing our musical present with a wealth of sounds and textures from the past."
In 2020, Giddens was named artistic director of the global music collective Silkroad, a position previously held by Yo-Yo Ma. Two years later, her solo album "They're Calling Me Home" nabbed the Grammy for best folk album. And last year, Giddens won the Pulitzer Prize for music for "Omar," an opera about an enslaved Muslim man in America, which she co-wrote with composer Michael Abels.
Despite her accolades, Giddens has often felt like her work existed in the fringes -- and she made peace with it. Accepting that her form of art would never reconcile with mainstream Black culture.
But the collaboration with Beyonce is an opportunity to move the conversation Giddens has spent her whole life trying to have into the mainstream.
Ahead of the release of "Cowboy Carter," music critics and fans have been buzzing about how it could spur a long-overdue revolution within the country music industry. Billboard magazine reported that the instant success of "Texas Hold 'Em" has also given other Black women in country music a boost -- including Tanner Adell, Reyna Roberts and, of course, Giddens.
"In recent days ... I have seen more Black people respond to some of my music," Giddens says on the phone. "And that's been really amazing. ... It's been really, really beautiful because it's all I ever wanted."
But Giddens has also been around long enough, seen enough racism, to temper her optimism. "A number one hit by a Black woman ... can really jolt things," Giddens says. "But then to sustain it, we need systemic change."
For her part, Giddens plans to use her moment in the cultural limelight to tell the kinds of stories that would otherwise be tuned out.
Her recent cover of pioneering songwriter Alice Randall's "The Ballad of Sally Anne," for instance, is a stirring rendition that illuminates the harrowing reality of lynching in America. The cover is featured in "My Black Country: The Songs of Alice Randall," an upcoming tribute album.
"Rhiannon's interpretation does the work of getting people who never want to think about lynching thinking about lynching," Randall said in an email to The Post. "And it gives people who will never stop thinking about lynching a place to hear [that] their pain is sacred."
The album will accompany Randall's memoir of the same name, which chronicles Black artistry in country music's past, present and future. Giddens's inclusion in the project was essential, said Randall, who views Giddens as the most authoritative voice in the movement to illuminate the cultural roots of country music.
"Rhiannon, like the sun, shines so bright, you don't even realize she is a star," Randall said. "She doesn't compete, she collaborates. She comes armed with her own genius and amplifies the genius in others."
At the end of the month, Giddens's fans will get to see how much her genius amplified the genius of country music's new biggest star, Beyonce.
But for the moment, she's focused on how to both portion and preserve her energy.

Rhiannon Giddens plays her banjo on a front porch. (P. Kevin Morley/Richmond Times-Dispatch/AP)


"I'm just thinking about how to take care of myself a little bit better because I used to give myself away all the time," says Giddens, who had to undergo surgery last year after her voice gave out. "I would sign CDs for hours after the show and do all the interviews and do all the extra things, and I'm kind of realizing that, at a certain point, you're actually diminishing yourself, and that doesn't help anybody out."
Life in Ireland has helped. To give their kids a sense of stability, Giddens and Laffan, who are now divorced, practice "nesting," in which each parent alternates living in the home. It means the family can have cats. It means Laffan can have more support from extended family in the area while Giddens is touring. It means her kids can connect with their Irish heritage.
One day, Giddens says, she and her kids will talk about what all this means. For now, she has been proud of how they are taking it all in stride. Last year, for instance, she told her kids she had won a Pulitzer Prize. Her 11-year-old son, Caoimhin, quipped: "I've heard of that -- it's in a Calvin and Hobbes comic strip!"
"I was just like super proud of that moment because that's his connection," Giddens says.
"Our lives have always been us cooking and cleaning," she says. "So for them, it's just, 'Mom goes away, Mom comes back,' and sometimes they get to go to some cool, fancy things. It doesn't really faze them. I still have to make the mac and cheese."
That's enough for Giddens. "As long as I can support my family, the rest of it is really [about] feeling like I've left the world a tiny bit better than I came into," she says. "That's what I'm trying to do."
There have been moments, she admits, when she wonders whether it's even working.
"In the past, I've felt like, 'What am I doing? Obviously, nobody gives a s---,'" Giddens says. "But people do give a s---. And just when I start to feel like I want to quit, something will happen."
A Pulitzer Prize, perhaps. Maybe a collab with a global pop icon. Or an encounter with a person at a party who desperately wants to talk about the banjo.
"And I'm like, 'Okay, I'll keep going.'"
March 18 at Strathmore Auditorium, 5301 Tuckerman Ln., North Bethesda, at 8 p.m. $39-$89. strathmore.org.
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The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate St. Patrick's Day and the Iranian new year, attend a concert in honor of Duke Ellington, or grab a $3.14 pizza for Pi Day.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Richards | 2024-03-14

The annual Ireland at the Wharf celebration features Irish music and dancing on multiple stages and a Guinness-sponsored beer garden. (Wharf)


This weekend, celebrate St. Patrick's Day with Ireland at the Wharf, Annapolis's parade or, yes, a bar crawl. Nowruz, the Iranian new year, is marked with a food and artisan market, and Duke Ellington's 125th birthday bash at the Kennedy Center includes performances for adults and for kids. There are also specials for Pi Day, a tango festival and a chance to learn about the April 8 solar eclipse.
Pi Day specials
This Pi Day (March 14 ... 3.14 ... get it?) is serving specials from area restaurants. Pizza Paradiso offers $3.14 off a large pie -- or, if you really know your stuff, recite the first 31 numbers of pi from memory and get your pizza free. The deals are available all day at all four locations. Pie Shop is selling select sweet pies at $3.14 between 3:14 and 6 p.m. Plus, the first three people to recite the first 24 pi digits get $50 gift cards. D.C.-based pizza brand &Pizza is honoring the day with a deal for loyalty app members ($3.14 pizzas starting at 3:14 p.m.) and a promotion for those redefining "pizza lovers": a "Pi Do" ceremony at its H Street location, where five couples will get free nuptials and vow renewal ceremonies.
National Gallery Nights: 'Color Theory'
The first after-hours event of the spring season is coming up at the National Gallery of Art, and National Gallery Nights have become so popular that free tickets are passed out via online lottery. That window is closed, but there are additional passes at the door on a first-come, first-served basis starting at 5:30 p.m. The "Color Theory" theme is inspired by the museum's current exhibition, "Mark Rothko: Paintings on Paper," and you'll be able to drop in on color-themed pop-up talks; make your own work of art; go on a color wheel scavenger hunt looking for works by female artists; and listen to colorful performances from Hot Club of Baltimore, DJ Lady Lavender and DJ Underdog while sipping a drink from the bar. Needless to say, a color-blocked dress code is encouraged. 6 p.m. Free.
Boston Brass and the U.S. Air Force Band at Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center
The Air Force band's guest concert series continues with a performance from Boston Brass at the Northern Virginia Community College venue. The brass-centric show includes a diverse program from the quintet and military ensemble. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free; registration required.
Art in Bloom at the Anderson House
Back for a fourth year, Art in Bloom fills the Anderson House with dozen of floral arrangements inspired by the mansion's art and architecture. Throughout four days, find the installations scattered throughout the house, museum tours from docents and access to the garden, which is not usually open to the public. Demo and lecture sessions throughout the event focus on medicinal uses of florals and hanakubari, a type of contemporary Japanese flower arrangement. Thursday and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. $15-$18.
An evening with William H. Macy and screening of 'Fargo' at Warner Theatre
Actor William H. Macy's long Hollywood career includes 11 seasons as the star of the TV show "Shameless" and a turn in an upcoming "Planet of the Apes" sequel. But his best-known role is hapless car-salesman-turned-kidnapper Jerry Lundegaard in the Coen brothers' classic Minnesota crime drama "Fargo." Macy visits D.C. to share behind-the-scenes tidbits about the role that earned him an Oscar nomination, paired with a screening of the film at the Warner Theatre. If you're a really huge fan of "Fargo" and/or Macy, pricey VIP tickets include great seats for the screening and a meet-and-greet with the actor. 7 p.m. $36-$105.
Pi Day Comedy Show at Comedy Loft of DC
The Comedy Loft of DC is using Pi Day as an opportunity to devote a stand-up comedy show to math, science and more. The lineup includes more than comedians -- there are also scientists and science communicators, local and from New York City. Note that there's a two-item minimum per person (which can be any combination of food or beverages). 7:30 p.m. $15.
Mary Timony at the Black Cat
For years, Mary Timony's exquisite rock songs have followed intertwining paths between neo-medieval balladeering and glammy guitar heroics. She combined both modes to great acclaim in the '90s indie rock band Helium. Then she skewed toward more delicate, ancient melodies on a pair of solo albums from the early aughties that still sound ahead of their time. After that, Timony turned her amp up to 11 in the bands Wild Flag, Ex Hex and Hammered Hulls. And now this great Washingtonian is making music on her own again with a new solo album, "Untame the Tiger." 7:30 p.m. $20-$22.
'Change Your Game' at National Museum of American History
Student-athletes and budding inventors alike are sure to be fascinated by this family-friendly exhibit coming to the National Museum of American History. Devoted to innovation in sports, "Change Your Game" shows off artifacts such as the U.S. Open's automated Hawk-Eye camera that makes line calls for tennis players, the Jogbra sports bra from the 1970s and Gatorade. Interactive elements include a chance to design a high-performance swimsuit, then have an animated character swim against a competitor while wearing it. Other activities include "The Drawing Board," where you can spin to reveal a challenge and design your own game accordingly, and a quiz called "Fair or Foul," in which visitors can weigh in on hot-button sports issues. (Sample question: "Should we allow sports surgery if there is no injury?") Ongoing. Free.
'Las Misticas de Mexico' at Mexican Cultural Institute
This immersive installation sold out at Dupont Underground last week but stops at the Mexican Cultural Institute this weekend before heading to Baltimore. Works by Mexican artists including Frida Kahlo, writer Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz and composer Maria Grever converge with projects and new pieces by D.C. artist Marta Perez Garcia. The audience can move about the exhibit, which also includes a performance of a medieval music drama by Ind. Series vocalists and the Children's Chorus of Washington. Chairs are available for those with mobility restrictions. Friday at 6 p.m., Saturday at 7 p.m. $50.
Ellington 125 at the Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center's season-long celebration of Duke Ellington's 125th birthday features two Friday night performances by the Duke Ellington Orchestra. The 101-year-old group is joined by Rolling Stones backup singer Lisa Fischer. The first performance is sold out, so make sure to grab your tickets soon. (9 p.m. $35-$45.) The birthday party also includes two National Symphony Orchestra performances of "Symphony Swing: An Evening of Duke Ellington," featuring the D.C.-born bandleader's greatest hits, including "Take the A Train," on Friday and Saturday. (8 p.m. $29-$49.) On Sunday is a family program designed especially for music lovers age 5 and up. Arrive early to check out the NSO's Musical Playspace, where kids can try out musical instruments, then stick around post-performance for a Q&A with the show's artists and creative team. (2 p.m. $18-$20.)
St. Patrick's weekend at Across the Pond
There are three days of 8 a.m. starts in a row in Dupont Circle, where Across the Pond opens early Friday for its annual Kegs and Eggs party, which lasts until noon; early Saturday for brunch ahead of the Six Nations rugby matches, with food again served until noon; and finally on St. Patrick's Day itself. 8 a.m. to close. Free.
Bingoat: Bingo and goats at Faith Lutheran Church
Spend some quality time with a herd of 15 to 18 Nigerian dwarf goats while playing a few rounds of bingo. The stars of the animal therapy come from Virginia's Walnut Creek Farm, and their owner, a veterinarian, will be on-site to answer questions -- and to give you snacks to feed the goats. 6 p.m. $40.
Ireland at the Wharf
An afternoon of outdoor entertainment on the Wharf's Transit and District piers starts with a viewing of the Ireland-Scotland rugby match on a giant screen, and Gaelic football and hurling lessons courtesy of local squad the D.C. Gaels. Students from Irish dance schools perform at noon and 2 p.m., and bands performing Celtic rock and Irish-inspired Americana take stages throughout the day. The Guinness beer garden opens at noon, and children and pets are welcome. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Norooz Market at Brookland Arts Walk
The Iranian new year falls on the spring equinox Tuesday, but some groups are getting an early start on celebrations. The sixth annual Norooz Market at the Brookland Arts Walk includes 45 vendors selling pottery, jewelry, art and Iranian pastries, among other offerings, while the afternoon also includes tarot readings and performances by artists like multi-instrumentalist Nica Albertson and the Silk Road Dance Company. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
The H Street Oral History Festival at Atlas Performing Arts Center
A project years in the making, Mosaic Theater Company's H Street Oral History Festival will showcase new full-length works written by playwrights who spent time interviewing current and former residents of the Northeast Washington neighborhood. Saturday includes readings and discussions of "Central Time" by James J. Johnson starting at 1 p.m. and "Smoke" by Dane Figueroa Edidi at 7 p.m. The following day, a reading of Gethsemane Herron-Coward's "George on H" begins at 3 p.m. The festival also includes music and food, as well as panel discussions and conversations about the arts on H Street and the future and past of this evolving corridor. Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday from 1 to 5:30 p.m. Free; reservation required.
Shamrock the Dock and Annapolis St. Patrick's Day Parade
Annapolis's St. Patrick's Day party is so big that it stretches across three days. (Sadly, the Hooley kickoff concert on Friday is already sold out.) Shamrock the Dock, which begins Saturday at noon, features two tented stages on the City Dock on Saturday and Sunday. The main stage is the place to hear a variety of bands, including fiddle-forward Celtic American band Scythian, Scottish trad-folk-rock band Skerryvore and indie-folk group Carbon Leaf, while the smaller UA stage hosts traditional pipe bands, Irish dancers and other performers. The parade begins Sunday at 1 p.m., winding down West and Main streets to the City Dock, and features marching bands, Irish ensembles, floats and civic groups. Bands at Shamrock the Dock begin at noon Sunday. Get an early start at Irish pubs downtown, such as Castlebay on Main Street, which opens at 8 a.m., or Galway Bay, celebrating its 25th St. Patrick's Day on Maryland Avenue. Shamrock the Dock times vary; $30 per day, $60 for weekend pass. Parade at 1 p.m. Sunday; viewing free.
Dacha St. Patrick's Day Scavenger Hunt
If you like a challenge on St. Patrick's Day, Dacha Beer Garden is bringing back its themed scavenger hunt. Previous iterations have required participants to solve crossword puzzles to extract clues, look for local landmarks, take photos with strangers and ask them to sign petitions. Bring a team of three to five people, or get randomly placed on a team. Either way, there are prizes up for grabs. 1 to 10 p.m. Free.
Capital Comedy Festival at DAR Constitution Hall
Capital Comedy Festival returns to the downtown venue with a lineup of four comedians: veteran Sommore, "Breaking Bad" star Lavell Crawford, actor Don D.C. Curry and radio personality Huggy Lowdown. 8 p.m. $59-$99.
St. Patrick's Day bar crawls
D.C. is big on St. Patrick's Day bar crawls, even if none of the bars participating are particularly Irish. The long-running Leprechaun Lap Bar Crawl features free admission to at least eight bars along Connecticut Avenue NW, including City Tap House, Decades and Zebbie's Garden, with $3 beers, $4 shots and $5 mixed drinks at each. (2 to 10 p.m. $25-$40.) The Shamrock Crawl, another crawl in the Dupont neighborhood, visits almost entirely different bars than the Leprechaun Lap -- Public Bar is the only overlapping location -- but it has similar specials, including $3 light beers and $4 rail drinks and shots. Pit stops include Recessions, the Madhatter, Sign of the Whale and Cafe Citron. (2 to 10 p.m. $35-$50.) The Clarendon St. Patrick's Bar Crawl visits Clarendon Ballroom and Mister Days. What kind of time machine have they discovered on Wilson Boulevard? This day-long event also stops at the Renegade (the location of the original Mister Days) and Coco B's (once the site of Whitlow's on Wilson) for true flashback potential. Specials include $3 domestic beer, $5 Guinness, $4 shots and $5 rail drinks. (3 to 10 p.m. $9-$25.)
St. Paddy's Day at Wheatland Spring
For the first time since 2020, the Loudoun County farm brewery is inviting fans of all ages to come visit the brewery for fresh and lovingly cellared beers, live Irish music by Derek Kretzer of the local bluegrass band the Plate Scrapers, and food from the international food truck What the Schnitzel. 11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
'Nosh Your Way to a Delicious Purim' at Edlavitch DCJCC
Hamantaschen, the traditional pastry of Purim, gets a funfetti-esque twist in the hands of San Francisco-based chef Micah Siva. She'll be at the Edlavitch DCJCC to discuss her cookbook, "Nosh: Plant-Forward Recipes Celebrating Modern Jewish Cuisine." Siva chats with chef Susan Barocas about creating vegetarian versions of Jewish cuisine and revamping classic holiday dishes into more modern takes -- like pomegranate lentil tabbouleh -- without jettisoning tradition. Learn some tricks for your feast, and purchase a copy of the cookbook on the way home. 3:30 to 5 p.m. $25.
'Following the Thread' film series at National Gallery of Art
Short films screened back to back highlight the mostly matriarchal cultural and ancestral traditions of fabric creation, hand-weaving and embroidery in four regions: Scotland, the Palestinian territories, Chile and Peru. Following the screening, stay for a discussion with Kathy Brew, whose film "Following the Thread" looks at how Indigenous Peruvian communities of fabric makers continue their craft in a globalized market economy. 2 to 4 p.m. Free; registration required.
'Leprechaun' Movie Marathon at Granville Moore's
Actor Warwick Davis has featured in some of the top-grossing films of all time and is best known for portraying Wicket the Ewok in "Return of the Jedi," the title character in "Willow" and Professor Flitwick in the Harry Potter series. Between 1993 and 2000, he played a very different role as the gleefully psychotic Lubdan the leprechaun in five "Leprechaun" horror films. (The series is most notable for its supporting cast, including a pre-"Friends" Jennifer Aniston in the original film and Ice-T in the last installment, "Leprechaun in the Hood.") Find out just how bad these films really are during the weekly Social Sunday series at H Street's Granville Moore's, which is hosting a "Leprechaun" marathon alongside food and drink specials. 3 to 8 p.m. Free.
NSO in Your Neighborhood
The National Symphony Orchestra's free concert series is a great way to experience the orchestra's big sound without the big Kennedy Center bill. The group is partnering with local schools, museums and organizations to bring concerts to Ward 6 and 8 venues such as the Southwest Library, the Anthem, the Rubell Museum and Artechouse. Note that some performances include poetry and other arts, and some shows are played by chamber groups. Through March 24. Free.
DC Tango Festival
The Embassy of Argentina turns the spotlight onto the country's national dance during the month-long DC Tango Festival, sponsored by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities. A kickoff party ($45) with Argentine wines on March 20 at 8 p.m. at the embassy features the Pan American Symphony Orchestra playing favorites by tango composer Astor Piazzolla. Other events throughout the festival include beginner-friendly Tango Wednesdays dance classes at the Embassy of Uruguay ($20 for four classes), a free screening of a vintage tango movie at the Embassy of Argentina on April 5, and a performance by three pairs of award-winning tango dancers with the Pan American Symphony at the Kennedy Center called "Todo Tango" on April 20 ($65-$85). Various locations. Free to $85.
Astronomy on Tap at DC9
With next month's total solar eclipse fast approaching, this month's Astronomy on Tap lectures are focused on the rare natural phenomenon. Grab a drink from one of DC9's three bars and learn about what to expect on April 8 -- from professional astronomers. There's also trivia, prize giveaways and free solar eclipse glasses. 8 to 11 p.m. Free.
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'Four Daughters' is a fascinating experiment in documentary truth
A real Tunisian family collides with hired actors, blurring lines in the Oscar-nominated "Four Daughters."
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-03-14

Ichraq Matar, Eya Chikhaoui, Tayssir Chikhaoui and Nour Karoui in "Four Daughters." (Kaouther Ben Hania/Kino Lorber)


"Four Daughters" is film as family therapy and family therapy as film. This gripping and format-stretching documentary by writer and director Kaouther Ben Hania brings actors into the household of a Tunisian mother named Olfa and her two youngest daughters, Eya and Tayssir, both teenagers. The three women play themselves alongside two professional actors filling in for the girls' missing siblings, Rahma (Nour Karoui) and Ghofrane (Ichraq Matar). A third actress (Hend Sabri) lurks on standby as an Olfa replacement when reenacting the past gets too painful.
What happened to Rahma and Ghofrane? You may have come across their names in news reports. I'd rather let "Four Daughters" unfurl their story one twist at a time. Here, on a bare-bones set that stands in for the family's home, Hania starts her emotional exploration at the very beginning: First, the actors are put into hair and makeup. Second, the fictional substitutes are introduced to the family for inspection. As the cast assembles for its first group shot, Olfa notes that Ghofrane, not Rahma, would have chosen the seat next to hers. The actors swap places, and once reality-of-a-sort is restored, Olfa begins to cry. Straightaway, we see the power in tying together the fake and the real -- the moment when method acting turns into method remembering.
Families pass down three types of inheritances: genetic, material and psychological. This is a clan of rebels. As a child, Olfa pumped iron to protect her own mother from strange men who tried to break down their door. (In one darkly funny scene, she walks Sabri, her counterpart, through her wedding night, which climaxed with her bloodying the groom's nose.) Olfa never stopped using her fists. Her whole personality is that of a battering ram that wishes it could be a butterfly. Cruel yet sympathetic, she's a fascinating character study, and the actors pry her open with that classic cliche: What was her motivation?
The crew's presence allows Eya and Tayssir, Olfa's remaining children, to joke about her mistakes. "I'm sorry, but I wanted to strangle her," Eya says with a laugh. "This film lets me speak out." There's so much intimacy on-screen that the women keep one another honest, even though their awareness of the camera -- of their desire to entertain -- keeps them smiling. The terrible stories stack up. The girls rarely stop giggling.
The drama hinges on two revolutions: one national, one private. During the Arab Spring, Tunisia ousted its longtime dictator Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali. Meanwhile, the older girls made a dizzying pivot from cheerleaders to Goths at the same time as Olfa fell in love with a new boyfriend, a convicted murderer so evil that the actor portraying him (Majd Mastoura) flees the set. Eya pleads with the crew to convince Mastoura to come back and finish their big scene. She's desperate to find resolution in the frame. "Tell him it's lines of dialogue I've learned," Eya fibs. Fiction and reality blur so this teen can speak her truth.
The film looks gorgeous. Hania and her cinematographer Farouk Laaridh narrow the color palette to black, white, blue and red to put our focus on the family's messy emotions. But they've arranged setups that allow for beauty, too, like a scene where Olfa talks through why she divorced the girls' father while Sabri stands behind a pane of glass, copying her movements as though she's her reflection.

Hend Sabri and Olfa Hamrouni in "Four Daughters." (Kaouther Ben Hania/Kino Lorber)


The hired actors throw themselves into brave improvisations of past fights. One screaming match between Olfa and Karoui's Rahma is so intense that the real daughters seize up as though their nervous systems just can't go through this again. Despite -- or because of -- the film's conceit, Eya and Tayssir allow us to see a portrait of trauma that's more sincere and complex than what scripted movies and sentimental documentaries tend to present. Olfa passed on a lot of heartache to her girls. But she also bequeathed them her own willfulness. As she sighs: "I taught them to aim, and they shot me. I taught them to be strong, and they defeated me."
Not rated. At area theaters. In Arabic, with subtitles. 110 minutes.
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How Hillary Clinton inspired a show about the dramas of campaign reporting
'Chasing Hillary' author Amy Chozick reflects on adapting her best-selling book into the new TV series 'The Girls on the Bus'
By Sonia Rao | 2024-03-14

From left, Melissa Benoist, Carla Gugino, Christina Elmore and Natasha Behnam appear in "The Girls on the Bus." (Nicole Rivelli/Max) 


Amy Chozick spent nearly a decade reporting on Hillary Clinton's pursuit of the presidency, first for the Wall Street Journal and later, including during the 2016 election, for the New York Times. Like many who study journalism, she expected campaign reporting to resemble the testosterone-fueled antics documented in Timothy Crouse's 1973 book "The Boys on the Bus," about reporters who covered President Nixon's reelection bid against Sen. George McGovern. But somewhere along the way, Chozick realized "what was once the terrain of these swashbuckling men ... was now almost entirely female."
"And not just because there were female candidates," she added in a recent interview with The Washington Post. "Women had really taken over the campaign trail."
Chozick reflected on her ambitions -- and Clinton's -- in her 2018 memoir "Chasing Hillary," which inspired the new television series "The Girls on the Bus," premiering Thursday on Max. Chozick co-created the show with Julie Plec ("The Vampire Diaries") to explore the unlikely bonds that can form among female journalists working under high pressure and in tight quarters.
Set in the months leading up to a fictional Democratic National Convention, "The Girls on the Bus" follows four protagonists: Sadie (Melissa Benoist), an optimistic-to-a-fault newspaper reporter who refuses to take no for an answer; Grace (Carla Gugino), a veteran journalist at the rival legacy newspaper who is often referred to as a "scoop queen"; Kimberlyn (Christina Elmore), a determined Black anchor striving to prove herself at a conservative TV news channel; and Lola (Natasha Behnam), a boisterous content creator who amassed a massive TikTok following after surviving a school shooting years earlier.
The women vary greatly in personality and politics, but are all tasked with following the same female candidate. They bond on the rickety campaign bus, at chaotic rallies and in staid hotel rooms turned offices over their shared hunt for the truth. At the end of the day, Chozick said, "they're all in it together."
(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.)
When did it first occur to you that this could be a television series?
I think it started when I chose to write my book in my own voice instead of writing it like a straight political book. Remember "Julie & Julia"? I always wanted to write my book that way, just how two women's lives intertwine. My late mentor, David Carr, at the time said, you have to put newspapering aside and go to this magical place where writers live.
I had lunch with two executives at Warner Bros. when I was still writing the book. I told them the premise and they were like, "I love this. This could be a TV show." So it ended up with Warner Bros., and luckily ended up with [executive producer] Greg Berlanti. Greg is a genius, and we knew immediately: This is not a Hillary show, this is not a Trump show. Nobody wants to relive 2016 -- I didn't want it. We knew that wasn't the story we wanted to tell.
The series is inspired by a book that documents a very different political era. How did you and Julie Plec approach bringing this story to 2024? I'm thinking of the abortion storyline, for example, in which one of the characters drives another over state lines to retrieve abortion pills.
We were constantly updating storylines and updating language. It's funny because around 2020 while we were working on it, we were like, if we have a female president we're really going to have to scrap some of these storylines. But no, still no female president. I think a lot of the big themes [from past election cycles] still apply, even more so now. I think politics is even more dark and divisive and terrifying to people than it was then.
As we were writing the abortion story, the laws kept changing. The other day, I was reminded that in the writers room, we were trying to decide where to set the story. Where does it make sense that the campaign would be [stopping] where abortion is illegal, so you would have to cross over to the neighboring state, you know? We had to get out the map because while we were writing, it was like, "Oh no, not that state; you can't do that state anymore."
Did you draw primarily from your past experiences covering campaigns, or did you also consult with journalists who actively cover them today?
Abby Phillip at CNN was a consultant, so she read scripts and talked to the writers room because I don't know what it's like to be in broadcast TV. That is a whole different thing.
I really drew on my friends to talk to the writers room. We probably put the most care into crafting Kimberlyn, to make sure she was a fully realized person. I remember speaking to Obama's faith adviser, Joshua DuBois, during the campaign. I wrote a story on him. He talked to the writers about faith-based Black conservatives that he's met.
Tell me about writing Lola. I was struck by the potential reality of a school shooting survivor leveraging their social media platform in this way.
We wanted a journalist to represent this new frontier. It was super interesting to see her debates with Carla's character, to represent the two polar opposites on the spectrum: the old-school scoop queen, "We must live in an objective world" ... to the kind of activist, "I'm reaching a huge audience on TikTok."
We wanted to take Lola seriously. What happens when the cameras are gone, when the press has moved on to the next tragedy and you have a wounded young woman who has to support herself? I think Lola is funny, and older viewers might think she's just an annoying influencer. But then hopefully, as the season progresses, you have empathy for her.

From left, co-creator Amy Chozick and episodic director Jesse Peretz appear on the set of "The Girls on the Bus." (Linda Kallerus/Max) 


What stands out to you about how Grace navigates the series?
We know these women in our lives. They've taught us, they've been amazing. But they came up in a different time, when women really had to be like the boys to beat the boys. Grace had to throw elbows and, having a famous dad, had to prove that she deserved to be there. But instead of knocking the other women down, she ends up lifting them up.
She was very inspired by the way Andrea Mitchell treated all of us on the campaign trail. Here's a woman who's an absolute legend and so generous. She was lovely. Maureen Dowd is a wonderful mentor to younger women. Jill Abramson is tough as nails and the sweetest, most generous with journalistic advice. Grace is really molded in that model.
I also really love the idea that, here's this woman who has been on the trail for decades, has been part of three Pulitzer-winning teams, and her personal life is a hot mess. What are the sacrifices that took? If you go back and read "The Boys on the Bus," these men got back from covering debates or primaries and their wives would pick them up from the airport. There'd be a pot roast in the oven. That is not the case for women.
Is Sadie the stand-in for you?
I wish. No, of course Sadie is the most like me because the type of journalism she's drawn to is probably the type I'm drawn to: long-form narrative nonfiction. Like, "Why can't we write sweeping narratives the way those guys used to?" She is an old soul in that sense.
Actually, speaking of The Post, Melissa [Benoist] shadowed Ashley Parker. Yeah, your very own Ashley. Melissa actually talked to a range of journalists. I think her messiness and neuroses came from a mix of Julie and Rina [Mimoun, the showrunner]. But in terms of romanticizing the paper of record, getting her dream job, I identify with that.
I sensed some parallels, too, in how Sadie talks to her editor [about inserting herself into her stories]. A lot of the online responses to your New York Times interview with Elizabeth Holmes debated the proper relationship between a journalist and their subject. I thought it was interesting to see that discussion in a modern fictional context.
There are -- and you're probably more in the center of it because you're in a newsroom -- these debates about objectivity. Lola and Grace give us that, and Sadie's sort of in the middle. I talk to journalism schools a lot and [students] are like, "That's bulls---. Objectivity is a myth. You can't tell me someone doesn't bring their own perspective into a story."
Maybe it's been a mess this whole time, and we all bring our own perspectives and biases to a story. I think what Sadie's arguing is sort of like what I did with my whole story. It's like, I want to be very honest about how I feel in this story. It's vulnerable, right? By Sadie putting herself in a story, she feels like that is being more honest with readers.
So much of the show is about how unglamorous it is to be on a campaign trail. Were there any particular aspects that you wanted to make sure were depicted?
The biggest thing was the bus. It's extremely hard to shoot in a bus, as you can imagine. So there were all kinds of creative ideas, like what if we made it couches inside? What if we reconfigured the bus? And I was like, no. It's called "The Girls on the Bus." The bus has to look like the souped-up Greyhound that I spent my life on.
Without going into too much detail, you're left at the end of these 10 episodes with the feeling that the job isn't done. What were you trying to convey to viewers?
For one, we wanted a big cliffhanger so we could get a Season 2. But for Sadie, her arc is [that] she starts out romanticizing the boys on the bus. All she wants to do is be one of the boys on the bus. I love when [her editor] is like, "Hunter S. Thompson would be an HR crisis now. What are you doing?" By the end of the season, she realizes she can't be like the boys on the bus. That era is over, and she has to be better.
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'The Girls on the Bus' solves the problem of making a show about Hillary Clinton
Max's "The Girls on the Bus," based on Amy Chozick's book "Chasing Hillary," takes out Clinton and politics, too.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-03-14

Melissa Benoist as Sadie McCarthy, left, and Carla Gugino as Grace. (Nicole Rivelli/Max)


No one wants to relive the 2016 presidential election. (Or, indeed, the 2020 one.)
That was always the challenge facing "The Girls on the Bus," Max's compulsively watchable and startlingly apolitical dramedy about the agony of political reporting. Inspired by former New York Times reporter Amy Chozick's memoir "Chasing Hillary," which chronicles her years following Clinton on the campaign trail, the series explores the beat's grubby compromises, temptations and rewards by fictionalizing almost every aspect of the source material. In so doing, it turns a memoir about a globally significant event -- and missteps that contributed to the outcome -- into an ensemble show that locates its narrative stakes in epiphanies about writing and friendship. Also female solidarity, political differences be damned.
The series pinballed from Netflix to the CW before finally landing at the streamer Max, which might account for some its oddities as well as its pleasures. Co-created by Chozick and Julie Plec ("The Vampire Diaries"), the 10-episode season imports the structure but strips out the specific content of Chozick's real observations and highly consequential dilemmas (over how to cover Clinton, among other things -- and whether she and other journalists became Putin's "puppets" in the course of chasing the Podesta-leaks story). The result is a frequently funny drama following four fictional reporters as they cover a flawed female candidate in the lead-up to a fictional Democratic National Convention.
They have different philosophies, backgrounds, temperaments and politics. The protagonist, Sadie McCarthy (Melissa Benoist) is a sympathetic mess struggling to reconcile orders to remain objective with her attachment to a particular candidate. After a major career setback (she became a meme when her candidate lost), she's been given a second chance to resume her political beat at the Sentinel, a thinly veiled version of the New York Times. A devotee of longform narrative who routinely converses with an imaginary Hunter S. Thompson -- with whom she hashes out, among other things, the professional and ethical latitude he and his ilk were granted while female journalists are held to impossible standards -- Sadie works sources and blurs lines without ever quite knowing whether she's connecting with people, manipulating them or both.
Traveling with Sadie and competing with her for scoops is Grace (Carla Gugino), an older, icily effective "scoop machine" and near-celebrity herself who works for the Washington Union (a thinly veiled version of this newspaper). She puts career before family with no apologies, much to her floundering college-aged daughter's (Rose Jackson Smith) distress. She's also competing with family; her estranged father, also a famous journalist, undermines her whenever he can. She's established and cynical, skeptical of liberal bromides, and believes firmly in journalistic objectivity.
Rounding out the quartet are Lola (Natasha Behnam), a 20-something socialist TikTok influencer who funds her journalism by hawking sponsored products to her massive following, and Kimberlyn (Christina Elmore), a Black conservative from a wealthy family working for a Fox News stand-in where she's regularly tokenized.
Fictionalizing the world around "Chasing Hillary" turned out to be a peculiar but generative solution to the problem of adapting it. The closest analogue is Apple TV Plus's "The Morning Show," which also built a parallel media universe to explore the fallout of a real-world event (in that case, the #MeToo exposure of "Today's" Matt Lauer). Like that show, "The Girls on the Bus" is a fake-out. Purporting to take on a major historical moment, it actually prioritizes personal quests -- and interpersonal connections -- over institutional and political crises.
The result is gripping stuff if you're interested in writerly struggles (which I am). And in thinking through the grimy ethics of what these kinds of journalists sometimes have to do (extract confidences and then betray them, essentially committing private harms for the sake of an abstract Public Good). The series works best when it gives these characters room to act out as the passionate weirdos they are (Gugino and Behnam especially). The dialogue crackles when they grapple with what journalism is, whether objectivity is possible and how sources should be cultivated, audiences served, bosses appeased, stories funded or careers built.
That aspect gets blurry as the season proceeds because with the exception of Sadie (a true believer prone to real introspection about the consequences of her coverage), these characters, compelling though they are, can barely even be called ciphers for the ideologies they're supposed to represent. This is particularly true of Kimberlyn, the Black right-wing journalist, whose lament -- that there is no journalistic home for people like her -- can be sustained only by preventing her from articulating any beliefs at all.
In practice no one, not even the TikToker, seems to actually believe what they say they do. (When she's recruited by a respectable but right-leaning newspaper, for example, the intemperate leftie's joy at being recognized by a legitimate news outlet seems untainted by her future employer's well-known conservatism.) A strained but respectable effort to make the women broad-minded enough to bond despite their differences collapses -- as the plot brings them together to take a bad man down -- into piffle. While obviously riffing on "The Boys on the Bus," Timothy Crouse's 1973 book about all-male "pack journalism" during the 1972 election, the show sometimes seems to understand itself as making a dull, predictable and thoroughly unpersuasive point about how women, in contrast to their male counterparts, work together instead of competing.
That said, there's a winsome and winky self-awareness to "The Girls on the Bus," and the ways the profession incentivizes self-absorption, that saves it from the dour "ethical conundrums" that perennially plague Reese Witherspoon's character on "The Morning Show." When Sadie gets contacted by an anonymous source, for instance, the show is overt about her hopes that she's going to make her name by working with the next Deep Throat and her growing fear -- which proves to be justified -- that she's in fact being used by the sorts of ugly forces she'd been idealistically hoping to expose.
The plot gets silly whenever it tries to sharpen into a crisis, or a point. That doesn't detract as much as you might think from the show's real strength, which is its muscular exploration of ambivalence, discomfort, ambition, idealism, self-delusion and betrayal. There's more complexity than you might expect, much of it pertaining to the professional myopia from which the show self-consciously suffers. And what the series lacks in moral seriousness -- and forfeits by teleporting to a reality with no Clinton or Donald Trump -- it compensates for by gamely and sometimes even rigorously investigating the mechanics of fallibility.
The Girls on the Bus (10 episodes) premieres March 14 with two episodes on Max, with subsequent episodes airing weekly.
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They were in Fugazi. Now their jazz transformation is complete.      
"The Messthetics and James Brandon Lewis" was recorded in two days, after just one day of rehearsal and before a debut gig at Blues Alley in D.C. 
By Chris Kelly | 2024-03-14

Now a quartet, Messthetics are, from left, James Brandon Lewis, Anthony Pirog, Joe Lally and Brendan Canty. (Shervin Lainez)


Music is a series of conversations. It's a dialogue of moments and movements, in harmony or dissonance with what came before, after or simultaneously. It's also the exchanges between players on a record or the stage, with each other and their audience.
Brendan Canty and Joe Lally have been in conversation for a lifetime, including their years as the rhythm section for foundational D.C. post-hardcore band Fugazi. Once that group took an indefinite hiatus in 2003, so did the pair's dialogue, until they reunited in 2016 to form the Messthetics with Anthony Pirog, a guitar genius no matter the genre. As the Messthetics, the trio scouted the frontiers of instrumental, jazz-inflected punk on two albums and at countless shows.
For nearly a decade, Pirog had also been on the line with James Brandon Lewis, an accomplished jazz saxophonist and composer based in Brooklyn who studied music at Howard University. The trio and the jazz bandleader have shared songs and stages, including a three-song set at New York's Winter Jazzfest in 2019 that sparked the flame for a full album from the foursome.
"It felt like it clicked, especially on [the song] 'Serpent's Tongue,' because that track is very high energy, but with James, it just went over the top," Pirog recalled of that Jazzfest performance on a recent Zoom call. "From that first experience, it was a very exciting collaboration."
For Lewis, coming into the fold was a natural extension of his collaborations with Pirog. He says he doesn't try to force or control the music, instead following where it leads without preconceived notions of what form it should take.
"I'm always chasing energy, so the more energy the better. Although, maybe I need to start working out for that, because I'm getting older, and just going off energy and not working out is a challenge," says Lewis, his tone measured and his wit bone dry.
"You should try cocaine," Canty jokingly suggests.
"If my grandmother reads this interview: Grandma, I did not say that," Lewis says.
The lighthearted bonhomie belies a serious approach to music on the simply titled "The Messthetics and James Brandon Lewis," released March 15 on legendary jazz imprint Impulse! Records. Impressively, the album was recorded in two days, after just one day of rehearsal and before a debut gig at Blues Alley in D.C. The band notes that the addition of Lewis stepped up the high-energy musicality that the trio had honed on two previous albums and countless shows.
"James completes the picture in such a wonderful way," Lally says. "It was like adding scenes to a movie or chapters to a book: It was so much more expansive to have James involved, and we left room for that to happen."
Canty concurs. "If you leave space for somebody that has something to say, they'll say it," he says, "and James always had something to say."
The album was written and laid out to leave room for Pirog and Lewis to toy with melodies, trade solos and play together. Recorded by engineer Don Godwin, many of the songs on the record are first takes: If musical lightning was going to hit, the band wanted to be ready for it.
Lewis's saxophone adds a bold voice to what the trio has done previously. He soars over riffs that chug along and ring out on "Emergence," embellishing a punk fury during the song's climax, and leads with a bluesy swagger on "That Thang." But the album often finds the group in a meditative mood, whether on restrained songs such as "Three Sisters" or the mournful "Boatly," which builds patiently before letting out a moving crescendo like a good cry.
"We got in there and just tried to play jazz, tried to listen to each other and play off each other. It was one of the easiest sessions I've ever been involved with, because it was inspired," Canty recalls. "The entire session felt like a great conversation between four people all weekend long. We were really excited, all of us at the same time, about what was coming off the tape."
That tape tells the tale of a conversation between longtime collaborators, the way old friends can reconnect after years apart and pick up where they left off.
"Brendan and I have things that we don't even know that we have or know how to address or talk about -- they just are things that we do together," Lally explains, noting that Pirog and Lewis have developed a similar nonverbal language. "Those two entities coming together don't have that much trouble sharing the space together, because we know how to leave room for the rest of the conversation."
For Canty, a multi-instrumentalist who plays drums in this band, the process is a welcome challenge.
"I'm trying so hard to stay on top and continue the dialogue at the level that these guys are throwing out. I'm trying, and it's hard," he admits. "I love what they're saying, but man, they are speaking in a language that is very advanced to me."
What the musicians make clear is that, despite their combined roots in punk, jazz and various threads of experimental music, their only intention when hitting the studio was to be honest and present in the moment.
"It's that feeling that something new can happen," Lally says. "It's the moment of what you're trying to get at and what you can do together. It is wild, and it's keeping [the music] in a place where it's new to you."
For Lewis, the stakes are high whenever performing and recording is involved.
"Nobody is going into the studio not wanting to make something great -- you gotta listen to this stuff for the rest of your life. It better sound good."
That same philosophy extends to Lewis's approach to live performances, which he describes as "championships."
"You get one time to play -- that's a championship," he explains. "I don't mean the connotation of it being competitive, I mean that there is no tomorrow. There's only right now to maximize the moment."
As for all musicians, this moment comes as memories of the peak pandemic period fade, despite the indelible mark it left on daily life. During that time, the members of the Messthetics didn't see one another for a while and it wasn't clear if they'd ever reconvene. Being together, now as a foursome, has the musicians focused on the possibilities of the future.
"Every day you pick up a guitar or piano or drums, anytime you get up there ... your life is so short, you have to work at it. You have to practice and make mistakes and listen to those mistakes to figure out what you're hearing," Canty says. "We get up there and it's tabula rasa. You try to clear the decks of all your preconceived notions, and then you listen for the things that are actually happening right in front of you."
Toward the end of our interview, the band members encourage Pirog to contribute to the conversation; though he was the linchpin for the band's new configuration, he's been quiet for most of the call.
When he does speak up, his comment -- "It's like they already said everything" -- speaks to the narrative they've crafted in the moment. But for a band in conversation with itself, the dual heritages of punk and jazz and audiences eager to explore new musical ground, it's clear the Messthetics still have plenty to say.
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Astrid Sonne knows that baby-making music should be weird
On "Great Doubt," Astrid Sonne makes a big question ("do you wanna have a baby?") almost galactic.
By Chris Richards | 2024-03-13

Astrid Sonne's new album is "Great Doubt." (Conrad Pack)


Until recently, the strangest pop song I'd ever heard about procreation was "I Wanna Have Your Babies," a bubbly reproductive prelude from 2007, delivered with giddy-horny gusto by the British blue-eyed soul singer Natasha Bedingfield. Whereas most pop songs utilize at least a modicum of gloss to conceal the thirstiest elements of the human condition, this thing sounded like it was shot full of caffeine and truth serum. "Trust me," Bedingfield sang on the bridge, "it would scare you that I've picked out the church, all the schools, all the names." Unhinged and unashamed, "I Wanna Have Your Babies" still sounds as exhilarating as it does believable.
Baby-making music hadn't felt as bizarre since. Then Astrid Sonne came along with "Do You Wanna," the haunting highlight of the young Danish composer's starkly evocative new album, "Great Doubt." The song finds Sonne asking the big question -- "Do you wanna have a baby?" -- at least two different ways. At the outset, it's something like a blunt-force pickup line, drained of solicitousness, flirtatiousness or anything resembling desire. "You look at me," Sonne sings, sounding like Sade after an extra Xanax. "Do you wanna have a baby?" Then the drumbeat -- hi-hat ticking like a clock; kick drum pounding like a headache -- drops out, and Sonne retreats into her own mind. "I think to myself, 'Do you wanna have a baby?'" Her voice sounds every bit as cool and matter-of-fact as before. Maybe we've been inside her head the entire time.
Either way, this is new turf for Sonne, whose previous albums were largely instrumental efforts that drew heavily on ambient music and classic minimalism. "Great Doubt" toggles back and forth between wordless soundscaping and sung songs, but in both modes, Sonne likes playing switcheroo games with synthetic and acoustic timbres -- real viola here, fake string section there and so on. As for her lyrics, they continuously tap into the strangeness of the everyday. "Look up at the sky," she sings on "Staying Here," her words echoing off some unknowable surface. "Everything is unreal, but I'm not going anywhere."
This, along with nearly every other moment on "Great Doubt," seems to be pointing back to "Do You Wanna." Life is weird. And we're stuck in it. Which makes the act of summoning new human beings into our company -- from the cosmos; from your bloodline; from wherever you think babies come from -- really weird. In the song's second half, Sonne poses a follow-up question that doesn't raise the stakes so much as clarify and expand them: "Do you wanna bring people into this world?" Then she repeats the word "people" in a melody that rises then droops, communicating an optimism weighed down by hard truth.
Not kids. People. She's thinking about the ramifications of baby-making in time scales longer than childhood and parameters broader than family. Why does a question so sensible, so altruistic, feel so strange? And why is life's strangeness the very thing that so often makes it feel the most real? Sonne's sobering final answer applies to all of these questions: "I really don't know."
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'Arthur the King,' with Mark Wahlberg and a cute dog, is a royal letdown
The fact-based story of an adventure racing team and its canine companion stumbles to the finish line in "Arthur the King."
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-03-13

Mark Wahlberg as Michael Light, with Ukai the dog as Arthur, in "Arthur the King." (Carlos Rodriguez/Lionsgate)


As the disembodied commentary of Bear Grylls emphasizes in "Arthur the King," adventure racing is an exercise in improvisation. A ragtag group of athletes kayak, climb, cycle and sprint through the wilderness from checkpoint to checkpoint in this fact-based film, but how they and their newfound canine companion navigate the course is all about their intuition and capacity for taking risks.
Regrettably, there are no gambles in this crossbreed of sports movie and doggy drama that dutifully -- and lazily -- stays on course from beginning to end. Heartstrings are tugged, dogs are adored and it's all inoffensively inspirational. Plus, any animal lover will be hard-pressed not to shed a tear or two upon seeing an imperiled pup come to be lovingly embraced. But amid the perfunctory characters and dumbed-down dialogue, director Simon Cellan Jones and screenwriter Michael Brandt lose this race by carving out the safest path.
Adapted from "Arthur: The Dog Who Crossed the Jungle to Find a Home," a book by Swedish racer Mikael Lindnord, "Arthur the King" changes our protagonist's nationality -- meet Mark Wahlberg's all-American underdog Michael Light -- and fictionalizes many of the circumstances around which Lindnord met his furry pal during the 2014 Adventure Racing World Championship in Ecuador. (The movie is set at a 2018 race in the Dominican Republic.)
Still, the broad strokes of the tale stay the same. As Michael and his team rest between stages in the Dominican jungle, he tosses a meatball to a stray dog he comes to call Arthur (played by Ukai, a certifiable good boy). Before he knows it, he has inadvertently recruited a fifth team member for the hundreds of miles of treacherous trekking to come.
But that union doesn't occur until halfway through "Arthur the King," which must trudge through a swamp of muddied exposition before picking up speed. As established by a brief prologue, set at a 2015 race that went awry, Wahlberg's Michael is perceived as the best adventure racer to have never won an event. Leave it to Grylls, whose play-by-play is oddly omnipresent during races that don't appear to be televised, to offer an eye-rolling summation of Michael's reputation: "Some might say he's his own worst enemy."

Simu Liu and Mark Wahlberg team up in "Arthur the King." (Carlos Rodriguez/Lionsgate)


When we catch up with Michael three years later in Colorado, he's seemingly living a life of domestic bliss, raising a sweet daughter (Cece Valentina) with his wife and ex-teammate, Helen (Juliet Rylance). But despite his lovely family and a stunning home in the mountains, we're told Michael has resisted putting down roots because he's still haunted by his winless resume. (Sure.) So he promptly jets off to Big Sur, West Hollywood and Hawaii to assemble a squad for the Adventure Racing World Championship and chase that elusive title.
We start with Chik (Ali Suliman), a past-his-prime navigator nursing Chekhov's bum knee. Then there's Olivia (Nathalie Emmanuel), an ace climber trying to live up to her dying father's legacy. (That undercooked subplot leads poor Emmanuel to deliver the most jarring reveal of a cancer diagnosis this side of "The Room.") And Simu Liu plays Leo, a caricature of a social media influencer who, of course, is more about self-promotion than teamwork. Along the way, we check in on Arthur and his ruff-and-tumble life on the streets of Santo Domingo before he meets Michael's team.
If you look past the forced banter and exhausted sports cliches, "Arthur the King" does offer curiosity-piquing insight into the high-octane world of adventure racing, with its quirky intricacies and grueling feats of fortitude. The movie also tackles the competing interests of sport and sponsorship, dipping a toe in that weightier discourse without taking the plunge. And Jones delivers plenty of thrills as our heroes cover 435 miles in five-plus days, peaking in a zip-line misadventure packed with white-knuckle antics and tension-cutting quips.
Although Arthur's introduction to Michael's team ups the aww factor, it's tough to square the intensity of the thrill-seeking marathon with the inherent silliness of a dog staring into the camera as whines and whimpers are seemingly added in postproduction. And no amount of puppy love can salvage the woof-worthy dialogue. Even when a rousing finale provides a dash of redemption, it's not enough to rescue a movie that stumbles out of the blocks and never recovers.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains strong language and scenes of peril. 107 minutes.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2024/03/13/arthur-king-review-mark-wahlberg/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Problemista' injects absurd humor into an immigration nightmare
SNL and "Los Espookys" veteran Julio Torres makes his feature film directing debut with "Problemista."
By Ann Hornaday | 2024-03-13

Julio Torres in "Problemista." (Jon Pack/FreezeCorp/A24 Films)


Fans of the surrealist humor of Julio Torres, who created the cult comedy "Los Espookys" as well as sketches for "Saturday Night Live," will be the best prepared for "Problemista," Torres's feature filmmaking debut and his most personal work to date. The story is a familiar one -- a young immigrant fetches up in New York to seek his fortune, only to be buffeted by a bumptious city and cut to the quick by its competitive edge -- but Torres reshapes it into something simultaneously more fantastical and far more real.
Alejandro (Torres) is a would-be toy designer trying to get into an internship program at Hasbro. Meanwhile, he's been working at a cryogenics corporation and seems on his way to obtaining a work visa until something goes awry and he's summarily fired. His only option is to begin working for a temperamental art critic named Elizabeth (Tilda Swinton), who agrees to sign his visa papers as long as he performs a series of superficially simple but increasingly Kafkaesque tasks having to do with updating the database of her late husband's paintings with archival software called FileMaker Pro.
Alejandro's travails in trying to placate Elizabeth form the center of "Problemista," which is spiked with moments of magical realism (Larry Owens portrays a terrifying, seductive personification of Craigslist) and Torres's own metaphorical imagination. He gives visual language to the impossible immigration bureaucracy in a mazelike structure of boxes, hatches and file cabinets; at one point, when Alejandro is meeting with his immigration lawyer and idly says, "We'll see," the attorney jots it down excitedly, saying, "That's a great slogan for us!"

In "Problemista," Julio Torres's demanding boss is played by Tilda Swinton. (Jon Pack/FreezeCorp/A24 Films)


Another recurring motif in "Problemista" is an hourglass, which appears on-screen to reinforce Alejandro's race against time. One of the film's greatest strengths lies in how Torres communicates stress, whether at the hands of the apathetic strangers who control his fate with one mouse click, or the narcissistic, selfish, operatically unreasonable bosses who have made for can-you-top-this contests since happy hours were invented. One of Torres's most subtle and poignant effects is having unfortunate people simply vaporize into thin air when their time is up.
Alejandro is determined to escape that fate, and "Problemista" is at its most spikily dynamic when it's centered on his fraught relationship with Elizabeth, a potentially stock character that Swinton infuses with fiery, fearsome hauteur. Whereas Alejandro is recessive and meek -- Torres plays him with a downcast, socially awkward frown and a bouncy trot that adds to the air of dreamy winsomeness -- Elizabeth is a human force majeure, all magenta hair and outsize shoulder pads. Anyone this pathologically self-centered, passive-aggressive and manipulative would usually be too loathsome to like, but Swinton finds the humor and vulnerability even in her most outlandish behavior. (Catalina Saavedra plays Dolores, Alejandro's artist mother, who is in her own kind of creative limbo back home.)
Torres's storytelling can seem baggy and digressive at times, but "Problemista" finally becomes something greater than its parts. (Isabella Rossellini provides the fractured-fairy-tale narration.) The dream sequences, flashbacks and sidetracks don't always succeed, and Torres's absurdist humor is hit-or-miss. But "Problemista" turns out to be less an indictment than a warmhearted homage -- to the courage it takes to leave home, the even greater courage it takes to watch our children leave home, and the difficult, demanding, dumbfoundingly confident people who teach the rest of us how to take up space, ask for more and never even think of apologizing.
"Problemista" is far from perfect, but it will hit home for anyone in need of reassurance that irrational hope can triumph over even more irrational experience.
R. At area theaters. Contains some profanity and sexual content. In English and Spanish with subtitles. 104 minutes.
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