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    [image: In this image from video provided by Senate TV, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks on the Senate floor at the Capitol in Washington, March 14, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" amid the Israeli bombardment of Gaza and a growing humanitarian crisis there. Schumer is the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S. (Senate TV via AP)]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., departs after saying he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" and is an obstacle to peace in the region amid a growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Schumer, who is the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., strongly criticized Netanyahu in a lengthy speech and called for Israel to hold new elections. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu chairs a cabinet meeting at the Kirya military base, which houses the Israeli Ministry of Defense, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Dec. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington, March 12, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | FILE - Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington, March 12, 2024. Schumer is calling on Israel to hold new elections. Schumer says he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" amid the Israeli bombardment of Gaza and a growing humanitarian crisis there. Schumer is the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S.. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk listens to the media in Berlin, Germany, Friday, March 15, 2024. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, France's President Emmanuel Macron and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk meet in Berlin for the so-called Weimar Triangle talks. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., departs after saying he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" and is an obstacle to peace in the region amid a growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Schumer, who is the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., strongly criticized Netanyahu in a lengthy speech and called for Israel to hold new elections. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republicans and Israeli officials were quick to express outrage after Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer sharply criticized Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's handling of the war in Gaza and called for Israel to hold new elections. They accused the Democratic leader of breaking the unwritten rule against interfering in a close ally's electoral politics. 
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell reacted to Schumer by saying it was "hypocritical for Americans who hyperventilate about interference in our own democracy to call for the removal of a democratically elected leader." 
House Speaker Mike Johnson said Schumer's call for new elections was "inappropriate." Even Benny Gantz, a political rival of Netanyahu and member of Israel's war cabinet, said Schumer's remarks were "counterproductive." 
Schumer's stinging rebuke of Netanyahu -- the senator said the Israeli leader had "lost his way" and was an obstacle to peace -- was certainly provocative but it was hardly norm-breaking. U.S. leaders, as well as American allies, are more frequently butting into electoral politics beyond the water's edge. 

    


Look no further than the close and historically complicated relationship that American presidents and congressional leaders have negotiated with Israel leaders over the last 75 years.




"It is an urban legend that we don't intervene in Israeli politics and they don't try to intervene in ours," said Aaron David Miller, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, who worked as a Middle East negotiator in Republican and Democratic administrations. "We do intercede and they do intercede in ours."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2019, with just weeks to go before Netanyahu faced a difficult election, President Donald Trump abruptly declared the U.S. was recognizing Israel's sovereignty over the disputed Golan Heights, giving Netanyahu a political boost just when he badly needed it.

    


In 2015, Republican House Speaker John Boehner invited Netanyahu to deliver an address to Congress during sensitive negotiations about Iran's nuclear program and shortly before a national election in Israel. 
Boehner did not coordinate the invitation with President Barack Obama's administration. Obama declined to invite Netanyahu to the White House during the visit, with White House officials saying that holding such a visit so close to Israel's election would be inappropriate.
The standard Obama set for a White House visit wasn't one Bill Clinton subscribed to years earlier. In April 1996, Clinton invited Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres to the White House to sign a $100 million counter-terrorism accord shortly before an Israeli election. Years later, Clinton acknowledged in an interview that he was trying to give Peres a boost with voters. 
It didn't work; Peres lost to Netanyahu.
In practice, keeping out of allies' elections has been more of a professed American value than enshrined protocol. U.S. leaders have frequently demonstrated a "varsity versus junior varsity" approach to how overtly they noodle in the internal politics of friends, says Edward Frantz, a University of Indianapolis historian. The bigger the ally's economy, the less likely American leaders are to meddle openly in its elections.

    


"American politicians want to have it both ways," Frantz said. "There are moments when American leaders want to and need to speak out and have their say. But there is reason to stay close to the lines on elections. You don't want foreign governments to interfere in our own internal politics, either."
The lines have only become blurrier in recent years, and are being tested by how world leaders are approaching November's Biden-Trump rematch.
This past week, during a White House visit on the 25th anniversary of Poland's accession into NATO, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk didn't obscure his desire to see Biden win another term.
"I want you to know that your campaign four years ago was really inspirational for me and for so many Poles," said Tusk, with conservative Polish President Andrzej Duda by his side. "And we were encouraged ... after your victory. Thank you for your determination. It was something really important for -- not only for the United States."

    


Tusk later singled out Johnson, the Republican House speaker, to blame for Washington's deadlock on a spending bill with $60 billion in aid for Ukraine, which is running low on ammunition and arms in its war with Russia.
"This is not some political skirmish that has significance only here, on the American political stage," said Tusk. He told reporters that inaction by Johnson could "cost thousands of human lives in Ukraine."
Last week, Biden slammed Trump for hosting Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who has described a possible comeback by Trump as the "only serious chance" for an end to the war in Ukraine.

    


Hungary, like the U.S., is a member of NATO. Orban has become an icon to some conservative populists for championing "illiberal democracy," replete with restrictions on immigration and LGBTQ+ rights. 
Biden during a recent campaign event noted that Trump was meeting Orban, and said the Hungarian leader is "looking for dictatorship." Hungary summoned the U.S. ambassador to Budapest, David Pressman, to register displeasure with the president's comments.
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said the president stood by his comments.
"Our position is that Hungary has engaged in an assault on democratic institutions, and that remains a source of grave concern to us," Sullivan said.
The Schumer comments in the midst of Israel's difficult five-month war offer new strain to the U.S.-Israel relationship. 
That relationship already has seen tensions between Biden and Netanyahu mount as the Palestinian death toll rises and innocent civilians suffer while the U.S. and others struggle to get aid past Israel's blockade and into Gaza. National elections are set for 2026 in Israel though they could well come earlier.
Biden, in a brief exchange with reporters on Friday, said he thought Schumer had delivered "a good speech." The president and White House officials, however, stopped short of endorsing Schumer's call for elections.
There have been other moments of deep tension in the U.S-Israeli relationship. 
President Dwight Eisenhower pressured Israel with the threat of sanctions into withdrawing from the Sinai in 1957 in the midst of the Suez Crisis. Ronald Reagan delayed the delivery of F16 fighter jets to Israel at a time of escalating violence in the Middle East. President George H.W. Bush held up $10 billion in loan guarantees to force the cessation of Israeli settlement activity in the occupied territories.
But the press by Schumer for new elections ventures into uncharted territory.
"All of those other crises were sort of one-offs," Miller said. "They were efforts to move Israel in a focused, discrete way on a specific issue. What you have now after years of Netanyahu's premierships is a fundamental crisis of confidence, which cuts to the core of the U.S.-Israel relationship."
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Cease-fire talks with Israel and Hamas are expected to resume Sunday in Qatar

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A ship carrying 200 tons of aid for Palestinians was seen nearing Gaza on Friday. The ship set sail for Gaza from Cyprus on Tuesday in a pilot program for the opening of a sea corridor to the territory, where the 5-month Israel-Hamas war has driven hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to the brink of starvation. The push to get food in by sea -- along with a recent campaign of airdrops into isolated northern Gaza -- highlighted the international community's frustration with the growing humanitarian crisis and its inability to get aid in by road. (AP video/Abdel Kareem Hana; Production/Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Ship carrying 200 tons of aid approaches Gaza

        
        
            A ship carrying 200 tons of aid for Palestinians was seen nearing Gaza on Friday. The ship set sail for Gaza from Cyprus on Tuesday in a pilot program for the opening of a sea corridor to the territory, where the 5-month Israel-Hamas war has driven hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to the brink of starvation. The push to get food in by sea -- along with a recent campaign of airdrops into isolated northern Gaza -- highlighted the international community's frustration with the growing humanitarian crisis and its inability to get aid in by road. (AP video/Abdel Kareem Hana; Production/Wafaa Shurafa)
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A ship carrying 200 tons of aid for Palestinians was seen nearing Gaza on Friday. The ship set sail for Gaza from Cyprus on Tuesday in a pilot program for the opening of a sea corridor to the territory, where the 5-month Israel-Hamas war has driven hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to the brink of starvation. The push to get food in by sea -- along with a recent campaign of airdrops into isolated northern Gaza -- highlighted the international community's frustration with the growing humanitarian crisis and its inability to get aid in by road. (AP video/Abdel Kareem Hana; Production/Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Aid ship nears Gaza as Israel strikes targets in territory

        
        
            A ship carrying 200 tons of aid approached the coast of Gaza on Friday while smoke was seen rising from buildings in the northern area of Wadi Gaza. (AP Video / Abdel Kareem Hana)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Aid ship nears Gaza as Israel strikes targets in territory
A ship carrying 200 tons of aid approached the coast of Gaza on Friday while smoke was seen rising from buildings in the northern area of Wadi Gaza. (AP Video / Abdel Kareem Hana)
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Israeli Army, a ship transporting humanitarian aid from the World Central Kitchen (WCK) organization, led by the United Arab Emirates, arrives in the Gaza Strip's maritime space, Friday, March 15, 2024. The Israeli military says a ship has delivered 200 tons of food, water and humanitarian supplies to Gaza, inaugurating a sea route from Cyprus. The sea route is intended to bring more assistance to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in the enclave five months into the war between Israel and Hamas. (Israeli Army via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | In this photo provided by the Israeli Army, a ship transporting humanitarian aid from the World Central Kitchen (WCK) organization, led by the United Arab Emirates, arrives in the Gaza Strip's maritime space, Friday, March 15, 2024. The Israeli military says a ship has delivered 200 tons of food, water and humanitarian supplies to Gaza, inaugurating a sea route from Cyprus. The sea route is intended to bring more assistance to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in the enclave five months into the war between Israel and Hamas. (Israeli Army via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11
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[image: In this photo provided by the Israeli Army, humanitarian aid transported from a ship from the World Central Kitchen (WCK) organization, led by the United Arab Emirates, arrives in the Gaza Strip's maritime space, Friday, March 15, 2024. The Israeli military says a ship has delivered 200 tons of food, water and humanitarian supplies to Gaza, inaugurating a sea route from Cyprus. The sea route is intended to bring more assistance to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in the enclave five months into the war between Israel and Hamas. (Israeli Army via AP)]
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[image: The second vessel, left, with food aid from aid group World Central Kitchen prepares to depart for Gaza, at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Muslim worshippers gather for Friday prayers by the Dome of Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Stalled talks aimed at securing a cease-fire in the war between Israel and Hamas are expected to resume in earnest in Qatar as soon as Sunday, according to Egyptian officials.
The talks would mark the first time both Israeli officials and Hamas leaders join the indirect negotiations since the start of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. International mediators had hoped to secure a six-week truce before Ramadan started earlier this week, but Hamas refused any deal that wouldn't lead to a permanent cease-fire in Gaza, a demand Israel rejected.
In recent days, however, both sides have made moves aimed at getting the talks, which never fully broke off, back on track.
Hamas gave mediators a new proposal for a three-stage plan that would end the fighting, according to two Egyptian officials, one who is involved in the talks and a second who was briefed on them. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to reveal the contents of the sensitive discussions.





    


The first stage would be a six-week cease-fire that would see the release of 35 hostages -- women, those who are ill and older people -- held by militants in Gaza in exchange for 350 Palestinian prisoners held by Israel.
Hamas would also release at least five female soldiers in exchange for 50 prisoners, including some serving long sentences on terror charges, for each soldier. Israeli forces would withdraw from two main roads in Gaza, let displaced Palestinians return to northern Gaza, which has been devastated by the fighting, and allow the free flow of aid to the area, the officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nearly one in three children under 2 years old in the isolated north have acute malnutrition, the United Nations children's agency said Friday.
In the second phase, the two sides would declare a permanent cease-fire and Hamas would free the remaining Israeli soldiers held hostage in exchange for more prisoners, the officials said.

    


In the third phase, Hamas would hand over the bodies it's holding in exchange for Israel lifting the blockade of Gaza and allowing reconstruction to start, the officials said.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the proposal "unrealistic." However, he agreed to send Israeli negotiators to Qatar for more talks.
Those talks were expected to resume Sunday afternoon, though they could get pushed to Monday, the Egyptian officials said.
Netanyahu's government has rejected calls for a permanent cease-fire, insisting it must first fulfill its stated goal of "annihilating Hamas."
Netanyahu's office also said Friday he approved military plans to attack Rafah, the southernmost town in Gaza where some 1.4 million displaced Palestinians -- more than half the enclave's population -- are sheltering.
Many Palestinians fled to Rafah when Israel attacked Gaza following the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israel that killed 1,200 people and left another 250 hostage.
The United States and other countries have warned that a military operation in Rafah could be disastrous, but Israel says it plans to push ahead to destroy Hamas battalions stationed there.

    


Netanyahu's office did not give details or a timetable for the Rafah operation but said it would involve the evacuation of the civilian population. The military has said it planned to direct civilians to "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday the U.S. has yet to see "a clear and implementable plan" to safeguard innocent people in Rafah from an Israeli incursion.
The Gaza Health Ministry said Saturday that at least 31,553 Palestinians have been killed in the war. The ministry does not differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead.
An Israeli strike early Saturday flattened a house in the urban Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza, killing at least 19 people including nine children, according to records at the al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital. An Associated Press journalist there saw the bodies.

    


Israel's offensive has driven most of Gaza's 2.3 million people from their homes. A quarter of Gaza's population is starving, according to the U.N.
As part of efforts to get desperately needed aid into Gaza, a ship inaugurated a sea route from Cyprus on Friday and offloaded 200 tons of humanitarian supplies sent by the aid group World Central Kitchen destined for people in northern Gaza.
The group said Saturday it was preparing another vessel in Cyprus with hundreds of tons of Gaza-bound aid.
Also on Saturday, Germany joined a group of countries, including the U.S. and Jordan, in conducting airdrops of aid over Gaza. The U.S. also has announced separate plans to construct a pier to get aid in.
Displaced Palestinians living in tents along the Mediterranean coast remained hungry and bleak. "The situation is so bad that no one can imagine it, and the ship, even if it helps, will be a drop in the ocean," said Zahr Saqr in Muwasi. "We run like dogs behind air drops."

    


___
Associated Press writers Bassem Mroue in Beirut and Jack Jeffery in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
This version corrects the name of the aid group to World Central Kitchen.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Russians cast ballots in an election preordained to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A woman checks a pen prior to fill her ballot at a pooling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A woman casts a ballot at a pooling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: An elderly woman casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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[image: A man casts a ballot with his family at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: Family leave a polling station after voting during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A woman casts a ballot at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A woman leaves a booth at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A woman leaves a booth at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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                                        Voters across Russia cast ballots Saturday on the second day of an election set to formalize six more years of power for President Vladimir Putin, who faces no serious challengers after crushing political dissent over his nearly quarter-century of rule.
The election comes against the backdrop of a ruthless crackdown that has stifled independent media and prominent rights groups. Putin's fiercest foe, Alexei Navalny, died in an Arctic prison in February, and other critics are either in jail or in exile. 
The 71-year-old Putin faces three token rivals from Kremlin-friendly parties who have refrained from any criticism of him or his full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Putin has cast his war in Ukraine, now in its third year, as an existential battle against the U.S. and other Western powers bent on destroying Russia.
Officials said voting was proceeding in an orderly fashion. But despite tight controls, at least a half-dozen cases of vandalism at polling stations were reported Friday and Saturday, including a firebombing and several people pouring green liquid into ballot boxes. The latter was an apparent homage to Navalny, who in 2017 was attacked by an assailant who splashed green disinfectant in his face.

    


A 50-year-old university professor was arrested Saturday after she unsuccessfully tried to throw green liquid into a ballot box in the Urals city of Ekaterinburg. She was imprisoned for 15 days for "petty hooliganism", but could face further charges, according to local news outlet Ura.ru. A pensioner in the Altai region in southern Siberia was also detained after attempting to damage ballots, Russia's state news agency Tass reported. 




Russian lawmakers suggested introducing a new law to punish election saboteurs with sentences of up to eight years in prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, a video released on social media by Russian election monitoring group Golos appeared to show staff at a polling station in the southern city of Krasnodar stuffing multiple voting slips into ballot boxes.

    


Also Saturday, Ukrainian drone and missile attacks once again hit deep inside the country. Tass said an armed group also tried to penetrate Russia's border region from Ukraine.
Two people were killed in Ukrainian shelling of the Russian border city of Belgorod, regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said on Telegram, ordering shopping centers and schools to shut down because of the security situation. Meanwhile, local officials denied reports of explosions at polling stations in the border city, Tass said. 
Dozens of people have been killed in Belgorod since the war began.
Elsewhere, a Ukrainian drone attack caused a fire at an oil refinery belonging to Russian oil company Rosneft in the Samara region, 1,065 kilometers (660 miles) southeast of Moscow, the regional governor said. 
One person was killed and four other people were wounded in the city of Kakhovka in the illegally annexed Kherson region of Ukraine, the Russia-installed governor Vladimir Saldo said, blaming a Ukrainian drone attack that he said was aimed at disrupting the election.

    


Earlier, Tass reported that a Ukrainian drone also dropped an explosive on a polling station in the illegally annexed Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine. 
In the period leading up to the vote, Putin boasted about battlefield successes in Ukraine, where Russian troops have recently made incremental gains relying on their edge in firepower.
On Friday, Putin described the week's cross-border shelling and incursions by Ukrainian forces as an attempt by Ukraine to frighten Russians and derail the vote. He vowed that the attacks "won't be left unpunished."
Despite the attacks, analysts say the Kremlin needs a high turnout in the election to signal that Russians approve of the war and to legitimize Putin for another term. 
The Russian defense ministry has served as a key growth engine, working around the clock to churn out missiles, tanks and ammunition and cushioning Russians from the economic impact of the war -- driving down unemployment and driving up wages. Russia's wartime economy has also proven to be resilient, expanding despite bruising Western sanctions. 

    


Russia's opposition movement has urged those unhappy with Putin or the war to show up at the polls at noon Sunday, the final day of voting, as a form of protest. The strategy was endorsed by Navalny not long before his death.
Voting is taking place at polling stations across Russia's 11 time zones, in illegally annexed regions of Ukraine, and online. 
Western leaders have derided the vote as a travesty of democracy.
European Council President Charles Michel mockingly congratulated Putin on Friday on "his landslide victory" in an election that was technically still underway. "No opposition. No freedom. No choice," he wrote on the social media platform X.
Beyond the lack of options for voters, the possibilities for independent monitoring are very limited. No significant international observers were present. Only registered, Kremlin-approved candidates -- or state-backed advisory bodies -- can assign observers to polling stations, decreasing the likelihood of independent watchdogs.
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Mnuchin's interest in TikTok and distressed NY bank echoes his pre-Trump investment playbook

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin speaks with reporters at the White House, March 13, 2020, in Washington. Mnuchin is interested in buying TikTok, just days after his investment firm led a $1 billion deal to inject life into a beaten-down bank.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin leaves Federal Court after testifying in Tom Barrack's trial, Oct. 20, 2022, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Mnuchin is now interested in buying TikTok, just days after his investment firm led a $1 billion deal to inject life into a beaten-down bank. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It seems like a bizarre mishmash: A former Trump cabinet official is saying he wants to buy TikTok just days after leading a group that pumped $1 billion into a beaten-down bank. But it all actually fits in with the complicated career of Steven Mnuchin.
The man who served as former President Donald Trump's Treasury secretary is well connected in the world of finance, after all. From 1985 to 2002, he worked at Goldman Sachs, one of the most storied -- and criticized -- investment banks on Wall Street.
Mnuchin also has a history in media and entertainment. Among his Hollywood credits are "Mad Max: Fury Road" and "The Lego Movie," where he was one of the executive producers. Think of them as much bigger-budget versions of TikTok videos. 
And Mnuchin certainly has experience taking risks with troubled institutions. He famously swooped in to turn around the struggling IndyMac bank after its failure in the financial crisis of 2008. 

    


But for critics, Mnuchin's dealmaking also raises concerns about ethics. Robert Weissman, president of the watchdog group Public Citizen, points to TikTok in particular, where the U.S. government may force its Chinese owners to sell. Imagine something similar happening in another country, where its former finance minister ended up as the buyer, he said. 




"When you're at the top of the financial policymaking hierarchy, you don't jump from that to figure out how you can help yourself," Weissman said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other former Treasury secretaries have gone to Wall Street after their terms ended, including Robert Rubin, a Goldman Sachs executive who served under President Clinton. In all cases, the move carries the appearance of cashing in on their time in government, Weissman said. 
Mnuchin, who couldn't be reached for comment through a request via his private-equity firm, has often generated controversy as he has generated cash. 

    


After leaving the Treasury Department in January 2021, he launched his private-equity fund, Liberty Strategic Capital, which raised $2.5 billion by that September, according to news reports. 
Much of that money was from government-controlled investment funds in Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf states, which Mnuchin had frequently visited as Treasury secretary. He was in the Middle East just weeks before leaving office, cutting the trip short after the Jan. 6 Capitol riot. 
The rapid shift from his government travel overseas to business dealings in those same countries prompted a watchdog group, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, to call for a one-year ban on senior government officials doing business overseas after leaving office. 
Earlier this month, Mnuchin jumped back into the headlines when his PE firm led a roughly $1 billion investment in embattled New York Community Bancorp. 
NYCB was looking for a lifeline, and its stock had at one point plunged more than 80% from the start of the year. The bank is struggling with falling values for investments tied to commercial real estate and the growing pains associated with some of its past acquisitions. 

    


It all hearkens back to the move that may have defined Mnuchin's career. 
In 2009, OneWest Bank Group, where Mnuchin was chairman and CEO, bought the troubled IndyMac after federal regulators took over the bank. Other big-name backers included funds tied to George Soros and hedge-fund manager John Paulson.
OneWest bought all of IndyMac's deposits and assets at a discount of $4.7 billion following an auction by the Federal Deposit of Insurance Corp. The FDIC also agreed to share in the losses created by some mortgages tied to single-family homes.
Kevin Kaiser, an adjunct professor of finance at the Wharton School, said such investors can profit by buying at steep discounts when markets are panicking. To ensure the investment pays off, however, investors like Mnuchin have to pay hardball with borrowers at risk of default, he said. 
"They're a little bit sharp elbowed," Kaiser said, referring to distressed-property investors as a group. "And what that means is they're not shy to get into a bit of a conflict situation."

    


After OneWest, Mnuchin was Trump's top fundraiser in the 2016 election. He came under fire in Congress when he was nominated for the Treasury post, after it came out that OneWest foreclosed on tens of thousands of homes after the U.S. housing bubble popped. 
Advocates found the bank particularly difficult to work with under government mortgage modification programs. Some of those who lost their homes had voted for Trump in 2016 and were disappointed in Mnuchin's nomination. 
Maxine Waters, the top Democrat of the House's financial committee, at the time called Mnuchin the "foreclosure king."
In testimony before a Senate committee considering his nomination, Mnuchin said he had worked to help homeowners remain in their homes and that his company had extended more than 100,000 loan modifications to borrowers. 

    


Mnuchin was Treasury secretary in 2020, when the Trump administration brokered a deal where Oracle and Walmart would take a large stake in TikTok. That deal eventually fizzled for several reasons, but the popular video app is again under pressure after the House of Representatives passed a bill Wednesday to ban it in the U.S. if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake.
On Thursday, Mnuchin said in an interview with CNBC that he had spoken with "a bunch of people" about creating an investor group to buy TikTok.
And Mnuchin may not be done. 
Mnuchin has plenty of potential, distressed targets given the banking industry's troubles, said Chris Caulfield, who runs the banking practice at West Monroe, a consulting firm. 
Besides having a history of bringing in new leadership teams to right struggling banks, Mnuchin also has experience in the potentially thorny world of regulations. 
"He also has access to capital," Caulfield said of Mnuchin. "Should there be need for more capital, he's somebody who's very adept at putting consortiums together."
___
Rugaber reported from Washington. 
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The Hur interview transcript offers a window into the life of 'frustrated architect' Joe Biden

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this image provided by The White House, President Joe Biden speaks with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the phone from his private residence in Wilmington, Del., Dec. 30, 2021. Biden's sprawling home outside downtown Wilmington, has a special place in his heart. When he met special prosecutor Robert Hur to talk about the sensitive documents he'd improperly kept after his vice presidency, Biden told Hur three times he is a ]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden was returning from church a week ago when he stepped out of his armored SUV onto the driveway of his Wilmington, Delaware, home on an important mission: He wanted to inspect the landscaping.
The sprawling home on a manmade pond, three miles or five kilometers from downtown, has a special place -- some might call it an obsession -- in his heart.
When he met special prosecutor Robert Hur to talk about the sensitive documents he'd improperly kept after his vice presidency, Biden offered a confession. Three times over the five hours, Biden told Hur he is a "frustrated architect." 
He allowed that his wife, Jill, once offered to send him to architecture school if he'd only stop running for the Senate. It was not to be. But he still seems to have architectural design in his blood. And he's mused privately about redesigning elements of the home after his presidency.

    


The house is central in the controversy over Biden's handling of classified documents. FBI agents and the president's lawyers identified at least 28 items there that contained classified information or markings from his time as vice president. Hur this past week defended his assessment that there was not sufficient evidence to charge Biden with willfully retaining the classified information.




In a transcript of Hur's interview, conducted in the fall and released on the day a House committee heard the special counsel's testimony, Biden lays out in meticulous detail the specifications of his home, prompting Hur to comment on his "photographic" recall even as he had questioned the president's memory on other fronts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When Biden hopped out to inspect the landscaping, the area had just been replanted after a roughly yearlong project by the Secret Service to improve security at the president's compound. The work included new fencing and vehicle barriers, bulletproof windows and extensive modifications to the home demanded by the agency to make it more secure.

    


Satellite imagery from last year showed construction crews had dismantled the second-floor balcony and the sunroom overlooking the pond as part of the renovations to the south side of the 7,000-square-foot (650-square-meter) home and the grounds. 
Ceiling fans from the sunroom were stored in Biden's cluttered garage alongside his beloved Corvette in January 2023, when FBI agents spent nearly 13 hours doing a top-to-bottom search of the house looking for classified documents. 
Referred to by Biden aides as the "lake house," the home has been at the center of Biden's life since he moved there in 1998. It has been the scene of meetings with aides and the occasional lawmaker for decades and the site of the makeshift basement studio from which he ran much of his 2020 presidential campaign during the pandemic.
Biden regularly spends his weekends at the Wilmington house, often staying from Friday to Monday. One bonus: It's a quick hop to the Philadelphia area, the Democratic base in a critical swing state as Biden campaigns for reelection. 

    


His Wilmington visits are something of a continuation of the commuting schedule he kept as vice president. During his three-decade Senate tenure before that, Biden commuted from Delaware to Washington daily on Amtrak.
The Delaware home is more than a gathering spot for members of his family and a few of his close friends or a respite from the prying eyes of the White House. Biden aides say he feels grounded in Wilmington, where his interactions with parishioners at church, his neighbors and even his gardener often form the basis of policy questions he asks his team when he gets back to Washington.
The construction project, which was under way when FBI agents searched his home, lasted more than a year, much to Biden's chagrin.
"The FBI knows my house better than I do," Biden quipped to Hur. A month earlier, he complained to reporters that, "I have no home to go to" during the construction.
Aides said Biden was exasperated with the pace of the renovations -- a common experience for many homeowners -- and being unable to go there to see the changes for months at a time made the process even more stressful. He wants to reverse some of those changes out of office.

    


The home was carefully laid out by the president after he and his wife purchased the property in 1996.
"I mean, I'm a frustrated architect, and if you went through, you probably saw all those significant number of house plans that I've drawn," Biden told Hur, referring to one set of drawers opened by investigators.
Biden did some of the work on the home himself, sometimes with the help of his sons Hunter and the late Beau, and his brother Jimmy. The other changes he supervised with a careful eye for detail.
"There's so damn many different contractors I've used," he said, mentioning roofers, among others. "They busted their ass for three years to build the house."

    


Biden furnished the home with a plenty of sentimental items, from the desk he used while serving in the Senate to knickknacks picked up over decades in public life. He's got dozens of three-by-two photographs of moments from his years in office. 
"I have them hanging on the walls all over the downstairs, the television room, and some in the library," Biden told Hur. 
A cottage at the top of the driveway now serves as a secure operations center for Secret Service agents and military officials. But it was home to Biden's mother before she died in 2010 at age 92. 
In subsequent years, as vice president, Biden collected $2,200 a month in rent payments for the guest house from the Secret Service.
Biden's wood-paneled library is a particular point of pride in the home, with its chandelier and overstuffed leather sofas. It was there that investigators found his personal notebooks documenting key meetings from his time as vice president. 
"I just wanted you to know I picked out the walnut tree that got cut down," Biden told investigators. Some of that walnut ended up inside the home. "I picked out the craftsman to come do this -- this room cost one third of the entirety of my entire home. Swear to God."
"It looks like it," Hur replied. "It's very impressive."
Pointing to seven different pieces of molding photographed by the FBI in the room, he added, "I got a little carried away."
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Authorities order residents to shelter in place after shootings in suburban Philadelphia township

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Police patrol a neighborhood after a shooting on Saturday, March 16, 2024 in Levittown, Pa. Several people have been shot after gunfire erupted in a suburban Philadelphia township, prompting authorities to warn residents to hunker down in their homes and forcing cancellation of a St. Patrick's Day parade and a children's theme park. (AP Photo/Michael Catalini)]
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                                        FAIRLESS HILLS, Pa. (AP) -- Several people were shot after gunfire erupted early Saturday in a suburban Philadelphia township, forcing cancellation of a St. Patrick's Day parade and shutting down a children's theme park, authorities said.
Middletown Township police said Saturday morning that there were "confirmed shootings" in neighboring Falls Township in Eastern Pennsylvania that resulted in "several gunshot victims." Authorities in Bucks County issued a shelter-in-place order for the area, warning residents to stay in their homes and lock their doors.
Police said it wasn't known yet if the shootings were "targeted or random." 
Gov. Josh Shapiro said in social media posts that he has asked the Pennsylvania State Police to assist local law enforcement agencies.
U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, a Republican who represents Bucks County, said in social media posts that there had been "a carjacking and a shooting in two sections of Falls Township." 

    


He said he was "in touch with law enforcement officials as they pursue the suspect."
Police said Oxford Valley Mall and Sesame Place had been told to close until further notice. The area's Target store and other businesses chose to close as well. Further details about the shootings and suspect or suspects weren't immediately released.
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After the pandemic, young Chinese again want to study abroad, just not so much in the US

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Students line up to enter a school for the first day of China's national college entrance examinations, known as the gaokao, in Beijing, Tuesday, June 7, 2022. After the pandemic, young Chinese are again looking to study abroad. But the decades-long run that has sent an estimated 3 million Chinese students to the U.S. could be trending down. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File )]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the Chinese city of Shanghai, two young women seeking an education abroad have both decided against going to the United States, a destination of choice for decades that may be losing its shine.
For Helen Dong, a 22-year-old senior studying advertising, it was the cost. "It doesn't work for me when you have to spend 2 million (yuan) ($278,000) but find no job upon returning," she said. Dong is headed to Hong Kong this fall instead.
Costs were not a concern for Yvonne Wong, 24, now studying comparative literature and cultures in a master's program at the University of Bristol in Britain. For her, the issue was safety.
"Families in Shanghai usually don't want to send their daughters to a place where guns are not banned -- that was the primary reason," Wong said. "Between the U.S. and the U.K., the U.K. is safer, and that's the biggest consideration for my parents."

    


With an interest in studying abroad rebounding after the pandemic, there are signs that the decades-long run that has sent an estimated 3 million Chinese students to the U.S., including many of the country's brightest, could be trending down, as geopolitical shifts redefine U.S.-China relations.




Cutting people-to-people exchanges could have a lasting impact on relations between the two countries.
"International education is a bridge," said Fanta Aw, executive director of the NAFSA Association of International Educators, based in Washington. "A long-term bridge, because the students who come today are the engineers of the future. They are the politicians of the future, they are the business entrepreneurs of the future."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Not seeing that pipeline as strong means that we in the U.S. have to pay attention, because China-U.S. relations are very important,."
Aw said the decrease is more notable in U.S. undergraduate programs, which she attributed to a declining population in China from low birthrates, bitter U.S.-China relations, more regional choices for Chinese families and the high costs of a U.S. education. 

    


But graduate programs have not been spared. Zheng Yi, an associate professor of mechanical and industrial engineering at Northeastern University in Boston, has seen the number of Chinese applicants to one of the school's engineering programs shrink to single digits, compared with 20 to 30 students before the pandemic.
He said the waning interest could be partly due to China's growing patriotism that nudges students to attend Chinese institutes instead.
Andrew Chen, chief executive officer of Pittsburgh-based WholeRen Education, which has advised Chinese students in the U.S. for the past 14 years, said the downward trend is here to stay.
"This is not a periodic wave," he said. "This is a new era." The Chinese government has sidelined English education, hyped gun violence in the U.S., and portrayed the U.S. as a declining power. As a result, Chen said, Chinese families are hesitant to send their children to the U.S.
Beijing has criticized the U.S. for its unfriendly policy toward some Chinese students, citing an executive order by former President Donald Trump to keep out Chinese students who have attended schools with strong links to the Chinese military. 

    


The Chinese foreign ministry also has protested that a number of Chinese students have been unfairly interrogated and sent home upon arrival at U.S. airports in recent months. Spokeswoman Mao Ning recently describing the U.S. actions as "selective, discriminatory and politically motivated."
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said fewer than "one tenth of 1%" of Chinese students have been detained or denied admission. Another State Department official said Chinese students selected for U.S.-funded exchange programs have been harassed by Chinese state agents. Half of the students have been forced to withdraw, and those who participated in the programs have been faced with harassment after returning to China, the official said, speaking to reporters on condition of anonymity.
The U.S.-China Education Trust acknowledged the predicament facing Chinese students. "Students from China have been criticized in the U.S. as potential spies, and in China as too influenced by the West," the organization said in a report following a survey of Chinese students in the U.S. between 1991 and 2021.

    


Still, many young Chinese, especially those whose parents were foreign-educated, are eager to study abroad. The China-based education service provider New Oriental said the students hope degrees from reputable foreign universities will improve their career prospects in a tough job market at home, where the unemployment rate for those 16 to 24 stood at nearly 15% in December. 
But their preferences have shifted from the U.S. to the U.K., according to EIC Education, a Chinese consultancy specializing in international education. The students like the shorter study programs and the quality and affordability of a British education, as well as the feeling of safety.

    


Wong, the Shanghai student now studying in the U.K., said China's handling of the pandemic pushed more young people to go abroad. "After three years of tight controls during the pandemic, most people have realized the outside world is different, and they are more willing to leave," she said.
The State Department issued 86,080 F-1 student visas to Chinese students in the budget year ending in September, up nearly 40% from the year earlier. Still, the number remains below the pre-pandemic level of 105,775.
Under communist leadership, China only opened its doors to the U.S. in the late 1970s when the two countries established formal ties. Beijing, desperate to revive its economy through Western technology, wanted to send 5,000 students to American universities; President Jimmy Carter replied that he would take 100,000.
The number of Chinese students in the U.S. picked up after Beijing in 1981 allowed Chinese students to "self-fund" their overseas studies, rather than relying on government money. Generous scholarships from U.S. schools allowed tens of thousands of Chinese students to study here, but it wasn't until 2009 when the number of Chinese students exceeded 100,000, driven by growth in family wealth.
In the following decade, the number of Chinese students in the U.S. more than tripled to peak at 372,532 in the 2019-2020 academic year, just as the COVID-19 pandemic took hold. The number slipped to 289,526 in 2022. 
The Institute of International Education, which publishes annual reports on international students, has found that U.S. schools are prioritizing students from India over China, especially for graduate programs. However, it also found that 36% of schools reported increases in new Chinese students in fall 2023.
In its most recent report, the Council of Graduate Schools said U.S. universities have seen a surge in applications and enrollments from India and countries in sub-Saharan Africa since fall 2020, while those from Chinese nationals have declined.
"Increasing competition from Chinese institutions of higher learning and the growing geopolitical tension between China and the United States may be contributing to this trend," the council report said. 
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A new kind of hospital is coming to rural America. To qualify, facilities must close their beds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An unused gurney rests in the emergency room hallway outside one of the treatment rooms at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 29, 2024. Rural emergency hospitals are starting to gain a small foothold in the United States. They provide 24/7 emergency care and receive more than $3 million in federal money a year. But the catch is there are zero inpatient beds at the facilities. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | An unused gurney rests in the emergency room hallway outside one of the treatment rooms at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 29, 2024. Rural emergency hospitals are starting to gain a small foothold in the United States. They provide 24/7 emergency care and receive more than $3 million in federal money a year. But the catch is there are zero inpatient beds at the facilities. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: After transitioning to a rural emergency hospital, patients can only enter the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., through the emergency room and the small admittance office at the side, photographed Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital Environmental Service Manager Ardency Baird checks on empty hospital beds in one of the shut-down floors of the Holly Springs, Miss., facility Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused equipment lines the hallway of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Unused equipment lines the hallway of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: One of the empty beds in the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., is seen on Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | One of the empty beds in the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., is seen on Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Britney Johnson, the laboratory manager at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., runs tests, Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Britney Johnson, the laboratory manager at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., runs tests, Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Medical diagrams line the hallway of one of the wings of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in the Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied that status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital CEO Dr. Kenneth Williams, said Feb. 29, 2024, that after the Holly Springs, Miss., facility was approved as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services later reneged on its decision saying the hospital is not rural because of its proximity to Memphis, which is less than an hour away. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused equipment is stored in one of the shut-down floors of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., on Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused patient chart folders are boxed up in the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The hospital was required to close all inpatient beds and provide 24/7 emergency care as a rural emergency hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A sign spells out the rights a medical emergency patient has at the emergency room entrance outside the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: The parking lot of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in the Holly Springs, Miss., is almost empty as seen, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital Environmental Service Manager Ardency Baird walks along one of the empty corridors of the Holly Springs, Miss., facility Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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        A new kind of hospital is coming to rural America. To qualify, facilities must close their beds

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An unused gurney rests in the emergency room hallway outside one of the treatment rooms at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 29, 2024. Rural emergency hospitals are starting to gain a small foothold in the United States. They provide 24/7 emergency care and receive more than $3 million in federal money a year. But the catch is there are zero inpatient beds at the facilities. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: After transitioning to a rural emergency hospital, patients can only enter the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., through the emergency room and the small admittance office at the side, photographed Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital Environmental Service Manager Ardency Baird checks on empty hospital beds in one of the shut-down floors of the Holly Springs, Miss., facility Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused equipment lines the hallway of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: One of the empty beds in the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., is seen on Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Britney Johnson, the laboratory manager at the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., runs tests, Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied the status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Medical diagrams line the hallway of one of the wings of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in the Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The medical facility was initially approved by the federal government as a rural emergency hospital in March, 2023, requiring closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. However, they have been denied that status and must now transition back to a full-service hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital CEO Dr. Kenneth Williams, said Feb. 29, 2024, that after the Holly Springs, Miss., facility was approved as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services later reneged on its decision saying the hospital is not rural because of its proximity to Memphis, which is less than an hour away. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused equipment is stored in one of the shut-down floors of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., on Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Unused patient chart folders are boxed up in the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., as photographed Feb. 29, 2024. The hospital was required to close all inpatient beds and provide 24/7 emergency care as a rural emergency hospital. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A sign spells out the rights a medical emergency patient has at the emergency room entrance outside the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: The parking lot of the Alliance Healthcare System hospital in the Holly Springs, Miss., is almost empty as seen, Feb. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Alliance Healthcare System hospital Environmental Service Manager Ardency Baird walks along one of the empty corridors of the Holly Springs, Miss., facility Feb. 29, 2024. One of the requirements to be approved as a rural emergency hospital is the closing of all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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                                        As rural hospitals continue to struggle financially, a new type of hospital is slowly taking root, especially in the Southeast.
Rural emergency hospitals receive more than $3 million in federal funding a year and higher Medicare reimbursements in exchange for closing all inpatient beds and providing 24/7 emergency care. While that makes it easier for a hospital to keep its doors open, experts say it doesn't solve all of the challenges facing rural health care. 
People might have to travel further for treatments for illnesses that require inpatient stays, like pneumonia or COVID-19. In some of the communities where hospitals have converted to the new designation, residents are confused about what kind of care they can receive. Plus, rural hospitals are hesitant to make the switch, because there's no margin of error.
"It's ironic" that the facilities that might need the most help can't afford to take the risk, said Carrie Cochran-McClain, chief policy officer at the National Rural Health Association. She pointed to having to give up certain services and benefits, such as a federal discount program for prescription drugs. 

    


The government, which classifies hospitals by type, rolled out the rural emergency option in January 2023. Only 19 hospitals across the U.S. received rural emergency hospital status last year, according to the University of North Carolina's Sheps Center for Health Services Research. 




The majority are in the South, with some in the Midwest, and hospitals in Nebraska and Florida recently started to explore the option.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The designation is aimed at a very specific population, said George Pink, deputy director of the Sheps Center's Rural Health Research Program, and that's rural hospitals on the brink of closure with few people getting inpatient care already. 
Saving rural care
That was the case for Irwin County Hospital in Ocilla, Georgia, which was the second rural emergency hospital established in the U.S.

    


Weeks prior to converting, the hospital received at least $1 million in credit from the county so it could make pay employees -- money that county board of supervisors chairman Scott Carver doubted he'd see returned.
"We operate on a $6 million budget for the county, so to extend that kind of line of credit was dangerous on our part to some degree," he said. "But ... we felt like we had to try."
Irwin County Hospital became a rural emergency hospital on Feb. 1, 2023. Quentin Whitwell, the hospital's CEO, said it was an ideal candidate. 
"We're still finding out what some of the impacts are, given that it's a new thing," said Whitwell, who through his company Progressive Health Systems owns and manages six hospitals in the Southeast, most of which are rural emergency hospitals or have applied for the designation. "But the change to a rural emergency hospital has transformed this hospital."
A combination of state programs and tax credits, plus the new designation, means the hospital has $4 million in the bank, Carver said. Simply put, the work was worth it to him.
Traci Harper, a longtime Ocilla resident, isn't so sure. About a year ago, she rushed her son to the hospital for emergency care for spinal meningitis.

    


Because the new designation requires the hospital to transfer patients to larger hospitals within 24 hours, Harper's son was sent to another in-state facility and three days later ended up getting the care he needed in a hospital in Jacksonville, Florida.
"That's two hours away," she said. "The whole time I could have taken him there myself, but nobody told me that."
'Barely surviving'
Nebraska's first rural emergency hospital opened in February in a city called Friend.
Warren Memorial Hospital had reached a breaking point: Federal pandemic relief money had dried up. The city, which owns the hospital, had to start extending lines of credit so hospital employees could get paid. A major street repair project was even delayed, said Jared Chaffin, the hospital's chief financial officer and one of three co-CEOs.
"Back in the summer, we were barely surviving," said Amy Thimm, the hospital's vice president of clinical services and quality and co-CEO. 

    


Though residents expressed concerns at a September town hall about closing inpatient services, the importance of having emergency care outweighed other worries.
"We have farmers and ranchers and people who don't have the time to drive an hour to get care, so they'll just go without," said Ron Te Brink, co-CEO and chief information officer. "Rural health care is so extremely important to a lot of Nebraska communities like ours."
The first federal payment, about $270,000, arrived March 5. Chaffin projects the hospital's revenue will be $6 million this year -- more than it's ever made.
"That's just insane, especially for our little hospital here," he said. "We still have Mount Everest to climb, and we still have so much work ahead of us. The designation alone is not a savior for the hospital -- it's a lifeline."

    


Rural troubles
That lifeline has proven difficult to hold onto for Alliance Healthcare System in Holly Springs, Mississippi, another one of Whitwell's hospitals and the fourth facility in the country to convert.
Months after being approved as a rural emergency hospital in March 2023, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services reneged on its decision. 
Hospital CEO Dr. Kenneth Williams told The Associated Press that the government said the hospital isn't rural because it is less than an hour away from Memphis. A CMS spokesperson said the facility was "inadvertently certified." 
The hospital has until April to transition back to full service, but many in the community of largely retirees believe the hospital has closed, Williams said. Patient volume is at a record low. If the federal payments stop coming, Williams isn't sure the hospital will survive.
"We might have been closed if we hadn't (become a rural emergency hospital), so ... something had to be done," he said. "Do I regret all of the issues that for some reason we've incurred that the other (hospitals) have not? I don't know."
Though Alliance appears to be one of few facilities that have been negatively impacted by converting to a rural emergency hospital, Pink said it's too soon to know if the federal designation is a success.
"If my intuition is correct, it will probably work well for some communities and it may not work well for others," he said. 
Cochran-McClain said her organization is trying to work with Congress to change regulations that have been a barrier for rural facilities, like closing inpatient behavioral health beds that are already scarce.
Brock Slabach, the National Rural Health Association's chief operations officer, told the AP that upwards of 30 facilities are interested in converting to rural emergency hospitals this year. 
As Whitwell sees it: "As this program evolves, there will be more people that I think will understand the value." ___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Fasting at school? More Muslim students in the US are getting support during Ramadan

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Adam Alcodray stands outside Dearborn High School on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 in Dearborn Mich. Alcodray, 14, is a 9th grader at the school which makes certain allowances for students observing Ramadan. Alcodray says Ramadan carries more significance this year given the plight of people in Gaza. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Adam Alcodray stands outside Dearborn High School on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 in Dearborn Mich. Alcodray, 14, is a 9th grader at the school which makes certain allowances for students observing Ramadan. Alcodray says Ramadan carries more significance this year given the plight of people in Gaza. "When you look at what the children are eating in Gaza, you appreciate what your mom makes," he said. "When you're having a bad day, realize what they are going through."
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[image: From left, Adam Mortada and his older brother Hussein Mortada stand outside Dearborn High School on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 in Dearborn Mich. In Dearborn, where nearly half the 110,000 residents are of Arab descent - public school teachers and staff strive to make things easier for students observing Ramadan. Hussein is a senior at Dearborn High School and says everyone in his family is fasting during Ramadan. (AP Photo/Corey Williams)]
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[image: From left, Adam Mortada and his older brother Hussein Mortada stand outside Dearborn High School on Wednesday, March 13, 2024 in Dearborn Mich. In Dearborn, where nearly half the 110,000 residents are of Arab descent - public school teachers and staff strive to make things easier for students observing Ramadan. Adam Mortada is a sophomore at Dearborn High School. ]
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                                        DEARBORN, Mich. (AP) -- While Muslim students remain a rarity in many U.S. school districts, they are a major presence in some communities, prompting public schools to be more attentive to their needs during the holy month of Ramadan when dawn-to-sundown fasting is a duty of Islam.
For example, in Dearborn, Michigan -- where nearly half the 110,000 residents are of Arab descent -- public school teachers and staff strive to make things easier for students observing Ramadan.
"We allow students on their own to practice their faith as long as it's not a disruption to the school day," said Dearborn Schools spokesperson David Mustonen. "We also try to find other spaces or activities in the school during lunch for those students who may be fasting."
But he stressed that these students are still required to complete all assignments.
In St. Paul, Minnesota, East African Elementary Magnet School has set aside space in the library where students who are fasting and don't want to be in the cafeteria can spend the break doing other supervised activities like reading, said principal Abdisalam Adam.

    


The 220-student school opened last fall as part of St. Paul's public schools system, and shares that curriculum, but it also aims to reinforce cultural and linguistic connections with Somalia and other East African countries. Adam said about 90% of the students are Somali Muslims.




Adam, who has worked with the district for nearly 30 years, said he tells his staff that accommodating observance of Ramadan fits in with an overall goal of caring for students.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"All needs are connected," he said.
For school districts less familiar with Muslim traditions, resources are available. For example, Islamic Networks Group, a California-based nonprofit, provides, among other things, online information for educators about Ramadan and its significance to Muslims.
Many districts "don't know very much about Islam or any of our holidays," said Maha Elgenaidi, the group's executive director. "If they don't know very much about it, there's not much they can provide to students in terms of accommodation" until they learn more and the parents are actively involved in asking for accommodations.

    


She says fasting students may need to be excused from strenuous activities in gym class, and should be allowed to make up for tests missed due to absence to celebrate the Eid al-Fitr holiday that follows Ramadan.
"If they're not accommodated at school or the school doesn't know anything about this, they're kind of living dual lives there." 
Fasting is not required of young children, but many Muslim children like to fast to share in the month's rituals and emulate parents and older siblings, according to ING. Educators also need to know of the typical changes to Muslim families' routines during Ramadan, such as waking up for the pre-dawn "suhoor" meal and staying up late to possibly attend prayers in the mosque, Elgenaidi said.
When Dr. Aifra Ahmed's children were younger, the Pakistani American physician and her husband would share insight about Ramadan with their classmates, reading to them a Ramadan story and distributing goodie bags with such things as dates.

    


"I realized that the Muslim families in school have to do a lot of education," said Ahmed, who lives in Los Altos, California. 
Ahmed's husband, Moazzam Chaudry, said goodwill gestures, such as when educators offer a Ramadan greeting, send a message of inclusivity.
For immigrant families, "that's the first thing that ... naturally comes to your mind, 'Are we integrated into this society? Does this society even accept us?'" he said. "These little, little things make such a huge impact."
Punhal, the couple's daughter who attends a charter middle school, said she takes part in physical education during Ramadan but skips running when fasting because she would need water afterward.
She said a few non-Muslim friends told her they would like to fast with her in companionship.
Naiel, her brother who's in a public high school, said he was pleased when a teacher talked to the class about Ramadan and told him that, if he needed, he could take a nap.

    


He wants others to better understand why he fasts.
"A lot of kids and teachers think ... I'm torturing myself or like it's a diet," he said. "When I'm fasting, I just feel a lot more gratitude towards everyone around me and towards people who don't have as much."
In Dearborn, 14-year-old Adam Alcodray praised the faculty at Dearborn High for their understanding during Ramadan.
 "A lot of the teachers are just like more lenient, allowing us to do less," said Alcodray, a 9th grader. "They don't get mad because they realize we are hungry."
Alcodray says he fasts from 6:20 a.m. until around 8 p.m. 
"It's not that bad to be honest," he said. "When you know you can't eat, something in your brain clicks."
Hussein Mortada, a 17-year-old senior at Dearborn High, said family solidarity is invaluable during Ramadan.

    


"In my family, everybody's fasting," Mortada said. "Everybody's going through the same thing. The whole month is meant for you to get closer to God and make your religion stronger."
This year, Ramadan carries extra significance due to the hardships being suffered by people in Gaza amid the Israel-Hamas war, Mortada said.
"I feel helpless just sitting here on my phone, looking at everything that's happening," he said. "All you can do is feel for them and pray for them."
Alcodray shared similar sentiments.
"When you look at what the children are eating in Gaza, you appreciate what your mom makes," he said. "When you're having a bad day, realize what they are going through."
At the East African magnet school in St. Paul, Marian Aden -- who trains other teachers there -- makes it a priority to encourage Ramadan-related accommodations for fasting students.
Aden said her youngest daughter, 4-year-old Nora, woke up excited about Ramadan's start on March 11 -- but her teachers in the suburb where they live weren't familiar with the occasion. Aden said she'll be relieved when Nora starts attending the magnet school next year.
"She'll be celebrated for who she is," Aden said.
Minnesota has been home to growing numbers of refugees from war-torn Somalia since the late 1990s. Several school districts have recently made Eid a holiday.
In Washington, D.C., Abdul Fouzi has two daughters, ages 8 and 12, who have gradually learned the meaning and rituals of Ramadan.
Growing up in Sierra Leone in the 1980s, Fouzi said he was fasting for a full day as early as age 11. But he has not pushed his elder daughter to do likewise.
"They're still pretty young so they're not ready to go the whole day without food or water," he said. "They're not built like that."
Still, he wants them to get used to the idea; this year he'd like them to experiment with fasting for a half day.
To Fouzi, more important than strict adherence to the rules at their age is their understanding of Ramadan's meaning and the importance of praying for peace.
"They make up their own little rules and find loopholes figuring out how they want to participate in and practice Ramadan in different ways, and I'm okay with that," he said.
__
Dell'Orto reported from Miami, Fam from Cairo and Sands from Washington.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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With green and glee, major US parades mark St. Patrick's Day -- a little early

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Members of the Plumbers Union Local 130 dye the Chicago River green, Saturday, March 12, 2022, ahead of St. Patrick's Day. America's largest St. Patrick's Day parades are being held Saturday, March 16, 2024. While the St. Patrick's Day holiday is March 17, it's celebrated early when it lands on a Sunday.(Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Americans celebrated Irish heritage at several major St. Patrick's Day parades Saturday, marking the holiday a day early at events that included a big anniversary in Savannah, Georgia, and honored a pioneering female business leader as grand marshal in New York.
The holiday commemorates Ireland's patron saint and was popularized largely by Irish Catholic immigrants. While St. Patrick's Day falls on March 17, some parades were moved up from Sunday, a day of worship for the Christian faithful.
Manhattan's St. Patrick's Day Parade, which dates to 1762, is one of the world's largest Irish heritage festivities. So many people march the 1.8-mile (2.4-kilometer) route up Manhattan's Fifth Avenue that the parade was expected to last over five hours. 
Megan Stransky of Houston and two relatives planned a Broadway weekend to coincide with the parade, seeing it as a prime opportunity to remember their family's Irish roots and the traditions that helped shape their upbringing. 

    
        
    

    


The event didn't disappoint.
"There is no comparison to any other parade or city that I've been to," Stransky marveled as she took in the bagpipers, bands, police and military contingents and more. 
The grand marshal, Irish-born Heineken USA CEO Maggie Timoney, is the first female CEO of a major U.S. beer company. 
New York City has multiple parades on various dates around its five boroughs -- including, on Sunday, the first St. Patrick's Day parade allowing LGBTQ+ groups to march on Staten Island.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mayor Eric Adams last month announced the plan for the new, privately organized celebration, arranged after a local organization asked for years to join the borough's decades-old parade. That longstanding event, which does not allow groups to march under LGBTQ+ banners, happened earlier this month. 
The Manhattan parade began allowing LGBTQ+ groups and symbols in 2015, after decades of protests, legal challenges and boycotts by some politicians.

    


The Chicago Plumbers Union plans once again to turn the Chicago River green. Organizers say the tradition, started by the union, uses an environmentally friendly powder once used to check pipes for leaks.
In Savannah, Georgia, organizers expect a historic crowd to participate in the parade, which started in 1824. Ahead of the bicentennial, Georgia's oldest city had nearly 18,000 hotel rooms booked for the weekend.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Manhattan's St. Patrick's Day Parade began allowing LGBTQ+ groups to march under their own banners in 2015, not 2014, and that the new Staten Island parade allowing such contingents is set to happen Sunday, rather than having happened in February. The story has been edited to clarify that Timoney is USA CEO for Heineken. 
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Russia says Ukrainian shelling killed 2 in a border city while it thwarted an incursion

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows broken and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows broken and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows emergency employees working by damaged and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows emergency employees working by damaged and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows a broken truck and a bus after shelling from the Ukrainian side in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows a broken truck and a bus after shelling from the Ukrainian side in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: A woman holds a photo of her son, who is a Ukrainian prisoner of war, during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | A woman holds a photo of her son, who is a Ukrainian prisoner of war, during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: A young girl, whose family member is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: Family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war gather during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: A young boy, whose father is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: A woman gives out heart-shaped balloons at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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        Russia says Ukrainian shelling killed 2 in a border city while it thwarted an incursion

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows broken and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows broken and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows broken and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows emergency employees working by damaged and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]
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This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows emergency employees working by damaged and burned cars after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows a broken truck and a bus after shelling from the Ukrainian side in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows a broken truck and a bus after shelling from the Ukrainian side in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows a broken truck and a bus after shelling from the Ukrainian side in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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This photo released by Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from the Ukrainian side, in Belgorod, Russia. A Russian regional governor says two people have been killed in Ukrainian shelling of the city of Belgorod, close to the border with Ukraine. Three others were wounded. (Belgorod region governor Vyacheslav Gladkov telegram channel via AP)
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[image: A woman holds a photo of her son, who is a Ukrainian prisoner of war, during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | A woman holds a photo of her son, who is a Ukrainian prisoner of war, during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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A woman holds a photo of her son, who is a Ukrainian prisoner of war, during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: A young girl, whose family member is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | A young girl, whose family member is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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A young girl, whose family member is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: Family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war gather during a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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[image: A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: A young boy, whose father is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | A young boy, whose father is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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A young boy, whose father is a Ukrainian prisoner of war attends a vigil in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: A woman gives out heart-shaped balloons at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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A woman gives out heart-shaped balloons at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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[image: A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)]
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A woman gives out flowers at a gathering of family members of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Maidan Square in central Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Hicks)
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                                        Ukrainian shelling of the Russian city of Belgorod killed two people, officials said Saturday, while Russia claimed to have thwarted a new attempt by saboteurs to cross the border. 
Saturday's attacks occurred as Russians entered the second day of voting in a presidential election that is all but certain to extend Vladimir Putin's rule by another six years after he crushed dissent.
A man and a woman died in the attack and three other people were wounded, regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said on the Telegram messaging app. It was the latest in exchanges of long-range missile and rocket fire in Russia's war on Ukraine.
Five people were also wounded when a Ukrainian drone hit a car in the village of Glotovo, some 2 kilometers (1.25 miles) from the Ukrainian border, Gladkov said.
Russia's Defense Ministry also said Saturday that it had thwarted attempts by "Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups" to enter the country from Ukraine's Sumy region. That followed an armed incursion claimed by Ukraine-based Russian opponents of the Kremlin on Tuesday in the Belgorod and Kursk regions, 

    


Russia's Defense Ministry said that Moscow's military and security forces killed 30 fighters while thwarting the latest incursion.




The Russian Volunteer Corps -- one of the groups who claimed to have crossed the border on Tuesday, who say they are "fighting for the freedom of the Ukrainian and Russian peoples" -- released a video on social media Saturday claiming to have captured 25 Russian soldiers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another of the groups, the Freedom of Russia Legion, warned of a "massive strike" on military bases in Belgorod late afternoon Saturday and urged residents to take shelter. Shortly afterward, Russia's Ministry of Defense claimed that Russian air defenses had shot down 15 rockets over the Belgorod region. Videos appeared on local news sites, appearing to show smoke rising from buildings and falling shrapnel. The authenticity of the videos couldn't be independently verified.

    


Cross-border attacks in the area have occurred sporadically since the war began and have been the subject of claims and counterclaims, as well as disinformation and propaganda.
Also on Saturday, a Ukrainian drone attack caused a fire at an oil refinery belonging to Russian oil giant Rosneft in the Samara region, some 450 miles (725 kilometers) from the Ukrainian border, regional Gov. Dmitry Azarov said. He said an attack on another refinery was thwarted. No casualties were reported. 
A Ukrainian drone also dropped an explosive close to a polling station in the illegally annexed Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, Russian state news agency Tass said. No injuries or damage were reported.
The attacks come a day after a Russian assault on the Ukrainian port city of Odesa killed at least 21 people. The ballistic missile attack blasted homes in the southern city Friday, followed by a second missile that targeted first responders who arrived at the scene, officials said. 
More than 50 people are still in the hospital following the attacks, Odesa Deputy Mayor Svitlana Bedreha said Saturday, according to Ukrainian state media.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy promised a "just response" to the attack in a video address Friday evening.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-drone-shelling-belgorod-10ad4cf3c67ee0d19f107d7885a61c10
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Law enforcement should have seized man's guns weeks before he killed 18 in Maine, report finds

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An independent commission investigating a mass shooting that left 18 dead in Maine has found that a sheriff's office had cause to take the killer into protective custody and take his guns from him beforehand. (AP/ Rodrique Ngowi.)
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    [image: Law enforcement officers, right, stand near armored and tactical vehicles, center, near a property on Meadow Road, in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Law enforcement officers, right, stand near armored and tactical vehicles, center, near a property on Meadow Road, in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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Law enforcement officers, right, stand near armored and tactical vehicles, center, near a property on Meadow Road, in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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[image: In this image taken from New York State Police body camera video that was obtained by WMTW-TV 8 in Portland, Maine, New York State Police interview Army reservist Robert Card, the man responsible for Maine's deadliest mass shooting, at Camp Smith in Cortlandt, N.Y., July 16, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (WMTW-TV 8/New York State Police via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | In this image taken from New York State Police body camera video that was obtained by WMTW-TV 8 in Portland, Maine, New York State Police interview Army reservist Robert Card, the man responsible for Maine's deadliest mass shooting, at Camp Smith in Cortlandt, N.Y., July 16, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (WMTW-TV 8/New York State Police via AP, File)
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In this image taken from New York State Police body camera video that was obtained by WMTW-TV 8 in Portland, Maine, New York State Police interview Army reservist Robert Card, the man responsible for Maine's deadliest mass shooting, at Camp Smith in Cortlandt, N.Y., July 16, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (WMTW-TV 8/New York State Police via AP, File)
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[image: An independent commission, investigating the October 2023 shootings in Lewiston, Maine, listen to shooting survivor Mike Roderick during a public meeting with the commission, Monday, March 4, 2024, in Lewiston, Maine. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | An independent commission, investigating the October 2023 shootings in Lewiston, Maine, listen to shooting survivor Mike Roderick during a public meeting with the commission, Monday, March 4, 2024, in Lewiston, Maine. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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An independent commission, investigating the October 2023 shootings in Lewiston, Maine, listen to shooting survivor Mike Roderick during a public meeting with the commission, Monday, March 4, 2024, in Lewiston, Maine. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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[image: Law enforcement personnel are staged in a school parking lot during a manhunt for Robert Card in the aftermath of a mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Oct. 27, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Law enforcement personnel are staged in a school parking lot during a manhunt for Robert Card in the aftermath of a mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Oct. 27, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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Law enforcement personnel are staged in a school parking lot during a manhunt for Robert Card in the aftermath of a mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Oct. 27, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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[image: Law enforcement officers carry rifles outside Central Maine Medical Center during an active shooter situation, in Lewiston, Maine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | Law enforcement officers carry rifles outside Central Maine Medical Center during an active shooter situation, in Lewiston, Maine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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Law enforcement officers carry rifles outside Central Maine Medical Center during an active shooter situation, in Lewiston, Maine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Law enforcement should have seized a man's guns and put him in protective custody weeks before he committed Maine's deadliest mass shooting, a report found Friday.
An independent commission has been reviewing the events that led up to Army reservist Robert Card killing 18 people at a bowling alley and a bar in Lewiston on Oct. 25, as well as the subsequent response.
The commission criticized Sgt. Aaron Skolfield, who responded to a report five weeks before the shooting that Card was suffering from some sort of mental health crisis after he'd previously assaulted a friend and threatened to shoot up the Saco Armory. 
The commission found Skolfield, of the Sagadahoc County Sheriff's Office, should have realized he had probable cause to start a so-called "yellow flag" process, which allows a judge to temporarily remove somebody's guns during a psychiatric health crisis.

    


Leroy Walker, whose son Joseph was killed in the shootings, said the commission's finding that the yellow flag law could have been implemented but wasn't reflected what victims' families have known all along.




"The commission said it straight out -- that they could have done it, should have done it," said Walker, an Auburn City Council member. "What something like this really does is it brings up everything ... It just breaks the heart all over again."
Maine State Police and the sheriff's office did not immediately respond to calls seeking comment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Commission Chair Daniel Wathen said their work wasn't finished and that the interim report was intended to provide policymakers and law enforcement with key information they had learned.
"Nothing we do can ever change what happened on that terrible day, but knowing the facts can help provide the answers that the victims, their families, and the people of Maine need and deserve," Wathen said in a statement. 

    


Ben Gideon, an attorney representing the victims, said he felt the report focused heavily on the actions of the sheriff's office while ignoring the broader issue of access to guns by potentially dangerous people in the state. Elizabeth Seal, whose husband Joshua was killed in the shootings, said she felt the focus of the report was "narrow."
"I'm in agreement with the committee's findings as far as they go, and I do think it's a legitimate point that the Sagadahoc Sheriff's Office could have done more to intervene," Gideon said. "I was a little disappointed that the committee didn't take a wider view of the issues that start as far back as May."
He also said he hoped the report would make the shooter's health records available to victims and the public, which it did not.
Led by a former chief justice of Maine's highest court, the commission also included a former U.S. attorney and the former chief forensic psychologist for the state. It was assembled by Democratic Gov. Janet Mills and Attorney General Aaron Frey.
It has held seven sessions starting in November, hearing from law enforcement, survivors and victims' family members and members of the U.S. Army Reserve as it explored whether anything could have been done to prevent the tragedy and what changes should be made going forward.

    


The commission plans to schedule more meetings. Spokesperson Kevin Kelley said a final report was due in the summer.
Mills said the panel's work is of "paramount importance for the people of Maine." She said she would "carefully review" the report.
Card, who was found dead by suicide after a two-day search, was well-known to law enforcement, and his family and fellow service members had raised flags about his behavior, deteriorating mental health and potential for violence before the shootings.
In May, relatives warned police that Card had grown paranoid, and they expressed concern about his access to guns. In July, Card was hospitalized in a psychiatric unit for two weeks after shoving a fellow reservist and locking himself in a motel room. In August, the Army barred him from handling weapons while on duty and declared him nondeployable. And in September, a fellow reservist texted an Army supervisor about his growing concerns about Card, saying, "I believe he's going to snap and do a mass shooting."

    


Law enforcement officials told commission members that Maine's yellow flag law makes it difficult to remove guns from potentially dangerous people.
"I couldn't get him to the door. I can't make him open the door," Skolfield said of his visit to Card's home for a welfare check in September. "If I had kicked in the door, that would've been a violation of the law."
In later testimony, those involved in the search for Card in the shooting's aftermath acknowledged potential missed opportunities to find him and end the search that locked down the community and terrified residents. Some of the most emotional testimony came family members who tearfully described scenes of blood, chaos and panic followed by unfathomable loss.

    


Rachael Sloat, who was engaged to be married to shooting victim Peton Berwer Ross, told the committee that her heart breaks every time their 2-year-old daughter asks for her daddy.
"Where are you?" she said. "Every politician, every member of law enforcement, every registered voter in the country -- I want you to hear those words. 'Where are you?' Because my fellow Americans, where are you? We failed my little girl."
___
LeBlanc reported from Boston and Perry reported from Meredith, New Hampshire.
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Venezuelan opposition leader faces deadline for standing down in race against Maduro

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Opposition coalition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado speaks to supporters at a campaign event in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Opposition coalition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado speaks to supporters at a campaign event in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)
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[image: FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado pauses during a press conference at her campaign headquarters, in Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 15, 2023. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado pauses during a press conference at her campaign headquarters, in Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 15, 2023. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: FILE - Opposition leader Henrique Capriles, center right, sitting, smiles after registering his candidacy in the opposition's upcoming primary election, in Caracas, Venezuela, June 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - Opposition leader Henrique Capriles, center right, sitting, smiles after registering his candidacy in the opposition's upcoming primary election, in Caracas, Venezuela, June 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: FILE - President Nicolas Maduro, accompanied by first lady Cilia Flores, greets supporters during an event marking the anniversary of a 1958 coup ousting dictator Marcos Perez Jimenez, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. After officials said election day would be July 28, the birthdate of the late President Hugo Chavez, the government announced it would send invitations to international electoral observers. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - President Nicolas Maduro, accompanied by first lady Cilia Flores, greets supporters during an event marking the anniversary of a 1958 coup ousting dictator Marcos Perez Jimenez, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. After officials said election day would be July 28, the birthdate of the late President Hugo Chavez, the government announced it would send invitations to international electoral observers. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)
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    [image: FILE - Opposition coalition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado speaks to supporters at a campaign event in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)]
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FILE - Opposition coalition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado speaks to supporters at a campaign event in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)
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[image: FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado pauses during a press conference at her campaign headquarters, in Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 15, 2023. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado pauses during a press conference at her campaign headquarters, in Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 15, 2023. As a March 25, 2024 deadline nears to register to compete in the presidential election, Machado faces pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end candidacy, because she's technically barred from office. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: FILE - Opposition leader Henrique Capriles, center right, sitting, smiles after registering his candidacy in the opposition's upcoming primary election, in Caracas, Venezuela, June 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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FILE - Opposition leader Henrique Capriles, center right, sitting, smiles after registering his candidacy in the opposition's upcoming primary election, in Caracas, Venezuela, June 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: FILE - President Nicolas Maduro, accompanied by first lady Cilia Flores, greets supporters during an event marking the anniversary of a 1958 coup ousting dictator Marcos Perez Jimenez, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. After officials said election day would be July 28, the birthdate of the late President Hugo Chavez, the government announced it would send invitations to international electoral observers. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)]
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FILE - President Nicolas Maduro, accompanied by first lady Cilia Flores, greets supporters during an event marking the anniversary of a 1958 coup ousting dictator Marcos Perez Jimenez, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 23, 2024. After officials said election day would be July 28, the birthdate of the late President Hugo Chavez, the government announced it would send invitations to international electoral observers. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- It's her choice -- but one on which the hopes of millions of Venezuelans fighting to restore their democracy depends.
Barred from running for office, opposition leader Maria Corina Machado is facing pressure from foreign leaders and fellow government opponents to abandon her dead-end presidential candidacy ahead of a March 25 candidate registration deadline and make space for a substitute to take on the entrenched incumbent, Nicolas Maduro.
It's an impossible choice that underlines Venezuela's increasingly authoritarian tilt. The last election widely recognized as meeting international standards took place almost a decade ago, when the opposition swept control of the National Assembly in 2015. But the opposition's boycotting of subsequent races has only strengthened Maduro's grip on power.
Machado, a former lawmaker, rose to the top of the opposition leadership in 2023, filling a void left when other leaders went into exile. Her courage and principled attack on government corruption and Maduro's mismanagement of the oil-dependent economy rallied millions of Venezuelans to overwhelmingly vote for her in an October opposition primary that the government tried to outlaw.

    


Success made her a target though. In January, in defiance of an electoral agreement Maduro signed with an opposition coalition, which earned him relief from U.S. economic sanctions, Venezuela's rubber-stamping high court affirmed Machado's ban on holding office.




Maduro's government has since also accused Washington of conspiring to assassinate him, arrested more political opponents and expelled the staff of the U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Taken together, the actions indicate Maduro has no interest in a competitive race and is looking only to extend his decade-long rule, said Michael McKinley, who served as U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, Brazil, Colombia and Peru.

    


"We're no longer dealing with an imperfect electoral process," McKinley said. "It's a complete shutdown of all meaningful challenges to Maduro. In that context, it's hard to argue that the opposition participating in elections without Machado and with a token candidate somehow advances a democratic opening."
Polling suggests that Venezuelans overwhelmingly want to go to the polls and would trounce Maduro if given half a chance. And while Machado is their preferred candidate, a majority of opposition supporters want her to yield to someone else rather than have the opposition essentially sit out the race in which Maduro will be seeking a third six-year term.
"We're with Maria Corina until the end," retiree Sonia Alfonzo said, echoing Machado's campaign slogan of "Hasta el final" -- Until the end. "But if she can't run, she must have an ace up her sleeve."
Machado has repeatedly rejected the idea of renouncing her candidacy, but she has not explained her strategy to overcome the ban. Gerardo Blyde, who negotiated the opposition's electoral agreement with Maduro's representatives, told a radio station Friday "that there is still time" for the government to rectify and "allow our candidacy without obstructions."

    


But other allies are already floating a plan B. Two-time opposition presidential candidate Henrique Capriles this week urged fellow Maduro opponents to get "a sense of realism" and rally behind an alternative. Capriles, who exited the primary as support for Machado increased during the campaign, asked them to put Venezuelans and "the country above all else."
The pressure is coming from outside Venezuela as well. (backslash)Brazil's leftist president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, recently held up his own inability to run for president in 2018 while he was fighting corruption charges from jail as an example for Machado to follow.
"Instead of crying, I appointed another candidate," said Lula, who was later cleared of criminal wrongdoing. 
Machado's meteoric rise as opposition leader last year was aided by careful messaging that softened her image as an elitist hardliner and allowed her to connect with skeptics. But throughout 2023, ruling-party leaders made clear she would never face off with Maduro. 

    


There has been bad blood for decades between Machado and the disciples of Maduro's mentor and predecessor, the late fiery leader Hugo Chavez.
Machado, a free-market conservative, once dared to interrupt Chavez as he gave a speech before the National Assembly, calling the expropriation of businesses theft. "An eagle does not hunt a fly," he responded.
The Biden administration has tried to walk a fine line between expressing support for Machado -- for years more closely aligned with Republicans in Washington -- and keeping alive hopes for some sort of electoral participation.
A senior U.S. official said the Biden administration has not asked Machado to stand down and will respect whatever decision she makes. But the U.S. is stressing the need for the opposition to unite behind a common strategy, one that reflects the will of regular Venezuelans to cast ballots, said the official, who insisted on not being quoted by name to discuss the sensitive matter.

    


A key milestone in that delicate dance comes in April, when temporary sanctions relief that arose from the electoral agreement signed last year in Barbados expires and the White House must decide whether to reimpose restrictions blamed for a worsening humanitarian crisis that has led 7.4 million Venezuelans to abandon the country.
"As imperfect as the elections will be, they represent a huge opportunity for Venezuelans to mobilize and express their voice in ways they haven't for a decade," said Christopher Sabatini, a research fellow at the Chatham House in London. The group this month organized two days of closed door discussions on Venezuela attended by U.S. officials, international diplomats, human rights activists and members of the opposition.
Maduro's government insists Machado's ban is a done deal that cannot be revisited. After officials said election day would be July 28 -- Chavez's birthday -- the government announced it would send invitations to international electoral observers like the European Union and the Carter Center, whose participation is part of the Barbados agreement. However, so far, the invitations haven't been sent. 
Entrenched, authoritarian leaders sometimes overestimate their strength and lose even heavily skewed elections. That's what happened in Nicaragua in 1990, when Sandinista rebel leader Daniel Ortega was defeated after a decade in power, as well when Chileans in a 1988 referendum ousted dictator Augusto Pinochet.
But those examples have less relevance in a world where democracy is on the defensive and the United States' ability to shape events is declining, said McKinley, the former U.S. ambassador.
He said it's more likely Maduro is looking for inspiration to the presidential election in Russia, where Vladimir Putin is competing against a slate of candidates handpicked by the Kremlin, to dismantle Venezuela's democracy even further.
"It's hard to think Maduro isn't watching Putin's electoral example and believes he can follow suit," he said.
___
Goodman reported from Miami. Associated Press writer Jorge Rueda and videojournalist Juan Arraez, in Caracas, Venezuela, and writer Diane Jeantet in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, contributed to this report.
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A warming island's mice are breeding out of control and eating seabirds. An extermination is planned

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This undated handout photo shows a mouse feeding on the head of a wandering albatross chick on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | This undated handout photo shows a mouse feeding on the head of a wandering albatross chick on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan and Janine Schoombie via AP)
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[image: This undated handout photo shows a house mouse on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | This undated handout photo shows a house mouse on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan and Janine Schoombie via AP)
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[image: This undated photos shows two wandering albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | This undated photos shows two wandering albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows a research base on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | This undated photo shows a research base on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows a wandering albatross and a chick on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | This undated photo shows a wandering albatross and a chick on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows sooty albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Port Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | This undated photo shows sooty albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Port Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan Schoombie via AP)
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    [image: This undated handout photo shows a mouse feeding on the head of a wandering albatross chick on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]
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This undated handout photo shows a mouse feeding on the head of a wandering albatross chick on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan and Janine Schoombie via AP)
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[image: This undated handout photo shows a house mouse on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | This undated handout photo shows a house mouse on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan and Janine Schoombie via AP)
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This undated handout photo shows a house mouse on Marion Island, South Africa. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan and Janine Schoombie via AP)
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[image: This undated photos shows two wandering albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | This undated photos shows two wandering albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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This undated photos shows two wandering albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows a research base on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | This undated photo shows a research base on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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This undated photo shows a research base on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows a wandering albatross and a chick on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | This undated photo shows a wandering albatross and a chick on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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This undated photo shows a wandering albatross and a chick on Marion Island, part of the Prince Edward Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Anton Wolfaardt via AP)
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[image: This undated photo shows sooty albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Port Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | This undated photo shows sooty albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Port Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan Schoombie via AP)
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This undated photo shows sooty albatrosses on Marion Island, part of the Port Edwards Islands, a South African territory in the southern Indian Ocean near Antarctica. Mice that were brought by mistake to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity." Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison. (Stefan Schoombie via AP)
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- Mice accidentally introduced to a remote island near Antarctica 200 years ago are breeding out of control because of climate change, and they are eating seabirds and causing major harm in a special nature reserve with "unique biodiversity."
Now conservationists are planning a mass extermination using helicopters and hundreds of tons of rodent poison, which needs to be dropped over every part of Marion Island's 115 square miles (297 square kilometers) to ensure success.
If even one pregnant mouse survives, their prolific breeding ability means it may have all been for nothing.
The Mouse-Free Marion project -- pest control on a grand scale -- is seen as critical for the ecology of the uninhabited South African territory and the wider Southern Ocean. It would be the largest eradication of its kind if it succeeds.

    


The island is home to globally significant populations of nearly 30 bird species and a rare undisturbed habitat for wandering albatrosses -- with their 10-foot wingspan -- and many others.
Undisturbed, at least, until stowaway house mice arrived on seal hunter ships in the early 1800s, introducing the island's first mammal predators.
The past few decades have been the most significant for the damage the mice have caused, said Dr. Anton Wolfaardt, the Mouse-Free Marion project manager. He said their numbers have increased hugely, mainly due to rising temperatures from climate change, which has turned a cold, windswept island into a warmer, drier, more hospitable home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They are probably one of the most successful animals in the world. They've got to all sorts of places," Wolfaardt said. But now on Marion Island, "their breeding season has been extended, and this has resulted in a massive increase in the densities of mice."




Mice don't need encouragement. They can reproduce from about 60 days old and females can have four or five litters a year, each with seven or eight babies.

    


Rough estimates indicate there are more than a million mice on Marion Island. They are feeding on invertebrates and, more and more, on seabirds -- both chicks in their nests and adults.
A single mouse will feed on a bird several times its size. Conservationists snapped a photo of one perched on the bloodied head of a wandering albatross chick.
The phenomenon of mice eating seabirds has been recorded on only a handful of the world's islands.
The scale and frequency of mice preying on seabirds on Marion has risen alarmingly, Wolfaardt said, after the first reports of it in 2003. He said the birds have not developed the defense mechanisms to protect themselves against these unfamiliar predators and often sit there while mice nibble away at them. Sometimes multiple mice swarm over a bird.
Conservationists estimate that if nothing is done, 19 seabird species will disappear from the island in 50 to 100 years, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"This incredibly important island as a haven for seabirds has a very tenuous future because of the impacts of mice," Wolfaardt said.
The eradication project is a single shot at success, with not even a whisker of room for error. Burgeoning mice and rat populations have been problematic for other islands. South Georgia, in the southern Atlantic, was declared rodent-free in 2018 after an eradication, but that was a multi-year project; the one on Marion could be the biggest single intervention.

    


Wolfaardt said four to six helicopters will likely be used to drop up to 550 tons of rodenticide bait across the island. Pilots will be given exact flight lines and Wolfaardt's team will be able to track the drop using GPS mapping.
The bait has been designed to not affect the soil or the island's water sources. It shouldn't harm the seabirds, who feed out at sea, and won't have negative impacts for the environment, Wolfaardt said. Some animals will be affected at an individual level, but those species will recover.
"There's no perfect solution in these kinds of things," he said. "There is nothing that just zaps mice and nothing else."
The eradication project is a partnership between BirdLife South Africa and the national Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, which designated Marion Island as a special nature reserve with the highest level of environmental protection. It has a weather and research station but is otherwise uninhabited and dedicated to conservation.

    


The department said the eradication of mice was "essential if the unique biodiversity of the island is to be preserved."
Wolfaardt said the amount of planning needed means a likely go-ahead date in 2027. The project also needs to raise around $25 million -- some of which has been funded by the South African government -- and get final regulatory approvals from authorities.
Scientists have tried to control the mice of Marion in the past.
They were already a pest for researchers in the 1940s, so five domestic cats were introduced. By the 1970s, there were around 2,000 feral cats on the island, killing half a million seabirds per year. The cats were eliminated by introducing a feline flu virus and hunting down any survivors.

    


Islands are critical to conservation efforts, but fragile. The Island Conservation organization says they are "extinction epicenters" and 75% of all species that have gone extinct lived on islands. About 95% of those were bird species.
"This really is an ecological restoration project," Wolfaardt said. "It's one of those rare conservation opportunities where you solve once and for all a conservation threat."
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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With Navalny dead, his allies keep fighting to undermine Putin's grip on power

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People walk toward the Borisovskoye Cemetery for the funeral ceremony of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | FILE - People walk toward the Borisovskoye Cemetery for the funeral ceremony of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - In this handout photo taken from video provided by the Moscow City Court on Feb. 2, 2021, Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny shows a heart symbol while standing in a cage for defendants in Moscow, Russia. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (Moscow City Court via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | FILE - In this handout photo taken from video provided by the Moscow City Court on Feb. 2, 2021, Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny shows a heart symbol while standing in a cage for defendants in Moscow, Russia. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (Moscow City Court via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Workers carry the coffin and a portrait of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny out of the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | FILE - Workers carry the coffin and a portrait of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny out of the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Relatives and friends pay their last respects at the coffin of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | FILE - Relatives and friends pay their last respects at the coffin of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - People gather outside the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | FILE - People gather outside the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, center, and his team, pose for a picture at the office of the Foundation for Fighting Corruption in Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, May 18, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, center, and his team, pose for a picture at the office of the Foundation for Fighting Corruption in Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, May 18, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny heads to a meeting in Moscow, Russia on Dec. 25, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Evgeny Feldman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny heads to a meeting in Moscow, Russia on Dec. 25, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Evgeny Feldman, File)
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[image: FILE - Police officers detain a demonstrator with a poster that reads: "Freedom for Alexei Navalny", in Pushkinskaya Square in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, June 4, 2023. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | FILE - Police officers detain a demonstrator with a poster that reads: "Freedom for Alexei Navalny", in Pushkinskaya Square in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, June 4, 2023. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is surrounded by journalists inside a plane carrying him back to Russia from the airport near Berlin, Germany, on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is surrounded by journalists inside a plane carrying him back to Russia from the airport near Berlin, Germany, on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny appears in a video link provided by the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service in a courtroom in Moscow, Russia, on Oct. 18, 2022. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny appears in a video link provided by the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service in a courtroom in Moscow, Russia, on Oct. 18, 2022. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Police detain a man honoring the life of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny at a large boulder from the Solovetsky islands, where the first camp of the Gulag political prison system was established, in St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | FILE - Police detain a man honoring the life of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny at a large boulder from the Solovetsky islands, where the first camp of the Gulag political prison system was established, in St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny addresses the European Union's parliament on Wednesday Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. Navalnaya announced that she will continue her late husband's work. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | FILE - Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny addresses the European Union's parliament on Wednesday Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. Navalnaya announced that she will continue her late husband's work. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)
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[image: FILE - Leonid Volkov, chief of staff for the 2018 presidential election of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, looks on, at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France, Dec. 15, 2021. Volkov was recently attacked near his home in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | FILE - Leonid Volkov, chief of staff for the 2018 presidential election of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, looks on, at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France, Dec. 15, 2021. Volkov was recently attacked near his home in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny's mother, Lyudmila Navalnaya, center left, and his mother-in-law Alla Abrosimova visit his grave at the Borisovskoye Cemetery, in Moscow, Russia, on Saturday, March 2, 2024. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny's mother, Lyudmila Navalnaya, center left, and his mother-in-law Alla Abrosimova visit his grave at the Borisovskoye Cemetery, in Moscow, Russia, on Saturday, March 2, 2024. (AP Photo)
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        With Navalny dead, his allies keep fighting to undermine Putin's grip on power

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People walk toward the Borisovskoye Cemetery for the funeral ceremony of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | FILE - People walk toward the Borisovskoye Cemetery for the funeral ceremony of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - People walk toward the Borisovskoye Cemetery for the funeral ceremony of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - In this handout photo taken from video provided by the Moscow City Court on Feb. 2, 2021, Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny shows a heart symbol while standing in a cage for defendants in Moscow, Russia. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (Moscow City Court via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers carry the coffin and a portrait of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny out of the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]
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FILE - Workers carry the coffin and a portrait of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny out of the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Relatives and friends pay their last respects at the coffin of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | FILE - Relatives and friends pay their last respects at the coffin of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - People gather outside the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God Soothe My Sorrows, in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 1, 2024. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, center, and his team, pose for a picture at the office of the Foundation for Fighting Corruption in Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, May 18, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny heads to a meeting in Moscow, Russia on Dec. 25, 2017. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Evgeny Feldman, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police officers detain a demonstrator with a poster that reads: "Freedom for Alexei Navalny", in Pushkinskaya Square in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, June 4, 2023. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | FILE - Police officers detain a demonstrator with a poster that reads: "Freedom for Alexei Navalny", in Pushkinskaya Square in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, June 4, 2023. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - Police officers detain a demonstrator with a poster that reads: "Freedom for Alexei Navalny", in Pushkinskaya Square in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, June 4, 2023. After Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is surrounded by journalists inside a plane carrying him back to Russia from the airport near Berlin, Germany, on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)]
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FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is surrounded by journalists inside a plane carrying him back to Russia from the airport near Berlin, Germany, on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny appears in a video link provided by the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service in a courtroom in Moscow, Russia, on Oct. 18, 2022. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police detain a man honoring the life of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny at a large boulder from the Solovetsky islands, where the first camp of the Gulag political prison system was established, in St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | FILE - Police detain a man honoring the life of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny at a large boulder from the Solovetsky islands, where the first camp of the Gulag political prison system was established, in St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. After Navalny died last month in an Arctic penal colony, his allies quickly returned to work undermining Vladimir Putin's 24-year grip on power. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny addresses the European Union's parliament on Wednesday Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. Navalnaya announced that she will continue her late husband's work. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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[image: FILE - Leonid Volkov, chief of staff for the 2018 presidential election of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, looks on, at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France, Dec. 15, 2021. Volkov was recently attacked near his home in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny's mother, Lyudmila Navalnaya, center left, and his mother-in-law Alla Abrosimova visit his grave at the Borisovskoye Cemetery, in Moscow, Russia, on Saturday, March 2, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Alexei Navalny's team is used to working independently. The most potent foe of Russian President Vladimir Putin was frequently absent for long stretches after being arrested, assaulted, poisoned, or imprisoned.
But when Navalny died suddenly in February at age 47 in a remote Arctic prison, his team was left with a monumental challenge: sustaining an opposition movement against Putin -- who is all but assured to be reelected -- without the living example of their defiant and charismatic leader.
After the initial shock wore off, Navalny's closest allies returned to the work that cost his freedom and his life: undermining Putin's iron-fisted grip on power.
A significant test will come Sunday, the last of three days that voters can go to the polls in an election that is widely viewed as more of a formality than an exercise in democracy.

    


That's when Navalny's team -- with the endorsement of his widow, Yulia Navalnaya -- is calling for a protest dubbed "Noon Against Putin." They are asking Russians to flock to polling stations Sunday at noon local time across the country's 11 time zones to demonstrate their discontent with Putin's rule and his war against Ukraine.




"It is a very simple and safe action, it can't be banned," Navalnaya said in a video address. "It will help millions of people to see their like-minded allies and to realize that we are not alone, we're surrounded by people who are also against the war, against corruption and against lawlessness."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Navalny's followers have expressed a wide mix of emotions in the weeks since his death, from renewed inspiration to a sense of defeat.
Maria Obukhova of Moscow, who paid tribute to Navalny on Wednesday at the Borisovskoye Cemetery, said the crowds she saw at his funeral -- which numbered in the thousands -- were motivational.
"It was a huge surprise for me, because it seemed before like everything had died here, that Russia is no longer, that it had died," said Obukhova, who placed white daisies at Navalny's gravesite.

    


Valery, another Muscovite at the cemetery, who withheld his last name for security reasons, said he had little hope for the future and that after Navalny's death, that "something has really broken" inside of him.
Just several days after her husband's death, Navalnaya expressed determination to keep his mission alive.
In the past month, she has addressed the European Parliament, met with United States President Joe Biden, and urged Western countries not to recognize the results of Russia's election. She has also called on the West to impose more sanctions on those close to Putin. 
Leading up to the election, Navalny's team urged supporters to cast their ballots for any candidate other than Putin, or to invalidate them by choosing two or more candidates. They also had dozens of volunteers call ordinary Russians to ask them about their grievances and try to turn them against Putin.
The phone campaign was announced by Navalny over the summer, and since then "tens of thousands" of calls were made, Leonid Volkov, Navalny's top strategist, said a video. "We will not stop doing that," he vowed.

    


Volkov also gave a video address shortly after Navalny's death in an effort to rally supporters, and perhaps tap into his longtime ally's spirit of persistence. "It will be a monument to Alexei's cause if you and I live to see how this regime disintegrates before Putin's eyes," he said.
Still, the Putin opposition's uphill battle has only gotten steeper with its leaders in exile. 
"(Putin's) regime pushes people out of the country because it understands very well that the possibilities of influencing political processes in Russia from abroad are minimal," said Nikolay Petrov, a visiting researcher at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs.
Sunday's "Noon Against Putin" protest will be a test of how much Navalny's team can do in Russia from abroad, said Sam Greene, a director at the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington. 
"One part of what they want to do is to send a message to those who remain in Russia that you're not alone, that the opposition in exile has their back to a certain extent and will support them," said Greene. "But then the question is, how do they support them?"

    


Efforts are underway to disrupt the protest. Navalny's team said fake emails have been sent around purporting to be from them telling Putin opponents to show up at the polls at 5 p.m. instead of noon.
Russia's independent election watchdog, Golos, reported that officials in at least one region are being instructed to report large gatherings near polling stations to the police. 
On Thursday night. the Prosecutor's Office in Moscow warned that unauthorized rallies near polling stations "may prevent citizens from freely exercising their voting rights and the work of election commissions," a criminal offense punishable by up to five years in prison. 

    


The personal risks for Putin's opponents remain high.
On Tuesday, Volkov was attacked near his home in Lithuania. Assailants smashed a window of his car, sprayed tear gas into his face and beat him with a hammer, according to Navalny's team.
Volkov was taken to a hospital, and upon release said his arm was broken and his leg was injured so much it was painful to walk.
He accused "Putin's henchmen" of the attack and said it was an attempt to intimidate the team ahead of the "Noon Against Putin" protest.
With Navalny gone, some of his supporters are recalibrating their expectations.
Valery, one of many people who visited Navalny's grave in southeastern Moscow in recent weeks, said he is less optimistic about the opposition's prospects going forward.
"Even though Yulia, his wife -- his widow -- has picked up the baton, I'm not sure that it is going to be the same as it was when Alexei was alive," he said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alexei-navalny-death-russia-election-putin-40664ca31977c8804fc4149e45093439
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Abortion story from wife of Nevada Senate hopeful reveals complexity of issue for GOP candidates

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown joins his wife Amy Brown after speaking to a small group of supporters and media after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown joins his wife Amy Brown after speaking to a small group of supporters and media after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown talks with supporter as he arrives to files his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown speaks after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown's wife Amy Brown listens as her husband speaks after he filed his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown, with his wife Amy Brown, signs in at the Secretary of State office as he arrives to files his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown, with his wife Amy Brown, signs in at the Secretary of State office as he arrives to files his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown stands next to supporters as he gets ready to speak after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown talks with supporters after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown talks with supporters as he arrives to files his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown speaks after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown's wife Amy Brown listens as her husband speaks after he filed his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown, with his wife Amy Brown, signs in at the Secretary of State office as he arrives to files his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown stands next to supporters as he gets ready to speak after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: Republican U.S. Senatorial candidate Sam Brown talks with supporters after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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                                        RENO, Nev. (AP) -- Last month, when the wife of a Republican U.S. Senate candidate from Nevada talked candidly about the abortion she had before the two met -- and the long journey of regret and healing that followed -- many Republicans welcomed it as a more compassionate approach to an issue that has hurt GOP candidates at the ballot box.
But with Democrats nationally eying abortion rights as key to their prospects in the November election, from the presidency all the way down the ballot, Sam Brown's evolving tone on abortion, particularly in choosing to publicly revisit his wife Amy's story and oppose a national abortion ban, hints at just how complicated the fight over abortion rights could become for GOP candidates this fall.
In Nevada, the Browns' story could be a factor in a competitive June 11 primary for a seat that Republicans view as a pivotal pickup opportunity. It also shows how abortion could be decisive in determining which party controls the U.S. Senate, where Democrats now hold a 51-49 majority but have many more seats on the line this year.

    


Some Nevada Republicans say the story demonstrates Brown's deeper understanding of the complexities of reproductive healthcare in a state where voters guaranteed the right to abortion through a referendum. They also hope it illuminates a gray area that many Republican women feel extends beyond "yes" or "no" answers on abortion rights.




"I really resent people immediately putting all Republicans in one big basket," said Pauline Ng Lee, president of the Nevada Republican Club.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She said Nevada Republicans have no desire to overturn the state's existing protections, unlike in Republican-led states like Texas and South Carolina. She also hopes the Browns' announcement helps move abortion access, largely a winning issue for Democrats, "off the table" in the Senate race.
Brown, sitting beside his wife, Amy, as she told her story to NBC News, used the moment to lay out his position that questions about abortion are best left to the states. If elected to the Senate, he said, he would oppose a federal abortion ban while supporting Nevada's current law that protects the right to an abortion up to 24 weeks -- roughly the standard nationally when Roe v. Wade was in effect.

    


Brown also called for more compassion, support and education for women who are faced with difficult decisions -- a plea he said was largely informed by his wife's experience in Texas as a woman in her 20s, 16 years ago.
But Brown, now locked in a crowded contest in Nevada's GOP Senate primary in June, never said how he reconciles the tension between the story that helped inspire his policy stance and its implications in today's landscape. When left to the states, women in Texas facing the same circumstances today would not have the options his wife had in the state in 2008.
In Texas, where the two met and lived before Nevada, nearly all abortions are banned, with narrow exceptions. Similar bans at all stages of pregnancy have been enacted in 14 Republican-led states since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the constitutional right to abortion almost two years ago.

    


This is not the first time Sam Brown has adjusted his tone on abortion rights, a topic he often dodged before the interview last month. In July 2021, his campaign website declared it was "in our American interest that we protect the lives of unborn babies just as we would protect the life of any other American."
But that unequivocal stand has since been removed.
Democratic Sen. Jacky Rosen, the incumbent Brown is hoping to unseat, repeatedly references Brown's support for Texas' 20-week abortion ban while running for a seat in the Texas Legislature in 2014. The ban did not include exceptions for rape or the mother's health -- exceptions Brown told NBC he would support.
Rosen's campaign points specifically to a questionnaire from Brown's 2022 Senate run in Nevada, where his campaign said abortion should be banned in all cases except when a mother's life is at risk. Brown's campaign said a staffer created the questionnaire without authorization.

    


And in a 2022 primary Senate debate against former Nevada Attorney General Adam Laxalt, he maintained that abortion should be left to the states, but added, "if there was any sort of legislation that would come forward, I would want to see that specific language."
On his website, Brown maintains he is "personally pro-life" and would work to confirm judges "who understand the importance of protecting life." He is against federal funding for abortion, late-term abortions and abortions without parental consent.
Brown's campaign declined an interview request from The Associated Press, saying the NBC interview was difficult for him and his wife. He did not respond to a question asking what he would say to women in the same position that Amy was in years ago in Texas, where an abortion can now lead to a felony charge.

    


His view, he said in a statement, has been shaped not only by Amy's difficult decision but his own experience of nearly being killed by a roadside bomb in Afghanistan. Both occurred shortly before they met in a San Antonio medical center where she was working as an Army dietitian. 
"Amy and I met each other in the darkest moments of our lives, but we found the light within each other. We found our strength and renewed outlooks on life through Christ, prayer, and relying on each other," he said in the statement. "I have consistently stated that this issue should be decided at the state level, and the people of Nevada have made their decision."
Rebecca Gill, an associate professor of political science at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, said Brown's recalibrated stance sounded like an example of a politician "fishing out some ideas, and seeing if there's anything that doesn't cost them votes." 
"It definitely gives you the impression that they have some empathy about this situation and that they don't want to be the ones to substitute their beliefs about this for the judgment of the person who's pregnant," Gill said. "But they're willing to let other people substitute their beliefs for the judgment of the people who are pregnant."
Lindsey Harmon, a spokesperson for Planned Parenthood Nevada, which has endorsed the Democrat Rosen, said she doesn't believe Brown would keep his promise to oppose a national ban. She added that "we were called hysterical" when sounding the alarm during Brett Kavanaugh's confirmation hearing to the Supreme Court that Roe v. Wade could be overturned.
But some Republicans felt a personal connection to Amy Brown's story and said they hoped it moved a complicated conversation along.
Republican Assemblywoman Danielle Gallant often avoids her own personal experiences when talking with colleagues in Nevada's capital of Carson City -- like the unplanned pregnancy she decided to see through in 2020, or how that pregnancy ended in a miscarriage during a home birth that nearly ended her life.
She doesn't think the labels "pro-choice" and "pro-life" do justice to her feelings about abortion. She's agitated both by Republican men who portray women who receive abortions as "just using it as birth control" and Democrats who refuse to acknowledge the bond a woman can have with a fetus.
Gallant said she felt relief that Amy Brown shared her story and that Sam Brown's stance on a national abortion ban aligns him with a majority of Republican women in Nevada who are somewhere in the middle on abortion but often don't speak up.
Gallant, who voted with her party against strengthening Nevada's existing abortion protections, also hopes the Browns' announcement helps neutralize the issue in his bid to topple Rosen.
"There is no home for where I stand on abortion, politically," she said. "Because personally, I have been challenged. And I tested my belief and stuck to my belief. But I don't believe that I should be telling somebody else how to make their choices."
____
AP writer Adriana Gomez Licon contributed reporting from Miami.
____
Stern is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a service program that places journalists in local newsrooms. Follow Stern on X, formerly Twitter: @gabestern326.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brown-abortion-texas-nevada-senate-roe-wade-81bf8c872d0219fad5d6d3da9c576e23
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TikTok creators warn of economic impact if app sees ban, call it a vital space for the marginalized

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Content creators Jensen Savannah and Marcus Bridgewater share their concerns over a bill passed by the U.S. House of Representatives that would lead to a nationwide ban of the app if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake. (AP video: Erik Verduzco, Lekan Oyekanmi)
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    [image: Content creator Jensen Savannah, left, and her fiance and brand manager Jorge Millares, produce a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]
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[image: Restaurant owner Ana Acela Perez, left, assists content creator Jensen Savannah, with a video for her business at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]
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[image: Content creator Jensen Savannah produces a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]
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[image: Restaurant owner Ana Acela Perez, from left, assists content creator Jensen Savannah, and her fiance and brand manager Jorge Millares, with a video for her business at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Restaurant owner Ana Acela Perez, from left, assists content creator Jensen Savannah, and her fiance and brand manager Jorge Millares, with a video for her business at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 13
Restaurant owner Ana Acela Perez, from left, assists content creator Jensen Savannah, and her fiance and brand manager Jorge Millares, with a video for her business at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: Content creator Jensen Savannah, left, and her fiance and brand manager Jorge Millares, produce a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]
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[image: Content creator Jensen Savannah produces a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]
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[image: Content creator Jensen Savannah produces a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Content creator Jensen Savannah produces a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 13
Content creator Jensen Savannah produces a client video at El Puro Cuban Restaurant, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marcus Bridgewater poses for a portrait, Thursday, March 14, 2024, at his home in Spring, Texas. The TikTok content creator speaks with The Associated Press on how TikTok has transformed his life and the adverse effect a TikTok ban in the U.S. will have on his online space for gardening. (AP Photo/Lekan Oyekanmi)]
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[image: Marcus Bridgewater tends to his backyard herbs and flower garden, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Spring, Texas. The TikTok content creator speaks with The Associated on how TikTok has transformed his life and the adverse effect a TikTok ban in the U.S. will have on his online space for gardening. (AP Photo/Lekan Oyekanmi)]
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                                        Alex Pearlman shut the door on dreams of a standup comedy career almost a decade ago, pivoting from the stage to an office cubicle where he worked a customer service job. 
Then he started posting random jokes and commentary about pop culture and politics on TikTok. Just over 2.5 million followers later, he quit his nine-to-five and recently booked his first nationwide tour.
Pearlman is among the many TikTok creators across the U.S. outraged over a bipartisan bill passed by the House of Representatives on Wednesday that would lead to a nationwide ban of the popular video app if its China-based owner, ByteDance, doesn't sell its stake. The bill still needs to go through the Senate, where its prospects are unclear.
Content creators say a ban would hurt countless people and businesses that rely on TikTok for a significant portion of their income, while also arguing TikTok has become an unrivaled platform for dialogue and community.





    


Pearlman, who lives outside Philadelphia, said TikTok has transformed his life, allowing him to live a dream, provide for his family and spend the first three months of his newborn son's life at home. His customer service job only offered paternity leave equivalent to three weeks off, with two weeks paid.
"I don't take a day for granted on this app, because it's been so shocking," said Pearlman, 39. "In reality, TikTok has been the driver of American social media for the last four years. Something will step into that place if TikTok vanishes tomorrow. Whether or not that will be better or worse, Congress has no way of knowing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TikTok, which launched in 2016, has skyrocketed in popularity, growing faster than Instagram, YouTube or Facebook. The push to remove the app from Chinese authority follows concerns from lawmakers, law enforcement and intelligence officials about the insecurity of user data, potential suppression of content unfavorable to the Chinese government and the possibility that the platform could boost pro-Beijing propaganda, all of which TikTok denies.

    


To date, the U.S. government hasn't provided any evidence showing TikTok shared U.S. user data with Chinese authorities.
The move comes as the pandemic saw huge growth in digital marketing as people were stuck at home consuming -- and creating -- content at levels not seen before. 
Jensen Savannah, a 29-year-old from Charlotte, began making TikToks of her travels around the Carolinas during the pandemic. Now a full-time influencer, she has tripled her income since leaving her telecommunications sales job.
"'Social media Influencer' is almost to be looked at as the new print and the new form of radio and TV advertising," she said. "It's going to bring your dollar much farther than it is in traditional marketing." 
Some creators describe it as a digital equalizer of sorts, providing a platform for people of color and other marginalized groups to get opportunities and exposure. 
"I've always had Twitter, I've had Facebook, I've had Instagram. But TikTok was the first one where, if you want to find somebody who looks like yourself and represents you in any type of way, you can find it," said Joshua Dairen, a Black, 30-year-old content creator in Auburn, Alabama. Dairen makes videos about his state's ghost stories, urban legends and history. 

    


Growing up, he loved researching everything paranormal, but he didn't see a lot of Black representation in the field. Exposure on TikTok has led to jobs writing freelance pieces and contributing to documentaries about paranormal occurrences and unsolved mysteries. The app also gave Dairen the flexibility and confidence to open his own coffee shop, where he gets visits at least once a day from fans of his work. 
He thinks banning TikTok sets "a dangerous precedent about how much power our highest levels of government can wield."
Others say the app is both a financial and social safety net. 
Chris Bautista, a food truck owner in Los Angeles catering to television and movie sets, started using TikTok during the pandemic to connect with members of the LGBTQ+ community and show support for those who might be having a hard time. 

    


Bautista, 37, grew up in a conservative Christian community outside LA and didn't come out until his late 20s. As a young person, he struggled with his mental health and considered suicide. He wanted to create a platform he could have used as a teenager, one showing that someone like him could go to that dark place and come out the other side a "well-adjusted, confident person." 
"I just find the corners of TikTok that I find myself in to be so wildly important and profound," according to Bautista, who said it would be "heartbreaking" if the app was banned. 
Bautista didn't start posting with the intention of monetizing the experience, but money from projects tied to the app came at the right time: If it wasn't for the extra income he earned through TikTok during the pandemic and then the Hollywood strikes last year, his business would have shut down.

    


Almost since its inception, concerns have been raised about the addictive nature of the app, especially for young audiences whose minds are still developing. Marcus Bridgewater, a former private school teacher and administrator who owns his own business and posts TikTok gardening videos, wants Congress to be focused on those issues, and not whether the app is Chinese-owned.
"Social media is a powerful tool," said Bridgewater, who lives in Spring, Texas. "And powerful tools are just that: They are capable of helping us transcend ourselves, but in their transcendence, they're also capable of completely severing us from those we love."
Pearlman said he has long feared politicians would come after TikTok. He compared the experience of finding out about the House vote to finally getting the call that an ailing loved one has died.
"The part that's disturbing to me is, I feel like for a lot of Americans, TikTok and social media in general is a release valve -- it's kind of become a default complaint box," he said. "So to many people, it feels like they're trying to ban the complaint box instead of dealing with the complaint."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tiktok-ban-reaction-influencers-4ae88afbc344630b2c1091a4a1784078
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From 4-leaf clovers to some unexpected history, all you need to know about St. Patrick's Day

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Stacey Peterson and Kevin McGuire take a selfie in front of the green Chicago River to celebrate St. Patrick's Day, Saturday, March 17, 2018. The Chicago River has been dyed a bright shade of green, kicking off the city's St. Patrick's Day festivities. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (James Foster/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - People march past St. Patrick's Cathedral in the St. Patrick's Day parade on Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York City. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - A spectator, top, waves a flag that features a likeness of a shamrock as members of the Boston University ROTC program, left, march past during the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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[image: FILE - People enjoy drinks in a local Irish pub during the St. Patrick's Day, Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Participants march up Fifth Avenue during the St. Patrick's Day Parade, Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Bagpipers march up Fifth Avenue while they pass in front of St. Patrick Cathedral during the St. Patrick's Day Parade, Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue.(AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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[image: FILE - People march past St. Patrick's Cathedral in the St. Patrick's Day parade on Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York City. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - A spectator, top, waves a flag that features a likeness of a shamrock as members of the Boston University ROTC program, left, march past during the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 20, 2022, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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[image: FILE - People enjoy drinks in a local Irish pub during the St. Patrick's Day, Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Participants march up Fifth Avenue during the St. Patrick's Day Parade, Thursday, March 17, 2022, in New York. The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- If it's March, and it's green, it must be St. Patrick's Day. 
The day honoring the patron saint of Ireland is a global celebration of Irish heritage. And nowhere is that more so than in the United States, where parades take place in cities around the country and all kinds of foods and drinks are given an emerald hue.
In fact, it was among Irish American communities that the day became the celebration it is, from its roots as a more solemn day with a religious observance in Ireland.
But even in America, it was about more than a chance to dye a river green (looking at you, Chicago) or just bust out a favorite piece of green clothing, it was about putting down roots and claiming a piece of the country's calendar.




WHO IS ST. PATRICK AND WHY DOES HE EVEN HAVE A DAY?
Patrick was not actually Irish, according to experts. Born in the late fourth century, he was captured as an adolescent and ended up enslaved in Ireland. He escaped to another part of Europe where he was trained as a priest and returned to Ireland in the fifth century to promote the spread of Christianity. 

    


Several centuries later, he was made a saint by the Catholic Church and like other saints had a day dedicated to him, which was March 17th. He became Ireland's patron saint, and even when religious strife broke out between Catholics and Protestants, was claimed by both, says Mike Cronin, historian and academic director of Boston College Dublin.
HOW DID AN IRISH SAINT'S DAY BECOME AN AMERICAN THING? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The short answer: Irish people came to America and brought their culture with them. St. Patrick's Day observances date back to before the founding of the U.S., in places like Boston and New York City. The first parade was held in Manhattan in 1762.
While the day was marked with more of a religious framing and solemnity in Ireland until well into the 20th century, in America it became the cultural and boisterous celebration it is today, marked by plenty of people without a trace of Irish heritage.

    


It was because people in Ireland started seeing how the day was marked in the U.S. that it became more of a festival in the country of its origin rather than strictly a religious observance, Cronin says, pointing to the parades, parties and other festivities that are held.
Oh, and by the way, for those who like to shorten names: Use St. Paddy's Day, not St. Patty's Day. Paddy is a nickname for Padraig, which is the Irish spelling of Patrick.
WHY IS IT SUCH A BIG DEAL TO CELEBRATE A HOLIDAY LIKE THIS?
Holidays aren't simply days to watch bands go by, or wear a specific outfit or costume.
Being able to mark a holiday, and have others mark it, is a way of "putting down roots, showing that you've made it in American culture," says Leigh Schmidt, professor in the Danforth Center on Religion and Politics at Washington University. "You've made your claim on that American calendar, in American civic life, by having these holidays widely recognized."
The spread of St. Patrick's Day celebrations in the U.S. was a way for Irish immigrant communities, who in the 19th century faced discrimination and opposition, to stake that ground, he says: "It's a kind of immigrant Irish way of combating nativist antagonism against them."

    


WHAT'S WITH FOUR-LEAF CLOVERS, ANYWAY? 
A popular sight around the holiday is the shamrock, or three-leaf clover, linked to Ireland and St. Patrick.
The lucky ones, though, come across something that's harder to find: a four-leaf clover. That's because it takes a recessive trait or traits in the clover's genetics for there to be more than the normal 3 leaves, says Vincent Pennetti, a doctoral student at the University of Georgia's College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. He has been fascinated by the plants since high school.
Four-leaf clovers "are real. They are rare," he says.
That doesn't mean they can't be found. People just have to keep their eyes open and "get really good at noticing patterns and breaks in the patterns, and they just start jumping out at you," he says. 
Katie Glerum finds them. The 35-year-old New York City resident says it's not unheard of for her to be somewhere like Central Park and see one. She usually scoops it up and often gives it to someone else, to a positive response.

    


"If it happened every day, then I probably would be less excited about it," she says. "But yeah, when it happens, it is exciting." 
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How Texas' plans to arrest migrants for illegal entry would work if allowed to take effect

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Migrants are taken into custody by officials at the Texas-Mexico border, Jan. 3, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. The Supreme Court on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 extended a stay on a new Texas law that would empower police to arrest migrants suspected of illegally crossing the U.S.-Mexico border. The order puts the law on hold until at least Monday while the high court considers a challenge by the Justice Department, which has called the law an unconstitutional overreach. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, file)]
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[image: FILE - Migrants who crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico are lined up for processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. A federal judge on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024 blocked a new Texas law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S., dealing a victory to the Biden administration in its feud with Republican Gov. Greg Abbott over immigration enforcement. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, file)]
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                                        McALLEN, Texas (AP) -- Texas' plan to arrest migrants who cross the U.S.-Mexico border illegally is on hold while the Supreme Court considers a challenge to Republican Gov. Greg Abbott's latest move over immigration.
The nation's highest court put the law on pause over a lawsuit led by the Justice Department, which argues that Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority. Under the law, any police officer in Texas could arrest migrants for illegal entry and a judge could order them to leave the U.S. 
Justice Samuel Alito has ordered a stay until Monday at 5 p.m. EDT, when the law could potentially take effect.
A federal judge in Texas had blocked the law in a sweeping rejection last month, calling it a violation of the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution. Texas swiftly appealed the ruling and argued that it has a right to take action over what Abbott has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
Here's what to know:
WHO CAN BE ARRESTED?
The law Abbott signed in December allows any Texas law enforcement officer to arrest people suspected of entering the country illegally. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a Texas judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted on misdemeanor charges of illegal entry. Migrants who don't leave could face arrest again under more serious felony charges.
Arresting officers must have probable cause, which could include witnessing the illegal entry themselves or seeing it on video. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law cannot be enforced against people lawfully present in the U.S., including those who were granted asylum or who are enrolled in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.
Critics, including Mexico President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, have said the law could lead to racial profiling and family separation. American Civil Liberties Union affiliates in Texas and some neighboring states issued a travel advisory warning of a possible threat to civil and constitutional rights when passing through Texas. 
Abbott has rejected concerns over profiling. While signing the bill, he said troopers and National Guard members at the border can see migrants crossing illegally "with their own eyes."





    



WHERE WILL THE LAW BE ENFORCED?
The law can be enforced in any of Texas' 254 counties, including those hundreds of miles from the border. 
But Republican state Rep. David Spiller, the author of the law, has said he expects the vast majority of arrests will occur within 50 miles (80 kilometers) of the U.S.-Mexico border. Texas' state police chief has expressed similar expectations.
Some places are off-limits. Arrests cannot be made in public and private schools; places of worship; or hospitals and other health care facilities, including those where sexual assault forensic examinations are conducted.
Under the law, migrants ordered to leave would be sent to ports of entry along the U.S.-Mexico border, even if they are not Mexican citizens.
Amrutha Jindal, executive director at Lone Star Defenders Office, said her organization expects the law will be enforced in border counties. Her office already represents migrants who have been arrested since 2021 under a more limited Texas operation that has charged thousands of migrants with trespassing on private property.

    



IS THE LAW CONSTITUTIONAL?
The Justice Department, legal experts and immigrant rights groups have said the measure is a clear conflict with the U.S. government's authority to regulate immigration.
U.S. District Judge David Ezra, an appointee of former President Ronald Reagan, agreed in a 114-page order. He added that the law could hamper U.S. foreign relations and treaty obligations.
Opponents have called the measure the most dramatic attempt by a state to police immigration since a 2010 Arizona law -- denounced by critics as the "Show Me Your Papers" bill -- that was largely struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Ezra cited the Supreme Court's 2012 Arizona ruling in his decision.
Texas has argued that the law mirrors federal law instead of conflicting with it. 

    



WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE BORDER?

Arrests for illegal crossings along the southern border fell by half in January from record highs in December. Border Patrol officials attributed the shift to seasonal declines and heightened enforcement by the U.S. and its allies.
Tensions remain between Texas and the Biden administration, though. In the border city of Eagle Pass, Texas, National Guard members have prevented Border Patrol agents from accessing a riverfront park.
Other Republican governors have expressed support for Abbott, who has said the federal government is not doing enough to enforce immigration laws. Other measures implemented by Texas include a floating barrier in the Rio Grande and razor wire along the border.

    


___
Associated Press writers Acacia Coronado and Paul Weber in Austin, Texas, contributed to this report.
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Bernie Sanders wants the US to adopt a 32-hour workweek. Could workers and companies benefit?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., talks to the media as he walks to the House chamber before President Joe Biden's State of the Union address at the U.S. Capitol, March 7, 2024, in Washington. Sanders, the far-left independent from Vermont, introduced a bill Thursday, March 14, that would shorten to 32 hours the amount of time many Americans can work each week before they're owed overtime. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        The 40-hour workweek has been standard in the U.S. for more than eight decades. Now some members of Congress want to give hourly workers an extra day off.
Sen. Bernie Sanders, the far-left independent from Vermont, this week introduced a bill that would shorten to 32 hours the amount of time many Americans can work each week before they're owed overtime. 
Given advances in automation, robotics and artificial intelligence, Sanders says U.S. companies can afford to give employees more time off without cutting their pay and benefits. 
Critics say a mandated shorter week would force many companies to hire additional workers or lose productivity. 
Here's what to know about the issue:
What would Sanders' proposal do?
The bill Sanders introduced Wednesday in the Senate would reduce the standard workweek from 40 hours to 32 hours. Employers would be prohibited from reducing their workers' pay and benefits to match their lost hours.

    


That means people who currently work Monday through Friday, eight hours per day, would get to add an extra day to their weekend. Workers eligible for overtime would get paid extra for exceeding 32 hours in a week.




Sanders says the worktime reductions would be phased in over four years. He held a hearing on the proposal Thursday in the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, of which Sanders is the chairman.
How would a shorter workweek affect employees and productivity?
One recent study of British companies that agreed to adopt a 32-hour workweek concluded that employees came to work less stressed and more focused while revenues remained steady or increased. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2022, a team of university researchers and the nonprofit 4 Day Week Global enlisted 61 companies to reduce working hours for six months without cutting wages. Afterward, 71% of the 2,900 workers said they were less burned out and nearly half reported being more satisfied with their jobs.
Meanwhile, 24 of the participating companies reported revenue growth of more than 34% over the prior six months. Nearly two dozen others saw a smaller increase.

    


"The majority of employees register an increase in their productivity over the trial. They are more energized, focused and capable," Juliet Shor, a Boston College sociology professor and a lead researcher on the UK study, told Sanders' Senate committee.
Critics say a 32-hour workweek might work for companies where employees spend most of their time at computers or in meetings, but could be disastrous for production at manufacturing plants that need hands-on workers to keep assembly lines running. 
"These are concepts that have consequences," Roger King, of the HR Policy Association, which represents corporate human resource officers, told the Senate committee. "It just doesn't work in many industries."
What's the response in Washington?
With considerable opposition from Republicans, and potentially some Democrats, don't expect Sanders' proposal to get very far in the Senate. A companion bill by Democratic Rep. Mark Takano of California is likely doomed in the GOP-controlled House.
GOP Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana said paying workers the same wages for fewer hours would force employers to pass the cost of hiring more workers along to consumers. 

    


"It would threaten millions of small businesses operating on a razor-thin margin because they're unable to find enough workers," said Cassidy, the ranking Republican on the committee. "Now they've got the same workers, but only for three-quarters of the time. And they have to hire more."
Sanders has used his platform as the committee's chairman to showcase legislation aimed at holding big corporations more accountable to workers. He blamed greedy executives for pocketing extra profits as technology has boosted worker productivity.
"Do we continue the trend that technology only benefits the people on top, or do we demand that these transformational changes benefit working people?" Sanders said. "And one of the benefits must be a lower workweek, a 32-hour workweek."
How did we decide a 40-hour workweek was the standard?
The Fair Labor Standards Act, signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1938, restricted child labor and imposed other workplace protections that included limiting the workweek to 44 hours. The law was amended two years later to make it a 40-hour week.

    


The landmark law followed a century of labor-union efforts seeking protections for the many overworked people in the U.S., said Tejasvi Nagaraja, a labor historian at Cornell University's School of Industry and Labor Relations. 
"The issue of time was always as important, or more important, than money for labor unions and labor advocates," Nagaraja said.
In the 1830s, coal miners and textile workers began pushing back against workdays of up to 14 hours. After the Civil War, the abolition of slavery caused those in the U.S. to take a fresh look at workers' rights. Unions rallied around the slogan: "Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, eight hours for what you will."
The federal government took tentative steps toward limiting working time. In 1869, President Ulysses S. Grant ordered an eight-hour workday for government employees. In 1916, Congress mandated the same for railroad workers.

    


Other reforms came from private industry. In 1926, Henry Ford adopted a 40-hour week for his automobile assembly workers more than a decade before Congress mandated it. 
Ford wrote: "It is high time to rid ourselves of the notion that leisure for workmen is either lost time or a class privilege."
___
Associated Press reporter Mary Clare Jalonick in Washington contributed. 
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Attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels targets a ship in the Red Sea, though its crew is reportedly safe

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- An attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels targeted a tanker in the Red Sea early Friday but the ship's crew was unharmed, authorities said. It was the latest in the rebels' campaign against shipping over Israel's war with Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 
The British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center initially reported the ship had been "struck by a missile" off the port city of Hodeida but later Friday said that further inspection of the vessel in daylight found no damage.
It described the crew as being "safe" and said the ship was continuing on its way. 
The private security firm Ambrey also reported Friday's attack and said the tanker with armed guards aboard had a "near miss" on Thursday off the coast of Yemen in the Gulf of Aden. It said the ship had been Israel-affiliated but changed owners in February. 





    


In a statement, the Houthis claimed responsibility for the attack and identified the tanker as the Panama-flagged, Vietnamese-owned Pacific 01. That tanker previously had been owned by Singapore-based Eastern Pacific Shipping, which has been repeatedly targeted by the Houthis. That company is ultimately controlled by Israeli billionaire Idan Ofer.
The rebels also claimed they targeted an American destroyer, without elaborating. U.S. warships have repeatedly been targeted by Houthi missile and drone attacks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. military's Central Command in a statement acknowledged the Houthis fired three anti-ship ballistic missiles Friday into the Red Sea, but said they didn't hit anything. 
The UKMTO and Ambrey reported another attack late Friday, but said the Houthi fire missed the Marshall Islands-flagged gas carrier it apparently tried to target. 
The Houthis have attacked ships since November, saying they want to force Israel to end its offensive in Gaza. 
The ships targeted by the Houthis, however, largely have had little or no connection to Israel, the U.S. or other nations involved in the war. The rebels have also fired missiles toward Israel, though they have largely fallen short or been intercepted. 

    


The assaults on shipping have raised the profile of the Houthis, who are members of Islam's minority Shiite Zaydi sect, which ruled Yemen for 1,000 years until 1962.
A report Thursday claimed the Houthis now had a hypersonic missile, potentially increasing that cachet and putting more pressure on Israel after a cease-fire deal failed to take hold in Gaza before the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.
Hypersonic missiles would pose a more serious threat to American and allied warships in the region. 
Earlier in March, a Houthi missile struck a commercial ship in the Gulf of Aden, killing three of its crew members and forcing survivors to abandon the vessel. It marked the first fatal attack by the Houthis on shipping. 
Other recent Houthi actions include an attack last month on a cargo ship carrying fertilizer, the Rubymar, which later sank after drifting for several days.
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Tornadoes kill 3 and leave trails of destruction in the central US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Crews searched for more victims in the rubble Friday after tornadoes tore through several central U.S. states. It appeared the worst hit was the Indian Lake area in Ohio's Logan County. At least three people died.
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            At least 3 dead in Ohio after tornadoes sweep across state

        
        
            Crews searched for more victims in the rubble Friday after tornadoes tore through several central U.S. states. It appeared the worst hit was the Indian Lake area in Ohio's Logan County. At least three people died.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        At least 3 dead in Ohio after tornadoes sweep across state
Crews searched for more victims in the rubble Friday after tornadoes tore through several central U.S. states. It appeared the worst hit was the Indian Lake area in Ohio's Logan County. At least three people died.
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            Indiana resident: Tornado 'sounded really loud and scary the closer it got'

        
        
            Officials say 38 people were injured by a tornado in the Indiana community of Winchester. Residents picked tree branches and sheet metal from their yards. Shingles littered streets and fields.
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Officials say 38 people were injured by a tornado in the Indiana community of Winchester. Residents picked tree branches and sheet metal from their yards. Shingles littered streets and fields.
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            Severe storms and possible tornadoes strike Indiana, Ohio

        
        
            Severe weather and suspected tornadoes struck areas of eastern Indiana and western Ohio on Thursday. At least two deaths are reported in Logan County, Ohio. Authorities say there are significant injuries in Winchester, Indiana. (March 15)
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Severe weather and suspected tornadoes struck areas of eastern Indiana and western Ohio on Thursday. At least two deaths are reported in Logan County, Ohio. Authorities say there are significant injuries in Winchester, Indiana. (March 15)
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            Ohio residents describe tornado that smashed homes and killed at least 3

        
        
            Tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses and killed at least three people in the central United States. Officials are assessing the extent of the destruction Friday. Ohio's Logan County was hard hit. (AP Video: Joshua A. Bickel)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ohio residents describe tornado that smashed homes and killed at least 3
Tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses and killed at least three people in the central United States. Officials are assessing the extent of the destruction Friday. Ohio's Logan County was hard hit. (AP Video: Joshua A. Bickel)
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            Tornadoes kill 3 and leave trails of destruction

        
        
            The death toll still stands at three from a series of tornadoes that tore through the central U.S. on Thursday night. The severe weather affected people in parts of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. (AP production by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tornadoes kill 3 and leave trails of destruction
The death toll still stands at three from a series of tornadoes that tore through the central U.S. on Thursday night. The severe weather affected people in parts of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Brittany Oakley checks in with relatives outside of what is left of her home in Lakeview, Ohio., Friday, March 15, 2024. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 20 | Brittany Oakley checks in with relatives outside of what is left of her home in Lakeview, Ohio., Friday, March 15, 2024. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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Brittany Oakley checks in with relatives outside of what is left of her home in Lakeview, Ohio., Friday, March 15, 2024. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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[image: A hymnal book from a destroyed church across the street is seen among the debris strewn in Winchester, Ind., on Friday, March 15, 2024, after storms ripped through the area Thursday night. (AP Photo/Isabella Volmert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 20 | A hymnal book from a destroyed church across the street is seen among the debris strewn in Winchester, Ind., on Friday, March 15, 2024, after storms ripped through the area Thursday night. (AP Photo/Isabella Volmert)
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[image: Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 20 | Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Elizabeth 'Ellie' Rohrer, 21, picks through the rubble of her grandmothers home looking for photos and notes left behind after a severe storm on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Rohrer and her family rescued her grandmother from the rubble last night. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)]
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[image: Billie Cole helps her mother-in-law Patricia Gaddis clean up storm damage at her mobile home Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris is visible through the window of a damaged home following severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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Debris is visible through the window of a damaged home following severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency crews and residents pick up around Winchester, Ind., Friday morning, March 15, 2024, after severe weather hit the area Thursday night. The roof of a Goodwill location off of Indiana Highway 27 was torn off and its walls were shredded. (AP Photo/Isabella Volmert )]
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Emergency crews and residents pick up around Winchester, Ind., Friday morning, March 15, 2024, after severe weather hit the area Thursday night. The roof of a Goodwill location off of Indiana Highway 27 was torn off and its walls were shredded. (AP Photo/Isabella Volmert )
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[image: Greg McDougle walks near debris Friday, March 15, 2024, following a severe storm in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris is visible near a damaged home following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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Debris is visible near a damaged home following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Debris scatters the ground following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 20
Debris scatters the ground following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Blaine Schmidt holds his guitar near his damaged home following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris is visible following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Shawn Hamilton takes items in a wagon to bring to a friends house where he will stay after his mobile home was damaged following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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Shawn Hamilton takes items in a wagon to bring to a friends house where he will stay after his mobile home was damaged following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The remains of mobile homes are visible following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Courtney Holloway looks at what is left of the Freedom Life Church with her children after a severe storm demolished the church on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)]
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Courtney Holloway looks at what is left of the Freedom Life Church with her children after a severe storm demolished the church on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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[image: A Logan County sheriff walks down a road following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | A Logan County sheriff walks down a road following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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A Logan County sheriff walks down a road following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Business owners walk around stores assessing the damage from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | Business owners walk around stores assessing the damage from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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Business owners walk around stores assessing the damage from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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[image: Cars are damaged from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | Cars are damaged from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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Cars are damaged from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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[image: Homes and business are damaged after an overnight severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | Homes and business are damaged after an overnight severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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Homes and business are damaged after an overnight severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Winchester, Ind. Severe storms with suspected tornadoes have damaged homes and businesses in the central United States. (Grace Hollars/The Indianapolis Star via AP)
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[image: Members of the congregation of the Freedom Life Church pick through the remains of the church in Winchester, Ind., Friday, March 15, 2024, after it was destroyed in severe storms overnight. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Members of the congregation of the Freedom Life Church pick through the remains of the church in Winchester, Ind., Friday, March 15, 2024, after it was destroyed in severe storms overnight. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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Members of the congregation of the Freedom Life Church pick through the remains of the church in Winchester, Ind., Friday, March 15, 2024, after it was destroyed in severe storms overnight. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By JOSHUA A. BICKEL and JOHN SEEWER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LAKEVIEW, Ohio (AP) -- Blaine Schmidt sifted through the broken glass and splintered wood throughout his Ohio home Friday, salvaging a guitar and a bundle of diapers.
His couch and a crib had been ripped apart by one of many tornadoes that tore through the central U.S., killing three people and injuring dozens more. The storm peeled open his living room wall, but at least the house was standing. The one next door was flattened.
"I'm lucky to be alive," Schmidt said hours after he and his roommate took shelter in a bathtub, using the shower curtain to protect them from flying window glass.
Thursday night's storms left trails of destruction across parts of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. About 40 people were injured and dozens of homes were damaged in one Indiana community. Tornadoes were also reported in Illinois and Missouri.
The Indian Lake area in Ohio's Logan County was one of the hardest hit. Three people died in the county northwest of Columbus, said Sheriff Randy Dodds. 

    


Much of the damage was in the villages of Russells Point and Lakeview, where Schmidt lives. The villages are dotted with cottages owned by people who come for fishing and boating.




Search crews and cadaver dogs didn't find any more victims Friday after going into neighborhoods that had been blocked by gas leaks and fallen trees overnight, Dodds said. 
"When you see this damage, you'll be surprised it was only three," the sheriff said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, who assessed the damage and met with residents, said it was fortunate the storm did not hit on a summer weekend. 
Sandy Smith took shelter with her family in a laundry room of their Lakeview home after hearing the storm sirens. Seconds later, they heard debris batter the house. Her husband watched the garage blow away.
She went upstairs to rescue their cat who was trapped under a bookshelf. As soon she came back down, the roof collapsed. 

    


A campground, an RV park and a laundromat were among the many businesses damaged. The storm produced fires in some spots and draped power lines through home windows, said Amber Fagan, president of the local chamber of commerce.
About 25 people were treated for mostly broken bones and internal injuries at the nearest hospital in Bellefontaine, said Laura Miller, a spokesperson for Mary Rutan Hospital.
About a half-dozen residents in Lakeview who were interviewed by The Associated Press said they heard tornado sirens 10 minutes before the storm hit, after they went off earlier.
Weather officials were assessing damage and confirming the tornadoes, counting at least five that touched down in Ohio alone. 
In Indiana, a tornado injured 38 people in Winchester, where the mayor said some 130 homes and a Taco Bell restaurant were damaged or destroyed. Three people were in critical condition, but their injuries were not life-threatening, authorities said.
Residents, who said they got plenty of warning to take shelter, picked tree branches and sheet metal from their yards. Shingles littered streets and fields in the town northeast of Indianapolis.

    


Carey Todd, 55, said the tornado looked like "a bunch of black birds."
Across from a church that was destroyed, a hymnal was blown open to No. 118, "Shelter in Time of Storm."
Mayor Bob McCoy said he and his wife hunkered in a closet.
"I've never heard that sound before; I don't want to hear it again," McCoy said.
West of Winchester, officials said as many as half the structures in the town of Selma, population 750, might have been damaged. Only minor injuries were reported, emergency officials said in a news release.
Gov. Eric Holcomb praised first responders in Indiana, saying: "By the grace of God, everyone has lived through it all."
Storms also damaged homes and trailers in the Ohio River communities of Hanover and Lamb in Indiana.
In Milton, Kentucky, two people were injured when their car was hit by debris from a tornado that damaged as many as 100 homes and businesses, said Trimble County Emergency Management Director Andrew Stark.
In Arkansas, a tornado struck the retirement community of Hot Springs Village, southwest of Little Rock, but there were no reports of fatalities or injuries, according to National Weather Service meteorologist Erik Green.
___
Seewer reported from Toledo, Ohio. Associated Press journalists around the country contributed to this report, including Isabella Volmert in Winchester, Indiana; Lisa Baumann; Sarah Brumfield; Rick Callahan; Stefanie Dazio; Kathy McCormack; Ken Miller; and Patrick Orsagos.
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Prosecutor leaves Georgia election case against Trump after relationship with district attorney

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A special prosecutor who had a romantic relationship with Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis has withdrawn from the Georgia election interference case against former President Donald Trump.
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    [image: FILE- Special prosecutor Nathan Wade looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. A progressive Democrat and a Republican who briefly worked in Donald Trump's administration entered the Fulton County district attorney's race Friday, March 8, 2024, as the current officeholder, Fani Willis, awaits a judge's decision on whether she will be removed from the Georgia election interference case against the former president because of a relationship with Wade. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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[image: Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. The judge in the Georgia election interference case against Donald Trump and others says Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis must step aside or remove the special prosecutor with whom she had a romantic relationship before the case can proceed. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. Scott McAfee, who's presiding over the election interference case, drew two challengers Friday, March 8, 2024, for his nonpartisan race in May: civil rights attorney Robert Patillo and Tiffani Johnson, a staff attorney for another Fulton County judge. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A special prosecutor who had a romantic relationship with Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis formally withdrew Friday from the Georgia election interference case against Donald Trump after a judge ruled he had to leave or Willis couldn't continue to pursue the charges. 
Attorney Nathan Wade's resignation allows Willis to remain on the most sprawling of four criminal cases against the presumptive Republican nominee in the 2024 presidential election. 
But the long-term damage to the public perception of the prosecution remains unclear, particularly in light of Trump's relentless barrage of attacks on the pair who pledged to hold Trump accountable but found their own actions under a public microscope. 
Wade offered his resignation in a letter to Willis, saying he was doing so "in the interest of democracy, in dedication to the American public and to move this case forward as quickly as possible." 

    


"I am sure that the case, and the team, will be in good hands moving forward and justice will be served," Wade wrote. 
Willis complimented Wade's "professionalism and dignity" in a letter accepting his resignation, effective immediately. She said he had endured threats against himself and his family, as well as "unjustified attacks" in the media and in court on his reputation as a lawyer. 




"I will always remember -- and will remind everyone -- that you were brave enough to step forward and take on the investigation and prosecution of the allegations that the defendants in this case engaged in a conspiracy to overturn Georgia's 2020 Presidential Election," Willis wrote. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's team felt differently. 
In a social media post, Trump said the "Fani Willis lover" had "resigned in disgrace," and Trump repeated his assertion that the case is an effort to hurt his campaign to reclaim the White House in November. Trump has denied doing anything wrong and pleaded not guilty.

    


An attorney for the former president said they respected the court's decision but believe the judge "did not afford appropriate significance to the prosecutorial misconduct of Willis and Wade."
"We will use all legal options available as we continue to fight to end this case, which should never have been brought in the first place," Trump attorney Steve Sadow said.
Defense attorneys could try to appeal the ruling, but they would need the judge's permission to do so.
In a separate criminal case against Trump in New York, a judge agreed Friday to delay the trial related to hush-money payments during Trump's 2016 campaign until at least mid-April. The trial was supposed to begin later this month, but Trump's lawyers said they needed more time to sift through evidence they only recently obtained from a previous federal investigation into the matter.
In Georgia, Wade's resignation came hours after Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee said he had to be removed or Willis must step aside from the case. McAfee did not find that Willis' relationship with Wade amounted to a conflict of interest but said the allegations created an "appearance of impropriety" that infected the prosecution team. 

    


"As the case moves forward, reasonable members of the public could easily be left to wonder whether the financial exchanges have continued resulting in some form of benefit to the District Attorney, or even whether the romantic relationship has resumed," the judge wrote. 
"Put differently, an outsider could reasonably think that the District Attorney is not exercising her independent professional judgment totally free of any compromising influences. As long as Wade remains on the case, this unnecessary perception will persist."

    
    Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.


    


Friday's extraordinary developments underscored the extent to which the case that began with allegations that a former president tried to undermine the will of the people who voted him out of the White House had become consumed by talk of the love lives of its top prosecutors. In accepting Wade's resignation, Willis made clear her determination to turn the page from weeks of embarrassing headlines about romantic getaways, sex and stashes of cash that have dominated coverage of the case. 

    


Willis hired Wade in 2021 to lead the team to investigate and ultimately prosecute Trump and 18 others on charges that they illegally tried to overturn his narrow loss to Democrat Joe Biden in Georgia in 2020. The case uses a statute normally associated with mobsters to accuse the former president, lawyers and other aides of a "criminal enterprise" to keep him in power. 
Willis and Wade testified at a hearing last month that they had engaged in a romantic relationship, but they rejected the idea that Willis improperly benefited from it, as lawyers for Trump and some of his co-defendants alleged. Willis and Wade insisted they didn't begin dating until after he became special prosecutor, though a former friend and employee of Willis' testified that she saw the pair hugging and kissing before he was hired. 

    


Willis and Wade said the relationship ended in the summer of 2023. They both said that Willis either paid for things herself or used cash to reimburse Wade for travel expenses.
McAfee wrote that there was insufficient evidence that Willis had a personal stake in the prosecution. And he said he was unable to "conclusively establish by a preponderance of the evidence" whether Willis and Wade began dating before or after he was hired as special prosecutor. 
"However, an odor of mendacity remains," the judge wrote. He said "reasonable questions" about whether Willis and Wade testified truthfully about the timing of their relationship "further underpin the finding of an appearance of impropriety and the need to make proportional efforts to cure it." 
Even so, he said, dismissal of the case was not the appropriate remedy to "adequately dissipate the financial cloud of impropriety and potential untruthfulness found here."
An attorney for co-defendant Michael Roman was the first to ask McAfee to dismiss the indictment and prevent Willis and Wade and their offices from continuing to prosecute the case. The attorney, Ashleigh Merchant, alleged that Willis paid Wade large sums for his work and then improperly benefited from the prosecution of the case when Wade used his earnings to pay for vacations for the two of them.
Merchant said in a statement Friday that while Roman's team maintains that the judge should have disqualified Willis' office entirely, the judge clearly agreed with the defense that there is a "risk to the future of this case" if Willis "doesn't quickly work to cure her conflict."
____
Richer contributed from Boston. Associated Press reporter Eric Tucker in Washington contributed. 
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Russians are voting in an election that holds little suspense after Putin crushed dissent

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Voters headed to the polls in Russia on Friday for a three-day presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule by six more years. Putin faces no real competition in the vote, after two opposition candidates were barred from running. The election takes place amid a clampdown on dissent in the country, which has seen opposition figures and rights advocates imprisoned or exiled. Beyond the fact that voters have been presented with little choice, the possibilities for independent monitoring are very limited. (March 15)
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            Russians go to the polls on the first day of the presidential election, AP explains

        
        
            Today is the first day of the Russian presidential election, which is all but certain to extend Vladimir Putin's rule by six more years. (Mar. 15)
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            Moscow voters cast ballots in presidential election

        
        
            Voters headed to the polls in Russia on Friday for a three-day presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule by six more years. Putin faces no real competition in the vote, after two opposition candidates were barred from running. The election takes place amid a clampdown on dissent in the country, which has seen opposition figures and rights advocates imprisoned or exiled. Beyond the fact that voters have been presented with little choice, the possibilities for independent monitoring are very limited. (March 15)
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            Russia's top military commanders vote in presidential election

        
        
            Russia's top military brass voted Friday in a presidential election that is all but certain to extend Vladimir Putin's rule by another six years.
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            Putin shown purportedly voting online in Russian election

        
        
            The Kremlin released video showing Russian President Vladimir Putin purportedly voting online on the first of three presidential election days in the country.
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The Kremlin released video showing Russian President Vladimir Putin purportedly voting online on the first of three presidential election days in the country.
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            Putin accuses Ukraine of trying to disrupt election

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed that Ukraine was attempting to disrupt the presidential elections underway in the country with incursions into Russia's territory. (Mar 15).
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    [image: A student of the Maritime State University named after admiral Gennady Nevelskoy leaves a voting booth at a polling station during a presidential election in the Pacific port city of Vladivostok, 6418 kms. (3566 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an electronic voting during a presidential voting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an electronic voting during a presidential voting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: A woman casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | A woman casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 18
A woman casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An election commission official inspects the passport of a person who came to vote at a polling station, during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Women vote at a polling station during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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Women vote at a polling station during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)
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[image: A woman gets a ballot at a polling station during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 18
A woman gets a ballot at a polling station during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Voters arrive at a polling station during a presidential election in Russian-controlled Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A man gets a ballot during a presidential election while being visited by a mobile election committee, which visits those people that are not able to walk to polling stations, in the Siberian city of Omsk, 2236 km (1397 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A woman casts a ballot during a presidential election while being visited by a mobile election committee, which visits those people that are not able to walk to polling stations, in the Siberian city of Omsk, 2236 km (1397 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A man casts a ballot with his child at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A woman casts a ballot during a presidential election in the Siberian city of Omsk, 2236 km (1397 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A Russian serviceman leaves a voting booth at a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A police officer guards the area after a woman threw a Molotov cocktail onto the roof of a school that houses a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Police officers check the area after a woman threw a Molotov cocktail onto the roof of a school that houses a polling station during a presidential election in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A voter casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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A voter casts a ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: A woman casts her ballot during a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Voters in Russia are heading to the polls for a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu casts a ballot at a polling station in the Southern Military Distric of Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Vadim Savitsky, Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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In this photo released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu casts a ballot at a polling station in the Southern Military Distric of Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Vadim Savitsky, Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an electronic voting during a presidential voting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an electronic voting during a presidential voting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an electronic voting during a presidential voting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        Russia began three days of voting Friday in a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule for six more years after he stifled dissent.
At least half a dozen cases of vandalism at polling stations were reported, including a firebombing and several people pouring green liquid into ballot boxes -- an apparent nod to the late opposition leader Alexei Navalny, who in 2017 was attacked by an assailant splashing green disinfectant in his face.
Voting is taking place through Sunday at polling stations across the vast country's 11 time zones, in illegally annexed regions of Ukraine and online. Putin cast his ballot online, according to the Kremlin.
The election comes against the backdrop of a ruthless crackdown that has crippled independent media and prominent rights groups and given Putin full control of the political system.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    



    


It also comes as Moscow's war in Ukraine enters its third year. Russia has the advantage on the battlefield, where it is making small, if slow, gains. A Russian missile strike on the port city of Odesa killed at least 14 people on Friday, local officials said.
Ukraine, meanwhile, has made Moscow look vulnerable behind the front line with long-range drone attacks deep inside Russia and high-tech drone assaults that put its Black Sea fleet on the defensive.
Russian regions bordering Ukraine reported a spike in shelling and repeated attacks this week by Ukrainian forces, which Putin described Friday as an attempt to frighten residents and derail the vote.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Those enemy strikes haven't been and won't be left unpunished," he vowed at a meeting of his Security Council.
"I'm sure that our people, the people of Russia, will respond to that with even greater cohesion," Putin said. "Whom did they decide to scare? The Russian people? It has never happened and it will never happen."
By the time polls closed Friday night at Russia's westernmost region of Kaliningrad, more than a third of the country's eligible voters had cast ballots in person and online, according to the Central Election Commission. Online voting, which began Friday morning, is available around the clock in Moscow and 28 other regions until 8 p.m. local time Sunday.

    


Officials said voting proceeded in an orderly fashion, but in St. Petersburg, a woman threw a Molotov cocktail on the roof of a school that houses a polling station, local news media reported. The deputy head of the Russian Central Election Commission said people poured green liquid into ballot boxes in five places, including Moscow.
News sites also reported on the Telegram messaging channel that a woman in Moscow set fire to a voting booth. Such acts are incredibly risky since interfering with elections is punishable by up to five years in prison.
The election holds little suspense since Putin, 71, is running for his fifth term virtually unchallenged. His political opponents are either in jail or in exile; Navalny, the fiercest of them, died in an Arctic penal colony last month. The three other candidates on the ballot are low-profile politicians from token opposition parties that support the Kremlin's line.

    


Observers have little to no expectation the election will be free and fair. 
European Council President Charles Michel mordantly commented Friday on the vote's preordained nature. "Would like to congratulate Vladimir Putin on his landslide victory in the elections starting today. No opposition. No freedom. No choice," he wrote on X, formerly Twitter.
Beyond the few options for voters, the possibilities for independent monitoring are very limited.
No significant international observers were present. The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe's monitors were not invited, and only registered candidates or state-backed advisory bodies can assign observers to polling stations, decreasing the likelihood of independent watchdogs. With balloting over three days in nearly 100,000 polling stations, any true oversight is difficult anyway.
"The elections in Russia as a whole are a sham. The Kremlin controls who's on the ballot. The Kremlin controls how they can campaign. To say nothing of being able to control every aspect of the voting and the vote-counting process," said Sam Greene, director for Democratic Resilience at the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington.

    


Ukraine and the West have also condemned Russia for holding the vote in Ukrainian regions that Moscow's forces have seized and occupied.
In many ways, Ukraine is at the heart of this election, political analysts and opposition figures say. They say Putin wants to use his all-but-assured electoral victory as evidence that the war and his handling of it enjoys widespread support. The opposition, meanwhile, hopes to use the vote to demonstrate its discontent with both the war and the Kremlin.

    


Two anti-war politicians were banned from the ballot after attracting genuine -- albeit not overwhelming -- support, depriving the voters of any choice on the "main issue of Russia's political agenda," said political analyst Abbas Gallyamov, a former Putin speechwriter.
Russia's scattered opposition has urged those unhappy with Putin or the war to show up at the polls at noon on Sunday, the final day of voting, in protest. The strategy was endorsed by Navalny not long before his death.
"We need to use election day to show that we exist and there are many of us, we are actual, living, real people and we are against Putin. ... What to do next is up to you. You can vote for any candidate except Putin. You could ruin your ballot," his widow, Yulia Navalnaya, said.
How well this strategy will work remains unclear.
Golos, Russia's renowned independent election observer group, said in a report this week that authorities were "doing everything so that the people don't notice the very fact of the election happening."
The watchdog described the campaign ahead of the vote as "practically unnoticeable" and "the most vapid" since 2000, when Golos was founded and started monitoring elections in Russia.
Putin's campaigning was cloaked in presidential activities, and other candidates were "demonstrably passive," the report said.
State media dedicated less airtime to the election than in 2018, when Putin was last elected, according to Golos. Instead of promoting the vote to ensure a desired turnout, authorities appear to be betting on pressuring voters they can control -- for instance, Russians who work in state-run companies or institutions -- to show up at the polls, the group said. 
The watchdog itself has been swept up in the crackdown: Its co-chair, Grigory Melkonyants, is in jail awaiting trial on charges widely seen as an attempt to pressure the group ahead of the election.
"The current elections will not be able to reflect the real mood of the people," Golos said in the report. "The distance between citizens and decision-making about the fate of the country has become greater than ever."
___
Follow AP's coverage of Russia's election: https://apnews.com/hub/russia-election
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What to know about judge's ruling allowing Fani Willis to stay on Trump's Georgia election case

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A special prosecutor who had a romantic relationship with Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis has withdrawn from the Georgia election interference case against former President Donald Trump.
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    [image: Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. The hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. The hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool)
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Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. The hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool)
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[image: FILE- Special prosecutor Nathan Wade looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. A progressive Democrat and a Republican who briefly worked in Donald Trump's administration entered the Fulton County district attorney's race Friday, March 8, 2024, as the current officeholder, Fani Willis, awaits a judge's decision on whether she will be removed from the Georgia election interference case against the former president because of a relationship with Wade. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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FILE- Special prosecutor Nathan Wade looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. A progressive Democrat and a Republican who briefly worked in Donald Trump's administration entered the Fulton County district attorney's race Friday, March 8, 2024, as the current officeholder, Fani Willis, awaits a judge's decision on whether she will be removed from the Georgia election interference case against the former president because of a relationship with Wade. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)
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[image: FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. Scott McAfee, who's presiding over the election interference case, drew two challengers Friday, March 8, 2024, for his nonpartisan race in May: civil rights attorney Robert Patillo and Tiffani Johnson, a staff attorney for another Fulton County judge. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. Scott McAfee, who's presiding over the election interference case, drew two challengers Friday, March 8, 2024, for his nonpartisan race in May: civil rights attorney Robert Patillo and Tiffani Johnson, a staff attorney for another Fulton County judge. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis can prosecute Donald Trump on charges that he interfered with Georgia's 2020 election now that a special prosecutor with whom she had a romantic relationship has withdrawn from the case. 
But the long-term impacts of allegations of impropriety that have roiled the case for weeks remain to be seen, with Trump and his allies certain to continue to attack the legitimacy of the prosecution against the former president and 18 others. 
Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee ruled Friday that Willis could stay if special prosecutor Nathan Wade left. That was a partial victory for Willis, whom defense attorneys had pushed to have removed from the case over her relationship Wade. 
But the judge also rebuked Willis for her "tremendous" lapse in judgment and questioned the truthfulness of Wade's and her testimony about the timing of their relationship. 

    


It's an extraordinary decision in a case that in recent weeks has taken on a soap opera atmosphere as the prosecutors who pledged to hold Trump accountable had their own personal lives thrust into the spotlight. 




Here are some major takeaways from the judge's ruling: 
____
THE JUDGE PUT THE BALL IN WILLIS' COURT 
The judge's ruling threw it to Willis to decide whether she -- and her entire office -- would step aside or whether Wade would withdraw from the case. The judge said the prosecution couldn't move forward until one of those two actions was taken. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Several hours after the ruling came down, Wade offered his resignation and Willis accepted it.
If Willis had instead opted to step aside, the case would have been referred to the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council -- a nonpartisan association of Georgia district attorneys -- to be assigned to a different prosecutor. 
That could have upended the entire prosecution. Another prosecutor could have continued on the track that Willis has taken, could have chosen to pursue only some charges or could have dropped the case altogether. 

    


FINANCIAL CONCERNS 
The defense attorney who first revealed the romantic relationship, Ashleigh Merchant, alleged that Willis paid Wade large sums for his work and then improperly benefited from the prosecution of the case when Wade used his earnings to pay for vacations for the two of them.
Willis and Wade argued that the district attorney received no financial benefit from the relationship and that she either paid for things herself or used cash to reimburse Wade for travel expenses.
Judge McAfee called it "concerning" that there were no documents to corroborate Willis' claim that she paid Wade back. But he said Willis' testimony "withstood direct contradiction" and was corroborated by other evidence, including her purchase of a flight for two in 2022. That led the judge to conclude that the claim "was not so incredible as to be inherently unbelievable." 
The judge said there was no way no know for sure that Willis and Wade's expenses were split evenly -- and Willis "may well have received a net benefit of several hundred dollars." But, McAfee said the defendants didn't provide sufficient evidence to prove that Willis financially benefited from hiring Wade. 

    


Furthermore, McAfee concluded that enriching herself through her relationship with Wade was not a motivating factor in Willis' decision to bring the case. 
The judge noted that Willis was not "financially destitute throughout this time or in any great need," but was making more than $200,000 per year. He also said there was no indication she was trying to prolong the case to rake in more money, noting that prosecutors had initially wanted the case to go to trial less than six months after they brought the indictment. 
WILLIS' PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Attorneys for Trump and others said Willis' public statements about the case veered into the realm of misconduct, saying she expressed her belief in the guilt of the defendants. 
McAfee noted that he had to consider whether the remarks were "part of a calculated plan" to prejudice the defendants in the minds of future jurors. He said the comments must be "egregiously" improper to justify disqualification.

    


The judge found that statements Willis made describing the charges in the indictment, her office's conviction rates and personal anecdotes were not disqualifying. That extended to her "unorthodox decision" to speak on the record to authors of a book about the special grand jury investigation that preceded the indictment, he wrote.
A speech she gave at a historic Black church in Atlanta less than a week after the allegations of her relationship with Wade surfaced was a different matter, the judge wrote. Willis complained in those remarks that people had questioned her decision to hire Wade and questioned his qualifications, seeming to suggest the criticism arose from the fact that she and Wade are Black.
McAfee noted that the speech did not mention any defendant by name and did not address the merits of the charges in the case or disclose any sensitive or confidential evidence. He said he didn't find that it crossed the line to the point that the defendants couldn't have a fair trial.

    


"But it was still legally improper," he wrote. "Providing this type of public comment creates dangerous waters for the District Attorney to wade further into."
He noted that it may well be time for an order preventing prosecutors from mentioning a case in public to prevent prejudicial pretrial publicity, but he said that was not the issue currently before him.
McAfee has recently made his own public statements about the case. 
He said in an interview on WSB Radio last week that he'd had a rough draft of his ruling ready before he knew that anyone planned to challenge him in a May election and that "the result is not going to change because of politics." When a WSB-TV reporter snagged him on the sidelines of a Rotary Club lunch Thursday, McAfee said the ruling would be out Friday and that "no ruling of mine is ever going to be based on politics."
McAfee was appointed to his seat by Georgia's Republican governor and faces two challengers in a May election. The race is nonpartisan, but Fulton County is a Democratic stronghold.
LACK OF CANDOR
Wade was questioned on the stand about statements he had made in his divorce case that he hadn't been romantically involved with anyone other than his wife during their marriage. His "patently unpersuasive explanation" for those inaccuracies "indicates a willingness on his part to wrongly conceal his relationship with the District Attorney," McAfee wrote.
McAfee also found himself unable to determine the answer to a central question in the evidentiary hearing: whether Willis and Wade began their romantic relationship before she hired him. Neither side provided sufficient evidence to make a conclusive determination, he wrote.
But he said, "an odor of mendacity remains." He wrote that "reasonable questions" about whether Willis and Wade testified truthfully about that timing "further underpin the finding of an appearance of impropriety and the need to make proportional efforts to cure it."
____
Richer reported from Boston. 
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Brazil military leaders told police Bolsonaro plotted to remain in power despite election defeat

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Former President Jair Bolsonaro addresses supporters during a rally in Sao Paulo., Brazil, Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024. Bolsonaro and some of his former top aides are under investigation into allegations they attempted plotted a coup to remove his successor, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Two top Brazilian military leaders declared to police that former President Jair Bolsonaro presented them a plan for him to remain in power after the 2022 election he lost, but both refused and warned him they would arrest him if he tried it, according to judicial documents released Friday.
The testimonies of Bolsonaro's former Army and Air Force commanders to police, and released by the Supreme Court, include the first direct mentions of the right-wing leader as actively participating in a conspiracy to ignore the results of the October 2022 election won by his rival, current President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
The statements by military commanders during Bolsonaro's term add to his legal woes as prosecutors seek to find links between the far-right leader and the Jan. 8, 2023 riots that trashed government buildings in the capital Brasilia one week after Lula's inauguration. 

    


Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, a frequent target of Bolsonaro and the chairman of the investigation, authorized the release of the documents. 
A federal police report said former army commander Marco Antonio Freire Gomes testified that he and other top military leaders attended several last-minute and unscheduled meetings at the presidential palace after the second round of the elections "in which then-President Jair Bolsonaro offered possibilities of using legal tools... regarding the electoral process."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gen. Freire Gomes told federal police that in one of the gatherings Bolsonaro told the three commanders of his military and his then-Defense Secretary Paulo Sergio Nogueira he wanted to create a commission to "investigate the confirmation and the legality of the electoral process." He added other tools could be used, such as issuing a decree to declare a state of siege.
Freire Gomes said he rejected the idea from the start and told Bolsonaro that such a move "could end in the legal responsibility of the then-president," according to the federal police document. 

    


The Brazilian general also declared to police he "always made it clear to the then-president that, under the conditions at the time, there was no possibility of reversing the result of the elections from a military standpoint."
Former Air Force commander Brig. Carlos de Almeida Baptista Junior also told federal police he rejected Bolsonaro's electoral moves. He added that he believes that Gen. Freire Gomes' rebuke was key to stopping Bolsonaro from seeking to reverse the elections result. 
"If the commander (Freire Gomes) had agreed, possibly, a coup d'etat attempt would have taken place," the federal police document quotes Baptista Jr. as saying.
"Gen. Freire Gomes said that if such move was attempted he would have to arrest the president," the police document reads.
Baptista Jr. also told the federal police that Fleet Admiral Almir Garnier, the former commander of Brazil's Navy, "said he would put his troops at Jair Bolsonaro's disposal," according to the document.
Bolsonaro has denied that he and his supporters attempted a coup when rioters assaulted government buildings a year ago.

    


"What is a coup? It is tanks on the streets, weapons, conspiracy. None of that happened in Brazil," he said during a demonstration last month.
Bolsonaro's lawyer, Fabio Wajngarten, said on X, formerly Twitter, he never heard about any plot to keep the former president in office or threats from military commanders to put him in jail if he tried.
Without naming the former commanders, Wajngarten said: "They are friends of whoever holds power. Their insignificance is their biggest and best trait. Sycophants. Dazzled by microphones, waiters and drivers. Mediocre."
Bolsonaro started raising unfounded questions about Brazil's electronic voting process years before the vote, and those efforts to sow doubts accelerated in the lead up to the election that catapulted Lula back to the office he held between 2003-2010.
Gleisi Hoffmann, the chairwoman of Lula's Workers' Party, said the revelations by military leaders proved that "the president's victory was fundamental to keep democracy" in Brazil. 

    


"We are on the right side of history," Hoffmann said on her social media channels.
Some Bolsonaro allies in Congress have spoken about a bill to pardon those involved in the Jan. 8 riots. A few of them belong to his Liberal Party, whose chairman Valdemar Costa Neto also spoke to federal police. Neto claimed, according to the documents, he only questioned electoral results because he was under pressure from the former president.
Top figures in the military giving lengthy testimonies to Federal Police is an ominous omen for Bolsonaro.
"It's one of the first big signs that Bolsonaro is going to stand alone and lose much of the military support he had," said Sergio Praca, a political scientist from the Rio de Janeiro-based Getulio Vargas Foundation, a think tank and university.

    


But the testimonies are unlikely to have a significant impact on public opinion, said Manoel Galdino, a political scientist at the University of Sao Paulo. 
Bolsonaro loyalists will not be swayed by new evidence, while many others are already convinced that the former president was involved in plotting a coup.
"There has been no major new revelation to the point of changing Bolsonaro's status or the role he will play in the October municipal elections, for example," said Galdino.
Bolsonaro is barred from running for office until 2030 due to two convictions of abuse of power, but he remains active in Brazilian politics as the main adversary for left-of-center Lula. As this year's mayoral elections loom, candidates have split between the two leaders.
According to Brazil's Penal Code, attempting a coup carries a sentence of minimum four years and a maximum of 12. Some of Bolsonaro's advocates argue he never tried to do that, and claim there are no documents signed by him with orders that ultimately would have led to keeping him in office.
Cezar Ziliotto, a constitutional law attorney, said the testimonies of the two former military commanders are the most relevant pieces yet to determine Bolsonaro's role prior to the riots. He believes their statements will be part of the likely charges against the former president to be delivered to the Supreme Court within months. 
"These are two people who were high up and suggest that he had the intent, possible leadership, a role in the coordination and a clear participation in questioning the results of the election," Ziliotto said. "But now there is some confirmation that there was a plot."
Even though Bolsonaro never issued a decree to put tanks in the streets, he is still in serious legal jeopardy because of all the other evidence against him, Ziliotto added.
"If he had signed a decree that would have been biggest possible evidence Bolsonaro was linked to it. But this about much more than a draft being signed or not. There's planning, preparatory acts, a lot of evidence to look at," the attorney said. 
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Russia forces Ukrainians in occupied territories to take its passports - and fight in its army

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship, an Associated Press investigation has found. (Mar 15) (AP/Vasilisa Stepanenko/ Srdjan Nedeljkovic)
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    [image: An election commission official inspects the passport of a person who came to vote at a polling station, during a presidential election in Makiivka, Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. People in Moscow-controlled Ukrainian regions are voting in Russia's presidential election, which is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. (AP Photo)]
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[image: 42-year-old Vyacheslav Ryabkov, an internally displaced person from Kozachi Laheri in the Kherson region of Ukraine, is pictured in Kolomyya, Ukraine on Feb. 13, 2024. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]
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[image: Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, poses with some of her children at the IDP shelter in Kyiv, Friday, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: 50-year-old Natalia Zhyvohliad, a displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, is pictured standing outside her temporary modular house in Kolomyya, Ivano-Frankivsk region on Feb. 13, 2024. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]
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[image: 42-year-old Vyacheslav Ryabkov, an internally displaced person from Kozachi Laheri in the Kherson region of Ukraine, shows in Kolomyya on Feb. 13, 2024 the scars on his arms caused by Russian soldiers who cut him with a knife. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]
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[image: Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, fries fish for her children at the IDP shelter in Kyiv, on Friday, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: 42-year-old Vyacheslav Ryabkov, an internally displaced person from Kozachi Laheri in the Kherson region of Ukraine, shows in Kolomyya on Feb. 13, 2024 the scars on his stomach caused by Russian soldiers who cut him with a knife. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]
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[image: 50-year-old Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, is pictured with her children, daughter-in-law and grandson in their temporary modular house in Kolomyya, Ivano-Frankivsk region on Feb. 13, 2024. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | 50-year-old Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, is pictured with her children, daughter-in-law and grandson in their temporary modular house in Kolomyya, Ivano-Frankivsk region on Feb. 13, 2024. Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 10
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[image: 50-year-old Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, is pictured with her children, daughter-in-law and grandson in their temporary modular house in Kolomyya, Ivano-Frankivsk region on Feb. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Vasilisa Stepanenko)]
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[image: Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, fries fish for her children at the IDP shelter in Kyiv, on Friday, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Natalia Zhyvohliad, an internally displaced person from Nova Petrivka in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, fries fish for her children at the IDP shelter in Kyiv, on Friday, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- He and his parents were among the last in their village to take a Russian passport, but the pressure was becoming unbearable.
By his third beating at the hands of the Russian soldiers occupying Ukraine's Kherson region, Vyacheslav Ryabkov caved. The soldiers broke two of his ribs, but his face was not bruised for his unsmiling passport photo, taken in September 2023.
It wasn't enough.
In December, they caught the welder on his way home from work. Then one slammed his rifle butt down on Ryabkov's face, smashing the bridge of his nose.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"Why don't you fight for us? You already have a Russian passport," they demanded. The beating continued as the 42-year-old fell unconscious.
"Let's finish this off," one soldier said. A friend ran for Ryabkov's mother.
Russia has successfully imposed its passports on nearly the entire population of occupied Ukraine by making it impossible to survive without them, coercing hundreds of thousands of people into citizenship ahead of elections Vladimir Putin has made certain he will win, an Associated Press investigation has found. But accepting a passport means that men living in occupied territory can be drafted to fight against the same Ukrainian army that is trying to free them.

    


A Russian passport is needed to prove property ownership and keep access to health care and retirement income. Refusal can result in losing custody of children, jail - or worse. A new Russian law stipulates that anyone in the occupied territories who does not have a Russian passport by July 1 is subject to imprisonment as a "foreign citizen."




But Russia also offers incentives: a stipend to leave the occupied territory and move to Russia, humanitarian aid, pensions for retirees, and money for parents of newborns - with Russian birth certificates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Every passport and birth certificate issued makes it harder for Ukraine to reclaim its lost land and children, and each new citizen allows Russia to claim a right - however falsely - to defend its own people against a hostile neighbor. 

    


The AP investigation found that the Russian government has seized at least 1,785 homes and businesses in the Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia regions alone. Ukraine's Crimean leadership in exile reported on Feb. 25 that of 694 soldiers reported dead in recent fighting for Russia, 525 were likely Ukrainian citizens who had taken Russian passports since the annexation.
AP spoke about the system to impose Russian citizenship in occupied territories to more than a dozen people from the regions, along with the activists helping them to escape and government officials trying to cope with what has become a bureaucratic and psychological nightmare for many.
Ukraine's human rights ombudsman, Dmytro Lubinets, said "almost 100% ... of the whole population who still live on temporary occupied territories of Ukraine" now have Russian passports.
Under international law dating to 1907, it is forbidden to force people "to swear allegiance to the hostile Power." But when Ukrainians apply for a Russian passport, they must submit biometric data and cell phone information and swear an oath of loyalty.

    


"People in occupied territories, these are the first soldiers to fight against Ukraine," said Kateryna Rashevska, a lawyer who helped Ukraine bring a war crimes case against Putin before the International Criminal Court. "For them, it's logical not to waste Russian people, just to use Ukrainians."
CHANGING THE LAW
The combination of force and enticement when it comes to Russian passports dates to the annexation of Crimea in 2014. Russian citizenship was automatically given to permanent residents of Crimea and anyone who refused lost rights to jobs, health care and property.
Nine months into the Russian occupation of the peninsula, 1.5 million Russian passports had been issued there, according to statistics issued by the Russian government in 2015. But Ukrainians say it was still possible to function without one for years afterward.
Beginning in May 2022, Russia passed a series of laws to make it easier to obtain passports for Ukrainians, mostly by lifting the usual residency and income requirements. In April 2023 came the punishment: Anyone in the occupied territories who did not accept Russian citizenship would be considered stateless and required to register with Russia's Internal Affairs Ministry.

    


Russian officials threatened to withhold access to medical care for those without a Russian passport, and said one was needed to prove property ownership. Hundreds of properties deemed "abandoned" were seized by the Russian government.
"You can see it in the passport stamps: If someone got their passport in August 2022 or earlier, they are most certainly pro-Russian. If a passport was issued after that time - it was most certainly forced," said Oleksandr Rozum, a lawyer who left the occupied city of Berdyansk and now handles the bureaucratic gray zone for Ukrainians under occupation who ask for his help, including property records, birth and death certificates and divorces.

    


The situation is different depending on the whims of the Russian officials in charge of a particular area, according to interviews with Ukrainians and a look at the Telegram social media accounts set up by occupation officials. 
In an interview posted recently, Yevgeny Balitsky, the Moscow-installed governor in Zaporizhzhia, said anyone who opposed the occupation was subject to expulsion. "We understood that these people could not be won over and that they would have to be dealt with even more harshly in the future," he said. Balitsky then alluded to making "some extremely harsh decisions that I will not talk about."
Even children are forced to take Russian passports.
A decree signed Jan. 4 by Putin allows for the fast-tracking of citizenship for Ukrainian orphans and those "without parental care," who include children whose parents were detained in the occupied territories. Almost 20,000 Ukrainian children have disappeared into Russia or Russian-held territories, according to the Ukrainian government, where they can be given passports and be adopted as Russian citizens. 
"It's about eradication of identity," said Rashevska, the lawyer involved in the war crimes case.
Natalia Zhyvohliad, a mother of nine from a suburb of Berdyansk, had a good idea of what was in store for her children if she stayed.
Zhyvohliad said about half her town of 3,500 people left soon after for Ukrainian-held lands, some voluntarily and some deported through the frontlines on a 40-kilometer (25-mile) walk. Others welcomed the occupation: Her goddaughter eagerly took Russian citizenship, as did some of her neighbors.
But she said plenty of people were like her - those the Russians derisively call "waiters": People waiting for a Ukrainian liberation. She kept her younger children, who range in age from 7 to 18, home from school and did her best to teach them in Ukrainian. But then someone snitched, and she was forced to send them to the Russian school.
At all hours, she said, soldiers would pound on her door and ask why she didn't have a passport yet. One friend gave in because she needed medicine for a chronic illness. Zhyvohliad held out through the summer, not quite believing the threats to deport her and send her brood to an orphanage in Russia or to dig trenches.
Then last fall, the school headmaster forced her 17-year-old and 18-year-old sons to register for the draft and ordered them to apply for passports in the meantime. Their alternative, the principal said, was to explain themselves to Russia's internal security services.
By the end of 2023, at least 30,000 Crimean men had been conscripted to serve in the Russian military since the peninsula was annexed, according to a UN report. It was clear to Zhyvohliad what her boys risked.
With tears in her eyes and trembling legs, she went to the passport office.
"I kept a Ukrainian flag during the occupation," she said. "How could I apply for this nasty thing?"
She hoped to use it just once -- at the last Russian checkpoint before the crossing into Ukrainian-held territory.
When Zhyvohliad reached what is known as the filtration point at Novoazovsk, the Russians separated her and her two oldest boys from the rest of the children. They had to sign an agreement to pass a lie detector test. Then Zhyvohliad was pulled aside alone. 
For 40 minutes, they went through her phone, took fingerprints and photos and questioned her, but they ultimately let her through. The children were waiting for her on the other side. She misses her home but doesn't regret leaving.
"I waited until the last moment to be liberated," she said. "But this thing with my kids possibly being drafted was the last straw."
WEAPONIZING HEALTH CARE
Often the life-or-death decision is more immediate.
Russian occupation officials have said the day is coming soon when only those with Russian passports and the all-important national health insurance will be able to access care. For some, it's already here.
The international organization Physicians for Human Rights documented at least 15 cases of people being denied vital medical care in occupied territories between February 2023 and August 2023 because they lacked a Russian passport. Some hospitals even featured a passport desk to speed the process for desperate patients. One hospital in Zaporizhzhia oblast was ordered to close because the medical staff refused to accept Russian citizenship.
Alexander Dudka, the Russian-appointed head of the village of Lazurne in the Kherson region, first threatened to withhold humanitarian aid from residents without Russian citizenship. In August, he added medicine to the list of things the "waiters" would no longer have access to.
Residents, he said in the video on the village Telegram channel, "must respect the country that ensures their safety and which is now helping them live."
As of Jan. 1, anyone needing medical care in the occupied region must show proof they have mandatory national health insurance, which in turn is only available to Russian citizens.
Last year, "if you weren't scared or if you weren't coerced there were places where you could still get medical care," said Uliana Poltavets, a PHR researcher. "Now it is impossible."
Dina Urich, who arranges the escapes from occupied territory with the aid group Helping to Leave, said about 400 requests come in each month, but they only have the money and staff for 40 evacuations. Priority goes to those who need urgent medical care, she said. And Russian soldiers at the last checkpoints have started turning back people without the Russian passports.
"You have people constantly dying while waiting for evacuation due to a lack of health care," she said. ""People will stay there, people will die, people will experience psychological and physical pressure, that is, some will simply die of torture and persecution, while others will live in constant fear."
IMPORTING LOYALTY
Along with turning Ukrainians into Russians throughout the occupied territories, the Russian government is bringing in its own people. It is offering rock bottom mortgage rates for anyone from Russia who wants to move there, replacing the Ukrainian doctors, nurses, teachers, police and municipal workers who are now gone.
Half of Zhyvohliad's village left, either at the start of the war when things looked dark for the Kherson region or after being deported across the frontline by occupation officials. The school principal's empty home was taken over by a Russian-appointed replacement.
Artillery and airstrikes damaged thousands of homes in the port city of Mariupol, which was besieged by Russian forces for months before falling under their control. Most of the residents fled into Ukrainian-held territory or deep inside Russia. Russians often take over the property. 
Russia also offered "residential certificates" and a 100,000 ruble ($1,000) stipend to Ukrainians willing to accept citizenship and live in Russia. For many people tired of listening to the daily sounds of battle and afraid of what the future might bring, it looked like a good option.
This again follows Russia's actions after the annexation of Crimea: By populating occupied regions with Russian residents, Russia increasingly cements its hold on territories it has seized by force in what many Ukrainians describe as ethnic cleansing.
The process is only accelerating. After capturing the town of Adviivka last month, Russia swooped in with the passports in a matter of days.
The neighboring Kherson town of Oleshky essentially emptied after the flooding caused by the explosion of the Kakhovka Dam. The housing stipend in Russia looked fabulous by comparison to the shelling and rising waters, said Rima Yaremenko.
She didn't take it, instead making her way through Russia to Latvia and then to Poland. But she believes the Russians took the opportunity to drive the "waiters" from Oleshky.
"Maybe they wanted to empty the city," she said. "They occupied it, maybe they thought it would be theirs forever."
Ryabkov said he was offered the housing stipend when he filled out his passport paperwork but turned it down. He knows plenty of people who accepted though. 
By the time the Russian soldiers caught Ryabkov in the street, in December, everyone in his village was either gone or had Russian citizenship. When his mother arrived, he was barely recognizable beneath all the blood and the Russian guns were trained on him. She flung herself over his body.
"Shoot him through me," she dared them.
They couldn't bring themselves to shoot an elderly woman, and she eventually dragged him home. They started preparations to leave the next day.
It took time, but they made it out using the Russian passports.
"When I saw our yellow and blue flag, I started to cry," he said. "I wanted to burn the Russian passport, destroy it, trample it."
___
Hinnant reported from Paris. AP journalists Illia Novikov and Susie Blann contributed to this report. 
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Marriages in the US are back to pre-pandemic levels, CDC says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A couple holds hands as they are married by a county clerk during a Valentine's Day group wedding ceremony on the steps of the Dade County Courthouse in Miami, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. U.S. marriages have rebounded to pre-pandemic levels with nearly 2.1 million in 2022, a 4% increase from the year before, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in a report published Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. marriages have rebounded to pre-pandemic levels with nearly 2.1 million in 2022.
That's a 4% increase from the year before. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released the data Friday, but has not released marriage data for last year.
In 2020, the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic, there were 1.7 million U.S. weddings -- the lowest number recorded since 1963. The pandemic threw many marriage plans into disarray, with communities ordering people to stay at home and banning large gatherings to limit the spread of COVID-19. 
Marriages then rose in 2021, but not to pre-pandemic levels. They ticked up again in 2022 and surpassed 2019 marriage statistics by a small margin. 
New York, the District of Columbia and Hawaii saw the largest increases in marriages from 2021 to 2022. Nevada -- home to Las Vegas' famous wedding chapels -- continued to have the highest marriage rate in the nation, though it slightly decreased from 2021.

    


The number and rate of U.S. divorces in 2022 fell slightly, continuing a downward trend, the CDC said.
Overall, marriages remain far less common than they once were in the U.S. 




According to data that goes back to 1900, weddings hit their height in 1946, when the marriage rate was 16.4 per 1,000 people. The rate was above 10 in the early 1980s before beginning a decades-long decline. In 2022, the marriage rate was 6.2 per 1,000 population.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Aaron Donald announces his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Rams

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald walks out of a tunnel before an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Loren Elliott, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald walks out of a tunnel before an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Loren Elliott, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive lineman Aaron Donald holds up the Vince Lombardi Super Bowl trophy during the team's victory celebration and parade in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive lineman Aaron Donald holds up the Vince Lombardi Super Bowl trophy during the team's victory celebration and parade in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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[image: FILE - Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Andy Dalton, top, is sacked by Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, at Wembley Stadium in London. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald (99) reacts after a tackle on Cleveland Browns running back Jerome Ford during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald (99) reacts after a tackle on Cleveland Browns running back Jerome Ford during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams' Aaron Donald (99) hits New England Patriots' Tom Brady (12) during the first half of the NFL Super Bowl 53 football game Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019, in Atlanta. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | FILE - Los Angeles Rams' Aaron Donald (99) hits New England Patriots' Tom Brady (12) during the first half of the NFL Super Bowl 53 football game Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019, in Atlanta. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald walks out of a tunnel before an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Loren Elliott, File)]
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FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald walks out of a tunnel before an NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Loren Elliott, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive lineman Aaron Donald holds up the Vince Lombardi Super Bowl trophy during the team's victory celebration and parade in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
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[image: FILE - Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Andy Dalton, top, is sacked by Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, at Wembley Stadium in London. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald (99) reacts after a tackle on Cleveland Browns running back Jerome Ford during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, in Inglewood, Calif. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Rams' Aaron Donald (99) hits New England Patriots' Tom Brady (12) during the first half of the NFL Super Bowl 53 football game Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019, in Atlanta. Defensive lineman Aaron Donald has announced his retirement after a standout 10-year career with the Los Angeles Rams. The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his surprising announcement on social media Friday, March 15, 2024.(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Aaron Donald spent 10 years flattening quarterbacks, crushing ball-carriers, fighting through perpetual double-teams and generally wrecking NFL offenses. He was relentless, reliable and infinitely resourceful while he led the Los Angeles Rams all the way to a Super Bowl championship.
And on Friday, Donald decided a decade of dominance was enough.
The most accomplished defensive lineman of his generation has retired after a stellar 10-year career.
The three-time AP NFL Defensive Player of the Year made his somewhat surprising announcement on social media. He doesn't plan to have a retirement news conference or any public farewell, but his impact on the Rams and the NFL is already indelible.
The 32-year-old Donald spent his entire career with the Rams, who drafted him in the first round in 2014 out of Pitt. The Pittsburgh native was selected for 10 Pro Bowls and eight All-Pro first teams, and he won the award as the league's top defensive player in 2017, 2018 and 2020.

    


"Throughout my career, I have given my everything to football both mentally and physically -- 365 days a year was dedicated to becoming the best possible player I could be," Donald said in a statement. "I respected this game like no other, and I'm blessed to be able to conclude my NFL career with the same franchise that drafted me. Not many people get drafted to a team, win a world championship with that team and retire with that team. I do not, and will not, take that for granted."


Although smaller than many top defensive tackles, Donald used his extraordinary athleticism and game savvy to wreak havoc on offenses throughout his career. He was the cornerstone of every Rams defense during his tenure, drawing habitual double-teams away from his teammates and still racking up a franchise-record 111 sacks, third in the NFL among active players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After winning the NFL's defensive rookie of the year award in 2014, Donald reached the peak of his stardom after the Rams franchise moved from St. Louis back to Los Angeles in 2016. He had a career-high 20 1/2 sacks in 2018 on the way to his first Super Bowl appearance under coach Sean McVay.

    


He then played a major role in the Rams' run to a Super Bowl victory three years later, most famously applying the pressure that forced Cincinnati's Joe Burrow to throw incomplete at midfield on the Bengals' final play of Los Angeles' 23-20 victory in Super Bowl 56.
After that stop, Donald provided another defining moment of the Rams' championship season by taking off his helmet, pointing to his ring finger and shouting: "Ring me!" His joyous, shirtless ride atop a double-decker bus during the Rams' victory parade in Los Angeles is also an iconic moment in team lore.
"The great players in our league elevate the people around them, and Aaron has modeled the way for our team as long as I've been with the Rams," McVay said in a statement. "He's an elite competitor, someone who leads by example in a way that's authentic to him, and an exceptional teammate who inspires everyone around him to be the best version of themselves."

    


Lawrence Taylor and J.J. Watt are the only other players to win the defensive player of the year award three times. Only John Randle (137 1/2) has recorded more sacks than Donald among defensive tackles since sacks became an official statistic in 1982.
Although he spent most of his time away from football living quietly with his wife and four children, Donald's evident greatness and McVay's coaching acumen are the two biggest factors in the Rams' ascent in the Los Angeles sports hierarchy since the team returned home. During McVay's seven years with Donald, the Rams racked up six winning seasons, five playoff berths, three NFC West titles, two Super Bowl appearances and a ring while winning over many skeptical fans in the nation's second-largest market.
Donald was slated to make over $34 million this season under the terms of a contract that was renegotiated nearly two years ago. Although Donald had reportedly flirted with retirement for the past two seasons in private, the Rams and Donald hadn't publicly acknowledged his departure was a real possibility.

    


But over the past two months, Super Bowl-winning defensive coordinator Raheem Morris left for the Atlanta Falcons' head coaching job, and defensive line coach Eric Henderson left for a similar job at Southern California. Henderson and Donald are close friends.
"We are so grateful for Aaron's dedication to greatness and for leading our franchise on and off the field for the past decade," Rams owner Stan Kroenke said. "He has left his mark on generations of football fans and his accomplishments, coupled with his work ethic and passion, continue to inspire his teammates, coaches and athletes across the globe. It is a privilege to have witnessed one of the greatest players of all time, and we are proud that Aaron Donald will forever be part of NFL history as a member of the Rams."

    


Donald's offseason training regimen was famously demanding, but he has spoken of his love for that preparation because of the work ethic instilled in him by his father, who transformed Donald from a self-described "lazy little kid" into a dynamo. Donald returned home to Pittsburgh during the Rams' offseasons, working out at Pitt's Aaron Donald Football Performance Center -- made possible by his seven-figure donation to his school.
Donald had 543 career tackles, including 176 tackles for loss, and 24 forced fumbles. He had 34 tackles and six sacks in his 11 career postseason games.
Donald also was incredibly durable, missing only six games due to injury in his 10-year career -- all of them late in the 2022 season when the Rams were already out of playoff contention.
"He meant so much," said linebacker Bobby Wagner, Donald's teammate in 2022. "The real thing was to watch him work, watch him work out. Not a lot of D-linemen really put in that work in the film room as well as on the field. He was able to do so much in his career, and he's had an amazing career, and I'm excited for whatever he has next. Great human being. Amazing player. One of the greatest."
Only one player is now left on the Rams' roster who also played in St. Louis: Rob Havenstein, who is still the Rams' starting right tackle.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/aaron-donald-retires-rams-87dc21efe0449a4d29f587e743482c65
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The first ship to use a new sea route delivers aid to Gaza, Israeli miliary says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A ship carrying 200 tons of aid for Palestinians was seen nearing Gaza on Friday. The ship set sail for Gaza from Cyprus on Tuesday in a pilot program for the opening of a sea corridor to the territory, where the 5-month Israel-Hamas war has driven hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to the brink of starvation. The push to get food in by sea -- along with a recent campaign of airdrops into isolated northern Gaza -- highlighted the international community's frustration with the growing humanitarian crisis and its inability to get aid in by road. (AP video/Abdel Kareem Hana; Production/Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group approaches the shores of Gaza towing a barge with 200 tons of humanitarian aid on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group approaches the shores of Gaza towing a barge with 200 tons of humanitarian aid on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Muslim worshippers gather for Friday prayers by the Dome of Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group approaches the shores of Gaza towing a barge with 200 tons of humanitarian aid on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group approaches the shores of Gaza towing a barge with 200 tons of humanitarian aid on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers leave the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound after Friday prayers during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers leave the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound after Friday prayers during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Muslim worshippers leave the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound after Friday prayers during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Muslim worshippers leave the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound after Friday prayers during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians perform the first Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan near the ruins of a destroyed mosque by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers outside the Lion's Gate entrance to the Al Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers outside the Lion's Gate entrance to the Al Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: Palestinians gather for Friday prayers outside the Dome of Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Palestinians gather for Friday prayers outside the Dome of Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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Palestinians gather for Friday prayers outside the Dome of Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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Muslim worshippers perform Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Palestinian Muslim worshipers who were prevented from entering the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound pray in Jerusalem's Old City during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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Israeli security forces stand guard while Muslim worshippers make their way to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli security forces detain a Palestinian man during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan just outside Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Israeli security forces detain a Palestinian man during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan just outside Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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Israeli security forces detain a Palestinian man during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan just outside Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Israeli security forces detain a Palestinian man during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan just outside Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Israeli security forces detain a Palestinian man during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan just outside Jerusalem's Old City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Palestinians killed in an Israeli airstrike are brought into Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar)]
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Palestinians killed in an Israeli airstrike are brought into Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar)
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                                        WADI GAZA, Gaza Strip (AP) -- A ship delivered 200 tons of humanitarian supplies, food and water to Gaza on Friday, the Israeli military said, inaugurating a sea route from Cyprus for aid to help ease the humanitarian crisis brought by Israel's 5-month-old offensive in the enclave.
Israel has been under increasing pressure to allow more aid into Gaza, especially in the Palestinian territory's isolated north where hunger is at its worst, with many people reduced to eating animal feed and weeds. The United States has joined other countries in airdropping supplies into northern Gaza and has announced separate plans to construct a pier to get aid in.
Aid groups said the airdrops and sea shipments are far less efficient than trucks in delivering the massive amounts of aid needed. Instead, the groups have called on Israel to guarantee safe corridors for truck convoys after land deliveries became nearly impossible because of military restrictions, ongoing hostilities and the breakdown of order after the Hamas-run police force largely vanished from the streets.

    


The ship, operated by the Spanish aid group Open Arms, left Cyprus on Tuesday towing a barge laden with food, including rice, flour, lentils, beans, tuna and canned meat. The food was sent by World Central Kitchen, the charity founded by celebrity chef Jose Andres, which operates kitchens providing free meals in Gaza.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Throughout the day Friday, the ship could be seen off Gaza's coast. In the evening, the military said its cargo had been unloaded onto 12 trucks. Grainy footage released by the military showed a truck on a pier approaching the barge.
The food is to be distributed in the north, the largely devastated target of Israel's initial offensive in Gaza, where up to 300,000 Palestinians are believed to remain, mostly cut off by Israeli forces since October.
The delivery is intended to pave the way for larger shipments. A second vessel will head to Gaza once the supplies on the first ship are distributed, Cyprus' Foreign Minister Constantinos Kombos said. Its timing depends in part on whether the Open Arms delivery goes smoothly, he said.

    


The Israel-Hamas war was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel that killed 1,200 people and resulted in another 250 being taken into Gaza as hostages. Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 31,000 Palestinians and driven most of Gaza's 2.3 million people from their homes. A quarter of Gaza's population is starving, according to the United Nations.
The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza accused Israeli forces late Thursday of attacking Palestinians waiting for an aid convoy at a distribution point in northern Gaza, killing at least 20 people and wounding 155. At Shifa Hospital, doctors said the casualties were mostly hit by live fire, with some showing signs of being crushed.
The Israeli military denied its forces fired at civilians or the convoy. In a statement, it said Palestinian gunmen opened fire among the crowd and that some were run over by the trucks. Aerial footage released by the military appeared to show only one man pushing and shoving people.

    


Bloodshed surrounding an aid convoy on Feb. 29 killed 118 Palestinians in northern Gaza, when the Israeli military said its forces fired at people in the crowd who were advancing toward them and that tanks fired warning shots to disperse them. Witnesses and hospital officials said many of the casualties were from bullet wounds. 
Military officials initially blamed many of the deaths on a stampede; a later military command review said only that the stampede caused "significant harm" without addressing the cause of the deaths.
After that, plans for the sea route took shape, and the United States and other countries joined Jordan in dropping aid into the north by plane.
But people in northern Gaza say the airdrops cannot meet the vast need. Many can't access the aid because people are fighting over it, said Suwar Baroud, 24, who was displaced by the fighting and is now in Gaza City. Some people hoard it and sell it in the market, she said.

    


A recent airdrop that malfunctioned plummeted from the sky and killed five people.
Another landed in a sewage and garbage dump, said Riham Abu al-Bid. Men ran in but were unable to retrieve anything, she said.
"I wish these airdrops never happened and that our dignity and freedom would be taken into consideration, so we can get our sustenance in a dignified way and not in a manner that is so humiliating," she said.
On average, around 115 supply trucks a day have entered Gaza over the entire course of the war, according to figures released by the Israeli prime minister's office -- far below the average of 500 a day before Oct. 7 -- though on some days the number spikes to above 200.
This week, Israel began allowing trucks to enter directly into the north, a step aid groups have long called for. The military has also been arranging private commercial convoys and says more than 300 trucks -- mainly private -- have entered the north since the beginning of February.

    


The Gaza Health Ministry said Friday that at least 31,490 Palestinians have been killed in the war. The ministry does not differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead.
International mediators have been working to broker a cease-fire, though hopes were thwarted for one before the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which started this week.
Hamas put forward a new cease-fire proposal calling for a three-stage process, according to a report by Al Jazeera television that was confirmed to The Associated Press by a Palestinian official.
The first six-week stage would bring a partial Israeli pullback in Gaza and the release of all female hostages held by the militants in exchange for the release of dozens of Palestinian prisoners held by Israel. In the second stage, a permanent cease-fire would be declared, and Hamas would release all Israeli soldiers being held. In the third stage, reconstruction of Gaza would begin, and the Israeli blockade of Gaza would be lifted.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the proposal "unrealistic," but said Israel would send negotiators to Qatar for more talks.
Netanyahu's office also said Friday that Israel has approved military plans to attack Rafah, the southernmost town in Gaza where some 1.4 million displaced Palestinians are sheltering. 
It said the operation will involve the evacuation of the civilian population but did not give details or a timetable. The military said Wednesday it planned to direct civilians to "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza.
At Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, the third-holiest site in Islam, the first Friday prayers of Ramadan were held without a major outbreak of protest or violence.
The mosque has been a frequent flashpoint for Israeli-Palestinian violence in the past. Israel limited West Bank Palestinians' access to Friday's prayers to men over 55, women over 50 and children under 10.
The compound has long been a deeply contested religious space, as it stands on the Temple Mount, which Jews consider their most sacred site.
___
Associated Press writers Bassem Mroue in Beirut and Jack Jeffery in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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US, G-7 allies warn Iran to back off deal to provide Russia ballistic missiles or face new sanctions

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Jan. 19, 2024, a missile is launched during a military drill in southern Iran. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (Iranian Army via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Jan. 19, 2024, a missile is launched during a military drill in southern Iran. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (Iranian Army via AP)
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[image: FILE - An Iranian-built missile is displayed during a rally as Milad telecommunication tower is seen at background, in Tehran, Iran, Feb. 11, 2024. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - An Iranian-built missile is displayed during a rally as Milad telecommunication tower is seen at background, in Tehran, Iran, Feb. 11, 2024. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        US, G-7 allies warn Iran to back off deal to provide Russia ballistic missiles or face new sanctions

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Jan. 19, 2024, a missile is launched during a military drill in southern Iran. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (Iranian Army via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Jan. 19, 2024, a missile is launched during a military drill in southern Iran. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (Iranian Army via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
In this picture released by the official website of the Iranian Army on Jan. 19, 2024, a missile is launched during a military drill in southern Iran. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (Iranian Army via AP)
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FILE - An Iranian-built missile is displayed during a rally as Milad telecommunication tower is seen at background, in Tehran, Iran, Feb. 11, 2024. The United States and allies are warning Iran that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an emerging plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States and allies warned Iran on Friday that major Western economies will pile new sanctions on Tehran if it moves forward with an advancing plan to provide ballistic missiles to Russia for its war with Ukraine.
The Biden administration has raised alarms for months that Russia is seeking close-range ballistic missiles from Iran as Moscow struggles to replenish its dwindling supplies.
The U.S. has yet to confirm that missiles have moved from Iran to Russia. But U.S. officials are alarmed by comments by Iranian officials that suggest that a deal is imminent.
One action that the Group of Seven countries are mulling is to prohibit Iran Air, the country's national air carrier, from flying to Europe, according to a senior Biden administration official. The official, who was not authorized to comment and insisted on anonymity, declined to preview other sanctions that the U.S. is mulling beyond describing the potential action as "significant measures."

    


"Were Iran to proceed with providing ballistic missiles or related technology to Russia, we are prepared to respond swiftly and in a coordinated manner including with new and significant measures against Iran," the G-7 leaders said in a statement.




Iran's U.N. Mission said last month that there are no legal restrictions to prevent it from making ballistic missile sales but that is "morally obligated to refrain from weapon transactions during the Russia-Ukraine conflict to prevent fueling the war."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. and Europe already impose extensive sanctions against Iran targeting individuals as well as limiting the country's access to trade, financial services, energy, technology and other sectors. The sanctions on Iran are arguably the most extensive and comprehensive set of sanctions that the United States maintains on any country, with thousands of individuals and entities targeted.

    


The Democratic administration in January said that U.S. intelligence officials had determined a Russian-Iran deal had not been completed but that they were concerned that Russia's negotiations to acquire missiles from Iran were actively advancing.
In September, according to the White House, Iran hosted Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to show off a range of ballistic missile systems -- a moment that sparked U.S. concern that a deal could come together.
Asked why the deal hasn't already been consummated, White House national security spokesman John Kirby said he could not "speak for the mullahs."
Iran last year completed a deal to buy Su-35 fighter jets from Russia and has been looking to buy additional advanced military equipment from the country, including attack helicopters, radars and combat-trainer aircraft, according to the White House.
The U.S. and other countries have taken steps aimed at thwarting the supply, sale or transfer involving Iran and ballistic missile-related items, including issuing guidance to private companies about Iranian missile procurement practices to make sure they aren't inadvertently supporting Iran's development efforts.

    


"We've sent very clear messages to Iran to not do it, this is a subject of considerable conversation among a number of countries in Europe and the United States and I think that the concern about that eventuality and the need to address it, if necessary, is very real and very strong," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said during a news conference on Friday in Vienna.
The Biden administration has repeatedly sought to make the case that the Kremlin has become reliant on Iran and North Korea for the arms it needs to fight its war against Ukraine and has disclosed intelligence findings that it says show as much.
Russia has acquired and used North Korean ballistic missiles against Ukraine. Ukrainian officials, however, say that North Korean missiles when deployed by Russian forces have frequently missed targets. 
Russia has received hundreds of one-way attack drones, as well as drone production-related equipment, from Iran, according to the White House. The Biden administration also has accused Tehran of providing Russia with materials to build a drone manufacturing plant east of Moscow.
Iran initially denied supplying drones to Russia. Tehran later only acknowledged providing a small number before Moscow launched its invasion of Ukraine
--
AP Diplomatic correspondent Matthew Lee contributed from Vienna.
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Storm dumps over 4 feet of snow in Colorado, leaving thousands without power

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A major storm dumped heavy snow in Colorado on Thursday, forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts. (AP video by Thomas Peipert)
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    [image: An electric Nissan Leaf gets a charge at a station as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 16 | An electric Nissan Leaf gets a charge at a station as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16
An electric Nissan Leaf gets a charge at a station as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: Normally heavily travelled, the eastbound lanes of Sixth Avenue at Kipling are open as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Lakewood, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Shopping carts topped with heavy snow sit marooned in the lot of a grocery store as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A jeep passes a stranded snowplow while traveling west of Ute Pass on U.S. Highway 24 toward Woodland Park, Colo., Thursday, March 14, 2024. A major storm is dumping heavy, wet snow in Colorado -- forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)]
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[image: A pedestrian cleans off his umbrella while waiting for a bus at a stop along eastbound Speer Boulevard during a snow stormon Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Livestock huddle in the deep snow outside Divide, Colo., as the snow and wind continue Thursday, March 14, 2024. A major storm is dumping heavy, wet snow in Colorado -- forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)]
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Livestock huddle in the deep snow outside Divide, Colo., as the snow and wind continue Thursday, March 14, 2024. A major storm is dumping heavy, wet snow in Colorado -- forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)
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[image: A bicycle sits covered with snow as a city bus moves along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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A bicycle sits covered with snow as a city bus moves along the westbound lanes of Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A lone vehicle moves eastbound along normally-conggested Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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A lone vehicle moves eastbound along normally-conggested Speer Boulevard as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A Colorado Department of Transportation snow plow clears the eastbound lanes U.S. Highway 24 outside Woodland Park, Colo., Thursday, March 14, 2024. A major storm is dumping heavy, wet snow in Colorado -- forcing flight cancellations and shutting down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)]
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[image: A motorist struggles to clear snow from in front of a vehicle parked along Washington Street as a late winter storm regained force late Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: A homeowner clears snow from a walkway as a late winter storm regained strength and resumed snowing Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow on the region, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 16 | A homeowner clears snow from a walkway as a late winter storm regained strength and resumed snowing Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow on the region, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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A homeowner clears snow from a walkway as a late winter storm regained strength and resumed snowing Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow on the region, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A pedestrian navigates a sidewalk packed with snow as a late winter storm regained force and resumed snowing late Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow since starting Thursday morning, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 16 | A pedestrian navigates a sidewalk packed with snow as a late winter storm regained force and resumed snowing late Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Denver. Forecasters predict that the storm, which has already dropped a foot or more of snow since starting Thursday morning, will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A Scion wagon sits marooned in a snowbank as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 16 | A Scion wagon sits marooned in a snowbank as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16
A Scion wagon sits marooned in a snowbank as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Golden, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 16 | Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)
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Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)
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[image: A Colorado Department of Transportation vehicle blocks westbound lanes of Interstate 70 at the Morrison Road exit as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Morrison, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 16 | A Colorado Department of Transportation vehicle blocks westbound lanes of Interstate 70 at the Morrison Road exit as a late winter storm dropped up to a foot of snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Morrison, Colo. Forecasters predict that the storm will persist until early Friday, snarling traffic along Colorado's Front Range communities. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver, Colorado on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 16 | Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver, Colorado on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)
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Crews work to deice airplanes at Denver International Airport during a major snowstorm that led to the cancellation of over 800 flights in Denver, Colorado on Thursday, March 14, 2024. (RJ Sangosti/The Denver Post via AP)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- A major storm dumped over 4 feet (1 meter) of snow in northern Colorado before ending Friday, leaving thousands without power and continuing to make travel hazardous in the mountains and foothills west of Denver.
The storm shut down a highway that connects Denver to Colorado ski resorts for much of the day Thursday, stranding some people in their cars for hours. Portions of Interstate 70, the state's main east-west highway, first closed as the storm moved in Wednesday night.
The Colorado storm, which began Wednesday night, delivered the slushy, wet snow typical for March, one of the snowiest months in Denver, which got up to about 10 inches (25 centimeters) of snow. Between 10 and 20 inches (25 and 50 centimeters) fell in the metro area and 2 to 4 feet in the foothills, the National Weather Service said.
Snow reports were still being collected but the highest accumulation so far was 53 inches (134.6 centimeters) in Nederland, a mountain town near Boulder, the weather service said.

    


Trucks that got stuck in the snow, some without the tire chains required to travel the route, were the main reason traffic shut down on the highway after the storm moved in. Drivers stuck behind them had to wait for specialty tow trucks to come in and haul the big rigs out of the way to allow traffic to flow, said Sgt. Patrick Rice of the Colorado State Patrol. 




Rice urged any drivers setting out to bring food and blankets in case they get trapped.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While a boon to Colorado's ski industry, the extreme conditions shut down several ski resorts Thursday. While some of those were back open Friday, Eldora Mountain, near Nederland, was urging people to stay home and be patient until crews could dig out lifts, do avalanche control and clear parking lots and an access road. A six-wheel-drive grader went off the road while trying to clear it, the resort said.

    


The storm also closed numerous schools and government offices Thursday and Denver area schools were closed again Friday.
About 23,000 customers were without power in Colorado, primarily in metro Denver and along the Front Range, according to poweroutage.us.
Since the storm is the rarer kind that brings more snow to the eastern half of the state rather than the higher mountains in western Colorado, it is not expected to do much to feed the Colorado River, which supplies water to more than 40 million people. The snow fell mainly on the east side of the Continental Divide and will boost the snowpack for the South Platte River basin to well above average, state climatologist Russ Schumacher said. The Arkansas River basin snowpack may be pushed above average after lagging behind a bit for much of the winter, he said.
About 800 flights were canceled at Denver International Airport on Thursday but only about 20 were scratched Friday and more than 200 were delayed, according to Flightaware.com.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/denver-snowstorm-colorado-0a1d0ccb98147b5fe1ceab2105b2e051
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Businesses are ready for April's total solar eclipse with celestial-themed doughnuts and beer

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A donut with toppings representing an eclipse is displayed at the Donut Dude shop on Friday, March 8, 2024, in Liberty Township, Ohio. Businesses are capitalizing on the April 8, 2024 solar eclipse expected to dim skies across a generous stretch of North America. (Travel Butler County/RVP Photography via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | A donut with toppings representing an eclipse is displayed at the Donut Dude shop on Friday, March 8, 2024, in Liberty Township, Ohio. Businesses are capitalizing on the April 8, 2024 solar eclipse expected to dim skies across a generous stretch of North America. (Travel Butler County/RVP Photography via AP)
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[image: A box of donuts arranged to represent phases of an eclipse is displayed at the Donut Dude shop on Friday, March 8, 2024 in Liberty Township, Ohio. Businesses are capitalizing on the April 8 , 2024, solar eclipse expected to dim skies across a generous stretch of North America. (Travel Butler County/RVP Photography via AP)]
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[image: Cleveland-based Market Garden Brewery has partnered with Midwest grocery chain Heinen's to sell cans of hazy IPA called "The Totality," shown in this photo, ahead of the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. (Danni Haseley/Market Garden Brewery via AP)]
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[image: A drink called the "Moon Pie Frappa" made at Big Cuppa, a cafe in Morrilton, Ark., is shown on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Big Cuppa has a full eclipse menu with a handful of specialty drinks. (Austin Krutz/Big Cuppa via AP)]
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[image: A box of donuts arranged to represent phases of an eclipse is displayed at the Donut Dude shop on Friday, March 8, 2024 in Liberty Township, Ohio. Businesses are capitalizing on the April 8 , 2024, solar eclipse expected to dim skies across a generous stretch of North America. (Travel Butler County/RVP Photography via AP)]
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[image: Cleveland-based Market Garden Brewery has partnered with Midwest grocery chain Heinen's to sell cans of hazy IPA called "The Totality," shown in this photo, ahead of the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. (Danni Haseley/Market Garden Brewery via AP)]
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Cleveland-based Market Garden Brewery has partnered with Midwest grocery chain Heinen's to sell cans of hazy IPA called "The Totality," shown in this photo, ahead of the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. (Danni Haseley/Market Garden Brewery via AP)
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[image: A drink called the "Moon Pie Frappa" made at Big Cuppa, a cafe in Morrilton, Ark., is shown on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Big Cuppa has a full eclipse menu with a handful of specialty drinks. (Austin Krutz/Big Cuppa via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Eclipse-themed beer. Jewelry and ornaments. And doughnuts that capture the sun's disappearing act with the help of buttercream frosting.
With April 8's total solar eclipse right around the corner, businesses are ready for the celestial event that will dim skies along a generous path across North America.
There are oodles of special eclipse safety glasses for sale, along with T-shirts emblazoned with clever slogans and other souvenirs -- just like the last time the U.S. got a big piece of the total solar eclipse action in 2017.
Hotels and resorts along the prime path are luring in visitors with special packages and Southwest and Delta are selling seats on eclipse-viewing flights. Cities, museums and parks are staging watch parties to draw in tourists as well as residents. 
"This is a special event and ... the travel industry certainly is in a very good spot," said Jie Zhang, a marketing professor at the University of Maryland's business school. She also noted the eclipse craze arrives at a time when consumers are continuing to ramp up spending on new experiences.

    


Closer to eclipse day, there are likely to be more special products and promotions from national brands springing up, like Moon Pie's "eclipse survival kit," made up of four mini versions of the chocolate snack and two pairs of eclipse glasses.
Small businesses within the eclipse's 115-mile-wide (185-kilometer-wide) path of totality appear to be leading the charge so far. Online shops and local vendors have put together a full array of creative, limited-edition merchandise: earrings, baby onesies, ornaments, games, banners and more. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some towns and business owners have been anticipating the celestial event and huge crowds for years.
After the 2017 eclipse, "I marked my calendar," said Sam McNulty, co-founder of Market Garden Brewery in Cleveland, which is in the eclipse path this time and will see nearly four minutes of dimmed skies.

    


Last year, McNulty's team brewed a hazy IPA called "The Totality" to help drum up interest in the eclipse. The on tap debut was a success, and the brewery was soon approached by local grocer Heinen's to partner for a canned collaboration.
In the coming weeks, "thousands and thousands" of cans are set to hit store shelves, McNulty said -- adding they decided to go big because of how rare the event is. Cleveland won't be in the path of totality again for a long time -- not until 2444. 
"I don't want to have to wait 420 years to brew the next batch of cans," he joked. "So we made a very large one this time."
The eclipse-themed beverages don't stop at beer. Big Cuppa, a coffee shop in Morrilton, Arkansas, also has a full eclipse menu with a handful of specialty drinks. Its "Moon Pie Frappa" is a blended Moon Pie drink flavored with dark chocolate and toasted marshmallow.
Big Cuppa co-owner Joseph Adam Krutz said that he's excited to greet customers and the many new faces set to travel through town next month. Krutz said his shop has been gearing up for a while along with other businesses in downtown Morrilton. He drives by a countdown clock each day.

    


"We're prepared. Bring it on," Krutz said.
And don't forget the snacks. In Ohio's Butler County, a shop called The Donut Dude will have an "Eclipse Donut Special" that shows the eclipse's stages as the sun disappears behind the moon.
The special goes on sale later this month and consists of seven filled-doughnuts with rolled buttercream, two galaxy-themed cake doughnuts and safety glasses so customers can watch the event while snacking away.
"We're anticipating a lot of fun," co-owner Glen Huey said.
Since the doughnut shop is closed on Mondays, Huey is looking forward to watching the spectacle as it passes over his town between Cincinnati and Dayton.
In the U.S., Texas has the best odds for clear skies and the state expects to be swarmed with tourists. With a prime location, eateries in the town of Grapevine have a multitude of offerings: a "Blackout Dinner" at Hotel Vin and a "Solar Eclipse Shake" at Son of a Butcher.

    


Many businesses along the path of totality are offering special events leading up to the eclipse, too.
New York's Cayuga Lake Wine Trail is promoting "Sips to the Eclipse" for the weekend ahead of April 8. Guests will be able to visit 10 wineries for tastings -- some of which are offering additional attractions like an eclipse eve tarot card reading, special slushies and half-moon cookies.
Katherine Chase, executive director of the wine trail, said the promotion was planned in anticipation of all the people coming to the Finger Lakes region for the eclipse.
"The wineries can go as big or as little as they'd like to entice folks to come," she said.
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McDonald's apologizes for global system outage that shut down some stores for hours

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a "technology outage" that was being fixed.
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    [image: Thai people enjoy a meal at McDonald's at a shopping mall in Bangkok, Thailand, Friday, March 15, 2024. On a Facebook page of McDonald's Thailand, a few customers left comments complaining that they were unable to redeem a promotion coupon at stores around 1-2pm local time. The page replied that they were working on fixing problems and apologizing for the inconvenience. About an hour later, the page replied again that the application was up and running again. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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[image: People look at a sign outside a McDonald's store, which notified it has closed earlier than usual due to "system error," in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: A staff member at a McDonald's store shuts the door of the shop as it closes earlier than usual citing a system failure, in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Staff members at a McDonald's store work behind a "Close" cashier sign as the shop shutters earlier than usual citing a system failure, in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: A sign on the door of a McDonald's after earlier problems in the fast food restaurant, in Bangkok, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's have been reported worldwide, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints. The fast food chain called the problems Friday a ]
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[image: A sign on the door of a McDonald's as a person enters after earlier problems in the fast food restaurant, in Bangkok, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's have been reported worldwide, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints. The fast food chain called the problems Friday a ]
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[image: A McDonald's employee bows in front of its store amid their system outages in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. Reports of system outages at McDonald's are growing around the world, shuttering restaurants and leading to social media complaints. McDonald's in Japan posted on X, formerly Twitter, that ]
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[image: McDonald's sign is seen in Wheeling, Ill., Thursday, March 14, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]
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[image: A woman takes photograph her children outside McDonald's outlet, in New Delhi, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | A woman takes photograph her children outside McDonald's outlet, in New Delhi, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a "technology outage" that was being fixed. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13
A woman takes photograph her children outside McDonald's outlet, in New Delhi, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a "technology outage" that was being fixed. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People walk past a McDonald's outlet in New Delhi, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]
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[image: A stray dog lies outside a McDonald's outlet, in New Delhi, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]
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[image: Customer sit and eat at a McDonald's in Wheeling, Ill., Thursday, March 14, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]
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[image: Curbside pick up sign is seen as a customer walks past at a McDonald's in Wheeling, Ill., Thursday, March 14, 2024. System failures at McDonald's were reported worldwide Friday, shuttering some restaurants for hours and leading to social media complaints from customers, in what the fast food chain called a ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- McDonald's apologized Friday for a global technology outage that shuttered some restaurants for hours.
The company said the outage was caused by a third-party technology provider and was not a cybersecurity issue. It started around 12 a.m. CDT during a configuration change and was close to being resolved about 12 hours later, the Chicago-based company said.
"Reliability and stability of our technology are a priority, and I know how frustrating it can be when there are outages. I understand that this impacts you, your restaurant teams and our customers," Brian Rice, the company's global chief information officer, said in a statement. 
"What happened today has been an exception to the norm, and we are working with absolute urgency to resolve it. Thank you for your patience, and we sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this has caused," the statement added.





    


The company said the outage also wasn't related to its shift to Google Cloud as a technology provider. In December, McDonald's announced a multi-year partnership with Google that will move restaurant computations from servers into the cloud. The partnership is designed to speed up tasks like ordering at kiosks and to help managers optimize staffing.
Earlier Friday, McDonald's in Japan posted on X, formerly Twitter, that "operations are temporarily out at many of our stores nationwide," calling it "a system failure." In Hong Kong, the chain said on Facebook that a "computer system failure" knocked out orders online and through self-serve kiosks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Downdetector, an outage tracker, also reported a spike in problems with the McDonald's app over several hours.
Some McDonald's restaurants were operating normally again after the outage, with people ordering and getting their food Friday at locations in Bangkok, Milan and London. 
A worker at a restaurant in Bangkok said the system was down for about an hour, making it impossible to take online or credit card payments but allowing it to still accept cash for orders.

    


At another location in Thailand's capital, there was plywood over a door with a sign saying, "Technicians are updating the system," even as customers were ordering again and paying digitally.
A worker at a Milan restaurant noted that the system was offline for a couple of hours and a technician walked them through getting it back up and running.
A spokesperson for McDonald's in Denmark said the "technology failure" was resolved there and restaurants were open.
Media outlets reported that customers from Australia to the U.K. had complained of issues with ordering, including a customer in Australia who posted a photo to X saying a kiosk was unavailable.
___
AP journalists Jintamas Saksornchai and David Cohen in Bangkok, Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen, Denmark; Kelvin Chan in London; Colleen Barry in Milan; and Yuri Kageyama in Tokyo contributed.
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Russian missiles kill at least 16 people in the latest strike on southern Ukraine's Odesa

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services work at the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services work at the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, an emergency serviceman sits shocked after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services help their comrade injured during a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: A Red Cross worker looks down at his phone next to covered dead bodies of people killed in a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: The hand of a victim lays in a pool of blood after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, an emergency serviceman takes a moment after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: The bodies of victims lay in a pool of blood after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: Blood and debris on the floor after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: A damaged fire engine attends the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services firefighters extinguish a fire at the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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        Russian missiles kill at least 16 people in the latest strike on southern Ukraine's Odesa

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services work at the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, an emergency serviceman sits shocked after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services help their comrade injured during a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: A Red Cross worker looks down at his phone next to covered dead bodies of people killed in a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: The hand of a victim lays in a pool of blood after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, an emergency serviceman takes a moment after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: The bodies of victims lay in a pool of blood after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: Blood and debris on the floor after a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: A damaged fire engine attends the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. A first missile struck houses and when emergency crews arrived at the scene a second missile landed, authorities said. (AP Photo/Victor Sajenko)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services firefighters extinguish a fire at the scene of a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Friday, March 15, 2024. A Russian missile strike on Odesa in southern Ukraine on Friday killed at least 14 people and injured 46 others, local officials said. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- A Russian ballistic missile attack blasted homes in the southern Ukrainian city of Odesa on Friday, followed by a second missile that targeted first responders who arrived at the scene, officials said. At least 16 people were killed.
The attack occurred as Russians began voting in a presidential election that is all but certain to extend Vladimir Putin's rule by another six years after he crushed dissent, and as the war in Ukraine stretches into its third year.
The dead included a paramedic and an emergency service worker. At least 53 other people were wounded by the Iskander-M missiles, officials said.
At least 10 houses in Odesa and some emergency service equipment were damaged in the strike, which started a blaze, according to emergency officials and regional Gov. Oleh Kiper.
The tactic of firing a second missile at the same location, aiming to hit rescuers, is known in military terms as a double tap. Such strikes often hit civilians.

    


Kiper announced that a day of mourning in Odesa would be held on Saturday -- the second such observance in less than two weeks.
On March 2, a Russian drone struck a multistory building, killing 12 people, including five children.




Moscow has repeatedly claimed that its forces do not target civilian areas, despite substantial evidence to the contrary.
Since last summer, Russia has intensified its attacks on Odesa, a southern port city with a population of around 1 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The attacks have primarily targeted port infrastructure, aiming to disrupt the export of goods after Ukraine managed to restore maritime navigation with a series of successful operations in the Black Sea.
Moscow officials have also claimed they are aiming at facilities where Ukrainian sea drones are stored for attacks on Russia's Black Sea Fleet.
The Odesa region's ports were key to last year's international agreement that let Ukraine and Russia ship their grain to the rest of the world. 

    


Odesa residents largely speak Russian, and the city's past is intertwined with some of Russia's most revered figures, including Catherine the Great, author Leo Tolstoy and poet Anna Akhmatova.
Its Orthodox cathedral belongs to Moscow's patriarchate and -- at least until the Kremlin illegally annexed the nearby Crimean Peninsula in 2014 -- its beaches were beloved by Russian tourists.
Meanwhile, in the Russian border region of Belgorod, regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said a member of the regional territorial defense forces was killed and two people were injured in Ukrainian shelling Friday.
Overnight in Ukraine, two people were also killed and three wounded in the central Vinnytsia region after Russia struck a building with a drone, according to regional Gov. Serhii Borzov.
The Ukrainian air force said it shot down all 27 Shahed drones that Russia launched over the Kharkiv, Vinnytsia, Kirovohrad, Mykolaiv, Khmelnytskyi and Kyiv regions.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Why are so many voters frustrated by the US economy? It's home prices

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A home under construction marked as "SOLD" at a development in Eagleville, Pa., is shown on Friday, April 28, 2023. The United States is slogging through a housing affordability crisis that was decades in the making. The shortage pours cold water on President Joe Biden's assurances that the U.S. economy is strong and underscores the degree to which Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald Trump, has largely overlooked the issue. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Lori Shelton can't fathom ever having the money to buy a home -- and that's a major reason why so many voters feel down on the economy ahead of this year's presidential election.
Shelton, 67, drives an Uber to help pay rent in Aurora, Colorado. An advance on her pay covered her apartment's security deposit. But it also cut into her next paycheck, leaving her bank account dangerously low when the rent was due -- a cycle that never seems to end.
"I'm always one step behind," said Shelton, her voice choking up. "It's a nightmare, it's a freaking nightmare right now."
The United States is slogging through a housing affordability crisis that was decades in the making. At the root of this problem: America failed to build enough homes for its growing population. The shortage strikes at the heart of the American dream of homeownership -- dampening President Joe Biden's assurances that the U.S. economy is strong and underscoring the degree to which Republican Donald Trump, the former president and presumptive GOP nominee for 2024, has largely overlooked the shortage.

    


The lack of housing has caused a record number of renters to devote an excessive amount of income to housing, according to a Harvard University analysis. Not enough homes are for sale or being built, keeping prices elevated. Average mortgage rates have more than doubled and further worsened affordability.




In fact, the Census Bureau reported that homeownership fell slightly at the end of last year in an otherwise solid economy. If it wasn't for shelter costs, inflation -- Biden's most pronounced economic problem -- would be running at a healthy and stable 1.8%. Instead, it's hovering around 3.2%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Administration officials are confident that shelter inflation will soon cool, but the damage across several years is apparent to advocates and economists.
"I've been doing housing work for 30 years -- the housing affordability challenge is the worst I've ever seen in my career," said Shaun Donovan, a former secretary of Housing and Urban Development in the Obama years who now leads the nonprofit Enterprise Community Partners.

    


Donovan noted that this is an increasingly bipartisan challenge that could bring the political parties together. Expensive housing was once the domain of Democratic areas such as New York City and San Francisco. It's now moved into Republican states as places such as Boise, Idaho, grapple with higher prices.
"It is a first-tier issue almost everywhere," he said. "And that is changing the national politics around it in a way that I think is quite different than I've ever seen."
Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics, said that the outcome of the November election could ultimately depend on the path of 30-year mortgage rates. 
Rates currently average about 6.74%. If they dropped closer to 6%, the odds of a Biden victory would increase. But rates moving near 8% might enable Trump to prevail, Zandi said.
"Given the current housing affordability crisis, higher rates will make owning a home completely out of reach for nearly all potential first-time homebuyers," he said. "Since homeownership is a key part of the American dream, if it appears unattainable, this will deeply impact voters' sense of the economy."

    


Biden, a Democrat, acknowledged the pain many are feeling in his State of the Union address earlier this month and in his budget proposal released on Monday. 
The president wants to fund the building and preservation of 2 million housing units -- a meaningful sum, but not enough to solve the shortage. He also proposed a tax credit worth up to $10,000 to homebuyers. Over the past three years, he has increased rental assistance to 100,000 households.
"The bottom line is we have to build, build, build," Biden said Monday in a speech to the National League of Cities. "That's how we bring down housing costs for good."
Rapidly climbing home prices were also a festering problem under Trump, who first achieved celebrity status as a real estate developer. While president, Trump called for limiting construction in the suburbs. He claimed during the 2020 election that Biden's policies to spur building and affordability would "destroy your neighborhood."

    


During the 2018 to 2020 years of Trump's presidency, the country's housing shortage surged 52% to 3.8 million units, according to the mortgage company Freddie Mac.
The Associated Press contacted Trump's campaign for his policy plans but did not get a response. The America First Policy Institute, a think tank promoting Trump's vision, said the key is to cut government borrowing to reduce mortgage rates. The former president has pledged to reduce deficits, but an analysis by the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget shows that his policies in office will have likely added more than $8 trillion to the national debt.

    


"The best way for us to improve access to homeownership for young people is to get interest rates back down, not to provide subsidies that cause housing unaffordability to worsen," said Mike Faulkender, chief economist at the institute.
Lower rates might play well with voters, but most economists say they would at best offer temporary financial relief. Purchase prices would likely adjust upward in response to greater demand from falling rates.
Construction, the more enduring solution, would take years to achieve and require new rules by states and cities. The administration is trying to incentivize zoning changes, but the major choices are outside the White House's control.
"Even as incomes are going up and the economy is doing well and inflation is coming down, people can't buy homes," said Daryl Fairweather, chief economist at the brokerage Redfin. "That's like the biggest problem for Biden because it's not one that he can solve."
The general rule of thumb is that people should pay no more than 30% of their income on rent or a mortgage. A typical household looking to buy a home would have to devote 41% of its income to mortgage payments, according to Redfin.
There are far-reaching economic risks because of this. High housing costs can lead people to cut back spending elsewhere. Advocates said it enables landlords to neglect their properties since there is always a ready tenant.
Evictions can worsen health and educational outcomes for children and exact an even wider cost on society, said Zach Neumann, a Denver-based lawyer who provides more than $30 million annually in rental assistance through the nonprofit Community Economic Defense Project.
The cumulative costs of evicting poorer renters are "$20,000 to $30,000 a year when you include shelter nights and emergency room visits," Neumann said. "It's really overwhelming when you think about the total numbers and these folks are fighting to have a roof over their heads." 
While there is bipartisan agreement on the need for more housing, there has yet to be a significant plan that has passed the House and Senate. Biden has proposed housing aid throughout his administration that never materialized.
"Had Congress passed some of the investments that the president has called for since the beginning of the administration, had they done that three years ago, as he was advocating, we'd have affordable units coming online right now," said Daniel Hornung, deputy director of the White House National Economic Council.
But Mark Calabria, who was director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency during the Trump administration, said that many of the federal tools to increase housing such as the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit could further push up demand without adding enough construction.
"My worry would be we've done a number of things that increased demand when the problem is supply," said Calabria, now an adviser with the libertarian Cato Institute.
But for renters such as Lori Shelton in Colorado, the debate about how to add housing supply is cold comfort when she owes rent now. She's previously dealt with the threat of eviction and late fees. She gets some rent money from her son, but she has also relied at times on her church to cover the $2,399 a month.
 "I don't think the majority of us have that savings account," she said. "If you spend that much on your rent and your groceries and your car and your bills, you don't have much for a fallback."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A unanimous Supreme Court ruled Friday that public officials can sometimes be sued for blocking their critics on social media, an issue that first arose for the high court in a case involving then-President Donald Trump.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, writing for the court, said that officials who use personal accounts to make official statements may not be free to delete comments about those statements or block critics altogether.
On the other hand, Barrett wrote, "State officials have private lives and their own constitutional rights." 
The court ruled in two cases involving lawsuits filed by people who were blocked after leaving critical comments on social media accounts belonging to school board members in Southern California and a city manager in Port Huron, Michigan, northeast of Detroit. They are similar to a case involving Trump and his decision to block critics from his personal account on Twitter, now known as X. The justices dismissed the case after Trump left office in January 2021.





    


The cases forced the court to deal with the competing free speech rights of public officials and their constituents, all in a rapidly evolving virtual world. They are among five social media cases on the court's docket this term.
Appeals courts in San Francisco and Cincinnati had reached conflicting decisions about when personal accounts become official, and the high court did not embrace either ruling, returning the cases to the appeals courts to apply the standard the justices laid out Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When a government official posts about job-related topics on social media, it can be difficult to tell whether the speech is official or private," Barrett said.
Officials must have the authority to speak on behalf of their governments and intend to use it for their posts to be regarded essentially as the government's, Barrett wrote. In such cases, they have to allow criticism, or risk being sued, she wrote.

    


In one case, James Freed, who was appointed the Port Huron city manager in 2014, used the Facebook page he first created while in college to communicate with the public, as well as recount the details of daily life.
In 2020, a resident, Kevin Lindke, used the page to comment several times from three Facebook profiles, including criticism of the city's response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Freed blocked all three accounts and deleted Lindke's comments. Lindke sued, but the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sided with Freed, noting that his Facebook page talked about his roles as "father, husband, and city manager."
The other case involved two elected members of a California school board, the Poway Unified School District Board of Trustees. The members, Michelle O'Connor-Ratcliff and T.J. Zane, used their personal Facebook and Twitter accounts to communicate with the public. Two parents, Christopher and Kimberly Garnier, left critical comments and replies to posts on the board members' accounts and were blocked. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said the board members had violated the parents' free speech rights by doing so. Zane no longer serves on the school board.

    


The court's other social media cases have a more partisan flavor. The justices are evaluating Republican-passed laws in Florida and Texas that prohibit large social media companies from taking down posts because of the views they express. The tech companies said the laws violate their First Amendment rights. The laws reflect a view among Republicans that the platforms disproportionately censor conservative viewpoints.
Next week, the court is hearing a challenge from Missouri and Louisiana to the Biden administration's efforts to combat controversial social media posts on topics including COVID-19 and election security. The states argue that the Democratic administration has been unconstitutionally coercing the platforms into cracking down on conservative positions.
The cases decided Friday are O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier, 22-324, and Lindke v. Freed, 22-611.
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Severe storms with tornadoes kill at least 3 in the central US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Severe weather and suspected tornadoes struck areas of eastern Indiana and western Ohio on Thursday. At least two deaths are reported in Logan County, Ohio. Authorities say there are significant injuries in Winchester, Indiana. (March 15)
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            Severe storms rake Indiana and Kentucky

        
        
            Severe storms with at least one suspected tornado raked southern Indiana and northern Kentucky on Thursday, damaging dozens of homes and leaving people without electricity, authorities said. (Mar 14)(AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: People walk through debris from severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris is visible through the window of a damaged home following severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Greg McDougle walks near debris Friday, March 15, 2024, following a severe storm in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris from severe storms scatters the ground Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Blaine Schmidt holds his guitar near his damaged home following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Debris is visible near a damaged home following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: In this frame grab taken from video from WHAS, first responders stage outside a home in Milton, Ky., Thursday, March 14, 2024, after a severe weather system came through the area. (WHAS via AP)]
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                                        Severe storms with probable tornadoes tore through several central U.S. states, damaging homes and businesses and killing at least three people, with more bodies likely to be discovered, authorities said. As the sun rose Friday, officials scrambled to assess the extent of the destruction with the power out.
The three deaths came in Logan County, Ohio, according to the sheriff's office there. Thursday night's storms also left trails of destruction in Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. Tornadoes were also suspected in Illinois and Missouri.
"3 people have been confirmed dead. We are working on identifying the victims," said a statement from Chief Deputy Joe Kopus of the Logan County Sheriff's Office.
There were "many, many significant injuries" after a suspected tornado in Winchester, Indiana, where search efforts were underway, officials said. There were no known fatalities as of Friday morning.

    


"I'm shaken; it's overwhelming," said Bob McCoy, mayor of the town of 4,700 about 70 miles (110 kilometers) northeast of Indianapolis. "I heard what sounded like a train, and then I started hearing sirens." 




He and his wife were hunkered in a closet during the twister, which hit around 8 p.m.
"I've never heard that sound before; I don't want to hear it again," McCoy said.
The Winchester storm damaged a Walmart store and a Taco Bell restaurant, Randolph County Sheriff Art Moystner told FOX59/CBS4. Travel throughout the county is restricted to emergency management workers, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

West of Winchester, emergency management officials said initial assessments suggested as many as half the structures in the town of Selma, population 750, were damaged by a possible tornado. Only minor injuries were reported, the Delaware County Emergency Management Agency said in a news release.
"Severe weather has impacted Hoosiers all across the state, and we have emergency response personnel in the impacted areas," Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb posted on Facebook Thursday night.

    


The Winchester school district was closed Friday, according to a Facebook post. A high school in Winchester had electricity and was open for people who "need somewhere warm and dry."
In Ohio's Logan County, a suspected tornado tore through the villages of Lakeview and Russells Point, county spokesperson Sheri Timmers said. An RV park was damaged, Timmers said, and there were likely "lots of injuries."
Amber Fagan, president and chief executive of the Indian Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, said the community of Lakeview was "completely demolished," with homes, campgrounds and a laundromat hit by the tornado.
"There's places burning," she said. "There's power lines through people's windows."
A shelter was opened for displaced people.
In Ohio's Huron County, emergency officials posted on Facebook that there was a "confirmed large and extremely dangerous tornado" near Plymouth, some 75 miles (120 kilometers) northeast of Indian Lake.
Storms also damaged homes and trailers in the Ohio River communities of Hanover and Lamb in Indiana.

    


Sgt. Stephen Wheeles of the Indiana State Police earlier said another suspected tornado struck Jefferson County, on the Ohio River north of Louisville, Kentucky, damaging homes and downing trees and power lines.
He posted photos on X showing one home with its roof torn off and another missing roof shingles, as well as an image of a baseball-sized hailstone.
In Kentucky, Trimble County Emergency Management Director Andrew Stark told the Courier Journal of Louisville that the storms damaged at least 50 structures, including homes.
There was significant damage in the town of Milton, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear said in a statement, with potentially over 100 structures damaged.
In Arkansas, a suspected tornado struck the retirement community of Hot Springs Village, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) southwest of Little Rock, according to National Weather Service meteorologist Erik Green.
"It's pretty clear cut that a tornado did hit Hot Springs Village," Green said, and assessment teams will go to the area Friday to confirm the twister.

    


Baseball-sized hail also fell and some buildings were destroyed, but there were no reports of fatalities or injuries, Green said.
There were unconfirmed reports of tornadoes in Jefferson County, Missouri, and Monroe County, Illinois, but no immediate reports of damage. Large pieces of hail also was reported in parts of the St. Louis area Thursday afternoon. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/severe-storms-indiana-kentucky-structures-damaged-bc0b02faf7a67cb307fae34fa7dda597
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A trove from Pattie Boyd's life with George Harrison and Eric Clapton is up for sale at Christie's

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff poses next to a dress from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dress is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | A member of staff poses next to a dress from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dress is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Pattie Boyd poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff holds a handwritten note by George Harrison, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The note is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | A member of staff holds a handwritten note by George Harrison, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The note is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Pattie Boyd next to a set of photographs from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Pattie Boyd next to a set of photographs from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles' travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles' travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff holds a telegram sent by Eric Clapton in 1970, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The telegram is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | A member of staff holds a telegram sent by Eric Clapton in 1970, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The telegram is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff holds a Rolex watch, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The watch is estimated to sell PS2,500-4,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | A member of staff holds a Rolex watch, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The watch is estimated to sell PS2,500-4,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds an original designed doodle by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The doodle is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds an original designed doodle by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The doodle is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff holds a fairy pendant, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The pendanr is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | A member of staff holds a fairy pendant, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The pendanr is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | A member of staff poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff stands next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A member of staff stands next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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    [image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 18
Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff poses next to a dress from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dress is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | A member of staff poses next to a dress from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dress is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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A member of staff poses next to a dress from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dress is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Pattie Boyd poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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Pattie Boyd poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff holds a handwritten note by George Harrison, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The note is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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A member of staff holds a handwritten note by George Harrison, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The note is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Pattie Boyd next to a set of photographs from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a set of pictures she took during the Beatles' travel in India from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The photographs are estimated to sell within a range of PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pattie Boyd poses next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: A member of staff holds a telegram sent by Eric Clapton in 1970, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The telegram is estimated to sell PS1,000-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: A member of staff holds a Rolex watch, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The watch is estimated to sell PS2,500-4,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds a Christmas Card written by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The card is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Pattie Boyd holds an original designed doodle by George Harrison as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The doodle is estimated to sell PS3,000-5,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: A member of staff holds a fairy pendant, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The pendanr is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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A member of staff holds a fairy pendant, as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The pendanr is estimated to sell PS2,000-3,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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[image: A member of staff poses next to dresses from The Pattie Boyd Collection, at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The dresses is estimated to sell within a range of PS800-1,500. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: A member of staff stands next to the original artwork by E. Frandsen De Schomberg, used for the cover of Derek and the Dominoes album 'Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs' as part of The Pattie Boyd Collection at Christie's, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The artwork is estimated to sell PS40,000-60,000. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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[image: Jill Lawless reporter the Associated Press posed photo at AP Europe in London, Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Pattie Boyd was at the epicenter of the Swinging 60s, but not always the center of attention.
The model and photographer, who was often in the shadow of her rock icon husbands George Harrison and Eric Clapton, comes into sharp focus through a trove of letters, photos and other items she is selling at Christie's auction house.
The collection, which went on public display at Christie's London headquarters on Friday, provides a glimpse into the heart of the 1960s and 70s counterculture. The 111 lots up for sale include affectionate letters from both Harrison and Clapton, alongside clothing, jewelry, drawings and photographs -- some of Boyd, and some by her.
If Boyd, 79, feels a pang at parting with them, she isn't saying.

    
        
    
"I look back without emotion," she told The Associated Press. "I can feel slightly sentimental, but not emotional.

    


"I've lived with all of these photographs and objets for so long -- 40, 50 years," she said. "I want other people to enjoy them."
Boyd is famous as a musicians' muse, inspiration for The Beatles' song "Something," composed for her by Harrison, as well as for Clapton's scorching "Layla" and sweet "Wonderful Tonight."
The auction includes love letters from Clapton, written while Boyd was married to Harrison, and the original cover artwork for Derek and The Dominos' 1970 album "Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs," a painting of a blond model who reminded Clapton of Boyd. The painting is estimated to sell for between 40,000 and 60,000 pounds ($51,000 and $76,000).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harrison's handwritten lyrics for the song "Mystical One" are on offer with an estimated price of 30,000 to 50,000 pounds ($38,000 to $63,000).
Boyd is an accomplished photographer, and the sale includes both large-scale portraits and informal Polaroids of Harrison, Clapton and other musicians, including Mick Jagger, Pete Townshend and Ronnie Wood.

    


"This is very much a snapshot of her life," said Christie's head of sale Adrian Hume-Sayer.
Hume-Sayer said the appetite for 1960s music memorabilia is growing, even as undiscovered material becomes scarcer year by year.
"This is quite unusual because it's primary provenance," he said. "A lot of the material out there is on the secondary market ... but here you've got it coming directly from the person who was there. Pattie's had this all of her life.
"It's that visceral link with (a) moment that means so much to so many people that makes it so interesting."
Taken as a whole, the collection feels both personal and revealing.
In one room is a psychedelic acid green and pink minidress worn by Boyd in the 1960s. In another stands an ornate grandfather clock that was a wedding present to Boyd and Harrison from Beatles manager Brian Epstein in 1966.
There are handwritten letters from Harrison -- "say hello to Hubby!" -- and a handmade Christmas card he gave Boyd in 1968.
Letters and postcards from Clapton - in extremely elegant handwriting -- provide shapshots from the rock star life. In one he says he's off to the Caribbean island of Montserrat "to work on Sting's album." Another reveals: "Here I am in South America. Everybody's got dodgy tummies."

    


Harrison and Boyd divorced in 1977, and he died in 2001. In a 2007 memoir, Boyd described Harrison as her soulmate. 
Her turbulent 10-year marriage to Clapton, which ended in 1989, was marred -- as the musician later acknowledged -- by his alcoholism.
Boyd says she feels no bitterness.
"That was almost like another lifetime ago," she said. "And he has his own life and I have my own life. But this is just a bit of history that we shared."
Mostly, she recalls the "great fun" of the 1960s, a seismic era whose creative influence rumbles across the decades.
"Sometimes I can be walking down a street somewhere in London, and I see a girl wearing what I would have worn in the 60s," she said. "I mean, how many years ago was that? And it just makes me smile."
The Pattie Boyd collection is on display at Christie's until March 21. Online bidding closes March 22.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pattie-boyd-auction-george-harrison-eric-clapton-7d39c0ddc9dfbe4c81c8c80ef768cff4
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Pope acknowledges criticism and health issues but says in his new memoir he has no plans to retire

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona holds a copy of "Life: My Story Through History" as he poses for a picture prior to the start of an interview with the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pope Francis delivers his speech during his weekly general audience in the St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has ]
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[image: Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona is interviewed by the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pope Francis delivers his speech during his weekly general audience in the St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Pope Francis delivers his speech during his weekly general audience in the St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has "many projects to bring to fruition." Francis, 87, made the comments in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday, March 19, 2024, the 11th anniversary of his installation as pope. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
Pope Francis delivers his speech during his weekly general audience in the St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has "many projects to bring to fruition." Francis, 87, made the comments in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday, March 19, 2024, the 11th anniversary of his installation as pope. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona holds a copy of "Life: My Story Through History" as he poses for a picture prior to the start of an interview with the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona holds a copy of "Life: My Story Through History" as he poses for a picture prior to the start of an interview with the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona holds a copy of "Life: My Story Through History" as he poses for a picture prior to the start of an interview with the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian journalist and writer Fabio Marchese Ragona is interviewed by the Associated Press, in Rome, Thursday, March 13, 2024. Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday and written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis says he has no plans to resign and isn't suffering from any health problems that would require doing so, saying in a new memoir he still has "many projects to bring to fruition."
Francis, 87, made the comments in an autobiography, "Life: My Story Through History," which is being published Tuesday, the 11th anniversary of his installation as pope. Extensive excerpts were published Thursday in the Italian daily Corriere della Sera.
In the memoir, written with Italian journalist Fabio Marchese Ragona, Francis traces key moments of his life and their intersection with world events (World War II, Argentina's military dictatorship and Vatican intrigue) and how they together inform his priorities as pope.
Significantly, he addresses recurring speculation about his health problems, criticism from conservatives and what both may mean for the future of his pontificate. Such questions have always surrounded the papacy but the prospect of a papal resignation only became a reality with the late Pope Benedict XVI 's historic 2013 retirement.

    


Francis, who had part of one lung removed as a young man, has been battling bronchitis, the flu and a cold on and off this winter and for the past two weeks has asked an aide to read most of his speeches. He had a chunk of his large intestine removed in 2021 and was hospitalized twice last year, including once to remove intestinal scar tissue from previous surgeries to address diverticulosis, or bulges in his intestinal wall.




In his memoir, he stressed that the papacy is a job for life but that "if a serious physical impediment" occurs, he has already penned a letter of resignation that is being held in the Secretariat of State.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"But this is, I repeat, a distant possibility, because I truly do not have any cause serious enough to make me think of resigning," he said. "Some people may have hoped that sooner or later, perhaps after a stay in the hospital, I might make an announcement of that kind, but there is no risk of it: Thanks be to God, I enjoy good health, and as I have said, there are many projects to bring to fruition, God willing."

    


Francis acknowledged that critics inside the Vatican and out have accused him of destroying the papacy and have tried to block the reforms that he was mandated by cardinals to enact as a result of his 2013 election.
"There was a strong desire to change things, to abandon certain attitudes, which, sadly, have proved difficult to eradicate," he said. "Needless to say, there are always some who wish to put the brakes on reform, who want things always to stay as they were during the days of pope kings."
In the memoir, Francis doubled down on his recent decision to allow Catholic priests to bless same-sex couples and denied that the criticism that erupted could split the church. Africa's bishops as a whole, as well as individual conservative bishops around the world, have said they would not follow the new directive.
"I just want to say that God loves everyone, especially sinners. And if my brother bishops, according to their discernment, decide not to follow this path it doesn't mean that this is the antechamber to schism, because the church's doctrine is not brought into question," Francis said.

    


He reaffirmed his support for civil unions while ruling out gay marriage, saying "it is right that these people who experience the gift of love should have the same legal protections as everyone else."
He reasoned that Jesus spent time with people who lived on the margins of society "and that is what the church should be doing today with members of the LGBTQ+ community."
"Make them feel at home, especially those who have been baptized and are in every respect among God's people," he said. "And those who have not been baptized and would like to be, or who would like to be godfathers or godmothers: let them be welcomed, please; let them follow a careful pathway to personal discernment."
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Palestinian leader appoints longtime adviser as prime minister in the face of calls for reform

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has appointed his longtime economic adviser to be the next prime minister. The appointment comes amid U.S. pressure to reform the Palestinian Authority as part of Washington's postwar vision for Gaza. (Mar. 14)
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    [image: FILE - Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas meets with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Amman, Jordan, Tuesday Oct. 17, 2023. The Palestinian Authority's prime minister announced his government's resignation on Monday, seen as the first step in a reform process demanded by the United States as part of its latest ambitious plans to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool, File)]
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                                        RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) -- Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has appointed his longtime economic adviser to be the next prime minister in the face of U.S. pressure to reform the Palestinian Authority as part of Washington's postwar vision for Gaza.
Mohammad Mustafa, a United States-educated economist and political independent, will head a technocratic government in the Israeli-occupied West Bank that could potentially administer Gaza ahead of eventual statehood. But those plans face major obstacles, including strong opposition from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and the Israel-Hamas war that is still grinding on with no end in sight.
It's unclear whether the appointment of a new Cabinet led by a close Abbas ally would be sufficient to meet U.S. demands for reform, as the 88-year-old president would remain in overall control.

    


"The change that the United States of America and the countries of the region want is not necessarily the change that the Palestinian citizen wants," said Hani al-Masri, a Palestinian political analyst. "People want a real change in politics, not a change in names. ... They want elections."
He said Mustafa is "a respected and educated man" but will struggle to meet public demands to improve conditions in the occupied West Bank, where Israeli restrictions imposed since the start of the war have caused an economic crisis.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement announcing the appointment, Abbas asked Mustafa to put together plans to re-unify administration in the West Bank and Gaza, lead reforms in the government, security services and economy and fight corruption. 
Washington welcomed his appointment but urged Mustafa to quickly form a Cabinet to implement changes.
"The United States will be looking for this new government to deliver on policies and implementation of credible and far-reaching reforms. A reformed Palestinian Authority is essential to delivering results for the Palestinian people and establishing the conditions for stability in both the West Bank and Gaza," National Security Council spokesperson Adrienne Watson said.

    


Mustafa was born in the West Bank town of Tulkarem in 1954 and earned a doctorate in business administration and economics from George Washington University. He has held senior positions at the World Bank and previously served as deputy prime minister and economy minister. He is currently the chairman of the Palestine Investment Fund.
The previous prime minister, Mohammad Shtayyeh, resigned along with his government last month, saying different arrangements were needed because of the "new reality in the Gaza Strip."
The Palestinian Authority was established in the 1990s through interim peace agreements and was envisioned as a stepping-stone to eventual statehood.
But the peace talks repeatedly collapsed, most recently with Netanyahu's return to power in 2009. Hamas seized power in Gaza from forces loyal to Abbas in 2007, confining his limited authority to major population centers that account for around 40% of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

    


Abbas is deeply unpopular among Palestinians, many of whom view the PA as little more than a subcontractor of the occupation because it cooperates with Israel on security matters. His mandate ended in 2009 but he has refused to hold elections, blaming Israeli restrictions. Hamas won a landslide victory in the last parliamentary elections, in 2006. Although it is considered a terrorist group by Israel and Western countries, Hamas would likely perform well in any free and fair vote.
Abbas, unlike his Hamas rivals, recognizes Israel, has renounced armed struggle and is committed to a negotiated solution that would create an independent Palestinian state alongside Israel. That goal is shared by the international community.
Israel has long criticized the PA over payments it makes to the families of Palestinians who have been killed or imprisoned by Israel, including top militants who killed Israelis. The PA defends such payments as a form of social welfare for families harmed by the decades-old conflict.

    


The dispute has led Israel to suspend some of the taxes and customs duties it collects on behalf of the PA, contributing to years of budget shortfalls. The PA pays the salaries of tens of thousands of teachers, health workers and other civil servants.
The United States has called for a reformed PA to expand its writ to postwar Gaza ahead of the eventual creation of a Palestinian state in both territories. Netanyahu has ruled out any role for the PA in Gaza, and his government is opposed to Palestinian statehood.
Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories to form their future state. 
Israel annexed east Jerusalem in a move not recognized internationally and considers the entire city -- including major holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims -- to be its undivided capital. Israel has built scores of settlements across the West Bank, where over 500,000 Jewish settlers live in close proximity to some 3 million Palestinians.

    


Israel withdrew soldiers and settlers from Gaza in 2005, but along with Egypt imposed a blockade on the territory when Hamas seized power two years later. 
Netanyahu has vowed to dismantle Hamas and maintain open-ended security control over Gaza in the wake of Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people and taking another 250 hostage. Israel's subsequent invasion of Gaza has killed more than 31,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials.
The Palestinian Authority has said it will not return to Gaza on the back of an Israeli tank, and that it would only assume control of the territory as part of a comprehensive solution to the conflict that includes statehood.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/palestinians-politics-israel-abbas-mohammad-mustafa-d7907aa06db3d6be6f8d59cc29e57897



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Baseball superstar Ohtani and his wife arrive in South Korea for Dodgers-Padres MLB opener

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, front right, and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Supporters of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hold signs as they wait for the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, and his wife, Mamiko Tanaka, walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Gavin Lux, center, walks with his fiancee Molly O'Boyle, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - A supporter, left, wears a Los Angeles Dodgers jersey as pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks by during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder James Outman, right, walks with his wife, Dasha Kraft, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher and current broadcaster Orel Hershiser, right, and broadcast parter Joe Davis, left, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 44 | CORRECTS DATE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher and current broadcaster Orel Hershiser, right, and broadcast parter Joe Davis, left, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts, right, walks with his wife, Brianna Betts, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers infielder Miguel Rojas walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with an entourage during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures toward photographers during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 44 | CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures toward photographers during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers Max Muncy, center, walks with Freddie Freeman, center right, and Jason Heyward, back right, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 44 | CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani gestures as he walks with security guards during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez, center, walks with his wife Jennifer Hernandez, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez, center, walks with his wife Jennifer Hernandez, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: A supporter, left, wears a Los Angeles Dodgers jersey as manager Dave Roberts, top, gestures while walking with his wife, Tricia Roberts, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 44 | A supporter, left, wears a Los Angeles Dodgers jersey as manager Dave Roberts, top, gestures while walking with his wife, Tricia Roberts, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, center, walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, center, walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts, center, walks with his wife Brianna Betts, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts, center, walks with his wife Brianna Betts, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS NAME OF PERSON BEHIND JOE KELLY TO IPPEI MIZUHARA, INTERPRETER FOR SHOHEI OHTANI, INSTEAD OF YOSHINOBU YAMAMOTO - Los Angeles Dodgers pitchers Joe Kelly, left, and Ippei Mizuhara, interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 44 | CORRECTS NAME OF PERSON BEHIND JOE KELLY TO IPPEI MIZUHARA, INTERPRETER FOR SHOHEI OHTANI, INSTEAD OF YOSHINOBU YAMAMOTO - Los Angeles Dodgers pitchers Joe Kelly, left, and Ippei Mizuhara, interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, right, walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, right, walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures to supporters during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures to supporters during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Enrique Hernandez, center, and Miguel Rojas, center right, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Enrique Hernandez, center, and Miguel Rojas, center right, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy reacts as he is greeted during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy reacts as he is greeted during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy, center, and Freddie Freeman, right, walk with a security official during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy, center, and Freddie Freeman, right, walk with a security official during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, left, walks with him through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 44 | Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, left, walks with him through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            30 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            31 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            32 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            33 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            34 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Ha-Seong Kim signs an autograph as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            35 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Ha-Seong Kim signs an autograph as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            36 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player pitcher Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            38 of 44 | San Diego Padres player pitcher Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            39 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            40 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Woo-Suk Go, right, interacts with fans as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            41 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Woo-Suk Go, right, interacts with fans as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish, centre top, arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            42 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish, centre top, arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            43 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Fans hold a banner showing Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani as they wait for his arrival for the upcoming two games of the MLB World Tour Seoul Series between Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres, at the Incheon International Airport in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            44 of 44 | Fans hold a banner showing Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani as they wait for his arrival for the upcoming two games of the MLB World Tour Seoul Series between Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres, at the Incheon International Airport in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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        Baseball superstar Ohtani and his wife arrive in South Korea for Dodgers-Padres MLB opener

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, front right, and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, front right, and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, front right, and his wife Mamiko Tanaka walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Supporters of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hold signs as they wait for the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 44 | Supporters of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hold signs as they wait for the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Supporters of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hold signs as they wait for the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, and his wife, Mamiko Tanaka, walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 44 | CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, and his wife, Mamiko Tanaka, walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, and his wife, Mamiko Tanaka, walk with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Gavin Lux, center, walks with his fiancee Molly O'Boyle, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - A supporter, left, wears a Los Angeles Dodgers jersey as pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks by during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder James Outman, right, walks with his wife, Dasha Kraft, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Former Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher and current broadcaster Orel Hershiser, right, and broadcast parter Joe Davis, left, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts, right, walks with his wife, Brianna Betts, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers infielder Miguel Rojas walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with an entourage during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures toward photographers during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers Max Muncy, center, walks with Freddie Freeman, center right, and Jason Heyward, back right, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 44 | CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers Max Muncy, center, walks with Freddie Freeman, center right, and Jason Heyward, back right, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani gestures as he walks with security guards during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez, center, walks with his wife Jennifer Hernandez, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez, center, walks with his wife Jennifer Hernandez, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: A supporter, left, wears a Los Angeles Dodgers jersey as manager Dave Roberts, top, gestures while walking with his wife, Tricia Roberts, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, center, walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, center, walks with security during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts, center, walks with his wife Brianna Betts, left, during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: CORRECTS NAME OF PERSON BEHIND JOE KELLY TO IPPEI MIZUHARA, INTERPRETER FOR SHOHEI OHTANI, INSTEAD OF YOSHINOBU YAMAMOTO - Los Angeles Dodgers pitchers Joe Kelly, left, and Ippei Mizuhara, interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 44 | CORRECTS NAME OF PERSON BEHIND JOE KELLY TO IPPEI MIZUHARA, INTERPRETER FOR SHOHEI OHTANI, INSTEAD OF YOSHINOBU YAMAMOTO - Los Angeles Dodgers pitchers Joe Kelly, left, and Ippei Mizuhara, interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, right, walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, right, walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, right, walks through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures to supporters during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Tyler Glasnow gestures to supporters during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Enrique Hernandez, center, and Miguel Rojas, center right, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 44 | Los Angeles Dodgers Enrique Hernandez, center, and Miguel Rojas, center right, walk through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy reacts as he is greeted during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy reacts as he is greeted during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy, center, and Freddie Freeman, right, walk with a security official during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, left, walks with him through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, left, walks with him through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers Shohei Ohtani, center, walks with his wife Mamiko Tanaka, center left, through a terminal during the baseball team's arrival at Incheon International Airport, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Incheon, South Korea, ahead of the team's baseball series against the San Diego Padres. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Ha-Seong Kim signs an autograph as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    35 of 44
San Diego Padres player Ha-Seong Kim signs an autograph as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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San Diego Padres player Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player pitcher Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player pitcher Robert Suarez interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Manny Machado interacts with the crowd as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Woo-Suk Go, right, interacts with fans as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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San Diego Padres player Woo-Suk Go, right, interacts with fans as he arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish, centre top, arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            42 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish, centre top, arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish, centre top, arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            43 of 44 | San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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San Diego Padres player Yu Darvish arrives at the Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Fans hold a banner showing Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani as they wait for his arrival for the upcoming two games of the MLB World Tour Seoul Series between Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres, at the Incheon International Airport in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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Fans hold a banner showing Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani as they wait for his arrival for the upcoming two games of the MLB World Tour Seoul Series between Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres, at the Incheon International Airport in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani and his wife arrived in South Korea with his Los Angeles Dodgers teammates on Friday ahead of their season-opening games with the San Diego Padres next week.
Ohtani, wearing a black training suit and a cap backwards, was the first Dodgers player who showed up at the arrival gate of Incheon international airport, west of Seoul. His wife, Mamiko Tanaka, walked several steps behind him.
As a crowd of fans, many wearing Dodgers jerseys, shouted his name and cheering slogans, Ohtani briefly waved his hand and Tanaka smiled, but neither said anything before they took a limousine bus. Fans held placards that read like "GOATANI (Greatest Of All Time is Ohtani) GO" and "Baseball genius Ohtani."
Before departing for South Korea, Ohtani, a two-way Japanese phenomenon, revealed the identify of his wife by posting a photo of him and Tanaka, an ex-professional basketball player, on his Instagram account. Japanese media had already speculated that Ohtani's wife was likely Tanaka.

    


Tanaka, 27, played for the Fujitsu Red Wave in the Women's Japan Basketball League from 2019-23.




In late February, Ohtani, 29, said in his Instagram post that he was married to "a normal Japanese woman" that he had known for three to four years. But he didn't say exactly who his wife was.
In Ohtani's Instagram post, he was photographed with Tanaka in front of an airplane alongside his teammate Yoshinobu Yamamoto. The Dodgers posted a photo of the Ohtani-Tanaka couple on the team's X (formerly Twitter) account next to one of Mookie Betts and his wife.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The upcoming Dodgers-Padres games will be Ohtani's debut with the Dodgers. In December, Ohtani, who was formerly with the Los Angeles Angels, signed a record $700 million, 10-year contract to join the Dodgers.
Ohtani underwent surgery on his right elbow last September and will not pitch this season. He will be used as a designated hitter and there is a possibility he could play in the field.

    


Social media in Japan and South Korea are abuzz with messages talking about Ohtani and his wife.
"So impressed to see how Ohtani opened up about his new bride, Mamiko Tanaka," one X user said in Japanese. 
"Ohtani's wife is really beautiful. They are both made for each other," one X user said in Korean. Another Korean message said that "their future kid will be a super athlete." 
The Padres arrived earlier Friday. The two-game series in Seoul's Gocheok Sky Dome on March 20-21 will be the first Major League Baseball regular-season games in South Korea.
Meanwhile, airport police said they detained a South Korean man who allegedly hurled an egg near Dodgers manager Dave Roberts at the airport. Police said they were trying to determine the motive for his action, but his family told investigators the man in his mid-20s has a history of mental illness. 
___
Associated Press writer Jiwon Song contributed to this report. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ohtani-23d18e2732063532040c1c45c457af99



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A plan to find new leadership for Haiti is moving forward, Caribbean officials say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The widespread violence that took over Haiti's capital on Feb. 29 has brought even more fears of a humanitarian crisis in Haiti. In one of the shelters for displaced families in Port-au-Prince, hundreds fight to get to the cooked meals distributed by the World Food Program. Thousands of families are living in shelters after being forced to flee their homes because of gang activity in their neighborhoods and dependent on food distributed by organizations and Haitian institutions like the civil defense. (AP Video: Pierre Luxama)
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            World Food Programme fears more hunger amid gang violence in Haiti

        
        
            The widespread violence that took over Haiti's capital on Feb. 29 has brought even more fears of a humanitarian crisis in Haiti. In one of the shelters for displaced families in Port-au-Prince, hundreds fight to get to the cooked meals distributed by the World Food Program. Thousands of families are living in shelters after being forced to flee their homes because of gang activity in their neighborhoods and dependent on food distributed by organizations and Haitian institutions like the civil defense. (AP Video: Pierre Luxama)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        World Food Programme fears more hunger amid gang violence in Haiti
The widespread violence that took over Haiti's capital on Feb. 29 has brought even more fears of a humanitarian crisis in Haiti. In one of the shelters for displaced families in Port-au-Prince, hundreds fight to get to the cooked meals distributed by the World Food Program. Thousands of families are living in shelters after being forced to flee their homes because of gang activity in their neighborhoods and dependent on food distributed by organizations and Haitian institutions like the civil defense. (AP Video: Pierre Luxama)
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            Haitians resume daily life during break from violence

        
        
            People lined up in front of a bank in Port-au-Prince as some businesses reopened during a break from gang violence in the Haitian capital. Public transportation has also resumed and more Haitians could be seen on the streets almost 10 days after gang attacks brought the city to a standstill. (March 13) (AP Video/Pierre Luxama)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Haitians resume daily life during break from violence
People lined up in front of a bank in Port-au-Prince as some businesses reopened during a break from gang violence in the Haitian capital. Public transportation has also resumed and more Haitians could be seen on the streets almost 10 days after gang attacks brought the city to a standstill. (March 13) (AP Video/Pierre Luxama)
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    [image: National Police patrol the area near the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | National Police patrol the area near the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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National Police patrol the area near the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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[image: A woman walks past the smoking, empty National Penitentiary after a small fire broke out inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: A resident walks past a National Police officer guarding the empty National Penitentiary after a small fire inside the jail in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Haiti, Thursday, March 14, 2024. This is the same prison that armed gangs stormed late March 2 and hundreds of inmates escaped. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Children look through a fence at a shelter for families displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Relatives of police officer Luciana Pierre mourn during her memorial in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. According to the family, Pierre was killed in an attack by armed gangs the previous week and her body has not been recovered. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Pedestrians and commuters fill a street in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry announced Tuesday that he would resign once a transitional presidential council is created, bowing to international pressure to make way for new leadership in the country overwhelmed by violent gangs. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Jimmy Cherizier, a former elite police officer known as Barbecue who leads the G9 and Family gang, adjusts his weapon as he speaks to journalists in the Delmas 6 neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Front table from left, Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Guyana's President Irfaan Ali and Jamaica's Prime Minister Andrew Holness attend meeting on Haiti at the Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) in Kingston, Jamaica, on Monday, March 11, 2024. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds, Pool via AP)]
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[image: A street alongside the U.S. embassy compound is devoid of traffic in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, March 10, 2024. The U.S. military said Sunday that it had flown in forces to bolster security at the delegation and facilitate the departure of nonessential personnel. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Members of the General Security Unit of the National Palace, USGPN, set up a security perimeter around one of the three downtown stations after police fought off an attack by gangs the day before, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, March 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: The body of a man lies in a pool of blood alongside his motorcycle, in the Delmas area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, March 8, 2024. Witnesses say he was shot by two unidentified men on motorcycles. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A plan to create a transitional presidential council is moving forward after a majority of Haitian parties and coalitions submitted the names of those charged with finding new leaders for the country, Caribbean officials said Thursday.
The names were provided to a regional trade bloc known as Caricom that is helping lead the transition.
"It is all up now to the Haitians as they are the ones who want a Haitian-led solution," Surinamese Foreign Minister Albert Ramdin told The Associated Press. "It is for them to pick up the ball and run with it, being responsible for their own destiny."
He spoke a day after Haitian politicians and influential figures bickered publicly about the plan and what names to submit, seemingly putting creation of the council at risk.
Caribbean leaders had announced plans to create the council after meeting in Jamaica Monday behind closed doors with officials including U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Shortly after the meeting, Prime Minister Ariel Henry pledged to resign once the council is created.

    


The council will be responsible for choosing an interim prime minister and a council of ministers, as well as help organize general elections, which haven't been held in nearly a decade.




"We hope this is a breakthrough for Haiti," Ramdin said.
He said Caricom officials met Wednesday night for an update on the situation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The names haven't been made public, although a senior Caribbean official not authorized to speak to the media told the AP that the Dec. 21 Agreement group, which backs the current prime minister, has not submitted a name.
In addition, Jean-Charles Moise, who leads the Petit Desalin party and has allied with former rebel leader and convicted money launderer Guy Philippe, announced Wednesday that his party would not join the council despite the offer of a voting position.

    


The others awarded a spot on the council are EDE/RED, a party led by former Prime Minister Claude Joseph; the Montana Accord, a group of civil society leaders, political parties and others; Fanmi Lavalas, the party of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide; the Jan. 30 Collective, which represents parties including that of former President Michel Martelly; and the private sector.
Of the remaining two nonvoting positions, one would go to a representative of Haiti's civil society and the other to its religious sector.
It wasn't immediately clear what would happen to the position rejected by Moise and his party.
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said Thursday that the U.N. special envoy for Haiti, Maria Isabel Salvador, remains in contact with many key political and civil society representatives and is "encouraging them to act in the best interest of the people of Haiti to resolve this crisis as quickly as possible."
The push to create a council comes as Haiti's capital and other areas become increasingly overrun by powerful gangs that control around 80% of the capital, Port-au-Prince.
On Feb. 29, gunmen launched a series of attacks on key state institutions, including police stations, the main international airport and Haiti's two biggest prisons, where more than 4,000 inmates were freed. Scores of people have died in the attacks, and more than 15,000 people have been left homeless.

    


The violence has somewhat subsided, although a fire was reported Thursday at the National Penitentiary in downtown Port-au-Prince, one of two prisons attacked more than a week ago. It wasn't immediately clear if anyone was injured or killed in the blaze or how it started.
Dujarric said some of the U.N.'s 267 international staff whose presence in Haiti is not essential are being moved to the neighboring Dominican Republic to work remotely, given "the volatile security situation." He added that other U.N. staff needed to deal with the ongoing humanitarian crisis will be going to Haiti.
The U.N. political mission announced that an air bridge was being established between Haiti and the Dominican Republic including to bring in some supplies and staff, but Dujarric said it isn't operational yet.

    


When the attacks began, Prime Minister Henry was in Kenya to try and secure a U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from the East African country. The deployment, however, has been put on hold. Meanwhile, Henry remains in Puerto Rico, unable to return home.
Schools, gas stations and airports remain closed in Port-au-Prince and beyond, although public transportation has resumed, and a growing number of Haitians have been seen on previously empty streets.
___
Wilkinson reported from Georgetown, Guyana. Associated Press reporter Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
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Proposed US resolution would back global efforts for an immediate and sustained cease-fire in Gaza

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United States circulated the final draft of a United Nations Security Council resolution late Thursday that would support international efforts to establish "an immediate and sustained cease-fire" in the Israel-Hamas war as part of a deal to release hostages taken captive during Hamas' surprise attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7.
No time has been set for a vote, and the draft, obtained by The Associated Press, could still be changed.
The U.S. circulated the initial draft on Feb. 19, a day before it vetoed a widely supported Arab-backed resolution demanding an immediate humanitarian cease-fire in the war in the embattled Gaza Strip, saying it would interfere with negotiations on a deal to free the hostages.
It was the third U.S. veto of a Security Council resolution demanding a cease-fire in Gaza, and has put President Joe Biden's administration at odds with much of the world, including many allies.





    


Diplomatic talks have stalled since efforts failed to produce a cease-fire before the start of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan -- an informal deadline that passed without any agreement.
The Israeli military said Wednesday it will go ahead with its planned offensive in the southern city of Rafah -- where 1.4 million displaced Palestinians have sought safety -- and plans to move civilians toward "humanitarian islands" in the center of the territory.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. draft put "in blue" late Thursday -- meaning it is in a form that can be voted on -- is the fifth version of the text and makes some key changes.
The initial draft would have underscored that a temporary cease-fire "as soon as practicable" required the release of all hostages, and called for the lifting of all restrictions on the delivery of humanitarian aid. Both of these actions "would help to create the conditions for a sustainable cessation of hostilities," it said.

    


The final draft "unequivocally supports international diplomatic efforts to establish an immediate and sustained cease-fire as part of a deal that releases the hostages, and that allows the basis for a more durable peace to alleviate humanitarian suffering" -- eliminating the word "temporary."
It also says that "the window of opportunity created by any cease-fire" should be used to intensify diplomatic efforts to create conditions "for a sustainable cessation of hostilities and lasting peace."
The initial draft said Israel's planned major ground offensive into the southern Gaza city of Rafah "should not proceed under current circumstances." That language disappeared in the final draft. Instead, in an introductory paragraph, the council would emphasize its concern that a ground offensive into Rafah "would result in further harm to civilians and their further displacement, potentially into neighboring countries, and would have serious implications for regional peace and security."
The final draft "rejects any forced displacement of the civilian population in Gaza in violation of international law."
Since Oct. 7, more than 31,000 Palestinians have been killed in the Israeli offensive, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants but says about two-thirds of the victims were women and children.

    


The U.S. draft would demand that all parties comply with international law requiring protection of civilians and "civilian objects," which include hospitals, schools and homes. The draft would also express the council's "deep concern about the threat of conflict-inducted famine and epidemics presently facing the civilian population in Gaza, as well as the number of undernourished people," and the "catastrophic" levels of hunger.
The council would reiterate its demand for "the full, immediate, safe, sustained and unhindered delivery of humanitarian assistance at scale directly to the Palestinian civilian population throughout the Gaza Strip." The draft says this should be facilitated by using all available routes, including border crossings.
If the resolution is approved, it would for the first time condemn "the Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, as well as its taking and killing of hostages, murder of civilians, and sexual violence including rape" and condemn "its use of civilian infrastructure for military purposes and to hold hostages." It would also demand that Hamas and other armed groups immediately grant humanitarian access to all remaining hostages.
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    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani reacts during a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani reacts during a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani takes the field for a baseball workout at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani stretches with teammates during a baseball workout at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani stretches with teammates during a baseball workout at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani says the upcoming Major League Baseball season opener against the San Diego Padres in Seoul will provide "great memories" for him and his wife, but he'll attempt to focus on baseball.
Ohtani spoke to journalists with Dodgers teammates at a packed press conference on Saturday, a day after he arrived here with his wife Mamiko Tanaka.
Ohtani said it was the first time for his wife "to come with me to a game like this."
"So I think it's going to be really great memories for both of us. But like I said earlier, I have one job to focus on. It's baseball," Otani said via an interpreter.




In late February, Ohtani, 29, said on Instagram that he was married to "a normal Japanese woman" he had known for three to four years. But he hadn't said who she was until another Instagram post with a photo of him and Tanaka on Thursday.

    


Tanaka, 27, is a former professional basketball player who played for the Fujitsu Red Wave in the Women's Japan Basketball League from 2019-23.
The Dodgers-Padres games on March 20-21 will be Ohtani's debut with the Dodgers, and they will be the first MLB regular season games in Seoul.
In December, Ohtani signed a record $700 million, 10-year contract to join the Dodgers. He underwent surgery on his right elbow last September and will not pitch this season. He will be used as a designated hitter and there is a possibility he could play in the field.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ohtani says he is aware of the intense international media focus on the games in Seoul.
"I appreciate all the attention. Obviously, attention is always great, being a baseball player and being able to play with these great guys next to me. I'm really excited," Ohtani said, referring to his two teammates speaking at the news conference, Mookie Betts and Freddie Freeman.
"I'm really used to the attention, but I just try to focus on what's in front of me, whatever it is."

    


South Korean media have churned out stories on Ohtani, mostly in a positive tone, with social media filled with messages supporting and praising the Japanese phenomenon. Members of his fan club in South Korea put up placards welcoming Ohtani's arrival at Incheon international airport on Friday.
That's not an usual South Korean treatment of any celebrity from Japan, given the two countries' strong rivalry in sports and other areas mainly due to Japan's past colonization of the Korean Peninsula.
"Japan and Korea, they've always had a great rivalry when it comes to sports. I've always watched the games between Japan and Korea and I always respected, looked up to Team Korea and Korean players," Ohtani said.
"So being accepted like this and welcomed is a very good feeling. And I want to put on a very good show for everybody" he said.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ohtani-dodgers-wife-seoul-7ef28cf320dc3ae151f603baa8c4939e
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Shiffrin caps injury-marred ski season with record-extending 60th win in slalom and 97th overall

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin kisses the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin holds up the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin reacts as she holds the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin, center, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, celebrates with second-placed Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann, left, and third-placed Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | United States' Mikaela Shiffrin, center, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, celebrates with second-placed Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann, left, and third-placed Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin, foreground, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, hugs second-placed Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates winning an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. At right is second-placed Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann celebrates at the finish area of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup giant slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: Croatia's Zrinka Ljutic competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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    [image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin kisses the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin holds up the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin holds up the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | United States' Mikaela Shiffrin holds up the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 14
United States' Mikaela Shiffrin holds up the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin reacts as she holds the trophy for the alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom discipline, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin, center, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, celebrates with second-placed Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann, left, and third-placed Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin, foreground, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, hugs second-placed Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates winning an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. At right is second-placed Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann celebrates at the finish area of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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Norway's Mina Fuerst Holtmann celebrates at the finish area of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)
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[image: Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup giant slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup giant slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)
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[image: Sweden's Anna Swenn Larsson competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: United States' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)]
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[image: Croatia's Zrinka Ljutic competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)]
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Croatia's Zrinka Ljutic competes during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom race, in Saalbach, Austria, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Trovati)
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                                        SAALBACH-HINTERGLEMM, Austria (AP) -- For Mikaela Shiffrin, the award for the best slalom skier this season is different from the 15 crystal globes the American star won earlier in her career.
This one, for a change, doesn't feel like the end of a season.
Shiffrin capped her campaign that was marred by a recent six-week injury layoff with her record-extending 60th win in slalom and 97th overall at the World Cup finals Saturday.
She had already locked up her record-equaling eighth slalom season title last week by winning her first race back since hurting her knee in a downhill crash Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy in January, but globes are only handed over after the last race.
"It was like a middle season for me. I'm probably the most excited one to be here. Everyone wants to be home and I'm like: 'No! We've just started again'," said Shiffrin, adding her feeling had "a lot to do with the crowd here cheering so much. It gives this emotion like what we want to feel at races, so I'm already excited to be back."

    


Shiffrin, who turned 29 on Wednesday, said on Instagram the slalom would be her last race of the season, skipping Sunday's giant slalom and next week's speed events.


"I am so happy to have these final two races, like they give me something to be really proud of," Shiffrin said.
The two-time Olympic champion sprained the MCL and tibiofibular ligament in her knee, while also still recovering from a bone bruise she had sustained at the start of the season, when she was among a slew of World Cup, Olympic and world champions to crash hard in a packed January program, including her partner Aleksander Aamodt Kilde.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Oh wow, it's been a wild season," Shiffrin said. "I am excited to see Alex, I am excited to go home, but I don't want the season to be over."
Shiffrin won nine of the 21 races she competed in this season, but had to concede the overall title after missing too many races when nursing her knee injury. The American has won the big globe five times since 2017, with Swiss skier Lara Gut-Behrami all but confirmed as the new champion.

    


"I think it was quite a learning experience. There is always something you learn every season," Shiffrin said. "This one taught me a lot about patience, a lot about trust, a lot about communication, and learning how to manage pain and still ski. Those are really important things that I hope will be useful for the rest of my career."
On Saturday, Shiffrin trailed Anna Swenn Larsson of Sweden after the first run but ultimately won the season-ending slalom by 0.54 seconds from Mina Fuerst Holtmann of Norway, while Swenn Larsson dropped to third, 0.63 off the pace.
Winning back-to-back races to wrap up her season left Shiffrin three victories short of the 100-win mark, a milestone long deemed unreachable.
With key rivals Petra Vlhova and Wendy Holdener ending their campaigns prematurely with injuries, Shiffrin has won seven slaloms this season, raising her career tally to 60. No other skier, male or female, has won more than 46 races in a single discipline.

    


Asked in a course-side TV interview about her numbers of wins, Shiffrin took a breath before answering.
"Just a little bit hard to process it all. It's like these days just make me feel so invigorated, like so alive, and that's what I'm focusing on. I'm trying to soak that all in," she said.
"I never really focused too much on the numbers, but now I feel OK with them, like it's not pressure, it's not anything, it's just an honor."
On a first-run course set by Shiffrin's coach Karin Harjo, Swenn Larsson was 0.11 second faster than Shiffrin.
"I felt really good on my skis, I thought my equipment for this run was really good set up. I was pushing," said Shiffrin, referring to the challenging course conditions after overnight rain softened the snow.
"It was quite OK, so I could ski how I wanted. Ideally, I can be maybe a little bit more clean on a couple of sections, but actually I think I pushed about to my maximum there."
The next women's race at the finals is the giant slalom on Sunday, when Gut-Behrami starts with a 95-point lead over her Italian challenger Federica Brignone.
___
More AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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Conferences and Notre Dame agree on 6-year deal to continue College Football Playoff through 2031

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The College Football Playoff logo is shown on the field at AT&T Stadium before the Rose Bowl NCAA college football game between Notre Dame and Alabama in Arlington, Texas, Jan. 1, 2021. The nine Bowl Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame reached an agreement Friday, March 15, 2024, on a six-year deal to continue the College Football Playoff through the 2031 season, a significant step that establishes a revenue-sharing plan and allows the CFP to finalize a media rights agreement.(AP Photo/Roger Steinman, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The College Football Playoff logo is shown on the field at AT&T Stadium before the Rose Bowl NCAA college football game between Notre Dame and Alabama in Arlington, Texas, Jan. 1, 2021. The nine Bowl Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame reached an agreement Friday, March 15, 2024, on a six-year deal to continue the College Football Playoff through the 2031 season, a significant step that establishes a revenue-sharing plan and allows the CFP to finalize a media rights agreement.(AP Photo/Roger Steinman, File)
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                                        The nine Bowl Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame reached an agreement Friday on a six-year deal to continue the College Football Playoff through the 2031 season, a significant step that establishes a revenue-sharing plan and allows the CFP to finalize a media rights agreement.
Executive Director Bill Hancock said the agreement doesn't lock in a format for the CFP for 2026 and beyond, but it guarantees at least a 12-team field and five conferences having annual access to the playoff through 2031. 
The playoff is expanding this season from four teams to 12, with the five highest-ranked conference champions -- regardless of league -- and seven at-large selections making up the field. 
"Anything else regarding format is to be determined," Hancock said.
A person who has seen the agreement told AP the plan for 2026 is for the Atlantic Coast Conference, Big Ten, Big 12 and Southeastern Conference champions to receive automatic CFP bids, along with the highest-rated champion from the five other conferences that signed the deal: the American Athletic, Conference USA, Mid-American, Sun Belt and Mountain West.

    


The person spoke on condition of anonymity because details of the agreement had not been made public.




The Big Ten and SEC had been pushing for models that would give their conferences multiple automatic bids, but that talk has been tabled for now.
The number of teams in the CFP could grow to 14 under the new agreement, but for now there is no plan in place and no urgency to make a decision, Hancock said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hancock said the conference commissioners who manage the CFP might want to let the coming season play out and evaluate the first iteration of the 12-team model.
"We're going to take a deep breath, step back, and begin those conversations whenever it's appropriate," he said.
Hancock said the Pac-12, which is set to operate as a two-team league with just Washington State and Oregon State next season, didn't sign the agreement because of its uncertainty beyond 2025.

    


The CFP implemented a rule recently that a conference had to have at least eight teams to be eligible to qualify for access to the playoff.
Hancock said it was unclear whether the Pac-12, if rebuilt will be able to join the agreement. 
The CFP has an agreement in principle with ESPN on a new media rights agreement worth $7.8 billion that adjusts the value of the last two years of the current 12-year contract to account for more playoff games and runs through 2031.
The CFP couldn't complete that deal without the conferences first agreeing to participate in the playoff and a revenue-sharing plan.
"We are still negotiating with ESPN," Hancock said. "We're encouraged about the position we are in. But we still have work to do."
Hancock declined to give details of the revenue-sharing agreement.
It has been previously reported -- and confirmed by AP -- the Southeastern Conference and Big Ten will receive more than 50% of the distributed CFP revenue, with the Atlantic Coast Conference and Big 12 getting about 30% combined and the Group of Five Conferences and Notre Dame the rest.

    


Big Ten and SEC schools will receive an annual payout of about $22 million per year. 
Notre Dame's share will be about $12 million per year, about the same as ACC and Big 12 schools. Schools in Group of Five conferences will earn about $2 million per year. 
Bonuses for participation -- currently $6 million for reaching the semifinals and $4 million for other New Year's Six bowls -- will be eliminated for all but independents. Notre Dame and UConn will be the only official football independents in FBS by 2025, when Massachusetts joins the MAC.
But the deal calls for Washington State and Oregon State to be treated as non-Notre Dame independents, receiving annual payments of $360,000 per year, starting in 2026, according to another person with direct knowledge of the agreement. The schools have been making about $5 million per year in the current CFP deal as part of the Pac-12. 
Washington State President Kirk Schulz and Oregon State President Jayathi Murthy said in a statement the CFP's decision to "drastically reduce the Pac-12 Conference's rightful share of CFP revenues" will cause the financial gap the Pacific Northwest schools are already facing to widen.

    


"Negotiations with the CFP continue, and we continue all options on behalf of student-athletes and our universities," they said.
The deal also includes a look-in by 2028 that could provide an opportunity to make adjustments.
"This agreement is a really important next step for the CFP," Hancock said. "It ensures that fans will continue to have a postseason football tournament to enjoy, and they will see the best teams in the country competing for the national championship."
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP and listen at http://www.appodcasts.com. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Sakkari outlasts Gauff in 3 sets of rain-delayed semi at Indian Wells. She plays Swiatek for title.

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Maria Sakkari, of Greece, reacts after winning a set against Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Maria Sakkari, of Greece, reacts after winning a set against Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Coco Gauff, of the United States, reacts after losing a point to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Coco Gauff, of the United States, reacts after losing a point to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Maria Sakkari, of Greece, serves to Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Maria Sakkari, of Greece, serves to Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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[image: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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[image: Coco Gauff, of the United States, returns to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Coco Gauff, of the United States, returns to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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[image: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, celebrates winning a point against Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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        Sakkari outlasts Gauff in 3 sets of rain-delayed semi at Indian Wells. She plays Swiatek for title.

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Maria Sakkari, of Greece, reacts after winning a set against Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Coco Gauff, of the United States, reacts after losing a point to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Maria Sakkari, of Greece, serves to Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, returns to Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Maria Sakkari, of Greece, returns to Coco Gauff, of the United States, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, celebrates winning a point against Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Coco Gauff, of the United States, returns to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, serves to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Iga Swiatek, of Poland, serves to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13
Iga Swiatek, of Poland, serves to Marta Kostyuk, of Ukraine, during a semifinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) -- Maria Sakkari outlasted Coco Gauff 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-2 after blowing three match points in the second set of their rain-delayed semifinal Friday night to reach the BNP Paribas Open final.
Sakkari will play top-ranked Iga Swiatek in Sunday's final. Swiatek routed Marta Kostyuk 6-2, 6-1 to improve to 19-2 this year, with her match wins leading the WTA Tour.
Swiatek has beaten Sakkari in three of their five meetings.
There were delays of 20 minutes and two hours during the semifinal between third-seeded Gauff and ninth-seeded Sakkari.
Sakkari broke Gauff twice in taking a 5-2 lead in the second set. But Gauff won four straight games and fought off three match points in the 10th game to take a 6-5 lead. 
Sakkari held to force the tiebreaker in which she fell behind 6-2 before Gauff won it, 7-5.
There were break points in each of the first six games of the third. After dropping serve to open the set, Sakkari twice broke Gauff and then held for a 4-1 lead. She held again to go up 5-2 and then one hour and 10 minutes after her first three match points, Sakkari hit a forehand winner to set up her fourth. She closed out the match on Gauff's forehand error.

    


Swiatek won the 2022 tournament as part of a 37-match winning streak. She had advanced to the semis when Caroline Wozniacki retired trailing 6-4, 1-0 in their quarterfinal. Swiatek has lost just 17 games through the semis.




Kostyuk hit 17 winners to 14 for Swiatek in the match. But Swiatek was better in nearly every other facet and didn't face a break point. Swiatek connected on 74% of her first serves, won 83% of her first-serve points and 50% of her second-serve points on a cool and windy evening in the Southern California desert.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was the cleanest match I played here," Swiatek said in an on-court interview. "I didn't really have any moment today in the match where I didn't feel confident."
In the men's doubles final, Nikola Mektic of Croatia and Wesley Koolhof of the Netherlands defeated fifth-seeded Marcel Granollers of Spain and Horacio Zeballos of Argentina, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (4). The winning pair split $447,300.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indian-wells-tennis-3a5227b34fd0831a61a5aa17a894d98a
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    [image: Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot Luca Nardi, of Italy, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Monday, March 11, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. Nardi won 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, serves to Luca Nardi, of Italy, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Monday, March 11, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. Nardi won 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Top-ranked Novak Djokovic will skip the Miami Open, saying less than a week after a surprise loss at Indian Wells that he needs to balance his "private and professional schedule."
Djokovic's announcement Saturday on his social media accounts follows his 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 defeat to unheralded Luca Nardi on Monday in the third round of the BNP Paribas Open.
"At this stage of my career, I'm balancing my private and professional schedule. I'm sorry that I won't experience some of the best and most passionate fans in the world," Djokovic wrote.
Nardi, who is ranked No. 123, become the lowest-ranked player to beat Djokovic in a Grand Slam or ATP Masters 1000 level event, surpassing No. 122 Kevin Anderson in 2008 in Miami.
The 20-year-old Italian got into the field as a "lucky loser," which is a player who stumbled on the final hurdle in qualifying but made it into the main draw as a replacement for an injured player who pulled out before the first round.
The 36-year-old Djokovic is a six-time champion in Miami. The hardcourt tournament begins next week.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Newton leads No. 2 UConn past St. John's 95-90 and into first Big East title game since 2011

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: UConn guard Tristen Newton goes to the basket during the first half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against St. John's in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: UConn guard Hassan Diarra (10) reacts after scoring a 3-point basket against St. John's during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. UConn won 95-90. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: A drone flies over the court during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game between UConn and St. John's in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament, Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: UConn guard Tristen Newton (2) looks to pass the ball as St. John's guard Jordan Dingle (3) defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: St. John's forward Zuby Ejiofor dunks against UConn during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: UConn guard Cam Spencer reacts after scoring against St. John's during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. UConn won 95-90. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: UConn guard Cam Spencer reacts during the second half of the team's NCAA college basketball game against St. John's in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: St. John's forward Zuby Ejiofor dunks against UConn during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For the first time since Kemba Walker took UConn on that "Kardiac" ride, the Huskies are back in the Big East championship game.
Tristen Newton had 25 points and nine assists as No. 2 Connecticut advanced Friday with a rollicking 95-90 victory over St. John's at Madison Square Garden. 
Cam Spencer added 20 points and nine assists for the top-seeded Huskies (30-3), who will face 10th-ranked Marquette on Saturday night after the third-seeded Golden Eagles defeated No. 7 seed Providence 79-68 in the second semifinal.
"We're going to treat it like it's the Super Bowl," UConn coach Dan Hurley said.
It's the 11th appearance in the Big East Tournament final for the Huskies and first since Walker carried them to their thrilling 2011 title with five wins in five days. Connecticut had been 0-3 in conference semifinals since rejoining the league in 2020-21 after spending seven seasons in the American Athletic Conference.

    


"We've been (trying) all year to win multiple championships, and this is one of the stops," Newton said. 
St. John's (20-13) fell behind by 14 with 12:28 left and couldn't climb all the way back. The fifth-seeded Red Storm stayed in the game for much of the way against the reigning national champions, but couldn't quite keep up.




Johnnies point guard Daniss Jenkins poured in 27 points before a split crowd inside a rocking Garden for this matchup between original Big East members. Jordan Dingle scored 19.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"These guys played their tails off," Hall of Fame coach Rick Pitino said. "You score 90 points against the defending national champions, I think you're doing a lot of things right."
Alex Karaban had 14 points for the Huskies, who overcame foul trouble for 7-foot-2 center Donovan Clingan. They improved to 6-0 at MSG this season with their sixth consecutive victory overall and 20th in 21 games.
"I think we showed that we could win any type of game," Hurley said. 

    


Playing in the Big East semifinals for the first time since winning the 2000 tournament, St. John's had won six games in a row -- four of them by at least 14 points.
"That's one of the better teams we've played, one of the more talented teams, and clearly an NCAA Tournament team," Hurley said.
Both famous coaches were fired up throughout this one and received matching technical fouls in the first half for yelling at officials.
"I haven't had a technical in a long, long time. I was really looking forward to that moment," the 71-year-old Pitino deadpanned.
After making their final 15 attempts from the field in Thursday's 87-60 quarterfinal rout of Xavier, the Huskies shot 63% with six 3s and made 12 of 13 free throws in the first half to take a 52-47 lead into the break behind Newton's 20 points and six assists.
St. John's stayed close thanks to Jenkins, who scored 14 straight Red Storm points in 3:18 early on.
"Obviously, awesome atmosphere," Hurley said. "Thought it lived up to everything that people hoped for with this game tonight -- the emotions, the intensity, the shot-making. It was just a fun game to be a part of."

    


BRILLIANT BACKCOURT
Newton and Spencer became the only Division I teammates in the past 25 years to each have at least 20 points, eight assists and no more than one turnover in the same game, according to OptaSTATS.
"They're just a great, great offensive basketball team," Pitino said.
BIG PICTURE
St. John's: With their late-season win streak, the Red Storm have made a strong push for their first NCAA Tournament invite since 2019 under coach Chris Mullin. They began the day with an NCAA NET ranking of 32, fourth-best among Big East teams. In his first season at St. John's, Pitino is trying to become the first coach to take six schools to the NCAAs.
"We'll see who we play," a confident Pitino said. "If we get the right matchup, we could cause some serious damage."
UConn: Seeking its eighth Big East Tournament title, which would match Georgetown for the most of any school.
STREAK SNAPPED
Going back to consecutive Big East Tournament championships at Louisville in 2012 and 2013, Pitino had won eight consecutive games in this event. He joked after Thursday's 91-72 quarterfinal win over Hudson River rival Seton Hall that he had told his players they better not sabotage his streak.

    


UP NEXT
UConn swept both games against Marquette during the regular season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Alex Morgan has late goal, leads San Diego past Gotham FC 1-0 in the Challenge Cup

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - San Diego Wave forward Alex Morgan, left, controls the ball as OL Reign defender Lauren Barnes defends during the second half of an NWSL semifinal playoff soccer match Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023, in San Diego. The National Women's Soccer League has a lot to be excited about heading into its 11th season. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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                                        HARRISON, N.J. (AP) -- Alex Morgan scored in the 88th minute and the San Diego Wave won the Challenge Cup with a 1-0 victory over Gotham FC on Friday night in the National Women's Soccer League.
Morgan started the second half as a substitute. She broke the stalemate on a header off a corner kick from Savannah McCaskill, who joined the Wave in the offseason from rival Angel City. 
"The ball came straight to me, so I knew that I couldn't mess it up," Morgan said. 
The Challenge Cup match pitted the winner of last season's league championship and the NWSL Shield winner. Gotham claimed the title after a 2-1 victory over the Seattle Reign, and the Wave finished with the season's best record (11-7-4). The league's regular season opens on Saturday. 
The Wave had a good chance in the 33rd minute, but Gotham goalkeeper Cassie Miller got a hand on Jaedyn Shaw's shot and it popped up and away. 

    


After winning the title, Gotham spent the offseason adding high-profile players that included Crystal Dunn from the Portland Thorns, Rose Lavelle and Emily Sonnett from the Seattle Reign and Tierna Davidson from the Red Stars. All four are U.S. national team regulars. 
Douglas Emhoff, the husband of Vice President Kamala Harris, and Sen. Cory Booker attended the match. They were among the announced crowd of 14,241 at Red Bull Arena. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Emma Hayes says she should not have called intrasquad relationships 'inappropriate'

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Chelsea's coach Emma Hayes directs her team during the UEFA Women's Champions League final soccer match between Chelsea FC and FC Barcelona in Gothenburg, Sweden, on May 16, 2021. New U.S. women's coach Emma Hayes will make her debut with the national team in a pair of exhibition matches against South Korea in June. The United States on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, announced a June 1 match at Dick's Sporting Good Park in Commerce City, Colorado, and a June 4 match at Allianz Field in St. Paul, Minnesota. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Chelsea women's manager Emma Hayes says she was wrong to describe intrasquad player relationships as "inappropriate."
Hayes is finishing out the season at Chelsea in the Women's Super League before she takes over as coach of the U.S. women's national team.
In Hayes' initial comments Thursday, she said player-to-player relationships in a team are " inappropriate " because they have the potential to create extra challenges to manage.
She had been asked about player-coach relationships, which she also said were inappropriate.
"I didn't think it was right for me to use the term 'inappropriate' for the players," Hayes said Friday night after Chelsea beat Arsenal 3-1 in a WSL match.
Chelsea players Jess Carter and Ann-Katrin Berger are currently in a relationship, and after Hayes' initial comment, Carter liked a tweet that said it was "beyond bonkers" to bring player relationships into the conversation about player-coach relationships.

    


Hayes said postmatch that she spoke to Carter and other players about her choice of words.
The manager regretted creating "clickbait headlines" and in that respect, she said, "I let myself down yesterday."




On Thursday, Hayes said player-to-player relationships can be hard to navigate for a coach, and that long term in an "ideal" scenario they wouldn't be part of a team setting.
"I think when we have honest conversations about these things, I don't take those things back," Hayes said Friday. "But I have zero criticism of any player in my dressing room for anything, their professionalism, for what they have given to their club, regardless of their status or who they are in a relationship with. I've been unbelievably supportive of all of the players. I have been a champion for equality and equity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pernille Harder and Magdalena Eriksson have been in a relationship for the past decade and played together at Chelsea for three seasons with Hayes as their manager. They joined Bayern Munich last summer.
Hayes is expected to make her debut leading the U.S. national team in a pair of friendly matches against South Korea in June.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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FIFA gives president Infantino 33% raise in pay deal worth $4.6 million in Women's World Cup year

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FIFA President Giovanni Infantino attends the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup UAE 2024 final match between Brazil and Italy at the Dubai Design District Stadium in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- FIFA raised president Gianni Infantino's base salary 33% last year to lift his total pay package to more than 4.13 million Swiss francs ($4.67 million), soccer's governing body said in its financial report.
Infantino was re-elected unopposed in 2023 to extend his presidency to 11 years before FIFA staged the Women's World Cup in Australia and New Zealand and picked preferred candidates to host two future men's World Cups, including the 2034 edition in Saudi Arabia.
Infantino's pre-tax base salary payment rose by more than 500,000 Swiss francs ($565,000) last year to reach more than 2.46 million Swiss francs ($2.78 million). His annual bonus was 1.65 million Swiss francs ($1.87 million), the same as in 2022 when the men's World Cup was played in Qatar.
The previous FIFA president, Sepp Blatter, had a contracted bonus of $12 million for the 2014 World Cup on top of a $3 million basic salary and annual bonuses.

    


Infantino had a home in Qatar to oversee preparations for the 2022 tournament and now spends time in Florida, where FIFA has offices at Coral Gables, ahead of the United States co-hosting the next men's World Cup with Canada and Mexico. Florida does not have a state income tax.




FIFA has budgeted for total revenue of $11 billion in the four-year financial cycle from 2023 through 2026 with Saudi sponsors including state oil firm Aramco expected to join longtime partners Coca-Cola, Adidas and Visa. The 2026 World Cup will be the first with 48 teams and include 104 games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FIFA's typically conservative projection did not include income for the 32-team men's Club World Cup that launches next year in the U.S.
FIFA paid its CEO-like secretary general Fatma Samoura the same 1.9 million Swiss francs ($2.15 million) package in her final year in the job as in 2022. She got a salary of 1.3 million Swiss francs ($1.47 million) and 600,000 Swiss francs ($670,000) bonus before leaving in December.

    


Infantino has operated as an executive leader despite recommendations by a reforms panel -- of which he was a member -- created after corruption scandals in 2015 that the FIFA president should have a more figurehead role. That reform group also insisted on publishing details of management pay. 
FIFA pay is set up by a compensation panel chaired by Mukul Mudgal, a retired judge from India who oversees governance and compliance at the soccer body, for which he was paid $250,000 last year.
Payments to the 37-member FIFA Council stayed the same. The six vice presidents who lead continental soccer bodies got a net amount of $300,000 plus expenses. Other members got $250,000 plus expenses annually.
The president of European soccer body UEFA, Aleksander Ceferin, also was paid a gross salary without bonus of almost 2.9 million Swiss francs ($3.26 million), according to its financial report published last month.
In comparison, chief executive Richard Masters of the English Premier League, the most lucrative domestic soccer competition, had a salary of 1.8 million pounds ($2.3 million) in 2022.

    


Most of FIFA's commercial income is tied to the men's World Cup and will be booked in the accounts for 2026.
In 2023, the Women's World Cup year, FIFA said it had revenue of $1.17 billion with $456 million from marketing deals and $267 million from broadcasting. Ticket and hospitality sales for the 32-team, 64-game women's tournament were $43 million.
FIFA said it spent and invested almost $1.75 billion in 2023, with $499 million going toward the Women's World Cup. Payments to participating teams, players and their clubs who released them rose to $152 million.
FIFA now pays each of its 211 member federations up to $8 million every four years, and that program was worth $470 million in soccer development funding last year.
Financial reserves fell slightly to almost $3.6 billion, FIFA said, describing the total as "a very solid level." It should fall in each of the next two years then rise again in 2026.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Kane sets scoring records as Bayern routs Darmstadt 5-2 in Bundesliga

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Bayern's Harry Kane reacts after an injury during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Bayern's Harry Kane celebrates after he scored his side's second goal during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Bayern's Serge Gnabry celebrates after he scored his side's fourth goal during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Bayern's head coach Thomas Tuchel celebrates after Bayern's Jamal Musiala scores his side's third goal during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Berlin's Yorbe Vertessen, second from left, scores their side's first goal of the game during the Bundesliga soccer match between 1. FC Union Berlin and Werder Bremen in Berlin, Germany, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Andreas Gora/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Union Berlin players celebrate after Vertessen's goal during the Bundesliga soccer match between 1. FC Union Berlin and Werder Bremen in Berlin, Germany, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Andreas Gora/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Bayern's Serge Gnabry celebrates after he scored his side's fourth goal during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Bayern's head coach Thomas Tuchel celebrates after Bayern's Jamal Musiala scores his side's third goal during a German Bundesliga soccer match between SV Darmstadt 98 and Bayern Munich in Darmstadt, Germany, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Berlin's Yorbe Vertessen, second from left, scores their side's first goal of the game during the Bundesliga soccer match between 1. FC Union Berlin and Werder Bremen in Berlin, Germany, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Andreas Gora/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Union Berlin players celebrate after Vertessen's goal during the Bundesliga soccer match between 1. FC Union Berlin and Werder Bremen in Berlin, Germany, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Andreas Gora/dpa via AP)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Harry Kane has never scored so many league goals.
The England captain claimed his 31st Bundesliga goal on Saturday to help Bayern Munich to a 5-2 win at last-place Darmstadt.
Kane headed in Joshua Kimmich's cross before the break to set the record for goals in a debut Bundesliga season. Uwe Seeler scored 30 goals for Hamburg in the inaugural Bundesliga in 1963-64. Kane also eclipsed his previous best mark of 30 league goals in a season achieved with Tottenham in the Premier League in 2018 and again last season.
Including the Champions League, where Bayern next faces Kane's familiar foe Arsenal, the 30-year-old forward has 37 goals in 36 appearances for Bayern this season. There are still eight rounds of the Bundesliga remaining for him to chase Robert Lewandowski's record of 41 goals in a single season.
Bayern started in control Saturday but was stunned when Darmstadt's Mathias Honsak set up Tim Skarke to score in the 28th.

    


Kane inadvertently set up Jamal Musiala to equalize eight minutes later. The 19-year-old Aleksandar Pavlovic made a great run past a host of defenders and cut the ball back for Kane, whose heavy touch set up Musiala to sweep the ball in.




Kane scored in first-half stoppage time, though there was still time before the break for Oscar Vilhelmsson to strike the crossbar at the other end.
Musiala grabbed his second goal and Serge Gnabry added Bayern's fourth in the second half before Kane went off late after a painful collision with the post. Kane needed some treatment on his left shin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pavlovic, who got his first Germany call-up on Friday, had gone off earlier after a clash of heads. He watched the rest of the match with a swollen left eye.
Mathys Tel scored Bayern's fifth goal in stoppage time. It ensured Bayern scored 13 goals against Darmstadt in their two league matches this season. Bayern won their previous encounter 8-0.

    


Vilhelmsson replied for some Darmstadt consolation. But the promoted team remains last, now six points behind Mainz, which defeated Bochum 2-0 in their relegation fight. Mainz occupies the relegation playoff place, six points behind Bochum in safety.
Bayern's win cut the gap behind Bayer Leverkusen to seven points. The league leader visits Freiburg on Sunday as it aims to take another step to what would be its first Bundesliga title.
Also Saturday, American midfielder Brenden Aaronson scored to help Union Berlin defeat Werder Bremen 2-1, Augsburg defeated 10-man Wolfsburg 3-1 away, and Borussia Monchengladbach drew at Heidenheim 1-1.
High-flying Stuttgart visits Hoffenheim later Saturday.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Italy's Lorenzo Pani scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]
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[image: Italy's Monty Ioane is tackled by Wales' Josh Adams during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (David Davies/PA via AP)]
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[image: Wales' George North goes off injured during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Wales' George North goes off injured during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wales' Aaron Wainwright looks down during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Wales' Aaron Wainwright looks down during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Italy win again in Cardiff and pass Six Nations wooden spoon to Wales

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Italy's Lorenzo Pani scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Italy's Lorenzo Pani scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
Italy's Lorenzo Pani scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italy's Monty Ioane is tackled by Wales' Josh Adams during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (David Davies/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Italy's Monty Ioane is tackled by Wales' Josh Adams during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (David Davies/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
Italy's Monty Ioane is tackled by Wales' Josh Adams during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (David Davies/PA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wales' George North goes off injured during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Wales' George North goes off injured during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Wales' George North goes off injured during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wales' Aaron Wainwright looks down during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Wales' Aaron Wainwright looks down during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Wales' Aaron Wainwright looks down during the Six Nations rugby union international match between Wales and Italy, at the Principality Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Saturday March 16, 2024. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CARDIFF, Wales (AP) -- Italy earned another historic win in Cardiff and left Wales with the dreaded wooden spoon for finishing last in the Six Nations on Saturday.
The Azzurri comfortably won 24-21 to complete their greatest Six Nations.
They have avoided defeat in three consecutive matches for the first time and racked up a record number of competition points. Whether they equal their best finishing position of fourth in 2007 and 2013 depended on the late matches.
Italy received the wooden spoon in the previous eight years, but it was passed to Wales for the first time in 21 years after the Welsh lost all five games in the championship.
Perhaps a fear of the spoon was the reason Wales seemed racked by anxiety, especially in the first half. Knock-ons, dropped passes and missed touch-finders made Wales easier to handle for a highly confident Italy with a superior scrum and panic-free defense.

    


Only when it trailed 18-0 after 46 minutes did Wales shrug off its caution. But Italy moved ahead 24-7. A couple of very late converted tries gave Wales a flattering scoreline.
The humbling was compounded by the sad sight in the dying moments of George North needing help to limp off his 124th and last test match. This was North's swansong to a great 14-year test career.
Despite Wales' losing streak, the bookmakers had the host a nine-point favorite in front of more than 10,000 empty seats in Principality Stadium. But Italy's form and power and defense controlled the match from the start.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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Philipsen edges out Matthews and Pogacar to win Milan-San Remo for 1st monument victory

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, center, winner of the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, poses with second placed Australia's Michael Matthews, left, and third placed Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: The pack rides along the coastline during the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Fabio Ferrari/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: The pack rides through the countryside during the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Fabio Ferrari/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, center, winner of the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, poses with second placed Australia's Michael Matthews, left, and third placed Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, center, winner of the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, celebrates with second placed Australia's Michael Matthews, left, and third placed Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, center, winner of the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, poses with second placed Australia's Michael Matthews, left, and third placed Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, right, outsprints Australia's Michael Matthews, center, and Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar to win the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: The pack rides along the coastline during the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Fabio Ferrari/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, center, winner of the Milan to Sanremo cycling race, celebrates with second placed Australia's Michael Matthews, left, and third placed Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar in San Remo, Italy, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        SAN REMO, Italy (AP) -- Belgian cyclist Jasper Philipsen sprinted to win the fastest-ever Milan-San Remo and claim his first victory in a "monument" race.
The Alpecin-Deceuninck rider edged out Michael Matthews and two-time Tour de France winner Tadej Pogacar on Saturday. Philipsen screamed in joy after crossing the line and beamed broadly as he was embraced by his rivals.
"A monument is something you dream of. Milan-San Remo is maybe one of the only monuments I can win and I'm really proud," Philipsen said. "I had a feeling today that it could be my day, I had really good legs from the start already and I was feeling good. I had the belief in it but of course everything needs to fall in place."
The race had an average speed of 46.1 kph per hour (28.6 mph). Philipsen finished the 288-kilometer (179-mile) route in 6 hours, 14.44 seconds.

    


Pogacar was among the favorites after his dominating win in the Strade Bianche at the start of the month and he attacked near the top of the famous climb up the Poggio but he was swiftly followed by defending champion Mathieu van der Poel.
They had a small gap at the start of the twisty descent to the finish but were feverishly chased by a small but illustrious group that also included Tom Pidcock and 2022 winner Matej Mohoric.




All tried to attack inside the final kilometer but it was Philipsen who edged out Matthews by less than half a bicycle wheel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's hard," Matthews said. "Obviously happy with the podium but, being so close, it's bittersweet. 
"I think tomorrow morning I'll be happy with my performance, but this moment right now, being this close to a monument after so many podiums, it's hard."
The 26-year-old Philipsen won four stages in last year's Tour de France to take his tally to six in the French Grand Tour. He has also won three stages in the Spanish Vuelta.
The Milan-San Remo is the first of the five monument races of the season, followed by Tour of Flanders, Paris-Roubaix, Liege-Bastogne-Liege and Tour of Lombardy.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/milan-san-remo-philipsen-pogacar-0ce8ea4b8442bb506b9a15eddf2f3f5d
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    [image: Chicago Bears wide receiver Keenan Allen speaks at a news conference at Halas Hall in Lake Forest, Ill., Saturday, March 16, 2024. A day after the Chargers released wide receiver Mike Williams, the team decided to ship star wideout Keenan Allen to the Chicago Bears in exchange for a fourth-round pick. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) -- Keenan Allen is looking forward to giving the Chicago Bears a dynamic tandem at wide receiver with DJ Moore and working with whoever the quarterback is next season, whether they stick with Justin Fields or draft Southern California's Caleb Williams with the No. 1 overall pick.
Who will be behind center remains the big question.
"I'm a friendly guy on and off the field," Allen said Saturday, two days after the Bears acquired the six-time Pro Bowler from the Los Angeles Chargers for a fourth-round pick. "Obviously on the football field, I know the game. I know the ins and outs, I know the zones, I know how to beat man, I know pretty much how to play the game. I just think I'm friendly for the quarterback because I'll be in the right spots. I know how to communicate with him and my body language is solid, too."

    


The 31-year-old Allen joins a team that seems serious about winning again. The Bears went 7-10 in their third straight losing season.
But there's a big buzz surrounding the team, particularly with the No. 1 pick and the potential to draft the 2022 Heisman Trophy winner.




"Hell of an athlete," Allen said of Williams. "Obviously, he can make tremendous plays with his feet, with his arm. Looks like he knows the game really well. Really good."
The Bears have the top pick because they acquired Carolina's first-rounder in the trade for Moore a year ago -- and the Panthers finished with a league-worst 2-15 record. Allen said he met Williams once and came away impressed, describing him as a "down-to-earth, chill guy."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Allen has played his entire 11-year career with the Chargers and ranks second in franchise history in receptions (904) and yards receiving (10,530). Since entering the league in 2013, he is third in receptions, sixth in yards and tied for 10th in receiving touchdowns (59).
Allen was leading the NFL in receptions through Week 14 last season, but he missed the final four games because of an ankle injury. He finished sixth with 108 catches and 11th in yards with 1,243.

    


Allen is entering the final season of a four-year contract extension he signed in 2020. He said he hopes to remain in Chicago in the long term, but he and the Bears are "just kind of taking it one day at a time. Got one year left and we'll see what happens."
Allen said at the end of last season that he hoped to spend his entire career with the Chargers. But when they asked him to take a pay cut or restructure his contract, he made his feelings clear.
"I'm not doing it," he said. "I just came off my best season, so it's not happening."
The Chargers were $21 million over the cap at the start of free agency. Besides trading Allen, they released wide receiver Mike Williams, while linebackers Joey Bosa and Khalil Mack agreed to restructure their contracts.
Chicago hasn't finished with a winning record since the 2018 NFC North championship season. But Allen likes the potential of its offense, regardless of who the quarterback is.
The Bears have a new coordinator in Shane Waldron and added running back D'Andre Swift and tight end Gerald Everett in free agency. They now boast what figures to be a dynamic duo at wide receiver.

    


"We can be really special," Allen said. "We got weapons. You got guys who can beat man all over the field. So double teaming one guy is going to be costly for the defense. I think we can use that as our advantage. Having a running back that can come out of the backfield and make plays and beat one-on-ones, that's kind of big."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                                        All Times EDT
Saturday, March 16
NBA
Cleveland at Houston, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Portland at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Washington at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Golden State at LA Lakers, 8:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
New York at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
NHL
Buffalo at Detroit, 12:30 p.m.
Ottawa at NY Islanders, 12:30 p.m.
NY Rangers at Pittsburgh, 3 p.m.
New Jersey at Arizona, 5 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Florida, 6 p.m.
Carolina at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Calgary, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Boston, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Nashville at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Washington at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
MLS
Montreal at Chicago, 2 p.m.
Miami at D.C., 2 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 3:30 p.m.
New York at Columbus, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at New York City, 7:30 p.m.

    


Charlotte at Nashville, 8:30 p.m.
Los Angeles FC at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Austin, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
San Jose at Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.
St. Louis at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.
NWSL
Portland at Kansas City, 1 p.m.




Orlando at Louisville, 4 p.m.
Houston at North Carolina, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Utah, 7:30 p.m.
PWHL
New York at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Ottawa at Boston, 6 p.m.
TOP 25 MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 1 Houston vs. No. 7 Iowa State, Big 12 Tournament - Championship at Kansas City, Mo., 6 p.m.
No. 2 UConn vs. No. 10 Marquette, Big East Tournament - Championship at New York, 6:30 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No. 3 Purdue vs. Wisconsin, Big Ten Tournament - Semifinal at Minneapolis, 1 p.m.
No. 4 North Carolina vs. N.C. State, Atlantic Coast Tournament - Championship at Washington, 8:30 p.m.
No. 12 Auburn vs. Mississippi State, Southeastern Tournament - Semifinal at Nashville, Tenn., 1 p.m.
No. 13 Illinois vs. Nebraska, Big Ten Tournament - Semifinal at Minneapolis. 3 p.m.
TOP 25 WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 25 Fairfield vs. Niagara, Metro Atlantic Tournament- Championship at Atlantic City, N.J., 3:30 p.m.

    


OTHER EVENTS
AUTO RACING
NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series - The Weather Guard Truck Race, Bristol, Tenn.
GOLF
PGA Tour - The Players Championship, Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
TENNIS
ATP/WTA - The BNP Paribas Open, Indian Wells, Calif.
WTA - The Fifth Third Charleston 125, Charleston, S.C.
___
All Times EDT
Sunday, March 17
NBA
Phoenix at Milwaukee, 1 p.m.
Miami at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Denver at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Brooklyn at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at LA Clippers, 9:30 p.m.
NHL
NY Islanders at NY Rangers, 1 p.m.
New Jersey at Vegas, 3:30 p.m.
Carolina at Ottawa, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 6 p.m.
San Jose at Chicago, 6 p.m.
Winnipeg at Columbus, 6 p.m.
Anaheim at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
MLS
Cincinnati at New England, 2 p.m.
Orlando at Atlanta, 7 p.m.
NWSL
Washington at Seattle, 6 p.m.
Bay at Angel City, 7:30 p.m.
PWHL
Toronto at Montreal, 12:30 p.m.
OTHER EVENTS
AUTO RACING
NASCAR Cup Series - The Food City 500, Bristol, Tenn.
GOLF
PGA Tour - The Players Championship, Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
TENNIS
ATP/WTA - The BNP Paribas Open, Indian Wells, Calif.
___
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Brumbies beat Highlanders as Australian teams continue a strong start in Super Rugby Pacific

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Brumbies Corey Toole, center, runs past defenders to score a try during the Super Rugby Pacific match between the Highlanders and the ACT Brumbies at Forsyth Barr Stadium in Dunedin, New Zealand, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (Michael Thomas/AAP Image via AP)]
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                                        DUNEDIN, New Zealand (AP) -- The ACT Brumbies turned in an improved second-half performance to beat the Dunedin-based Highlanders 27-21 in Super Rugby Pacific on Saturday for the third win of the season by an Australian team over a New Zealand opponent.
The Brumbies trailed 11-7 after a frenetic first half but took the lead for the first time in the 42nd minute with a try to winger Corey Toole, his fifth of the season.
The Highlanders regained the lead in the 58th minute with a try to their Billy Harmon. But the Brumbies rallied to retake the lead with a penalty to Noah Lolesio, then a match-winning try to replacement Lachlan Lonergan.
Lolesio kicked five goals from five attempts for 12 points as the Brumbies posted their first win in Dunedin in 13 years.
Sam Gilbert kicked an injury time penalty to give the Highlanders a bonus point.

    


The Brumbies lost 46-12 to the Hamilton-based Chiefs in round two in the only previous match against a New Zealand team this season. They got their season back on track with a 22-19 win over the Western Force last weekend and reproduced the best aspects of the match in the second half Saturday.




"We had a good look at ourselves after the Force game," Brumbies captain Ryan Lonergan said. "We got a win last week but we still weren't happy with the physicality in our breakdown.
"I think in the first 20 minutes here we were still a bit lazy in that area. Then we started to muscle up and we started to play a bit of good footy."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Brumbies were taken out of their comfort zone in a first half which was played at extreme pace and with little structure. The first scrum of the match didn't come until the 37th minute and the Brumbies often found themselves under pressure at breakdowns.
The first try of the match came in the fifth minute when Lonergan was sacked behind a breakdown and the Highlanders toed the ball through to score through Nikita Broughton.

    


Tom Wright scored the Brumbies' first try as they began to assert themselves late in the half and Toole put them ahead with excellent work in a left flank overlap just after the break.
The Brumbies settled into a more structured game in the second half and made good use of contestable kicks and a strong scrum. They were hard-hit by injuries and had to use three captains, finishing the match with James Slipper in charge.
"We spoke at halftime about getting a bit of control," Lonergan said. "That first half was a guide. There was some massive passages and a lot of fatigue in the game.
"We felt we didn't really control it as well as we should have but come the second half we got a bit more ascendancy and were able to control the tempo a bit more through our set piece."
Flyhalf Damian McKenzie kicked 16 points for the Hamilton-based Chiefs who beat the Fijian Drua 46-29. McKenzie kicked seven consecutive goals before missing the conversion of the Chiefs' final try. He also had a hand in several of the Chiefs' six tries. 
In the final match of the fourth round, the Auckland-based Blues beat the New South Wales Waratahs 12-10 in Sydney. The Blues, with three wins in their first four matches, extended their longest winning streak over any team in the competition to 10 matches to leave the Waratahs at 1-3.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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John Catlin shoots 59, lowest score in Asian Tour history

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MACAU, China (AP) -- John Catlin holed a 20-foot eagle putt on Saturday for an 11-under 59 in the International Series Macau, becoming the first player in Asian Tour history with a sub-60 round.
Catlin, a 33-year-old Californian with seven worldwide victories, became the fourth player this year to break 60 following Joaquin Niemann at LIV Golf Mayakoba, and Cristobal Del Solar and Aldrich Potgieter on consecutive days in the Astara Golf Championship in Colombia on the Korn Ferry Tour.
Del Solar shot 57, matching the lowest score on tours recognized by the Official World Golf Ranking.
Catlin played bogey-free at Macau Golf and Country Club, where soft conditions allowed players to lift, clean and place their golf balls in the fairway. He finished birdie-eagle to take a two-shot lead over Jason Kokrak going into the final round.
Catlin said all his passwords end with 59, though he never imagined himself posting what long has been considered golf's magic number.

    


"It's pretty crazy. It hasn't totally sunk in yet," he said.
Catlin is a three-time winner on the European tour whose dip in form sent him to Asian Tour qualifying school, where his career began. Catlin, who played college golf at New Mexico, has four Asian Tour titles.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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Boxing great Roberto Duran receiving medical care for a heart problem

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Boxing great Roberto Duran attends a news conference in New York, on Jan. 14, 2015. The family of boxing great Roberto Duran says he is receiving medical care for a heart problem. The 72-year-old Panamanian was a champion in four different weight classes. His family says he "has suffered a health complication due to an atrioventricular blockade." WBC president Mauricio Sulaiman says in a social media post that Duran is being treated in a hospital in Panama. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) -- Boxing great Roberto Duran was receiving medical care for a heart problem, the family of the 72-year-old Panamanian said Saturday.
Duran, who was a champion in four different weight classes, "has suffered a health complication due to an atrioventricular blockade," his family said in a statement on Duran's Instagram account.
"We are waiting for results so that we can provide more information on his health," the statement continued. "We thank our relatives, friends and all of his supporters who are praying for him."
WBC president Mauricio Sulaiman said in a social media post that Duran was being treated in a hospital in Panama.
"His family is joined by the world in prayers for his successful and prompt recovery, he is a champion and will win this fight," Sulaiman said in the post on X, formerly Twitter.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/roberto-duran-boxing-heart-health-49bd5724abdfecb9ed13400ca5fae9c7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



House leads New Mexico past Colorado State 74-61 in Mountain West semifinal
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Jaelen House scored 19 points and dished eight assists to help lead sixth-seeded New Mexico to a 74-61 win over Colorado State to earn a berth in the Mountain West Conference championship game Friday night. 
The Lobos will face fifth-seeded San Diego State, which knocked off top-seeded Utah State Friday, in the title game.
New Mexico (25-9) held a 33-25 lead at the break and pulled away steadily in the second half. House hit to free throws four minutes into the second half to push the lead into double digits, 41-31. Mustapha Amzil hit a 3 with 9:06 left to make it 58-42. Colorado State got within nine points on several occasions, but could get no closer.
House hit 5 of 12 from the field and was 8-of-8 from the line to lead the Lobos. JT Toppin scored 16 points and grabbed nine rebounds and Amzil contributed 10 points. Nelly Junior Joseph scored nine points and grabbed a dozen rebounds. 

    


Joel Scott finished with 20 points and eight rebounds to lead Colorado State (24-10). Isaiah Stevens added 13 points. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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San Diego State knocks off No. 18 Utah State 86-70 in MWC semifinals

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: San Diego State forward Jaedon LeDee (13) dunks against Utah State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | San Diego State forward Jaedon LeDee (13) dunks against Utah State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)
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[image: San Diego State guard Lamont Butler drives past Utah State players, including guard Darius Brown II (10), during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. San Diego State won 86-70. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State center Isaac Johnson (20) grabs a rebound next to San Diego State forward Elijah Saunders (25) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: San Diego State's forward Jay Pal (4) dunks near Utah State's Great Osobor (1), Javon Jackson (22) and Mason Falslev (12) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State forward Great Osobor dunks against San Diego State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State guard Darius Brown II (10) drives against San Diego State guard Lamont Butler (5) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: San Diego State guard Lamont Butler, center, and Utah State's Karson Templin, back, and Mason Falslev, right, scramble for the ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State guard Ian Martinez (4) gestures after making a 3-pointer against San Diego State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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San Diego State forward Jaedon LeDee (13) dunks against Utah State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)
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[image: San Diego State guard Lamont Butler drives past Utah State players, including guard Darius Brown II (10), during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. San Diego State won 86-70. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State center Isaac Johnson (20) grabs a rebound next to San Diego State forward Elijah Saunders (25) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: San Diego State's forward Jay Pal (4) dunks near Utah State's Great Osobor (1), Javon Jackson (22) and Mason Falslev (12) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State forward Great Osobor dunks against San Diego State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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Utah State forward Great Osobor dunks against San Diego State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)
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[image: Utah State guard Darius Brown II (10) drives against San Diego State guard Lamont Butler (5) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: San Diego State guard Lamont Butler, center, and Utah State's Karson Templin, back, and Mason Falslev, right, scramble for the ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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[image: Utah State guard Ian Martinez (4) gestures after making a 3-pointer against San Diego State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Mountain West Conference men's tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ronda Churchill)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Jaedon LeDee scored 22 points and San Diego State beat No. 18 Utah State 86-70 on Friday night to reach the final of the Mountain West Conference Tournament.
Lamont Butler added 16 points and Micah Parrish had 15 points for the Aztecs (24-9).
"This team has always had great resolve," said San Diego State coach Brian Dutcher, who has led the Aztecs to the conference tournament final for seven straight years. "It's got a great grit about it. And we got down 17 in the first half. We don't panic. We just fight our way. Fight, fight, fight, and we caught a break."
San Diego State will play New Mexico in Saturday's championship game. The Lobos beat Colorado State 74-61 in the other semifinal.
Great Osobor led the top-seeded Aggies (27-6) with 19 points and 10 rebounds while Ian Martinez scored 16 points and Isaac Johnson added 11.

    


"They were the tougher team, the more physical team," said Utah State coach Danny Sprinkle. "They kind of brought the fight, and we didn't respond at times. That's what San Diego State does to people. You have to punch back, and I thought we did early. We had some careless fouls. Great picking up his second. He's too good of a player to pick up a foul like that, and that changed the game. I think they outscored us by 14 the last six and a half minutes of that first half, but it was toughness plays."




San Diego State, the No. 5 seed, trailed by 17 in the first half but built a 69-56 lead with 8:12 left in the game led by LeDee, who scored 13 of his points during that span.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both LeDee and Osobor were in foul trouble midway through the second half. Osobor picked up his third foul with 13:21 and sat out almost three minutes. LeDee picked up a third foul with 8:51, but stayed in the game.
Osobor made one of two free throws to cut the Aztecs' lead to seven, but LeDee made two free throws and Butler added another to build the lead back to 10.

    


LeDee fouled out with 2:03 but the Aggies never got closer than eight points.
"Every time we have close games we have to get over the hump," Parrish said. "This past recent couple of weeks, we haven't been able to get over the hump. So it's nice to finally get over the hump again and know what it feels like to finish games. That's going to help us in the future."
For the second straight game in the tournament, Darrion Trammell hit a 3-pointer as the first half ended to cut the Aggies' lead to 39-36 at halftime.
Utah State led 34-17 when Osobor left the game with 6:22 left in the half. At that time, the MWC Player of the Year had 11 points. San Diego State immediately went on a seven-point run, sparked by a dunk by LeDee.
LeDee, who scored 34 points on Thursday against UNLV, played only eight minutes in the first half and scored five points.
BIG PICTURE
SAN DIEGO STATE: The Aztecs had only five points off the bench on Thursday against UNLV, but had five in the first half against Utah State. Reese Waters scored 11 points off the bench against Utah State.
UTAH STATE: The Aggies, under first-year coach Danny Sprinkle, finished as regular-season champions and will wait until Sunday to find out their NCAA Tournament fate.

    


UP NEXT
San Diego State plays New Mexico in the championship game on Saturday.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Simpson scores 16 points and Colorado defeats Washington State 58-52 in Pac-12 semifinals

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley (1) and center Eddie Lampkin Jr. (44) celebrate as Colorado leads Washington State in the final seconds during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley (1) and center Eddie Lampkin Jr. (44) celebrate as Colorado leads Washington State in the final seconds during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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[image: Colorado forward Bangot Dak (12) dunks against the Washington State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) celebrates after a play against Washington State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Colorado center Eddie Lampkin Jr. (44) guards Washington State forward Jaylen Wells (0) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Washington State guard Kymany Houinsou (31) pokes Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley (1) in the eye during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Colorado forward Bangot Dak (12) dunks against the Washington State during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) celebrates after a play against Washington State during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Colorado center Eddie Lampkin Jr. (44) guards Washington State forward Jaylen Wells (0) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Washington State had failed to reach 60 points just once this season.
That is, until Friday night.
Colorado held Washington State to a season low in points, KJ Simpson scored 16 points and the Buffaloes defeated the 22nd-ranked Cougars 58-52 in the Pac-12 Tournament semifinals. 
Tristan Da Silva had 13 points and J'Vonne Hadley added 12 for the third-seeded Buffaloes (24-9), who extended their winning streak to eight games and will play fourth-seeded Oregon (22-11) in Saturday's championship game. Colorado also tied the school record set in 2010-11 and 2011-12 for most victories in a season.
Washington State (24-9) will wait to see on Sunday where it is headed in the NCAA Tournament, but coach Kyle Smith said it was difficult to think about that after this loss.
"It's kind of weird, you play a postseason tournament and then you've got another tournament," Smith said. "It hurts too much to try to go there (emotionally). We had some long faces. It was pretty emotional for guys who really wanted it."

    


Isaac Jones led the Cougars with 13 points, Jaylen Wells had 11 and Myles Rice finished with 10.




Simpson held Rice, the Pac-12 freshman of the year, to 4-of-13 shooting, including 0 for 6 from 3-point range.
"I have a chip on my shoulder not being (all-conference) first team on defense," Simpson said, "and going out there and proving everybody wrong."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His coach backed up that statement.
"KJ Simpson's the best defensive point guard in this league," Tad Boyle said. "It's not even close."
Washington State's previous season low was 58 points in a 22-point loss at Utah on Dec. 29.
"Our defense has gotten a lot better over the last three, four weeks," Boyle said. "We forced them into 19 turnovers. That's something that Washington State doesn't do very often is turn the ball over, so our pressure, I think, got to them."
This is the third time in four years Colorado has appeared in at least the semifinals, and the Buffaloes are making their first trip to the championship game since 2021. Colorado lost to Oregon State 70-68 in that game.

    


Washington State has never played in the conference championship and won't now with the Pac-12 about to become the Pac-2 with 10 of its members leaving. The Cougars are staying behind with Oregon State, but will be aligned with the West Coast Conference. The WCC also plays its tournament in Las Vegas.
This was just the Cougars' fourth trip to the semis and first since 2008.
Colorado led the entire second half before Washington State caught the Buffaloes and took a 50-49 lead with 3:11 left.
But Colorado immediately took the lead back, this time for good, on two free throws by Simpson and a fastbreak layup by Hadley.
"I went to the huddle and told them, 'We've got to win this game,'" Hadley said. "That's all that mattered, and that's all we did. It wasn't about who was scoring the ball. It was about rebounding, defense and winning the game."
BIG PICTURE
Colorado: The Buffaloes have the chance to be the first and last winners of the Pac-12 Tournament, at least in its current form. They captured the first one after the conference expanded to 12 teams in 2012, winning four games in four days as the No. 6 seed.

    


Washington State: ESPN's Joe Lunardi lists the Cougars as a No. 5 seed, and CBS's Jerry Palm places the Cougars as a No. 7 seed. They are 43rd in the NCAA's NET rankings and Kenpom. Washington State won six Quad 1 games, so that helps its argument for a higher seed.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump leaves Manhattan criminal court, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. Judge Juan Manuel Merchan agreed Friday, March 16, to delay former President Donald Trump's hush-money criminal trial in New York until mid-April after his lawyers said they needed more time to sift through new evidence. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: Judge Juan Merchan poses for a picture in his chambers in New York, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Merchan is poised to become the first judge ever to oversee a former U.S. president's criminal trial. He's presiding over Donald Trump's hush money case in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump's New York hush-money criminal trial was delayed Friday until at least mid-April as the judge seeks answers about a last-minute evidence dump that the former president's lawyers said has hampered their ability to prepare their defense. 
Manhattan Judge Juan Manuel Merchan agreed to a 30-day delay starting Friday and scheduled a hearing for March 25 after Trump's lawyers complained that they only recently started receiving more than 100,000 pages of documents from a previous federal investigation into the matter.
The trial had been scheduled to start on March 25. The delay means the trial would start no earlier than April 15. Prosecutors had said they wouldn't object to a short delay. Trump's lawyers have requested a three-month delay as well as asking for the case to be thrown out.
In a statement Friday, the Trump campaign continued to argue that the case "has no basis in law or fact, and should be dismissed."

    


In a letter Friday, Merchan told Manhattan prosecutors and Trump's defense team that he wanted to assess "who, if anyone, is at fault for the late production of the documents," whether it hurt either side and whether any sanctions are warranted.




The judge demanded a timeline of events detailing when the documents were requested and when they were turned over. He also wants all correspondence between the Manhattan district attorney's office, which is prosecuting Trump, and the U.S. attorney's office, which previously investigated the matter in 2018.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Manhattan district attorney's office declined comment. Trump lawyer Todd Blanche also declined comment. 
Merchan's decision upended what had been on track to be the first of Trump's four criminal indictments to go to trial. Trump, the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee, has fought to delay all of his criminal cases, arguing that he shouldn't be forced into a courtroom while he should be on the campaign trial.

    


Trump's lawyers raised the evidence issue last week, though their court filing wasn't made public until Thursday. In their motion, they made multiple requests. Among them, they asked for a 90-day delay, which would push the start of the trial into the early summer; that certain witness testimony be precluded; and that Trump's charges be dismissed.
Prosecutors said they were ready to proceed to trial on March 25, but were OK with a 30-day adjournment "in an abundance of caution and to ensure that defendant has sufficient time to review the new materials."
"Trial on this matter is adjourned for 30 days from the date of this letter on consent of the People," Merchan wrote, referring to the prosecution. "The Court will set the new trial date, if necessary, when it rules on Defendant's motion following the hearing."
Merchan said his prior directive that the parties, including Trump, "not engage or otherwise enter into any commitment pending completion of this trial" remains in effect.
Trump's lawyers said they have received tens of thousands of pages of evidence in the last two weeks from the U.S. attorney's office in Manhattan, which investigated the hush money arrangement while Trump was president.

    


The evidence includes records about former Trump lawyer-turned-prosecution witness Michael Cohen that are "exculpatory and favorable to the defense," Trump's lawyers said. Prosecutors said most of the newly turned over material is "largely irrelevant to the subject matter of this case," though some records are pertinent.
The hush money case centers on allegations that Trump falsified his company's records to hide the true nature of payments to Cohen, who paid porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000 during the 2016 presidential campaign to suppress her claims of an extramarital sexual encounter with Trump years earlier.
Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records and has denied having a sexual encounter with Daniels. His lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses and were not part of any cover-up. 

    


Prosecutors contend Trump's lawyers caused the evidence problem by waiting until Jan. 18 -- a mere nine weeks before the scheduled start of jury selection -- to subpoena the U.S. attorney's office for the full case file.
District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office said it requested the full file last year but the U.S. attorney's office only turned over a subset of records. Trump's lawyers received that material last June and had ample time to seek additional evidence from the federal probe, the district attorney's office said.
Short trial delays because of issues with evidence aren't unusual, but any delay in a case involving Trump would be significant, with trial dates in his other criminal cases up in the air and Election Day less than eight months away.
The defense has also sought to delay the trial until after the Supreme Court rules on Trump's presidential immunity claims, which his lawyers say could apply to some of the allegations and evidence in the hush money case. The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments April 25.

    


Trump has repeatedly sought to postpone his criminal trials while he campaigns to retake the White House.
"We want delays," Trump told reporters as he headed into a Feb. 15 hearing in New York. "Obviously I'm running for election. How can you run for election if you're sitting in a courthouse in Manhattan all day long?"
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Biden backs Schumer after senator calls for new elections in Israel

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., says Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way," and is now an obstacle to peace in the region. He's calling on Israel to hold new elections.(March 14)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden expressed support Friday for Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer after the senator called for new elections in Israel, the latest sign that the U.S. relationship with its closest Middle East ally is careening toward fracture over the war in Gaza.
Schumer, a Jewish Democrat from New York, sent tremors through both countries this week when he said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "lost his way" and warned that "Israel cannot survive if it becomes a pariah" as the Palestinian death toll continues to grow.
"He made a good speech," Biden said in the Oval Office during a meeting with Ireland's prime minister. "I think he expressed serious concerns shared not only by him but by many Americans."
The Democratic president did not repeat Schumer's appeal for Israel to hold elections, a step that would likely end Netanyahu's tenure because of mounting discontent with his leadership. But Biden's comments reflect his own frustration with an Israeli prime minister who has hindered efforts to expand humanitarian assistance in Gaza and opposed the creation of an independent Palestinian state.

    


The latest point of friction has been Israel's goal of pursuing Hamas into Rafah, a city in southern Gaza where 1.4 million displaced Palestinians have fled to avoid fighting in the north. Netanyahu's office said Friday that it approved a military operation that would involve evacuating civilians, but U.S. officials are concerned about the potential for a new wave of bloodshed.




U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking from Vienna, said, "We have to see a clear and implementable plan" to safeguard innocent people from an Israeli incursion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have not seen such a plan," he said.
However, Blinken said tough conversations between Israeli and American leaders do not mean the alliance is fraying.
"That's actually the strength of the relationship, to be able to speak clearly, candidly and directly," he said.

    


It's possible that an attack on Rafah could be avoided. Negotiations over a cease-fire and the release of hostages are underway in Qatar, where Netanyahu agreed to send a delegation to continue talks.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby said the U.S. would not have its own team at the negotiations but will remain engaged in the process.
He also said it's "up to the Israeli people to decide" whether there should be elections. Asked about why Biden praised Schumer's speech, Kirby said the president appreciated the senator's "passion." 
Biden's rhetoric on the war has evolved since the conflict began on Oct. 7, when Hamas killed 1,200 Israelis in a surprise attack. The president immediately embraced Netanyahu and Israel while also warning against being "consumed" by rage.
Since then, Israel has killed more than 30,000 Palestinians in Gaza. And while Biden continues to back Israel's right to defend itself, he's increased his criticisms of Netanyahu. 
After his State of the Union speech earlier this month, Biden said that he needed to have a "come to Jesus" conversation with Netanyahu. He also accused Netanyahu of "hurting Israel more than helping Israel" with his leadership of the war.

    


Biden is trying to navigate between a Republican Party with an "Israel right or wrong" mindset and a deeply divided Democratic Party, said Aaron David Miller, who has advised administrations from both parties on the Middle East.
He described the U.S. approach to Israel as "passive aggressive," with escalating rhetoric but no concrete steps like withholding military assistance.
"I haven't seen it," Miller said. "And we're six months into the war."
Americans have increasingly soured on Israel's military operation in Gaza, according to surveys from The Associated Press and the NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. In January, 50% of U.S. adults said the military response from Israel in the Gaza Strip had gone too far, up from 40% in November. It's a sentiment even more common among Democrats, with about 6 in 10 saying the same thing in both surveys. 

    


Reckoning with shifts in Israeli and American politics has been challenging for Biden. A self-described Zionist, Biden's political career began several decades ago when Israel was led by liberal leaders and the country enjoyed broad bipartisan support in its battle for survival against its Arab neighbors.
Since then, the failure of peace talks with Palestinians and the growing power of conservative Israeli politicians has led to a growing tension. 
Biden's praise for Schumer could upset Netanyahu, who has already chafed at what he sees as American meddling in Israeli politics. 
"One would expect Sen. Schumer to respect Israel's elected government and not undermine it," said a statement from Likud, Netanyahu's political party. "This is always true, and even more so in wartime."

    


Netanyahu has a long history of defying U.S. presidents, particularly Democratic ones. He fought President Barack Obama's push for a nuclear deal with Iran, and he accepted a Republican invitation to address Congress to demonstrate his opposition. Before that, he clashed with President Bill Clinton over efforts to create an independent state for Palestinians, who have lived for decades under Israeli military occupation. 
Democratic anger over Israel's siege of Gaza has focused on Netanyahu, Israel's longest-serving prime minister who leads a right-wing coalition that includes ultranationalist politicians. He also faces corruption charges in a long-delayed trial and declining popularity over his failure to prevent Hamas' attack or secure the return of all Israeli hostages being held in Gaza. 
Public opinion surveys suggest that, if elections were held now, Netanyahu would likely lose to Benny Gantz, a former military leader who is a centrist member of Israel's war cabinet.
"Netanyahu has an interest in buying time," said Gideon Rahat, a senior fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute and professor of political science at Hebrew University. "That's always his interest, not to have elections, to stay in power."
Rahat also said a different Israeli leader might approach the war differently, causing less strain with Washington.
"Another government would pursue not only a military but also a diplomatic and foreign affairs solution, one involving the PA," a reference to the Palestinian Authority that operates in the West Bank, Rahat said. "Another government would give more aid to Gaza and would run the war with a better distinction between Hamas and the Palestinians." 
However, replacing Netanyahu would not necessarily end the war or stop the rightward shift that has been underway in Israel for years.
Jewish Israelis believe by a slim majority that their leaders' judgment should be prioritized over coordinating with the U.S., according to a January poll from the Israel Democracy Institute. In addition, the Israeli Defense Forces receive wide support for their performance in Gaza. 
Gantz also criticized Schumer's remarks, although not as harshly as Likud did. He wrote on social media that the senator is "a friend of Israel" who "erred in his remarks." 
"Israel is a robust democracy, and only its citizens will decide its future and leadership," Gantz said. "Any external interference on the matter is counter-productive and unacceptable."
___
Julia Frankel in Jerusalem and Matt Lee in Vienna contributed to this report. Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and Darlene Superville contributed from Washington. 
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Former Vice President Mike Pence says he's not endorsing Trump
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former Vice President Mike Pence says he will not be backing Donald Trump in the 2024 election.
"It should come as no surprise that I will not be endorsing Donald Trump this year," Pence said in an interview with Fox News Channel Friday, weighing in for the first time since the former president became the presumptive GOP nominee. Pence ran against Trump for their party's nomination but dropped his bid before voting began last year.
The decision makes Pence the latest in a series of senior Trump administration officials who have declined to endorse their former boss's bid to return to the Oval Office. While Republican members of Congress and other GOP officials have largely rallied behind Trump, a vocal minority has continued to oppose his bid. 
It also marks the end of a metamorphosis for Pence, who had long been seen as one of Trump's most loyal defenders but broke with his two-time running mate by refusing to go along with Trump's unconstitutional scheme to try to remain in power after losing the 2020 election. When Trump's supporters stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, trying to disrupt the certification of Joe Biden's win, Pence was forced to flee to a Senate loading dock as rioters chanted, "Hang Mike Pence!" outside.

    


In order to participate in the Republican primary debates, Pence was required to sign a pledge saying that he would support the party's eventual nominee. And during the first debate in Milwaukee, Pence was among the candidates who raised their hands when asked whether they would support Trump even if he were convicted in one of his four criminal indictments.




But Pence had made clear he had come to harbor serious reservations about Trump's actions and his policy stances.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I believe anyone that puts themselves over the Constitution should never be president of the United States and anyone who asks someone else to put them over the Constitution should never be president of the United States again," he said during his campaign launch speech.

    


As the campaign progressed, he raised alarms about the party's resistance to sending aid to Ukraine and called on his fellow Republicans to reject what he called the "siren song of populism" espoused by Trump and his followers.
In the interview on Fox's "The Story with Martha MacCallum," Pence said he was "incredibly proud" of his and Trump's record in office, but said, "During my presidential campaign I made it clear that there were profound differences between me and President Trump on a range of issues, and not just our difference on my Constitutional duties that I exercised on January the 6th."
"I mean, as I have watched his candidacy unfold, I've seen him walking away from our commitment to confronting the national debt. I've seen him starting to shy away from a commitment to the sanctity of human life," he went on, also referencing what he called Trump's "reversal on getting tough on China and supporting our administration's effort to force" the sale of the popular TikTok app.
"In each of these cases, Donald Trump is pursuing and articulating an agenda that is at odds with the conservative agenda that we governed on during our four years. And that's why I cannot in conscience endorse Donald Trump in this campaign," he said.
Pence declined to say whom he would be voting for -- "I'm going to keep my vote to myself," he said -- but made clear it wouldn't be Biden.
"I would never vote for Joe Biden," he said. "I'm a Republican."
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Vice President Harris and rapper Fat Joe team up for discussion on easing marijuana penalties
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and rapper Fat Joe led a White House discussion Friday on easing marijuana penalties, with Harris saying it's "absurd" that the federal government classifies marijuana as more dangerous than fentanyl, the synthetic opioid blamed for tens of thousands of deaths annually the United States.
Harris, a former state prosecutor in California, also criticized the federal classification of cannabis as "patently unfair." The government currently is reviewing how it classifies marijuana, and Harris urged that the process be wrapped up as quickly as possible.
Fat Joe, a Grammy-nominated artist and philanthropist whose real name is Joseph Cartagena, moderated a subsequent closed-door discussion that included Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear and individuals who received pardons for prior marijuana convictions.

    


President Joe Biden has issued pardons to thousands of people for federal marijuana possession and commuted long sentences handed down for nonviolent drug offenses. In 2022, he urged governors to pardon state offenses. Beshear then invited people convicted of simple marijuana possession to apply for pardons in Kentucky. Biden launched the process to review how marijuana is classified in 2022.




A full seven in 10 U.S. adults favor legalizing marijuana, according to Gallup polling. Support for legalization is closer to eight in 10 among 18- to 34-year-olds, a demographic whose support for Biden, who is seeking reelection, has softened since he took office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I cannot emphasize enough that they need to get to it as quickly as possible and we need to have a resolution based on their findings and their assessment," Harris said of the Departments of Health and Human Services and Justice, which are handling the review. 
"But this issue is stark when one considers the fact that on the schedule currently marijuana is considered as dangerous as heroin," she said during the public portion of the meeting. "Marijuana is considered as dangerous as heroin and more dangerous than fentanyl, which is absurd. Not to mention patently unfair."

    


"So I'm sure DEA is working as quickly as possible and will continue to do so and we look forward to the product of their work," the vice president said, referring to the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic opioid blamed for tens of thousands of deaths annually in America. 
U.S. regulators are studying reclassifying marijuana shifting it from a drug that has "no currently accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse," known as "Schedule I," to the less tightly regulated "Schedule III."
Biden mentioned the marijuana classification review during his State of the Union address earlier this month. He said during a campaign appearance in Milwaukee this week that "no one should be jailed for marijuana."
"If you're just using, you should have that wiped off your record," Biden said.
Cartagena opened the roundtable by saying he's hot on the issue of price transparency in health care "but, today, when the vice president calls me, I stop everything."
He got a little ahead of himself when he proceeded to dismiss journalists so the closed-door discussion could begin, prompting Harris to tell him to "hold on" because she had a statement to make, too.
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Latvia starts criminal proceedings against an EU Parliament lawmaker suspected of spying for Russia

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - European Parliament President Roberta Metsola speaks during a media conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 14, 2023. Media reports in Latvia say that the country's state security service has started criminal proceedings against an European Parliament lawmaker and a citizen of the Baltic country who is suspected of cooperating with Russian intelligence and security services. Latvian media outlets reported Saturday, March 16, 2024 that Latvian security service has been investigating the activities of 73-year-old Tatjana Zdanoka and her alleged Russia ties over the past several weeks. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, file)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - European Parliament President Roberta Metsola speaks during a media conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 14, 2023. Media reports in Latvia say that the country's state security service has started criminal proceedings against an European Parliament lawmaker and a citizen of the Baltic country who is suspected of cooperating with Russian intelligence and security services. Latvian media outlets reported Saturday, March 16, 2024 that Latvian security service has been investigating the activities of 73-year-old Tatjana Zdanoka and her alleged Russia ties over the past several weeks. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, file)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- Latvia s state security service has started criminal proceedings against an European Parliament lawmaker and a citizen of the Baltic country who is suspected of cooperating with Russian intelligence and security services, according to Latvian media reports Saturday.
Latvian media outlets reported that the security service, known by the abbreviation VDD, has been investigating the activities of Tatjana Zdanoka, 73, and her alleged Russia ties over the past several weeks since reports were published in January by Russian, Nordic and Baltic news sites saying that she has been an agent for the Russian Federal Security Service, or FSB, since at least 2004.
According to news agency LETA, the Latvian security service decided to start a criminal process against Zdanoka on Feb. 22. The security service couldn't immediately be reached for comment. Zdanoka has denied all the allegations against her.

    


The European Parliament said late January that it had opened an investigation into news reports that a Latvian member of the assembly -- Zdanoka -- has been working as a Russian agent for several years. The European Union's legislative body, based in Strasbourg, France, said it was taking the allegations very seriously.




Following a joint investigation, the independent Russian investigative journalism site The Insider, its Latvian equivalent Re:Baltica, news portal Delfi Estonia, and Swedish newspaper Expressen published on Jan. 29 a number of emails that they said were leaked and showed Zdanoka's interactions with her handler.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Expressen claimed that Zdanoka has been spreading propaganda about alleged violations of the rights of Russians living in Baltic countries and arguing for a pro-Kremlin policy, among other things. She has also refused to condemn Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the paper said.
Latvia, a Baltic nation of 1.9 million people, and neighboring Estonia, are both home to a sizable ethnic Russian minority of about 25% of the population. Both countries are ex-Soviet republics.

    


Over the past few years, Moscow has routinely accused Latvia and Estonia of discriminating against their Russian-speaking populations.
Zdanoka's resume, which is posted on the European Parliament website, lists her as the president of the EU Russian-Speakers' Alliance, a nongovernmental organization, since 2007. She was first elected to the European Parliament in 2004.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/latvia-lawmaker-european-parliament-espionage-russia-e93ae98adc57d36f3a98d6e2843cf6f1
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Vaughan Gething won the Welsh Labour Party leadership contest on Saturday, and is set to become the first Black leader of Wales' semi-autonomous government.
Gething, the son of a Welsh father and a Zambian mother, will be the first Black leader of a government in the U.K. -- and, according to him, of any European country.
"Today, we turn a page in the book of our nation's history. A history we write together," Gething said in his victory speech. "Not just because I have the honor of becoming the first Black leader in any European country -- but because the generational dial has jumped too.
"I want us to use this moment as a starting point, for a more confident march into the future," he added.
Gething, who is currently Welsh economy minister, narrowly beat Education Minister Jeremy Miles in a race to replace First Minister Mark Drakeford. Drakeford, 69, announced late last year he would step down once a replacement was chosen.

    


Gething, 50, won 51.7% of the votes cast by members of the party and affiliated trade unions, and Miles 48.3%.
Once he is confirmed on Wednesday by the Welsh parliament, the Senedd, where Labour is the largest party, Gething will become the fifth first minister since Wales' national legislature was established in 1999.




Once Gething is in the post, three of the U.K.'s four governments will have nonwhite leaders. U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has Indian heritage, while Scottish First Minister Humza Yousaf was born to a Pakistani family in Britain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Northern Ireland is led jointly by Michelle O'Neill and Emma Little-Pengelly, meaning that for the first time there are no white male heads of government in the U.K.
Wales, which has a population of about 3 million, is one of four parts of the United Kingdom, along with England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The British government in London is responsible for defense, foreign affairs and other U.K.-wide issues, while administrations in Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast control areas such as education and health.

    


Gething was Wales' health minister during the COVID-19 pandemic, and as economy minister has had to deal with fallout from Tata Steel's plan to close both blast furnaces at its plant in Port Talbot, eliminating 2,800 jobs at one of Wales' biggest employers.
He'll take over a government that is often at odds with Sunak's Conservative administration in London. Wales has also seen a wave of protests over environmental rules by farmers, similar to those that have roiled France and other European countries.
Gething was the front-runner to win the contest, though his campaign was rattled by the revelation that he'd accepted 200,000 pounds ($255,000) in donations from a recycling company that was found guilty of environmental offenses and breaching health and safety regulations.
Gething said that the donations were properly declared under electoral rules.
Other party leaders offered congratulations to Gething, along with a dose of skepticism.
"I daresay it will be business as usual, because he's been cut of the same cloth as Mark Drakeford," Welsh Conservative leader Andrew R.T. Davies said.
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India's navy intercepts a bulk carrier hijacked by Somali pirates

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photograph shared by Indian navy on the X platform shows people on board the hijacked ship ex-MV Ruen, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Indian navy says that it has intercepted the ship and has demanded that the pirates surrender and release all civilians held hostage on the ship. (Indian Navy on X via AP)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- The Indian navy on Saturday said it intercepted a bulk carrier that was hijacked by Somali pirates and demanded they surrender. 
The navy said it intercepted the Maltese-flagged MV Ruen on Friday after it opened fire on an Indian warship in international waters. 
"The pirates onboard the vessel have been called upon to surrender and release the vessel and any civilians they may be holding against their will," the navy said in a statement on X, formerly Twitter.
The vessel was boarded by pirates on Dec. 14 and had 18 crew onboard when it was hijacked near the Yemeni island of Socotra, around 240 kilometers (150 miles) off Somalia.
Activity from Somali pirates has dropped in recent years, but there has been growing concern it could resume amid the political uncertainty and wider chaos in the region that has included attacks on global shipping by Yemeni Houthi rebels.

    


India recently began to flex its its naval power in international waters, including anti-piracy patrols and a widely publicized deployment close to the Red Sea to help protect ships from attacks during Israel's war with Hamas.
The navy has helped at least four merchant vessels that were attacked in high seas by Houthi rebels. Indian forces include three guided missile destroyers and reconnaissance aircraft.
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India announces 6-week general elections starting April 19 with Modi's BJP topping surveys

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Chief Election Commissioner of India, Rajiv Kumar, speaks at a press conference organized by the commission to announce dates for the national elections, in New Delhi, India, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India on Saturday announced its 6-week-long general elections will start on April 19, with most surveys predicting a victory for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party. 
Voting in the world's largest democracy will stretch over seven phases, with different states voting at different times and results will be announced on June 4. Over 970 million voters -- more than 10% of the world's population -- will elect 543 members for the lower house of Parliament for a term of five years. 
Modi, who is seeking a third consecutive term, faces little challenge as the main opposition alliance of over two dozen regional parties led by the Indian National Congress party appears to be cracking, riven by rivalries, political defections and ideological clashes. 
Analysts say the elections are likely to cement Modi as one of India's most enduring most consequential leaders who has sought to transform the country from a secular democracy into an avowedly Hindu nation.

    


Each election phase will last one day and several constituencies -- spread across multiple states, densely populated cities and far-flung villages -- will vote that day. The staggered polling allows the government to deploy tens of thousands of troops to prevent violence and transport electoral officials and voting machines.




India has a first-past-the-post multiparty electoral system in which the candidate who receives the most votes wins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ahead of the polls, Modi has been travelling across the country inaugurating new projects, making speeches and engaging with voters. Support for the leader surged after he opened a Hindu temple in northern Ayodhya city in January, which many saw as the unofficial start of his election campaign because it fulfilled his party's long-held Hindu nationalist pledge.
The 73-year-old Modi first swept to power in 2014 on promises of economic development, presenting himself as an outsider cracking down on the political elite. Since then, he has grown increasingly popular and mixed religion with politics in a formula that has resonated deeply with the country's majority Hindu population even if it undermines India's secular roots.

    


The elections come as India's clout on the global stage has risen under Modi, thanks to its large economy and partly because it is seen as a counterweight to a rising China. 
Critics say that nearly a decade of Modi's rule has been marked by rising unemployment even as its economy swells, attacks by Hindu nationalists against the country's minorities, particularly Muslims, and a shrinking space for dissent and free media. The opposition says a win by Modi's party could threaten India's status as a secular, democratic nation.
A victory for Modi's BJP would follow a 2019 electoral triumph, when it secured an absolute majority with 303 parliamentary seats against 52 held by the Congress party.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-general-elections-2024-52fe2ee3260624c1658bacdbb1bd15a5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AP reporters aboard a US military plane watch small batches of aid airdropped on a destroyed Gaza

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Members of the U.S. Air Force fly over the Mediterranean Sea toward the coast to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An airplane from U.S. Air force airdrops humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A member of U.S. Air force collects the cables following the parachutes been dropped with humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force check the containers before loading an airplane with humanitarian aid to be dropped over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air force stand next to containers with humanitarian aid as they fly toward Gaza Strip after departing from Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A members of the U.S. Air Force checks the containers with humanitarian aid as he flies toward Gaza Strip after departing from Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A member of the U.S. Air Force stands in front of the airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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    [image: Members of the U.S. Air Force fly over the Mediterranean Sea toward the coast to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 24 | Members of the U.S. Air Force fly over the Mediterranean Sea toward the coast to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: An airplane from U.S. Air force airdrops humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An airplane from U.S. Air force airdrops humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An airplane from U.S. Air force airdrops humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An airplane from U.S. Air force airdrops humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A member of U.S. Air force collects the cables following the parachutes been dropped with humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A member of U.S. Air force collects the cables following the parachutes been dropped with humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 24 | Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 24
Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through a window of an airplane from the U.S. Air force overflying the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Destroyed buildings are seen through the window of an airplane from the U.S. Air Force, as they stand in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force check the containers before loading an airplane with humanitarian aid to be dropped over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | Members of the U.S. Air Force check the containers before loading an airplane with humanitarian aid to be dropped over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 24
Members of the U.S. Air Force check the containers before loading an airplane with humanitarian aid to be dropped over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air Force load an airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the U.S. Air force stand next to containers with humanitarian aid as they fly toward Gaza Strip after departing from Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A members of the U.S. Air Force checks the containers with humanitarian aid as he flies toward Gaza Strip after departing from Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A member of the U.S. Air Force stands in front of the airplane prior to drop humanitarian aid over Gaza Strip at an area in Jordan, Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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                                        ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT (AP) -- As American military pilots closed in on the northern coast of Gaza, Associated Press journalists aboard the aid mission could hardly spot a single building left untouched by six months of brutal war.
They watched as three tons of humanitarian aid -- food, water and hygiene products supplied by Jordan -- tumbled out of the rear of the C-130 transport plane, a mess of parachutes trailing behind. It was the 11th American airdrop of aid since the U.S. began the program at the start of March.
"We understand that 6,400 pounds is a drop in the bucket. There are so many people that need aid out there," Jeremy Anderson, the American lieutenant colonel with the 26th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron aboard the aircraft, told the AP reporters who observed the aid delivery Thursday. "We're doing what we can right now, and opening ground gates or anything outside of air dropping is out of our control."

    


The airdrops are part of an international effort to work around extreme difficulties plaguing ground transport of aid into Gaza. Truckloads of aid have been stalled by political and security concerns. The U.S. also plans to construct a sea bridge, but it will likely be several weeks before it is operational.




Israeli warplanes and ground troops have conducted a scorched-earth campaign on the strip since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israeli offensive has killed that at least 31,553 Palestinians, the Gaza health ministry said Sunday. The ministry does not differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. The offensive has also pushed a quarter of the strip's population to the brink of starvation, according to UN officials.
The situation is most desperate in the north, where the C-130 crew conducted the airdrops on Thursday. Up to 300,000 Palestinians are believed to have remained there despite Israeli evacuation orders. Cut off since October, many have resorted to eating animal feed in recent weeks. 

    


Recent airdrops of aid by the U.S. and other countries provide far lower amounts of aid than truck deliveries, which have become rare and sometimes dangerous. They have been met with some skepticism from UN officials and rights groups, who say that the method is not best practice when it comes to distributing much-needed aid. 
Dropping aid from the sky can be dangerous -- a recent airdrop killed five people when a package's parachute failed to engage.
Anderson said the crew's equipment was built to avoid similarly fatal incidents.
"If a chute doesn't open, it's going to go in the water and nobody's going to get hurt. As far as receiving, these chutes are light enough and have a slow enough rate of fall that even a child could get under it and tip it over on its way down, and it would prevent injury or death to personnel," he said.
The journalists looked on as, one by one, the aid packages rolled off the aircraft and disappeared from view. The plane turned west, toward the Mediterranean Sea, away from the rubble below.
--
AP Correspondent Julia Frankel contributed to this report from Jerusalem. 
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7 soldiers killed in a suicide truck bombing and shootout in northwest Pakistan
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                                        PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) -- A suicide bomber rammed his explosive-laden truck into a sprawling military post in northwest Pakistan on Saturday, the military and security officials said. At least seven soldiers were killed in the bombing and ensuing shootout. 
Troops responding to the attack in North Waziristan, a district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province that borders Afghanistan, killed six more attackers, some of whom were wearing suicide vests, the military said. 
A newly formed militant group, Jaish-e-Fursan-e-Muhammad, claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement.
The military said a portion of a military post collapsed. It said five soldiers died in the truck bombing and two officers in the shootout that followed.
A clearance operation is still underway in the area, it said, adding that the "security forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the menace of terrorism from the country and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve."

    


Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned the attack and paid tribute to the troops who were "martyred" in the attack.




North Waziristan long served as a base for the Pakistani Taliban and other militant groups until the army claimed a few years back that it had cleared the region of insurgents. 
Occasional attacks have continued, however, raising concerns that the Pakistani Taliban are regrouping in the area. The Pakistani Taliban are a separate group but allies of the Afghan Taliban, who seized power in Afghanistan in 2021 as the U.S. and NATO troops were in the final stages of their pullout. 
Since then the Pakistani Taliban have stepped up attacks on security forces, especially in the northwest.
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Hong Kong jails 12 people over the storming of the legislature in 2019 protests

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Protesters deface the Hong Kong logo at the Legislative Council to protest against the extradition bill in Hong Kong on July 1, 2019. A Hong Kong court sentenced 12 people Saturday, March 16, 2024 to prison over the storming of the city's legislative council building at the height of the anti-government protests in 2019. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu, File)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A Hong Kong court sentenced 12 people Saturday to prison over the storming of the city's legislative council building at the height of the anti-government protests in 2019. 
Hundreds of protesters swarmed into the legislature the night of July 1, 2019 -- the 22nd anniversary of the former British colony's return to China -- defacing pictures and smashing furniture. Some spray-painted slogans in the chamber and painted over the territory's emblem on a wall before vacating the site as riot police cleared surrounding streets with tear gas before moving inside.
The 12 defendants, including former student leader Althea Suen, actor Gregory Wong, and activists Ventus Lau and Owen Chow, were previously convicted for rioting. Some of them were also found guilty of other related charges. 
Judge Li Chi-ho handed down jail terms ranging between 4 1/2 years and 6 years and 10 months, depending on the degree of their involvement and mitigating factors. 

    


Li said the legislature holds a unique constitutional status and the nature of the event was serious, with a far-reaching impact. The acts of the protesters were "targeting the city's government," he said. 




The case also involved two reporters who were previously acquitted of the rioting charge but were convicted for unlawful entry into the legislature. One was fined 1,500 Hong Kong dollars ($192) and the other 1,000 Hong Kong dollars ($128), Li said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the sentences were handed down, some supporters of the defendants cried in the courtroom and many others waved at the accused. Some chanted, "Hang in there!" 
On Monday, Lau said in a hearing that he entered the legislature in hopes of minimizing the number of injuries. Even if he could choose a hundred times, he said he would still go in because he'd prefer to go to jail rather than witness someone getting hurt. 
"Since I am sympathetic to the protesters, I am willing to go to jail with them," he said. 

    


In the same hearing, Chow said when residents suddenly turned radical, it was actually their cry of desperation when all paths to their goal were blocked. 
Both Lau and Chow were among the 47 pro-democracy activists who were charged with subversion in 2021 over an unofficial primary election under a Beijing-imposed national security law. 
Hong Kong government said the enactment of the law helped bring back stability to the city after the massive 2019 protests. But many of the city's leading activists have been arrested under the law, while others fled abroad. 
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What makes people happy? California lawmakers want to find out

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -Former California Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon, left, and Assembly Republican Leader James Gallagher talk during the Assembly session at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022. Rendon created the Select Committee on Happiness and Public Policy Outcomes to study how state policy can make Californians happier. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli,File)]
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[image: FILE - Assemblyman Anthony Rendon walks with his daughter Vienna before being sworn in as Speaker of the Assembly during the opening session of the California Legislature in Sacramento, Calif., Monday, Dec. 5, 2022. Rendon created the Select Committee on Happiness and Public Policy Outcomes to study how state policy can make Californians happier. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Villegas, Pool,File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California Assemblyman Anthony Rendon likes to spend his spare time away from the Capitol in Sacramento with his 4-year-old daughter back home near Los Angeles. Last weekend, he took her ice skating and to an indoor playground, then let her get a donut after she agreed to ride her scooter on the way there.
"Those are the types of things that make me happy," he said this week in an interview outside the state Assembly chambers, where he's served as a lawmaker for a dozen years.
Now Rendon, a Democrat who was one of the longest-serving Assembly speakers in California history, is spending his last year in office trying to make happiness more central to policymaking. He created a first-in-the-nation group to study the issue, called the Select Committee on Happiness and Public Policy Outcomes, which held its first public hearing this week. 

    


It would be "silly" for lawmakers to not study how they can make people happier, Rendon said.
"Because if we have everybody clothed, everybody housed, everybody has a job and they're miserable, then we've failed at what we're trying to do," he said, adding that lawmakers should think about happiness as a priority in policymaking.




In California, three-quarters of adults say they are "very happy" or "pretty happy," while 26% say they are "not too happy," according to a September 2023 survey from the Public Policy Institute of California. Adults age 18 to 34, people who are renters, those without a post-high school degree, and Californians with an annual household income of $40,000 or lower tend to be less happy than others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

California is breaking new ground in the United States. At least 12 state legislatures in the nation have committees focused on mental health and substance abuse issues, but no other state legislature has a committee devoted to happiness, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 

    


But the idea to consider happiness in public policy isn't unprecedented: The landlocked country of Bhutan in South Asia prioritizes happiness as a goal of public policy, measuring it through something written into its constitution called the Gross National Happiness Index. The country surveys residents on their level of happiness, and officials work to increase happiness by providing residents with free health care and education, protecting cultural traditions, and preserving forests, said Phuntsho Norbu, consul general of the Kingdom of Bhutan to the United States.
The government cannot make every person happy, but it should "create the right conditions that will allow people to pursue happiness," Norbu said.
Lawmakers on California's new committee heard this week from experts about the things that make people happy, what public officials can do to help and what role state and local government can play. The committee isn't set on any solutions yet but plans to release a report with its findings after lawmakers adjourn for the year at the end of August, said Katie Talbot, Rendon's spokesperson.

    


Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo, a Democrat representing part of the San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles County, hopes the committee's work can address poor mental health among youth in California, which her 11-year-old daughter has told her is a big issue in her class at school.
"It's a true crisis that we have on our hands right now," Schiavo said. "This is really getting to the heart of what that crisis is about."
Research demonstrates that leisure activities, social relationships and life circumstances contribute to a person's happiness, said Meliksah Demir, a professor of happiness at California State University, Sacramento. Public officials can work toward improving happiness by investing in mental health resources, making green spaces more accessible and teaching about the value of happiness early on in schools, Demir said. 
Happiness has wide-ranging benefits that include making people more likely to vote, more creative and healthier, he said.
The Public Policy Institute of California's September survey found that 33% of adults overall say they are very satisfied with their job, 31% say they are very satisfied with their leisure activities and 44% are very satisfied with their housing.

    


Californians' level of happiness decreased during the pandemic, but experts are still researching the decline, said Mark Baldassare, the group's survey director.
California, which is often ahead of other states on issues such as climate policy and civil rights, is behind many parts of the world in prioritizing happiness in policymaking, Rendon said. He was inspired to create the happiness committee in part by a report on happiness released annually by the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 
Last year's report said that how people view the effectiveness of government -- including how well it raises money, delivers services and avoids civil war -- can influence their happiness. The United States was 15th in a world happiness ranking based on a three-year average from 2020 to 2022, according to the report. Scandinavian countries, including Finland and Iceland, ranked the highest.

    


Rendon's decision to create the happiness committee aligns with his approach to making state policy that focuses on "bigger picture" social issues, longtime labor lobbyist Kristina Bas Hamilton said. People have different perspectives on government involvement in their lives, but the creation of the committee evokes the ultimate purpose of government, she said.
"Government's role is to provide for its people," Bas Hamilton said. "The goal is to have happy citizens. That's the goal of all public policy."
___
Austin is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Austin on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter: @sophieadanna
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Judge will appoint special master to oversee California federal women's prison after rampant abuse

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An official walks toward an entrance to the Federal Correctional Institution in Dublin, Calif., March 11, 2024. A judge on Friday, March 15, appointed a special master to oversee the federal prison -- dubbed the "rape club" by prisoners and workers alike -- in the San Francisco Bay Area. The judge's order encompasses the prison in Dublin, located about 21 miles (34 kilometers) east of Oakland. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Federal Correctional Institution stands in Dublin, Calif., Dec. 5, 2022. A judge on Friday, March 15, 2024, appointed a special master to oversee the federal prison -- dubbed the "rape club" by prisoners and workers alike -- in the San Francisco Bay Area. The judge's order encompasses the prison in Dublin, located about 21 miles (34 kilometers) east of Oakland. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: FILE - A sign for the Federal Correctional Institution is shown in Dublin, Calif., March 11, 2024. A judge on Friday, March 15, appointed a special master to oversee the federal prison -- dubbed the "rape club" by prisoners and workers alike -- in the San Francisco Bay Area. The judge's order encompasses the prison in Dublin, located about 21 miles (34 kilometers) east of Oakland. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- A special master will be appointed to oversee a troubled federal women's prison in California known for rampant sexual abuse against inmates, a judge ordered Friday, marking the first time the federal Bureau of Prisons has been subject to such oversight.
A 2021 Associated Press investigation that found a culture of abuse and cover-ups at the Federal Correctional Institution in Dublin brought increased scrutiny from Congress and the Bureau of Prisons. The low-security prison and its adjacent minimum-security satellite camp, located about 21 miles (34 kilometers) east of Oakland, have more than 600 inmates.
U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers called the prison "a dysfunctional mess" in her order. She did not name someone to be the special master but wrote that the court would appoint one quickly.
"The situation can no longer be tolerated. The facility is in dire need of immediate change," she wrote, adding that the Bureau of Prisons has "proceeded sluggishly with intentional disregard of the inmates' constitutional rights despite being fully apprised of the situation for years. The repeated installation of BOP leadership who fail to grasp and address the situation strains credulity."

    


The order is part of a federal lawsuit filed in August by eight inmates and the advocacy group California Coalition for Women Prisoners. They allege that sexual abuse and exploitation has not stopped despite the prosecution of the former warden and several former officers. 




"This unprecedented decision on the need for oversight shows that courageous incarcerated people, community and dedicated lawyers can collectively challenge the impunity of the federal government and Bureau of Prisons," Emily Shapiro, a member of California Coalition for Women Prisoners, said in a statement Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Bureau of Prisons declined to comment on the special master appointment. 

    


FCI Dublin opened in 1974 and was converted in 2012 to one of six women-only facilities in the federal prison system. The prison has housed well-known inmates such as actors Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin from the Varsity Blues college admissions bribery scandal.
FCI Dublin's sexual abuse scandal has been one of many troubles plaguing the bureau, which is also beset by rampant staffing shortages, suicides and security breaches.
Since 2021, at least eight FCI Dublin employees have been charged with sexually abusing inmates. Five have pleaded guilty. Two were convicted at trial. Another case is pending. Roughly 50 civil rights lawsuits against FCI Dublin employees are also ongoing.
Rogers wrote that "in making this extraordinary decision, the Court grounds itself in BOP's repeated failure to ensure that the extraordinary history of this facility is never repeated."
All sexual activity between a prison worker and an inmate is illegal. Correctional employees enjoy substantial power over inmates, controlling every aspect of their lives from mealtime to lights out, and there is no scenario in which an inmate can give consent.

    


Rogers made an unannounced visit to the prison Feb. 14, touring the facility and its satellite camp for nine hours. She spoke with at least 100 inmates, as well as staff. 
Many of the inmates told her that they did not fear sexual misconduct and said "no" when asked if it was still prevalent at the prison, Rogers wrote. Still, the plaintiffs in the August lawsuit have "presented incidents of sexual misconduct that occurred as recently as November of 2023."
While she did not find that the prison has a "sexualized environment," as alleged in the lawsuit, the judge wrote that she does not believe that sexual misconduct has been eradicated in FCI Dublin.
"The truth is somewhere in the middle--allegations of sexual misconduct have lingered but to characterize it as pervasive goes too far," she wrote. "However, and as the Court finds herein, because of its inability to promptly investigate the allegations that remain, and the ongoing retaliation against incarcerated persons who report misconduct, BOP has lost the ability to manage with integrity and trust."

    


Friday's special master appointment follows days after the FBI searched the prison as part of an ongoing, years-long investigation. The current warden has also been ousted after new allegations that his staff retaliated against an inmate who testified against the prison, according to government court papers filed Monday.
Despite recent attempts at reform, Rogers wrote that the prison "cannot seem to leave behind, however, is its suspicion that it is the system, not incarcerated women, that is being abused."
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North Korea's Kim enjoys a Russian luxury limousine gifted by Putin as the two nations expand ties

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un shake hands during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, Sept. 13, 2023. Kim used a Russian luxury limousine gifted by Putin recently, Kim's sister said Saturday, March 16, 2024, praising the car's ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un shake hands during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, Sept. 13, 2023. Kim used a Russian luxury limousine gifted by Putin recently, Kim's sister said Saturday, March 16, 2024, praising the car's "special function" and the two countries' deepening bilateral ties. (Vladimir Smirnov/Sputnik Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center left, and his daughter inspect a training of the Korean People's Army airborne units in North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center right, and his daughter attend a completion and operation ceremony of Kangdong Greenhouse Farm in Pyongyang, North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center left, and his daughter inspect a training of the Korean People's Army airborne units in North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, standing in front center, and his daughter inspect a training of the Korean People's Army airborne units in North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, standing in front center, and his daughter inspect a training of the Korean People's Army airborne units in North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, standing in front center, and his daughter inspect a training of the Korean People's Army airborne units in North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center right, and his daughter attend a completion and operation ceremony of Kangdong Greenhouse Farm in Pyongyang, North Korea Friday, March 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korean leader Kim Jong Un used a Russian luxury limousine gifted by President Vladimir Putin, Kim's sister said Saturday, praising the car's "special function" and the two countries' deepening bilateral ties.
In February, Putin sent Kim a high-end Aurus Senat limousine, which he had shown to the North Korean leader when they met for a summit in Russia in September. Observers said the shipment violated a United Nations resolution aimed at pressuring the North to give up its nuclear weapons program by banning the supply of luxury items to North Korea. 
In a statement carried by state media, Kim's sister and senior official, Kim Yo Jong, said that her brother used that limousine for the first time during an open event Friday.
"The special function of the private car is perfect and can be thoroughly trusted," Kim Yo Jong said, without specifying. "Kim Jong Un's using of the private car sent by the president of the Russian Federation as a gift is a clear proof of (North Korea)-Russia friendship, which is developing in a comprehensive way on a new high stage."

    


According to Russian state media, Aurus was the first Russian luxury car brand, and it's been used in motorcades of top officials since Putin first used an Aurus limousine during his inauguration ceremony in 2018.




Kim Jong Un, 40, possess a collection of foreign-made luxury cars believed to have been smuggled into his country. During his Russia visit, he traveled between meeting sites in a Maybach limousine that was brought with him on one of his special train carriages. Other limousines he's reportedly used include a Mercedes-Maybach S600 Pullman Guard and a Maybach S62.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over the past year, North Korea and Russia have sharply boosted their military and other cooperation as they face separate confrontations with the West -- North Korea for its advancing nuclear program and Russia for its invasion of Ukraine in 2022. Drawing the biggest outside concerns was North Korea's purported shipments of conventional weapons to support Russia's war with Ukraine to receive high-tech Russian weapons technologies and other support. 

    


Russia, together with China, have repeatedly blocked the United States and its partners' attempts to impose fresh U.N. sanctions on North Korea over its barrage of banned ballistic missile tests. 
North Korea's state media separately reported Saturday that Kim Jong Un guided his troops conducting parachuting training the previous day. It's unclear if Friday's training was the same event in which Kim rode in the Russian limousine. 
The parachuting training was the latest in a series of military drills that Kim has supervised in recent days, likely in response to the annual 11-day South Korean-U.S. military exercises that ended Thursday. Kim views his rivals' exercises as an invasion rehearsal.
After watching Friday's training, Kim ordered his military to conduct future training more intensively and make full preparation for a war, according to the North's official Korean Central News Agency. Kim made similar demands after he guided other recent drills involving tanks, long-range artillery guns and combat soldiers. 
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Donald Trump wanted trial delays, and he's getting them. Hush-money case is latest to be put off

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Donald Trump's New York hush-money criminal trial was delayed Friday until at least mid-April as the judge seeks answers about a last-minute evidence dump that the former president's lawyers said has hampered their ability to prepare their defense. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump gestures at a campaign rally Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump gestures at a campaign rally Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Delays in Donald Trump's criminal cases are increasing the possibility Americans will be deep into the presidential election season before they know whether or not he has been convicted of any wrongdoing.
The former president's Washington, D.C., election interference case is on hold until the Supreme Court decides his immunity claims. His Florida classified documents trial is also likely to be put off. And his Georgia election subversion trial hasn't been scheduled.
Now, his New York hush-money criminal trial -- once thought to be the most punctual of the four -- is in scheduling limbo, pushed off at least until mid-April. The issue: last-minute evidence dumps from a 2018 federal investigation into the same issues.
After Trump's lawyers complained, the Manhattan district attorney's office said it would be open to a 30-day delay to ensure his defense team has ample time to review the material. Trump's lawyers wanted a 90-day delay and have also asked that the case thrown out.

    


Judge Juan Manuel Merchan scheduled a hearing for March 25 -- the day jury selection was supposed to begin -- to sort out the late-breaking issues. Here's a look at what's behind the disruption. 
WHAT IS THE HUSH-MONEY CASE ABOUT?
The case involves an alleged scheme to prevent potentially damaging stories about his personal life from becoming public during Trump's 2016 presidential campaign.
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg charged Trump nearly a year ago with falsifying internal records kept by his company to hide the nature of payments made to his then-lawyer Michael Cohen, who paid porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000. She said she had an extramarital sexual encounter with Trump. He denies it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's company then reimbursed Cohen at an amount far more than what he'd spent and logged the payments as legal expenses, prosecutors said. Over several months, Cohen said he got $420,000.

    


Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. His lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses.




WHY DID TRUMP'S LAWYERS WANT A DELAY?
Trump's lawyers say they're being inundated with late-arriving evidence -- more than 100,000 pages of records from a separate federal probe into Cohen that concluded years ago. Cohen pleaded guilty to campaign violations and other unrelated crimes and served about a year in prison.
Trump's lawyers say they need time to review the material turned over by the U.S. attorney's office in Manhattan, which includes bank records, witness statements and other evidence.
Trump's lawyers blame Manhattan prosecutors for not pressing their federal counterparts to hand over the evidence sooner. The U.S. attorney's office ultimately started producing documents on March 4 after Trump's lawyers subpoenaed them in January.
A final batch with about 15,000 pages was expected to be turned over Friday, bringing the total to about 119,000 pages.
Trump's lawyers say some of the records are "exculpatory and favorable to the defense." Prosecutors contend most of the material is "largely irrelevant."

    


Exchanging evidence before a trial is routine.
WHY DIDN'T THEY GET THESE RECORDS SOONER?
Trump's lawyers allege the Manhattan D.A.'s office was trying to hide evidence as part of a "desperate effort" to gain an advantage at trial.
"The People should have collected all of these documents long ago," Trump lawyers Todd Blanche and Susan Necheles wrote in court papers. "Instead, they collected some materials but left others with the federal authorities, in the hope that President Trump would never get them."
Bragg's office argued that Trump's lawyers caused the time crunch by waiting until Jan. 18 to subpoena the U.S. attorney's office for all the records it wanted.
In a court filing made public Thursday, the D.A.'s office said it requested the full file last year, but the U.S. attorney's office only turned over a subset of records. Trump's lawyers received that material last June and had ample time to seek additional evidence from the federal probe, the D.A.'s office said.
On Friday, the D.A.'s office clarified that it had not requested the full case file from the U.S. attorney's office because much of what was in it wasn't relevant.

    


The U.S. attorney's office declined comment.
WHAT WAS THE FEDERAL INVESTIGATION ABOUT?
Federal prosecutors investigated Cohen over a variety of concerns, including tax issues related to a taxi business he operated, and questions about whether he was attempting to profit illegally from his connections to Trump.
The case eventually narrowed, however, and in 2018 Cohen pleaded guilty to federal campaign finance violations related to the payment to Daniels, making false statements on a bank loan application and evading taxes. A few months later, he pleaded guilty for lying to Congress.
In their case against Cohen, federal prosecutors said the hush-money payment was made to benefit Trump and occurred with his knowledge, but they stopped short of accusing Trump of directly committing a crime.

    


The Justice Department's Office of Legal Counsel, which provides legal advice and guidance to federal agencies, has maintained that a sitting president cannot be indicted. Federal prosecutors didn't revive their investigation once Trump left the White House.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT IN THE NEW YORK CASE?
Merchan is holding a hearing March 25 to determine whether anyone deserves to be penalized for the delays in documents being turned over to Trump's legal team. Trump's lawyers have asked for the case to be thrown out.
Trump's lawyers have also asked the judge to delay the trial until the Supreme Court rules on Trump's presidential immunity claims. His lawyers say a ruling in Trump's favor could negate some evidence in the hush-money case, such as social media posts he made while president in 2018.
The Manhattan D.A.'s office says Trump's immunity claims have little bearing on his hush-money case and don't warrant a delay.
WHAT ABOUT TRUMP'S OTHER CASES?
"We want delays," Trump proclaimed as he headed into a Feb. 15 hearing in the hush-money case. So far, he's getting his way. 
Neither of Trump's two federal prosecutions -- in Florida and Washington, D.C. -- are guaranteed for trial this year, in part because of his efforts to stall the proceedings. His Georgia election interference trial hasn't been scheduled. That case was rocked Friday by a judge's ruling prompting special prosecutor Nathan Wade to step aside.
Trump's trial in Florida, where he's charged with illegally retaining classified documents, had been set for May 20. But it's been clear for months that date would not hold as the judge has weighed multiple challenges to the indictment and various evidentiary disputes.
U.S. District Judge Alieen Cannon has given no hint of when she intends to set a trial date.
"We very much believe that a trial that takes place before the election is a mistake and should not happen," Blanche told Cannon. "The easy solution is to start this trial after the election."
Trump's Washington, D.C., case, involving allegations he plotted to overturn the 2020 election, had been seen as the most likely one to reach trial first -- but that's no longer the case.
U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan had scheduled the trial for March 4, but that was upended by a Trump appeal contending that he was immune from prosecution for official acts taken in the White House.
The judge put the case on hold as the appeal made its way through the courts. That decision created significant uncertainty about whether there'll be enough time for a trial before the election -- assuming the high court permits the prosecution. 
HOW DOES TRUMP BENEFIT FROM DELAYS?
The longer Trump's trials are put off, the more he'll argue that it's impractical and unfair to stick him in a courtroom instead of leaving him to campaign. But there are practical benefits as well.
If Trump becomes president, he could direct the Justice Department to drop the federal cases or attempt to pardon himself. But he would not be able to pardon himself in the hush-money or Georgia cases because they involve state charges. Presidential pardons only apply to federal crimes.
In the meantime, if there's a rush to try Trump before Election Day -- now eight months away -- the judge in the hush-money case said he can rest assured that he won't be forced to decide between attending overlapping trials.
"He's not going to be in more than one criminal trial at the same time," Merchan said.
__
Tucker reported from Fort Pierce, Florida.
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22 artifacts looted after the Battle of Okinawa returned to Japan

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by the FBI shows one of among 22 historic artifacts that were looted following the Battle of Okinawa in World War II and recovered after a family from Massachusetts discovered them as they were going through their late father's personal items. The FBI said Friday, March 15, 2024, that they have helped orchestrate the return of the artifacts to the Government of Japan, Okinawa Prefecture. (FBI via AP)]
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[image: A hand drawn map of Okinawa dating back to the 19th century, one of 22 historic artifacts that were looted following the Battle of Okinawa in World War II and recovered after a family from Massachusetts discovered them as they were going through their late father's personal items is displayed. The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation, FBI, said Friday, March 15, 2024, that they have helped orchestrate the return of the artifacts to the Government of Japan, Okinawa Prefecture. (Federal Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Twenty-two historic artifacts that were looted following the Battle of Okinawa in World War II have been returned to Japan after a family from Massachusetts discovered them in their late father's personal items, the FBI said Friday.
The 22 artifacts, some of which date back to the 18th and 19th centuries, represent a significant piece of Okinawan history. They include six portraits, a hand drawn map of Okinawa from the 19th century, and various pieces of pottery and ceramics, officials said.
The Boston division of the FBI said they helped orchestrate the return of the items, which had been missing for almost 80 years to the government of Japan, Okinawa prefecture. A formal repatriation ceremony will be held in Japan at a later date.
In 2001, the Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education registered some of the artifacts with the FBI's National Stolen Art File, a database of art and cultural property that have been reported stolen to the FBI by law enforcement agencies in the U.S. and abroad.

    


The artifacts were discovered when a family, who wishes to remain anonymous, came across what appeared to be valuable Asian art in their late father's personal effects, according the FBI.




Their father was a World War II veteran, but never served in the Pacific Theater. The family then checked the National Stolen Art File and discovered that at least four of the items were missing 18th century portraits that had been listed in the database. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The FBI was able to authenticate the artworks.
"This case highlights the important role the public plays in recognizing and reporting possible stolen art. We'd like to thank the family from Massachusetts who did the right thing in reaching out to us and relinquishing these treasures so we could return them to the people of Okinawa," Jodi Cohen, special agent in charge of the FBI Boston Division, said in a statement.
On Friday, Denny Tamaki, the Governor of Okinawa prefecture, announced the return of the artifacts to the people of Okinawa, Japan, according to the FBI.
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GOP Kentucky House votes to defund diversity, equity and inclusion offices at public universities

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Members of the Kentucky House of Representatives listen during a floor discussion of a House bill in Frankfort, Ky., Feb. 1, 2024. The Kentucky House voted Friday, March 15, to choke off funding for diversity, equity and inclusion offices at public universities following an impassioned debate that had a GOP lawmaker dismissing DEI efforts as a failure and Democrats defending them as pillars of support for students from underrepresented groups. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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                                By BRUCE SCHREINER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- The Kentucky House voted Friday to choke off funding for diversity, equity and inclusion offices at public universities following an impassioned debate that had a GOP lawmaker dismissing DEI efforts as a failure and Democrats defending them as pillars of support for students from underrepresented groups.
The overhauled bill passed the House by a vote of 68-18, sending it back to the Senate, which passed a much different version. House members stripped away the Senate's language and inserted a replacement that takes a tougher stand on DEI initiatives at public university campuses. The Senate will decide in coming days whether to accept the new version. The GOP has supermajorities in both chambers.
The effort to roll back DEI initiatives in Kentucky is part of a much broader Republican campaign featuring bills in several states that would restrict such initiatives or require their public disclosure. 

    


In Kentucky, the House-passed version would ban race-based scholarships and defund DEI offices and staff positions. It would prohibit the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education, which oversees public universities, from approving degrees that require courses containing "discriminatory concepts."




And it would hold public universities accountable to "dismantle the misguided DEI bureaucracies," said Republican state Rep. Jennifer Decker, who shepherded the new version to House passage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This bill would put an end to the failed, expensive and discriminatory DEI initiatives at our public post-secondary schools in Kentucky," Decker said at the outset of the hourslong debate.
While she insisted the bill would foster a culture that's "inclusive and welcoming to all," Democrats said it would hurt minority students on campuses. That includes racial minorities and LGBTQ students but also can be people who are disabled, from rural areas or from low-income families.

    


"Diversity, equity and inclusion programs are about creating and sustaining environments that support students and faculty who have been traditionally underrepresented on our college campuses, that make them feel safe and welcome," said Democratic state Rep. Nima Kulkarni.
The sweeping bill also threatens to stifle concepts that professors can teach, opponents said.
"It would disallow the teaching of how oppressive governments create systems of inequality through laws and policies that are structured to marginalize minority groups," Kulkarni said. "Our students deserve to know our history. They deserve to fully explore all of the progress that we have made."
Democrats said the backlash to the anti-DEI bill could include economic boycotts, students leaving the state for college and perhaps hurt efforts by Kentucky's university's to recruit Black student-athletes.
In condemning the bill, Democratic state Rep. Cherlynn Stevenson warned that it sends the message to prospective recruits that "we don't want you to learn about your heritage" but "we're sure going to use your athletic abilities to further our institutions."

    


In a recent letter to the NCAA's president, the NAACP said Black student-athletes should reconsider attending public colleges and universities in Florida. The letter was in response to the University of Florida and other state schools that have eliminated their diversity, equity and inclusion programs. It was also addressed to current and prospective student-athletes.
"This is not about politics," the letter read. "It's about the protection of our community, the progression of our culture, and most of all, it's about your education and your future."
The U.S. Supreme Court's decision last year ending affirmative action at universities has created a new legal landscape around diversity programs in the workplace and civil society.
Republican lawmakers have proposed about 50 bills in 20 states that would restrict initiatives on diversity, equity and inclusion or require their public disclosure, according to an Associated Press analysis using the bill-tracking software Plural.

    


Kentucky state Rep. Tina Bojanowski, a Democrat, said such bills pose a threat.
"The threat from authoritarians who use phrases like 'evil DEI bureaucracy and indoctrination' to limit academic freedom while imposing their world view upon institutions of higher education cannot be overstated," she said. "A cornerstone of democratic societies is the survival of the institution of higher education, free from political interference and the ideological agenda of autocrats."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kentucky-legislature-diversity-equity-inclusion-7d86a0dbf1df73decd3be90790aafff8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Judge mulls third contempt case against Arizona for failing to improve prison health care

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This Jan. 20, 2004, file photo shows the Arizona State Prison Complex-Lewis in Buckeye, Arizona. On Friday, March 15, 2024, a judge held a hearing in U.S. District Court in Phoenix to examine Arizona's noncompliance with a court order to improve medical and mental health care for the nearly 25,000 people incarcerated in Arizona's state-run prisons. (AP Photo/Tom Hood, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A judge presiding over a nearly 12-year-old lawsuit challenging the quality of health care in Arizona's prisons is considering whether to launch a third contempt-of-court proceeding against the state for failing to improve prisoner care. 
Arizona's system for providing medical and mental health care for the nearly 25,000 people incarcerated in its state-run prisons remains "fundamentally lacking," U.S. District Judge Roslyn Silver said, and prisoners are at risk. 
Experts who monitor prison health care operations on behalf of Silver said at a court hearing Friday that Naphcare, the private company hired by the state to provide those services, doesn't have enough workers and needs to increase salaries for new and existing employees. 
Silver had previously said she expected to launch the third contempt proceeding against the state on Friday for violations of a court order requiring numerous improvements. But she ultimately held off on a decision and wants input from lawyers on both sides first. 

    


"I still believe there are violations," Silver said.
Previous contempt fines totaling $2.5 million have failed to motivate authorities to improve care, the judge has concluded in the past. Attorneys for prisoners are asking her to override or rescind a 2009 law requiring private companies to provide health care in state-run prisons. 




"It becomes apparent that the state law is a barrier to compliance with the court's order," said Corene Kendrick, one of the lawyers representing the prisoners.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Silver said she has concerns about overriding or rescinding the privatization law, though she said she hasn't made a final decision. Still, she said, the state might be able to fix the problems by enforcing the terms of its contract with Naphcare. Naphcare, which has asked the court to let it join the civil case, didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Friday afternoon.

    


The state has withheld more than $10 million from Naphcare in recent months due to understaffing.
Corrections Director Ryan Thornell told Silver that he and Gov. Katie Hobbs' administration are committed to resolving the health care issues, saying, "We haven't wavered from that." 
Arizona settled the case in 2014 but for years was dogged by complaints that it failed to follow through on its promises. The courts slapped the state with contempt fines of $1.4 million in 2018 and $1.1 million in 2021. The settlement was eventually thrown out due to Arizona's noncompliance, and a trial was ordered.
In a blistering 2022 verdict, Silver ruled that the state was violating prisoners' constitutional rights by providing them with inadequate care, knew about the problem for years and refused to correct it. 
She also said the prison health care system's deficiencies resulted in preventable deaths. 
One key witness at the trial was prisoner Kendall Johnson, who testified tearfully about how she sought help for what started as numbness in her feet and legs in 2017 but it wasn't until 2020 that she was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. 

    


She testified that she was unable to brush her teeth, had to wear diapers, paid fellow prisoners to feed her because of neglect prison staff and typically spent her days lying in bed counting the ceiling tiles.
Johnson wasn't in court Friday, but an attorney read a statement in which she said, "I have not noticed a difference in medical care since I testified. I still have not seen a neurologist or MS specialist -- can one come visit me?"
The lawsuit alleged that some prisoners complained that their cancer went undetected or they were told to pray to be cured after begging for treatment. The state denied allegations that it was providing inadequate care.
The complaint was filed on behalf of people in state-run prisons and does not cover the 9,000 people in private institutions.
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Utah governor replaces social media laws for youth as state faces lawsuits

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Utah Gov. Spencer Cox speaks during a news briefing, Friday, March 1, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Cox, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, has approved an overhaul of social media laws meant to shield children from potential harms as the state fends off multiple lawsuits challenging their constitutionality. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Utah Gov. Spencer Cox speaks during a news briefing, Friday, March 1, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Cox, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, has approved an overhaul of social media laws meant to shield children from potential harms as the state fends off multiple lawsuits challenging their constitutionality. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah's governor has approved an overhaul of social media laws meant to protect children as the state fends off multiple lawsuits challenging their constitutionality.
Republican legislative leaders announced at the start of this year's 45-day work session that they would prioritize revising a pair of policies passed last year that imposed strict limits for children wishing to access social media. Two bills signed this week by Republican Gov. Spencer Cox effectively repeal and replace those first-in-the-nation laws with language the sponsors say should hold up in court.
The new laws require social media companies to verify the ages of their users and disable certain features on accounts owned by Utah youths. Default privacy settings for minor accounts must restrict access to direct messages and sharing features and disable elements such as autoplay and push notifications that lawmakers argue could lead to excessive use.

    


Legislators have removed a requirement that parents consent to their child opening an account after many raised concern that they would need to enter an excess of personal data that could compromise their online security. 




Parents can still obtain access to their children's accounts under the new laws, and they have grounds to sue a social media company if their child's mental health worsens from excessive use of an algorithmically curated app. Social media companies must comply with a long list of demands to avoid liability. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cox applauded the Republican lawmakers behind the new laws for combatting what he considers "the plague that social media has unleashed on the mental health of our youth."
The revisions mark the latest move in a yearslong sparring match between Utah and social media giants TikTok and Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram. Several months after Utah became the first state to pass laws regulating children's social media use, it sued both tech giants for allegedly luring in children with addictive features. 

    


NetChoice, a trade group representing TikTok, Meta and other global social media companies, then sued Utah over its original laws in December 2023, leading legislators to rush through bills limiting their reach and delaying when they take effect.
Spokespeople for TikTok and Meta did not respond Friday to requests for comment on the new state laws.
Meanwhile, Congress is pressuring TikTok's China-based owner to sell its stake or face a possible U.S. ban. The House passed a bill on Wednesday that would give the company an ultimatum due to concerns that its current ownership structure poses a national security threat. The bill now heads to the Senate, where its prospects are unclear.
In Utah, social media companies will be prohibited from collecting and selling data associated with minor accounts, and the state's Division of Consumer Protection will set guidelines for how those companies should verify a user's age and identity without collecting too much personal data. 
Beginning Oct. 1, companies such as TikTok will face another choice -- impose a curfew on minors' accounts or have few legal defenses against families who say the app caused their kids harm. 

    


The laws shift the burden of proof from the families onto the social media companies, requiring them to demonstrate that their algorithmically curated content did not fully or partially cause a child's depression, anxiety or self-harm behaviors. However, the laws give companies greater legal protection if they limit Utah minors' use of their app to three hours in a 24 hour period, require parental permission for kids to create accounts and set a statewide social media blackout for youths between 10:30 p.m. and 6:30 a.m.
Companies will have to pay at least $10,000 in damages for each case of an adverse mental health outcome.
Cox also signed hundreds more bills this week, including several that the Republican sponsors said are intended to improve the safety of Utah children. Among them are bills funding firearms training for teachers and creating new legal protections for clergy members who report child abuse.
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A Georgia senator was exiled from the GOP caucus. Now Colton Moore is banned from the state House

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Georgia state Sen. Colton Moore, R-Trenton, speaks to reporters outside the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta, Sept. 7, 2023. Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, banned Moore from the House floor on Thursday, March 14, 2024 after Moore attacked late House Speaker David Ralston as "corrupt" in a speech as both the House and Senate were honoring Ralston. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Georgia state Sen. Colton Moore, R-Trenton, speaks to reporters outside the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta, Sept. 7, 2023. Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, banned Moore from the House floor on Thursday, March 14, 2024 after Moore attacked late House Speaker David Ralston as "corrupt" in a speech as both the House and Senate were honoring Ralston. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)
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[image: FILE - Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, speaks during a Georgia Chamber of Commerce breakfast at Mercedes Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Jan. 10, 2024. Burns banned Georgia state Sen. Colton Moore, R-Trenton, from the House floor on Thursday, March 14, after Moore attacked late House Speaker David Ralston as "corrupt" in a speech as both the House and Senate were honoring Ralston. (Natrice Miller/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, speaks during a Georgia Chamber of Commerce breakfast at Mercedes Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Jan. 10, 2024. Burns banned Georgia state Sen. Colton Moore, R-Trenton, from the House floor on Thursday, March 14, after Moore attacked late House Speaker David Ralston as "corrupt" in a speech as both the House and Senate were honoring Ralston. (Natrice Miller/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Georgia House Speaker David Ralston salutes the chamber as he takes the stage on Jan. 10, 2021, in Atlanta. Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, banned state Sen. Colton Moore, R-Trenton, from the House floor on Thursday, March 14, 2024, after Moore attacked Ralston as "corrupt" in a speech as both the House and Senate were honoring Ralston. (Bob Andres/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Colton Moore's political career has been about setting legislative norms on fire. The Republican Georgia state senator left another one ablaze on Thursday.
Moore, who lives in Trenton in the state's far northwest corner, was banned from the House floor after launching a slashing attack on the memory of House Speaker David Ralston on a day when Ralston, who died in 2022, was being honored in both the House and Senate chambers.
Moments after Gov. Brian Kemp and former Govs. Nathan Deal and Sonny Perdue praised the longtime speaker as his portrait was unveiled in the House on what would have been Ralston's 70th birthday, Moore spoke in the Senate to oppose a resolution supporting naming a building for Ralston on the University of North Georgia campus in Blue Ridge.
"This body is about to perpetually memorialize one of the most corrupt Georgia leaders we'll ever see in our lifetimes," Moore said, as some of Ralston's relatives and supporters watched from the Senate balcony.

    


The remarks created such a stir that Lt. Gov. Burt Jones eventually cut Moore off, telling him "Senator, senator, not the time or place." The top-ranking Republican senator, President Pro Tem John F. Kennedy of Macon, took to the floor to apologize to Ralston's family, saying he and other senators felt "sincere embarrassment" at Moore's conduct.




A short time later, Ralston's successor, Republican House Speaker Jon Burns of Newington, denounced Moore's remarks as "some of the vilest that you can make about a good man" and ordered the House doorkeepers to bar Moore from entering. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"His comments impugned the integrity of my dear friend, and we all know they were not true," Burns said, before getting a standing ovation from House members.
Normally, members of the House and Senate are allowed to enter each other's chamber.
Moore is the same senator who was kicked out of the Senate Republican caucus in September after launching attacks on fellow Republicans for their refusal to agree to with his call for a special session to take action against Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis for indicting former President Donald Trump. The usually buttoned-up Kemp denounced the call as " some grifter scam " to raise campaign contributions for Moore in a feisty news conference.

    


Moore defeated an incumbent Republican to win a House seat in 2018 primary, but he was getting warnings even before he took office about criticizing other lawmakers as he voiced distrust of how things were done under gold dome of Georgia's Capitol. 
Moore was quick to tangle with Ralston once taking office. He became one of 10 right-wing Republicans to call for Ralston to resign over allegations that Ralston used his privileges as a lawmaker to delay court cases to unfairly benefit his legal clients. Ralston denied wrongdoing, but most of his critics left the House.
That was the issue that Moore's Thursday speech centered on, alleging Ralston had "no semblance of morality" and that "the speaker turned a blind eye to what we as legislators know to be truth."
Moore exited the House in 2020, launching an unsuccessful Republican primary bid against longtime state Sen. Jeff Mullis of Chickamauga, another target of Moore's ire. But Moore won Mullis' old seat after the longtime lawmaker decided to step down following the 2022 session.
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Guest lineups for the Sunday news shows
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- ABC's "This Week" -- White House national security spokesman John Kirby; Reps. Mike Turner, R-Ohio, and Ro Khanna, D-Calif.
___
NBC's "Meet the Press" -- Sens. Bill Cassidy, R-La., and Ben Cardin, D-Md.; Jose Andres, founder of World Central Kitchen.
___
CBS' "Face the Nation" -- Former Vice President Mike Pence; Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md.; Reps. Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill., and Mike Gallagher, R-Wis.; UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell.
___
CNN's "State of the Union" -- House Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.; Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D.; Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.; Gov. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio. 
__
"Fox News Sunday" -- Kirby; Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas; author Mitch Albom. 
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In close primary race, trailing North Carolina legislator files election protests
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A veteran North Carolina legislator filed protests Friday in his primary election in which he slightly trails, alleging that ballot distribution and counting mistakes along with unlawful voting-site campaigning cast doubt on the results. 
Democratic Rep. Michael Wray, who joined the state House in 2005, filed the protests with elections boards in Halifax, Northampton and Warren counties, which are northeast of Raleigh and compose the 27th House District.
As of Friday afternoon, Rodney Pierce, a Halifax County teacher, led Wray by 35 votes from close to 12,000 ballots cast in last week's primary. The winner faces no Republican opposition in the fall. 
Wray has been criticized by outside groups and other Democrats for aligning himself at times with leaders in the Republican-controlled House, where he's been made one of the senior chairmen of the powerful finance committee. 

    


Pierce called on Wray to concede, saying he "seems to want to change the rules more than a week after the contest ended, just because he lost." And several groups favoring Pierce's election put out news releases calling the accusations "bogus" and "dirty tricks." 




Wray challenges what happened with more than a dozen voters. Several received a ballot for the wrong party primary, the protests say, while the choices of others who cast provisional ballots should be counted. He also alleges that a Democratic poll observer at a Halifax County precinct instructed voters to choose Pierce, violating laws against electioneering and coercion. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are not challenging any votes that were cast and counted. We are simply asking the county boards to ensure that they did not improperly reject any ballots," Wray said in a news release. "We simply want to ensure that all valid ballots are counted."
The boards in each county within the 27th District will meet to determine whether to dismiss each protest or call for a hearing in which evidence is received. The Warren and Halifax boards planned meetings for Tuesday to consider Wray's protest.

    


The current vote margin between Pierce and Wray also would allow Wray to seek a recount -- a decision that Wray said Friday would wait until race results are certified.
The protests were filed on the same day elections board in all 100 counties were scheduled to complete the final tabulations of ballot choices from the March 5 primaries. The Warren board had recessed its canvass meeting given the protest, elections director Debbie Formyduval said Friday afternoon. 
Leading up to Friday's canvass, the county board examined details related to more than 11,000 provisional absentee or in-person ballots to determine whether they would be added to the initial counts. The State Board of Elections canvass is March 26. 
Separate from Wray's potential defeat, three other General Assembly incumbents lost their primary elections: Democratic Sen. Mike Woodard of Durham County and Republican Reps. George Cleveland of Onslow County and Kevin Crutchfield of Cabarrus County. 
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A new front opens over South Dakota ballot initiatives: withdrawing signatures from petitions

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - South Dakota Republican Rep. Jon Hansen poses in the House of Representatives in the state Capitol in Pierre, S.D., on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Hansen sponsored a bill Gov. Kristi Noem signed on Friday, March 15, 2024, that allows signers of initiative petitions to withdraw their signatures. (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)]
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                                        South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem has signed a bill to allow signers of ballot initiative petitions to revoke their signatures -- a move opponents decry as a jab at direct democracy and a proposed abortion rights initiative, which would enable voters to protect abortion rights in the state constitution.
The Republican governor signed the bill on Friday. The Republican-led Legislature overwhelmingly passed the bill brought by Republican Rep. Jon Hansen, who leads a group seeking to defeat the proposed initiative. Hansen said he brought the bill to counter misleading or fraudulent initiative tactics, alleging "multiple violations of our laws regarding circulation."
"Inducing somebody into signing a petition through misleading information or fraud, that's not democracy. That's fraud," Hansen said in an interview last month. "This upholds the ideal of democracy, and that is people deciding, one or the other, based on the truth of the matter."

    


Republican lawmakers have grumbled about South Dakota's initiative process, including Medicaid expansion, which voters approved in 2022.
Democrats tabbed Hansen's bill as "changing the rules in the middle of the game," and called it open to potential abuse, with sufficient laws already on the books to ensure initiatives are run properly.




Opponents also decry the bill's emergency clause, giving it effect upon Noem's signature, denying the opportunity for a referendum. Rick Weiland, who leads the abortion rights initiative, called the bill "another attack on direct democracy."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's pretty obvious that our legislature doesn't respect the will of the voters or this long-held tradition of being able to petition our state government and refer laws that voters don't like, pass laws that the Legislature refuses to move forward on, and amend our state constitution," Weiland said.
South Dakota outlaws all abortions but to save the life of the mother.

    


The bill is "another desperate attempt to throw another hurdle, another roadblock" in the initiative's path, Weiland said. Initiative opponents have sought to "convince people that they signed something that they didn't understand," he said.
If voters approve the proposed initiative, the state would be banned from regulating abortion in the first trimester. Regulations for the second trimester would be allowed "only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." 
Dakotans for Health has until May 7 to submit about 35,000 valid signatures to make the November ballot. Weiland said they have more than 50,000 signatures, 44,000 of them "internally validated."
It's unclear how the new law might affect the initiative. Weiland said he isn't expecting mass revocations, but will see how the law is implemented.
The law requires signature withdrawal notifications be notarized and delivered by hand or registered mail to the secretary of state's office before the petition is filed and certified.
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Trump White House official Peter Navarro asks Supreme Court to stave off contempt sentence

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Peter Navarro, former director of the White House National Trade Council, speaks during CPAC at National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 24, 2024. An appeals court Thursday, March 14, denied Navarro's bid to stave off his jail sentence on contempt of Congress charges for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Navarro has been ordered to report to a federal prison by March 19. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Peter Navarro, former director of the White House National Trade Council, speaks during CPAC at National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 24, 2024. An appeals court Thursday, March 14, denied Navarro's bid to stave off his jail sentence on contempt of Congress charges for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Navarro has been ordered to report to a federal prison by March 19. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Trump White House official Peter Navarro appealed to the Supreme Court Friday to allow him to stay out of prison as he appeals his contempt of Congress conviction. 
Navarro is due to report to a federal prison next week, after an appeals court ruled that his appeal wasn't likely to overturn his conviction for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. 
Navarro has maintained that he couldn't cooperate with the committee because former President Donald Trump had invoked executive privilege. U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta, who was appointed by President Barack Obama, barred him from making that argument at trial, finding that he didn't show Trump had actually invoked it. 
The emergency application comes as the Supreme Court separately prepares to hear arguments on whether Trump himself has presidential immunity from charges alleging he interfered in the 2020 election. 

    


Navarro was the second Trump aide convicted of misdemeanor contempt of Congress charges. Former White House adviser Steve Bannon previously received a four-month sentence but was allowed to stay free pending appeal by U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols, who was appointed by Trump. 




Navarro was found guilty of defying a subpoena for documents and a deposition from the House Jan. 6 committee and sentenced to four months in prison. He served as a White House trade adviser under then-President Donald Trump and later promoted the Republican's baseless claims of mass voter fraud in the 2020 election he lost to Democrat Joe Biden. 
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New York City won't offer 'right to shelter' to some immigrants after 30 days in deal with advocates

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Migrants queue in the cold as they look for a shelter outside a migrant assistance center at St. Brigid Elementary School, Dec. 5, 2023, in New York. Some immigrants in New York City could be formally denied emergency housing after officials and human rights advocates agreed to compromise on the interpretation of a unique legal decision that gives the ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Migrants queue in the cold as they look for a shelter outside a migrant assistance center at St. Brigid Elementary School, Dec. 5, 2023, in New York. Some immigrants in New York City could be formally denied emergency housing after officials and human rights advocates agreed to compromise on the interpretation of a unique legal decision that gives the "right to shelter" to anyone who asks, the mayor announced Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some immigrants in New York City could be formally denied emergency housing after officials and human rights advocates agreed to compromise on the interpretation of a unique legal decision that gives the " right to shelter " to anyone who asks, the mayor announced Friday.
Mayor Eric Adams asked a court in October to suspend the housing requirement in a state of emergency, drawing a challenge from The Legal Aid Society and another humanitarian group. The agreement essentially ends the blanket right to shelter for adult immigrants after the first 30 days they receive services. But it entrenches their right to some protections.
The city can determine on a case-by-case basis whether to allow a migrant to stay in a shelter for more than 30 days, according to the settlement. Additional time will be granted on a showing of "significant efforts to resettle," which can include making an appointment with an immigration lawyer, applying for a resettlement program or proof that they're searching for housing. 

    


"This new agreement acknowledges the realities of where we are today, affirms our shared mission to help those in need and grants us additional flexibility to navigate this ongoing crisis," Adams said in a recorded video announcing the settlement.




In return, Legal Aid expects the city to clear a backlog of immigrants who are reapplying for shelter space. The city also agreed to eliminate the use of waiting rooms as shelters and provide consistent access to bathrooms, showers and food, according to a statement from The Legal Aid Society and the Coalition for the Homeless.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This settlement safeguards the right to shelter in the consent decree, ensuring single adults' - both long-time New Yorkers and new arrivals - access to shelter, basic necessities and case management to transition from shelter to housing in the community," said attorney Adriene Holder for The Legal Aid Society in a statement.

    


The agreement requires the city to share data with The Legal Aid Society about how many migrants are in shelters and where they are staying. Holder said the group won't hesitate to sue if the city doesn't comply.
Adams said over 183,000 immigrants have been in the city's care at some point since 2022. Under the agreement, the unfettered right to shelter would be restored if the humanitarian emergency ended. Roughly 60% of those migrants have been able to leave the system, Ana Almanzar, the city's deputy mayor for strategies, told reporters earlier this week.
New York City's shelter requirement has been in place for more than four decades after the consent decree required the city to provide temporary housing for homeless people.
The announcement came after New York shelters began kicking immigrant families out of shelters after 60 days, forcing them to reapply in order to secure another shelter spot. Single adults have been evicted every 30 days, with some having to sleep on the streets or take shelter in subway cars. The settlement applies to adults seeking shelter, not families.

    


Constant address changes are an added strain for the many immigrants in the shelter who are applying for asylum, a step toward receiving legal permission to work. At an asylum court hearing Wednesday, a man from West Africa expressed surprise when a judge told him he had to submit a change of address in writing to the court within 5 days of changing addresses, even if he was moving every 30 days between shelters. 
"It's going to be a bit of a hassle for you," immigration Judge Lori Adams said as she gave the man extra copies of the blue address forms.
___
This story has been updated to correct that it was single adult migrants, not families, who spent days without shelter.
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Greek opposition leader briefly sets aside politics for light version of mandatory military service
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Greece's left-wing opposition leader briefly stepped away from politics Friday for a mandatory stint in the military.
Stefanos Kasselakis, 35, appeared at an artillery training camp in central Greece to start his brief service in the country's conscription-based armed forces.
A U.S.-based businessman until his unexpected election to the Syriza party's leadership in September, Kasselakis is expected to spend less than three weeks in the army.
Most Greek men must serve up to 12 months. But Kasselakis was exempt until his return from the U.S. because he had lived there since age 14 and is entitled to a reduced six-month stint, most of which he can buy off.
Kasselakis said Friday it would be an "honor ... to serve the country I love."
He will undergo some basic training at a camp near Thebes, 100 kilometers (62 miles) from Athens. Initially, Kasselakis had expressed a desire to be stationed somewhere more remote -- near the land border with Turkey or on one of the eastern Aegean Sea islands.

    


Kasselakis' surprise election as leader of Syriza was followed by a tumultuous few months of internal strife as the party jockeyed closer to the political center and slipped to third place in opinion polls.




Polls say Syriza is still trailing some 20 percentage points behind the governing center-right New Democracy party. But it is back in second place and Kasselakis has consolidated his grip on the party that led the government on a radical left-wing platform in 2015-2019.
Greece's first openly gay party leader, Kasselakis strongly backed parliament's adoption last month of a landmark law legalizing same-sex marriage in the majority Orthodoc Christian country.
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Republican lawmakers in Kentucky approve putting a school choice measure on the November ballot

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Kentucky Capitol is seen, Jan. 14, 2020, in Frankfort, Ky. Kentucky Republican lawmakers on Friday, March 15, 2024 put the political fight over whether taxpayer money should be able to flow to private or charter schools in the hands of voters to decide. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky Republican lawmakers on Friday put the political fight over whether taxpayer money should be able to flow to private or charter schools in the hands of voters to decide. 
The proposed school choice constitutional amendment won final passage in the Senate by a vote of 27-8, capping a rapid series of votes this week to put the issue on the statewide ballot in November. If it is ratified, lawmakers could then decide whether to support private or charter school education with public funds. 
Lawmakers on both sides of the issue agreed on one thing during the debates: The stakes are sky-high. 
"This is very, very important for the state of Kentucky," Republican Sen. Stephen West said in supporting the measure. "This is a game changer. This will dictate where we are 25 years from now." 
On Wednesday, Democratic Rep. George Brown Jr., who opposed the bill, called it a "turning point" in the "education of our children and the future of this commonwealth." Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear vowed the following day to "work every day" to defeat the amendment.

    


The push for the constitutional amendment follows court rulings that said tax dollars must be spent on the state's "common" schools -- a reference to public schools -- and cannot be diverted to charter or private institutions.




Friday's debate in the Senate set the tone for the coming campaign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republican Senate Majority Floor Leader Damon Thayer, in supporting the bill, said some of the biggest beneficiaries of school choice would be minority parents whose children are "trapped in bad schools."
"The people of the commonwealth deserve to have the chance to open up more opportunities for low-income and middle-class families who are looking for different options for their kids," Thayer said. "Ninety-five to 98% of kids are still going to go to traditional public schools. And this General Assembly will continue to keep throwing more and more money at" public education. 

    


Opponents said public education would suffer. 
"I think we should call this bill what it is. This is the public dollars for private schools act," Democratic Sen. Cassie Chambers Armstrong said. "This is a bill to amend our Kentucky constitution so that the legislature can divert our hard-earned taxpayer dollars from our public schools to private schools."
Beshear will align with the Kentucky Education Association, a union representing tens of thousands of public school educators, in opposing the measure. During the Senate debate, Thayer said the state's "education establishment" wants to protect the status quo.
School choice has been debated for years in Kentucky as Republicans expanded their legislative majorities. Past efforts that were meant to expand school choice options were foiled by legal challenges, prompting the push to amend the state constitution.
In 2022, Kentucky's Supreme Court struck down a measure passed by GOP lawmakers to award tax credits for donations supporting private school tuition.
And last year a circuit court judge rejected another measure to set up a funding method for charter schools. 

    


As the spirited Senate debate wrapped up, Republican Sen. Matthew Deneen turned his attention to the voters who will render their verdict this fall.
"I encourage everyone, no matter your position, to vote on this matter in November," he said. "Let your voices be heard. It is better for the people of the commonwealth to decide this than" the legislature.
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North Dakota voters will decide whether 81 is too old to serve in Congress

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Retire Congress North Dakota Chairman Jared Hendrix, left, and U.S. Term Limits National Field Director Scott Tillman look over petitions they submitted for a North Dakota congressional age limit ballot initiative on Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, at the state Capitol in Bismarck, N.D. North Dakota Secretary of State Michael Howe's office on Friday, March 15, announced the initiated measure will appear on the June 11 election ballot for voters to decide. (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)]
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- North Dakota voters will decide this June whether to prevent people from running for Congress if they're old enough to turn 81 during their House or Senate term. 
A signature drive has succeeded in adding the question to the ballot, Secretary of State Michael Howe's office announced Friday, and while some legal scholars say the state age limit for congressional seats would be unconstitutional, it could lead to a challenge of a Supreme Court precedent that has held for decades.
The ballot initiative wouldn't prevent any current incumbents from running again. The oldest member of North Dakota's three-person congressional delegation is Republican Sen. John Hoeven, at 67. North Dakota has had octogenarian senators in the past, including Democrat Quentin Burdick, who died in office in 1992 at age 84.
While the initiative applies only to congressional seats, this election year will also feature President Joe Biden, 81, and former President Donald Trump, 77, competing in an election rematch that has drawn scrutiny of their ages and fitness.

    


Howe's office said that of the 42,000 signatures measure backers submitted in February, they had about 1,200 more valid signatures than the 31,164 needed to place the measure on the ballot.




The ballot measure could be an attempt to draw a test case to see if the U.S. Supreme Court would be willing to allow individual states to set congressional age limits, University of North Dakota political science professor Mark Jendrysik has said. The court ruled in a 1995 term limits case that states cannot set qualifications for Congress beyond those listed in the U.S. Constitution, which says candidates must be at least 25 to serve in the House, 30 in the Senate and 35 to become president, but sets no maximum age limits. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The measure "looks unconstitutional" under that decision, said Jason Marisam, who teaches constitutional and election law at the Mitchell Hamline School of Law in St. Paul, Minn. The only justice remaining from that 1995 decision is Clarence Thomas, who dissented saying that states or the people can act on issues where the Constitution is silent.

    


But a test case against the age limit would need a challenge, most likely from a would-be candidate, Marisam said.
"You need to have that challenge, and maybe that happens, maybe it doesn't," Marisam said. "You can have a law that's unconstitutional that's sitting on the books if it just never comes up."
The measure reads: "No person may be elected or appointed to serve a term or a portion of a term in the U.S. Senate or the U.S. House of Representatives if that person could attain 81 years of age by December 31st of the year immediately preceding the end of the term."
The chairman of the initiative committee, Jared Hendrix, has said the measure aims to avoid cognitive and age-related issues related to elderly officeholders.
The measure's push emerged last summer amid age- and health-related scrutiny of members of Congress. Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein died last year at age 90 after health struggles. Republican Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, 82, froze twice in front of reporters last year.

    


Last month, Biden angrily criticized special counsel Robert Hur's report questioning his memory.
Trump also has drawn questions about his mental acuity after mixing up names and making other verbal mistakes.
Howe's office rejected more than 9,700 petition signatures due to incorrect or insufficient information, and because two petition circulators were not U.S. citizens. Measure backers include current and former state lawmakers.
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Hosting Ireland's prime minister, Biden celebrates his Irish roots (as he likes to do)

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    House Speaker Mike Johnson hosted President Joe Biden and Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar at the Capitol Friday for the annual Friends of Ireland Luncheon where they celebrated 100 years of ties and urged support for Ukraine and the Mideast. (March 15)
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    [image: President Joe Biden meets with Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, March 15, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By JOSH BOAK and WILL WEISSERT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With St. Patrick's Day this weekend, President Joe Biden got to dwell Friday on one of his favorite subjects: Ireland.
Biden played host to Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar at the White House and then the two attended a luncheon at the U.S. Capitol as the two countries celebrate a century of diplomatic relations. The president wore a green necktie for Ireland and the Oval Office was decorated with a bowl of shamrocks placed in front of the fireplace.
"May the hinge of our friendship never grow rusty," Biden said to the Irish prime minister.
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., hosted the president and Varadkar for the annual "Friends of Ireland Luncheon" at the Capitol. Johnson introduced the president as "America's most famous Irishman." Biden used the event to push for foreign aid to support Ukraine as it fights against Russia and Israel as well as provide humanitarian assistance to people in Gaza.

    


Varadkar used his remarks at the luncheon to thank the United States for its work to bring peace between Ireland and Northern Ireland -- part of the United Kingdom -- with the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. But he turned to the war in Ukraine, as the House has been unable to pass military aid for the country, much to Biden's frustration. 




"Ukraine must not fall and together, we need to stand by Ukraine for as long as it takes," Varadkar said. "We look forward to working with America for the next 100 years."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden is nearly as fond of his Irish heritage as he is of his home state of Delaware and his birthplace of Scranton, Pennsylvania. He loves to quote the Irish poet Seamus Heaney, among others. He has delivered Irish toasts before formal dinners. He has routinely brought up Ireland with leaders from other foreign countries. He spoke at a pub last year while visiting Ireland, reveling in the chance to be there.
As Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said last year while Biden visited that country, "Joe, one thing that everybody has learned about you is that you're a proud Irish American."

    


His campaign planned to hold a virtual event on Friday to mobilize Irish American voters in a sign of the Democrats' interests. The Census Bureau has said that more than 30 million people in the U.S. claim Irish ancestry, with the largest group being in the Chicago area. 
___
AP Writer Darlene Superville contributed to this report.
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Maryland House pushes higher taxes, online gambling in $1.3B plan for education and transportation

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones, a Baltimore County Democrat, announces a plan to raise more than $1 billion in revenue for K-12 education and transportation during a news conference with other House Democrats on Friday, March 15, 2024 in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Brian Witte)]
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- A budget showdown at the Maryland General Assembly is brewing, with top House leaders outlining on Friday a $1.3 billion plan for new state revenues to pay future education and transportation costs that Senate leaders think is too hefty now and unsuitable for the state's current economic climate.
The House's revenue package includes tax, fee and toll increases, as well as the legalization of internet gambling, which would make casino games available for wagering online.
House Speaker Adrienne Jones, a Baltimore County Democrat, kicked off a news conference with top Democrats who control the chamber by saying, "We can no longer rely on quick fixes or short-term approaches."
"They will only land us right back in the same place next year," Jones said. "At this point, we know what the solution is, and it's finally time that we just say it. The answer is revenues."

    


The plan is targeting the rising costs of the state's K-12 education funding plan known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future. The blueprint, approved in 2020, phases in larger amounts of money to expand early childhood education, increase teachers' salaries, and provide aid to struggling schools.




While the budget approved by the Senate fully funds the blueprint for the next fiscal year, the state has yet to find the answer to rising costs in the years after that. 
The House plan attempts to solve that with revenue from internet gambling. However, gambling expansion would require a constitutional amendment, which needs a three-fifths vote in each chamber and approval by voters in November. Corporate tax reform is also part of the plan to help fund the blueprint.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House plan also aims to address the state's transportation funding woes by raising the vehicle excise tax from 6% to 6.5% and adjusting a vehicle trade-in exemption to apply only when a vehicle is traded in for a zero-emissions or hybrid vehicle.

    


It also would raise revenues by changing vehicle registration fees, based on new weight classifications, and imposing a statewide ride-sharing fee of 75 cents. 
More money from tolls also is part of the plan.
"They haven't gone up for 10 years, and they were reduced for political reasons during the previous administration," said Del. Marc Korman, a Montgomery County Democrat who chairs the House Environment and Transportation Committee. 
So far, neither the Senate nor the governor have appeared supportive of the House's proposal. The $63 billion spending plan submitted by the governor and approved by the Senate Thursday night balances the budget, with a large rainy day fund remaining.
"To the hardworking Marylanders out there who are feeling the challenges of stubborn inflation, we do not want you to bear additional burden," Senate President Bill Ferguson, a Baltimore Democrat, said Friday. 
Gov. Wes Moore, a Democrat who submitted his budget plan in January without tax increases, remained wary of backing them now.
"Any conversation with the General Assembly around taxes is going to have a very high bar for the governor, and any of those conversations will focus on creating fiscally disciplined ways of making Maryland's economy grow," said Carter Elliott, the governor's spokesman.

    


But Del. Ben Barnes, who chairs the House Appropriations Committee, said the state's current budget isn't sustainable enough to meet the needs identified as priorities by the governor, the Senate and the House.
"We are facing a high bar. We are facing shortfalls in our Transportation Trust Fund that are not sustainable, so we believe we've met the high bar," Barnes, a Prince George's County Democrat, said.
House changes to the state's budget legislation for the next fiscal year have to be worked out with the Senate before the General Assembly adjourns April 8 at midnight.
The two chambers already appear to have near agreement on some new revenue to help pay for the rising costs of the state's medical trauma system. Both are advancing measures to increase revenues from vehicle registration fees that support emergency services. The House and Senate also are advancing bills to tax guns and ammunition to help pay for emergency services needed for gunshot patients.
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Former prime minister Kaczynski says Poland needed spyware but he wasn't interested in the details

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Poland's main opposition leader, Jaroslaw Kaczynski is questioned by a parliamentary commission at the parliament building, in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, March 15, 2024. Kaczynski appeared before a special parliamentary committee Friday to testify about the purchase and allegedly illegal use of advanced spyware by a government headed by his Law and Justice Party. The NSO Group's Pegasus spyware was used to spy on mobile devices belonging to opponents of the party. Recent findings suggest it was also used to eavesdrop on some key members of the right-wing party, as well. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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        Former prime minister Kaczynski says Poland needed spyware but he wasn't interested in the details
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Former Polish prime minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski told a parliamentary committee Friday he believes Poland needed advanced spyware but that, despite his leadership position, he wasn't interested in how or against whom it was used.
Kaczynski testified before the committee in a televised session about the purchase and allegedly illegal use of advanced spyware by a government headed by his Law and Justice party, which was in power from 2015 to 2023. For part of that term he was deputy prime minister for national security.
"As far as Pegasus (spyware) goes, I was aware that it's a tool for breaking into communication devices, and that Poland needs it, and that other countries also have it," Kaczynski said. But he stressed that he was "not directly interested in the operational activity of the (security) services." 
However, he later said the "use of Pegasus was in accordance with the law, there were no shortcomings, and in 99% it was used against criminals."

    


Most of the time Kaczynski avoided directly answering questions, saying he did not remember the facts or digressing to praise the Law and Justice government. The questioning went on for many hours.




The Israel-based NSO Group's Pegasus spyware was used to spy on mobile devices belonging to opponents of the party, according to findings by the University of Toronto's nonprofit Citizen Lab. Recent details suggest it was also used to eavesdrop on some key members of Kaczynski's right-wing party. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The revelations, first reported by The Associated Press in 2021, shocked Poland and added to the European Union's concerns that the Law and Justice government was undermining the rule of law. They also hurt the credentials of Kaczynski's populist party. The Polish hacks are considered particularly egregious because they occurred in a EU member country. 
As the hearing began, Kaczynski sought to avoid testifying and argued he should not have to give evidence, saying that he has only marginal knowledge of how the Pegasus spyware was used but that what he does know is classified and should not be revealed in a public hearing.

    


Kaczynski refused to repeat the portion of the witness oath that promises "the whole truth," causing a delay as the committee debated whether he had been properly sworn in.
When the proceedings continued, Kaczynski attacked his political rivals, the current government, saying that the commission's probe was a "political undertaking" aimed at proving an "illusionary notion that there was dictatorship in Poland" during his party's term in power. 
Kaczynski, 74, was prime minister in 2006-2007, but continued to play a key role in Poland's politics after leaving the job, especially when his party ruled again in 2015-2023. He was considered Poland's most powerful politician during the period the spyware was used. 
In January 2022, Kaczynski acknowledged that the country bought advanced spyware from the NSO Group, but denied that it was being used to target his political opponents.
Current Prime Minister Donald Tusk has said the previous government used Pegasus illegally and targeted a "very long" list of victims. Poland's license for the use of Pegasus was discontinued in 2022, following the reports that the government used it against political opponents. 

    


President Andrzej Duda, who is a Law and Justice ally, has shown little interest in clarifying the serious allegations around the use of spyware. 
Pegasus gives operators complete access to targeted mobile device, allowing them to extract passwords and to activate the microphone and camera for real-time eavesdropping.
Law and Justice lost power in December following an electoral defeat. The new parliament dominated by a pro-EU coalition has set up the special committee to dig into the previous government's use of the spyware. The committee is also to question other members of the Law and Justice government and cyber security experts. 
A number of cases of Pegasus abuse have been revealed since 2015, showing the NSO Group spyware was employed to eavesdrop on journalists, politicians, diplomats, lawyers and human rights activists from the Middle East to Mexico.
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White House encourages House Republicans to 'move on' from their Biden impeachment effort

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden arrives at the White House from a campaign trip to Michigan, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's top White House lawyer is encouraging House Speaker Mike Johnson to end his chamber's efforts to impeach the president over unproven claims that he benefited from the business dealings of his son and brother. 
White House counsel Ed Siskel wrote in a Friday letter to Johnson, R-La., that testimony and records turned over to the House Oversight and Judiciary committees have failed to establish any wrongdoing and that even Republican witnesses have poured cold water on the impeachment effort. It comes a month after federal prosecutors charged an ex-FBI informant who was the source of some of the most explosive allegations with lying about the Bidens and undisclosed Russian intelligence contacts.
"It is obviously time to move on, Mr. Speaker," Siskel wrote. "This impeachment is over. There is too much important work to be done for the American people to continue wasting time on this charade."

    


The rare communique from the White House counsel's office comes as Republicans, their House majority shrinking ever further with early departures, have hit a near-standstill in their Biden impeachment inquiry.




Johnson has acknowledged that it's unclear if the Biden probe will disclose impeachable offenses and that "people have gotten frustrated" that it has dragged on this long.
But he insisted as he opened a House Republican retreat late Wednesday in West Virginia that the "slow and deliberate" process is by design as investigators do the work.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Does it reach the 'treason, high crimes and misdemeanor' standard?" Johnson said, referring to the Constitution's high bar for impeachment. "Everyone will have to make that evaluation when we pull all the evidence together."
Without the support from their narrow ranks to impeach the Democratic president, the Republican leaders are increasingly eyeing criminal referrals to the Justice Department of those they say may have committed potential crimes for prosecution. It is unclear to whom they are referring.

    


The speaker's spokesman said it's unsurprising the White House wants to close the House inquiry into the Biden family and its finances.
"The White House does not get to decide how impeachment gets resolved, that is for Congress to decide," Raj Shah said in a statement.
House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer is marching ahead with a planned hearing next week despite Hunter Biden's decision not to appear. Instead, the panel will hear public testimony from several former business partners of the president's son.
Comer has also been looking at legislation that would toughen the ethics laws around elected officials.
Without delving into specifics, Johnson said the probe has unearthed "a lot of things that we believe that violated the law."
While sending criminal referrals would likely be a mostly symbolic act, it could open the door to prosecutions of the Bidens in a future administration, particularly as former President Donald Trump has vowed to take revenge on his political detractors.
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A migrant boat sinks off the Turkish coast, killing at least 22 people

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A member of Turkish Coastal Security uses binoculars on the Turkey's shore of Aegean sea in Eceabat, Turkey, Friday, March 15, 2024. A rubber dinghy carrying migrants sank off Turkey's northern Aegean coast on Friday, killing at least 22 people, officials said. (Dia Images via AP)]
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- A rubber dinghy carrying migrants sank off Turkey's northern Aegean coast on Friday, killing at least 22 people, officials said.
Turkish coast guard personnel rescued two migrants from the sea off the town of Eceabat in Canakkale province, while two others reached the shore by themselves and notified officials, Gov. Ilhami Aktas said.
It was not clear how many people were on the boat when it sank and the coast guard was continuing to search the area, he said.
Aktas told the state-run Anadolu Agency that seven of the dead were infants or children.
The migrants' nationalities were not immediately known. 
They were trying to reach the Greek island of Samothraki, the private Demiroren News Agency reported.
Eighteen rescue boats, a plane, two helicopters and a drone were involved in the search and rescue mission, the statement said. Ambulances were on standby at a nearby port, Anadolu reported.

    


Although their numbers have declined in recent years, migrants mostly from the Middle East and Africa often leave Turkey to try to reach Greece or Italy in search of a better life in European countries. 
The Turkish coast guard said it caught at least 93 migrants attempting to leave the Turkish coast on boats this week.
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A Catholic activist in Belarus is handed a 3-year sentence as a crackdown on dissent intensifies

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This handout photo from the Viasna Human Rights Center shows Belarusian Uladzislau Beladzed, 33, teacher of the catechism at the Minsk city's Cathedral of the Holy Name of the Saint Virgin Mary. A Catholic activist in Belarus was convicted on charges of insulting the president and inciting social discord and was handed a three-year prison sentence on Friday. (Viasna Human Rights Center via AP)]
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- A Catholic activist in Belarus was handed a three-year prison sentence Friday on charges that Western diplomats have denounced as politically driven, the latest move in the authorities' sweeping crackdown on the country's civil society.
Uladzislau Beladzed, 33, who taught the catechism at the city's Cathedral of the Holy Name of the Saint Virgin Mary, was convicted on charges of insulting the president and inciting social discord.
Beladzed actively participated in protests sparked by a 2020 vote that handed another term to Belarus' authoritarian President Alexander Lukashenko and was denounced by the opposition and the West as rigged. Belarusian authorities responded to the massive demonstrations with a sweeping crackdown that saw more than 35,000 people arrested and thousands beaten by police.
Beladzed was detained by police at rallies on several occasions. He went on to support the country's movement for free elections, and, after the start of Russia's war in Ukraine, he publicly prayed for peace.

    


During the protests, some Catholic and Protestant churches provided shelter and support to demonstrators. Catholic and Protestant clergy who supported the protests and sheltered demonstrators at their churches became targets of repression, but even some Orthodox priests condemned the crackdown.




About 80% of Belarus' population of 9.5 million are Orthodox Christians. Around 14% are Catholics, living mainly in the country's western, northern, and central regions, while a further 2% belong to Protestant churches.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Beladzed has been in custody since his arrest in May 2023, and the Viasna human rights center said he had serious health issues and reported that his relatives saw signs that he had been beaten when they attended the trial. Beladzed also was forced to film a video from his prison cell in which he said he was gay, "under obvious coercion," Viasna said.

    


Beladzed's case, which has dealt another crippling blow to Belarus' beleaguered civil society, has provoked sharp criticism from Western diplomats, who condemned the charges against him as unfair and politically motivated.
There are more than 1,400 political prisoners in the country, according to Viasna, including the group's founder, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski.
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As the rumble of tractor protests grows, the EU offers more environmental concessions to farmers

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Tractors are parked during a protest, near the Chateau de Versailles, outside Paris, Friday, March 1, 2024. The European Union's executive arm on Friday, March 15, 2024 proposed to sacrifice even more climate and environmental measures in the bloc's latest set of concessions to farmers who appear bent to continue their disruptive tractor protests until the June EU elections. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesting farmers with their tractors take part in a rally outside an agricultural fair in the port city of Thessaloniki, northern Greece, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. The European Union's executive arm on Friday, March 15, 2024 proposed to sacrifice even more climate and environmental measures in the bloc's latest set of concessions to farmers who appear bent to continue their disruptive tractor protests until the June EU elections. (AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tractors are parked behind a blockade in the European Quarter during a protest of farmers outside a meeting of EU agriculture ministers in Brussels, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024. The European Union's executive arm on Friday, March 15, 2024 proposed to sacrifice even more climate and environmental measures in the bloc's latest set of concessions to farmers who appear bent to continue their disruptive tractor protests until the June EU elections. (AP Photo/Nicolas Landemard, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union's executive arm on Friday proposed weakening even more climate and environmental measures in the bloc's latest set of concessions to farmers apparently bent on continuing disruptive tractor protests until the June EU elections. 
Angering environmentalists across the 27 EU member states, the Commission proposed to further loosen rules imposed on agriculture which it said, not so long ago, were instrumental to the bloc's strategy to become climate neutral by 2050. That iconic challenge put the EU in the global vanguard of fighting climate change.
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen insisted that the EU's overall climate goals remained intact, even though she stressed she would "continue to stand steadfastly by our farmers, who maintain EU food security and serve at the frontline of our climate and environment action." 

    


Under the proposals, the conditions to move farming to become more climate friendly were weakened or cut in areas like crop rotation, soil cover protection and tillage methods. Small farmers, representing some two-thirds of the workforce and the most active within the continent-wide protest movement, will be exempt from some controls and penalties under the new rules. 




Politically, the bloc has moved rightward over the past year. The plight of farmers has become a rallying cry for populists and conservatives who claim EU climate and farm policies are little more than bureaucratic bungling from elitist politicians who have lost any feeling for soil and land. The Christian Democratic European People's Party of von der Leyen has been among the most vocal and powerful in defending the farmers' cause. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I would actually call it populism," said Green MEP Thomas Waitz, saying the Commission proposals would cut deep into the agricultural commitment that is part of the EU's vaunted Green Deal to reach climate neutrality. "Now they try to deflect the anger of the local farmers and instrumentalize it against the Green Deal." 

    


Scientists and environmentalists from around the globe, though, have insisted drastic measures are necessary just to prevent global warming from getting worse, and have pointed to Europe as one of the places with the bleakest prospects.
The Commission proposals must still be endorsed by the member states, but considering previous concessions, they stand a good chance of being accepted quickly, observers said. 
Friday's plans were the EU's latest concessions in reaction to protests that have affected the daily lives of tens of millions of EU citizens and cost businesses tens of millions of euros due to transportation delays. Others have included shelving legislation on tighter pesticide rules and requirements to let some land lie fallow. 
On top of the EU itself, member states have also caved in to several demands as the tractor protests shot up the political agenda. Complaints have centered on excessive bureaucracy, intrusive environmental rules and unfair competition from third countries, including Ukraine. 

    


The Commission said that even though more flexibility measures for farmers were now proposed, the overall EU climate goals remained valid. 
"We are the first continent to have made a binding legal commitment to reach climate neutrality by 2050. Not only have we done that," said Commission spokesman Eric Mamer, "but we actually fixed a roadmap to 2030 with the legal act to ensure that we are on the right path to meet that objective."
He insisted Friday's proposals would not veer from that commitment, even though "that we ... adapt from time to time to changing circumstances is obvious." 
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Hungary's Orban rails against the EU and 'the Western world' in a speech on a national holiday

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban gives a speech on the steps of the National Museum in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Orban's speech, commemorating the 176th anniversary of Hungary's failed uprising against Habsburg rule, came as his government seeks to mitigate political damage from the resignation of its former president who stepped down in February over a pardon scandal. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers his speech during the official state ceremony to mark 176th anniversary of the outbreak of the 1848 revolution and war of independence against Habsburg rule at the Hungarian National Museum, in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: People listen the speech of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Orban's speech, commemorating the 176th anniversary of Hungary's failed uprising against Habsburg rule, came as his government seeks to mitigate political damage from the resignation of its former president who stepped down in February over a pardon scandal. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: People listen to the speech of Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: People wave Hungarian flag during the speech of Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga gives a speech on Hungary's National Day in Budapest on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga meets with people in the crowd after his speech on Hungary's National Day in Budapest on Friday, March 15. 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga holds a smoke-candle after his speech on Hungary's National Day in Budapest on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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    [image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban gives a speech on the steps of the National Museum in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Orban's speech, commemorating the 176th anniversary of Hungary's failed uprising against Habsburg rule, came as his government seeks to mitigate political damage from the resignation of its former president who stepped down in February over a pardon scandal. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers his speech during the official state ceremony to mark 176th anniversary of the outbreak of the 1848 revolution and war of independence against Habsburg rule at the Hungarian National Museum, in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers his speech during the official state ceremony to mark 176th anniversary of the outbreak of the 1848 revolution and war of independence against Habsburg rule at the Hungarian National Museum, in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban gives a speech on the steps of the National Museum in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Orban's speech, commemorating the 176th anniversary of Hungary's failed uprising against Habsburg rule, came as his government seeks to mitigate political damage from the resignation of its former president who stepped down in February over a pardon scandal. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: People listen the speech of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Orban's speech, commemorating the 176th anniversary of Hungary's failed uprising against Habsburg rule, came as his government seeks to mitigate political damage from the resignation of its former president who stepped down in February over a pardon scandal. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: People listen to the speech of Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | People listen to the speech of Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15
People listen to the speech of Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga in Budapest, Hungary, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Magyar, who was once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban sought to mobilize support for his brand of right-wing populism in a holiday speech on Friday, urging his spectators to help him "occupy Brussels" in European Union elections this summer. 
Orban's address, coinciding with a national holiday commemorating Hungary's failed 1848 revolution against Habsburg rule, railed against the EU and compared it to imperial occupiers that have dominated Hungary throughout history. 
The nationalist leader, speaking from the steps of the National Museum in central Budapest, drew a sharp contrast between his country and the "Western world," accusing the latter of being a source of rootlessness and destruction.
"They start wars, destroy worlds, redraw countries' borders and graze on everything like locusts," he told the crowd, many of whom were bused into Budapest for the occasion. "We Hungarians live differently and want to live differently."

    
        
    

    


He was speaking less than three months before EU elections that are expected to show a surge for far-right parties across the continent that share many of Orban's key positions. 
Opposition to immigration and LGBTQ+ rights, as well as a commitment to national pride and sovereignty, featured heavily in his comments on the national holiday, which often bore the tone of a campaign speech. 
"Brussels is not the first empire that has set its eyes on Hungary," Orban said, referring to the EU's de-facto capital. "The peoples of Europe today are afraid that Brussels will take away their freedom. ... If we want to preserve Hungary's freedom and sovereignty, we have no choice: We have to occupy Brussels." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is heightened political tension in Hungary following the resignation in February of the president, Orban ally Katalin Novak, amid outrage over her issuing of a pardon to a convicted accomplice in a case of child sexual abuse in a state-run orphanage.

    


The scandal also led to the resignation of a former justice minister and put unprecedented political pressure on Orban's long-serving government, which has led Hungary since 2010. 
Hungary's position among its partners and allies has also faced strain in recent months. On Thursday, in a speech reflecting on the 25th anniversary of Hungary's NATO membership, U.S. Ambassador David Pressman highlighted concerns over Hungary's reliability as an ally in the military alliance, stating that Orban's government "appears to have little interest in constructive dialogue" to solve disagreements with its partners.
In the speech in Budapest, Pressman criticized Hungary's recent obstructionism toward Sweden's NATO accession, and accused Orban of pursuing dangerous relationships with Russia and China. 
Orban's government, Pressman said, "labels and treats the United States as an 'adversary' while making policy choices that increasingly isolate it from friends and allies."
Hungary's government also faces a challenge from an unexpected source at home: Peter Magyar, the former husband of one-time justice minister and Orban ally Judit Varga. 

    


Once an insider within Orban's Fidesz party, Magyar in recent weeks has publicly called for fundamental change and gathered a significant following through internet posts and widely watched interviews.
On Friday, Magyar addressed a crowd of around 10,000 people in Budapest where he announced his plans to form a new political party to challenge Fidesz's 14-year grip on power and act as an alternative to Hungary's fragmented opposition. 
"If Hungarian voters finally see a real political force that cannot be bribed or blackmailed, that is honest, straight, open and free of extremes, then more and more people will believe that there is hope for change ... after decades in a political swamp," Magyar said in a speech, where he also accused Orban's government of corruption and economic mismanagement. 
Yet as Orban hopes for success this summer for conservative forces in Europe, he has also achieved close ties with parts of the American right, including former President Donald Trump. 

    


The Hungarian leader last week visited the United States where he met with Trump at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, and openly called for a Trump victory over President Joe Biden in November elections. 
In his speech on Friday, Orban said that support for Trump showed that American voters were "rebelling," and predicted a political shift that will favor conservatives in Europe and the United States in 2024.
"This year will be a turning point," he said. "At the beginning of the year we were still alone, and by the end of the year we will be the majority." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hungary-orban-rails-against-eu-west-speech-5e1e0c25560de5623752c0955e358c54
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany, France and Poland vowed Friday to procure more weapons for Kyiv and step up production of military equipment along with partners in Ukraine, promising that Ukraine can rely on the trio of European powers as it tries to overcome a shortage of military resources.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz welcomed French President Emmanuel Macron and Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk for a hastily arranged summit of the so-called "Weimar Triangle" of the three countries. The meeting came as Russia votes in an election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule.
Scholz said he discussed what support is needed now with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Thursday. 
"He knows that he can rely on us, and we are renewing this signal for support for Kyiv from here today," he said after the meeting. "But a crystal-clear signal also goes to Moscow -- the Russian president should know that we won't let up in our support for Ukraine."

    


Kyiv's forces are hoping for more military supplies from Ukraine's Western partners, but in the meantime, they are struggling against a bigger and better-provisioned Russian army that is pressing hard at some front-line points in Ukraine. The European Union's plans to produce 1 million artillery rounds for Ukraine have fallen well short, while aid for Ukraine is being held up in the United States by political differences.




The German leader said that "starting immediately, we will procure even more weapons for Ukraine, on the overall world market."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Secondly, the production of military equipment will be expanded, including though cooperation with partners in Ukraine," Scholz added. And he said that a new "coalition for long-range rocket artillery" will be set up, underlining a pledge made at a conference in Paris last month.
Scholz gave no details, and the three leaders took no questions. Macron reaffirmed France's support for a Czech-initiated plan to buy ammunition and shells outside the European Union, but also gave no details.

    


"We want to spend our money, we want to help in every possible way ... here and now, so that the situation of Ukraine in the coming weeks and months gets better, not worse," Tusk said.
Kyiv's forces are hoping for more military supplies from Ukraine's Western partners, but in the meantime, they are struggling against a bigger and better-provisioned Russian army that is pressing hard at some front-line points in Ukraine. The European Union's plans to produce 1 million artillery rounds for Ukraine have fallen well short, while aid for Ukraine is being held up in the United States by political differences.
"This is a serious moment," Macron said. "A new era is dawning, and we'll be there. And the fact that the three of us are united on this day, determined with the same lucidity about the situation in Ukraine and determined never to let Russia win and to support the Ukrainian people to the end, is a strength for us, our peoples, our security and our Europe."
Germany, France and Poland are among Ukraine's key allies. Germany has become Ukraine's second-biggest supplier of military aid after the United States and is stepping up support this year, although Scholz has faced criticism for refusing to send Taurus long-range cruise missiles.

    


The leaders' remarks didn't address differences between Scholz and Macron after the French leader said at last month's conference that sending in Western ground troops should not be ruled out in the future. Scholz said then that participants had agreed there will be "no ground troops" on Ukrainian soil sent by European countries.
On Thursday, Macron reiterated his position, though he said the current situation doesn't require sending ground troops. Scholz's spokesperson, Steffen Hebestreit, made clear Friday that the chancellor hasn't changed his views.
In Brussels, the EU's executive branch on Friday allocated 500 million euros ($545 million) to a project to reduce bottlenecks slowing the production of explosives and other materials used to manufacture artillery shells for the bloc and its allies. The European Commission estimates that the plan will allow industry to produce 1.7 million shells annually by the end of the year, and 2 million by late 2025.
Scholz and Tusk have both visited Washington recently and pressed for the U.S. to release aid for Ukraine.
___
Associated Press journalists Sylvie Corbet in Paris and Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Croatia will hold a parliamentary election on April 17

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic gestures as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. Croatia's parliament was dissolved on Thursday, March 14, 2024 to pave the way for a parliamentary election later this year. The election date has not been set, though Prime Minister Plenkovic has suggested it should be held before the vote for the European Parliament in early June. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, File)]
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                                        Croatia will hold a parliamentary election on April 17, the country's president said on Friday.
President Zoran Milanovic scheduled the parliamentary vote after Croatia's parliament dissolved on Thursday.
The ballot next month will pit the ruling conservative Croatian Democratic Union against a group of centrist and left-leaning parties who have announced they will run as an alliance. 
Just hours after setting the election date, Milanovic announced a surprise bid to run for prime minister as the candidate of the opposition Social Democratic Party. 
"I promise a determined and (corruption) clear government," said Milanovic, who has served as prime minister in the past. "I'm inviting all honorable people and parties to come together (for the election.)" 
Croatia is also slated to hold a presidential election by the end of the year. Milanovic said later he would resign as president after the parliamentary "victory."

    


Milanovic will challenge the current conservative Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic and his ruling Croatian Democratic Union, known by its Croatian initials as the HDZ.
The HDZ have largely held power since Croatia gained independence from the former Yugoslavia in 1991. The party has faced mounting accusations of corruption from the opposition ahead of the ballot but has denied the claims.
Milanovic also set the country's voting for the European Parliament on June 7.
The Adriatic Sea nation became the newest member of the European Union in 2013 and joined Europe's free travel and euro zones last year.
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Kentucky GOP moves to criminalize interference with legislature after transgender protests

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Protesters of Kentucky Senate Bill SB150, known as the Transgender Health Bill, cheer on speakers during a rally on the lawn of the Kentucky Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., March 29, 2023. Protests at Kentucky's Capitol can seem as commonplace -- and noisy -- as basketball pep rallies when the Republican-led legislature is considering bills that stir the emotions of activists opposing them. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesters of Kentucky Senate bill SB150, known as the Transgender Health Bill gather at the steps of the Senate chamber of the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., Wednesday, March 29, 2023. Protests at Kentucky's Capitol can seem as commonplace -- and noisy -- as basketball pep rallies when the Republican-led legislature is considering bills that stir the emotions of activists opposing them. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Protesters of Kentucky Senate bill SB150, known as the Transgender Health Bill gather at the steps of the Senate chamber of the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., Wednesday, March 29, 2023. Protests at Kentucky's Capitol can seem as commonplace -- and noisy -- as basketball pep rallies when the Republican-led legislature is considering bills that stir the emotions of activists opposing them. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)


            Read More
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky's Republican-supermajority legislature is taking steps to criminalize disruptive protests inside the Capitol, raising concerns among advocates that their right to challenge authority will be chilled.
Before big votes on polarizing issues, throngs of protesters have waved signs and shouted out synchronized chants at the foot of the steps that lawmakers climb to reach the House or Senate chambers, creating a din that echoes throughout the ornate statehouse. Activists sometimes pack committee rooms in the Capitol Annex or crowd the galleries to monitor floor debates.
Teachers, union members and abortion-rights supporters have staged massive demonstrations, but it was a protest against anti-transgender legislation -- which resulted in the arrests of some demonstrators on criminal trespassing charges last year -- that prompted the Kentucky House this week to approve new criminal offenses for interfering with legislative proceedings. The bill is now pending in the Senate. 

    


Republican state Rep. John Blanton considers protesting to be "as American as apple pie," and "part of the foundation of who we are and I'm fully supportive of that." But he said there should be consequences when demonstrators "cross the line" and become disruptive.




"The purpose of House Bill 626 is to ensure that the General Assembly has an opportunity to legislate without interference from people who wish to prevent us from doing our work on behalf of our constituents," Blanton said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other state legislatures also have criminalized disruptions. Georgia has a law, challenged in court, making a third such offense a felony. Until 2020 in Kansas, people who wanted to stage an event at the statehouse, including a protest, had to have a legislative sponsor and permit, and handheld signs were banned. The rules were relaxed after a lawsuit, allowing handheld signs as long as people don't attach them to a wall or railing. A permit or sponsor isn't needed unless someone wants to reserve a specific space like a committee room.

    


Under the Kentucky bill, "disorderly or disruptive conduct" intended to disrupt or prevent lawmakers from doing business would be a misdemeanor for a first offense and a felony for repeat offenses. The offenses also include impeding a lawmaker or aide from entering a legislative room or refusing to leave a legislative facility with the intent to prevent lawmakers from doing business. 
Activists worry it could chill their rights to challenge authority.
"When lawmakers are willfully stripping away civil rights, what other avenues do Kentuckians have but to protest their actions?" said Chris Hartman, executive director of the Fairness Campaign, a Kentucky-based LGBTQ+ advocacy group that led opposition to the anti-transgender bill.
ACLU of Kentucky legal director Corey Shapiro said he's concerned that "people could be arrested for simply expressing their opinions to legislators."
Lawmakers can generally criminalize actions impeding their orderly business, provided that "reasonable alternative avenues of speech" are available, said University of Kentucky constitutional law professor Joshua Douglas.

    


"My concern with the bill is that it does not define 'disorderly or disruptive conduct,' so it could be seen as too vague under the First Amendment," Douglas said. "Laws that limit speech must be written very precisely so it is clear what speech conduct is prohibited for a good enough governmental purpose."
Twenty years ago, when Democrats still controlled the House, hundreds of hymn-singing protesters exhorted lawmakers to support a constitutional amendment barring same-sex marriages, which voters then approved overwhelmingly.
Now the backlash is against Republican bills. Teachers thronged the Capitol a few years ago to protest pension legislation and other measures they considered to be anti-public education. Abortion-rights supporters spoke out, to no avail, as GOP lawmakers passed anti-abortion laws, culminating in the state's near-total ban.
Tensions boiled over last year when the House overrode Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear's veto of the bill banning access to gender-affirming health care for young transgender people. As prolonged chants rang out from the gallery, nearly 20 protesters were removed and charged with third-degree criminal trespassing.

    


"There were many of you that had your buttons to push last year that wanted to speak, that had your voices for your constituents silenced," Blanton said to his House colleagues on Monday. "Because we just had to move on and take the vote, it got so out of control. So they were trying to impede our process."
Blanton, a retired state police major, said the proposed new criminal offenses would be a better fit than trespassing statutes, since the Capitol is a public place. Of the 19 people arrested last year, only one has gone to trial, and was ordered to pay a $1 fine along with court costs. Four others pleaded guilty and the other cases are pending, according to the Lexington Herald-Leader.

    


As for how law enforcement officers would interpret a demonstrator's intent when enforcing the measure, their first response would be to observe and, if they can identify people being disruptive, ask them to leave, Blanton said.
"They're not just going to go up there and randomly start arresting people," Blanton said. "We've never seen that happen here."
Such reassurances haven't eased the activists' concerns. "From my personal experience, state troopers are nothing but antsy when it comes to protesters," Hartman said.
___
Associated Press Writers Jeff Amy in Atlanta and John Hanna in Topeka, Kansas, contributed to this report.
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The Supreme Court upholds mandatory prison terms for some low-level drug dealers
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[image: FILE - The Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Supreme Court is seen in Washington, March 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court ruled Friday that thousands of low-level drug dealers are ineligible for shortened prison terms under a Trump-era bipartisan criminal justice overhaul.
The justices took the case of Mark Pulsifer, an Iowa man who was convicted of distributing at least 50 grams of methamphetamine, to settle a dispute among federal courts over the meaning of the word "and" in a muddy provision of the 2018 First Step Act.
The law's so-called safety valve provision is meant to spare low-level, nonviolent drug dealers who agree to plead guilty and cooperate with prosecutors from having to face often longer mandatory sentences.
Some courts had concluded the use of the word indeed means "and," but others decided that it means "or." A defendant's eligibility for a shorter sentence depended on the outcome.
"Today, we agree with the Government's view of the criminal-history provision," Justice Elena Kagan wrote for the majority in the 6-3 decision that did not split the justices along liberal-conservative lines.

    


In dissent, Justice Neil Gorsuch referred to the First Step Act as possibly "the most significant criminal-justice reform bill in a generation." But under the court's decision, "thousands more people in the federal criminal justice system will be denied a chance--just a chance at" a reduced sentence, Gorsuch wrote, joined by Justices Ketanji Brown Jackson and Sonia Sotomayor.




Nearly 6,000 people convicted of drug trafficking in the 2021 budget year alone are in the pool of those who might have been eligible for reduced sentences, according to data compiled by the U.S. Sentencing Commission.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The provision lists three criteria for allowing judges to forgo a mandatory minimum sentence that basically looks to the severity of prior crimes. Congress wrote the section in the negative so that a judge can exercise discretion in sentencing if a defendant "does not have" three sorts of criminal history.

    


Before reaching their decision, the justices puzzled over how to determine eligibility for the safety valve -- whether any of the conditions is enough to disqualify someone or whether it takes all three to be ineligible.
Pulsifer's lawyers argued that all three conditions must apply before the longer sentence can be imposed. The government said just one condition is enough to merit the mandatory minimum.
Kagan wrote that the language "creates an eligibility checklist, and demands that a defendant satisfy every one of its conditions."
Two of the three conditions applied to Pulsifer. The trial court and the St. Louis-based 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled he was eligible for a mandatory sentence of at least 15 years. He actually received a 13 1/2-year sentence for unrelated reasons.
Now 61, Pulsifer is not scheduled to be released from prison until 2031, according to federal Bureau of Prison records.
Congress could still change the law if it thinks the court was wrong.
The case is Pulsifer v. U.S., 22-340.
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French company Naval Group has been selected to build 4 new submarines for the Dutch navy
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- French defense industry heavyweight Naval Group has been chosen to build four new diesel-electric submarines for the Dutch navy, the government announced Friday, in a provisional deal to replace three ageing Walrus Class subs.
The Dutch government did not immediately announce the price tag for the new submarines. However, in a letter to lawmakers, the Ministry of Defense said that the "investment budget" through 2039 is 5.6 billion euros ($6.1 billion), covering construction and other costs. 
Under the provisional deal that still has to be approved by lawmakers, Naval will deliver the first two new subs within 10 years of signing the delivery contract, the ministry said.
In a statement, the defense ministry said the new subs, to be named Orca, Swordfish, Barracuda and Tiger Shark, will be a major improvement on the existing fleet of three that will remain in service until the replacements are delivered.

    


"For example, the ability to launch cruise missiles significantly increases striking power," the ministry said. "With the latest sensors and communication systems, the new class is even better equipped than its predecessors to collect, analyze and share intelligence."




Naval beat bids by Swedish builder Saab Kockums and ThyssenKrupp from Germany in a tendering process.
The government stressed that while a French builder has been chosen, the deal will substantially benefit Dutch companies involved in the construction and fitting out of the new submarines.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our shipyards can build excellent surface ships themselves, but unfortunately we have not had any Dutch navy yards that can design and build submarines themselves for more than 25 years," Economic Affairs Minister Micky Adriaansens said in a statement. "It is therefore important, in line with the maritime manufacturing industry sector agenda, to stipulate that foreign candidate yards are obliged to place parts of the order with the Dutch industry."

    


Naval Group was plunged into the heart of an international diplomatic incident when the Australian government announced in 2021 that it was canceling a 90-billion Australian dollar contract for French-made diesel-electric submarines. Instead, Australia had struck a deal with the United States and Britain to provide submarines powered with U.S. nuclear technology, which French leaders said was sealed behind their backs.
In a move to heal relations with France, Canberra later agreed to pay Naval Group a 555-million-euro settlement for breaking the contract.
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Congo reinstates the death penalty after more than 20 years as it struggles to deal with militants

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Soldiers accused of rape and crimes against humanity slouch in their chairs during a military tribunal in the town of Baraka, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Feb. 16, 2011. Congo has lifted a more than two-decade old moratorium on the death penalty to try and rid the country of traitors and acts of "terrorism", said the government. The moratorium, established in 2003, has allowed offenders accused of treachery and espionage, guaranteed impunity, said the justice ministry in a statement that emerged Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Pete Muller, File)]
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Congo has lifted a more than two-decade-old moratorium on the death penalty as authorities struggle to curb violence and militant attacks in the country, according to a justice ministry statement released on Friday. 
The statement, dated earlier this week, said the ban from 2003 allowed offenders accused of treason and espionage to get away without proper punishment. 
Eastern Congo has been riddled by conflict for decades, linked to more than 120 armed groups fighting for land and power and in some cases, protecting their communities. 
The government said the violence in the east has plagued the country with recurrent conflict and resulted in a surge of attacks that have spread terror among the communities. 
In recent years, the M23 rebel group -- the most dominant in the region with alleged links to neighboring Rwanda -- has continued to attack villages, forcing many to flee to Goma, the region's largest city. M23 has laid siege to several communities with about half of North Kivu province under it's control. 

    


The violence in the province has worsened in recent weeks as security forces battle the rebels. Residents have said the group's fighter mostly launch attacks with bombs out of hills overlooking remote towns.




In its statement, the justice ministry said capital punishment will be reserved for offenders involved in criminal conspiracies, armed gangs, insurrection -- and also those who commit treason and war crimes. It will also be applied to the military, including those who rebel or desert and join enemy ranks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rights groups have condemned the decision, calling it a step back for the country. 
"This initiative is against the constitution," said Jean-Claude Katende, president of the African Association for Human Rights. "We don't think that capital punishment and the execution of this sentence are appropriate measures to restore order."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/congo-reinstates-death-penalty-eda4477a375495196c2ac43726092a4d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        Model and actor Cara Delevingne's Los Angeles home is destroyed in fire
      

      
        Music Review: Justin Timberlake returns on nostalgic 'Everything I Thought It Was'
      

      
        John Galliano' explores the rise and fall of a controversial designer
      

      
        Riders can climb 'halfway to the stars' on San Francisco cable car dedicated to late Tony Bennett
      

      
        Gerald Levin, the former Time Warner CEO who engineered a disastrous mega-merger, is dead at 84
      

      
        David Breashears, mountaineer and filmmaker who co-produced Mount Everest documentary, dies at 68
      

      
        Florida rivals ask courts to stop online sports gambling off tribal lands
      

      
        Top 20 Global Concert Tours from Pollstar
      

      
        Pierce Brosnan pleads guilty to walking off trail at Yellowstone hot springs, must pay $1,500
      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Model and actor Cara Delevingne's Los Angeles home is destroyed in fire

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Cara Delevingne appears at the 29th annual Screen Actors Guild Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 26, 2023. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: An aerial view shows a fire-damaged property, which appears to belong to Cara Delevingne, Friday, March 15, 2024, in the Studio City section of Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Los Angeles home of model and actor Cara Delevingne was destroyed in a fire Friday. 
One firefighter was taken to a hospital in fair condition with unspecified injuries, and one unidentified person from the house suffered minor smoke inhalation, Los Angeles Fire Department spokesman Nicholas Prange said.
Delevingne shared several Instagram stories referring to the fire after TMZ reported that the house in the Studio City neighborhood that was engulfed in flames before dawn belonged to her. Delevingne is currently appearing in a production of "Cabaret" on London's West End and was apparently not at home. 
Firefighters arrived at the two-story house to find heavy fire in the rear, which destroyed a room and spread to the attic, Prange said. Once fire crews made certain everyone was out of the house, they took a defensive position and the roof collapsed. It took them more than two hours to put out the flames.

    


Hours later, Delevingne, shared a video that showed a street full of fire trucks with lights flashing.
"Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all the firefighters and people that have showed up to help," another Instagram story read.


A third Instagram story showed a photo of two cats with the caption, " My heart is broken today I cannot believe it life can change in the blink of an eye cherish what you have." She later clarified with another post that her cats were not hurt in the fire. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The home also matches one that was featured in a 2021 profile in Architectural Digest. The white brick house with two pools and two trampolines in the backyard was built in 1941 for the Von der Ahe family, founders of the Vons grocery chain. 
Delevingne and her designer added playful elements, including a costume room for dress-up parties, a bathroom that's a memorial to David Bowie, poker and billiard rooms, and a ball pit. 

    


"If I'm having a bad day, I just hop in the ball pit," Delevingne told the magazine. "You can't really cry in a ball pit." 
Delevingne's representatives did not immediately respond to emails seeking comment.
The cause was under investigation.
The 31-year-old London-born Delevingne became widely known as a fashion model in the early 2010s and later began acting, appearing in the 2016 DC Comics film "Suicide Squad" and director Luc Besson's 2017 "Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets."
She also appeared in the Hulu series "Only Murders in the Building" with Steve Martin, Martin Short and Selena Gomez in 2022, and on FX's "American Horror Story" in 2023. 
___
Associated Press Writer John Antczak and AP photographer Jae Hong contributed. 
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Music Review: Justin Timberlake returns on nostalgic 'Everything I Thought It Was'

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by RCA shows "Everything I Thought It Was" by Justin Timberlake. (RCA via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This image released by RCA shows "Everything I Thought It Was" by Justin Timberlake. (RCA via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- In its better tracks, Justin Timberlake's first new album in six years, "Everything I Thought It Was," is a return to form for the musician. In the moments when his immediately recognizable falsetto eases into a familiar kind of future funk, it works. In others, it feels like poorly timed nostalgia.
Once celebrated as one of the great performers of the 21st century for his clever R&B-pop, JT has had a remarkable career: from Disney's star-making "The Mickey Mouse Club" to fronting one of the most successful boy bands of all time, NSYNC, to finding a path towards individuation and embarking on a stellar solo stint. The latter might be the most impressive -- from 2002's "Justified" to 2006's "FutureSex/LoveSounds," and an acting career (lest anyone forget his performance in "The Social Network") to yet another triumphant return to his spot atop pop music's throne with 2013's "The 20/20 Experience" and "The 20/20 Experience -- 2 of 2." If only it would've lasted.

    


Timberlake's public perception faltered in the years that followed. The album between that era and this one, 2018's "Man of the Woods" leaned into "return to roots" iconography (Timberlake is from Tennessee, after all) and Americana, folk sounds -- a divisive detour. When, in the early 2020s, the "Free Britney Spears" movement picked up momentum, Timberlake was cast as a villain in her story, which was only amplified with the release of her 2023 memoir "The Woman in Me." Several chapters are devoted to her relationship with Justin Timberlake, including deeply personal details about a pregnancy, abortion and painful breakup. 




Timberlake was also criticized for his role at the 2004 Super Bowl halftime show, in which a wardrobe malfunction led to Janet Jackson's breast being exposed, kneecapping her career. He didn't experience the same effects and was invited back to perform in 2018.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's all necessary context to bring the larger-than-life Justin Timberlake into 2024. The 18-track "Everything I Thought It Was," does not erase the "Man of the Woods" period, but it is an enjoyable -- if often derivative -- reminder of Timberlake at the height of his powers: from the slow-swag heartbreak track "Drown" co-written and co-produced by Timberlake, Louis Bell, Cirkut, Kenyon Dixon and Amy Allen to other elevated moments. Like "No Angels," with its disco rhythms and idiosyncratic falsetto on "There ain't no angels here on the dance floor" or on the inverted gospel "Sanctified," which features rapper Tobe Nwigwe and stadium-sized rock instrumentation. The pop "Paradise" features all of NSYNC -- if only a reunion was permanent.

    


Then there's "Selfish," the first single released from the album, an R&B ballad that bears striking resemblance to Nick Jonas' "Jealous" (which is odd, because "Jealous" steals from JT's early work -- and much of Jonas's solo career, it seems, was designed to mirror Timberlake's successful break from his boy band. Snake, meet tail.)
Any rectifying with his past self -- and his current public perception -- is limited to the opener "Memphis": "I pray for peace within myself/And no more regrets with it," he sings. "'Cause when I looked at my soul in the Mississippi/It reflected it." The rest of the album, it seems, focuses on love and the strength of his relationship with wife Jessica Biel. 

    


In the press leading up to the release of "Everything I Thought It Was," Timberlake has said the album took four years to make, and that he wrote 100 songs for it. The work is somewhat evident on tracks like "Infinity Sex" and "F----- Up the Disco," brassy, self-referential songs that serve as reminders of JT's heyday. They lack the impact of his previous records, but they are pleasant, nonetheless. 
The reality is, for the nostalgic charms found on "Everything I Thought It Was," Timberlake's work is no doubt colored by an unfortunately timed return to the music game. 
___
AP music reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/music-reviews
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'High & Low -- John Galliano' explores the rise and fall of a controversial designer

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The new documentary "High & Low --John Galliano" covers all the complexities of the famous designer, as one of the most celebrated and controversial figures in the fashion industry. Director Kevin Macdonald's film features candid interviews with Galliano and fashion icons Anna Wintour, Naomi Campbell, Penelope Cruz, Kate Moss, and Charlize Theron. (March 13)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image provided by MUBI is fashion designer John Galliano in the documentary film, "High & Low --John Galliano," directed by Kevin Macdonald. In the photograph by David Harriman John Galliano returns to the Dior archive for the first time since 2011. (David Harriman/MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MUBI shows fashion designer John Galliano in the doorway of his home in a scene from the documentary film, "High & Low --John Galliano," directed by Kevin Macdonald. (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by MUBI is model Naomi Campbell in a scene from the documentary film, "High & Low --John Galliano," on fashion designer John Galliano. (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by MUBI shows fashion designer John Galliano, left, and Vogue Editor-in-Chief, Anna Wintour, from the documentary film "High & Low --John Galliano," directed by Kevin Macdonald. (Bestimage/MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by MUBI shows David Harrison, a friend of fashion designer John Galliano, at his home in a scene from the documentary film, "High & Low --John Galliano," directed by Kevin Macdonald. (MUBI via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The new documentary "High & Low -- John Galliano" covers all the complexities of the famous British designer, one of the most celebrated and controversial figures in the fashion industry.
The film, directed by Kevin Macdonald, features candid interviews with Galliano and fashion icons Anna Wintour, Naomi Campbell, Penelope Cruz, Kate Moss and Charlize Theron.
Galliano's star shone brightly when Givenchy hired him as a young head designer in 1995, before Christian Dior brought him on as creative director in 1996. For nearly 15 years, he worked tirelessly on multiple seasonal collections at Dior and also started his own label. His over-the-top theatrical runway shows told stories with elaborate sets and makeup.
The film suggests that Galliano was overworked and abusing alcohol and drugs when he made a series of antisemitic and racist comments in 2010 and 2011. After the video of him saying "I love Hitler," went viral, outrage was swift. Dior dropped him, he was convicted in an antisemitism trial in France, and he disappeared from the fashion world for several years. During that time, he made public and private efforts to rehabilitate and get sober, and educate himself on Jewish history and culture. 

    


In 2014, Galliano was hired by Paris fashion house Maison Margiela and debuted his first show in years. His most recent show received rave reviews. The Associated Press talked to Macdonald about Galliano's rise and fall and why many friends and fans stayed loyal to him. Answers have been edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: How did this film come about?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

MACDONALD: I went to Paris, I met (Galliano), we had lunch, and it was obvious that he wanted to make a film. It was in his mind I think for a number of reasons, maybe partly because he thought, "Alexander McQueen has a great film. I should have one about me." ... But I think also because he said to me, "Look, I don't expect people to forgive me. Those who are not going to forgive me are not going to forgive me, but I would like people to understand a bit more what happened." And I thought that was a good motivation for making a film.

    


AP: What do you want people to know about him after watching?
MACDONALD: I wanted to make a film that was a film for debate -- that didn't close things down in a black and white way. Because there is no answer to a lot of the questions that are raised by this film. When has somebody paid their dues? When should they be forgiven? How do we really know why someone said something? Why somebody did something wrong? He was blind drunk, blacked out. He doesn't even remember why he did it. So I want people to come away with a feeling of, gosh, it's complicated.
AP: Many fashion icons stuck by him despite his troubles, why?
MACDONALD: People can criticize and say, well, you know, you're putting your loyalty above integrity. But you can also see it, as you know, loyalty is a really great quality. And I think it's amazing to me, the number of celebrities who agreed to appear -- at some reputational risk. I would say that because they felt loyalty to him, because they like him, and they wanted to put forward their experiences with him.
AP: Do you think Galliano feels remorse about his past comments and behavior?
MACDONALD: I don't think that he was in any way deliberately setting out to hurt people. As far as how sorry he feels, I think he feels very sorry about what happened, but I think there's also a side to him -- he's a bit narcissistic, and he feels like, you know, "I've done enough." But of course, then he'll turn around and say, "Well, I know that I'm never going to be forgiven. And I know that there's certain people who would never buy my clothes."

    


AP: Do you think his success at Maison Margiela will continue?
MACDONALD: This latest show has been greeted with this attention and people absolutely loved it. It's become a kind of internet phenomenon. And people are saying it's now no longer Margiela. It's back to being Galliano. I don't know whether the experience of making the documentary was somehow cathartic and it's kind of released him to do that, but I think there might be a little bit of that going on. ... It feels like, "OK, I've got that off my chest now, now I can ... do what I'm really, really good at and express myself more personally again."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/john-galliano-fashion-documentary-fd65d674cd72c60c97ec53c0dafdc517
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Riders can climb 'halfway to the stars' on San Francisco cable car dedicated to late Tony Bennett

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tony Bennett's signature song was "I Left My Heart in San Francisco" and now San Francisco has dedicated one of its signature cable cars to him. (AP video: Janie Har, Carrie Antlfinger)
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    [image: A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way up California Street to Nob Hill in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way up California Street to Nob Hill in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way up California Street to Nob Hill in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: Superintendent Arne Hansen rides a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett out of a barn as it begins a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Superintendent Arne Hansen rides a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett out of a barn as it begins a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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Superintendent Arne Hansen rides a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett out of a barn as it begins a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: FILE - San Francisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein and singer Tony Bennett, who sang " I Left My Heart in San Francisco," hangs on to the outside of a cable car in San Francisco before taking a test ride, May 2, 1984. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Jeff Reinking, File)]
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[image: Conductor Vitaliy Selivanov pulls a lever before a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes a turn in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | Conductor Vitaliy Selivanov pulls a lever before a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes a turn in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way up California Street to Nob Hill in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]
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[image: FILE - Singer Tony Bennett gestures after his statue was unveiled outside the Fairmont Hotel, Aug. 19, 2016, atop Nob Hill in San Francisco. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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[image: A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way out of a barn to begin a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way out of a barn to begin a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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A cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett makes its way out of a barn to begin a run in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: A commemorative plaque is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | A commemorative plaque is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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A commemorative plaque is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Tony Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner who died in July. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: Signage is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Signage is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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Signage is seen on a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: Gripman Rayburn Gee drives a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett past the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Gripman Rayburn Gee drives a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett past the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11
Gripman Rayburn Gee drives a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett past the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Bennett loved San Francisco and its cable cars and in return, the city has dedicated one of those cable cars to the famous crooner, who died in July 2023. Cable car 53, built in 1907, has several plaques and painted gold ribbons remembering Bennett. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: Cable car 24 dedicated to Willie Mays is seen from a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett as they wait in line to begin their runs in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency has 42 cable cars of which four are dedicated to individuals, including baseball Hall of Famer Willie Mays, says Arne Hansen, superintendent of cable car vehicle maintenance. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | Cable car 24 dedicated to Willie Mays is seen from a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett as they wait in line to begin their runs in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency has 42 cable cars of which four are dedicated to individuals, including baseball Hall of Famer Willie Mays, says Arne Hansen, superintendent of cable car vehicle maintenance. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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Cable car 24 dedicated to Willie Mays is seen from a cable car dedicated to Tony Bennett as they wait in line to begin their runs in San Francisco, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency has 42 cable cars of which four are dedicated to individuals, including baseball Hall of Famer Willie Mays, says Arne Hansen, superintendent of cable car vehicle maintenance. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A cable car recently dedicated to the late Tony Bennett rolls past the landmark Fairmont hotel where the singer in 1961 first performed the song that would forever tie him to San Francisco.
San Francisco officials on Valentine's Day dedicated one of the city's iconic cable cars to Bennett, whose "I Left My Heart in San Francisco" included a line about "the city where little cable cars climb halfway to the stars." He died at age 96 last summer.
The song was an enormous hit and Bennett returned to the city often, even appearing with the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein when she was mayor to toast the rebuild of the cable system in 1984. His statue is on the front lawn of the Fairmont San Francisco, and a short street by the hotel is named for him.
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency has 42 cable cars, of which four are dedicated to individuals, including baseball's former center fielder Willie Mays, according to Arne Hansen, superintendent of cable car vehicle maintenance.

    


"Some people specifically wait for this car because they want to ride the Tony Bennett cable car just like they want to ride the Willie Mays car, which is Car 24," he said.




Car 53, built in 1907, was in the process of being restored after an accident when the idea came up to dedicate the car to Bennett. It is shiny red with blue and and white trim and features plaques explaining the singer's connection to San Francisco.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Also unique to the car, the traditional "ribbons" on both ends say "Halfway to the Stars, Since 1873," referencing a lyric and the year the city's cable car system was born. Regular cable cars have ribbons listing names of the streets on their routes.
The car also gives a nod to the song's writers, George Cory and Douglass Cross, who had moved to Brooklyn and were nostalgic for San Francisco. The song received little attention until Bennett came along.

    


As Bennett's cable car pulled out of the barn -- where cable cars sleep at night -- and into Chinatown on Thursday, a group of children on the sidewalk yelled, "Ring the bell."
The Bennett route is not just for tourists, but also takes people to work and to grocery markets, while treating them to a view of the Fairmont.
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Gerald Levin, the former Time Warner CEO who engineered a disastrous mega-merger, is dead at 84

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Turner Broadcasting Chairman and President Ted Turner, left, and Time Warner Chairman and CEO Gerald Levin pose for photographers prior to a news conference at the Time Life Building, Friday, Sept. 22, 1995, in New York. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - Gerald Levin, head of Home Box Office, a cable TV service, is pictured in his New York office in the Time-Life building, Dec. 19, 1977. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)]
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[image: FILE - Gerald Levin, of Time Warner, speaks on a panel at the opening of The National Cable TV Association convention, Monday, May 8, 2000, in New Orleans. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Cheryl Gerber, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former AOL/Time Warner CEO Gerald Levin steps outside the Apollo Theater in Harlem, Thursday, May 16, 2002, in New York, before handing off the reins of leadership to Richard Parsons in the company's annual meeting. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - Former AOL/Time Warner CEO Gerald Levin steps outside the Apollo Theater in Harlem, Thursday, May 16, 2002, in New York, before handing off the reins of leadership to Richard Parsons in the company's annual meeting. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Gerald Levin, the former Time Warner CEO who engineered a disastrous mega-merger, is dead at 84

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Turner Broadcasting Chairman and President Ted Turner, left, and Time Warner Chairman and CEO Gerald Levin pose for photographers prior to a news conference at the Time Life Building, Friday, Sept. 22, 1995, in New York. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Turner Broadcasting Chairman and President Ted Turner, left, and Time Warner Chairman and CEO Gerald Levin pose for photographers prior to a news conference at the Time Life Building, Friday, Sept. 22, 1995, in New York. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
FILE - Turner Broadcasting Chairman and President Ted Turner, left, and Time Warner Chairman and CEO Gerald Levin pose for photographers prior to a news conference at the Time Life Building, Friday, Sept. 22, 1995, in New York. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Gerald Levin, head of Home Box Office, a cable TV service, is pictured in his New York office in the Time-Life building, Dec. 19, 1977. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Gerald Levin, head of Home Box Office, a cable TV service, is pictured in his New York office in the Time-Life building, Dec. 19, 1977. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
FILE - Gerald Levin, head of Home Box Office, a cable TV service, is pictured in his New York office in the Time-Life building, Dec. 19, 1977. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Gerald Levin, of Time Warner, speaks on a panel at the opening of The National Cable TV Association convention, Monday, May 8, 2000, in New Orleans. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Cheryl Gerber, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - Gerald Levin, of Time Warner, speaks on a panel at the opening of The National Cable TV Association convention, Monday, May 8, 2000, in New Orleans. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Cheryl Gerber, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
FILE - Gerald Levin, of Time Warner, speaks on a panel at the opening of The National Cable TV Association convention, Monday, May 8, 2000, in New Orleans. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Cheryl Gerber, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Former AOL/Time Warner CEO Gerald Levin steps outside the Apollo Theater in Harlem, Thursday, May 16, 2002, in New York, before handing off the reins of leadership to Richard Parsons in the company's annual meeting. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - Former AOL/Time Warner CEO Gerald Levin steps outside the Apollo Theater in Harlem, Thursday, May 16, 2002, in New York, before handing off the reins of leadership to Richard Parsons in the company's annual meeting. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
FILE - Former AOL/Time Warner CEO Gerald Levin steps outside the Apollo Theater in Harlem, Thursday, May 16, 2002, in New York, before handing off the reins of leadership to Richard Parsons in the company's annual meeting. Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $112 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday, March 13, 2024. He was 84. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DAVID HAMILTON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SAN FRANCISO (AP) -- Gerald Levin, who led Time Warner Media into a disastrous $182 billion merger with the internet provider America Online, died Wednesday at the age of 84, according to media reports.
Levin had been diagnosed with Parkinson's disease, although his cause of death was not immediately reported. The former executive's grandchild, Jake Maia Arlow, confirmed his passing to the New York Times and the Washington Post, but did not reply to a request for confirmation from The Associated Press.
Levin joined Time in the early 1970s as the company was just starting to shift its focus from print magazines to cable television. A lawyer-turned-idealist who had spent a few years working for an international development company in Colombia and Tehran, Levin found himself captivated by the transformative potential of business, particularly that of cable television, according to "Fools Rush In," a 2004 book by journalist Nina Munk.

    


Levin once even drew an equivalence between his newfound passion and his former development work, according to the book, saying "there's very little difference between water, electricity and television." That perspective led him in 1972 to a position as vice president of programming at Time's fledgling cable network, Home Box Office, later to be known simply as HBO. 


Within two years, Levin, then HBO president, managed to convince Time brass to invest the then-immense sum of $7.5 million to distribute HBO's signal via satellite, negating the need for even more expensive investments in laying cable or building microwave networks across the U.S. In September 1975 that link went live, making it possible for the company to broadcast the highly anticipated boxing match between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier -- known as "the Thrilla in Manila" -- live to HBO subscribers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Within the company, Levin was soon known as "the resident genius," according to Munk's book. By 1980 he was running Time's video group and biding his time. In 1987 he was chief negotiator for a massive merger between Time and the Hollywood studio Warner Bros., and not long after was the executive charged with warding off a hostile bid by another studio. He ultimately succeeded by arranging a $14.9 billion, all-cash purchase of Warner in 1990 that saddled the merged company with debt.

    


It took Levin another two years to claim the CEO title at Time Warner and another four years of warding off additional offers and managing internal squabbles to hit upon his next big idea. This was the so-called "information superhighway," which Levin called the Full Service Network. It was an early conception of an always-on, interactive entertainment and communications network that the company promoted but never came close to actually building. Meanwhile, Time Warner shares languished.
Levin and his lieutenants had managed to completely overlook the internet, which eventually managed to bring full-scale interactivity to homes, businesses -- and phones -- around the world. That wasn't obvious at first, of course. Only in mid-1997, when Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates invested $1 billion in the cable company Comcast to push forward its internet service plans, did investors start to grasp the value of cable networks as internet providers.

    


At about the same time that AOL, one of the early pioneers of online social services, was looking for a way to use its internet-inflated stock to acquire concrete assets. CEO Steve Case set his eyes on Time Warner, reckoning its tangible entertainment assets and cable network would do nicely. When he finally got Levin on the phone, Case not only suggested a merger, but told Levin that the Time Warner executive should be CEO of the combined company.
Levin wasn't interested. On paper, AOL was worth roughly twice as much as Time Warner, but to Levin it seemed overvalued thanks to internet-related hysteria. But he agreed to meet Case for dinner, just to talk. The two hit it off, and that evening, Nov. 1, 1999, the men essentially agreed to a "merger of equals."

    


The two sides wrangled over how much of the combined company they would each control, with AOL insisting on holding the majority thanks to a stock price that just kept rising. Finally, in the early hours of Jan. 7, 2000, Time Warner agreed to accept a 45-55 split, with AOL holding the larger share. Three days later, the Wall Street Journal broke news of the pending $182 billion deal, and the companies issued a formal announcement later that morning.
Striking that deal, hard-fought as it was, turned out to be the easy part. Even during the negotiations, Levin's people found their AOL counterparts boorish and boisterous, while the AOLers thought Time Warner execs were plodding, stodgy and unable to fully comprehend the value of the internet. Those ill feelings didn't subside over time, particularly once AOL shares plunged during the deflation of the dot-com bubble.

    


Levin hung on as long as he could, but hit a breaking point in the fall of 2001 when he began exploring an acquisition of AT&T's cable system without consulting Case, who was furious when he learned about it. Shortly after Thanksgiving, Case gave Levin an ultimatum: Resign or be fired by the board. Levin, believing he was beaten, abruptly announced he would take early retirement the following May.
In 2002, the company posted a loss of $98.7 billion, a corporate record. Time Warner dropped "AOL" from its name in 2003, and in 2009 spun off AOL as a separate company, unwinding the merger to which Levin had devoted so much effort. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gerald-levin-obituary-time-warner-5b8159534c87bb68aca07499762a858e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



David Breashears, mountaineer and filmmaker who co-produced Mount Everest documentary, dies at 68

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Arcturus Motion Pictures, Inc., shows Mountaineer, filmmaker and author David Breashears while filming the IMAX documentary ]


    

    
        
            
                    This photo provided by Arcturus Motion Pictures, Inc., shows Mountaineer, filmmaker and author David Breashears while filming the IMAX documentary "Everest" that premiered in 1998. Breashears, 68, died on Thursday, March 14, 2024 at his home in Marblehead, Mass. (Arcturus Motion Pictures, Inc. via AP)
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                                        MARBLEHEAD, Mass. (AP) -- David Breashears, a mountaineer, author and filmmaker who co-directed and co-produced a 1998 IMAX documentary about climbing Mount Everest, has died, his business manager confirmed Saturday. He was 68. 
Breashears was found unresponsive at his home in Marblehead, Massachusetts, on Thursday, Ellen Golbranson said. She said he died of natural causes but "the exact cause of death remains unknown at this time."
Breashears summited Mount Everest five times, including with the IMAX camera in 1996, his family said. 
"He combined his passion for climbing and photography to become one of the world's most admired adventure filmmakers," the family said in a written statement.
In 2007, Breashears founded GlacierWorks, which describes itself on Facebook as a nonprofit organization that "highlights changes to Himalayan glaciers through art, science, and adventure."

    


"With GlacierWorks, he used his climbing and photography experience to create unique records revealing the dramatic effects of climate change on the historic mountain range," his family said. 
In 1983, Breashears transmitted the first live television pictures from the summit of Everest, according to his website, which also says that in 1985 he became the first U.S. citizen to reach the summit twice.
Breashears and his team were filming the Everest documentary when the May 10, 1996, blizzard struck the mountain, killing eight climbers. He and his team stopped filming to help the climbers.
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Florida rivals ask courts to stop online sports gambling off tribal lands

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new app in Florida called Hard Rock Bet allows fans to place bets on sports games anywhere in the state on their phones. (March 11) (AP Video by Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: FILE - The guitar shaped hotel is seen at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, in Hollywood, Fla. The state of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of Florida will be raking in hundreds of millions of dollars from online sports betting this decade, thanks to a compact between the tribe and Gov. Ron DeSantis that gave the tribe exclusive rights to run sports wagers as well as casino gambling on its reservations. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- The state of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of Florida will be raking in hundreds of millions of dollars from online sports betting this decade, thanks to a compact between the tribe and Gov. Ron DeSantis that gave the tribe exclusive rights to run sports wagers as well as casino gambling on its reservations.
But are these online wagers on the outcome of sporting events legally on tribal land, when really only the computer servers are located there, accepting bets made using mobile phones and computers from anywhere in Florida?
That's a question two of the tribe's gaming competitors are hoping the U.S. Supreme Court will take up soon and answer with a definitive "no." 
A decision by the nation's highest court would be of "massive importance" for the future of online gaming across the U.S., since leaving in place an appellate ruling in the tribe's favor would set a precedent for other end-runs around state prohibitions against gaming off tribal lands, said the firms, West Flagler Associates and Bonita-Fort Myers Corporation, which operate racetracks and poker rooms in Florida. 

    


The companies sued Deb Haaland, secretary of the U.S. Department of Interior, which oversees tribal gambling.




The U.S. Supreme Court accepts a tiny percentage of such petitions each year.
The two pari-mutuel firms say the compact signed by the governor and the tribe in 2021 gives the tribe a sports gambling monopoly and creates a "backdoor" way out of the state's requirement, passed by voters in 2018 as an amendment to the Florida Constitution, that a citizens initiative is needed to expand casino gambling outside tribal land.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Through this artifice, the Compact transparently attempts to get around the Florida Constitution," the firms' attorneys said. "The whole point of the Compact is to provide a hook for dodging Florida's constitutional requirement of a popular referendum to approve off-reservation sports betting."

    


A lot of money is at stake. The tribe launched its online sports betting operation late last year, and Florida's share of 2024 revenues is already more than $120 million. State economic forecasters predict the revenue sharing from tribal gaming could total $4.4 billion through the end of this decade.
The pari-mutuel firms also sued DeSantis and leaders of the Florida Legislature, which authorized the compact, in a case pending before the Florida Supreme Court. The tribe argued the legislature has the authority to decide where online gambling is initiated and the amendment doesn't change that.
"The 2021 Compact is an historic agreement between the Tribe and State that settled years of disputes," the Seminole Tribe said in a court filing.
The tribe now counts about 5,000 members, descended from the Native Americans who survived in the Florida Everglades, resisting federal efforts to remove them in the 19th century. The sovereign tribe operates seven casinos across Florida and owns the Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos business, with locations in 76 countries.
Attorneys for DeSantis and the legislative leaders argue sports betting is different from casino gambling and therefore isn't prohibited by the amendment. They also note that rivals can get in on the action -- and get paid a revenue share -- by allowing their customers to make online bets from their properties to the tribe's servers.

    


"As an important source of revenue for both the Seminole Tribe and the State -- and even the Tribe's competitors -- the 2021 compact serves the public interest and has been upheld in federal court," attorneys for DeSantis and the legislative leaders told the state justices.
The pari-mutuel firms' latest petition before the U.S. Supreme Court was filed Feb. 8, after an appellate panel reversed a federal district court decision in their favor. If the justices don't weigh in, Florida's example could inspire other states to allow tribes to expand online gaming, Daniel Wallach, a South Florida attorney and sports betting law expert said in a high court brief.
___
Daniel Kozin contributed to this report from Hollywood, Florida.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Top 20 Global Concert Tours from Pollstar

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The Top 20 Global Concert Tours ranks artists by average box office gross per city and includes the average ticket price for shows Worldwide. The list is based on data provided to the trade publication Pollstar by concert promoters and venue managers. Week of March 18, 2024 : 
TOP 20 GLOBAL CONCERT TOURS
	1	Coldplay	$7,566,660	 52,321	$144.62
	2	U2	$5,613,633	 15,933	$352.31
	3	Paul McCartney	$4,509,459	 48,727	$92.54
	4	SEVENTEEN	$3,966,488	 31,092	$127.57
	5	Eagles	$3,389,357	 12,558	$269.88
	6	Luis Miguel	$3,062,219	 24,520	$124.89
	7	Madonna	$2,898,537	 13,651	$212.33
	8	Travis Scott	$2,151,483	 15,653	$137.45
	9	ENHYPEN	$2,145,209	 11,030	$194.48
	10	Enrique Iglesias / Pitbull / Ricky Martin	$2,011,060	 11,737	$171.34
	11	Depeche Mode	$1,871,155	 14,247	$131.34
	12	Tool	$1,481,013	 11,904	$124.40
	13	Marc Anthony	$992,975	 8,153	$121.79
	14	Andre Rieu	$984,023	 9,995	$98.45
	15	The 1975	$960,102	 11,977	$80.16
	16	Illenium 	$922,382	 9,763	$94.47
	17	Cody Johnson	$759,937	 11,838	$64.19
	18	Trans-Siberian Orchestra	$734,532	 9,613	$76.41
	19	Pentatonix	$696,865	 9,434	$73.86
	20	Nate Bargatze	$632,273	 8,304	$76.14

For free upcoming tour information, go to www.pollstar.com 
___
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	8	Travis Scott	$2,151,483	 15,653	$137.45
	9	ENHYPEN	$2,145,209	 11,030	$194.48
	10	Enrique Iglesias / Pitbull / Ricky Martin	$2,011,060	 11,737	$171.34
	11	Depeche Mode	$1,871,155	 14,247	$131.34
	12	Tool	$1,481,013	 11,904	$124.40
	13	Marc Anthony	$992,975	 8,153	$121.79
	14	Andre Rieu	$984,023	 9,995	$98.45
	15	The 1975	$960,102	 11,977	$80.16
	16	Illenium 	$922,382	 9,763	$94.47
	17	Cody Johnson	$759,937	 11,838	$64.19
	18	Trans-Siberian Orchestra	$734,532	 9,613	$76.41
	19	Pentatonix	$696,865	 9,434	$73.86
	20	Nate Bargatze	$632,273	 8,304	$76.14
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Pierce Brosnan pleads guilty to walking off trail at Yellowstone hot springs, must pay $1,500

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Pierce Brosnan, a cast member in "The Out-Laws," poses at a special screening of the film, June 26, 2023, at the Regal LA Live theaters in Los Angeles. Brosnan, whose fictitious movie character James Bond has been in hot water plenty of times, pleaded guilty Thursday, March 14, 2024, to stepping out of bounds in a thermal area during a November 2023 visit to Yellowstone National Park. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Pierce Brosnan, a cast member in "The Out-Laws," poses at a special screening of the film, June 26, 2023, at the Regal LA Live theaters in Los Angeles. Brosnan, whose fictitious movie character James Bond has been in hot water plenty of times, pleaded guilty Thursday, March 14, 2024, to stepping out of bounds in a thermal area during a November 2023 visit to Yellowstone National Park. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        MAMMOTH, Wyo. (AP) -- Actor Pierce Brosnan, who pleaded guilty Thursday to stepping off a trail in a thermal area during a November visit to Yellowstone National Park, was caught after posting pictures online, court records said.
Brosnan, who called in to the court hearing in Mammoth, Wyoming, was fined $500 and ordered to make a $1,000 donation by April 1 to Yellowstone Forever, a nonprofit organization that supports the park, court records said. Prosecutors had recommended a $5,000 fine and a two-year probationary sentence.
A second petty offense, for violating closures and use limits, was dismissed by U.S. Magistrate Judge Stephanie Hambrick.
The actor issued an apology on his Instagram account Thursday, saying he "made an impulsive mistake" and calling himself an environmentalist with "the utmost respect for and love of our natural world."

    


"I deeply regret my transgression and offer my heartfelt apologies to all for trespassing in this sensitive area. Yellowstone and all our National Parks are to be cared for and preserved for all to enjoy," Brosnan wrote.
He did not see a "no trespassing" sign when entering the thermal area to take a photo and did not hike in the immediate area, he wrote.




Brosnan ended the message with "#StayOnThePath."
Brosnan, 70, walked in an off-limits area at Mammoth Terraces, in the northern part of Yellowstone near the Wyoming-Montana line, on Nov. 1, according to citations issued by the park. He was in the park on a personal visit and not for film work, the U.S. Attorney's Office for Wyoming has said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, he uploaded images of himself standing in the snow on the thermal feature to his Instagram page, court records said.
Mammoth Terraces is a scenic spot of mineral-encrusted hot springs bubbling from a hillside. They are just some of the park's hundreds of thermal features, which range from spouting geysers to gurgling mud pots, with water at or near the boiling point.

    


Going out-of-bounds in such areas can be dangerous: Some of the millions of people who visit Yellowstone each year get badly burned by ignoring signs warning them not to stray off the trail.
Getting caught can bring legal peril, too, with jail time, hefty fines and bans from the park handed down to trespassers regularly.
Brosnan appeared in four James Bond films, starred in the 1980s TV series "Remington Steele" and is known for starring roles in the films "Mrs. Doubtfire" and "The Thomas Crown Affair."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pierce-brosnan-yellowstone-thermal-guilty-plea-fine-7cab649e68974e38e2f22862dc0768c4
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Connecticut trooper acquitted in shooting death of Black college student following chase

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: State Trooper Brian North, right, shakes hands with his defense attorney, Frank Riccio, after a jury delivered a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media/Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, right, shakes hands with his defense attorney, Frank Riccio, after a jury delivered a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media/Pool)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)
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[image: This 2018 photo shows Mubarak Soulemane who was shot by a Connecticut state police trooper as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. Brian North, the state police trooper, was acquitted of manslaughter in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Soulemane, a Black community college student with mental illness. (Omo Mohammed via AP))]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | This 2018 photo shows Mubarak Soulemane who was shot by a Connecticut state police trooper as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. Brian North, the state police trooper, was acquitted of manslaughter in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Soulemane, a Black community college student with mental illness. (Omo Mohammed via AP))
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[image: FILE - Connecticut State Trooper Brian North, center, flanked by Andrew Matthews, president of the Connecticut State Police Union, left, and attorney Jeffrey Ment, appears in Milford Superior Court Tuesday, May 3, 2022, in Milford, Conn. North was acquitted of manslaughter charges Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness. (Sean Fowler/Hartford Courant via AP, Pool, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | FILE - Connecticut State Trooper Brian North, center, flanked by Andrew Matthews, president of the Connecticut State Police Union, left, and attorney Jeffrey Ment, appears in Milford Superior Court Tuesday, May 3, 2022, in Milford, Conn. North was acquitted of manslaughter charges Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness. (Sean Fowler/Hartford Courant via AP, Pool, File)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)
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    [image: State Trooper Brian North, right, shakes hands with his defense attorney, Frank Riccio, after a jury delivered a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media/Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, right, shakes hands with his defense attorney, Frank Riccio, after a jury delivered a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media/Pool)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]
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[image: This 2018 photo shows Mubarak Soulemane who was shot by a Connecticut state police trooper as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. Brian North, the state police trooper, was acquitted of manslaughter in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Soulemane, a Black community college student with mental illness. (Omo Mohammed via AP))]
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[image: FILE - Connecticut State Trooper Brian North, center, flanked by Andrew Matthews, president of the Connecticut State Police Union, left, and attorney Jeffrey Ment, appears in Milford Superior Court Tuesday, May 3, 2022, in Milford, Conn. North was acquitted of manslaughter charges Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness. (Sean Fowler/Hartford Courant via AP, Pool, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | FILE - Connecticut State Trooper Brian North, center, flanked by Andrew Matthews, president of the Connecticut State Police Union, left, and attorney Jeffrey Ment, appears in Milford Superior Court Tuesday, May 3, 2022, in Milford, Conn. North was acquitted of manslaughter charges Friday, March 15, 2024, in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness. (Sean Fowler/Hartford Courant via AP, Pool, File)
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]
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[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
State Trooper Brian North, center, stands in Connecticut Superior Court at the start of the third day of jury deliberations for his trial in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: State Trooper Brian North, center, listens as a jury reads a verdict of not guilty on all counts in Connecticut Superior Court in Milford, Conn., Friday, March 15, 2024. North was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a community college student with mental illness who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. (Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media via AP, Pool)]
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                                        A white Connecticut state trooper was acquitted of all charges Friday in the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a Black 19-year-old community college student who was shot as he sat behind the wheel of a stopped stolen car holding a kitchen knife and apparently in the throes of a mental health crisis.
Trooper Brian North, 33, could have faced up to 40 years in prison if he had been convicted of first-degree manslaughter in the Jan. 15, 2020, shooting. The state's inspector general said the shooting shouldn't have happened because North and other officers were not in imminent danger. But the six-person jury in Milford acquitted him on that charge and two lesser counts: second-degree manslaughter and negligent homicide.
North showed little emotion as the verdicts were read. Afterward, he shook hands with his lawyers and hugged the head of the state police union. North didn't comment while leaving court, but his lead attorney, Frank Riccio II, said the trooper is still shaken by the shooting.

    


"This is not something that he will ever live down, because it was a very traumatic experience," Riccio said. "The verdict is obviously favorable for him, but it doesn't change what happened on Jan. 15."




Relatives and friends of Soulemane, including his mother and sister, declined to comment while leaving the courthouse. Mark Arons, a lawyer for the family, said they were devastated by the verdict.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have questions about whether justice was fully done and received here," Arons said. "The trooper gets to live his life and Mubarak's never coming back."
He said the verdict marked another tragedy for the family, but that it wouldn't affect the family's lawsuit against North and the other officers at the scene that day.
"They've had to relive through the trial all the horrific events that unfolded that terrible afternoon, early evening. And then to hear the acquittal on all the three counts, it's a tragic loss all over again."

    


The case caught the attention of the local NAACP and the Rev. Al Sharpton, but race was not raised as a factor in the shooting during the trial.
Scot X. Esdaile, president of the Connecticut State Conference of the NAACP, called the acquittal "a major atrocity."
"Very disappointing. It's a huge setback. Shame on the jury," Esdaile said by phone. "They didn't have to murder this young man. I think this is a disgusting decision."
On the day of the shooting, North fired his handgun seven times at close range into the car's driver's window after Soulemane led police on a high-speed chase through several towns on Interstate 95. The shooting happened less than a minute after the car crashed into another vehicle in West Haven, ending the chase, and police surrounded the car.
North testified that he fired when Soulemane pulled out a 9-inch knife and made a threatening movement. He said he believed Soulemane posed a danger to police officers who were on the other side of the car and had just broken the passenger door window.
But Inspector General Robert Devlin, who investigates all police uses of deadly force in the state, said no officers were in danger because the stolen car was boxed in and Soulemane couldn't go anywhere. He said officers made no attempt to de-escalate the situation.

    


The state police union, meanwhile, criticized Devlin for charging North, saying he had been forced to make a split-second decision and believed he was protecting other officers.
Devlin issued a statement after the trial, saying that although his office is disappointed by the verdict, it respects the jury's decision.
Soulemane struggled with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, according to his family. His mother, sister and girlfriend, who testified at the trial, said in the days leading up to the shooting, Soulemane's mental health problems were worsening and he was acting paranoid and erratically -- behavior he previously displayed when he went off his medications.
According to police, the events that led to Soulemane's death began when he displayed the knife at an AT&T store in Norwalk and unsuccessfully tried to steal a cellphone. He then slapped a Lyft driver and drove off in the driver's car after the driver got out, leading police on a 30-mile (48-kilometer) chase from Norwalk to West Haven during the afternoon rush hour at speeds of up to 100 mph (161 kph).

    


State police body camera videos show that after the case ended, a West Haven officer smashed the passenger door window of the stolen vehicle before another trooper, Joshua Jackson, shot Soulemane with a Taser through the window, though it had no effect on Soulemane, who was wearing a heavy coat.
North testified that he fired his gun because he thought the West Haven officer -- whom he couldn't see -- had leaned in through the smashed window and was in danger from Soulemane, who made a motion to the passenger side of the car while holding the knife.

    


"I was afraid that he was going to be stabbed in the face or the neck, which obviously can be a fatal injury," North testified.
On cross-examination, Devlin said the videos showed the other officers were not trying to enter the vehicle and asked North if he still believes anyone was actually in danger.
"Not from what I could see now and after hearing testimony. But what I'm perceiving at the time is that there was danger," North said.
In the lawsuit against the officers, Soulemane's mother, Omo Mohammad, offered to settle the wrongful death case for $13 million.
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US to investigate Texas fatal crash that may have involved Ford partially automated driving system
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a fatal crash in San Antonio, Texas, involving a Ford electric vehicle that may have been using a partially automated driving system.
The agency said in a statement Friday that a team of investigators from its Office of Highway Safety will travel to Texas and work with police on the Feb. 24 crash on Interstate 10.
The NTSB said that preliminary information shows a Ford Mustang Mach-E SUV equipped with the company's partially automated driving system collided with the rear of a Honda CR-V that was stopped in one of the highway lanes. 
Television station KSAT reported that the Mach-E driver told police the Honda was stopped in the middle lane with no lights on before the crash around 9:50 p.m. The 56-year-old driver of the CR-V was killed.
"NTSB is investigating this fatal crash due to its continued interest in advanced driver assistance systems and how vehicle operators interact with these technologies," the agency statement said.

    


Ford's Blue Cruise system allows drivers to take their hands off the steering wheel while it handles steering, braking and acceleration on highways. The company says the system isn't fully autonomous and it monitors drivers to make sure they pay attention to the road. It operates on 97% of controlled access highways in the U.S. and Canada, Ford says. 




There are no fully autonomous vehicles for sale to the public in the U.S.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NTSB said investigators will travel to San Antonio to examine wreckage, collect information about the crash scene and look into the events leading up to the collision. A preliminary report is expected within 30 days. 
In a statement, Ford said it is researching the crash and the facts are not yet clear. The company expressed sympathy to those involved and said it reported the crash to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Both NHTSA and the NTSB have investigated multiple previous crashes involving partially automated driving systems, most involving Tesla's Autopilot. In past investigations, the NTSB has examined how the partially automated system functioned.
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Mega Millions jackpot soars to $875 million. Powerball reaches $600 million

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A lottery player holds forms to pick numbers for the Powerball and Mega Millions lotteries as he buys tickets, Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, at the Presidente Supermarket in the Little Havana neighborhood of Miami. The Mega Millions jackpot is already estimated at a whopping $875 million for Tuesday night's drawing after no tickets matched all six numbers drawn on Friday night., March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)]
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[image: FILE - A display panel advertises tickets for a Powerball drawing at a convenience store, Nov. 7, 2022, in Renfrew, Pa. The Mega Millions jackpot is already estimated at a whopping $875 million for Tuesday night's drawing after no tickets matched all six numbers drawn on Friday night, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- If you're feeling some St. Patrick's Day magic, you might want to buy a lottery ticket. Mega Millions and Powerball have racked up some massive jackpots after weeks of rollovers.
The Mega Millions jackpot is already estimated at a whopping $875 million for Tuesday night's drawing after no tickets matched all six numbers drawn on Friday night. And Saturday night's Powerball jackpot is $600 million. 
Just keep in mind that the odds of winning any lottery jackpot are very slim. Mega Millions players have a 1 in 302.6 million chance of taking home the top prize. And it's not much easier to win a Powerball jackpot with the odds near 1 in 292.2 million.
But the excitement remains. 
This is just the sixth time in the nearly 22-year history of the Mega Millions game that the jackpot has been this large -- and five of those six jackpots exceeded $1 billion, according to a Mega Millions statement. Those winning tickets were sold in South Carolina, Michigan, Illinois, Maine and Florida.

    


There was one big winner in Friday nights' Mega Millions drawing. A ticket in New York matched all five white balls drawn on Friday night, and will win $1 million. 




The Mega Millions jackpot has rolled over 28 times since Dec. 8, when two winning tickets were drawn in California, lottery officials said. Mega Millions drawings occur every Tuesday and Friday night. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mega Millions isn't the only current multi-million dollar jackpot. Saturday night's Powerball jackpot is estimated to be $600 million after no one matched all six numbers on Wednesday, officials said.
It was the 32nd rollover for Powerball since Jan. 1, when a ticket in Michigan won a prize worth $842.4 million. Powerball is drawn three times weekly, on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday.
Mega Millions tickets are $2 and are sold in 45 states, Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Powerball tickets are also $2 and are sold in 45 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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Man, woman arrested in connection to dead baby found in Florida trash bin
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                                        HOLLYWOOD, Fla. (AP) -- A woman believed to be the mother of an infant found dead in a trash bin earlier this year has been arrested, along with a man who police said helped her dispose of the body outside a South Florida apartment complex.
They are both charged with failure to report a death, and the man is also charged with illegal disposal of a body, Hollywood police said Friday night.
The full-term baby boy, with an umbilical cord still attached, was found on Jan. 7 by a roofing company worker who had noticed a foul odor. He found the baby in a reusable shopping bag inside the trash bin, and notified authorities, according to a police affidavit. 
Police used video surveillance to track down the owner of a car that stopped beside the trash bin, and later used text messages between the man and woman, along with DNA samples taken from the shopping bag, to track down the mother. 
An autopsy found the baby had no signs of trauma or injury, according to the affidavit. The final cause of death is pending further testing to determine whether the baby was born alive or stillborn, the affidavit said.
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Prosecutors in Chicago charge man with stabbing ex-girlfriend's 11-year-old son to death
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Prosecutors in Chicago have accused a man of stabbing his ex-girlfriend's 11-year-old son to death. 
Prosecutors announced on Friday that the 37-year-old man had been charged with murder, attempted murder, home invasion and armed robbery in connection with the attack, the Chicago Sun-Times reported. 
Prosecutors alleged during a court hearing that the man forced his way into his ex-girlfriend's apartment Wednesday morning and stabbed her and her 11-year-old son Jaydone Perkins before fleeing. The boy was pronounced dead at a hospital. The Chicago Tribune reported that the woman, who is four months pregnant, is expected to survive. Her unborn child also is expected to survive.
The man had been released from prison on parole Tuesday. He had been sentenced to 16 years in connection with a 2015 attack on another ex-girlfriend. 

    


He had been paroled in October. He allegedly texted a threat to Perkins' mother in January and later showed up at her apartment. The Illinois Prisoner Review Board sent him back to prison but he was released Tuesday after determining there wasn't sufficient evidence to support the allegations, according to a statement from the board.
Cook County State's Attorney Kim Foxx said prosecutors were still investigating whether a protection order that Perkins' mother took out against the man was in effect the day of the attack. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chicago-boy-stabbed-murder-charges-exgirlfriend-17b8418de6d030fefe43b4dbbfaaab27



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about the Maine mass shooting commission report

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An independent commission investigating a mass shooting that left 18 dead in Maine has found that a sheriff's office had cause to take the killer into protective custody and take his guns from him beforehand. (AP/ Rodrique Ngowi.)
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    [image: Law enforcement officers carry rifles outside Central Maine Medical Center during an active shooter situation, in Lewiston, Maine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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[image: Law enforcement officers, right, stand near armored and tactical vehicles, center, near a property on Meadow Road, in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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[image: In this image taken from New York State Police body camera video that was obtained by WMTW-TV 8 in Portland, Maine, New York State Police interview Army reservist Robert Card, the man responsible for Maine's deadliest mass shooting, at Camp Smith in Cortlandt, N.Y., July 16, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (WMTW-TV 8/New York State Police via AP, File)]
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In this image taken from New York State Police body camera video that was obtained by WMTW-TV 8 in Portland, Maine, New York State Police interview Army reservist Robert Card, the man responsible for Maine's deadliest mass shooting, at Camp Smith in Cortlandt, N.Y., July 16, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine, that left 18 dead, released their interim report on Friday, March 15, 2024. (WMTW-TV 8/New York State Police via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By NICK PERRY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MEREDITH, N.H. (AP) -- An independent commission has been reviewing the events leading up to Army reservist Robert Card killing 18 people at a bowling alley and a bar in Lewiston, Maine, on Oct. 25, 2023. 
Here is what the commission found in a report released Friday, and some of the reactions:
GUNS NOT SEIZED
Law enforcement should have seized Card's guns and put him in protective custody weeks before he committed the deadliest mass shooting in state history, the commission concluded. 
The commission criticized Sgt. Aaron Skolfield, who had responded to a report five weeks before the shooting that Card was suffering from some sort of mental health crisis after he had previously assaulted a friend and threatened to shoot up the Saco Armory. 
The commission found Skolfield, of the Sagadahoc County Sheriff's Office, should have realized he had probable cause to start a "yellow flag" process, which allows a judge to temporarily remove somebody's guns during a psychiatric health crisis.

    


FATHER REACTS
Leroy Walker, whose son Joseph was killed in the shootings, said the commission's finding that the yellow flag law could have been implemented -- but wasn't -- reflected what victims' families have known all along. 




"The commission said it straight out: that they could have done it, should have done it," said Walker, who is an Auburn City Council member. "What something like this really does is it brings up everything. ... It just breaks the heart all over again."
BIGGER ISSUES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ben Gideon, an attorney representing the victims, said he felt the report focused heavily on the actions of the sheriff's office while ignoring the broader issue of access to guns by potentially dangerous people across the state. 
"I'm in agreement with the committee's findings as far as they go, and I do think it's a legitimate point that the Sagadahoc Sheriff's Office could have done more to intervene," he said. "I was a little disappointed that the committee didn't take a wider view of the issues that start as far back as May." 

    


Gideon also said he hoped the report would make the shooter's health records available to victims and the public, which it did not.
OTHER REACTION
Elizabeth Seal, whose husband Joshua was killed in the shootings, said she felt the focus of the report was "narrow." Democratic Gov. Janet Mills, who helped assemble the panel, said its work is of "paramount importance for the people of Maine." She said she would "carefully review" the report. 
Maine State Police and the sheriff's office did not respond to calls seeking comment.
MORE TO COME
Commission Chair Daniel Wathen said their work isn't finished and that the interim report was intended to provide policymakers and law enforcement with key information they had learned. 
"Nothing we do can ever change what happened on that terrible day, but knowing the facts can help provide the answers that the victims, their families, and the people of Maine need and deserve," Wathen said in a statement. 
The commission, led by a former chief justice of Maine's highest court, plans to schedule more meetings and issue a final report in the summer. 
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Early morning shooting at an Indianapolis bar kills 1 person and injures 5, report says
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- One person is dead and five others suffered injuries in a shooting at an Indianapolis bar early Saturday morning, according to a news report.
Indianapolis Metro Police Department Commander Matthew Thomas confirmed the death and the injuries to the other victims resulting from the shooting shortly before 1:30 a.m., WXIN-TV reported.
Thomas said five victims were transported by emergency responders to area hospitals and the sixth went to a hospital on their own after the shooting at Landsharks on Broad Ripple Avenue, WXIN reported.
The police did not immediately share the circumstances of the shooting or a description of any suspects and there were no immediate arrests, WXIN reported.
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When it's St. Patrick's Day in New Orleans, get ready to catch a cabbage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    New Orleans' culture was influenced by centuries of French and Spanish rule and the legacies of enslaved Africans, but March brings renewed attention to the Irish. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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    [image: An array of hats decorated for St. Patrick's Day is displayed at a park in New Orleans during an Irish-themed fundraiser for a local school on Thursday, March 14, 2024. Although New Orleans is better known for French, Spanish, African American and Caribbean influences, the Irish have played a major role in the city's history, and the city celebrates the legacy with parades and parties centered around the March 17 St. Patrick's Day holiday. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Celtic Cross at Hibernian Memorial Park in New Orleans is seen on Thursday, March 7, 2024. The park sits on the site of the now filled-in New Basin Canal and is a tribute to Irish laborers who built the canal in the 1800s. Although New Orleans is better known for French, Spanish, African American and Caribbean influences, the Irish have played a major role in the its history, and the city celebrates the legacy with parades and parties centered around the March 17 St. Patrick's Day holiday. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)]
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[image: St. Patrick's Church in downtown New Orleans is seen on Thursday, March 7, 2024. The church was built by Irish Catholics in New Orleans in the 1830s and hosts St. Patrick's Day celebrations. Although New Orleans is better known for French, Spanish, African American and Caribbean influences, the Irish have played a major role in the city's history, and the city celebrates the legacy with parades and parties centered around the March 17 St. Patrick's Day holiday. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The grandly colonnaded old city hall was designed by an Irish architect. A neighborhood near the wharves is still known as the Irish Channel. Landmark towers and spires of Catholic churches built for Irish immigrants dot the skyline.
New Orleans is well known for a culture that evolved from early French and Spanish colonization, Caribbean commerce and the legacies of enslaved Africans. But immigrants from a variety of countries also influenced New Orleans' art, architecture, food and music. March brings an annual focus on the Irish, with St. Patrick's Day celebrations that include shamrock-themed block parties and neighborhood parades. 
"If you look back on the Irish history in New Orleans or the Irish politics in New Orleans, a lot of our mayors and representatives and council people were from Irish descent," said Ronnie Burke, the grand marshal of this weekend's Irish Channel parade.

    


He grasped a string of rosary beads made of marble from Connemara in Ireland's County Galway. His family emigrated from there five generations ago to escape the Great Hunger, which set off a wave of Irish migration in the 19th century. 




He was among scores of green-clad New Orleans residents gathered at a park near the Mississippi River on Thursday during an Irish-themed block party and fundraiser for St. Michael, a school serving students with learning disabilities. The event also served as something of a reunion for former Irish Channel residents who attended a Catholic school in the area. And it was a prelude to this weekend's parades in and around New Orleans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Irish lore abounds in the city, especially this time of year. 
A lot of it centers on the work of Irish immigrants in the digging of the New Basin Canal in the early 1800s, part of a national wave of infrastructure improvements that drew Irish immigrant workers. The hardships the New Basin laborers faced -- aside from backbreaking work, there was a deadly cholera outbreak -- are points of pride among the city's Irish. 

    


The canal eventually was outmoded and filled in decades ago, but a park on a tract of the reclaimed land, marked by a 7-foot (2.1-meter) marble Celtic cross, honors the memory of the laborers. 
The hardscrabble lives of Irish laborers gave rise to a St. Patrick's Day tradition unique to New Orleans: Float riders in the annual Irish Channel parade toss cabbages and potatoes to the people on the street, an Irish American twist on the Mardi Gras practice of throwing strings of beads and other favors to revelers.
"It's unique to New Orleans, and it's unique within New Orleans," said Laura Kelley, an adjunct professor in Tulane University's history department and author of the book "The Irish in New Orleans." The tradition dates to the 1940s, she said.
"The Irish Channel was a real working, working-class neighborhood. And there were tough times -- we're coming out of the Great Depression," she said. "It's a way that you can give food to the people in your neighborhood and give it freely and equally and, well, it's a face-saving measure."

    


Irish immigration to New Orleans had been happening since the city's early days as a French and later a Spanish colony, Kelley said. Infrastructure improvements and the famine brought new waves of immigrants bolstering the Irish presence. By 1850, roughly a quarter of the city's population was Irish, she said.
"Per capita, the Irish population of New Orleans was higher than Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, Boston," Kelley said. "It was higher than any other place but New York City."
Still, even the Irish are sometimes surprised at the strength of Irish American culture in New Orleans. Sean Kennedy, an accountant by trade, arrived from Ireland in 1991. He hadn't planned to stay but has been in New Orleans ever since. He owns an Irish bar now. 
Kelley, who has Irish roots, had no inkling of the city's Irish heritage when she arrived in the city to work on a doctorate about 30 years ago. She struck up a conversation with a cab driver and, because of his accent, mistook him for a New Yorker, not realizing that the port city's patois -- influenced by Irish, Italian and German immigrants, among others -- often sounds more akin to the Northeast than the Old South.

    


"I was completely confounded because he sounded like he was straight out of New York City," Kelley said. "And here he's telling me that he has never left New Orleans. And it was the first time I heard about the Irish Channel."
But the Irish influence has long been cherished by Bethany Brinkman. At Thursday's block party for St. Michael, she said her great-grandparents had immigrated to New Orleans from Ireland. And she recalled her grandfather singing Irish lullabies. 
"He'd put on an Irish brogue," she said, "that he kind of adopted from his grandparents." 
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Older Boeing plane found to have missing panel after flight from California to southern Oregon

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A Medford Jet Center worker walks under a United Boeing 737-824 that landed at Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport from San Francisco with a missing panel Friday, March 15, 2024, in Medford, Ore. (Andy Atkinson/Rogue Valley Times via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | A Medford Jet Center worker walks under a United Boeing 737-824 that landed at Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport from San Francisco with a missing panel Friday, March 15, 2024, in Medford, Ore. (Andy Atkinson/Rogue Valley Times via AP)
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[image: FILE - The Boeing logo is seen, Jan. 25, 2011, on the property in El Segundo, Calif. A Boeing 737-800 was found to have a missing panel after a United Airlines flight arrived at its destination in southern Oregon on Friday, March 15, 2024, airport officials said. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A post-flight inspection revealed a missing panel on an older Boeing 737-800 that had just arrived at its destination in southern Oregon on Friday after flying from San Francisco, officials said, the latest in a series of recent incidents involving aircraft manufactured by the company. 
United Flight 433 left San Francisco at 10:20 a.m. and landed at Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport in Medford shortly before noon, according to FlightAware. The airport's director, Amber Judd, said the plane landed safely without incident and the external panel was discovered missing during a post-flight inspection. No injuries were reported.
The airport paused operations to check the runway and airfield for debris, Judd said, and none was found.
Judd said she believed the United ground crew or pilots doing a routine inspection before the next flight were the ones who noticed the missing panel.

    


A United Airlines spokesperson said via email that the flight was carrying 139 passengers and six crew members, and no emergency was declared because there was no indication of the damage during the flight. 




"After the aircraft was parked at the gate, it was discovered to be missing an external panel," the United spokesperson said. "We'll conduct a thorough examination of the plane and perform all the needed repairs before it returns to service. We'll also conduct an investigation to better understand how this damage occurred." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Federal Aviation Administration also said it would investigate.
The missing panel was on the underside of the aircraft where the wing meets the body and just next to the landing gear, United said. 
The plane made its first flight in April 1998 and was delivered to Continental Airlines in December of that year, according to the FAA. United Airlines has operated it since Nov. 30, 2011. It is a 737-824, part of the 737-800 series that was a precursor to the Max. 

    


Boeing said, also via email, that it would defer comment to United about the carrier's fleet and operations. 
In January a panel that plugged a space left for an extra emergency door blew off a Boeing Max 9 jet in midair just minutes after an Alaska Airlines flight took off from Portland, leaving a gaping hole and forcing pilots to make an emergency landing. There were no serious injuries. 
The door plug was eventually found in the backyard of a high school physics teacher in southwest Portland, along with other debris from the flight scattered nearby. The Department of Justice has launched a criminal investigation. 
On March 6, fumes detected in the cabin of a Boeing 737-800 Alaska Airlines flight destined for Phoenix caused pilots to head back to the Portland airport. 
The Port of Portland said passengers and crew noticed the fumes and the flight landed safely. Seven people including passengers and crew requested medical evaluations, but no one was hospitalized, officials said. 
___
Baumann reported from Bellingham, Washington. 
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Jurors weigh fate of Afghan refugee charged with murder in a case that shocked Muslim community

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Prosecutors delivered opening statements in what is the first trial for Muhammad Syed, who settled in the U.S. several years ago with his family. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: FILE - This photo released Aug. 9, 2022, by the Albuquerque Police Department shows Muhammad Syed. Syed, an Afghan refugee accused in the slayings of three Muslim men in Albuquerque, N.M., will be in court Tuesday, March 12, 2024, as attorneys are expected to deliver opening statements in the first of three trials. (Albuquerque Police Department via AP, File)]
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[image: Muhammad Syed sits next to his defense attorney Thomas Clark, left, during closing arguments at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Muhammad Syed enters the court room before closing arguments at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Prosecutor Jordan Machin holds a AK-47 wrapped in plastic that prosecutors allege Muhammad Syed used to kill 41-year-old Aftab Hussein in 2022, during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Defense attorney Megan Mitsunaga speaks to the jury during closing arguments in the trial of Muhammad Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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Defense attorney Megan Mitsunaga holds a AK-47 wrapped in plastic that prosecutors allege Muhammad Syed used to kill 41-year-old Aftab Hussein in 2022, during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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[image: Prosecutor Jordan Machin shows the jury a bullet collected as evidence during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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Prosecutor Jordan Machin shows the jury a bullet collected as evidence during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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[image: Prosecutor Jordan Machin points to a AK-47 wrapped in plastic that prosecutors allege Muhammad Syed used to kill 41-year-old Aftab Hussein in 2022, during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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Prosecutor Jordan Machin points to a AK-47 wrapped in plastic that prosecutors allege Muhammad Syed used to kill 41-year-old Aftab Hussein in 2022, during closing arguments in the trial of Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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[image: Prosecutor Jordan Machin shows the jury a bullet collected as evidence during closing arguments in the trial of Muhammad Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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Prosecutor Jordan Machin shows the jury a bullet collected as evidence during closing arguments in the trial of Muhammad Syed at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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[image: Muhammad Syed looks over his shoulder during closing arguments at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush)/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Muhammad Syed looks over his shoulder during closing arguments at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush)/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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Muhammad Syed looks over his shoulder during closing arguments at the Bernalillo County Courthouse in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M,, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against Syed on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city. (Chancey Bush)/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)
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[image: FILE - This Aug. 8, 2022, still image taken from officer video provided by the Albuquerque Police Department shows the arrest of Muhammad Syed. Syed, an Afghan refugee accused in the slayings of three Muslim men in Albuquerque, N.M., will be in court Tuesday, March 12, 2024, as attorneys are expected to deliver opening statements in the first of three trials. (Albuquerque Police Department via AP, File)]
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FILE - This Aug. 8, 2022, still image taken from officer video provided by the Albuquerque Police Department shows the arrest of Muhammad Syed. Syed, an Afghan refugee accused in the slayings of three Muslim men in Albuquerque, N.M., will be in court Tuesday, March 12, 2024, as attorneys are expected to deliver opening statements in the first of three trials. (Albuquerque Police Department via AP, File)
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- Prosecutors on Friday wrapped up their case against an Afghan refugee on charges that he gunned down a man in 2022 in what turned out to be the first of three ambush-style killings involving members of the Muslim community in New Mexico's largest city.
Muhammad Syed, who settled in the U.S. several years ago with his family, quickly became the main suspect after authorities issued photographs of a vehicle believed to be involved in the shootings. He was taken into custody after being pulled over in the vehicle more than 100 miles (160 kilometers) from Albuquerque. 
He told authorities at the time he was concerned about the killings and was on his way to Texas to find a new home for his family. He denied involvement in the killings.
Syed, who speaks Pashto and required the help of translators throughout the trial, has remained in custody without bond since his arrest in August 2022. He is charged with three counts of murder and four charges of tampering with evidence.

    


Syed, 53, faces separate trials for each victim, the first being 41-year-old Aftab Hussein. The other trials will happen in the coming months.




When asked by the judge Friday whether he wished to testify, Syed stood up and adjusted his headphones as a translator relayed the question. He choked back tears and began to cry. He eventually said in Pashto that he would reserve his right to remain silent.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The defense called no witnesses, and prosecutors did not address a motive or discuss any interactions that Syed might have had with Hussein.
Jurors were scheduled to begin their deliberations Monday morning.
Prosecutors detailed the night of the shooting: It was around 10 p.m. when Hussein pulled up to his apartment complex and parked. He had just stepped out of his vehicle with keys still in hand when gunfire erupted.
"He stood no chance," prosecutor Jordan Machin said during closing arguments, alleging that Syed was lying in wait and that he continued to shoot as Hussein was on the ground.

    


Officers found Hussein with multiple wounds that stretched from his neck down to his feet. Investigators testified that some of the high-caliber rounds went through his body and pierced the car. 
While questioning a firearms and ballistic expert with the police department, Deputy District Attorney David Waymire pulled out a rifle that had been seized during a search of Syed's home. It had been found under the defendant's bed. Waymire also showed jurors bags of spent casings and bullet fragments collected from the scene. 
In a yellow envelop was a bullet that had been retrieved by medical examiners from Hussein's body.
The expert said testing determined the casings and projectiles were fired from Syed's rifle.
Cellphone records also indicated that Syed was at the scene about 20 minutes before the shooting and that it appeared he left right after and headed home, prosecutors said. They also introduced as evidence a note in Syed's phone that referred to testing the rifle on the date that Hussein was killed.

    


Previous court filings described Syed as having a violent history, none of which was mentioned in court. His public defenders have argued that previous allegations of domestic violence never resulted in convictions.
Defense attorneys attempted to introduce doubt throughout the trial, saying prosecutors had no evidence that Syed was the one who pulled the trigger. They suggested other people who lived in Syed's home also had access to his phone, his vehicle and the rifle.
They also argued there were no fingerprints or DNA collected during the investigation that would implicate Syed. 
Megan Mitsunaga, one of Syed's attorneys, told jurors during closing arguments that her client was innocent and that investigators can sometimes get "tunnel vision" once they seize on a suspect and stop looking at evidence that doesn't support that person's guilt. She suggested there were gaps that should leave jurors with reasonable doubt.
"How is that fair to Mr. Syed, how is that fair to this community to have law enforcement pick and chose which evidence they want you to hear about?" she said.

    


Machin said it was Syed who tried to flee to Texas under the cover of darkness a day after authorities went to the public for help in identifying a suspect. She said the license plate and hub caps on Syed's car had been changed and that he had his phone -- which was password protected -- with him when he was stopped.
The other two victims include Muhammad Afzaal Hussain, a 27-year-old urban planner who was gunned down Aug. 1 while taking his evening walk, and Naeem Hussain, who was shot four days later as he sat in his vehicle outside a refugee resettlement agency on the city's south side.
Family members of the victims and other community members have said they are still struggling to understand what was behind the killings.
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University of Maryland lifts suspension on most fraternities and sororities amid hazing probe

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The University of Maryland campus in College Park, Md., is seen, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014. The University of Maryland has lifted its suspension of most fraternities and sororities after concluding an investigation into hazing and alcohol-related activities, the university said Friday, March 15, 2024, though five chapters will remain under investigation and continue to be subject to limited restrictions on activities. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The University of Maryland campus in College Park, Md., is seen, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014. The University of Maryland has lifted its suspension of most fraternities and sororities after concluding an investigation into hazing and alcohol-related activities, the university said Friday, March 15, 2024, though five chapters will remain under investigation and continue to be subject to limited restrictions on activities. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- The University of Maryland has lifted its suspension of most fraternities and sororities after an investigation into hazing and alcohol-related activities, the university said Friday, though five chapters will remain under investigation and continue to be subject to limited restrictions on activities.
Court filings made public Friday included reports of forced heavy drinking, beatings with a paddle, burning with cigarettes and exposure to cold. 
The university, based in College Park, Maryland, announced on March 1 that it was suspending fraternity and sorority activities, citing allegations of misconduct. Events involving alcohol and recruitment activities were banned during the suspension.
"As a result of evidence suggesting involvement in hazing or other incidents that threatened the health and safety of our campus community, the University is continuing its investigation of five chapters through the Office of Student Conduct," the university said in a statement. The university added that individual students will also be referred to the office for potential conduct violations.

    


This week, a group representing several fraternities filed a lawsuit against the university in federal court, seeking a restraining order against the ban. Attorneys for the four fraternities that sued did not immediately return a phone message, and an email seeking comment on the university's announcement. 




The lawsuit has the support of the national Fraternal Forward Coalition, which said in a statement it would continue to pursue it. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Administrators who participated in or were complicit in this egregious erosion of student liberties must be held accountable," said Wynn Smiley, a spokesman for the coalition in a statement. 
Maryland Attorney General Anthony Brown's office argued in court documents filed Friday that as a result of the university's decision to lift the restrictions, the fraternities' request for a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction is now moot and should be denied. 

    


Brown's office also argued that even if the court does not find that the issues are moot, it should deny the restraining order because the university has shown it was authorized under its student code of conduct to impose restrictions on some chapter activities while it investigated "serious and persistent allegations of hazing and alcohol abuse at multiple chapters which threatened the health and safety of its students."
"Plaintiffs have failed to demonstrate that their interest in 'collegiality and social involvement,' which was not infringed upon, outweighs the University's strong and compelling interests in maintaining public safety and preventing hazing," Brown's office argued in its filing.
The order applied to the 37 groups that are part of the university's Interfraternity Council and Panhellenic Association. It did not apply to the university's 13 multicultural Greek organizations or five historically Black fraternities and sororities.
The university announced that 32 chapters have been cleared to return to normal activities. That includes three of the four plaintiff chapters, Brown's office said in a court filing, including Theta Chi, Alpha Sigma Phi and Alpha Tau Omega. As a result, the court filing said, there are no pending restrictions on their chapter activities. 

    


The university has continued its investigation against one of the fraternities that sued based on serious allegations of hazing and alcohol abuse, the court filing said.
The university's Office of Student Conduct received two referrals alleging conduct violations in February, in which a resident director reported that he found multiple prohibited substances and drug paraphernalia in a fraternity house, according to court records.
The office also received an anonymous report from a parent that their son was being subjected to harmful hazing by being required to stay outside in the cold for several hours, requiring a trip to the university health center for suspected hypothermia.
Later that month, the office received an anonymous email alleging multiple unidentified fraternities were hazing new members by beating them with a paddle, burning them with cigarettes and having them lay on nails, according to court records. They also were forced to consume live fish, chewing tobacco and urine, according to the documents.

    


The person who sent the anonymous email also reported personally experiencing being forced to attend a "Line Up," where he was abused for "hours on end," forced to wall sit, do push-ups, planks, and "be naked/in underwear for the purpose of public humiliation, and be physically assaulted," according to court documents. 
"At one of these events one individual passed out as they refused to provide us with water and forced us to drink straight vodka and they did nothing to help him, in fact they hit him in the face with a plastic bat and poured beer on him until he woke up," the student wrote in the email.
A court hearing has been set for Monday. It was not immediately clear how the university's action to clear most of the fraternities for normal activities would affect the lawsuit.
___
Associated Press writer Denise Lavoie contributed from Richmond, Virginia.
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Arizona legislation to better regulate rehab programs targeted by Medicaid scams is moving forward

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Arizona State Sen. Theresa Hatathlie talks during a news conference on Friday, May 19, 2023. Hatathlie said Friday, march 15, 2024, that she's hoping for final approval of her bill to tighten regulations for rehab facilities amid widespread fraud that has bilked hundreds of millions in Arizona Medicaid dollars. Hundreds of Native Americans seeking help for addictions have also been scammed. (AP Photo/Anita Snow, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Arizona State Sen. Theresa Hatathlie talks during a news conference on Friday, May 19, 2023. Hatathlie said Friday, march 15, 2024, that she's hoping for final approval of her bill to tighten regulations for rehab facilities amid widespread fraud that has bilked hundreds of millions in Arizona Medicaid dollars. Hundreds of Native Americans seeking help for addictions have also been scammed. (AP Photo/Anita Snow, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A Navajo state senator said Friday she's hoping for final approval of her bill to tighten regulations for rehab facilities amid widespread fraud that has bilked hundreds of millions in Arizona Medicaid dollars and scammed hundreds of Native Americans seeking help for addictions. 
Senate Bill 1655, sponsored by Sen. Theresa Hatathlie, was unanimously approved by the Senate this week and sent to the House, where it received a first reading and was assigned to the Health and Human Services Committee. 
Hathalie said she anticipates a vote by the full House could come as soon as Thursday, adding that she urges constituents to voice their support for the legislation. 
"This bill will ensure checks and balances. This issue has been going on long before the pandemic, and Native people have been largely affected," said Hatathlie, a Democrat from Coal Mine Mesa on the Navajo Nation who represents Arizona's 6th District. "Passage of Senate Bill 1655 will start a measure of resiliency and healing. It will most importantly communicate to criminals they are not welcome in Arizona!"

    


The legislative effort comes the same week that relatives of two Native American men who died while in Phoenix rehab programs sued Arizona's Medicaid program and Department of Health Services, alleging insufficient oversight.




The Attorney General's Office said it would not comment on the pending civil action as it continues to prosecute scores of cases against those programs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs and Attorney General Kris Mayes announced in May that they were stepping up an investigation of alleged fraudulent Medicaid billing that began before they took office in 2023.
The charges were submitted mostly through the American Indian Health Program, a Medicaid health plan that allows providers to bill directly for reimbursement of services rendered to Native Americans and Alaska Natives. 

    


Mayes told Navajo leaders in a report this year that 72 individuals and entities had been indicted so far, 44 of them since she took office, and over $90 million in property and vehicles relating to those cases were seized. 
The Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System has instituted tighter controls, including a six-month moratorium for enrolling new behavioral health clinics for Medicaid billing. The scams' far-reaching consequences became better known through warnings sounded by state and tribal governments outside Arizona.
Hatathlie's proposed law would increase the civil penalty per incidence of noncompliance at rehab facilities from up to $500 to at least $1,500 daily. 
It would also require that patients' family members be notified when they arrive at a facility for an evaluation. Employees of residential facilities would have to undergo fingerprint and background checks. 
Crystalyne Curley, speaker of the Navajo Nation Council, showed her support for Hatathlie's bill the day the Senate approved it.
Reva Stewart, a Navajo activist in Phoenix who helps Native Americans return to their reservations after leaving fraudulent rehab programs, said she worries the legislation may not go far enough to shut down the worst unlicensed facilities because it largely focuses on licensed ones. 

    


"We all want a solution to this problem," Stewart said. "I just want to make sure this solution works."
During early Senate hearings, representatives of assisted living and nursing homes and other facilities that could be affected worried that the penalties may be too high for smaller operations.
Hatathlie said facilities will have a 30-day grace period to bring any violations into compliance. The legislation has gone through many revisions in recent weeks and more adjustments are possible, she added.
"This is a big deal; this is a big problem in Arizona," Republican Senate President Warren Petersen said after Tuesday's vote. "If you're a state agency and you're doing something wrong, don't mess with Senator Hatathlie."
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Northwest Indiana sheriff says 3 men dead after being shot
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                                        GRIFFITH, Ind. (AP) -- A shooting at a home in Northwest Indiana has left three men dead, a sheriff said. 
Lake County sheriff's police sent Friday afternoon to a home in Griffith found two men dead and a third in critical condition, all having suffered gunshot wounds, Lake County Sheriff Oscar Martinez Jr. said. 
The third man was taken to a hospital, where he died, Martinez said 
Police are investigating several scenarios, including whether or not the incident was a murder-suicide, Martinez said.
Richard Yarchan said he was driving by when he saw a person run out of the house and a man following him fire two or three shots. 
"He shot him in the back," Yarchan told The Times of Northwest Indiana.
The gunman ran back inside, and Yarchan said he heard more gunshots.
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Authorities seize ailing alligator kept illegally in New York home's swimming pool

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, DEC officers secure an 11-foot (3.4-meter) alligator for transport after it was seized from a home where it was being kept illegally in Hamburg, N.Y., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The home's owner had built an addition and installed an in-ground swimming pool for the 30-year-old alligator, which has blindness in both eyes and spinal complications, among other health issues. (New York DEC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | In this photo provided by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, DEC officers secure an 11-foot (3.4-meter) alligator for transport after it was seized from a home where it was being kept illegally in Hamburg, N.Y., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The home's owner had built an addition and installed an in-ground swimming pool for the 30-year-old alligator, which has blindness in both eyes and spinal complications, among other health issues. (New York DEC via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, DEC officers secure an 11-foot (3.4-meter) alligator for transport after it was seized from a home where it was being kept illegally in Hamburg, N.Y., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The home's owner had built an addition and installed an in-ground swimming pool for the 30-year-old alligator, which has blindness in both eyes and spinal complications, among other health issues. (New York DEC via AP)]
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    [image: In this photo provided by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, DEC officers secure an 11-foot (3.4-meter) alligator for transport after it was seized from a home where it was being kept illegally in Hamburg, N.Y., on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The home's owner had built an addition and installed an in-ground swimming pool for the 30-year-old alligator, which has blindness in both eyes and spinal complications, among other health issues. (New York DEC via AP)]
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                                        HAMBURG, N.Y. (AP) -- An ailing alligator was seized from an upstate New York home where it was being kept illegally, state officials said.
Environmental conservation police officers seized the 750-pound (340-kilogram), 11-foot-long (3.4-meter-long) alligator on Wednesday from a home in Hamburg, south of Buffalo. 
The home's owner built an addition and installed an in-ground swimming pool for the 30-year-old alligator and allowed people, including children, to get into the water with the reptile, according to the state Department of Environmental Conservation.
The alligator has "blindness in both eyes" and spinal complications, among other health issues. The reptile was sent to a licensed caretaker until a place is found where it can receive permanent care, according to a release from the agency.
The owner's state license to keep the alligator expired in 2021. The state determined at that time the alligator's holding area failed to meet safety standards. Officers took action this week after learning the "extent at which the owner was seriously endangering the public," according to a statement from the agency. 

    


Tony Cavallaro, who told The Associated Press the alligator, Albert, had been with him since the 1990s, promised to fight for his return. Cavallaro said he treated the alligator like it was his kid and that he never put anyone in danger.
"I'm not dangerous. I'm not being unsafe with people," Cavallaro said.
State environmental officials haven't decided whether to bring charges.
Officials believe a lethargic 4-foot (1.2-meter) alligator found in Prospect Park Lake in Brooklyn in February 2023 was likely an abandoned pet.
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Teen gets 40 years in prison for Denver house fire that killed 5 from Senegal

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Investigators stand outside a house where five immigrants from Senegal were found dead after a fire in suburban Denver on Aug. 5, 2020. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Investigators stand outside a house where five immigrants from Senegal were found dead after a fire in suburban Denver on Aug. 5, 2020. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)
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[image: FILE - An investigator stands in front a house where five people were found dead after a fire in suburban Denver, Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - An investigator stands in front a house where five people were found dead after a fire in suburban Denver, Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)
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[image: FILE - In this Aug. 5, 2020, file photo, people look at a house where five people were found dead after a fire in Denver. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - In this Aug. 5, 2020, file photo, people look at a house where five people were found dead after a fire in Denver. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)
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[image: FILE - An investigator stands in the doorway of a home in suburban Denver on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, where five people were found dead after a fire. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - An investigator stands in the doorway of a home in suburban Denver on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, where five people were found dead after a fire. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)
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[image: FILE - An investigator stands in front a house where five people were found dead after a fire in suburban Denver, Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Aug. 5, 2020, file photo, people look at a house where five people were found dead after a fire in Denver. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]
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FILE - In this Aug. 5, 2020, file photo, people look at a house where five people were found dead after a fire in Denver. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)
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[image: FILE - An investigator stands in the doorway of a home in suburban Denver on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, where five people were found dead after a fire. One of three teenagers charged with starting a house fire in Denver that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday, March 15, 2024, to 40 years in prison. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- One of three teenagers charged with starting a Denver house fire that killed five people -- apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the home -- was sentenced Friday to 40 years in prison.
Gavin Seymour, 19, pleaded guilty in January to one count of second-degree murder for his role in the Aug. 5, 2020, fire that killed five members of a Senegalese family. Denver District Court Judge Karen Brody sentenced him to the maximum possible term he faced, The Denver Post reported.
"This is a tragedy that is, I'm sure for everyone involved, incomprehensible," Brody said. "There was a loss of the most innocent of lives."
Seymour and two other teenagers -- Kevin Bui and Dillon Siebert -- were charged with setting the fire in the middle of the night, killing family members Djibril Diol, 29; Adja Diol, 23; Khadija Diol, 1; Hassan Diol, 25; and 6-month-old Hawa Baye. Three other people escaped by jumping from the second floor of the home.

    


Siebert, who was 14 at the time of the fire, was 17 when he was sentenced in February 2023 to three years in juvenile detention and seven years in a state prison program for young inmates. Seymour and Bui, who is accused of being the ringleader, were both 16 at the time of the fire. The case against Bui, who faces multiple counts of first-degree murder, is still pending.




The investigation of the fire dragged on for months without any leads. Fears that the blaze had been a hate crime led many Senegalese immigrants to install security cameras at their homes in case they could also be targeted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Even if you kill five sheep or goats, you should get a maximum sentence," relative Hanady Diol told the court Friday through a translator over the phone from Senegal. "This person here, they are talking about 40 or 30 years. That just means there is no justice there. There is no judging that the people who died are human beings."

    


The boys were identified as suspects after police obtained a search warrant asking Google for which accounts had searched the home's address within 15 days of the fire. 
Bui told investigators he had been robbed the month before the fire while trying to buy a gun and had traced his iPhone to the home using an app, court records said. He admitted setting the fire, only to find out the next day through news coverage that the victims were not the people who robbed him, according to police.
Attorneys for Seymour and Bui challenged the search warrant, but the Colorado Supreme Court upheld the search for this case. Bui is next due in court on March 21, according to The Denver Post.
Seymour apologized in court Friday for his role in the fire. 
"If I could go back and prevent all this I would," he said. "There is not a moment that goes by that I don't feel extreme guilt and remorse for my actions. ... I want to say how truly sorry I am to the family members and community for all the harm I've done."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fatal-denver-arson-stolen-phone-senegalese-36bd8db143f1217163d85208619cf34d
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Husband of slain pregnant Amish woman testifies his young children told him of the killing

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn child in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn child in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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[image: A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish gather outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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[image: A group of Amish, right, gather outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | A group of Amish, right, gather outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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[image: A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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[image: A group of Amish smoke outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., during a break in the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | A group of Amish smoke outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., during a break in the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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[image: This photo provided by the Crawford County Correctional Facility shows Shawn C. Cranston. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial.(Crawford County Correctional Facility via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | This photo provided by the Crawford County Correctional Facility shows Shawn C. Cranston. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial.(Crawford County Correctional Facility via AP)
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[image: FILE - A sign on the sidewalk outside an antique store in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 29, 2024. Shawn C. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, file)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | FILE - A sign on the sidewalk outside an antique store in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 29, 2024. Shawn C. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, file)
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[image: This image taken from video shows police vehicles on the Fish Flats property, a few miles outside Spartansburg, Pa., Feb. 27, 2024. Shawn C. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial. (Craig Rouse/WJET via AP)]
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        Husband of slain pregnant Amish woman testifies his young children told him of the killing

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn child in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn child in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10
A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn child in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10
A group of Amish arrive at the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., for the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of Amish gather outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish, right, gather outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish leave the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., following a preliminary hearing Friday, Mar 15, 2024, for Shawn C. Cranston, 52, of Corry, Pa., who is accused of killing Rebekah Byler and her unborn child inside the Byler home near Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A group of Amish smoke outside the Crawford County Judicial Center in Meadville, Pa., during a break in the preliminary hearing for Shawn Christopher Cranston on Friday Mar. 15, 2024. Cranston is being held in connection with the murder of Rebekah A. Byler and her unborn in her home in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Crawford County Correctional Facility shows Shawn C. Cranston. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial.(Crawford County Correctional Facility via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A sign on the sidewalk outside an antique store in Spartansburg, Pa., on Feb. 29, 2024. Shawn C. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, file)]
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[image: This image taken from video shows police vehicles on the Fish Flats property, a few miles outside Spartansburg, Pa., Feb. 27, 2024. Shawn C. Cranston, accused of killing a pregnant Amish woman in her rural home last month was expected to be in a courtroom on Friday, March 14, where a Pennsylvania judge will consider whether investigators have sufficient evidence to advance the charges toward trial. (Craig Rouse/WJET via AP)]
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                                        MEADVILLE, Pa. (AP) -- The husband of a pregnant Amish woman killed inside her rural Pennsylvania home late last month testified Friday that his two young children told him about the crime when he got back from looking at potential roofing jobs.
"I didn't really believe it," Andy Byler said at a preliminary hearing for Shawn C. Cranston, charged with two counts of homicide in the Feb. 26 killing of Rebekah Byler and her unborn child. "I walked in and saw her cap laying inside the door."
The district judge for the hearing ruled there was enough evidence to send the case to Crawford County Common Pleas Court for trial proceedings.
Cranston, 52, a truck driver who lives in Corry, about 8 miles (13 kilometers) from the Byler home near Spartansburg, is also charged with burglary and trespassing. 
District Judge Amy Nichols rejected a request to have the charges dismissed, despite an argument by defense attorney Gary Alan Kern that prosecutors did not identify a motive or produce a murder weapon.

    


Rebekah Byler, 23, was shot in the head and suffered sharp wounds to her neck, state trooper Samuel Hubbard testified.




Andy Byler said his wife had been doing laundry when he left that morning with a neighbor and a driver. When he got back home and went inside, Byler said he saw his wife on the floor. The driver, Julie Warner, called 911 while he waited in a truck for police to arrive.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Warner said she tried to calm him down and went into the house to collect the children. She found them playing with toys in the dining room and led them out to the porch.
Warner said she told a 911 dispatcher she felt she could not check Rebekah Byler's pulse but that she could tell her body was cold.
Other witnesses described seeing a red Jeep in the area that morning, including parked by the Byler home. A neighbor testified that Cranston drove a red Jeep.
Members of the Amish community filled four rows on one side of the courtroom for Friday's hearing. Cranston was wearing a bulletproof vest and said nothing during the proceedings. 
In court documents filed for a search of the murder scene, state police said they recovered guns, ammunition, knife parts and other items. 
Cranston has been in the county jail without bond since being arrested March 2.
___
Scolforo reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Energy Department conditionally approves $2.26 billion loan for huge lithium mine in Nevada

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Construction continues at the Thacker Pass lithium mine on April 24, 2023, near Orovada, Nev. The Biden administration has agreed to provide a $2.26 billion conditional loan to Lithium Americas, Thursday, March 14, 2024, to help cover construction costs of a processing facility at its giant lithium mine in the works in northern Nevada near the Oregon line. (AP Photo/ Rick Bowmer, File)]
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                                        RENO, Nev. (AP) -- President Joe Biden's administration has conditionally agreed to loan more than $2 billion to the company building a controversial lithium mine in Nevada with the largest known U.S. deposit of the metal critical to making batteries for electric vehicles key to his renewable energy agenda.
The U.S Energy Department agreed on Thursday to provide the $2.26 billion conditional loan to Canada-based Lithium Americas to help cover costs at its open pit mine deeper than the length of a football field near the Oregon line.
The loan would help finance the a lithium carbonate processing plant at the Thacker Pass mine about 200 miles (322 kilometers) north of Reno -- "the largest-proven lithium reserves in North America," DOE said in a statement.
"Thacker Pass is a treasure trove of lithium -- key to strengthening U.S. energy security and electrifying America," Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said in a message posted Friday on X, formerly known as Twitter. 

    


"By presenting this $2.26B conditional loan, we'll help level the global playing field and supercharge clean energy manufacturing nationwide," she said.




The Energy Department said the loan is contingent on its Loan Programs Office's review of the project under the National Environmental Policy Act.
Biden's renewable energy agenda aimed at easing U.S. reliance on fossil fuels so as to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is expected to be a key issue in his reelection bid against ex-President Donald Trump, who has said he would focus on drilling for more oil.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The department said lithium carbonate from Thacker Pass could support the production of batteries for up to 800,000 electric vehicles annually, avoiding the consumption of 317 million gallons (1.2 billion liters) of gasoline per year.
"Today's announcement reinforces the Biden-Harris Administration's whole-of-government approach to strengthening America's critical materials supply chain, which is essential to building America's clean transportation future and enhancing our national and energy security," DOE said Thursday.

    


Lithium Americas said the loan would cover the vast majority of the first phase of the Thacker Pass project, which is now estimated to cost $2.93 billion. Last January, General Motors Co. conditionally agreed to invest $650 million in the project.
The conditional commitment to the government's loan "is a significant milestone for Thacker Pass, which will help meet the growing domestic need for lithium chemicals and strengthen our nation's security," said Jonathan Evans, president and chief executive officer of Lithium Americas.
"The United States has an incredible opportunity to lead the next chapter of global electrification in a way that both strengthens our battery supply chains and ensures that the economic benefits are directed toward American workers, companies and communities," he said.
Environmental groups and leaders of three tribes spent nearly two years fighting the mine, which they say borders the sacred site of a massacre of more than two dozen Native Americans in 1865. 

    


But a federal judge in Reno dismissed the latest challenges in December and the chairman of the Reno Sparks Indian Colony at the forefront of the legal battle said weeks later they were abandoning any future appeals.
The acting chairwoman of the Nevada tribe closest to the mine said her members support the project.
"Thacker Pass will provide important economic and employment opportunities for members of our Tribe," Larina Bell of the Fort McDermitt Paiute Shoshone Tribe said in a statement.
Lithium Americas said site preparation has been completed, including all site clearing, the commissioning of a water supply system, site access improvements and site infrastructure.
The company said the latest estimated total cost of phase one construction has been revised upward to $2.93 billion based on several factors, including the use of union labor for construction, updated equipment pricing and development of an all-inclusive housing facility for construction workers.
The company said it spent $193.7 million on the project during the year that ended Dec. 31. Mechanical completion of phase one is targeted for 2027 with full production anticipated sometime in 2028.
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Weekly ski trip turns into overnight ordeal when about 50 women get stranded in bus during snowstorm

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by Brenda Djorup, Djorup takes a photo of herself and other women who were stranded on a Thera-ski bus on Interstate 70 in Colorado on the way back from a ski trip to Vail, Colo., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The women spent 22 hours on the bus getting back from the ski hill after getting stuck behind semi tractor-trailers. (Brenda Djorup via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | In this photo provided by Brenda Djorup, Djorup takes a photo of herself and other women who were stranded on a Thera-ski bus on Interstate 70 in Colorado on the way back from a ski trip to Vail, Colo., Wednesday, March 13, 2024. The women spent 22 hours on the bus getting back from the ski hill after getting stuck behind semi tractor-trailers. (Brenda Djorup via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Bette Davis, people stand outside stranded vehicles on Interstate 70 in Colorado, including a ski bus, on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Bette Davis via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Brenda Djorup, a Thera-ski bus gets towed over Vail Pass, Colo., Wednesday, March 13, 2024, after the transmission overheated. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Brenda Djorup via AP))]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | In this photo provided by Brenda Djorup, a Thera-ski bus gets towed over Vail Pass, Colo., Wednesday, March 13, 2024, after the transmission overheated. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Brenda Djorup via AP))
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[image: In this photo provided by Bette Davis, people stand outside stranded vehicles on Interstate 70 in Colorado, including a ski bus, on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Bette Davis via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | In this photo provided by Bette Davis, people stand outside stranded vehicles on Interstate 70 in Colorado, including a ski bus, on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Bette Davis via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
In this photo provided by Bette Davis, people stand outside stranded vehicles on Interstate 70 in Colorado, including a ski bus, on Wednesday, March 13, 2024. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Bette Davis via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Brenda Djorup, a Thera-ski bus gets towed over Vail Pass, Colo., Wednesday, March 13, 2024, after the transmission overheated. A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. (Brenda Djorup via AP))]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- A weekly ski trip for about 50 women from the Denver area turned into an overnight ordeal when their bus got stuck in a snowstorm behind jackknifed semi tractor-trailers on their way back from Vail. 
One of the women, Brenda Djorup, called it a test of perseverance and patience. But she said they got to know one another better, helped a couple of women with medical issues and made it home safely Thursday after 22 hours on the bus.
"It was a testament to women who have dealt with other crises in our lives and knew how to handle a situation that was unexpected and uncomfortable and keeping things in its right perspective," said Djorup, a retired teacher. 
"We did run out of food and water and were limited on our use of the bathroom," she said. "And people dug in their backpacks for tissues when we ran out of toilet paper. And we looked after each other."

    


The women were on the final of the 10 weekly ski trips with the Thera-ski Bus, a volunteer-run women's only ski group that has been operating for about 40 years. 
The women, including some in their 70s, were chased off the hill at Vail because of a lightning storm on Wednesday afternoon, but that didn't end up being close to the worst part of their trip.




As they were enjoying their after-skiing snacks, including banana bread and cookies, they were stopped due to jack-knifed semis for a few hours. When they started moving again, they had to be towed over a mountain pass because the transmission overheated and then they had to wait for it to cool down. They ended up being stopped again behind other disabled tractor-trailers as night fell.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're resigned," Bette Davis said. "We're now sleeping on the bus. There's nothing happening. We're just idling there forever."
One of the ladies had been injured when another skier ran into her from behind on the way off the hill, and there was concern whether another of the passengers would get home in time for her daily insulin shot.

    


"We helped each other," Djorup said. "We got snow to put on the knees of the girl who was injured. We we shared what we had in our backpacks as far as food with the girl who is diabetic."
They did run out of water at one point, but the bus company was able to take a maintenance truck in to a convenience store that the bus couldn't access and get them water and chips, Davis said.
The women used their cellphones, when they had service, to contact family and try to find out when the road might reopen for them and everyone else stuck on the highway.
Mary Wagner said the group channeled their frustration over a lack of information by sending emails to Gov. Jared Polis' office and reaching out to the media to bring attention to the fact that the highway, which brings so many visitors and their dollars to ski resorts, was brought to a standstill, Wagner said.
"It gave us a purpose instead of just sitting there and complaining," said Wagner, who said did not sleep much on the bus and mostly giggled with a friend much of the night. Nevertheless, she was back out skiing on Friday on a previously planned trip.

    


Wagner said she would like authorities to fine truck drivers without chains more severely and be more efficient about clearing stuck vehicles.
Colorado requires that truck drivers traveling through the mountains on Interstate 70, the state's main east-west highway, carry chains with them from September through May and be ready to put them on their tires for better traction during storms.
An unknown number were not using chains during this week's storm and were blamed for blocking traffic after getting stuck. Other vehicles stuck behind them had to wait for specialty tow trucks to come in and haul the big rigs out of the way to allow traffic to flow.
Twelve truck drivers were cited for not using chains during the storm, the Colorado State Patrol said Friday. However, it acknowledged that sometimes trucks will be towed away to get traffic moving before a trooper can arrive to issue a ticket.
Despite being stuck on the highway in the snow, Davis said they didn't get cold because the bus was able to keep running and they had all their ski clothing, including some who had mittens and boots with warmers in them.

    


Davis, 76, has been a member of the Thera-ski Bus group for about 25 years.
"When I first came on the bus, I was one of the younger members, and I always was in awe of the old ladies that were still skiing," she said. "Now I'm one of them. We will be able to tell this story for the next 30 years, but we're hoping to keep this bus going forever."
___
Hanson reported from Helena, Montana.
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Judge asked to dismiss claims against police over killing of mentally ill woman armed with shotgun
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                                        DOVER, Del. (AP) -- An attorney for the Delaware State Police asked a judge Friday to dismiss several claims in a lawsuit filed by the brother of a mentally ill woman whom an officer killed after firing a shotgun at him.
The lawsuit alleges that Trooper Dean Johnson, who fatally shot Kelly Rooks, 51, used excessive force, and that two other troopers on the scene failed to intervene to prevent Johnson from shooting Rooks.
The lawsuit also seeks to hold the police agency and its executive staff liable for the officers' actions, including alleged violations of Rooks' rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act and the federal Rehabilitation Act. The complaint also accuses the police agency of failing to properly train officers on how to deal with emotionally disturbed people.
Deputy Attorney General Nicholas Picollelli Jr. argued that police did not intentionally discriminate against Rooks and that the lawsuit does not allege any pattern or practice of troopers mistreating people with disabilities. He also disputed the suggestion that Johnson was the "proximate cause" of Rooks' death.

    


"She broke the causal chain when she picked up the shotgun," he said.




Picollelli also said the police agency and its senior staff cannot be held vicariously liable for the officers' actions. Even if the claims in the lawsuit are adequately pleaded, police are entitled to qualified immunity from liability for actions taken in their official capacities, he added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Patrick Gallagher, an attorney for Raymond Rooks, told Superior Court Judge Jeffrey Clark that it was too early for him to rule on the motion to dismiss the case and the state's immunity claims. 
"Reasonable or excessive (force) is a fact-intensive inquiry normally left for a jury," he said, adding that merely talking to a person constitutes the use of force by a police officer.
"Talking is the first form of force.... Police presence is a form of force," Gallagher said.

    


Gallagher said troopers knew Rooks was mentally unstable, given several interactions with her in the days leading up to the shooting. Instead of trying to de-escalate the situation, the troopers were "angry, hostile and aggressive" when they arrived.
"It was never a call for police. It was a call for medical help," he said.
According to the lawsuit, Rooks suffered from bipolar disorder, and an increase in her lithium dosage was making her "more depressed, more anxious, and more paranoid" in the days before the shooting.
A report by the state attorney general's office concluded that Johnson was justified in using deadly force against Rook. The report concluded that Johnson reasonably felt in fear for his life and the lives of others when he shot her.
Troopers and medical personnel went to Rooks' house in Seaford on March 25, 2021, after she called 911 to complain her neighbors had poisoned her. Medical workers asked Rooks to come with them to the hospital so she could be examined more thoroughly, but she refused and became upset about their presence and that of state troopers.

    


After Rooks went to a bedroom, her boyfriend, who was in a wheelchair, emerged from the room and told police she was "crazy" and needed to go to the hospital. Rooks then grabbed a shotgun, prompting her boyfriend to return to the bedroom and shut the door. He then came out and told troopers he had unloaded the gun, and that they needed to leave.
Troopers ordered Rooks repeatedly to drop her gun and come out of the room with her hands up, investigators said. 
"Which one of you pigs wants to die tonight?" Rooks responded before opening the door and firing at Johnson. The round of buckshot blew a hole in the floor. 
Johnson returned fired and Rooks fell backward onto the bed. She then started advancing toward Johnson again, still holding her gun. Johnson fired again and Rooks fell backward as the door closed behind her. An autopsy found five bullets had hit her.
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Prosecutor says southern Indiana woman shot 3 kids dead before killing herself
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                                        MADISON, Ind. (AP) -- A southern Indiana woman fatally shot her three children before turning the gun on herself last December, a prosecutor said Friday.
The bodies of Naomi Briner, 35; Adelia Briner, 12; Leland Briner, 8; and Iyla Briner, 6, were found dead inside their burning home in the Ohio River city of Madison on Dec. 12, Jefferson County Prosecutor David Sutter said.
Based on the results of the autopsies and the evidence in the case, the Jefferson County Coroner's Officer ruled the manner of death of the three children to be homicide and that Naomi Briner died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound, Sutter said.
"This was a tragic case that has been heartbreaking for the community and all who have been involved in this investigation. My heart goes out to the involved families for the tragedy that they have endured," Sutter said in a news release. 
The prosecutor said investigators need not pursue any other leads in this case.
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Real estate lawsuit settlement upends decadeslong policies that helped set agent commissions

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A sale sign stands outside a home in Wyndmoor, Pa., Wednesday, June 22, 2022. The National Association of Realtors has agreed on Friday, March 15, 2024, to pay $418 million and change its rules to settle lawsuits claiming homeowners have been unfairly forced to pay artificially inflated agent commissions when they sold their home. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        A powerful real estate trade group has agreed to do away with policies that for decades helped set agent commissions, moving to resolve lawsuits that claim the rules have forced people to pay artificially inflated costs to sell their homes.
Under the terms of the agreement announced Friday, the National Association of Realtors also agreed to pay $418 million to help compensate home sellers across the U.S.
Home sellers behind multiple lawsuits against the NAR and several major brokerages argued that the trade group's rules governing homes listed for sale on its affiliated Multiple Listing Services unfairly propped up agent commissions. The rules also incentivized agents representing buyers to avoid showing their clients listings where the seller's broker was offering a lower commission to the buyer's agent, they argued.
As part of the settlement, the NAR agreed to no longer require a broker advertising a home for sale on MLS to offer any upfront compensation to a buyer's agent. The rule change leaves it open for individual home sellers to negotiate such offers with a buyer's agent outside of the MLS platforms, though the home seller's broker has to disclose any such compensation arrangements. 

    
        
    

    


The trade group also agreed to require agents or others working with a homebuyer to enter into a written agreement with them. That is meant to ensure homebuyers know going in what their agent will charge them for their services. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rule changes, which are set to go into effect in mid-July, represent a major change to the way real estate agents have operated going back to the 1990s, and could lead to homebuyers and sellers negotiating lower agent commissions. 
Currently, agents working with a buyer and seller typically split a commission of around 5% to 6% that's paid by the seller. This practice essentially became customary as home listings included built-in offers of "cooperative compensation" between agents on both sides of the transaction. 

    


But the rule changes the NAR agreed to as part of the settlement could give home sellers and buyers more impetus to negotiate lower agent commissions. 
"It may take some time for the changes to impact the marketplace, but our hope and expectation is that this will put a downward pressure on the cost of hiring a real estate broker," said Robby Braun, an attorney in a federal lawsuit brought in 2019 in Chicago on behalf of millions of home sellers. 
Analysts with Keefe, Bruyette & Woods also anticipate that the NAR rule changes will lead to lower agent commissions and could persuade some homebuyers to skip using an agent altogether. 
"In our view, the combination of mandated buyer representation agreements and the prohibition of blanket compensation offers made by listing agents and sellers should result in significant price competition for buyer agent commissions," the analysts wrote in a research note Friday.
While setting the stage for homebuyers to negotiate a more competitive price for their agent's services, the rule changes mean home shoppers will have to factor in how to cover their agent's compensation.

    


Homebuyers could still ask a prospective home seller for a concession that includes money to help cover the buyer's agent compensation. However, a home seller with multiple offers, for example, could refuse such a request, or opt to go with a bid from a different buyer who isn't asking for such a concession. 
"The real solution is for the industry to work to remove regulatory barriers that make it difficult for buyers to include this compensation in their mortgages," said Stephen Brobeck, senior fellow at the Consumer Federation of America. 
The NAR faced multiple lawsuits over the way agent commissions are set. In late October, a federal jury in Missouri found that the NAR and several large real estate brokerages conspired to require that home sellers pay homebuyers' agent commissions in violation of federal antitrust law.
The jury ordered the defendants to pay almost $1.8 billion in damages -- and potentially more than $5 billion if the court ended up awarding the plaintiffs treble damages.

    


The settlement, if approved by the court, resolves that and similar suits faced by the NAR. It covers over one million of the NAR's members, its affiliated Multiple Listing Services and all brokerages with a NAR member as a principal that had a residential transaction volume in 2022 of $2 billion or less.
"Ultimately, continuing to litigate would have hurt members and their small businesses," Nykia Wright, NAR's interim CEO, said in a statement. "While there could be no perfect outcome, this agreement is the best outcome we could achieve in the circumstances."
The settlement does not include real estate agents affiliated with HomeServices of America and its related companies.
Last month, Keller Williams Realty, one of the nation's largest real estate brokerages, agreed to pay $70 million and change some of of its agent guidelines to settle agent commission lawsuits.
Two other large real estate brokerages agreed to similar settlement terms last year. In their respective pacts, Anywhere Real Estate Inc. agreed to pay $83.5 million, while Re/Max agreed to pay $55 million.
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Stock market today: Wall Street slips further away from records amid inflation worries

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An NYSE sign is seen on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, June 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: FILE - People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]
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[image: A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Stock market today: Wall Street slips further away from records amid inflation worries

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An NYSE sign is seen on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, June 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - An NYSE sign is seen on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, June 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - An NYSE sign is seen on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, June 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
FILE - People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian markets retreated Friday, March 15, with Hong Kong's benchmark falling nearly 2%, after a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy dashed hopes that easier interest rates are coming soon.(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DAMIAN J. TROISE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Wall Street closed out its second straight losing week Friday, giving back some of the gains that helped push the stock market to an all-time high earlier in the week. 
The S&P 500 fell 0.6%, its third straight loss. The benchmark index hit a record high on Tuesday, but mostly wavered in the days that followed.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 0.5%, while the Nasdaq composite ended 1% lower. 
Technology stocks were the biggest weights on the market. Software maker Adobe slumped 13.7% after giving investors a weak revenue forecast. Microsoft fell 2.1% and Broadcom lost 2.1%.
Communication services stocks also helped pull the market lower. Meta Platforms fell 1.6% and Google parent Alphabet fell 1.3%.
All told, the S&P 500 fell 33.39 points to 5,117.09. The Dow dropped 190.89 points to 38,714.77, and the Nasdaq gave up 155.36 points to 15,973.17.

    


The latest pullback for stocks came as traders reviewed several reports showing that inflation, though broadly cooling, remains stubborn.
A closely-watched report from the University of Michigan showed that consumer sentiment unexpectedly fell in March. Consumers became slightly less optimistic about the economy, but continue to expect inflation to come down further, a potential sign that consumer prices will come under control.




Inflation remains the big concern for Wall Street amid hopes for the Federal Reserve to start cutting interest rates. The Fed sharply raised interest rates starting in 2022 in an effort to tame inflation back to its 2% target. Inflation at the consumer level was as high as 9.1% in 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A report on consumer prices this week showed inflation remains stubborn, ticking up to 3.2% in February from 3.1% in January. Another report on prices at the wholesale level also showed inflation remains hotter than Wall Street expected.
Other reports this week showed some softening in the economy, which bolstered hopes for a continued long-term easing of inflation.

    


A rally for stocks that started in October has essentially stalled in March as investors try to determine the path ahead for inflation, the Fed and the economy.
"You can kind of look in either direction and find a find a reason to be concerned about equities," said Brian Nick, senior investment strategist at The Macro Institute.
Investors still have to worry about the lagging impact on the economy from the Fed's historic rate hikes, he said. The broader economy remains strong, but it is showing signs of slowing and that could mean a recession is still possible.
"Things happen more slowly than investors have come to process," he said. "Policy lag exerting a downward pull is a lot longer than what investors have priced in."
Fed officials will give their latest forecasts for where they see interest rates heading this year on Wednesday, following their latest policy meeting. Traders are still leaning toward a rate cut in June, according to data from CME Group. The Fed's main rate remains at its highest level since 2001.
The central bank has held the benchmark rate steady since July 2023 and has previously signaled that it expects three rate cuts in 2024. Lower rates would relieve pressure on the economy and financial system.

    


Bond yields edged higher. The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.31% from 4.29% late Thursday. The yield on the 2-year Treasury, rose 4.73% from 4.69%.
Weak financial forecasts weighed down several companies. Beauty products retailer Ulta Beauty fell 5.2% after giving investors a disappointing earnings forecast for the year. Electronics maker Jabil slumped 16.5% after trimming its revenue forecast for the year.
Markets in Europe ended mixed, while markets in Asia slipped.
_____
AP Business Writers Elaine Kurtenbach, Matt Ott, Alex Veiga and AP Economics Writer Christopher Rugaber, contributed to this report.
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Colorado man died from pet Gila monster's venomous bite, autopsy shows

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A Gila monster is displayed at the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, Dec. 14, 2018. A Colorado man who was placed on life support after he was bitten by his pet Gila monster died of complications from the desert lizard's venom, an autopsy report obtained by The Associated Press on Friday, March 15, 2024 confirmed. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A Gila monster is displayed at the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, Dec. 14, 2018. A Colorado man who was placed on life support after he was bitten by his pet Gila monster died of complications from the desert lizard's venom, an autopsy report obtained by The Associated Press on Friday, March 15, 2024 confirmed. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)
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                                        GOLDEN, Colo. (AP) -- A Colorado man who was placed on life support after he was bitten by his pet Gila monster died of complications from the desert lizard's venom, an autopsy report obtained by The Associated Press on Friday confirmed.
The report also found that heart and liver problems were significant contributing factors in Christopher Ward's death.
Ward, 34, was taken to a hospital shortly after being bitten by one of his two pet Gila monsters on Feb. 12. His death less than four days later is believed to be the first from a Gila monster in the U.S. in almost a century. 
The autopsy, conducted by the Jefferson County Coroner's Office on Feb. 18, said Ward was bitten for four minutes and wavered in and out of consciousness for about two hours before seeking medical attention. He suffered multiple seizures and acute respiratory failure at the hospital.

    


Ward's girlfriend handed over the lizard named Winston and another named Potato to an animal control officer and other officers in the Denver suburb of Lakewood the day after the bite. She told police she had heard something that "didn't sound right" and entered a room to see Winston latched onto Ward's hand, according to the animal control officer's report.




She told officers Ward "immediately began exhibiting symptoms, vomiting several times and eventually passing out and ceasing to breathe," according to the report. She also said she and Ward bought Winston at a reptile exhibition in Denver in October and Potato from a breeder in Arizona in November. Told that Gila monsters were illegal in Lakewood, the woman told officers she wanted them out of her house as soon as possible, according to the report.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officers working with the Colorado Department of Natural Resources sent the lizards to Reptile Gardens outside Rapid City, South Dakota. Twenty-six spiders of different species also were taken from the home to a nearby animal shelter.

    


Gila monsters are venomous reptiles that naturally inhabit parts of the southwestern U.S. and neighboring areas of Mexico. Their bites can cause intense pain and make their victims pass out but normally aren't deadly.
They are legal to own in most states, easily found through breeders and at reptile shows, and widely regarded for their striking color patterns and typically easygoing personality.
Colorado requires a permit to keep a Gila (pronounced HE-la) monster. Only zoological-type facilities are issued such permits, however, and Ward apparently didn't have one for his lizards, Colorado Parks and Wildlife spokesperson Kara Van Hoose said.
Winston may have slipped through the cracks of state enforcement because the lizard was sold at a reptile show. Colorado Department of Natural Resources agents sometimes attend shows to make sure illegal animals aren't for sale.
Before Ward, the last person to die of a Gila monster bite, around 1930, may have had cirrhosis of the liver, said Arizona State University professor Dale DeNardo, a Gila monster enthusiast who has studied the reptiles for decades.
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Fast-moving fire damages commercial freighter at Ohio port, but no injuries reported
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                                        ASHTABULA, Ohio (AP) -- A fast-moving fire damaged a commercial freighter at a port in eastern Ohio on Friday, but no injuries were reported.
It wasn't immediately clear what sparked the blaze on the Cuyahoga, according to the Coast Guard. The agency said it deployed boats and a helicopter to the scene while firefighters from Ashtabula and Ashtabula County were "utilizing maximum resources" to extinguish the fire, which was still burning late Friday afternoon. The fire created huge clouds of smoke that could be seen for miles.
Everyone aboard the ship at the time the blaze broke out had been accounted for and was safe, the Coast Guard said. It was not immediately known how many crew members were on the vessel.
Ashtabula city officials said the freighter was at the port for repairs, but further information was not disclosed.
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Things to know about Uber and Lyft saying they will halt ride-hailing services in Minneapolis

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Lyft and Uber have threatened to halt operations in Minneapolis because of a city ordinance to increase wages for app-based drivers, the latest back-and-forth that underscores a longtime fight between gig economy workers and the tech giants. (AP video: March Vancleave)
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    [image: FILE - In this Feb. 9, 2021 file photo, a passer-by walks past a sign offering directions to an Uber and Lyft ride pickup location at Logan International Airport, in Boston. Lyft and Uber are threatening to halt operations in Minneapolis because of a city ordinance to increase wages for app-based drivers, the latest back-and-forth that underscores a longtime fight between gig economy workers and the tech giants.(AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Lyft and Uber have said they will halt operations in Minneapolis because of a new city ordinance that increase wages for app-based drivers, the latest salvo in a longtime fight between gig economy workers and the tech giants.
The city's council vote Thursday overrode a mayoral veto of the measure and means ride-hailing companies will have to pay drivers the equivalent of the local minimum wage of $15.57 an hour. It's not the first time members of the city council have advocated for a driver pay raise, nor is the issue exclusive to the city or the state. 
Here's what to know about the Minneapolis measure and gig worker negotiations across the country:
WHAT DOES THE ORDINANCE DO?
The City Council's measure requires requires ride-hailing companies to pay drivers at least $1.40 per mile and $0.51 per minute for the time spent transporting a rider -- or $5 per ride, whichever is greater. Tips are excluded. In the event of a multi-city trip, that only applies to the portion that takes place within Minneapolis.

    


Supporters said the measure prioritizes workers' rights over corporate greed.
"This is a David and Goliath story," council member Robin Wonsley, who helped author the policy, said in a statement. "Regular working-class people took on two corporate giants and their political allies, and won."




Fellow council member Jamal Osman said it will keep the companies from exploiting the city's East African community for cheap labor. 
HOW DID LYFT AND UBER RESPOND?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lyft and Uber both said they will stop operating in Minneapolis when the ordinance takes effect May 1.
Lyft called the ordinance "deeply flawed," saying in a statement that it supports a minimum earning standard for drivers but not the one passed by the council.
"This ordinance makes our operations unsustainable," Lyft said.
Josh Gold, Uber's senior director of public affairs, said in a statement that the result will be thousands of people out of work and many riders stranded.

    


"We are disappointed the Council chose to ignore the data and kick Uber out of the Twin Cities," Gold said.
WHAT ARE RIDERS AND DRIVERS SAYING?
Emmanuel Noah, who has been driving for both companies for years, said Lyft and Uber need to listen to the drivers and he hopes their talk of leaving is a bluff. 
Drivers aren't making enough to make ends meet right now, especially since they have to pay for their cars and maintenance, he added, speaking outside Minneapolis-St. Paul International airport where he was waiting for a fare.
"To put food on the table for our families," he said. "That's why we're looking for a raise."
Passenger Jake Hay, a frequent traveler who just returned from a business trip, said he typically hails rides to go to and from the airport and also when going out downtown. 
It will be less convenient for him if Lyft and Uber leave, Hay said. He doesn't buy into the companies' claims that they can't raise wages and still make a profit.
"These people are making more money than they've ever made in their life," Hay said. "If they're going to claim that they can't sustain what they're doing now and pay these people, they don't deserve to be around anyway."

    


WHAT CAME BEFORE?
The city council previously advanced a similar ordinance that Mayor Jacob Frey also vetoed.
Also last year, the Minnesota Legislature passed a bill that would have mandated higher pay and job security for Lyft and Uber drivers in the state, but Democratic Gov. Tim Walz issued his first-ever veto to quash it.
Uber had threatened to offer only premium-priced service in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and cut off service altogether in the rest of Minnesota if Walz signed the legislation.
Walz said at the time that he was committed to fair wages but that the bill would have dramatically increased rider costs.
Ahead of the Minneapolis override vote, Walz told The Associated Press that he was concerned about the impact of the city ordinance. He warned that the companies would depart and leave a gap for those who depend on the services, including disabled people.
WHAT COMES NEXT?
Both Lyft and Uber nodded to the potential for statewide legislation that would counteract the city ordinance. House Republicans proposed a bill Thursday that would preclude local officials from enacting such regulations.

    


Walz told AP he hopes the Legislature will seek a compromise that includes fair pay for drivers but also dissuades the companies from leaving the market.
WHERE ELSE HAS THIS HAPPENED?
Gig economy workers have protested across the country to decry low wages and poor conditions, including a Valentine's Day strike last month by ride-hailing drivers. 
Some cities have moved to regulate the companies, with mixed results.
Measures last year in New York City and this year in Seattle established an $18 hourly minimum wage for food delivery workers. 
While platforms like Uber Eats and DoorDash still operate in New York City under the new rules, they have limited workers hours there.
In 2016, Austin pushed for fingerprint-based background checks of Lyft and Uber drivers as a rider safety measure. Both companies pulled out of the city, returning only after the Texas Legislature passed a law implementing different rules statewide.

    


In California an appeals court sided with Lyft and Uber in ruling that they can continue to treat drivers as independent contractors, meaning they are not entitled to benefits. The state Legislature had passed a law in 2019 forcing them to treat drivers as employees.
President Joe Biden's administration recently enacted new standards on the classification of workers as independent contractors. Companies like Lyft and Uber say the rules wouldn't impact how they classify their drivers, though some warn that it could depend on how the Labor Department decides to enforce the standards. 
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David Viviano, a conservative Michigan Supreme Court justice, won't seek reelection
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Justice David Viviano said Friday he will not seek reelection to the Michigan Supreme Court.
Viviano has served on the court since his appointment in 2013 by then-Gov. Rick Snyder. He won statewide elections in 2014 and 2016 with the endorsement of the Republican Party.
Viviano and Justice Brian Zahra are the court's most conservative justices and often join each other's opinions, especially dissents. They're in the minority: Four of the court's seven justices were blessed by the Democratic Party or appointed by Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.
"Although I have respectfully disagreed with many of the court's decisions in recent years, it has been a privilege to participate in the discussion of legal issues of major significance to our state," Viviano said. "I remain committed to the rule of law and am optimistic about the future." 

    


He was a judge in Macomb County before joining the Supreme Court. Viviano's term ends at the end of 2024.
Two Supreme Court seats will be on the fall ballot. Justice Kyra Bolden, who was appointed by Whitmer, is running to fill the balance of the term of former Justice Bridget McCormack. Bolden has been on the court since January 2023.
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Apple to pay $490 million to settle allegations that it misled investors about iPhone sales in China

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A trade-in for iPhone XR promotion board is displayed as an Apple employee waits for customers at its retail store in Beijing, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2019. Apple has agreed to pay $490 million to settle a class-action lawsuit alleging CEO Tim Cook misled investors about a steep downturn in the iPhone's sales in China that culminated in a jarring revision to the company's revenue forecast. The preliminary settlement was filed Friday, March 15, 2024, in Oakland, Calif., federal court. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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                                        Apple has agreed to pay $490 million to settle a class-action lawsuit alleging CEO Tim Cook misled investors about a steep downturn in iPhone's sales in China that culminated in a jarring revision to the company's revenue forecast.
The preliminary settlement filed Friday in Oakland, California, federal court stems from a shareholder lawsuit focused on the way Apple relayed information about how iPhone models released in September 2018 were performing in China, one of the company's biggest markets.
Cook signaled that the new iPhones were off to a good start during an investor conference call in early November 2018, according to the complaint.
That reassurance dissolved into a huge letdown on Jan. 2, 2019 when the Cook issued a warning that Apple's revenue for the just-completed quarter would fall $9 billion below management's forecast for the period. What's more, virtually all of the sales drop was traced to weak demand in China.

    


It marked the first time Apple had cut its revenue guidance since the iPhone's release in 2007 and triggered its stock price to plunge 10% in the next day of frenetic trading, wiping out more than $70 billion in shareholder wealth.




Apple vehemently denied Cook deceived investors about the iPhone's sales in China between early November and early January. The Cupertino, California, company maintained that stance in the settlement documents, but said it decided to make the payment after more than four years of legal wrangling to avoid an "overly burdensome, expensive, and distracting" hassle.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The settlement was reached through a mediator after U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers rejected Apple's request to dismiss the case and set a Sept. 9 trial date.
Gonzalez Rogers is now being asked to approve the settlement in a hearing scheduled for April 30.
Thousands of shareholders who bought Apple stock in late 2018 could be eligible for a piece of the settlement, which will be distributed from of a pool that will be less than $490 million after lawyers involved in the case are paid. The attorneys plan to seek up to one-fourth, or about $122 million, of the settlement.

    


The $490 million payment represents less than 1% of the $97 billion profit that Apple pocketed during its last fiscal year ended in September. Apple shareholders who have held on to their shares have become wealthier too. Apple's stock price has more than quadrupled from where it stood after Cook's China warning, creating an additional $2 trillion in shareholder wealth. 
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Police search for suspect in fatal shooting of police officer in eastern New Mexico
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                                        TUCUMCARI, N.M. (AP) -- Multiple law enforcement agencies searched Friday for the suspect in the fatal shooting of a state police officer killed on Interstate 40 in eastern New Mexico.
The victim was identified as New Mexico state police officer Justin Hare, 35, the governor's office said in a statement Friday afternoon.
The shooting occurred early Friday morning near mile marker 320, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) west of the Texas state line, the state Department of Public Safety said.
The suspect was last seen on foot wearing a brown hoodie and jacket on the I-40 Frontage Road between Montoya and Newkirk, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) west of Tucumcari, state police said in a message posted on X, formerly known as Twitter.
"The suspect is armed and dangerous, do not approach, call 911 immediately," police said.
KOAT-TV reported the officer was doing a welfare check on the interstate after spotting a vehicle pulled over onto the shoulder of the traffic lanes before the shooting occurred.

    


New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said in a statement: "It's a tragic reminder of the dangers our law enforcement officers face each time they put on a uniform and report for duty."
Cabinet Secretary Jason Bowie said it was a "sacrifice no one should have to make."
"Officer Hare will never be forgotten, and his sacrifice safeguarding our state is worthy of the highest honors," he said.
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Prosecutors say New York subway shooting may have been self defense

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - NYPD officers stand aboard a train at the West Fourth Street subway station, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, in New York. Prosecutors say a man who shot and critically wounded another man on a New York City subway train will not immediately be charged with a crime while prosecutors investigate whether the shooter acted justifiably in self-defense.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - NYPD officers stand aboard a train at the West Fourth Street subway station, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, in New York. Prosecutors say a man who shot and critically wounded another man on a New York City subway train will not immediately be charged with a crime while prosecutors investigate whether the shooter acted justifiably in self-defense.(AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A man who shot and critically wounded another passenger on a New York City subway train may have acted in self-defense and will not immediately be charged with any crime, prosecutors said Friday.
"Yesterday's shooting inside a crowded subway car was shocking and deeply upsetting. The investigation into this tragic incident is ongoing but, at this stage, evidence of self-defense precludes us from filing any criminal charges against the shooter," said Oren Yaniv, a spokesperson for Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez.
The shooting during Thursday's rush hour came a week after Gov. Kathy Hochul sent the National Guard into the subway system to help police search people for weapons, citing a need to make people feel safer after a series of headline-making crimes in recent months.
Video taken by a bystander and posted on social media showed a confrontation that began with one passenger berating another and repeatedly threatening to beat him up. The two men squared off and fought before they were separated by another rider.

    


Then the belligerent rider who had started the confrontation pulled a gun from his jacket and cocked it. Passengers fled and cowered at the far end of the car, some screaming, "Stop! Stop!" The shooting isn't seen, but gunshots can be heard as passengers flee from the train as it arrives at a station.




Police said that the 36-year-old man who had pulled the gun lost control of it during the altercation. The other man, 32, got possession and shot him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The man who was shot was hospitalized in critical condition. Police have not identified either man.
Michael Kemper, the Police Department's chief of transit, said at a briefing late Thursday that witnesses had reported that the man who was shot was being "aggressive and provocative."
New York City Mayor Eric Adams, a former transit police officer, said he believes the man who was shot was suffering from "mental health illness."

    


"When you look at that video, you'll see the nexus between someone who appears, from what I saw, to be dealing with severe mental health illness, sparking a dispute on our subway system," Adams said on radio station 77 WABC.
Adams urged state lawmakers to give New York City more authority to remove mentally ill people from the streets and the subway system involuntarily.
NYPD Chief of Department Jeffrey Maddrey said at a briefing Friday that the man who was shot had entered through an open emergency door without paying the $2.90 subway fare and suggested that the shooting highlights the need to crack down on fare evasion.
"It is important that the NYPD enforces quality of life," Maddrey said. "It's important that we enforce that service and people who are not paying the fare, oftentimes we see people enter the subway station looking to cause harm and they never pay the fare." 
Violence in the New York City subway system is rare, but serious incidents such as a passenger's slashing of a subway conductor in the neck last month, and a shooting on a Bronx subway platform, have attracted attention.
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Hundreds of people in Mexico City stretch out for a 'mass nap' to commemorate World Sleep Day

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Lolling with bright blue yoga mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, hundreds of Mexicans laid sprawled out on the ground on Friday at the base of the city's iconic Monument to the Revolution to take a nap. Dubbed the "massive siesta," the event was in commemoration of World Sleep Day. (Mar. 16) (AP/ Fernanda Pesce)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Lolling with bright blue mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, people lie sprawled out at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution to take a nap, in Mexico City, Friday, March 15, 2024. Dubbed the ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Lolling with bright blue mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, people lie sprawled out at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution to take a nap, in Mexico City, Friday, March 15, 2024. Dubbed the "mass siesta," the event was in commemoration of World Sleep Day. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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Lolling with bright blue mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, people lie sprawled out at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution to take a nap, in Mexico City, Friday, March 15, 2024. Dubbed the "mass siesta," the event was in commemoration of World Sleep Day. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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[image: Equipped with mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, a child and a woman take a nap at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution, during an event dubbed the ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Equipped with mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, a child and a woman take a nap at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution, during an event dubbed the "mass siesta," commemorating World Sleep Day, in Mexico City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
Equipped with mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, a child and a woman take a nap at the base of the iconic Monument to the Revolution, during an event dubbed the "mass siesta," commemorating World Sleep Day, in Mexico City, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Those walking through the milling streets of downtown Mexico City on Friday were greeted with a strange and sleepy sight.
Lolling with bright blue yoga mats, sleeping masks and travel pillows, hundreds of Mexicans laid sprawled out on the ground at the base of the city's iconic Monument to the Revolution to take a nap. Dubbed the "mass siesta," the event was in commemoration of World Sleep Day.
It was also meant to be a protest to push for sleep to be considered an essential part of health and wellness.
Some participants wrapped themselves in bright orange blankets, while others prepped their phones to play soothing music as they slept.
Among the nappers was 52-year-old mariachi musician Manuel Magana, who was popping in earbuds next to his wife, and 9-year-old daughter, who fell asleep holding hands. Magana heard about the event on the news while he was looking for something fun to do with his granddaughter.

    


He said the idea struck a chord with him because as a mariachi he would work long and irregular hours, often going to bed as the sun would come up.
"As a musician I work at night, and I rarely sleep well during the day. Sometimes we forget to eat, sometimes all we get is a little nap," he said.




The event was organized by the Center for Sleep and Neurosciences and the Mexican Society for the Investigation of Medicine and Sleep (SOMIMS).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As participants began to drift to sleep, organizers on stage chanted and lead participants through the meditation. They also listed off tips for helping people fall asleep, like getting plenty of natural light during the day and turning their phone off at night.
Oscar Sanchez Escandon, a director of the event and president of SOMIMS, said the event was meant to highlight "sleep inequality" around the world.
"We live in a society that is full of economic, social and political commitments, where everything matters other than rest. That can have a strong impact on health," he said.

    


Nearly half of Mexicans are reported to have trouble sleeping, according to a study by the National Autonomous University of Mexico.
Mexico was listed as the most overworked country in the world by a 2019 Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development report, which compared working hours among dozens of countries across the planet.
Last year, Mexico's congress debated a proposed reform to officially lower the weekly work hours from 48 - the average for many Latin American nations - to 40, standard for much of the world. The initiative was put forward by Mexico's ruling party, Morena, but the debate got kicked back to 2024.
Gabriela Filio, a 49-year-old nurse, brought along her 25-year-old daughter with the hopes that Mexico's younger generations would push for a better work balance.
"We are in a country where the paychecks often don't add up. Sometimes we have to work two jobs, but we also need to make sure to care for our sleep quality," Filio said, stretching out to take a quick rest. 
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A Greek police officer with 225 pounds of marijuana in his patrol car is arrested after a chase
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- A police officer on patrol duty in northwestern Greece was arrested on drugs charges Friday for allegedly using his service car to smuggle marijuana, authorities said.
The suspect was detained in the port town of Igoumenitsa following a road chase, together with an Albanian man found to be riding in the unmarked police vehicle. 
A search of the car uncovered 102 kilograms (225 pounds) of marijuana, a police statement said.
It said the detained officer ignored his colleagues' orders to stop for a search and sped away, only coming to a halt after losing control of the vehicle and crashing into parked cars.
Police also arrested a second officer who had been on patrol duty with the suspect on Friday, but was allegedly found in a coffee shop some 20 kilometers (12 miles) away.
All three suspects faced drugs-related charges.
The Igoumenitsa area is near the border with Albania, over which large quantities of marijuana are smuggled into Greece.
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English women's league showdown delayed by teams wearing matching socks

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arsenal's Caitlin Foord, left, and Chelsea's Melanie Leupolz battle for the ball during the Women's Super League soccer match between Chelsea and Arsenal at Stamford Bridge, London, Friday March 15, 2024. (Nigel French/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A top-of-the table English Women's Soccer League game with a crowd of nearly 33,000 suffered a delayed kickoff on Friday because the teams had matching socks.
Arsenal turned up at Chelsea with the same-colored white socks, forcing referee Rebecca Welch to delay the start.
Arsenal Women ended up going into the Chelsea megastore at Stamford Bridge and buying black socks. They used tape to try and hide the Chelsea and Nike logos. Arsenal's kit is made by adidas.
They started 30 minutes late.
"Clearly it's a human error, a mistake, but it's embarrassing," former England international Karen Carney, who played for both clubs, told Sky Sports. "This is a massive crowd, a massive game.
"It's a simple thing, a kit, and we have got it wrong. People make mistakes but the game does not need this and it's frustrating. It does not look good for the game."
WSL leader Chelsea won 3-1.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Bees cause a buzz and lengthy disruption at Indian Wells tennis during Alcaraz vs Zverev match

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, returns to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, returns to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Bees cause a buzz and lengthy disruption at Indian Wells tennis during Alcaraz vs Zverev match

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7
Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
Bees swarm around a camera during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption in play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption in play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7
A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption in play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption I play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption I play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
A beekeeper sprays a bee during an interruption I play in a quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, returns to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, returns to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7
Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, returns to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during a quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) -- A swarm of bees forced a nearly two-hour disruption to the quarterfinal match between Carlos Alcaraz and Alexander Zverev at the BNP Paribas Open on Thursday.
Alcaraz swatted at the bees buzzing around him before running for cover and the match was suspended 19 minutes in with Alcaraz serving tied at 1-1. The Spaniard went on to win 6-3, 6-1 in less time than the delay of 1 hour, 48 minutes.
Dozens of bees attached themselves to the overhead spider camera that traverses the court and a man without any protective covering used a vacuum to clean them off.
The players left the court during the delay. When they returned, the chair umpire told them there were still some bees around and Zverev joked that he was fine to play on his side of the court.
The bee vacuumer was summoned back to the court with a spray bottle and was cheered wildly by the crowd. He posed for selfies with fans, causing Alcaraz and Zverev to laugh as they watched him wander the seats spraying for bees. The man also doused the walls around the court.

    


A bee also landed on a player's towel. Alcaraz expressed ongoing concern that the bees would swarm again on his side, but an ATP Tour supervisor encouraged him to give it a try during the warmup.
Tournament owner and billionaire Larry Ellison and former Microsoft CEO Bill Gates were watching the match from Ellison's box.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Serbian prosecutors charge 10 for stealing 43,000 state decorations of honor
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                                        BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- Ten people are facing charges in Serbia for stealing as many as 43,000 state decorations of honor from a government building, prosecutors said on Friday. 
The suspects colluded to carry out a "grave theft of state property" from the awards office, which is located in a Communist-era administration headquarters in a new part of Belgrade, said a statement from the public prosecutor's office.
The sprawling building hosts dozens of offices, including those of the Interior Ministry, and often also serves as the venue for meetings during visits of foreign state officials.
The prosecutors said that eight people have been detained and two remain at large. They gave no other details. 
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Boeing tells airlines to check pilot seats after report that an accidental shift led plane to plunge

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Friday, March 31, 2017, file photo, Boeing employees walk the new Boeing 787-10 Dreamliner down towards the delivery ramp area at the company's facility in South Carolina after conducting its first test flight at Charleston International Airport in North Charleston, S.C. Boeing, on Friday, March 15, 2024 is telling airlines to inspect switches on pilots' seats in its 787 Dreamliner jets after a published report said an accidental cockpit seat movement likely caused the sudden plunge of a LATAM Airlines plane flying to New Zealand.(AP Photo/Mic Smith, File)]
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[image: FILE -A digital display with arrivals times, lists LATAM Airlines flight LA800 as cancelled at the international airport in Santiago, Chile, Tuesday, March 12, 2024. At least 50 people were injured Monday by what officials described as a ]
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[image: FILE -Ambulances leave Auckland International in Auckland, New Zealand, Monday, March 11, 2024. More than 20 people were injured after what officials described as a "technical event" on a Chilean plane traveling from Sydney, Australia, to Auckland. Boeing, on Friday, March 15, 2024 is telling airlines to inspect switches on pilots' seats in its 787 Dreamliner jets after a published report said an accidental cockpit seat movement likely caused the sudden plunge of a LATAM Airlines plane flying to New Zealand. (Dean Purcell/New Zealand Herald via AP, File)]
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                                        Boeing is telling airlines to inspect switches on pilots' seats in its 787 Dreamliner jets after a published report said an accidental cockpit seat movement likely caused the sudden plunge of a LATAM Airlines plane flying to New Zealand.
Boeing said Friday it recommended that airlines inspect the motorized cockpit seats the next time they perform maintenance on their 787s. The aircraft manufacturer pointed to instructions that include how to disable motors that move the seats.
The company described its advisory as a "precautionary measure." It did not link the memo to what happened this week on a LATAM Airlines flight between Australia and New Zealand.
The Federal Aviation Administration said, however, that the Boeing memo was issued "in response to the incident on LATAM Flight 800." The FAA said it was convening a panel of experts to review Boeing's message to airlines.

    


LATAM Airlines, based in Chile, initially said there was "a technical event during the flight which caused a strong movement." In an update Tuesday, the airline said the plane "experienced a strong shake during flight, the cause of which is currently under investigation."




Passengers reported that when the Dreamliner dropped without warning, people not wearing seatbelts were tossed from their seats and into the cabin ceiling and aisles. The plane later landed at Auckland Airport as scheduled.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 50 people were injured, according to emergency crews in Auckland. 
The 787 is a two-aisle plane that debuted in 2011 and is used mostly for long international flights. The version involved in the LATAM flight can carry up to about 300 passengers. 
United Airlines, with 71 Dreamliners, and American Airlines with 59, are among the leading users of the plane. American said Boeing's instructions would have no impact on its operations. United declined to comment.
The Wall Street Journal reported late Thursday that a flight attendant serving a meal in the cockpit hit a switch on the back of a seat that pushed the pilot into controls on the 787, pushing down the nose of the plane. The newspaper cited anonymous U.S. industry officials who were briefed on preliminary findings from the investigation.

    


The newspaper said Boeing recommended that airlines check to make sure the switches are securely covered - they are not supposed to be used during flights - and told them how to turn off power to the seat motor.
Chile's aviation regulator has sent investigators to New Zealand and, under international accords, will lead the investigation. It has not released any findings.
The incident could ratchet up scrutiny of Boeing, which is already at a high level since a panel blew out of an Alaska Airlines 737 Max over Oregon in January. The FAA, the National Transportation Safety Board and the Justice Department are conducting separate investigations related to the blowout and Boeing's manufacturing of Max jets. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/boeing-warning-cockpit-seats-787-dreamliner-07c59619ab48c9cbea2a4df091fd6d21
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    [image: FILE - The Reddit app icon is seen on a smartphone on Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. Reddit said Friday, March 15, 2024, that the Federal Trade Commission has opened an inquiry into the social platform's sale, licensing or sharing of user posts and other content to outside organizations for use in training artificial intelligence models. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Reddit said Friday that the Federal Trade Commission has opened an inquiry into the social media platform's sale, licensing or sharing of its users' posts and other content to outside organizations for use in training artificial intelligence models.
The company disclosed the inquiry Friday in a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission that cited a letter from the FTC dated Thursday. 
"Given the novel nature of these technologies and commercial arrangements, we are not surprised that the FTC has expressed interest in this area," Reddit wrote in the filing. "We do not believe that we have engaged in any unfair or deceptive trade practice."
Like many other social media platforms, Reddit has expressed interest in business deals where AI companies pay to access databases of human-written text that AI models can use to refine their ability to converse, answer questions and produce written work and images on request.

    


Almost a month ago, Reddit announced a $60 million deal with Google for exactly that purpose. That arrangement will also give Reddit access to Google AI models for improving its internal site search and other features. Reddit declined to comment or answer questions beyond a written statement about the deal.
Friday's disclosure comes as Reddit prepares to sell shares to the public for the first time. The San Francisco-based company on Monday filed paperwork that projected a price for its initial public offering valuing the 18-year-old platform at up to $6.4 billion.
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    [image: Nissan Chief Executive Makoto Uchida, left, and Honda President Toshihiro Mibe attend a joint news conference in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. Nissan and Honda announced Friday that they will work together in developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology, sectors where Japanese automakers have fallen behind. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: Honda President Toshihiro Mibe speaks during a joint press conference with Nissan Chief Executive Makoto Uchida in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. Nissan and Honda announced Friday that they will work together in developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology, sectors where Japanese automakers have fallen behind. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: Nissan Chief Executive Makoto Uchida gestures during a joint news conference with Honda President Toshihiro Mibe in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. Nissan and Honda announced Friday that they will work together in developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology, sectors where Japanese automakers have fallen behind. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: FILE - The Nissan Motor Co. logo is displayed at the global headquarters of Nissan Motor Co.,. in Yokohama near Tokyo, on July 22, 2020. Nissan and Honda agreed Friday, March 15, 2024 to work together on developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Honda company logo is shown outside a Honda dealership Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. Nissan and Honda agreed Friday, March 15, 2024 to work together on developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Honda company logo is shown outside a Honda dealership Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. Nissan and Honda agreed Friday, March 15, 2024 to work together on developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Nissan and Honda announced Friday that they will work together in developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology, sectors where Japanese automakers have fallen behind. 
The chief executives of Nissan Motor Co. and Honda Motor Co. appeared together at a news conference in Tokyo to announce that Japan's second and third biggest automakers will look into areas with a potential for collaboration. 
The details of the non-binding agreement are still being worked out, both sides said. The executives said the companies will develop core technologies together, but their products will remain different. 
Nissan Chief Executive Makoto Uchida stressed that speed is crucial for the companies in developing technological solutions.
"We don't have time," he said. "It is significant that we have reached this agreement based on a mutual understanding that Honda and Nissan face common challenges."

    


Honda President Toshihiro Mibe said the companies share common values and could create "synergies" in facing their formidable rivals.
The world's automakers are rapidly shifting toward electric vehicles, focusing on batteries and motors instead of gas engines, as concerns grow about emissions and climate change.




But Japanese automakers have fallen behind rivals such as Tesla of the U.S. and BYD of China in developing EVs, partly because they have historically been so successful with combustion engine vehicles. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Toyota Motor Corp., the world's largest automaker, has often said the world is not ready for a complete shift to EVs, in part because of the lack of a charging infrastructure, and instead has pushed hybrids, which have a gas engine in addition to an electric motor.
But Toyota is also expected to aggressively deliver on an EV push in coming years.
Nissan is relatively ahead in EVs among Japanese automakers because it was among the first to come out with an EV with its Leaf, which went on sale in late 2010.

    


High expectations for the Nissan-Honda agreement were reflected in sharp increases in the stock prices of both companies on Thursday after a Japanese media report said such a deal might be in the works.
Their shares continued to rise Friday, with Nissan finishing 3.2% higher Friday and Honda rising 1.7%. The agreement was announced after trading closed in Tokyo.
The executives said no mutual capital ownership is involved in the agreement for now, but the companies may look into the possibility down the road.
"How we can raise our competitiveness is what we are determined to pursue," Uchida said.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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    [image: File - The logo of Swedish clothing-retail company Hennes & Mauritz (H&M) is pictured in Velizy, outside Paris, France, Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2017. A pioneering bill to curb the rampant pace of fast fashion won unanimous approval in the French Parliament, making France one of the first countries in the world to target the influx of low-cost, mass-produced garments. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: FILE - The LVMH logo is photographed at the Vivatech show in Paris, June 15, 2023. A pioneering bill to curb the rampant pace of fast fashion won unanimous approval in the French Parliament, making France one of the first countries in the world to target the influx of low-cost, mass-produced garments. It's a measure that promotes environmental protection and aims to safeguard France's prized fashion industry--in a week when French President Emmanuel Macron feted luxury giant LVMH CEO Bernard Arnault with the Legion d'Honneur, France's greatest civilian honor. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A pioneering bill to curb the rampant pace of fast fashion won unanimous approval in the lower house of the French Parliament, making France one of the first countries worldwide to target the influx of low-cost, mass-produced garments predominantly from China. 
The fashion industry is among the world's biggest producers of greenhouse gas emissions. France is seeking to reduce the allure of fast fashion items, setting a precedent in the fight against the environmental degradation they cause. 
Lawmakers on Thursday unanimously approved the bill, greenlighting it for the Senate to consider -- either to approve it, or to tweak it and send back to the lower house -- before it can become law.
Christophe Bechu, the minister for ecological transition, hailed the vote as a historic step toward reining in the "excesses" of fast fashion. The bill will introduce stringent measures, including banning advertising for the most inexpensive textiles and imposing an environmental levy on these low-cost products. 

    


The bill specifically targets fast fashion giants, calling for companies to disclose their products' environmental impact. This move seeks to pivot the industry toward more sustainable practices, encouraging transparency and accountability.




It's a measure that promotes environmental protection and aims to safeguard France's prized high fashion industry. By coincidence, this comes during a week when French President Emmanuel Macron feted luxury giant LVMH CEO Bernard Arnault with the Legion d'Honneur, France's greatest civilian honor, in a star-filled private ceremony that included Beyonce. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Renowned for luxury brands such as LVMH's Louis Vuitton and Chanel, France has seen its lower-end market sectors suffer due to stiff competition from fast fashion retailers like Zara, H&M, and the emerging Chinese powerhouses Shein and Temu. 

    


By imposing these measures, France aims to level the playing field and promote a more sustainable fashion landscape.
However, producers such as Shein have countered the criticism, long arguing that their business model, albeit fast, effectively keeps the proportion of unsold garments very low. This, they claim, contributes to reducing waste--a crucial aspect of sustainability in fashion. 
Luxury giants such as LVMH and Kering regularly face criticism for the billions of dollars of unsold inventory yearly.
French supporters of the bill argue it paves the way for future action, including a proposed EU-wide ban on the export of used clothing to tackle the escalating problem of textile waste.
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    [image: FILE - Former University of Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines, second from right, stands during a rally on Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, outside of the NCAA Convention in San Antonio. Gaines was among more than a dozen college athletes who filed a lawsuit against the NCAA on Thursday, March 14, 2023, accusing it of violating their Title IX rights by allowing Lia Thomas to compete at national championships in 2022. (AP Photo/Darren Abate, File)]
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[image: FILE- Riley Gaines, a former Kentucky swimmer and an advocate for biological women in sports, speaks during a campaign stop on gubernatorial candidate Daniel Cameron's Fight for Kentucky Bus Tour in Bowling Green, Ky., on Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2023. Gaines was among more than a dozen college athletes who filed a lawsuit against the NCAA on Thursday, March 14, 2024, accusing it of violating their Title IX rights by allowing Lia Thomas to compete at national championships in 2022. (Grace Ramey/Daily News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - University of Pennsylvania athlete Lia Thomas prepares for the 500 meter freestyle event at the NCAA Swimming and Diving Championships, March 17, 2022, at Georgia Tech in Atlanta. On Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, Former Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines was among more than a dozen college athletes who filed a lawsuit against the NCAA on Thursday, March 14, 2024, accusing it of violating their Title IX rights by allowing Thomas to compete at national championships in 2022. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Former Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines was among more than a dozen college athletes who filed a lawsuit against the NCAA on Thursday, accusing it of violating their Title IX rights by allowing transgender woman Lia Thomas to compete at the national championships in 2022.
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Atlanta, details the shock Gaines and other swimmers felt when they learned they would have to share a locker room with Thomas at the championships in Atlanta. It documents a number of races they swam in with Thomas, including the 200-yard final in which Thomas and Gaines tied for fifth but Thomas, not Gaines, was handed the fifth-place trophy.
Thomas swam for Pennsylvania. She competed for the men's team at Penn before her gender transition.
Thomas was the first openly transgender athlete to win a Division I title in any sport, finishing in front of three Olympic medalists for the championship. By not making the final, the lawsuit mentions that Florida swimmer Tylor Mathieu, who was not a plaintiff, was denied first-team All-American honors in that event.

    


Other plaintiffs included athletes from volleyball and track.




The lawsuit said the plaintiffs "bring this case to secure for future generations of women the promise of Title IX that is being denied them and other college women" by the NCAA.
"College sports are the premier stage for women's sports in America, and while the NCAA does not comment on pending litigation, the Association and its members will continue to promote Title IX, make unprecedented investments in women's sports and ensure fair competition in all NCAA championships," the NCAA said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2022, the NCAA revised its policies on transgender athlete participation in what they called an attempt to align with national sports governing bodies.
The third phase of the revised policy adds national and international sports governing body standards to the NCAA's rules and is scheduled to be implemented for the 2024-25 school year.

    


The lawsuit also lists the University of Georgia system as a defendant because one of its schools, Georgia Tech, hosted the 2022 championships. The suit seeks to halt the NCAA from employing its transgender eligibility policies "which adversely impact female athletes in violation of Title IX" at upcoming events being held in Georgia.
Representatives from the Georgia schools said they had not been served with the lawsuit and would not comment.
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
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Best Buy recalls over 287,000 air fryers due to overheating issue that can melt or shatter parts

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by Consumer Product Safety Commission shows an Insignia Air Fryer. On Friday, March 15, 2024, Best Buy is recalling more than 287,000 air fryers and air fryer ovens due to an overheating issue that can cause the products' parts to melt or shatter, posing fire and laceration risks. According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the Insignia-branded air fryer ovens can overheat -- and their glass doors can shatter as a result. The air fryers' handles can also melt or break when overheated. (Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Best Buy is recalling more than 287,000 air fryers and air fryer ovens due to an overheating issue that can cause the products' parts to melt or shatter, posing fire and laceration risks.
According to a Thursday notice from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the Insignia-branded air fryer ovens can overheat -- and their glass doors can shatter as a result. The air fryers' handles can also melt or break when overheated.
There have been 24 reports of melting or glass shattering, the CPSC said, including six reports of the fryers catching on fire. No injuries or property damage have been reported to date.
The recall covers six models of Insignia air fryer and air fryer ovens that were purchased from Best Buy and third-party sellers like eBay between November 2021 and November 2023. About 187,400 were sold in the U.S. and 99,900 were sold in Canada.

    


The impacted products can be identified by their their model number, found on product rating labels on the underside of each unit, and the "Insignia" name.
Consumers are urged to stop using the recalled air fryers and ovens immediately and visit Best Buy's recall page to receive a refund, in the form of a check or store credit. 
To be eligible, customers will have to follow instructions on how to properly cut the cord of the device as well as submitting photos of the unit. This all must be done online -- Best Buy says it will not provide refunds or credit for recalled fryers and ovens returned to stores.
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    [image: Travelers walk through Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. On Friday, March 15, 2024, the University of Michigan releases its preliminary reading of consumer sentiment for March. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Lawnmowers are displayed outside a Home Depot store in Uniontown, Pa. on Saturday, Mar. 2, 2024. On Friday, March 15, 2024, the University of Michigan releases its preliminary reading of consumer sentiment for March.(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: Customers wait for gelato orders at a shop in New York on Sunday, February 18, 2024. On Friday, March 15, 2024, the University of Michigan releases its preliminary reading of consumer sentiment for March. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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        US consumer sentiment ticks down slightly, but most expect inflation to ease further
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Consumers became slightly less optimistic about the economy this month, though they continue to expect inflation to cool further, a potential sign that price increases will keep slowing. 
The University of Michigan's consumer sentiment index, released Friday in a preliminary version, slipped to 76.5 in March, barely below February's figure of 76.9. Americans' outlook has essentially remained fixed since January, when it leapt higher. Sentiment is now about halfway between its all-time low, reached in June 2022 when inflation peaked, and its pre-pandemic averages. 
Americans' outlook on the economy will likely have a significant effect on the presidential race, which will likely focus heavily on perceptions of President Joe Biden's economic record. 
Friday's consumer sentiment figure follows inflation reports this week that showed that for a second straight month, prices rose at a pace faster than is consistent with the Federal Reserve's 2% target. The consumer price index rose 3.2% in February compared with a year ago, up from 3.1% in January. 

    


Yet the University of Michigan report showed that Americans' outlook for inflation hasn't changed this month compared with February. Consumers expect inflation over the next year to be 3%, the same as in the previous month. And over the next five to 10 years, they expect inflation to be 2.9%, also unchanged from February. While those figures exceed the Fed's inflation target, they're only slightly higher than the pre-pandemic averages. 
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Prosecutors seek from 40 to 50 years in prison for Sam Bankman-Fried for cryptocurrency fraud

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried leaves Federal court, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, in New York. Prosecutors asked a New York judge on Friday, March 15, 2024 to sentence FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried to between 40 and 50 years in prison for cryptocurrency crimes they described as a ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried leaves Federal court, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, in New York. Prosecutors asked a New York judge on Friday, March 15, 2024 to sentence FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried to between 40 and 50 years in prison for cryptocurrency crimes they described as a "historic fraud."(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried's orchestration of one of history's largest financial frauds in his quest to dominate the cryptocurrency world deserves a prison sentence of 40 to 50 years, federal prosecutors on Friday told a federal judge.
Prosecutors made the recommendation in papers filed in Manhattan federal court in advance of a March 28 sentencing, where a judge will also consider a 100-year prison sentence recommended by the court's probation officers and a request by defense lawyers for leniency and a term of imprisonment not to exceed single digits.
Bankman-Fried, 32, was convicted in November on fraud and conspiracy charges after his dramatic fall from a year earlier when he and his companies seemed to be riding a crest of success that had resulted in a Super Bowl advertisement and celebrity endorsements from stars like quarterback Tom Brady and comedian Larry David.

    


Some of his biggest successes, though, resulted from stealing at least $10 billion from investors and customers between 2017 and 2022 to buy luxury real estate, make risky investments, dispense outsized charitable donations and political contributions and to buy praise from celebrities, prosecutors said.




"His life in recent years has been one of unmatched greed and hubris; of ambition and rationalization; and courting risk and gambling repeatedly with other people's money. And even now Bankman-Fried refuses to admit what he did was wrong," prosecutors wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Having set himself on the goal of amassing endless wealth and unlimited power -- to the point that he thought he might become President and the world's first trillionaire -- there was little Bankman-Fried did not do to achieve it," prosecutors said.
They said crimes reflecting a "brazen disrespect for the rule of law" had depleted the retirement funds and nest eggs of people who could least afford to lose money, including some in war-torn or financially insecure countries, and had harmed others who sought to "break generational poverty" only to be left "devastated" and "heartbroken."

    


"He knew what society deemed illegal and unethical, but disregarded that based on a pernicious megalomania guided by the defendant's own values and sense of superiority," prosecutors said.
Bankman-Fried was extradited to the United States in December 2022 from the Bahamas after his companies collapsed a month earlier. Originally permitted to remain at home with his parents in Palo Alto, California, he was jailed last year weeks before his trial after Judge Lewis A. Kaplan concluded that he had tried to tamper with trial witnesses.
In their presentence submission, prosecutors described Bankman-Fried's crimes as "one of the largest financial frauds in history, and what is likely the largest fraud in the last decade."
"The defendant victimized tens of thousands of people and companies, across several continents, over a period of multiple years. He stole money from customers who entrusted it to him; he lied to investors; he sent fabricated documents to lenders; he pumped millions of dollars in illegal donations into our political system; and he bribed foreign officials. Each of these crimes is worthy of a lengthy sentence," they wrote.

    


They said his "unlawful political donations to over 300 politicians and political action groups, amounting to in excess of $100 million, is believed to be the largest-ever campaign finance offense."
And they said his $150 million in bribes to Chinese government officials was one of the single largest by an individual.
"Even following FTX's bankruptcy and his subsequent arrest, Bankman-Fried shirked responsibility, deflected blame to market events and other individuals, attempted to tamper with witnesses, and lied repeatedly under oath," prosecutors said, citing his trial testimony.
Two weeks ago, Bankman-Fried attorney Marc Mukasey attacked a probation office recommendation that their client serve 100 years in prison, saying a sentence of that length would be "grotesque" and "barbaric."
He urged the judge to sentence Bankman-Fried to just a few years behind bars after calculating federal sentencing guidelines to recommend a term of five to 6 1/2 years in prison.

    


"Sam is not the 'evil genius' depicted in the media or the greedy villain described at trial," Mukasey said, calling his client a "first-time, non-violent offender, who was joined in the conduct at issue by at least four other culpable individuals, in a matter where victims are poised to recover -- were always poised to recover -- a hundred cents on the dollar."
Mukasey said he will respond to the prosecutors' claims in a filing next week.
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German railway operator resumes talks with train drivers' union in a long dispute

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Passengers wait for a train in the central train station in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, March 11, 2024. Germany's state-owned main railway operator says that it and a union representing many train drivers have resumed talks in a bitter dispute over working hours and pay. It said Saturday, March 16, 2024 both sides are optimistic that they will achieve a result next week. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- A union representing many German train drivers and the main national railway operator have resumed negotiations in a bitter dispute over working hours and pay and are optimistic that they will achieve a result next week, the state-owned company said Saturday.
The GDL union has called drivers for Deutsche Bahn out on strike repeatedly in the dispute that has dragged on for months. A walkout on Tuesday coincided with a strike by cabin crew at Lufthansa in a separate dispute, adding to disruption for travelers.
The main sticking point in the dispute is GDL's demand for working hours to be reduced from 38 to 35 hours per week without a pay cut. Some smaller private operators that operate regional services have agreed to the demand.
In a previous attempt to bring the two sides together, moderators suggested a reduction from 38 to 36 hours by 2028, but details of their proposal didn't satisfy GDL. 

    


On Saturday, Deutsche Bahn said it has now resumed talks with the union, which it described as "intensive but constructive."
"An understanding was reached on many issues," it added in a brief statement, without elaborating. "Both parties are confident of being able to communicate an agreement in the next week. GDL will refrain from further strikes until then."
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AP PHOTOS: Collecting sap to make palm sugar is an arduous, and less appealing, job for Cambodians

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


    

    
        
            
                    Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, collects sap from a palm tree during harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, cuts palm flowers to extract its sap during harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree with sap collected at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree with sap collected at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, walks with sap collected from palm trees at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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Chin Choeun, 54, walks with sap collected from palm trees at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: A farmer drops palm fruit from a tree during sap harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. The palm tree is considered the official tree of Cambodia. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, gathers sap collected from palm trees to make sugar during harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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Chin Choeun, 54, gathers sap collected from palm trees to make sugar during harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chin Ith gathers palm sap collected from palm trees by her husband Chin Choeun, center, at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Ith boils the sap over an open fire, stirring it until the right consistency of palm sugar is achieved. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chin Ith, left, adjusts a vessel of palm sap onto a fire to make palm sugar at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Chin Ith, left, adjusts a vessel of palm sap onto a fire to make palm sugar at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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Chin Ith, left, adjusts a vessel of palm sap onto a fire to make palm sugar at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chin Ith checks the consistency of palm sugar being made from the sap of palm at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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Chin Ith checks the consistency of palm sugar being made from the sap of palm at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chin Ith boils palm juice to turn it to sugar at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Her husband Chin Choeun collects sap from palm trees, which produces roughly 10 kilos (22 pounds) of sugar daily. They earn about 100,000 riel ( $25) a day from selling the sugar to local vendors. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Swings made from tire hang in the house of palm sugar farmer Chin Choeun at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, walks with sap collected from palm trees to make sugar, during harvest season at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- Chin Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar.
The 54-year-old boasts of being one of Cambodia's most skilful palm tree climbers, having learned the skill from his father. But after 36 years scaling tree after tree, Choeun plans to retire in the next couple of years, because of age-related safety concerns.
"It was a job that I took over from my father. It was his legacy, and I don't want it to end because of me. but I know that it will be over after me," Choeun said.
The job is not appealing to his sons and grandsons because it is both hard work and it is dangerous. 
Young people in Cambodia's rural areas have more options for earning a living, unlike Choeun's generation, which had only farm work. Many have moved away in search of jobs in big cities, and even to other countries like Thailand, South Korea or Japan.

    


"I regret that my sons and grandsons cannot succeed me, but I respect their decision," said Choeun, who has four children and 10 grandchildren.
A climber cuts into the stump that holds the fruit and ties it with a bamboo container to let the sap collect overnight. The next morning, another climb is made to collect the sap. This is then cooked in a giant pot and slowly kneaded with a wooden stick until it thickens.




The job is demanding. Choeun works from 6 in the morning to 6 in the evening, climbing 20 palm trees to collect sap. His wife, Chin Ith, boils the sap over an open fire, stirring it until the right consistency is achieved. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The sap he collects in one day produces roughly 10 kilos (22 pounds) of sugar. Choeun earns about 100,000 riel ( $25) a day from selling sugar to local vendors.
Palm trees also have other key roles in the daily life of Cambodians, especially in the countryside. Palm leaves are used for roofing, hats, mats and baskets, and the trunk can be processed into boats, furniture, souvenirs and houses. The palmyra fruit is used in desserts like palm cakes, and the flowers can be made into sweet palm juice and even produce alcoholic drinks.

    


The palm tree is considered the official tree of Cambodia. According to unofficial figures, 3 million to 6 million wild palm trees grow naturally throughout the country, though the felling of the trees is becoming common as urban areas expand.
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    [image: Jordan Spieth blasts from the sand trap along the 11th green during the first round of The Players Championship golf tournament Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Adam Scott, of Australia, walks on the third green during a practice round at The Players Championship golf tournament, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan speaks during the second round of The Players Championship golf tournament Friday, March 15, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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                                        PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Jordan Spieth and Adam Scott said the player directors on the PGA Tour board are being encouraged to meet with the Saudi Arabia wealth fund leader behind LIV Golf, a sign that could spark talks of an investment.
Golfweek reported Friday evening a meeting could happen as soon as Monday, the day after The Players Championship. It cited two sources who said it was unclear if Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the governor of the Public Investment Fund, had committed to the meeting.
"I'm not sure that I can say much more other than we're being encouraged to potentially meet with them," Spieth said, adding that it was "probably a good thing that the entire board should if there's going to be any potential for a negotiation."
Scott said he would be as curious as he was to meet the U.S. private equity groups -- from which Strategic Sports Group emerged as a minority investor with an initial $1.5 billion into PGA Tour Enterprises -- "just to put a face to a name."

    


"Ultimately the players are some of the vote going into whether a deal will happen or not, just like it was with SSG," Scott said. "With the seriousness of what we're voting on, I think it is important that we've all met no matter what anyone's feelings are."




Scott and Spieth are player directors along with Tiger Woods, Patrick Cantlay, Webb Simpson and Peter Malnati.
The PGA Tour originally announced a framework agreement with PIF on June 6, a decision that stunned players because only Commissioner Jay Monahan and board members Ed Herlihy and Jimmy Dunne were involved in the turnaround deal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The agreement was to be finalized by Dec. 31, but then Congress got involved and U.S. investors expressed interest. The SSG deal announced Jan. 31 could be upward of $3 billion.
Spieth had said then he didn't think a deal with PIF was needed, adding the upside would be unification in the game. PIF is the money behind LIV, which has lured away players like Dustin Johnson, Brooks Koepka, Bryson DeChambeau and most recently Jon Rahm.

    


That put Spieth at odds with Rory McIlroy -- whom Spieth replaced on the board -- because McIlroy felt it would complicate negotiations with PIF to suggest it was no longer needed. McIlroy also said he felt LIV players should not be punished, which was met with strong disagreement from top PGA Tour players.
Monahan, meanwhile, was vague on details on Tuesday because he felt he couldn't discuss publicly what was going on in the private dealings with PIF.
"Our negotiations are accelerating as we spend time together," said Monahan, who met with Al-Rumayyan in January. "While we have several key issues that we still need to work through, we have a shared vision to quiet the noise and unlock golf's worldwide potential.
"It's going to take time, but ... I see a positive outcome for the PGA Tour and the sport as a whole."
Woods and Cantlay are among directors who have said they had not met Al-Rumayyan or any of the Saudi golf leaders during the negotiations.
Scott said such a meeting was inevitable.

    


"If the PIF thinks it's beneficial that we meet ... as far as getting on with business, yeah, let's get on with it," Scott said. He said any meeting would be "part of the process," just as it was in negotiating with SSG.
"I would like to resolve this no matter what the outcome is," he said. "And we can all move on."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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African Development Bank chief criticizes opaque loans tied to Africa's natural resources

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The head of the African Development Bank is calling for an end to loans given in exchange for oil or critical minerals used in smartphones and electric car batteries.
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    [image: Akinwumi Adesina, President African development bank, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Lagos Nigeria, Tuesday , March. 5, 2024. The head of the African Development Bank is calling for an end to loans given in exchange for the continent's rich supplies of oil or critical minerals used in smartphones and electric car batteries, deals that have helped China control mineral mining in places like Congo and have left some African countries in financial crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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                                        LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) -- The head of the African Development Bank is calling for an end to loans given in exchange for the continent's rich supplies of oil or critical minerals used in smartphones and electric car batteries.
"They are just bad, first and foremost, because you can't price the assets properly," Akinwumi Adesina said in an interview with The Associated Press in Lagos, Nigeria, last week. "If you have minerals or oil under the ground, how do you come up with a price for a long-term contract? It's a challenge."
Linking future revenue from natural resource exports to loan paydowns is often touted as a way for recipients to get financing for infrastructure projects and for lenders to reduce the risk of not getting their money back. Such deals that have helped China gain control over mineral mining in places like Congo and have left some African countries in financial crisis.

    


The shift to renewable energy and electric vehicles has caused a spike in the demand for critical minerals, driving these kind of loans. That includes a China-Congo deal that strengthens Beijing's position in the global supply chain for EVs and other products as it taps into the world's largest reserves of cobalt, a mineral used to make lithium-ion batteries, in the impoverished central African country.




Adesina, whose Abidjan, Ivory Coast-based institution helps finance development in African countries, said these arrangements come with a litany of problems. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He highlighted the uneven nature of the negotiations, with lenders typically holding the upper hand and dictating terms to cash-strapped African nations. This power imbalance, coupled with a lack of transparency and the potential for corruption, creates fertile ground for exploitation, Adesina said. 
"These are the reasons I say Africa should put an end to natural resource-backed loans," Adesina said. He pointed to a bank initiative that helps "countries renegotiate those loans that are asymmetric, not transparent and wrongly priced."

    


Adesina said loans secured with natural resources pose a challenge for development banks like his and the International Monetary Fund, which promote sustainable debt management. Countries may struggle to get or repay loans from these institutions because they have to use the income from their natural resources -- typically crucial to their economies -- to pay off resource-tied debts, he said.
Adesina specifically mentioned Chad's crippling financial crisis after an oil-backed loan from commodity trader Glencore left the central African nation using most of its oil proceeds to pay off its debt. 
A Glencore spokesperson did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
After Chad, Angola and the Republic of Congo approached the IMF for support, the multilateral lender insisted on the renegotiation of their natural resource-backed loans. 
At least 11 African countries have taken dozens of loans worth billions of dollars secured with their natural resources since the 2000s, and China is by far the top source of funding through policy banks and state-linked companies. 

    


Western commodity traders and banks, such as Glencore, Trafigura and Standard Chartered, also have funded oil-for-cash deals, notably with the Republic of Congo, Chad and Angola. 
Standard Chartered didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment, while Trafigura pointed to its 2020 report called "Prepayments Demystified," which says that "trading firms are enabling production that would otherwise not be possible -- thus underpinning economic growth, job creation and the generation of fiscal revenues in the countries concerned."
Adesina said there was no "fixation" on one country as being behind these types of loans when asked about criticisms over China's lending backed by oil; critical minerals such as cobalt and copper used in electric vehicles and other products; and bauxite, the main mineral in aluminum manufacturing, which has been used in China's recent resource-backed loan contracts with Guinea and Ghana.
"It is not about one country or the other; any country can exploit when you don't know what you are doing," he said, adding, "The capacity to negotiate at the country level, the capacity to plan, the capacity for debt management is very important."

    


Mao Ning, spokesperson for China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told reporters last year that Beijing operates with the "principle of transparency and openness" in relations with Africa.
Congo has been looking to review the infrastructure-for-minerals agreement it signed with China in 2008 over concerns it gets too few benefits from the arrangement. That grants Chinese firms Sinohydro and China Railway Group a 68% stake in a joint venture for copper and cobalt with Congo's state mining company, Gecamines. 
Last year, Congo's state auditor demanded China's infrastructure investment commitment be increased to $20 billion from the original $3 billion to match the value of the resources sold by the state under the deal. China rejected the auditor's report.

    


Adesina, a former Nigerian minister for agriculture, said the African Development Bank's new Alliance for Green Infrastructure in Africa aims to mobilize $10 billion to help countries finance "bankable" sustainable infrastructure, including in the energy and transport sectors, which could limit the allure of problematic financing.
___
This story was first published on March 13, 2024. It was updated on March 15, 2024 to make clear that while Akinwumi Adesina, the head of the African Development Bank, is calling for an end to loans given in exchange for the continent's rich supplies of oil or critical minerals, he did not single out any particular country that funds such loans.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/african-development-bank-natural-resources-loans-china-66adc38e589c12589ed7831a8e56ca5e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Britain's Vodafone confirms sale of Italian arm to Swisscom for $8.7 billion

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The logo of the mobile service provider 'vodafone' is pictured on the entrance of a company's store at the Kurfuerstendamm shopping boulevard in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022. British cellphone company Vodafone confirmed Friday, March 15, 2024, that it is selling its Italian business to Switzerland's Swisscom for 8 billion euros ($8.7 billion) and will hand back half of the proceeds to its shareholders through the buyback of company shares. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British cellphone company Vodafone confirmed Friday that it is selling its Italian business to Switzerland's Swisscom for 8 billion euros ($8.7 billion) and will hand back half of the proceeds to its shareholders through the buyback of company shares.
Vodafone said the move, with talks first announced Feb. 28, represented an "attractive valuation" and marked the final step of its strategy to sell off parts of its European portfolio.
Swisscom, a telecoms operator, will pay in cash that it will finance through new debt. It is aiming to merge its acquisition with Fastweb, the company's subsidiary in Italy. It said the deal will help it unlock 600 million euros in savings and will enable the combined entity to sustain investments and offer improved services.
"The industrial logic of this merger is very strong," Swisscom CEO Christoph Aeschlimann said. "Fastweb and Vodafone Italia are an ideal fit to create high added value for all stakeholders."

    


As part of the deal, which is expected to be completed by the end of the first quarter of 2025, the two firms agreed that Vodafone will continue to provide "certain services" to Swisscom over the next five years. Swisscom will pay annual initial charges of 350 million euros, which is expected to decrease over time.


Vodafone added that the two companies also are "exploring a closer commercial relationship to enable collaboration across a broad range of areas, beyond Italy."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vodafone Chief Executive Margherita Della Valle said the sale "creates significant value for Vodafone and ensures the business maintains its leading position in Italy." 
Vodafone has been looking to free up cash and improve its financial performance by selling off parts of the business, including its Spanish arm, having previously struck deals to sell its divisions in Hungary and Ghana.
The markets appeared to welcome the deal, with Vodafone's shares closing 5.7% higher in London and Swisscom's ending 4.9% up in Zurich.

    


"Vodafone's Italian business has been struggling, so shedding this weight should help the group refocus," said Sophie Lund-Yates, lead equity analyst at stockbrokers Hargreaves Lansdown. "Attention will now turn to how effectively Vodafone uses its resources to fix wider challenges, including high debts, costs and some increasing competition. "
Its refreshed strategy also has seen it seek to merge its U.K. business with Three U.K. to create Britain's biggest mobile phone network worth around 15 billion pounds ($19 billion). The proposed tie-up will face regulatory scrutiny over competition concerns.
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California proposes delaying rules aimed at reducing water on lawns, concerning environmentalists

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -- Water flies from a sprinkler on a lawn in Sacramento, Calif., on July 8, 2021. State regulators proposed on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, delaying new conservation rules aimed at reducing the amount of water people use on their lawns. The rules would be enforced with water agencies, not individuals. Water agencies had asked for more time to comply. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California regulators this week proposed delaying new rules aimed at reducing how much water people use on their lawns, drawing praise from agencies that said they needed more time to comply but criticism from environmentalists who warn that the delay would damage the state's already scarce supply.
Last year, California proposed new rules that would, cumulatively, reduce statewide water use by about 14%. Those rules included lowering outdoor water use standards below the current statewide average by 2035. On Tuesday, regulators proposed delaying that timeline by five years, until 2040. The State Water Resources Control Board is scheduled to vote on the rules later this year.
The state would not punish people for using too much water on their lawns. Instead, it could punish the water agency that supplied those homes. There are about 405 of these agencies throughout the state that provide water to nearly 95% of Californians.

    


To comply with the rules, these agencies must convince their customers to use less water. Their options include public education campaigns and incentives, such as paying to install more efficient fixtures and replacing grass lawns with more sustainable plants. They could also raise rates.




State officials estimated it would cost water agencies about $13.5 billion to comply with these rules -- an estimate Chelsea Haines, regulatory relations manager for the Association of California Water Agencies, says is likely too low. Water agencies had asked regulators for more time.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The challenge is that water suppliers are regulated but compliance will come from Californians making changes to how they use water," Haines said. "I think there will be a learning curve for residents, and that just takes time."
The delay means there wouldn't be an incentive for most water agencies to increase conservation until at least 2035, according to Tracy Quinn, president and CEO of Heal the Bay, an organization dedicated to protecting and restoring the coastal waterways of greater Los Angeles.

    


Quinn fears the delay would push agencies to make much more expensive investments in new water sources, including desalination plants to make ocean water drinkable and recycling wastewater to use again for drinking.
"The smartest thing to do first is the one that is fastest and cheapest. That's conservation," Quinn said. "It is true that conservation is not free, but the cost of conservation needs to be compared to the cost of other new water."
The goal of the outdoor water standards for 2040 is to have the majority of a person's yard made up of low-water plants irrigated by a drip system instead of sprinklers, which regulators argue are inefficient in part because they often spray water on sidewalks and asphalt.
But water agencies wouldn't have to always meet these new outdoor standards. Each agency would have a "water use objective" it must meet that also considers indoor use and how much water is lost from leaky pipes. Agencies could also ask to have even more time to reach these standards, such as if a community uses more water than it should because it has a lot of livestock.

    


An agency could meet its water use objective through a combination of these factors.
"It's always a trade-off between trying to advance conservation soon, but also providing enough flexibility so that we avoid unintended consequences," said Eric Oppenheimer, executive director of the State Water Resources Control Board.
Water is a precious resource in the nation's most populous state. California has long, dry summers, and relies on rain and snow in the winter and spring to fill up its reservoirs. Although climate change has made those storms more intense, it's also increased the severity of droughts -- making it much harder to manage the state's water. 
California has had plenty of rain and snow in the past two years to ease fears about its water supply. But before that, the state experienced some of the driest years on record and saw its reservoirs drop to dangerously low levels. By the end of this century, state regulators predict California's snowpack could be up to 65% less than its historic average.

    


Statewide, residents account for about 6% of California's water use each year, while businesses account for about 3%. Agriculture accounts for 40% while environmental purposes -- including managing wetlands and increasing flows in rivers for fish and other purposes -- makes up about 50%.
Regulators proposed changes to the water conservation rules after a critical report was issued this year by the nonpartisan Legislative Analyst's Office. It found that the proposed regulations were overly complex and would yield only modest savings -- about 440,000 acre-feet (542 million cubic meters) of water per year, or about 1% of the state's total water use. One acre-foot of water is enough to supply two households for one year.

    


Also, the report noted that urban water use is already declining. Even without these regulations, state regulators predict that annual water use would be 7.5% lower in 2035 compared to the period from 2017-2019.
Heather Cooley, director of research for the Pacific Institute, said the Legislative Analyst's Office report "got it wrong." She noted 440,000 acre-feet is close to the amount of water the city of Los Angeles uses in one year. 
"These are significant savings," she said.
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Atlantic Shores offshore wind farm in New Jersey would have 157 turbines and be 8.4 miles from shore

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Land-based wind turbines spin in Atlantic City. N.J. on Nov. 3, 2023. On March 5, 2024, two residents groups filed an appeal of New Jersey's preliminary approval of two offshore wind projects. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Land-based wind turbines spin in Atlantic City. N.J. on Nov. 3, 2023. On March 5, 2024, two residents groups filed an appeal of New Jersey's preliminary approval of two offshore wind projects. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: Land-based wind turbines spin in Atlantic City. N.J. on Nov. 3, 2023. On March 5, 2024, two residents groups filed an appeal of New Jersey's preliminary approval of two offshore wind projects. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J, (AP) -- An offshore wind power project proposed for New Jersey would have 157 turbines and be located 8.4 miles (13.5 kilometers) from shore at its closest point, data released by the federal government Friday shows.
The U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management said it will begin an environmental review Monday of the Atlantic Shores project. It released key details of the project in announcing the environmental review.
New Jersey energy regulators approved Atlantic Shores' 1,510 megawatt project in 2021. It would generate enough electricity to power more than 700,000 homes.
The federal agency said the project's operations plan proposes two potential export cable corridors that would make landfall in Sea Girt, New Jersey, with a second one either in Asbury Park or in the New York City area, possibly on Staten Island.

    


The distance of turbines from the shore and whether they will be visible from the beach, as well as where the power cables would come ashore, have been major points of opposition for some offshore wind foes.
Atlantic Shores is a joint partnership between Shell New Energies US LLC and EDF-RE Offshore Development, LLC.




It is one of three offshore wind projects currently pending in New Jersey, which is trying to become the East Coast leader in offshore wind energy, even as some community groups oppose the projects on environmental and economic grounds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state Board of Public Utilities in January chose Attentive Energy LLC and Leading Light Wind LLC to build offshore wind projects.
The groups Protect Our Coast New Jersey and Defend Brigantine Beach and Downbeach filed an appeal to the approval last week in state court, saying that power contracts granted to the project developers violate state law that mandates that any increase in rates for offshore wind must be exceeded by economic and environmental benefits to the state.
BOEM said Friday that Atlantic Shores also would include eight offshore substations, one permanent meteorological tower, and two temporary ocean buoys, for a total of up to 168 offshore structures.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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Trial of former Volkswagen CEO Winterkorn over diesel scandal set to start in September

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Martin Winterkorn, former CEO of the German car manufacturer 'Volkswagen', arrives for a questioning at an investigation committee of the German federal parliament in Berlin, Germany on Jan. 19, 2017. Former Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn is set to go on trial in September on charges of fraud and market manipulation linked to the automaker's diesel emissions scandal, a German court said Friday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)]
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                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Former Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn is to go on trial in September on charges of fraud and market manipulation linked to the automaker's diesel emissions scandal, a German court said Friday.
The state court in Braunschweig said the trial in what were originally two separate cases will start on Sept. 3. It added in a statement that it has scheduled 89 court sessions through September 2025.
Winterkorn, now 76, has denied wrongdoing. Proceedings against him have been delayed because of health problems.
Winterkorn resigned from Volkswagen days after the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced a notice of violation on Sept. 18, 2015.
The company had for years been using software that recognized when vehicles were on test stands and turned emission controls on, then turned the emission controls off during normal driving. As a result, the cars emitted far more than the legal U.S. limit of nitrogen oxide, a pollutant that harms people's health.

    


In the market manipulation case, Winterkorn is accused of knowing about the installation of an illegal "defeat device" in about 500,000 cars on the U.S. market and deliberately failing to inform stock markets in good time of a "significant financial risk" that had started to materialize in early 2015. 
Volkswagen paid more than 30 billion euros ($32.8 billion) in fines and settlements over the scandal.
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South Carolina freshman Fulwiley signs NIL deal with Curry Brand

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley shoots over LSU center Aalyah Del Rosario during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Southeastern Conference women's tournament final Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Greenville, S.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley shoots over LSU center Aalyah Del Rosario during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Southeastern Conference women's tournament final Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Greenville, S.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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[image: South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley drives to the basket between LSU forward Angel Reese, left, and guard Hailey Van Lith during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Southeastern Conference women's tournament final Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Greenville, S.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina freshman MiLaysia Fulwiley has become Curry Brand's first official collegiate athlete after signing a multi-year, NIL partnership with the company associated with NBA champion Stephen Curry.
Fulwiley was named Southeastern Conference Tournament MVP on Sunday, helping the top-ranked Gamecocks move to 32-0 in winning the title for the eighth time in 10 seasons.
Curry Brand said in a release Fulwiley will make her debut as a brand ambassador at next week's NCAA Tournament.
Fulwiley, the first Curry Brand athlete at an Under Armour school, will wear the company's footwear the rest of her South Carolina career.
Fulwiley has averaged 11 points and nearly three rebounds a game. She scored 24 points in South Carolina's 79-72 victory over No. 8 LSU on Sunday. She was the first freshman named SEC Tournament MVP.

    


Fulwiley has gained attention since starting her college career with a game in France when the Gamecocks defeated then-No. 12 Notre Dame 100-71 when her coast-to-coast drive -- it included her going behind the back with the ball to get past a defender before laying it in -- caught the eye of Hall of Famer Magic Johnson.
___
Get alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here
___
AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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Across the US, batteries and green energies like wind and solar combine for major climate solution

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Mike Vandrely, construction manager, checks on a battery storage pod at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


    

    
        
            
                    Mike Vandrely, construction manager, checks on a battery storage pod at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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    [image: Mike Vandrely, construction manager, checks on a battery storage pod at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: A worker walks the campus at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Workers walks the campus of battery storage pods at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: A worker does checks on battery storage pods at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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A worker does checks on battery storage pods at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: A worker does checks on battery storage infrastructure at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Mike Nutt, site manager, walks the campus at Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center lithium-ion battery storage energy facility Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Coolidge, Ariz. Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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                                        In the Arizona desert, a Danish company is building a massive solar farm that includes batteries that charge when the sun is shining and supply energy back to the electric grid when it's not. 
Combining batteries with green energy is a fast-growing climate solution.
"Solar farms only produce when the sun shines, and the turbines only produce when the wind blows," said Orsted CEO Mads Nipper. "For us to maximize the availability of the green power, 24-7, we have to store some of it too." 
The United States is rapidly adding batteries, mostly lithium-ion type, to store energy at large scale. Increasingly, these are getting paired with solar and wind projects, like in Arizona. The agencies that run electric grids, utility companies and developers of renewable energies say combining technologies is essential for a green energy future. 
Batteries allow renewables to replace fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal, while keeping a steady flow of power when sources like wind and solar are not producing. For example, when people are sleeping and thus using less electricity, the energy produced from wind blowing through the night can be stored in batteries -- and used when demand is high during the day. 

    


Juan Mendez, a resident of Tempe, Arizona, gets power from local utility Salt River Project, which is collaborating with Orsted on the Eleven Mile Solar Center. As a state senator, Mendez pushed SRP to move to renewable energies.




He thinks the power company is still investing too much in gas and coal plants, including a major expansion planned for a natural gas plant in Coolidge, Arizona, near the solar center.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This solar-plus-storage is a good step, but SRP needs to do more to provide clean energy and clean up our air and help address climate change," Mendez said. 
The utility said it's adding more renewables to its energy mix and recently pledged to zero out its emissions by 2050. 
The U.S. has the second most electrical storage in the world, after China. In 2023, the U.S. added an estimated 7.5 gigawatts -- 62% more than in 2022, according to the BloombergNEF and the Business Council for Sustainable Energy factbook. That amount can power 750,000 homes for a day and brings the total amount of installed capacity nationwide to nearly enough for 2 million homes for one day, according to BloombergNEF.

    


In the U.S., California leads in energy storage as it aggressively cuts greenhouse gas emissions. It has twice as much as any other state. Residential, commercial and utility-scale battery installations increased by 757% there over just four years, meaning there's now enough to power 6.6 million homes for up to four hours, according to the California Energy Commission. 
That's partly because in 2013, the California Public Utilities Commission told utilities to buy energy storage with a target to be met by 2020. Since then, power companies have continued to add more batteries to help the state meet clean electricity requirements. 
Southern California Edison is one utility adding thousands of hours of energy storage. It is putting in solar-plus-batteries to replace some power plants that burn natural gas and would typically supply electricity in the evening. 
"If it's just clean and not reliable, you really don't have anything," said William Walsh, vice president for energy procurement and management. "We need both."

    


In California, batteries proved their value in September 2022, as the West was experiencing a long heat wave that sent temperatures into the triple digits. Electricity demand reached the highest the state had ever seen on Sept. 6, 2022, as people cranked up air conditioners. 
Walsh credits the batteries added to the grid between 2020 and 2022 with helping to avoid blackouts. Two years earlier, there were rolling electricity outages in California during a similar extreme heat wave.
Texas has the second-most battery storage after California. Last month, Schneider Electric announced it's teaming up with energy company ENGIE North America on solar and battery systems in Texas to get closer to the French multinational's 100% renewable energy goal in the U.S. and Canada. Before the Inflation Reduction Act, a major climate law passed in 2022, the deal and the necessary $80 million investment would not have been possible, said Hans Royal, Schneider Electric's senior director for renewable energy and carbon advisory. 

    


Royal is advising other global Fortune 500 companies it works with to get into the market.
"The industry needs that, the grid needs it," said Royal. 
Back in Arizona, Orsted's Eleven Mile Solar Center covers 2,000 acres in rural Pinal County. It has 857,000 solar panels and more than 2,000 cubes that look like large shipping containers but contain battery modules. Orsted also has large solar and storage projects in Texas and Alabama, and in Europe.

    


When the Arizona facility opens this summer, most power from the solar farm will go to Facebook owner Meta's data center in Mesa. The solar power not needed by Meta, in addition to the power stored in the batteries, will go to the local utility's customers. The new batteries can ensure power to roughly 65,000 homes during peak hours of demand.
"What I think is exciting is just how rapidly this market is moving," said Yayoi Sekine, head of energy storage at BloombergNEF. "There's so much pressure for the U.S. and different regions to decarbonize, and storage is one of the major technologies to enable that. There's a lot of momentum." 
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - Former President Milos Zeman attends the inauguration ceremony for the newly elected Czech President Petr Pavel at the Prague Castle in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, March 9, 2023. Former Czech president Milos Zeman was in stable but serious condition on Friday, March 15, 2025 a day after undergoing a surgery, a university clinic in Prague said. The Motol hospital said Zeman was operated on due to a lack of blood sullies in one of his legs caused by a blood clot. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Former Czech President Milos Zeman was in serious but stable condition on Friday, a day after undergoing surgery for a blood clot in his leg, hospital officials said.
Motol University Hospital in Prague said Zeman had an insufficient blood supply in one of his legs because of the blood clot.
The supply of blood was restored during the operation, it said. It wasn't clear how long Zeman would be hospitalized.
Zeman, 79, used to be a heavy smoker and drinker and suffers from diabetes and neuropathy. He has been hospitalized several times.
He has trouble walking and has been using a wheelchair.
Zeman's second and final term in the largely ceremonial post of president ended in March last year.
In office, he sought closer ties with China and was a leading pro-Russian voice in EU politics.
After Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, Zeman condemned the "unprovoked act of aggression." He opposed initial EU sanctions against Russia after its 2014 annexation of Crimea.
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                                        This winter's record warmth provided the key ingredient for a Midwest outbreak of deadly tornadoes and damaging gorilla hail that hit parts of the Midwest Wednesday and Thursday, tornado experts said.
At least three people were killed in Thursday's tornado outbreak in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas, which came a day after large hail struck Kansas. It's a bit early, but not unprecedented, for such a tornado outbreak usually associated with May or April, but that's also because of the hottest winter in both U.S. and global records, meteorologists said.
"In order to get severe storms this far north this time time of year, it's got to be warm," said Northern Illinois University meteorology professor Victor Gensini. 
TORNADO RECIPE
For tornadoes and storms with large hail to form, two key ingredients are needed: wind shear and instability, said Gensini and National Severe Storms Laboratory scientist Harold Brooks. 

    


Wind shear, which is when winds whip around at differing directions and speeds as they rise in altitude, is usually around all winter and much of spring because it's a function of the normal temperature difference we see across the country, Gensini said.




But instability, which is that juicy warm humid air close to the ground that is the signature of summer, is usually missing this time of year, Gensini and Brooks said. 
That's because normally in the winter and into early spring, Arctic air plunges south, pushing the warm moist air south into the Gulf of Mexico, leaving dry stable cool air in its place, said Matt Elliott, the warning coordination meteorologist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. And that cool stable air keeps tornadoes and large hail from forming.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But not this year. There was only one real Arctic blast this year and that was two months ago, the meteorologists said.
"When we're warmer than normal we tend to get more warm tornadoes in the winter time," Brooks said. "It's not necessarily a causal affect, perhaps they're both happening because of the same thing."
STORMY MIDWEST

    


Hunter Vance, 27, of Lakeview, Ohio, was talking with a friend on the phone when sirens began to blare. So he sought shelter inside his bathtub for 20 minutes. Then he came out to see the devastation.
He remembers severe weather last year, but not this early.
"And it's never been worse than this," he added.
Gensini ticks off five tornado or large outbreaks in the Midwest or Great Lakes area in the past five weeks, which he said is unusual: Wisconsin getting its first-ever February tornado on Feb. 8; 32 tornadoes, including one a quarter-mile from his house on Feb. 27; large hail and a tornado around the Illinois-Iowa border on March 4; the gorilla hail of 4 inches and some tornadoes on March 13 and the tornadoes on March 14 that killed at least 3 people in Ohio and hit elsewhere across the Midwest.
Tornado activity this time of year is much more common in the South, with what's happening "much further north than we normally expect," Gensini said.
NOAA's Elliott said it may be a tad early, but this is about the time of year that severe storms start to ramp up in the Midwest, but they do not usually peak until May.

    


What happened this week "is really a typical springtime event," Elliott said.
Even after Thursday, the year is running slightly below normal in terms of number of tornadoes and tornado fatalities, according to NOAA's Storm Prediction Center. Before Thursday, tornadoes had only killed two people, which is far less than the 15-year average of a dozen before March 14.
EL NINO FACTOR
What also makes the Midwest outbreaks unusual is that there's an El Nino, though it is starting to fade. The natural El Nino, which is a warming of the central Pacific that changes weather worldwide, often leads to fewer severe storms in the Midwest especially in the spring, studies show.
That's not the case.
Gensini, who co-authored one of the studies, and Columbia University's Adam Sobel, who co-wrote another, both said the El Nino factor is just one of several variables and only tilts the odds slightly. 

    


Brooks said he doesn't really trust El Nino as a springtime signal.
CLIMATE CHANGE
No one has done the traditional scientific studies that link specific tornado outbreaks to human-caused climate change. There are so many issues that make that difficult, including poor tornado records in the past and tornadoes being small weather events for global climate models.
And among all the severe weather events such as floods, hurricanes, droughts and heat waves, tornadoes have been one of the thornier issues in connecting to climate change. There may be something there, but it's likely only a small factor, Brooks said.
But given how off the charts temperatures and other climate variables have been, Gensini said, "if there ever was a fingerprint of climate change on severe weather it would be this year."

    


Gensini has not made any formal attribution studies, but said "if you look at the recent Februaries and Marches in terms of the number of tornadoes, it's pretty easy to see that a change is happening," comparing it to the effect of steroids on baseball home runs in the 1990s and early 2000s.
MORE SOON
Because of other natural climate factors, Gensini said there's a strong chance for another Midwest outbreak of tornadoes in the end of March or early April.
After that, Gensini said it could be a busy tornado spring for the Midwest, but there's also a chance that the Midwest will skip spring and go right to summer in terms of climate and then the storms would die down.
Last year tornado activity was as much as double the average through April and "then May was completely dead," NOAA's Elliott said.
__
Joshua Bickel contributed from Lakeview, Ohio.
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
______
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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