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                    United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in Egypt on Thursday, part of his sixth trip to the Middle East since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, centre, walks to meet with Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, in Cairo, Egypt, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, talks to Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, during their meeting at Tahrir palace in Cairo, Egypt, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, talks to Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, during their meeting at Tahrir palace in Cairo, Egypt, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: An Israeli army bulldozer is seen near the Gaza Strip border, in southern Israel, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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An Israeli army bulldozer is seen near the Gaza Strip border, in southern Israel, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians survey the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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[image: The aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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The aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians survey the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Palestinians survey the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 10
Palestinians survey the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank town of Tulkarem, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Israeli military says it launched an airstrike that killed two Palestinian militants during a raid in the West Bank. The military said that the two posed a threat to its forces, which were operating in the Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem. The Palestinian Health Ministry and the Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service both said four people were killed in Nur Shams, including the two killed in the airstrike, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By MATTHEW LEE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CAIRO (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken huddled Thursday with top Arab diplomats in Cairo to discuss post-conflict plans for Gaza as relations between the United States and Israel soured further over Israel's war against Hamas, notably its intent to mount a major military operation against the southern city of Rafah.
Amid what Blinken said were hopeful signs that a deal for a cease-fire in exchange for the release of Hamas-held hostages could be reached, he met the foreign ministers of Egypt, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates to go over ideas for Gaza's future. A top official from the Palestine Liberation Organization, the internationally recognized body representing the Palestinian people, also attended. 
In addition to Gaza's future, the ministers were expected to discuss the cease-fire talks and increase urgent humanitarian aid deliveries to Gaza by land, air and sea.

    


The outcome of the meeting was not immediately clear, although Blinken and Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry were expected to address and take questions from reporters after nightfall, when daylight fasting for Muslims observing the holy month of Ramadan ends.




In an earlier meeting with Blinken, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi stressed the need for an immediate cease-fire and warned against the "dangerous repercussions" of any Israeli offensive in Rafah, according to a statement issued by el-Sissi's spokesperson.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both parties had renewed their rejection of the forced displacement of Gazans and agreed on the importance of taking all necessary measures to ensure the arrival of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip, the statement said.
As Blinken and the Arab ministers met, Gaza's Health Ministry raised the territory's death toll to nearly 32,000 Palestinians since the war began in October when Israel responded to deadly Hamas attacks on its soil. Also, U.N. officials stepped up warnings that famine is "imminent" in northern Gaza.

    


In Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, the first stop on his sixth urgent Mideast mission since the war began, Blinken said Wednesday that the "gaps are narrowing" in indirect negotiations between Israel and Hamas over another cease-fire and hostage release that the U.S., Egypt and Qatar have spent weeks trying to broker.
In an interview Wednesday with the Al-Hadath network in Saudi Arabia, Blinken said the mediators worked with Israel to put a "strong proposal" on the table. He said Hamas rejected it, but came back with other demands that the mediators are working on.
"The gaps are narrowing, and I think an agreement is very much possible," said Blinken, who will travel to Israel on Friday for talks with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his war cabinet.
Netanyahu's office said Thursday that the head of the Mossad spy agency will return to Qatar on Friday to meet with the head of the CIA and other key mediators as part of ongoing cease-fire talks. The office said Thursday that Qatar's prime minister and Egypt's intelligence chief would also join the talks.

    


Yet, growing disagreements between Netanyahu and President Joe Biden over the prosecution of the war will likely overshadow Blinken's meetings in Israel. Most notably, they are at odds over Israel's determination to launch a major military operation in Rafah, where more than a million Palestinians have sought refuge from devastating Israeli ground and air strikes further north.
The United States is seeking a swift vote on a newly revised and tougher U.N. resolution demanding "an immediate and sustained cease-fire" to protect civilians and enable humanitarian aid to be delivered. The U.S. deputy ambassador to the U.N., Robert Wood, said he hoped a vote could take place by the end of the week. 
Netanyahu, on a roughly 45-minute call with GOP senators on Wednesday, pledged to ignore warnings about a Rafah operation. He also took aim at Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer's condemnation last week of the civilian death toll in Gaza and his call for new elections in Israel in a speech that Biden later said was "good."

    


Netanyahu stressed that Israel would move ahead in Rafah, according to senators who participated in the meeting. Sen. John Kennedy, a Louisiana Republican, said Netanyahu "made it very clear that he and the people of Israel intend to prosecute the war to the full extent of their power and that he would not be dictated to by Senator Schumer or President Biden."
Netanyahu's vow to go into Rafah has alarmed the U.S. and others, who say it will result in an even larger humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza without a credible plan in place to get civilians out. U.S. officials have said they have yet to see such a plan and are prepared to offer alternatives to an all-out assault on the city.
Netanyahu has also rejected the Biden administration's repeated remonstrations that Israel's long-term security cannot be assured without the creation of an independent Palestinian state.

    


A clear path and deadline for the formation of a Palestinian state are key requirements for Saudi Arabia and other Arab nations to normalize relations with Israel, something Netanyahu is keen to achieve. Blinken spent much of his time in Jeddah with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman discussing the normalization process, which would also include U.S.-Saudi agreements.
With tensions running high after not speaking for a month, Biden and Netanyahu held a phone call on Monday during which Netanyahu agreed to send a team of experts to Washington to discuss the Rafah plans. Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant will also visit Washington separately next week.
The war began after Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people in the surprise Oct. 7 attack out of Gaza that triggered the war, and abducted another 250 people. Hamas is still believed to be holding some 100 people hostage, as well as the remains of 30 others. 
----
Associated Press correspondents Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Noha AlHennawy in Cairo contributed to this report. 
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    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., right, smiles as he is joined by, from left, Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., as they attend a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony for surviving members of a top-secret WWII unit, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., gives remarks at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony for surviving members of a top-secret WWII unit, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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        Congress unveils $1.2 trillion plan to avert federal shutdown and bring budget fight to a close
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Lawmakers introduced a $1.2 trillion spending package Thursday that sets the stage for avoiding a partial government shutdown for several key federal agencies this weekend and allows Congress, nearly six months into the budget year, to complete its work in funding the government through September.
Democrats were largely able to swat back scores of policy mandates and some of the steeper budget cuts that House Republicans were seeking to impose on nondefense programs, though House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., highlighted some policy wins, including a nearly 24% increase in detention beds for migrants awaiting their immigration proceedings or removal from the country.
This year's spending bills were divided into two packages. The first one cleared Congress two weeks ago, just hours before a shutdown deadline for the agencies funded through the bills. 

    


Now Congress is focused on the second, larger package, which includes about $886 billion for the Defense Department, a more than 3% increase from last year's levels. The 1,012-page bill also funds the departments of Homeland Security, Health and Human Services, Labor, and others.




"Congress must now race to pass this package before government funding runs out this Friday," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 
Nondefense spending will be relatively flat compared with the prior year, though some, such as the Environmental Protection Agency, are taking a hit, and many agencies will not see their budgets keep up with inflation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When combining the two packages, discretionary spending for the budget year will come to about $1.66 trillion. That does not include programs such as Social Security and Medicare, and financing the country's rising debt.
The House is expected to take the measure up first, on Friday. Then it would move to the Senate where senators would have to agree on taking it up expeditiously to avoid a partial shutdown. Usually, such agreements include votes on proposed amendments to the bill.

    


Johnson described the bill as a serious commitment to strengthening national defense by moving the Pentagon toward a focus on its core mission while expanding support for those serving in the military. The bill provides for a 5.2% pay increase for service members.
In promoting the bill, Republicans cited several ways it would help Israel. Most notably, they highlighted a prohibition on funding through March 2025 for the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which is the main supplier of food, water and shelter to civilians in Gaza. 
Republicans are insisting on cutting off funding to the agency after Israel alleged that a dozen employees of the agency were involved in the attack that Hamas conducted in Israel on Oct. 7.
But the prohibition does concern some lawmakers because many relief agencies say there is no way to replace its ability to deliver the humanitarian assistance that the United States and others are trying to send to Gaza, where one-quarter of the 2.3 million residents are starving. 

    


Democrats emphasized that humanitarian assistance will increase overall, though.
Sen. Patty Murray, the chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, also highlighted a $1 billion increase for Head Start programs and new child care centers for military families. Democrats also played up a $120 million increase in funding for cancer research and a $100 million increase for Alzheimer's research.
"We defeated outlandish cuts that would have been a gut punch for American families and our economy," said Murray, D-Wash.
She also said Democrats successfully fought off numerous policy measures, known as riders, that House Republicans were seeking to add.
"From Day 1 of this process, I said there would be no extreme, far-right riders to restrict women's reproductive freedoms -- and there aren't, she said.
Among the few policy provisions that House Republicans did secure was a requirement that only allows for the American flag and "other official flags" to fly over U.S. diplomatic facilities. Under the Biden administration, U.S. embassies have been invited to fly the pride flag or light up with rainbow colors in support of the LGBTQ community. 

    


There is also a provision that prevents the Consumer Product Safety Commission from banning gas stoves. But the White House has said President Joe Biden would not support a ban, and the commission, an independent agency, says no such ban was in the works.
The spending in the bill largely tracks with an agreement that former Speaker Kevin McCarthy worked out with the White House in May 2023, which restricted spending for two years and suspended the debt ceiling into January 2025 so the federal government could continue paying its bills.
Shalanda Young, director of the White House Office of Management and Budget, told lawmakers Thursday that last year's agreement, which became the Fiscal Responsibility Act, will save taxpayers about $1 trillion over the coming decade.

    


McCarthy, R-Calif., was ousted from the speaker's role a few months after securing the debt ceiling deal. Eight Republicans ended up joining with Democrats in removing McCarthy as speaker. And some of those unhappy with that deal also expressed misgivings about the latest package.
"I hope there will be some modest wins. Unfortunately, I don't expect that we will get much in the way of significant policy wins based on past history and based on our unwillingness to do use any kind of leverage to force policy wins, meaning a willingness to walk away and say no," said Rep. Bob Good, R-Va.
Work on the spending bills has been more bipartisan in the Senate. Murray issued a joint statement after the bill's release with Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, praising the package of bills and urging colleagues to vote for it.
"There is zero need for a shutdown or chaos -- and members of Congress should waste no time in passing these six bills, which will greatly benefit every state in America and reflect important priorities of many Senators," Murray and Collins said.
Johnson said that after the spending package passes, the House would next turn its attention to a bill that focuses on aiding Ukraine and Israel, though lawmakers are scheduled to be away from Washington for the next two weeks. The Senate has already approved a $95.3 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, but Johnson has declined to bring that up for a vote.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/congress-budget-government-shutdown-johnson-3b4e61cf5eaaf0f7fbeeddbacdf57212
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Justice Department sues Apple, alleging it illegally monopolized the smartphone market

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Justice Department announces an antitrust lawsuit against Apple, accusing the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors and stifles innovation.
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    [image: Attorney General Merrick Garland accompanied by New Jersey Attorney General Matthew Platkin and Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, speaks during a news conference at the Department of Justice headquarters in Washington, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Justice Department on Thursday announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit against Apple, accusing the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors and stifles innovation. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: FILE - iPhone 15 Pro phones are shown during an announcement of new products on the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., Sept. 12, 2023. The Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit Thursday, March 24, 2024 against Apple, accusing the tech giant of having an illegal monopoly over smartphones in the U.S. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Apple logo is shown on a screen during an announcement on the Apple campus Sept. 12, 2023, in Cupertino, Calif. The Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit Thursday, March 21, 2024 against Apple, accusing the tech giant of having an illegal monopoly over smartphones in the U.S. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: Assistant Attorney General Jonathan Kanter, of the Antitrust Division, speaks during a news conference at Department of Justice headquarters in Washington, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Justice Department on Thursday announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit against Apple, accusing the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors and stifles innovation. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Justice Department on Thursday announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit against Apple, accusing the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors, stifles innovation and keeps prices artificially high.
The lawsuit, filed in federal court in New Jersey, alleges that Apple has monopoly power in the smartphone market and leverages control over the iPhone to "engage in a broad, sustained, and illegal course of conduct." 
"Apple has locked its consumers into the iPhone while locking its competitors out of the market," said Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco. Stalling the advancement of the very market it revolutionized, she said, it has "smothered an entire industry."
Apple called the lawsuit "wrong on the facts and the law" and said it "will vigorously defend against it."

    


The sweeping action takes aim at how Apple molds its technology and business relationships to "extract more money from consumers, developers, content creators, artists, publishers, small businesses, and merchants, among others." 




That includes diminishing the functionality of non-Apple smartwatches, limiting access to contactless payment for third-party digital wallets and refusing to allow its iMessage app to exchange encrypted messaging with competing platforms.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It specifically seeks to stop Apple from undermining technologies that compete with its own apps -- in areas including streaming, messaging and digital payments -- and prevent it from continuing to craft contracts with developers, accessory makers and consumers that let it "obtain, maintain, extend or entrench a monopoly." 

    


The lawsuit -- filed with 16 state attorneys general -- is just the latest example aggressive antitrust law enforcement by a Justice Department that has also taken on Amazon, Google and other tech giants with the stated aim of making the digital universe more fair, innovative and competitive.
"The Department of Justice has an enduring legacy taking on the biggest and toughest monopolies in history," said Assistant Attorney General Jonathan Kanter, head of the antitrust division, at a press conference announcing the lawsuit. "Today we stand here once again to promote competition and innovation for next generation of technology."
Antitrust researcher Dina Srinavasan, a Yale University fellow, compared the lawsuit's significance to the government's action against Microsoft a quarter century ago -- in picking a "tremendous fight" with what has been the world's most prosperous company.

    


"It's a really big deal to go up and punch someone who is acting like a bully and pretending not to be a bully," she said.
President Joe Biden has called for the Justice Department and the Federal Trade Commission to vigorously enforce antitrust statutes. While its stepped-up policing of corporate mergers and questionable business practices has met resistance from some business leaders -- accusing the Democratic administration of overreach -- it's been lauded by others as long overdue.

    


The case seeks to pierce the digital fortress that Apple Inc., based in Cupertino, California, has assiduously built around the iPhone and other popular products such as the iPad, Mac and Apple Watch to create what is often referred to as a "walled garden" so its meticulously designed hardware and software can seamlessly flourish together while requiring consumers to do little more than turn the devices on.
The strategy has helped Apple attain annual revenue of nearly $400 billion and, until recently, a market value of more than $3 trillion. But Apple's shares have fallen by 7% this year even as most of the stock market has climbed to new highs, resulting in long-time rival Microsoft to seize the mantle as the world's most valuable company.
Apple said the lawsuit, if successful, would "hinder our ability to create the kind of technology people expect from Apple -- where hardware, software, and services intersect" and would "set a dangerous precedent, empowering government to take a heavy hand in designing people's technology."
"At Apple, we innovate every day to make technology people love -- designing products that work seamlessly together, protect people's privacy and security, and create a magical experience for our users," the company said in a statement. "This lawsuit threatens who we are and the principles that set Apple products apart in fiercely competitive markets. 

    



Apple has defended the walled garden as an indispensable feature prized by consumers who want the best protection available for their personal information. It has described the barrier as a way for the iPhone to distinguish itself from devices running on Google's Android software, which isn't as restrictive and is licensed to a wide range of manufacturers.
"Apple claims to be a champion of protecting user data, but its app store fee structure and partnership with Google search erode privacy," Consumer Reports senior researcher Sumit Sharma said in a statement.
The lawsuit complains that Apple charges as much as $1,599 for an iPhone and that the high margins it earns on each is more than double what others in the industry get. And when users run an internet search, Google gives Apple a "significant cut" of the advertising revenue those searches generate.
The company's app store also charges developers up to 30 percent of the app's price for consumers.
Critics of Apple's anticompetitive practices have long complained that it's claim to prioritize user privacy is hypocritical when profits are at stake. While its iMessage services is sheathed from prying eyes by end-to-end encryption, that protection evaporates the moment someone texts a non-Apple device.
But Will Strafach, a mobile security expert, said that while he believes Apple needs reigning in, he is concerned that the Justice Department's focus on messaging may be misplaced and could weaken security and privacy.
"I am quite glad that access to SMS messages is restricted," said Strafach, creator of the Guardian Firewall app.
He notes that a number of apps, ostensibly for weather and news, on iPhones have secretly and persistently sent users' GPS data to third parties. Strafach said he is concerned weakened Apple security "could open the door to stalkerware/spouseware, which is already more difficult to install on Apple devices compared to Android." 
However, prominent critic Cory Doctorow has complained that while Apple has blocked entities like Facebook from spying on its users it runs its "own surveillance advertising empire" that gathers the same kinds of personal data but for its own use.
Fears about an antitrust crackdown on Apple's business model haven't just contributed to the drop in the company's stock price. There is also concerns it lags Microsoft and Google in the push to develop products powered by artificial intelligence technology. 
Antitrust regulators made it clear in their complaint that they see Apple's walled garden mostly as a weapon to ward off competition, creating market conditions that enable it to charge higher prices that have propelled its lofty profit margins while stifling innovation.
"Consumers should not have to pay higher prices because companies break the law,," said Attorney General Merrick Garland. Left unchallenged, Apple would "only continue to strengthen its smartphone monopoly," he added.
With the attempt to rein in Apple's dominance, the Biden administration is escalating an antitrust siege that has already triggered lawsuits against Google and Amazon accusing them in engaging in illegal tactics to thwart competition, as well as unsuccessful attempts to block acquisitions by Microsoft and Meta Platforms, formerly Facebook.
Apple's business interests are also entangled in the Justice Department's case against Google, which went to trial last fall and is headed toward final arguments scheduled to begin May 1 in Washington, D.C. In that case, regulators are alleging Google has stymied competition by paying for the rights for its already dominant online search engine to be the automatic place to handle queries on the iPhone and a variety of web browsers in an arrangement that generates an estimated $15 billion to $20 billion annually.
Now that the Justice Department is mounting a direct attack across its business, Apple stands to lose even more.
___
Liedtke reported from San Francisco.
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US Jews upset with Trump's latest rhetoric say he doesn't get to tell them how to be Jewish

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald Trump speaks at an annual leadership meeting of the Republican Jewish Coalition, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Las Vegas. Trump on Monday, March 18, 2024, charged that Jews who vote for Democrats ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald Trump speaks at an annual leadership meeting of the Republican Jewish Coalition, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Las Vegas. Trump on Monday, March 18, 2024, charged that Jews who vote for Democrats "hate Israel" and hate "their religion," igniting a firestorm of criticism from the White House and Jewish leaders.(AP Photo/John Locher, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By PETER SMITH and TIFFANY STANLEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Since the start of his political career, Donald Trump has played on stereotypes about Jews and politics.
He told the Republican Jewish Coalition in 2015 that "you want to control your politicians" and suggested the audience used money to exert control. In the White House, he said Jews who vote for Democrats are "very disloyal to Israel."
Two years ago, the former president hosted two dinner guests at his Florida residence who were known to make virulent antisemitic comments.
And this week, Trump charged that Jewish Democrats were being disloyal to their faith and to Israel. That had many American Jews taking up positions behind now-familiar political lines. Trump opponents accused him of promoting antisemitic tropes while his defenders suggested he was making a fair political point in his own way.
Jonathan Sarna, American Jewish history professor at Brandeis University, said Trump is capitalizing on tensions within the Jewish community. 

    


"For people who hate Donald Trump in the Jewish community, certainly this statement will reinforce their sense that they don't want to have anything to do with him," he said. "For people who like Donald Trump in the Jewish community, they probably nod in agreement."




To many Jewish leaders in a demographic that has overwhelmingly identified as Democratic and supported President Joe Biden in 2020, Trump's latest comments promoted harmful antisemitic stereotypes, painting Jews as having divided loyalties and that there's only one right way to be Jewish religiously.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"That escalation of rhetoric is so dangerous, so divisive and so wrong," said Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform Judaism, the largest U.S. Jewish religious denomination. "This is a moment when Israel needs there to be more bipartisan support."
But Matt Brooks, CEO of the Republican Jewish Coalition, said the president's comments must be heard in context of the Israel-Gaza war and Democratic criticisms of the state of Israel.

    


"What the president was saying in his own unique style was giving voice to things I get asked about multiple times a day," Brooks said. "How can Jews remain Democrats in light of what is going on?" He contended the Democratic Party is "no longer the pro-Israel bastion it used to be."
More than 31,800 Palestinians have been killed in the Israeli offensive that followed Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, in which militants killed some 1,200 people and took hostages. Much of northern Gaza has been leveled, and officials warned famine is imminent.
Trump's comments followed a speech by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, the country's highest-ranking Jewish official. Schumer, a Democrat, last week sharply criticized Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 's handling of the war in Gaza. Schumer called for new elections in Israel and warned the civilian toll was damaging Israel's global standing.
"Any Jewish person that votes for Democrats hates their religion," Trump retorted Monday on a talk show. "They hate everything about Israel."

    


A cascade of Jewish voices, from Schumer to the Anti-Defamation League to religious leaders, denounced Trump's statement. 
In a statement to The Associated Press on Wednesday, the Trump campaign doubled down, criticizing Schumer, congressional Democrats' support of Palestinians and the Biden administration's policies on Iran and on aid to Gaza.
"President Trump is right," said Karoline Leavitt, national press secretary for the Trump campaign.
Jeffrey Hert, an antisemitism expert at the University of Maryland, disagrees with Schumer's call for a ceasefire in Gaza, but believes most Democrats support Israel -- and he said a second Biden term would be better for it than a second Trump one.
"If (Trump) loses the 2024 election, his comments prepare the way for blaming the Jews for his defeat," Herf said. "The clear result would be to fan the flames of antisemitism and assert that, yet again, the Jews are guilty."
Sarna saw Trump as trying to appeal to politically conservative Jews, particularly the small but fast-growing Orthodox segment, who see Trump as a defender of Israel.

    


Also, about 10% of U.S. Jews are immigrants, according to a 2020 Pew Research Center report. Sarna said significant numbers are conservative.
At the same time, Democrats face the tension between their Jewish constituency, which is predominantly pro-Israel, and its progressive wing, which is more pro-Palestinian.
Sarna said that while it may seem odd to focus so much attention on subsections of a minority population, "elections in America are very close, and every vote counts."
Conservative commentator Ben Shapiro said Tuesday on his podcast that Trump "was making a point that, frankly, I have made myself, which is that Jews who are voting Democrat do not understand the Democratic Party." Shapiro, who practices Orthodox Judaism, contended the party "overlooks antisemitism" within its ranks.

    


Rabbi Jill Jacobs, the CEO of T'ruah, a rabbinic human rights organization, said Trump has no business dictating who's a good Jew.
"By insinuating that good Jews will vote for the party that is best for Israel, Trump is evoking the age-old antisemitic trope of dual loyalty -- an accusation that Jews are more loyal to their religion than to their country, and therefore can't be trusted," she said. "Historically, this accusation has fueled some of the worst antisemitic violence."
In his own time in office, Trump's policy "of supporting Prime Minister Netanyahu and the settler agenda only endangered Palestinians and Israelis and made peace more difficult to achieve," Jacobs said.
Pittsburgh-based journalist Beth Kissileff -- whose husband, a rabbi in the Conservative denomination of Judaism, in 2018 survived the nation's deadliest antisemitic attack -- said it was highly offensive for Trump to be a "self-appointed arbiter" of what it means to be Jewish.
"Chuck Schumer had every right to say what he said," Kissileff added. "Just because we're Jews, it doesn't mean we agree with everything the (Israeli) government is doing. We have compassion for innocent Palestinian lives."
Brooks, of the Republican Jewish Coalition, defended the former president against antisemitism charges, pointing to his presidential record as an example of proof.
Trump pursued policies that were popular among American Christian Zionists and Israeli religious-nationalists, including moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem and supporting Jewish settlements in occupied territories. His daughter Ivanka is a convert to Orthodox Judaism, and her husband and their children are Jewish. The couple worked as high-profile surrogates to the Jewish community during Trump's administration.
Trump's core supporters include white evangelicals, many of whom believe the modern state of Israel fulfills biblical prophecy. Prominent evangelicals who support Zionism have also been criticized for inflammatory statements about Jewish people.
Sixty-nine percent of Jewish voters in 2020 supported Biden, while 30% supported Trump, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of the electorate conducted in partnership with NORC at the University of Chicago. That made Jewish voters one of the religious groups where support for Biden was strongest. Also, 73% of Jewish voters in 2020 said that Trump was too tolerant of extremist groups.
Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson said Trump's comments are "in a complex middle zone" -- not explicitly antisemitic, but reliant on such tropes.
American Jews base their votes on a complex mix of issues and values, "among them inclusion, diversity, climate change, civil rights," said Artson, a leader within Conservative Judaism. "While they love Israel diversely, many of us also care about the wellbeing and self-determination of Palestinians."
___
Associated Press reporters Mariam Fam and Amelia Thomson DeVeaux contributed to this report.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Russia fires 31 missiles at Kyiv in the first attack in weeks as people scramble for cover in subway

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia fired 31 ballistic and cruise missiles at Kyiv before dawn Thursday in the first attack on the Ukrainian capital in 44 days, officials said. (AP video/Anton Shtuka)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    24
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A firefighter gestures as he prepares to enter a building at the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A firefighter stands amongst the debris after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A woman comforts a child after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: Firefighters work near the crater at the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A soldier looks up as he stands in hole caused by a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, burned car are seen at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Thursday, March 21, 2024, a Russian self-propelled 300 mm multiple rocket launcher "Smerch" fires rockets towards Ukrainian position, in an undisclosed location, in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: Firefighters survey the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: Firefighters work at the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A firefighter enters a building at the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: Firefighters work at the site after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, damaged cars are seen at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, damaged cars are seen at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)
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In this photo provided by Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration, firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, according Serhii Popko. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (Serhii Popko, the head of the city's military administration via AP)
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[image: A firefighter walks amongst the debris after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | A firefighter walks amongst the debris after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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[image: A woman speaks on the phone as she carries her dog near the scene of a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | A woman speaks on the phone as she carries her dog near the scene of a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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A woman speaks on the phone as she carries her dog near the scene of a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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[image: Residents gather outside of an apartment block after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | Residents gather outside of an apartment block after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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Residents gather outside of an apartment block after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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[image: Firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | Firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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Firefighters work at the site after Russian attacks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in 44 days. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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[image: This photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Thursday, March 21, 2024, shows a damaged building after shelling in Belgorod, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | This photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Thursday, March 21, 2024, shows a damaged building after shelling in Belgorod, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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This photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Thursday, March 21, 2024, shows a damaged building after shelling in Belgorod, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a resident deported from a settlement bordering Ukraine sits at a temporary accommodation center in Stary Oskol, Belgorod region, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)]
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In this photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a resident deported from a settlement bordering Ukraine sits at a temporary accommodation center in Stary Oskol, Belgorod region, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, residents deported from settlements bordering Ukraine have lunch at a temporary accommodation center in Stary Oskol, Belgorod region, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | In this photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, residents deported from settlements bordering Ukraine have lunch at a temporary accommodation center in Stary Oskol, Belgorod region, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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In this photo released by Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, residents deported from settlements bordering Ukraine have lunch at a temporary accommodation center in Stary Oskol, Belgorod region, Russia. (Belgorod Region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: A firefighter gestures while spraying water inside a building at the site of a Russian attack, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in six weeks. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | A firefighter gestures while spraying water inside a building at the site of a Russian attack, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in six weeks. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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A firefighter gestures while spraying water inside a building at the site of a Russian attack, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in six weeks. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman pauses while retrieving items from an impact crater at the site of a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in six weeks. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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A Ukrainian serviceman pauses while retrieving items from an impact crater at the site of a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Around 30 cruise and ballistic missiles were shot down over Kyiv on Thursday morning, said Serhii Popko, the head of Kyiv City Administration. The missiles were entering Kyiv simultaneously from various directions in a first missile attack on the capital in six weeks. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia fired more than two dozen missiles at Kyiv before dawn on Thursday, attacking the Ukrainian capital for the first time in six weeks and sending panicked residents flooding into the relative safety of the subway system in a scene reminiscent of the first weeks of the war.
Air defenses shot down all 31 of the missiles, though the falling wreckage still damaged apartment buildings and injured 13 people, including a child, officials said.
An estimated 25,000 people, including about 3,000 children, took shelter in the city's subway stations as air raid sirens wailed for about three hours, officials said.
Survivors, some in tears as emergency workers treated them in the streets, recounted narrowly escaping from their homes after being jolted awake by loud bangs at around 5 a.m.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Russia fires 31 missiles at Kyiv in the first attack in weeks but Ukraine intercepts them all.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a Russian missile attack on Kyiv.

    

Raisa Kozenko, a 71-year-old whose apartment lost its doors and windows in the blast, said her son jumped out of bed just in time. "He was covered in blood, in the rubble," she said, trembling from shock. "And all I can say is ... the apartment is completely destroyed."

    


Russia has attacked civilian areas since the war started in February 2022 in an apparent effort to demoralize Ukrainians and break their will to fight. But the attack Thursday hardened Kozenko's will to prevail.




"I believe in our victory. We will prevail no matter what," she told The Associated Press.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia launched two ballistic missiles and 29 cruise missiles against the capital, and they arrived at roughly the same time from different directions, Ukrainian authorities said. The attack occurred hours after a visit to Kyiv by President Joe Biden's top foreign policy adviser, Jake Sullivan.
Kyiv has better air defenses than most other Ukrainian cities and regions, including sophisticated systems provided by Western allies. The missile interception rate is frequently high, rendering Russian attacks on the capital significantly less successful than early on in the war. Other places, including the port city of Odesa, are more vulnerable and have sustained heavy damage from Russian missiles.

    


Ukrainian officials warn that their resources are stretched thin and that they need considerably more Western weapons if they are to keep fighting Russia's invasion.
The heavy attack on Kyiv came a day after Russian President Vladimir Putin threatened to "respond in kind" to recent Ukrainian aerial attacks on the Russian border region of Belgorod, which have embarrassed the Kremlin and which Russian officials say have killed civilians. 
At a Wednesday event at the Kremlin, Putin said Russia "can respond in the same way regarding civilian infrastructure and all other objects of this kind that the enemy attacks. We have our own views on this matter and our own plans. We will follow what we have outlined."
Five people were injured in an attack Thursday on the Belgorod region that damaged homes and a sports stadium, Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said. Russia's Ministry of Defense said it stopped 10 rockets over the region.
In Kyiv, an 11-year-old girl and a 38-year-old man who were injured in Thursday's attack were hospitalized, the city administration said. Eight other people suffered light injuries, according to Mayor Vitali Klitschko.

    


Ukraine's Emergency Service said about 80 people were evacuated from their homes. 
Falling wreckage from the intercepted missiles set fire to at least one apartment building, burned parked cars and left craters in streets and a small park. Some streets were littered with debris, including glass from shattered windows.
Mariia Margulis, 31, said a decision to stay in the hallway throughout the attack saved her family.
"The blast wave blew out all the windows on the side where everything happened," she said. "My mom was supposed to sleep in that room, but I asked her to move to the corridor in time, which saved us."
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged the country's Western partners to send more air defense systems so they can be distributed to other parts of the country where missile strikes have become more common.

    


"Every day, every night such ... terror happens," he said on Telegram after Thursday's attack. "World unity is capable to stop it by helping us with more air defense systems."
Zelenskyy said Russia doesn't have missiles that can evade U.S.-made Patriots and other advanced air defense weapons.
European Union leaders were considering new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine at a summit in Brussels on Thursday.
Russia has largely turned its attention to other Ukrainian cities, targeting them with drones and ballistic missiles.
On Wednesday, Russian ballistic missiles killed five people and injured nine in the eastern Kharkiv region.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-kyiv-missiles-384e883b85c1e0689a3165830ca440c9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US surgeons transplant a gene-edited pig kidney into a patient for the first time

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Melissa Mattola-Kiatos,, RN, Nursing Practice Specialist, removes the pig kidney from its box to prepare for transplantationat Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Melissa Mattola-Kiatos,, RN, Nursing Practice Specialist, removes the pig kidney from its box to prepare for transplantationat Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Massachusetts General Hospital transplant surgeons Dr. Nahel Elias, left, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai perform the surgery of a transplanted genetically modified pig kidney into a living human, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass.(Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Massachusetts General Hospital transplant surgeons Dr. Nahel Elias, left, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai perform the surgery of a transplanted genetically modified pig kidney into a living human, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass.(Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pig kidney sits on ice, awaiting transplantation into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | A pig kidney sits on ice, awaiting transplantation into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)
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[image: Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)
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[image: Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)
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[image: A pig kidney sits on ice, awaiting transplantation into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | A pig kidney sits on ice, awaiting transplantation into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)
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[image: Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Surgeons perform the world's first genetically modified pig kidney transplant into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)
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[image: FILE - A patient arrives at the Massachusetts General Hospital emergency entrance, Friday, April 3, 2020, in Boston. Doctors in Boston say they have transplanted a genetically modified pig kidney into a 62-year-old patient. Massachusetts General Hospital said Thursday, March 21, 2024, it's the first time a pig kidney has been transplanted into a living person. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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    [image: Melissa Mattola-Kiatos,, RN, Nursing Practice Specialist, removes the pig kidney from its box to prepare for transplantationat Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]
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[image: Massachusetts General Hospital transplant surgeons Dr. Nahel Elias, left, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai perform the surgery of a transplanted genetically modified pig kidney into a living human, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass.(Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Massachusetts General Hospital transplant surgeons Dr. Nahel Elias, left, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai perform the surgery of a transplanted genetically modified pig kidney into a living human, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass.(Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10
Massachusetts General Hospital transplant surgeons Dr. Nahel Elias, left, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai perform the surgery of a transplanted genetically modified pig kidney into a living human, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass.(Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pig kidney sits on ice, awaiting transplantation into a living human at Massachusetts General Hospital, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Boston, Mass. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A patient arrives at the Massachusetts General Hospital emergency entrance, Friday, April 3, 2020, in Boston. Doctors in Boston say they have transplanted a genetically modified pig kidney into a 62-year-old patient. Massachusetts General Hospital said Thursday, March 21, 2024, it's the first time a pig kidney has been transplanted into a living person. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Doctors in Boston have transplanted a pig kidney into a 62-year-old patient, the latest experiment in the quest to use animal organs in humans. 
Massachusetts General Hospital said Thursday that it's the first time a genetically modified pig kidney has been transplanted into a living person. Previously, pig kidneys have been temporarily transplanted into brain-dead donors. Also, two men received heart transplants from pigs, although both died within months.
The patient, Richard "Rick" Slayman of Weymouth, Massachusetts, is recovering well from the surgery last Saturday and is expected to be discharged soon, doctors said Thursday. 
Dr. Tatsuo Kawai, the transplant surgeon, said the team believes the pig kidney will work for at least two years. If it fails, Slayman could go back on dialysis, said kidney specialist Dr. Winfred Williams. He noted that unlike the pig heart recipients who were very sick, Slayman is "actually quite robust," 

    


Slayman had a kidney transplant at the hospital in 2018, but had to go back on dialysis last year when it showed signs of failure. When dialysis complications arose requiring frequent procedures, his doctors suggested a pig kidney transplant, he said in a statement released by the hospital.




"I saw it not only as a way to help me, but a way to provide hope for the thousands of people who need a transplant to survive," said Slayman, a systems manager for the Massachusetts Department of Transportation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The transplant surgery took four hours, with 15 people in the operating room who cheered when the kidney started making urine, doctors said at a news conference.
Dr. Parsia Vagefi, chief of surgical transplantation at UT Southwestern Medical Center, called the announcement "a big step forward." But echoing the Boston doctors, he said studies involving more patients at different medical centers would be needed for it to become more commonly available.

    


The experiment marks the latest development in xenotransplantation, the term for efforts to try to heal human patients with cells, tissues, or organs from animals. For decades, it didn't work -- the human immune system immediately destroyed foreign animal tissue. More recent attempts have involved pigs that have been modified so their organs are more humanlike -- increasing hope that they might one day help fill a shortage of donated organs. 
More than 100,000 people are on the national waiting list for a transplant, most of them kidney patients, and thousands die every year before their turn comes.
Pigs have long been used in human medicine, including pig skin grafts and implantation of pig heart valves. But transplanting entire organs is much more complex than using highly processed tissue. The kidney implanted in Slayman was provided by eGenesis of Cambridge, Massachusetts. The pig was genetically edited to remove harmful pig genes and add certain human genes to improve its compatibility with humans.
Slayman's case was challenging, doctors said. Even before his first transplant, he had trouble being on dialysis and needed dozens of procedures to try to remove clots and restore blood flow. He became "increasingly despondent and depressed over his dialysis situation. At one point ... he literally said 'I just can't go on like this,'" said his kidney doctor, Williams.

    


The Food and Drug Administration gave special permission for Slayman's transplant under "compassionate use" rules. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pig-kidney-transplant-boston-c7fb54b1b1f1ece3b41b85f105fe4b98
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Former Mississippi deputy gets more than 27 years in prison for racist torture of 2 Black men

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Two former Mississippi deputies wept in court Wednesday as a federal judge sentenced them to years in prison and condemned their cruelty for breaking into a home with four other white officers and torturing two Black men. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: FILE - This combination of photos shows, from top left, former Rankin County sheriff's deputies Hunter Elward, Christian Dedmon, Brett McAlpin, Jeffrey Middleton, Daniel Opdyke and former Richland police officer Joshua Hartfield appearing at the Rankin County Circuit Court in Brandon, Miss., Aug. 14, 2023. Two Black men who were tortured for hours by the six Mississippi law enforcement officers in 2023 called Monday, March 18, 2024, for a federal judge to impose the strictest possible penalties at their sentencings this week. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, left, and Eddie Terrell Parker walk toward the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, for sentencing on the fifth of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on them in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and their sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A few protest signs line the handicapped walkway at the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024. Federal sentencing continues with the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on them in 2023. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Civil co-counsel Malik Shabazz, left, speaks with reporters, accompanied by Eddie Terrell Parker and his aunt Linda Rawls, second from left, Mary Jenkins and her son Michael Corey Jenkins, outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mary Jenkins and her son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, listen as civil co-counsel Malik Shabazz, left, speaks with reporters outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Michael Corey Parker and his friend Eddie Terrell Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Mary Jenkins and her son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, listen as civil co-counsel Malik Shabazz, left, speaks with reporters outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Michael Corey Parker and his friend Eddie Terrell Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10
Mary Jenkins and her son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, listen as civil co-counsel Malik Shabazz, left, speaks with reporters outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Michael Corey Parker and his friend Eddie Terrell Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eddie Terrell Parker speaks with reporters outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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Eddie Terrell Parker speaks with reporters outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, following the sentencing of former Rankin County deputy Brett McAlpin to more than 27 years in federal prison for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins last year. McAlpin is the fifth of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers to be sentenced in federal court since Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Eddie Terrell Parker and his aunt Linda Rawls listen as their civil attorney Malik Shabazz, unseen, speaks about the over 27 years in federal prison sentence given former Rankin County sheriff's deputy Brett McAlpin for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins last year. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Civil co-counsel Trent Walker for Michael Corey Jenkins and Eddie Terrell Parker, greets photographers as he enters the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Thursday, March 21, 2024, for federal sentencing on the fifth of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on Parker and Jenkins in 2023. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Eddie Terrell Parker and his aunt Linda Rawls express their joy at the 40-year prison sentence given to former Rankin County sheriff's deputy Christian Dedmon by a federal judge, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. Dedmon was sentenced for his part in the racist torture of Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins by a group of white officers who called themselves the ]
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A high-ranking former sheriff's deputy in Mississippi -- one who was often seen as a father figure by younger officers -- was sentenced to more than 27 years Thursday for breaking into a home with a group of law enforcement officers as they tortured two Black men, an act the judge called "egregious and despicable."
Former deputy Brett McAlpin, 53, was the fifth former law enforcement officer sentenced this week by U.S. District Judge Tom Lee after pleading guilty to the attack, which involved beatings, repeated uses of stun guns and assaults with a sex toy before one of the victims was shot in the mouth. The sixth and final member of the group, 32-year-old former Richland police officer Joshua Hartfield, is set to be sentenced Thursday afternoon.
McAlpin on Thursday wore a jumpsuit turned inside out to conceal the name of the jail where he is detained, and he nodded to his family in the courtroom. He offered an apology before the judge sentenced him.

    


"This was all wrong, very wrong. It's not how people should treat each other and even more so, it's not how law enforcement should treat people," said McAlpin, who did not look at the victims as he spoke. "I'm really sorry for being a part of something that made law enforcement look so bad."




Lee sentenced Christian Dedmon, 29, to 40 years and Daniel Opdyke, 28, to 17.5 years on Wednesday. He gave about 20 years to Hunter Elward, 31, and 17.5 years to Jeffrey Middleton, 46, on Tuesday. All but Hartfield served with the Rankin County Sheriff's Office outside Mississippi's capital city, where some called themselves "The Goon Squad."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McAlpin was the fourth highest-ranking officer at the Rankin County Sheriff's Office, a probation officer said in court. Arguing for a lengthy sentence, federal prosecutor Christopher Perras said McAlpin was not technically a member of the Goon Squad but "molded the men into the goons they became."

    


Parker told investigators that McAlpin, who was off duty and not in uniform during the attack, functioned like a "mafia don" as he instructed the officers throughout the evening. Prosecutors said other deputies often tried to impress McAlpin, and Opdyke's attorney said Wednesday that his client saw McAlpin as a father figure.
The younger deputies who were already sentenced tried to wrap their heads around how they had started off "wanting to be good law enforcement officers and turned into monsters," Perras said Thursday. 
"How did these deputies learn to treat another human being this way? Your honor, the answer is sitting right there," Perras said as he turned and pointed at McAlpin.
In March 2023, months before federal prosecutors announced charges in August, an investigation by The Associated Press linked some of the deputies to at least four violent encounters with Black men since 2019 that left two dead and another with lasting injuries.
The officers invented false charges against the victims, planting a gun and drugs at the scene of their crime, and stuck to their cover story for months until finally admitting that they tortured Michael Corey Jenkins and Eddie Terrell Parker. Elward admitted to shoving a gun into Jenkins' mouth and firing it in what federal prosecutors said was meant to be a "mock execution."

    


In a statement read by his attorney Thursday, Jenkins said he "felt like a slave" and was "left to die like a dog."
"If those who are in charge of the Rankin County Sheriff's Office can participate in these kinds of torture, God help us all. And God help Rankin County," Jenkins said.
For each of the deputies sentenced so far, Lee has handed down prison terms near the top of the sentencing guidelines.
The terror began Jan. 24, 2023, with a racist call for extrajudicial violence when a white person complained to McAlpin that two Black men were staying with a white woman at a house in Braxton. McAlpin told Dedmon, who texted a group of white deputies asking if they were "available for a mission." 
"No bad mugshots," Dedmon texted -- a green light, according to prosecutors, to use excessive force on parts of the body that wouldn't appear in a booking photo. 

    


Dedmon also brought Hartfield, who was instructed to cover the back door of the property during their illegal entry. 
Once inside, the officers mocked the victims with racial slurs and shocked them with stun guns. They handcuffed them and poured milk, alcohol and chocolate syrup over their faces. Dedmon and Opdyke assaulted them with a sex toy. They forced them to strip naked and shower together to conceal the mess.
After Elward shot Jenkins in the mouth, lacerating his tongue and breaking his jaw, they devised a coverup. The deputies agreed to plant drugs, and false charges stood against Jenkins and Parker for months. 
McAlpin and Middleton, the oldest men of the group, threatened to kill the other officers if they spoke up, prosecutors said. In court Thursday, McAlpin's attorney Aafram Sellers said only Middleton threatened to kill the other officers.

    


Sellers also questioned probation officer Allie Whitten on the stand about details submitted to the judge. When federal investigators interviewed the neighbor who called McAlpin, that person reported seeing "trashy" people at the house who were both white and Black, Sellers said. That called into question whether the episode started on the basis of race, he argued.
Federal prosecutors said the neighbor referred to people at the home as "those people" and "thugs." The information included in the charging documents, which the officers did not dispute when they pleaded guilty, revealed some of them used racial taunts and epithets throughout the episode. 
The majority-white Rankin County is just east of Jackson, home to one of the highest percentages of Black residents of any major U.S. city. The officers shouted at Jenkins and Parker to "stay out of Rankin County and go back to Jackson or 'their side' of the Pearl River," court documents say.
Attorneys for several of the deputies said their clients became ensnared in a culture of corruption that was not only permitted, but encouraged by leaders within the sheriff's office.
Rankin County Sheriff Bryan Bailey, who took office in 2012, revealed no details about his deputies' actions when he announced they had been fired last June. After they pleaded guilty in August, Bailey said the officers had gone rogue and promised changes. Jenkins and Parker called for his resignation and filed a $400 million civil lawsuit against the department. Last November, Bailey was reelected without opposition to another four-year term.
___
Michael Goldberg is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow him at @mikergoldberg.
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Reddit, the self-anointed 'front page of the internet,' soars in Wall Street debut

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor, prior to Reddit IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor, prior to Reddit IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor, prior to Reddit IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor, prior to Reddit IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Reddit mascot Snoo rings the New York Stock Exchange opening bell, prior to the company's IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: FILE - The Reddit app icon is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. Reddit is due to begin trading on the New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Reddit logo is displayed on a mobile device in New York, June 29, 2020. Reddit, that vast, lively and sometimes borderline shambolic repository of internet discussion, said Monday, March 11, 2024, that its pending initial public offering may be worth almost three quarters of a billion dollars. (AP Photo/Tali Arbel, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Reddit soared in its Wall Street debut as investors pushed the value of the company close to $9 billion seconds after it began trading on the New York Stock Exchange.
Reddit, which priced its IPO at $34 a share, debuted Thursday afternoon at $47 a share. The going price soon climbed even higher, but still oscillated some. As of around 2:30 p.m. ET, shares for the self-anointed "front page of the internet" were up more than 40%.
The IPO will test the quirky company's ability to overcome a nearly 20-year history colored by uninterrupted losses, management turmoil and user backlashes to build a sustainable business.
Reddit's high open on the public market was no surprise to some industry experts.
"The supply is pretty limited and there's strong demand, so my sense is that this is going to be a hot IPO," Reena Aggarwal, director of Georgetown University's Psaros Center for Financial Markets and Policy, said ahead of Reddit's trading Thursday -- while also pointing to bullish market conditions overall.

    


Still, she also anticipated Reddit's IPO to be volatile. Even with a sizeable "pop" right out of the gate, it's possible that some might sell their shares to reap gains soon after -- potentially causing prices to drift.




The interest surrounding Reddit stems largely from a large audience that religiously visits the service to discuss a potpourri of subjects that range from silly memes to existential worries, as well as get recommendations from like-minded people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 76 million users checked into one of Reddit's roughly 100,000 communities in December, according to the regulatory disclosures required before the San Francisco company goes public. Reddit set aside up to 1.76 million of 15.3 million shares being offered in the IPO for users of its service. 
Per the usual IPO custom, the remaining shares are expected to be bought primarily by mutual funds and other institutional investors betting Reddit is ready for prime time in finance. 

    


Reddit's moneymaking potential also has attracted some prominent supporters, including OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, who accumulated a stake as an early investor that has made him one of the company's biggest shareholders. Altman owns 12.2 million shares of Reddit stock, according to the company's IPO disclosures.
By the tech industry's standards, Reddit remains extraordinarily small for a company that has been around as long as it has. Thursday's opening debut valuation of $9 billion, for example, is still far below the $1.2 trillion market value boasted by Meta Platforms -- whose biggest social media service Facebook was started just 18 months earlier than Reddit.
Reddit has never profited from its broad reach while piling up cumulative losses of $717 million. That number has swollen from cumulative losses of $467 million in December 2021 when the company first filed papers to go public before aborting that attempt.
In the recent documents filed for its revived IPO, Reddit attributed the losses to a fairly recent focus on finding new ways to boost revenue. 

    


Not long after it was born, Reddit was sold to magazine publisher Conde Nast for $10 million in deal that meant the company didn't need to run as a standalone business. Even after Conde Nast parent Advance Magazine Publishers spun off Reddit in 2011, the company said in its IPO filing that it didn't begin to focus on generating revenue until 2018. 
Those efforts, mostly centered around selling ads, have helped the social platform increase its annual revenue from $229 million in 2020 to $804 million last year. But the San Francisco-based company also posted combined losses of $436 million from 2020 through 2023.
Reddit outlined a strategy in its filing calling for even more ad sales on a service that it believes companies will be a powerful marketing magnet because so many people search for product recommendations there.
The company also is hoping to bring in more money by licensing access to its content in deals similar to the $60 million that Google recently struck to help train its artificial intelligence models. That ambition, though, faced an almost immediate challenge when the U.S. Federal Trade Commission opened an inquiry into the arrangement. 

    


Since Thursday just marks Reddit's first day on the public market, Aggarwal stresses that the first key measure of success will boil down to the company's next earnings call.
"As a public company now they have to report a lot more ... in the next earnings release," she said. "I'm sure the market will watch that carefully."
Reddit also experienced tumultuous bouts of instability in leadership that may scare off prospective investors. Company co-founders Steve Huffman and Alexis Ohanian -- also the husband of tennis superstar Serena Williams -- both left Reddit in 2009 while Conde Nast was still in control, only to return years later.

    


Huffman, 40, is now CEO. Although his founder's letter leading up to this IPO didn't mention it, Huffman touched upon the company's past turmoil in another missive included in a December 2021 filing attempt that was subsequently canceled.
"We lived these challenges publicly and have the scars, learnings, and policy updates to prove it," Huffman then wrote. "Our history influences our future. There will undoubtedly be more challenges to come."
___________________
Liedtke reported from San Francisco.
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A Palestinian boy is shot dead after he lit a firework. Israel's use of deadly force is scrutinized

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rawiya Halhouli holds a photo of her slain son Rami Halhouli, in their house in Shuafat refugee camp in east Jerusalem, Sunday, March 17, 2024. Halhouli, 12, was fatally by an Israeli police officer while launching a firework on March 12. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: Ali Halhouli and two relatives visit the site where his son Rami Halhouli, 12, was fatally shot by an Israeli police officer while launching a firework last week in Shuafat refugee camp in east Jerusalem, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: Ali Halhouli sits next to a photo of his slain son Rami Halhouli, in their house in Shuafat refugee camp in east Jerusalem, Sunday, March 17, 2024. Halhouli, 12, was shot by an Israeli police officer while launching a firework in the refugee camp on March 12. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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        A Palestinian boy is shot dead after he lit a firework. Israel's use of deadly force is scrutinized
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A 12-year-old boy in east Jerusalem lights the fuse of a long firework and hoists it in the air. Then, just before it explodes and illuminates the night sky with a burst of red, he is shot in the chest by Israeli police and falls to the ground. 
A clip of Rami Halhouli's final moments last week has been circulating on social media for days. Human rights activists say it shines a light on the surge of Palestinians -- including dozens of children -- who have been killed without justification by Israeli forces since Oct. 7.
Halhouli's family says the boy was struck by a bullet fired from the direction of an Israeli police watchtower looking over the Shuafat refugee camp. Halhouli, his brother and four friends, the family says, were lighting fireworks to celebrate the end of another day of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month marked by dawn-to-dusk fasting.

    


Israeli police say the officer who fired the shot acted appropriately, citing regulations that permit shooting someone who is aiming a firework at another person in a life-threatening way. The Israeli government says the shooting is under investigation.
Ali Halhouli, the boys father, was at home when he heard the gunshot -- and then his son crying out for his mother. "When I rushed out of here I saw him lying on his face," he said. 
Violence across east Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank has spiked since Oct. 7, when Hamas militants staged a surprise attack on southern Israel and sparked a brutal war in the Gaza Strip.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At least 435 Palestinians from east Jerusalem and the West Bank have been killed by Israeli fire since then, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. Many have been shot dead in armed clashes, others for throwing stones at troops. Some appear to have posed no apparent threat.
Around 100 of these 435 fatalities have been children under 18, according to the Israeli human rights group B'Tselem. In 60 of these cases, the group say there seems to have been no justification for the use of lethal force. These include cases where teens or younger children were hurling rocks or participating in protests.

    


"It's clear there is a trigger-happy attitude among Israeli soldiers and border-police officers, and it affects Palestinian children too," said Sarit Michaeli, a B'Tselem spokeswoman. 
"Regarding the specific case in Shuafat refugee camp," she said, " a young child was not posing any threat to a heavily armed border police officer."




Halhouli, the youngest of seven siblings, was shot at around 8 p.m. last Tuesday outside his home on a garbage-strewn alleyway, his father said. He was roughly 60 meters (200 feet) from the Israeli police watchtower; video of the incident shows Halhouli pointing the firework in the rough direction of the watchtower, but not directly at it.
The police acknowledged the fatal shooting that evening, saying its forces returned fire after fireworks were launched at the watchtower. Throughout the night last Monday and Tuesday, Palestinian protesters from the camp had thrown Molotov cocktails and launched fireworks at Israeli forces, police said.

    


Standing at the spot where the shooting took place, Ibrahim Halhouli, a 16-year-old relative of the slain boy, said they now all steer clear of the alleyway.
"We are scared," he said, looking up at the watchtower. 
Shuafat, home to some 60,000 Palestinians, has long been a flashpoint.
It is a poor, densely packed neighborhood that lacks municipal services despite falling within Jerusalem's city borders. It is the only Palestinian refugee camp in Jerusalem, and a number of militants involved in attacks on Israelis have come from the area. It is segmented from the rest of Jerusalem by a heavily manned checkpoint and Israeli forces regularly raid the camp to arrest suspected militants.
After the shooting, Ali Halhouli said his other sons took the body to a medical center in Shuafat where staff pronounced him dead. In desperation, the family found an ambulance to transport him to Hadassah hospital, one of Israel's largest medical facilities, where doctors said the bullet had struck his heart.

    


"The boy is dead, you brought him dead," Ali Halhouli said, recounting one of the doctor's words. Soon after, a police officer arrived at the ward and said they needed to transfer the body to an Israeli forensic institute for an autopsy.
Ali Halhouli, 61, said he was left in limbo for days, contacted three times by different police officers, each of whom told him his son's corpse would soon be returned.
On one occasion he was told he must keep the funeral to fewer than 40 people or face a fine. Funerals of slain Palestinians often escalate into violent protests. The body was eventually handed back to the family overnight Sunday and buried the next morning, he said.
Makhash, the Israeli Justice Ministry body that investigates police conduct, told the AP that the investigation into the officer who shot the boy is ongoing. 

    


On-duty police officers and soldiers are rarely prosecuted for killing Palestinians. According to Israeli legal rights group Yesh Din, a police officer was last charged of murder in 2021 after shooting dead an unarmed autistic Palestinian in Jerusalem's Old City. The officer was later acquitted in 2023, it said. 
The day after Rami Halhouli died, a provocative, high-ranking Israeli official who oversees the police said the officer who shot him should be commended, not investigated. Itamar Ben Gvir, the ultra-nationalist minister for national security, also called the boy a terrorist, without offering any evidence.
"A 12-year-old boy a terrorist?" Ali Halhouli said, clearly hurt by the remark.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Prosecutors say Donald Trump's hush money trial should start April 15 without further delay

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks after voting in the Florida primary election in Palm Beach, Fla., Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York prosecutors on Thursday urged a judge to start Donald Trump's hush money criminal trial on April 15, saying the defense's calls for further delays or dismissal of the case because of a last-minute evidence dump were a "red herring."
The vast majority of evidence that the Republican former president's lawyers received in recent weeks -- more than 100,000 pages from a previous federal investigation into the matter -- was "entirely immaterial, duplicative or substantially duplicative" of evidence they'd already been given, prosecutors said.
In one batch of 31,000 documents turned over to Trump's lawyers last week, fewer than 270 were relevant to Trump's case and had not previously been disclosed to his lawyers, prosecutors said. Federal prosecutors finished giving evidence to Trump's lawyers last week.
Judge Juan M. Merchan last week postponed the trial's start until mid-April after Trump's lawyers complained that the late arrival of evidence from the federal investigation was hindering their preparations.

    


Trump's criminal trial, the first of a former U.S. president, had been scheduled to begin on Monday. The hush money case is among four criminal indictments against Trump, the Republican Party's presumptive 2024 presidential nominee.




Instead, on Monday, Merchan will hold a hearing to assess "who, if anyone, is at fault" for the late evidence, whether it hurt either side and whether any sanctions are warranted. Trump, who has pleaded not guilty in the case, is expected to attend the hearing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The evidence includes records about Trump's former lawyer-turned-key prosecution witness Michael Cohen, who went to prison as a result of the federal probe.
Trump's lawyers have said some of that evidence appears to be "exculpatory and favorable to the defense." Prosecutors argue it mostly pertains to Cohen's unrelated federal convictions, though that material could come in handy to Trump's lawyers in seeking to undermine Cohen's credibility. 

    


Trump's lawyers want a 90-day delay, but they've also asked Merchan to dismiss the case entirely, alleging the late disclosures amount to prosecutorial misconduct and violate rules governing the sharing of evidence. That sharing process, called discovery, is routine in criminal cases and is intended to help ensure a fair trial.
The Manhattan district attorney's office did not oppose Merchan's 30-day delay but said it would fight the defense's attempts to put the trial off any longer.
Prosecutors said in a court filing Thursday that the Trump legal team's allegations were "wholly unfounded, and the circumstances here do not come close to warranting the extreme sanctions" that are being sought. They said there was no discovery violation because evidence-sharing rules apply only to material in their possession -- not evidence kept by outside parties like the U.S. attorney's office.
Prosecutors contend Trump's lawyers caused the problem by waiting until Jan. 18 to subpoena the U.S. attorney's office for the full case file -- a mere nine weeks before the scheduled start of jury selection. 

    


The defense has also sought to delay the trial until after the Supreme Court rules on Trump's presidential immunity claims, which his lawyers say could apply to some of the allegations and evidence in the hush money case. The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments April 25. 
The hush money case centers on allegations that Trump falsified his company's records to hide the true nature of payments to Cohen, who paid porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000 during the 2016 presidential campaign to suppress her claims of an extramarital sexual encounter with Trump years earlier.
Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records and has denied having a sexual encounter with Daniels. His lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses and not part of any cover-up. 
After a decade of working for Trump, Cohen broke with him in 2018 and soon pleaded guilty to campaign finance violations related to the hush money payments, making false statements on a bank loan application, evading taxes related to his investments in the taxi industry and lying to Congress.

    


Cohen went to prison for about a year before being released to home confinement because of the COVID-19 pandemic. He became an outspoken Trump foe and is poised to be a key prosecution witness against Trump. Trump and his lawyers, meanwhile, contend Cohen is untrustworthy.
In their case against Cohen, federal prosecutors said the hush money payments were made to benefit Trump and occurred with his knowledge -- but they stopped short of accusing Trump of directly committing a crime. 
The Justice Department's Office of Legal Counsel, which provides legal advice and guidance to federal agencies, has maintained that a sitting president cannot be indicted. Federal prosecutors didn't revive their investigation once Trump left the White House after losing the 2020 election to Democrat Joe Biden.
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The UN adopts a resolution backing efforts to ensure artificial intelligence is safe
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The General Assembly approved the first United Nations resolution on artificial intelligence Thursday, giving global support to an international effort to ensure the powerful new technology benefits all nations, respects human rights and is "safe, secure and trustworthy."
The resolution, sponsored by the United States and co-sponsored by 123 countries, was adopted by consensus with a bang of the gavel and without a vote, meaning it has the support of all 193 U.N. member nations.
U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said earlier this month that adoption of the resolution would be a "historic step forward" in fostering the safe use of AI.
The resolution "would represent global support for a baseline set of principles for the development and use of AI and would lay out a path to leverage AI systems for good while managing the risks," he said in a statement to The Associated Press.

    


The United States worked with more than 120 countries -- including Russia, China and Cuba -- over several months to negotiate the text, senior U.S. officials said.
"In a moment in which the world is seen to be agreeing on little, perhaps the most quietly radical aspect of this resolution is the wide consensus forged in the name of advancing progress," U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield told the assembly just before the vote.




"The United Nations and artificial intelligence are contemporaries, both born in the years following the Second World War," she said. "The two have grown and evolved in parallel. Today, as the U.N. and AI finally intersect we have the opportunity and the responsibility to choose as one united global community to govern this technology rather than let it govern us. "

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the vote, ambassadors from the Bahamas, Japan, the Netherlands, Morocco, Singapore and the United Kingdom joined the U.S. ambassador at a news conference to support the resolution as an important step for all nations.

    


The resolution aims to close the digital divide between rich developed countries and poorer developing countries and make sure they are all at the table in discussions on AI. It also aims to make sure that developing countries have the technology and capabilities to take advantage of AI's benefits, including detecting diseases, predicting floods, helping farmers, and training the next generation of workers.
The resolution recognizes the rapid acceleration of AI development and use and stresses "the urgency of achieving global consensus on safe, secure and trustworthy artificial intelligence systems."
It also recognizes that "the governance of artificial intelligence systems is an evolving area" that needs further discussions on possible governance approaches.
Big tech companies generally have supported the need to regulate AI, while lobbying to ensure any rules work in their favor. 
European Union lawmakers gave final approval March 13 to the world's first comprehensive AI rules, which are on track to take effect by May or June after a few final formalities.

    


Countries around the world, including the U.S. and China, and the Group of 20 major industrialized nations are also moving to draw up AI regulations. The U.N. resolution takes note of other U.N. efforts including by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the International Telecommunication Union to ensure that AI is used to benefit the world.
Sullivan told AP the United States turned to the General Assembly "to have a truly global conversation on how to manage the implications of the fast-advancing technology of AI."
The resolution encourages all countries, regional and international organizations, tech communities, civil society, the media, academia, research institutions and individuals "to develop and support regulatory and governance approaches and frameworks" for safe AI systems.
It warns against "improper or malicious design, development, deployment and use of artificial intelligence systems, such as without adequate safeguards or in a manner inconsistent with international law."

    


A key goal, according to the resolution, is to use AI to help spur progress toward achieving the U.N.'s badly lagging development goals for 2030, including ending global hunger and poverty, improving health worldwide, ensuring quality secondary education for all children and achieving gender equality.
The resolution calls on the 193 U.N. member states and others to assist developing countries to access the benefits of digital transformation and safe AI systems. It "emphasizes that human rights and fundamental freedoms must be respected, protected and promoted through the life cycle of artificial intelligence systems."
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Ohtani's interpreter is fired by Dodgers after allegations of 'massive theft' from Japanese star

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, chats with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during an exhibition baseball game between Team Korea and the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani's interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani's interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara sit in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara sit in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, attend at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, attend at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: ARCHIVO - Foto del 14 de diciembre del 2023, el jugador de los Dodgers de Los Angeles Shohei Ohtani y su interprete Ippei Mizuhara responden preguntas durante la conferencia de prensa. El miercoles 20 de marzo del 2024, despiden a Mizhurana por acusaciones de apuestas ilegales y robo. (AP Foto/Ashley Landis, Archivo)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs to first as he lines out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs to first as he lines out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Will Ireton during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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        Ohtani's interpreter is fired by Dodgers after allegations of 'massive theft' from Japanese star

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, chats with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during an exhibition baseball game between Team Korea and the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers' designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, chats with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during an exhibition baseball game between Team Korea and the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers' designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, chats with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during an exhibition baseball game between Team Korea and the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani's interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani's interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani's interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara sit in the dugout during an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, attend at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, attend at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, attend at a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: ARCHIVO - Foto del 14 de diciembre del 2023, el jugador de los Dodgers de Los Angeles Shohei Ohtani y su interprete Ippei Mizuhara responden preguntas durante la conferencia de prensa. El miercoles 20 de marzo del 2024, despiden a Mizhurana por acusaciones de apuestas ilegales y robo. (AP Foto/Ashley Landis, Archivo)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs to first as he lines out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs to first as he lines out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs to first as he lines out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Will Ireton during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Will Ireton during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea. (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani's interpreter and close friend was fired by the Los Angeles Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star.
Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, 39, was let go from the team Wednesday following reports from the Los Angeles Times and ESPN about his alleged ties to an illegal bookmaker and debts well over $1 million. The team is in Seoul this week as Ohtani makes his Dodgers debut, and Mizuhara was in Los Angeles' dugout during its season-opening win over San Diego.
"In the course of responding to recent media inquiries, we discovered that Shohei has been the victim of a massive theft and we are turning the matter over to the authorities," law firm Berk Brettler LLP said in a statement Wednesday.
Sports gambling is illegal in California, even as 38 states and the District of Columbia allow some form of it.





    


Mizuhara is a familiar face to baseball fans as Ohtani's constant companion, interpreting for him with the media and at other appearances since Ohtani came to the U.S. in 2017. He even served as Ohtani's catcher during the Home Run Derby at the 2021 All-Star Game. When Ohtani left the Los Angeles Angels to sign a $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodgers in December, the club also hired Mizuhara. 
The Dodgers said in a statement they were "aware of media reports and are gathering information. 
"The team can confirm that interpreter Ippei Mizuhara has been terminated," the statement said. "The team has no further comment at this time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ohtani was in the lineup for the second game of the series Thursday, hitting a single in the first inning as the Dodgers' designated hitter. The Dodgers lost 15-11.
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts confirmed Mizuhara had a meeting with the team on Wednesday but declined to elaborate. He said he did not know Mizuhara's whereabouts and said a different interpreter was being used.
"Anything with that meeting, I can't comment," Roberts said, adding that "Shohei's ready. I know that he's preparing."

    


Will Ireton, the Dodgers' manager of performance operations, went to the mound in the first inning to translate for pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto. Ireton was Kenta Maeda's translator with the team from 2016-18.
Security at the Gocheok Sky Dome was stepped up Thursday, with police and dogs checking the hallways hours before the game started. 
The Ohtani-interpreter news came a day after a reported bomb threat against Ohtani. Police said they found no explosives.
On Tuesday, Mizuhara told ESPN his bets were on international soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football. MLB rules prohibit players and team employees from wagering -- even legally on baseball -- and also ban betting on other sports with illegal or offshore bookmakers.
"I never bet on baseball," Mizuhara told ESPN. "That's 100%. I knew that rule ... We have a meeting about that in spring training."
The Associated Press could not immediately reach Mizuhara for comment Wednesday.
Ohtani's stardom has spread worldwide, even as the two-way player has remained largely media-shy. The news of his recent marriage to Mamiko Tanaka shocked fans from Japan to the U.S. While he underwent surgery on his right elbow last September and will not pitch this season, he will be used as a DH and there is a possibility he will play in the field. He went 2 for 5 with an RBI in his Dodgers debut.

    


Mizuhara was seen regularly chatting with Ohtani during Wednesday's game, seemingly discussing his plate appearances over a tablet computer.
Mizuhara was born in Japan and moved to the Los Angeles area in 1991 so his father could work as a chef. He attended Diamond Bar High School in eastern Los Angeles County and graduated from the University of California, Riverside, in 2007.
After college, Mizuhara was hired by the Boston Red Sox as an interpreter for Japanese pitcher Hideki Okajima. In 2013, he returned to Japan to translate for English-speaking players on the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters. That's where he first met Ohtani, who joined the team that same year.
After Ohtani signed with the Angels in 2017, the team hired Mizuhara to work as his personal interpreter. ESPN said Mizuhara told the outlet this week he has been paid between $300,000 and $500,000 annually.

    



ESPN said it spoke to Mizuhara on Tuesday night, at which point the interpreter said Ohtani had paid his gambling debts at Mizuhara's request. After the statement from Ohtani's attorneys saying the player was a victim of theft, ESPN says Mizuhara changed his story Wednesday and claimed Ohtani had no knowledge of the gambling debts and had not transferred any money to bookmakers.
Mizuhara said he incurred more than $1 million in debt by the end of 2022 and his losses increased from there.
"I'm terrible (at gambling). Never going to do it again. Never won any money," Mizuhara said. "I mean, I dug myself a hole and it kept on getting bigger, and it meant I had to bet bigger to get out of it and just kept on losing. It's like a snowball effect."

    


It would be the biggest gambling scandal for baseball since Pete Rose agreed to a lifetime ban in 1989 after an investigation for MLB by lawyer John Dowd found Rose placed numerous bets on the Cincinnati Reds to win from 1985-87 while playing for and managing the team.
The MLB gambling policy is, posted in every locker room. Betting on baseball is punishable with a one-year ban from the sport. The penalty for betting on other sports illegally is at the commissioner's discretion.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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AP finds grueling conditions in Indian shrimp industry that report calls 'dangerous and abusive'

            
    




            

                            

                            

                            
                                By MARTHA MENDOZA, MAHESH KUMAR and PIYUSH NAGPAL

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Noriko Kuwabara was excited to try a new recipe she'd seen on social media for crispy shrimp spring rolls, so she and her husband headed to Costco's frozen foods aisle. But when she grabbed a bag of farm-raised shrimp from the freezer and saw "Product of India," she wrinkled her nose.
"I actually try to avoid shrimp from India," said Kuwabara, an artist. "I hear some bad things about how it's grown there."
She sighed and tossed the bag in her cart anyway.
Kuwabara's dilemma is one an increasing number of American consumers face: With shrimp the leading seafood eaten in the United States, the largest supplier in this country is India, where the industry struggles with labor and environmental problems.
The Associated Press traveled in February to the state of Andhra Pradesh in southeast India to document working conditions in the booming industry, after obtaining an advance copy of an investigation released Wednesday by the Chicago-based Corporate Accountability Lab, a human rights legal group, that found workers face "dangerous and abusive conditions."
AP journalists obtained access to shrimp hatcheries, growing ponds, peeling sheds and warehouses, and interviewed workers, supervisors and union organizers.
India became America's leading shrimp supplier, accounting for about 40% of the shrimp consumed in the U.S., in part because media reports including an AP investigation exposed modern day slavery in the Thai seafood industry. AP's 2015 reporting led to the freedom of some 2,000 enslaved fishermen and prompted calls for bans of Thai shrimp, which had been dominating the market. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In India, residents told the AP newly dug hatcheries and ponds had contaminated neighboring communities' water and soil, making it nearly impossible to grow crops, especially rice they depend on for food.
From the ponds, trucks hauled the shrimp to peeling sheds. In one shed, dozens of women, some barefoot, stood on narrow wooden benches enduring 10-hour shifts peeling shrimp covered in crushed ice. Barehanded or wearing filthy, torn gloves, the women twisted off the heads, pulled off the legs and pried off the shells, making it possible for American cooks to simply tear open a bag and toss the shrimp in a skillet.
From India, the shrimp travels by the ton, frozen in shipping containers, to the U.S., more than 8,000 miles away. It is nearly impossible to tell where a specific shrimp ends up, and whether a U.S.-bound shipment has a connection to abusive labor practices. And Indian shrimp is regularly sold in major U.S. stores such as Walmart, Target and Sam's Club and supermarkets like Kroger and Safeway. 
The major corporations that responded to AP's queries said they deplore human rights violations and environmental damage and would investigate.
"If we learn that serious issues may be present in a supplier facility, whether through allegations made or audits, we deploy Walmart investigators to gather facts through on-site visits to facilities or through other means," Walmart, the world's largest retailer, said in a statement. "As such, we are looking into the allegations raised by the Associated Press."
Pradeep Sivaraman, secretary of India's Marine Products Export Development Authority, a government agency, traveled to the U.S. this month to represent his country's shrimp industry on the bustling floor of the Seafood Expo North America in Boston. A chef at India's booth sauteed a sizzling shrimp curry in front of a case filled with frozen shrimp.
Before ending a brief interview, Sivaraman said India is committed to providing quality shrimp to U.S. buyers. He refused to answer questions about labor and environmental problems.
--
Erugula Baby, 51, widowed and destitute, sold her gold jewelry -- her only savings -- and then took out loan after loan in her rural Indian village as her son lay dying of liver disease. Her debt topped $8,500 and her son didn't survive. Today she's raising her granddaughters and trying to repay the loans, help her daughter-in-law get an education and, on a good day, eat a small amount of rice. She said she works in brutal conditions, peeling, cutting and grading shrimp in a factory for less than $4 a day, which is $2 less than minimum wage.
"The working conditions are tough," she said, wiping away tears with the corner of her red sari. "Standing for long hours in the cold while peeling and cutting shrimp takes a toll on my body."
Baby and other workers said they pay recruiters about 25 cents a day out of their salaries just to set foot inside the processing shed. Transportation in company buses is also deducted from some workers' salaries, along with the cost of lunch from company canteens. Many workers have no contracts, and no recourse if they are hurt on the job.
Another peeler, Penupothula Ratnam, said she suffers back pain all the time from the arduous work, for which she's paid about $3 a day.
"It's not enough for our living," she said, breaking into tears. Rarely does she get a day off, she said.
Many people in India struggle to survive amid endemic poverty, debt and unemployment. The women AP spoke with said this work, despite the oppressive conditions, is their only chance to avoid starvation. The economic drivers go beyond shrimp, and beyond India, to issues of globalization and Western power.
Desperately poor women told AP they weren't paid overtime as mandated by law, in addition to not being paid India's minimum wage. Some said they were locked inside guarded hostels when they weren't peeling shrimp. The work was unsanitary to the point that workers' hands were infected, and they lacked safety and hygiene protection required under Indian law. And it doesn't meet U.S. legal food safety standards required for all seafood imports.
Dr. Sushmitha Meda, a dermatologist at a nearby government hospital in the city of Kakinada, said she treats four to five shrimp peelers every day. Some have nail fungus, caused by small cracks that allow germs to cause infections. Other women have fingers or even their entire hands darkening with frostbite. Meda said that sometimes she has to amputate.
It's a preventable problem, she said. Cotton gloves covered with latex gloves can protect peelers' hands, but few can afford a $3 box of gloves.
The Corporate Accountability Lab said American importers may never encounter desperate and abused shrimp peelers, because large Indian exporters invite auditors into their own state-of-the-art facilities and use them as a "showcase to foreign buyers."
In contrast, "auditors are unlikely to audit peeling sheds," the report said.
And while the larger corporate processing facilities appear to meet hygiene and labor standards, CAL said, there are hidden abuses at the onsite hostels where shrimp peelers are housed. CAL found workers living in "overcrowded and often unsanitary conditions under the careful surveillance of company guards," only allowed off the premises once a month.
"No one can enter, no one can leave without permission," labor organizer Chekkala Rajkumar, district secretary for the Centre of Indian Trade Unions, told AP about the large facilities in his region. He compared them to British colonial penal colonies. "Anyone talking about the working conditions is kicked out. It's not a worker friendly atmosphere." He said pregnant women sometimes miscarry because of the arduous work. 
---
At one tin-roofed processing shed, AP journalists observed dozens of women working in unsanitary and dangerous conditions. The shrimp, pulled from outdoor ponds in barrels, were swished around by hand in grimy water. Once rinsed, they were dumped onto ice-covered tables, where women stood, peeling them one shrimp at a time. Many handled shrimp with bare hands. Some women had bandages on injured fingers. Some women's long hair dangled into the shrimp.
The shrimp at this facility were later loaded in large plastic crates into a truck with the brand "NEKKANTI" painted in large letters. Managers at the small shed said Nekkanti Sea Foods and other major brands often outsource the labor-intensive peeling and deveining work to keep down costs.
Nekkanti, however, says all its shrimp is processed in a handful of massive company-owned processing facilities approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. A marketing video produced by Nekkanti, which is projecting $150 million in revenues this year, shows shrimp peelers in a spotless room, with shiny tables, and workers wearing gloves, head coverings, face masks, rubber boots and waterproof aprons.
John Ducar, an advisor to the board of Nekkanti Sea Foods, said the company had nothing to do with the peeling shed that AP visited and said their branded truck was there only because it was being leased to another company. He provided a document that said Nekkanti was paid $3,600 for the four-month lease of a truck with the license number the AP observed.
"It appears that you observed the operations of an entirely separate company," he said.
The company named in the document did not respond to a request for comment.
Though Nekkanti had no connection to the shed or the shipment observed by the AP, Ducar said, the company will work to improve conditions at neighboring shrimp sheds and is reconsidering leasing its trucks.
U.S. trade records show Nekkanti shipped more than 726 U.S. tons of farmed shrimp from India to the U.S. in the past year, according to ImportGenius trade data. Records show shipments went to major American seafood distributors including AJC International Inc., Eastern Fish, CenSea, Jetro Cash & Carry Enterprises, King & Prince Seafood, Red Chamber Co. and Rich Products Corp. Those companies, in turn, sell Indian shrimp under popular brand names including Costar, Good & Gather, Great Value and Mrs. Friday's at supermarkets, box stores and restaurants across the U.S.
Importers that responded to requests for comment about possible labor abuses said they would investigate, with some suspending business in the meantime.
"We at Rich Products treat these allegations with the utmost seriousness," said the owners of frozen SeaPak brand shrimp. "We are always fully prepared to investigate any allegations and take decisive corrective measures in response to any substantiated claims."
---
Alongside a busy highway last month, men pulled nets of shrimp from shrimp ponds that had been dug into fields and mangroves, destroying critical ecosystems. Local villagers said the growing industry hasn't just brought abusive working conditions, it's also damaging their environment. 
The massive, murky ponds and their toxic algae, chemicals and sewage have made it impossible to grow crops and poisoned their water, they said. Investigators from CAL say antibiotic use is widespread to control disease outbreaks. Antibiotic use in shrimp farming and other agriculture can lead to rising drug-resistant infections, a growing problem in the U.S.
"Essentially, we feel lost," said Areti Vasu, a farmer who said he was badly beaten and jailed during failed protests that sought to stop the development of a 57-acre shrimp processing and cold storage plant adjacent to his rice fields. "Our lives, our land, our farming pride, fresh air, and clean water - everything is lost. We are destined to live here in disgrace."
Jonnalagaruvu village vice president Koyya Sampath Rao initially helped build the massive facility, ignoring warnings from environmentalists. 
"Sadly their predictions came true," he said. "Our water streams are now polluted, farmland is turning barren, yields are shrinking, and the night air is thick with pollutants."
Official complaints about a lack of environmental impact studies and coastal regulation violations have usually been dismissed by Indian authorities. 
Among the trucks being loaded with the shrimp at a pond in the village was one with a large sign: "Wellcome KingWhite." In the past year Wellcome shipped 3,800 tons of shrimp to the U.S., according to ImportGenius trade data. The records show these include distributors Great American Seafood Co., Pacific Coral Seafood and Ore-Cal. The Great American Seafood Co. says on its website that it sells to dozens of food suppliers and supermarket chains, from Sysco and US Foods to Whole Foods and WinCo Foods. 
Sysco, the nation's largest food distributor, has imported in the past from both Nekkanti and Wellcome. A spokesperson said they stopped doing business with Wellcome in 2022 after the Indian firm "refused to allow us to conduct a required social responsibility audit in their facility." Wellcome did not respond to requests for comment.
The Sysco spokesperson said the company suspended receipt of any products from Nekkanti after AP's query this month, and would immediately begin an investigation. 
Sysco "will continue to hold all its suppliers to the highest standards of labor and human rights," the company said in a statement.
___
Most American consumers say they would rather buy U.S.-produced food. But with only 5% of shrimp sold in the U.S. caught there, shrimp from the U.S. can be harder to locate and considerably more costly.
In the 1970s, the U.S. led the world in shrimp production. Shrimp was considered a delicacy. Diners were served expensive shrimp cocktails with less than a dozen shellfish harvested off the East, West and Gulf coasts.
Over the next two decades, the use of inexpensive shrimp-farming technologies soared in Asia, and imports flooded the market. Today in the U.S., where more than 5 pounds of shrimp per person is eaten per year, consumers expect all-you-can-eat shrimp buffets and $10 frozen bags at their markets.
There are a number of systems failing to prevent shrimp that is produced by forced labor or causes environmental damage from arriving on Americans' dinner tables.
For one, there is plenty of shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico, but U.S. fishing communities have stricter, and more costly, labor and environmental standards than their Asian counterparts. Last year officials in the region sought financial relief, asking for state and federal declarations of a fishery disaster because they cannot compete with cheap imports that make up 95% of the market.
The request is pending. If approved, boat owners typically receive checks for a few thousand dollars, well below their losses. 
"The many small, family-owned commercial shrimping businesses in Louisiana are facing an unprecedented risk of collapse due to the devastating impacts that large volumes of imported shrimp are having on domestic shrimp dockside prices," said then-Gov. John Bel Edwards last fall. 
U.S. Customs and Border protection is responsible for blocking imports of products produced with forced labor, and in recent years has prohibited imports of some cotton from China, gold from Democratic Republic of Congo, and sugar from the Dominican Republic. No products have been prohibited from India.
Eric Choy, executive director of CBP's office of trade, said CBP does investigate allegations of abuse.
"You'd hope that there was a magic button that you can push and then everything created by forced labor is prohibited from entering, but it's a much harder task," he said. "It does require us to follow the trail."
Last year, the FDA refused entry of 51 shrimp shipments citing antibiotics; 37 of those were shrimp exported from India. 
The departments of Labor and Commerce haven't taken significant action, despite U.S. shrimpers' complaints of unfair trade. 
"For too long India has engaged in unfair trade practices causing economic damage to our domestic shrimp industry," said Trey Pearson, president of the American Shrimp Processors Association.
U.S. firms rely on industry organizations and auditors to make sure their shrimp imports are raised and processed in a safe, legal and environmentally responsible way. 
The National Fisheries Institute, America's largest seafood trade association, works with seafood importers to improve working and environmental conditions in shrimp farming. 
"Any labor abuses in the value chain are abhorrent and they need to be addressed immediately," said NFI chief strategy officer Gavin Gibbons. 
The Global Seafood Alliance's Best Aquaculture Practice stamp of approval is on almost all Indian imports, certifying the supply chain meets their high standards. 
"We take these matters very seriously," the organization said in an emailed statement. 
CAL said the Best Aquaculture Practice certifications are often performative. 
"Despite strong standards on paper, implementation is often weak," said the report.
-
Fisherman and author Paul Greenberg said he sees a future where the shrimp Americans eat is neither wild caught nor farmed: it will grow in a lab. He said the science is underway to develop those products, and because shrimp isn't flaky like fish, it should be an easier seafood to produce with living cells.
In the meantime, he's been trying out vegan shrimp, "the shrimp that never died." The texture is good, he said, and the sweetness impressive. 
Human rights advocates say cost-cutting from U.S. supermarkets, restaurants and wholesalers squeeze producers to provide cheaper shrimp without addressing labor and environmental conditions. 
CAL says Indian companies need to pay living wages and abide by labor, health, safety and environmental laws. In addition, the organization says U.S. companies need to ensure that the price they pay for shrimp is enough for Indian exporters to treat workers equitably. And, they say, both the Indian and U.S. governments need to enforce existing laws.
"The presence of widespread labor abuses and environmental destruction in the Indian shrimp sector is undeniable," said Allie Brudney, a CAL senior staff attorney. "U.S. restaurants and grocery stores need to purge these unethical practices from their supply chains." 
Ecologist Marla Valentine, who heads non-profit Oceana's illegal fishing and transparency campaign, said consumers can help.
"You can use your dollar to make a difference," she said. "When this isn't a lucrative business anymore, it will stop."
It has worked in the past, she said. 
"Thailand has been called out for labor abuses many times, particularly regarding shrimp, and we are seeing the seafood industry and the Thai government really try to make some of those changes," she said. "They are answering the market power, so it shows that change can happen."
--
Mendoza reported from San Francisco and Boston. Kumar and Nagpal reported from Kakinada, India. 
--
This story was supported by funding from the Walton Family Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
__
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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Yamamoto chased after 1st inning of debut as Padres beat Dodgers 15-11 for 2-game South Korea split

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, second from left, speaks with interpreter Will Ireton, second from right, as catcher Will Smith, left, and second baseman Gavin Lux during the first inning of a baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, second from left, speaks with interpreter Will Ireton, second from right, as catcher Will Smith, left, and second baseman Gavin Lux during the first inning of a baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. is congratulated by teammates in the dugout after scoring on a triple by Jake Cronenworth during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. is congratulated by teammates in the dugout after scoring on a triple by Jake Cronenworth during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres starting pitcher Joe Musgrove throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | San Diego Padres starting pitcher Joe Musgrove throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Members of the San Diego Padres cheer from the dugout after Jake Cronenworth hit an RBI triple during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands in the dugout during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands in the dugout during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts gestures after hitting a two run home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts gestures after hitting a two run home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: San Diego Padres' Xander Bogaerts, right, argues with home plate umpire Andy Fletcher after striking out during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | San Diego Padres' Xander Bogaerts, right, argues with home plate umpire Andy Fletcher after striking out during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: San Diego Padres' Manny Machado gestures as he rounds their after hitting a three-run home run during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | San Diego Padres' Manny Machado gestures as he rounds their after hitting a three-run home run during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: San Diego Padres' Manny Machado, left, hits a three-run home run as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Will Smith watches during the ninth inning of a baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto, second from left, speaks with interpreter Will Ireton, second from right, as catcher Will Smith, left, and second baseman Gavin Lux during the first inning of a baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. is congratulated by teammates in the dugout after scoring on a triple by Jake Cronenworth during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres starting pitcher Joe Musgrove throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Members of the San Diego Padres cheer from the dugout after Jake Cronenworth hit an RBI triple during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani stands in the dugout during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Mookie Betts gestures after hitting a two run home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Xander Bogaerts, right, argues with home plate umpire Andy Fletcher after striking out during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Manny Machado gestures as he rounds their after hitting a three-run home run during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Manny Machado, left, hits a three-run home run as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Will Smith watches during the ninth inning of a baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- After chasing Yoshinobu Yamamoto from his major league debut after one inning and scoring their most runs ever against the Los Angeles Dodgers, San Diego's Xander Bogaerts was sad to leave the Gocheok Sky Dome.
"We got to come here more," he said.
Jake Cronenworth tied a career high with four hits and had four RBIs as the Padres outlasted the Dodgers 15-11 on Thursday night after Los Angeles fired Shohei Ohtani's interpreter following allegations of illegal gambling.
Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara was let go from the team Wednesday following reports from the Los Angeles Times and ESPN about alleged ties to an illegal bookmaker. 
Ohtani hit three deep flyouts on a 1-for-5 night, including a sacrifice fly, and was 3 for 10 with two RBIs in the series. He did not speak with reporters.
"I hope Sho is good, but you know, at the end of the day we have to make sure we take care of our jobs," said Mookie Betts, who had six RBIs along with four hits that included the first home run of the major league season. "No matter what cards we're dealt, we better go play them."

    


Yamamoto and Dodgers manager Dave Roberts insisted Mizuhara's situation didn't contribute to the defeat.




"I feel regret that I just couldn't keep the team in the game from the get-go, so I do feel the responsibility for it," Yamamoto said through a translator. "I just got to get ready for the next outing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

San Diego gained a split in the opening two-games series, Major League Baseball's first games in South Korea. After the Dodgers rebounded from a 9-2 deficit and closed to 12-11, Manny Machado hit a three-run homer in the ninth off J.P. Feyereisen.
San Diego outhit the Dodgers 17-16, and Los Angeles made three errors that led to a pair of unearned runs. Luis Campusano had three hits and 20-year-old center fielder Jackson Merrill got his first two major league hits. 

    


Yamamoto (0-1) signed a $325 million, 12-year contract, a record amount for a pitcher that created high expectations. San Diego batted around against the two-time Pacific League MVP, and he left with a 45.00 ERA, allowing five runs, four hits, one walk, a hit batter and a wild pitch. Cronenworth's two-run triple, Ha-Seong Kim's sacrifice fly, Campusano's RBI double and Tyler Wade's run-scoring single built a 5-1 lead. 
"Just didn't have the command and so it's not about the stuff," Roberts said. "When you're a command guy, which he's been his entire career, his life, and you just misfire, get behind in counts, hit batters, that's just not who he is. ... He's an easy guy that you know he'll bounce back from this."
Bogaerts hit a two-run single in a four-run third off Michael Grove.
Michael King (1-0) won in his Padres debut following his acquisition in the trade that sent Juan Soto to the New York Yankees. King allowed three runs in 3 1/3 innings.
Robert Suarez got four outs for the save after 26-year-old right-hander Stephen Kolek made his major league debut, getting charged with two runs in the eighth.
Padres starter Joe Musgrove gave up five runs, seven hits and two walks in 2 2/3 innings.

    


Dodgers third baseman Max Muncy allowed Campusano's first-inning bouncer to get under his glove and down the line for an RBI double, had Fernando Tatis Jr.'s third-inning grounder kick off his glove into left for an error as a run scored, then allowed Jose Azocar's seventh-inning grounder to bounce off his glove for a run-scoring error. Muncy hit an inning-ending popup that stranded two runners in the eighth.
In the second season of the pitch clock, the game took 3 hours, 42 minutes, a day after the opener lasted 3:05. Bogaerts struck out for the final out in the eighth when a pitch clock-violation was called by plate umpire Andy Fletcher with a 1-2 count.
Mike Schildt got his first win as Padres manager.
"A lot of courage, a lot of toughness, a lot of fight," he said. "A really big identity game for our group."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Bogaerts jammed the ring finger of his left hand while sliding into second base when tagging up in the seventh.
UP NEXT
Dodgers: They host the Los Angeles Angels on Sunday and Monday, then play at Anaheim on Tuesday in the annual exhibition Freeway Series. They resume the season March 28 in their home opener against St. Louis.
Padres: They are home against Seattle in exhibitions at Petco Park on Monday and Tuesday, then resume the season hosting San Francisco in a four-game series starting March 28.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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A small town suspended its entire police force. Residents want to know why

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The sign outside the town government and police department offices stands in Ridgely, Md., Friday, March 15, 2024. Ridgely officials announced last week that their entire police department had been suspended pending the results of an investigation by state prosecutors. (AP Photo/Lea Skene)]
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[image: Central Avenue in downtown Ridgely, Maryland, sits empty, Friday, March 15, 2024. Ridgely officials announced last week that their entire police department had been suspended pending the results of an investigation by state prosecutors. (AP Photo/Lea Skene)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Central Avenue in downtown Ridgely, Maryland, sits empty, Friday, March 15, 2024. Ridgely officials announced last week that their entire police department had been suspended pending the results of an investigation by state prosecutors. (AP Photo/Lea Skene)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Caroline County Sheriff's Office vehicle is parked outside the town government and police department offices in Ridgely, Maryland, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Ridgely officials announced last week that their entire police department had been suspended pending the results of an investigation by state prosecutors. They made an arrangement with the sheriff's office to cover calls for service in the meantime. (AP Photo/Lea Skene)]
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                                        RIDGELY, Md. (AP) -- A small town on Maryland's Eastern Shore has suspended its entire police force pending the results of an investigation by state prosecutors, a largely unexplained decision that has left residents shocked, skeptical and on edge. 
The unusually harsh crackdown on law enforcement in Ridgely suggests that even some of the country's most rural communities are feeling the effects of the national reckoning on policing that unfolded in the wake of George Floyd's killing. 
With the Ridgely Police Department temporarily defunct, other public safety agencies have agreed to fill the void. But residents of the historic town are concerned about response times should they need assistance. And they remain entirely in the dark about why their police department was shut down. 
Laura Cline, a longtime Ridgely resident, said she's frustrated with the lack of transparency from town leaders and law enforcement.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A small town suspended its entire police force. Residents want to know why.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on the mysterious suspension of an entire police department of a small Maryland town.

    


    


"What's very concerning is that they didn't communicate with us in an honest and open way," Cline said. "Treat us with respect. We're adults -- thinking, rational adults who deserve the truth."




In a statement posted to the town government's website last week, officials said Ridgely's three-member commission had "suspended with pay the entirety of the Ridgely Police Department," and that the Office of State Prosecutor -- which handles cases of public misconduct, election fraud, ethics law violations and more -- is investigating.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Ridgely Director of Operations David Crist declined to provide The Associated Press with even basic information about the suspensions, including the number of officers on the force. The department's website says it employs half a dozen officers. 
"We were blindsided," said Holly Justice, an esthetician who owns a spa in Ridgely. "It makes you question the integrity of people who are supposed to protect and serve."

    


Justice, whose business is located across the street from the police department, said she would often exchange greetings with officers. She said the recent developments feel like a betrayal because she considered them members of the community. 
"Like I knew those guys," she said. "It just makes you wonder."
While the suspension came as a shock to residents, it isn't the first time Ridgely has faced questions about policing practices.
The department made headlines several years ago when its then-chief was involved in the 2018 death of Anton Black in neighboring Greensboro. 
Black died after officers pinned him down for more than five minutes as they wrestled him into handcuffs and shackles. His family filed a wrongful death lawsuit and received a $5 million settlement from three Eastern Shore towns, including Ridgely, whose off-duty chief helped restrain the 19-year-old.
The current chief, Jeff Eckrich, spent most of his career at the Prince George's County Police Department in the suburbs of Washington D.C., including 12 years as a homicide detective, before joining the department in Ridgely.
Ridgely officials said they've made arrangements with the nearby Caroline County Sheriff's Office to respond to calls for service within the town's boundaries for now. Some residents worried that slower response times and a reduced law enforcement presence could make them targets for would-be criminals.

    


Caroline County Sheriff David Baker sought to assuage their concerns, saying his agency is well equipped to handle the extra calls. He said Maryland State Police would also pitch in. 
Crime in the county has been notoriously low for decades. According to federal crime data, Caroline County, which includes Ridgely, has reported four homicides since 2000. And in Ridgely, violent crime peaked in 2010 with a total of 41 incidents reported. 
More often than not, Ridgely police officers are dealing with minor public safety issues. The department's Facebook page is filled with posts about officers participating in community events and supporting local businesses. Other posts contain information about lost keys, credit cards, bikes and other items officers had recovered around town. 

    


With a population of about 1,600, Ridgely boasts an abundance of small-town charm and a proud history rooted in the expansion of the American railroad in the late 1800s. An antique caboose sits on display outside the town's old train station, which was restored and renovated in 2017. The town hall and police department offices are housed in a historic building that once served as Caroline County's only hospital.
The little local news coverage the town has received in recent years focused mostly on its annual winter festival, which draws thousands of visitors. 
But several years ago -- two years before Floyd's death prompted nationwide protests against racism and police brutality -- Black's deadly arrest placed an unwelcome spotlight on the majority-white community and presented what has become a tragically familiar scene: a young Black man taking his last breaths during a traumatic encounter with police.

    


Maryland lawmakers passed a package of police accountability measures in 2021 that included a bill in Black's memory to expand public access to police disciplinary records because of questions surrounding past misconduct allegations against an officer involved in his death. The police chief who hired that officer in Greensboro later pleaded guilty to criminal misconduct for omitting information from his application for police certification. 
Law enforcement agencies nationwide have struggled to recruit new members in recent years, especially in rural areas. Small-town departments often receive little scrutiny in communities where crime is low and oversight is minimal, conditions exacerbated by the decline of local newspapers.
An officer hired last year in Ridgely had faced misconduct allegations in Delaware before joining the department, court records show. That officer resigned in January. Another Ridgely officer was hired despite having an arrest record in Delaware.
While speculation has fueled the rumor mill in recent days, residents said, suspending the whole department suggests the problem is bigger than one officer.
"It doesn't add up," said Gennie Woo, whose family has owned a general store in downtown Ridgely since 1983. "Everybody is skeptical about what happened. We just want to know how and why."
___
Associated Press researcher Rhonda Shafner in New York contributed to this report.
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Man put to death for 1993 killing of ex-girlfriend, Georgia's first execution in years

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by the Georgia Department of Corrections shows inmate Willie James Pye. A judge on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, signed the order for the execution of Pye, who was convicted of murder and other crimes in the November 1993 killing of Alicia Lynn Yarbrough. The execution is set for March 20 at 7 p.m., after the judge set an execution window between noon that day and noon on March 27. (Georgia Department of Corrections via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This image provided by the Georgia Department of Corrections shows inmate Willie James Pye. A judge on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, signed the order for the execution of Pye, who was convicted of murder and other crimes in the November 1993 killing of Alicia Lynn Yarbrough. The execution is set for March 20 at 7 p.m., after the judge set an execution window between noon that day and noon on March 27. (Georgia Department of Corrections via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Associated Press journalist Jeff Martin poses for a photo, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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                                        JACKSON, Ga. (AP) -- A Georgia man convicted of the killing of his former girlfriend three decades ago was put to death Wednesday evening in the state's first execution in more than four years.
Willie James Pye, 59, received an injection of the sedative pentobarbital and was pronounced dead at 11:03 p.m. at the state prison in Jackson. He was sentenced to die for his conviction in the November 1993 abduction, rape and shooting death of Alicia Lynn Yarbrough.
Pye was asked by the warden whether he wanted to say any final words, and he indicated no. When asked if he wanted a prayer said for him, he indicated that he would. A member of the clergy then said a brief prayer, asking God to help Pye experience some grace and mercy.
Pye was mostly still as the drugs began to flow. He began exhaling rapid bursts of air about a half-dozen times, causing his cheeks to expand and his lips to quiver each time. Then, he was still. Several minutes later, the warden walked into the death chamber and announced the time of death.





    


Pye's lawyers filed late appeals urging the U.S. Supreme Court to step in, but the justices unanimously rejected to stop the execution. The defense team argued the state hadn't met necessary conditions for resuming executions after the COVID-19 pandemic and reiterated arguments that Pye was ineligible for execution because of an intellectual disability. State responses argued the claims had been previously settled by the courts and were without merit. The last execution in Georgia was conducted in January 2020 before the COVID-19 pandemic gained force.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pye had been in an on-and-off romantic relationship with Yarbrough, but at the time she was killed, she was living with another man. Pye, Chester Adams and a 15-year-old had planned to rob that man and bought a handgun before heading to a party in a nearby town, prosecutors have said.

    


The trio left the party around midnight and went to the house where Yarbrough lived, finding her alone with her baby. They forced their way into the house, stole a ring and necklace from Yarbrough, and forced her to go with them, leaving the baby alone, prosecutors said.
The group drove to a motel, where they raped Yarbrough and then left the motel with her in the car, prosecutors said. They turned onto a dirt road and Pye ordered Yarbrough out of the car, made her lie face down and shot her three times, according to court filings.
Yarbrough's body was found on Nov. 17, 1993, a few hours after she was killed. Pye, Adams and the teenager were quickly arrested. Pye and Adams denied knowing anything about Yarbrough's death, but the teenager confessed and implicated the other two.
The teenager reached a plea agreement with prosecutors and was the main witness at Pye's trial. A jury in June 1996 found Pye guilty of murder, kidnapping, armed robbery, rape and burglary, and sentenced him to death.
Pye's lawyers had argued in court filings that prosecutors relied heavily on the teenager's testimony but that he later gave inconsistent statements. Such statements, as well as Pye's testimony during trial, indicate that Yarbrough left the home willingly and went to the motel to trade sex for drugs, the lawyers said in court filings.

    


Lawyers representing Pye also wrote in previous court filings that their client was raised in extreme poverty in a home without indoor plumbing or enough food or clothing. His childhood was characterized by neglect and abuse by family members who were often drunk, his lawyers wrote.
His lawyers also argued that Pye suffered from frontal lobe brain damage, potentially caused by fetal alcohol syndrome, which harmed his planning ability and impulse control.
Pye's lawyers had long argued in courts that he should be resentenced because his trial lawyer didn't adequately prepare for the sentencing phase of his trial. His legal team argued that the original trial attorney failed to sufficiently investigate his "life, background, physical and psychiatric health" to present mitigating evidence to the jury during sentencing.

    


A federal judge rejected those claims, but a three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals agreed with Pye's lawyers in April 2021. Then the case was reheard by the full federal appeals court, which overturned the panel ruling in October 2022.
Pye's co-defendant Adams, now 55, pleaded guilty in April 1997 to charges of malice murder, kidnapping with bodily injury, armed robbery, rape and aggravated sodomy. He got five consecutive life prison sentences and remains behind bars.
There have been 75 men and one woman executed in Georgia since the U.S. Supreme Court reinstated the death penalty in 1976, according to the Georgia Department of Corrections. Pye was the 54th inmate put to death by lethal injection. There are presently 35 men and one woman under death sentence in Georgia.
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Weeping, weak and soaked, dozens of Rohingya refugees rescued after night on hull of capsized boat

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Indonesian search and rescue ship found a wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees that capsized, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (Mar. 21)
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    [image: Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees rescued from their capsized boat sit in a National Search and Rescue Agency boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | Rohingya refugees rescued from their capsized boat sit in a National Search and Rescue Agency boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees rescued from their capsized boat sit in a National Search and Rescue Agency boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat as rescuers throw a rope to rescue them in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat as rescuers throw a rope to rescue them in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat as rescuers throw a rope to rescue them in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: A member of the National Search and Rescue Agency uses binoculars to scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | A member of the National Search and Rescue Agency uses binoculars to scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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A member of the National Search and Rescue Agency uses binoculars to scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Members of the National Search and Rescue Agency scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Members of the National Search and Rescue Agency scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Members of the National Search and Rescue Agency scan the horizon during the search for a boat carrying Rohingya refugees reportedly capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rescuers pull a survivor into a National Search and Rescue boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | Rescuers pull a survivor into a National Search and Rescue boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rescuers pull a survivor into a National Search and Rescue boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: A Rohingya refugee holds a floatation device as he swims towards a rescue boat while being rescued from his capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | A Rohingya refugee holds a floatation device as he swims towards a rescue boat while being rescued from his capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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A Rohingya refugee holds a floatation device as he swims towards a rescue boat while being rescued from his capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees rest on the deck of a National Search and Rescue Agency ship, after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Rohingya refugees rest on the deck of a National Search and Rescue Agency ship, after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees rest on the deck of a National Search and Rescue Agency ship, after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety Thursday. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees board a National Search and Rescue Agency ship after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Rohingya refugees board a National Search and Rescue Agency ship after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees board a National Search and Rescue Agency ship after being rescued from their capsized boat in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees climb onto a National Search and Rescue Agency boat as they are being rescued after their boat capsized in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Police officers and rescuers assist a Rohingya refugee rescued from a capsized boat upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Police officers and rescuers assist a Rohingya refugee rescued from a capsized boat upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Police officers and rescuers assist a Rohingya refugee rescued from a capsized boat upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Police officers hand out food and water to Rohingya refugees rescued from a capsized boat upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Police officers hand out food and water to Rohingya refugees rescued from a capsized boat upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Rohingya refugees rescued from a capsized boat rest at a temporary shelter upon arrival at a port in Meulaboh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]
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                                        MEULABOH, Indonesia (AP) -- An Indonesian search and rescue ship on Thursday located a capsized wooden boat that had been carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees, and began pulling survivors who had been standing on its hull to safety. 
An AP photographer aboard the rescue ship said 10 people had been taken aboard local fishing boats and another 59 were being saved by the Indonesian craft. 
Men, women and children, weak and soaked from the night's rain, wept as the rescue operation got underway and people were taken aboard a rubber dinghy to the rescue boat. 
There were contradictory reports about whether anyone had died in the accident, with survivors saying many who had been aboard when the boat departed from Bangladesh were still unaccounted for, but authorities insisted everyone had been rescued. 
"We have examined all 69 Rohingya that we rescued and from our examination, there was no information from them about any deaths," Fathur, a rescue officer who gave only one name, told reporters. "We managed to evacuate all 69 people and no one stated that anyone had died." 

    


With the addition of six Rohingya who were rescued by private fishing boats that were at the scene well before authorities launched the official rescue mission, a total of 75 people from the boat were saved. 
But Samira, a 17-year-old who was among the refugees from the Kutupalong camp in Bangladesh who had been traveling to Malaysia, said there had been 146 people on board, raising the prospect that 71 could still be missing at sea. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She said the boat began foundering three days ago and then capsized on Wednesday, adding that her nephew was among those unaccounted for.
"All of us are very sad," she said. "We are very hungry and weak."
When fishing vessels reached the scene on Wednesday, desperate refugees clamored aboard one of the boats, overloading it and causing it to also capsize. It was not immediately clear what happened to the crew on board.





    


After being informed about the refugees in need of help by the fishermen Wednesday morning, an official search and rescue team set off from Banda Aceh city on Wednesday evening. They didn't reach the area of the accident until early in the morning and could not initially locate the capsized boat. 
When they came upon it midday Thursday, they found the refugees on its hull, desperate for help. 
They rescued 42 men, 18 women and nine children and took some to a temporary shelter in the Aceh Besar district and others to a local hospital for treatment. 
Amiruddin, a tribal fishing community leader in Aceh Barat district, said those rescued indicated that the boat was sailing east when it started leaking and then strong currents pushed it toward the west of Aceh.
About 740,000 Rohingya fled earlier to Bangladesh to escape a brutal counterinsurgency campaign by security forces in their homeland of Myanmar.
Thousands have been trying to flee overcrowded camps in Bangladesh to neighboring countries, with Indonesia seeing a spike in refugee numbers since November which prompted it to call on the international community for help. Rohingya arriving in Aceh face some hostility from some fellow Muslims.

    


Indonesia, like Thailand and Malaysia, is not a signatory to the United Nations' 1951 Refugee Convention outlining their legal protections, and so is not obligated to accept them. However, they have so far provided temporary shelter to refugees in distress.
Last year, nearly 4,500 Rohingya -- two-thirds of them women and children -- fled their homeland of Myanmar and the refugee camps in neighboring Bangladesh by boat, the United Nations refugee agency reported. Of those, 569 died or went missing while crossing the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea, the highest death toll since 2014.
Returning safely to Myanmar is virtually impossible because the military that attacked them overthrew Myanmar's democratically elected government in 2021. No country has offered them any large-scale resettlement opportunities.
___
Tarigan reported from Jakarta. AP journalist David Rising contributed to this story from Bangkok.
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Nearly 8 in 10 AAPI adults in the US think abortion should be legal, an AP-NORC poll finds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Protesters dressed as Abraham Lincoln chant during a Planned Parenthood rally in support of abortion access outside the U.S. Supreme Court, April 15, 2023, in Washington. A new poll from from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. are highly supportive of legal abortion, even in situations where the pregnant person wants an abortion for any reason. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Protesters dressed as Abraham Lincoln chant during a Planned Parenthood rally in support of abortion access outside the U.S. Supreme Court, April 15, 2023, in Washington. A new poll from from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. are highly supportive of legal abortion, even in situations where the pregnant person wants an abortion for any reason. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Abortion-rights protesters cheer at a rally, June 24, 2022, in Des Moines, Iowa. A new poll from from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. are highly supportive of legal abortion, even in situations where the pregnant person wants an abortion for any reason. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesters cheer during a Planned Parenthood rally in support of abortion access outside the U.S. Supreme Court, April 15, 2023, in Washington. A new poll from from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. are highly supportive of legal abortion, even in situations where the pregnant person wants an abortion for any reason. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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        Nearly 8 in 10 AAPI adults in the US think abortion should be legal, an AP-NORC poll finds
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With abortion rights poised to be one of the major issues in the 2024 election, a new poll shows that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the United States are highly supportive of legal abortion, even in situations where the pregnant person wants an abortion for any reason.
The poll from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that nearly 8 in 10 Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders think abortion should be legal in all or most cases. They're also supportive of federal government action to preserve abortion rights: Three-quarters of AAPI adults say Congress should pass a law guaranteeing access to legal abortions nationwide.
By comparison, an AP-NORC poll conducted last June found that 64% of U.S. adults think abortion should be legal in all or most cases, and 6 in 10 U.S. adults overall say Congress should pass a law guaranteeing access.

    


AAPI adults are more likely than Americans overall to identify as Democrats, which may partially explain why their levels of support for legal abortion are higher than among the general population. But even among Democrats, AAPI adults are more supportive of legal abortion later in pregnancy. AAPI Democrats are especially likely to support legal abortion without any limits -- more than half of this group say abortion should be legal in all cases, compared to 40% of Democrats overall.




AAPI Republicans are also more likely than Republicans overall to support a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide. More than half (57%) of AAPI Republicans think abortion should be legal in at least some cases, compared to 38% of Republicans in general. About half (51%) of AAPI Republicans also think Congress should pass a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide, while only 32% of Republicans overall want this to happen.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although AAPI voters are a fast-growing demographic with a particularly large presence in states like California, Texas and New York, their attitudes can often not be analyzed in other surveys because of small sample sizes, among other issues. This survey is part of an ongoing project focusing on AAPI Americans' views. 

    


High turnout in areas with large AAPI communities could help Democrats in competitive House districts, and a broader conversation about whether nonwhite voters are shifting to the right may lead to more courting of AAPI voters. The survey's findings suggest that abortion could be a strong issue for Democratic candidates who are looking to reach AAPI communities, and a challenge for Republicans. 
"It saddens me how politics got involved in this, and they really shouldn't have," said Debra Nanez, a 72-year-old retired nurse in Tucson, Arizona, and an Independent voter. Nanez identifies as Asian, Native American and Hispanic. "It's a woman's body. How can you tell us what we can do with our bodies, what we can keep and what we cannot keep? It's ridiculous."
While an AP-NORC poll conducted in October 2022 found that more than 4 in 10 Americans overall trust Democrats to do a better job of handling the issue of abortion, while only 2 in 10 have more trust in Republicans, the poll released Thursday shows that the trust gap between the parties is wider for AAPI adults. Fifty-five percent of AAPI adults trust Democrats on abortion policy, while only 12% trust Republicans.

    


More than half of AAPI adults were born outside the U.S., according to the survey. For many of those immigrants and their first-generation American children, abortion isn't just viewed as health care -- it can also be seen as a right that was not afforded to them in their countries of origin, said Varun Nikore, executive director of AAPI Victory Alliance, a progressive political advocacy organization.
"I think it has to do with some sort of home country attitudes that are sort of pervasive, but also the strong feeling we've had rights and we've had access to health care, and now we don't want to lose something that we had. And it could be that we also came to this country to have better access to health care than we did before," Nikore said.

    


Nearly 6 in 10 AAPI adults don't want Congress to pass a law preserving states' ability to set their own laws allowing or restricting abortion, and only 14% support the passage of a law banning access to abortions nationwide.
Joie Meyer, 24, is a health care consultant in Florida, where abortions are prohibited after 15 weeks of pregnancy. She said that given that other nearby states like Alabama and Georgia have even more restrictive abortion laws, she would have to travel far to receive the procedure.
"I'm 24 and maybe some people my age are having children, but if I were to get in that position to be pregnant, I don't think I would feel ready," she said. "So, that would be something that I would have to think about."

    


Meyer, who was born in China but has lived in the U.S. since an infant, has made plans with a friend in California in case she does need an abortion. Flying across the country might be more time-consuming than driving to the nearest state that provides abortion, but she said she wants to know that she'll be with someone who can take care of her during the recovery.
"Even if there's a closer state, would I want to do that alone and have to really navigate that physical and emotional pain alone? Not really," Meyer said.
___
The poll of 1,172 U.S. adults who are Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders was conducted from Feb. 5-14, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based Amplify AAPI Panel, designed to be representative of the Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.9 percentage points.
___
Graham Lee Brewer is an Oklahoma City-based member of AP's Race & Ethnicity team. Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux is AP's polling editor.
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Escaped white supremacist inmate and accomplice still at large after Idaho hospital ambush

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Three correctional officers were shot -- two by a suspect and one by responding police -- during a brazen overnight attack to break a prison inmate out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, is shown on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)]
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[image: A police vehicle is parked outside Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | A police vehicle is parked outside Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9
A police vehicle is parked outside Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Boise Police Dept. shows surveillance video of a vehicle near the scene of a shooting at Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center, Wednesday, March 20 2024 in Boise, Idaho. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Skylar Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday. (Boise Police Dept. via AP).]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING OF NAME: This photo provided by Idaho Department of Corrections shows Skylar Meade. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Idaho Department of Corrections via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Boise Police Dept., shows Skylar Meade. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Boise Police Dept. via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by Boise Police Department shows Nicholas Umphenour, who has been identified by police as the man suspected of shooting corrections officers at a Boise hospital in an overnight attack Wednesday, March 20, 2024, to free an inmate. A warrant with a $2 million bond has been issued for Umphenour's arrest on two charges of aggravated battery against law enforcement and one charge of aiding and abetting an escape, police said. (Boise Police Department via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING OF NAME: This undated photo provided by City of Boise, Id. shows Skylar Meade. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (City of Boise via AP)]
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[image: Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, is shown on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)]
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                                        Authorities are searching for a white supremacist Idaho prison inmate and an accomplice who fled after the accomplice shot and wounded corrections officers as they were transporting the inmate from a Boise hospital, according to police.
Police said Nicholas Umphenour is suspected of shooting two corrections officers during Wednesday's ambush in the ambulance bay at Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center. A warrant with a $2 million bond has been issued for his arrest on two charges of aggravated battery against law enforcement and one charge of aiding and abetting an escape, police said.
He and inmate Skylar Meade drove off early Wednesday after the shooting in a gray 2020 Honda Civic with Idaho plates. It's not known where they are or where they are headed, police said Wednesday evening.
Three corrections officers were shot and wounded during the attack -- two allegedly by Umphenour and one by responding police. 

    
        
    

    


Officials described Meade, 31, as a white supremacist gang member. Meade was sentenced to 20 years in 2017 for shooting at a sheriff's sergeant during a high-speed chase. 
The attack occurred at 2:15 a.m. as Idaho Department of Correction officers prepared to bring Meade back to prison. Department Director Josh Tewalt said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon that Meade was taken to the hospital at 9:35 p.m. Tuesday after he engaged in "self-injurious behavior" and medical staff determined he needed emergency care. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One officer shot by the suspect was in critical but stable condition, police said, while the second wounded officer had serious but non-life-threatening injuries. The third injured corrections officer also sustained non-life-threatening injuries when a responding officer -- incorrectly believing the shooter was still in the emergency room and seeing an armed person near the entrance -- opened fire.
"This brazen, violent, and apparently coordinated attack on Idaho Department of Corrections personnel, to facilitate an escape of a dangerous inmate, was carried out right in front of the Emergency Department, where people come for medical help, often in the direst circumstances," Boise Police Chief Ron Winegar said in a written statement.

    


Umphenour, 5-foot-11 (180 centimeters) and 160 pounds (72.5 kilograms), has brown hair and hazel eyes, police said. Detectives have confirmed that he is an associate of Meade, police said. Attempts by The Associated Press to reach Umphenour through social media were unsuccessful.
Meade, 5-foot-6 (168 centimeters) and 150 pounds (68 kilograms), has face tattoos with the numbers 1 and 11 -- for A and K, the first and 11th letters of the alphabet, representing the Aryan Knights gang he affiliated with, Tewalt said. Photos released by police also showed an A and K tattooed on his abdomen.
The Aryan Knights formed in the mid-1990s in the Idaho prison system to organize criminal activity for a select group of white people in custody, according to the U.S. attorney's office in the district of Idaho.
Meade had been held in a type of solitary confinement called administrative segregation at Idaho Maximum Security Institution in Kuna, about 12 miles (19 kilometers) south of Boise, because officials deemed him a severe security risk, Tewalt said.

    


Tewalt said earlier in the day that Meade had been escorted in the ambulance and at the hospital by two uniformed, unarmed officers wearing ballistic vests, tailed by armed staff. Later in the day Correction Department spokesperson Sanda Kuzeta-Cerimagic said in an email that officials had confirmed that one officer had been in the ambulance with Meade and two officers were in an escort vehicle. 
"To the best of our knowledge, Meade was in restraints while being escorted in and out of the hospital," Kuzeta-Cerimagic said. She didn't specify whether the restraints were handcuffs, shackles or another type of restraint but said transport procedures are dependent on the custody level of the person being transported.
Authorities also did not say if other security measures were in place when Meade was leaving the hospital.

    


The attack came amid a wave of gun violence at hospitals and medical centers, which have struggled to adapt to the threats.
A Saint Alphonsus spokesperson said the shooting happened in the ambulance bay by its emergency department.
"All patients and staff are safe, the medical center campus is safe and secure, and has resumed normal operations. The Emergency Department itself is currently under temporary lockdown while the Boise Police Department completes the investigation," Leticia Ramirez said Wednesday morning in a statement.
She said as an added precaution, "we have increased security on campus, all entrances to the hospital will be closed" and monitored by hospital security until further notice.
Ramirez declined to comment when asked about Meade, deferring to the police department.
___
Johnson reported from Seattle and Thiessen from Anchorage, Alaska. Associated Press writer Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hospital-shooting-idaho-escaped-inmate-5d4eb764853ca05d2721145bc435367a
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Gangs target peaceful communities in new attacks on Haiti's capital
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            14 Florida residents evacuated from Haiti arrive in Sanford

        
        
            A plane chartered by the Florida Department of Emergency Management evacuated 14 Florida residents, including children, out of Haiti on Wednesday.
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    [image: Blood streams from a body lying in the street in the Petion-ville area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: A resident looks at a body lying in the street in the Delmas area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The red item next to the body is a cell phone. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Police and a forensic attend to the body of a person lying in the street in the Delmas area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Blood covers a wall in the Petion-ville area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Motorcyclists navigate around a charred body lying in the road as pedestrians walk past, in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- Armed gangs launched new attacks in the suburbs of Port-au-Prince on Wednesday, with heavy gunfire echoing across once-peaceful communities near the Haitian capital.
Associated Press journalists reported seeing at least five bodies in and around the suburbs, and gangs blocked the entrances to some areas.
People in the communities under fire called radio stations pleading for help from Haiti's national police force, which remains understaffed and outmatched by the gangs. Among the communities targeted in the pre-dawn hours were Petion-Ville, Meyotte, Diegue and Metivier.
"When I woke up to go to work, I found I could not leave because the neighborhood was in the hand of the bandits," said Samuel Orelus. "They were about 30 men with heavy weapons. If the neighborhood had mobilized, we could have destroyed them, but they were heavily armed, and there was nothing we could do."





    


By Wednesday afternoon, another victim had been reported: a police officer killed in broad daylight in a Port-au-Prince neighborhood known as Delmas 72, according to the SYNAPOHA police union.
As the attacks continued, the U.S. State Department announced Wednesday that it had completed its first evacuation of American citizens from Port-au-Prince. More than 15 Americans were airlifted to neighboring Santo Domingo, the capital of the Dominican Republic.
More than 30 U.S. citizens will be able to leave Port-au-Prince daily aboard the U.S. government-organized helicopter flights, the agency said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We will continue to monitor demand from U.S. citizens for assistance in departing Haiti on a real-time basis," the department said.
On Sunday, the agency evacuated more than 30 U.S. citizens from the coastal city of Cap-Haitien in northern Haiti to Miami International Airport.
"We hope that conditions will allow a return of commercial means for people to travel from Haiti soon. We and the international community and the Haitian authorities are working for that to become a reality," the State Department said.

    


Also on Wednesday, a plane chartered by the Florida Department of Emergency Management evacuated 14 Florida residents, including children, out of Haiti, said Kevin Guthrie, executive director of the state agency, at an airport in Sanford, Florida where the passengers were expected to land.
More than 300 Floridians are in Haiti, and the Florida-sponsored operation was working on getting them out on future flights despite bureaucratic obstacles from the U.S. government and safety threats in Haiti, Guthrie said at a news conference, where he was accompanied by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.
"We understand there are people really in danger right now who are fellow Floridians," DeSantis said.
Wednesday's attacks in parts of Port-au-Prince came two days after gangs went on a rampage through the upscale neighborhoods of Laboule and Thomassin in Petion-Ville, with at least a dozen people killed.
The violence forced the closure of banks, schools and businesses across Petion-Ville, which until now had been largely spared from the attacks that gangs launched on Feb. 29.

    


Gunmen have set fire to police stations, forced the closure of Haiti's main international airport and stormed the country's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates.
Scores of people have been killed and some 17,000 others have been left homeless amid the violence.
Meanwhile, Haitians await the possibility of new leadership as Caribbean officials rush to help form a transitional presidential council that will be responsible for appointing an interim prime minister and a council of ministers.
A top official with regional trade bloc Caricom who was not authorized to speak to the media told The Associated Press late Wednesday that the Pitit Desalin party of Jean-Charles Moise accepted to be a voting member of the council after initially rejecting a seat. The party was the last remaining holdout, meaning that the nine-member council is now fully formed, although its members have not been disclosed publicly.

    


Moise recently formed an alliance with Guy Philippe, a former rebel leader who helped overthrow former President Jean-Bertrand Artistide and who was repatriated to Haiti in November after serving time in a U.S. prison after he pleaded guilty to money laundering.
Prime Minister Ariel Henry, who was locked out of Haiti when the airports closed, has said he will resign once the council is formed.
___
Associated Press writers Bert Wilkinson in Georgetown, Guyana; Matthew Lee in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; and Michael Schneider in Orlando, Florida, contributed to this report.
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Senegal votes Sunday in a presidential election that has fired up political tensions

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Presidential candidate Anta Babacar Ngom greets supporters during her electoral campaign caravan in Dakar, Senegal, Monday, March 11, 2024. Senegal's only female presidential candidate may stand no chance of winning but activists say her presence alone is helping to advance a decades long campaign to achieve equality in the West African nation. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: People walk past an electoral banner, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, ahead of the upcoming presidential elections, in Dakar, Senegal. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: A banner encouraging people to vote in the upcoming presidential elections is displayed in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Words in French read: "My Card, My Vote." (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Bassirou Diomaye Faye, center right, white cap, and Ousmane Sonko, center left, white shirt, greet supporters during their electoral campaign caravan in Dakar, Senegal, late Friday, March 15, 2024. Senegal's top opposition leader, Sonko, and his key ally, Faye, have been released from prison ahead of the country's presidential election later in the month. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: People walk past an electoral banner of Anta Babacar, the only female candidate in the upcoming presidential elections, in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: People rest next to a fountain adorning the Senegalese flag at Place de l'Independance, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, ahead of the upcoming presidential elections in Dakar, Senegal. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Cars drive down a bustling market area in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Electoral banners for the upcoming presidential elections are placed on a bus in Dakar's popular Medina's neighbourhood, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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    [image: Presidential candidate Anta Babacar Ngom greets supporters during her electoral campaign caravan in Dakar, Senegal, Monday, March 11, 2024. Senegal's only female presidential candidate may stand no chance of winning but activists say her presence alone is helping to advance a decades long campaign to achieve equality in the West African nation. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: People walk past an electoral banner, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, ahead of the upcoming presidential elections, in Dakar, Senegal. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: A banner encouraging people to vote in the upcoming presidential elections is displayed in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Words in French read: "My Card, My Vote." (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Bassirou Diomaye Faye, center right, white cap, and Ousmane Sonko, center left, white shirt, greet supporters during their electoral campaign caravan in Dakar, Senegal, late Friday, March 15, 2024. Senegal's top opposition leader, Sonko, and his key ally, Faye, have been released from prison ahead of the country's presidential election later in the month. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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Bassirou Diomaye Faye, center right, white cap, and Ousmane Sonko, center left, white shirt, greet supporters during their electoral campaign caravan in Dakar, Senegal, late Friday, March 15, 2024. Senegal's top opposition leader, Sonko, and his key ally, Faye, have been released from prison ahead of the country's presidential election later in the month. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People walk past an electoral banner of Anta Babacar, the only female candidate in the upcoming presidential elections, in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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People walk past an electoral banner of Anta Babacar, the only female candidate in the upcoming presidential elections, in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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[image: People rest next to a fountain adorning the Senegalese flag at Place de l'Independance, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, ahead of the upcoming presidential elections in Dakar, Senegal. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Cars drive down a bustling market area in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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Cars drive down a bustling market area in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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[image: Electoral banners for the upcoming presidential elections are placed on a bus in Dakar's popular Medina's neighbourhood, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Senegal votes Sunday in a tightly contested presidential election that has fired up political tensions and tested one of West Africa's most stable democracies.
The election will take place after much uncertainty following President Macky Sall's unsuccessful effort to delay the vote until the end of the year, sparking violent protests.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


In the latest turn of events leading up to Sunday's vote, opposition leader Ousmane Sonko was released from prison last week, triggering jubilant celebrations on the streets of Dakar and renewed excitement about the contest.
Sunday's election is set to be Senegal's fourth democratic transfer of power since it gained independence from France in 1960. The country is viewed as a pillar of stability in a region that has seen dozens of coups and attempted coups in recent years.
Alioune Tine, founder of Afrikajom, a Senegalese think tank, told the Associated Press that Sunday's election had set a grim record in the country's democratic history, with rights groups accusing Sall's government of repressing the media, civil society and the opposition.

    


"It was the longest and most violent presidential election process, with the most deaths, injuries and political detainees," said Tine.


Human Rights Watch said nearly 1,000 opposition members and activists have been arrested across the country in the last three years. But in a recent interview with the AP, Sall denied that he's trying to hold on to power.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are 19 candidates in the race, the highest number in Senegal's history. These include a former prime minister, a close ally of Sonko -- who was barred from running -- and a former mayor of Dakar. A runoff between leading candidates is widely expected.
Despite the violent upheavals in recent months, analysts say unemployment is the chief concern for a majority of young Senegalese. Around half of Senegal's population of 17 million are under 18, according to Afrobarometer, an independent survey research group.

    


"The big question right now for the Senegalese election is how are we going to break out of poverty," said Marieme Wone Ly, a former Senegalese political party leader. "We can't see the end of the tunnel. People don't see it."
About a third of Senegalese live in poverty, World Bank data shows. Thousands have fled towards the West in search of economic opportunity, undertaking risky and often deadly journeys.
Analysts say Amadou Ba, a former prime minister, and Bassirou Diomaye Faye, who is backed by Sonko, are likely to emerge among the front-runners. Faye was also freed from prison last week, in time to spend the final days of the run-up to Sunday's vote on the campaign trail.
Sonko was disqualified from the ballot in January because of a prior conviction for defamation, Senegal's highest election authority said at the time. His supporters maintain his legal troubles are part of a government effort to derail his candidacy.
The popular opposition leader has faced a slew of legal troubles that started when he was accused of rape in 2021. He was acquitted of the charge but was convicted of corrupting youth and sentenced to two years in prison last summer, which ignited deadly protests across Senegal. 

    


Senegal was gripped by deadly unrest last summer when protesters took to the streets over concerns that Sall would seek a third term in office. Constitutional reforms prohibit a president from serving more than two consecutive terms as decided by a 2016 referendum.
Sall eventually ruled out a third term.
Other contenders for top spots in the race are Idrissa Seck, who has run in previous races and served as prime minister some 20 years ago before being sacked and briefly jailed over corruption allegations, and Khalifa Sall, a former mayor of Dakar and longtime opposition figure. Sall and the president are not related.
Anta Babacar Ngom, the first woman to run for president in years, is the only female presidential candidate in the race, but few expect her to gain a significant share of the vote.
Sall's surprise move to release Sonko and Faye has helped to defuse tensions that had escalated in recent months. Election observers say Sunday's vote is more likely to be peaceful.

    


"Loosening the knot has tempered things a little, and has brought a bit of calm to the public arena," said Rokhiatou Gassama, a civil society election observer. "According to my analysis, we're going to have a peaceful election."
___
Associated Press writer Babacar Dione in Dakar, Senegal, contributed.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of global elections at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/
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Why Israel is so determined to launch an offensive in Rafah

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Israel's military says it has killed dozens of militants in its ongoing raid at the biggest hospital in the Gaza Strip, arresting around 300 suspects. (March 20)
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    [image: Palestinians look at a residential building destroyed in an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Hatem Ali)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians look at a residential building destroyed in an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Hatem Ali)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel is determined to launch a ground offensive against Hamas in Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, a plan that has raised global alarm because of the potential for harm to the hundreds of thousands of civilians sheltering there.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says Israel can't achieve its goal of "total victory" against Hamas without going into Rafah.
Israel has approved military plans for its offensive. But with 1.4 million Palestinians jammed into the city, Israel's allies, including the U.S., have demanded greater care for civilians in its anticipated incursion.
Most of those Palestinians have been displaced by fighting in other parts of Gaza and are living in densely packed tent camps, overflowing U.N.-run shelters or packed apartments.
Netanyahu is sending a delegation to Washington to present the administration with its plans. 

    


WHY RAFAH IS SO CRITICAL
Since Israel declared war in response to Hamas' deadly cross-border attack on Oct. 7, Netanyahu has said a central goal is to destroy the Islamic group's military capabilities.
Israel says Rafah is Hamas' last major stronghold in the Gaza Strip, after operations elsewhere dismantled 18 out of the militant group's 24 battalions, according to the military. But even in northern Gaza, the first target of the offensive, Hamas has regrouped in some areas and continued to launch attacks.




Israel says Hamas has four battalions in Rafah and that it must send ground forces to topple them. Some senior militants could also be hiding in the city.
WHY THERE IS SO MUCH OPPOSITION TO ISRAEL'S PLAN

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. has urged Israel not to carry out the operation without a "credible" plan to evacuate civilians. Egypt, a strategic partner of Israel's, has said that any move to push Palestinians into Egypt would threaten its four-decade-old peace agreement with Israel.
In a phone call with Netanyahu this week, President Joe Biden told the Israeli leader not to carry out a Rafah operation, said the White House's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan. He said the U.S. was seeking "an alternative approach" that did not involve a ground invasion.

    


Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who is on his sixth visit to the region since the war began, reiterated those concerns in an interview with Al-Hadath TV in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday.
"President Biden has been very clear that we cannot support a major ground operation, military operation in Rafah," Blinken said. He said there is no effective way of moving 1.4 million people to safety and that those who stay behind "would be in terrible jeopardy."
ISRAEL DOESN'T APPEAR CLOSE TO SENDING IN TROOPS
Netanyahu said he was sending a delegation to Washington "out of respect" for Biden. But in a statement Wednesday, he said he had told Biden that Israel "cannot complete the victory" without entering Rafah.
Despite the tough talk, Israel doesn't appear close to sending troops into Rafah. This may be connected to ongoing attempts to broker a temporary cease-fire. Qatari mediators say those talks would be set back by a Rafah invasion.
There are also logistical concerns.
Israel's military says it plans to direct the civilians to "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza ahead of the planned offensive. Netanyahu said Wednesday evacuation plans had not yet been approved.
___
Follow AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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South Korea will take final steps to suspend licenses of striking junior doctors starting next week

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - South Korean Vice Health Minister Park Min-soo speaks during a briefing at the government complex in Sejong, South Korea, Monday, March 4, 2024. South Korea's government said Thursday, March 21, it will start suspending the licenses of striking junior doctors next week.Vice Health Minister Park made the comments during a briefing as he repeated demands for the doctors to return to work immediately.(Bae Jae-man/Yonhap via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Doctors stage a rally against the government's medical policy in Seoul, South Korea, on March 3, 2024. South Korean authorities have suspended the licenses of two senior doctors for allegedly inciting the weekslong walkouts by medical interns and residents that disrupted hospital operations across the country. That's according to one of the doctors who spoke to The Associated Press. The suspensions are the government's first punitive step against physicians after thousands of doctors-in-training walked off the job last month to protest the government's plan to sharply increase medical school admissions. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Doctors stage a rally against the government's medical policy in Seoul, South Korea, on March 3, 2024. South Korean authorities have suspended the licenses of two senior doctors for allegedly inciting the weekslong walkouts by medical interns and residents that disrupted hospital operations across the country. That's according to one of the doctors who spoke to The Associated Press. The suspensions are the government's first punitive step against physicians after thousands of doctors-in-training walked off the job last month to protest the government's plan to sharply increase medical school admissions. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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[image: Members of the Gyeonggi Province Medical Association stage a rally against the government's medical policy near the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. South Korea's government criticized senior doctors at a major hospital Tuesday for threatening to resign in support of the weekslong walkouts by thousands of medical interns and residents that have disrupted hospital operations. The banners read "Stop President Yoon Suk Yeol government's medical policy." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: FILE - Doctors stage a rally against the government's medical policy in Seoul, South Korea, on March 3, 2024. South Korean authorities have suspended the licenses of two senior doctors for allegedly inciting the weekslong walkouts by medical interns and residents that disrupted hospital operations across the country. That's according to one of the doctors who spoke to The Associated Press. The suspensions are the government's first punitive step against physicians after thousands of doctors-in-training walked off the job last month to protest the government's plan to sharply increase medical school admissions. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)]
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[image: Members of the Gyeonggi Province Medical Association stage a rally against the government's medical policy near the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. South Korea's government criticized senior doctors at a major hospital Tuesday for threatening to resign in support of the weekslong walkouts by thousands of medical interns and residents that have disrupted hospital operations. The banners read "Stop President Yoon Suk Yeol government's medical policy." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's government will take final steps to suspend the licenses of striking junior doctors next week as they refuse to end their weekslong walkouts that have burdened the country's medical services, officials said Thursday.
More than 90% of the country's 13,000 medical interns and residents have been on strike for about a month to protest the government's plan to sharply increase medical school admissions. Their strikes have caused hundreds of cancelled surgeries and other treatments at hospitals.
Officials say it is urgent to have more doctors because South Korea has a rapidly aging population and its doctor-to-population ratio is one of the lowest in the developed world. But doctors say schools can't handle an abrupt, steep increase in students, and that it would ultimately undermine the country's medical services.

    


The government has been taking a series of administrative steps required to suspend their licenses after they missed a government-set, Feb. 29 deadline to return to work. The steps include sending officials to formally confirm the absences of strikers, informing them of possible license suspensions and giving them chances to respond.




Vice Health Minister Park Min-soo told a briefing Thursday that the government is expected to complete those steps for some of the striking doctors next week and will send them notices about its final decision to suspend their licenses.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Park earlier said that under South Korea's medical law, the striking doctors could face at a minimum three-month suspensions and even indictments by prosecutors for refusing the government's back-to-work order.
He urged the striking doctors to return to work immediately, suggesting those who end their strikes could receive softer punishments. 
"They should return as soon as possible not only for patients but also for their future careers. This kind of exhaustive walkout from hospitals must not continue any longer," Park said. "As we've said many times, we won't treat those who return swiftly as equally as those who return late."

    


It's unclear whether and how many striking doctors would return to their hospitals at the last minute. According to Park, none of the strikers who were informed of their possible license suspension has responded.
Senior doctors at major university hospitals recently decided to submit resignations next week in support of the junior doctors. Still, most of them will likely continue to report to work. If they walk off the job, that would hurt South Korea's medical services severely.
Two senior doctors, who lead an emergency doctors' committee for the walkouts, were recently given government notices that their licenses would be suspended for three months for allegedly inciting the junior doctors' walkouts.
The striking junior doctors account for less than 10% of South Korea's 140,000 doctors. But in some major hospitals, they represent about 30%-40% of the doctors, assisting senior doctors during surgeries and dealing with inpatients while training.

    


The government aims to increase the country's medical school enrollment cap by 2,000 starting next year, from the current cap of 3,058 that has been unchanged since 2006. On Wednesday, the government announced detailed plans on how to allocate those additional 2,000 admission seats to universities, a sign that it won't back down its plan.
Officials say more doctors are required to address a long-standing shortage of physicians in rural areas and in essential but low-paying specialties. But doctors say newly recruited students would also try to work in the capital region and in high-paying fields like plastic surgery and dermatology. They say the government plan would also result in doctors performing unnecessary treatments due to increased competition.
Surveys show that a majority of South Koreans support the government's push to create more doctors, with critics suspecting that doctors, one of the highest-paid professions in South Korea, worry about lower incomes due to the supply of more doctors.
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One Tech Tip: How to spot AI-generated deepfake images

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: AI fakery is quickly becoming one of the biggest problems confronting us online. With AI deepfakes cropping up almost every day, depicting everyone from Taylor Swift to Donald Trump, it's getting harder to tell what's real from what's not. The following photo-illustrated graphic highlights a few notable areas of an AI-deepfake of Pope Francis.]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- AI fakery is quickly becoming one of the biggest problems confronting us online. Deceptive pictures, videos and audio are proliferating as a result of the rise and misuse of generative artificial intelligence tools. 
With AI deepfakes cropping up almost every day, depicting everyone from Taylor Swift to Donald Trump, it's getting harder to tell what's real from what's not. Video and image generators like DALL-E, Midjourney and OpenAI's Sora make it easy for people without any technical skills to create deepfakes -- just type a request and the system spits it out.
These fake images might seem harmless. But they can be used to carry out scams and identity theft or propaganda and election manipulation. 

    


Here is how to avoid being duped by deepfakes:
HOW TO SPOT A DEEPFAKE

In the early days of deepfakes, the technology was far from perfect and often left telltale signs of manipulation. Fact-checkers have pointed out images with obvious errors, like hands with six fingers or eyeglasses that have differently shaped lenses. 
But as AI has improved, it has become a lot harder. Some widely shared advice -- such as looking for unnatural blinking patterns among people in deepfake videos -- no longer holds, said Henry Ajder, founder of consulting firm Latent Space Advisory and a leading expert in generative AI. 
Still, there are some things to look for, he said. 
A lot of AI deepfake photos, especially of people, have an electronic sheen to them, "an aesthetic sort of smoothing effect" that leaves skin "looking incredibly polished," Ajder said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He warned, however, that creative prompting can sometimes eliminate this and many other signs of AI manipulation.
Check the consistency of shadows and lighting. Often the subject is in clear focus and appears convincingly lifelike but elements in the backdrop might not be so realistic or polished. 





LOOK AT THE FACES

Face-swapping is one of the most common deepfake methods. Experts advise looking closely at the edges of the face. Does the facial skin tone match the rest of the head or the body? Are the edges of the face sharp or blurry? 
If you suspect video of a person speaking has been doctored, look at their mouth. Do their lip movements match the audio perfectly? 
Ajder suggests looking at the teeth. Are they clear, or are they blurry and somehow not consistent with how they look in real life? 
Cybersecurity company Norton says algorithms might not be sophisticated enough yet to generate individual teeth, so a lack of outlines for individual teeth could be a clue.

    



THINK ABOUT THE BIGGER PICTURE

Sometimes the context matters. Take a beat to consider whether what you're seeing is plausible. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Poynter journalism website advises that if you see a public figure doing something that seems "exaggerated, unrealistic or not in character," it could be a deepfake.
For example, would the pope really be wearing a luxury puffer jacket, as depicted by a notorious fake photo? If he did, wouldn't there be additional photos or videos published by legitimate sources?
USING AI TO FIND THE FAKES

Another approach is to use AI to fight AI. 
Microsoft has developed an authenticator tool that can analyze photos or videos to give a confidence score on whether it's been manipulated. Chipmaker Intel's FakeCatcher uses algorithms to analyze an image's pixels to determine if it's real or fake. 

    


There are tools online that promise to sniff out fakes if you upload a file or paste a link to the suspicious material. But some, like Microsoft's authenticator, are only available to selected partners and not the public. That's because researchers don't want to tip off bad actors and give them a bigger edge in the deepfake arms race. 
Open access to detection tools could also give people the impression they are "godlike technologies that can outsource the critical thinking for us" when instead we need to be aware of their limitations, Ajder said. 
THE HURDLES TO FINDING FAKES

All this being said, artificial intelligence has been advancing with breakneck speed and AI models are being trained on internet data to produce increasingly higher-quality content with fewer flaws. 
That means there's no guarantee this advice will still be valid even a year from now.

    


Experts say it might even be dangerous to put the burden on ordinary people to become digital Sherlocks because it could give them a false sense of confidence as it becomes increasingly difficult, even for trained eyes, to spot deepfakes.
___
Swenson reported from New York.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Tristan da Silva scores 20 points as Colorado outlasts Boise State 60-53 to cap the First Four

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, left, reacts after colliding with Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, left, reacts after colliding with Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, left, battles for a rebound against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, left, battles for a rebound against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) shoots during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) shoots during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado forward Cody Williams, left, Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, middle, drives to the basket against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, right, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Colorado forward Cody Williams, left, Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, middle, drives to the basket against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, right, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, right, drives to the basket against Colorado guard Luke O'Brien, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, right, drives to the basket against Colorado guard Luke O'Brien, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, right, reaches for the loose ball against Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, right, drives to the basket against Colorado forward Cody Williams during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 17 | Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, right, drives to the basket against Colorado forward Cody Williams during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colorado forward Cody Williams, right, shoots against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Colorado forward Cody Williams, right, shoots against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley adjusts his mask during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley adjusts his mask during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III reacts to making a 3-point shot during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III reacts to making a 3-point shot during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado head coach Tad Boyle works the sideline during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 17 | Colorado head coach Tad Boyle works the sideline during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colorado guard Luke O'Brien reacts during a stop in play during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Colorado guard Luke O'Brien reacts during a stop in play during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State coach Leon Rice gestures during the second half of the team's First Four game against Colorado in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 17 | Boise State coach Leon Rice gestures during the second half of the team's First Four game against Colorado in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, is defended by Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, is defended by Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, drives against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, drives against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva reacts from the bench during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Colorado forward Tristan da Silva reacts from the bench during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, and Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III work for position during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, and Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III work for position during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Tristan da Silva scores 20 points as Colorado outlasts Boise State 60-53 to cap the First Four

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, left, reacts after colliding with Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, left, reacts after colliding with Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17
Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, left, reacts after colliding with Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, left, battles for a rebound against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) shoots during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) shoots during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Colorado forward Tristan da Silva (23) shoots during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colorado forward Cody Williams, left, Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, middle, drives to the basket against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, right, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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Colorado forward Cody Williams, left, Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, middle, drives to the basket against Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley, right, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, right, drives to the basket against Colorado guard Luke O'Brien, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, right, reaches for the loose ball against Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State forward O'Mar Stanley, right, drives to the basket against Colorado forward Cody Williams during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Colorado forward Cody Williams, right, shoots against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Colorado forward Cody Williams, right, shoots against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Colorado forward Cody Williams, right, shoots against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley adjusts his mask during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III reacts to making a 3-point shot during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Colorado head coach Tad Boyle works the sideline during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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Colorado head coach Tad Boyle works the sideline during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament against Boise State, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard Luke O'Brien reacts during a stop in play during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State coach Leon Rice gestures during the second half of the team's First Four game against Colorado in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Boise State guard Chibuzo Agbo, right, is defended by Colorado guard J'Vonne Hadley during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, drives against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, drives against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, drives against Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado forward Tristan da Silva reacts from the bench during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Colorado forward Tristan da Silva reacts from the bench during the second half of the team's First Four game against Boise State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Colorado guard KJ Simpson, left, and Boise State guard Roddie Anderson III work for position during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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                                        DAYTON, Ohio (AP) -- Tristan da Silva scored 20 points and Colorado won its first NCAA Tournament game in three years, wrapping up the First Four with a sloppy 60-53 win over Boise State on Wednesday night.
A layup by Eddie Lampkin Jr. and a pair of foul shots from J'Vonne Hadley capped an 11-0 run that gave the Buffaloes a 56-49 lead with 24 seconds left in what had been a back-and-forth game. Boise State had to start fouling and Colorado didn't miss from the line -- and that sealed it.
Colorado outscored Boise State 15-4 over the last 4 1/2 minutes.
KJ Simpson had 19 points and 11 rebounds for the Buffaloes (25-10), who advanced as a No. 10 seed to face seventh-seeded Florida in Indianapolis on Friday. 
"KJ was really positive, which I thought was great because you need that positivity in the NCAA Tournament when you go down four late," Colorado coach Tad Boyle. said. "And we got five straight stops in a row. Our defense just kind of cranked up a notch."

    


Simpson, Colorado's top scorer all season, was 6 for 18 from the floor and made all six of his foul shots. 
"Obviously, it wasn't my best night shooting the ball, and I had a lot of kind of bad shots tonight," Simpson said. "So that was kind of frustrating. But I (was) understanding that my team needed me out there to do other things."




Chibuzo Agbo had 17 points for Boise State (23-11), who dropped to 0-10 all-time in the NCAA Tournament.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The guys battled and battled, even when the shots weren't dropping," Boise State coach Leon Rice said. "We competed on the glass, we guarded really well. And it was two really good defensive teams."
But the start was lethargic for both teams, who had combined for just 25 points at the 10-minute mark of the first half. Boise State went up by six late in the half, but Colorado cut it to 26-24 at the break. 
Boise State was 1 for 10 from 3-point range in the first half, while the Buffs were just 1 of 8 from long range. 

    


COLD SHOOTERS
Colorado shot 44%, but Boise State finished at just 34%. That followed a 29% effort in a 76-66 loss to New Mexico in a Mountain West Tournament quarterfinal on March 14. The Broncos were just 2 for 18 from 3-point range.
"In the first half, we were right there," Boise State guard Max Rice said. "Then we just had so many balls that rattled in and out."
Added Rice: "This is a really, really tough draw and then a tough, tough, tough loss that we'll have trouble with for the rest of our lives. That's the way it is."
GOOD DAYTON VIBES
The people of the state of Colorado will have reason to remember this year's First Four. Not only did the Buffs win on Wednesday, Colorado State blew out Virginia 67-42 in the late game Tuesday night. Colorado State also moved on as a 10th seed and play No. 7 seed Texas in Charlotte on Thursday. 
UP NEXT
Colorado will board the bus for an easy two-hour ride west on Interstate 70 to Indianapolis, where they'll play Florida at 4:30 p.m. ET.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/colorado-boise-state-score-first-four-0f63642919f0622b38e9976c4033d41d
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As election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and first lady Cilia Flores flash victory signs as they arrive to the National Assembly for the annual presidential address, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 15, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and first lady Cilia Flores flash victory signs as they arrive to the National Assembly for the annual presidential address, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 15, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan Attorney General Tarek William Saab speaks during a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela, March 25, 2023. Saab on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, accused nine members of the opposition of being part of a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | FILE - Venezuelan Attorney General Tarek William Saab speaks during a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela, March 25, 2023. Saab on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, accused nine members of the opposition of being part of a "destabilizing" plot that included demonstrations, a media campaign and plans to attack military barracks. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado arrives at her headquarters in order to give a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado has been disqualified from holding public office for 15 years but has continued to campaign for president ahead of the July 28 elections. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado arrives at her headquarters in order to give a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado has been disqualified from holding public office for 15 years but has continued to campaign for president ahead of the July 28 elections. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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[image: FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado takes part in a press conference accompanied by her national coordinator Henry Alviarez, second from right, and political coordinator Dignora Hernandez, right, in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 6, 2023. Venezuela's attorney general announced on Wednesday, March 20, 2024 that Alviarez and Hernandez were arrested, accused of working in a criminal plot against the government. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado takes part in a press conference accompanied by her national coordinator Henry Alviarez, second from right, and political coordinator Dignora Hernandez, right, in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 6, 2023. Venezuela's attorney general announced on Wednesday, March 20, 2024 that Alviarez and Hernandez were arrested, accused of working in a criminal plot against the government. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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[image: FILE - Human rights attorney Rocio San Miguel, who leads a private organization focused on national security and defense issues, speaks during a conference in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 14, 2011. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody over accusations stemming from alleged plots against President Nicolas Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | FILE - Human rights attorney Rocio San Miguel, who leads a private organization focused on national security and defense issues, speaks during a conference in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 14, 2011. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody over accusations stemming from alleged plots against President Nicolas Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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[image: FILE - General Attorney Tarek William Saab stands over items he presents as evidence related to the arrest of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, accused of allegedly plotting to kill President Nicolas Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 19, 2024. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody earlier in 2024 over accusations stemming from alleged plots against Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | FILE - General Attorney Tarek William Saab stands over items he presents as evidence related to the arrest of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, accused of allegedly plotting to kill President Nicolas Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 19, 2024. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody earlier in 2024 over accusations stemming from alleged plots against Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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[image: FILE - A protester holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish "CPI (International Criminal Court) when will you speak out? Demand the release of all human rights defenders!", on the sidelines of a press conference about the previous week's detention of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 14, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | FILE - A protester holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish "CPI (International Criminal Court) when will you speak out? Demand the release of all human rights defenders!", on the sidelines of a press conference about the previous week's detention of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 14, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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[image: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado defended her staff, stressing that all allegations against them are false. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado defended her staff, stressing that all allegations against them are false. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks to supporters at an event commemorating a 2004 speech by late President Hugo Chavez that is considered a key anti-imperialist moment by his supporters in the history of his Bolivarian Revolution, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb 29, 2024. Maduro became interim president in March 2013 after the death of leader Hugo Chavez. He narrowly won election a few months later and was re-elected in 2018. He is seeking a third six-year term in the upcoming elections in July. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks to supporters at an event commemorating a 2004 speech by late President Hugo Chavez that is considered a key anti-imperialist moment by his supporters in the history of his Bolivarian Revolution, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb 29, 2024. Maduro became interim president in March 2013 after the death of leader Hugo Chavez. He narrowly won election a few months later and was re-elected in 2018. He is seeking a third six-year term in the upcoming elections in July. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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    [image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and first lady Cilia Flores flash victory signs as they arrive to the National Assembly for the annual presidential address, in Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 15, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan Attorney General Tarek William Saab speaks during a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela, March 25, 2023. Saab on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, accused nine members of the opposition of being part of a ]
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[image: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado arrives at her headquarters in order to give a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado has been disqualified from holding public office for 15 years but has continued to campaign for president ahead of the July 28 elections. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: FILE - Opposition presidential hopeful Maria Corina Machado takes part in a press conference accompanied by her national coordinator Henry Alviarez, second from right, and political coordinator Dignora Hernandez, right, in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 6, 2023. Venezuela's attorney general announced on Wednesday, March 20, 2024 that Alviarez and Hernandez were arrested, accused of working in a criminal plot against the government. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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[image: FILE - Human rights attorney Rocio San Miguel, who leads a private organization focused on national security and defense issues, speaks during a conference in Caracas, Venezuela, Sept. 14, 2011. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody over accusations stemming from alleged plots against President Nicolas Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)]
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[image: FILE - General Attorney Tarek William Saab stands over items he presents as evidence related to the arrest of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, accused of allegedly plotting to kill President Nicolas Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 19, 2024. San Miguel is among the dozens of people taken into custody earlier in 2024 over accusations stemming from alleged plots against Maduro and his inner circle. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - A protester holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish "CPI (International Criminal Court) when will you speak out? Demand the release of all human rights defenders!", on the sidelines of a press conference about the previous week's detention of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 14, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | FILE - A protester holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish "CPI (International Criminal Court) when will you speak out? Demand the release of all human rights defenders!", on the sidelines of a press conference about the previous week's detention of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 14, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
FILE - A protester holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish "CPI (International Criminal Court) when will you speak out? Demand the release of all human rights defenders!", on the sidelines of a press conference about the previous week's detention of human rights lawyer and activist Rocio San Miguel, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 14, 2024. As the July 28 presidential election nears, Venezuelan government keeps arresting opponents allegedly tied to criminal plots. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado defended her staff, stressing that all allegations against them are false. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in a conspiracy plot to destabilize the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Machado defended her staff, stressing that all allegations against them are false. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks to supporters at an event commemorating a 2004 speech by late President Hugo Chavez that is considered a key anti-imperialist moment by his supporters in the history of his Bolivarian Revolution, in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb 29, 2024. Maduro became interim president in March 2013 after the death of leader Hugo Chavez. He narrowly won election a few months later and was re-elected in 2018. He is seeking a third six-year term in the upcoming elections in July. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- As Venezuela's government would have it, President Nicolas Maduro and members of his inner circle have been the target of several conspiracies since last year that could have left them injured or worse.
Few details have been released about the alleged plots. But the government has cited them in the arrests of more than 30 people since January including a prominent human rights attorney and staffers of the leading opposition presidential candidate.
Local and international nongovernment groups, the United Nations and foreign governments have described the crackdown as a pretext to stifle political opposition ahead of the July 28 president election in which Maduro, in power since 2013, will seek a new six-year term.
The latest arrests took place Wednesday shortly before the country's top prosecutor announced arrest warrants for nine people working with Machado's campaign whom he accused of participating in one plot. 

    


Oscar Murillo, general coordinator for the Venezuelan human rights group Provea, said officials are coordinating actions of the police, military and civic groups to tamp down on any anti-government activity.




"This has translated into greater political repression and a deepening of the policy of persecution that seeks to break civil society at a time when perhaps the ideal thing would be to be talking about the public policies needed to reverse poverty or inequality in Venezuela," Murillo said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Attorney General Tarek William Saab has described the plots variously as aimed at attacking military installations, killing Maduro and other officials and de-stabilizing the country. He has publicly presented alleged confessions, planning documents, laptops and other items he has characterized as evidence.
Saab on Wednesday accused the nine members of the opposition, including Machado's campaign manager, of being part of a "destabilizing" plot that included demonstrations, a media campaign and plans to attack military barracks. He said two of the nine people, Dignora Hernandez and Henry Alviarez -- Machado's political coordinator and national coordinator respectively -- had already been arrested.

    


The arrests of Hernandez and Alviarez brings to at least six the number of Machado staffers who are in custody over their alleged participation in the plots the government claims to have foiled. 
Allowing free-market proponent Machado to run in the July election would offer Venezuela its best chance of a competitive race because no other candidate has anywhere near the level of support, money or political machinery to challenge Maduro. But the self-described socialist government has barred her from office for 15 years -- an administrative order upheld by the country's top court in January. 
Other members of Venezuela's opposition have urged Machado to stand aside for another contender, but she has insisted on continuing her candidacy -- perhaps hoping that international pressure could force Venezuela's establishment to relent on the ban.
 "If the regime believes that with these actions they are going to isolate me, let me be clear: My team is Venezuela," she told reporters Wednesday. She added that her campaign continues organizing across the country and expects "much more than just well wishes" from the international community.

    


Machado defended her staff, stressing that all allegations against them are false. 
The government has not made public any charging documents detailing allegations against the dozens of defendants in the conspiracy cases. Under Venezuelan law, court hearings are open, but in practice people, journalists and sometimes even the defendants' counsels of choice are barred from the courtroom.
Maduro has alleged the U.S. government is behind the plans to assassinate him.
Among the dozens of people taken into custody earlier this year over accusations stemming from the alleged plots is also human rights attorney Rocio San Miguel, whom Saab has identified as a "spy" for one of the conspiracies. Saab has also accused her of having more than a dozen maps that highlighted sensitive military locations that she should not have known about.

    


"Should the state lower its guard and let these operations go forward, to bathe the country in blood?" Saab said days after San Miguel's Feb. 9 arrest.
San Miguel's attorney, Juan Gonzalez, said he has not been allowed to see her since her arrest but that she denied all allegations during an initial hearing.
Wednesday's detentions came hours after an independent panel of experts investigating human rights violations in Venezuela told the U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva that Maduro's government had increased repression efforts against real or perceived opponents ahead of this year's presidential election.
"The mission confirms that, as has happened in the past, the authorities invoke real or fictitious conspiracies to intimidate, detain and prosecute people who oppose or criticize the government," panel head Marta Valinas told the council, which authorized the investigative mission. "At the same time, the Attorney General's Office continues to operate as part of the government's repressive machinery to grant the appearance of legality to the persecution of critical voices."

    


The panel last year reported that Maduro's government was using defamatory campaigns, detentions, arbitrary criminal proceedings and even torture to curtail democratic freedoms ahead of the election. 
"In some cases, the acts of torture or ill-treatment were intended to extract fabricated confessions or false statements," the panel said in its report.
Maduro became interim president in March 2013 after the death of charismatic leader Hugo Chavez's. He narrowly won election weeks later and was re-elected in 2018 in an electoral process widely criticized as fraudulent.
The country has not been without conspiracies against the government in the past. 
Less than three months after his re-election, Maduro tied opposition leaders to what the government described as an assassination attempt against the president in which drones with explosives detonated when he was delivering a speech live on television. In 2020, his government foiled an attempted armed invasion to overthrow him, an effort that ended with six insurgents dead and two former Green Berets behind bars. 
The latest wave of arrests threatens to unravel a political accord negotiated last year among the U.S. government, the opposition faction it backs and Maduro. 
The October agreement focused on conditions for a free and fair election and earned Maduro some relief from U.S. economic sanctions on the country's oil, gas and mining sectors. But hopes for a more level playing field began fading shortly afterward, and the U.S. already reversed the relief on the gold-mining industry due to what it considers Maduro's noncompliance. 
The administration of President Joe Biden has given Maduro until late April to comply with the deal or expect an end to the remaining relief, which would hurt the country's oil-dependent economy.
Brian Nichols, a U.S. assistant secretary of state, earlier this month told attendees of a Washington-based think tank panel that the "incentives" the U.S. and other countries have put forth "have not been sufficient to motivate" Maduro to move toward a competitive election. On Wednesday, he called for the immediate release of "all those unjustly detained."
"Maduro's escalating attacks on civil society and political actors are totally inconsistent with Barbados Accord commitments but will not stifle the democratic aspirations of the Venezuelan people," Nichols tweeted. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venezuela-presidential-election-repression-maduro-machado-35d063ba9ba3e08399c02cb572d78e5b
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1 of the few remaining survivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor has died at 102

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Pearl Harbor survivor Dick Higgins listens to a speaker during a ceremony at Bend High School in Bend, Ore., on Dec. 7, 2023, to honor him as well as those who died in the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Joe Kline/The Bulletin via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Pearl Harbor survivor Dick Higgins listens to a speaker during a ceremony at Bend High School in Bend, Ore., on Dec. 7, 2023, to honor him as well as those who died in the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Joe Kline/The Bulletin via AP)
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[image: Pearl Harbor survivor Dick Higgins waves to a crowd of students and community members as he is introduced at a ceremony Dec. 7, 2023, at Bend High School in Bend, Ore., to honor him as well as those who died in the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Joe Kline/The Bulletin via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Angela Norton shows Pearl Harbor survivor Richard C. "Dick" Higgins in Bend, Ore., on his 102nd birthday on July 24, 2023. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)]
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[image: This April 28, 1944 family photo provided by Angela Norton shows Dick and Winnie Ruth Higgins on their wedding day in Lake City, Fla.. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)]
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[image: Lt. Chip Lewis speaks with Dick Higgins after helping to escort him to his seat prior to the start of the 80th commemoration of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 2021, at Kilo Pier on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Honolulu. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Ryan Brennecke/The Bulletin via AP)]
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[image: Pearl Harbor survivor Dick Higgins waves to a crowd of students and community members as he is introduced at a ceremony Dec. 7, 2023, at Bend High School in Bend, Ore., to honor him as well as those who died in the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Joe Kline/The Bulletin via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Angela Norton shows Pearl Harbor survivor Richard C. "Dick" Higgins in Bend, Ore., on his 102nd birthday on July 24, 2023. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)]
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[image: This April 28, 1944 family photo provided by Angela Norton shows Dick and Winnie Ruth Higgins on their wedding day in Lake City, Fla.. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | This April 28, 1944 family photo provided by Angela Norton shows Dick and Winnie Ruth Higgins on their wedding day in Lake City, Fla.. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
This April 28, 1944 family photo provided by Angela Norton shows Dick and Winnie Ruth Higgins on their wedding day in Lake City, Fla.. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Angela Norton via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lt. Chip Lewis speaks with Dick Higgins after helping to escort him to his seat prior to the start of the 80th commemoration of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 2021, at Kilo Pier on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Honolulu. Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at his home in Bend, Ore. He was 102. (Ryan Brennecke/The Bulletin via AP)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Richard C. "Dick" Higgins, one of the few remaining survivors of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, has died, a family member said Wednesday. He was 102.
Higgins died at home in Bend, Oregon, on Tuesday of natural causes, granddaughter Angela Norton said.
Higgins was a radioman assigned to a patrol squadron of seaplanes based at the Hawaii naval base when Japanese planes began dropping bombs on the morning of Dec. 7, 1941. 
He recounted in a 2008 oral history interview how he was in his bunk inside a screened-in lanai, or porch, on the third floor of his barracks when the bombing began. 
"I jumped out of my bunk and I ran over to the edge of the lanai and just as I got there, a plane went right over the barracks," he said according to the interview by the National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericksburg, Texas.
He estimated the plane was about 50 feet (15 meters) to his side and 100 feet (30 meters) above his barracks. He described "big red meatballs" on the plane, in reference to the red circular emblem painted on the wings and fuselages of the Japanese aircraft. 

    


"So, there was no doubt what was happening in my mind, because of the things that had been going on," he said. 




Norton called her grandfather a humble and kind man who would frequently visit schools to share stories about Pearl Harbor, World War II and the Great Depression. Norton said he wanted to teach people history so they wouldn't repeat it. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was never about him," Norton said. "The heroes were those that didn't come home."
Higgins was born on a farm near Mangum, Oklahoma, on July 24, 1921. He joined the Navy in 1939 and retired 20 years later. He then became an aeronautics engineer for Northrop Corporation, which later became Northrop Grumman, and other defense contractors. He worked on the B-2 Stealth Bomber, Norton said. 
His wife, Winnie Ruth, died in 2004 at the age of 82. They had been married for 60 years. 

    


Not long after he went into hospice last Thursday, he told his granddaughter, "I'm ready to go see Winnie Ruth."
"I said, 'It's OK, go home. Be with Jesus and be with Winnie Ruth,'" Norton said. "'It's okay to do that. Leave us. You've had it's such a good and full life.'" 
There are now 22 survivors of the attack still living, said Kathleen Farley, the California state chair of the Sons and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors. Farley said other survivors may still be living but not all joined the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association when it was formed in 1958 and so may not be known to her.
About 2,400 servicemen were killed in the bombing, which launched the U.S. into World War II. The USS Arizona battleship alone lost 1,177 sailors and Marines, nearly half the death toll. 
About 87,000 military personnel were on Oahu on Dec. 7, according to a rough estimate compiled by military historian J. Michael Wenger. 
Higgins is survived by two children, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. The family plans to hold a memorial service at a church in Bend on Thursday followed by a ceremony with full military honors. Afterward his body will be flown to California, where he will be buried next to his wife. 
____
Associated Press researcher Randy Herschaft in New York contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dick-higgins-pearl-harbor-survivor-dies-10e93bdb57168d091f2f5ebe85bbadca
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Mississippi ex-deputy gets 40-year sentence as judge decries brutal attack on 2 Black men

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Two former Mississippi deputies wept in court Wednesday as a federal judge sentenced them to years in prison and condemned their cruelty for breaking into a home with four other white officers and torturing two Black men. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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            Third former deputy sentenced in Mississippi 'Goon Squad' case

        
        
            A third former Mississippi sheriff's deputy has been sentenced to more than 17 years in federal prison for his part in torturing two Black men. In all, six former law officers are being sentenced over three days after they pleaded guilty to subjecting the two men to racist torture in 2023.
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    [image: FILE - This combination of photos shows, from top left, former Rankin County sheriff's deputies Hunter Elward, Christian Dedmon, Brett McAlpin, Jeffrey Middleton, Daniel Opdyke and former Richland police officer Joshua Hartfield appearing at the Rankin County Circuit Court in Brandon, Miss., Aug. 14, 2023. Two Black men who were tortured for hours by the six Mississippi law enforcement officers in 2023 called Monday, March 18, 2024, for a federal judge to impose the strictest possible penalties at their sentencings this week. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: Eddie Terrell Parker and his aunt Linda Rawls express their joy at the 40-year prison sentence given to former Rankin County sheriff's deputy Christian Dedmon by a federal judge, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. Dedmon was sentenced for his part in the racist torture of Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins by a group of white officers who called themselves the ]
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[image: "Now I am locking them up," says Eddie Terrell Parker, showing off a handcuff necklace that he wears at the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins, was assaulted by then six Rankin County law men in 2023, witnessed the sentencing of former deputy Daniel Opdyke to 17.5 years in federal prison for his actions. Opdyke is the third of the six former officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on them and have pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Attorney Jeffery Reynolds expresses disappointment on the 17.5 years federal prison sentence his client former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke received for his role in the racially motivated, violent torture of Black two men, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. Opdyke and five other now former Rankin County law enforcement officers pleaded guilty to numerous charges on the torture of the men. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Melvin Jenkins, second from right, speaks to reporters while standing with lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, second from left, and his son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, on the sentencing of the third of six former Rankin County law enforcement officers, who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on his son Michael and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023., while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his actions. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Melvin Jenkins, second from right, speaks to reporters while standing with lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, second from left, and his son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, on the sentencing of the third of six former Rankin County law enforcement officers, who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on his son Michael and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023., while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his actions. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 14
Melvin Jenkins, second from right, speaks to reporters while standing with lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, second from left, and his son Michael Corey Jenkins, right, on the sentencing of the third of six former Rankin County law enforcement officers, who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on his son Michael and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023., while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his actions. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, second from left, speaks to reporters while his clients, Eddie Terrell Parker, left, Michael Corey Jenkins, and his father Melvin Jenkins, center, and mother Mary Jenkins, right, listen while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, following the federal court sentencing of the third of six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on Parker and Jenkins in 2023. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, left, and Eddie Terrell Parker enter the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, for sentencing on the third of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on them in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and their sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Civil co-counsel Trent Walker, center, speaks to reporters on the sentencing of the third former Rankin County law enforcement officer, while his clients, Eddie Terrell Parker, left, Michael Corey Jenkins, listen while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his role with five other now former Rankin County law enforcement officers, in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and Jenkins. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, right, follows a friend as he enters the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, for sentencing on the third of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on him and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and their sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Melvin Jenkins, second from left, speaks to reporters while standing with lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, left, and his son Michael Corey Jenkins, second from right, and wife Mary Jenkins, regarding the sentencing of the third of six former Rankin County law enforcement officers, who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on his son Michael and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023., while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his actions. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Civil co-counsel Trent Walker, right, speaks to reporters on the sentencing of the third former Rankin County law enforcement officer, while his one of his clients, Eddie Terrell Parker, left, and his aunt, Linda Rawls listen, while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his role with five other now former Rankin County law enforcement officers, in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and Jenkins. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | Civil co-counsel Trent Walker, right, speaks to reporters on the sentencing of the third former Rankin County law enforcement officer, while his one of his clients, Eddie Terrell Parker, left, and his aunt, Linda Rawls listen, while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his role with five other now former Rankin County law enforcement officers, in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and Jenkins. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Civil co-counsel Trent Walker, right, speaks to reporters on the sentencing of the third former Rankin County law enforcement officer, while his one of his clients, Eddie Terrell Parker, left, and his aunt, Linda Rawls listen, while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Former Rankin County deputy Daniel Opdyke was sentenced to 17.5 years in federal prison for his role with five other now former Rankin County law enforcement officers, in the racially motivated, violent torture of Parker and Jenkins. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Mary Jenkins, right, and Melvin Jenkins, center, parents of Michael Corey Jenkins, and Linda Rawls, aunt of Eddie Terrell Parker, walk towards Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, for sentencing on the third of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on their child and nephew in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | Mary Jenkins, right, and Melvin Jenkins, center, parents of Michael Corey Jenkins, and Linda Rawls, aunt of Eddie Terrell Parker, walk towards Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, for sentencing on the third of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on their child and nephew in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Mary Jenkins, right, and Melvin Jenkins, center, parents of Michael Corey Jenkins, and Linda Rawls, aunt of Eddie Terrell Parker, walk towards Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 20, 2024, for sentencing on the third of the six former Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on their child and nephew in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of federal charges for torturing them and sentencing began Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: John Osborne, 62, of Jackson, sits outside the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, March 19, 2024, with signs of support for the two men abused by then six Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on Michael Corey Jenkins and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of charges for torturing them and their sentencing begins Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | John Osborne, 62, of Jackson, sits outside the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, March 19, 2024, with signs of support for the two men abused by then six Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on Michael Corey Jenkins and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of charges for torturing them and their sentencing begins Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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John Osborne, 62, of Jackson, sits outside the Thad Cochran United States Courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, March 19, 2024, with signs of support for the two men abused by then six Mississippi Rankin County law enforcement officers who committed numerous acts of racially motivated, violent torture on Michael Corey Jenkins and his friend Eddie Terrell Parker in 2023. The six former law officers pleaded guilty to a number of charges for torturing them and their sentencing begins Tuesday in federal court. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, who along with Eddie Terrell Parker had been victims of torture by then six Mississippi Rankin County law officers in 2023, shows the scar left from having a gun fired off in his mouth by one of the now former lawmen, while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Jenkins still suffers from the injury. Former Mississippi Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy Hunter Elward, received a 20-year in prison sentence, for his role in the torturing Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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Michael Corey Jenkins, who along with Eddie Terrell Parker had been victims of torture by then six Mississippi Rankin County law officers in 2023, shows the scar left from having a gun fired off in his mouth by one of the now former lawmen, while outside the federal courthouse in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Jenkins still suffers from the injury. Former Mississippi Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy Hunter Elward, received a 20-year in prison sentence, for his role in the torturing Tuesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- Two former Mississippi deputies wept in court Wednesday as a federal judge sentenced them to years in prison and condemned their cruelty for breaking into a home with four other white officers and torturing two Black men.
U.S. District Judge Tom Lee sentenced Christian Dedmon, 29, to 40 years in prison and Daniel Opdyke, 28, to 17.5 years.
Lee said Dedmon carried out the most "shocking, brutal and cruel attacks imaginable" against the two Black men, Michael Corey Jenkins and Eddie Terrell Parker, and against a white man during a traffic stop weeks earlier.
Dedmon did not look at Jenkins and Parker as he apologized Wednesday, saying he'd never forgive himself for the pain he caused.
Jenkins, who has trouble speaking after being shot in the mouth during the January 2023 attack, said in a statement read by his lawyer that Dedmon's actions were the most depraved of any of those who attacked him.

    


"Deputy Dedmon is the worst example of a police officer in the United States," Jenkins' lawyer read. "Deputy Dedmon was the most aggressive, sickest and the most wicked."
On Tuesday, Lee sentenced 31-year-old Hunter Elward, who shot Jenkins, to nearly 20 years in prison and Jeffrey Middleton, 46, to 17.5 years. The judge called their actions "egregious and despicable." They, like Opdyke and Dedmon, worked as Rankin County sheriff's deputies during the attack.




Another former deputy, Brett McAlpin, 53, and a former Richland police officer, Joshua Hartfield, 32, are set for sentencing Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All six pleaded guilty last August, admitting that they broke into a home without a warrant and tortured Jenkins and Parker after a neighbor complained the men were staying there with a white woman. 
Hours before Dedmon's sentencing, Opdyke cried profusely as he turned to look at Jenkins and Parker, saying isolation behind bars had given him time to reflect on "how I transformed into the monster I became that night." 

    


"The weight of my actions and the harm I've caused will haunt me every day," Opdyke said. "I wish I could take away your suffering."
Parker rested his head in his hands and closed his eyes, then stood and left the courtroom before Opdyke finished speaking. Jenkins said he was "broken" and "ashamed" by the cruelty inflicted on him.
Some of the former officers involved in the attack called themselves the "Goon Squad." The judge said Opdyke may not have been fully aware of what being a member of the group entailed when Middleton asked him to join, but Opdyke did know it involved using excessive force. 
Last March, months before federal prosecutors announced charges in August, an investigation by The Associated Press linked some of the deputies to at least four violent encounters with Black men since 2019 that left two dead and another with lasting injuries.
The former officers stuck to their cover story for months until finally admitting that they tortured Jenkins and Parker. Elward admitted to shoving a gun into Jenkins' mouth and firing it in a "mock execution" that went awry.

    


In a statement Tuesday, Attorney General Merrick Garland condemned the "heinous attack on citizens they had sworn an oath to protect."
The terror began Jan. 24, 2023, with a racist call for extrajudicial violence when a white person in Rankin County complained to McAlpin that two Black men were staying with a white woman at a house in Braxton. McAlpin told Dedmon, who texted a group of white deputies asking if they were "available for a mission." "No bad mugshots," he texted -- a green light, prosecutors said, to use excessive force on parts of the body that wouldn't appear in a booking photo. 
Once inside, they handcuffed Jenkins and his friend Parker and poured milk, alcohol and chocolate syrup over their faces. They forced them to strip naked and shower together to conceal the mess. They mocked the victims with racial slurs and shocked them with stun guns. Dedmon and Opdyke assaulted them with a sex toy. 
After Elward shot Jenkins in the mouth, lacerating his tongue and breaking his jaw, they devised a coverup that included planting drugs and a gun. False charges stood against Jenkins and Parker for months.

    


The majority-white Rankin County is just east of the state capital, Jackson, home to one of the highest percentages of Black residents of any major U.S. city. The officers shouted at Jenkins and Parker to "stay out of Rankin County and go back to Jackson or 'their side' of the Pearl River," according to court documents.
Opdyke was the first to admit what they did, his attorney Jeff Reynolds said Wednesday. On April 12, he showed investigators a WhatsApp text thread where the officers discussed their plan and what happened. Had he thrown his phone in a river, as some of the other officers did, investigators might not have discovered the encrypted messages.

    


Reynolds also said Opdyke was sexually assaulted as a child and had seen the older deputies as father figures, making him susceptible to the culture of misconduct within the Rankin County Sheriff's Office. 
"When a new officer goes over there, they start indoctrinating people," Reynolds said. "Where is the true leadership? Why aren't they in this court?"
Dedmon, who planted drugs on Jenkins to frame him on false charges, said bad behavior did not get in the way of his promotion to narcotics investigator.
"It's because instead of doing the right thing, I chose to do the wrong thing," Dedmon said.
Dedmon, like Opdyke and Elward, also pleaded guilty to taking part in an assault on a white man during a traffic stop Dec. 4, 2022. Prosecutors revealed the victim's identity Tuesday as Alan Schmidt. Reynolds said Opdyke held Schmidt down until Dedmon arrived but didn't beat him or sexually assault him.
The AP does not typically name people who say they were sexually assaulted unless they consent to being identified or come forward publicly.
According to a statement from Schmidt that prosecutors read in court, Dedmon accused him of possessing stolen property. Schmidt said he was handcuffed, pulled from his vehicle and beaten.
Prosecutors said Elward and Opdyke failed to intervene as Dedmon punched and kicked him, used a Taser on him, fired his gun into the air, then sexually assaulted him.
"What sick individual does this?" Schmidt wrote.
Dedmon admitted to firing a gun into the air to intimidate Schmidt but denied sexually assaulting him. Prosecutors said they read details from the sexual assault into the court record when Dedmon pleaded guilty, and Dedmon said he agreed with the facts presented.
Rankin County Sheriff Bryan Bailey, who took office in 2012, revealed no details about his deputies' actions when he announced they had been fired last June. After they pleaded guilty, Bailey said the officers had gone rogue and promised changes. Jenkins and Parker called for his resignation and filed a $400 million civil lawsuit against the department.
___
Michael Goldberg is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow him at @mikergoldberg.
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Grambling State rallies to win its first NCAA Tournament game, beating Montana State in OT

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith reacts to making a 3-point basket against Montana State during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith reacts to making a 3-point basket against Montana State during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State guard Zahad Munford wipes his face as he sits near the sideline during the second half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | Grambling State guard Zahad Munford wipes his face as he sits near the sideline during the second half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, drives to the basket against Montana State guard Tyler Patterson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, drives to the basket against Montana State guard Tyler Patterson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith claps during a stop in play in overtime of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith claps during a stop in play in overtime of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Montana State forward Brandon Walker, right, is defended by Grambling State forward Jonathan Aku during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | Montana State forward Brandon Walker, right, is defended by Grambling State forward Jonathan Aku during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith drives to the basket against Montana State guard Eddie Turner III during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith drives to the basket against Montana State guard Eddie Turner III during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, attempts a 3-point shot against Montana State forward Sam Lecholat during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, attempts a 3-point shot against Montana State forward Sam Lecholat during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Montana State forward Brian Goracke, right, shoots against Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | Montana State forward Brian Goracke, right, shoots against Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Montana State guard Robert Ford III reacts to making a 3-point shot against Grambling State during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | Montana State guard Robert Ford III reacts to making a 3-point shot against Grambling State during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Montana State coach Matt Logie shouts during the first half of the team's First Four game against Grambling State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | Montana State coach Matt Logie shouts during the first half of the team's First Four game against Grambling State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson gestures during the first half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson gestures during the first half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith (11) dunks against Montana State during overtime of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith (11) dunks against Montana State during overtime of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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        Grambling State rallies to win its first NCAA Tournament game, beating Montana State in OT

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith reacts to making a 3-point basket against Montana State during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith reacts to making a 3-point basket against Montana State during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith reacts to making a 3-point basket against Montana State during the second half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State guard Zahad Munford wipes his face as he sits near the sideline during the second half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | Grambling State guard Zahad Munford wipes his face as he sits near the sideline during the second half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Grambling State guard Zahad Munford wipes his face as he sits near the sideline during the second half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, drives to the basket against Montana State guard Tyler Patterson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, drives to the basket against Montana State guard Tyler Patterson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, drives to the basket against Montana State guard Tyler Patterson, left, during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith claps during a stop in play in overtime of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith claps during a stop in play in overtime of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith claps during a stop in play in overtime of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)
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[image: Montana State forward Brandon Walker, right, is defended by Grambling State forward Jonathan Aku during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | Montana State forward Brandon Walker, right, is defended by Grambling State forward Jonathan Aku during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 12
Montana State forward Brandon Walker, right, is defended by Grambling State forward Jonathan Aku during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith drives to the basket against Montana State guard Eddie Turner III during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Grambling State forward Antwan Burnett, right, attempts a 3-point shot against Montana State forward Sam Lecholat during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Montana State forward Brian Goracke, right, shoots against Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Montana State guard Robert Ford III reacts to making a 3-point shot against Grambling State during the first half of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Montana State coach Matt Logie shouts during the first half of the team's First Four game against Grambling State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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[image: Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson gestures during the first half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson gestures during the first half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 12
Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson gestures during the first half of the team's First Four game against Montana State in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grambling State guard Jourdan Smith (11) dunks against Montana State during overtime of a First Four game in the NCAA men's college basketball tournament Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Dayton, Ohio. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster)]
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                                        DAYTON, Ohio (AP) -- Jimel Cofer scored all 19 of his points in the second half and overtime and Grambling State rallied from a 14-point deficit to beat Montana State 88-81 to earn its first NCAA Tournament win in program history in the First Four on Wednesday night.
The Southwestern Athletic Conference champion Tigers (21-14) advance as the No. 16 seed in the Midwest Region to play No. 1 seed Purdue on Friday night in Indianapolis.
"Incredible. That's what March is made of, baby," Grambling State coach Donte' Jackson said. "You got to find a way to fight, stay in the game, and have that one last run."
Montana State's Robert Ford III made his fifth 3-pointer of the game to tie the game at 78 for the Big Sky Conference tournament champions with 2:02 left in overtime, but Grambling iced the game from the free throw line with eight straight points.

    


Montana State (17-18) went 1 of 6 in the final 1:27 in failing to win its first NCAA Tournament game in its sixth attempt.
Burnett and Jourdan Smith had 18 points apiece for the Tigers.
Grambling State, which was playing in the NCAA Tournament for the first time despite a 2-10 start to the season, rode a second-half surge going on a 21-6 run erasing its 42-33 halftime deficit. Cofer, who didn't play in the first half, flipped in a layup as part of an individual 6-0 run giving the Tigers their first lead of the second half 60-59 with 5:47 remaining in regulation.




Cofer laid in a game-tying score with 34 seconds left to knot it at 72, and Montana State's Brandon Walker missed a potential go-ahead layup with 9 seconds left to send the game to overtime.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Montana State shot 63% in the first half and held a lead as large as 14 in its third-straight NCAA Tournament appearance.
"There were some definite momentum swings," Montana State coach Matt Logie said.
Ford had 26 points to lead Montana State. Brian Goracke added 15 and Brandon Walker had 14.

    


"I would just say I understand how hard it is to get here," said Ford, who hit six 3-pointers. "There's a lot of great players in the league. There's a lot of great teams. The biggest part is understanding what it takes to get here and when you get here, what it feels like."
The First Four went to overtime for the first time since Notre Dame beat Rutgers 89-87 in double overtime in 2022.
FIRST TIME DANCING
Grambling made the NCAA Tournament for the first time in its 47-year history. 
"What this means for our program, it's an understatement, to be totally honest," Jackson said. "Just let these guys know, when they could have went to all these other big schools and things of that nature, that they chose right by coming to Grambling. And just really thankful, just all our guys that's here and just the way they prepared and how they played today."
CLUTCH COFER
Cofer scored a team-high 13 points in the second half and six in overtime. He didn't spend any time on the floor in the first half and didn't play during the SWAC championship game Saturday.
"I was just trying to stay locked in the whole time," Cofer said. "Even when I'm not playing I'm locked in the game because I know eventually my name is going to be called. Once I'm out there, I've got to do what I have to do."

    


HALFTIME ADJUSTMENTS
The Tigers trailed by double figures in both halves and by as many as 14 points in the second.
"At halftime, it was somewhere we'd already been before. We knew what we had to do," Cofer said. "We played a big schedule in the regular season, so it wasn't nothing new."
DEEP BENCH
Grambling had four players in double figures, with Mika Stevenson adding 10.
"It's one thing to scout and go through the plays," Jackson said. "It's another thing for them to run the plays at the pace that they run them at and shoot the ball at the pace they shoot it at. But at the end of the day, we locked in and those guys found a way to get it done."
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and the House Republican leadership meet with reporters as lawmakers work to pass the final set of spending bills to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., talks with reporters to discuss efforts to pass the final set of spending bills to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., reacts to his conversation with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and chides Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., for his critical remarks last week criticizing the Israeli leader for the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., arrives as House Republicans meet behind closed-doors to determine how quickly lawmakers can wrap up this fiscal year's final set of spending bills and passed to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., arrives as House Republicans meet behind closed-doors to determine how quickly lawmakers can wrap up this fiscal year's final set of spending bills and passed to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: House Appropriations Committee Chair Kay Granger, R-Texas, arrives as House Republicans meet behind closed-doors to determine how quickly lawmakers can wrap up this fiscal year's final set of spending bills and passed to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., talks with reporters to discuss efforts to pass the final set of spending bills to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., reacts to his conversation with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and chides Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., for his critical remarks last week criticizing the Israeli leader for the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., arrives as House Republicans meet behind closed-doors to determine how quickly lawmakers can wrap up this fiscal year's final set of spending bills and passed to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: House Appropriations Committee Chair Kay Granger, R-Texas, arrives as House Republicans meet behind closed-doors to determine how quickly lawmakers can wrap up this fiscal year's final set of spending bills and passed to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Congressional leaders from both parties looked to put a positive light on a $1.2 trillion spending package that lawmakers are working to approve before funding expires at midnight Friday for a host of key government agencies.
Text of the legislation had not been released as of Wednesday afternoon, but lawmakers and aides were expecting an official unveiling early Thursday. The package, which is expected to pass, will wrap up Congress' work on spending bills for the year -- nearly six months after the fiscal year began.
This year's dozen spending bills were packed into two packages. The first one cleared Congress two weeks ago just hours before a shutdown deadline for the agencies funded through the bills. 
Now Congress is focused on the second, larger package, which includes about $886 billion for defense, about a 3% increase from last year's levels. The bill also funds the Departments of Homeland Security, Health and Human Services, Labor and others, with non-defense spending expected to be relatively flat compared to the prior year.





    


Leaders worked to sell the package to members. In a closed-door meeting with GOP lawmakers in the morning, Speaker Mike Johnson described a few of the policy changes that House Republicans were able to secure in the latest negotiations. Those included a prohibition on funding for a United Nations relief program for Palestinian refugees that extends through March 2025. He also noted the bill funds 8,000 additional detention beds for noncitizens awaiting their immigration proceedings or removal from the country.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Homeland (Security) piece was the most difficult to negotiate because the two parties have a wide chasm between them," Johnson said at the GOP leadership's weekly press conference. "I think the final product is something that we were able to achieve a lot of key provisions in, and wins, and it moved in a direction that we want even with our tiny, historically small majority."

    


The House is expected to vote on the second package on Friday, giving lawmakers more than a day to examine the legislation, but in doing so, leadership is bypassing a House rule that calls for giving lawmakers 72 hours to review major legislation before having to vote on it.
That is riling some House Republicans, but following the rule would surely invite some lapse in federal funding, even if just for a day or so, for several key federal agencies.
Once the bill passes the House, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. said he will put it on the Senate floor.
"Even with bipartisanship, it's going to be a tight squeeze to get this funding package before the weekend deadline," Schumer said.
Democrats celebrated staving off the vast majority of policy mandates Republicans had sought to include in the spending bills, such as restricting access to the abortion pill mifepristone or banning access to gender-affirming health care.
"We're exactly in the position that we knew we were going to end up," said Rep. Pete Aguilar D-Calif. "We knew that House Democrats, Senate Democrats, Senate Republicans and the White House weren't going to tolerate any significant harmful cuts and crazy policy riders."

    


The spending in the bill largely tracks with an agreement that former Speaker Kevin McCarthy worked out with the White House in May 2023, which restricted spending for two years and suspended the debt ceiling into January 2025 so the federal government could continue paying its bills.
"We have had to stick to some difficult toplines and fight off literally hundreds of Republican poison pills, not to mention some really harsh, almost unthinkable, cuts proposed by House Republicans," said Sen. Patty Murray, the Democratic chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee. "But now we have a good, bipartisan bill that protects absolutely essential investments in the American people."
McCarthy was ousted from the speaker's role a few months after securing the debt ceiling deal. Eight Republicans ended up joining with Democrats in removing McCarthy as speaker. And some of those unhappy with that debt ceiling deal also expressed misgivings about the latest package.

    


Johnson is expected to bring the bill up for a vote through a streamlined process that requires two-thirds support for the bill to pass. The earlier spending package passed by a vote of 339-85 with Republicans providing all but two of the no votes. 
"If this bill sits out for two weeks, it will get pilloried like a pinata," said Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas. "So they want to jam it through over the next 48 hours."
"I hope there will be some modest wins. Unfortunately, I don't expect that we will get much in the way of significant policy wins based on past history and based on our unwillingness to do use any kind of leverage to force policy wins, meaning a willingness to walk away and say no," said Rep. Bob Good, R-Va.

    


One of the changes Johnson touted for members was prohibiting -- through March 2025 -- funding for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, which is the main supplier of food, water and shelter to civilians in Gaza. Republicans are insisting on cutting off funding to the agency after Israel alleged that a dozen employees of the agency were involved in the attack that Hamas conducted in Israel on Oc. 7.
The U.S. is the biggest donor to the agency, providing it with about $364 million in 2022 and $371 million in 2023. After Israel made its allegations, the Biden administration paused funding for the agency. Republicans seek a more lasting prohibition.
But the prohibition does concern some lawmakers because many relief agencies say there is no way to replace its ability to deliver the humanitarian assistance that the United States and others are trying to send to Gaza, where a quarter of the 2.3 million residents are starving. 
Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., said in a recent speech on the Senate floor that any individual who participated in the Oct. 7 attack must be held responsible. But not innocent civilians.
"Punish the 14. Don't punish 2 million innocent Gazans," Van Hollen said.
But House Republicans are describing the agency as "part of the problem" that Israel is confronting. About three dozen wrote Appropriations Committee members saying, "in light of UNRWA's record of troublesome allegations and disturbing revelations since Hamas's October 7 terrorist attack on Israel, we believe that going forward no further U.S. taxpayer funds can be given to the agency."
Johnson also touted to colleagues a 6% cut to foreign aid programs and only allowing the American flag to be flown over U.S. diplomatic facilities as wins, according to a Republican congressional aid not authorized to speak publicly. Under the Biden administration, U.S. embassies have been invited to fly the pride flag or light up with rainbow colors in support of the LGBTQ community.
Johnson said that after the spending package passes, the House would next turn its attention to a bill that focuses on aiding Ukraine and Israel, though lawmakers are scheduled to be away from Washington for the next two weeks. The Senate has already approved a $95.3 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, but Johnson has declined to bring that up for a vote.
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M. Emmet Walsh, unforgettable character actor from 'Blood Simple,' 'Blade Runner,' dies at 88

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - M. Emmet Walsh arrives at the 2014 Film Independent Spirit Awards, March 1, 2014, in Santa Monica, Calif. Walsh, the character actor who brought his unmistakable face and unsettling presence to films including ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - M. Emmet Walsh arrives at the 2014 Film Independent Spirit Awards, March 1, 2014, in Santa Monica, Calif. Walsh, the character actor who brought his unmistakable face and unsettling presence to films including "Blood Simple" and "Blade Runner," died Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at age 88, his manager said Wednesday. (Photo by John Shearer/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- M. Emmet Walsh, the character actor who brought his unmistakable face and unsettling presence to films including "Blood Simple" and "Blade Runner," has died at age 88, his manager said Wednesday. 
Walsh died from cardiac arrest on Tuesday at a hospital in St. Albans, Vermont, his longtime manager Sandy Joseph said. 
The ham-faced, heavyset Walsh often played good old boys with bad intentions, as he did in one of his rare leading roles as a crooked Texas private detective in the Coen brothers' first film, the 1984 neo-noir "Blood Simple."
Joel and Ethan Coen said they wrote the part for Walsh, who would win the first Film Independent Spirit Award for best male lead for the role.
Critics and film geeks relished the moments when he showed up on screen.
Roger Ebert once observed that "no movie featuring either Harry Dean Stanton or M. Emmet Walsh in a supporting role can be altogether bad."

    


Walsh played a crazed sniper in the 1979 Steve Martin comedy "The Jerk" and a prostate-examining doctor in the 1985 Chevy Chase vehicle "Fletch."
In 1982's gritty, "Blade Runner," a film he said was grueling and difficult to make with perfectionist director Ridley Scott, Walsh plays a hard-nosed police captain who pulls Harrison Ford from retirement to hunt down cyborgs.




Born Michael Emmet Walsh, his characters led people to believe he was from the American South, but he could hardly have been from any further north.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Walsh was raised on Lake Champlain in Swanton, Vermont, just a few miles from the U.S.-Canadian border, where his grandfather, father and brother worked as customs officers.
He went to a tiny local high school with a graduating class of 13, then to Clarkson University in Potsdam, New York, and the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City.
He acted exclusively on the stage, with no intention of doing otherwise, for a decade, working in summer stock and repertory companies.

    


Walsh slowly started making film appearances in 1969 with a bit role in "Alice's Restaurant," and did not start playing prominent roles until nearly a decade after that when he was in his 40s, getting his breakthrough with 1978's "Straight Time," in which he played Dustin Hoffman's smug, boorish parole officer.
Walsh was shooting "Silkwood" with Meryl Streep in Dallas in the autumn of 1982 when he got the offer for "Blood Simple" from the Coen brothers, then-aspiring filmmakers who had seen and loved him in "Straight Time."
"My agent called with a script written by some kids for a low-budget movie," Walsh told The Guardian in 2017. "It was a Sydney Greenstreet kind of role, with a Panama suit and the hat. I thought it was kinda fun and interesting. They were 100 miles away in Austin, so I went down there early one day before shooting."
Walsh said the filmmakers didn't even have enough money left to fly him to New York for the opening, but he would be stunned that first-time filmmakers had produced something so good.
"I saw it three or four days later when it opened in LA, and I was, like: Wow!" he said. "Suddenly my price went up five times. I was the guy everybody wanted."

    


In the film he plays Loren Visser, a detective asked to trail a man's wife, then is paid to kill her and her lover.
Visser also acts as narrator, and the opening monologue, delivered in a Texas drawl, included some of Walsh's most memorable lines.
"Now, in Russia they got it mapped out so that everyone pulls for everyone else. That's the theory, anyway," Visser says. "But what I know about is Texas. And down here, you're on your own."
He was still working into his late 80s, making recent appearances on the TV series "The Righteous Gemstones" and "American Gigolo." 
And his more than 100 film credits included director Rian Johnson's 2019 family murder mystery, "Knives Out" and director Mario Van Peebles' Western "Outlaw Posse," released this year. 
Johnson was among those paying tribute to Walsh on social media. 
"Emmet came to set with 2 things: a copy of his credits, which was a small-type single spaced double column list of modern classics that filled a whole page, & two-dollar bills which he passed out to the entire crew," Johnson tweeted. "'Don't spend it and you'll never be broke.' Absolute legend." 
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Alabama governor signs bill barring diversity, equity and inclusion programs

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey delivers the State of the State address at the state Capitol, Feb. 6, 2024, in Montgomery, Ala. Ivey on Wednesday, March 20, signed legislation that would ban diversity, equity and inclusion programs at public schools, universities and state agencies and prohibit the teaching of ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey delivers the State of the State address at the state Capitol, Feb. 6, 2024, in Montgomery, Ala. Ivey on Wednesday, March 20, signed legislation that would ban diversity, equity and inclusion programs at public schools, universities and state agencies and prohibit the teaching of "divisive concepts" including that someone should feel guilty because of their race or gender. (The Montgomery Advertiser via AP, File)
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey on Wednesday signed legislation that would ban diversity, equity and inclusion programs at public schools, universities and state agencies and prohibit the teaching of "divisive concepts" including that someone should feel guilty because of their race or gender. 
The measure, which takes effect Oct. 1, is part of a wave of proposals from Republican lawmakers across the country taking aim at diversity, equity and inclusion programs, also known as DEI, on college campuses. Republicans say the programs deepen divisions and promote a particular political viewpoint. But opponents say it is a rollback of hard-won advances and programs that welcome underrepresented student populations. 
"My administration has and will continue to value Alabama's rich diversity, however, I refuse to allow a few bad actors on college campuses - or wherever else for that matter - to go under the acronym of DEI, using taxpayer funds, to push their liberal political movement counter to what the majority of Alabamians believe," Ivey said in a statement. 

    


Also Wednesday, an Alabama House committee advanced legislation that would ban teacher-led discussions in public schools on sexual orientation and gender identity and prohibit displaying Pride flags in classrooms. The measure, part of a wave of laws across the country that critics have dubbed "Don't Say Gay," now moves to the full House.




The DEI measure was sharply criticized by opponents who said it was taking the state backward, instead of forward.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This regressive measure undermines the strides we've made in cultivating an inclusive society in Alabama by stifling essential discussions and programs that are key to improving our state," Alabama House Minority Leader Anthony Daniels said. 
Daniels said it "detrimentally impacts the educational experience of college students by removing programs in which they can receive support, build communities, and learn how to be prosperous and inclusive citizens," 

    


The Alabama legislation would prohibit universities, K-12 school systems and state agencies from sponsoring DEI programs, defined under the bill as classes, training, programs and events where attendance is based on a person's race, sex, gender identity, ethnicity, national origin or sexual orientation. 
The bill also says schools, universities and state agencies cannot require students, employees and contractors to attend classes and training sessions "that advocates for or requires assent" to what the bill lists as eight "divisive concepts."
 The list of banned concepts includes that "any individual should accept, acknowledge, affirm, or assent to a sense of guilt, complicity, or a need to apologize on the basis of his or her race, color, religion, sex, ethnicity, or national origin," or that fault, blame or bias should be assigned to people based on race, religion, gender or national origin. 
Auburn University, a public institution, said in a letter to faculty, staff and students that it was evaluating the new law's implications. 

    


The measure will affect "use of state funds to sponsor DEI programs and activities" but does not prohibit instruction associated with accreditation standards and academic support for students of a particular demographic, university leadership wrote. 
"We are resolute in our mission to deliver exceptional student experiences and to provide support to all of our students with particular emphasis on providing access and opportunity," the letter said. 
The bill also would attempt to prohibit transgender people on college campuses from using multiple occupancy restrooms that correspond with their current gender identity.
The legislation says colleges and universities "shall ensure that every multiple occupancy restroom be designated for use by individuals based" on the sex that a person was assigned at birth. It is unclear how the requirement would be enforced. 
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Shohei Ohtani's interpreter fired by Dodgers after allegations of 'massive theft' from Japanese star

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -Ippei Mizuhara stands next to Japanese baseball star Shohei Ohtani and translates during an interview at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | FILE -Ippei Mizuhara stands next to Japanese baseball star Shohei Ohtani and translates during an interview at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, left, and interpreter Ippei Mizuhara answer questions during a news conference at Dodger Stadium on Dec. 14, 2023, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara has been fired from the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,File)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks to his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the fifth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks to his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the fifth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, center, smiles as he stands in the dugout during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) smiles as he warms up with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, before a spring training baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels in Phoenix, Tuesday, March 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) smiles as he warms up with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, before a spring training baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels in Phoenix, Tuesday, March 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, holds up his hands as he talks with a trainer during spring training baseball workouts in Phoenix, March 3, 2024. Mizhuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster,File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, March 16, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, March 16, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani walks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara at batting practice during spring training baseball workouts in Phoenix on Feb. 12, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster,File)]
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    [image: FILE -Ippei Mizuhara stands next to Japanese baseball star Shohei Ohtani and translates during an interview at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, left, and interpreter Ippei Mizuhara answer questions during a news conference at Dodger Stadium on Dec. 14, 2023, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara has been fired from the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, left, and interpreter Ippei Mizuhara answer questions during a news conference at Dodger Stadium on Dec. 14, 2023, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara has been fired from the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8
FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, left, and interpreter Ippei Mizuhara answer questions during a news conference at Dodger Stadium on Dec. 14, 2023, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara has been fired from the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,File)
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks to his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the fifth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, center, smiles as he stands in the dugout during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) smiles as he warms up with his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, before a spring training baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels in Phoenix, Tuesday, March 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, holds up his hands as he talks with a trainer during spring training baseball workouts in Phoenix, March 3, 2024. Mizhuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster,File)]
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FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, center, with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, left, holds up his hands as he talks with a trainer during spring training baseball workouts in Phoenix, March 3, 2024. Mizhuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster,File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, leave after a news conference ahead of a baseball workout at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea, March 16, 2024. Mizuhara has been fired by the Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani's interpreter and close friend has been fired by the Los Angeles Dodgers following allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese baseball star.
Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, 39, was let go from the team Wednesday following reports from the Los Angeles Times and ESPN about his alleged ties to an illegal bookmaker. The team is in Seoul, South Korea, this week as Ohtani makes his Dodgers debut, and Mizuhara was in Los Angeles' dugout during their season-opening win.
Mizuhara was seen regularly chatting with Ohtani, who was the Dodgers' designated hitter, seemingly discussing his at-bats over a tablet computer.
"In the course of responding to recent media inquiries, we discovered that Shohei has been the victim of a massive theft and we are turning the matter over to the authorities," law firm Berk Brettler LLP said in a statement Wednesday.





    


Sports gambling is illegal in California, even as 38 states and the District of Columbia allow some form of it.
Mizuhara is a familiar face to baseball fans as Ohtani's constant companion, interpreting for him with the media and at other appearances since Ohtani came to the U.S. in 2017. He even served as Ohtani's catcher during the Home Run Derby at the 2021 All-Star Game. When Ohtani left the Los Angeles Angels to sign a $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodgers in December, the club also hired Mizuhara. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dodgers said in a statement they were "aware of media reports and are gathering information. 
"The team can confirm that interpreter Ippei Mizuhara has been terminated," the statement said. "The team has no further comment at this time."
On Tuesday, Mizuhara told ESPN that his bets were on international soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football. MLB rules prohibit players and team employees from wagering -- even legally -- on baseball and also ban betting on other sports with illegal or offshore bookmakers.

    


"I never bet on baseball," Mizuhara told ESPN. "That's 100%. I knew that rule ... We have a meeting about that in spring training."
The Associated Press could not immediately reach Mizuhara for comment Wednesday.
Mizuhara was born in Japan and moved to the Los Angeles area in 1991 so his father could work as a chef. He attended Diamond Bar High School in eastern Los Angeles County and graduated from the University of California, Riverside, in 2007.
After college, Mizuhara was hired by the Boston Red Sox as an interpreter for Japanese pitcher Hideki Okajima. In 2013, he returned to Japan to translate for English-speaking players on the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters. That's where he first met Ohtani, who joined the team that same year.
After Ohtani signed with the Angels in 2017, the team hired Mizuhara to work as his personal interpreter. ESPN said Mizuhara told the outlet this week he has been paid between $300,000 and $500,000 annually.
ESPN said it spoke to Mizuhara on Tuesday night, at which point the interpreter said Ohtani had paid his gambling debts at Mizuhara's request. After the statement from Ohtani's attorneys saying the player was a victim of theft, ESPN says Mizuhara changed his story Wednesday and claimed Ohtani had no knowledge of the gambling debts and had not transferred any money to bookmakers.

    


Mizuhara said he incurred more than $1 million in debt by the end of 2022 and his losses increased from there.
"I'm terrible (at gambling). Never going to do it again. Never won any money," Mizuhara said. "I mean, I dug myself a hole and it kept on getting bigger, and it meant I had to bet bigger to get out of it and just kept on losing. It's like a snowball effect."
It would be the biggest gambling scandal for baseball since Pete Rose agreed to a lifetime ban in 1989 after an investigation for MLB by lawyer John Dowd found Rose placed numerous bets on the Cincinnati Reds to win from 1985-87 while playing for and managing the team.
The MLB gambling policy, posted in every locker room, prohibits players and team employees from wagering -- even legally -- on baseball and also bans betting on other sports with illegal or offshore bookmakers. Betting on baseball is punishable with a one-year ban from the sport. The penalty for betting on other sports illegally is at the commissioner's discretion.

    


Ohtani's stardom has spread worldwide, even as the two-way player has remained largely media-shy. The news of his recent marriage to Mamiko Tanaka shocked fans from Japan to the U.S. While he underwent surgery on his right elbow last September and will not pitch this season, he will be used as a designated hitter and there is a possibility he could play in the field. He went 2 for 5 with an RBI in his first game, the season opener against the San Diego Padres in Seoul. 
__
Blum reported from New York.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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Republicans make last-ditch request for Biden to testify as impeachment inquiry winds down
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House impeachment inquiry into President Joe Biden is all but winding down, lacking the political appetite from within the Republican ranks to go forward with an actual impeachment, but facing political pressure to deliver after months of work.
The chairman of the House Oversight and Accountability Committee, Republican Rep. James Comer, made a last-ditch push at Wednesday's hearing, announcing he will seek testimony from Biden himself, saying the Democratic president was either "complicit or incompetent" in his son Hunter Biden's business dealings. It's highly unlikely Biden would appear before the committee. 
"We need to hear from the president himself," Comer said at the close of the nearly eight-hour hearing.
The White House told Republicans to "move on" and focus on "real issues" Americans want addressed.
"This is a sad stunt at the end of a dead impeachment," spokesman Ian Sams said. "Call it a day, pal."

    


Having produced with no hard evidence of presidential wrongdoing it's clear the lengthy GOP impeachment inquiry is all but coming to a close. Seeking testimony from the president is a possible final act. Rather than drawing up articles of impeachment against Biden, Comer is eyeing potential criminal referrals of the family to the Justice Department, a largely symbolic move.




The committee's top Democrat, Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland, said the Republicans have turned the investigation into a "laughing stock" and the "comedy of errors" of the Biden impeachment inquiry is finally "crashing to an end."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republicans launched their early investigations into the president after taking control of the House last year, eager to hold Biden to the high bar of impeachment. The House, under a Democratic majority, had twice impeached Republican Donald Trump during his presidency.
As Trump and Biden face another likely rematch this November, the probe is grinding on drilling into Hunter Biden's often complicated business dealings and troubled personal life, particularly during the years before Joe Biden became president.

    


The committee asserts that the Bidens traded on the family name, an alleged influence-peddling scheme in which Republicans are trying to link a handful of phone calls or dinner meetings between Joe Biden, when he was vice president or out of office, and Hunter Biden and his business associates.
Hunter Biden, who is facing firearm and tax charges in separate matters, testified behind closed doors last month in a deposition that filled more than 200 pages but left Comer's committee without evidence rising to "high crimes and misdemeanors" that would be expected to impeach a president.
"My father's never been involved with my business," Hunter Biden testified.
It would be rare but not unprecedented for a president to appear before Congress. Abraham Lincoln spoke privately to the House Judiciary Committee about a leaked speech and Gerald Ford appeared about his pardon of former president Richard M. Nixon, among others.
Aboard Air Force One as Biden flew Wednesday from Arizona to Texas, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said, "Republicans need to drop this stunt and join the president in focusing on real issues that matter to the American people."

    


Wednesday's testimony came from a cast of unusual witnesses, some with complicated backgrounds.
Jason Galanis is serving a lengthy federal prison sentence in Alabama for fraud schemes and appeared remotely before lawmakers. Tony Bobulinski, a onetime business associate of Hunter Biden, took his claims against the family public during the first Trump-Biden presidential debate in 2020.
The Democrats called Lev Parnas to testify, relying on the convicted businessman who was central to Trump's first impeachment as a Rudy Giuliani associate working to dig up political dirt on Joe Biden before the 2020 election. Parnas has since played a key role in dispelling the House GOP's main claim of bribery against the Bidens. 
Testifying via video, Galanis told lawmakers he expected to make "billions" with Hunter Biden and other associates, using the Biden family name in their foreign business dealings.

    


Galanis described a particular time in May 2014 when Hunter Biden put his father on speakerphone for a brief chat with potential foreign business partners -- a Russian oligarch and her husband -- during a party at a New York restaurant. 
But Hunter Biden directly rebuffed involvement with Galanis in his own deposition, testifying that he met Galanis for about 30 minutes 10 years ago.
In earlier testimony, Galanis, who was sentenced for multiple fraud schemes, acknowledged that he unsuccessfully sought a pardon in the final days of the Trump presidency.
Bobulinski told the committee that he met twice with Joe Biden in 2017 during a conference in Los Angeles, through Hunter Biden, including once for about 45 minutes, when they talked mostly about family and did not talk business. 

    


While Hunter Biden has testified that his father was never involved in his business dealings, Bobulinski declared: "It is clear to me that Joe Biden was the brand." 
Parnas told the committee that he has seen "zero evidence" of Biden family corruption in his work overseas.
Before his conviction, Parnas had been a central figure in Trump's first impeachment over withholding aid to Ukraine. 
Parnas described helping Giuliani peddle the false claims against Biden to conservative media. Trump's team claimed that Joe Biden, as vice president, had intervened in the firing of a Ukrainian prosecutor to aid Hunter Biden's work on the board of the Ukrainian energy firm Burisma. In fact, Western allies also wanted the prosecutor fired over allegations of corruption.
In launching their Biden impeachment inquiry last year, the House Republicans relied in large part on unverified claims from an FBI informant released by Senate Republicans suggesting Burisma-related payments totaling $10 million to the Bidens were discussed. The now former FBI informant, Alexander Smirnov, was arrested last month and pleaded not guilty to charges that he fabricated the bribery allegations. 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., asked the Republicans why kept pursuing impeachment knowing the $10 million claim is false and she demanded to know what crime or crimes they allege Biden, as president, has committed to warrant impeachment.
"Impeachment 101," she said. "I'm hearing about Biden's family. I'm hearing about this and that. I am not hearing the specific allegation."
One Democrat, Rep. Jared Moskowitz of Florida, all but dared Republicans to start impeachment proceedings, making the motion himself. It went nowhere.
"They're never going to impeach Joe Biden," Moskowitz declared. "It's all a sham." 
With the House's slim GOP majority narrowed further by early retirements, Republicans may not have enough support within their ranks to pursue articles of impeachment against the president, especially because Democrats would likely vote against any such charges.
Instead, Comer has been looking into potential criminal referrals that could open the door to prosecutions in a future administration. 
It's unclear who would exactly be charged, and over what offenses. Comer has also discussed drafting ethics-related legislation to tighten influence peddling or foreign lobbying among officials.
The committee will issue a final report with its recommendations once the inquiry has concluded.
___
Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri, Darlene Superville and White House correspondent Zeke Miller contributed to this report.
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Idaho police search for escaped inmate and accomplice after ambush at Boise hospital

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Three correctional officers were shot -- two by a suspect and one by responding police -- during a brazen overnight attack to break a prison inmate out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: A police vehicle is parked outside Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Boise Police Dept. shows surveillance video of a vehicle near the scene of a shooting at Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center, Wednesday, March 20 2024 in Boise, Idaho. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Skylar Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday. (Boise Police Dept. via AP).]
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[image: This image provided by Boise Police Department shows Nicholas Umphenour, who has been identified by police as the man suspected of shooting corrections officers at a Boise hospital in an overnight attack Wednesday, March 20, 2024, to free an inmate. A warrant with a $2 million bond has been issued for Umphenour's arrest on two charges of aggravated battery against law enforcement and one charge of aiding and abetting an escape, police said. (Boise Police Department via AP)]
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[image: Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho, is shown on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Three Idaho corrections officers were shot as a suspect staged a brazen attack to break Skylar Meade, a prison inmate out of the Boise hospital overnight. Two of the officers were shot by the suspect early Wednesday. The third was shot and wounded by a police officer when police mistook the correctional officer for the suspect. (Sarah A. Miller/Idaho Statesman via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING OF NAME: This undated photo provided by City of Boise, Id. shows Skylar Meade. Three correctional officers were shot, two by a suspect and one by responding police, during a brazen overnight attack to break Mead, a prison inmate, out of an Idaho hospital, authorities said Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (City of Boise via AP)]
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                                        A white supremacist Idaho prison gang member and an accomplice remained on the loose Wednesday after the accomplice staged a brazen overnight attack to free the inmate as he was being transported from a Boise hospital, police said. 
Police identified the man suspected of shooting two corrections officers during the ambush as Nicholas Umphenour. A warrant with a $2 million bond has been issued for his arrest on two charges of aggravated battery against law enforcement and one charge of aiding and abetting an escape, police said.
Police said the search continues for Umphenour and escaped inmate Skylar Meade, who fled the hospital early Wednesday in a gray 2020 Honda Civic with Idaho plates. It's not known where they are or where they are headed, police said.
Three corrections officers were shot and wounded -- two allegedly by Umphenour and one by responding police -- during the attack in the ambulance bay at Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center. 

    


Officials described Meade, 31, as a white supremacist gang member. Meade was sentenced to 20 years in 2017 for shooting at a sheriff's sergeant during a high-speed chase. 




The attack occurred at 2:15 a.m. as Idaho Department of Correction officers prepared to bring Meade back to prison. Department Director Josh Tewalt said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon that Meade was taken to the hospital at 9:35 p.m. Tuesday after he engaged in "self-injurious behavior" and medical staff determined he needed emergency care. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One officer shot by the suspect was in critical but stable condition, police said, while the second wounded officer had serious but non-life-threatening injuries. The third injured corrections officer also sustained non-life-threatening injuries when a responding officer -- incorrectly believing the shooter was still in the emergency room and seeing an armed person near the entrance -- opened fire.

    


"This brazen, violent, and apparently coordinated attack on Idaho Department of Corrections personnel, to facilitate an escape of a dangerous inmate, was carried out right in front of the Emergency Department, where people come for medical help, often in the direst circumstances," Boise Police Chief Ron Winegar said in a written statement.
Umphenour, 5-foot-11 and 160 pounds, has brown hair and hazel eyes, police said. Detectives have confirmed that he is an associate of Meade, police said. Attempts by The Associated Press to reach Umphenour through social media were unsuccessful.
Meade, 5-foot-6 and 150 pounds, has face tattoos with the numbers 1 and 11 -- for A and K, the first and 11th letters of the alphabet, representing the Aryan Knights gang he affiliated with, Tewalt said. Photos released by police also showed an A and K tattooed on his abdomen.
The Aryan Knights formed in the mid-1990s in the Idaho prison system to organize criminal activity for a select group of white people in custody, according to the U.S. attorney's office in the district of Idaho.
Meade had been held in a type of solitary confinement called administrative segregation at Idaho Maximum Security Institution in Kuna, about 12 miles (19 kilometers) south of Boise, because officials deemed him a severe security risk, Tewalt said.

    


Tewalt said earlier in the day that Meade had been escorted in the ambulance and at the hospital by two uniformed, unarmed officers wearing ballistic vests, tailed by armed staff. Later in the day Correction Department spokesperson Sanda Kuzeta-Cerimagic said in an email that officials had confirmed that one officer had been in the ambulance with Meade and two officers were in an escort vehicle. 
"To the best of our knowledge, Meade was in restraints while being escorted in and out of the hospital," Kuzeta-Cerimagic said. She didn't specify whether the restraints were handcuffs, shackles or another type of restraint but said transport procedures are dependent on the custody level of the person being transported.
Authorities also did not say if other security measures were in place when Meade was leaving the hospital.

    


The attack came amid a wave of gun violence at hospitals and medical centers, which have struggled to adapt to the threats.
A Saint Alphonsus spokesperson said the shooting happened in the ambulance bay by its emergency department.
"All patients and staff are safe, the medical center campus is safe and secure, and has resumed normal operations. The Emergency Department itself is currently under temporary lockdown while the Boise Police Department completes the investigation," Leticia Ramirez said Wednesday morning in a statement.
She said as an added precaution, "we have increased security on campus, all entrances to the hospital will be closed" and monitored by hospital security until further notice.
Ramirez declined to comment when asked about Meade, deferring to the police department.
___
Johnson reported from Seattle and Thiessen from Anchorage, Alaska. Associated Press writer Lisa Baumann contributed from Bellingham, Washington.
___
This story has been corrected to show department name is Correction.
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Court action on Texas' migrant arrest law leads to confusion at the US-Mexico border

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A law that would allow Texas law enforcement to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. is back on hold. The Justice Department is challenging the law, saying Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority while Texas argues it has a right to take action over what the governor has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
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    [image: National Guard and other law enforcement are stationed at a now closed off Shelby Park, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. (Raquel Natalicchio/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Two members of the National Guard patrol an area of land behind the federal border wall Tuesday evening, March 19, 2024, in Mission, Texas. A divided Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed Texas to begin enforcing a law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally while a legal battle over the measure plays out. (AP Photo/Valerie Gonzalez)]
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[image: Members of the National Guard patrol a road near a federal border wall Tuesday evening, March 19, 2024, in Hidalgo, Texas. . A divided Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed Texas to begin enforcing a law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally while a legal battle over the measure plays out. (AP Photo/Valerie Gonzalez)]
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[image: Migrants who crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico are lined up for processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Oct. 19, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Migrants wait to climb over concertina wire after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        McALLEN, Texas (AP) -- A dizzying volley of courtroom maneuvers over a Texas law that would allow the state to arrest and deport people who enter the U.S. illegally sowed confusion at the nation's border with Mexico on Wednesday as sheriffs, police chiefs and migrants waited for direction.
Texas faced skeptical questioning during a hearing before a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals that ended without a ruling, leaving the new law on hold for now. It was part of a flurry of activity that included a decision from the U.S. Supreme Court that allowed the law to take effect for several hours Tuesday. And regardless of how the three-judge panel rules, the legal saga over Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott's latest escalation to prevent illegal border crossings won't be over. 
Yolanis Campo, 42, who traveled from Colombia and crossed the Rio Grande to enter the U.S. from Mexico with her 16-year-old daughter, recommended other migrants take another route because of the confusion over Texas' law. She was processed by Border Patrol agents who released her with an ankle bracelet to pursue her immigration case. 

    


"It's more complicated because (federal authorities) tell us we can move on, but this new rule, this new law complicates everything because it says we can't move on," said Campo, who was staying at a shelter in McAllen.




During Wednesday's hearing, 5th Circuit Chief Judge Priscilla Richman questioned how the state law would be carried out, including how Texas would respond if federal authorities don't cooperate with a state judge's order to deport someone. No arrests were reported while it was in effect Tuesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has said it would not have authority to deport under the state law.
"This is uncharted because we don't have any cases on it," said Texas Solicitor General Aaron Nielson.

    


The Justice Department has argued that Texas' law is a clear violation of federal authority and would create chaos at the border.
The department's lawyers faced a grilling from Judge Andrew Oldham, who was appointed by Republican President Donald Trump. The third judge on the panel, Judge Irma Ramirez, an appointee of Democratic President Joe Biden, previously voted to keep the law on hold.
Richman, who was appointed by Republican President George W. Bush, challenged Texas' assertion that it is exercising a "core police power," getting Nielsen to acknowledge that deporting people has been a federal responsibility. But Nielsen denied that Texas is "trying to take over the field" on border enforcement and said the state wants to cooperate with the federal government to address the issue.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Court puts Texas law allowing police to arrest migrants who cross illegally back on hold
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports that Texas' migrant arrest law is back on hold.

    

Nielsen also said he did not know how the law would affect someone who entered the country illegally but came to Texas from another state. 
Republican legislators wrote the law so that it applies in all of the state's 254 counties, although Steve McCraw, the director of the Texas Department of Public Safety, has said he expects it will mostly be enforced near the U.S.-Mexico border.

    


Dozens of sheriffs met in Austin on Wednesday to rally support for Abbott, but they offered varied explanations about how they would enforce the law. Those farther from the border said they expected to have little to do with it. 
"We're not going to be targeting minorities or anything like that." McLennan County Sheriff Parnell McNamara, whose office is a few hundred miles from the border. "Our good citizens don't need to be worried about the police, especially in McLennan County."
The Supreme Court did not rule on the merits of the law. It instead kicked back to the lower appeals court a challenge led by the Justice Department. The 5th Circuit has been considering the state's appeal of a scathing injunction from a lower-court judge that put the law on hold.
Under the Texas law, once migrants are in custody on illegal entry charges, they can agree to a judge's order to leave the U.S. or face prosecution. However, Mexico has said it would refuse to take back anyone who is ordered to cross the border. 

    


"Of course we're against this draconian law, completely opposed," Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said Wednesday during his daily press briefing.
Other GOP-led states are already looking to follow Texas' path. 
In Iowa, lawmakers on Tuesday approved a bill that would also give its state law enforcement the power to arrest people who are in the U.S. illegally and have previously been denied entry into the country. If Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds signs it, it would take effect in July.
The confusion in Texas resembles other immigration battles during the Trump and Biden administrations, fueled by congressional inaction. In 2020, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals blocked a Trump policy to make asylum-seekers wait in Mexico for hearings in U.S. immigration court but said its order applied only in California and Arizona and not in New Mexico or Texas because those border states were outside its jurisdiction. The Supreme Court later said the policy should remain in effect across the border. 

    


Arrests for illegal crossings fell by half in January from a record-high of 250,000 in December, with sharp declines in Texas. Tucson, Arizona, has been the busiest corridor in recent months, followed by San Diego in January, but reasons for sudden shifts are often complicated and are dictated by smuggling organizations.
When Biden visited the Rio Grande Valley for his second trip to the border as president last month, administration officials credited Mexico for heightened enforcement on that part of the border. They said conditions were more challenging for Mexican law enforcement in Sonora, the state that lies south of Arizona.
___
Whitehurst reported from Washington. Also contributing were Associated Press writers Acacia Coronado in Austin, Texas; Elliot Spagat in San Diego; Christopher Sherman in Mexico City; and Scott McFetridge in Des Moines, Iowa.
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Reddit poised to make its stock market debut after IPO prices at $34 per share amid strong demand

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Reddit app icon is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. Reddit is due to begin trading on the New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Reddit logo is displayed on a mobile device in New York, June 29, 2020. Reddit, that vast, lively and sometimes borderline shambolic repository of internet discussion, said Monday, March 11, 2024, that its pending initial public offering may be worth almost three quarters of a billion dollars. (AP Photo/Tali Arbel, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Reddit will enter a new era as a publicly traded company with a market value of $6.4 billion after the social media platform's initial public offering was priced at $34 per share.
The price announced late Wednesday came in at the top end of the target range set by Reddit's investment bankers as they spent the past few weeks gauging investor demand for the stock. It sets the stage for Reddit's shares to begin trading Thursday on the New York Stock Exchange under the ticker symbol "RDDT" in a debut likely to spur a flurry of commentary on Reddit's own platform, as well as competing social media outlets.
The interest surrounding Reddit stems largely from a large audience that religiously visits the service to discuss a potpourri of subjects that range from silly memes to existential worries, as well as to get recommendations from like-minded people.

    


By tech industry's standards though, Reddit remains extraordinarily small for a company that has been around since 2005.
Meta Platforms -- whose biggest social media service Facebook was started just 18 months earlier than Reddit --- boasts a market value of more than $1.2 trillion. Meta also generates annual revenue of $135 billion, while Reddit's remains below $1 billion.




And then there is this problem: Reddit has never profited from its broad reach, while piling up cumulative losses of $717 million. That number has swollen from cumulative losses of $467 million in December 2021, when the company first filed papers to go public before aborting that attempt.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the documents filed for its revived IPO, Reddit attributed the losses to a fairly recent focus on finding new ways to boost revenue.
But Reddit will now have more money in the bank to finance its ambitions to expand its influence and reel in more revenue in the process.
The IPO raised about $748 million, including about $228 million for Reddit shareholders who opted to sell some of their stock. Another $519 million is earmarked for Reddit, but the San Francisco-based company won't receive all that money because it still has to pay commissions and other costs associated with the offering. Bankers still have a 30-day window to sell another 3.3 million shares that would raise an additional $112 million, before deducting commissions and fees. 
Reddit set aside up to 1.76 million of the 15.3 million shares being offered in the IPO for users of its platform. Per the usual IPO custom, the remaining shares were bought primarily by mutual funds and other institutional investors betting Reddit is ready for prime time in finance. 
.
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How Texas' plan to arrest and deport migrants for illegal entry would work

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A divided Supreme Court has lifted a stay on a Texas law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally while a legal battle over immigration authority plays out.
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[image: Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Oct. 19, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Migrants who crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico are lined up for processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        McALLEN, Texas (AP) -- A Texas law that would allow the state to arrest and deport people who enter the U.S. illegally is on hold for now while a federal appeals court considers it. 
A three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals heard arguments Wednesday in a lawsuit brought by the Department of Justice against Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott's latest escalation to prevent illegal border crossings. The panel did not say when it might rule. 
The U.S. Supreme Court allowed the law to take effect for hours Tuesday before the 5th Circuit issued an order preventing its enforcement. 
The Justice Department says Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority. Texas argues it has a right to take action over what the governor has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
Here's what to know:
WHO CAN BE ARRESTED?

The law would allow any Texas law enforcement officer to arrest people suspected of entering the country illegally. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a Texas judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted on misdemeanor charges of illegal entry. Migrants who don't leave could face arrest again under more serious felony charges.
Arresting officers must have probable cause, which could include witnessing the illegal entry or seeing it on video. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law cannot be enforced against people lawfully present in the U.S., including those who were granted asylum or who are enrolled in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.
No arrests were reported during the brief time the law was in effect.
Critics, including Mexico President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, fear the law could lead to racial profiling and family separation. American Civil Liberties Union affiliates in Texas and some neighboring states issued a travel advisory a day after Abbott signed the law in December. The advisory warns of a possible threat to civil and constitutional rights when passing through Texas. 





    


Abbott has rejected concerns over profiling. While signing the bill, he said troopers and National Guard members at the border can see migrants crossing illegally "with their own eyes."
WHERE WOULD THE LAW BE ENFORCED?

The law can be enforced in any of Texas' 254 counties, including those hundreds of miles from the border. 
But Republican state Rep. David Spiller, the law's author, has said he expects the vast majority of arrests would occur within 50 miles (80 kilometers) of the U.S.-Mexico border. Texas' state police chief has expressed similar expectations.
Some places are off-limits. Arrests cannot be made in public and private schools; places of worship; or hospitals and other health care facilities, including those where sexual assault forensic examinations are conducted.

    


It is unclear where migrants ordered to leave might go. The law says they are to be sent to ports of entry along the U.S.-Mexico border, even if they are not Mexican citizens. However, Mexico has said it will not accept the return of any migrants to its territory from the state of Texas. 
IS THE LAW CONSTITUTIONAL?

The Supreme Court's decision did not address the constitutionality of the law.
The Justice Department, legal experts and immigrant rights groups have said it is a clear conflict with the U.S. government's authority to regulate immigration.
U.S. District Judge David Ezra, an appointee of former President Ronald Reagan, agreed in a 114-page order. He added that the law could hamper U.S. foreign relations and treaty obligations.
Opponents have called the measure the most dramatic attempt by a state to police immigration since a 2010 Arizona law -- denounced by critics as the "Show Me Your Papers" bill -- that was largely struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Ezra cited the Supreme Court's 2012 Arizona ruling in his decision.

    


Texas has argued that the law mirrors federal law instead of conflicting with it. 
WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE BORDER?

Arrests for illegal crossings along the southern border fell by half in January from record highs in December. Border Patrol officials attributed the shift to seasonal declines and heightened enforcement by the U.S. and its allies. The federal government has not yet released numbers for February.
Texas has charged thousands of migrants with trespassing on private property under a more limited operation that began in 2021.
Tensions remain between Texas and the Biden administration. In the border city of Eagle Pass, Texas, National Guard members have prevented Border Patrol agents from accessing a riverfront park.

    


Other Republican governors have expressed support for Abbott, who has said the federal government is not doing enough to enforce immigration laws. Other measures implemented by Texas include a floating barrier in the Rio Grande and razor wire along the border.
___
Associated Press writers Acacia Coronado and Paul Weber in Austin, Texas, contributed to this report.
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US inflation up again in February in latest sign that price pressures remain elevated

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Shoppers carry their purchases in Bradenton, Fla., Friday, Feb. 9, 2024. On Tuesday, March 12, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in February. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: FILE - A shopper looks at clothing displayed at a Kohl's in Clifton, N.J., Jan. 26, 2024. On Tuesday, March 12, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in February. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Consumer prices in the United States picked up last month, a sign that inflation remains a persistent challenge for the Federal Reserve and for President Joe Biden's re-election campaign, both of which are counting on a steady easing of price pressures this year.
Prices rose 0.4% from January to February, higher than the previous month's figure of 0.3%, the Labor Department said Tuesday. Compared with a year earlier, consumer prices rose 3.2% last month, above January's 3.1% annual pace.
Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called "core" prices also climbed 0.4% from January to February, matching the previous month's rise and a faster pace than is consistent with the Fed's 2% inflation target. Core inflation is watched especially closely because it typically provides a better read of where inflation is likely headed.
"It's a disappointment, but not a disaster," said Eric Winograd, U.S. economist at asset manager AB. "The underlying details are more encouraging than the top-line number, which was boosted by a few volatile categories -- the type of prices that tend not to repeat month-to-month."
Those volatile items include gas prices, which jumped 3.8% just from January to February but are still below their level of a year ago. Air fares surged 3.6% after two months of much smaller increases. Clothing prices rose 0.6% after three months of declines but are unchanged compared with a year earlier. 
Housing and rental costs, though, which tend to change more gradually, cooled in February: They rose 0.4% from January, slower than the 0.6% increase the previous month. Measures of new apartment leases, which have cooled, are expected to feed into the government's inflation data in the coming months.
New car prices ticked down 0.1% in February. Though these prices remain much higher than they were before the pandemic, they're expected to decline further as more vehicles show up on dealer lots. Grocery prices were unchanged last month and are up just 1% from a year earlier. 
Despite February's elevated figures, most economists expect inflation to continue slowly declining this year. At the same time, the uptick last month may underscore the Fed's cautious approach toward interest rate cuts. 
Voter perceptions of inflation are sure to occupy a central place in this year's presidential election. Despite a healthy job market and a record-high stock market, polls show that many Americans blame Biden for the surge in consumer prices that began in 2021. Though inflationary pressures have significantly eased, average prices remain about far above where they stood three years ago.
In his State of the Union speech last week, Biden highlighted steps he has taken to reduce costs, like capping the price of insulin for Medicare patients. The president also criticized many large companies for engaging in "price gouging" and so-called "shrinkflation," in which a company shrinks the amount of product inside a package rather than raising the price.
"Too many corporations raise prices to pad their profits, charging more and more for less and less," Biden said. 
Rob Considine, who lives near Minneapolis, said he has noticed shrinkflation in consumer products like deodorant, shampoo, and soap.
Considine, 38, said he doubts, though, that Biden's criticism of shrinkflation, or proposals in Congress to restrict the practice, will have much effect. If companies can't make bars of soap smaller while charging the same price, Considine suggested, they will simply reduce the quality to maintain their profits.
"I don't know how the government can set a price for a commodity like that without affecting it in the long run," he said. 
Overall inflation has plummeted from a peak of 9.1% in June 2022, though it's now easing more slowly than it did last spring and summer. The prices of some goods, from appliances to furniture to used cars, are actually falling after clogged supply chains during the pandemic had sent prices soaring higher. There are more new cars on dealer lots and electronics on store shelves. 
By contrast, prices for dental care, car repairs, and other services are still rising faster than they did before the pandemic. Car insurance has shot higher, reflecting rising costs for repairs and replacement. And after having sharply raised pay for nurses and other in-demand staff, hospitals are passing their higher wage costs on to patients in the form of higher prices.
Still, Fed Chair Jerome Powell signaled in congressional testimony last week that the central bank is getting closer to cutting rates. After meeting in January, Fed officials said in a statement that they needed "greater confidence" that inflation was steadily falling to their 2% target level. Since then, several of the Fed's policymakers have said they believe prices will keep declining. One reason, they suggested, is that consumers are increasingly pushing back against higher prices by seeking out cheaper alternatives. 
Most economists expect the Fed's first rate cut to occur in June. When the Fed cuts its benchmark rate, over time it reduces borrowing costs for mortgages, car loans, credit cards and business loans. 
Brad Wills, a senior executive at Schneider Electric, a global electronics component manufacturer, said the pressure his company has felt to boost prices is levelling off because supply chains have healed from the disruptions of the pandemic. Schneider manufactures circuit breakers and other electrical supplies, mostly for homes and apartments.
Still, the disruptions of the pandemic have left the company with a higher cost structure than in the past. It brought some manufacturing back to the United States, where it is more expensive, after some of its plants in Mexico shut down during the pandemic. Schneider also now carries more parts after having dropped a "just in time" approach to inventory that it and many other manufacturers had followed before the pandemic.
"There are still some pressures, but it's plateauing," Wills said about inflation and pricing.
Schneider didn't raise prices at all last year and has said it will raise them just 1-2% this year, after lifting prices in 2022.
One factor that could keep inflation elevated is the still-healthy economy. Though most economists had expected a recession to occur last year, hiring and growth were strong and remain healthy. The economy expanded 2.5% last year and could grow at about the same pace in the first three months of this year, according to the Federal Reserve's Atlanta branch. 
Last week, the Labor Department said employers added a robust 275,000 jobs in February, the latest in a streak of solid hiring gains, and the unemployment rate stayed below 4% for the 25th straight month. That is the longest such streak since the 1960s. 
Still, the unemployment rate rose from 3.7% to 3.9%, and wage growth slowed. Both trends could make the Fed feel more confident that the economy is cooling, which could help keep inflation falling and lead the central bank to begin cutting rates.
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Federal Reserve still foresees 3 interest rate cuts this year despite bump in inflation
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Reserve officials signaled Wednesday that they still expect to cut their key interest rate three times in 2024, fueling a rally on Wall Street, despite signs that inflation remained elevated at the start of the year.
For now, the officials kept their benchmark rate unchanged for a fifth straight time.
Speaking at a news conference, Chair Jerome Powell said the surprising pickup in inflation in January and February hadn't fundamentally changed the Fed's picture of the economy: The central bank still expects inflation to continue to cool, though more gradually than it thought three months ago.
The recent high inflation readings followed six months of steady slowdowns in price increases. Economists and Wall Street investors were looking for some clarification Wednesday about how the latest inflation reports were viewed at the Fed. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Federal Reserve still foresees 3 rate cuts this year but envisions higher rates in future.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on the Federal Reserve's update on interest rate cuts.

    


    


The January and February data, Powell said, "haven't really changed the overall story, which is that of inflation moving down gradually on a sometimes bumpy road towards 2%," the Fed's target.
In new quarterly projections they issued, the policymakers forecast that stronger growth and inflation above their 2% target level would persist into next year. Overall, the forecasts suggest that the Fed still expects an unusual combination: A healthy job market and economy in tandem with inflation that continues to cool -- just more gradually than they had predicted three months ago. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





For this year, the Fed projected that the economy will expand 2.1% -- a big increase from its December forecast of just 1.4%. Yet at the same time, it still expects inflation to keep declining, though slowly. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Michael Gapen, chief U.S. economist at Bank of America, said the Fed's updated projections suggest that it expects improvements in supply chains and the availability of workers to continue, allowing the economy to grow even as inflation slows to the Fed's target. Rising immigration, for example, has made it easier for businesses to hire without having to rapidly raise pay. 

    


"It looks to me like they're embracing that supply-side story," Gapen said. That means "you can cut while growth is solid, and you can cut while the labor market is strong."
Rate cuts would, over time, lead to lower costs for home and auto loans, credit card borrowing and business loans. They might also aid President Joe Biden's re-election bid, which is facing widespread public unhappiness over higher prices and could benefit from an economic jolt stemming from lower borrowing rates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The financial markets cheered the message Wednesday from Powell and the Fed, with traders sending the Dow Jones industrial average surging 1%, to another all-time high.
"Inflation has come way down, and that gives us the ability to approach this question carefully and feel more confident that inflation is moving down sustainably," Powell said. "It is still likely ... that we will see that confidence and that there will be rate cuts." 
The Fed's policymakers did make some small adjustments in their outlook: Their projections showed that in 2025, they now foresee only three rate cuts, down from the four they envisioned in their December forecasts.

    


One reason may be that they expect "core" inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy costs, to still be 2.6% by the end of 2024, up from their previous projection of 2.4%. In January, core inflation was 2.8%, according to the Fed's preferred measure.
The Fed's foecasts overall, suggest that 
Most economists have pegged the Fed's June meeting as the most likely time for it to announce its first rate cut, which would begin to reverse the 11 hikes it imposed beginning two years ago. The Fed's hikes have helped lower annual inflation from a peak of 9.1% in June 2022 to 3.2%. But they have also made borrowing much costlier for businesses and households.
Though consumer inflation has tumbled since mid-2022, it has remained stuck above 3%. And in the first two months of 2024, the cost of services, like rents, hotels and hospital stays, remained elevated. That suggested that high borrowing rates weren't sufficiently slowing inflation in the economy's vast service sector. 

    


While the Fed's rate hikes typically make borrowing more expensive for homes, cars, appliances and other costly goods, they have much less effect on services spending, which doesn't usually involve loans. With the economy still healthy, there is no compelling reason for the Fed to cut rates until it feels inflation is sustainably under control.
"There's no urgency for them," said Luke Tilley, chief economist at Wilmington Trust, a wealth management company. "They've got a strong economy, strong labor market." 
In most respects, the U.S. economy remains heathy. Employers keep hiring, unemployment remains low, and the stock market is hovering at record highs. Yet average consumer prices remain much higher than they were before the pandemic -- a source of unhappiness for many Americans for which Republicans have sought to pin blame on Biden.

    


And there are signs that the economy could weaken in the coming months. Americans slowed their spending at retailers in January and February, for example. The unemployment rate has reached 3.9% -- still a healthy level, but up from a half-century low last year of 3.4%. And much of the hiring in recent months has occurred in government, health care and private education, with many other industries barely adding any jobs. 
Other major central banks are also keeping rates high to ensure that they have a firm handle on consumer price spikes. In Europe, pressure is building to lower borrowing costs as inflation drops and economic growth stalls. The European Central Bank's leader hinted this month that a possible rate cut could come in June, while the Bank of England isn't expected to open the door to any imminent cut when it meets Thursday.
___
AP Business Writer Alex Veiga contributed to this report from Los Angeles.
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As Texas border arrests law teeters in court, other GOP states also push tougher immigration policy

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A law that would allow Texas law enforcement to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. is back on hold. The Justice Department is challenging the law, saying Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority while Texas argues it has a right to take action over what the governor has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
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    [image: People gather for a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Jason Riley, father of slain nursing student Laken Riley, speaks at the Senate at the Capitol in Atlanta on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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[image: People hold signs during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Joanna Maldonado, right, receives a hug after speaking during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Joanna Maldonado, right, receives a hug after speaking during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Stacy Morales speaks during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Stacy Morales speaks during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Joanna Maldonado speaks during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Joanna Maldonado speaks during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Evelyn Morales, 6, holds a sign during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Evelyn Morales, 6, holds a sign during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Pau Hau from Burma of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition waits for an elevator at the state legislative offices, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Pau Hau from Burma of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition waits for an elevator at the state legislative offices, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Mary Siam holds a sign during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Mary Siam holds a sign during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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Mary Siam holds a sign during a news conference of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition outside the state Capitol, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Members of the group came to the state Capitol to lobby legislators to vote against legislation that require local law-enforcement agencies to operate as if they have federal 287(g) agreements and a bill criminalizing transportation of undocumented immigrants. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Republican lawmakers across the country were already jockeying to push their states deeper into immigration enforcement when the Supreme Court, if only briefly, let Texas enforce a new law giving police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally. 
Within hours Tuesday, another court blocked the Texas law again. The same day, Iowa passed a similar bill.
In New Hampshire, lawmakers are nearing passage of legislation to let police bring trespassing charges against people suspected of illegally entering the U.S. from Canada.
Georgia Republicans have advanced a proposal requiring eligible cities and counties to seek agreements to perform some immigration-related enforcement in jails to help the federal government after police accused a Venezuelan man of beating nursing student Laken Riley to death on the University of Georgia campus. Immigration authorities say the man unlawfully crossed into the U.S. in 2022. It is unclear whether he had applied for asylum.

    


On Wednesday, the state Senate honored Riley's family. During the ceremony, her father, Jason Riley, blamed immigrant-protecting sanctuary policies in Athens, where University of Georgia is located, for his daughter's death and urged Gov. Brian Kemp to declare an "invasion," Texas' argument to defend a series of escalating measures along the border. Last month, a federal judge in Texas rejected those claims while blocking the state's new arrest law.




"A man with an evil heart stole her life. He was in this country and in this state illegally," Jason Riley said. "My vision for every senator in this chamber is that you protect citizens from this illegal invasion."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, it's yet to be seen what Republican-led states, many of which are pushing different bills and sending their National Guard members to the border, will embrace the Texas-style bill, particularly if another court ruling favors the policy. Oklahoma isn't waiting to test the waters -- GOP House and Senate leaders embraced the idea of a Texas-style anti-immigration law, with House Speaker Charles McCall announcing plans Wednesday to immediately introduce a similar measure.

    


The Biden administration is suing to block the Texas measure, arguing it's a clear violation of federal authority that would cause chaos in immigration law and wreak havoc on international relations.
Tennessee lawmakers are approaching the finish line on a proposal to require law enforcement agencies there to communicate with federal immigration authorities if they discover people are in the country illegally. For the brief time Texas had the all-clear to enforce its law Tuesday, the Tennessee House and Senate speakers expressed openness to considering a similar policy.
"We are monitoring the Texas situation as Gov. Abbott works to protect his state," House Speaker Cameron Sexton said.
Muzaffar Chishti, a senior fellow at the Migration Policy Institute, said these kinds of immigration policies are typically driven by political motivation and come with serious complications for resource-strapped law enforcement agencies that lack immigration expertise.

    


"To train a bunch of state officers in a field of enforcement in which they have zero background and zero training is an operational headache," Chishti said.
Under Iowa's bill, entering the state after previously being denied entry to the U.S. would become an aggravated misdemeanor, or a felony under some circumstances, including during an arrest for a different felony.
"The federal government has abdicated its responsibilities and states can and must act," Republican Rep. Steven Holt said.
Democratic Rep. Sami Scheetz argued immigration was constitutionally reserved for the federal government.
"Illegal immigration is a serious problem that requires action, yet the approach laid out in this bill misses the heart of what it truly means to address this issue with compassion, wisdom and effectiveness," Scheetz said.
The bill awaiting Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds' signature would take effect July 1.

    


New Hampshire's border bill dealing with Canada, meanwhile, would follow only 21 apprehensions in the state between October 2022 and December 2023, even as the U.S. Customs and Border Protection enforcement area that includes New Hampshire, New York, Vermont and Maine has seen a dramatic increase in illegal border activity since 2021.
The Republican-led New Hampshire Senate passed the trespassing bill last month. Republicans have a slimmer House majority, but the bill's sponsor, Senate President Jeb Bradley, expects it to pass.
Even with the Texas law again on hold, the former U.S. representative said he thinks courts are moving toward giving states more authority, boding well for legislation like his.
"The magnitude of the problem has gotten significantly worse," Bradley said Wednesday. "We can't wait for Congress."

    


Some Democratic-led states are pursuing expansions of immigrant rights, including Maryland, where lawmakers are closing in on a bill to seek a federal waiver to let people buy health insurance through the state's health care exchange, regardless of immigration status. 
In Massachusetts, which has struggled to find shelter for thousands of migrants streaming into the state, a bill is advancing to limit how long homeless people can stay in emergency state shelters to nine months with an additional three months for those employed or enrolled in job training programs.
Earlier this month, Arizona Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs vetoed a bill modeled on the Texas law. Since then, Republican lawmakers have vowed to pass a similar bill and send it to Hobbs.
Arizona lawmakers are pursuing a measure, which would go to voters for approval and therefore bypass a potential Hobbs veto, that would require local governments that receive state money for welfare programs to use a federal employment verification database to check whether recipients are in the U.S. legally and remove those who aren't from the program.
Opponents consider Texas' law the most dramatic state attempt to police immigration since an Arizona law more than a decade ago, key portions of which were struck down by the Supreme Court. That law would have allowed police to arrest people for federal immigration violations, often referred to by opponents as the "show me your papers" bill.
Among the various legislation proposed in GOP-led states, Georgia has an additional bill that would punish cities and counties that Republicans say are using so-called sanctuary policies to illegally harbor immigrants who are in the country without permission by cutting off most state aid to the local government and removing elected officials from office.
Florida has already passed legislation to increase sentences for immigrants in the country illegally who are convicted of driving without a license or committing felonies.
Tennessee additionally is considering whether to allow judges to sentence someone in the country illegally to life without parole for a violent crime involving a deadly weapon or on school property. Another Tennessee proposal would make it a misdemeanor to knowingly or recklessly transport someone who is in the country illegally into the state.
Immigrants were holding an advocacy day Tuesday at Tennessee's Capitol when the Supreme Court temporary ruling came down, shocking the group. Lisa Sherman Luna, the Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition's executive director, said the Texas law sets a "horrifying precedent" for communities and the country.
"How 'united' will our states be when they each have different laws on who can call them home?" Luna said.
___
Jeff Amy in Atlanta; Holly Ramer in Concord, New Hampshire; Sean Murphy in Oklahoma City; Brendan Farrington in Tallahassee, Florida; Brian Witte in Annapolis, Maryland; Steve Karnowski in Minneapolis; Steve LeBlanc in Boston; Jacques Billeaud in Phoenix; and Scott McFetridge in Des Moines, Iowa, contributed to this report.
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Caitlin Clark, freshmen JuJu Watkins and Hannah Hidalgo top AP women's All-America team

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates during Senior Day ceremonies following a victory over Ohio State in an NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Caitlin Clark was honored Wednesday, March 20, for the third straight season as first-team Associated Press All-American, becoming the 11th player to earn that distinction three times. (AP Photo/Cliff Jette, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | FILE -Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates during Senior Day ceremonies following a victory over Ohio State in an NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Caitlin Clark was honored Wednesday, March 20, for the third straight season as first-team Associated Press All-American, becoming the 11th player to earn that distinction three times. (AP Photo/Cliff Jette, File)
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[image: FILE - Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) drives against Virginia Tech guard Georgia Amoore (5) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. Hidalgo was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) shoots against UCLA guard Charisma Osborne during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Pac-12 women's tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Watkins selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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[image: FILE - Stanford forward Cameron Brink (22) blocks a shot by Oregon State guard Dominika Paurova (3) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Brink selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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[image: FILE - UConn guard Paige Bueckers makes a basket as Marquette guard Lee Volker, right, defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East Conference tournament, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. Bueckers was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | FILE - UConn guard Paige Bueckers makes a basket as Marquette guard Lee Volker, right, defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East Conference tournament, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. Bueckers was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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[image: FILE - From left are NCAA college basketball players Cameron Brink, Stanford; Paige Bueckers, UConn; Caitlin Clark, Iowa; Hannah Hidalgo, Notre Dame and JuJu Watkins, USC. Brink, Bueckers, Clark, Hidalgo and Watkins were selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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    [image: FILE -Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates during Senior Day ceremonies following a victory over Ohio State in an NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Caitlin Clark was honored Wednesday, March 20, for the third straight season as first-team Associated Press All-American, becoming the 11th player to earn that distinction three times. (AP Photo/Cliff Jette, File)]
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FILE -Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates during Senior Day ceremonies following a victory over Ohio State in an NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Caitlin Clark was honored Wednesday, March 20, for the third straight season as first-team Associated Press All-American, becoming the 11th player to earn that distinction three times. (AP Photo/Cliff Jette, File)
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[image: FILE - Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) drives against Virginia Tech guard Georgia Amoore (5) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. Hidalgo was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)]
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FILE - Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) drives against Virginia Tech guard Georgia Amoore (5) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. Hidalgo was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)
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[image: FILE - Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) shoots against UCLA guard Charisma Osborne during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Pac-12 women's tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Watkins selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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FILE - Southern California guard JuJu Watkins (12) shoots against UCLA guard Charisma Osborne during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Pac-12 women's tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Watkins selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)
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[image: FILE - Stanford forward Cameron Brink (22) blocks a shot by Oregon State guard Dominika Paurova (3) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Brink selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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FILE - Stanford forward Cameron Brink (22) blocks a shot by Oregon State guard Dominika Paurova (3) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinal round of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Brink selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)
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[image: FILE - UConn guard Paige Bueckers makes a basket as Marquette guard Lee Volker, right, defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East Conference tournament, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. Bueckers was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)]
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FILE - UConn guard Paige Bueckers makes a basket as Marquette guard Lee Volker, right, defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the Big East Conference tournament, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. Bueckers was selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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[image: FILE - From left are NCAA college basketball players Cameron Brink, Stanford; Paige Bueckers, UConn; Caitlin Clark, Iowa; Hannah Hidalgo, Notre Dame and JuJu Watkins, USC. Brink, Bueckers, Clark, Hidalgo and Watkins were selected to The Associated Press All-America women's NCAA college basketball first team, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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                                        Caitlin Clark has been a mainstay on The Associated Press All-America team the past few seasons.
The NCAA's all-time scoring leader from Iowa was honored for the third straight year Wednesday, becoming the 11th player to earn the distinction three times. She was a unanimous choice from the 35-member national media panel that chooses the AP Top 25 each week.
Clark was joined on the first team by Stanford's Cameron Brink, UConn's Paige Bueckers and freshmen JuJu Watkins of USC and Hannah Hidalgo of Notre Dame. They are only the fourth and fifth freshmen to make the AP team since it began in 1994-95, joining Oklahoma's Courtney Paris, UConn's Maya Moore and Bueckers.
"We've had a front row seat to JuJu, but what Hannah's done is unbelievable," USC coach Lindsay Gottlieb said. "Coach Niele (Ivey) has done an incredible job."
Clark joins a select group with her third first-team honor: South Carolina's A'ja Wilson and Aliyah Boston, Baylor's Brittney Griner, Tennessee's Chamique Holdsclaw, Duke's Alana Beard, Paris, Oregon's Sabrina Ionescu, Kentucky's Rhyne Howard and UConn's Breanna Stewart and Moore. Paris and Moore did it four times.

    


Clark, who earned second-team honors as a freshman, led the nation in scoring averaging 31.9 points per game as well as being tops in assists with 8.9. The Iowa native became the first Division I player to have consecutive 1,000-point seasons and to also top 3,000 points and 1,000 assists for her career.




"That is mind-boggling when you think about it," Iowa coach Lisa Bluder said. "I mean, everybody's defensive plan is to stop her, and nobody's been able to figure out really how to do it. She's faced every kind of defense. She really knows how to pick them apart."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Watkins took the country by storm as a freshman. She has already scored 810 points, which is fourth most for a freshman all-time. She averaged 27 points, which was second behind Clark and added 7.2 rebounds, 3.2 assists, 2.4 steals and 1.5 blocks to help the Trojans win the Pac-12 Tournament for the first time since 2014. She is the first USC player to earn first-team AP honors.

    


"JuJu came to a program that while there's a proud history, there's been nothing significant done in many, many years," Gottlieb said. "It's very rare for a player of her level to go to a program that's not already at the top. She's answered every bell."
Hidalgo was incredible on both ends of the floor for the Fighting Irish, helping lead them to the ACC Tournament title. She averaged 23.3 points, 6.4 rebounds and 5.5 assists and also led the nation in steals, averaging 4.6 a game.
"She deserves to be listed amongst the best in women's basketball," Ivey said. "Hannah is a fierce competitor and an elite performer who rises to the occasion and has been extremely consistent and dominant this season."
Bueckers finally made it through a season healthy after missing most of the past two years because of injuries. She returned to the form that earned her AP Player of the Year honors as a freshman, averaging 21.3 points, 4.8 rebounds and 3.7 assists for the Huskies.

    


"She's one of those unique superstars that wants to be that at both ends of the floor," UConn coach Geno Auriemma said. "Not everyone values those same things. She gets a lot of enjoyment out of the rebounding that she can do, the blocked shots, the steals, stealing the inbounds pass on the out-of-bounds play. She just has a great sense of the game and what's happening next. I think that's probably why she's never surprised, because I think she always knows what's happening next."
Brink averaged 17.8 points, 12 rebounds and 3.5 blocks, which led the nation. She became only the second player in the past 24 years to have 100 blocks and 100 assists in the same season, joining Stewart, who did it three times.
"Cam is the best two-way player in the nation and a dominant force at both ends," Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer said. "In addition to all the points, rebounds and blocks, she's a selfless teammate and a willing passer who makes everyone around her better."

    


Clark, Brink and Bueckers were all on the preseason AP All-America team. They were joined by LSU's Angel Reese, Indiana's Mackenzie Holmes and Virginia Tech's Elizabeth Kitley.
SECOND TEAM
The AP second team was headlined by Kitley, who was the ACC player of the year for a third straight season. She was joined by Reese, South Carolina's Kamilla Cardoso, Texas' Madison Booker and Ohio State's Jacy Sheldon.
THIRD TEAM
The AP third team was Utah's Alissa Pili, Holmes, Syracuse's Daisha Fair, Virginia Tech's Georgia Amoore and Oregon State's Reagan Beers.
HONORABLE MENTION
Ayoka Lee of Kansas State, and Aaliyah Edwards of UConn were the leading vote-getters among players who didn't make the three All-America teams. Players earned honorable-mention status if they appeared on one of the ballots.
___
AP March Madness coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ap-all-americans-womens-basketball-841e1167b81725b919e309ff1da2e988
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Ohtani and Dodgers rally to beat Padres 5-2 in season opener, first MLB game in South Korea

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani takes his helmet off after hitting an RBI single during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani heads to first for an RBI single during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani watches during an opening day baseball game between the San Diego Padres and the Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani hits an RBI single during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, second from left, congratulates Teoscar Hernandez after the Dodgers defeated the San Diego Padres 5-2 in an opening day baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers relief pitcher Evan Phillips throws to the plate during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Tyler Glasnow throws to the plate during the first inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Ha-Seong Kim, right, flies out as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Will Smith watches during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. heads to first as he flies out during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Mamiko Tanaka, center, wife of Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani watches during an opening day baseball game between the San Diego Padres and the Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani hits an RBI single during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, right, talks with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani, second from left, congratulates Teoscar Hernandez after the Dodgers defeated the San Diego Padres 5-2 in an opening day baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers relief pitcher Evan Phillips throws to the plate during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Tyler Glasnow throws to the plate during the first inning of an opening day baseball game against the San Diego Padres at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Ha-Seong Kim, right, flies out as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Will Smith watches during the ninth inning of an opening day baseball game at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. heads to first as he flies out during the eighth inning of an opening day baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at the Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul, South Korea Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Seoul, South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- The Los Angeles Dodgers started their Shohei Ohtani era with a memorable win on a night of firsts.
Ohtani's RBI single capped a four-run eighth-inning rally in his Dodgers debut, and Los Angeles beat the San Diego Padres 5-2 in Wednesday night's opener, Major League Baseball's first game in South Korea.
"Just a good night overall for Shohei," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "The bigger picture it's significant because you've got such a generational talent that is on your ballclub in a big market in Los Angeles. There's a lot more eyeballs on the Dodgers and on Major League Baseball."
The game turned when a routine grounder went through the webbing of the glove of first baseman Jake Cronenworth as the go-ahead run scored.
Ohtani went 2 for 5 with an RBI in his first game since leaving the Los Angeles Angels for a record $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodgers. A crowd of 15,952 was on hand to watch at the Gocheok Sky Dome.

    


The two-way star, limited to batting following elbow surgery, also had a mental error that caused the final out of the eighth. He was called out when he passed second base and then failed to retouch the bag while retreating on Freddie Freeman's flyout, causing an inning-ending double play.




A bomb threat did not seem to affect pregame preparations. Police found no explosives and said they acted on a tip that the threat was against Ohtani.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Padres pitchers walked nine and hit a batter, and the Dodgers had seven hits, none for extra bases.
San Diego led 2-1 entering the eighth when Max Muncy started with a walk against Wandy Peralta. Teoscar Hernandez, also making his Dodgers debut, singled off Jhony Brito (0-1), among the players the Padres obtained in the trade that sent star Juan Soto to the New York Yankees.
James Outman walked and Kike Hernandez's sacrifice fly tied the score. Adrian Morejon relieved and Gavin Lux hit a chopper to Cronenworth that the two-time All-Star tried to backhand. The ball went through the webbing of the large first baseman's mitt.

    


"It could have gone through innings before that. It just happened at that situation and it sucks," Cronenworth said. "I thought it was an easy double play."
Hernandez came home for a 3-2 lead. 
"That's a tough error for Cro," Roberts said. "Fortunate break for us. You got to take them when you can get them."
Betts and Ohtani followed with RBI singles.
Betts, Ohtani and Freeman became the first MVPs to hit 1-2-3 in a batting order since Philadelphia's Joe Morgan, Pete Rose and Mike Schmidt during 10 games in 1983. The only other instances were by Cincinnati's Big Red Machine, with Rose, Morgan and George Foster on May 13, 1978, and Rose, Morgan and Johnny Bench on May 5, 1976.
Betts, moved to shortstop this season, combined with Ohtani to go 4 for 9 at the top of the order.
Daniel Hudson (1-0), the third of five Dodgers pitchers, threw a one-hit seventh. Evan Phillips pitched a perfect ninth for the save, finishing a four-hitter that gave the Dodgers their sixth straight win over the Padres in an opener.

    


With new wife Mamiko Tanaka watching from the strands, Ohtani got his first hit with the Dodgers in a 112.3 mph single to right against Yu Darvish. Ohtani was at the plate in the first when Mookie Betts tried to steal second but was sent back because of umpire interference by Lance Barksdale on Luis Campusano behind the plate.
Xander Bogaerts put the Padres ahead in the third with a run-scoring single off Tyler Glasnow. Bogaerts became the third player with hits in five nations after Edgardo Alfonzo and Paul Goldschmidt, according to the Elias Sports Bureau. Bogaerts also has hits in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and England.
Jason Heyward had a sacrifice fly in the fourth, and San Diego went back ahead in the bottom half when Campusano hit a run-scoring double-play grounder.
Glasnow gave up two runs, two hits and four walks over five innings, throwing 77 pitches. Los Angeles acquired him from Tampa Bay in December and signed the 30-year-old right-hander to a $136.5 million, five-year contract.

    


"The whole day was kind of a grind," Glasnow said. "Loud -- cool atmosphere."
Darvish allowed an unearned run and two hits in 3 2/3 innings.
Muncy had the first hit of season, lining a single off the end of his bat in the second and into center.
Starting his 12th season, Bogaerts made his first big league appearance at second as Ha-Seong Kim moved to shortstop.
In the first game since MLB shortened the pitch clock with runners on base by two seconds to 18, Padres pitchers were called for four violations, including two by Peralta and one each by Darvish and Yuki Matsui.
Matsui, the fourth of eight San Diego pitchers, got two outs in the sixth inning of his Padres. He agreed to a $28 million, five-year contract.
San Diego's Ha-Seong Kim, playing in his native country, was 0 for 3 with a walk. 

    


TRAINER'S ROOM
Dodgers: RHPs Walker Buehler (Tommy John surgery), Brusdar Graterol (shoulder inflammation), Blake Treinen (bruised lung) and Emmet Sheehan (right forearm inflammation) were placed on the 10-day IL. RHP Landon Knack was recalled from Triple-A Oklahoma City.
Padres: RHPs Glenn Otto (right teres major strain) and Luis Patino (right elbow inflammation) were placed on the 15-day IL and INF Tucupita Marcano (right knee ACL surgery on Aug. 9) on the 10-day IL.
UP NEXT
RHP Yoshinobu Yamamoto makes his major league debut after agreeing to a $325 million, 12-year contract with the Dodgers. He had an 8.38 ERA over 9 2/3 innings in three spring training outings. "I'm not really concerned about the numbers," he said through a translator. ... RHP Joe Musgrove starts for the Padres after going 10-3 with a 3.05 ERA in 17 starts last year.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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EPA issues new auto rules aimed at cutting carbon emissions, boosting electric vehicles and hybrids

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - President Joe Biden drives a Cadillac Lyriq through the show room during a tour at the Detroit Auto Show, Sept. 14, 2022, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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[image: FILE - Traffic enters lower Manhattan after crossing the Brooklyn Bridge, Feb. 8, 2024, in New York. The Biden administration this week is expected to announce new automobile emissions standards that relax proposed limits in the next few years but reach the same strict standards outlined by the Environmental Protection Agency last year. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | FILE - Traffic enters lower Manhattan after crossing the Brooklyn Bridge, Feb. 8, 2024, in New York. The Biden administration this week is expected to announce new automobile emissions standards that relax proposed limits in the next few years but reach the same strict standards outlined by the Environmental Protection Agency last year. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)


            Read More
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[image: FILE - Electric vehicle chargers sit outside a Ford dealership, Jan. 21, 2024, in Broomfield, Colo. The Biden administration this week is expected to announce new automobile emissions standards that relax proposed limits in the next few years but reach the same strict standards outlined by the Environmental Protection Agency last year.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at a campaign event at El Portal restaurant Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration announced new automobile emissions standards Wednesday that officials called the most ambitious plan ever to cut planet-warming emissions from passenger vehicles.
The new rules relax initial tailpipe limits proposed last year but eventually get close to the same strict standards set out by the Environmental Protection Agency.
The rules come as sales of electric vehicles, which are needed to meet the standards, have begun to slow. The auto industry cited lower sales growth in objecting to the EPA's preferred standards unveiled last April as part of its ambitious plan to cut planet-warming emissions from passenger vehicles.
The EPA said that under its final rule, the industry could meet the limits if 56% of new vehicle sales are electric by 2032, along with at least 13% plug-in hybrids or other partially electric cars, as well as more efficient gasoline-powered cars that get more miles to the gallon.

    


That would be a huge increase over current EV sales, which rose to 7.6% of new vehicle sales last year, up from 5.8% in 2022.
The new standards will avoid more than 7 billion tons of planet-warming carbon emissions over the next three decades and provide nearly $100 billion in annual net benefits, the EPA said, including lower health care costs, fewer deaths and more than $60 billion in reduced annual costs for fuel, maintenance and repairs.




President Joe Biden, who has made fighting climate change a hallmark of his presidency, cited "historic progress" on his pledge that half of all new cars and trucks sold in the U.S. will be zero-emission by 2030.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We'll meet my goal for 2030 and race forward in the years ahead,'' Biden said in a statement Wednesday.
WHAT IS EPA PROPOSING?
The EPA rule applies to model years 2027 to 2032 and will significantly reduce emissions of planet-warming greenhouse gases, as well as other air pollution such as nitrogen oxides and particulate matter from new passenger cars, light trucks and pickups.

    


Transportation makes up the largest source of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, and cars and trucks account for more than half of those emissions. The EPA said the new rule will help "tackle the climate crisis" while accelerating the adoption of cleaner vehicle technologies. The agency is finalizing the rule as sales of clean vehicles, including plug-in hybrid and fully electric vehicles, hit record highs last year.
The new rule slows implementation of stricter pollution standards from 2027 through 2029, after the auto industry called proposed benchmarks unworkable. The rule ramps up to nearly reach the level the EPA preferred by 2032. 
"Let me be clear: Our final rule delivers the same, if not more, pollution reduction than we set out in our proposal,'' EPA Administrator Michael Regan told reporters. In addition to carbon pollution, the final standards also will reduce other serious air pollution that contributes to heart attacks, respiratory illnesses, aggravated asthma and decreased lung function, Regan said. 
"Folks, these new standards are so important for public health, for American jobs, for our economy and for our planet,'' he said. 

    


The standards are designed to be technology-neutral and performance-based, Regan said, giving car and truck manufacturers the flexibility to choose pollution-control technologies that are best suited for their customers while meeting environmental and public health goals.
WHY DID EPA CHANGE THE PROPOSED RULE?
The changes appear aimed at addressing strong industry and labor opposition to the accelerated ramp-up of EVs, along with public reluctance to fully embrace the new technology. There is also a legitimate threat of legal challenges before conservative courts.
The Supreme Court, with a 6-3 conservative majority, has increasingly reined in the powers of federal agencies, including the EPA, in recent years. The justices have restricted the EPA's authority to fight air and water pollution -- including a landmark 2022 ruling that limited the EPA's authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants that contribute to global warming. 

    


At the same time, the Democratic president needs cooperation from the auto industry and political support from auto workers, a key political voting bloc.
"U.S. workers will lead the world on autos -- making clean cars and trucks, each stamped 'Made in America,'" Biden said Wednesday. "You have my word.''
The United Auto Workers union, which has endorsed Biden, said it supports rules that benefit workers and the environment, not just the industry. The new rule protects workers who build combustion engine vehicles "while providing a path forward for automakers to implement the full range of automotive technologies to reduce emissions," the union said.

HOW ARE THE NEW RULES BEING RECEIVED?
Generally, environmental groups have been optimistic about the new EPA plan, which is aimed at slashing emissions from a source that causes one-fifth of the nation's carbon pollution.

    


David Cooke, senior vehicles analyst for the Union of Concerned Scientists, said the rule would significantly reduce vehicle pollution from current requirements. But the standards are weaker than those EPA proposed a year ago and make it unlikely that the U.S. will be able to meet its commitments under the 2015 Paris Climate Accord, which aims to keep global warming from increasing more than 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial times, he said.
Still, the new rules over time will prevent more carbon pollution "than the entire U.S. economy coughs up in a year,'' said Manish Bapna, president of the Natural Resources Defense Council. In the short term, the rules "will save drivers money at the pump and cut tailpipe pollution that endangers public health,'' he added.
"In the longer journey to confront the climate crisis, these standards take us in the right direction,'' he said.
But Dan Becker at the Center for Biological Diversity said he fears loopholes will let the industry continue to sell gas burners. He also is afraid the industry will get away with doing little during the first three years of the standards, which could be undone if former President Donald Trump is reelected.
"The bottom line is that the administration is caving to pressure from big oil, big auto and the dealers to stall progress on EVs and now allow more pollution from cars," Becker said. 
WHAT DO REPUBLICANS SAY? 
Republicans criticized the new standards, saying they essentially decide for the public which vehicles they should buy. "These regulations represent yet another step toward an unrealistic transition to electric vehicles that Americans do not want and cannot afford," said West Virginia Sen. Shelley Moore Capito.
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-Louisiana, called the rule a "misguided electric vehicle mandate" that will force the U.S. to rely on China and other foes for critical minerals needed for batteries.
Regan said the government isn't requiring people to buy EVs or any other technology, adding that there are "multiple pathways companies can choose to comply'' with the rule.
"We are staying well within the confines of the law and our statutory authority by not mandating a specific technology,'' he said.
The EPA could achieve its carbon pollution goals even if sales of battery electric vehicles are as low as 30% in 2032, as long as other standards are met, he said.
U.S. electric vehicle sales grew 47% last year to a record 1.19 million as EV market share rose to 7.6%. But EV sales growth slowed toward the end of the year. In December, they rose 34%.

WHAT DOES THE CAR INDUSTRY THINK?
The Alliance for Auto Innovation, a large industry trade group, praised the EPA's slower implementation of the standards, saying the pace of the EV transition matters as the industry moves to produce more electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids to convert more traveling miles to electricity. The group had complained that the ramp-up to 67% initially proposed by the EPA was too fast for the industry to achieve. The proposal was faster than Biden's goal of ensuring that EVs account for half of new vehicles in the U.S. by 2030.
"Moderating the pace of EV adoption was the right call because it prioritizes more reasonable electrification targets in the next few, very critical years of the transition," said John Bozzella, the Alliance CEO.
The adjusted emissions targets will still be a stretch for the industry to achieve, Bozzella said, but they should give the market and parts supply chains a chance to catch up to higher EV sales. The plan also gives the industry more time to set up public charging stations, and it allows government tax incentives for EV manufacturing and for consumers to buy EVs to take hold, he said.
Toyota, the top seller of hybrid vehicles in the U.S., said it believes the fastest way to reduce carbon emissions quickly is to give consumers choices of battery electric vehicles and hybrids. The new EPA standards allow for more sales of plug-in hybrids and regular gas-electric hybrids to meet emissions limits.
____
AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher reported from Detroit.
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BYU's Aly Khalifa heads into March Madness without food or water while observing Ramadan

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: BYU center Aly Khalifa celebrates after making a basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against UCF Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) gets past Texas Tech forward Robert Jennings (25) to put up a shot during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) passes over Texas Tech guard Darrion Williams (5) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) shoots during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Kansas Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. BYU won 76-68. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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        BYU's Aly Khalifa heads into March Madness without food or water while observing Ramadan

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: BYU center Aly Khalifa celebrates after making a basket during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against UCF Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: BYU center Aly Khalifa (50) gets past Texas Tech forward Robert Jennings (25) to put up a shot during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- Aly Khalifa will set his alarm for 4:30 a.m. Thursday, a witching hour for a college kid if ever there was one, and roll out of bed for the same breakfast as always: scrambled eggs, yogurt, some fruit, all washed down with a whole lot of water.
It will be the last he eats or drinks for nearly 16 hours.
Then he will pray, prostrating in accordance with Ramadan, the holiest month for Muslims, not for leading BYU to victory in its game hours later against Duquesne but out of a profound sense of reverential devotion.
It is a fast Khalifa is embarking on willingly, yet one that carries with it unusual challenges during the NCAA Tournament. The energy the 6-foot-11 forward from Alexandria, Egypt, will expend on the court over 40 minutes cannot be replenished until much later in the day, after the sun mercifully drops over the horizon and darkness finally sets in.

    


"Not going to lie," Khalifa said in a corner of the Cougars' locker room Wednesday, having just stepped off the bus for practice at about the same time as tipoff will occur the following morning, "I'm real thirsty right now. That's the hardest part."




One of the Five Pillars of Islam is the "sawm," where during the ninth month of the Islamic calendar healthy adults are required to abstain from food and drink during daylight hours. The practice is intended to renew their awareness and gratitude for all that God has bestowed upon them, and to serve as a reminder of their religious obligation to help those less fortunate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are exceptions for children and the elderly, women who are pregnant and those who are traveling, and that could have given Khalifa a reprieve. In fact, BYU teammates Fousseyni Traore, a native of Mali, and Atiki Ally Atiki, who was recruited to the predominantly Mormon school from Tanzania, chose to observe Ramadan in other ways, such as extended prayer.

    


Yet Khalifa wanted to fast in earnest, putting faith in God -- and the BYU training staff -- he could endure such deprivation.
Cougars coach Mark Pope has provided leadership and guidance. Michael Davie, the school's director of sports science, has been meticulously monitoring his weight and hydration level. Robert Ramos, the director of sports medicine, is providing solidarity -- "He's doing it with me," Khalifa said with a smile. "Rob was like, 'I got you.'"
They had a dry run last week during the Big 12 Tournament, where the Cougars won a second-round game against UCF before losing in the quarterfinals to Texas Tech. (Khalifa tweaked his ankle against the Red Raiders but is ready to go this week.)
"We're getting more comfortable with the schedule, more comfortable with the diet, more comfortable with the first thing he eats in the evening and how he rations it out," Pope said. "He's become way more comfortable. He's had a bit more juice (energy) every day. He's adjusted to it. I'm super proud of him. He's an incredible example of faith and devotion."

    
    March Madness 2024
LIVE UPDATES: AP has you covered for the first round of the NCAA Tournament.
BRACKETS: See the brackets for the men's and women's tournaments.
QUIZ: How does your knowledge about the tournament stacks up.
GET MORE with AP's latest March Madness coverage. 



    


Cougars guard Richie Saunders, who has helped to raise money to build basketball courts in West Africa, knew Khalifa's fast would be a tremendous sacrifice. But he also knew that a close-knit team that had successfully navigated its first season in the Big 12 to return to the NCAA Tournament for the first time in three years would be there to help.

    


They might need to play more minutes. Adjust their style. Provide emotional support, just as much as the physical kind.
"I knew that sacrifice for him," Saunders said, "but we're such a team of faith, all the different nuances or whatever. If that's his choice, we're going to be behind him. We're going to carry him when he needs to be carried.
"It's a team," Saunders said. "You know?"
Khalifa isn't unique in the NCAA Tournament. Samson Johnson and Hassan Diarra of No. 1 overall seed UConn fasted last year, when the Huskies rolled to the national championship, and are planning to do the same as they defend their title.
So far, tipoff times have worked in Khalifa's favor. Both of the Cougars' games in the Big 12 Tournament started before noon, and their game against Duquesne on Thursday will begin at 11:40 a.m. That beats a game that would start in the midafternoon, when Khalifa's hunger pangs and unquenchable thirst would be at their worst.

    


They won't know until Thursday night, assuming they win, when they will tip against Illinois or Morehead State on Saturday.
"The built-in part of faith is that you kind of press forward with your acts of devotion," Pope said, "and it's inherent in that you have faith that God's will is going to be done. I don't think Aly is asking for any handouts. I don't think our players in their walk of faith are asking for any accommodations or handouts. I think that defies the point of it.
"One of the beautiful things about acts of devotion, which all of our guys on our team are incredibly familiar with, is that you kind of put your offering on the altar, so to speak -- the figurative altar -- and then you trust that God's will is going to be done."
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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In one Ukrainian city, ballet in a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Girls practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: A ballet coach teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: A mother prepares her daughtr to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: Mother and teacher prepare the girls to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: Yulia Voitina owner of studio teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: Girls hug their teacher Yulia Voitina after a lesson in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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            Bomb shelter in Kharkiv doubles as a ballet studio

        
        
            The Princess Ballet Studio is a spartan, windowless space under an apartment complex, but for an hour, the ballet class offers an escape from the daily horrors playing out above ground in the northeastern city of Kharkiv. (March 20)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Bomb shelter in Kharkiv doubles as a ballet studio
The Princess Ballet Studio is a spartan, windowless space under an apartment complex, but for an hour, the ballet class offers an escape from the daily horrors playing out above ground in the northeastern city of Kharkiv. (March 20)
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    [image: Girls practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: A ballet coach teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: A mother prepares her daughtr to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | A mother prepares her daughtr to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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A mother prepares her daughtr to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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[image: Mother and teacher prepare the girls to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Mother and teacher prepare the girls to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Mother and teacher prepare the girls to practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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[image: Girls practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Girls practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Girls practice in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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[image: Yulia Voitina owner of studio teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Yulia Voitina owner of studio teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Yulia Voitina owner of studio teaches girls in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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[image: Girls hug their teacher Yulia Voitina after a lesson in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Girls hug their teacher Yulia Voitina after a lesson in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Girls hug their teacher Yulia Voitina after a lesson in a ballet studio in a bomb shelter in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, March 18, 2024. In northeast Ukraine, a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter is an escape from the horrors of war for about 20 young girls. The Princess Ballet Studio in Kharkiv is a spartan, windowless room, but practicing underground means they can dance through the almost hourly air raid alerts. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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                                        KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) -- In a dance studio that doubles as a bomb shelter in northeast Ukraine, the little girls in pink tutus prance in like gusts of air.
Timed to classical music, the 9-year olds jump and glide. Occasionally, they misbehave, prompting a curt rebuke from Marina Altukhova, their instructor.
The Princess Ballet Studio is a spartan, windowless space under an apartment complex, but for an hour, the ballet class offers levity and escape from the daily horrors playing out above ground in the northeastern city of Kharkiv. 
Reminders of Russia's war against Ukraine are inescapable: Buildings lie in piles of rubble, and sirens are constant. Practicing in a bomb shelter means the girls can keeping dancing through the almost hourly air raid alerts. 
Owner Yulia Voitina has done what she can to lighten the place up: Pink ballet slippers hang from a door knob, a bean bag offers comfortable seating for waiting parents. 

    


Altukhova tells her students to plie, and the little girls bend their knees, staring at their reflection in a large mirror to perfect the stance. As the music swells, she tells them to rise up on the balls of their feet and raise their arms. Some lose their balance.




"Very good," she says.
The Kharkiv region cuts across the snaking 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line, where Ukrainian and Russian forces have been locked in vicious battles for over two years since Moscow's invasion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Voitina ran a chain of ballet studios before the war, but she closed them when she left to seek shelter in western Ukraine. When she came home in March 2023, she realized she didn't have the money, or the students to reopen them. But she decided to keep one open for nearly no profit. She had 300 students before the war, but her studio now serves 20.
She felt she had to. "There is nothing for kids in Kharkiv, no school or kindergartens, kids are online all the time," she said. "They need to apply their energy somewhere to feel nice emotions. So ballet, in particular, is like salvation for them."

    


Across the Kharkiv region, civilians are putting lives back together as best they can.
In nearby Izium, all but levelled after months of Russian occupation, Hanna Tertyshna is gardening. The front lines are not far, but she has had enough of being displaced after fleeing the Russians once. "It's all unpredictable," she said. "But it's good to be home, the birds are chirping and children are playing."
A short distance away, Evgeny Nepochatov looked at the rubble that used to be his family home. "It's so sad," was all he could say. 
Yuri Sevastianov, an 80-year-old former Soviet agricultural director, bicycled by to gather firewood from the remains of Nepochatov's house. "It's the only way we can survive," said Sevastianov, grimly, and sped off.
Back in ballet class, Altukhova has a complicated exercise for the girls that will require them to do a complete turn of the body on one foot -- a pirouette. Nine-year-old Myroslava Ponomarenko goes in for the move, her expression fixed in a mask of concentration as though the whole world were at stake.

    


From the door to the small waiting room, her mother Hanna watches with pride.
"That is her favorite thing to do, she has been attending classes since she was 3," the 32-year old says.
Her husband works for the State Emergency Service, and is rarely at home. Often, he is called to rescue civilians after Russian missile strikes, move rubble and assess the damage.
Like Voitina, Ponomarenko fled the city with her family early in the war, only to return last year. She was among the first to sign up her daughter for ballet classes once the studio reopened.
At first, little Myroslava was not impressed.
"When my daughter came here at first, she said, 'Oh my God, mom, this is a basement, there are no windows'" she said.
She was used to Kharkiv's finest ballet conservatory, where concert pianists played live during lessons, and she could watch professional dancers practice.
But she has come to terms with the new reality. She told her mother, "Well, it is what it is, let it be," Ponomarenko said. "I will agree to anything."
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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French bulldogs remain the most popular US breed in new rankings. Many fans aren't happy

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Winston, a French bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | FILE - Winston, a French bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Memo, a Labrador retriever, competes in the sporting group during the 142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 13, 2018. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | FILE - Memo, a Labrador retriever, competes in the sporting group during the 142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 13, 2018. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Daniel, a golden retriever, wins the sporting group during 144th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Feb. 11, 2020, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | FILE - Daniel, a golden retriever, wins the sporting group during 144th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Feb. 11, 2020, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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[image: FILE - Lily, a miniature poodle, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | FILE - Lily, a miniature poodle, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A long-haired dachshund competes during the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | FILE - A long-haired dachshund competes during the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Star, a bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | FILE - Star, a bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Miss P, a 15-inch beagle, competes at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York, Feb. 17, 2015. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | FILE - Miss P, a 15-inch beagle, competes at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York, Feb. 17, 2015. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A Rottweiler competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 16, 2016. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | FILE - A Rottweiler competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 16, 2016. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A cane corso competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The cane corso is now 16th in the rankings. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | FILE - A cane corso competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The cane corso is now 16th in the rankings. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Toby, 5, left, and Izzy, 4, both sloughi dogs, are introduced at the 141st Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show press conference, Monday Jan. 30, 2017, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | FILE - Toby, 5, left, and Izzy, 4, both sloughi dogs, are introduced at the 141st Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show press conference, Monday Jan. 30, 2017, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)
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[image: FILE - CJ, a German shorthaired pointer, competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | FILE - CJ, a German shorthaired pointer, competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Lepshi, bracco Italiano, a competes in the sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | FILE - Lepshi, bracco Italiano, a competes in the sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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    [image: FILE - Winston, a French bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | FILE - Winston, a French bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Winston, a French bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Memo, a Labrador retriever, competes in the sporting group during the 142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 13, 2018. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | FILE - Memo, a Labrador retriever, competes in the sporting group during the 142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 13, 2018. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Memo, a Labrador retriever, competes in the sporting group during the 142nd Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 13, 2018. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Daniel, a golden retriever, wins the sporting group during 144th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Feb. 11, 2020, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | FILE - Daniel, a golden retriever, wins the sporting group during 144th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Feb. 11, 2020, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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FILE - Daniel, a golden retriever, wins the sporting group during 144th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Feb. 11, 2020, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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[image: FILE - Lily, a miniature poodle, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | FILE - Lily, a miniature poodle, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Lily, a miniature poodle, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A long-haired dachshund competes during the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | FILE - A long-haired dachshund competes during the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - A long-haired dachshund competes during the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Star, a bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | FILE - Star, a bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Star, a bulldog, competes in the non-sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 8, 2023, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Miss P, a 15-inch beagle, competes at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York, Feb. 17, 2015. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | FILE - Miss P, a 15-inch beagle, competes at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York, Feb. 17, 2015. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Miss P, a 15-inch beagle, competes at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York, Feb. 17, 2015. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, and others. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A Rottweiler competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 16, 2016. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | FILE - A Rottweiler competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 16, 2016. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - A Rottweiler competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York, Feb. 16, 2016. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - A cane corso competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The cane corso is now 16th in the rankings. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | FILE - A cane corso competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The cane corso is now 16th in the rankings. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - A cane corso competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The cane corso is now 16th in the rankings. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Toby, 5, left, and Izzy, 4, both sloughi dogs, are introduced at the 141st Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show press conference, Monday Jan. 30, 2017, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | FILE - Toby, 5, left, and Izzy, 4, both sloughi dogs, are introduced at the 141st Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show press conference, Monday Jan. 30, 2017, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)
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FILE - Toby, 5, left, and Izzy, 4, both sloughi dogs, are introduced at the 141st Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show press conference, Monday Jan. 30, 2017, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)
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[image: FILE - CJ, a German shorthaired pointer, competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | FILE - CJ, a German shorthaired pointer, competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - CJ, a German shorthaired pointer, competes at the 140th Westminster Kennel Club dog show, Feb. 16, 2016, at Madison Square Garden, in New York. Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. After French bulldogs, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds, poodles, and others, including Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Lepshi, bracco Italiano, a competes in the sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | FILE - Lepshi, bracco Italiano, a competes in the sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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FILE - Lepshi, bracco Italiano, a competes in the sporting group competition during the 147th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, in New York. French bulldogs remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By JENNIFER PELTZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- French bulldogs. U.S. dog owners. C'est l'amour. 
Frenchies remained the United States' most commonly registered purebred dogs last year, according to American Kennel Club rankings released Wednesday. The club calls the Frenchie the most popular breed, though other canine constituencies may beg to differ.
Is it a coup to be celebrated? Au contraire, say longtime fans who rue what popularity is doing to the breed. Nevertheless, after lapping Labrador retrievers to take the top spot in 2022, the bat-eared, scaled-down bulldogs held on in the new standings, which reflect puppies and other dogs that were added last year to the United States' oldest dog registry. 
Meanwhile, dachshunds are at a nearly two-decade peak, the cane corso is making moves, and there's a new breed in the mix.




Of course, purebreds are only part of the canine population in the U.S., where animal shelters faced an influx of all sorts of dogs last year. Here's a snapshot:

    



    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: French bulldogs remain the most popular US breed in new rankings. Many fans aren't happy.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on the most popular pure-bred dog in the U.S.

    

TOP 10
After Frenchies, the most common breeds registered were Labs, golden retrievers, German shepherds and poodles. Then came dachshunds, bulldogs, beagles, Rottweilers and German shorthaired pointers.
All were also in the top 10 in 2022. A decade ago, Yorkshire terriers and boxers were in the group. Go back a half-century, and the third most popular breed was the Irish setter -- now 76th.
Pooch preferences shift for reasons ranging from media exposure (social and otherwise) to changing lifestyles as more Americans have moved to cities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The statistics have limits. Registration is voluntary, the AKC releases few raw numbers, and the popularity rankings measure only the club's roughly 200 recognized breeds. They don't include doodles, other deliberate hybrids or everyday mixed-breed dogs, though those can be registered as "all-American dogs" for such sports as agility and obedience. 
THE FRENCHIE MALAISE 
Nearly 98,500 French bulldogs joined the AKC pack last year, after a whopping 108,000 in 2022. 

    


The small, solidly built, push-faced dogs have a penchant for comically pensive expressions and often take city living in stride. "They're interesting little beings," says Naneice Bucci, who has owned and shown them for decades.
The breed also is now a lightning rod for canine controversy and cultural critique.
There are the foreshortened snouts that can result in labored breathing, gagging, difficulty with exercise and other ills -- concerns that prompted the Netherlands to ban breeding certain individual dogs with muzzles deemed too short. There are pet-store heists and violent robberies, at least one of them deadly. There's a proliferation of Frenchies with unusual coat colors and textures, which have Frenchie folk squabbling over longtime standards.
And there's concern among long-timers that the hot market for puppies is incentivizing people who are in it for greed, not the breed. 
To Bucci, "it's a very scary time."
As a "preservation breeder" who follows AKC standards and conducts a battery of internationally recommended health tests before her dogs reproduce, she dreads that breeders who don't do likewise may lead to crackdowns on everyone. And as a founder of Nevada French Bulldog Rescue, she also sees "all of the underbelly of the people who breed indiscriminately." 

    


"Every time we take in a Frenchie that's in terrible condition, yes, I get angry," says Bucci, who lives near Reno. "But at the same time, I don't want to be punished for trying to do it right." 
DACHSHUND REDUX
Among other breeds, the unmistakable, low-slung dachshund is riding high at No. 6, its highest ranking since 2004. The dogs ranked as high as third at times in the 1950s-70s.
Their combination of sprightly cuteness, small size and determination -- they were originally bred to roust badgers -- endear them to many. They also have a full-sized bark and a tendency toward stubbornness.
"Even though they're small, people have to remember: They are hounds," says Carole Krivanich of Milton, Delaware, whose nearly 15-year-old dachshund Mo is an agility and show champion. A longtime Rottweiler owner, she's found dachshunds to be "very versatile" and good companions.

    


ON A COURSE FOR PUP-ULARITY
The cane corso (pronounced CAH'-neh COOR'-soh) is now 16th in the rankings, remarkable for a breed the AKC first started counting as recently as 2010. (Perhaps it helped that owners have included such figures as NBA great LeBron James and Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes.)
The dogs are praised as protective, trainable and attached to their people. But the strong breed is "not for somebody that doesn't know how to control a dog," AKC spokesperson Brandi Hunter Munden says. 
WHO'S NEW? 
The bracco Italiano debuts in the standings at 152nd most popular. But the large, long-eared bird-hunters aren't exactly obscure. Country music power couple Tim McGraw and Faith Hill have shared the antics of their bracchi Italiani (that's the proper plural) on social media. A bracco co-owned by McGraw notched a first-round "best of breed" win at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club dog show last year. 

    


WHO'S FEW?
The sloughi was rarest among last year's registrations. Sometimes called Arabian greyhounds, the fleet, somewhat shy dogs joined the AKC pack in 2016. 
GIMME SHELTER
While dogs from affenpinschers to Xoloitzcuintlis were bred last year, U.S. animal shelters were already brimming with dogs and cats. Shelters and rescue groups took in about 3.2 million dogs, while 2.2 million dogs were adopted, according to Shelter Animals Count, a nonprofit that gathers shelter data.
There's "a need for a renewed effort to make adoption a priority for the community," says the group's executive director, Stephanie Filer. Shelters have a wide variety of dogs to offer, including specific breeds, she notes. 
Hunter Munden, the AKC's spokesperson, has two rescue dogs and a purebred herself. 
"Rescue is wonderful," she said. "However, we do understand that people want specific characteristics to fit their lifestyle, when it comes to dog ownership, and that's where purebred dogs come in."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/most-popular-us-dog-breeds-french-bulldog-b8faa0214c160d00117ef1ef15d21f43
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MacKenzie Scott donates $640 million, more than doubling her planned gifts to nonprofit applicants

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie Scott arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 4, 2018, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Scott announced Tuesday, March 19, 2024 she would give $640 million to more than 360 organizations in response to an application process she launched last year. The award is more than double the amount that she initially promised in an ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie Scott arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 4, 2018, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Scott announced Tuesday, March 19, 2024 she would give $640 million to more than 360 organizations in response to an application process she launched last year. The award is more than double the amount that she initially promised in an "open call" for applications. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        Billionaire philanthropist and author MacKenzie Scott announced Tuesday she is giving $640 million to 361 small nonprofits that responded to an open call for applications.
Yield Giving's first round of donations is more than double what Scott had initially pledged to give away through the application process. Since she began giving away billions in 2019, Scott and her team have researched and selected organizations without an application process and provided them with large, unrestricted gifts.
In a brief note on her website, Scott wrote she was grateful to Lever for Change, the organization that managed the open call, and the evaluators for "their roles in creating this pathway to support for people working to improve access to foundational resources in their communities. They are vital agents of change."
The increase in both the award amount and the number of organizations who were selected is "a pleasant surprise," said Elisha Smith Arrillaga, vice president at The Center for Effective Philanthropy. She is interested to learn more about the applicants' experience of the process and whether Scott continues to use this process going forward. 

    


Some 6,353 nonprofits applied to the $1 million grants when applications opened. 




"The donor team decided to expand the awardee pool and the award amount," said Lever for Change, which specializes in running philanthropic prize awards. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 279 nonprofits that received top scores from an external review panel were awarded $2 million, while 82 organizations in a second tier received $1 million each. 
Competitions like Scott's open call can help organizations who do not have connections with a specific funder get considered, said Renee Karibi-Whyte, senior vice president, Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 
"One of the best things about prize philanthropy is that it surfaces people and organizations and institutions that otherwise wouldn't have access to the people in the power centers and the funding," she said. Her organization also advises funders who run competitive grants or philanthropic prize competitions to phase the application to diminish the burden of applying on any organization that is eliminated early. 

    


Megan Peterson, executive director of the Minnesota-based nonprofit, Gender Justice, said the application was a rare opportunity to get noticed by Scott.
"Having seen the types of work that she has supported in the past, we did feel like, 'Oh, if only she knew that we were out here racking up wins,'" said Peterson. 
Her organization has won lawsuits recently around access to emergency contraception and the rights of trans youth to play sports. They plan to use the funds to expand their work into North Dakota. Peterson said the funds must be used for tax exempt purposes but otherwise come with no restrictions or reporting requirements -- just like Scott's previous grants. 
"I think she's really helping to set a new path for philanthropy broadly, which is with that philosophy of: Find people doing good work and give them resources and then get out of the way," Peterson said of Scott. "I am grateful for not just the support individually, but the way in which I think she is having an impact on philanthropy broadly."

    


The open call asked for applications from nonprofits who are community-led with missions "to advance the voices and opportunities of individuals and families of meager or modest means," Yield Giving said on its website. Only nonprofits with annual budgets between $1 and $5 million were eligible to apply.
The awardees were selected through a multilayer process, where applicants scored fellow applicants and then the top organizations were reviewed by a panel of outside experts.
Scott has given away $16.5 billion from the fortune she came into after divorcing Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Initially, she publicized the gifts in online blog posts, sometimes naming the organizations and sometimes not. She launched a database of her giving in December 2022, under the name Yield Giving. 
In an essay reflecting on the website, she wrote, "Information from other people - other givers, my team, the nonprofit teams I've been giving to - has been enormously helpful to me. If more information about these gifts can be helpful to anyone, I want to share it."

    


Smith Arrillaga, of CEP, said it was important that Scott is, "continuing to honor her commitment in terms of giving away her wealth, even though she's thinking, changing and tweaking the 'how' of how it's done and she's still trying to go with the spirit of what she committed to." 
___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-open-call-yield-giving-bezos-ae809a469080e9e61a945a14a230629e
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Russia's Belgorod region is under attack again from Ukraine. Why does it keep getting targeted?

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows cars damaged by shelling from Ukraine in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows cars damaged by shelling from Ukraine in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Sunday, March 17, 2024, shows first responders at a burning house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Sunday, March 17, 2024, shows first responders at a burning house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in the Belgorod region of Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in the Belgorod region of Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in Russia's Belgorod region. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in Russia's Belgorod region. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: In this photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a man looks at broken window in his house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | In this photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a man looks at broken window in his house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the Belgorod region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the Belgorod region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in Russia's Belgorod region. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in Russia's Belgorod region. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks on a post-election visit to his campaign headquarters in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks on a post-election visit to his campaign headquarters in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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[image: FILE - Russia President Vladimir Putin gestures as he speaks during a meeting with his representatives for his campaign in the Andreyevsky Hall of the Grand Kremlin Palace, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE - Russia President Vladimir Putin gestures as he speaks during a meeting with his representatives for his campaign in the Andreyevsky Hall of the Grand Kremlin Palace, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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        Russia's Belgorod region is under attack again from Ukraine. Why does it keep getting targeted?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows cars damaged by shelling from Ukraine in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows cars damaged by shelling from Ukraine in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows cars damaged by shelling from Ukraine in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Saturday, March 16, 2024, shows damage to a flat in an apartment building after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Sunday, March 17, 2024, shows first responders at a burning house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Sunday, March 17, 2024, shows first responders at a burning house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Sunday, March 17, 2024, shows first responders at a burning house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in the Belgorod region of Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in the Belgorod region of Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in the Belgorod region of Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in Russia's Belgorod region. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in Russia's Belgorod region. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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FILE - This photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Monday, March 18, 2024, shows emergency employees working at a destroyed building after shelling from Ukraine, in the village of Nikolskoye, in Russia's Belgorod region. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP, File)
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[image: In this photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a man looks at broken window in his house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | In this photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a man looks at broken window in his house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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In this photo released by Belgorod regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov's Telegram channel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, a man looks at broken window in his house after shelling from Ukraine, in Belgorod, Russia. The region that borders Ukraine has seen a surge in Ukrainian attacks as Kyiv's forces ramped up their strikes as the war drags into a third year. (Belgorod Region Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the Belgorod region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the Belgorod region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the Belgorod region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, a Russian tank fires at Ukrainian troops from a position near the border with Ukraine in the Belgorod region of Russia. The Russian military says it has inflicted massive losses to Ukrainian forces who have launched cross-border raids into the region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks on a post-election visit to his campaign headquarters in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russia President Vladimir Putin gestures as he speaks during a meeting with his representatives for his campaign in the Andreyevsky Hall of the Grand Kremlin Palace, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Putin has described Ukraine's attacks in Russia's Belgorod region as an attempt to scare residents, saying the shelling and cross-border raids "won't go unpunished." (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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                                        Russia's Belgorod region has come under increasing Ukrainian attacks this month as the invasion by Moscow grinds into its third year.
A look at the region and its role in the war:
WHAT IS THE BELGOROD REGION?
The region of forests, farmland and rolling hills has a 540-kilometer (335-mile) border along Ukraine's northeastern edge. It has an area of over 27,000 square kilometers (about 10,500 square miles), and has a population of about 1.5 million.
It holds about 40% of Russia's iron ore and other minerals, and is home to several major industrial companies and farms.
The city of Belgorod, the provincial capital with a population of about 340,000, sits only 40 kilometers (25 miles) east of the border, making it an easy target for Ukrainian artillery.
WHAT HAS THE REGION FACED?
The region was one staging ground for the invasion by Russia in February 2022. It has come under regular Ukrainian attacks ever since Russian forces retreated there from northeastern Ukraine early in the war under the brunt of a counteroffensive by Kyiv.

    


An attack on the city of Belgorod on Dec. 30 marked a bloody escalation. A barrage of rockets struck on a holiday weekend as residents celebrated the New Year. Officials said 25 people were killed, including five children, and over 100 were injured.




The bloodshed also forced officials to cancel celebrations for the Orthodox feast of Epiphany on Jan. 19.
Regular rocket and drone strikes have continued since then. The area can be struck by relatively simple and mobile weapons such as multiple rocket launchers from forests on the Ukrainian side.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Border villages have faced repeated incursions backed by tanks, armored infantry vehicles and other heavy weapons. Russia claimed that it has repelled the attacks and inflicted heavy losses.
The repeated Ukrainian attacks have dealt a heavy blow to President Vladimir Putin's attempts to reassure Russians that their daily lives are largely untouched by the war.

    


Russian border villages in the region have been targeted sporadically during the war by Ukrainian artillery fire, rockets, mortar shells and drones launched from dense forests, where they are hard to detect.
WHAT WAS PUTIN'S REACTION?
The cross-border shelling and incursions took place as Putin has cemented his grip on power for another six years in a highly orchestrated election this month that followed a sweeping crackdown on dissent.
Putin says the attacks are an attempt to scare residents. "I'm sure that our people, the people of Russia, will respond to that with even greater cohesion," he said last week.
He vowed the Ukrainian cross-border attacks "won't go unpunished," venting particular anger at pro-Kyiv Russians who joined Ukrainian troops in the incursions, describing them as traitors who will face imminent death.
HOW HAVE BELGOROD OFFICIALS RESPONDED?
After the New Year weekend attack, authorities expanded a network of shelters in Belgorod and reinforced bus stops with concrete blocks and sandbags. The regional government also provided assistance to those wanting to leave the city and other border areas temporarily.
Belgorod Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov this week ordered the evacuation of 9,000 children from the region and ordered schools closed through Friday in Belgorod and other areas near the border. Universities in the area will switch to remote learning, and clubs and cultural and sports institutions will close.

    


Military checkpoints were set up to control entry to six border villages.
WHAT DO UKRAINIAN OFFICIALS SAY?
Ukrainian officials rarely comment on attacks inside Russia, but they emphasize Kyiv's right to use all means to counter Moscow's aggression.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Tuesday that any military action there was "the direct consequence of the illegal and unprovoked aggression of Russia against Ukraine."
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/ukraine
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Judge clears way for Trump to appeal ruling keeping Fani Willis on Georgia 2020 election case

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A special prosecutor who had a romantic relationship with Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis has withdrawn from the Georgia election interference case against former President Donald Trump.
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    [image: Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis looks on during a hearing on the Georgia election interference case, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. An attorney for Donald Trump says he's optimistic an appellate review will lead to the Georgia 2020 election interference case against him being dismissed and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis being disqualified. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. An attorney for Donald Trump says he's optimistic an appellate review will lead to the Georgia 2020 election interference case against him being dismissed and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis being disqualified. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
FILE- Fulton County Superior Judge Scott McAfee presides over a hearing is to determine whether Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis should be removed from the case because of a relationship with Nathan Wade, special prosecutor she hired in the election interference case against former President Donald Trump, Friday, March, 1, 2024, in Atlanta. An attorney for Donald Trump says he's optimistic an appellate review will lead to the Georgia 2020 election interference case against him being dismissed and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis being disqualified. (AP Photo/Alex Slitz, Pool, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. An attorney for Donald Trump says he's optimistic an appellate review will lead to the Georgia 2020 election interference case against him being dismissed and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis being disqualified. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The judge overseeing the Georgia 2020 election interference case cleared the way Wednesday for Donald Trump and other defendants to appeal a ruling allowing Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis to remain on the prosecution. 
Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee's ruling means defense attorneys can ask the Georgia Court of Appeals to review the judge's decision not to disqualify Willis or dismiss the indictment over her romantic relationship with special prosecutor Nathan Wade. It will be up to the appeals court to decide whether to hear the matter.
The judge said he would continue working to get the case ready for trial by addressing other matters in the meantime.
But while Willis had made clear her determination to turn the page from weeks of embarrassing headlines, the judge's decision to green-light the appeal allows defense attorneys to keep at the forefront allegations of impropriety that threaten to damage the public's perception of the prosecution.

    


McAfee last week said Willis can remain on the most sprawling of four criminal cases against the former president as long as Wade resigns, which Wade did on Friday.




Willis' romantic relationship with Wade has roiled the case for weeks, overshadowing the allegations charging Trump and 18 others with trying to illegally overturn his narrow loss to Democrat Joe Biden in 2020 in Georgia in a desperate bid to remain in power. Among the acts listed in the indictment was a Jan. 2, 2021, phone call in which Trump urged fellow Republican Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to help him "find" the 11,780 votes needed to beat Biden.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While the judge did not find Willis' relationship with Wade created a conflict of interest that should force her off the case, he said an "appearance of impropriety" infected the prosecution team. The judge rebuked Willis for her "tremendous" lapse in judgment and questioned the truthfulness of Wade's and her testimony about the timing of their relationship. 

    


Attorneys for Trump and the other defendants said in court papers on Monday that Wade's resignation was not enough to correct the appearance of impropriety the judge found. Defense lawyers say a failure to remove Willis could imperil any convictions and force a retrial if an appeals court later finds it was warranted.
Trump attorney Steve Sadow called the judge's decision to allow the appeal "highly significant." 
"The defense is optimistic that appellate review will lead to the case being dismissed and the DA being disqualified," Sadow said in an email. 
Jeff DiSantis, a spokesman for the district attorney's office, noted in a text message that the case had not been put on hold, adding that prosecutors will "work to move it forward to trial as quickly as possible." The district attorney's office will only comment on the appeal in court filings, he said. 
Trump has pleaded not guilty and has denied doing anything wrong. The presumptive Republican nominee for the 2024 presidential election has characterized all the criminal cases against him as an effort to hurt his bid to reclaim the White House in November. 

    


Defense attorneys alleged that Willis paid Wade large sums for his work and then improperly benefited from the prosecution of the case when Wade used his earnings to pay for vacations for the two of them.
Willis and Wade acknowledged they engaged in a romantic relationship, but they rejected the idea that Willis improperly benefited from it. Willis and Wade insisted they didn't begin dating until after he became special prosecutor and the relationship ended in the summer of 2023. They both said that Willis either paid for things herself or used cash to reimburse Wade for travel expenses.
Wade offered his resignation in a letter to Willis on Friday, saying he was doing so "in the interest of democracy, in dedication to the American public and to move this case forward as quickly as possible."
"I will always remember -- and will remind everyone -- that you were brave enough to step forward and take on the investigation and prosecution of the allegations that the defendants in this case engaged in a conspiracy to overturn Georgia's 2020 Presidential Election," Willis wrote in a letter accepting his resignation. 

    


The case is separate from the 2020 election interference case brought by special counsel Jack Smith in Washington's federal court. That case is currently on hold while the U.S. Supreme Court weighs Trump's claims of presidential immunity, with oral arguments scheduled for next month. 
___
Richer reported from Boston.
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Several probes target Brazil's Bolsonaro, but his COVID decisions are catching up to him first

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro was formally accused Tuesday of falsifying his COVID-19 vaccination data, marking the first indictment for the embattled far-right leader, with more allegations potentially in store. (Mar. 19)
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    [image: FILE - Brazil's former President Jair Bolsonaro leaves after attending an event at the Trump National Doral Miami, in Doral, Fla., Feb. 3, 2023. As Bolsonaro's term wound down in the final days of December 2022, Bolsonaro decided to skip the ritual of handing over the presidential sash to his successor, and instead traveled to Florida. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro poses for a photo with his newly appointed attorney general, Augusto Aras, at the Planalto Presidential Palace, in Brasilia, Brazil, Sept. 26, 2019. A Federal Police indictment unveiled Tuesday, March 19, 2024, has shed new light on a Senate committee inquiry that ended in October 2021 with a recommendation for nine criminal charges against Bolsonaro, alleging that he mismanaged the pandemic. Aras declined to move the case forward. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mauro Cid, an aide-de-camp to former President Jair Bolsonaro, testifies before a commission investigating the Jan. 8 capital uprising, in Brasilia, Brazil, July 11, 2023. According to a Federal Police indictment unveiled Tuesday, March 19, 2024, Bolsonaro turned to Cid, and asked him to insert false data into the public health system to make it appear as though he and his daughter had received the COVID-19 vaccine, in order to have the necessary vaccination certificate required by U.S. authorities for their 2023 trip to Florida. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres, File)]
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[image: FILE - Senators huddle next to a desk that has a plaque with the number of COVID-19 deaths in Brazil and copies of a Senate commission report on the government's handling of the pandemic, in Brasilia, Brazil, Oct. 20, 2021. A senator formally presented the report recommending President Jair Bolsonaro be indicted on criminal charges for allegedly bungling Brazil's response to the COVID-19 pandemic and pushing the country's death toll to one of the highest in the world. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro speaks to the press outside his home after Federal Police agents carried out a search and seizure warrant in Brasilia, Brazil, May 3, 2023. When asked about the search of Bolsonaro's home in Brasilia, the Federal Police press office gave a statement saying officers were carrying out searches and arrests related to the introduction of fraudulent data related to the COVID-19 vaccine into the nation's health system. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)]
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[image: FILE - Demonstrators walk past a mural depicting the face of Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro during a demonstration against Bolsonaro's handling of the coronavirus pandemic and economic policies protesters say harm the interests of the poor and working-class on Paulista Avenue in Sao Paulo, Brazil, June 19, 2021. After vaccines became available, Bolsonaro dismissed them as unnecessary, despite Brazil registering one of the highest death tolls in the world, and repeatedly said he would not receive a jab himself. (AP Photo/Marcelo Chello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Brazil's former President Jair Bolsonaro prepares to speak to the press in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, June 30, 2023, the day that judges ruled him ineligible to run for any political office again until 2030 after concluding that he abused his power and cast unfounded doubts on the country's electronic voting system. According to a Federal Police indictment unveiled Tuesday, March 19, 2024, Bolsonaro turned to an aide-de-camp and asked him to insert false data into the public health system to make it appear as though he and his daughter had received the COVID-19 vaccine, in order to have the necessary vaccination certificate required by U.S. authorities for their 2023 trip to Florida. (AP Photo/Thomas Santos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Thousands of people gather to show their support for former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro in Sao Paulo., Brazil, Feb. 25, 2024. Bolsonaro retains staunch allegiance among his political base who gathered on Sao Paulo's main boulevard to decry what they -- and the former president -- characterize as political persecution. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)]
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[image: Brazil's former President Jair Bolsonaro is surrounded by supporters after attending a campaign event launching the pre-candidacy of a mayoral candidate, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Saturday, March 16, 2024. After losing the October 2022 election, he never conceded defeat. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- As Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro's term wound down in the final days of December 2022, he had decided to skip the ritual of handing over the presidential sash to his successor, and instead made plans to travel abroad.
But there was a problem, according to a Federal Police indictment unveiled Tuesday: Bolsonaro didn't have the necessary vaccination certificate required by U.S. authorities.
So Bolsonaro turned to his aide-de-camp, Mauro Cid, and asked him to insert false data into the public health system to make it appear as though he and his 12-year-old daughter had received the COVID-19 vaccine, according to the indictment. 
Cid told police he tasked someone with the carrying out the deed, then printed out the certificates inside the presidential palace on Dec. 22 and hand-delivered them to Bolsonaro, according to detective Fabio Alvarez Shor, who signed the indictment.





    


It is Bolsonaro's first indictment since leaving office, and tampering with public records in Brazil is no trifling matter; should the prosecutor-general's office decide to use the indictment to file charges at the Supreme Court, the 68-year-old politician could spend up to 12 years behind bars or as little as two years, according to legal analyst Zilan Costa. A separate indictment for criminal association carries a maximum jail time of four years, he said.
Bolsonaro, who didn't comment on Tuesday, previously denied any wrongdoing during questioning in May 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In addition to the allegation Bolsonaro falsified records, another ongoing investigation seeks to determine whether he tried to sneak two sets of expensive diamond jewelry into Brazil and prevent them from being incorporated into the presidency's public collection. Police are also probing his alleged involvement in the Jan. 8, 2023 uprising in the capital, soon after Lula took power. It resembled the U.S. Capitol riot in Washington two years prior and sought to restore Bolsonaro to power. Commanders who served under Bolsonaro have told police the former leader presented them with a plan for him to remain in power after he lost his 2022 reelection bid.

    


But it is his actions during the COVID-19 pandemic - which he called "a measly cold" as he brazenly flouted health restrictions and encouraged Brazilians to follow his example - that may have caught up with him first. After vaccines became available, he dismissed them as unnecessary, despite Brazil registering one of the highest death tolls in the world, and repeatedly said he would not receive a jab himself.
His administration ignored several offers from pharmaceutical company Pfizer to sell Brazil tens of millions of shots in 2020, and he openly criticized a move by Sao Paulo state's governor to buy vaccines from Chinese company Sinovac when no other doses at hand.
Bolsonaro wasn't the only one indicted on Tuesday: Cid and 15 others were accused of involvement in the scheme to falsify records for themselves and others.
"The former president never ordered or knew that any of his advisors had produced vaccination certificates with ideologically false content," three of Bolsonaro's lawyers said in a statement released late Tuesday. "When he entered the U.S. at the end of December 2022, he was not asked for a vaccination certificate since, as President of the Republic, he was exempt from this requirement." 

    


Shor, the police detective, wrote in his indictment he is awaiting information from the U.S. Justice Department to "clarify whether those under investigation did make use of the false vaccination certificates upon their arrival and stay in American territory." If so, further charges could be leveled against Bolsonaro, Shor wrote without specifying in which country.
His indictment breathed fresh life into a Senate committee inquiry that ended in October 2021 with a recommendation for nine criminal charges against Bolsonaro, alleging that he mismanaged the pandemic. Then prosecutor-general Augusto Aras, who was widely seen as a Bolsonaro ally, declined to move the case forward.

    


Aras' successor, Paulo Gonet, met committee members Tuesday night. They requested that he reopen investigations stemming from their monthslong work that were shelved, and stressed the importance of carrying forward those already underway, according to a statement from the office of Sen. Omar Aziz, who chaired the committee.
Bolsonaro retains staunch allegiance among his political base, as shown by an outpouring of support last month, when an estimated 185,000 people clogged Sao Paulo's main boulevard to decry what they -- and the former president -- characterize as political persecution.
The indictment will not turn off his backers and will only confirm his detractors' suspicions, said Carlos Melo, a political science professor at Insper University in Sao Paulo.

    


"It is definitely worse for him in courts," Melo said. "He could be entering a trend of convictions, and then arrest."
Brazil's top electoral court has already ruled Bolsonaro ineligible to run for office until 2030, on the grounds that he abused his power during the 2022 campaign and cast unfounded doubts on the country's electronic voting system.
After losing the October 2022 election, he never conceded defeat. And with a fresh vaccination certificate in hand, according to the police indictment, he decamped for south Florida.
___ Savarese reported from Sao Paulo.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-bolsonaro-covid19-vaccination-indictment-2e9194bb1a6dc56e421f71016487e76f
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Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he's quitting for personal and political reasons

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Varadkar told reporters in Dublin "politicians are human beings and we have our limitations. We give everything we have until we can't anymore, and then we have to move on".
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    [image: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, front, arrives for a statement in Dublin, Ireland, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Nick Bradshaw/PA via AP)]
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[image: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, center, leaves after speaking in Dublin, Ireland, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Nick Bradshaw/PA via AP)]
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[image: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar speaks duringt a statement in Dublin, Ireland, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Nick Bradshaw/PA via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar gets out of his car as he goes to meet Northern Ireland's First Minister Michelle O'Neill and Deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly, in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Feb. 5, 2024. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison, File)]
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[image: Ireland's Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, presents President Joe Biden with a bowl of Shamrocks during a St. Patrick's Day reception in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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Ireland's Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, presents President Joe Biden with a bowl of Shamrocks during a St. Patrick's Day reception in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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[image: FILE - Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar speaks at the EPP Congress in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, March 7, 2024. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)]
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[image: FILE - From right, Ireland's Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, former US secretary of state Hillary Clinton former US president Bill Clinton, Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak with his wife Akshata Murty pose for photographers at the entrance to the Queen's University Belfast in Belfast, Wednesday, April 19, 2023. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison, File)]
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[image: FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, talks with Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, during the annual pride parade in Montreal, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2017. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, talks with Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, during the annual pride parade in Montreal, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2017. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10
FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, talks with Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, during the annual pride parade in Montreal, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2017. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Ireland's Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, left, shakes hands with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a joint news conference at Horodetskyi House in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday July 19, 2023. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar says he will step down as leader of the country as soon as a successor is chosen. Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: Jill Lawless reporter the Associated Press posed photo at AP Europe in London, Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, who made history as his country's first gay and first biracial leader, announced Wednesday that he is stepping down for reasons that he said were both personal and political. 
Varadkar announced Wednesday he is quitting immediately as head of the center-right Fine Gael party, part of Ireland's coalition government. He'll be replaced as prime minister in April after a party leadership contest.
"My reasons for stepping down now are personal and political, but mainly political," Varadkar said, without elaborating. He said he plans to remain in parliament as a backbench lawmaker and has "definite" future plans.
Varadkar, 45, has had two spells as taoiseach, or prime minister -- between 2017 and 2020, and again since December 2022 as part of a job-share with Micheal Martin, head of coalition partner Fianna Fail.

    


He was the country's youngest-ever leader when first elected, as well as Ireland's first openly gay prime minister. Varadkar, whose mother is Irish and father is Indian, was also Ireland's first biracial taoiseach.
He played a leading role in campaigns to legalize same-sex marriage, approved in a 2015 referendum, and to repeal a ban on abortion, which passed in a vote in 2018.




"I'm proud that we have made the country a more equal and more modern place," Varadkar said in a resignation statement in Dublin.
Varadkar was first elected to parliament in 2007, and once said he'd quit politics by the age of 50. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He led Ireland during the years after Britain's 2016 decision to leave the European Union. Brexit had huge implications for Ireland, an EU member that shares a border with the U.K.'s Northern Ireland. U.K.-Ireland relations were strained while hardcore Brexit-backer Boris Johnson was U.K. leader, but have steadied since the arrival of Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.
Varadkar recently returned from Washington, where he met President Joe Biden and other political leaders as part of the Irish prime minister's traditional St. Patrick's Day visit to the United States.

    


Varadkar also has expressed frustration at how polarized politics has become in Ireland, as in other countries.
There have been reports of discontent within Fine Gael, and 10 of the party's lawmakers, almost a third of the total, have announced they will not run for reelection.
Earlier this month, voters rejected the government's position in referendums on two constitutional amendments. Changes backed by Varadkar that would have broadened the definition of family and removed language about a woman's role in the home were resoundingly defeated. The result sparked criticism that the pro-change campaign had been lackluster and confusing.
Even so, his resignation was not widely expected. Martin, the current deputy prime minister, said he'd been "surprised, obviously, when I heard what he was going to do."
"But I want to take the opportunity to thank him sincerely," Martin said. "We got on very well."
Transport Minister Eamon Ryan said he didn't think the referendum results were "the key factor" in Varadkar's decision.

    


"I think there is a gap before the local and European elections (in June) and that timing probably influenced him more than the referendum," Ryan said.
Martin said Varadkar's resignation should not trigger an early election, and the three-party coalition government that also includes the Green Party would continue.
Varadkar said he knew his departure would "come as a surprise to many people and a disappointment to some."
"I know that others will, how shall I put it, cope with the news just fine - that is the great thing about living in a democracy," he said. "There's never a right time to resign high office. However, this is as good a time as any."
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Historic covered bridges are under threat by truck drivers relying on GPS meant for cars

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This selection of undated still frames from security video camera footage provided by Michael Grant shows a variety of oversized box trucks crashing through the historic Miller's Run covered bridge in Lyndon, Vt. Over the years, truck drivers have failed to notice the height warning signs leading to the bridge. (Michael Grant via AP)]
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[image: A vehicle passes through the Miller's Run covered bridge in Lyndon, Vt., on Tuesday, March 12, 2024. The historic bridge is under threat from truck drivers relying on GPS meant for cars continually hitting the bridge. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)]
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[image: The Miller's Run covered bridge is shown on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 in Lyndon, Vt. The historic bridge is under threat from truck drivers using GPS meant for cars that continually hit the bridge. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)]
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                                        LYNDON, Vt. (AP) -- One of Vermont's historic covered bridges has fallen under threat from modern technology.
Box truck drivers relying on GPS continually crash through Lyndon's 140-year-old Miller's Run bridge despite signs, including a flashing one, to deter vehicles that are too tall or too heavy from crossing. Drivers can face a fine of $5,000 from the town, plus state penalties. 
Still, the bridge keeps getting whacked.
"GPS is the most general excuse that is given by drivers that do hit the bridge," said Justin Smith, Lyndon's municipal administrator. He says the real problem is lack of common sense.
The bridge, built in 1878 and renovated in 1995, lies on a short cut motorists use to avoid downtown Lyndonville. The community, which has five historic covered bridges, including two that are in use, calls itself the "Covered Bridge Capital of the NEK," short for Northeast Kingdom area. 

    


Police chief Jack Harris estimates the Miller's Run bridge has been struck two dozen times, and at least once, two times in one day. The drivers are using GPS programs for cars rather than commercial vehicles, he said. Typically the damage is cosmetic, though on two occasions the bridge had to be closed for several months for repairs, he said. 


In 2019, a delivery truck hit the supports and the engineering and repair costs were nearly $100,000, said Smith. About half the time, the town recoups insurance money from the drivers -- if it catches them. Many just drive away. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They will claim that they didn't know they hit it and yet you'll see the truck stop in the middle of the bridge and they'll look up to see that they're hitting the bridge," Police Chief Harris said. "I can count the number that have stopped and waited on one hand," Harris said. 
Many are inexperienced in driving box trucks, such as people who may have just rented one to move, he said. 

    


"Every now and then we'll get a large camper being pulled through and those generally get damaged because the bridge will take air conditioning units right off the top," he said. 
A neighbor's security camera trained on the bridge has helped track down some errant drivers.
Lyndon is far from alone, according to Bill Caswell, president of the National Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges. 
"You can visit many covered bridges throughout Vermont and other states and see broken boards on the portals and broken or missing roof braces," he said by email. 
Last November, a tractor trailer truck seriously damaged a covered bridge in Princeton, Illinois, and a bridge in Ohio was damaged in a similar way a year earlier, he said. An historic covered bridge in Cobb County, Georgia, was struck numerous times until metal barriers were installed at each end, he said. It also has a warning signs and flashing lights.
"Even with all the warnings, the barriers are still struck," Caswell wrote. "But the bridge is now protected." 
A box truck rental company in Lyndonville now warns drivers about covered bridges in the area, and the town is considering installing a steel beam in front of the bridge to force trucks that are too tall to a full stop.

    


A Google spokesperson said "Google Maps is designed for drivers of standard-sized vehicles. To get the best routes, we encourage drivers of trucks and larger vehicles to use navigation tools designed specifically for those vehicle types." 
Apple did not respond to an email seeking comment.
There are mixed views in town about what to do, Smith said.
"Some people obviously want to see something that protects the bridge so we can keep it in place," he said. "Others are like: 'It's time to take it off and set it on the side and put a more standard bridge in." 
"I swear, we could take that bridge out and not replace it and people would go in the river. It's very frustrating to think that we are that set to what something tells us to do."
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A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees capsizes off Indonesia's coast

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Ethnic Rohingya people rescued from their capsized boat rest at a local government building in Samatiga, Aceh province, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized about 16 miles (25 Kilometers) from the coastline of Kuala Bubon beach in Indonesia's northernmost province of Aceh on Wednesday. (AP Photo)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ethnic Rohingya people rescued from their capsized boat rest at a local government building in Samatiga, Aceh province, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized about 16 miles (25 Kilometers) from the coastline of Kuala Bubon beach in Indonesia's northernmost province of Aceh on Wednesday. (AP Photo)]
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                                        BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (AP) -- A wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen who rescued six people. The survivors said more people were still on the boat.
There were no immediate reports of casualties.
The six, four women and two men, were moved to a temporary shelter in the Samatiga sub-district. The fishermen told The Associated Press the refugees' boat capsized about 16 miles (25 Kilometers) from the coastline of Kuala Bubon Beach in Aceh province.
Amiruddin, a tribal fishing community leader in Aceh Barat district, said those rescued indicated that the boat was sailing east when it started leaking and then strong currents pushed it toward the west of Aceh. The six said others were still trying to survive on the capsized craft.
About 740,000 Rohingya were resettled in Bangladesh to escape the brutal counterinsurgency campaign by security forces in their homeland of Myanmar.

    


Thousands have been trying to flee overcrowded camps in Bangladesh to neighboring countries with Indonesia seeing a spike in refugee numbers since November which prompted it to call on the international community for help. Rohingya arriving in Aceh face some hostility from some fellow Muslims.




Indonesia, like Thailand and Malaysia, is not a signatory to the United Nations' 1951 Refugee Convention outlining their legal protections, and so is not obligated to accept them. However, they have so far provided temporary shelter to refugees in distress.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, nearly 4,500 Rohingya -- two-thirds of them women and children -- fled their homeland of Myanmar and the refugee camps in neighboring Bangladesh by boat, the United Nations refugee agency reported. Of those, 569 died or went missing while crossing the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea, the highest death toll since 2014.
Returning safely to Myanmar is virtually impossible because the military that attacked them overthrew Myanmar's democratically elected government in 2021. No country has offered them any large-scale resettlement opportunities.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indonesia-rohingya-muslims-boat-capsizes-4b51073972482f0090893e66a1fca7d7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump suggests he'd support a national ban on abortions around 15 weeks of pregnancy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump listens to a question from a reporter after voting in the Florida primary election in Palm Beach, Fla., Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump suggested Tuesday that he'd support a national ban on abortions around 15 weeks of pregnancy, voicing for the first time support for a specific limit on the procedure.
The Republican former president has taken credit for striking down a federally guaranteed right to abortion by appointing three U.S. Supreme Court justices who voted to overturn Roe v. Wade. As he seeks the White House a third time, Trump has refrained from embracing any specific limit on the procedure, warning it could backfire politically and instead suggesting he would "negotiate" a policy on abortion that would include exceptions for cases of rape, incest and to protect the life of the mother.
But in a radio interview Tuesday, Trump criticized Democrats for not endorsing a ban that would limit abortions in states that still allow the procedure. 

    


"We're going to come up with a time -- and maybe we could bring the country together on that issue," Trump said while calling into the "Sid & Friends in the Morning" show on WABC.




Trump went on to say: "The number of weeks now, people are agreeing on 15. And I'm thinking in terms of that. And it'll come out to something that's very reasonable. But people are really, even hard-liners are agreeing, seems to be, 15 weeks seems to be a number that people are agreeing at."
At the same time, Trump seemed to suggest reluctance to a federal ban.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump suggests he'd support a national ban on abortions around 15 weeks of pregnancy.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Donald Trump has clarified his position on abortion.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Everybody agrees -- you've heard this for years -- all the legal scholars on both sides agree: It's a state issue. It shouldn't be a federal issue, it's a state issue," he said.
Last month, Trump's campaign dismissed reports that he privately had expressed for a ban on abortion after 16 weeks of pregnancy, calling the report "fake news." The campaign did not offer details on Trump's plans, only saying he planned to "negotiate a deal" on abortion.
Later Tuesday, after casting his ballot in Florida's Republican presidential primary, Trump was asked by a reporter about a ban on abortions at 16 weeks and said, "We'll be talking about that soon."

    


Abortion rights have been a galvanizing issue for voters in recent years, and Democrats and President Joe Biden's campaign are preparing to spotlight the issue as a clear split from Trump in the 2024 election. 
Polling has consistently shown that most Americans believe abortion should be legal through the initial stages of pregnancy. About half of U.S. adults said abortions should be permitted at the 15-week mark, according to an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll conducted last June.
___
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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A South Korean chemical tanker capsizes off Japan, killing 8 and leaving 2 missing

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A South Korean tanker is seen capsized off Mutsure Island, Yamaguchi prefecture, southwestern Japan Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The coast guard said it received a distress call from the Keoyoung Sun chemical tanker, saying that it was tilting and was taking refuge near the Island. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: A rescue operation is conducted as a South Korean tanker capsized off Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi prefecture, southwestern Japan Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The coast guard said it received a distress call from the Keoyoung Sun chemical tanker, saying that it was tilting while taking refuge near Japan's Mutsure Island due to rough weather. (Kyodo News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | A rescue operation is conducted as a South Korean tanker capsized off Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi prefecture, southwestern Japan Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The coast guard said it received a distress call from the Keoyoung Sun chemical tanker, saying that it was tilting while taking refuge near Japan's Mutsure Island due to rough weather. (Kyodo News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Japanese coast guard patrol vessel, bottom, conducts a search operation near a South Korean tanker which capsized off Mutsure Island, Yamaguchi prefecture, southwestern Japan Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The coast guard said it received a distress call from the Keoyoung Sun chemical tanker, saying that it was tilting and was taking refuge near the Island. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A South Korean chemical tanker capsized off an island in southwestern Japan on Wednesday, authorities said, killing eight people on board. One crew member survived, and the fate of two others was unknown.
Officials said the tanker was carrying 980 tons of acrylic acid, a corrosive organic compound that is used in adhesives, paints and polishes. No leak has been detected, and officials are studying what environmental protection measures may be needed in case there is a leak.
The Japan Coast Guard said it received a distress call from the chemical tanker Keoyoung Sun, saying that it was tilting while seeking refuge from the weather near Japan's Mutsure Island, about 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) from Tokyo in southwestern Japan.
The ship was completely capsized by the time rescuers arrived at the scene. Footage on Japan's NHK television showed the ship lying upside down, a rough sea washing over its red underside.

    


The ship was carrying 11 crew, of whom nine have been found, authorities said. The one crew member confirmed alive is from Indonesia, and the coast guard was still searching for two more. 
South Korean officials held a meeting Wednesday to discuss the capsizing. During the meeting, Vice Foreign Minister Kang Insun asked officials to mobilize all available resources to support rescue works and assist the relatives of South Korean crew members, according to the Foreign Ministry.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ship was en route from the Japanese port of Himeji to Ulsan in South Korea, the coast guard said. Its captain was South Korean, and its crew included another South Korean national, a Chinese national and eight Indonesians, according to the coast guard.
Acrylic acid is also used in plastics, resin and coatings, and can irritate the skin, eyes and mucous membranes, according to the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
No other details, including how the ship capsized, were immediately known. 
___
AP writer Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report.
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                    In Ohio's Republican Senate primary, Trump-backed businessman Bernie Moreno defeated two challengers. Moreno is now set to face Ohio incumbent Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown in the November general election.
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            Primary voters in Ohio and Florida appear skeptical of presidential presumptive nominees

        
        
            Five states will hold presidential primaries on Tuesday as President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump continue to lock up support around the country after becoming their parties' presumptive nominees. In Ohio and Florida, voters appear skeptical of the candidates.
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            Trump-backed Moreno wins Ohio Republican Senate primary

        
        
            In Ohio's Republican Senate primary, Trump-backed businessman Bernie Moreno defeated two challengers. Moreno is now set to face Ohio incumbent Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown in the November general election.
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In Ohio's Republican Senate primary, Trump-backed businessman Bernie Moreno defeated two challengers. Moreno is now set to face Ohio incumbent Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown in the November general election.
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    [image: Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, speaks to supporters during his primary election night watch party in Westlake, Ohio, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/David Dermer)]
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[image: FILE - Senate Banking Committee Chairman Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, speaks with reporters at the Capitol in Washington, March 15, 2023. Republicans are watching two hot-button federal races in Ohio on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, that could affect their chances for potentially pivotal pickups this fall. One is the Republican primary to face Brown this fall. Brown is considered among the year's most vulnerable Democrats. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: Ohio state Sen. Matt Dolan, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, finishes answering reporters' questions after conceding to Republican Bernie Moreno during a primary election watch party in Independence, Ohio, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)]
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[image: Ohio Secretary of State and Republican candidate for U.S. Senate Frank LaRose speaks to supporters during a campaign event in Hamilton, Ohio, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)]
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[image: Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, shakes hands with a supporter during his primary election night watch party in Westlake, Ohio, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/David Dermer)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, shakes hands with a supporter during his primary election night watch party in Westlake, Ohio, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/David Dermer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, shakes hands with a supporter during his primary election night watch party in Westlake, Ohio, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/David Dermer)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Ohio Rep. Craig Riedel speaks with members of the media, July 30, 2020, in Columbus, Ohio. Republicans are watching two hot-button federal races in Ohio on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, that could affect their chances for potentially pivotal pickups this fall. The Toledo-area congressional primary includes Riedel and state Rep. Derek Merrin, who joined the congressional race on the filing deadline after audio that surfaced of Riedel criticizing Trump began raising concerns inside the party about his electability. (Joshua A. Bickel /The Columbus Dispatch via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | FILE - Ohio Rep. Craig Riedel speaks with members of the media, July 30, 2020, in Columbus, Ohio. Republicans are watching two hot-button federal races in Ohio on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, that could affect their chances for potentially pivotal pickups this fall. The Toledo-area congressional primary includes Riedel and state Rep. Derek Merrin, who joined the congressional race on the filing deadline after audio that surfaced of Riedel criticizing Trump began raising concerns inside the party about his electability. (Joshua A. Bickel /The Columbus Dispatch via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
FILE - Ohio Rep. Craig Riedel speaks with members of the media, July 30, 2020, in Columbus, Ohio. Republicans are watching two hot-button federal races in Ohio on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, that could affect their chances for potentially pivotal pickups this fall. The Toledo-area congressional primary includes Riedel and state Rep. Derek Merrin, who joined the congressional race on the filing deadline after audio that surfaced of Riedel criticizing Trump began raising concerns inside the party about his electability. (Joshua A. Bickel /The Columbus Dispatch via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D-Ohio, is interviewed, Dec. 9, 2022, in Toledo, Ohio. Republicans are watching two hot-button federal races in Ohio on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, that could affect their chances for potentially pivotal pickups this fall. One is a GOP match-up to face Kaptur in northwest Ohio, who is considered among the year's most vulnerable Democrats. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Things went former President Donald Trump's way on Tuesday in a pair of high-profile elections in Ohio that could determine Republicans' chances of picking up critical seats this fall and expanding their power in Washington.
In the bruising and expensive primary to face Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown this fall, voters chose Trump-backed Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno over state Sen. Matt Dolan and Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose. In northwest Ohio, state Rep. Derek Merrin prevailed over former state Rep. Craig Riedel a day after Trump endorsed him. Merrin will face longtime U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur in November's general election.
Both Brown and Kaptur are considered among the year's most vulnerable Democrats, amid Ohio's tack to the political right in recent years. With Democrats holding a narrow voting majority in the Senate and Republicans maintaining a thin margin in the U.S. House, both races have already drawn outsized attention from national party leaders.

    


Moreno used his acceptance speech in Cleveland to shower praise on Trump, as well as to commend Dolan and LaRose on campaigns well run. He called on the party to unify to defeat Brown.




"We have an opportunity now to retire the old commie, and send him to a retirement home and save this country, because that's what we're going to do," Moreno told a cheering crowd.
He called Brown President Joe Biden's "absolute enabler" in the Senate and liberal Sen. Elizabeth Warren's "lapdog."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump favorites Moreno and Merrin win GOP primaries to face 2 vulnerable Ohio Democrats this fall.
    

    
    
    Trump-backed Cleveland businessman Bernie Moreno beat two rivals to win Ohio's GOP Senate primary. AP's Lisa Dwyer reports.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brown responded to the news on X: "The choice ahead of Ohio is clear: Bernie Moreno has spent his career and campaign putting himself first, and would do the same if elected. I'll always work for Ohio."
The general election fight is expected to be fierce in a state that has trended Republican in recent years. With Democrats holding a tenuous 51-49 voting majority in the Senate but defending more seats than Republicans, Brown's seat is a top GOP target. He is the lone Democrat holding a non-judicial statewide office in Ohio, a state that has moved steadily to the right during the Trump era. 

    


In a move that drew bipartisan rebukes, Senate Majority PAC, an independent group aligned with Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, spent $2.7 million to elevate Moreno's primary bid, with the idea that he would be the weakest against Brown this fall. 
Brown is expected to make abortion rights a cornerstone of his campaign. In the aftermath of the Supreme Court's 2022 decision overturning the constitutional right to an abortion, Ohioans strongly supported a state constitutional amendment last year to protect access to the procedure. 
Moreno, a former luxury car dealer and blockchain entrepreneur, weathered controversy late in the campaign. 
The Associated Press reported last week that in 2008, someone with access to Moreno's work email account created a profile on an adult website seeking "Men for 1-on-1 sex." The AP could not definitively confirm that it was created by Moreno himself. Moreno's lawyer said a former intern created the account and provided a statement from the intern, Dan Ricci, who said he created the account as "part of a juvenile prank."

    


Questions about the profile have circulated in GOP circles for the past month, sparking frustration among senior Republican operatives about Moreno's potential vulnerability in a general election, according to seven people who are directly familiar with conversations about how to address the matter. They requested anonymity to avoid running afoul of Trump and his allies.
Moreno, a native of Bogota, Colombia, who partially funded his own campaign, rode to victory after casting himself as a political outsider, who -- like Trump -- would go to Washington to shake things up. He and allied political action committees pilloried Dolan and LaRose as "career politicians." 
As LaRose struggled for a lane after failing to win Trump's endorsement, Dolan worked to consolidate the party's non-Trump faction in his corner in the runup to Election Day. He was helped in that effort with endorsements from Gov. Mike DeWine and former U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, two of Ohio's most prominent establishment Republicans.

    


In his Tuesday concession speech, Dolan described not winning as a "gut punch" but thanked Portman and DeWine for their support.
"To have the quality of Rob Portman and the quality of Mike DeWine to look at this race and say they're willing to put their years of experience behind me, you know, it's a sad loss tonight," he told the crowd in Cleveland. "But it's a personal pride that Rob and Mike DeWine reached out for me." 
LaRose, a former state senator and Green Beret elected twice statewide, raised more in grassroots donations of $200 or less than either of his rivals. He loaned himself $250,000, compared to $4.2 million Moreno loaned his own campaign and a whopping $9 million Dolan loaned his.

    


"I knew that this was going to be a difficult right from the beginning, but I'm not somebody that ever backs down from a challenge," he said. "And so we put our heart and soul into this fight, and I have no regrets."
Both Moreno and Dolan also competed in the 2022 Senate race, a messy and crowded contest won by Trump-backed memoirist and venture capitalist JD Vance. Moreno dropped out of the primary at Trump's behest; Dolan finished third. Vance went on to win the general election that year against Democratic U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan.
In Ohio's 9th Congressional District held by Kaptur, the longest-serving woman in Congress, Trump's endorsement of Merrin on Monday was the final twist for a months-long roller coaster ride of a contest. The race included swift entries and exits, candidate gaffes and bouncing endorsements. At one point, Vance, House Speaker Mike Johnson and Rep. Jim Jordan, a vocal Trump ally, were aligned with three competing campaigns.
Things settled down when Trump-aligned candidate J.R. Majewski, who lost badly to Kaptur in 2022, abruptly left the race earlier this month amid pushback for remarks he made disparaging Special Olympics athletes.
That left three candidates in the race: Merrin, backed by Johnson -- and, as of Monday, Trump; Riedel, backed by Jordan; and former Napoleon Mayor Steve Lankenau. 
Merrin, 37, is a term-limited fourth-term state representative who led an intraparty rebellion in the Ohio House last year after losing a bitter battle for speaker. He joined the congressional race on the filing deadline after audio that surfaced of Riedel criticizing Trump began raising concerns inside the party about Riedel's electability.
Riedel, 57, was among candidates who lost the nomination to Majewski in 2022. He raised more than $1.1 million headed into primary day, the highest of any candidate and some 10 times more than Merrin. But Merrin has benefited from help from national Republicans, with the Congressional Leadership Fund spending more than $750,000 on his behalf.
___
Associated Press writer Brian Slodysko in Washington contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump's new joint fundraising agreement with the Republican National Committee directs donations to his campaign and a political action committee that pays the former president's legal bills before the RNC gets a cut, according to a fundraising invitation obtained by The Associated Press. 
The unorthodox diversion of funds to the Save America PAC makes it more likely that Republican donors could see their money go to Trump's lawyers, who have received at least $76 million over the last two years to defend him against four felony indictments and multiple civil cases. Some Republicans are already troubled that Trump's takeover of the RNC could shortchange the cash-strapped party.
Trump has invited high-dollar donors to Palm Beach, Florida, for an April 6 fundraiser that comes as his fundraising is well behind President Joe Biden and national Democrats. The invitation's fine print says donations to the Trump 47 Committee will first be used to give the maximum amount allowed under federal law to Trump's campaign. Anything left over from the donation next goes toward a maximum contribution to Save America, and then anything left from there goes to the RNC and then to state political parties.

    


Adav Noti, the executive director of the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center in Washington, said that is a break from fundraising norms. Usually, Noti said, candidates prioritize raising cash that can be spent directly on campaign activity. Save America, on the other hand, is structured as a "leadership PAC" and thus barred from spending directly on Trump's own campaign activities. The group devoted 84% of its spending to Trump's legal costs as of February. 


"The reason most candidates don't do this is because the hardest money to raise is money that can be spent directly on the campaign," said Noti, a former staff attorney for the Federal Election Commission. "No other candidate has used a leadership PAC the way the Trump campaign has."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Representatives for the Trump campaign did not respond to messages seeking comment.

    


Trump's handpicked leadership team for the RNC includes his daughter-in-law Lara Trump, who is the committee's co-chair, and Chris LaCivita, who serves effectively as one of two campaign managers for the Trump campaign and is now also taking on a chief of staff role at the RNC. 
Lara Trump in February said she thought Republican voters would like to see the RNC pay Trump's legal fees. 
But shortly before the leadership change was voted in at the RNC, LaCivita told the AP in an interview that "not a penny of the RNC's money or, for that matter, the campaign's money has gone or will go to pay legal fees," he said.
Before Trump was a candidate, the RNC was paying some of his legal bills for cases in New York that began when he was president, The Washington Post reported. Former Chair Ronna McDaniel, who was ousted this month, said in 2022 that the RNC would stop paying once Trump became a candidate. 
The new arrangement doesn't direct RNC funds to lawyers, but it ensures that when checks are written to the new combined Republican campaign, Trump's campaign and Save America get paid first. 

    


According to the fine print, any donor who wishes can direct their contribution to be distributed differently. Donors could also bypass the fundraising arrangement and give directly to the RNC or any other entity.
Trump's political operation is struggling to catch up to Biden on fundraising and organization. His main campaign account and the Save America PAC reported raising a combined $15.9 million in February and ended the month with more than $37 million on hand, according to filings with the Federal Election Commission Wednesday night.
The two committees are key parts of Trump's fundraising operation but only a portion of the picture. The rest of his fundraising apparatus is scheduled to report updated numbers in April, along with the new Trump 47 Committee formed with the Republican National Committee.
"Trump is in dire need of money to pay his legal fees and he's draining his PAC and he's spending huge amounts of money out of his campaign committee," said Brett Kappel, a longtime campaign finance attorney who has represented both Republicans and Democrats.

    


Biden's campaign, meanwhile, said his political operation raised $53 million last month and ended February with $155 million on hand. That includes Biden's joint fundraising with the Democratic National Committee. The full picture will not be available until April when some of the committees in his political operation are due to file reports. 
His main campaign account raised $21 million in February, according to its latest filing with the FEC, and ended the month with $71 million on hand. 
As the party's presumptive nominee, Trump effectively controls the RNC and his political operation can now take advantage of the far higher contribution limits that apply to party committees. While candidates can accept a maximum donation of $3,300, under the joint fundraising agreement, a single donor could sign a check for just over $800,000, while a couple could contribute $1.6 million.

    


The April 6 fundraiser slated to benefit the Trump 47 Committee lists billionaire investor John Paulson as a host and co-chairs include Robert Bigelow, a Las Vegas-based businessman who had supported Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' presidential campaign; New York grocery billionaire John Catsimatidis; Linda McMahon, the former World Wrestling Entertainment executive and head of the Small Business Administration while Trump was president; casino mogul Steve Wynn; and former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler. 
Guests are asked to contribute $814,600 per person as a "chairman" contributor, which comes with seating at Trump's table, or $250,000 per person as a "host committee' contributor. Both options come with a photo opportunity and a personalized copy of Trump's coffee table book featuring photographs from his administration, "Our Journey Together." 
Three of Trump's former rivals for the GOP nomination -- South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott, North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, and biotech entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy -- are all slated to appear as "special guests." 
___
Associated Press writer Brian Slodysko in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Speaker Johnson says he plans to invite Netanyahu to address the US Congress

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and the House Republican leadership meet with reporters as lawmakers work to pass the final set of spending bills to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson says he plans to invite Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to address Congress, a show of support from Republicans amid growing Democratic criticism of Netanyahu's leadership. 
"I would love to have him come in and address a joint session of Congress," Johnson said Thursday morning on CNBC. "We'll certainly extend that invitation."
Johnson said it would be "a great honor of mine" to invite the Israeli leaderbut "we're just trying to work out schedules on all this."
Republicans have rallied around Netanyahu since Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., called for new elections in Israel on the Senate floor last week. Schumer, who is Jewish and a strong supporter of Israel, said he believes that the prime minister has "lost his way" and is an obstacle to peace in the region amid the growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

    


A U.S. speech by Netanyahu during the brutal war with Hamas could be seen in the U.S. as highly politicized and would be met with criticism from many Democrats, especially as many on the left flank have been sharply critical of his tactics in the war. 




Netanyahu appeared before a joint meeting of Congress in 2015 at the invitation of then-Republican speaker John Boehner during sensitive U.S. talks about Iran's nuclear program, a move that Democrats criticized as partisan because President Barack Obama's White House was not initially consulted. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement, Schumer said he would welcome an address by Netanyahu. 
"Israel has no stronger ally than the United States and our relationship transcends any one president or any one prime minister," he said. "I will always welcome the opportunity for the prime minister of Israel to speak to Congress in a bipartisan way."
Johnson said Wednesday that he had had a lengthy conversation with the prime minister and had "reiterated to him the House Republicans' strong support for Israel in their efforts there." 

    


Netanyahu also spoke by video with Senate Republicans at their weekly caucus lunch on Wednesday, telling them in the closed-door meeting that he believes he still has support in the United States and Israel and that he believes Schumer's remarks were inappropriate.
"We made it clear to the prime minister that in our judgment, the American people overwhelmingly support Israel's war, that we understand the need to prosecute the war," Louisiana Sen. John Kennedy said after the video call. "Without conquering Hamas, we cannot have peace."
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said that Netanyahu had called him last week and said he wanted to address the GOP conference. "Bipartisan support for Israel seems to be cracking on the political left in this country," said McConnell, who has been sharply critical of Schumer's remarks. 
Former President Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, escalated the criticism earlier this week when he said that "any Jewish person that votes for Democrats hates their religion." 
Schumer, the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., strongly criticized Netanyahu in his 40-minute speech, saying that the prime minister has put himself in a coalition of far-right extremists and "as a result, he has been too willing to tolerate the civilian toll in Gaza, which is pushing support for Israel worldwide to historic lows."

    


He warned that the country could become an international pariah amid sustained bombardment of Gaza and that the war could go on forever. 
"As a democracy, Israel has the right to choose its own leaders, and we should let the chips fall where they may," Schumer said. "But the important thing is that Israelis are given a choice."
Netanyahu had also asked to address Democratic senators separately, but Schumer rejected the request, arguing that such meetings should be bipartisan. 
After Netanyahu's remarks to the Republicans, Democratic Sen. Brian Schatz of Hawaii, who is also Jewish, praised Schumer's speech and said that the majority leader "appears to have shaken up the prime minister." 

    


"I think he's nervous," Schatz said. "I have been here 12 years and I have never seen a prime minister talk to one party or the other." 
The Democratic Party has been increasingly split on the war and President Joe Biden has stepped up public pressure on Netanyahu's government, arguing that he needs to pay more attention to the civilian death toll in Gaza. 
Biden said last week that Schumer "made a good speech" and expressed concerns shared by many Americans. But he did not repeat Schumer's appeal for Israel to hold elections. 
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/benjamin-netanyahu-israel-hamas-3d3c673050eed137cee3a3b3d985c000



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



78,000 more public workers are getting student loans canceled through Biden administration changes

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden arrives on Air Force One Wednesday March 20, 2024, at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Another 78,000 Americans are getting their federal student loans canceled through a program that helps teachers, nurses, firefighters and other public servants, the Biden administration announced Thursday.
The Education Department is canceling the borrowers' loans because they reached 10 years of payments while working in public service, making them eligible for relief under the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program.
"These public service workers have dedicated their careers to serving their communities, but because of past administrative failures, never got the relief they were entitled to under the law," President Joe Biden said in a statement.
Congress created the program in 2007, but rigid rules and missteps by student loan servicers left many borrowers unable to get the cancellation they were promised. The Biden administration loosened some of the rules and retroactively gave many borrowers credit toward their 10 years of payments.

    


Through those actions, the Biden administration has canceled loans for more than 871,000 public service workers. Previously, about 7,000 borrowers had successfully gotten their loans canceled.




The latest round of forgiveness will cancel about $5.8 billion in federal student loans.
Starting next week, those receiving the forgiveness will get an email from Biden congratulating them on their relief. A message from the Democratic president, who's running for reelection, will also be sent to 380,000 borrowers who are within two years of forgiveness under the program.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I hope you continue the important work of serving your community," the message says, "and if you do, in less than two years you could get your remaining student loans forgiven through Public Service Loan Forgiveness."
The program was created to encourage Americans to work in public service, including teachers, firefighters, nurses, government employees and those who work for nonprofit groups. After 10 years of monthly payments on their loans, the program promised to erase the remainder.

    


But when the first wave of workers hit their 10-year mark, the vast majority were rejected. Many didn't realize their loans weren't eligible under the program's rules, and many had been improperly steered into forbearance by their loan servicers, putting a temporary pause on payments and halting their progress toward cancellation.
In 2021, the Biden administration offered a one-time fix that retroactively gave borrowers credit for past payments even if they had been in forbearance or had an ineligible loan. It later loosened some of the rules permanently. Payments made more than 15 days after their due date previously weren't counted toward the 10 years, for example, but the new rules count payments that are late or made in installments.
"Today, more than 100 times more borrowers are eligible for PSLF than there were at the beginning of the Administration," Education Secretary Miguel Cardona said Thursday.
The Biden administration says it has now canceled nearly $144 billion in federal student loans through the public service program and others, including a program for borrowers who have been misled by their colleges.

    


Biden is separately pushing for wider cancellation for borrowers who have been making payments for decades and those who went to colleges that are deemed to have low value for graduates, among others.
The Education Department is pursuing that plan through a federal rulemaking process after the U.S. Supreme Court blocked Biden's previous attempt at widespread cancellation.
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find the AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Russia must face consequences for imprisonment of Wall Street Journal reporter, lawyer says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a glass cage in a courtroom at the Moscow City Court, in Moscow, Russia, on Dec. 14, 2023. A lawyer for The Wall Street Journal said Thursday, March 21, 2024, that Russia must face consequences for its detention of Gershkovich, one of the newspaper's reporters. Gershkovich was arrested on March 29, 2023, on espionage charges, which he and the newspaper deny. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich is escorted from the Lefortovsky court in Moscow, Russia, Jan. 26, 2024. A lawyer for The Wall Street Journal said Thursday, March 21, 2024, that Russia must face consequences for its detention of Gershkovich, one of the newspaper's reporters. Gershkovich was arrested on March 29, 2023, on espionage charges, which he and the newspaper deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia must face consequences for its detention of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, a lawyer for the newspaper said Thursday as the journalist approaches the one-year anniversary of his arrest.
"In a scenario like this, where a reporter is taken off the beat for just doing his job -- wrongfully detained -- there ought to be immediate consequences from the government," said Jason Conti, general counsel at Dow Jones, which publishes the newspaper. He was speaking at a National Press Club event in Washington.
Gershkovich was arrested on March 29, 2023, on espionage charges, which he and the newspaper deny, while on a reporting trip to the Russian city of Yekaterinburg in the Ural Mountains. The U.S. government has designated him as wrongfully detained and Russian authorities have detailed no evidence to support the charges.

    


He was visited in jail on Thursday by U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy, according to the American embassy in Russia, which said in a social media post that "Evan remains strong and resilient, but it is a tragedy he awaits a trial for a crime he did not commit."




A court in Moscow last month extended Gershkovich's detention until the end of this month, though the most realistic prospect for his release appears to be through the same sort of prisoner swap that has freed other Americans jailed in Russia, including WNBA star Brittney Griner and Marine veteran Trevor Reed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In December, the U.S. State Department said that Russia had rejected several proposals for freeing Gershkovich and Paul Whelan, a corporate security executive from Michigan who has been jailed in Russia since his December 2018 arrest on espionage-related charges that both he and the U.S. government dispute. Whelan was sentenced to 16 years in prison.
More recently, allies of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have said that talks with Russian and Western officials about a prisoner swap were underway just days before the Kremlin critic's sudden and unexplained death in an Arctic penal colony.

    


Conti, the newspaper's lawyer, did not discuss those negotiations during the Thursday appearance but said, "We follow every development that happens in Russia. They all have an impact."
He said there had been "a lot of activity" and dialogue aimed at securing Gershkovich's release, but in the meantime, the U.S. government should impose consequences -- including possibly sanctions -- over the reporter's arrest.
"If you think about what are the consequences of what's happened so far -- a great reporter is sitting in prison, a number of Western journalists have pulled out of Russia, it's much harder to cover the story from the ground -- and, eventually, if you believe the playbook on these things, Russia will get a bad guy back," Conti said.
"What is the disincentive to do this again? Why wouldn't you continue to take hostages of good reporters if you are an authoritarian country or a wannabe authoritarian country," he added.
The U.S. has already piled on sanctions against Russia in the two years since the war against Ukraine. It's not clear what additional sanctions could be used to punish Moscow over Gershkovich's arrest.

    


Also at the event was Gershkovich's sister, Danielle, who said she regularly communicates with her brothers through letters.
"We tend to keep it light in our letters. We're just mainly trying to support one other and make each other laugh," she said.
For International Women's Day, he arranged for his sister and his mother to get flowers. 
"He's always thinking about us, worrying about us -- that's his biggest concern," Danielle Gershkovich said. "And we're concerned about him."
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Trump's latest 2024 campaign fundraising report shows him lagging behind Biden in cash

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. An attorney for Donald Trump says he's optimistic an appellate review will lead to the Georgia 2020 election interference case against him being dismissed and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis being disqualified. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump's fundraising picked up last month, but his political operation is still struggling to catch up to President Joe Biden and the Democratic Party in money coming in.
Trump's campaign and his Save America political action committee, two key committees in his political operation, reported raising a combined $15.9 million in February and ended the month with more than $37 million on hand, according to filings with the Federal Election Commission Wednesday night.
That's up from January, when the committees raised only $13.8 million. As Trump in February handily won primary contests in Nevada and New Hampshire, the prospects of any Republican challenger overtaking him in the presidential race dimmed significantly.
"Americans know that they were better off with President Trump four years ago than with Crooked Joe Biden and his disastrous policies. We need a return to America First policies that successfully kept our country safe and supercharged the economy for all Americans," Trump's campaign Communications Director Steven Cheung said in a statement.

    


Unimpressed, Biden campaign Communications Director Michael Tyler said in a statement, "If Donald Trump put up these kinds of numbers on The Apprentice, he'd fire himself,."




"But here's why he ain't got it: his extreme, toxic agenda of banning abortion, slashing Social Security, and promoting political violence is repelling donors and doing exactly (asterisk)nothing(asterisk) to earn support from the voters who will decide this election."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's campaign, meanwhile, said his political operation raised $53 million last month and ended February with $155 million on hand. That includes Biden's joint fundraising with the Democratic National Committee. The full picture will not be available until April when some of the committees in his political operation are due to file reports. 

    


His main campaign account raised $21 million in February, according to its latest filing with the FEC, and ended the month with $71 million on hand.
The monthly numbers reported by the two Trump committees are key to his fundraising operation but only a portion of the full picture, with other committees scheduled to report their latest numbers in April. The Save America committee has been paying the bulk of Trump's legal fees in his various court cases, with 84% of its spending going toward legal costs.
Trump's February numbers did not include any fundraising with the Republican National Committee. Earlier this month, days after his last major opponent Nikki Haley dropped out of the GOP primary, Trump's political team took over the cash-strapped RNC and installed a new leadership team.
The campaign this week set up joint fundraising operations with the RNC. 
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Trump's lawyers keep fighting $454M fraud appeal bond requirement

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Trump's lawyers kept pressing an appellate court Wednesday, March 20, to excuse him from covering a $454 million fraud lawsuit judgment for now, saying he'd suffer ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Trump's lawyers kept pressing an appellate court Wednesday, March 20, to excuse him from covering a $454 million fraud lawsuit judgment for now, saying he'd suffer "irreparable harm" before his appeal is decided. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump's lawyers kept pressing an appellate court Thursday to excuse him from covering a $454 million fraud lawsuit judgment for now, saying he'd suffer "irreparable harm" before his appeal is decided.
The financial requirement is "patently unjust, unreasonable and unconstitutional," one of the presumptive Republican presidential nominee's lawyers, Clifford Robert, wrote in a letter to a New York appeals court. 
It's the latest in a flurry of arguments and counterarguments that Trump's attorneys and New York state lawyers are making ahead of Monday, when state Attorney General Letitia James can start taking steps to collect the massive sum -- unless the appeals court intervenes. 
James, a Democrat, said last month she was prepared to seek to seize some of Trump's assets if he can't pay, though it wasn't clear how quickly she had in mind. In recent weeks, her office has given various counties formal notice of the judgment against Trump, a step that could later allow the state to move to collect. 

    


A message was sent to James' office Thursday seeking comment on its plans.




Trump's lawyers want the court to hold off collection, without requiring him to post a bond or otherwise cover the nine-figure judgment, while he appeals the outcome of his recent civil business fraud trial. 
Judge Arthur Engoron ruled that Trump, his company and key executives deceived bankers and insurers by producing financial statements that hugely overstated his fortune. The defendants deny the claims. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge ordered Trump to pay $355 million in penalties, plus interest that already has pushed the total over $454 million and is growing daily. That doesn't count money that some co-defendants were ordered to pay.
Appealing doesn't, in itself, halt collection. But Trump would automatically get such a reprieve if he puts up money, assets or an appeal bond covering what he owes. 

    


The presumptive Republican nominee's lawyers said earlier this week that he couldn't find anyone willing to issue a bond for the huge amount. 
They added that underwriters insisted on cash, stocks or other liquid assets instead of real estate as collateral and wanted 120% of the judgment, or more than $557 million. Trump's company would still need to have cash left over to run the business, his attorneys have noted. 
Lawyers for James maintained in a filing Wednesday that Trump could explore other options. Among the state's suggestions: dividing the total among multiple bonds from different underwriters, or letting a court hold some of the former president's real estate empire while he appeals. 
Robert, Trump's attorney, said in his letter Thursday that the divide-and-bond strategy wouldn't make a difference because it still would require $557 million in liquid assets as collateral. Having a court hold real estate during the appeal is "impractical and unjust" and essentially amounts to what a court-appointed monitor already has been doing, Robert wrote. 
Making Trump cover the judgment in full while he appeals "would cause irreparable harm," Robert added.

    


Trump called the bond requirement "crazy," in all capital letters, in a post Wednesday on his Truth Social platform.
"If I sold assets, and then won the appeal, the assets would be forever gone," he wrote. 
Meanwhile, Engoron issued an order that expands the monitor's oversight of Trump's company. Notably, the company must now tell the watchdog about any efforts to get bonds. 
The monitor, a retired federal judge, has been keeping tabs on the company's financial statements, asset valuations and other doings since 2022. Engoron's ruling last month previewed plans for an "enhanced" role for her.
Messages seeking comment on the monitor's new purview were sent to Trump's lawyers and to the attorney general's office.
___
Associated Press writer Michael R. Sisak contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-fraud-case-bond-appeal-million-4635ac096fb28deaac6ba28530fc8e9d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Democratic senators push bill focusing on local detainment of immigrants linked to violent crime

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., rides an escalator at the Senate subway on Capitol Hill Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A bill from a group of Democratic and independent senators would let the federal government request a court order that local authorities hold immigrants with or without permanent legal status who are charged with or convicted of violent crimes until they can be transferred to federal custody for deportation proceedings.
The bill introduced Thursday by six Democrats and allied independents reflects a willingness by Democrats to focus on immigration enforcement policy during an election year in which immigration is expected to be a leading issue.
Seizing on the recent killing of nursing student Laken Riley in Georgia, Republicans have called attention to crimes committed by immigrants without permanent legal status. Earlier this month the GOP-controlled House passed legislation, named the "Laken Riley Act," that would require federal authorities to detain such immigrants who have been accused of theft.

    


Sponsoring the measure are Democratic Sens. Sherrod Brown of Ohio, Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin, Bob Casey of Pennsylvania and Chris Murphy of Connecticut, as well as independent Sens. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona and Angus King of Maine. Brown, Baldwin and Casey are facing tough reelection races. Republicans quickly dismissed the bill as an election year ploy.




Still, Baldwin, in a statement, spoke of ensuring that "law enforcement has the tools they need to do their jobs."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The National Republican Senatorial Committee, the GOP's Senate campaign arm, quickly derided the proposal introduced Thursday as an attempt by the vulnerable Democrats to distance themselves from the problems at the U.S.-Mexico border.
"It's an election year, so they are trying to fool voters by rewriting their records, and it will not work," said Mike Berg, a spokesman for the NRSC.
Since Republicans led by Donald Trump, their party's presumptive presidential nominee, rejected a bipartisan proposal to overhaul the U.S. asylum system, Democrats have taken a more aggressive stance on immigration policy. They are pitching to voters that they are willing to tighten immigration laws, but with an approach that preserves civil rights for immigrants.

    


In the House, some Democrats have also formed a group focused on border security.
The Senate legislation is aimed at keeping in custody immigrants with legal status and without who are charged with or convicted of a felony, violent crimes or a national security threat. It would allow U.S. Customs and Immigration Enforcement to request a warrant from a judge that would enable local authorities to hold people until they can be transferred to ICE's custody.
The agency can currently make written requests, called detainers, to local authorities to hold someone in custody for an additional 48 hours after a release date so ICE has extra time to take the person into custody for deportation proceedings. But local cooperation with ICE has been a highly contentious issue, and civil rights groups have said the detainer policy often violates Fourth Amendment rights.

    


Republicans have tried to get the Senate to take up the House's "Laken Riley Act," but quick consideration was blocked last week by Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee.
In response, Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., said the Democratic Party's "commitment to open borders is causing otherwise preventable tragedies to occur again and again."
It was also unclear whether the Senate's Democratic leadership would advance the bill that was introduced Thursday.
Murphy said in a statement that it "would actually fix one of the problems facing our immigration system, rather than serve as a messaging tool to demonize immigrants."
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Evers vetoes Republican election bills, signs sales tax exemption for precious metals

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Democratic Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers speaks at Cumberland Elementary School, Thursday, July 8, 2021, in Whitefish Bay, Wis. Evers on Thursday, March 21, 2024, has vetoed Republican proposals that would have allowed election observers to get closer to poll workers and required a new post-election audit. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Democratic Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers speaks at Cumberland Elementary School, Thursday, July 8, 2021, in Whitefish Bay, Wis. Evers on Thursday, March 21, 2024, has vetoed Republican proposals that would have allowed election observers to get closer to poll workers and required a new post-election audit. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers on Thursday vetoed Republican proposals that would have allowed election observers to get closer to poll workers and required a new post-election audit, while signing into law a bill requiring that political TV ads using artificial intelligence come with a disclaimer.
Evers, a Democrat, also signed a bipartisan bill exempting purchases of precious metal, such as gold and silver, from the state sales tax. The exemption does not apply to jewelry and other personal property, including works of art and scrap metal. But it would exempt from the sales tax coins, bars, rounds or sheets containing at least 35% of gold, silver, copper, platinum, or palladium.
The AI bill also passed with bipartisan support. Backers said the disclaimer is needed for ads that use the rapidly evolving AI technology so viewers get help in determining the difference between fact and fiction. 

    


Evers also signed a bill allowing for children to occasionally sell crafts and other non-food items in public places, such as a park, without having to get permits. Current law already allows children to operate lemonade stands on private property without fear of being shut down by the government for lack of permits. The new law expands where people under 18 can sell items in public spaces such as parks.




Evers vetoed four Republican election-related bills. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One would have required a post-election audit, which Evers said he vetoed because he objects to Republicans' "ongoing efforts to interfere with and usurp control over election administration and undermine Wisconsin's election administration system." Existing post-election audits already ensure that the state's elections are fair and run properly, Evers said.
Another vetoed bill would have allowed election observers to be within three feet of election workers. Current law bars them from being any closer than three feet from workers. 

    


Republicans have pushed for years to give observers more power while watching people vote. But Evers, in his veto message, said allowing them to get closer would increase the risk of interference and voter intimidation.
He vetoed two bills that would have tightened the rules for casting and collecting absentee ballots in nursing homes. Republicans introduced them after criticizing how voting was conducted in nursing homes during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Evers also vetoed a bill that would have required a special election or Senate approval of his appointments when there is a vacancy for the positions of secretary of state, treasurer, attorney general and secretary of the Department of Public Instruction. Republicans pushed the measure after Evers named Sarah Godlewski as secretary of state after the elected office holder, Doug La Follette, resigned.
Evers said he objected to the Legislature trying to infringe on his powers of appointment. He said if enacted, the proposal could lead to long vacancies in the positions.
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Algeria sets election for September, when the military-backed president will seek a 2nd term

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Algeria's President Abdelmajid Tebboune gives a press conference, in Algiers, Algeria, Sunday, 24, 2019. Algeria's presidential campaign is officially starting a week ago with five candidates vying to replace the longtime leader pushed out in April in an ongoing protest movement. Algeria has scheduled this year's presidential elections for September 7, providing more than five months for first-term President Abdelmajid Tebboune to campaign for a second term to lead the oil-rich north African nation, his office said in a statement on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Algeria's President Abdelmajid Tebboune gives a press conference, in Algiers, Algeria, Sunday, 24, 2019. Algeria's presidential campaign is officially starting a week ago with five candidates vying to replace the longtime leader pushed out in April in an ongoing protest movement. Algeria has scheduled this year's presidential elections for September 7, providing more than five months for first-term President Abdelmajid Tebboune to campaign for a second term to lead the oil-rich north African nation, his office said in a statement on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Fateh Guidoum, File)
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                                        ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) -- Algeria will hold its next election on Sept. 7, giving first-term President Abdelmajid Tebboune more than five months to campaign for a second term to lead the oil-rich north African nation.
Tebboune's office announced the date in a statement on Thursday after meeting with a group that included high-ranking members of Parliament and the constitutional court as well as its independent election authority.
Only Zoubida Assoul of the Union for Change and Progress has come forward to challenge Tebboune in his quest for a second term leading the country of 44 million people which is facing mounting political and economic challenges. The announcement took the nation by surprise as elections in Algeria had been expected to take place in December 2024, raising speculation among observers about the rationale for the change.

    


The ballot in September will be the first since the 78-year-old military-backed leader ascended to power in 2019. He emerged the winner in a low-turnout election that December in the aftermath of a popular movement that led to his predecessor's resignation.




Activists boycotted the vote and stormed polling stations to protest the election and demand a broader overhaul of the political system. After winning with the backing of a powerful general, Tebboune vowed to meet with protesters and fight the corruption they so despised.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He initially freed some jailed youth involved in the "Hirak" protests but throughout his nearly four-and-a-half-year tenure, Algeria has ramped up punishments both for activists and for members of its once-vibrant free press who criticize the government.
Its state spending and the broader economy remain heavily reliant on oil and gas, while inflation, unemployment and food shortages continue to plague its economy, despite a natural gas revenue bump enjoyed at the start of war in Ukraine.
__
This story corrects that one candidate has come forward to challenge Algerian President Abdelmajid Tebboune in this year's election.
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Energy agency announces $475M in funding for clean energy projects on mine land sites

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rye Development CEO Paul Jacob talks about his company's plans to build a $1.3 billion coal-to-pumped storage hydropower facility as Gov. Andy Beshear looks on during a news conference, Thursday, March 21, 2024 in Frankfort, Ky. Jacob says the project will create about 1,500 construction jobs and 30 operations jobs once the facility is operational. (Tom Latek/Kentucky Today via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    Rye Development CEO Paul Jacob talks about his company's plans to build a $1.3 billion coal-to-pumped storage hydropower facility as Gov. Andy Beshear looks on during a news conference, Thursday, March 21, 2024 in Frankfort, Ky. Jacob says the project will create about 1,500 construction jobs and 30 operations jobs once the facility is operational. (Tom Latek/Kentucky Today via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By BRUCE SCHREINER and ISABELLA O'MALLEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- The Biden administration pumped more money into clean energy projects Thursday, announcing up to $475 million in federal funding for projects in five states -- including the political battleground states of Pennsylvania, Arizona and Nevada.
The projects will accelerate clean energy development on current and former mine lands, the U.S. Department of Energy announced. The other states benefiting -- Kentucky and West Virginia -- are solidly Republican and have been hit hard by the downturn in the coal sector.
The funding comes from the $1 trillion bipartisan infrastructure law -- one of President Joe Biden's hallmark legislative victories. The projects in Kentucky, West Virginia and Pennsylvania advance efforts to transition away from coal to solar and hydropower.
The administration said the clean energy projects will strengthen the country's energy security while helping ensure mining communities continue playing a role in the energy economy.

    


"Workers and communities that powered our country for the last 100 years deserve the chance to power us for the next 100 and beyond," Deputy Energy Secretary David Turk said in a press call Wednesday.




Energy and climate policies have emerged as flash points in this year's presidential race between Biden and Republican former President Donald Trump. Trump has indicated he'll try to roll back Biden's clean energy investments and expand drilling for oil and natural gas if he returns to office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's administration said the latest round of funding reinforced his commitment to building an "inclusive and equitable clean energy future that creates healthier, more resilient communities."
In Kentucky, a $1.3 billion pumped storage hydroelectric facility will be built on a former coal mine site, Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear said. The project has been approved for a federal grant totaling up to $81 million to assist with construction of the plant in Bell County in southeastern Kentucky, Beshear said.

    


"The mountains in this area provide the perfect landscape for moving water from one elevation to another, creating electricity when we need it," Turk said.
Coal employment numbers in Kentucky have fallen sharply over the last decade as demand for coal has declined. Kentucky employed about 4,700 mine workers at the end of 2023, including about 2,700 in underground mines, compared to nearly 12,000 total miners in 2013, according to numbers provided by the state.
The Lewis Ridge Pumped Storage Project by Rye Development in Kentucky will create about 1,500 construction jobs to build what officials described as a first-of-its-kind coal-to-pumped storage hydropower facility, Beshear said.
"We believe ... this is the largest investment ever in eastern Kentucky," he said.
Once built, the facility will create 30 operations jobs and generate enough energy to power nearly 67,000 homes, he said. 
The federal funding also will support:
--A project in southeast Arizona to deploy direct-use, geothermal, clean heat combined with a battery energy storage system at two active copper mines. It will help decrease the mines' reliance on thermal backup generators while supporting the annual extraction of 25 million pounds (11.3 million kilograms) of copper. Kathleen Quirk, president of Freeport Minerals Corp., said the copper the project plans to extract from already-mined material was previously considered unrecoverable. The project aims to create 121 construction jobs and 12 permanent operations jobs.

    


--A project in Nevada's Elko, Humboldt and Eureka counties to develop a solar facility and accompanying battery energy storage system across three active gold mines. By shifting to clean energy, the project could demonstrate a replicable way for the mining industry to reach net-zero operations while meeting growing demands for minerals, the Energy Department said. Project construction is estimated to create about 300 jobs.
--A project in Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, to repurpose nearly 2,700 acres (1,090 hectares) of former coal mining land to create a utility-scale solar facility. The project will generate enough clean energy to power more than 70,000 homes. It will increase regional access to clean energy and fill a critical electricity-generation gap following the closure of the Homer City coal plant, the department said. More than 750 construction jobs and six operations jobs are expected to be created by the project. The project owner, Boston-based Swift Current Energy, has said construction could begin as early as summer 2024 and is scheduled to be online by the second half of 2026. In November, it announced that it had a 20-year contract to supply power to New York's grid.

    


--A project in Nicholas County, West Virginia, to repurpose two former coal mines with a utility-scale solar system that would power about 39,000 homes. The two inactive mine sites provide land and access to existing energy infrastructure that will transmit the solar energy the project generates to the grid. The project is projected to create about 400 construction jobs and four operations jobs.
___
O'Malley reported from Philadelphia.
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Wall Street debut of Trump's Truth Social network could net him stock worth billions on paper

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The Truth Social account for former President Donald Trump is seen on a mobile device, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. Trump's Truth Social looks set to hit Wall Street in a move that could give him stock worth billions of dollars on paper. But the former president likely can't cash it out right away, unless some things change. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Wall Street debut of Donald Trump's Truth Social network could give him stock worth billions of dollars on paper. But the former president probably will not be able to cash it out right away, unless some things change.
The longer-term outlook for the business is highly questionable. Trump's company has said it expects to continue losing money for a while, and at least one expert says it's likely worth far less than the stock market suggests.
Trump's pending return to Wall Street comes down to a vote scheduled for Friday by shareholders of a company named Digital World Acquisition Corp., which at the moment is essentially just a pile of cash. The corporation hopes to merge with Trump Media & Technology Group, the company behind Truth Social that goes by TMTG. If the shareholders approve the deal, TMTG could soon see its stock trading on the Nasdaq in Digital World's place.
Here's a look at the proposal and Trump's role in it.

    



WHAT HAPPENS FRIDAY?

Shareholders of Digital World are scheduled to vote on whether to approve a merger with TMTG, where Trump is the chairman. Digital World is what's called a special purpose acquisition company, or SPAC, or "blank-check company."
SPACs raise cash and then hunt for companies to merge with. Such deals give the target companies a potentially quicker and easier way to get their stocks onto the New York Stock Exchange or Nasdaq. Such deals let them avoid some of the paperwork associated with traditional initial public offerings of stock, or IPOs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For investors, SPACs offer a way to get into hyped, potentially faster-growing companies such as TMTG, the DraftKings betting service or SoFi banking.
DO SHAREHOLDERS EVER SAY NO?
It happens, but only rarely. This vote looks likely to pass given how high Digital World's stock has jumped on excitement about Trump. It was trading Thursday above $40 per share. It's already up roughly 140% so far this year, towering over the 10% gain for the S&P 500 index.
Many of Digital World's investors are small-time investors who are either fans of Trump or trying to cash in on the mania, instead of big institutional and professional investors.



WHAT HAPPENS IF THE SHAREHOLDERS APPROVE?
Digital World will merge with TMTG. The stock will continue to trade under Digital World's ticker, DWAC, possibly for a couple of days to a couple of weeks, experts say. Then at some point, companies in SPAC deals usually announce that their stock will begin trading under the new ticker symbol.
Trump's company hopes to trade under the ticker symbol DJT, the former president's initials. The same ticker symbol was used by Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts before it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in 2004.
HOW MUCH WILL TRUMP GET?
Trump will own most of the new, combined company, or nearly 78.8 million shares, which would account for at least 58%. Multiply that by Digital World's current stock price of more than $40, and the total value could surpass $3 billion.

    



TRUMP NEEDS CASH, RIGHT? CAN HE SELL RIGHT AWAY?
Trump faces a $454 million judgment in a fraud lawsuit, among other financial burdens. But he cannot sell easily for at least six months. That's because major TMTG shareholders will be under what's called a "lock-up" provision, a common restriction on Wall Street that keeps big, early investors from immediately dumping their shares. Such sales could tank the stock's price.
Investors under the lock-up deal cannot sell, lend, donate or encumber their shares for six months after the close of the deal. Legal experts say "encumber" is a powerful word that could prevent Trump from using the stock as collateral to raise cash before six months have elapsed.
There are a few exceptions, such as by transferring stock to immediate family members. But in such cases, the recipients would also have to agree to abide by the lock-up agreement.

    



SO DEFINITELY NO CASH RIGHT AWAY?
Digital World could waive the lock-up agreement before the deal closes. Or, in what some legal experts say could be a more likely path, the new company's board could decide to alter the lock-up agreement after the deal closes.
Such a decision by the board could open those directors up to legal scrutiny. They would need to show they're doing it to benefit shareholders.
But if the value of Trump's brand is key to the company's success, and if easing the lock-up agreements could preserve that brand, it could make for a case that would at least spare board members' lawyers from getting laughed out of court immediately.
Some companies' boards in the past have altered lock-up agreements to allow investors to sell earlier.

    



WHO WILL BE ON THIS COMPANY'S BOARD?

Mostly people put forth by TMTG, including the former president's son, Donald Trump Jr., if all goes as expected. Former Republican Rep. Devin Nunes would be a director and the company's CEO.
Also on the board would be Robert Lighthizer, who served as Trump's U.S. trade representative, and Linda McMahon, who ran the Small Business Administration under Trump.
IS THIS A SAFE INVESTMENT?
Every stock has risks. Digital World has filed 84 pages with U.S. regulators to list many of its risks and those of TMTG.
One risk, the company said, was that as a controlling stockholder, Trump would be entitled to vote his shares in his own interest, which may not always be in the interests of all the shareholders generally.
It also cited the high rate of failure for new social media platforms, as well as TMTG's expectation that the company will lose money on its operations "for the foreseeable future." The company lost $49 million in the first nine months of last year, when it brought in just $3.4 million in revenue and had to pay $37.7 million in interest expenses.
"It's losing money, there's no way the company is worth anything like" what the stock price suggests, said Jay Ritter, an IPO specialist at the University of Florida's Warrington College of Business.
"Here, given the stock price is so divorced from fundamental value, it's kind of the same issue that came up with meme stocks," he said, recalling companies whose share prices once soared far beyond what professionals considered rational. "With AMC and GameStop, the price was way above fundamental value, and there's the question of: Can you get out before the music stops?"
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Portugal's center-right wins an election but surging populists want a say in the government
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How Europe's regulatory battle with Apple could signal what's to come for American consumers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Justice Department announces an antitrust lawsuit against Apple, accusing the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors and stifles innovation.
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    [image: FILE - iPhone 15 Pro phones are shown during an announcement of new products on the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., Sept. 12, 2023. The Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit Thursday, March 24, 2024 against Apple, accusing the tech giant of having an illegal monopoly over smartphones in the U.S. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - iPhone 15 Pro phones are shown during an announcement of new products on the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., Sept. 12, 2023. The Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit Thursday, March 24, 2024 against Apple, accusing the tech giant of having an illegal monopoly over smartphones in the U.S. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - iPhone 15 Pro phones are shown during an announcement of new products on the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., Sept. 12, 2023. The Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit Thursday, March 24, 2024 against Apple, accusing the tech giant of having an illegal monopoly over smartphones in the U.S. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- It'll likely take years before the U.S. government's massive antitrust lawsuit against Apple is resolved -- but the iPhone maker's troubles with European regulators offer a glimpse of what changes American customers may see down the line. 
The U.S. lawsuit seeks to stop Apple from undermining technologies that compete with its own apps in areas such as streaming, messaging and digital payments. The Department of Justice also wants to prevent the tech giant from building language into its contracts with developers, accessory makers and consumers that lets obtain or keep a monopoly. 
These are similar to themes that the European Commission, the bloc's executive arm and top antitrust enforcer, and Apple have been wrangling over for years. 
EU antitrust watchdogs have launched multiple antitrust cases accusing Apple of violating the 27-nation bloc's competition laws, while also imposing tough digital rules aimed at stopping tech companies from cornering digital markets. 

    


Brussels' efforts will soon start to have an impact on the way the company does business and the experience iPhone users have in Europe. And the changes could signal what's to come for U.S. Apple users -- if the Justice Department has its way, at least. 




Here's a closer look:
MUSIC STREAMING
Music streaming users typically weren't able to pay for their Spotify subscriptions directly through their iPhone apps. They couldn't even be informed by email of subscription prices, promos and offers by Spotify or other music streaming services. That's because Apple put tight restrictions on apps that competed with its own Apple Music service. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But when Spotify complained to the European Union, antitrust regulators opened a yearslong investigation that resulted last month in an order for Apple to stop such behavior and came with a whopping 1.8 billion euro ($2 billion) fine aimed at deterring the company from doing it again. 

    


Margrethe Vestager, the European Commission's competition chief, said Apple's practices were "illegal" and "impacted millions of European consumers who were not able to make a free choice as to where, how and at what price to buy music streaming subscriptions." 
PAYMENTS 
Apple tried to resolve a second EU antitrust case by proposing to let third party mobile wallet and payment service providers access the tap and go payment function on its iOS operating system. 
Apple offered the concession to the European Commission, the bloc's executive arm and top antitrust enforcer, after it accused the company in 2022 of abusing its dominant position by limiting access to its mobile payment technology. 
The commission had been examining whether Apple Pay's rules require online shops to make it the preferred or default option, effectively shutting out rival payment systems. It had also been investigating concerns that it limits access for rival payment systems to the contactless payment function on iPhones.
The commission is still mulling the offer. It has been seeking feedback from "interested parties" on the proposals before making a decision on the case. 

    


APP STORES 
Apple has long maintained that there can be only one app marketplace -- its own -- on iPhones and other iOS devices. But a sweeping set of new EU regulations that recently took effect has forced the company to open up its so-called "walled garden" and allow third-party app stores to compete. 
The EU's Digital Markets Act is a broad rulebook that targets Big Tech "gatekeeper" companies with a set of do's and don'ts that they'll have to abide by. One of its goals is to break up closed tech ecosystems that lock consumers into one companies products or services. 
Under the DMA, tech companies won't be able to stop consumers from connecting with businesses outside their platforms. So Apple has been forced to allow people in Europe to download iPhone apps from stores not operated by the U.S. tech giant -- a move it's long resisted.
In a sign of that reluctance, EU regulators said they wanted to question Apple over accusations that it blocked video game company Epic Games from setting up its own app store. But Apple later reversed course and cleared the way for Fortnite maker Epic to set up its rival app store. 
---
AP journalist Barbara Ortutay contributed to this story.
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    [image: Del. David Moon, a Montgomery County Democrat who is the Maryland House majority leader, argues in support of budget legislation for the state's next fiscal year during a debate in the House of Delegates on Thursday, March 21, 2024 in Annapolis, Md. The legislation, which passed the House, includes tax and fee increases that supporters say are needed for transportation and education. (AP Photo/Brian Witte)]
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- The Maryland House voted Thursday for budget measures with tax and fee increases, part of a $1.3 billion revenue package for transportation and education. 
The vote paves the way for negotiations to begin next week with the Senate, which has not been receptive to the House's tax, fee and toll proposals in the $63 billion budget plan for the next fiscal year. 
Del. David Moon, a Montgomery County Democrat, said the investments are needed to restore economic competitiveness to attract and keep businesses by improving transit and roads and expanding child care.
"We've put our best foot forward to try not to put broad tax and fee increases on the table," Moon, the House majority leader, said. "Everything is surgically aligned with a very specific reason." 
But opponents said the proposals will overburden taxpayers.
"We want to continue to work together as one Maryland to advance policies that will help us meet our budgetary needs, but we have serious and grave concerns about doing so on the backs of middle class folks buying, trading in, registering vehicles that they need to use to be able to get to work, to get to the hospital, to take their kids to school," said Del. Jason Buckel, a western Maryland Republican who is the House minority leader.

    


The House voted 121-9 for the state's budget. Opposition grew for a companion bill that is working in tandem to balance the state's books and includes the tax and fee increases, changes added into the measure by the House. The House passed the budget reconciliation bill 89-45.




It would raise the vehicle excise tax from 6% to 6.5%. It also would adjust a vehicle trade-in exemption to apply only when a vehicle is traded in for a zero-emissions or hybrid vehicle. It also would raise revenues by changing vehicle registration fees, based on new weight classifications, and imposing a statewide ride-sharing fee of 75 cents.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House plan includes a tax change affecting corporations known as combined reporting. It requires subsidiaries of big businesses to add profits together, preventing multistate corporations from avoiding taxes. Revenues raised by this provision would help pay for the state's growing costs for a K-12 education plan known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future.

    


The blueprint, approved in 2020, phases in larger amounts of money to expand early childhood education, increase teachers' salaries and provide aid to struggling schools.
"This includes a commitment to providing students and families with the supports that they need through our community schools," said Del. Vanessa Atterbeary, a Howard County Democrat who chairs the House Ways and Means Committee. "This is not an easy task, and it's not an inexpensive task, but it's a promise we made to the children in our state."
The House already has passed separate legislation to raise $75 million a year for a decade for transportation through tolls. 
Delegates also approved a separate bill to allow internet gambling to help pay for education. It would require a constitutional amendment.

    


But most of these proposals do not have support in the Senate, where leaders have said their plan already funds the blueprint for the next fiscal year. With the state's ample reserves, senators have said they would rather wait and develop a way to pay for rising blueprint costs with greater deliberation. 
Senate President Bill Ferguson told reporters this week that internet gambling and combined reporting were a "hard no" this year.
"Those are not things that we will be taking up this year," Ferguson, a Baltimore Democrat, said. 
The tax and fee provisions inserted by the House in the budget reconciliation measure also lack Senate support so far.
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    [image: Stefanie Lambert attends a rally for Republican candidates at the Macomb Community College Sports & Expo Center in Warren, Mich., Oct. 1, 2022. The attorney facing criminal charges for illegally accessing Michigan voting machines after the 2020 election was arrested Monday, March 18, 2024 after a hearing in a separate case in federal court in Washington, D.C. (Todd McInturf/Detroit News via AP)]
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                                        PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) -- An attorney who unsuccessfully sued to overturn former President Donald Trump's 2020 loss in Michigan was ordered held on $10,000 bond Thursday after she appeared in a Michigan court on an outstanding warrant.
Stefanie Lambert turned herself in Thursday morning after having been arrested in Washington, D.C. earlier this week as a result of a bench warrant issued by a Michigan judge. 
Lambert is facing felony charges of improperly accessing voting equipment in a search for evidence of a conspiracy to steal the 2020 election from Trump. She had failed to appear at a March 7 hearing, resulting in the warrant. 
Oakland County Circuit Court Judge Jeffrey Matis ordered Lambert to be taken into custody for purposes of fingerprinting and DNA. She returned to the courtroom Thursday wearing a maroon uniform and with her hands cuffed. Matis then ordered that Lambert post a $10,000 cash bond to be released.

    


Prosecutors argued Thursday during proceedings before Matis that Lambert's actions had forced the entire case "to come to a screeching halt." Also facing charges in the case are former state GOP Rep. Daire Rendon and Matthew DePerno, former Republican state attorney general candidate. 




"Her disruption here has been immense," said Timothy Maat, a prosecutor from Muskegon County. 
The March 7 hearing that Lambert had missed -- leading to the warrant -- concerned a fingerprint and DNA order that Lambert had refused to comply with. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lambert's lawyer, Dan Hartman, blamed her missed March 7 appearance on a "breakdown in communication with her former attorney."
"The reality is, Your Honor, that during this entire period of time of the 14 days, she's lived at the same house, she's worked at the same house. She was never a fugitive of justice," Hartman said. 
A pre-trial hearing in Lambert's case was set for March 28. 
Lambert was arrested late Monday following her appearance in federal court in the nation's capital in another legal matter connected to the election conspiracy theories she and other Trump allies have promulgated. She was in court to defend her actions of leaking internal emails from Dominion Voting Systems, which she obtained during her time as an attorney representing an election denier accused of defaming the company.
District of Columbia Superior Court Judge Heide Herrmann ordered Lambert released on an unsecured $10,000 bond after Lambert's lawyer said she was "willing and ready" to return to Michigan and face the warrant.
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    [image: International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach speaks at the opening of the executive board meeting of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), at the Olympic House, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (Laurent Gillieron/Keystone via AP)]
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- The International Olympic Committee believes its president Thomas Bach fell prey to a prank telephone call amid rising tensions with Russia over restrictions on its athletes competing at the Paris Games.
The IOC on Thursday detailed a call from people claiming to be from the African Union -- a similar trick to one played by Russian callers on Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni in September.
In Meloni's call, she acknowledged "fatigue" with the war in Ukraine believing she was talking with officials of the African Union.
The IOC said it had calls with "a person pretending to be the chair of the African Union Commission" wanting to discuss a statement on the politicization of sport.
The IOC and Bach have publicly criticized the Russian state including over plans to organize an international multi-sports event in September, weeks after the Paris Olympics close.

    


Russian athletes who pass vetting to compete in Paris also will not take part in the opening ceremony parade of boats on the River Seine, the IOC decided this week.
"There appears to have been a new incident in the Russian disinformation and defamation campaign against the International Olympic Committee and its president," the Olympic body said in a statement.


"Fake calls purporting to be from the African Union Commission appear to have been made by the very same group that has already attacked a number of global political leaders and other high-ranking personalities in the same way," the IOC said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russian pranksters Vladimir Kuznetsov and Alexei Stolyarov, known as Vovan and Lexus, also tricked the president of Poland, Andrzej Duda, in November 2022.
Duda believed he was talking to France's President Emmanuel Macron.
Russia is on track to have about 35 athletes qualify for the Paris Olympics -- about 10% of its usual team for a Summer Games.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: Farmers gather Tuesday, March 12, 2024 outside the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France. For several months, farmers throughout Europe have been mobilizing to address local, national, and European concerns (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's Senate voted overwhelmingly Thursday to reject legislation to ratify a 2017 trade deal between the European Union and Canada that has been criticized by farmers as bringing unfair competition from abroad. 
The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, or CETA, provisionally went into effect in September 2017 after all EU governments agreed to it, but its full implementation requires approval by each national parliament. 
Thursday's 211-44 vote in the Senate does not necessarily mean that France ultimately will reject ratification. The vote sends the bill back to the powerful National Assembly, which previously has approved it and can move to override the Senate rejection and give final approval to the measure.
If the Assembly should reject the legislation during its second vote, that would signal France's failure to ratify and could unravel the EU trade deal. 

    


Opposition in the Senate centered on concerns about shielding local farmers from what they consider unfair competition and protecting France's food sovereignty. The Assembly has not yet set a date to consider the legislation.




The ratification process across the European Union has been slow, with France and nine other EU countries, including Italy and Belgium, not yet giving their approval. 
There have been significant increases in trade volume between the EU and Canada since the trade deal provisionally went into effect. From 2017 to 2023, trade between the two jumped by 51%, with French exports to Canada rising by 33%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite these economic gains, CETA has faced criticism, including over its impact on European farmers and the environment. Critics argue it could undermine local agriculture and increase greenhouse gas emissions due to more transport of goods.
CETA aims to eventually eliminate nearly 99% of tariffs. It includes special recognition for certain European products like Agen prunes and Savoie reblochon.

    


The Senate's rejection pressures the National Assembly, which only narrowly passed CETA in 2019. If France or any other EU member state definitively rejects the treaty, it could unravel, affecting the parts of the agreement already in operation.
French senators' vote comes after farmers across France and Europe demonstrated on their tractors earlier this year in protests over low earnings, heavy regulation and what they call unfair competition from abroad, often criticizing free-trade agreements, including the CETA.
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                                        Spanish daily El Mundo said Thursday that its correspondent in Russia left the country after authorities refused to renew his journalist visa.
El Mundo said Xavier Colas left Russia on Wednesday, a day after an official told him that if he didn't leave before his visa expired, he would have problems. He is one of several journalists effectively expelled from Russia amid unrelenting crackdown on critical news outlets, opposition activists and human rights groups that has intensified since Moscow sent troops into Ukraine more than two years ago. 
According to El Mundo, Colas had been visited by police officers who warned him to stop covering demonstrations by women whose loved ones serve in the Russian military, one of the few visible signs of public discontent with the war.
Russia's Foreign Ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


Colas had been reporting from Russia for 12 years. He also reported from Ukraine and recently published his first book, "Putinistan," about President Vladimir Putin 's government.
"I have simply done my job: I have told what happens, I have spoken to the people who suffer because of it and I have explained who is responsible for what is happening," the journalist said on X, formerly Twitter, on Wednesday, adding that he had 24 hours to leave Russia.




Independent media and journalists in Russia have come under increasing pressure from the government in recent years. Multiple Russian news outlets have been blocked online, labeled as "foreign agents" or outlawed as "undesirable" organizations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A number of foreign journalists have been expelled from the country, or faced the Foreign Ministry's refusal to extend their visas.
In August 2021, the Foreign Ministry refused to renew the visa for BBC correspondent Sarah Rainsford amid tensions with the U.K. Several months later, the Russian authorities expelled Tom Vennink, a Moscow correspondent for the Dutch newspaper De Volkskrant, citing "administrative violations."

    


In February 2022, just three weeks before invading Ukraine, the Russian authorities announced shutting down the Moscow office of German public broadcaster Deutsche Welle and withdrawing its staff's accreditations.
In May 2022, when the fighting in Ukraine was in full swing, the Russian authorities closed the bureau of Canada's broadcaster the CBC and stripped its journalists of visas and credentials.
In March 2023, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich was arrested on a reporting trip to Russia and later charged with espionage -- allegations he and his employer vehemently denied, while the U.S. government declared him to be wrongfully detained. 
In August 2023, Russian authorities refused to renew the visa of Eva Hartog, a Dutch journalist writing for the Dutch news magazine De Groene Amsterdammer and for Politico Europe. 
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    [image: From left, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, French President Emmanuel Macron and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Portugal's Prime Minister Antonio Costa, left, waits for European Council President Charles Michel to speak with journalists during an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, right, during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaks with Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, center left, speaks with from left, Slovenia's Prime Minister Robert Golob, Luxembourg's Prime Minister Luc Frieden, Bulgaria's Prime Minister Nikolai Denkov, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and Austria's Chancellor Karl Nehammer during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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    [image: From left, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, French President Emmanuel Macron and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Portugal's Prime Minister Antonio Costa, left, waits for European Council President Charles Michel to speak with journalists during an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Portugal's Prime Minister Antonio Costa, left, waits for European Council President Charles Michel to speak with journalists during an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, right, during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, right, during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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[image: Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, left, speaks with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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[image: Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11
Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaks with Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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French President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaks with Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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[image: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, center left, speaks with from left, Slovenia's Prime Minister Robert Golob, Luxembourg's Prime Minister Luc Frieden, Bulgaria's Prime Minister Nikolai Denkov, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and Austria's Chancellor Karl Nehammer during a round table meeting at an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders on Thursday debated fresh ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine amid a new sense of urgency about the future of the war-torn country.
Ukraine's munition stocks are desperately low, while Russia has more and better-armed troops. There is also a growing awareness that the EU must provide for its own security, with election campaigning in the U.S. raising questions about Washington's commitment to its allies.
At the same time, political rhetoric is at fever pitch as the campaign for Europe-wide elections on June 6-9 gathers pace, with security a major issue. As they talk up the need to fund the defense industry, both at home and in Ukraine, many leaders are also trying to convince citizens that budgets could be tightened elsewhere.
Ahead of the summit in Brussels, EU Council President Charles Michel said the Europeans "face a pivotal moment." He said that with Europe "facing the biggest security threat since the Second World War, it is high time we take radical and concrete steps to be defense-ready and put the EU's economy on a 'war footing.'"

    


Across town at NATO, the alliance's secretary-general, Jens Stoltenberg, warned Thursday that "the situation on the battlefield remains very difficult. Ukraine is running out of ammunition. So, Ukraine needs even more support, and they need it now."




New plans are on the EU's table, notably to use the profits from frozen Russian assets to buy arms and ammunition for Ukraine. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 27-nation EU is holding around 210 billion euros ($228 billion) in Russian central bank assets, most of it frozen in Belgium, in retaliation for Moscow's war against Ukraine. The bloc estimates that the money could generate profits of up to 3 billion euros ($3.3 billion) each year.
A small group of member countries, notably Hungary, refuse to supply weapons to Ukraine, so these windfall profits would be split up. Around 90% of the money would be put into a special fund that many EU countries already use to get reimbursed for arms and ammunition they send.

    


The other 10% would be put into the EU budget to help bolster Ukraine's defense industry. Members that object to sending weapons could then claim that they are not arming the country.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that these profits should be used "first and foremost" to buy weapons and ammunition for Ukraine. "What is important to me is that we give this use a clear direction now, the direction of acquiring ammunition, for example," he said.
Asked what signal would be sent to Russian President Vladimir Putin if there is no agreement on using windfall profits, Scholz said: "I am very sure that we are sending a very clear signal to Putin here. He has miscalculated if he thinks we are not in a position to support Ukraine for as long as is necessary, and the use of the windfall profits is a small but important element."
Speaking to the leaders via video-link, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged them to provide his armed forces with more artillery shells and air defense systems following an overnight missile attack on the capital Kyiv.

    


"Unfortunately, the use of artillery at the front line by our soldiers is humiliating for Europe in the sense that Europe can provide more. And it is crucial to prove it now," he said, adding that Ukraine's current "air defense systems are not enough to protect our entire territory from Russian terror."
Some countries want to use the windfall profits to help Ukraine rebuild, but Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, whose country currently holds the EU's rotating presidency, said that "the first necessity is ammunition. Of course I would love to invest in reconstruction but it's a bit pointless to invest in reconstruction if you risk losing the country."
The leaders of Estonia and Lithuania, two of Ukraine's staunchest supporters within the EU, said it would be best to use the frozen assets themselves and not just the interest earned on those billions.
"The damage that Russia is causing to Ukraine is much bigger than the value of those assets that we have in Europe. We have to think how we can really achieve this (so) that our taxpayers don't have to pay the damage that Russia is causing in Ukraine," Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas said.

    


De Croo also urged his EU partners to be receptive to new ideas. "We'll need different types of financing, or at least be open to the discussion. It will need to be national contributions, it might be defense bonds, it might be financing by the EIB (European Investment Bank)," he said.
The idea of issuing defense bonds to finance military spending through common debt issuance is gaining some traction, but is far from having the unanimous agreement that such a move would require. It would mirror way the EU raised money to kickstart economies with its pandemic recovery fund.
___
Samuel Petrequin and Raf Casert in Brussels, and Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this report.
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They don't define DEI, but Kansas lawmakers are attacking it like GOP colleagues elsewhere

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Kansas state Rep. Steve Howe, left, R-Salina, answers questions from Rep. Ford Carr, right, D-Wichita, during a House debate on a bill designed to restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Howe backs the bill, which would bar universities from requiring prospective students, job applicants or employees to make statement for or against any "ideology or movement," including DEI. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Kansas state Rep. Steve Howe, left, R-Salina, answers questions from Rep. Ford Carr, right, D-Wichita, during a House debate on a bill designed to restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Howe backs the bill, which would bar universities from requiring prospective students, job applicants or employees to make statement for or against any "ideology or movement," including DEI. (AP Photo/John Hanna)
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[image: . Brandon Woodard, left, D-Lenexa, argues with Rep. Steve Howe, right, R-Salina, over committee testimony about a bill that would restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses following a House debate on the bill, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Howe is the chair of the committee that drafted the bill and Woodard is its ranking Democrat. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Steve Howe, center, R-Salina, confers with House Speaker Pro Tem Blake Carpenter, left, R-Derby, and Susan Estes, right, R-Wichita, during a debate on a bill that would limit the use of diversity, equity and improvement in admitting students and hiring or promoting on state university campuses, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Republican lawmakers in more than 20 states are pursuing measures to restrict DEI initiatives. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Kirk Haskins, D-Topeka, speaks against a bill that would restrict the use of diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses during a debate, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Haskins is graduate studies chairman at Baker University and says the bill would restrict academic freedom. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Kansas state Rep. Kirk Haskins, D-Topeka, speaks against a bill that would restrict the use of diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses during a debate, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Haskins is graduate studies chairman at Baker University and says the bill would restrict academic freedom. (AP Photo/John Hanna)
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[image: Kansas House Speaker Dan Hawkins, R-Wichita, speaks in favor of a bill that would restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses during a debate, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Hawkins and other Republican lawmakers want to prevent universities from basing student admission or employee hiring or promotion decisions based on statements they would require from the candidates about their views on DEI initiatives. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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    [image: Kansas state Rep. Steve Howe, left, R-Salina, answers questions from Rep. Ford Carr, right, D-Wichita, during a House debate on a bill designed to restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Howe backs the bill, which would bar universities from requiring prospective students, job applicants or employees to make statement for or against any "ideology or movement," including DEI. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: . Brandon Woodard, left, D-Lenexa, argues with Rep. Steve Howe, right, R-Salina, over committee testimony about a bill that would restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses following a House debate on the bill, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Howe is the chair of the committee that drafted the bill and Woodard is its ranking Democrat. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Steve Howe, center, R-Salina, confers with House Speaker Pro Tem Blake Carpenter, left, R-Derby, and Susan Estes, right, R-Wichita, during a debate on a bill that would limit the use of diversity, equity and improvement in admitting students and hiring or promoting on state university campuses, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Republican lawmakers in more than 20 states are pursuing measures to restrict DEI initiatives. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Kirk Haskins, D-Topeka, speaks against a bill that would restrict the use of diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses during a debate, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Haskins is graduate studies chairman at Baker University and says the bill would restrict academic freedom. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Republican lawmakers in Kansas have joined their GOP counterparts in other states in trying to restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on university campuses, but the proposals they've advanced are written to avoid having to agree on how to define DEI.
The Kansas House on Thursday approved a bill aimed at preventing universities, community colleges or technical colleges from basing a student's admission or an employee's hiring or promotion on any statement or pledge about diversity, equity or inclusion. While the bill includes those words, it also says universities cannot require a statement about "any political ideology or movement."
The House's 81-39 vote, mostly along party lines, came a week after the Senate approved a proposed $25 billion state budget with a provision designed to force universities to eliminate such requirements and mandatory DEI training. The provision would withhold $35.7 million from the state's six universities until they report to Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly and the Republican-controlled Legislature's leaders that they have done so.

    


Republicans in at least 20 states have sought to limit DEI initiatives, arguing that they are discriminatory and enforce a liberal political orthodoxy. Alabama's governor signed into law an anti-DEI bill on Wednesday; Utah enacted a law earlier this year; and proposals in Kentucky and South Carolina advanced this week.




"Universities have chosen to embrace ideologies that discriminate against people who do not hew to their orthodoxy," state Rep. Steve Howe, a central Kansas Republican and the chair of a committee on higher education, said during a House debate Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House measure now goes to the Senate. As for the anti-DEI budget provision, negotiators for the two chambers expect to discuss it as they draft the final version of the annual budget. 

    


Paulette Granberry Russell, president and CEO of the National Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education, called the Kansas proposals "mean-spirited" and said they attempt to force universities to "turn back the clock on all the progress made in the past 70 years to support students, faculty, and staff."
"The backlash against diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives and programs is rooted in ignorance and prejudice," Granberry Russell said in an email responding to questions. "The ability to support, educate, and provide services that address the diverse needs of students should be an expectation." 
The Kansas House bill sets up a process for hearing DEI complaints, giving universities time to reverse contested actions. But it also allows the attorney general to file civil lawsuits against the universities and colleges and seek fines of up to $10,000.
A legislative audit released last month said 1.6% of the spending by Kansas' six state universities, or $45 million, went to DEI initiatives but noted that each university defined DEI differently. Besides initiatives traditionally seen as DEI, such as training and recruiting, they also included food pantries for poor students and services for military veterans and disabled students.

    


But neither Kansas measure defines DEI. 
"It's hard for me to pass a bill to punish a university for doing something that we don't define," said Democratic state Rep. Tom Sawyer of Wichita. "The words diversity, equity and inclusion to me, in themselves, are positive words."
Kansas House Speaker Dan Hawkins, a Wichita Republican, said his chamber's bill creates a simple test -- whether a university requires ideological statements from students, job applicants or employees -- that doesn't require everyone to agree how to define DEI.
"Everybody's got a different definition," Hawkins said. "To get everybody to aspire to one definition is pretty difficult." 
In statehouses across the U.S., Republicans and Democrats have been pushing opposite definitions of fairness and opportunity in education and state workplaces.
Democratic lawmakers in more than a dozen states are promoting more than 30 measures this year to require greater consideration of diversity, equity and inclusion. Republican state lawmakers have countered with more 60 measures to prohibit or restrict it, according to an Associated Press analysis using the bill tracking software Plural. Five of those GOP bills have won final approval.

    


The new Utah law prohibits government agencies, universities and K-12 schools from having diversity, equity and inclusion offices. 
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb, a Republican, signed legislation last week barring higher education institutions from considering statements about diversity, equity and inclusion in decisions about employment, benefits or student admissions. That legislation also specifies that any diversity programming must address both "cultural and intellectual diversity."

    


Republican lawmakers in Idaho and Wisconsin last week passed bills barring higher education institutions from conditioning employment and admission decisions on diversity statements. 
In Wisconsin, Democratic Gov. Tony Evers is expected to veto his state's legislation. In Kansas, Kelly hasn't said what she would do if either GOP proposal passed, but she vetoed an anti-DEI provision included in budget legislation last year. 
The measure approved by Alabama lawmakers would prohibit state agencies, universities and K-12 school systems from sponsoring DEI programs. It also would prohibit them from forcing students or employees to adhere to "a divisive concept," a term that covers concepts such as white privilege, systemic discrimination and the idea that merit-based systems actually are "racist or sexist."
The new Alabama law, which takes effect Oct. 1, would prohibit universities, K-12 school systems and state agencies from sponsoring DEI programs, defined under the bill as classes, training, programs and events where attendance is based on a person's race, sex, gender identity, ethnicity, national origin or sexual orientation.
Legislation that passed the Kentucky House this week includes similar language in its definition of "discriminatory" concepts that state universities would be barred in using in training programs or course requirements. 
In the Kansas House, the higher education committee wrestled with drafting a definition. Republican Rep. Clark Sanders, another central Kansas Republican, initially expressed misgivings about the lack of one but later came around.
"I may not be able to give you an explanation or a definition, but I'd know it when I saw it," he said.
___
Lieb reported from Jefferson City, Missouri. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/diversity-equity-inclusion-universities-ban-kansas-69ba2c0492944b76772353289e565b19
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    [image: Indian Rapid Action force soldiers stand outside Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, leader Arvind Kejriwal's residence as Enforcement Directorate, a federal agency that probes economic offenses arrive to arrest him, in New Delhi, India, March 21, 2024. India's anti-corruption crusader Arvind Kejriwal was arrested Thursday by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) in bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, workers shout slogans as Enforcement Directorate, a federal agency that probes economic offenses, arrive to arrest their leader Arvind Kejriwal at his residence, in New Delhi, India, March 21, 2024. India's anti-corruption crusader Arvind Kejriwal was arrested Thursday by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) in bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE- Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), or the common man party, chief Arvind Kejriwal, right, talks with party leader Manish Sisodia in New Delhi, India, Feb. 4, 2020. India's anti-corruption crusader Kejriwal was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. Two ministers of Kejriwal's government, including Sisodia have already been arrested and in prison in the liquor bribery case. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, leader Arvind Kejriwal listens to a speaker during a public meeting in New Delhi, India, Dec. 27, 2013. The anti-corruption crusader was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, workers shout slogans as Enforcement Directorate, a federal agency that probes economic offenses, arrive to arrest their leader Arvind Kejriwal at his residence, in New Delhi, India, March 21, 2024. India's anti-corruption crusader Arvind Kejriwal was arrested Thursday by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) in bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE- Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), or the common man party, chief Arvind Kejriwal, right, talks with party leader Manish Sisodia in New Delhi, India, Feb. 4, 2020. India's anti-corruption crusader Kejriwal was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. Two ministers of Kejriwal's government, including Sisodia have already been arrested and in prison in the liquor bribery case. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, leader Arvind Kejriwal listens to a speaker during a public meeting in New Delhi, India, Dec. 27, 2013. The anti-corruption crusader was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, leader Arvind Kejriwal listens to a speaker during a public meeting in New Delhi, India, Dec. 27, 2013. The anti-corruption crusader was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, leader Arvind Kejriwal listens to a speaker during a public meeting in New Delhi, India, Dec. 27, 2013. The anti-corruption crusader was arrested on Thursday, March 21, 2024, by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) as bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By ASHOK SHARMA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's anti-corruption crusader Arvind Kejriwal was arrested Thursday by a federal agency that accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) in bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago, a top leader of his party said.
Atishi Singh, a leader of Kejriwal's Aaam Admi Party, or Common People's Party, denied the accusations and said they were fabricated by the federal agency, which is controlled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 's government.
Singh said her party will ask India's Supreme Court to quash Kejriwal's arrest and that he should be questioned, not arrested, as the investigation is still in progress in the case. He will continue to be Delhi's chief minister while the party fights the accusations, she said.
Footage from local TV showed police whisking away Kejriwal's supporters in buses as federal agents arrested him after questioning him for hours at his residence in New Delhi.

    


One of the charges under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act is that 14 wholesale liquor distributors earned an "excess profit" of 3.38 billion rupees ($41 million) when the now-scrapped liquor policy was in operation two years ago.




The arrest came hours after Delhi's High Court refused to grant any protection to Kejriwal, 55, over the summons issued to him by the Enforcement Directorate, a federal agency that probes economic offenses, in connection with the alleged scam.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The federal agency had called Kejriwal for questioning nine times in recent months, according to a government lawyer. But Kejriwal skipped the summons each time saying he was busy with his political work.
Kejriwal's lawyer, Abhishek Manu Singhvi, told the court Thursday that the probe agency was being misused by the Modi government to weaken his party ahead of India's national elections to be held in April-May.
Modi's Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party has been defeated in Delhi state elections by Kejriwal's party and also was defeated in northern Punjab state in 2022.

    


The federal agency accused Kejriwal's government of a sudden increase in the wholesaler dealers' profit margin under the excise policy to 12% from 5%.
Government attorney S.V. Raju said that 14 wholesale liquor distributors earned "excess profit" of 3.38 billion rupees ($41.2 million) in less than a year and in turn paid 1 billion rupees ($12.1 million) in bribes to Kejriwal's party and other ministers.
Kejriwal launched the Aam Aadmi Party in 2012, and it won the Delhi state legislature election a year later, when he became the chief minister. Kejriwal, a former civil servant, campaigned on a promise to rid the Indian political system and governance of corruption and inefficiency.
The party's symbol -- a broom-- and its promise to sweep the administration of graft struck a chord with Delhi residents, fed up with runaway inflation and slow economic growth.
But he resigned as the chief minister 49 days later because his minority government couldn't enact an anti-corruption law due to a lack of support from other political parties.

    


He took over as chief minister for a second five-year term in 2015 after his party's stunning victory in the state elections when it grabbed 67 of 70 seats.
In the 2020 elections, Kejriwal's AAP re-emerged victorious and retained power in Delhi. Kejriwal was sworn in as chief minister of Delhi for the third time in a row. Outside Delhi, his party registered another major victory in the 2022 Punjab state elections.
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- When Hunter Morgan bought an optometry practice in Southern California three years ago, one of the first things he did was start seeing patients who use Medicaid, the government-funded health insurance program for low-income people. 
The previous owners had not accepted patients on Medicaid, which covers roughly a third of California's 39 million residents. But Morgan felt he had a responsibility to serve people in need. 
Just five months later, Morgan said, he had to stop treating Medicaid patients because of the paltry pay. He charges $175 for eye exams, but the most he could get from Medicaid was about $40. That made it difficult to pay his staff and pricey rent in the upscale beach community of Encinitas, 25 miles (40 kilometers) north of San Diego.
"We couldn't function that way," he said. 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom and his Democratic allies in the state Legislature have greatly increased the number of people on Medicaid, including all eligible adults in the state who are in the country without legal permission. But while California's Medicaid now covers about 15 million people, the rates it pays to doctors have not kept up. 

    


It has contributed to a crisis at some rural hospitals, some of which needed an emergency loan from the state Legislature last year to keep from closing. And it has made it harder for people enrolled in Medicaid to find doctors willing to treat them, forcing some to drive long distances to seek care. 




Health care providers have been clamoring for California's Medicaid program, known as Medi-Cal, to pay them more. But California doesn't have extra money thanks to back-to-back multibillion-dollar budget deficits. To pay doctors more, Newsom and the state Legislature chose to raise taxes -- but not in the way you might think.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Just about every state taxes entities such as hospitals, nursing homes and ambulances to help pay for their share of Medicaid. Since 2005, California has taxed managed care organizations -- the private companies that contract with the state to provide Medicaid benefits.

    


But unlike with most taxes, the companies don't have to pay all of it. The state pays most of it for them, then uses the money to trigger more federal payments for Medicaid. That means more money for everybody.
Last year Newsom signed a law that greatly increased this tax. It means the state will get $19.4 billion through 2026. On Thursday, the Legislature voted to increase it again, which will generate an estimated $1.5 billion more.
"California is pulling every lever of government to increase access to affordable, high-quality health care across the state," Newsom said in a statement to The Associated Press.
In the past, California has used that kind of surplus to balance its budget. But this time the state has vowed to use part of it to pay doctors more for treating Medicaid patients.
How much, and who will get it, will be fully decided this year. The first increases last year went to primary care doctors, maternity care and some mental health services. This year's increases, which have not yet been approved by the Legislature, would include things like obstetric, vaccine and abortion services -- and optometry.

    


For optometrists, Newsom is proposing to raise rates to match those paid by Medicare, the federal government's health insurance program for people 65 and older. That could mean California's roughly 8,000 licensed optometrists would get a lot more money for Medicaid patients: roughly $130 per exam instead of $47. 
Health care providers have cheered these increases, but they're still nervous. California's budget deficits have only been growing.
"If things really did get bad, I think, they could use the money for other purposes," said Kristine Schultz, executive director of the California Optometric Association.
Newsom already wants to change the tax increase he signed last year, which included $11 billion more to hike provider payments over five years. This year, because of the deficit, Newsom wants to use $8 billion for provider payments over four years. Providers would still get the same increase, but it would expire sooner. 

    


Plus, the federal government must approve California's tax on managed care organizations every three years. President Joe Biden's administration has signaled recently that it wants to reduce how much money states can collect, and that could force California to lower the tax in the future, cutting into its ability to continue paying doctors' higher rates. 
"It's a real concern," said Stuart Thompson, senior vice president for governmental affairs for the California Medical Association, during a recent public hearing before lawmakers. "We don't want to create a scenario in which we have a program that goes for four years and then we reach the cliff." 
Republicans in the Legislature have criticized Newsom's plan to raise the tax again. There is "no guarantee it stays in the health care space," said Assemblymember Vince Fong, a Republican and vice chair of the Assembly Budget Committee. 

    


But Assembly Democrats appear to view the plan more favorably. Democrat Akilah Weber, chair of the budget subcommittee that oversees health care spending, said the deficit is requiring "some changes" but she remains committed to the rate increases.
An increase for optometrist payments would be good news for people in Fresno, a Central Valley city with a large population of low-income farm workers who are on Medicaid. 
At one eye care practice in the city, Fogg Remington, Medicaid patients historically made up about 15% of clients. But it stopped accepting new Medicaid patients in January, citing low reimbursement rates and a new law requiring health care workers to be paid at least $25 per hour.
Fogg Remington optometrist Dr. Anthony Chavez said that if California were to increase its rates, it would be a "no brainer" to reverse that decision.
"We want to help these people," Chavez said. 
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The Tennessee Senate on Thursday approved a nearly $2 billion tax and refund for businesses, a proposal designed to prevent threats of a potential lawsuit even as critics warned the so-called solution was rushed without being properly vetted and shrouded in mystery. 
Starting last fall, Republican legislative leaders say a law firm representing a large group of businesses contacted the state to question the legality of Tennessee's 90-year-old franchise tax and demanded a refund. In response, Gov. Bill Lee initially proposed offering businesses $1.2 billion in refunds and then an ongoing $410 million in tax breaks.
That amount has since been tweaked to $1.56 billion in refunds and $393 million in tax breaks, totaling $1.95 billion. 
"This bill will put this issue behind us and address it in a responsible way," said Republican Sen. Ken Yager, adding that doing so could make the state more competitive in attracting businesses to move to Tennessee.

    


At issue are concerns that the state's franchise tax violates a U.S. Constitution's Commerce Clause provision, which bans states from passing laws that burden interstate commerce. Furthermore, in 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Maryland's tax that the justices ruled had the effect of double-taxing income residents earn in other states.




Maryland allowed its residents to deduct income taxes paid to other states from their Maryland state tax, but it did not apply that deduction to a local "piggy back" tax collected for counties and some city governments -- something that the high court decided was illegal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Nobody likes this solution. The governor doesn't like this solution. Revenue doesn't like this solution. The attorney general doesn't like this solution, but the reality is this is the best solution," said Sen. Bo Watson, the Republican chair of the Senate's Finance, Ways and Means Committee, as he raised in voice and admonished the Democrats criticizing the plan.

    


Yet details about what specific businesses raised the original legal concerns have remained hidden. State leaders have refused to disclose what businesses have requested a refund. The original number of the group of businesses who reached out to lawmakers last fall was originally disclosed at around 80, but on Thursday, Yager mentioned that the law firm represented "hundreds" of individuals. 
Meanwhile, it's unclear what other possible options were considered. There have also been grumblings that Lee's personal business, the Franklin-based Lee Co., could benefit from this legislation. 
On Thursday, Democratic lawmakers pointed out the unusualness of the Republican-dominant Statehouse to move quickly to avoid a lawsuit when GOP members regularly advance legislation knowing it could face potential litigation.
"We are having this discussion as if we have to and we're under the gun," said Sen. Jeff Yarbro, a Democrat. "I don't think that's appropriate."
The legislation passed 25-6 on Thursday, with only Democrats voting against. The bill must still clear the House chamber. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Colorado man who helped other rioters drag a police officer into a mob storming the U.S. Capitol was sentenced on Thursday to more than five years in prison for his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack.
Jeffrey Sabol ripped a baton from an officer's hands before pulling another officer into the crowd outside the Capitol, allowing other rioters to assault the officer with weapons.
Sabol, 54, told U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras that he knows he is "100%" guilty and would have apologized directly to the officers whom he attacked if they had attended the hearing.
"I accept whatever it is you hand me," Sabol said. "I'll be honest: I deserve it."
The judge sentenced Sabol to five years and three months behind bars. He'll get credit for the three years and two months that he has already spent in jail since his arrest.

    


Contreras said Sabol had mischaracterized his violent actions on Jan. 6 as efforts to be helpful.
"It's hard to imagine how any of this was helpful," the judge said after describing Sabol's conduct that day.
Prosecutors recommended a prison sentence of 10 years and one month for Sabol.




Sabol told FBI agents who arrested him that he was filled with "patriotic rage" on Jan. 6 because he believed the 2020 presidential election was stolen from then-President Donald Trump and said he answered a "call to battle" because he was a "patriot warrior," according to prosecutors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Contreras convicted Sabol of felony charges last year after a "stipulated bench trial," which means the judge decided the case without a jury based on facts that both sides agreed to in advance. Such trials allow defendants to admit to certain facts while maintaining a right to appeal a conviction.
Sabol traveled from Colorado to Washington, D.C., with other members of what he called a "neighborhood watch" group. They attended Trump's "Stop the Steal" rally near the White House on Jan. 6 before Sabol went to the Capitol, where lawmakers were certifying President Joe Biden's 2020 electoral victory.

    


Sabol was wearing a helmet when he and other rioters attacked police officers on the west side of the Capitol.
"He entered the fray with the intent to halt the certification of the electoral college vote and to violently combat what he believed was a stolen election," prosecutors wrote in a court filing.
On the Lower West Terrace, Sabol initially watched as another rioter beat a Metropolitan Police Department officer with a crutch and started to drag that officer down a set of steps. Sabol and a third rioter stepped in and helped drag the officer headfirst down the steps and into the crowd, where other rioters beat him with a flagpole and baton.
After Sabol stole a baton from another officer, other rioters dragged the officer into the crowd, kicked and stomped on him, struck him with poles and ripped off his gas mask before he was pepper sprayed.
Sabol tried to cover his tracks and flee the country after the riot. He microwaved laptops and hard drives, dropped his cell phone out a car window and booked a flight to Zurich, Switzerland, but he didn't board the flight. Instead, he rented a car and drove to the Westchester, New York, area before he was arrested on Jan. 22, 2021.

    


Sabol worked as a senior geophysical manager for an environmental services company that fired him after his arrest.
"Jeff Sabol is not a violent man and regrets being caught up in his emotions and engaging in conduct that is not reflective of the law-abiding man and loving father that he has always strived to project," his attorney wrote in a court filing.
Contreras previously sentenced several other rioters who were charged with Sabol and convicted of attacking the injured officers.
A former Tennessee sheriff's deputy, Ronald Colton McAbee, was sentenced to five years and 10 months in prison. Florida resident Mason Courson was sentenced to four years and nine months in prison. Arkansas truck driver Peter Francis Stager was sentenced to four years and four months in prison. Michigan resident Justin Jersey was sentenced to four years and three months in prison. Michigan construction worker Logan Barnhart was sentenced to three years in prison. Kentucky business owner Clayton Ray Mullins was sentenced to two years and six months in prison.

    


Another co-defendant, Georgia business owner Jack Wade Whitton, is scheduled to be sentenced in May.
More than 1,300 people have been charged with federal crimes related to the Capitol riot. Over 800 of them have been sentenced, with roughly two-thirds receiving a term of imprisonment ranging from a few days to 22 years.
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders were urged Thursday to show the same respect for international law in Gaza as they aim to uphold in Ukraine, as hundreds of thousands of Palestinians face dire food shortages and possible famine.
At an EU summit in Brussels, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appealed to the leaders to remain strong and united in their respect of standards enshrined in the United Nations Charter and international law.
"The basic principle of international humanitarian law is the protection of civilians. We must stick to principles in Ukraine as in Gaza without double standards," Guterres told reporters, standing alongside EU Council President Charles Michel, who chaired the summit.
A U.N. food agency has warned that "famine is imminent" in northern Gaza. Israel, meanwhile, appears determined to launch a ground offensive in the southern city of Rafah, where many people have sought refuge from the fighting.

    


The 27-nation EU has long been deeply divided in its approach to Israel and the Palestinians, and the devastating Hamas attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7 laid bare those differences. But as the death toll in Gaza mounts to nearly 32,000 people, more countries are supporting calls for a cease-fire.




In contrast, almost the entire bloc sees Russia's two-year long war on Ukraine as an existential threat. They've poured billions of euros into supporting the country, by providing it with arms and ammunition and helping to prop up its war-ravaged economy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The response to the appalling crisis in Palestine has not been Europe's finest hour, quite frankly," said Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, whose country is among the strongest backers of the Palestinians.
"I think it has been undermining particularly of our efforts to defend Ukraine because so many countries in the global south - also known as most of the world - interpret Europe's actions in relation to Ukraine versus Palestine as double standards. I think they have a point," he said.

    


Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo described the events unfolding in Gaza as "dramatic."
"We see today people who are trying to feed themselves by eating grass. People who are on the verge of being in a famine. Europe needs to lead, and not to follow, and it is time for us to be clear: to demand an immediate ceasefire, to demand the liberation of the hostages," he told reporters.
In a draft statement prepared for the summit, seen by The Associated Press, the leaders are due to lament "the unprecedented loss of civilian lives and the critical humanitarian situation. The European Council calls for an immediate humanitarian pause leading to a sustainable ceasefire."
The Israel-Hamas war has driven 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million Palestinians from their homes, and U.N. officials say a quarter of the population is starving.
Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people in the surprise Oct. 7 attack out of Gaza that triggered the war, and abducted another 250 people. Hamas is still believed to be holding some 100 people hostage, as well as the remains of 30 others.

    


Concern is mounting about an imminent Israeli ground offensive against Hamas in Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city near the border with Egypt. It's a plan that has raised global alarm because of the potential for harm to the hundreds of thousands of civilians sheltering there.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that Israel can't achieve its goal of "total victory" against Hamas without going into Rafah.
The EU leaders would also urge "the Israeli government to refrain from a ground operation in Rafah," saying that "such an operation would have devastating humanitarian consequences and must be avoided." The statement was a draft that could change by the time the summit ends.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a staunch ally of Israel who visited the country on Sunday, said that "we are not for a big offensive in Rafah. I stressed that in Israel myself, and we hope that a longer-lasting cease-fire will now be possible that is also linked to the release of all hostages ... and the handover of the dead."

    


EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said that "what's happening today in Gaza is the failure of humanity. It is not a humanitarian crisis. It is the failure of humanity." The cause, he told reporters, "is not an earthquake, is not a flood. It's bombing."
___
Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-un-palestinians-israel-gaza-ukraine-support-f39d88f1308204b099f0e5b84c83b4ff
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    [image: Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton, left, speaks alongside Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson during a press conference at Genesee County Prosecutor's office in Flint, Mich., on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, announcing Congressman Dan Kildee's brother has been murdered in Vienna Township on Tuesday morning. (Julian Leshay Guadalupe/The Flint Journal via AP)]
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                                        FLINT, Mich. (AP) -- A family member in a hospital recovering from a vehicle crash was arraigned Thursday on murder and other charges in the fatal shooting of a Michigan congressman's brother.
Timothy J. Kildee is accused of killing his father, Timothy E. Kildee, at a Flint-area home Tuesday. The 57-year-old victim was the brother of U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee, a Democrat who represents the region in Congress.
The younger Kildee, 27, heard the 16 charges filed against him while in a bed at Hurley Medical Center. He did not have a lawyer present. 
"Most of them I didn't do. I'd like to exercise my right to remain silent," Timothy J. Kildee told a judge over video conference, according to MLive.com.
He was under police watch and will be taken to jail without bond if released from the hospital.
Investigators said Timothy E. Kildee, 57, was shot during an argument with his son, who demanded his wallet and car key. Timothy J. Kildee, who was involved in an earlier domestic incident elsewhere, was injured in a vehicle crash after the shooting.

    


"Our family is grieving and heartbroken," Dan Kildee said.
Dozens of lawmakers gathered Wednesday on the steps of the U.S. Capitol for a photo to show support for the congressman. Some held signs that said, "We love you, Dan."
The Kildee family is well-known in the Flint area. Dale Kildee, the uncle of Dan and Timothy E., was a member of Congress for more than 30 years. He died in 2021.
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    [image: FILE - Fish is displayed for merchants inside the main port in Dakhla city, Western Sahara, Monday, Dec. 21, 2020. A legal adviser to the European Union's top court has recommended that it annul Europe's fishing agreement with Morocco, which would have allowed European boats to fish for valuable catch off the coast of the disputed Western Sahara. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy, File)]
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                                        RABAT, Morocco (AP) -- A legal adviser to the European Union's top court recommended Thursday that it annul the bloc's fishing agreement with Morocco, which would have allowed European boats to fish for valuable catch off the coast of the disputed Western Sahara.
The advocate general for the Court of Justice of the EU backed the court's earlier ruling and recommended it reject a series of appeals that sought to uphold Europe's Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement with Morocco. The court in 2021 ruled the agreement violated the rights of people from the disputed territory and the Polisario Front, which Europe considers the representatives of the Sahrawi people.
The 2019 agreement lays out how European vessels can fish off of northwest Africa, including in waters adjacent to the disputed territory claimed and administered by Morocco. Advocate General Tamara Capeta said in press release Thursday that it did "not fulfill the requirement to treat the territory of Western Sahara as 'separate and distinct' from that of the Kingdom of Morocco."

    


The court generally follows recommendations from appointed legal experts like Capeta and Thursday's strikes a blow against Morocco and the European authorities who appealed the ruling.




Morocco's Foreign Ministry did not respond to questions about the decision.
The status of the disputed Western Sahara has been a major sticking point between Morocco and the European Union, its biggest trade partner and foreign investor. Agreements between the two sides have allowed Morocco to export millions of valuable fish, melons and tomatoes, though whether they can do so with products from the disputed territory has long been in question.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though the agreement under scrutiny pertains to rights off the northwest African coast, the heart of the issue is about land and sovereignty.
The one-time Spanish colony has been fought over between Morocco and the pro-independence Polisario Front since Spain withdrew in 1975. Morocco considers the territory its southern provinces and governs the majority of the land, except for a small sliver on the eastern side of a sand berm near the Algerian border.

    


Thursday's recommendations come as an increasing number of countries, including 15 EU members, shift their stances to back a Moroccan plan that would offer residents of the resource-rich territory wide-ranging autonomy but not a referendum toward potential independence.
In linked decisions, Capeta also recommended the court not ban the import of tomatoes and melons from the disputed territory to France but require they be labeled as from the Western Sahara, not Morocco.
She also recommended the court side with a European appeal challenging a ruling rejecting a tariff scheme governing trade between Morocco and Europe. She said extending a tariff agreement Europe made with Morocco on products from the disputed territory shouldn't be seen as a violation of the Western Sahara's right to self-determination.
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    [image: Spectators watch plumes of smoke from volcanic activity between Hagafell and Stori-Skogfell, Iceland, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: Members of the Al-Rabaya family break their fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan outside their destroyed home by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: A model presents creations by Rajdeep Ranawat during the Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI) Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) in Mumbai, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)]
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[image: The buildings of the banking district are reflected in the river Main in Frankfurt, Germany, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a St. Patrick's Day brunch with Catholic leaders in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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[image: A person waves an Irish flag while watching the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: A woman throws a bag of trash at police blocking an anti-government demonstration against food scarcity at soup kitchens and economic reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: CEO Jensen Huang speaks about AI and climate during the keynote address of Nvidia GTC in San Jose, Calif., Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]
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[image: Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, celebrates after defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in the final match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: Smoke and explosions rise inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Sunday, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Kelly Ann Laurin and Loucas Ethier, of Canada, perform their pairs short program during the 2024 ISU World Figure Skating Championships in Montreal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 22 | Kelly Ann Laurin and Loucas Ethier, of Canada, perform their pairs short program during the 2024 ISU World Figure Skating Championships in Montreal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Yulia Navalnaya, center, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a queue with other voters at a polling station near the Russian embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday, March 17, 2024. The Russian opposition has called on people to head to polling stations at noon on Sunday in protest as voting takes place on the last day of a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. AP can't confirm that all the voters seen at the polling station at noon were taking part in the opposition protest. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 22 | Yulia Navalnaya, center, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a queue with other voters at a polling station near the Russian embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday, March 17, 2024. The Russian opposition has called on people to head to polling stations at noon on Sunday in protest as voting takes place on the last day of a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. AP can't confirm that all the voters seen at the polling station at noon were taking part in the opposition protest. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking on a visit to his campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 22 | Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking on a visit to his campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 22 | Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Residents bathe in a dam of Unda river, ahead of World Water Day, in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 22 | Residents bathe in a dam of Unda river, ahead of World Water Day, in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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[image: Benfica's Lucia Alves, bottom, challenges for the ball with Lyon's Selma Bacha during the women's Champions League quarterfinals, first leg, soccer match between SL Benfica and Olympique Lyonnais at the Luz Stadium, in Lisbon, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 22 | Benfica's Lucia Alves, bottom, challenges for the ball with Lyon's Selma Bacha during the women's Champions League quarterfinals, first leg, soccer match between SL Benfica and Olympique Lyonnais at the Luz Stadium, in Lisbon, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)
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[image: Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 22 | Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Carson Hume competes in the men's super-G ski race during the U.S. Alpine Championships, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Sun Valley ski resort in Ketchum, Idaho. (AP Photo/John Locher)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 22 | Carson Hume competes in the men's super-G ski race during the U.S. Alpine Championships, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Sun Valley ski resort in Ketchum, Idaho. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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[image: Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 22 | Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Revelers throw flour as they participate in the flour war, a unique colorful flour fight marking the end of the carnival season, in the port town of Galaxidi, some 200 kilometers (120 miles) west of Athens, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 22 | Revelers throw flour as they participate in the flour war, a unique colorful flour fight marking the end of the carnival season, in the port town of Galaxidi, some 200 kilometers (120 miles) west of Athens, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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    [image: Spectators watch plumes of smoke from volcanic activity between Hagafell and Stori-Skogfell, Iceland, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 22 | Spectators watch plumes of smoke from volcanic activity between Hagafell and Stori-Skogfell, Iceland, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)
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Spectators watch plumes of smoke from volcanic activity between Hagafell and Stori-Skogfell, Iceland, Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)
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[image: Members of the Al-Rabaya family break their fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan outside their destroyed home by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 22 | Members of the Al-Rabaya family break their fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan outside their destroyed home by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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Members of the Al-Rabaya family break their fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan outside their destroyed home by the Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: A model presents creations by Rajdeep Ranawat during the Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI) Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) in Mumbai, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 22 | A model presents creations by Rajdeep Ranawat during the Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI) Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) in Mumbai, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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A model presents creations by Rajdeep Ranawat during the Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI) Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) in Mumbai, India, Friday, March 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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[image: The buildings of the banking district are reflected in the river Main in Frankfurt, Germany, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 22 | The buildings of the banking district are reflected in the river Main in Frankfurt, Germany, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a St. Patrick's Day brunch with Catholic leaders in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 22 | President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a St. Patrick's Day brunch with Catholic leaders in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a St. Patrick's Day brunch with Catholic leaders in the East Room of the White House, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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[image: A person waves an Irish flag while watching the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 22 | A person waves an Irish flag while watching the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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A person waves an Irish flag while watching the St. Patrick's Day parade, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Boston's South Boston neighborhood. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: A woman throws a bag of trash at police blocking an anti-government demonstration against food scarcity at soup kitchens and economic reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 22 | A woman throws a bag of trash at police blocking an anti-government demonstration against food scarcity at soup kitchens and economic reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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A woman throws a bag of trash at police blocking an anti-government demonstration against food scarcity at soup kitchens and economic reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: CEO Jensen Huang speaks about AI and climate during the keynote address of Nvidia GTC in San Jose, Calif., Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]
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CEO Jensen Huang speaks about AI and climate during the keynote address of Nvidia GTC in San Jose, Calif., Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)
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[image: Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, celebrates after defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in the final match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 22 | Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, celebrates after defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in the final match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, celebrates after defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in the final match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Indian Wells, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 22 | Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Smoke and explosions rise inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Sunday, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Kelly Ann Laurin and Loucas Ethier, of Canada, perform their pairs short program during the 2024 ISU World Figure Skating Championships in Montreal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 22 | Kelly Ann Laurin and Loucas Ethier, of Canada, perform their pairs short program during the 2024 ISU World Figure Skating Championships in Montreal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Kelly Ann Laurin and Loucas Ethier, of Canada, perform their pairs short program during the 2024 ISU World Figure Skating Championships in Montreal, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Yulia Navalnaya, center, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a queue with other voters at a polling station near the Russian embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday, March 17, 2024. The Russian opposition has called on people to head to polling stations at noon on Sunday in protest as voting takes place on the last day of a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. AP can't confirm that all the voters seen at the polling station at noon were taking part in the opposition protest. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 22 | Yulia Navalnaya, center, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a queue with other voters at a polling station near the Russian embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday, March 17, 2024. The Russian opposition has called on people to head to polling stations at noon on Sunday in protest as voting takes place on the last day of a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. AP can't confirm that all the voters seen at the polling station at noon were taking part in the opposition protest. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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Yulia Navalnaya, center, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a queue with other voters at a polling station near the Russian embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday, March 17, 2024. The Russian opposition has called on people to head to polling stations at noon on Sunday in protest as voting takes place on the last day of a presidential election that is all but certain to extend President Vladimir Putin's rule after he clamped down on dissent. AP can't confirm that all the voters seen at the polling station at noon were taking part in the opposition protest. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking on a visit to his campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 22 | Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking on a visit to his campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking on a visit to his campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow, Russia, early Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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Chin Choeun, 54, climbs down a palm tree at Trapang Ampel village, outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Choeun spends nearly 12 hours a day collecting sap from palm trees that he and his wife turn into palm sugar. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Residents bathe in a dam of Unda river, ahead of World Water Day, in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 22 | Residents bathe in a dam of Unda river, ahead of World Water Day, in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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Residents bathe in a dam of Unda river, ahead of World Water Day, in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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[image: Benfica's Lucia Alves, bottom, challenges for the ball with Lyon's Selma Bacha during the women's Champions League quarterfinals, first leg, soccer match between SL Benfica and Olympique Lyonnais at the Luz Stadium, in Lisbon, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 22 | Benfica's Lucia Alves, bottom, challenges for the ball with Lyon's Selma Bacha during the women's Champions League quarterfinals, first leg, soccer match between SL Benfica and Olympique Lyonnais at the Luz Stadium, in Lisbon, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)
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Benfica's Lucia Alves, bottom, challenges for the ball with Lyon's Selma Bacha during the women's Champions League quarterfinals, first leg, soccer match between SL Benfica and Olympique Lyonnais at the Luz Stadium, in Lisbon, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)
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[image: Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 22 | Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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Debris scatters the ground near damaged homes following a severe storm Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: Carson Hume competes in the men's super-G ski race during the U.S. Alpine Championships, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Sun Valley ski resort in Ketchum, Idaho. (AP Photo/John Locher)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 22 | Carson Hume competes in the men's super-G ski race during the U.S. Alpine Championships, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Sun Valley ski resort in Ketchum, Idaho. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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Carson Hume competes in the men's super-G ski race during the U.S. Alpine Championships, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Sun Valley ski resort in Ketchum, Idaho. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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[image: Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 22 | Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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Rohingya refugees stand on their capsized boat before being rescued in the waters off West Aceh, Indonesia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The wooden boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslims capsized off Indonesia's northernmost coast on Wednesday, according to local fishermen. (AP Photo/Reza Saifullah)
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[image: Revelers throw flour as they participate in the flour war, a unique colorful flour fight marking the end of the carnival season, in the port town of Galaxidi, some 200 kilometers (120 miles) west of Athens, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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Revelers throw flour as they participate in the flour war, a unique colorful flour fight marking the end of the carnival season, in the port town of Galaxidi, some 200 kilometers (120 miles) west of Athens, Monday, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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A volcano erupts again in Iceland. A boat carrying dozens of Rohingya Muslim refugees who survived a night at sea after their boat capsized were being rescued off Indonesia's northernmost coast. A family breaks their fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan outside their home destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, Gaza Strip. An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over the northern Gaza Strip. Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks at his campaign headquarters after the presidential election in Moscow. Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Alexey Navalny, stands in a line with other voters at a polling station near the Russian Embassy in Berlin, after noon Sunday.
This gallery highlights some of the most compelling images published in the past week by The Associated Press.
This selection was curated by AP Photo Editor Pamela Hassell in New York.
___
Follow AP visual journalism:
AP Images blog: http://apimagesblog.com
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/apnews
X: http://twitter.com/AP_Images
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[image: Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks with the media as he arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering on Thursday to thrash out new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine, and to discuss the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, right, arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: A giant European Union flag hangs from a building as smaller ones adorn a main street in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders meeting in Brussels are expected to give a greenlight to Bosnia and Herzegovina to open membership talks once certain conditions are met. (AP Photo/Eldar Emric)]
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[image: Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, right, arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, right, arrives for a EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, March 21, 2024. European Union leaders are gathering to consider new ways to help boost arms and ammunition production for Ukraine. Leaders will also discuss in Thursday's summit the war in Gaza amid deep concern about Israeli plans to launch a ground offensive in the city of Rafah. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders were poised to agree in principle Thursday to open membership negotiations with Bosnia-Herzegovina, even though the Western Balkan country must still do a lot of work before talks can begin.
The 27 leaders were expected to give the political green light at a summit in Brussels after the European Commission -- the EU's executive arm -- last week agreed to start talks in spite of deep lingering ethnic divisions in the nation with 3.2 million inhabitants.
In the latest version of the draft summit conclusions, leaders said that "the European Council decides to open accession negotiations with Bosnia and Herzegovina."
The draft emphasizes the need for Bosnia to keep on taking "all relevant steps set out" by the Commission that include economic, judicial and political reforms as well as better efforts to tackle corruption and money laundering.

    


Bosnia is riven by ethnic divisions, even decades after the 1992-95 war that tore the country apart, leaving more than 100,000 people dead and millions displaced.
In 2022, Bosnia was granted candidate status. For candidates to join the EU, they have to go through a lengthy process to align their laws and standards with those of the bloc and show their institutions and economies meet democratic norms.




Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said upon his arrival in Brussels that a lot of work still needs to be done before the country can really get into the thick of negotiations with the bloc.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's crucial that Bosnia will fulfil all the necessary actions in the Commission's report so that you really will have ticked all the boxes," Rutte said.
Gitanas Nauseda, the president of Lithuania, said he supports Bosnia's candidacy, but with strings attached.
"We have to respect the rules, rules of game, implementation of all necessary requirements," he said.
Bosnia-Herzegovina is one of six nations from the region -- the others are Albania, Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro and North Macedonia -- which are at different stages of the EU membership process. 

    


Their entry to the bloc has been stalled for years. But after Russia's war on Ukraine, EU officials are more keen on trying to lure them away from the Kremlin's influence.
In addition to the incomplete internal reforms damaging its bid, Bosnia is still ethnically and politically divided, and is perhaps the most fragile of the Balkan countries.
Separatist Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik, who is pro-Russia, continues to undermine the presidency and other political functions in the country. In December, Dodik told The Associated Press that he intended to keep weakening the country to the point where it fell apart.
The latest US intelligence annual threat assessment published last month noted that Dodik "is taking provocative steps to neutralize international oversight in Bosnia and secure de facto secession for his Republika Srpska. His action could prompt leaders of the Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) population to bolster their own capacity to protect their interests and possibly lead to violent conflicts that could overwhelm peacekeeping forces." 

    


German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said he was "very much for" moving a step forward "after the many efforts that have been made in Bosnia-Herzegovina."
"As a whole, the states of the Western Balkans also must be able to rely on us," he said. "The promise that they would be able to become members of the European Union was made ... more than 20 years ago in Thessaloniki, and now we need the next steps."
In anticipation of a positive outcome, EU flags could be seen hanging throughout Bosnia's capital Sarajevo, where citizens and officials alike hailed the prospects of their country moving forward in its bid.
Adnan Balvanovic, a resident of Sarajevo, believes EU integration is "something Bosnia needs, to make its way forward, to develop. It can finally become a normal state like its citizens want it to be. It is also good for us, young people who want to stay in Bosnia Hercegovina."
Pensioner Jasmina Kadusic agreed "it would be nice" if Bosnia joined the EU but warned that the process has already taken too long and that "our politicans are not doing enough to make it happen."
___
Eldar Emric in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Raf Casert and Lorne Cook in Brussels, contributed to this report.
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- In an open letter, 27 Nobel laureates have demanded the release of all political prisoners in Belarus including Ales Bialiatski, the winner of the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize.
The Nobel laureates said the situation in Belarus is a "humanitarian catastrophe" and called for an immediate end to political repression in the country of 9.5 million people, which is isolated in Europe but a close ally of neighboring Russia.
"Over the past four years, more than 50,000 people have been subjected to political repression in Belarus, hundreds of thousands of citizens have been forced to leave the country, and thousands of people have been tortured", the open letter signed by the laureates and published online says.
They include journalists, academics, doctors, musicians, students and defenders of human rights. 
Bialiatski, 61, was arrested after an unprecedented wave of mass demonstrations against the disputed result of a presidential election in 2020. In 2022, while in custody awaiting trial, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The following year he was convicted of financing actions violating public order and smuggling and sentenced to 10 years in prison. 

    


His wife, Natalia Pinchuk, told The Associated Press that Bialiatski has been in solitary confinement for more than six months in conditions she described as "torture."




The letter was signed by four Nobel peace laureates including Dmitry Muratov from Russia and Alexandra Matviichuk from Ukraine. It was also signed by literature laureates including Svetlana Alexievich from Belarus as well as 19 others who hold prizes in the fields of physics, chemistry, medicine and economics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In recent decades, Europe has not seen a humanitarian catastrophe related to political repression on such a per capita scale as in Belarus," activist Dmitry Bolkunets said in a letter posted on his website. He is in exile in Warsaw.

    


Today there are 1,411 political prisoners behind bars in Belarus, says the human rights group Viasna. The prisoners families' and rights groups say they are kept in conditions akin to torture and are deprived of medical care.
Belarusian authorities have been accused of keeping opposition leaders in complete isolation and of depriving them of communication with their lawyers and relatives.
Exiled Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya told AP she has not heard from her imprisoned husband Siarhei Tsikhanouski for more than a year, a form of torture for both of them, she said. For more than a year there also has been no information from opposition activists Viktar Babaryka, Maria Kolesnikova, Maxim Znak and Mikola Statkevich.
There are reports on almost a daily basis from human rights activists about the arrest of activists, journalists, and lawyers as well as police raids inside Belarus.
The Nobel laureates are calling on all European Union governments to take immediate action to pressure the government of President Alexander Lukashenko to stop the "brutal repression" in Belarus and release all political prisoners.

    


The letter calls on Poland, as Belarus's largest western neighbor, to exert its influence by suspending the rail transport of goods to the EU from Belarus, including shipments in transit from Russia and China.
"The commercial interests that European countries have cannot outweigh the issues of their national security and their duty to save innocent people being victimized in Belarus," the letter says.
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                                        LJUBLJANA, Slovenia (AP) -- A Russian diplomat has been declared persona non grata in Slovenia and ordered to leave the European Union country within seven days, its Foreign Ministry said Thursday. 
Slovenia is expelling the Russian diplomat over "activities incompatible with the diplomatic status," the ministry said in a statement. It provided no further details.
Slovenia and Russia already have reduced the number of staff working at their embassies in Ljubljana and Moscow. A number of other EU countries have expelled Russian diplomats since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022.
Last year, authorities in Slovenia apprehended two Russian spies who used a real estate and antiques agency as a cover for their activities in the Alpine nation.
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[image: Slovakia's Foreign Minister Juraj Blanar, right, and his Hungarian counterpart Peter Szijjarto, right, attend a photo call as they meet in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Czech Republic's Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky, right, and his counterpart from Poland Radoslaw Sikorski, left, pose for a photo as they meet in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Czech Republic's Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky, right, and his counterpart from Poland Radoslaw Sikorski, left, pose for a photo as they meet in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Czech Republic's Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky, right, and his counterpart from Poland Radoslaw Sikorski, left, pose for a photo as they meet in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Four Central European countries remain deeply divided over how to resolve Russia's war against Ukraine, their foreign ministers said Thursday.
The foreign ministers from the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia met Thursday and discussed a Czech plan to acquire ammunition that Ukraine badly needs from third countries outside the European Union.
"It's necessary to boost support for Ukraine in all areas including military assistance," Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky said.
Under the plan, the Czechs seek to obtain 800,000 artillery shells for Ukraine. Czech leaders previously said the first shells should be delivered to Ukraine no later than June.
At least 18 countries have joined the initiative, Czech leaders have previously said.
Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski called the Czech plan an "excellent idea."

    


"We're very happy to contribute," he said. Sikorski said Poland would contribute funds as well as help deliver the ammunition to the front.
But the foreign ministers of Hungary and Slovakia said they are not ready to change their strict refusal to provide arms to Ukraine.




"Hungary has not and will not send any weapons to Ukraine," Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto said.
Slovakia's view has not changed because "the conflict doesn't have a military solution," its foreign minister, Juraj Blanar, said.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    [image: FILE - Members of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo protest in San Martin Square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 21, 1977. Week after week, since April 1977, the mothers of disappeared children have gathered at the square that provided the group with its name, despite being discredited during the dictatorship as ]
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[image: FILE - The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo and their supporters march in memory of Hebe de Bonafini, leader of the group of women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship (1976 - 1983), and whose own two sons were arrested and disappeared, in the Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 20, 2022. Week after week, since April 1977, the mothers of disappeared children have gathered at the square that provided the group with its name, despite being discredited during the dictatorship as ]
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[image: Nora Cortinas, 94, wears a photo of her disappeared son Gustavo as she poses for a portrait on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. Cortinas became one of many mothers whose children were kidnapped by the state when her son disappeared on April 15, 1977, giving birth to what is today's human rights organization, the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Flowers hang by the names of people who disappeared during Argentina's military dictatorship (1976 - 1983) at Memory Park in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024. Human rights organizations report that 30,000 people disappeared during that period. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: FILE - Mothers of Plaza de Mayo protest the disappearances of their children outside the Casa Rosada presidential office in Buenos Aires, Argentina April 27, 1995. The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo is a human rights organization created by women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship that ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983. (AP Photo/Eduardo Di Baia, File)]
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[image: FILE - Taty Almeida waves during an event marking International Women's Day in Buenos Aires, Argentina, March 8, 2024. Almeida's 20-year-old son Alejandro vanished in June 1975. For four years she searched on her own for her son but in 1979 approached the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, worried that with her family's military background, they would think she was a spy. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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[image: A mural of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, whose children disappeared during the military dictatorship (1976 - 1983), covers a wall at the Museum of Space for Memory and the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights (ESMA) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The ESMA was once the Navy School of Mechanics and housed the most infamous illegal detention center during the dictatorship. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Nora Cortinas, 94, poses for a portrait wearing a photo of her disappeared son Gustavo at her home, decorated with a mural of her, on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. Cortinas became one of many mothers whose children were kidnapped by the state when Gustavo disappeared on April 15, 1977, giving birth to what is today's human rights organization, the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Photographs of people who disappeared during Argentina's dictatorship fill a window at the Museum of Space for Memory and the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights (ESMA) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The ESMA was once the Navy School of Mechanics and housed the most infamous illegal detention center during the dictatorship. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: FILE - Hebe de Bonafini, leader of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, stands on stage during an event marking the 30th anniversary of the organization's first protest demanding the return of their disappeared children and relatives in Buenos Aires, Monday, April 30, 2007. Bonafini's two sons were arrested and disappeared. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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[image: A cyclist rides past a mural honoring the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo is a human rights organization created by women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship that ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | A cyclist rides past a mural honoring the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo is a human rights organization created by women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship that ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 12
A cyclist rides past a mural honoring the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo is a human rights organization created by women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship that ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nora Cortinas holds a scarf embroidered with the name of her missing son Gustavo, which she never leaves home without, at her home on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. Cortinas became one of many mothers whose children were kidnapped by the state when Gustavo disappeared on April 15, 1977, giving birth to what is today's human rights organization, the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Forty-seven years ago, before her hair turned white and she had no need of a wheelchair to march around Argentina's most iconic square, Nora Cortinas made a promise to her son who disappeared: She would search for him until her last breath.
Her commitment sums up the driving force of Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, a human rights organization created by women whose children were kidnapped by the military dictatorship that ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983.
With time, their fight became a symbol of hope and resistance. Their wounds are shared by thousands who protest every year, on March 24, to remember the beginning of the bloodiest period of their country's history.
"They represent the fearless fight of a lot of women who, at all costs, sought the tools to deliver a message," said Carlos Alvarez, 26, during a recent protest against Argentine President Javier Milei. "None of my relatives disappeared, and I still empathize with their struggle."

    


Milei, a right-wing populist who took power in 2023, has minimized the severity of the repression during the dictatorship, alleging that human rights organizations' claim of 30,000 disappearances during that period is false.




Long before Milei, when the military ruled, mothers like Cortinas were discredited as "crazy" and "terrorists," but their quest to learn what happened to their children never ceased.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Week after week, since April 1977, Mothers of Plaza de Mayo have gathered at the square that provided the group with its name. Together with Argentines who hurt with injustices of their own, they meet each Thursday, at 3:30 p.m., and circle around Plaza de Mayo's pyramid.
"The story of my life is the story of all Mothers of Plaza de Mayo," said Cortinas, who will soon turn 94. "We don't know anything about our children. A disappearance means you don't know anything; there is no way to explain it."

    


Her eldest son, Gustavo, was 24 when he disappeared on his way to work. An admirer of Evita Peron, he was a militant of Montoneros, a Peronist guerrilla organization whose members were targeted by the military in the 1970s.
"When they took my son, on April 15, 1977, I went out to look for him and I encountered other mothers whose children had also been kidnapped," Cortinas said. 
Filled with uncertainty, Cortinas and other mothers held their first gatherings at a local church where the bishop offered nothing but disdain. Frustrated, one of them said: "Enough, we need to gain visibility."
They headed to Plaza de Mayo, where the presidential office is located, and where police unexpectedly provoked their symbolic march around the square. 
A state of emergency was in place, preventing Argentines from gathering, so police officers screamed at them: "Move, ladies, move!"
And so, in pairs, crying silently without knowing that they would come back every Thursday for the rest of their lives, the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo walked.
THE STORY BEHIND THEIR WHITE SCARVES
By October 1977, when Mothers of Plaza de Mayo decided to join a pilgrimage to the city of Lujan, most of them felt let down by the Catholic Church.

    


Though they sought the church's help and comfort, many of their once trusted priests told them to go home and pray.
To gain exposure, one mother suggested carrying a pole with a blue or red cloth, but another replied that it wouldn't be visible. "Let's use one of our children's diapers to cover our heads," another mother said. "We all keep at least one of them, right?" And they all did.
After the pilgrimage, while other parishioners prayed for the pope, the sick and the very same priests who turned their back on them, the mothers prayed for the disappeared.
Cortinas treasures the scarf she wore that day. She has had four or five scarves since then, with her son's name embroidered in blue thread.
"It makes me very proud, knowing they bear Gustavo's name," Cortinas said. "He was a fighter, one of those who are necessary nowadays to change the world."
Cortinas never leaves her home without her white scarf. She mostly wears it during the Thursday march at Plaza de Mayo, but she always keeps it inside her handbag, next to a picture of Gustavo that she hangs from her neck at public events.

    


The scarves have multiplied over four decades. They can be seen on murals, tiles, pins and protest signs.
"I see them, and I feel hope," said Luz Solvez, 36, on a recent day in Buenos Aires. "It is a symbol that summarizes part of our history. All the cruelty, how horrible it was, but also how they (the Mothers) took it on the side of justice instead of revenge."
A few years ago, Graciela Franco's daughter asked her to get identical tattoos. Franco wanted it "to be something truly meaningful." Now, mother and daughter have a row of scarves on their forearms.
Since 2017, Franco has worked with ceramist Carolina Umansky on a project called " 30 Thousand Scarves for Memory," which honors the 30,000 people who disappeared during the dictatorship.

    


They have produced and given away 400 ceramic tiles with images of scarves to symbolize the Mothers' fight and the need for historic memory. Their hope is that the tiles be placed in plain sight, particularly at entrances to homes.
"The idea is that they permanently generate a question," Umansky said. "That anyone who looks at them asks: Why is this scarf in this house?"
A MOTHER WILL NEVER LOSE HOPE
Taty Almeida's feels as if her old self -- the one before her son Alejandro, 20, went missing -- is gone. His disappearance so profoundly changed her that it's as if she's been reborn in her despair and search for him.
"Alejandro gave birth to me," Almeida, 93, said. "I am happy to have given birth to my three children, but Ale gave birth to me."
She was unaware of her son's militant connections when he vanished in June 1975. She was a deeply Catholic woman, raised by an Argentine general, who wrongfully blamed the Peronists for his disappearance.
"I couldn't think that my acquaintances (the military) were the culprits," Almeida said. "I went to them, but never got any help."
For four years, she looked for her son on her own. It wasn't until 1979 that she found the courage to approach the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. 
With her background, she worried they would think she was a spy. But once inside the house that they used as a headquarters, no one asked her political affiliation, religion or personal views. Just the one question all aching mothers were asked: "Who are you missing?"
"When they touched the most precious thing a woman has, a child, we went out like crazy, as they called us, to scream, to raise questions, to look for our children," Almeida said.
Her faith is not lost but changed. Though she no longer attends Mass and is aware of the complicity that the Catholic Church played during the dictatorship, she still believes in God.
After 48 years of searching, she wears her white scarf to all protests and shares her story with journalists and younger generations, who she trusts will take the lead once the Mothers are all gone.
"I'm sure that Alejandro is very proud of me," Almeida said. "That gives me strength."
She wonders what he would look like today. Perhaps now, at age 69, would his curly hair have turned gray? Would he wear glasses? Would he have given her grandchildren?
"I always say that Alejandro is present, but no. He is gone."
Even so, she says, there will always be hope and the fight does not end.
Argentine forensic anthropologists are identifying more and more remains of people who disappeared during the dictatorship. If they were to find Alejandro's remains, she could finally grieve, bring him flowers, pray to him.
"I don't want to leave without first, at least, being able to touch Alejandro's bones."
____
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration  with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    [image: Russia President Vladimir Putin delivers a speech as he meets his authorised representatives for the presidential election campaign in the Andreyevsky Hall of the Great Kremlin Palace, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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                                        President Vladimir Putin on Thursday thanked Russians for casting ballots in a presidential vote in which he cemented his grip on the country for another six years after the harshest crackdown on dissent since Soviet times.
Any public criticism of Putin or his war in Ukraine has been stifled, independent media have been crippled, Putin's fiercest political foe, Alexei Navalny, died in an Arctic prison last month and other opposition activists are either in jail or in exile. Western leaders denounced the election as a sham. 
Speaking in a video address following the announcement of the final results of the March 15-17 election which showed him winning 87% of the votes, Putin argued that it reflected strong public backing of his policies.
"It means support for the country's political and economic course, our common achievements that, of course, should be even greater but even now make Russia stronger and more independent," he said.

    


The Central Election Commission on Thursday released the final official results of the balloting, which showed Putin getting over 76 million votes, the largest number in his nearly quarter-century rule. His three token rivals from Kremlin-friendly parties who backed Putin's policies each received 3% to 4% of the vote.




In addition to there being little choice, no independent monitoring organizations were able to observe the election and analysts said online polling meant it was highly susceptible to manipulation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While Putin's landslide victory was never in doubt, many Russians still attempted to defy the preordained outcome, heeding a call by Navalny's associates to protest Putin's repression at home and his war in Ukraine by showing up at polling stations at noon on Sunday. Lines outside a number of polling stations both inside Russia and at its embassies around the world swelled at that time.
Putin has led Russia as president or prime minister since December 1999, a tenure marked by international military aggression and increasing intolerance of dissent. At the end of his fifth term, Putin would be the longest-serving Russian leader since Catherine the Great, who ruled during the 18th century.
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    [image: Lawmaker Heike Heubach, front center, the first deaf member of the Bundestag, sits between members of the faction of the German Social Democrats (SPD) at the start of a meeting of the German federal parliament, Bundestag, at the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The German parliament on Thursday welcomed its first deaf lawmaker, who took her place in a development that the house's speaker described as historic. Heike Heubach narrowly missed out on a seat in the Bundestag, in Germany's 2021 election. But she joined the house this week as a replacement for Uli Groetsch. (Kay Nietfeld/dpa via AP)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The German parliament on Thursday welcomed its first deaf lawmaker, who took her place in a moment that the house's speaker described as historic.
Heike Heubach, 44, narrowly missed out on a seat in parliament's lower house, or Bundestag, in Germany's 2021 election. But she joined the house this week as the replacement for Uli Grotsch, a fellow member of Chancellor Olaf Scholz's center-left Social Democrats from Bavaria, who took a newly created job as an independent commissioner for police issues.
Heubach, who has a background as an industrial manager, was welcomed with applause and with raised, waving hands by her fellow lawmakers.
"Today we are actually writing history, if I may say so," speaker Barbel Bas told parliament. "We have the first deaf lawmaker who will work here for her constituency."
A sign language interpreter stood next to the podium to interpret for Heubach when she initially took a place in the front row, German news agency dpa reported. She later moved to a row farther back, with two interpreters sitting in front of her to convey speeches.

    


Heubach will have a fixed place in the plenary hall, unlike most other lawmakers, according to the Bundestag's administration, with interpreters located near her to interpret speeches and her questions. When she makes speeches herself, an interpreter with a microphone will have a place next to the Bundestag's stenographers to interpret for other lawmakers.
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    [image: Congress party treasurer Ajay Maken, left, speaks and displays the notice from Indian taxation authority as party president Mallikarjun Kharge, second right, and senior party leaders Sonia Gandhi, second left, and Rahul Gandhi listen during a press conference at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Congress party president Mallikarjun Kharge, center, and senior party leader Sonia Gandhi, left, listen to Rahul Gandhi during a press conference at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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            3 of 5 | Congress party president Mallikarjun Kharge, center, flanked by senior party leaders Sonia Gandhi, left, and Rahul Gandhi attend a press conference at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Congress party president Mallikarjun Kharge, center, and Rahul Gandhi, right, adjust the microphones for senior party leader Sonia Gandhi to speak during a press conference at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Congress party president Mallikarjun Kharge, right, adjusts the microphones for senior party leader Sonia Gandhi to speak during a press conference at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- The Congress party, India's main opposition political group, accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government on Thursday of stifling democracy and crippling the party by freezing its bank accounts in a tax dispute ahead of national elections.
India has announced that a 6-week-long general election will start April 19, with most polls predicting a victory for Modi and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party.
Rahul Gandhi, a former Congress party chief, said it is unable to campaign properly with its accounts frozen. "We can't support our workers, and our candidates and leaders can't travel by air or train" he told reporters.
"This is a criminal action on the Congress party done by the prime minister and the home minister. The idea that India is a democracy is a lie. There is no democracy in India today," he said.

    


The BJP rejected the allegations, saying the Congress party's bank accounts were partially frozen because it had failed to file an income tax return for cash donations it received in 2017-18 and had therefore lost the tax exemption available to political parties.
Congress party treasurer Ajay Maken said in a statement that the party had received 1.9 billion rupees ($24 million) in donations in 2017-18. He said income tax authorities imposed a 2.1 billion rupee ($25 million) lien on Feb. 13, "virtually sealed" its bank accounts, and then confiscated 1.1 billion rupees ($14 million).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    





BJP President Jagat Prakash Nadda said the Congress party was making the accusations against Indian democracy and institutions because it feared an "historic defeat" in the elections. 
India's Supreme Court is scheduled to take up the Congress party's complaint early next month after it was rejected by tax appeal authorities, BJP spokesman Ravi Shankar Prasad told reporters. 
Voting in India, the world's largest democracy, will stretch over seven phases, with different states voting at different times. Results are to be announced on June 4.
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- For decades, their mission during World War II was a secret. With inflatable tanks, trucks and planes, combined with sound effects, radio trickery, costume uniforms and acting, the American military units that became known as the Ghost Army helped outwit the enemy. Now, they are being awarded the Congressional Gold Medal.
Three of the seven known surviving members are set to attend the ceremony at the U.S. Capitol on Thursday, including 100-year-old Seymour Nussenbaum of Monroe Township, New Jersey. Bernard Bluestein, 100, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois, and John Christman, 99, of Leesburg, New Jersey, are also set to attend.
"It was like putting on a big production," Nussenbaum said. "We have had in some cases people impersonating generals, putting on a general's uniform and walking around the streets."
Nussenbaum, who grew up in New York City, was studying art at the Pratt Institute before he was drafted and eventually joined a unit specializing in camouflage that was part of the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops.

    


"Our mission was to fool the enemy, to put on a big act," said Nussenbaum, a painter who who went on to have a career in commercial art.




The legislation to honor the military units with the Congressional Gold Medal -- Congress' highest honor -- was signed into law by President Joe Biden in 2022. That came after almost a decade of work by family members of the soldiers and Rick Beyer, a filmmaker and author who has who helped bring their story to light after their mission was declassified in 1996. Beyer, president of the the Ghost Army Legacy Project, produced and directed the 2013 documentary "The Ghost Army" and co-authored the 2015 book "The Ghost Army of World War II." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I just want to make sure it's not forgotten," Beyer said. "I think it's a great use of ingenuity, creativity on the battlefield."
The Ghost Army included about 1,100 soldiers in the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops, which carried out about 20 battlefield deceptions in France, Luxembourg, Belgium and Germany, and around 200 soldiers in the 3133rd Signal Company Special, which carried out two deceptions in Italy. 

    


Beyer said their missions, carried out near the front lines, likely saved thousands of American lives. 
One of the biggest missions, called Operation Viersen, came in March 1945 when the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops' deception drew German units away from the point on the Rhine River where the 9th Army was actually crossing. 
"They had hundreds of inflatables set up," Beyer said. "They had their sound trucks operating for multiple nights. They had other units attached to them. They had set up multiple phony headquarters and staffed them with officers who were pretending to be colonels."
"This was an all-hands-on-deck affair and it was completely successful," Beyer said. "It fooled the Germans. They moved their troops to the river opposite where the deception was."
In September 1944, the Ghost Army helped fill a gap in Gen. George Patton's line during an attack on the Germans in the French city of Metz. 

    


"They end up holding this part of the line for eight days, which is really long in terms of doing a deception, trying to keep up appearances," Beyer said.
Kim Seale of Dallas will be among the family members attending the ceremony. His father's work in the Ghost Army came as a surprise to him when -- about six months after his father's death at the age of 84 in 2001 -- he spoke to a Ghost Army member who was putting together a reunion.
"I said, 'What do you mean, Ghost Army?'" Seale said.
"My Dad never talked about it," Seale said. "He kept the oath."
He said his father, Oscar Seale, who was a captain, had told him that at one point during the war that he had transitioned from a tank division to serving as a courier. Seale said he now thinks that's when his father joined the Ghost Army. 
"It's been a 20-plus year journey of learning about the Ghost Army, learning about what my Dad did, learning about what the men did and just being amazed at that story," he said.
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    [image: FILE - Vietnam's Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan listens during a working lunch with Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store in Oslo, on Nov. 23, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (Emilie Holtet/NTB Scanpix via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan shakes hands with Japanese Crown Prince Akishino, not shown, at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Sept. 21, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan meets with Danish Crown Prince Frederik, not shown, at the Amalienborg Castle in Copenhagen, on Nov. 22, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnam's President Vo Van Thuong addresses the media during a joint press conference with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida after their meeting at the prime minister's official residence in Tokyo, Japan, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong resigned after a little over a year in the position, state media VN Express reported. His resignation takes place amid an intense anti-corruption campaign that has hit the highest echelons of the Communist Party. (Richard A. Brooks/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnam's President Vo Van Thuong arrives at Beijing Capital International Airport to attend the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, China, Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong resigned after a little over a year in the position, state media VN Express reported. His resignation takes place amid an intense anti-corruption campaign that has hit the highest echelons of the Communist Party. (Parker Song/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Vietnam's Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan listens during a working lunch with Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store in Oslo, on Nov. 23, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (Emilie Holtet/NTB Scanpix via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan shakes hands with Japanese Crown Prince Akishino, not shown, at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Sept. 21, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan meets with Danish Crown Prince Frederik, not shown, at the Amalienborg Castle in Copenhagen, on Nov. 22, 2023. Xuan will serve as acting President after former President Vo Van Thuong resigned, after a little over a year in the position, amid an intense anti-corruption campaign, according to party mouthpiece Tuoi Tre. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnam's President Vo Van Thuong addresses the media during a joint press conference with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida after their meeting at the prime minister's official residence in Tokyo, Japan, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023. Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong resigned after a little over a year in the position, state media VN Express reported. His resignation takes place amid an intense anti-corruption campaign that has hit the highest echelons of the Communist Party. (Richard A. Brooks/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vietnam's President Vo Van Thuong arrives at Beijing Capital International Airport to attend the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, China, Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong resigned after a little over a year in the position, state media VN Express reported. His resignation takes place amid an intense anti-corruption campaign that has hit the highest echelons of the Communist Party. (Parker Song/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Vietnam's Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan will serve as acting president after the previous president's resignation a year into the position, a Communist Party newspaper reported Thursday.
Analysts said a permanent candidate was unlikely to be selected soon, underscoring the growing concerns among foreign investors about political instability in the Southeast Asian nation that is a growing manufacturing hub and sits at the middle of the U.S.-China competition for global influence.
Xuan, 54, became vice president in 2021 and she will be serving as acting president for the second time, the Tuoi Tre daily reported. 
On Wednesday, President Vo Van Thuong resigned due to unspecified violations that hurt the perception and reputation of the party and the state, the Communist Party said. Thuong's predecessor Nguyen Xuan Phuc had resigned last year to take "political responsibility" for corruption scandals during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

    


Although the violations were not detailed, analysts said the party's language made it clear he was implicated in the anti-corruption campaign.




That the youngest president in Vietnam's modern history, once considered the protege of Communist Party chief Nguyen Phu Trong, 79, became its shortest-tenured is a "political earthquake," said Nguyen Khac Giang, an analyst at Singapore's ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute.
And it is likely to be followed by a "very complicated" succession within the party that'll likely last until the all-important National Congress in 2026 -- the party's most important meeting when the successor to the Trong, Vietnam's most powerful politician, will be determined.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ideologically conservative Trong has held the position since 2011 and Thuong's departure highlights the reach of the anti-corruption drive that has been Trong's "most important legacy," Giang added.
Concerns about Trong's health mean the largely ceremonial position of the president is crucial. The position is ranked third in terms of political power but is second in the official hierarchy and in line for the top job, Giang said.

    


"Until now, no one ... wanted to take the presidency position as it lacked power. But at the same time, that position will put someone in a very good position to run for the next party's leadership position," he said.
Thuong resigned days after the former head of central Vietnam's Quang Ngai province was arrested on allegations of corruption that date from Thuong's time as party chief in the province. The former head was part of an investigation into a real estate firm Phuc Son Group for alleged forgery.
The fact that the alleged violations were reported by the Central Inspection Commission, the Communist Party's mechanism for carrying out the anti-corruption campaign, implied that Thuong was "implicated in the anti-corruption" campaign, Giang said.
Police are investigating two projects by the Phuc Son Group and say they've found evidence of tax evasion of over $14 million, including the redevelopment of an old U.S. air base.

    


Vietnam has tried to strike a balance between its larger neighbor China and the U.S. while positioning itself as an ideal home for businesses looking to shift their supply chains out of China. Last year, it was the only country that received both President Joe Biden and China's President Xi Jinping on state visits.
The newly disclosed investigation is part of an anti-corruption drive Trong has described as a "blazing furnace," and it has meant greater power for both state and party enforcement agencies. It also has helped cement the top leader's authority, but Giang said party factions have also sought to use it to purge rivals. 
Analysts have warned that the anti-corruption drive has hurt Vietnam's business environment, making foreign investors jittery about unpredictable economic policies.
Rumors of a potential political change flared after a state visit to Vietnam by the Dutch royal family was postponed due to "due to domestic circumstances," according to a statement from the Dutch Royal house. The World Bank president likewise put off a visit planned for this week.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vietnam-president-anti-corruption-campaign-c7df6dbd8543895669aed5775fa349ce
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    [image: Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., listens to a speaker during an event at AFSCME Council 13 offices, March 14, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Republican David McCormick, a candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, speaks during an event at the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association offices, March 15, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. McCormick wants to unseat Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, who is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., poses for a photo at a campaign event at AFSCME Council 13 offices, March 14, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., smiles while speaking during an event at AFSCME Council 13 offices, March 14, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Republican David McCormick, a candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, speaks during an event at the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association offices, March 15, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. McCormick wants to unseat Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, who is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., poses for a photo at a campaign event at AFSCME Council 13 offices, March 14, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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[image: Republican David McCormick, a candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, speaks during an event at the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association offices, March 15, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. McCormick wants to unseat Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, who is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Republican David McCormick, a candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, speaks during an event at the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association offices, March 15, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. McCormick wants to unseat Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, who is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
Republican David McCormick, a candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, speaks during an event at the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association offices, March 15, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. McCormick wants to unseat Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, who is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., smiles while speaking during an event at AFSCME Council 13 offices, March 14, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in trying to reframe the election-year narrative around inflation, a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on the all-important voter issue of the economy. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Democratic Sen. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania leaned into the podium, almost past the microphone, to make his point to the union crowd about how mad corporate leaders are at him.
"But I got news for them," Casey told Dauphin County Democrats and AFSCME members. "They should get used to it. Because I'm going to continue to prosecute the case on greedflation and shrinkflation."
For Democrats trying to defend the White House and Senate majority, Casey is emerging as the tip of the spear in attacking "greedflation" -- a blunt term for corporations that jack up prices and rip off shoppers to maximize profits -- and trying to reframe the election-year narrative about the economy.
Fast-rising prices over the past four years have opened a key soft spot in 2024 for Democrats on an important voter concern, with polls showing that inflation is weighing down President Joe Biden in his bid for a second term against Donald Trump.

    


It is perhaps no coincidence that Casey is trying to help Biden by making the case against greedflation in the critical presidential swing state he represents, where a victory for Democrats is crucial to keeping the White House and Senate.




No Democrat has won the White House without Pennsylvania's support since Harry S. Truman in 1948, and a Casey loss would likely guarantee Republican control of a Senate currently divided by the narrowest of margins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Casey, running for a fourth term, argues that consumer prices are high primarily because of greedflation, a term coined to target corporate profiteering at shoppers' expense under the cover of inflation. Casey also is attacking greedflation's cousin, "shrinkflation": a seemingly covert way for companies to raise prices by slightly reducing product size, like shortening candy bars or putting fewer potato chips in the bag.
For Casey, the argument lines up neatly with the populist politics that have made him a favorite of labor unions, and he has taken on the job with gusto, seemingly spending more time attacking greedflation than his actual opponent in November, Republican David McCormick.

    


Inflation hit a four-decade high of 9.1% in 2022, more than enough to get the attention of consumers. And blaming greedflation for high prices is perhaps a potent argument both to direct the anger of the squeezed wage earner and deflect Republican accusations that spending under Biden -- including his $1.9 trillion pandemic relief package -- caused higher prices.
McCormick, a former hedge fund CEO, calls Casey's contentions "nonsense" and blamed federal spending under Biden and rising energy prices.
"This greedflation-shrinkflation thing is trying to distract the conversation about what really happened," McCormick said in an interview.
Economists generally don't subscribe to either side's black-and-white explanation.
Instead, they tend to list many forces that played a role in global inflation during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, including pandemic-fueled supply-chain shortages worldwide, a strong labor market pushing up wages and Russia's attack on Ukraine creating energy and food bottlenecks.

    


Prices in the U.S. remain about 20%, on average, above where they were before the pandemic. 
But the U.S. government's largely successful efforts to rein in inflation without nudging the economy into recession haven't convinced people that credit is due, especially as rising food and housing prices defy overall slowing inflation rates.
The issue of the economy is No. 1 for many voters, and polls show the impact of inflation is weighing on how voters feel about Biden, despite improving views of the economy, said Christopher Borick, director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion in Allentown. 
Borick said he has seen evidence that voters will buy the argument that companies jacked up prices to take advantage of inflation. But, even if they do, voters won't necessarily give a pass to Biden and Democrats.
"They still are feeling the effects of inflation and their anger could be placed in multiple settings," Borick said.

    


Casey has worked mightily to drag greedflation into the spotlight.
He has issued reports, written stern letters to trade associations, gone on national cable news shows and introduced legislation ordering the Federal Trade Commission to investigate price-gouging and shrinkflation as unfair trade practices.
"A lot of these companies said, 'Oh, well, consumers can just decide not to buy a certain product,'" Casey said in an interview. "It's like when you go to the grocery store, you got to get food every week. You got to get household items every week or every other week. You don't have the choice to, you know, defer purchases for six months. It's not like buying a new television set."
He bent Biden's ear about it during a Biden visit to Pennsylvania in January -- and subsequently Biden blasted shrinkflation in a video released on Super Bowl Sunday and highlighted a social media post by the "Sesame Street" character Cookie Monster that said, "Me hate shrinkflation! Me cookies are getting smaller."

    


In his State of the Union speech, Biden again railed against shrinkflation and promised to crack down on price gouging and "deceptive pricing."
"Pass Bobby Casey's bill and stop this," Biden said. "I really mean it."
Then, in likely the only mention ever of Snickers candy in a State of the Union address, Biden added: "You probably all saw that commercial on Snickers bars. And you get charged the same amount, and you got about, I don't know, 10% fewer Snickers in it."
Mars Inc., which makes Snickers, said it hasn't reduced the size of Snickers bars. 
Casey's argument goes beyond political messaging and blame terminology. 
It's rooted in a report published last year by the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. In it, Fed researchers say corporate profits contributed 100% of overall inflation in the first year of the recovery and 41% of inflation in 2021-22 -- a dynamic similar to other recoveries in the last 70 years. 
The Fed's researchers described it as companies being "forward-looking" by raising prices in anticipation of higher costs.
In one common refrain, Casey asserts that inflation rose by 14% from July 2020 through July 2022, while corporate profits rose by 75% -- five times faster. Using federal data, Casey projects that roughly $3,200 of the nearly $5,600 more spent by the average American family in 2021 is due to "corporate profit-taking."
Some economists say companies can be less restrained by the usual competition in the midst of inflationary price hikes -- and take advantage of temporary market power to pad profits.
The liberal economic advocacy group Groundwork Collaborative, for instance, compiled a list of times when corporate executives extolled their profits or price increases, and talked of issuing stock buybacks, increasing dividends or benefiting from high prices or high interest rates.
However, some researchers caution that the extent of profit-taking can be overstated.
Ahmed Rahman, an associate professor of economics at Lehigh University, said corporate profits have added to the inflationary winds, but he doesn't see enough compelling evidence that greedflation is an important part of inflation, let alone the major driver.
Focusing on corporate profitability is "glib," Rahman said. "It's a little bit easy. It resonates during political cycles."
Prices aren't going back down, Rahman and other economists say, and it's more useful for politicians to talk about the impact of upstream markets -- like grain, oil and computer chips -- when talking about the price of consumer products like potato chips or candy bars.
Besides, even if corporations raised prices more than costs justified, that's their job, said Z. John Zhang, director of the Penn Wharton China Center at the University of Pennsylvania. Instead of blaming the companies, he said, people should blame the decisions that led to inflation.
"It's politics and this is really a matter of politicians trying to shift blame for policy-induced inflation," Zhang said. "And obviously if I were in Biden's position, that probably is a button I'm going to push, too. It seems to be believable."
___
AP Economics Writer Christopher Rugaber in Washington contributed to this report.
__
Follow Marc Levy: http://twitter.com/timelywriter
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[image: President Joe Biden walks to his motorcade after departing Air Force One, Wednesday March 20, 2024, on arrival at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- President Joe Biden opened a new line of attack against former President Donald Trump on Wednesday, asking and answering the classic "are you better off today than you were four years ago" question to remind voters of what it was like when Trump was in office.
The Democratic president also criticized Trump for saying over the weekend that a "bloodbath" would follow if he loses to Biden again in November. Trump and his allies defended the rhetoric, saying the Republican's comments were about the U.S. auto industry. Trump's critics had a different take.
"Folks, we can't stand for this," Biden said in his first public comments on Trump's "bloodbath" claim. "We have to say it as Americans, as Democrats, as independents, as Republicans, that there's no place for political violence ... ever. Period."
Biden sought to turn the tables on Trump with the "better off" riff. 

    


"Speaking of Donald Trump, just a few days ago, he asked the famous question at one of his rallies: Are you better off today than you were four years ago?" Biden said at a pair of Dallas-area campaign fundraisers, one of which brought in $2.5 million, one of the hosts said. 




"Well Donald, I'm glad you asked that question man because I hope everyone in the country takes a moment to think back when it was like in March of 2020," Biden said. 
The Democratic president reminded the audience that the coronavirus had reached America, hospital emergency rooms were overcrowded, first responders were risking their lives to care for the sick and some nurses wore trash bags due to the scarcity of personal protective equipment. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Morgues were being set up outside of hospitals because so many people were dying, unemployment shot up, the stock market crashed and grocery store shelves were bare, Biden said.
"And we were even in a toilet paper crisis," he added, before he began to describe a turnaround after Trump.

    


"Donald Trump is no longer president, that's the first thing," Biden said, adding that COVID is under control, 15 million jobs returned and the stock market rebounded. 
Biden campaign officials say voters who tuned out of the campaign are starting to pay attention to the reality of a Biden-Trump rematch now that they are their parties' presumptive nominees.
There's also a view that the public largely has forgotten the turbulence of Trump's presidency and that, to win reelection, Biden needs to remind them of what it was like as he presents himself as the more stable alternative.
"The problem isn't just going back to where Trump had the country. It's where he wants to take us now," Biden said. "Look to what he's saying. I hope we're all going to take it seriously. He means what he says. As crazy as it sounds, he means what he says."
"Folks, it's not about me. It's about him," Biden concluded. 
He also took a crack at U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, who has aligned himself closely with Trump and is being challenged by Rep. Colin Allred, D-Texas. 
"You gotta elect Colin as your next senator so Ted Cruz joins another loser, Donald Trump," Biden said. 
___
Superville reported from Kissimmee, Florida.
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    [image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto raises his fist as he delivers a speech after being elected as the country's president in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Riot police officers take their position outside the General Election Commission's office during the plenary meeting to certify the results of the Feb. 14 presidential and legislative elections in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Prabowo Subianto, a former special forces general with ties to Indonesia's current president and past dictatorship, was confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, center, delivers a speech declaring his victory in Feb. 14 election as leaders of his coalition parties, Airlangga Hartarto of Golkar Party, left, Raja Juli Antoni of Indonesian Solidarity Party, second right, and Zulkifli Hasan of National Mandate Party, right, react, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, right, is congratulated by supporters after winning the Feb. 14 election in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto prays after winning the Feb. 14 election in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: FILE- Indonesian Defense Minister and presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto waves at supporters after a visit to his father's grave in Jakarta, Indonesia Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Subianto was on Wednesday, March 20, confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)]
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[image: FILE- Presidential candidate Prabowo Subianto greets supporters during a campaign rally in Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024. Subianto was on Wednesday, March 20, confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Binsar Bakkara, File)]
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[image: Protesters walk past the election banner of presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, left, and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, as they arrive for a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, near the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses who had the incumbent President Joko Widodo's tacit backing is currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Protesters shout slogans during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Protesters put up flags and posters on a razor wire barricade as police officers stand guard during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | Protesters put up flags and posters on a razor wire barricade as police officers stand guard during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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[image: Protesters pray during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, ahead of the announcement of the election results, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | Protesters pray during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, ahead of the announcement of the election results, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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[image: Supporters of Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto cheer in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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    [image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto raises his fist as he delivers a speech after being elected as the country's president in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Riot police officers take their position outside the General Election Commission's office during the plenary meeting to certify the results of the Feb. 14 presidential and legislative elections in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Prabowo Subianto, a former special forces general with ties to Indonesia's current president and past dictatorship, was confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, center, delivers a speech declaring his victory in Feb. 14 election as leaders of his coalition parties, Airlangga Hartarto of Golkar Party, left, Raja Juli Antoni of Indonesian Solidarity Party, second right, and Zulkifli Hasan of National Mandate Party, right, react, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, right, is congratulated by supporters after winning the Feb. 14 election in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto prays after winning the Feb. 14 election in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: FILE- Indonesian Defense Minister and presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto waves at supporters after a visit to his father's grave in Jakarta, Indonesia Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Subianto was on Wednesday, March 20, confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)]
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[image: FILE- Presidential candidate Prabowo Subianto greets supporters during a campaign rally in Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024. Subianto was on Wednesday, March 20, confirmed the victor of last month's presidential election over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court. (AP Photo/Binsar Bakkara, File)]
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[image: Protesters walk past the election banner of presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, left, and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, as they arrive for a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, near the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses who had the incumbent President Joko Widodo's tacit backing is currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Protesters shout slogans during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Protesters put up flags and posters on a razor wire barricade as police officers stand guard during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Protesters pray during a rally alleging a widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election, ahead of the announcement of the election results, outside the General Election Commission's office in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a former general linked to past human rights abuses and his running mate Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of Indonesian President Joko Widodo, are currently leading the tally with nearly 60% of the votes. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Supporters of Indonesia's Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto cheer in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Subianto was announced the winner of last month's presidential election Wednesday over two former governors who have vowed to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto was announced the winner of the presidential election in the world's third-largest democracy Wednesday over two former governors who vow to contest the result in court over alleged irregularities.
Subianto, who was accused of abuses under the past dictatorship and chose the son of the popular outgoing president as his running mate, won 58.6% of the votes. Former Jakarta Gov. Anies Baswedan received 24.9% and former Central Java Gov. Ganjar Pranowo got 16.5%, the General Election Commission said. It posted polling stations' tabulation forms on its website, allowing for independent verification.
Subianto said he will respect those who made different choices in the vote.
"We call on all Indonesian people to look to the future together," he told a news conference. "We must unite and join hands because our challenges as a nation are very big."

    


Subianto has received congratulatory messages from other Southeast Asian nations as well as the Chinese, Russian, French, Dutch and British governments, who all expressed their wishes to work with his new government.


"We look forward to partnering closely with President-elect Subianto and his Administration when they take office in October," U.S. State Secretary Antony J. Blinken said after his victory was confirmed.
About 300 demonstrators held banners and signs criticizing outgoing President Joko Widodo for supporting Subianto and alleging widespread fraud. They burned photos of the president with trash near the election commission's compound.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The second- and third-place finishers have refused to concede. On Thursday morning, Baswedan's lawyers filed a challenge to the results in the Constitutional Court. Pranowo also plans a court challenge.
"We do not want to let these various deviations from democracy pass without historical records and set a bad precedent for future election organizers," Baswedan said after final results were announced.

    


They have alleged fraud, citing the vice presidential candidacy of Widodo's son. Widodo could not run again, and his son's candidacy has been seen as a sign of his tacit backing of Subianto.
Widodo's son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka, is 37 but became Subianto's running mate after the Constitutional Court made an exception to the minimum age requirement of 40 for candidates. The court's chief justice, who is Widodo's brother-in-law, was then removed by an ethics panel for failing to recuse himself and for making last-minute changes to election candidacy requirements.
The new president will be inaugurated on Oct. 20 and will have to appoint a Cabinet within two weeks.
Subianto had claimed victory on election day last month after unofficial tallies showed he was winning nearly 60% of the votes.
Voter turnout was about 80%, the election commission said.
Subianto won in 36 of 38 provinces and received 96.2 million votes compared to 40.9 million for Baswedan, who won in two provinces. Baswedan, the former head of an Islamic university, won a massive majority in the conservative westernmost province of Aceh.

    


Pranowo, the candidate of the governing Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle, received 27 million votes and did not win any provinces.
Todung Mulya Lubis, a prominent lawyer who represents Pranowo, asserted that election irregularities occurred before, during and after the polls.
Widodo has dismissed the fraud allegations, saying the election process was watched by many people including representatives of the candidates, the election supervisory agency and security personnel.
"Layered supervision like this would eliminate possible fraud," Widodo told reporters last month. "Don't scream fraud. We have mechanisms to solve the fraud. If you have evidence, take it to the Election Supervisory Agency. If you have evidence, challenge it to the Constitutional Court."
The campaign teams of Baswedan and Pranowo said they would provide evidence for their claims.
But Lubis said his team has had difficulty getting witnesses to testify in court due to alleged intimidation by authorities. He acknowledged that successfully challenging the election result with such a wide official margin of victory will be difficult.

    


The ethics panel that removed Anwar Usman as the court's chief justice allowed him to remain on the court under certain conditions, including banning him from involvement when the court adjudicates election disputes this year.
That means any such cases brought to the court would be decided by eight justices instead of all nine members.
Subianto's campaign highlighted the Widodo administration's progress in reducing poverty and vowed to continue the modernization agenda that has brought rapid growth and vaulted Indonesia into the ranks of middle-income countries.
But Subianto has laid out few other concrete plans for his presidency, leaving observers uncertain about what his election will mean for the country's growth and its still-maturing democracy.

    


Subianto lost two previous presidential elections to Widodo, and the Constitutional Court rejected his bids to overturn those results because of unfounded fraud allegations.
This time, Subianto embraced the popular leader and styled himself as his heir. His choice of Widodo's son as his running mate raised concerns about an emerging dynastic rule in Indonesia's 25-year-old democracy.
Subianto comes from one of the country's wealthiest families. His father was an influential politician who was a government minister under both the dictator Suharto and the country's first president, Sukarno.
Questions also are still unanswered about Subianto's alleged links to torture, disappearances and other human rights abuses in the final years of the brutal Suharto dictatorship, in which he served as a special forces lieutenant general.
Subianto was expelled by the army over accusations that he played a role in the kidnappings and torture of activists and other abuses. He never faced a trial and vehemently denies any involvement, although several of his men were tried and convicted.
It's not clear how Subianto will respond to political dissent, street protests and critical journalism. Many activists see his links to the Suharto regime as a threat.
___
Associated Press journalist Edna Tarigan in Jakarta, Indonesia, contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of global elections at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/
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    [image: Vaughan Gething poses for a photo, in a lecture hall at Cardiff University, after being elected as the next Welsh Labour leader and First Minister of Wales, in Cardiff, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Gething has won the Welsh Labour Party leadership contest and is set to become the first Black leader of Wales' semi-autonomous government. Gething, who is currently Welsh economy minister, beat Education Minister Jeremy Miles in a race to replace First Minister Mark Drakeford. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Vaughan Gething poses for a photo, in a lecture hall at Cardiff University, after being elected as the next Welsh Labour leader and First Minister of Wales, in Cardiff, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Gething has won the Welsh Labour Party leadership contest and is set to become the first Black leader of Wales' semi-autonomous government. Gething, who is currently Welsh economy minister, beat Education Minister Jeremy Miles in a race to replace First Minister Mark Drakeford. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP)
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[image: Labour supporters clap as Vaughan Gething as he arrives, at Cardiff University, after being elected as the next Welsh Labour leader and First Minister of Wales, in Cardiff, Saturday, March 16, 2024. Gething has won the Welsh Labour Party leadership contest and is set to become the first Black leader of Wales' semi-autonomous government. Gething, who is currently Welsh economy minister, beat Education Minister Jeremy Miles in a race to replace First Minister Mark Drakeford. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Vaughan Gething was elected first minister of Wales on Wednesday, becoming the first Black leader of a government in the U.K.
Gething was elected government leader by members of the Welsh parliament in Cardiff, four days after winning the contest to be leader of Wales' governing Labour Party. He secured 27 of 51 votes in the legislature, the Senedd, where Labour is the biggest party.
Gething, the son of a Welsh father and a Zambian mother, said Wales is now "the first nation anywhere in Europe to be led by a Black person."
"It is a matter of pride for a modern Wales but also a daunting responsibility for me -- and one that I do not take lightly," he told lawmakers.
He said he wanted to lead a country that "can celebrate our differences and take pride in all of those things that draw us together."
Gething will be sworn in once his appointment is approved by King Charles III -- a formality.

    


Three of the U.K.'s four governments now have nonwhite leaders. U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has Indian heritage, while Scottish First Minister Humza Yousaf was born to a Pakistani family in Britain.




Northern Ireland is led jointly by Michelle O'Neill and Emma Little-Pengelly, meaning that for the first time there are no white male heads of government in the U.K.
Wales, which has a population of about 3 million, is one of four parts of the United Kingdom, along with England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The British government in London is responsible for defense, foreign affairs and other U.K.-wide issues, while administrations in Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast control areas such as education and health.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gething was Wales' health minister during the COVID-19 pandemic. As economy minister since 2021, he has had to deal with fallout from Tata Steel's plan to close both blast furnaces at its plant in Port Talbot, eliminating 2,800 jobs at one of Wales' biggest employers.

    


He'll take over a government that is often at odds with Sunak's Conservative administration in London. Wales has also seen a wave of protests over environmental rules by farmers, similar to those that have roiled France and other European countries.
Gething's leadership campaign was rattled by the revelation that he'd accepted 200,000 pounds ($255,000) in donations from a recycling company that was found guilty of environmental offenses and breaching health and safety regulations.
Gething said that the donations were properly declared under electoral rules.
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California voters have approved a measure that will impose strict requirements on counties to spend on housing and drug treatment programs to tackle the state's homelessness crisis, in a tissue-thin win for Gov. Gavin Newsom, who personally campaigned for the measure's passage. 
Democrats outnumber Republicans by a staggering 2-to-1 in California, and the borderline vote -- coming more than two weeks after election day -- signaled unease with the state's homeless policies after Newsom's administration invested billions of dollars to get people off the street but no dramatic change has been seen in Los Angeles and other large cities. 
The state accounts for nearly a third of the homeless population in the United States; roughly 181,000 Californians are in need of housing.
Newsom, who made the measure a signature proposal, spent significant time and money campaigning on its behalf. He raised more than $13 million to promote it with the support of law enforcement, first responders, hospitals and mayors of major cities. Opponents raised just $1,000.

    


Proposition 1 marks the first update to the state's mental health system in 20 years.




"This is the biggest change in decades in how California tackles homelessness, and a victory for doing things radically different," Newsom said in a statement after the borderline vote. "Now, counties and local officials must match the ambition of California voters. This historic reform will only succeed if we all kick into action immediately - state government and local leaders, together."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Counties will now be required to spend about two-thirds of the money from a voter-approved tax enacted in 2004 on millionaires for mental health services on housing and programs for homeless people with serious mental illnesses or substance abuse problems.
The state, with a current inventory of 5,500 beds, needs some 8,000 more units to treat mental health and addiction issues. 

    


The initiative also allows the state to borrow $6.38 billion to build 4,350 housing units, half of which will be reserved for veterans, and add 6,800 mental health and addiction treatment beds.
Opponents, including social service providers and county officials, said the change will threaten programs that are not solely focused on housing or drug treatment but keep people from becoming homeless in the first place.
Critics said the single formula could mean rural counties such as Butte, with a homeless population of fewer than 1,300 people, would be required to divert the same percentage of funds to housing as urban counties such as San Francisco, which has a homeless population six times bigger.
With makeshift tents lining streets and disrupting businesses in communities across the state, homelessness has become one of the most frustrating issues in California and one sure to dog Newsom should he ever mount a national campaign. 
Newsom touted the proposition as the final piece in his plan to reform California's mental health system. He has already pushed for laws that make it easier to force people with behavioral health issues into treatment. 

    


William Elias, a television producer in Sacramento, said he "was on the fence" about Proposition 1 but decided to vote in favor of it because of the pervasive homelessness problem.
"That's something that's all around us right now," he said. "We got all these tents out here in front of City Hall."
Estrellita Vivirito, a Palm Springs resident, also voted 'yes' on the measure.
"It's only logical, you know, we have to do something," she said. 
Katherine Wolf, a doctoral student at the University of California, Berkeley, said she voted 'no' on the measure out of concerns it would result in more people being locked up against their will.
"I was appalled of the system of laws that he has been building to kind of erode the rights of people with mental disabilities," Wolf said of Newsom. 
Griffin Bovee, a Republican state worker in Sacramento, also voted against the proposition and said the state has been wasting taxpayer money.

    


"Sacramento really shouldn't get another dime until they actually figure out why what they're doing is not working," he said of the state's handling of the homelessness crisis. "They spent $20 billion over the past few years trying to fix that problem and it got worse."
Revenue from the tax on millionaires, now between $2 billion and $3 billion a year, provides about one-third of the state's total mental health budget.
Opponents, including some county officials, mental health service providers and some Republicans, said the ballot measure would cut funding from cultural centers, peer-support programs and vocational services and would pit those programs against services for homeless people.
Newsom's administration has already spent at least $22 billion on various programs to address the crisis, including $3.5 billion to convert rundown motels into homeless housing. California is also giving out $2 billion in grants to build more treatment facilities.
___
Associated Press writer Michael R. Blood in Los Angeles contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp speaks, Feb. 26, 2024, in Athens, Ga. Georgia lawmakers have made it harder for workers at companies getting state economic incentives to unionize, in what could be a violation of federal law. The state House voted 96 to 78 Wednesday, March 20, for Senate Bill 362, which would bar companies that accept state incentives from recognizing unions without a formal secret-ballot election. The measure, which has been backed by Gov. Kemp, now goes to the Republican governor for his signature. (Nell Carroll /Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, file)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia lawmakers have made it harder for workers at companies getting state economic incentives to unionize, in what could be a violation of federal law.
The state House voted 96 to 78 Wednesday for Senate Bill 362, which would bar companies that accept state incentives from recognizing unions without a formal secret-ballot election. The measure, which has been backed by Gov. Brian Kemp, now goes to the Republican governor for his signature.
 The bill would block unions from winning recognition directly from a company -- without the additional step of a secret ballot -- after signing up a majority of workers, in what is usually known as a card check.
The proposal comes as Georgia is giving billions in economic incentives to electric vehicle manufacturers and other companies.
Union leaders and Democrats argue the bill violates 1935's National Labor Relations Act, which governs union organizing, and will be challenged in court.

    


"If this bill passes, there will be a lawsuit and it will cost Georgia taxpayers millions of dollars and the state will lose," state Rep. Saira Draper, an Atlanta Democrat, said on the House floor Wednesday.




Georgia AFL-CIO President Yvonne Brooks condemned passage of the bill, calling it a "political ploy by the corporate elite."
"Georgia's working families deserve lawmakers who will defend our right to organize and advocate for good, union jobs with fair pay and good benefits," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Democrats say the bill is really about making it harder for unions to organize and for companies to accept them. Other Democrats took to the House floor to argue that the bill would harm Georgia businesses by making workers from other states reluctant to move here.
"Why would we do anything to be anti-labor when we need to attract more workers from any source available?" asked Rep. Gregg Kennard of Lawrenceville.

    


Republicans denied that the bill is anti-labor, saying it aims to protect workers' privacy. Some, including Kemp, argue that the secret ballot protects workers from being bullied into joining unions.
"Nothing in this bill stops a union from being formed," said Rep. Soo Hong of Lawrenceville. "We are ensuring that when the state invests state resources to drive job creation that hardworking Georgians who hold those jobs have the agency to determine whether to be represented by a labor union." 
Only 4.4% of Georgia workers are union members, the eighth-lowest rate among states. 
Georgia's bill is modeled after a law passed in Tennessee last year, but there could be similar legislation offered in many other states. The conservative American Legislative Exchange Council is promoting the idea. The national push could also be a response to a decision by the Democratic-controlled NLRB last year that made it easier for unions to organize by card check.
Governors in other Southern states traditionally hostile to organized labor have been speaking out against unions, after the United Auto Workers vowed a fresh push to organize nonunion auto factories after multiple failed attempts. 

    


Alabama Republican Gov. Kay Ivey said her state's economic success is "under attack." Henry McMaster, South Carolina's Republican governor, told lawmakers in the nation's least unionized state last month that organized labor is such a threat that he would fight unions " all the way to the gates of hell." 
Kemp proclaimed his support for the bill in a January speech to the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, echoing the chamber's own agenda. He said the move would protect workers' "right to opportunity" from President Joe Biden's pro-union agenda and outside forces "who want nothing more than to see the free market brought to a screeching halt."
Alabama and South Carolina are among five states that have passed state constitutional amendments guaranteeing access to secret union ballots. Indiana, like Tennessee, has passed a state law.
___
Associated Press writer Sudhin Thanawala contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - Britain's Prince Harry leaves the Royal Courts Of Justice in London, on March 30, 2023. Prince Harry's lawyer says the cover-up of unlawful information gathering at British tabloids owned by Rupert Murdoch went all the way to the top. Attorney David Sherborne said Wednesday, March 20, 2024 in the High Court that Murdoch was among the executives at News Group Newspapers aware of skullduggery carried out by journalists and private investigators working for the now-defunct News of the World, and The Sun. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Prince Harry's lawyer leveled explosive new allegations Wednesday that Rupert Murdoch was aware of cover-ups at his British tabloids that used unlawful techniques to spy on the Duke of Sussex and others. 
Attorney David Sherborne said Murdoch was among the executives who were aware that public statements made about phone hacking and other unlawful information gathering at News Group Newspapers were untrue.
Harry and other claimants, including actor Hugh Grant, sought during the first of a three-day hearing in the High Court to amend their lawsuit against the publisher to include allegations that executives were part of an effort to conceal and destroy evidence of wrongdoing.
"It is inferred that they would not have been carrying out this extensive concealment and destruction strategy without the knowledge and approval of Rupert Murdoch," Sherborne said in a court filing. 

    


Defense lawyer Anthony Hudson said the proposed changes to the case were unnecessary and seemed aimed at "campaigning against the tabloid press" and as a "substitute for a public inquiry."
"They appear to be designed to grab headlines," Hudson said.




Harry's lawsuit against News Group Newspapers is one of three he's brought against Britain's biggest tabloids over alleged unlawful activity carried out by journalists and private investigators they hired that came to light after a phone hacking scandal erupted at Murdoch's News of the World in 2011. The case is tentatively scheduled to go to trial in January.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harry, 39, the younger son of King Charles III, has used the courts in his crusade against the press that he blames for a host of personal grievances. 
His litigation has put him at odds with the royal family that has avoided airing their disputes in public. He made history in June when he became the first senior royal in over a century to testify in court.

    


In December, his efforts led to a big victory after a judge found phone hacking at Mirror Group Newspapers was "widespread and habitual." In addition to a court judgment, he recently settled remaining allegations that included his legal fees. The total sum wasn't announced, but he was due to receive an interim payment of 400,000 pounds ($508,000).
He has another case pending against the owner of the Daily Mail.
In the News Group case, Harry and other claimants allege that between 1994 and 2016, journalists at The News of the World and The Sun violated their privacy through widespread unlawful activity that included intercepting voicemails, tapping phones, bugging cars and using deception to access confidential information. 
The claims also allege that executives lied about the wrongdoing and oversaw an effort to delete millions of emails and "buy" the silence of those who might tell the truth about what occurred.
In 2011, News of the World shut down amid the phone hacking scandal that led to a government inquiry and News Group Newspapers, or NGN, issued an unreserved apology to all the newspaper's victims. 
Sherborne said Murdoch was among the executives who either made, endorsed or had someone else make statements -- including at public inquiries -- to promote the false narrative that there was only "one rogue reporter" at News of the World.

    


"Those individuals, and NGN and News International corporately, were dishonest in making these statements since they knew them to be false at the time they were made," Sherborne said.
Murdoch, 93, was executive chairman of News Corp. and director of its subsidiary, News International, now News UK, which was NGN's parent when News of the World folded. Murdoch stepped down last fall as leader of both Fox News' parent company and his News Corp. media holdings.
NGN said it has settled 1,300 claims for its newspapers, though The Sun has never accepted liability.
"Today the claimants have sought to introduce accusations to the civil court against many current and former journalists, staff and senior executives of News International with misleading pleadings and unjustified inferences in a scurrilous and cynical attack on their integrity," NGN said in a statement. 
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                    President Joe Biden is celebrating an agreement to provide Intel with up to $8.5 billion in funding for computer chip plants around the country. Biden talked up the investment in the political battleground state of Arizona.
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[image: President Joe Biden greets Dallas County judge Clay Jenkins as he arrives on Air Force One Wednesday March 20, 2024, at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: President Joe Biden walks to his motorcade after departing Air Force One, Wednesday March 20, 2024, on arrival at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives on Air Force One Wednesday March 20, 2024, at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        CHANDLER, Ariz. (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Wednesday celebrated an agreement to provide Intel with up to $8.5 billion in direct funding and $11 billion in loans for computer chip plants around the country, talking up the investment in the political battleground state of Arizona and calling it a way of "bringing the future back to America." 
The Biden administration has predicted that the cash infusion should help the U.S. boost its global share of advanced chip production from zero to 20%. The Democratic president highlighted the investment while visiting Intel's Ocotillo campus in Chandler, Arizona, where he inspected silicon wafers and expressed amazement at how thin the chips are.
In remarks after a tour, Biden pivoted to the impact his policies could have on the U.S. economy as he tries to translate his policy wins into a political boost ahead of November's election. Intel plans to invest in facilities in Arizona, Ohio, Oregon and New Mexico, with some of the government money helping to support workforce development.

    


"This isn't just about investing in America," Biden said, "It's about investing in the American people as well."




Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo said the deal reached through her department would put the United States in a position to produce 20% of the world's most advanced chips by 2030, up from zero. The U.S. designs advanced chips, but its inability to make them domestically has emerged as a national security and economic risk.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Failure is not an option -- leading-edge chips are the core of our innovation system, especially when it comes to advances in artificial intelligence and our military systems," Raimondo said on a call with reporters. "We can't just design chips. We have to make them in America."
The funding announcement came amid the heat of the 2024 presidential campaign. Biden has been telling voters that his policies have led to a resurgence in U.S. manufacturing and job growth. His message is a direct challenge to former President Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, who raised tariffs while in the White House and wants to do so again on the promise of protecting U.S. factory jobs from China.

    


Biden told Intel employees during his tour, "You're bringing the future back to America." 
Biden narrowly beat Trump in Arizona in 2020 by a margin of 49.4% to 49.1%.
After the announcement, Biden flew to Texas to headline a pair of Dallas-area campaign fundraisers, with the first event a sellout that raised $2.5 million, said trial lawyer Russell Budd, one of the hosts. 
"Mr. President, you're the hottest ticket in Texas tonight," Budd told Biden.
U.S. adults have dim views of Biden's economic leadership, with just 34% approving, according to a February poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs. The lingering impact of inflation hitting a four-decade high in 2022 has hurt the Democrat, who had a 52% approval on the economy in July 2021.
Intel's projects would be funded in part through the bipartisan 2022 CHIPS and Science Act, which the Biden administration helped shepherd through Congress at a time of concerns after the pandemic that the loss of access to chips made in Asia could plunge the U.S. economy into recession. 

    


When pushing for the investment, lawmakers expressed concern about efforts by China to control Taiwan, which accounts for more than 90% of advanced computer chip production.
Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown, a Democrat up for reelection in November, stressed that his state would become "a global leader in semiconductor manufacturing" as Intel would be generating thousands of jobs. Ohio has voted for Trump in the past two presidential elections, and Brown in November will face Republican Bernie Moreno, a Trump-backed businessman from Cleveland.
Wednesday's announcement is the fourth and largest so far under the CHIPS law, with the government support expected to help enable Intel Corp. to make $100 billion in capital investments over five years. About 25% of that total would involve building and land, while roughly 70% would go to equipment, said Pat Gelsinger, CEO of Intel.

    


"We think of this as a defining moment for the United States, the semiconductor industry and for Intel," said Gelsinger, who called the CHIPS Act "the most critical industrial policy legislation since World War II."
The Intel CEO said on a call with reporters that he would like to see a sequel to the 2022 law in order to provide additional funding for the industry.
Biden administration officials say that computer chip companies would not be investing domestically at their expected scale without government support. Intel funding would lead to a combined 30,000 manufacturing and construction jobs. The company also plans to claim tax credits from the Treasury Department worth up to 25% on qualified investments.

    


The Santa Clara, California-based company will use the funding in four different states. In Chandler, Arizona, the money will help to build two new chip plants and modernize an existing one. The funding will establish two advanced plants in New Albany, Ohio, just outside the state capital of Columbus.
The company will also turn two of its plants in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, into advanced packaging facilities. And Intel will also modernize facilities in Hillsboro, Oregon.
The Biden administration has also made workforce training and access to affordable child care a priority in agreements to support companies. Under the agreement with the Commerce Department, Intel will commit to local training programs as well as increase the reimbursement amount for its child care program, among other efforts.
___
Boak reported from Washington.
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                                        "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga," George Miller's eagerly awaited follow-up to "Mad Max: Fury Road, " will make its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival in May. 
"Furiosa," a prequel to "Fury Road" starring Anya Taylor-Joy, will roar down the Croisette nine years after Miller's previous "Mad Max" film did. After its 2015 bow at Cannes, "Fury Road" went on to gross $380 million worldwide and win six Oscars. 
"Furiosa," screening out of competition at Cannes, will premiere May 15. The film, co-starring Chris Hemsworth and Tom Burke, features Taylor-Joy in the role played by Charlize Theron in "Fury Road." 
"The idea of this prequel has been with me for over a decade," Miller said in a statement. "I couldn't be more thrilled to return to the Festival de Cannes -- along with Anya, Chris and Tom -- to share 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga.' There is no better place than La Croisette to experience this film with audiences on the world stage."
Miller's previous film, 2022's "Three Thousand Years of Longing," also premiered at Cannes. 
"Furiosa" will land in U.S. theaters May 24. The 77th Cannes Film Festival runs May 14-25. 
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros Pictures shows Dan Stevens, left, Rebecca Hall and Kaylee Hottle in a scene from "Godzilla X Kong: The New Empire." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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                                        There was no question who the stars were on "Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire." It wasn't Rebecca Hall, Brian Tyree Henry, Dan Stevens or any of the humans. As actors have known since the early days of cinema, the star is the one with their character's name in the title, even if in this case they never actually, technically, came to set.
"They are the stars of the movie," Hall told The Associated Press. "We're the scale."
Or, as Stevens put it: "We're just the side show."
The film, in theaters everywhere March 29, is a sequel to " Godzilla vs. Kong," the 2021 showdown between the 393-foot Godzilla and 337-foot Kong. It's also continuation of Legendary's Monsterverse that goes back to 2014's "Godzilla" and 2017's "Kong: Skull Island." If there seems to be an inherent stakes issue of "where do you go after the versus," for filmmaker Adam Wingard the path seemed clear. He heard the screams and cheers in the theater when the giants battled Mechagodzilla together: For the sequel, he knew they needed to team up.

    


"The last film on the surface looks like an everything in the kitchen sink type movie: We battle all over the world, we do all these crazy things. But there's still so much left to do," Wingard said. "These movies can hold up with the Titans, the monsters, as the point of view."




"Godzilla x Kong" contains long sequences of dialogue-free storytelling focused only on the monsters -- especially Kong, who has found his home in Hollow Earth but is a little lonely. He also introduces several new titans, including Skar King (318 feet tall), and a mini Kong named Suko (149 feet tall).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For Wingard, it felt both groundbreaking to do on a film of this scale and also like a lifetime dream come true. It is, he said, the movie he wanted to see at age 10, when he first fell for Godzilla films.
"The whole drive I had for myself as a filmmaker in making this movie was trying to appeal to the inner 10-year-old in me," Wingard said. "Because that was my initiation into the whole thing I think I'm still sort of aiming towards that kid, trying to show him a good time."

    


THE HUMAN FACTOR
Loving Godzilla movies and making one is a different proposition entirely. Just ask the actors.
"The first movie I didn't know what to expect. I didn't know how big the movie actually was," said Kaylee Hottle, who is deaf, through an interpreter. "And at the end I thought to myself, oh, that was cool."
She was only 10 during the first movie and 15 while filming the second, working most closely with Hall, who plays her adoptive mother.
"There was a very steep learning curve that she completely scaled in no time at all," Hall said. "In this one she was that much older and wiser and smart to the whole thing."
Hall was also excited to finally share some scenes (and dialogue) with Henry, back as the monster fanboy/conspiracy blogger Bernie Hayes.
"I remember on the first one I was quite sad that Brian and I only had one day of filming together for the end scene," Hall recalled.
Henry agreed, saying "there was a lot of play that we wanted to have on this one" and they knew they were in good hands with Wingard, who is a "kid at heart." On Halloween, he came to set dressed as 1930s director. 

    


The newcomer was Stevens, who starred in Wingard's 2014 thriller "The Guest." His character, Trapper, is a Titan veterinarian in a Hawaiian shirt.
"I think his pitch to me was a particular scene where my character gets to fly this crazy spaceship through electrical buzzing creatures, saying cool lines," Stevens said. "I was like, 'that sounds great.'"
Henry said the character was a bit like Patrick Swayze's in "Road House."
Stevens added: "With a sprinkling of Ace Ventura in there."
FILMING WITH(OUT) MONSTERS
They kept one another sane on the green or blue screen days of filming with a guy with a foam finger or a tennis ball on a stick to help get their eyes looking in the right place. All agree that "Kong neck" (getting your neck at the proper angle to gaze upon the titans for extended periods of time) can be a real struggle.
And just as actors don't quite formally train for "Kong neck," directors also don't get instructions on just how to make a movie like this. Wingard said by the end of the first, he'd just started to feel comfortable.

    


"You can read every back issue of Cinefex Magazine that exists, but until you're actually making one of these things and learning how to frame eyelines for characters looking up at 300-foot-tall monsters and trying to get emotional reactions out of that? There's only so many ways to create these monsters too," he said. "Almost half of it is fully animated sequences. It's like you're making an animated film, it's just hyper realistic."
That's part of the reason why he made sure to take his actors and crew to real locations every chance they got, including the Daintree Rainforest in Australia. There were giant anacondas and cassowaries around, but the biggest anxiety was doing any harm to the environment. Many meetings were had about not touching anything, which is especially funny for a Godzilla movie. But it was all worth it. 

    


"It's so easy to shoot everything in front of a green screen," he said. "But at the end of the day there's an artificiality to that."
Hall and the other actors noted how important the sets and locations were to the experience -- especially with two no-show stars who had to be added later.
"Kong and Godzilla wouldn't show up to set, so you had to make believe," Hall said.
"Stayed in their trailer all day," Stevens joked.
NO COMPETING GODZILLAS
If it seems like there's a lot of "Godzilla" in theaters lately, it's true. " Godzilla Minus One," the first Toho Godzilla film since 2016's "Shin Godzilla," just won the Oscar for best visual effects. It also did well in U.S. theaters in December and January, but had to make a graceful exit by February because of the licensing deal with Legendary.
That doesn't mean there's ill will between the productions. "Godzilla Minus One" director Takashi Yamazaki and Wingard have geeked out together about Kaiju and how their cats inspired their Godzillas. But it could also take some time before "Godzilla Minus One" gets a streaming release stateside, at least until the dust settles from "Godzilla x Kong."
Warner Bros., which has released several hits in recent months including " Wonka " and " Dune: Part Two," is rolling "Godzilla x Kong" out nationwide and exclusively in theaters. Like the first "Dune," "Godzilla vs. Kong" was part of the company's 2021 day-and-date release strategy. And yet it still did business, both in theaters and on streaming where it was for a time the streamer's biggest hit.
Wingard liked being part of that moment when theater owners were reassured that audiences still wanted to come to the cinemas. But he's excited to just get a normal release this time, without the pandemic caveat. Both Godzilla and Kong are some of the oldest movie stars still in action, after all.
"It's so massive in scale. It's so grand," Henry said. "This is the kind of movie you go to the theaters for because you don't want to be the only one Kong necking."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/godzilla-kong-movie-592aae533e4d42fcc7dc6ebe1de0e83f
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[image: This image released by Disney Theatricals shows Michael James Scott as Genie, background left, and Michael Maliakel as Aladdin, background right, during a performance of "Aladdin on Broadway." (Matthew Murphy/Disney Theatricals via AP)]
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[image: FILE - James Monroe Iglehart accepts the award for best performance by an actor in a featured role in a musical for "Aladdin" on stage at the 68th annual Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall on Sunday, June 8, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - James Monroe Iglehart and the cast of "Aladdin" performs onstage at the 68th annual Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall on Sunday, June 8, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- James Monroe Iglehart's mom took him to see the animated Disney movie "Aladdin" as a high-school graduation gift in 1992. He fell in love with the Genie, naturally.
Fast-forward more than two decades and Iglehart found himself playing the first Genie on Broadway, killing it, and on his way to a Tony Award.
"To play the role that I loved so much and be able to be my full, silly self with the volume at 20 to 25 and go crazy was just so cathartic," he says.
"Aladdin" turns 10 this month and it has done more than become Broadway's go-to for young people experiencing their first musical. It has also become an incubator for Black actors like Iglehart leading a big Disney musical with joy and humor.
There are currently Genies on Broadway and on tour in the United Kingdom and United States, in Japan and Spain, all doing cartwheels, high kicking and singing "Friend Like Me." They call it a Genie Brotherhood.

    


"I kind of just tell the guys, 'Listen, make sure that you give your authentic self. You don't have to play it like me,'" Iglehart says. "As long as you bring your brand of silliness and comedy and heart and realness to it, the audience will accept it."




After 'Aladdin," Iglehart went on to land TV and voice work, the Broadway dual roles of Marquis de Lafayette and Thomas Jefferson in "Hamilton," King Arthur in the new "Spamalot" revival and will next star as Louis Armstrong in "A Wonderful World."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's made me the actor I am today. And it's given me a legacy that I can be thoroughly proud of," he says. "It changed my life."
At the Tony Awards in 2014, Iglehart sang, danced and lifted one of the coveted statuettes for best featured actor in front of millions of viewers.
Hundreds of miles away, a Genie-to-be was watching, his life changing.
'A very special way to start my career'
Marcus Martin was 16 at the time, an aspiring actor in Akron, Ohio, who sat transfixed as Iglehart filled the Tony stage.

    


"I was always told that I would have a hard time in this business because the best roles were for skinny white tenors, and I'm not any of those things," says Martin. "So seeing James gave me permission to dream a new dream." 
He had grown up going to Broadway shows with his mom when they came through Ohio. Watching the Tony telecast, he decided he would one day play the Genie and began memorizing the music and lines. Naturally, he and his mom saw "Aladdin" when the first national tour came to Cleveland.
He graduated Baldwin Wallace University in May 2020 -- not the best time to have a degree in performing live for large groups of people. But he persisted. He auditioned for Disney four times and got his dream role.
He is now the Genie on the second national tour.
He started in Schenectady, New York, and has performed in over 50 cities, from Little Rock, Arkansas, to Los Angeles. He's geeked out over playing historic venues like The Fabulous Fox Theatre in St. Louis and the Fox Theatre in Atlanta.
"I'm such a theater nerd. I always say I'm a fan first, actor second," he says. Martin likes to look for famous autographs on the walls or under desks in his new dressing rooms.

    


"All the greats, and some that I've even looked up to as a young performer, I'm now in the same space as them, sharing dressing rooms," he says. "This is a very special way to start my career."
He has become friends with Iglehart and the two were joined by a third Genie before Martin went to lead the tour. "They took me to lunch to kind of send me off and give me the secrets of the lamp," says Martin.
That third Genie is Michael James Scott -- the Genie that Martin and his mom saw when "Aladdin" came to Cleveland.
'Broadway was always a dream'
Disney has a gravitational pull in Orlando, Florida, where Scott grew up. He performed as a younger man in the theme parks and at special events, always readying for the spotlight in New York.
"Broadway was always a dream of mine since I was a little boy," he says.
Scott is a Broadway veteran by now, with credits in "Mama Mia!" "Tarzan," "Elf" and "Something Rotten!" But he calls Genie "one of those once-in-a-lifetime roles. It's like everything in the kitchen sink in one role."

    


He led the first national tour of "Aladdin" and played the Genie in London's West End. He originated the role when the show went to Australia and was deeply moved when a group of Aboriginal children came to see him in their very first Broadway tour.
"The Genie is love, light, laughter and people want to have that right now," Scott says. "To be that person for young people to look out to see and also as a person of color and what that really means in representation, is something I don't hold lightly." 
These days, he's the proud Genie on Broadway. 
"If this little chocolate, chubby child from Orlando, Florida, could one day grow up to be the Genie in 'Aladdin' on Broadway and around the world, anything is possible," he says.
As the show celebrates its 10th anniversary, Scott has an idea why it has lasted. "It does not apologize for being this big Broadway musical, epic comedy," he says. "Don't you want to have joy?"
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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Tired of inflated ticket prices, Yungblud is launching his own affordable music festival

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tired of inflated ticket prices, Yungblud is creating his own music festival, Bludfest, which he says will support unity and friendship, in the U.K's Milton Keynes this summer. (Mar. 21)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Tired of inflated ticket prices, recording artist Yungblud is launching his own affordable music festival.
Bludfest takes place on Aug. 11 in the iconic Milton Keynes Bowl, which in the past has hosted the likes of David Bowie and Green Day in Buckinghamshire, England, northwest of London.
Yungblud, whose real name is Dom Harrison, thinks that currently festivals are "unrepresentative of people" -- so he's fixing the price point of Bludfest at 49.50 pounds (around $63).
"It's like massive ticket charges, massive prices that most of the time aren't really going to the artist anyway," he said of typical festival prices in a recent interview with The Associated Press.
He adds that music festivals are becoming inaccessible when really they should be about "having fun and making memories."
Joining him on the bill are Lil Yachty, duo Soft Play, Nessa Barrett, Lola Young and Jazmin Bean. The Damned are also playing in an "icons" slot. Tickets for the event go on sale March 22.

    


Yungblud says he aims to make a "physical world" for him and his fanbase, and then "anyone else who wants to come along."


The British star is also offering a "Make a Friend" option for fans attending alone. You can either chat before on a Discord channel, or go to the designated tent and meet people in person.
And he hopes to expand it out of the U.K. if it goes according to plan, taking the concept to different regions across the globe.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As well as Bludfest, Yungblud is also working on a new record, his fourth. In the past he's written about darkness and depression, but says this one has a more positive tone.
"I've sung about the things that really hurt me in the beginning. And this new album flips over and it's about the light. It's about wanting to be alive and wanting to be with my friends and thinking I can get through it because these people have given me some hope," he said.
And it's not just his friends who give him hope -- it's also his fans.
"I really do have a strong faith in humanity in me because I see people every day and I see what they do for each other at my gigs," he said.
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Elton John and Bernie Taupin honored with prestigious Library of Congress Gershwin Prize

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Elton John and Bernie Taupin were joined by a variety of musicians in Washington, D.C. to honor the songwriting duo. John and Taupin were awarded the Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song and presented with an invitation-only tribute concert. (March 21) 
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    [image: Elton John shares a laugh with Bernie Taupin, left, and Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden, right, during the 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song tribute concert honoring John and Taupin at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song honorees Elton John and Bernie Taupin are surrounded by the artists who performed in the Gershwin Prize tribute concert at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song honorees Elton John and Bernie Taupin are surrounded by the artists who performed in the Gershwin Prize tribute concert at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song honorees Elton John and Bernie Taupin are surrounded by the artists who performed in the Gershwin Prize tribute concert at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elton John, left, and Bernie Taupin perform during the 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song tribute concert honoring the pair at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Elton John, left, and Bernie Taupin perform during the 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song tribute concert honoring the pair at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
Elton John, left, and Bernie Taupin perform during the 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song tribute concert honoring the pair at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elton John gives a kiss to Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden, right, after being awarded the Gershwin Prize with fellow honoree Bernie Taupin, left, during the 2024 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song tribute concert honoring John and Taupin at DAR Constitution Hall on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Sir Elton John and lyricist Bernie Taupin were honored with the prestigious Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song, making a point to underscore that their musical legacy is in harmony with their philanthropy, especially the Elton John AIDS Foundation.
"If you're successful, you have to give back. That was my mantra in 1980 when I got sober, and it's been my mantra ever since," John told The Associated Press on Wednesday night.
Accompanied by Taupin and clad in a resplendent pink suit, John, who celebrates his 76th birthday on March 25, also gave his perspective on the enduring appeal of their music.
"The songs last because they cover different territories. 'Philadelphia Freedom' is not like 'Burn Down the Mission,' and 'Daniel' is not like 'Saturday Night's Alright for Fighting.'
Taupin added: "Our palette is full of color."

    


The evening's entertainment was a range of musical styles by a collection of renowned performers that included Garth Brooks, Charlie Puth, Brandi Carlile, Joni Mitchell, Annie Lennox and host Billy Porter. A televised version is set to air April 8 on PBS.




Metallica set the stage ablaze with a powerful rendition of "Funeral For a Friend/Love Lies Bleeding" from the iconic John-Taupin "Goodbye Yellow Brick Road" album, igniting the atmosphere with their high-octane energy.
Following a soulful rendition of "Sorry Seems to Be the Hardest Word," Garth Brooks, a former Gershwin Prize recipient, raised his hat triumphantly, eliciting a thunderous standing ovation from the audience. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brandi Carlile enchanted with her rendition of "Madman Across the Water," and the crowd swayed along to Maren Morris's captivating performance of "I Guess That's Why They Call It the Blues."
Last year's honoree, Joni Mitchell, graced the stage alongside Lennox and Carlile for the fitting rendition of "I'm Still Standing." By the evening's close, four illustrious Gershwin Prize recipients shared the spotlight as John and Taupin joined Mitchell and Brooks in this esteemed club.

    


Perhaps, the most energetic performance of the evening belonged to Jacob Lusk of the group Gabriels. He launched into a dynamic rendition of "Bennie and the Jets," captivating the crowd -- including Rep. Nancy Pelosi, Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson and Sen. Tim Scott -- bringing them to their feet swaying and singing along.
Before Lennox took on "The Border Song," she praised John's unwavering commitment to combating the AIDS epidemic, describing it as "immeasurable."
"He seems to be very comfortable with his fame and he's used it in a way that has made massive global differences in really significant, areas... HIV and AIDS is a massive, massive challenge. And yet Elton was doing it and still doing it, saving lives," Lennox said on the red carpet.
Following the honor bestowed by Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden, John treated the audience to a three-song performance, featuring "Mona Lisas and Mad Hatters," "Saturday Night's Alright for Fighting" and "Your Song," with Taupin at his side by the piano.
Established in 2007, the Gershwin Prize has previously celebrated icons such as Paul McCartney, Paul Simon, Stevie Wonder, Joni Mitchell and Carole King.
.
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    [image: FILE - The guitar shaped hotel is seen at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, in Hollywood, Fla. The state of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of Florida will be raking in hundreds of millions of dollars from online sports betting this decade, thanks to a compact between the tribe and Gov. Ron DeSantis that gave the tribe exclusive rights to run sports wagers as well as casino gambling on its reservations. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Opponents of online sports betting in Florida on Thursday lost their latest fight against a Seminole Tribe agreement with the state that permits the gambling.
The Florida Supreme Court ruled that the opponents had filed the wrong type of petition to challenge the compact between the Seminole Tribe of Florida and Gov. Ron DeSantis' administration. The deal will rake in hundreds of millions of dollars from online sports betting and other forms of gambling for both the tribe and state government.
The decision was the latest setback for West Flagler Associates and Bonita-Fort Myers Corporation, which operate racetracks and poker rooms in Florida. They also are challenging the compact in federal court and have petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court to take up their case.
An attorney for the opponents didn't respond to an email seeking comment. The court's ruling permits the opponents to file a motion for a rehearing on the case.

    


The two parimutuel firms say the compact signed by the governor and the tribe in 2021 gives the tribe a sports betting monopoly. They also argue that it creates a backdoor way out of a requirement, passed by voters in 2018 as an amendment to the Florida Constitution, that a citizens initiative is needed to expand casino gambling outside tribal land. 




They said DeSantis and the Florida Legislature, which approved the compact, improperly exceeded their powers by authorizing sports betting off tribal lands.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The opponents have questioned whether the online sports betting can be allowed on tribal lands when it's only the computer servers that are located there, accepting bets made using mobile phones and computers from anywhere in Florida.
The tribe has argued that the legislature has the authority to decide where online gambling is initiated and the amendment doesn't change that. 
Attorneys for DeSantis and the legislative leaders have said that sports betting is different from casino gambling and therefore isn't prohibited by the constitutional amendment. 

    


The tribe launched its online sports betting operation late last year, and Florida's share of 2024 revenues is already more than $120 million. State economic forecasters predict the revenue sharing from tribal gaming could total $4.4 billion through the end of this decade.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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    [image: FILE - Crowds fill Main Street USA in front of Cinderella Castle at the Magic Kingdom on the 50th anniversary of Walt Disney World in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., on Oct. 1, 2021. Almost a year after Florida lawmakers passed a law giving Florida's governor control over Walt Disney World's governing district, Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, called the takeover a success, despite an exodus of workers, ongoing litigation and accusations of cronyism by the new leadership. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP, File)/Orlando Sentinel via AP)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Attorneys for the Walt Disney World governing district taken over last year by Gov. Ron DeSantis' allies don't want the governor's appointees answering questions under oath as part of its state lawsuit against Disney.
District attorneys on Monday filed a motion for a protective order that would stop the DeSantis-appointed board members of the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District from having to give videotaped depositions to Disney attorneys. 
Disney and the DeSantis appointees are fighting in state court over who controls the governing district for Disney World. The district had been controlled by Disney supporters before last year's takeover -- which was sparked by the company's opposition to Florida's so-called "Don't Say Gay" law. It provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, and was controlled by Disney supporters for most of its five decades.

    


District attorneys cite the "apex doctrine," which generally provides that high-level government officers shouldn't be subject to depositions unless opposing parties have exhausted all other means of obtaining information. The doctrine is used in just a handful of U.S. states, including Florida.




"Disney cannot demonstrate that the individual board members have unique, personal knowledge that would be relevant to any of the claims, counterclaims or defenses in this action to overcome the apex doctrine," district attorneys said in their motion. "Disney's assault-style effort to depose all the board members is simply an improper form of harassment of these high-level government officials."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The motion includes statements from the board members who claim that being forced to give depositions would "impede" their ability to fulfill their duties and divert resources and attention away from overseeing the district.

    


Earlier this month, Disney gave notice of its intention to question under oath six current and past DeSantis-appointed board members for the purpose of "discovery," or the process of gathering information for the case. The entertainment giant has said previously that the district has stymied its efforts to get documents and other information, and Disney filed a public records lawsuit against the district earlier this year, claiming the district's response to its requests were "unreasonably delayed" and "woefully inadequate."
Since the takeover last year, the district has faced an exodus of experienced staffers, with many in exit surveys complaining that the governing body has been politicized since the changeover. Just this month, the district's administrator left to become a county elections supervisor at half the $400,000 salary he was earning at the district, and the district's DeSantis-appointed board chairman departed the following week.
A fight between DeSantis and Disney began in 2022 after the company, facing significant internal and external pressure, publicly opposed a state law that critics have called "Don't Say Gay." The 2022 law bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades and was championed by DeSantis, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches until he suspended his presidential campaign this year.

    


As punishment, DeSantis took over the district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors.
Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January. Disney has appealed.
Before control of the district changed hands from Disney allies to DeSantis appointees early last year, the Disney supporters on its board signed agreements with Disney shifting control over design and construction at Disney World to the company. The new DeSantis appointees claimed the "eleventh-hour deals" neutered their powers, and the district sued the company in state court in Orlando to have the contracts voided.
Disney has filed counterclaims that include asking the state court to declare the agreements valid and enforceable.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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    [image: FILE - Jake Paul speaks during a news conference Monday, Sept. 12, 2022, in Los Angeles. Social media star-turned-boxer Jake Paul will fight former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson on July 20 at AT&T Stadium, Netflix announced Thursday, March 7, 2024.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Netflix logo is shown in this photo from the company's website, in New York, Feb. 2, 2023. Since late last century and the early days of the web, providers of digital media like Netflix and Spotify have had a free pass when it comes to international taxes on films, video games and music that are shipped across borders through the internet. But now, a global consensus on the issue may be starting to crack. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, waves to the crowd at his doubles match against Australia's Max Purcell and Jordan Thompson during the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Dec. 31, 2023. Nadal played an unofficial event Sunday, March 3, 2024, losing to fellow Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz 3-6, 6-4 (14-12) in The Netflix Slam in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson stands on the field before an NFL football game between the Las Vegas Raiders and the Pittsburgh Steelers Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023, in Las Vegas. Mike Tyson will present three winners a custom championship belt Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, at the PFL vs. Bellator: Champs card in Saudi Arabia. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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                                        After being on the sidelines, Netflix has started dipping into live sports.
Over the past few months, the streaming giant has aired exhibition events in golf and tennis. It is also slated to air the July 20 bout between Mike Tyson and Jake Paul. Beginning next year, Netflix will start carrying World Wrestling Entertainment's flagship show, "Raw."
So there's been speculation about whether Netflix's recent forays into live sports are a precursor to becoming a major player for live sports rights. While having another competitor for rights would certainly be welcomed, it is unlikely to happen soon.
"The discipline that they have shown about what they're either creating or acquiring and not deviating from that has been fascinating to watch so far," said Tag Garson, president of Excelsior Sports and Entertainment, a consulting and marketing company.

    


Last November's Netflix Cup, where Formula 1 drivers were paired with PGA golfers in a match-play format, and the March 3 Netflix Slam exhibition match between Rafael Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz had one thing in common -- they paired seamlessly with documentaries the company was already offering. 


The Netflix Cup brought together famous figures from "Drive to Survive" and "Full Swing," and the Netflix Slam for "Point Break." Even though "Point Break" is ending after two seasons, Netflix is producing a documentary series about Alcaraz that will air next year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For those wondering where boxing fits in, Netflix's third season of "Untold" did its first episode on Jake Paul's rise in boxing and the controversies that nearly derailed his career.
In Netflix's case, live sports serve as shoulder and support programming for the documentaries and series, which is the opposite of what usually happens.
"Everything that they're doing has compelling storylines. It doesn't matter what genre we're talking about within sports and entertainment," Garson said. "The way that they're going about it is also putting a very high production value into what is being distributed across Netflix."

    


Gabe Spitzer, Netflix vice president of nonfiction sports, has said in recent interviews that they have talked to every league and team but have mainly discussed series and documentaries.
Netflix has also proved it can create programs featuring the top sports leagues without carrying games. A new NFL series called "Receiver," which followed five wide receivers throughout the last season, was announced Tuesday. For three weeks, last year's "Quarterback" series was among Netflix's top 10 series globally.
Netflix is also working on a project with the Boston Red Sox and developed multiple series devoted to the recent FIFA men's and women's world cups.
Netflix's and Apple's strategies with live sports are similar. Both are willing to bid if it means rights beyond the United States.
The WWE deal gives Netflix the rights to carry Raw in the U.S., Canada, the United Kingdom and Latin America, with additional countries to be added as contracts expire. The bigger component, though, is that Netflix becomes the carrier of all WWE shows and specials outside the U.S. and the company's premium live events, including WrestleMania and SummerSlam.

    


Netflix has said in recent announcements about programming that it has 260 million paid memberships in over 190 countries.
That's why Netflix would be unlikely to explore bidding on a piece of the NBA package when negotiations open in a couple months, or UFC when ESPN's rights come up for renewal in a year, unless it contains additional countries.
Like many who follow boxing and combat sports, Jim Lampley is waiting to see whether the Paul-Tyson bout means more events on Netflix or if it's just a one-off event.
"If they commit to the sport, care about the fighters and every match they're doing, understand what the human values are, want to promote and relate to it, yeah, it can be good," said Lampley, a boxing announcer who called fights on ABC and HBO for over 30 years and currently does work for PPV.com. "If they are looking to make quick, incidental money based on cultivating a few big names and creating events that look like they might be meaningful events, but mostly aren't, then it's not good. It's just noise."

    


Lampley's early opinion is that it is the latter.
"I've got nothing against Jake Paul. Mike is a dear friend. I wish him well in everything that he does. But a 57-year-old Mike Tyson against somebody I know only as a social media figure, there's nothing that we can expect to be legitimate about that," he said.
Irwin Kishner, the co-chair of the sports law group with the New York law firm Herrick, Feinstein LLP, is not as skeptical about the fight but also thinks Netflix expands its reach.
"They've been totally around the edges (with live sports), but I still think this is going to get a lot of eyeballs," he said. "I think it's just a matter of time before they become much heavier players in this space."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - Prince Charles and Princess Diana escort their children William, left, and Harry, right, onto the Royal stand as VJ-Day commemorations got underway at Buckingham Palace in London, Saturday Aug. 19, 1995. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (AP Photo/Jacqueline Arzt, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prince Harry leaves the Royal Courts Of Justice in London, on March 30, 2023. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Prince and Princess of Wales, Prince Charles and Princess Diana, leave St. Mary's Hospital with their new baby, Prince Harry, who was born on Sept. 15, in Paddington, London, Sept. 16, 1984. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: Attorney David Sherborne, second from left, at the Rolls Buildings, central London, Wednesday March 20, 2024. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prince Harry leaves the Royal Courts Of Justice in London, on March 30, 2023. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Prince and Princess of Wales, Prince Charles and Princess Diana, leave St. Mary's Hospital with their new baby, Prince Harry, who was born on Sept. 15, in Paddington, London, Sept. 16, 1984. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: Attorney David Sherborne, second from left, at the Rolls Buildings, central London, Wednesday March 20, 2024. Prince Harry alleged Thursday, March 21, 2024, that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Prince Harry alleged Thursday that the publisher of The Sun tabloid unlawfully intercepted phone calls of his late mother, Princess Diana, and father, now King Charles III, as he sought to expand his privacy invasion lawsuit against News Group Newspapers.
The Duke of Sussex is seeking permission during a three-day hearing in the High Court to allow the new claims to be added to his ongoing litigation after evidence surfaced largely through materials turned over by NGN, a subsidiary of the media empire built by Rupert Murdoch, his lawyer said.
Attorney David Sherborne said that the eavesdropping on Diana, her then-estranged husband, Charles, Prince of Wales at the time, and his then paramour, Camilla Parker Bowles, who is now Queen Camilla, inevitably revealed private information about Harry as early as age 9.
Diana was suspicious she was being followed and her calls were being listened to, the amended complaint said. Articles in The Sun and now-defunct News of the World referred to conversations Diana had with close confidants and show that journalists and paparazzi had inside knowledge where she was going to be, including her therapy sessions.

    


"The defendant's newspapers described his late mother's concerns as 'paranoid delusions,' when the true position was that she was under close surveillance and her calls were being unlawfully intercepted by (NGN), which was known about by its editors and senior executives," Sherborne said in court papers. 




The new claims in Harry's case follow allegations his lawyer raised Wednesday in the High Court that implicated Murdoch for taking part in the cover-up of unlawful information gathering at his newspapers or that he had "at the very least turned a blind eye" to it. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harry is one of 45 claimants, including actor Hugh Grant and filmmaker Guy Ritchie, alleging that between 1994 and 2016 News Group journalists violated their privacy through widespread unlawful activity that included intercepting voicemails, tapping phones, bugging cars and using deception to access confidential information.

    


The claims also allege that executives lied about the wrongdoing and oversaw an effort to delete millions of emails and "buy" the silence of those who might tell the truth about what occurred.
Defense lawyer Anthony Hudson, who said the new allegations "appear to be designed to grab headlines," said Harry waited too long to bring the new claims. He also said the prince hadn't followed court procedure for doing so and that the new allegations were a distraction from issues in the case that is tentatively scheduled for trial in January.
NGN issued a statement Wednesday saying that the new allegations amounted to "unjustified inferences in a scurrilous and cynical attack" on former journalists, staff and senior executives at News International, now News UK, the parent of NGN.
Judge Timothy Fancourt, who is expected to rule later on the application to amend the lawsuit, previously rejected News Group's efforts to toss out the case on the grounds that it was brought beyond the six-year limitation period.

    


But the judge did side with the newspaper in ruling that Harry and Grant could not pursue claims that journalists had eavesdropped on their voicemails because news of the so-called phone hacking scandal was so widespread they should have had knowledge of the activity to file lawsuits within the deadline.
Harry's lawsuit against News Group Newspapers is one of three he's brought against Britain's biggest tabloids over alleged unlawful activity carried out by journalists and private investigators they hired that came to light after a phone hacking scandal erupted at News of the World in 2011. 
Harry, 39, the younger son of King Charles III, has used the courts in his crusade against the press that is the source of a host of personal grievances. 
He blames the news media for the death of his mother, who was killed in a car wreck while being pursued by paparazzi. He also said unbearable intrusions and racist attitudes of the British media were one of the reasons he and his biracial wife, former actor Meghan Markle, moved to the U.S.

    


His new claims include allegations The Sun hired a private investigator to dig up personal information on Meghan, including her Social Security number, mobile phone number and details about her family. 
In December, Harry's legal efforts paid off when  Fancourt found phone hacking at Mirror Group Newspapers was "widespread and habitual." In addition to a court judgment, he recently settled remaining allegations that included his legal fees. The total sum wasn't announced, but he was due to receive an interim payment of 400,000 pounds ($508,000).
He has another case pending against the owner of the Daily Mail.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/royalty
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7. "One Piece, Vol. 105" by Eiichiro Oda (Viz)
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11. "Weyward" by Emilia Hart (Griffin)
12. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
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    [image: FILE - Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla arrive to attend the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Dec. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales, Princess Charlotte, Prince George, William, the Prince of Wales, Prince Louis and Mia Tindall arrive to attend the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Dec. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales, listens to staff as she and Prince William visit the Open Door Charity, a charity focused on supporting young adults across Merseyside with their mental health, using culture and creativity as the catalyst for change in Birkenhead, England, Jan. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Media gather outside The London Clinic where Kate, Princess of Wales is recovering from surgery, in London, Jan. 17, 2024. Kensington Palace says the Princess of Wales has been hospitalized after undergoing planned abdominal surgery and will remain at The London Clinic for up to two weeks. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - A selection of front pages of the British national newspapers for Feb. 6, 2024, after it was announced that King Charles III has cancer. Buckingham Palace announced Monday evening that the king has begun outpatient treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - A convoy of cars believed to be carrying Prince Harry arrive at Clarence House following the announcement of King Charles III's cancer diagnosis, in London, Feb. 6, 2024. Buckingham Palace announced Monday evening that the king has begun outpatient treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's King Charles III leaves The London Clinic in central London, Jan. 29, 2024. King Charles III was in hospital to receive treatment for an enlarged prostate. The palace's disclosure that King Charles III has been diagnosed with cancer shattered centuries of British history and tradition in which the secrecy of the monarch's health has reigned. Following close behind the shock and well wishes for the 75-year-old monarch came widespread surprise that the palace had announced anything at all. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali, File)]
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[image: FILE - First row, from left, Duchess of Glucester, Duke of Gloucester, Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, Princess Anne and Queen Camilla attend a thanksgiving service for the life of King Constantine of the Hellenes at St George's Chapel, in Windsor Castle, England, Feb. 27, 2024. Constantine II, who died on January 10, 2023 was the last King of Greece, reigning from 1964 to 1974. (Jonathan Brady/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prince William attends the annual Commonwealth Day service ceremony at Westminster Abbey in London, March 11, 2024. (Henry Nicholls/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Newspapers on display for sale, in London, March 19, 2024. A British newspaper says Prince William and his wife Catherine have been filmed at a farm shop near their Windsor home. It's the first reported footage of Kate since she had abdominal surgery for an unspecified condition two months ago. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: FILE - A general view of The London Clinic where Kate, Princess of Wales is recovering from surgery, in London, Jan. 17, 2024. A British privacy watchdog said Wednesday, March 20, 2024, it is looking into a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to access the Princess of Wales' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales, Princess Charlotte, Prince George, William, the Prince of Wales, Prince Louis and Mia Tindall arrive to attend the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Dec. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales, listens to staff as she and Prince William visit the Open Door Charity, a charity focused on supporting young adults across Merseyside with their mental health, using culture and creativity as the catalyst for change in Birkenhead, England, Jan. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Media gather outside The London Clinic where Kate, Princess of Wales is recovering from surgery, in London, Jan. 17, 2024. Kensington Palace says the Princess of Wales has been hospitalized after undergoing planned abdominal surgery and will remain at The London Clinic for up to two weeks. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - A selection of front pages of the British national newspapers for Feb. 6, 2024, after it was announced that King Charles III has cancer. Buckingham Palace announced Monday evening that the king has begun outpatient treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - A convoy of cars believed to be carrying Prince Harry arrive at Clarence House following the announcement of King Charles III's cancer diagnosis, in London, Feb. 6, 2024. Buckingham Palace announced Monday evening that the king has begun outpatient treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's King Charles III leaves The London Clinic in central London, Jan. 29, 2024. King Charles III was in hospital to receive treatment for an enlarged prostate. The palace's disclosure that King Charles III has been diagnosed with cancer shattered centuries of British history and tradition in which the secrecy of the monarch's health has reigned. Following close behind the shock and well wishes for the 75-year-old monarch came widespread surprise that the palace had announced anything at all. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali, File)]
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[image: FILE - First row, from left, Duchess of Glucester, Duke of Gloucester, Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, Princess Anne and Queen Camilla attend a thanksgiving service for the life of King Constantine of the Hellenes at St George's Chapel, in Windsor Castle, England, Feb. 27, 2024. Constantine II, who died on January 10, 2023 was the last King of Greece, reigning from 1964 to 1974. (Jonathan Brady/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prince William attends the annual Commonwealth Day service ceremony at Westminster Abbey in London, March 11, 2024. (Henry Nicholls/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Newspapers on display for sale, in London, March 19, 2024. A British newspaper says Prince William and his wife Catherine have been filmed at a farm shop near their Windsor home. It's the first reported footage of Kate since she had abdominal surgery for an unspecified condition two months ago. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: FILE - A general view of The London Clinic where Kate, Princess of Wales is recovering from surgery, in London, Jan. 17, 2024. A British privacy watchdog said Wednesday, March 20, 2024, it is looking into a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to access the Princess of Wales' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: at the Associated Press in London, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024.  (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)  ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- 2024 hasn't been a good year for Britain's royals so far. 
First came the "royal health shock" headlines when palace officials announced that King Charles III and Kate, the Princess of Wales, both had health troubles. An absence of information about Kate's health and whereabouts then fueled an increasingly frenzied rumor mill that made its way from the fringes of social media to frontpages around the world. 
Distrust of the monarchy only intensified after Kate admitted that she edited an official family photo, and palace officials have struggled to regain control of the narrative as conjecture and conspiracy theories persist. 
Here is a timeline of recent events relating to the royal family:

    


Dec. 25, 2023: Kate attends Christmas service at Sandringham, the royal estate on the eastern English coast, alongside Prince William, their children and other members of the royal family. This is the princess's last public appearance.
Jan. 16, 2024: Kate, 42, is admitted to the London Clinic and undergoes abdominal surgery. The news isn't announced until the next day.
Jan. 17: Kensington Palace reveals that Kate is recovering from a planned operation. Officials say her condition isn't cancer-related but did not specify what surgery it was, only saying it was successful. They say she will remain in the private hospital for 10-14 days and be away from public view until after Easter. 
Buckingham Palace announces on the same day that King Charles will be treated for a benign enlarged prostate.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jan. 21: Prince Andrew's ex-wife, Sarah, Duchess of York, says she has malignant melanoma, a form of skin cancer.
Jan. 26: King Charles is admitted to a London hospital for a three-day stay for his prostate treatment.
Jan. 29: Kate and Charles are both discharged from the hospital. Charles is photographed leaving the hospital with Camilla and waving at well-wishers. Kate is not pictured leaving the hospital, but officials say she is "making good progress" and will continue her recovery at home.

    


Feb. 5: Buckingham Palace announces that Charles has cance r and will receive treatment. Officials did not say what form of cancer the king has. 
Feb. 7: Prince Harry arrives in the U.K. from California to visit his father. He departs the next day. 
Feb. 27: William pulls out of a memorial service for his godfather, the late King Constantine of Greece, at the last minute, due to a "personal matter." The palace declined to elaborate but said Kate continues to do well. 
Later on the same day, Buckingham Palace says Thomas Kingston, the son-in-law of Prince Michael of Kent, has died at the age of 45. Prince Michael is a cousin of the late Queen Elizabeth II.
March 1: An inquest hears that Thomas Kingston died from a "traumatic head wound" on Feb. 25. A gun was found near his body at his parents' home. 
March 4: A photo reportedly showing Kate riding in a car with her mother Carole Middleton in Windsor circulates on social media. It is published by some international news outlets but not in any of Britain's newspapers. 
March 6: People magazine cites a royal spokesman as saying that William's "focus is on his work and not on social media."
March 10: Kensington Palace releases a photo of Kate surrounded by her three children to mark Mother's Day in Britain. The photo, the first official one since the princess underwent surgery, was retracted hours later by The Associated Press and other news agencies over concerns it had been digitally manipulated. 
March 11: Amid a new round of speculation about her health sparked by the edited family photo, Kate issues an apology on social media for the "confusion" caused. She says she "occasionally experiments with editing" like many amateur photographers. 
March 16: The Sun newspaper publishes a video reportedly showing a smiling and relaxed Kate shopping with William at a farm shop near their Windsor home. 
March 20: The Information Commissioner's Office says it is investigating a report that at least one member of staff at the London Clinic tried to snoop on Kate's medical records while she was a patient at the hospital. 

    




                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kate-middleton-charles-royal-timeline-67954d14e934129ccb8584f53096d5f4
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    [image: Mark Gatiss poses for a photo during an interview with The Associated Press at a theater, in London, Thursday, March 14, 2024. The turbulent union of actors Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor that set gossip columns aflame are the subjects of ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The world has always loved a golden couple, especially when there are hints of trouble in paradise.
Decades before millions tracked every move of Harry and Meghan, William and Kate or Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce, it was the turbulent union of actors Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor that set gossip columns aflame.
"In a time when the world was much less connected, they were like gods," said Mark Gatiss, who stars in "The Motive and the Cue," a hit play about Taylor and Burton in their 1960s heyday. "They really were. People hung off their every divorce."
"The Motive and the Cue" has had two sellout runs in London and will be broadcast in cinemas in Britain and internationally starting Thursday as part of the National Theatre Live series.
The play charts the rocky creation of a now-legendary piece of theater, a 1964 Broadway production of "Hamlet" in which Burton played William Shakespeare's tormented prince. The production was a triumph, but it was almost a disaster. Jack Thorne's backstage drama depicts the tensions between Burton, played by Johnny Flynn, and the play's director, John Gielgud, played by Gatiss. Tuppence Middleton forms the third point in the central triangle as Taylor.

    


Directed by Sam Mendes -- returning to his first love, the theater, after a film-dominated period that included James Bond thrillers "Skyfall" and "Spectre" -- it's a witty and moving look at fame's fickleness and cost. It shows Taylor and Burton essentially confined to the gilded cage of their New York hotel suite.




The brooding, velvet-voiced Burton was a megastar but craved artistic credibility. Gielgud, a dashing leading man in the 1920s and 30s, was, Gatiss said, "completely washed up."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Gielgud was a relic. He did this because it was the best offer he'd had in a long time."
The twist in the tale came in the years that followed. Burton's heavy drinking blighted his career, and he died in 1984 aged 58. Taylor also did her best work when young, married eight times -- twice to Burton -- and died in 2011.

    


Gielgud, meanwhile, had a career renaissance that brought Hollywood fame, an Academy Award -- for playing Dudley Moore's butler in "Arthur" -- and the status of elder statesman of British drama. He died beloved and lauded in 2000, aged 96.
Gielgud, Burton and Taylor are increasingly figures from history, but the play has struck a chord even with audiences who don't remember them.
"I had two friends come the other day -- they'd never heard of any of the principals, incredibly," Gatiss said during an interview in his dressing room at the Noel Coward Theatre. "But they got it, because of what it's about. It's about fame, it's about reputation, it's about legacy, it's about fathers and sons."
It's also a love letter to the theater, especially to "Hamlet," which a caption at the end of the play says has been played by an astonishing 250,000 actors. One of them was Gielgud, who performed the role in the 1930s in the same West End theater where "The Motive and the Cue" is running until March 23.

    


That coincidence tickles Gatiss, an actor-writer-director who played the great detective's brother, Mycroft Holmes, in the BBC TV series " Sherlock," which Gatiss created with Steven Moffatt.
He has won rave reviews, and an Olivier Award nomination, for his understated and moving performance as Gielgud -- "a mellifluous marvel," according to The Observer; "the performance of his career" in the view of the Daily Telegraph.
If Gielgud was once considered a relic, it's Burton who now seems an icon of a vanished age -- one in which a Welsh coal miner's son like him could break into the acting world.
Gatiss' own love of drama was inspired by teenage trips to the theater in Darlington, near his childhood home in northeast England. He worries that a combination of cuts to arts education and the soaring cost of theater tickets is turning acting into a career for the privileged.
He's enthusiastic about NT Live, which lets people see productions for the price of a movie ticket. "The Motive and the Cue" is the 99th production in the series, which began in 2009 and now broadcasts to 700 cinemas around the world. NT Live uses multiple cameras, tracking shots and close-ups to merge the immediacy of live theater and the intimacy of film.

    


"Access to the arts is becoming so strangled," Gatiss said. "There are a lot of posh actors, in a sort of 'Brideshead' kind of way. It feels like we need a 1960s-type movement of getting working-class voices into the arts."
"The great irony is, theater used to be the great democratizer," he said. "It was as low as you could get. Actors were so disreputable. I think we maybe need to get back to that."
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                    In this photo provided by the Metropolitan Opera, the cast performs during Act 1 of Puccini's "Turandot" on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at the Metropolitan Opera in New York. The Met was forced to stage a semi-staged performance of the show after a stage elevator jammed. (Karen Almond/Metropolitan Opera via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Metropolitan Opera was forced to stage a semi-staged performance of Puccini's "Turandot" on Wednesday night after a stage elevator jammed.
Met general manager Peter Gelb made an announcement from the stage before the show.
"I'm sorry to say that this is not going to be a normal night at the opera -- not that when it comes to the Met, normal and opera are two words that are typically used in the same sentence," Gelb said.
The Met usually has sets for four different operas in the house at any given time, and Gelb said the malfunction occurred as sets were moved following a daytime rehearsal of Puccini's "La Rondine (The Swallow.)" 
"Our brilliant cast, orchestra and chorus are ready to perform for you in what will be an historic first -- a semi-staged presentation of `Turandot' at the Met," Gelb said. 
The performance took place with the cast and chorus on a portion of a set used for the apartments of the three ministers of state: Ping, Pang and Pong.

    


Ticket holders were given the option of refunds. Those who remained heard a rare encore of Calaf's third-act aria "Nessun dorma (None shall sleep)" by South Korean tenor SeokJong Baek. In recent decades, encores were allowed for Luciano Pavarotti, Juan Diego Florez and Javier Camarena.
Franco Zeffirelli's staging premiered in 1987 and is among the most lavish sets in Met history, recreating an imperial throne room with 199 people on stage.
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Ramy Youssef constantly asks if jokes are harmful or helpful. He keeps telling them anyway

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fresh off his awards season high after attending the Oscars with his fellow "Poor Things" co-stars -- and presenting -- Ramy Youssef is heading back into more familiar territory. The actor and comedian will premiere his latest stand-up special March 23 on HBO and Max. In keeping with much of his previous work, "Ramy Youssef: More Feelings" doesn't shy away from fraught topics, including religion, the upcoming presidential election and the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas. Although Youssef says he is "constantly interrogating" whether tackling these subjects through comedy is a good use of his time, he thinks there is enough reason to keep doing it -- for now. (March 19)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Fresh off his awards season high after attending the Oscars with his fellow "Poor Things" stars -- and presenting -- Ramy Youssef is heading back into more familiar territory. The actor and comedian, known for the critically acclaimed Hulu series "Ramy," will premiere his latest stand-up special Saturday on HBO and Max.
In keeping with much of his previous work, "Ramy Youssef: More Feelings" doesn't shy away from fraught topics, including religion, the upcoming presidential election and the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas. Although Youssef says he is "constantly interrogating" whether tackling these subjects through comedy is a good use of his time, he thinks there is enough reason to keep doing it -- for now. The interview has been edited for clarity and brevity.

AP: This special felt very timely. I wondered how soon after Oct. 7 and the war in Gaza began that you started working on it.
YOUSSEF: I think actually what's really interesting about the special is that it appears more topical than it is. There's definitely jokes in there that were written in the last few months, and there's some of them that were even written a few days before. But I think that the bedrock of a lot of the stories that you would think I was writing in terms of a response to what was happening, I had been actually workshopping for years. I think that there's a lot of focus on Oct. 7, rightfully so, because it was obviously a horrific day. And Oct. 6 was horrific, you know? 

    


I think that's kind of the point I'm making in terms of like this not being topical material. I think there actually is some press from that first week of October that talks about it being the deadliest year ever for children anywhere, in regards to Palestinian children. So, you know, this is something that's heavy. And I think in terms of trying to find light and trying to find commonality between people, which I think is the goal of the special and kind of the goal of what I've always done.


AP: I could see some people being reluctant to broach such taboo topics through comedy. Is it a way for you to process things?
YOUSSEF: Yeah. I think for me personally it's a processing thing. It's a place again to kind of create an alternative space that is kind of without logic. Obviously, I kind of go out of my way to be pretty dumb when I'm doing stand-up. I think there's something in just figuring out, you know, is there a pocket here to let the air out somehow in terms of it being healing? It might be. It could also not be. It also could be part of the problem. I actually have no idea, to be honest with you. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And I think I'm constantly interrogating myself of like, is this helpful? And I don't think I'll ever really know. But I do know that there's a feeling that I get when I do a live show and people kind of walk out and the things that I get from the people who I meet and I get to shake their hand, or the people who write where they kind of feel, like we've kind of recharged a little bit. But yeah, no tangible answers or solutions or anything like that. Just maybe, a bit of a recharge, hopefully.

    


AP: Do you think the fear of it being hurtful is that it minimizes serious things?
YOUSSEF: Yeah. It could. It could be, maybe I should be doing something else with my time. You know, all these things are possible.
AP: It's like the Bo Burnham joke that he's healing the world with comedy.
YOUSSEF: It's interesting because I think I'd had that conversation with Bo about that actually like many years ago, just kind of around the topic of, at the very least, like when we're doing what we're doing, that we should be interrogating ourselves.

    


AP: You don't shy away from making jokes about faith. I wondered if you have felt like people are kind of holding their breath when you do that or if it's like a welcome topic.
YOUSSEF: I think there was a bit of a breath-holding when I first started talking about my spiritual inclinations on stage. And I think that's what made me realize it was really ripe for something in comedy. I would say atheism or a certain mocking of religion is almost like a baseline feature of a comedy set, as much as like going on a date is, you know? God's a punch line. Jesus is a punch line. It's funny, like when you're raised as a Muslim, it's like you never make fun of Jesus, you know, which would probably surprise people too, right? 
I'm obviously not a puritan in any sense. I mean the whole point is that I totally get the culture that I sit in. But I just kind of like to analyze it from a different way. And so it doesn't come from any sort of, truly there's no holier than thou. It's more, you know, watch me kind of drown in the act of trying to be holy. You know, I'm failing and I'll let you in on my failures. But I think I realized, pretty early on that there was a type of a gasp that made it fun to explore because it is so clear to me that it wasn't being explored with any sort of sincerity.

    


AP: That's fascinating. Do you kind of relish making people squirm a little bit?
YOUSSEF: Probably, yeah. But again, not to be sensational. It's not like ambulance chasing. It's just kind of this feeling of this is how I feel and I wonder what it would look like if we felt it together and then kind of did something with that feeling, you know? So let's bring that up and then kind of look at it and then toss it away and kind of get into something else.
AP: You also talk a lot about politics in the special. Did somebody from Joe Biden's campaign really reach out to you in 2020?
YOUSSEF: Yeah, we had a Zoom. I mean they're very nice people, by the way. Like, they're really good. And I think, you know, obviously in the special, it's kind of fun to play with those situations. We're in a really interesting predicament where it's kind of like, "Hey are you sure you want to complain about Biden? Because Trump is worse." And then it's kind of like OK, you know that's kind of that's like textbook abuse, right? You know, don't say anything because then it's going to get worse. And you say, "OK, I thought we're in a democracy. Aren't we supposed to kind of question it and poke at it?" 

    


And then I'm feeling an interesting thing where we're kind of voicing, you know, what I think is an incredibly fair argument and also starting to feel this feeling of, "Hey, you might blow this election for us." It's kind of like, you know, I think you might blow it for you. And I don't want that. I actually don't want that. I want this to work. I love being an American. I really want this to work out.
AP: And then I have to ask about Taylor Swift coming to your show. I think people didn't really know she was into comedy.
YOUSSEF: You gotta see her "Saturday Night Live." Her "SNL" was great.
AP: So were you guys already friends?
YOUSSEF: It's so funny. It's kind of like it's just one of those things where I think because she's one of the biggest people, I mean, she was like person of the year, that it kind of becomes this huge talking point or whatever. I kind of have a throwaway joke about it, but for the most part, it's like we just met, you know? Like she was a big fan of the movie, of "Poor Things." But there's almost something slightly embarrassing about like talking about it too much because it's just like we just met, you know? So I don't have like a ton to say, but she's just a really cool person.
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Some Georgia lawmakers are having second thoughts about limiting the value of the state's lucrative film tax credit.
The Senate Finance Committee voted narrowly on Wednesday to rewrite parts of House Bill 1180, which is aimed at creating limits. The bill would still require moviemakers to spend more in the state to max out the film tax credit. But it would exempt movies mostly made at large studios in Georgia from a proposed cap on how many tax credits could be cashed in by selling them to others.
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Hufstetler, a Rome Republican, said he thought the exemption for Georgia studios would be so significant that remaining productions that don't use large Georgia studios would never hit the cap, although it remains in the committee's version of the bill.
"There's essentially not a cap on it," Hufstetler told The Associated Press after the meeting. "I think there are some constraints that perhaps are needed on there. But I think at the end of the day, it's not going to really make a lot of difference.

    


Hufstetler said movie interests had negotiated the proposal with Lt. Gov. Burt Jones.




The measure moves on to the full Senate for more debate, and if it passes there, senators would have to work out their differences with the House before Georgia's legislative session ends next week. The bill's House sponsor, Republican Rep. Kasey Carpenter of Dalton, said House leaders would have to discuss their position.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think the industry should be pretty pleased," Carpenter said.
Thanks in large part to tax breaks, productions including "The Hunger Games," the Marvel movies, the Fast & Furious installment "Furious 7" and many others shot in Georgia have made the Peach State a hub for movies and television shows that might otherwise have been shot in Hollywood.
The program has supported thousands of Georgia jobs and the building of studios. But it's hugely expensive -- the state is projected to give out $1.35 billion in credits this year alone. State-sponsored evaluations show the credit's cost outweighs its economic benefit. A study last year by Georgia State University suggested the state saw a return of less than 20 cents on the dollar.

    


Most production companies don't have enough state income tax liability to use all the credits and they can't be redeemed for cash. Production companies can sell the credits to other people who owe taxes in Georgia, usually at a slight discount.
But lawmakers had grown concerned that billions of dollars in tax credits are outstanding, fearing they could all be cashed in at once. In 2022, the state auditor estimated $1.4 billion in such taxes were outstanding.
The House had proposed limiting the transfers of tax credits to 2.5% of the state budget, or about $900 million this year. The Senate bill actually lowers that cap to 2.3%, or about $830 million, but it would only apply to productions that don't use studios. Any studio with more than 1.5 million square feet (140,000 square meters) would be exempt, as well as any studio completed between now and 2027 that invests at least $100 million.

    


"I think it's a big number," Carpenter said. "I think it's a much bigger number than what left the House."
What remains in the Senate bill are requirements to do more to get the top 30% tax rate. Now, credits start at 20% of production spending, but rise to 30% if a movie or television show displays Georgia's peach logo.
Now, to get the 30% credit rate, productions would have to meet four of nine requirements, such as hiring a crew that is at least half Georgia residents, having half of all vendors be Georgia-based companies, spending at least $30 million in the state, or spending at least half the days shooting in counties where few movies have been filmed.
As amended, companies would be eligible to claim the credit if they spend at least $750,000 on a single production or spend at least $8 million over multiple productions in a year. Some independent filmmakers and producers of commercials say that might exclude them. But the committee rejected an attempt to cut the cumulative spending requirement to $3.5 million.
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                    A British privacy watchdog is investigating a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to snoop on the Princess of Wales' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery.
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    [image: FILE - A general view of The London Clinic where Kate, Princess of Wales is recovering from surgery, in London, Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2024. A British privacy watchdog said Wednesday, March 20, 2024, it is looking into a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to access the Princess of Wales' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: Artist Kaya Mar holds his painting of Britain's Prince and Princess of Wales outside Downing Street in London, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. A British privacy watchdog is looking into a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to snoop on the Princess of Wales' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery. The Information Commissioner's Office said: "We can confirm that we have received a breach report and are assessing the information provided." (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales, visits the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust and meets with some of the young people that the charity supports, May 16, 2023, in Bath, England. The scandal over Kate, Princess of Wales' family snapshot -- dubbed ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A British privacy watchdog said Wednesday it was investigating a report that staff at a private London hospital tried to snoop on the Princess of Wales ' medical records while she was a patient for abdominal surgery.
The Information Commissioner's Office said: "We can confirm that we have received a breach report and are assessing the information provided."
The Daily Mirror newspaper reported that at least one staff member at the London Clinic tried to look at Kate's notes during her stay there in January. The princess had surgery at the clinic in central London on Jan. 16 and was discharged almost two weeks later.
Kensington Palace, the office of Kate and husband Prince William, said that the report was "a matter for the London Clinic." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Did UK hospital staff try to snoop on Kate's medical records? A privacy watchdog is investigating.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on an inquiry into possible royal snooping.

    

Al Russell, the hospital's chief executive, said Wednesday that "all appropriate investigatory, regulatory and disciplinary steps will be taken." 

    


"There is no place at our hospital for those who intentionally breach the trust of any of our patients or colleagues," he said in a statement. 




Health Minister Maria Caulfield said that police had been asked to look into the matter.
"Whether they take action is a matter for them," she told LBC radio. 
"But the Information Commissioner can also take prosecutions," she added. "So there are particularly hefty implications if you are looking at notes for medical records that you should not be looking at."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The clinic in London's Marylebone neighborhood, less than two miles (around three kilometers) from Buckingham Palace, has treated several members of the royal family over the decades. King Charles III spent a weekend there in January undergoing a procedure to treat an enlarged prostate. Soon after, the palace said that doctors had diagnosed the king with an unspecified form of cancer.
Charles, 75, was withdrawn from public duties while he has cancer treatment -- a period that has coincided with Kate's disappearance from public view.

    


Kensington Palace has given little detail about Kate's condition beyond saying that it isn't cancer-related, the surgery was successful and recuperation will keep the princess away from public duties until April.
Even though that time hasn't yet elapsed, the princess' absence from public view has fueled a tide of speculation, rumor and conspiracy theories. 
On March 10, William and Kate's Kensington Palace office released a photo of Kate and her children George, Charlotte and Louis to coincide with Mother's Day in the U.K. The move backfired when The Associated Press and other news agencies retracted the picture from publication, because it appeared to have been manipulated, fueling even more conjecture. 
Kate issued a statement acknowledging that she liked to "experiment with editing" and apologizing for "any confusion" the photo had caused.
The gossip hasn't been quieted by footage published by The Sun and TMZ that appears to show Kate and husband Prince William visiting a farm shop near their Windsor home on the weekend. The video sparked a new flurry of rumor-mongering, with some armchair sleuths refusing to believe the video showed Kate at all.

    


Nelson Silva, a local resident who said he shot the footage, told The Sun that conspiracy theorists are "delusional."
"I'm not so much shocked that these comments have continued, I'm just confused how exactly they can continue," he was quoted as saying. "This is a video clearly showing her and William. I saw them with my own eyes."
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                    In the new Apple TV+ series "Palm Royale," Kristen Wiig plays a woman desperate to be a member of an exclusive club. She co-stars with an impressive cast that includes Carol Burnett, Laura Dern, Ricky Martin and Allison Janney. (March 20)
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    [image: FILE - Abe Sylvia, from left, Executive producer Katie O'Connell, Josh Lucas, Carol Burnett, Laura Dern, Ricky Martin, Jayme Lemons and Amber Chardae Robinson pose for a portrait to promote the Apple TV+ television miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kristen Wiig, left, and Josh Lucas in a scene from the series "Palm Royale." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Laura Dern in a scene from the series "Palm Royale." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Executive producer/cast member Laura Dern poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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[image: FILE - Carol Burnett poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Executive producer/director Abe Sylvia poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Josh Lucas poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - Josh Lucas poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Ricky Martin poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - Ricky Martin poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Amber Chardae Robinson poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | FILE - Amber Chardae Robinson poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10
FILE - Amber Chardae Robinson poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Amber Chardae Robinson poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - Amber Chardae Robinson poses for a portrait to promote the AppleTV+ miniseries "Palm Royale" during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour on Feb. 5, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        How do you get comedy legend Carol Burnett to sign on to your TV show when her character spends multiple episodes in a coma?
That was a task for Abe Sylvia, creator, showrunner and executive producer of the new Apple TV+ series "Palm Royale," streaming now, about a woman's efforts to enter high society.
Burnett "was curious as to where it goes," revealed Sylvia, who assured her that she would have more to do.
Fortunately, Sylvia already had a great cast lined up -- Kristen Wiig, Laura Dern (also an executive producer), Allison Janney and Leslie Bibb -- which impressed Burnett.
"She said, 'Those are the best ladies in the business. I want to be on set with them. I want to have dinner with them. I'm game.'"
Once he got a yes from Burnett, Sylvia stuck to his word that the role would be worth Burnett's time.
"I went back to the writers room. I said, 'We now have Carol Burnett playing this role. We need to make sure it is worthy of Carol Burnett.'" They added more scenes for her character -- with dialogue.

    


In hindsight, Burnett, who turns 91 in April, jokes those coma scenes weren't so bad.
"I did fall asleep, so it was perfect, although I'd been up since 5 a.m. to get ready to come there and then go back to bed,'' Burnett said.




"Palm Royale" is based on the novel "Mr. & Mrs. American Pie" by Juliet McDaniel. The series is set in 1969 and follows Wiig as Maxine Simmons, a woman who will do anything to be accepted into Palm Beach high society. For her, the pinnacle is becoming a member of an exclusive club called Palm Royale. In her first scene, Maxine scales a large fence around the property to sit by the pool and order a cocktail.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"She's complicated," said Wiig. "You still want to root for her even though it's like, what is she doing? You want her to get there and you want her to succeed, and she keeps getting in her own way."
Maxine's "in" to both Palm Royale and its members is Burnett's character, Norma D'ellacourt, who she is related to by marriage. With Norma in a coma, Maxine believes her husband will inherit her fortune.

    


It's established that Norma is the societal queen bee who seems to know everyone's secrets and the concern for her health is more surface than sincere. Most would rather she stay in a coma, which Burnett says is understandable.
"You get to know who she is and she's not a very nice person," said Burnett, "Those are really a lot of fun to play."
"Palm Royale" also gave Burnett the opportunity to improvise with Wiig, who shares a sketch comedy background. Wiig is a "Saturday Night Live" alum.
"We would do the script, and then the director would say, 'OK, do it for yourselves now' so that we could play. That's a great gift to any actor," said Burnett.
Janney plays a socialite who is a lady-in-waiting for Burnett's throne. Janney, an Oscar winner, says working with Burnett legitimized her career to her father.
"I'm not even kidding. He was so over the moon. I've never seen him get excited about anything I've done before," she said.
Not everyone desires to be a part of the upper echelon in Palm Beach. Dern plays Linda Shaw, who has the wealth and family history to be included but scoffs at its superficiality and focuses on social issues like women's rights.

    


Because Dern has been fortunate enough to have some exciting roles in her own career, she wants others to have that opportunity.
"Being raised by an actress was a big influence in that want, as we fight for equity in varying ways," said Dern, the daughter of Diane Ladd. "I think ageism is not talked about enough. Creating opportunity where an ensemble could include Kaia Gerber all the way to Carol Burnett was really exciting."
The cast also includes Amber Chardae Robinson, Mindy Cohn and Josh Lucas, who plays Maxine's husband,
Ricky Martin portrays D'ellacourt's caretaker who also works at the Palm Royale. For Martin, the series gave him an opportunity to perform comedy for the first time and try to hold his own in scenes with "maestros in comedy."
"I love difficult tasks. I'm a Capricorn," said Martin. "If it's challenging, I'm in. I'm seduced by it, and I want to be good at it."

    


He learned that less is more when going for laughs. "I didn't know that was the key until I was surrounded by this group of people," he said.
Martin would love to still be working at 90, like Burnett.
"She walks onto set and makes everyone feel good. Even in a coma, she makes people laugh without opening her mouth."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Apollo theater and Opera Philadelphia announced a five-year partnership Wednesday to support new operas by Black artists.
The two organizations collaborated on the New York premieres of Daniel Schnyder's "Charlie Parker's Yardbird" in 2016 and Daniel Bernard Roumain's "We Shall Not Be Moved" the following year, both after world premieres in Philadelphia.
Composers and subjects for the new works were not announced. An initial five-year term was planned for the partnership.
The Cincinnati Opera is premiering an Afrofuturist-themed production of Kevin Day's "Lalovavi" on June 19, 2025, and hopes to present a Maria Thompson Corley composition on the life of U.S. Rep. John Lewis in 2026.
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    [image: Bruce Springsteen, left, and Stevie Van Zandt, right, sing during a concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen plays his guitar on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen sings on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen performs during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen sings on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen, right, is joined by guitarist Nils Lofgren, left, Jake Clemons second from left, on saxophone, Soozie Tyrell, center, on violin, and Max Weinberg, second from right, on drums as they perform during Springsteen's concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen, left, and Stevie Van Zandt, right, play their guitars on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Bruce Springsteen, left, and Stevie Van Zandt, right, play their guitars on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bruce Springsteen shouts to the crowd on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen sings on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen performs during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen sings on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen, right, is joined by guitarist Nils Lofgren, left, Jake Clemons second from left, on saxophone, Soozie Tyrell, center, on violin, and Max Weinberg, second from right, on drums as they perform during Springsteen's concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Bruce Springsteen, left, and Stevie Van Zandt, right, play their guitars on stage during his concert of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band World Tour 2024 performance Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band returned to the stage Tuesday evening at the Footprint Center in Phoenix in a triumphant reboot of the Boss' postponed 2023 world tour.
In September Springsteen, 74, announced his tour would be delayed until 2024, citing doctor's advice as he recovered from peptic ulcer disease.
"The Boss" arrived on stage to an audience chorus of "Bruuuuce!" Wearing dark jeans and a rolled up red plaid flannel shirt, he had the energy of a man half his age. His signature "One, two, three, four" was the only thing that separated most songs, showing no signs of his illness from the previous year. Once he shouted, "Good evening, Arizona" the show was off and running.
Springsteen spoke to the crowd briefly about his illness prior to playing his final song "I'll See You In My Dreams" solo on stage. "Phoenix, first I want to apologize if there was any discomfort because we had to move the show last time. . . . I hope we didn't inconvenience you too much."





    


The 29-song show came in just under three hours, but "The Boss" hardly broke a sweat while showing off a strong voice, all the while dancing, tearing into guitar solos, playing the harmonica and even ripping his shirt open near the end of the show.
On stage with Springsteen was the legendary E Street Band which features drummer Max Weinberg, bassist Garry Tallent, keyboardists Roy Bittan and Charlie Giordano, guitarists Stevie Van Zandt and Nils Lofgren, saxophonist Jake Clemons -- nephew of original and still missed sax man Clarence Clemons who died in 2011 -- guitarist and violin player Soozie Tyrell, a full horn and brass section and four backup vocalists. The only missing member of the band was Springsteen's wife, singer and guitarist Patti Scialfa.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Springsteen performed most of the hits in his vast collection, minus "Born In The U.S.A.," but he added covers "Nightshift" by the Commodores, "Because The Night" by Patti Smith Group, and a surprise: "Twist and Shout" by The Beatles. Fans went wild for "No Surrender," "Born To Run," "Rosalita," "Dancing In The Dark," "Glory Days" and "Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out" that left the rocker grinning from ear-to-ear as he conducted fans singing along like his own chorus.

    


This year has been particularly challenging for Springsteen. In addition to his health issues, in January his mother, Adele Ann Springsteen, a fan favorite who could frequently be seen dancing at his shows, died. She was 98. 
Two days after her death, Springsteen performed at the 2024 MusiCares Person of the Year event, which honored Jon Bon Jovi for his musical achievements and philanthropic efforts. 
The 2024 edition of the tour kicked off in Phoenix and ends Nov. 22 in Vancouver, Canada. It hits 17 countries across 52 dates, including a special performance on Sept. 15 where Springsteen will headline the Sea.Hear.Now Festival in his hometown of Asbury Park, New Jersey.
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                    A law that would allow Texas law enforcement to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. is back on hold. The Justice Department is challenging the law, saying Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority while Texas argues it has a right to take action over what the governor has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
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    [image: Migrants who crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico are lined up for processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Oct. 19, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas.  (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Migrants wait to climb over concertina wire after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A federal appeals court based in New Orleans has become a prime destination for conservatives pursuing legal strategies to bolster gun rights, stop abortion or -- as was the case Wednesday -- block immigration. 
The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, one of 13 federal appellate courts around the nation, has 17 full-time judges. Twelve were appointed by Republican presidents, including six by former President Donald Trump.
Wednesday's arguments centered around an on-again-off-again effort to let local authorities in Texas arrest migrants suspected of illegally crossing the border. But that's just the latest immigration case to come before the 5th Circuit -- and just the latest in a series of hot-button issues.
The court hears appeals of rulings from federal district courts in Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi. Conservative opposition to Democratic President Joe Biden's policies often follows a well-worn path that starts in federal district courts in Texas and western Louisiana, where Republican-appointed judges dominate. Win or lose, appeals of such cases go to the reliably conservative 5th Circuit.

    


The tactic that critics deride as "judge shopping" has led to a disputed new federal court policy for allotting cases. But it's hardly novel: During Trump's presidency, blue states often took their gripes to the 9th Circuit in San Francisco, which is known for its liberal bent. Democratic-led states and immigrant advocacy groups won big decisions there, including against Trump's border wall and a policy that would have denied asylum to people who travel though another country without seeking protection there.




The panel that heard Wednesday's arguments included Biden-nominated Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez and two Republican-picked judges: Priscilla Richman, who was nominated by former President George W. Bush, and Andrew Oldham, a Trump nominee and a former aide to Texas Gov. Greg Abbott. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cases are typically heard by panels of three randomly assigned judges. But the full 17-member 5th Circuit court can vote to reconsider a panel's decision, maintaining conservatives' dominance. The Supreme Court has the final say, and although it it is also dominated by conservatives, it has tempered or reversed certain 5th Circuit decisions.

    


OTHER IMMIGRATION CASES
The Texas case decided this week was only one of the major immigration cases pitting the state's Republican leadership against the Biden administration. In one of the other cases, the appeals court reversed an order that required Texas to move a floating barrier on the Rio Grande. 
During Biden's first days in office, U.S. District Judge Drew Tipton, a Trump appointee, invalidated a 100-day pause on deportations and narrower priorities on whom to deport. The appeals court upheld Tipton's decision, which was overturned last year in a 8-1 Supreme Court ruling.
ABORTION AND CONTRACEPTION
Even before the Supreme Court's decision overturning Roe v. Wade, 5th Circuit judges had a history of chipping away at abortion rights. After that decision, a 5th Circuit panel issued a ruling tightening restrictions on mifepristone, the drug used in the nation's most common method of abortion. The Supreme Court put the ruling on hold while it considers the appeal, but if it stands, it would end mail-order access to the drug and enact other restrictions.

    


Just last week, a 5th Circuit panel ruled that Texas can keep requiring minors to get parental consent to obtain birth control without running afoul of a federally funded pregnancy health program. The Biden administration had argued that Title X preempts the Texas parental consent requirement.
SOCIAL MEDIA
Republicans in Missouri and Louisiana filed a lawsuit in northern Louisiana saying Biden administration efforts to get social media platforms to take down misinformation about COVID-19 and other topics amounted to illegal censorship. The district judge -- a Trump nominee -- issued a sweeping order blocking administration contacts with social media companies. 
After a hearing last year in which members alluded to mobster movies while discussing the administration's alleged heavy-handedness ("That's a really nice social media platform you got there. It'd be a shame if something happened to it," Trump nominee Don Willett joked), a 5th Circuit panel narrowed the judge's ruling. But it still found that the Biden administration had probably brought unconstitutional pressure on the platforms and said officials can't attempt to "coerce or significantly encourage" changes in online content. 

    


Even that narrowed ruling might not stand. A majority of Supreme Court justices hearing arguments recently seemed broadly skeptical of the states' arguments. A ruling from the high court is pending.
GUNS
In cases still awaiting final Supreme Court decisions, the 5th Circuit struck down a 1994 ban on firearms for people who are legally required to stay away from their former spouses or partners. Supreme Court justices seemed likely to preserve the law, however, after hearing arguments in a pending case.

    


The high court is also weighing an appeal of a 5th Circuit ruling striking down a federal ban on bump stocks, which are devices that enable guns to fire more rapidly and mimic illegal automatic weapons.
OTHER ISSUES
Conservatives have taken battles over former President Barack Obama's signature health care law, Biden's energy policy and a host of regulatory issues on a path through the 5th Circuit, with varying degrees of success.
There are no guarantees on outcomes. On Wednesday, for instance, Texas authorities defending the state's new migrant arrest law faced skeptical questioning from the appellate panel, which had two Republican appointees, about how enforcement would work. 
____
Associated Press reporters Elliot Spagat in San Diego, Lindsay Whitehurst in Washington and Paul Weber in Dallas contributed to this report.
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                    A law that would allow Texas law enforcement to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. is back on hold. The Justice Department is challenging the law, saying Texas is overstepping the federal government's immigration authority while Texas argues it has a right to take action over what the governor has described as an "invasion" of migrants on the border.
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    [image: Members of the National Guard patrol a road near a federal border wall Tuesday evening, March 19, 2024, in Hidalgo, Texas. . A divided Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed Texas to begin enforcing a law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally while a legal battle over the measure plays out. (AP Photo/Valerie Gonzalez)]
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[image: Two members of the National Guard patrol an area of land behind the federal border wall Tuesday evening, March 19, 2024, in Mission, Texas. A divided Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed Texas to begin enforcing a law that gives police broad powers to arrest migrants suspected of crossing the border illegally while a legal battle over the measure plays out. (AP Photo/Valerie Gonzalez)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Immigration laws are federal laws -- not state laws -- and enforcement of immigration law is the domain of federal law enforcement. Homeland Security agents and officers are responsible for arresting migrants who are caught crossing the U.S. border illegally, whether from Mexico or Canada. They're also responsible for arresting and deporting people who are in the country illegally. 
That's why the news in Texas over immigration enforcement is so unusual. Lawmakers there passed a bill that would make illegally crossing the border a state crime, which would theoretically allow state law enforcement to arrest migrants. But that clashes with how, generally, laws work in the U.S. The Texas law was supposed to go into effect this month, but there's been a big back-and-forth in the courts about that. 
Here's a closer look: 

    


FEDERAL V. STATE LAWS
In general, it works like this: State legislators make laws for their states that are enforced by state police or state patrol or other local law enforcement. The federal government does the same for the nation overall, and federal law enforcement agents like the FBI or U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers enforce those laws. Generally, federal laws take precedence over state laws. 
But states can and often do pass legislation that encroaches on federal law. That's when things get really murky. 
THE TEXAS LAW
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has been increasingly looking to take immigration matters into his own hands. The Republican governor is a huge critic of President Joe Biden and says the Democratic administration's policies are failing. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In November, Texas passed a law known as S.B. 4 that would make it a state crime to cross into Texas from a foreign country anywhere other than a legal port of entry. It would be considered a misdemeanor on the first offense and a felony after that. The passage of this law would mean that state police officers could arrest any migrant caught crossing illegally. Previously, they were limited to arresting migrants found on private land for trespassing.

    


WHERE THINGS STAND
Right now, the law is on hold after lots of back-and-forth in the courts that has gone all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. On Tuesday, the court allowed Texas to give local law enforcement the ability to arrest migrants. The court's conservative majority rejected an emergency application from the Biden administration to stop the law from going into effect. The Biden administration argued the law is a clear violation of federal authority that would cause chaos in immigration law. 
But then a federal appeals court issued an order that prevents Texas from enforcing the law. That's where things are right now. 
HOW DO IMMIGRATION ARRESTS WORK? 
At the U.S. border, Border Patrol agents arrest people caught crossing illegally and send them to Border Patrol stations, where they are placed into deportation proceedings.
Some are then transferred to immigration detention, which is managed by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Others are released into the U.S. to wait for their deportation hearings and appear for immigration court hearings. Immigration court is run by a third agency overseen by the Justice Department. 

    


Customs officers, meanwhile, check identification at ports of entry, and they arrest anyone caught smuggling people over the border in vehicles. 
ICE officers also arrest and deport people already in the interior of the United States. Usually these migrants are targeted because they're accused of committing some other local crime. Other agents arrest employers suspected of mistreating migrants.
If someone is arrested by local or state police, it's for a crime unrelated to immigration. They're turned over to immigration authorities once they've been adjudicated.
HAS ANYONE BEEN ARRESTED? 
Texas authorities had not announced any arrests made under the law while it was briefly enforceable. 
As for federal arrests, yes. The Border Patrol, an agency under Homeland Security, arrests migrants caught crossing illegally. The patrol's most recent data is from January, and it's broken out by sector. In the Del Rio sector, it made 16,712 arrests. In the Rio Grande Valley, there were 7,340. Those arrests are down considerably from earlier months. 

    


HAS ANY OTHER STATE TRIED THIS BEFORE? 
Yes. Another border state, Arizona, passed a similar law in 2010 that authorized police to arrest migrants if there was probable cause they had committed an offense that would make them deportable, and it made it a state crime for "unauthorized immigrants" to fail to carry registration papers and other government identification. This case, too, went up to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
But many of the provisions were struck down. 
"The National Government has significant power to regulate immigration," former Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote in the majority opinion. "Arizona may have understandable frustrations with the problems caused by illegal immigration while that process continues, but the state may not pursue policies that undermine federal law."
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    [image: FILE - A couple takes a selfie with cherry blossoms at Fairmount Park in Philadelphia, March 29, 2023. The United States can expect a nice spring break from past too rainy or too dry extremes, federal meteorologists predicted Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        The United States can expect a nice spring break from past too rainy or too dry extremes, federal meteorologists predicted Thursday.
After some rough seasons of drought, flooding and fires, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's spring outlook calls for a less hectic spring that should be warmer and wetter, but not prone to major flooding and drought at low levels. 
There is zero major or record flooding forecast, with much of the East and Southeast predicted to get more nuisance-type flooding that doesn't cause property damage, said Ed Clark, director of NOAA's National Water Center in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Less than a quarter of the country is in drought with just 0.14% of the nation experiencing the highest level of drought, which is unusually low, said Jon Gottschalck, operations branch chief for NOAA's Climate Prediction Center.

    


In other words, a sweet spot.
"We certainly are pleased to see the lack of major flooding and the upper Mississippi portions of the Red River in the north, which we typically see this time of year," Clark said. "In fact, this is one of the first outlooks I've seen in a long time where we have not had major flooding projected for some portion of the country." 




"The lack of flooding is really a boon for the nation," Clark said.
Former NOAA chief scientist Ryan Maue, a private meteorologist not involved in the spring forecast said there is likely to be a bit of "overtime winter" at the end of the month for the Great Lakes and Midwest, but spring is looking good. He and others said what's happening is the world is transitioning from a strong El Nino, which is a warming of the central Pacific that changes weather worldwide, to a forecast summer La Nina, which is El Nino's cooler cousin that also warps weather.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"A mild wet pattern for the next 1-2 months will probably give way to a hot, dry La Nina summer, but until then we may actually see a bonafide spring transition season rather than flipping the switch directly to summer," Maue said in an email.

    


But there's some asterisks in the rosy forecasts.
Near the end of spring, flow rates along the lower part of the Mississippi River could be low for barge traffic, Clark said. Wildfire risk is still high in parts of the country, including the southern High Plains region, Gottschalck said.
"Things can change very quickly during the spring," Gottschalck said. "We are worried about some areas where extreme heat, wildfire risk, where some of the dry conditions" continue in the Southwest, lower Southern Plains, Northern Plains and Upper Mississippi Valley.
The NOAA forecast doesn't look precisely at tornadoes or severe storms. And that may be a bigger problem than usual this spring, mostly because a warm relatively ice-and-snow-free winter in the Midwest sets up conditions ripe for tornadoes, hail and severe storms, said Victor Gensini, a meteorology professor at Northern Illinois University.
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
______
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- A nationwide technology problem briefly interrupted services Thursday at state offices that handle driver's licenses, officials said.
The outage, which lasted from approximately 9:50 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. EDT, was "due to a loss in cloud connectivity," the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators said.
"This prevented a number of motor vehicle agencies from issuing driver licenses and vehicle titles during the outage," the group said in a written statement.
The association, based in Arlington, Virginia, maintains a national computer network to allow the exchange of driver's license information, including driver records.
The cause of the outage was being investigated.
Illinois and Virginia were among states that used social media to say services had been interrupted.
"Every state uses the system to verify a driver's eligibility for a license and for other critical functions," the Illinois secretary of state's office said in an emailed statement. 
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    [image: FILE - Daniel Banyai, the owner of Slate Ridge, speaks to supporters, April 17, 2021, in West Pawlet, Vt., during a Second Amendment Day Picnic. Banyai, the owner of a former firearms training center in Vermont, was arrested on Wednesday, March 20, 2024 in Pawlet, Vermont, state police said. (AP Photo/Wilson Ring, File)]
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[image: Daniel Banyai appears remotely in Rutland County Superior criminal court in Rutland, Vt., on Thursday, March 21, 2024. Banya, the owner of a firearms training center in Vermont has pleaded not guilty to felony aggravated assault stemming from an altercation during his arrest.(Glenn Russell/VTDigger via AP, Pool)]
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                                        RUTLAND, Vt. (AP) -- The owner of a firearms training center in Vermont who was ordered arrested by a judge in December in a long-running legal battle with a town pleaded not guilty to felony aggravated assault Thursday stemming from a scuffle during his arrest the day before, authorities said.
Daniel Banyai, with one eye swollen nearly shut, attended his arraignment by video from the Rutland jail. His public defender entered a not guilty plea and the judge ordered Banyai held on $15,000 bail
Banyai was a passenger in a vehicle that a Pawlet town constable pulled over for speeding Wednesday, Vermont State Police said. When Constable Thomas Covino ordered Banyai out of the vehicle, he refused and called Covino a "dirty cop," according to the police affidavit. Covino said he called dispatch and asked for a state police trooper to respond but was told that a trooper was 35 to 40 minutes away, the affidavit states.

    


After repeatedly attempting to get Daniel to get out of the vehicle, the constable told Banyai he was going to use pepper spray. Banyai then made a fist while yelling at him, the constable said. Banyai struck Covino on the left side of the head, according the affidavit, and a scuffle ensued.




Covino said he didn't know if Banyai hit him first or he pepper-sprayed first. The constable managed to get Banyai on the ground and placed him in handcuffs, then attempted to get the pepper spray off Banyai's face at his request.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He was treated at a Rutland hospital for minor injuries, and the constable was evaluated by a rescue squad. Banyai is charged with aggravated assault with the intent to prevent a law enforcement officer from performing lawful duty. 
If he makes bail and is released, the judge ordered he be on a nightly curfew from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. at his property in West Pawlet and is not allowed to leave the state unless he has permission from the court. 

    


The Rutland County state's attorney sought a 24-hour-curfew for Banyai saying he is a risk of flight and has a conviction in New York for possession of a weapon and contempt of court. 
In December, a Vermont Environmental Court judge ruled that Banyai was in contempt of court for failing to completely remove all unpermitted structures on his property in a long-running legal battle with the town. It was the second time last year that a judge ordered him arrested. 
The Rutland County Sheriff and Vermont State Police were ordered to report to the judge on their efforts to arrest him and said in court papers that they had visited the property multiple times and were told he had left the state. 
The Pawlet property, known as Slate Ridge, included buildings and two firing ranges. After complaints from neighbors, the town attempted for several years to get Banyai to remove the structures. Three years ago, the Environmental Court ordered Banyai to end any firearms training at the center and remove unpermitted structures. His appeal to Vermont Supreme Court was rejected.
In February 2023, a judge issued a scathing order that Banyai was in contempt of court for deliberately flouting a series of court orders issued since the start of the case. At the time he faced jail and fines that could exceed $100,000 if he failed to comply by June 23.
In response to Slate Ridge, a bill was passed in the Legislature making it a crime to own or operate paramilitary training camps in the state. Republican Gov. Phil Scott signed it into law in May.
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    [image: A Security member stands guard at one of the entrance of the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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[image: Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor, prior to Reddit IPO, Thursday, March. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Stocks extended their push to record heights on Wall Street Thursday, led by big gains for chipmakers. 
The S&P 500 was 0.5% higher in afternoon trading and on track to set an all-time high for a third straight day. Roughly 75% of stocks in the index gained ground.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 317 points, or 0.8% as of 2:30 p.m. Eastern. The Nasdaq composite was 0.4% higher. Both indexes are also adding to records set a day earlier. 
Micron surged 15.2% and led chipmakers higher after reporting much stronger results for its latest quarter than expected. It also gave a forecast for profit in the current quarter that topped analysts' estimates, as it benefits from a rush into artificial intelligence. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street extends records, led by chipmakers. Apple falls on DoJ suit
    

    
    
    The AP's Seth Sutel reports stocks keep moving higher. 

    

Chipmaker Broadcom jumped 7% and was an even stronger force pushing the S&P 500 upward. It held an investor presentation a day earlier on its opportunities in AI. A general frenzy around AI technology on Wall Street has sent some stocks to dizzying heights. 

    


Reddit climbed 35.9% in its debut as a publicly traded stock. The eclectic bazaar of online communities offered its stock at an initial price of $34 a share.




They helped to more than offset a 4.3% slump for Apple after the Justice Department announced a sweeping antitrust lawsuit against the iPhone maker. It accuses the tech giant of engineering an illegal monopoly in smartphones that boxes out competitors and stifles innovation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Accenture was another weight on the market after dropping 8.8%. The consulting and professional services company reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. But its forecast for profit over this full fiscal year fell short of estimates. 
Olive Garden owner Darden Restaurants fell 6.7% after its revenue forecast for the full fiscal year came up shy of anlaysts'.
Treasury yields were mostly steady a day after the Federal Reserve said it still expects to make three rate cuts this year. That helped calm some worries on Wall Street that it would pull some cuts off the table following some hotter-than-expected inflation reports. 

    


Lower interest rates would relax pressure on the economy and the financial system. Wall Street expects the Fed to start cutting rates at its meeting in June.
Some reports Thursday morning suggested the U.S. economy is doing better than expected, even in the fact of high rates. Fewer U.S. workers filed for unemployment benefits last week, another signal of a remarkably resilient job market. 
A measure of manufacturing activity in the mid-Atlantic region unexpectedly grew, while a preliminary look at manufacturing nationwide was also better than expected. 
Wall Street will get its next big inflation update next week when the U.S. reports personal consumption and expenditures data for February. It is the Fed's preferred measure of inflation. Overall, inflation has eased by several measures since spiking in the middle of 2022, though progress stalled in the first two months of this year.
Markets in Europe and Asia mostly gained ground. 

    


The Chinese government announced fresh measures to support its economy.
The Swiss National Bank said it is trimming its key interest rate, a surprise move that makes Switzerland the first major financial center to announce a cut in recent months. The Bank of England kept its main interest rate unchanged at a 16-year high and avoided signaling when it might start to cut even though inflation has dropped sharply.
_______________
AP Business Writer Yuri Kageyama contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-market-rates-fed-inflation-40ed6e8dc1dbc3933fa5c883b534fa7f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Famed battleship USS New Jersey floating down Delaware River to Philadelphia for maintenance | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Famed battleship USS New Jersey floating down Delaware River to Philadelphia for maintenance

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey moved down Delaware River Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey moved down the Delaware River, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard six. The maintenance work is expected to take about two months. It has been a floating museum since 2011. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey pass beneath the Walt Whitman Bridge, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard six. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: FILE - The Battleship USS New Jersey is towed past the Delaware Memorial Bridge between New Jersey and Delaware on the Delaware River Thursday, Nov. 11, 1999. The New Jersey is returning to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard where it was christened and launched in 1942. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File )]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | FILE - The Battleship USS New Jersey is towed past the Delaware Memorial Bridge between New Jersey and Delaware on the Delaware River Thursday, Nov. 11, 1999. The New Jersey is returning to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard where it was christened and launched in 1942. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File )


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lights illuminate the USS New Jersey in Camden, N.J., Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. The battleship is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on March 21, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey pass beneath the Walt Whitman Bridge, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard six. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey moved down the Delaware River, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard six. The maintenance work is expected to take about two months. It has been a floating museum since 2011. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in Gloucester City, N.J., to view the USS New Jersey pass beneath the Walt Whitman Bridge, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The retired battleship is initially headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking, and will then go to the Philadelphia Navy Yard six. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: FILE - The Battleship USS New Jersey is towed past the Delaware Memorial Bridge between New Jersey and Delaware on the Delaware River Thursday, Nov. 11, 1999. The New Jersey is returning to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard where it was christened and launched in 1942. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File )]
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[image: Lights illuminate the USS New Jersey in Camden, N.J., Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. The battleship is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on March 21, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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Lights illuminate the USS New Jersey in Camden, N.J., Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. The battleship is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on March 21, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. The USS New Jersey is scheduled to move from its dock in Camden on Thursday, March 21, 2024, when it will head to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        A famed battleship was floating down the Delaware River on Thursday as the USS New Jersey left its dock in Camden, New Jersey, on its way to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for extensive maintenance work.
The vessel, guided by tugboats, was first headed to the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, where it will be balanced to prepare for dry docking and will then go to the Navy Yard in six days.
The maintenance work is expected to take about two months to complete, officials said. Three major repair projects are planned, including repainting the ship's hull, fixing the anti-corrosion system underneath the ship and inspecting through-hull openings.
The battleship, which was built in the 1940s in Philadelphia, served for about 50 years before its retirement in February 1991. It has been a floating museum since 2011. The ship was built at the former Philadelphia Naval Shipyard and was launched from there on Dec. 7, 1942, the first anniversary of the Japanese air attack on Pearl Harbor.

    


The ship is the most decorated battleship in Navy history, earning distinction in World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War and conflicts in the Middle East, according to its website. The ship steamed more miles, fought in more battles and fired more shells in combat than any other battleship.




Thursday's ceremony was attended by some veterans who served aboard the ship, including Capt. Walter M. Urban Jr., who was a public affairs officer from 1970 to 2000, serving with both the Army and Navy Reserve. He worked aboard the battleship in February 1985 and February 1991 and remembers those times fondly.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You always felt the presence of those who walked the decks before you," Urban said. "She was born in a time of war, was a symbol of our great country at that time .... to be part of that history and see her today about 81 years later is fascinating."

    


Ryan Szimanski, the battleship's curator, said moving the ship could be "a once in a generation occurrence." He described the ship as "one of the most impressive man-made objects ever," noting it's the size of a 90-story office building, can displace 57,500 tons and can move through the water at about 38 mph (61 kph).
Szimanski said there are some concerns about the move, mainly due to the ship's age, but believes things will go smoothly.
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    [image: FILE - This image taken Jan. 7, 2024, and released by the National Transportation Safety Board, shows a section of the Boeing 737-9 Max that lost a panel in flight, in Portland, Ore. Boeing says the head of its 737 jetliner program is leaving the company immediately, paving the way for the aircraft maker to appoint new leadership at the troubled division. (NTSB via AP)]
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                                        The heads of leading U.S. airlines want to meet with Boeing and hear the aircraft manufacturer's strategy for fixing quality-control problems that have gained attention since a panel blew out of an Alaska Airlines jetliner in January, people familiar with the situation said Thursday.
The meeting is likely to take place next week, according to a person who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe private discussions between Boeing and the airlines.
The request by airline leaders was reported first by The Wall Street Journal.
The newspaper said that Boeing CEO David Calhoun is not expected to meet with the airline officials, and that Boeing has offered to send its chairman, former Continental Airlines CEO Lawrence Kellner, and other board members.
Boeing declined to comment. 
The company's chief financial officer, Brian West, said at an investor conference Wednesday that the slowdown in aircraft production would cause Boeing to burn through $4 billion to $4.5 billion in cash flow during the first quarter, which ends March 31.

    


"We put the customers in a tight spot ... the slowdown has impacted us, and it has impacted them," West said. He said airline customers "have been supportive of everything we are trying to do to enhance safety and quality for the industry."




United Airlines and American Airlines declined to comment on the airlines' request, and Alaska Airlines did not immediately respond to an inquiry. A Southwest spokesman declined to comment on specific meetings but said, "We have ongoing, frequent communication with Boeing, which is not new and will continue."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Airline CEOs have been outspoken in their frustration with Boeing's manufacturing problems, which have slowed deliveries of planes that the carriers were counting on.
Southwest, which has an all-Boeing fleet, said last week that the company told it to expect 46 new planes this year instead of 79, which will force Southwest to reduce its planned schedule. 
United is considering buying Airbus jets because increased scrutiny of Boeing is likely to further delay the launch of a planned new, larger Max model.
Boeing shares have dropped 28% this year from fallout over the Alaska accident and production problems. 
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                                        JEANNETTE, Pa. (AP) -- Investigators were searching Thursday for the cause of a fire that tore through a house in the Pittsburgh suburbs, killing a man and four children and spreading to another house before the flames were extinguished.
Firefighters arrived quickly but found the two-story house in Jeannette already engulfed. The man's fiancee and two other children were rescued by a neighbor, police and firefighters. 
Neighbor Jack Mull said he saw the flames when he stepped outside to have a cigarette early Wednesday, just after midnight. He screamed at his daughter to call 911 and raced to get a ladder. He told reporters he saw the children's mother, Miranda John, standing on a rear roof with a small child.
"The mother, she just didn't want to give up," said Mull, adding she tried to go back inside. "It's the worst thing you could ever imagine, knowing they were in there."

    


Miranda John and the surviving children, ages 10 and 1, were hospitalized.
The Westmoreland County coroner identified the victims as Tyler J. King, 27; Kyson John, 7; Kinzleigh John, 6; Keagan John, 3; and 1-month-old Korbyn John. The coroner's office said a ruling on the cause and manner of death was pending further investigation. Autopsies were performed.




"It's a devastating loss for our families," said Delena Lewis, Tyler King's mother. "Not only mine, but his fiancee and the other two surviving children. They're left without a father. How do you explain that to them?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jeannette Fire Chief Bill Frye said a nearby hydrant didn't supply enough water to fight the raging blaze, and additional tanker trucks had to be called in.
"That's when we were able to get sufficient water to bring the fire under control," he said. "By the point we got water, the main house was already collapsing."
The fire spread to the house next door, but everyone there evacuated without injury.

    


A prayer vigil was held outside City Hall later Wednesday.
A state police fire marshal unit and city police were among the agencies working to determine the origin and cause of the fire, and "it could be some time" before a ruling is made, Trooper Clifford Greenfield, a state police spokesperson, said Thursday.
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    [image: Mark F. Bawers, left, and his won Mark A. Bawers, right, check their phones while waiting for the NCAA basketball tournament to begin as they sit in the sports book at Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Wednesday, March 21, 2024. The American Gaming Association estimates Americans will wager $2.72 billion with legal outlets this year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Gamblers wait for the March Madness tournament to begin while watching screens at the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City N.J, while waiting for the March Madness college basketball tournament to begin in Atlantic City N.J. on Wednesday, March 21, 2024. The American Gaming Association estimates Americans will wager $2.72 billion with legal outlets this year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Anthony Sanguino, left and Jerry Veglia, right, discuss their bets at the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City N.J, while waiting for the March Madness college basketball tournament to begin in Atlantic City N.J. on Wednesday, March 21, 2024. The American Gaming Association estimates Americans will wager $2.72 billion with legal outlets this year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: NCAA basketball tournament brackets are displayed on video screens at the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Wednesday, March 21, 2024. The American Gaming Association estimates Americans will wager $2.72 billion with legal outlets this year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- This is the best time of the year for Mark Bawers: Day after day of uninterrupted college basketball, all of it consequential.
"I love how excited everyone gets -- every shot matters to someone: on the points spread, the total, on a bracket," he said. "Someone's happy and someone's upset with every shot."
Particularly those who have some money on the game. The annual NCAA basketball championship tournaments for men and women are the biggest betting events of the year, spanning several weeks.
The American Gaming Association estimates that American adults will legally wager $2.72 billion on the tournaments this year, with sports betting being legal in 38 states plus Washington, D.C.
Finances aside, the start of March Madness is a cultural event in the U.S., with people taking off work to gorge on televised hoops. Others who go to work may pretend to be busy, while frequently checking the scores on their phones, if they're not streaming it.

    


Joe Mascali of Sayreville, New Jersey has seen it firsthand.
"I work in IT, so we would steal part of the bandwith to watch the games," said Mascali.




His pick is the same as that of many other people this year, including fans as disparate as ESPN host Stephen A. Smith and former President Barack Obama: a repeat by defending champion Connecticut.
UConn is the betting favorite on most platforms. On FanDuel, the official odds provider for The Associated Press, Connecticut is +370, meaning a $100 bet on them would win $370, for a total payout of $470, including the bettor's initial stake.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Connecticut has the most bets at FanDuel 17%, followed by North Carolina at 16%, Kentucky at 15% and Purdue at 7%.
Connecticut was also the pick of Bawers, who drove from Dover, Delaware with his father to watch the games at Atlantic City's Golden Nugget casino. His father picked Houston, as he has for the past three years.

    


Also picking Houston was high-profile gambler Jim McIngvale, a businessman who calls himself "Mattress Mack" and who regularly bets $1 million or more on Houston teams to win national championships. His wager with Caesars would pay $7.5 million if it wins.
A survey of 2,000 college basketball fans commissioned by the Tipico sports book found that the average fan will spend at least 36 hours involved with the tournament, including 13 hours of watching games, 10 hours of watching related content, and six hours creating brackets and placing bets.
Anthony Sanguino of Flanders, New Jersey used to fly to Las Vegas most years to watch and bet on the tournament. But once New Jersey won a U.S. Supreme Court case in 2018 clearing the way for any state to offer it legally, he has been alternating trips to Las Vegas with visits to Atlantic City casinos. On Thursday, he was with a group of friends at the Golden Nugget, where they had placed bets on 11 games as of an hour before the first contest tipped off.
His pick to win it all: Iowa State, which was listed at +2000 before its first game.
"I feel like a kid on Christmas Day," he said. "You get 32 games of wall-to-wall basketball. You get to watch Cinderella teams make a run, you see buzzer-beaters, and you get the chance to make some money, too."
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani is referred to in Japan as "kanpeki no hito" -- the perfect person -- because of his manners and impeccable behavior.
That image may have taken a hit when the Dodgers fired his good friend and interpreter Ippei Mizuhara on Wednesday over allegations he gambled illegally and stole Ohtani's money to pay off debts.
The law firm representing Ohtani called it a "massive theft" in a statement.
The Seoul Series -- the first MLB games in South Korea -- were supposed to be a showcase for Ohtani before a fertile baseball audience in Asia. The games between San Diego and Los Angeles were scheduled before he signed a $700 million, 10-year deal with the Dodgers in December. For MLB, the stars seemed perfectly aligned and there is already talk of a similar series next year in Tokyo.
A bomb threat Wednesday briefly put a cloud over the series. Police were warned before the first game of a bomb at the stadium but found no explosives. Ohtani was reportedly the target. 





    


Then came the other Ohtani bombshell.
"I was shocked when I read it," said Jorge Kuri, a hardcore Dodgers fan from Tijuana, Mexico, who runs a garment business there.
Wearing a blue Dodgers sweatshirt and cap at the Gocheok Sky Dome, Kuri said he was trying to sift through the information that's out there. He said he'd just returned from vacation in Japan "where Ohtani is king."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't know what the end is going to be with this because I think it's just the tip of the iceberg," he added. "Right now he's the image of Major League Baseball."
Mizuhara, 39, was let go from the team following reports from the Los Angeles Times and ESPN about his alleged ties to an illegal bookmaker. He was in the dugout and with the team through Wednesday's game -- the shocking reports dropped Wednesday evening in the U.S., while most fans in Asia were asleep.
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts confirmed Mizuhara had a meeting with the team Wednesday but declined to elaborate. He said he did not know Mizuhara's whereabouts and said a different interpreter would be used.

    


"Anything with that meeting, I can't comment," Roberts said, adding that "Shohei's ready. I know that he's preparing."
Ohtani didn't practice on the field before Thursday's game. In his absence, his face appeared on the video board promoting a line of Japanese cosmetics.
He seemed unfazed hours later in his first at-bat as he lined a single to right field. In two other at-bats he hit towering drives to right just a few feet short of a home run.
Mizuhara is likely to be investigated by U.S. authorities and MLB, and the whole story is a stunning turn for the man who has been inseparable from Ohtani since the two-way star came to the U.S in 2017. He told ESPN this week that Ohtani knew nothing of his illegal wagers on international soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football. 
As Mizuhara told it, Ohtani was an innocent victim to his close friend's gambling addiction.
As long as Ohtani isn't directly accused of illegal betting, the allegations won't meaningfully hurt his carefully crafted public image, said Lee Seung-yun, a marketing professor at Seoul's Konkuk University.

    


"Ohtani's image is like clean, white porcelain, and that could make a speck look bigger than it is," he said. "Information spreads at amazing speeds these days, narratives are made before the truth of the facts are figured out, and if Ohtani was seen as a questionable character, the allegations would have really hurt him."
"But his image is so strong and impeccable, and as long as he wasn't directly involved, the allegations may just end up a blip," Lee added.
Lee Jong-Sung, a sports culture expert at Seoul's Hanyang University, said Ohtani's image to global fans, including South Koreans, was that of a mysterious monk who "fully devoted himself into a religion called baseball." 
He said the allegations facing Mizuhara so far only may only strengthen that impression of Ohtani -- a person who's driven by perfection in baseball but more naive and simple-hearted with other things.

    


"It's a problem you often see with athletes -- putting too much trust and depending excessively on the people they have known for long and are comfortable with and not knowing when they are taken advantage of," Lee Jong-Sung said. 
"It's not all about you being perfect. Ohtani and the Dodgers should have better judgment in picking the people he works with," he added.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        CERES, Calif. (AP) -- An anonymous call this week led California authorities to find 86 dogs and several people living in a house where conditions were described as deplorable and unlivable.
The discovery Tuesday in the Central Valley city of Ceres came after the caller requested a welfare check on a resident, a police statement said.
An older woman and a young girl were placed in the custody of Stanislaus County protective services, and three adults were arrested for investigation of child abuse, elder abuse and animal cruelty, police said.
Neither the older woman nor the girl were identified and police did not specify how they were connected to the individuals that were arrested.
The dogs were taken in by the Stanislaus Animal Services Agency, which issued an appeal for donations, supplies and assistance from rescue organizations. 
The agency said the dogs, many requiring medical attention, were not immediately available for fostering. People were urged to foster or adopt other dogs to make room in the agency's over-capacity shelter.
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    [image: Georgia state Sen. David Lucas, D-Macon, presents a bill to expand Medicaid health insurance on Thursday, March 21, 2024 at the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta. The Senate Regulated Industries and Utilities Committee rejected the bill on a 7-7 tie vote (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia Republicans shot down a last-ditch attempt by Democrats to expand Medicaid on Thursday in a state Senate committee, frustrating Democrats who say GOP leaders broke a promise to advance the bill.
The Senate Regulated Industries and Utilities Committee rejected the plan on a tie 7-7 vote, after two Republicans and five Democrats voted to advance a plan. The bill called for the state to buy private health insurance for lower income adults who aren't covered. Private insurance could result in higher payments to medical providers than under Georgia's existing Medicaid plan.
The measure was presented by Democratic Sen. David Lucas of Macon, who argued Republicans and Democrats should grab federal bonus money that would pay for the first two years of extending coverage.
"We can't kick the can down the road any more. $1.2 billion is in D.C., waiting for Georgia to expand. But how long will it be there?" Lucas asked the committee.

    


Republican Sen. Ben Watson, a Savannah physician, argued that Gov. Brian Kemp's Pathways plan, which offers coverage to adults earning up to the poverty line, might still work. To be eligible, people must document 80 monthly hours of work, study, rehabilitation or volunteering. But only about 3,500 people have signed up since the plan took effect in July, far fewer than the 100,000 that the Kemp administration projected.




"I think we need to give this a little more time," Watson told the committee. "I think we need to let it mature a little bit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Watson isn't normally a member of the panel, but was added specially for the meeting by Republican leaders, providing the deciding "no" vote. Other Republicans said they were concerned about the price tag, which Lucas estimated at $580 million a year, as well as other details.
Hopes for Medicaid expansion multiplied this year after Republican House Speaker Jon Burns of Newington said he wanted to explore the idea. But legislation never advanced in the House, with Burns instead opting for a study committee to meet over the next year.

    


The governor hasn't outright said he would veto a broader expansion, but has repeatedly said he was focused on Pathways. It covers adults earning up to the poverty line -- $15,060 for an individual. Lucas' plan would have covered people up to 138% of the poverty line, or $20,782.
Kemp's decision to sue the federal government to try to extend the program's life was widely seen as a sign that he opposed an expansion of health care coverage. Pathways would expire in 2025, but Kemp sued to extend it to 2028. The bill proposed Thursday said the new plan, which would have required special federal approval, said the new plan wouldn't have started until Pathways ended.
After North Carolina began offering Medicaid to uninsured adults on Dec. 1, there are 10 remaining states that don't cover people with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty line. More than 430,000 uninsured Georgia adults could gain coverage if Medicaid is broadened, health research group KFF has projected. 

    


As in North Carolina, Georgia Democrats have tried to link Medicaid expansion with discussions over reducing the requirements for health care permits, known as certificates of need. Some Democrats voted for a Senate version of the bill, which would reduce permit requirements more than the House had proposed. But Democratic Minority Leader Gloria Butler of Stone Mountain said that support was conditioned on Medicaid expansion talks.
Butler said after the meeting that she believed Republicans had promised to advance the bill out of the committee and vote it out of the Senate in the last two days of the 2024 session in exchange for Democratic support to lessen certificate of need rules.
"I said we would not vote for CON if we didn't get Medicaid expansion," Butler said.
Senate Regulated Industries Committee Chair Bill Cowsert, though, said he only promised a vote in committee, and suggested Republicans might be more willing to change policy next year if more people don't sign up for Pathways. 
"My feeling is we need to support our governor and his approach and let's give it a chance to work," said Cowsert, an Athens Republican. "If it fails, then we'll be back in here next year talking about other alternatives."
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- A woman driving a van with five children inside was killed along with three of the kids when a teenage driver caused a multi-vehicle crash in a suburb of Seattle, authorities said.
Two other vehicles also were involved, and four people were hospitalized, including three with life-threatening injuries. Images from the scene showed the crash ripped apart at least one of the vehicles and crumpled another. 
Killed in Tuesday's crash in Renton were Andrea Smith Hudson, 38; Matilda Wilcoxson, 13; and Eloise Wilcoxson and Boyd B. Brown, who were both 12, the King County Medical Examiner's Office said. Hudson's family said her two children were among those injured, according to KOMO-TV.
Also among the injured was an 18-year-old male driver, who was being kept under guard at a hospital. The King County Sheriff's Office said the teen caused the crash, and "criminal charges are pending" as an investigation continues.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/woman-kids-killed-traffic-renton-king-county-94b299a650e2f0658715f5be3f540345



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Judge dismisses lawsuit over removal of marker dedicated to Communist Party leader | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Judge dismisses lawsuit over removal of marker dedicated to Communist Party leader

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A historical marker dedicated to Elizabeth Gurley Flynn stands in Concord, N.H., Friday, May 5, 2023. A judge dismissed a lawsuit against the state brought by supporters of the marker, saying they lacked the legal right or interest to argue for the marker's restoration. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack, File)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- A judge has dismissed a lawsuit brought against the state of New Hampshire after government officials removed a historical marker dedicated to a feminist and labor activist who also led the U.S. Communist Party.
The sponsors of the marker honoring Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, who filed the lawsuit last year, lack the legal right or interest to argue for the marker's restoration, Judge John Kissinger wrote, agreeing with the state's argument for a dismissal. The ruling was made public Wednesday.
The sponsors argued they had standing because they spent time and energy researching Gurley Flynn, gathering signatures in support of the marker and filing for its approval. They said state officials violated a law regarding administrative procedures and should put it back up.
"While no one disputes the time and effort expended by the plaintiffs in relation to the Flynn marker, the court finds no support for a determination that such efforts give rise to a legal right, interest, or privilege protected by law," Kissinger wrote.

    


One of the plaintiffs, Arnie Alpert, said Thursday that they were considering filing a request with the judge for reconsideration.




The green and white sign describing the life of Flynn was installed last May in Concord, close to where she was born on Aug. 7, 1890. It was one of more than 275 across the state that describe people and places, from Revolutionary War soldiers to contemporary sports figures. But it was taken down two weeks after it went up.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The marker had drawn criticism from two Republican members of the Executive Council, a five-member body that approves state contracts, judicial nominees and other positions, who argued it was inappropriate, given Flynn's Communist involvement. Republican Gov. Chris Sununu agreed and called for a review of the historical marker process. It was removed in consultation with Sununu, according to Sarah Crawford Stewart, commissioner of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources.

    


Known as "The Rebel Girl" for her fiery speeches, Flynn was a founder of the American Civil Liberties Union and advocated for women's voting rights and access to birth control. The marker said she joined the Communist Party in 1936 and was sent to prison in 1951. She was one of many party members prosecuted "under the notorious Smith Act," the marker said, which forbade attempts to advocate, abet or teach the violent destruction of the U.S. government.
Flynn later chaired the Communist Party of the United States. She died at 74 in Moscow during a visit in 1964.
Under the current process, any person, municipality or agency can suggest a marker as long as they get 20 signatures from New Hampshire residents. Supporters must draft the marker's text and provide footnotes and copies of supporting documentation, according to the state Division of Historical Resources. The division and a historical resources advisory group evaluate the criteria.
The lawsuit said that policies and guidelines used by Stewart's department to run the program are invalid because their adoption wasn't consistent with requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act. The lawsuit said Stewart didn't follow the guidelines, which require the department to consult with the advisory historical resources council before markers are "retired."
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- A Portsmouth teenager will pay a fine and complete 200 hours of community service to resolve allegations of violating New Hampshire's Civil Rights Act 21 times, including carrying out an antisemitic, homophobic and racist vandalism spree that damaged a number of properties throughout the city.
Last year, Attorney General John Formella filed a civil complaint against Loren Faulkner, then 17, alleging that Faulkner targeted businesses, residences, houses of worship and other locations that supported the LGBTQ+ community, had religious practices inconsistent with his beliefs or expressed support for people of different races.
According to a consent degree negotiated by the attorney general's office and Faulkner's attorney, both sides acknowledged on two occasions in April 2022 and once in February 2023 that Faulkner commited 21 violations of the Civil Rights Act by damaging the property of another. 

    


The vandalism included destruction of rainbow LGBTQ+ Pride flags, spray painting swastikas and crosses on Temple Israel, spray painting Stars of David on St. John's Episcopal Church, defacing a Black Heritage Trail sign at the church, and damaging or destroying signs and murals that expressed support for diversity and Black Lives Matter. 




"The court found that Mr. Faulkner's actions were motivated by hostility towards people because of their race, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, and gender identity," the attorney general's office said in a news release Wednesday. "The court also found that Mr. Faulkner, through his actions, attempted to interfere or did interfere with the lawful activities of others including their ability to worship freely and engage in free speech or free expression."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both sides agreed that Faulkner pay a civil penalty of $50,000, with all but $2,500 suspended for three years conditioned upon his compliance with terms of the agreement. 

    


Faulkner also must undergo a behavior assessment, participate in counseling and vocational programs or seek employment, and complete community service work. He is not allowed to commit further Civl Rights Act violations and come within 250 feet of the locations he had targeted, or with people affiliated with those locations. 
A message seeking comment was left with his attorney.
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Micro-apartments are back after nearly a century, as need for affordable housing soars

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, by the kitchenette section of her 'micro apartment' while her partner, Franklin Peraza, browses Netflix in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, by the kitchenette section of her 'micro apartment' while her partner, Franklin Peraza, browses Netflix in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Four-year-old Fraiber Peraza looks at a phone while Franklin Peraza sits on an inflatable bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Four-year-old Fraiber Peraza looks at a phone while Franklin Peraza sits on an inflatable bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia looks at a phone while cooking in a communal kitchen while her partner, Franklin Peraza holds their daughter, Frailys, in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia looks at a phone while cooking in a communal kitchen while her partner, Franklin Peraza holds their daughter, Frailys, in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Javier Chirinos Mendoza takes out a garbage bag from the communal kitchen in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Javier Chirinos Mendoza takes out a garbage bag from the communal kitchen in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: An airplane flies above an open space between two wings of a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | An airplane flies above an open space between two wings of a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: A person looks out the window as others walk by an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | A person looks out the window as others walk by an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: An empty bedroom is seen in an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | An empty bedroom is seen in an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Shared showers are seen in the Starlight affordable housing building, which is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Shared showers are seen in the Starlight affordable housing building, which is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Sarah Holland, senior director of supportive housing and employment at Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, looks out the window after walking by a shared bathroom at one of their affordable housing properties on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Sarah Holland, senior director of supportive housing and employment at Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, looks out the window after walking by a shared bathroom at one of their affordable housing properties on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne is seen standing at his micro-apartment's kitchenette in the Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne is seen standing at his micro-apartment's kitchenette in the Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne speaks during an interview at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne speaks during an interview at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne adjusts a sign in his apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne adjusts a sign in his apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: With a view of Portland, Ore., in the background, Cheyenne Welbourne walks in the common room at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | With a view of Portland, Ore., in the background, Cheyenne Welbourne walks in the common room at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: People talk on the street down below Cheyenne Welbourne's micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | People talk on the street down below Cheyenne Welbourne's micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: A resident walks down the stairs at an affordable housing property run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A resident walks down the stairs at an affordable housing property run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, while her partner Franklin Peraza sits on their bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, while her partner Franklin Peraza sits on their bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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        Micro-apartments are back after nearly a century, as need for affordable housing soars

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, by the kitchenette section of her 'micro apartment' while her partner, Franklin Peraza, browses Netflix in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, by the kitchenette section of her 'micro apartment' while her partner, Franklin Peraza, browses Netflix in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, by the kitchenette section of her 'micro apartment' while her partner, Franklin Peraza, browses Netflix in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Four-year-old Fraiber Peraza looks at a phone while Franklin Peraza sits on an inflatable bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Four-year-old Fraiber Peraza looks at a phone while Franklin Peraza sits on an inflatable bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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Four-year-old Fraiber Peraza looks at a phone while Franklin Peraza sits on an inflatable bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia looks at a phone while cooking in a communal kitchen while her partner, Franklin Peraza holds their daughter, Frailys, in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia looks at a phone while cooking in a communal kitchen while her partner, Franklin Peraza holds their daughter, Frailys, in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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Barbara Peraza-Garcia looks at a phone while cooking in a communal kitchen while her partner, Franklin Peraza holds their daughter, Frailys, in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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[image: Javier Chirinos Mendoza takes out a garbage bag from the communal kitchen in a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]
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[image: An airplane flies above an open space between two wings of a 'micro apartment' building in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]
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[image: A person looks out the window as others walk by an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: An empty bedroom is seen in an affordable housing building run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Shared showers are seen in the Starlight affordable housing building, which is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Sarah Holland, senior director of supportive housing and employment at Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, looks out the window after walking by a shared bathroom at one of their affordable housing properties on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne is seen standing at his micro-apartment's kitchenette in the Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne speaks during an interview at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne adjusts a sign in his apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheyenne Welbourne stands in his micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: With a view of Portland, Ore., in the background, Cheyenne Welbourne walks in the common room at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | With a view of Portland, Ore., in the background, Cheyenne Welbourne walks in the common room at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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With a view of Portland, Ore., in the background, Cheyenne Welbourne walks in the common room at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: People talk on the street down below Cheyenne Welbourne's micro-apartment at The Starlight affordable housing building that is run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's single room occupancy units in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: A resident walks down the stairs at an affordable housing property run by Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, on Friday, March 15, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The nonprofit leases more than 1,000 single room occupancy units, both subsidized and not, to people who are considered extremely low-income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, while her partner Franklin Peraza sits on their bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, while her partner Franklin Peraza sits on their bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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Barbara Peraza-Garcia holds her 2-year-old daughter, Frailys, while her partner Franklin Peraza sits on their bed in their 'micro apartment' in Seattle on Monday, March 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Every part of Barbara Peraza-Garcia and her family's single-room apartment in Seattle has a double or even triple purpose. 
The 180-square-foot (17-square-meter) room is filled with an air mattress where she, her partner and their children, ages 2 and 4, sleep. It's also where they play or watch TV. At mealtimes, it becomes their dining room.
It's a tight squeeze for the family of asylum seekers from Venezuela. But at $900 a month --more than $550 less than the average studio in Seattle -- the micro-apartment with a bare-bones bathroom and shared kitchen was just within their budget and gave them a quick exit from their previous arrangement sleeping on the floor of a church. 
"It's warm. We can cook ourselves. We have a private bathroom. It's quiet," said Peraza-Garcia, whose family came to the U.S. to escape crime in Venezuela and so she could access vital medication to combat cysts on her kidney. "We can be here as a family now."

    


Boarding houses that rented single rooms to low-income, blue-collar or temporary workers were prevalent across the U.S. in the early 1900s. Known as single room occupancy units, or SROs, they started to disappear in the postwar years amid urban renewal efforts and a focus on suburban single-family housing. 
Now the concept is reappearing -- with the trendy name of "micro-apartment" and aimed at a much broader array of residents -- as cities buffeted by surging homelessness struggle to make housing more affordable.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If you're a single person and you want a low-cost place to live, that's as cheap as you're going to get without trying to find a subsidized apartment," said Dan Bertolet, senior director of housing and urbanism for the non-profit research center Sightline Institute.
The Pacific Northwest is a leader in the resurgence of this form of affordable housing. Oregon last year passed a bill opening the door for micro-apartments and Washington state lawmakers this year did the same, starting to clear red tape that for years has limited construction of the tiny units, which are about a third the size of an average studio apartment.





    


The Washington bill, which was signed this week by Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee after receiving nearly unanimous support in the Legislature, would require most cities to allow micro-apartments in residential buildings with at least six units, according to the Department of Commerce. It takes effect in late 2025. 
The legislation is an effort to counteract skyrocketing housing prices and, in the Seattle area, one of the nation's highest rates of homelessness, as well as a critical housing shortage.
Extremely low-income renters -- those below federal poverty guidelines or earning 30% of the area median income -- face a shortage of 7.3 million affordable rental homes, according to a National Low Income Housing Coalition report published last week. Such households account for 11 million -- or nearly one-quarter -- of renters nationwide, the report said.
Rep. Mia Gregerson, who sponsored Washington's bill, said she predicts the measure will lead to thousands of units being built in her state, providing unsubsidized affordable housing to everyone from young people getting their first apartment and elderly people downsizing to those coming out of physical or mental health treatment.

    


"Government can't close that gap all by itself, it has to have for-profit, market-rate housing built all at the same time," said Gregerson, a Democrat.
The U.S. lost hundreds of thousands of SROs in the last half of the 20th century as associations with poverty and substandard accommodation sparked restrictive zoning laws. Some cities outlawed their construction altogether -- a loss some housing experts say helped contribute to the homelessness crisis.
Facing that crisis and a critical housing shortage, cities and states across the nation are now shifting their stance.
In December, as her state grappled with a massive influx of migrants, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul announced a $50 million program aimed at repairing and renovating 500 SROs across the state. New York City lost at least 70,000 such units between the early 20th century and 2014, according to a report from New York University's Furman Center.

    


But there is concern that this type of affordable housing is not an ideal fit for an especially vulnerable group -- families.
There are more than 3,800 unhoused families with children in the Seattle area, among the highest in the nation, according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 2023 one-night count. 
Cities need to focus on building affordable housing that also includes larger units, such as studios and one-bedroom apartments, said Marisa Zapata, a land-use planning professor at Portland State University.
"My biggest concern is that we will see them as the solution and not do right by our community members by building the housing that people want," she said of micro-apartments.

    


The bill passed by Oregon lawmakers last year requires local governments to allow single room occupancy units in areas zoned for residential use. The provision took effect Jan. 1.
Central City Concern, a Portland-based homeless services nonprofit, leases more than 1,000 SRO units -- both subsidized and not -- to people who are considered extremely low income. It helps people struggling to access housing due to things like eviction histories and poor credit scores.
The units have a median rent of $550 a month, making them a "vital option" for people exiting homelessness or living on fixed incomes, such as those with disabilities, said Sarah Holland, senior director of supportive housing and employment. Over 80% of tenants were formerly homeless, she said, and some have been living in their units for 30 years.
"As costs continue to escalate in Portland, it gives them the chance to stay in their home," she said.
Cheyenne Welbourne moved into one of the nonprofit's micro-apartments in downtown Portland last March after years of living on the streets. The room, which has a curtained-off toilet and sink, is just big enough to fit a single bed, a chair and a TV. But to him, it's a treasured home that he's decorated with colorful lights, potted plants and action figures. He uses the small kitchenette, which features an induction cooktop, for making the tea he loves to drink.
"All I had was just me and my backpack, and that's it," he said. "I was just happy to be in here and that I didn't have to spend another winter out there."
"I just want a home, you know? A nice home, a decent home."
Some experts hope the Pacific Northwest will inspire more states to take similar steps.
"The alternatives are ... people being in shelters, people being on the street, people being doubled, tripled, quadrupled up," said Vicki Been, faculty director at New York University's Furman Center and a law professor.
For Peraza-Garcia's family in Seattle, the tight squeeze is worth it to be in the same complex as their cousins and walking distance of grocery stores, a park and preschools. They plan to spend the next year in the micro-apartment and then move to a bigger place if they can get good-paying jobs.
"We're happy because we're here in a quiet place where we can be together as a family," she said.
____
Associated Press reporter Manuel Valdes in Seattle contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - A hearse and van sit outside the Return to Nature Funeral Home, Oct. 6, 2023, in Penrose, Colo. Jon and Carie Halfford, who are accused of storing 200 decaying bodies and sending families fake ashes last year, are set to enter pleas in court on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - A hearse and van sit outside the Return to Nature Funeral Home, Oct. 6, 2023, in Penrose, Colo. Jon and Carie Halfford, who are accused of storing 200 decaying bodies and sending families fake ashes last year, are set to enter pleas in court on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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[image: FILE - This combination of booking photos provided by the Muskogee County, Okla., Sheriff's Office shows Jon Hallford, left, and Carie Hallford, the owners of Return to Nature Funeral Home. Jon and Carie Halfford, who are accused of storing 200 decaying bodies and sending families fake ashes last year, are set to enter pleas in court on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (Muskogee County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - This combination of booking photos provided by the Muskogee County, Okla., Sheriff's Office shows Jon Hallford, left, and Carie Hallford, the owners of Return to Nature Funeral Home. Jon and Carie Halfford, who are accused of storing 200 decaying bodies and sending families fake ashes last year, are set to enter pleas in court on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (Muskogee County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Chrystina Page, right, holds back Heather De Wolf as she yells at Jon Hallford, left, the owner of Back to Nature Funeral Home, as he leaves with his lawyers following a preliminary hearing, Feb. 8, 2024, outside the El Paso County Judicial Building in Colorado Springs, Colo. Jon Hallford and his wife, Carie Hallford, are each charged with 190 counts of abuse of a corpse, five counts of theft, four counts of money laundering and over 50 counts of forgery, but their criminal case was delayed until June on Thursday, March 21, at the request of defense attorneys. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A hearse and van sit outside the Return to Nature Funeral Home, Oct. 6, 2023, in Penrose, Colo. Jon and Carie Halfford, who are accused of storing 200 decaying bodies and sending families fake ashes last year, are set to enter pleas in court on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) -- A Colorado judge on Thursday granted a defense request to delay the criminal case against two Colorado funeral home operators accused of letting nearly 200 corpses decay, in some cases for years, angering some families of the deceased who are eager for the case to be resolved.
Jon and Carie Hallford are now scheduled to enter pleas to the numerous felony charges they face in June, with a tentative trial date in October. That would be a year after the corpses were discovered in a decrepit, bug-infested building.
Prosecutors did not object to the defense request for a delay, which attorneys for the couple said was necessary to prepare their case.
"Every single time this is postponed or this is dragged out, it just reopens that whole wound all over again," said Heather DeWolf after the hearing. She wore a shirt with a photo of her son, Zach DeWolf, who died aged 33 in 2020. His remains were handled by the Hallford's funeral home but haven't yet been identified among the bodies that were found.

    


Before a previous hearing, DeWolf confronted Jon Hallford outside the court room, demanding: "What have you done with my son? Where is my son?"




DeWolf said Thursday that she's living through "the deepest sorrow that I have ever experienced in my life."
The Hallfords were arrested in Oklahoma in November and accused of corpse abuse, falsifying death certificates and sending fake ashes to families.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They operated Return to Nature Funeral Home in Colorado Springs and a storage facility in the small Rocky Mountain town of Penrose where the bodies were found. They also face charges of money laundering, and prosecutors say they spent payments received from families of the deceased on cryptocurrency, a $1,500 dinner in Las Vegas and two vehicles with a combined worth over $120,000.
The disturbing details of the case left families grasping for answers, their grieving processes shattered after the deaths of sons, grandmothers and parents. Some have said they can't shake thoughts of what their decaying relatives' bodies must have looked like.

    


It's one of several criminal cases to rock Colorado's funeral industry. One funeral home was accused of selling body parts between 2010 and 2018, and last month, the owner of another funeral business in Denver was arrested after authorities say he left a woman's body in the back of a hearse for over a year and hoarded cremated remains at his home.
The horror stories follow years of inaction by state lawmakers to bring Colorado's lax funeral home regulations up to par with the rest of the country. The state does not conduct routine inspections of funeral homes and has no educational requirements for funeral home directors -- they don't need a high school degree, let alone a degree in mortuary science, or to pass an exam.
Colorado lawmakers have proposed bills to overhaul funeral home oversight. They would require routine inspections and hefty licensing requirements for funeral home directors and other industry roles.

    


Concerns over the mishandling of bodies at the Hallfords' funeral home were raised by a county coroner more than three years before the 190 bodies were discovered.
Prosecutors previously said Jon Hallford expressed concerns about getting caught as far back as 2020 and suggested getting rid of the bodies by dumping them in a big hole, then treating them with lye or setting them on fire.
The Hallfords each face about 190 counts of abuse of a corpse, along with charges of theft, money laundering and forgery.
Carie Hallford's attorney, Michael Stuzynski, declined to comment on the case. Jon Hallford is being represented by an attorney from the public defenders' office, which does not comment on cases.
___
Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    [image: This 2022 photo shows Kate Nelson in Bakersfield, Calif,, after attending a Farmlink Project food delivery in Bakersfield to support the farmer community. Farmlink Project is one of numerous nonprofits established by Gen Z founders during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Owen Dubeck/Farmlink Project via AP)]
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                                        Kate Nelson was in Los Angeles pursuing her passion for stand-up comedy and theater when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. The senior at Emerson College had just spent a few hundred bucks on headshots and through her internship had made some connections at HBO. 
But when COVID shut down the country, she was back home in western Massachusetts within days. A few weeks later, her older brother called: "Are you bored? We're doing this thing, getting food from farms to food banks. We need people to help us fundraise."
That thing became the Farmlink Project, which leveraged the COVID downtime of 600 college seniors to quickly build a sizable nonprofit with volunteer labor. As laid-off workers streamed into food banks in the first months of the pandemic, Farmlink helped meet the need -- delivering over 50,000 pounds of produce in just one month.
"It didn't matter that you weren't being paid because you had your high-school bedroom to fall back on," Nelson says.

    


Nothing has spurred the entrepreneurial spirit of Gen Z quite like the pandemic.
As a high school junior in suburban Philadelphia shortly after the 2016 election, Jahnavi Rao founded New Voters, which helps high school students run voter registration drives in their schools. She put the fledgling charity on hold when she enrolled as a freshman at Harvard University in 2018 but revived it during her sophomore year, starting a pilot program in Boston public high schools.




When COVID hit, New Voters took off, Rao says: "High school and college students had a lot of time on their hands."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The charity has now worked with 300 Gen Z interns in more than 400 high schools.
In the fateful spring of 2020, a Stanford computer science major named Mary Zhu saw people complaining on social media that their internships had been canceled.
Zhu and another Stanford student, Amay Aggarwal, came up with the idea of connecting computer-science majors in search of work experience with charities that needed help with tech projects, such as building websites. That idea became the charity Develop for Good, which now has 1,500 student applicants vying for 300 volunteer slots twice a year.

    


"People were isolated at home," Zhu says. "COVID was a big catalyst."
Gen Z charities like New Voters, Develop for Good, and Farmlink may be positioned to scale more quickly than similar efforts in the past, thanks to young leaders who are accustomed to tapping their social networks.
Sam Underhill grew up in a small town in Indiana and learned about a fellowship opportunity with the Bill of Rights Institute after his AP History teacher forwarded him an email she had found in her junk folder. The program, which focuses on the role of government and entrepreneurship in civil society, includes virtual programming throughout the school year and concludes with a week in Philadelphia and Washington.
Underhill says he found the experience transformative but also came away puzzling over the role that luck played in his learning about the fellowship. Many high school students have little idea about the range of internships and fellowships that are available, he says. Last summer, he started ActivateGenZ, a nonprofit website that aims to aggregate civic and government internships on a state-by-state basis.

    


Now a freshman at the University of Alabama, Underhill says he's already brought on 28 "community organizers" to compile opportunities at the local and state levels. He primarily connects with people interested in volunteering through LinkedIn or Instagram.
"When I reach out to people on social media, it's not like I'm just reaching out to them on social media because they're far away," Underhill says. "We just do that in general -- that's the way our culture is now."
The new charities are attracting volunteers because young people get to do real work, either in person or remotely. New Voters now has a research arm studying the civic engagement of high school students, and prospective volunteers can choose whether to help with the research or lead voter registration drives in their schools.

    


"Gen Z wants to get involved, and they really want to get involved in ways that are meaningful," Rao says. "They don't want to only be doing the grunt work."
While many Gen Z charities are addressing real needs that haven't been met by other groups, that's not necessarily the norm.
Shai Dromi, a sociology lecturer at Harvard University who teaches an undergraduate class on nonprofits, says that every year he tries to talk Harvard students out of creating new charities. During the pandemic, multiple students approached him with visions of creating a charity to deliver personal protective equipment to vulnerable populations. Dromi urged those students to consider an internship at World Vision International or Doctors Without Borders instead.
"Join one of those organizations that really have expertise, so you won't have to learn a complicated field by yourself," he says. "Get the experience at a nonprofit, understand the issues from the inside, and within a few years, you'll have the experience to start on your own."

    


But some young people say they learned the hard way that needed services don't always exist -- and some are starting charities to make things easier for others.
In December, Ricardo Ramos graduated from Georgia Tech after just two and a half years at the university -- and the education hardly cost him anything because he pieced together nine scholarships worth roughly $78,000. But he recalls that in high school he had to figure out the college application and scholarship process on his own. The counselors at his public school were primarily focused on struggling students, and his parents -- both immigrants from Mexico -- didn't have any experience with the college-application process.
Last fall, he started a new charity, Gracias, that works with students in high schools in largely Hispanic neighborhoods in or near Atlanta. He and his leadership team of 11 volunteers try to motivate students to go to college and help them with the paperwork.
"Counselors are overwhelmed and are only helping those who are in the most need," Ramos says. "That means a lot of other students go under the radar."
Ramos says his charity is well positioned to reach undocumented students and their families since Gracias is not affiliated with any public systems and does not receive government support.
"It gives the community a lot more confidence in working with us," Ramos says.
Creating a new charity can be exhilarating -- and subsequent work experiences can feel like a letdown.
Nelson, the college student who helped start Farmlink, moved on after an intense year of volunteering, during which she often put in 60-hour weeks. She needed a job to afford to move out of her mother's house, so she moved to New York City and become a server at a restaurant. That lasted less than six months.
Farmlink reached out in early 2022 to see if she was interested in returning -- this time for a paid position as director of marketing.
"The entire time I was not working for Farmlink, I was wishing I was -- I was so proud of it," says Nelson, now chief marketing officer. "I called the restaurant and said, 'I can't work here anymore.' It was the easiest choice to make."
_______
Ben Gose is a senior reporter at the Chronicle of Philanthropy, where you can read the full article. This article was provided to The Associated Press by the Chronicle of Philanthropy as part of a partnership to cover philanthropy and nonprofits supported by the Lilly Endowment. The Chronicle is solely responsible for the content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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    [image: FILE - A development of new homes is shown in Middlesex Township, Pa., on Apr. 19, 2023. On Thursday, March 21, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average long-term U.S. mortgage rate climbed back to nearly 7% this week, pushing up borrowing costs for home shoppers with the spring homebuying season underway.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage rose to 6.87% from 6.74% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.42%. The average rate is now just below where it was two weeks ago. 
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also rose this week, pushing the average rate to 6.21% from 6.16% last week. A year ago it averaged 5.68%, Freddie Mac said.
When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford in a market already out of reach for many Americans. 
"After decreasing for a couple of weeks, mortgage rates are once again on the upswing," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. 

    


Investors' expectations for future inflation, global demand for U.S. Treasurys and what the Federal Reserve does with its short-term interest rate can influence rates on home loans.




After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage has remained below 7% since early December. Rates eased amid expectations that inflation was cooling enough for the Fed to begin lowering its short-term interest rate by this spring. But a spate of stronger-than-expected reports on inflation, the job market and the economy in recent weeks dimmed that outlook, sending mortgage rates higher through most of February.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many economists expect that mortgage rates will ultimately ease moderately this year, but that's not likely to happen before the Federal Reserve begins cutting its benchmark interest rate. On Wednesday, the central bank kept its rate unchanged and signaled again that it expects to make three rate cuts this year, but not before it sees more evidence that inflation is slowing.

    


"The Fed's announcement that it is holding interest rates steady for now was not unexpected, but it does mean that mortgage rates are going to remain higher for longer," said Lisa Sturtevant, chief economist at Bright MLS.
The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by a sharp rise in mortgage rates and a dearth of homes on the market. The overall decline in rates since their peak last fall has helped lower monthly mortgage payments, providing more financial breathing room for homebuyers facing rising prices and a shortage of homes for sale this year. 
Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year. That followed a month-to-month home sales increase in January.
Still, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above where it was just two years ago at 4.42%. That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market by discouraging homeowners who locked in rock-bottom rates from selling.
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                                        BARRINGTON HILLS, Ill. (AP) -- Partially dismembered human remains found in 1979 in a Chicago suburb have been identified through DNA and forensic genealogy as those of a man who was 27 when he vanished, authorities said.
Barrington Hills police announced Wednesday the remains are those of Joseph A. Caliva. He vanished in August 1979, the same month a boy found the remains in the village about 40 miles (64 kilometers) northwest of Chicago.
Authorities were unable to identify the man, who had been decapitated, burned and was missing his arms. But last year, Barrington Hills police sent items containing genetic material to Othram, a Texas-based genetic genealogy company that specializes in forensic DNA work. 
After company scientists successfully extracted enough DNA to build a genetic profile, genetic genealogists built a family tree using genetic databases with public profiles to trace the man's relatives, said Michael Voegn, Othram's director of account management.

    


Linda Gressick, who was identified as a relative, submitted her DNA to Othram and the results determined that she was Caliva's half-sister.




Gressick said her family grew up in Chicago and her half-brother, a former Marine, was 27 and employed by Chicago's Streets and Sanitation department when he vanished in August 1979. She said that knowing the remains are his has provided some closure, but now she wants to know what happened to him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's very unsettling," Gressick told WGN-TV. "... I'm hoping to find out more about what happened and everything."
Barrington Hills detectives are asking anyone who knew Caliva and remembers anything from the time period when he vanished to call them at 847-551-3006 and reference case number 1979-2050.
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    [image: Smoke fills the sky from a wildfire in Shenandoah National Park near Luray, Va. on Thursday, March 21, 2024. Officials say crews are battling scores of wildfires around Virginia, including a fire affecting hundreds of acres at Shenandoah National Park. (WJLA via AP)]
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                                        LURAY, Va. (AP) -- Crews were battling scores of wildfires around Virginia on Thursday, including a fire affecting hundreds of acres at Shenandoah National Park, amid an elevated fire risk, officials said.
More than 100 new fires popped up Wednesday amid gusty winds and low relative humidity, affecting more than 1,600 acres across the state, many of them in the central part of the state, Virginia Department of Forestry spokesperson Cory Swift said by telephone.
Shenandoah County officials announced Thursday that five homes were lost due to a fire northwest of Strasburg, noting that the number may change as the area is assessed. Residents of homes that were not affected who evacuated may return, officials said in a news release. That fire and another large fire near Basye have been contained, and there are no known fatalities, officials said.

    


At least 16 fires were contained and hundreds of firefighters worked overnight to contain the others, Swift said. Amid high winds, officials were seeing some downed powerlines causing fires, he said.
A fire that started on private land in the Luray area of Page County spread very quickly into Shenandoah National Park, reaching about 450 acres by Thursday morning, park spokesperson Claire Comer said by telephone. The majority of the fire is inside the 200,000-acre park and is about 10% contained, she said. Officials are hoping for additional resources to arrive Thursday.




Smoke from a wildfire closed about 9 miles (14.5 kilometers) of Skyline Drive, the park announced Wednesday. Fire also closed sections of the Appalachian Trail and a fire ban was also in effect for all of Shenandoah National Park.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Page County officials declared a state of emergency Wednesday evening as several communities were asked to evacuate and county schools were closed Thursday. Louisa County also declared a state of emergency and recommended evacuations in some communities, but by evening, the fires were contained, officials said.

    


The National Weather Services Baltimore-Washington said in a social media post Wednesday that if people smelled smoke outdoors that numerous wildfires in the Shenandoah Valley and surrounding areas were the likely source.
Wildfires were also reported in neighboring Maryland on Wednesday. Crews contained a 60-acre fire in a wooded area in Barnesville, in northwestern Montgomery County, that was believed to have been started by a downed power line, county Fire & Rescue Service spokesperson Pete Piringer said in a social media post. Another fire that broke out in a wooded area in Silver Spring on Wednesday night was visible from the Capital Beltway, he said.
Conditions were expected to be less elevated Thursday and precipitation expected in the region Friday could help dampen fuels and soak the ground, Swift said.
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- The Alabama Supreme Court on Wednesday authorized an execution date for a man convicted in the 2004 slaying of a couple during a robbery. 
Justices granted the Alabama attorney general's request to authorize an execution date for Jamie Mills, 50. Gov. Kay Ivey will set the exact date. Ivey spokeswoman Gina Maiola said the office would provide updates as they become available. 
Under Alabama procedure, the state Supreme Court authorizes the governor to set an execution date.
Mills was convicted of capital murder for the 2004 slaying of Floyd and Vera Hill in Guin, a city of about 2,000 people in Marion County. 
Prosecutors said Mills and his wife went to the couple's home where he beat the couple and stole money and medications.
Floyd Hill, 87, died from blunt-and sharp-force wounds to his head and neck, and Vera Mills, 72, died from complications of head trauma 12 weeks after the crime, the attorney general's office wrote in a court filing. 

    


Attorneys for Mills had asked justices to deny the execution date request while they pursue a pending claim of prosecutorial misconduct in the case. 




Mills' attorneys wrote in a March petition to a Marion County judge that prosecutors concealed that they had a plea deal with Mills' wife that spared her from a possible death sentence. She was the key prosecution witness against Mills at his trial. 
The attorney general's office disputed that there was a pretrial agreement. 
Alabama, which carried out the nation's first execution by nitrogen gas earlier this year, says it plans to put Mills to death by lethal injection. 
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                    India is the top supplier of shrimp to the U.S. One reason for that is the low cost for consumers. But that low cost comes at a price. The Associated Press traveled to southeast India to document the booming industry and found women working in unsafe and unsanitary conditions. (AP video: Piyush Nagpal/ Production: Christine Nguyen)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- India is the top supplier of shrimp to the U.S., with Indian shrimp stocked in freezers at most of the nation's biggest grocery store and restaurant chains.
One reason for that is the low cost for consumers of shrimp from India. But that low cost comes at a price.
The Associated Press traveled in February to the state of Andhra Pradesh in southeast India to document working conditions in the booming industry, after obtaining an advance copy of an investigation released Wednesday by the Chicago-based Corporate Accountability Lab, a human rights legal group, that found workers face "dangerous and abusive conditions."
Here are highlights from the AP's reporting and the CAL report:
THE U.S. DEMAND FOR SHRIMP
Americans eat more than 5 pounds of shrimp per person per year, making it the leading seafood consumed in the country. Most American consumers would rather buy U.S.-produced food. But with only 5% of shrimp sold in the country caught in the U.S., local shrimp can be harder to locate and considerably more costly.

    


In the 1970s, the U.S. led the world in shrimp production. Then, shrimp was considered a delicacy. Diners were served expensive shrimp cocktails with less than a dozen shellfish. Over the next two decades, the use of inexpensive shrimp-farming technologies soared in Asia, and imports flooded the market.




India became America's leading shrimp supplier in part because media reports including an AP investigation exposed modern day slavery in the Thai seafood industry. AP's 2015 reporting led to the freedom of some 2,000 enslaved fishermen and prompted calls for bans of Thai shrimp, which had been dominating the market.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Today, Indian shrimp accounts for about 40% of the shrimp consumed in the U.S.
WORKING CONDITIONS IN INDIA
In Andhra Pradesh, AP journalists obtained access to shrimp hatcheries, growing ponds, peeling sheds and warehouses. AP journalists interviewed workers, supervisors and union organizers. 

    


Residents said newly dug hatcheries and ponds had contaminated neighboring communities' water and soil, making it nearly impossible to grow crops, especially rice they depend on for food.
From the ponds, trucks hauled the shrimp to peeling sheds. In one shed, dozens of women, some barefoot, stood on narrow wooden benches enduring 10-hour shifts peeling shrimp covered in crushed ice. Barehanded or wearing filthy, torn gloves, the women twisted off the heads, pulled off the legs and pried off the shells, making it possible for American cooks to just tear open a bag and toss them in a skillet.
Some workers said they pay recruiters about 25 cents a day out of their salaries just to set foot inside the processing shed. Transportation in company buses is also deducted from some workers' salaries, along with the cost of lunch from company canteens. Many workers have no contracts, and no recourse if they are hurt on the job.
Many people in India struggle to survive amid endemic poverty, debt and unemployment. The women AP spoke with said this work, despite the oppressive conditions, is their only chance to avoid starvation. 

    


WHAT DO BUSINESSES SAY?
From India, the shrimp travels by the ton, frozen in shipping containers, to the U.S., more than 8,000 miles away.
It is nearly impossible to tell where a specific shrimp ends up, and whether a U.S.-bound shipment has a connection to abusive labor practices. And Indian shrimp is regularly sold in major U.S. stores such as Walmart, Target and Sam's Club and supermarkets like Kroger and Safeway. 
The major corporations that responded to AP's queries said they deplore human rights violations and environmental damage and would investigate.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
Human rights advocates say cost-cutting from U.S. supermarkets, restaurants and wholesalers squeeze producers to provide cheaper shrimp without addressing labor and environmental conditions.
CAL says Indian companies need to pay living wages and abide by labor, health, safety and environmental laws. In addition, the organization says U.S. companies need to ensure that the price they pay for shrimp is enough for Indian exporters to treat workers equitably. And, they say, both the Indian and U.S. governments need to enforce existing laws.

    


Ecologist Marla Valentine, who heads non-profit Oceana's illegal fishing and transparency campaign, said consumers can help.
"You can use your dollar to make a difference," she said. "When this isn't a lucrative business anymore, it will stop."
--
Mendoza reported from San Francisco and Boston. Kumar and Nagpal reported from Kakinada, India. 
--
This story was supported by funding from the Walton Family Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
__
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-shrimp-seafood-industry-labor-abuses-us-imports-ef5fbf245c86dca16565ff429bf22028



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    February home sales hit strongest pace in a year as mortgage rates ease and more houses hit market | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



February home sales hit strongest pace in a year as mortgage rates ease and more houses hit market

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A "for sale" sign is displayed in front of a home in Mount Prospect, Ill., Monday, March 18, 2024. On Thursday, March 21, 2024, the National Association of Realtors reports on existing home sales for February. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year with homebuyers encouraged by a modest pullback in mortgage rates and more properties on the market. 
Existing home sales climbed 9.5% last month from January to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.38 million, the National Association of Realtors said Thursday. That's the strongest sales pace since February last year and topped the 3.93 million sales pace economists were expecting, according to FactSet.
Sales rose on a monthly basis in February for the second month in a row, but fell 3.3% from a year earlier. 
The pickup in sales helped push up home prices compared with a year earlier for the eighth month in a row. The national median sales price climbed 5.7% from a year earlier to $384,500. That's the highest median sales price for February on records going back to 1999.

    


While the supply of homes on the market remains below the historical average, the typical increase in homes for sale that happens ahead of the spring homebuying season gave homebuyers a wider selection of properties to choose from.




At the end of last month, there were 1.07 million unsold homes on the market, a 5.9% increase from January and up 10.3% from a year earlier. That's the highest inventory of homes for sale for February since 2020, the NAR said.
Even so, the available inventory at the end of last month amounted to a 2.9-month supply, going by the current sales pace. That's down from a 3-month supply in January, but up from a 2.6-month pace in February last year. In a more balanced market between buyers and sellers, there is a 4- to 6-month supply.
"Additional housing supply is helping to satisfy market demand," said Lawrence Yun, the NAR's chief economist.
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                                        WESTPORT, Conn. (AP) -- Rowing club boats capsized during a fast change in weather off Connecticut on Wednesday, sending 18 teenagers and one adult coach into the cold waters of Long Island Sound, police and fire officials said. Two people were brought to a hospital with suspected hypothermia.
First responders said they came upon a chaotic scene off the coast of Westport shortly after 5 p.m., as some of the people in the water were swimming to shore and others were trying to get into other boats. Police and firefighters from Westport and nearby towns responded, as did the Coast Guard.
Two sculling boats with the private Saugatuck Rowing Club capsized as the water became rough during a weather change, sending 18 people into waters off Compo Beach, Westport Police Chief Foti Koskinas said at an evening news conference. The people in the water tried to get on a third, larger boat, causing it to sink and sending one more person into the water, police said.

    


First responders used boats to rescue many of the people, while others were able to swim ashore.
"This was a very serious incident with an incredibly good outcome," Koskinas said.


The teens, all male, ranged in age from 14 to 18. Everyone was out of the water and safe within about 50 minutes, Koskinas said. The water temperature in Long Island Sound was about 44 degrees, he said.
The teens were put on a school bus to get warm and were picked up by their parents, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authorities said they were investigating why the boats capsized, with the goal of preventing similar incidents.
___
This story was first published on March 20, 2024. It was updated on March 21, 2024, to correct the number of people who fell into Long Island Sound, which was initially provided by local authorities. A total of 18 teens and one adult ended up in the water, not 27 teens and two adults.
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                                        A 15-year-old boy shot and killed his father in self-defense after the man fired a shotgun at the boy's mother and then pointed the weapon at him, West Virginia State Police said Thursday.
Maxwell Laham's wife and one child fled after he fired at her with a 12-gauge shotgun Wednesday night, according to state police called to the scene in Rock Cave.
Laham's teenage son, who was still in the house, took a 20-gauge shotgun and fled upstairs, the state police statement said. Laham followed his son and pointed his firearm at him, and the son fatally shot his father once in the chest, police said. 
No other injuries were reported. The case is still under investigation.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/west-virginia-shotgun-maxwell-laham-f832d1c365832c44a88ac6054c8cc5e3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    A hot air balloon crashed into a power line and caused a fire, but everyone is OK | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A hot air balloon crashed into a power line and caused a fire, but everyone is OK

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A hot air balloon blew into a power line and crashed Wednesday along a highway near Rochester, Minnesota. Firefighters say the people on the balloon weren't seriously hurt
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    [image: This photo provided by Minnesota Department of Transportation shows a hot air balloon crashing into a power lin in Rochester, Minn., on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Two people suffered minor injuries as authorities say the basket detached from the balloon and fell about 20 to 30 feet to the ground. (Minnesota Department of Transportation)]
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                                        ROCHESTER, Minn. (AP) -- Three people in a hot air balloon in Minnesota escaped largely unscathed after their basket clipped a power line, fell to the ground and caused a brush fire.
A Minnesota Department of Transportation traffic camera captured the accident on video. It happened around 6:50 p.m. Wednesday in Rochester. Police said preliminary information indicates the pilot was trying to land in a field when a gust of wind pushed the balloon into a power line that runs along Highway 63.
The video shows the basket and balloon become disconnected as sparks fly from the power line. The basket appears to hang briefly on the line before falling about 20 to 30 feet (6 to 9 meters) to the ground. Meanwhile, the balloon lifts higher into the sky and drifts away.
The pilot and two other passengers were able to get out, even as the sparks caused a brush fire to break out. Police said in a news release that two people reported "very minor injuries." Firefighters were able to extinguish the blaze.
The balloon was found later, about 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) away, police said.
The Federal Aviation Administration and National Transportation Safety Board are investigating.
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                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- A Minnesota police officer who fatally shot a 65-year-old man armed with a knife will not be charged, state and local prosecutors said.
The offices of the Minnesota Attorney General and the Ramsey County Attorney announced Wednesday that Officer Abdirahmin Dahir's use of force to kill Yia Xiong early last year was "objectively reasonable to stop the deadly threat" that officers faced.
The shooting happened after police responded to a report of a man threatening people with a long knife inside a community room of an apartment complex in St. Paul on Feb. 11, 2023. Investigators said Dahir and Officer Noushue Cha encountered Xiong in the hallway that led to his apartment. But Xiong did not respond to their commands to drop the knife, according to the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.
Instead, he went into his apartment. The officers kicked the door to stop it from fully shutting and ordered him to come out, then backed down the hallway, the bureau said.

    


Xiong stepped into the hallway, knife still in hand. That's when the officers fired, Dahir using a rifle, and Cha a Taser, investigators said.




Relatives have said that Xiong struggled to understand orders to drop the knife, a traditional Hmong knife, because of a language barrier and extreme hearing loss suffered while fighting in the U.S. Secret War in Laos.
The Justice for Yia Xiong Coalition said the decision not to charge the officer "is a profound disappointment," but that the coalition will work to seek changes to police procedures and training, the St. Paul Pioneer Press reported.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal officials said Thursday they will review how airlines protect personal information about their passengers and whether they are making money by sharing that information with other parties.
The U.S. Department of Transportation said its review will focus on the 10 biggest U.S. airlines and cover their collection, handling and use of information about customers.
"Airline passengers should have confidence that their personal information is not being shared improperly with third parties or mishandled by employees," Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said. 
A spokeswoman for the trade group Airlines for America said, "U.S. airlines take customers' personal information security very seriously, which is why they have robust policies, programs and cybersecurity infrastructure to protect consumers' privacy."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Federal officials want to know how airlines handle -- and share -- passengers' personal information.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a review of the 10 biggest airlines, and whether they're making money off of sharing the personal information of passengers.

    

In announcing the review, the Transportation Department did not make allegations against any of the carriers or cite any events that might have prompted the move. A spokesman said it is being done "proactively" to help the department determine how to protect passengers' information.

    


The department said it sent letters to each of the airlines -- Delta, United, American, Southwest, Alaska, JetBlue, Spirit, Frontier, Hawaiian and Allegiant -- about their procedures for collecting and using passenger information, including "monetization of passenger data, targeted advertising, and prevention of data breaches." 




The agency also asked airlines if they have received complaints about employees or contractors mishandling personal information.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Delta, United, American, Southwest and Alaska referred questioners to the Airlines for America statement. Allegiant, which is not part of the trade group, said protecting customer data is a priority, and it welcomes the government review. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The number of Americans signing up for unemployment benefits fell slightly last week, another sign that the labor market remains strong and most workers enjoy extraordinary job security.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that jobless claims dipped by 2,000 to 210,000. The four-week average of claims, which smooths out week-to-week ups and downs, rose by 2,500 to 211,250.
Overall, 1.8 million Americans were collecting unemployment benefits the week that ended March 9, up a modest 4,000 from the week before.
Applications for unemployment benefits are viewed as a proxy for layoffs and a sign of where the job market is headed. Despite high-profile job cuts at tech companies such as Google parent Alphabet, eBay and Cisco Systems, overall layoffs remain below pre-pandemic levels. The unemployment rate, 3.9% in February, has come in under 4% for 25 straight months, longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Applications for U.S. unemployment benefits dip to 210,000, another sign the job market is strong.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports on last week's unemployment figures.

    


    


The economy and the job market, supported by consumer spending, have proven resilient even though the Federal Reserve raised interest rates 11 times in 2022 and 2023 in an effort to combat inflation that flared up in 2021. Inflation has come down from a four-decade high 9.1% in June 2022 to 3.2% in February -- but remains above the central bank's 2% target. 




Hiring has slowed from the breakneck pace of three years ago but remains strong: Employers added a record 604,000 jobs a month in 2021, 377,000 in 2022 and 251,000 last year. In February, job creation rose unexpectedly to 275,000.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Overall, layoffs remain at low levels,'' said Rubeela Farooqi, chief U.S. economist at High Frequency Economics. "We expect job growth to slow somewhat but the unemployment rate to remain low this year.''
The combination of easing inflation and a sturdy economy has raised hopes that the Fed can manage a so-called soft landing and tame price increases without tipping the economy into a recession. On Wednesday, the Fed signaled that it still expects to reverse policy and cut rates three times this year -- a sign of confidence in the progress being made against inflation. 
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                                        The winning numbers for a nearly $1 billion Mega Millions lottery prize will be drawn Friday night, offering sudden riches to any lucky player who matches them and almost certain disappointment for everyone else.
Since three months have passed without a winner, the Mega Millions jackpot has grown to an estimated $977 million. That large prize reflects the incredibly long odds of winning the jackpot, as the longer the stretch without a winner, the more the prize grows.
The jackpot ranks as the 10th largest in U.S. lottery history -- about half the size of a record $2.04 billion Powerball prize won in November 2022.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Mega Millions jackpot soars to nearly $1 billion. Here's what to know.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports, the Mega Millions lottery prize is nearly $1 billion.

    

HOW DO I PLAY?
Players can buy tickets for $2 and select six numbers from separate pools. Five of the selections come from one pool, with different numbers from 1 to 70, and the other is for the Mega Ball, with numbers from 1 to 25. Some states also give players the option of paying more for different options that increase payouts or give people extra sets of numbers.

    


People can pick their own numbers -- and some play the same numbers each time -- but most players opt for the quick pick option, which lets a computer generate random numbers. 




Mega Millions holds drawings twice a week, at 11 p.m. EDT on Tuesday and Fridays, telecast from a television studio in Atlanta. The numbers are also quickly posted on the game's website.
HOW MUCH WOULD I WIN?
A lot, but likely a lot less than you might think.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

First, that's because the advertised jackpot of $977 million is for a sole winner who is paid through an annuity, with an initial payment and then annual checks for 29 years. Nearly all winners actually prefer a cash payout, which for Friday night's drawing would be an estimated $461 million -- less than half the number splashed across billboards and in neon ads at convenience stores.
Before forking over the money, lottery officials also would deduct 24% for federal taxes. The final tax bill could ultimately be higher though, as some of the winnings could be subject to the top federal tax bracket of 37%. State taxes also could be assessed, depending on where a player bought the winning ticket.

    


There also is a chance that more than one person will buy a winning ticket -- as in 2016, when there were three winning tickets for a $1.6 billion lottery jackpot. Whatever the jackpot amount, it could be divvied into smaller prizes.
SO WHAT ARE THE ODDS?
Focusing on the amount of a jackpot prize misses the greater point -- that you almost certainly will not win.
The odds of winning the Mega Millions jackpot are 1 in 302.6 million, and it's those low odds that enable the game to trundle along without a winner for months. If the odds were better, people would win jackpots more frequently, so the top prizes wouldn't grow so large -- and entice so many people to play. In fact, Mega Millions lengthened its odds in 2019 in order to create bigger jackpots.
During the current stretch, there hasn't been a jackpot winner since Dec. 8, 2023. That's 29 consecutive drawings without someone matching all the numbers.
That said, lottery officials note there have been millions of winning tickets during that span, with prizes ranging from $2 to $1 million. The key, they say, is to play for fun and take a chance to dream a little, but not with an expectation of getting rich.

    


And of course, eventually someone will win the jackpot.
WHO RUNS THESE GAMES?
Mega Millions and Powerball, the other big lottery game, are run separately but both are overseen by state lotteries. Mega Millions is played in 45 states as well as Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Powerball also operates in 45 states plus Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
The games don't operate in Alabama, Alaska, Hawaii, Nevada or Utah.
Both of the games raise money for the jurisdictions where they operate along with profits from other lottery games, such as scratch tickets. Some states shift the money into their general funds while others use it for specific purposes, such as funding college scholarships or state parks.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, an alligator was caught by an angler in Norris Lake in Union County, Tenn., on Monday, March 18, 2024. TWRA communications coordinator Matthew Cameron said the origin of the alligator was unclear, but it appeared that the alligator had been illegally held in captivity and possibly released into the lake. (Rick Roberts/Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo provided by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, an alligator was caught by an angler in Norris Lake in Union County, Tenn., on Monday, March 18, 2024. TWRA communications coordinator Matthew Cameron said the origin of the alligator was unclear, but it appeared that the alligator had been illegally held in captivity and possibly released into the lake. (Rick Roberts/Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MAYNARDVILLE, Tennessee (AP) -- A fisherman at a lake in northeast Tennessee caught a surprise at the end of his line when he pulled up a 3- to 4-foot long alligator. 
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency said their Union County wildlife officer Rick Roberts got a call from the angler on Monday describing the unusual catch at Norris Lake. When Roberts arrived, the angler had pinned the alligator to the ground behind its head and told Roberts he caught it on a swim bait.
Alligators are not native to that part of Tennessee and are considered Class 1 wildlife species, which are those that are inherently dangerous to humans and may only be possessed by permitted exhibitors or commercial propagators. 
Matthew Cameron, regional communications coordinator for TWRA, said the alligator was taken to Little Ponderosa Zoo and Rescue, an exotic animal rescue facility in Clinton, Tennessee. 
"While the origin of the alligator is unclear, it is evident that it was being illegally held in captivity and possibly released into Norris Lake," Cameron said in an email. 
Cameron said the zoo doesn't normally house alligators, so the operators are looking for a permanent home for the alligator.
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- A Swedish land owner won a legal battle Thursday to keep a 14-kilogram (31-pound) meteorite when an appeals court ruled that such rocks should be considered "immovable property" and part of the land where they are found.
The property on which the meteorite landed contains iron and the meteorite is made of iron. Therefore, it "cannot be easily separated from what is usually regarded as (immovable) property," the Svea Court of Appeals ruled. 
On Nov. 7, 2020, an iron meteorite fell on a private property in Uppland, north of Stockholm. In December of that year, two geologists found it and eventually handed it over to the Swedish Museum of Natural History in the Swedish capital.
Swedish news agency TT said the owner of the private land where it was found, Johan Benzelstierna von Engestrom, appealed a December 2022 ruling by the Uppsala district court. That ruling gave the rock's finders Andreas Forsberg and Anders Zetterqvist the right to the stone because the meteorite was not part of the property, and was a movable property without an owner.

    


On Thursday, the appeals court said the iron meteorite "is made up of substances that are already present in the earth's surface." Judge Robert Green said that meteorites or space rocks should be considered "part of immovable property just like other stones, even though it may intuitively feel like it is something foreign to the earth."


A Swedish law known as 'Allemansraetten,' may give everyone the freedom to roam freely in Sweden on the condition that nature and the animals are respected but it "does not give anyone the right to take a meteorite from someone else's land," the Svea court said.
The finders also had claimed there was an agreement allowing them to take the meteorite. However, the appeals court said there was no evidence of such a deal. It wasn't immediately clear whether the geologists would appeal to Sweden's Supreme Court. 
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                                        A Texas man is accused of trying to sneak on board a flight by taking a photo of another passenger's boarding pass, and authorities say he was caught because the flight was full and he didn't have a place to sit.
Now the man faces a felony charge of being a stowaway on an aircraft. 
Wicliff Yves Fleurizard of George, Texas, was arrested Sunday after boarding a Delta Air Lines plane in Salt Lake City for a flight to Austin, Texas, federal prosecutors in Utah said.
According to a police officer's affidavit filed in federal district court, Fleurizard boarded the plane and opened the door to a storage space for emergency equipment. A flight attendant helped him get to the lavatory in the front of the plane.
After everyone else boarded, Fleurizard moved to a lavatory in the back of the plane. When he exited -- at this point, the plane had started to taxi to the runway -- he told a flight attendant that he was in seat 21F. 

    


There was already somebody in seat 21F, a girl traveling alone, and the flight attendant confirmed that she was a ticketed passenger.
When the crew searched, Fleurizard's name didn't pop up in records for the Austin-bound flight "or any other Delta Flight for that matter," according to the affidavit.




The plane returned to the gate, where officers were waiting. 
According to the complaint, a review of surveillance footage from the boarding area showed Fleurizard taking pictures of several passengers' phones and boarding passes when they weren't looking, then using his phone as a boarding pass to get on the plane.
It turned out that a friend gave Fleurizard a buddy pass to fly on Southwest Airlines, but two previous flights were full and he was re-booked on a flight later Sunday, according to the police officer.
No attorney was listed for the man.
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                    History buffs may know the remote island of St. Helena as the site of Napoleon Bonaparte's exile, but the British overseas territory has another claim to fame: a 192-year-old tortoise named Jonathan. (March 20)
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    [image: The city of Jamestown is pictured from the top of Jacob's Ladder, a massive staircase carved into the side of a mountain on the remote island of St. Helena, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. The 600-foot-high stairway was originally a donkey-powered cart track used to transport goods in and out of the city. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: The city of Jamestown is pictured between massive volcanic cliffs on the remote island of St. Helena, Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. The quaint town is home to British Georgian-era colonial architecture, shops and restaurants. It's also the main gathering place for the island's festivals and celebrations. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: A hiker walks the Cox's Battery trail on the island of St. Helena, Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2024. The nearly three-mile trek is one of the remote territory's 21 scenic hiking trails of varying difficulty. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: Tourists take photos of Jonathan, a 192-year-old tortoise, on the lawn of Plantation House on the South Atlantic island of St. Helena on Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: The site of Napoleon Bonaparte's tomb, known as the Valley of the Tomb, is seen on the British overseas territory of St. Helena in the South Atlantic, Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: British Georgian-era colonial buildings line Main Street in Jamestown, St. Helena, on Friday, Feb. 23, 2024. The British overseas territory, located nearly halfway between southern Africa and Brazil, is one of the world's most remote inhabited islands. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: Scenic ocean views and rolling pastureland are seen on the island of St. Helena, Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024. The remote British overseas territory is home to diverse landscapes and microclimates, ranging from misty tropical forests to windswept volcanic cliffs. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: A wooden bridge leading to the Heart Shaped Waterfall on the island of St. Helena on Feb. 21, 2024. The trek is one of the remote territory's 21 scenic hiking trails of varying difficulty. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: Neil Fantom of Wranghams coffee demonstrates his small-batch roasting process at his coffee plantation in Sandy Bay, St. Helena, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: St. Helena's famed coffee is pictured during a farm tour and tasting at Wranghams, a small coffee plantation and homestay in Sandy Bay, St. Helena, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | St. Helena's famed coffee is pictured during a farm tour and tasting at Wranghams, a small coffee plantation and homestay in Sandy Bay, St. Helena, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 14
St. Helena's famed coffee is pictured during a farm tour and tasting at Wranghams, a small coffee plantation and homestay in Sandy Bay, St. Helena, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The foyer of Plantation House, the official residence of the governor of the British overseas territory of St. Helena, is pictured Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. Visitors to the remote island can tour the ornately decorated rooms of the grand Georgian mansion built in 1792. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: The library inside Plantation House, the official residence of the governor of the British overseas territory of St. Helena, is pictured Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: Sweeping views of Sandy Bay can be seen from Blue Point Trail on the island of St. Helena, on Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024. The 40-minute trek is one of the remote territory's 21 scenic hiking trails of varying difficulty. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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[image: Coconut fingers, a traditional celebration dessert of iced sponge cake dusted with coconut, are displayed at a restaurant on the island of St. Helena on Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicole Evatt)]
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                                        JAMESTOWN, St. Helena (AP) -- St. Helena, a small, craggy island in the South Atlantic Ocean, hasn't seen many tourists in the past for good reason: It's one of the most remote inhabited places in the world.
Until 2017, it took five nights by boat to reach the British overseas territory, which is nearly halfway between southern Africa and Brazil. Today, with weekly commercial flights and the recent arrival of high-speed internet, the government is hoping to breathe new life into a fledgling tourism industry that welcomed about 2,100 leisure travelers in 2023.
The island has just a little more than 4,000 residents, or Saints as they call themselves, and is likely to attract a certain kind of visitor.
"It's people with a real desire to travel and learn rather than, 'let's go somewhere to have a bit of sunshine and some nice food,'" says Emma Phillips, whose husband, Nigel, is St. Helena's governor.
After all, weather can be unpredictable and supplies occasionally run low when you're 1,200 miles from the nearest continent.
"You've got to be prepared to embrace all of that," Phillips says, while extolling the island's welcoming locals, rich history and natural wonders. "Come with an open mind."
HISTORY: NAPOLEON, GEORGIAN ARCHITECTURE

Perhaps best known as the site of Napoleon Bonaparte's exile from 1815 until his death in 1821, St. Helena features multiple heritage sites honoring the deposed French emperor. Visitors can tour his homes and his original burial grounds. His remains were returned to France in 1840.
The capital city, Jamestown, is an eclectic mix of new and old. British Georgian-era colonial buildings house small retail and grocery stores. There are a couple DVD rental shops -- remnants of the island's pre-high-speed internet days.
For a workout with a view, climb the 699 steps of Jacob's Ladder on the edge of town. The 600-foot-high outdoor staircase was originally a donkey-powered cart track used to transport goods between the city and fortifications on the cliffs above.
Plantation House, 2 miles south of the capital, is a grand Georgian mansion built in 1792 by the British East India Company, which administered St. Helena until 1834. Now the official governor's residence, the house features a collection of royal portraits and original furnishings, including antique china and a chandelier from Bonaparte's final home.
NATURE: WHALE SHARKS, A LEGENDARY TORTOISE

Plantation House's well-manicured yard is home to one of the island's most famous residents, a venerable tortoise named Jonathan. At the approximate age of 192, Jonathan holds the Guinness World Record for the oldest living land animal. He has met several royals, including Queen Elizabeth II, who visited St. Helena in 1947, and Prince Edward, who made the trip in January.
"Jonathan is an enigmatic tortoise," says Teeny Lucy, one of his caretakers for over a decade. "If you come to St. Helena, people usually know two things: Jonathan the tortoise and Napoleon Bonaparte." She's not sure who is the bigger celebrity.
Jonathan has lost his sight and sense of smell, but remains a major draw for tourists like Gilly Hill, who traveled from the U.K. to snap selfies with him. 
"I just think he's the most amazing creature," she said.
Other bucket-list activities include swimming with Chilean devil rays or whale sharks, which are often spotted December through March. There's also humpback whale watching from June to December. Come in January to catch peak nesting season for the wirebird, also known as the St. Helena plover, which can only be found on St. Helena.
FOR OUTDOORS LOVERS: BIODIVERSITY, SCENERY

Roughly one-third of all endemic biodiversity in U.K. territories can be found within the 47-square-mile island. More than 500 species are not seen anywhere else on earth, including 45 flowering plants and ferns. 
Microclimates that range from cool tropical forests to sunny rolling grasslands and windswept volcanic cliffs can all be experienced within an hour's drive.
With two dozen scenic trails, St. Helena can satisfy even the most avid hiker's wanderlust. Serious trekkers might opt for the highest point, Diana's Peak. The 2.3-mile hike takes you 2,690 feet above sea level and into Britain's last remaining natural cloud forest.
Casual hikers can stroll along Blue Point Trail for spectacular views of Sandy Bay, Sperry Island and Castle Rock. For a moderate challenge, try the shaded hike to St. Helena's famed Heart Shaped Waterfall, which only flows in winter and early spring. Be sure to catch the best views of the falls from the main road out of Jamestown.
FOR FOODIES: RARE COFFEE, COLORFUL CAKES

Perched at 1,700 feet on one of the lushest and most remote parts of the island lies a historic estate with sweeping cloud-forest views and a really good cup of joe. 
Wranghams is a small coffee farm with tours and home stays, run by Neil and Debbie Fantom.
Coffee connoisseurs seek out St. Helena's beans, often touted as one of the rarest and most expensive varieties in the world due to their export costs and single-origin status. It sells online for $150 per half pound. Extreme isolation has ensured that the coffee plants, which were imported from Yemen in the 18th century, have never been cross-fertilized.
"Is it the best in the world? I couldn't tell you. Is it coffee that we enjoy producing and drinking? One hundred percent," Neil says. "We've got the perfect climate for it, and we do it ourselves."
"With love," adds Debbie.
Other local culinary delights include plo, a cross between curry and Spanish paella, fresh fishcakes, and sponge cakes with bright pink icing known as coconut fingers.
WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Money: St. Helena has no ATMs, credit cards are not widely accepted, and the local bank has limited hours. Be sure to bring British pounds (GBP) to cover your stay and the 20 pounds entry fee (about $25). Another option is St. Helena Bank's prepaid Tourist Card app, which can be loaded with debit cards online and is accepted throughout the island.
Connectivity: Download essentials like the Tourist Card app and offline Google maps before you arrive, as Wi-Fi and mobile data is limited and expensive.
Getting There: Airlink flies once weekly from Johannesburg. A mid-week flight is often added during the busier summer season, December to March. You'll need proof of medical insurance covering at least 175,000 pounds (about $223,000) to board the plane.
Where to Stay: Accommodations range from simple home stays to boutique hotels. The higher-end Mantis St. Helena has 30 rooms and complimentary, reliable internet.
Getting Around: St. Helena's narrow roads and blind curves are not for the faint of heart. If you're comfortable driving stick shift on the left side of the road, rental cars are available. Otherwise, taxis are your best option for island adventuring.
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    [image: FILE - KLM airplanes sit in Schiphol Airport near Amsterdam, Netherlands, on Jan. 18, 2018. The Dutch government has systematically put the interests of the aviation sector above those of people who live near Schiphol Airport, one of Europe's busiest aviation hubs, a Dutch court ruled Wednesday, saying that the treatment of local residents amounts to a breach of Europe's human rights convention. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The Dutch government has systematically put the interests of the aviation sector above those of people who live near Schiphol Airport, one of Europe's busiest aviation hubs, a Dutch court ruled Wednesday, saying that the treatment of local residents amounts to a breach of Europe's human rights convention.
"The state has always prioritized the 'hub function' and the growth of Schiphol," The Hague District Court said, as it ordered authorities to do more to rein in noise pollution.
The court ruling was the latest development in long-running efforts to rein in noise pollution and nuisance caused by the airport on the outskirts of Amsterdam. Late last year, the government shelved plans to rein in flights following protests from countries including the United States and warnings that the move could breach European law and aviation agreements.

    


"The judge's decision is crystal clear: more attention must be paid to local residents and the reduction of noise pollution. That was already the government's commitment, and we will study the verdict," the ministry for infrastructure and water said in a written response.




The national public health institute estimates that around 259,000 people in the Netherlands experience "serious nuisance" from aircraft flying over the densely populated country.
Wednesday's court ruling ordered the government to properly enforce existing noise pollution laws and regulations within a year and to provide "practical and effective legal protection for all people who experience serious inconvenience or sleep disturbance due to air traffic to and from Schiphol."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The organization that brought the case, called The Right to Protection from Aircraft Nuisance, welcomed the ruling.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Dutch court says the government must do more to rein in noise pollution at Amsterdam's busy airport.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on a debate in the Netherlands over airport noise pollution.

    

"The court ruled that the state did not properly weigh interests: economic interests have always been central, local residents were lowest in the pecking order. That is no longer allowed," it said, adding that the group and its lawyers were "extremely satisfied" with the decision.

    


Schiphol said in a statement that it is working toward reducing noise pollution
"Like these local residents, we want aviation to cause less nuisance. At the same time, we want the Netherlands to remain connected to the rest of the world, but quieter, cleaner and better," the airport said in a written statement. 
Among measures the airport is proposing are closing at nighttime and banning the noisiest planes.
"This will lead to a reduction in the number of people experiencing noise nuisance. In the short term, it is in any case important to have legislation that gives clarity to both local residents and the aviation sector. That is also the judge's verdict today," Schiphol added.
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                                        An American Airlines jetliner suffered an "anomaly" in the braking system before running past the end of a runway in Texas last month, U.S. investigators said Thursday.
An inspection showed that flexible hydraulic lines to parts of the braking system had been improperly reconnected after a repair job, the National Transportation Safety Board said in a preliminary report on the Feb. 10 incident at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.
The NTSB said that within moments of the Boeing 737 touching down on the runway, the automatic brakes went from off to on and then off again. The pilots used manual brake pedals and thrust reversers to slow down, but as the plane neared the end of the runway, the captain of American flight 1632 warned air traffic controllers.
"Total brake failure. We are departing the end of runway 17L (for left). Roll crash fire rescue," the captain said.
The plane came to rest on a paved area beyond the runway. Passengers used mobile stairs to leave the plane.
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                    U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste is piling up worldwide and recycling rates are low. Recycling plants like Nairobi's WEEE center are trying to make a dent in that e-waste mountain. (Mar. 21) (AP video by Moses Ndungu)
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    [image: A woman who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, center, walks past Marabou storks feeding on a mountain of garage amidst smoke from burning trash at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | A woman who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, center, walks past Marabou storks feeding on a mountain of garage amidst smoke from burning trash at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 14
A woman who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, center, walks past Marabou storks feeding on a mountain of garage amidst smoke from burning trash at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People scavenge recyclable materials for a living, at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: Employees dismantle laptop waste at WEEE center recycling plant, a collection point where people can deposit old electric equipment in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March. 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: Laptop waste at WEEE center recycling plant, a collection point where people can deposit old electric equipment in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March. 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo taken Monday, Aug. 18, 2014, workers unload and sort through a container full of electronic waste that was collected from a Nairobi slum and brought in for recycling, at the East African Compliant Recycling facility in Machakos, near Nairobi, in Kenya. U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste -- everything from discarded refrigerators to TVs to e-scooters to mobile phones -- is piling up worldwide, and recycling rates are low and likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | FILE - In this photo taken Monday, Aug. 18, 2014, workers unload and sort through a container full of electronic waste that was collected from a Nairobi slum and brought in for recycling, at the East African Compliant Recycling facility in Machakos, near Nairobi, in Kenya. U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste -- everything from discarded refrigerators to TVs to e-scooters to mobile phones -- is piling up worldwide, and recycling rates are low and likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 14
FILE - In this photo taken Monday, Aug. 18, 2014, workers unload and sort through a container full of electronic waste that was collected from a Nairobi slum and brought in for recycling, at the East African Compliant Recycling facility in Machakos, near Nairobi, in Kenya. U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste -- everything from discarded refrigerators to TVs to e-scooters to mobile phones -- is piling up worldwide, and recycling rates are low and likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - An Indian man works at a electronic waste recycling shop on World Environment Day in Gauhati, Assam state, India, Monday, June 5, 2017. U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste -- everything from discarded refrigerators to TVs to e-scooters to mobile phones -- is piling up worldwide, and recycling rates are low and likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/ Anupam Nath, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo taken Monday, Aug. 18, 2014, a worker gathers handfuls of cellphone printed circuit boards from a pile to put in a sack for recycling, at the East African Compliant Recycling facility in Machakos, near Nairobi, in Kenya. U.N. agencies warn that electrical waste -- everything from discarded refrigerators to TVs to e-scooters to mobile phones -- is piling up worldwide, and recycling rates are low and likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)]
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[image: An employee throws a laptop waste at WEEE center recycling plant, a collection point where people can deposit old electric equipment in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March. 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: Catherine Masolia, Chief operation officer at WEEE center recycling plant, a collection point where people can deposit old electric equipment in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March. 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, walks past Marabou storks on a roof of a church at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: People scavenge recyclable materials for a living, past Marabou storks feeding on a mountain of garage at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, centre, drinks water past Marabou storks feeding on a mountain of garage at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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[image: A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, sleep on a truck at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, sleep on a truck at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, sleep on a truck at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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[image: A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, walks past a mountain of garage amidst smoke from burning trash at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | A man who scavenges recyclable materials for a living, walks past a mountain of garage amidst smoke from burning trash at Dandora, the largest garbage dump in the capital Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, March 20, 2024. U.N. agencies have warned that electrical and electronic waste is piling up worldwide while recycling rates continue to remain low and are likely to fall even further. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- U.N. agencies have warned that waste from electronics is piling up worldwide while recycling rates remain low and are likely to fall even further. 
The agencies were referring to "e-waste," which is defined as discarded devices with a plug or battery, including cellphones, electronic toys, TVs, microwave ovens, e-cigarettes, laptop computers and solar panels. It does not include waste from electronic vehicles, which fall into a separate category. 
In a report released Wednesday, the U.N.'s International Telecommunications Union and research arm UNITAR said some 62 million tons of "e-waste" was generated in 2022, enough to fill tractor-trailers that could be lined up bumper to bumper around the globe. It's on track to reach 82 million tons by 2030.
Metals -- including copper, gold and iron -- made up half of the 62 million tons, worth a total of some $91 billion, the report said. Plastics accounted for 17 million tons and the remaining 14 million tons include substances like composite materials and glass. 

    


The U.N. says 22% of the e-waste mass was properly collected and recycled in 2022. It is expected to fall to 20% by the end of the decade because of "staggering growth" of such waste due to higher consumption, limited repair options, shorter product life cycles, growing "electronification" of society, and inadequate e-waste management infrastructure, the agencies said. 




They said some of the discarded electronic devices contained hazardous elements like mercury, as well as rare Earth metals coveted by tech industry manufacturers. Currently, only 1% of the demand for the 17 minerals that make up the rare metals is met through recycling. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About half of all e-waste is generated in Asia, where few countries have laws on e-waste or collection targets, according to the report. Recycling and collection rates top 40% in Europe, where per-capita waste generation is highest: nearly 18 kilograms (39 pounds). 

    


In Africa, which generates the least of any of the five big global regions, recycling and collection rates hover at about 1%, it said.
"The latest research shows that the global challenge posed by e-waste is only going to grow," said Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava, head of the ITU telecommunication development bureau. "With less than half of the world implementing and enforcing approaches to manage the problem, this raises the alarm for sound regulations to boost collection and recycling."
For some, e-waste represents a way to earn cash by rummaging through trash in the developing world to find coveted commodities, despite the health risks. 
At the Dandora dumpsite where garbage collected from the Kenyan capital of Nairobi ends up -- even though a court declared it full over a generation ago -- scavengers try to earn a living by picking through rubbish for e-waste that can be sold to businesses as recycled material. 
Steve Okoth hopes the flow continues so he can eke out an income, but he knows the risks.
"When the e-waste comes here, it contains some powder which affects my health," he said, adding that when electronic devices heat up, they release gases and he "can't come to work because of chest problems." 

    


However, Okoth said they don't have any other options: "We are now used to the smoke because if you don't go to work you will not eat."
Recycling plants, like Nairobi's WEEE center, have collection points across Kenya, where people can safely get rid of old electric equipment.
"We take inventory of the items," said Catherine Wasolia, WEEE's chief operating officer, to check for data on submitted devices and wipe them clean. Then they test each to assess if "it can be reused or repurposed."
E-waste expert George Masila worries about the impact of electronic waste on soil.
"When you have all this e-waste -- either in the dumpsites or mercilessly deposited anywhere else -- it could have major effects on the soil," Masila said. "Every year it rains and water flows and attracts all these elements that are deposited into the environment. You have water getting contaminated."

    


He said greater recycling and re-use of such materials, "are some of the things we should be considering."
Report authors acknowledged that many people in the developing world pay their bills through harvesting such e-waste, and called for them to be trained and equipped to make such work safer. 
"We must try to support these people trying to find their niche," said Ruediger Kuehr, senior manager of the sustainable cycles program at UNITAR.
__
Keaten reported from Geneva.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/electronic-waste-kenya-united-nations-ewaste-environment-e37667e5a6b08fe8ef161d386eb3404d
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    [image: FILE - Mustafa Suleyman co founder and CEO of Inflection AI speaks to journalist during the AI Safety Summit in Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes, England, Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2023. Microsoft has hired Suleyman to head up its consumer artificial intelligence business, adding to its ranks an influential figure in the artificial intelligence world to cement its position at the forefront of the booming AI industry. Suleyman said in a post on LinkedIn on Monday, March 18, 2024, that he'll become CEO of Microsoft AI, leading all of the company's consumer AI products and research, including its generative AI service Copilot as well as its Bing search engine and Edge browser. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A Copilot page showing the incorporation of AI technology is shown in London, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024. A Microsoft engineer is sounding an alarm Wednesday, March 6, 2024, about offensive and harmful imagery he says is too easily made by the company's artificial intelligence image-generator tool. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Copilot page showing the incorporation of AI technology is shown in London, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024. A Microsoft engineer is sounding an alarm Wednesday, March 6, 2024, about offensive and harmful imagery he says is too easily made by the company's artificial intelligence image-generator tool. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Microsoft has hired Mustafa Suleyman to head up its consumer artificial intelligence business, adding another influential figure to its pool of talent leading the charge to build a technology that Suleyman views as both as a boon and threat to humanity. 
Suleyman, co-founder of AI research lab DeepMind, said Tuesday in a LinkedIn post that he'll become CEO of Microsoft AI, leading all of the company's consumer AI products and research, including its generative AI service Copilot as well as its Bing search engine and Edge browser. 
Microsoft is also hiring the chief scientist at Suleyman's AI company, Inflection, and several of its top engineers and researchers, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella said in a blog post. 
The hirings are likely to bolster Microsoft's lead position in the AI industry, as big tech companies battle for position to capitalize on demand for AI services. 

    


Microsoft has teamed up with ChatGPT maker OpenAI, investing billions of dollars into the San Francisco company, and recently partnered with France's Mistral, a hot AI startup. 
Suleyman co-founded the DeepMind AI research lab, which Google purchased in 2014, and worked there until 2022, when he left to set up Inflection.ai with LinkedIn co-founder Reid Hoffman in an effort to create AI that won't veer into racist, sexist or violent behavior. 
He also co-wrote a book, "The Coming Wave," that examines AI's promise and the need to limit its potential perils. 
__
This story corrects the day of the announcement to Tuesday instead of Monday.
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AI-aided virtual conversations with WWII vets are latest feature at New Orleans museum

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the National WWII Museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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    [image: World War II veteran Olin Pickens, of Nesbit, Miss., who served in the U.S. Army 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion, looks at the virtual exhibit of himself at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Theodore Britton, Jr., 98, who served in the U.S. Marine 27th Depot Company in the British Solomon Islands and Hawaii, speaks in front of a virtual exhibit of himself at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Theodore Britton, Jr., 98, who served in the U.S. Marine 27th Depot Company in the British Solomon Islands and Hawaii, looks a virtual exhibit of himself at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Theodore Britton, Jr., 98, who served in the U.S. Marine 27th Depot Company in the British Solomon Islands and Hawaii, holds his hand to his heart as he talks about his service at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Olin Pickens, of Nesbit, Miss., who served in the U.S. Army 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion, speaks in front of a virtual exhibit of himself at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Theodore Britton, Jr., who served in the U.S. Marine 27th Marine Depot Company in the British Solomon Islands and Hawaii, talks with museum volunteer Jack Gross, center, at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Larry Pickens, left, son of World War II veteran Olin Pickens, of Nesbit, Miss., who served in the U.S. Army 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion, talks with his father who is featured in a virtual exhibit at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Olin Pickens, of Nesbit, Miss., who served in the U.S. Army 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion, is greeted by museum staff at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: World War II veteran Olin Pickens, of Nesbit, Miss., who served in the U.S. Army 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion, looks at a photo of himself as a 120 lbs. prisoner of war, at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. An interactive exhibit opening Wednesday at the museum will use artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans, including a Medal of Honor winner who died in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Peter Crean of the National WWII Museum in New Orleans stands at an interactive exhibit with an image of Japanese-American WWII veteran Lawson Ichiro Sakai, who served in the U.S. Army, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Sakai and 17 other people, including World War II combat veterans, a military nurse, an aircraft factory worker and a USO performer, made extensive video-recordings about their lives and service as part of an interactive exhibit opening at the museum March 20. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Olin Pickens sat in his wheelchair facing a life-sized image of himself on a screen, asking it questions about being taken prisoner by German soldiers during World War II. After a pause, his video-recorded twin recalled being given "sauerkraut soup" by his captors before a grueling march.
"That was a Tuesday morning, February the 16th," Pickens' onscreen likeness answered. "And so we started marching. We'd walk four hours, then we'd rest 10 minutes."
Pickens is among 18 veterans of the war and its support effort featured in an interactive exhibit that opened Wednesday at the National WWII Museum. The exhibit uses artificial intelligence to let visitors hold virtual conversations with images of veterans.
Pickens, of Nesbit, Mississippi, was captured in Tunisia in 1943 as U.S. soldiers from the 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion were overrun by German forces. He returned home alive after spending the rest of the war in a prison camp.

    


"I'm making history, to see myself telling the story of what happened to me over there," said Pickens, who celebrated his 102nd birthday in December. "I'm so proud that I'm here, that people can see me."




The Voices From the Front exhibit also enables visitors to the New Orleans museum to ask questions of war-era home front heroes and supporters of the U.S. war effort -- including a military nurse who served in the Philippines, an aircraft factory worker, and Margaret Kerry, a dancer who performed at USO shows and, after the war, was a model for the Tinker Bell character in Disney productions. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Four years in the making, the project incorporates video-recorded interviews with 18 veterans of the war or the support effort -- each of them having sat for as many as a thousand questions about the war and their personal lives. Among the participants was Marine Corps veteran Hershel Woodrow "Woody" Wilson, a Medal of Honor winner who fought at Iwo Jima, Japan. He died in June 2022 after recording his responses. 

    


Visitors to the new exhibit will stand in front of a console and pick who they want to converse with. Then, a life-sized image of that person, sitting comfortably in a chair, will appear on a screen in front of them. 
"Any of us can ask a question," said Peter Crean, a retired Army colonel and the museum's vice president of education. "It will recognize the elements of that question. And then using AI, it will match the elements of that question to the most appropriate of those thousand answers."
The exhibit bears similarities to interactive interviews with Holocaust survivors produced by the University of Southern California Shoah Foundation, founded by film director Stephen Spielberg. That project also uses life-sized projections of real people that appear to respond to questions in real time. They've been featured for several years at Holocaust museums across the U.S.
Aging veterans have long played a part in personalizing the experience of visiting the New Orleans museum, which opened in 2000 as the National D-Day Museum. Veterans often volunteered at the museum, manning a table near the entrance where visitors could talk to them about the war. 

    


But that practice has diminished as the veterans age and die. The COVID-19 pandemic was especially hard on the WWII generation, Crean said.
Theodore Britton Jr., who served during the war as one U.S. Marine Corps' first Black recruits, said he was thrilled to help the museum "do by mechanical devices what we're not going to be around to do in the future."
The 98-year-old veteran, who later was appointed U.S. ambassador to Barbados and Grenada by President Gerald Ford, got a chance Wednesday to question his virtual self, sitting onscreen wearing the Congressional Gold Medal that Britton was awarded in 2012. 
"There are fewer and fewer World War II veterans, and a lot of people who will never see one," Britton said. "But they can come here and see and talk with them."
The technology isn't perfect. For example, when Crean asked the image of veteran Bob Wolf whether he had a dog as a child, there followed an expansive answer about Wolf's childhood -- his favorite radio shows and breakfast cereal -- before he noted that he had pet turtles.

    


But, said Crean, the AI mechanism can learn as more questions are asked of it and rephrased. A brief lag time after the asking of the question will diminish, and the recorded answers will be more responsive to the questions, he said. 
The Voices From the Front interactive station was unveiled Wednesday as part of the opening of the museum's new Malcolm S. Forbes Rare and Iconic Artifacts Gallery, named for an infantry machine gunner who fought on the front lines in Europe. Malcom S. Forbes was a son of Bertie Charles Forbes, founder of Forbes magazine. Exhibits include his Bronze Star, Purple Heart and a blood-stained jacket he wore when wounded. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wwii-museum-veterans-artificial-intelligence-d4ad6a019125c864e7076dfa37039d43



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Governor signs bills creating electric vehicle charging station network across Wisconsin | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Governor signs bills creating electric vehicle charging station network across Wisconsin

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Motorists recharge their Tesla vehicles at a Tesla supercharging location, Jan. 16, 2024, in northeast Denver. Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers signed bipartisan bills Wednesday, March 20, 2024 designed to jump-start creation of an electric vehicle charging network along Wisconsin's interstate system and major highways. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, file)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers signed bipartisan bills Wednesday designed to jump-start creation of an electric vehicle charging network along the state's interstate system and major highways.
The new laws free up nearly $80 million in federal construction aid and makes it easier for gas stations, convenience stores and other businesses to operate the electric vehicle charging stations. The measures were backed by businesses and environmentalists alike and cheered as a way for Wisconsin to expand its electric vehicle charging network.
The funding is designed to support Level 3 charging stations, which will allow for passenger electric vehicles to be recharged in less than an hour. Lower level chargers are designed to recharge a vehicle overnight or throughout the day.
Federal guidance calls for stations no more than 50 miles (80 kilometers) apart.

    


"Electric vehicle drivers in Wisconsin will soon be able to travel about 85 percent of our state highway system and never be more than 25 miles away from a charger," Wisconsin Transportation Secretary Craig Thompson said in a statement Wednesday.




Wisconsin currently has nearly 580 publicly accessible electric vehicle charging stations. The state Department of Transportation has said it expects to use the $78.7 million in federal grants to support building 65 high-speed charging stations in key corridors using the federal funding unlocked through enactment of the new laws.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One bill Evers signed allows for the creation of an EV infrastructure program to help businesses construct charging stations over the next five years. The grants would cover up to 80% of costs; grant recipients would have to put up the remaining 20%.
The funding was part of $7.5 billion included in the 2021 infrastructure law passed to meet President Joe Biden's goal to build a national network of 500,000 publicly available chargers by 2030. The charging ports are a key part of Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming.

    


But progress on the network has been slow. Ohio and New York are the only states that have opened charging stations under the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure program. As of mid-January, a total of 28 states, plus Puerto Rico, have either awarded contracts to build chargers or have accepted bids to do so.
EV charging stations must charge customers by the amount of electricity used, known as a kilowatt-hour. Selling by the killowatt-hour is similar to fueling a vehicle with gasoline.
Wisconsin law only allows utilities to charge per kilowatt-hour. That means any business that wanted to offer a charging station would have to be regulated as a utility.
In order to access the federal money, an exemption to that law was needed. The bill Evers signed allows private businesses to sell electricity at the charging stations by kilowatt-hour and not be regulated as a utility.
Users of the charging stations would be charged a 3-cent-per-kilowatt-hour tax. Local government entities and state agencies would not be allowed to operate public charging stations but could run their own stations to charge their vehicles.
"We don't have to choose between protecting our environment and natural resources or creating good-paying jobs and infrastructure to meet the needs of a 21st-Century economy -- in Wisconsin, we're doing both," Evers said in a statement.
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    [image: FILE - The Google logo is seen at the Vivatech show in Paris in Paris, France, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. France's competition watchdog hit Google on Wednesday March 20, 2024 with another big fine in settling a long-running dispute centered on payments to French publishers for their news. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's competition watchdog hit Google on Wednesday with another big fine tied to a long-running dispute over payments to French publishers for their news. 
The French Competition Authority said it issued the 250 million euro ($272 million) penalty because of Google's failure to comply with some commitments it made in a negotiating framework. 
The dispute is part of a larger effort by authorities in the European Union and around the world to force Google and other tech companies to compensate news publishers for content.
The U.S. tech giant was forced to negotiate with French publishers after a court in 2020 upheld an order saying payments were required by a 2019 European Union copyright directive.
Google said in a blog post that it agreed to settle the fine, which was imposed over how it conducted the negotiations, "because it's time to move on." It said the fine was "not proportionate" to the issues raised by the French watchdog and "doesn't sufficiently take into account" Google's efforts to answer and resolve the concerns. 

    


France was the first of the EU's 27 nations to adopt the copyright directive, which lays out a way for publishers and news companies to strike licensing deals with online platforms.




Wednesday's decision by the French Competition Authority is the fourth in as many years against Google for failing to comply with the EU legal framework that aims to establish "necessary conditions for balanced negotiations between press agencies, publishers and digital platforms."
The French antitrust agency had issued temporary orders to Google in April 2020 to hold talks within three months with news publishers. In 2021, the agency fined Google 500 million euros ($592 million) for failing to negotiate a fair payment for publishers' news.
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    [image: FILE - Chocolate rabbits wait to be decorated at the Cocoatree chocolate shop, April 8, 2020, in Lonzee, Belgium. Sweet Easter baskets will likely come at a bitter cost this year for consumers as the price of cocoa climbs to record highs. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sweet Easter baskets will likely come at a bitter cost this year for consumers as the price of cocoa climbs to record highs.
Cocoa futures have surged this year, roughly doubling since the start of 2024. Rising temperatures and weather conditions have stressed and damaged crops in West Africa, which produces more than 70% of the global cocoa supply.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    






    
        
    



            

        

    

Sugar prices are also rising. Futures for a pound of sugar are up about 8% in 2024, after rising 2.7% in 2023.
Big chocolate companies like Hershey's and Cadbury maker Mondelez have been passing those costs on to consumers -- and then some: Hershey's net profit margins ticked higher to 16.7% in 2023 from 15.8% in 2022. Mondelez reported a jump to 13.8% in 2023 from 8.6% in 2022.
Both companies reported shrinking sales volumes for their most recent quarters as consumers grow tired of paying higher prices.

    


The National Retail Federation expects a drop in spending on Easter this year, though the total figure still remains high by historical standards. Its latest survey shows that consumers are expected to spend $3.1 billion on candy this Easter, or $24.78 per person. That's down from $3.3 billion, or $26.31 per person a year ago.




Mondelez, which owns Easter basket staple Cadbury, has been relying on price increases to counter the surge in cocoa prices. The company has said it commands a 13% share in the global chocolate market. It acknowledged price increases of up to 15% within its chocolate category in 2023 and higher prices will likely be a key factor in meeting revenue growth forecasts for up to 5% in 2024.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Pricing is clearly a key component of this plan," said Luca Zaramella, chief financial officer at Mondelez, in an conference call in January. "Its contribution will be a little bit less than we have seen in 2023, but it is higher than an average year."
Hershey raised prices on chocolate overall last year as inflation surged and said it increased prices on some grocery and food service items early in 2024. It expects sales growth of up to 3% this year.

    


The company has said it is committed to raising prices in order to cover inflation, though most of it is carryover from previous increases.
The cost of candy and other sweets rose 5.8% in February compared with a year ago, according to the government's latest report on consumer prices. Increases have been hovering around that level since late into 2023.
Inflation has been cooling overall, but is still hotter than economists had hoped for at this point in 2024. Analysts are growing increasingly worried about the impact of stubbornly high inflation and high interest rates on consumer spending and overall economic growth.
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    [image: FILE - Pedestrians walk past the Hermes store on Madison Avenue, Thursday, March 19, 2020, in New York. Hermes, the maker of famed bags, is the target of a class action lawsuit, Thursday, March 21, 2024, that claims that the luxury retailer unlawfully prevents customers who have not spent enough at its stores from buying its coveted Birkin handbags. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: FILE - A mannequin is seen through a window of theHermes store on Madison Avenue, Thursday, March 19, 2020, in New York. Hermes, the maker of famed bags, is the target of a class action lawsuit, Thursday, March 21, 2024, that claims that the luxury retailer unlawfully prevents customers who have not spent enough at its stores from buying its coveted Birkin handbags.(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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                                        Hermes is being targeted in a new lawsuit accusing the luxury retailer of selling its coveted Birkin handbags only to customers who have spent exorbitant amounts of money at the store on other goods. 
The proposed federal class-action lawsuit, which was filed this week in San Francisco, alleges that Hermes is violating antitrust law by making customers buy other goods in the store before being granted the privilege of buying a Birkin bag from Hermes. 
Birkin handbags, which are handcrafted from leather by artisans in France, can cost tens of thousands of dollars, hundreds of thousands of dollars on the second-hand market, and are seen on the arms of celebrities like Jennifer Lopez, Kim Kardashian and Cardi B. The handbags can only be purchased in a Hermes store, not on its website.
However, the lawsuit claims that the average customer can't just walk into a Hermes store, find a Birkin on display and buy it. Rather, customers that are "deemed worthy" will be shown a Birkin in a private room.

    


Hermes sales associates are tasked with choosing customers that are qualified to buy Birkins, according to the lawsuit. 


"These sales associates are directed by Defendants to only offer Birkin handbags to consumers who have established a sufficient "purchase history" or "purchase profile" with Defendants or Defendants' ancillary products such as shoes, scarves, belts, jewelry and home goods," the lawsuit states.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While sales associates don't receive a commission for selling Birkins, the lawsuit claims, they're instructed to use the Birkin handbags as a way to coerce customers into buying other products, for which they receive a 3% commission. 
Hermes did not immediately respond to a request for comment early Thursday. 
The lawsuit is seeking class action status for all U.S. residents that, over the past four years, bought or were asked to buy ancillary products in order to purchase a Birkin.
The plaintiffs are seeking an unspecified amount in monetary damages and a court order barring the selling tactics it claims Hermes employs.
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    [image: This image provided by the US Attorney for the District of Montana from a court document shows golden eagle feet that law enforcement officers recovered from the vehicle of a Washington state man charged with federal wildlife trafficking violations. The defendant is scheduled to plead guilty on March 20, 2024 in Missoula, Mont. in what prosecutors say was an illegal scheme to shoot eagles and sell their parts on the black market. (Courtesy of the US Attorney for the District of Montana via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by the US Attorney for the District of Montana from a court document shows eagle feathers from birds that a Washington state man is accused of shooting to sell their parts on the black market. The defendant is scheduled to plead guilty to federal wildlife trafficking charges on Wednesday, March 20, in Missoula, Mont. (Courtesy of the US Attorney for the District of Montana via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A young golden eagle is released above Rogers Pass by a wildlife biologist on Oct. 6, 2005, near Lincoln, Mont. A Washington state man accused of helping kill more than 3,000 birds including eagles on a Montana Indian reservation then illegally selling their parts intends to plead guilty to federal criminal charges. (Michael Gallacher/The Missoulian via AP, File)]
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[image: Non-eagle bird carcasses and bird feathers are stored at the Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository in Phoenix, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Citizens of federally recognized Native American tribes who are 18 and older can request items from the repository for religious and ceremonial purposes. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: The Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository in Phoenix is seen on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Citizens of federally recognized Native American tribes who are 18 and older can request items from the repository for religious and ceremonial purposes. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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        Man pleads guilty in eagle 'killing spree' on reservation to sell feathers on black market

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by the US Attorney for the District of Montana from a court document shows golden eagle feet that law enforcement officers recovered from the vehicle of a Washington state man charged with federal wildlife trafficking violations. The defendant is scheduled to plead guilty on March 20, 2024 in Missoula, Mont. in what prosecutors say was an illegal scheme to shoot eagles and sell their parts on the black market. (Courtesy of the US Attorney for the District of Montana via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by the US Attorney for the District of Montana from a court document shows eagle feathers from birds that a Washington state man is accused of shooting to sell their parts on the black market. The defendant is scheduled to plead guilty to federal wildlife trafficking charges on Wednesday, March 20, in Missoula, Mont. (Courtesy of the US Attorney for the District of Montana via AP)]
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This image provided by the US Attorney for the District of Montana from a court document shows eagle feathers from birds that a Washington state man is accused of shooting to sell their parts on the black market. The defendant is scheduled to plead guilty to federal wildlife trafficking charges on Wednesday, March 20, in Missoula, Mont. (Courtesy of the US Attorney for the District of Montana via AP)
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[image: FILE - A young golden eagle is released above Rogers Pass by a wildlife biologist on Oct. 6, 2005, near Lincoln, Mont. A Washington state man accused of helping kill more than 3,000 birds including eagles on a Montana Indian reservation then illegally selling their parts intends to plead guilty to federal criminal charges. (Michael Gallacher/The Missoulian via AP, File)]
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[image: Non-eagle bird carcasses and bird feathers are stored at the Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository in Phoenix, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Citizens of federally recognized Native American tribes who are 18 and older can request items from the repository for religious and ceremonial purposes. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: Non-eagle bird carcasses and bird feathers are stored at the Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository in Phoenix, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Citizens of federally recognized Native American tribes who are 18 and older can request items from the repository for religious and ceremonial purposes. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: The Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository in Phoenix is seen on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Citizens of federally recognized Native American tribes who are 18 and older can request items from the repository for religious and ceremonial purposes. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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                                        MISSOULA, Mont. (AP) -- A Washington state man accused of helping kill thousands of birds pleaded guilty in federal court on Wednesday to shooting eagles on an American Indian reservation in Montana and selling their feathers and body parts on the black market.
Travis John Branson pleaded guilty to conspiracy, wildlife trafficking and two counts of trafficking federally protected bald and golden eagles, under a plea deal reached last month with government attorneys.
The prosecution over eagles killed on the Flathead Indian Reservation underscores the persistence of a thriving illegal trade in eagle feathers despite a law enforcement crackdown in the 2010s that netted dozens of criminal indictments across the U.S. West and Midwest. Feathers and other parts of eagles are widely used by Native Americans in ceremonies and during powwows. 

    


Court documents quote Branson saying in a January 2021 text that he was going on a "killing spree" to obtain eagle tails. Branson and a second defendant, Simon Paul, killed approximately 3,600 birds, including eagles on the Flathead reservation and elsewhere, according to a December indictment. 




Federal authorities have not disclosed how most of those birds were killed, nor where else the killings happened, and the issue was not discussed during Wednesday's hearing.
Branson, of Cusick, Washington, sold an unidentified purchaser two sets of golden eagle tail feathers -- highly prized among many Native American tribes -- for $650 in March 2021, according to prosecutors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Less than two weeks later, law enforcement stopped him on the reservation and found in his vehicle the feet and feathers of a golden eagle he had shot near Polson, Montana, which is on the reservation according to court filings that included a photo of the bird's severed feet with their massive talons. The bird's carcass had been "cleaned" by the second defendant, Paul, and was found in a nearby field, prosecutors wrote. 

    


Multiple phones seized by authorities during the stop yielded photos and text messages that described "the shooting, killing and ultimate selling of bald and golden eagles throughout the United States," prosecutors said.
Branson acknowledged in response to questions from Magistrate Judge Kathleen DeSoto that he "conspired to take and sell migratory birds," which is illegal under federal law. He also said he he grew up with his co-defendant and was originally from the Polson area. 
DeSoto scheduled sentencing for July 31 before U.S. District Judge Dana Christensen. 
Branson was not taken into custody pending his sentencing and he made no public comments after the hearing. His attorney, Assistant Federal Defender Andrew Nelson, declined comment.
The plea deal also calls for Branson to pay restitution for damages. An amount has not been set but tribal officials hope some of that money comes to the Flathead reservation, home to the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.
"My hope is that we can see some of those monies because our resources were damaged," said Rich Janssen, Natural Resources Department Head for the tribes. "And frankly, it was our wardens that did a lot of the legwork that brought this case forward to the federal agencies that finally got the prosecution."

    


Paul, of St. Ignatius, Montana, remains at large. A federal judge issued an arrest warrant for Paul in December when he did not show up for an initial court hearing.
The indictment described Branson and Paul trafficking golden and bald eagles or their parts on at least 11 occasions between December 2020 and the stop of Branson by law enforcement on March 13, 2021. 
Court filings suggest the illegal activity went on much longer. They outline a conspiracy that began in 2015 and involved other people who killed eagles on the Flathead Reservation but have not been publicly identified.
In a 2016 text message quoted by prosecutors, Branson appeared to acknowledge that shipping eagles internationally was illegal, adding, "I just get em for 99 cents...price of a bullet."
In another text exchange, Branson was negotiating an eagle feather sale when he allegedly wrote, "I don't get em for free though....out hear (sic) committing felonies," according to the court filings.

    


He faces up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine at sentencing on the most serious charge, conspiracy. Under the plea deal, lawyers for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Montana said they would seek to dismiss additional trafficking charges and would recommend a sentencing guideline reduction that could lessen the severity of Branson's punishment.
The criminal case comes almost a decade after the launch of a multi-state U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service trafficking investigation -- dubbed "Operation Dakota Flyer" -- that led to charges against 35 defendants and the recovery of more than 150 eagles, 100 hawks and owls and 20 species of other protected birds seized or bought by authorities in undercover purchases, according to federal officials.

    


Federally recognized tribes can apply for permits with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to take a bald or golden eagle for religious purposes, and enrolled tribal members can apply for feathers and other bird parts from the National Eagle Repository in Colorado and non-government repositories in Oklahoma and Phoenix. There's a yearslong backlog of requests at the National Repository and researchers say the high demand is fueling the black market for eagle parts.
___
Brown reported from Billings, Mont.
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Mega Millions jackpot reaches $977 million after no one wins Tuesday's drawing

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Dot Skoko, owner of Dot's Dollar More or Less shop in Mt. Lebanon, Pa., hands a customer a Mega Millions lottery ticket, Thursday, Jan. 5, 2022. The Mega Millions jackpot has reached an astounding $977 million for Friday night's drawing after no tickets matched all six numbers drawn on Tuesday night. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        The Mega Millions jackpot has reached $977 million for Friday night's drawing after no tickets matched all six numbers drawn on Tuesday night.
The winning numbers drawn on Tuesday were 24, 46, 49, 62, 66 and the gold Mega Ball was 7. The estimated jackpot was $893 million with a cash prize of $421.4 million. The cash prize for Friday's drawing is $461 million.
Four people won $1 million each in California, Texas, Virginia and Florida.
It's just the sixth time in the game's nearly 22-year history that the jackpot has reached this level; only five jackpots exceeding $1 billion have been higher.

    
        
    
Mega Millions is the only lottery game that has awarded five jackpots exceeding $1 billion, all in different states. South Carolina was the first in 2018, followed by Michigan in 2021, Illinois in 2022, Maine in early 2023 and Florida last August.
The odds of winning any lottery jackpot are very slim. Mega Millions players have a 1 in 302.6 million chance of taking home the top prize.
Mega Millions tickets cost $2 and are sold in 45 states, Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mega-millions-drawing-friday-798a3c138c8e5dc0ddbb743c6b1d5345



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Edmunds: Best used spring break adventure vehicles for less than $30K | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Edmunds: Best used spring break adventure vehicles for less than $30K

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Edmunds shows a 2018 Jeep Wrangler. More so than most vehicles, the Wrangler is pretty much synonymous with adventure. Wranglers from 2018 and older are usually priced under $30,000. (Courtesy of Edmunds via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | This photo provided by Edmunds shows a 2018 Jeep Wrangler. More so than most vehicles, the Wrangler is pretty much synonymous with adventure. Wranglers from 2018 and older are usually priced under $30,000. (Courtesy of Edmunds via AP)
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                                        Even with much of the country blanketed by rain and snow, it's not too early to think of the thaw. March and April bring one of the most anticipated parts of the calendar -- spring break -- and with it thoughts of adventure and the open highway. If the idea lifts your spirits but your current car lets you down, consider one of the following upgrades selected by Edmunds' car experts. All offer ample room and capability for bringing friends, playing tunes and navigating new roads. All fare well in Edmunds' rankings and get generally positive consumer reviews. And at around $30,000 or less, none will break the bank.
JEEP WRANGLER
Whether cruising a coastal highway with its removable doors and roof stowed away, or scrambling up a 14,000-foot Rocky Mountain peak, the Jeep Wrangler is synonymous with adventure. Part of that owes to Jeep's legendary four-wheel-drive systems, and another to the Wrangler's rugged simplicity and utility. The modern Wrangler remains frill-free but not primitive. The roomy interior features attractive and durable materials, and the infotainment is easy to navigate. Its brick-like aerodynamics contribute to mediocre fuel economy and a steady roar of wind and road noise, but it's hard not to love driving a Jeep. 

    


Look for: You can find plenty of four-door 2017-2018 Wranglers for $30,000 or less. The 2018 Wrangler is the first year of the latest generation and offers improved comfort and tech compared to 2017 or earlier models. Both are appealing, but the consumer reviews on Edmunds are more favorable to the 2017 Wranglers.




LEXUS GX 460
The GX 460 is a darling of overlanders, enthusiasts who mix off-road adventure with camping. The SUV's stout full-time four-wheel-drive system makes it capable on the trail, but it's still a Lexus with plenty of luxury features: three-row seating, acres of room, leather upholstery, power-adjustable seats, and a sliding, reclining second row. Prices have surged with the GX's newfound popularity, but good examples still exist for less than $30,000. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Look for: Most 2014-2017 GX 460 models hit the sweet spot of price and mileage. Overall, the GX 460 was essentially unchanged during this span. The high mileage of these older GXs may scare you, though parent company Toyota's record for reliability offers some comfort.

    


SUBARU OUTBACK
If you don't need the Wrangler's boulder-dashing brawn but still want trail capability and a smooth highway ride, the Subaru Outback offers a more civilized option. Practical, comfortable and easy to drive, the Outback is more wagon than SUV. And while it won't get you to the deepest reaches of nature like a Wrangler, its ample ground clearance and all-wheel drive make easy work of rutted trails, snowy pavement and remote fire roads. 
Look for: Start your search with the latest Outback generation that debuted in 2020. You can find 2021 or 2022 Outbacks for less than $30,000 too. The Outback's base engine gets impressive fuel economy but is pretty slow. Look for an Outback with the optional turbocharged engine if you want more punch. 

    


HONDA RIDGELINE
The Ridgeline is the truck for people who don't buy trucks. That's because the Ridgeline wraps its versatile truck attributes in a package that handles and rides more like a crossover SUV. It also hides a few trick features absent on most other trucks, such as lockable in-bed storage and a two-way tailgate that can both drop down or swing out. True, the Ridgeline can't tow quite as much as more traditional midsize pickups. But its roomy cabin and decent capability in the dirt make the Ridgeline an excellent adventure chaser. 
Look for: Go for a 2017 or newer Ridgeline. That's the first year of the latest generation that has a longer cargo bed, a nicer cabin and more powerful V6. There are front-wheel-drive Ridgelines but get all-wheel drive for maximum towing capability. 
EDMUNDS SAYS 
It's not too early to start thinking about spring road trips in an affordable adventure mobile. Whether you prefer back roads, open roads or dirt roads, there are great used options waiting to take you there.
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Dan Frio is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: FILE - A woman walks in front of the Bank of England, at the financial district in London, on March 23, 2023. The Bank of England is widely expected to indicate Thursday March 21, 2024 that interest rates could be cut in the coming months following news that inflation across the U.K. is falling faster than expected. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Bank of England kept its main interest rate unchanged at a 16-year high on Thursday and avoided signaling, unlike other central banks, when it might start to cut even though inflation has dropped sharply from multidecade peaks.
The decision to leave the key rate at 5.25% was widely anticipated in financial markets and comes a day after the U.S. Federal Reserve also kept its benchmark rate steady. But unlike the Fed, the Bank of England gave few explicit indications that it was getting ready for a series of interest rate reductions soon.
The Swiss National Bank went the other way by becoming the world's first major central bank to cut rates in the current cycle, with its surprise quarter-point reduction Thursday.
In the U.K., market expectations that lower interest rates were on the horizon got a boost this week with news that inflation fell to a 2.5-year low of 3.4% in February -- more than anticipated -- and is now not far off the Bank of England's target rate of 2%.

    


Bank Gov. Andrew Bailey said there have been "further encouraging signs" that inflation is coming down but that more evidence was needed "to be sure" that inflation will fall to his goal and stay there.




"We're not yet at the point where we can cut interest rates, but things are moving in the right direction," he said.
The bank's rate-setting Monetary Policy Committee acknowledged that inflation has been trending lower and could fall below the 2% target in the second quarter of the year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One rate-setter voted for a quarter-point reduction, while the others backed no change, including two who had voted for a hike last month. That change shows the bank is slanting toward easing the costs to borrow to buy homes or cars or invest in businesses.
"With wage growth still elevated and underlying inflation pressures likely to pull inflation higher again in the second half of the year, we think we are still a few months away from the first rate cut," said Luke Bartholomew, senior economist at asset management firm abrdn. "However, once cuts start, ongoing economic weakness could see rates fall quite materially over the next few years."

    


Central banks around the world raised interest rates aggressively in late 2021 from near zero to counter price rises first stoked by supply chain issues during the coronavirus pandemic and then by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up food and energy costs. 
The U.K. saw inflation rise by more than other developed economies, with many analysts blaming the Bank of England for being too slow in starting to raise rates.
Higher interest rates -- which cool the economy by making it more expensive to borrow, thereby bearing down on spending -- have contributed to easing inflation worldwide, though they also have affected economic activity. 
The British economy has barely expanded over the past year, unlike the U.S., and growth this year is expected to be fairly muted.
Carsten Jung, senior economist at the Institute for Public Policy Research, said the bank needs to cut interest rates soon because inflation is falling faster than expected.

    


Jung said the bank "tightened the screws too much, which is squeezing much needed future growth."
Britain's governing Conservative Party hopes that lower inflation and the ensuing decline in interest rates may trigger a feel-good factor ahead of a general election that has to take place by January 2025. 
Opinion polls show the main opposition Labour Party way ahead and on track for a big victory over the Conservatives, who have been in power since 2010. 
Most speculation is that Prime Minister Rishi Sunak will call an election in the fall, when the economic backdrop is likely to be more benign than it is now.
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                                        Candy treats that use roller balls to let kids eat sweet liquid have been linked to choking, including at least one death, and should not be used, a federal safety agency warned Thursday. 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission said the candy's rolling ball can dislodge and become trapped in a child's throat. 
The agency has issued recall announcements for multiple products, including Cocco Candy Rolling Candy, which was linked to the death of a 7-year-old girl, and Happiness USA Roller Ball Candy, which was tied to the choking and hospitalization of a 7-year-old boy, both last year. Seventy million units of Slime Licker Sour Rolling Liquid Candy were recalled in October. 
"CPSC urges consumers not to purchase or sell any candy of this type. Consumers should stop using and dispose of these products," the agency said in a statement. 
Reports of incidents related to this candy can be posted on www.SaferProducts.gov. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Tricia McLean, the chief financial officer for the Seattle Storm, has died following a medical emergency, the WNBA team said Thursday. She was 61.
McLean died Monday, the team said. She was hired as the vice president of finance and human resources shortly after the Force 10 Hoops ownership group purchased the Storm to keep the team in Seattle, then was elevated to CFO in 2014.
"We are shocked by her unexpected passing, and profoundly aware of how important Tricia was to our Storm organization and the city's sports community," said Ginny Gilder, co-owner of the Storm. "She served as a member of our leadership team, but additionally Tricia was a dear partner and friend."
McLean was there for three of the team's four titles (2010, 2018, 2022). She guided the Storm through their most successful financial years in franchise history, while overseeing the team's temporary relocation due to arena renovations, the 2020 season that was played in a bubble and the move back to Climate Pledge Arena in 2022.
She was also involved in the building of the team's new practice facility, which is set to open this year.
McLean is survived by her husband Chuck and three children, Chelsea, Charlie and Julianne.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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    [image: FILE - Germany's national player Lukas Podolski leaves the pitch with the World Cup trophy in his hand, wearing Adidas after winning the World Cup final soccer match in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sunday, July 13, 2014. The German Football Association DFB announced today, that Nike will replace Adidas as the new supplier of the national teams from 2027. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German soccer and Adidas are breaking up.
American sportswear giant Nike will supply all of Germany's national teams with its apparel and equipment from 2027, the German soccer federation (DFB) announced Thursday.
The new deal extends to 2034 and ends Germany's long-standing association with Adidas, which goes back some 70 years.
"We're looking forward to working with Nike and the trust they've placed in us," federation president Bernd Neuendorf said in a statement. "The future partnership will enable the DFB to continue to carry out key tasks in the coming decade with regard to the comprehensive development of soccer in Germany. But one thing is also clear -- until December 2026, we will do everything we can to achieve shared success with our long-standing and current partner Adidas, to whom German soccer has owed a lot for more than seven decades."

    


German teams wore Adidas gear for all four of the men's World Cup titles, their three European titles, and the women's two World Cup and eight European titles.
Adi Dassler, the founder of the German sportswear brand, sat on the bench beside West Germany coach Sepp Herberger when the German team won the World Cup for the first time in 1954, wearing his company's screw-in stud boots.




Dassler did not invent the boots with changeable studs, as many believe. They were invented some years before by German shoemaker Alexander Salot, who registered his invention with the German patent office on Aug. 30, 1949.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But they certainly helped the Germans beat Hungary in the 1954 World Cup final. Dassler's company has been supplying German soccer with its gear ever since, and only last week it presented the new jerseys for the upcoming European Championship, which Germany is hosting this summer.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/germany-nike-adidas-gear-48140a6b97e2ca66cc72217f9921310c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Big Mac attack: McDonald's to become the Grand Fromage in French football | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Big Mac attack: McDonald's to become the Grand Fromage in French football

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A French and a European flags are reflected in the shop window of a McDonald's restaurant in Lille, northern France, Thursday, June 16, 2022 . McDonald's will become the title sponsor of the French soccer league from July for the next three seasons, the league said on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A French and a European flags are reflected in the shop window of a McDonald's restaurant in Lille, northern France, Thursday, June 16, 2022 . McDonald's will become the title sponsor of the French soccer league from July for the next three seasons, the league said on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: PSG's Kylian Mbappe, right, and Reims' Amir Richardson fight for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | PSG's Kylian Mbappe, right, and Reims' Amir Richardson fight for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Big Mac attack: McDonald's to become the Grand Fromage in French football

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A French and a European flags are reflected in the shop window of a McDonald's restaurant in Lille, northern France, Thursday, June 16, 2022 . McDonald's will become the title sponsor of the French soccer league from July for the next three seasons, the league said on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A French and a European flags are reflected in the shop window of a McDonald's restaurant in Lille, northern France, Thursday, June 16, 2022 . McDonald's will become the title sponsor of the French soccer league from July for the next three seasons, the league said on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - A French and a European flags are reflected in the shop window of a McDonald's restaurant in Lille, northern France, Thursday, June 16, 2022 . McDonald's will become the title sponsor of the French soccer league from July for the next three seasons, the league said on Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: PSG's Kylian Mbappe, right, and Reims' Amir Richardson fight for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | PSG's Kylian Mbappe, right, and Reims' Amir Richardson fight for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
PSG's Kylian Mbappe, right, and Reims' Amir Richardson fight for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By SAMUEL PETREQUIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The creme de la creme of French soccer will become sponsored by fast-food big cheese.
McDonald's signed on to be the title sponsor of the French top-flight from July for the next three seasons.
"This partnership marks the coming together of two major institutions that are deeply rooted in the daily lives and collective imagination of the French people," the league said on Thursday.
McDonald's will be succeeding Uber Eats as the title sponsor of Ligue 1. Financial details of the deal were not disclosed.
According to L'Equipe newspaper, which did not specify its sources, McDonald's will pay 30 million euros per season ($33 million). The sports outlet said the food delivery service Uber Eats pays about 16 million euros ($17.5 million) per season.
"At a time when interest in Ligue 1 has never been as strong, with record crowds in the stadiums in particular, welcoming an international brand like McDonald's to the home of French professional football sends out a very strong signal about the appeal of Ligue 1," French league president Vincent Labrune said.

    


The new sponsorship is a welcomed boost for the league, which is expected to financially suffer from the departure of its biggest star -- Kylian Mbappe -- at the end of the season. The Paris Saint-Germain forward has announced he will leave PSG, with Real Madrid in pole position to recruit him.




The French league is in negotiations for the sale of television rights for 2024-29 and Mbappe's moving away is likely to have negative consequences on the outcome of the financial talks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Contrary to popular belief, McDonald's is a people's favorite in a nation whose gastronomic meals and table rituals have been inscribed in UNESCO's cultural heritage.
The American fast-food chain, which started in France in 1979, has more than 1,500 restaurants across the country. It says 78,000 people work for the company in France.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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[image: FILE - Shake Shack restaurant is seen in Plymouth Meeting, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021. Shake Shack named current CEO of Papa John's pizza chain, Rob Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Shake Shack restaurant is seen in Plymouth Meeting, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021. Shake Shack named current CEO of Papa John's pizza chain, Rob Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Shake Shack names Papa John's CEO as its new leader in CEO shakeup

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Papa John's President & CEO Rob Lynch is photographed at the Nasdaq MarketSite, in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. Shake Shack named Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Papa John's President & CEO Rob Lynch is photographed at the Nasdaq MarketSite, in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. Shake Shack named Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - Papa John's President & CEO Rob Lynch is photographed at the Nasdaq MarketSite, in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. Shake Shack named Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Shake Shack restaurant is seen in Plymouth Meeting, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021. Shake Shack named current CEO of Papa John's pizza chain, Rob Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Shake Shack restaurant is seen in Plymouth Meeting, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021. Shake Shack named current CEO of Papa John's pizza chain, Rob Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Shake Shack restaurant is seen in Plymouth Meeting, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021. Shake Shack named current CEO of Papa John's pizza chain, Rob Lynch the new CEO on Thursday, March 21, 2024, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DEE-ANN DURBIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Shake Shack named a new CEO on Thursday, the first outsider to lead the company in its 20-year history.
Rob Lynch, the current president and CEO of the Papa John's pizza chain, will join Shake Shack's board and become its CEO on May 20.
Lynch succeeds Randy Garutti, who started what would become Shake Shack from a hot dog cart in New York's Madison Square Park in 2001. At the time, Garutti was the director of operations for restauranteur Danny Meyer, the founder of Union Square Hospitality Group and the chairman and founder of Shake Shack.
Shake Shack was founded in 2004 and held an IPO in 2015. Garutti will remain with the company through the end of this year to ensure a smooth transition.
Meyer said Thursday that Lynch is an ideal candidate to lead Shake Shack as it embarks on a period of global growth. Shake Shack ended last year with 518 stores worldwide, including 184 outside the U.S. The company has said it plans to open 80 more stores this year. Papa John's has 5,900 stores worldwide, including 2,473 outside the U.S.
Lynch became president and CEO of Papa John's in 2019. Previously, he was president of Arby's, where he also served as chief marketing officer. He has also held senior roles at Taco Bell, Heinz Co. and Procter & Gamble.
Shake Shack shares fell 2% in morning trading. Papa John's shares were down 6%.
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[image: This shows the first stage, left, and the second stage, right, in final preparations for an upcoming H3 rocket flight later this year, inside the Mitsubishi Heavy Industries' Nagoya Aerospace Systems Works Tobishima Plant in Tobishima, Aichi prefecture Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Mari Yamaguchi)]
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                                        TOBISHIMA, Japan (AP) -- Japan's space agency and its prime contractor said Thursday they hope to be able to forge a profitable launch business with their new H3 rocket after its first successful flight last month in an increasingly competitive market dominated by Space X.
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries have been developing the H3 as a successor to the soon-to-retire current mainstay H-2A, which enjoyed a 98% success rate but its high launch cost made it less competitive in the global market. 
Mayuki Niitsu, MHI's H3 rocket project manager, said it plans at least six launches a year to meet rapidly growing demand for communication, observation and security satellites. 
"Today, the commercial market has a big demand for rockets, and there is a substantial shortage of rockets," he said, standing next the rocket's second stage at a news conference. "Space X is virtually dominating the market right now, but I believe there are high expectations of our role as an alternative."

    


An H3 rocket successfully reached orbit and released two small observation satellites on Feb. 17 following a failed debut launch last year in which the second-stage engine did not ignite.




Mitsubishi Heavy will eventually take over H3 production and launches from JAXA and hopes to make it commercially viable. 
The H3 rocket's first and second stages were shown to the media before their planned shipment later this week to the Tanegashima Space Center in southwestern Japan for final assembly with the main engines and a fairing. When combined, the rocket will be 57 meters (187 feet) long.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The H3 is designed to carry larger payloads than the H-2A at about half its launch cost, or about 50 billion yen ($330 million), to be globally competitive.
That, however, is still considered expensive, and MHI officials say they hope to achieve better price competitiveness after about a dozen launches. 

    


Niitsu said there are other ways to be competitive, for example by providing flexible launch schedules and being better at meeting clients' needs.
In January, a H-2A rocket successfully placed a spy satellite into orbit, and days later JAXA's unmanned spacecraft SLIM made the world's first "pinpoint" moon landing.
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    [image: People carry goods in Eminonu trade neighbourhood in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. Turkey's central bank raised its key interest rate by 5 percentage points on Thursday, resuming a policy of rate hikes aimed at combating soaring inflation that is causing households severe economic pain. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)]
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[image: People buy goods and food at a street market in Istanbul, Turkey, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Turkey's central bank raised its key interest rate by 5 percentage points on Thursday, resuming a policy of rate hikes aimed at combating soaring inflation that is causing households severe economic pain. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A man bakes bread in a popular bakery shop in Istanbul, Turkey, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Turkey's central bank raised its key interest rate by 5 percentage points on Thursday, resuming a policy of rate hikes aimed at combating soaring inflation that is causing households severe economic pain. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A food seller attends a client at a street market in Istanbul, Turkey, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Turkey's central bank raised its key interest rate by 5 percentage points on Thursday, resuming a policy of rate hikes aimed at combating soaring inflation that is causing households severe economic pain. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkey's central bank raised its key interest rate by 5 percentage points on Thursday, resuming a policy of rate hikes aimed at combating soaring inflation that is causing households severe economic pain.
In a surprise decision, the central bank said it was raising the benchmark one-week repo rate to 50%. The bank had been widely expected to keep the benchmark rate steady for a second month, ahead of mayoral elections on March 31.
The bank said it had decided to raise the benchmark rate "in response to the deterioration in the inflation outlook."
"Tight monetary stance will be maintained until a significant and sustained decline in the underlying trend of monthly inflation is observed," the bank said.
Annual consumer price inflation rose to 67% in February, coming in above expectations. Surging prices have left many families struggling to afford food, rent and utilities.

    


President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is a long-time proponent of an unorthodox economic policy of slashing interest to tame inflation -- a theory that runs contrary to conventional economic thinking. A series of rate cuts by the central bank spurred double-digit inflation and a currency crisis until Erdogan reversed course following his re-election in May and appointed a new economic team.




Under the new team, the central bank had raised the benchmark interest rate from 8.5% in June to 45% in January before pausing the rate hikes last month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Although the end of the tightening cycle was declared in January, the Turkish central bank was forced to lift the one-week repo rate from 45% to 50% despite local elections looming," Bartosz Sawicki, a market analyst at Conotoxia, wrote in an emailed note.
Sawicki said the rate hikes since the May 2023 presidential elections "were not enough to quickly fix imbalances cultivated by years of irresponsible, unorthodox policies."
The Turkish currency, which has lost some 40% of its value against the dollar in the past year, recovered some ground following Thursday's decision.
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Kenyan doctors stopped providing emergency services at public hospitals on Thursday, as they escalated a national strike that entered its second week.
Thousands of doctors have stayed away from hospitals since last Thursday over poor pay and working conditions, despite a court order calling for talks between the doctors and the Health Ministry.
Kenya Medical Practitioners Pharmacists and Dentists Union Secretary-General Dr. Davji Bhimji said the doctors escalated the strike and stopped providing bare minimum services because the government had shown no efforts to resolve the labor dispute.
"In the morning, we managed to close the emergency services that were being offered at the Kenyatta national referral hospital," he told journalists on Wednesday.
Health Minister Susan Nakhumicha on Wednesday told local television station KTN that she had instructed two top referral hospitals to recruit doctors to replace those taking part in the national strike.

    


"We will not allow a crisis to happen... We cannot afford to have a gap," she said, adding that doctors were offered temporary replacements starting Wednesday night.




An Associated Press journalist confirmed on Thursday morning that emergency services at the Kenyatta national referral hospital in the capital, Nairobi, had resumed.
The ministry is due on Thursday to issue letters to 1,000 medical interns who will be posted in various hospitals across the country.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The striking doctors accuse the government of failing to implement a raft of promises, including a collective bargaining agreement signed in 2017 after a 100-day strike that saw people die from lack of care.
A meeting between the union, ministry officials and State House officials is also due to be held on Thursday aimed at resolving the stand-off, which has left thousands of Kenyans without much-needed public health services.
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The Swiss National Bank said Thursday that it is trimming its key interest rate, a surprise move that makes Switzerland the first major financial center to announce a cut in recent months.
Thomas Jordan, the outgoing SNB chairman, credited the central bank's push to rein in inflation in the wealthy Alpine country. The cut of a quarter of a percentage point, to 1.5%, will apply as of Friday.
"The easing of our monetary policy has been made possible because the fight against inflation over the past two and a half years has been effective," he told reporters. 
"For some months now, inflation has been back below 2%, and thus in the range we equate with price stability," Jordan added. "According to our new forecast, inflation is also likely to remain in this range over the next few years."
The move, which Swiss media said caught some by surprise, had an almost immediate effect on the Swiss franc, which dropped in value against the euro. The franc was trading at 1.02 euros Thursday, down from 1.03 euros a day earlier. In January, the Swiss currency was at all-time highs against the European currency -- above 1.07 euros.

    


Jordan said the Swiss central bank also was taking into account the appreciation of the franc in real terms over the past year and noted how the rate cut "supports economic activity."




It came a day after U.S. Federal Reserve officials signaled that they expect to cut their key interest rate three times this year, fueling a rally on Wall Street, even though they kept their benchmark rate unchanged for now -- a fifth straight time.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Similarly, the Bank of England is expected to show Thursday that it is inching toward cutting borrowing costs as price rises ease while holding its main interest rate steady at a 16-year high. 
"The Swiss National Bank is the first major central bank in the developed world to cut rates in this cycle," analysts for ING bank said. They noted that the bank "is known for its sometimes unexpected decisions."
The ING analysts said they expected to see additional rate cuts in June and September.
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Taps have run dry across South Africa's largest city in an unprecedented water crisis

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of South Africans have been lining up for water as the country's largest city, Johannesburg, confronts an unprecedented collapse of its water system affecting millions of people.
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    [image: Residents of the township of Soweto, South Africa, queue for water Saturday, March 16, 2024. Thousands of South Africans are lining up for water as the country's largest city, Johannesburg, confronts an unprecedented collapse of its water system affecting millions of people. Residents rich and poor have never seen a shortage of this severity. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- For two weeks, Tsholofelo Moloi has been among thousands of South Africans lining up for water as the country's largest city, Johannesburg, confronts an unprecedented collapse of its water system affecting millions of people.
Residents rich and poor have never seen a shortage of this severity. While hot weather has shrunk reservoirs, crumbling infrastructure after decades of neglect is also largely to blame. The public's frustration is a danger sign for the ruling African National Congress, whose comfortable hold on power since the end of apartheid in the 1990s faces its most serious challenge in an election this year.
A country already famous for its hourslong electricity shortages is now adopting a term called "watershedding" -- the practice of going without water, from the term loadshedding, or the practice of going without power.

    


Moloi, a resident of Soweto on the outskirts of Johannesburg, isn't sure she or her neighbors can take much more.
They and others across South Africa's economic hub of about 6 million people line up day after day for the arrival of municipal tanker trucks delivering water. Before the trucks finally arrived the day before, a desperate Moloi had to request water from a nearby restaurant.
There was no other alternative. A five-liter (1.3-gallon) bottle of water sells for 25 rand ($1.30), an expensive exercise for most people in a country where over 32% of the population is unemployed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are really struggling," Moloi said. "We need to cook, and children must also attend school. We need water to wash their clothes. It's very stressful."
Residents of Johannesburg and surrounding areas are long used to seeing water shortages -- just not across the whole region at once.
Over the weekend, water management authorities with Gauteng province, which includes Johannesburg and the capital, Pretoria, told officials from both cities that the failure to reduce water consumption could result in a total collapse of the water system. That means reservoirs would drop below 10% capacity and would need to be shut down for replenishment.

    







That could mean weeks without water from taps -- at a time when the hot weather is keeping demand for water high. The arrival of chilly winter in the Southern Hemisphere is still weeks away.
No drought has been officially declared, but officials are pleading with residents to conserve what water they can find. World Water Day on Friday is another reminder of the wider need to conserve.
Outraged activists and residents call this a crisis years in the making. They blame officials' poor management and the failure to maintain aging water infrastructure. Much of it dates to the years just after the end of apartheid, when basic services were expanded to the country's Black population in an era of optimism.
The ANC long rode on that enthusiasm, but now many South Africans are asking what happened. In Johannesburg, run by a coalition of political parties, anger is against authorities in general as people wonder how maintenance of some of the country's most important economic engines went astray.

    


A report published last year by the national department of water and sanitation is damning. Its monitoring of water usage by municipalities found that 40% of Johannesburg's water is wasted through leaks, which includes burst pipes.
In recent days, even residents of Johannesburg's more affluent and swimming pool-dotted suburbs have found themselves relying on the arrival of municipal water tankers, which came as a shock to some.
Residents in one neighborhood, Blairgowrie, came out to protest after lacking water for nearly two weeks.
A local councilor in Soweto, Lefa Molise, told The Associated Press he was not optimistic that the water shortage would be resolved soon.
Water cuts have become so frequent that he urges residents to reserve any supply they can find, especially when he said authorities give little or no warning about upcoming shortages.
The water tankers are not enough to keep residents supplied, he added.

    


An older resident, Thabisile Mchunu, said her taps have been dry since last week. She now hauls what water she can find in 20-liter buckets.
"The sad thing is that we don't know when our taps are going to be wet again," she said.
Rand Water, the government entity that supplies water to more than a dozen municipalities in Gauteng province, this week pleaded with residents to reduce their consumption. The interlinked reservoirs supplying its system are now at 30% capacity, and high demand on any of them affects them all.

    


Even South Africa's notoriously troubled electricity system has played a role in the water problem, at least in part.
On Tuesday, Johannesburg Mayor Kabelo Gwamanda said a power station that supplies electricity to one of the city's major water pumping stations had been struck by lighting, causing the station to fail.
___
Associated Press senior producer Nqobile Ntshangase in Johannesburg contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- The Czech power company CEZ said Thursday its 2023 net profit reached 29.6 billion Czech crowns ($1.27 billion), down more than 63% from the previous year, which saw record profits.
The country's main electricity producer attributed the decline to a windfall tax on profits introduced as prices for energy soared.
"Despite the extraordinary levy on excess revenues from generation, in 2023 we achieved the highest profit in the last 10 years, with the exception of the extraordinary year 2022," CEZ chief executive said Daniel Benes said.
Still, CEZ said the profit exceeded its initial goal due to additional gains from commodity trading and reliable nuclear power plant production.
In 2022, the company's profit soared on an enormous rise in prices caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, higher profits from commodity trading on foreign markets and high operational reliability in its power plants.
That resulted in record dividends of 145 Czech crowns per share.
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    [image: FILE - Cars for export are loaded onto a cargo ship at a port in Yokohama, on Nov. 2, 2021. Japan's exports rose 7.8% in February, 2024, as shipments continued to expand in cars and electrical machinery, according to government data released Thursday, March 21, 2024.(AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's exports rose 7.8% in February from a year earlier on strong shipments of cars and electrical machinery, the government said Thursday. 
Exports in February totaled 8.2 trillion yen ($55 billion), marking the third straight month of growth, according to preliminary customs data. 
The report showed the trade deficit sank by more than half on-year to 379 billion yen ($2.5 billion), marking the second straight month of a deficit.
Exports to China rose just 2.5% and those to all of Asia edged 2.3% higher on-year, suggesting that demand has moderated. Exports to the United States rose 18% and exports to the EU were up almost 16%. 
The picture for imports was mixed, with China supplying 1.7 trillion yen ($236 billion), a nearly 17% annual increase that more than doubled Japan's deficit with its giant neighbor. 
In all, imports edged up 0.5%, totaling nearly 9 trillion yen ($60 billion), as prices for key commodities such as coal and liquefied natural gas fell. 

    


The strength in exports come as good news, coming a day after the Bank of Japan raised its key interest rate for the first time in 17 years, no longer setting it at below zero. The central bank has promised to still keep lending easy as it gauges various signs for how growth holds up. 




One positive recently is a solid rebound in tourism, which counts statistically as exports, with recent data showing that visitor numbers have exceeded those before the COVID-19 pandemic. Japan restricted entry into the country during the pandemic.
Exports have remained relatively strong even as Japan's economy has slowed, hitting a record high of just over 100 trillion yen ($670 billion) in 2023. B 
Japan is now the world's fourth largest economy, behind Germany. 
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Chevron has agreed to pay more than $13 million in fines for dozens of past oil spills in California.
The California-based energy giant agreed to pay a $5.6 million fine associated with a 2019 oil spill in Kern County. The company has already paid to clean up that spill. This money will instead go toward the state Department of Conservation's work of plugging old and orphaned wells.
The department said it was the largest fine ever assessed in its history.
"This agreement is a significant demonstration of California's commitment to transition away from fossil fuels while holding oil companies accountable when they don't comply with the state's regulations and environmental protections," department Director David Shabazian said in a news release.
The 2019 oil spill dumped at least 800,000 gallons (3 million litres) of oil and water into a canyon in Kern County, the home of the state's oil industry. 

    


Also, Chevron agreed to pay a $7.5 million fine for more than 70 smaller spills between 2018 and 2023. These accounted for more than 446,000 gallons (1.6 million litres) of oil spilled and more than 1.48 million gallons (5.6 million litres) of water that killed or injured at least 63 animals and impacted at least 6 acres (2.4 hectares) of salt brush and grassland habitat, according to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife's Office of Spill Prevention and Response.




The Department of Fish and Wildlife said it was the largest administrative fine in its history. Most of the money will go to projects to acquire and preserve habitat. A portion of the money will also go to the Oiled Wildlife Care Network at the University of California, Davis School of Veterinary Medicine and to help respond to future oil spills.
"This settlement is a testament to our firm stance that we will hold businesses strictly liable for oil spills that enter our waterways and pollute our environment," Department of Fish and Wildlife Director Chuck Bonham said.
Chevron did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- The brother of the Little Rock airport executive shot by federal agents serving a search warrant said he fears his brother may not survive.
Bryan Malinowski, 53, was injured in a shootout Tuesday with agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives at his west Little Rock home.
His older brother, Matthew Malinowski, told NBC News that the family was not sure if the Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport executive director was "going to make it in the next 24 hours" while confirming his brother was shot in the head during the exchange of gunfire.
ATF officials said agents were serving a search warrant at Bryan Malinowski's home just after 6 a.m. The agents said he fired at them from inside the home, at which point they returned fire. One ATF agent suffered a non-life-threatening injury and was hospitalized.

    


Matthew Malinowski questioned why agents came to his brother's home so early instead of approaching him at work. He contends the agents "broke down his door" leaving his brother no choice but to "defend himself."
"There's something fishy here. The ATF went after him in the worst possible way," he said. "There's no reason why they couldn't have arrested him at work at the airport."




Malinowski also said it seemed odd that his brother could be entangled with the law, noting that he was well connected in Arkansas, had an annual salary of more than $250,000, lived in a nice suburb and had collections of guns and coins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When someone makes that much money, there's no incentive to do anything wrong," the brother said. "He has so much to lose."
Meanwhile, Matthew Malinowski said doctors are keeping his brother on life support and not performing surgery because they don't think he would survive.
"We don't know how much longer he has to live," he said.
With the family still wondering what sparked the shooting and federal investigators still not releasing any details, Matthew Malinowski feels the case against his brother doesn't add up.
"Something stinks to high hell," he said.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea is poised to start suspending the licenses of thousands of striking junior doctors as a punitive measure against their weekslong walkouts that have shaken hospital operations.
Starting next week, the government said it will inform the striking medical interns and residents of its final decision to suspend their licenses for missing a government-imposed Feb. 29 deadline to return to work.
It's still unclear whether the move will prompt the doctors to end their strikes, and the standoff could still deepen as some senior doctors plan to submit resignations on Monday in a show of solidarity with the junior strikers.
Here are the latest developments on the strikes touched off by the government's announcement in early February that it would recruit 2,000 more medical students yearly.
WHY ARE THEIR LICENSES BEING SUSPENDED?
Since early March, the South Korean government has been taking a series of administrative steps to suspend the licenses of about 12,000 junior doctors. The steps include informing the strikers about possible suspensions and giving them opportunities to respond.

    


Vice Health Minister Park Min-soo said Tuesday the government is expected to finish those administrative steps for some of the strikers next week and that it will send them final government notices about their impending license suspensions. 




Each notice would contain details including when a license suspension will take effect and how long it will last. By law, they must be delivered in person or by mail. But for those whose addresses are unknown, the suspensions would take effect after related information is posted on the government website, according to the Health Ministry.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Health officials have said each striking doctor could face a minimum three-month license suspension and possible indictment by prosecutors. The country's medical law allows punishments of medical personnel if they refuse government orders to resume work. 

    


Park repeated his appeal for doctors to report back to work, suggesting those who return would face unspecified softer punishments. He previously warned that junior doctors with suspension records could face delays in getting licenses for specialists or trouble in finding jobs.
WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR WALKOUTS?
Despite the suspensions, striking doctors won't likely back down anytime soon as they have already ignored repeated warnings they must return to work or face prosecution. 
Some observers have questioned whether the government could suspend all the striking doctors, who represent more than 90% of the country's 13,000 interns and resident doctors. They said the government would likely target strike leaders and that they would likely respond with legal action.
Further complicating the situation, senior doctors at major university hospitals -- where most of the striking doctors trained -- are threatening to submit resignations en masse early next week. They plan to continue their work for the time being, but if they walk off the job like the junior doctors, that would cause a much bigger strain on South Korea's medical services, observers say.

    


The government urged senior doctors to cancel those plans. It recently sent notices to two senior doctors who lead an emergency committee for the walkouts, telling them their licenses would be suspended for three months for allegedly inciting the junior doctors' strikes. One of the two doctors, Park Myung-Ha, accused the government of attempting to break up the emergency committee and sending a warning message to the striking junior doctors.
The government on Wednesday announced detailed plans for how to allocate the additional 2,000 admission seats to medical schools, indicating that the government has no intention of revising its plans. The doctors' emergency committee said in a statement Thursday that the striking doctors "can't repress our astonishment and anger."
WHAT IS AT THE CENTER OF THE DISPUTE?
At the heart of the confrontation is a government plan to increase the country's medical school enrollment quota by 2,000 starting next year, from the current cap of 3,058, which has been unchanged since 2006.

    


The government says it needs to add up to 10,000 doctors by 2035 because the country has one of the world's fastest-aging populations and its doctors-to-population ratio is among the lowest among advanced economies. Officials say more doctors are needed to address a long-running shortage of physicians in low-paying but key essential professions like pediatrics and emergency departments.
But doctors say universities can't offer quality education to such an abruptly increased number of students and that it would ultimately hurt the quality of South Korea's medical services. They say doctors in greater competition would likely engage in overtreatment and that newly recruited students would also likely want to work in high-paying, popular professions like plastic surgery and dermatology.

    


The doctors' protests haven't generated public support, with a recent survey showing that about 90% of respondents support an increase in the medical school admission cap. Some critics say the striking doctors worry that adding more doctors would result in lower incomes in the future.
The striking doctors account for less than 10% of the country's 140,000 doctors. But in some major hospitals, they represent 30-40% of the total doctors and assist senior doctors and deal with inpatients. Their walkouts have subsequently led to hundreds of cancelled or postponed surgeries and other treatments.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-doctors-strikes-license-suspensions-d4b2485bb3d9034d0866f4dfbdaa9963



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Russian court rejects suit by Navalny's mother claiming poor medical treatment by prison | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Russian court rejects suit by Navalny's mother claiming poor medical treatment by prison

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny's mother, Lyudmila Navalnaya, center left, and his mother-in-law Alla Abrosimova visit his grave at the Borisovskoye Cemetery, in Moscow, Russia, on Saturday, March 2, 2024. A Russian court has rejected a lawsuit filed by the mother of Alexei Navalny, the Russian opposition stalwart who died in prison in February, that claimed he received inadequate medical care, a close Navalny colleague said Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        A Russian court has rejected a lawsuit filed by the mother of Alexei Navalny, the Russian opposition stalwart who died in prison in February, that claimed he received inadequate medical care, a close Navalny colleague said Thursday.
Ivan Zhdanov, head of the Anti-Corruption Foundation that was started by Navalny, said the court in the town of Labytnangi, near the Arctic prison where he died, turned down the suit because it said only Navalny himself could be the plaintiff.
"Alexei filed claims against the colonies many times for failure to provide medical care. The claims were denied. Now that he was killed, his family's claim is being denied with mocking wording," Zhdanov said on the Telegram messaging app. 
Navalny, the most persistent foe of President Vladimir Putin, was serving a 19-year sentence. He had been behind bars since January 2021 after returning to Russia from Germany where he had been recovering from nerve-agent poisoning that he blamed on the Kremlin.
The cause of his Feb. 16 death has been described by officials only as due to natural causes.
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    [image: FILE - People walk through the parking lot of the Lummi Tribal Health Center advertising walk-in appointments for Suboxone, a medicine used to treat opioid dependence, on the Lummi Reservation, Feb. 8, 2024, near Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - People walk through the parking lot of the Lummi Tribal Health Center advertising walk-in appointments for Suboxone, a medicine used to treat opioid dependence, on the Lummi Reservation, Feb. 8, 2024, near Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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[image: FILE - A container of Narcan, or naloxone, sits on tree roots at a longstanding homeless encampment, Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, in Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - A container of Narcan, or naloxone, sits on tree roots at a longstanding homeless encampment, Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, in Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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    [image: FILE - People walk through the parking lot of the Lummi Tribal Health Center advertising walk-in appointments for Suboxone, a medicine used to treat opioid dependence, on the Lummi Reservation, Feb. 8, 2024, near Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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FILE - People walk through the parking lot of the Lummi Tribal Health Center advertising walk-in appointments for Suboxone, a medicine used to treat opioid dependence, on the Lummi Reservation, Feb. 8, 2024, near Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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[image: FILE - A container of Narcan, or naloxone, sits on tree roots at a longstanding homeless encampment, Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, in Bellingham, Wash. On Tuesday, March 20, 2024, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        TULALIP, Wash. (AP) -- Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has signed a multimillion-dollar measure to send state money to tribes and Indigenous people in the state who die from opioid overdoses at disproportionately high rates in Washington. 
It was one of seven fentanyl-related bills Inslee signed Tuesday while on the Tulalip Indian Reservation, KING-TV reported. The bills, passed by the state Legislature this session, seek to comprehensively address the fentanyl crisis throughout the state by improving opioid education, overdose prevention, treatment access, recovery supports, and first-responder resources.
"We need to equip first responders with the life-saving materials they need," Inslee said in an online blog post. "We need to implement programs in public education and prevention. We need special emphasis on youth and Tribal communities. We need to increase the number of treatment facilities to make it easier to get help."

    


The state Legislature earlier this month overwhelmingly approved the tribes bill expected to provide nearly $8 million total each year until at least 2031 for the 29 federally recognized tribes in Washington. The funds will be drawn partly from a roughly half-billion-dollar settlement between the state and major opioid distributors.




Native Americans and Alaska Natives in Washington die of opioid overdoses at five times the state average, according to 2021-2022 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data that includes provisional numbers. The rate is one of the highest in the country and over three times the rate nationwide. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officials with tribes such as the Lummi Nation, about 100 miles (161 kilometers) north of Seattle, have said the money would be crucial. Lummi Nation declared a state of emergency last year over fentanyl, adding drug-sniffing dogs and checkpoints, as well as revoking bail for drug-related charges.

    


The tribe also opened a seven-bed facility to help members with withdrawal and get them on medication for opioid use disorder. In its first five months, the facility treated 63 people, the majority of whom remain on the medication regimen, said Dr. Jesse Davis, medical director of the Lummi Healing Spirit Opioid Treatment program.
"Native American tribes are disproportionately affected, and they have taken a proactive approach to treatment that deserves support," Republican Sen. John Braun, of Chehalis, said.
One of the other bills signed Tuesday, known as the Lucas Petty Act, will incorporate fentanyl education into the public school curriculum. The bill was named after the 16-year-old boy who died in 2022 after smoking marijuana he didn't realize was laced with fentanyl. His mother, Maria Trujillo Petty, testified passionately in favor of the bill to the House and Senate during the legislative session.
"No parent should have to go through the heartache of losing a child to an overdose," said bill sponsor Democratic Rep. Mari Leavitt of University Place. "Our kids are facing a opioid and fentanyl crisis that is deadly and unforgiving. As adults, we owe our kids the information they need to make smart decisions."
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                    Russia aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station moments before they were scheduled to lift off, but the crew was safe, officials say.
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    [image: In this photo released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, centre, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos, bottom, and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus wave as they board to the space ship at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | In this photo released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, centre, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos, bottom, and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus wave as they board to the space ship at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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[image: In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, the Soyuz-2.1a rocket booster with Soyuz MS-25 space ship carrying a new crew to the International Space Station, ISS, stands at the launch pad after cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, the Soyuz-2.1a rocket booster with Soyuz MS-25 space ship carrying a new crew to the International Space Station, ISS, stands at the launch pad after cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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[image: In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, the Soyuz-2.1a rocket booster with Soyuz MS-25 space ship carrying a new crew to the International Space Station, ISS, stands at the launch pad after cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]
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[image: In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson sits in the Soyuz MS-25 space ship prior to cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson sits in the Soyuz MS-25 space ship prior to cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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[image: In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, Oleg Novitsky, cosmonaut of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya, cosmonaut of Belarus sit in the Soyuz MS-25 space ship prior to the cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, Oleg Novitsky, cosmonaut of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya, cosmonaut of Belarus sit in the Soyuz MS-25 space ship prior to the cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation, Oleg Novitsky, cosmonaut of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya, cosmonaut of Belarus sit in the Soyuz MS-25 space ship prior to the cancellation of the launch at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, centre, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos, bottom, and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus wave as they board to the space ship at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | In this photo released by Roscosmos space corporation, NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, centre, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos, bottom, and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus wave as they board to the space ship at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Russia's Roscosmos space agency has aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station about 20 seconds before they were scheduled to lift off. Officials say the crew is safe. The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russia-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Roscosmos space corporation on Thursday, March 21, 2024 Roscosmos cosmonaut Oleg Novitsky, centre, Belarus' crew member Marina Vasilevskaya, right, and NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, left, all members of the main crew to the International Space Station (ISS), wave to their relatives as they walk to a bus prior to the launch of a Soyuz-2.1a rocket at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]
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[image: Expedition 71 NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, left, Roscosmos cosmonaut Oleg Novitskiy, and Belarus spaceflight participant Marina Vasilevskaya, right, wave as they depart the Cosmonaut Hotel to suit-up for their Soyuz launch to the International Space Station, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Baikonur, Kazakhstan.(Bill Ingalls/NASA via AP)]
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Expedition 71 NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, left, Roscosmos cosmonaut Oleg Novitskiy, and Belarus spaceflight participant Marina Vasilevskaya, right, wave as they depart the Cosmonaut Hotel to suit-up for their Soyuz launch to the International Space Station, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Baikonur, Kazakhstan.(Bill Ingalls/NASA via AP)
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[image: Expedition 71 NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson has her Russian Sokol suit pressure checked as she and Roscosmos cosmonaut Oleg Novitskiy and Belarus spaceflight participant Marina Vasilevskaya prepare for their Soyuz launch to the International Space Station Thursday, March 21, 2024 in Baikonur, Kazakhstan. (Bill Ingalls/NASA via AP)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia aborted the launch of three astronauts to the International Space Station moments before they were scheduled to lift off Thursday, but the crew was safe, officials said.
The Russian Soyuz rocket was to carry NASA astronaut Tracy Dyson, Oleg Novitsky of Roscosmos and Marina Vasilevskaya of Belarus from the Russian-leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan.
The launch was aborted by an automatic safety system about 20 seconds before the scheduled liftoff at 1321 GMT. Russia's Roscosmos space corporation and NASA said the crew was safe, and Roscosmos chief Yuri Borisov said the next launch attempt is set for Saturday.
Borisov told reporters that experts quickly pinpointed the cause of the launch abort, saying it was triggered by a voltage drop in a power source
The space station, which has served as a symbol of post-Cold War international cooperation, is now one of the last remaining areas of collaboration between Russia and the West amid tensions over Moscow's military action in Ukraine. NASA and its partners hope to continue operating the orbiting outpost until 2030.

    


For Dyson, it was to be her third trip to the orbital complex, where she was due to spend six months. Novitsky, who was to make his fourth flight to the orbiting outpost, and Vasilevskaya, on her first space mission as her country's first astronaut, were set to return to Earth after spending 12 days in orbit.




The three astronauts were to join the station's crew consisting of NASA astronauts Loral O'Hara, Matthew Dominick, Mike Barratt, and Jeanette Epps, as well as Roscosmos cosmonauts Oleg Kononenko, Nikolai Chub, and Alexander Grebenkin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia has continued to rely on modified versions of Soviet-designed rockets for commercial satellites, as well as crews and cargo to the space station.
While the crew wasn't in danger, Thursday's aborted launch was a significant mishap for the Russian space program.

    


It followed an Octiuber 2018 launch failure, when a Soyuz rocket carrying NASA astronaut Nick Hague and Roscosmos' Alexei Ovchinin to the International Space Station failed less two minutes after the blastoff, sending their rescue capsule into a steep ride back to a safe landing.
Hague and Ovchinin had a brief period of weightlessness when the capsule separated from the malfunctioning Soyuz rocket at an altitude of about 50 kilometers (31 miles), then endured gravitational forces of 6-7 times more than is felt on Earth as they came down at a sharper-than-normal angle. The 2018 launch failure was the first such accident for Russia's manned program in over three decades. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-launch-space-station-abort-22396cfd7552a5f5342731c265c42fb0
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    [image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, a park service diver documents one of five coral encrusted cannons found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, a park service diver documents one of five coral encrusted cannons found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)
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[image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, a diver identifies a "broad arrow" marking on a copper barrel band denoting ownership by the British military during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. Copper barrel bands were used on small barrels of copper during the 18th century. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, concreted cannonballs on the seafloor are shown after they were found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, concreted cannonballs on the seafloor are shown after they were found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)
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    [image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, a park service diver documents one of five coral encrusted cannons found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, a diver identifies a "broad arrow" marking on a copper barrel band denoting ownership by the British military during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. Copper barrel bands were used on small barrels of copper during the 18th century. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, concreted cannonballs on the seafloor are shown after they were found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)]
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In this undated photo provided by the National Park Service, concreted cannonballs on the seafloor are shown after they were found during recent archeological survey in Dry Tortugas National Park, Fla. National Park Service archeologists identified the archeological remains belonging to the HMS Tyger, an 18th century British warship. The Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate sunk in 1742 after it ran aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. While the remains of the historic shipwreck were first located in 1993, new research has uncovered definitive evidence. (Brett Seymour/National Park Service via AP)
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                                        KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) -- A wrecked seagoing vessel discovered decades ago off the Florida Keys has recently been identified as a British warship that sank in the 18th century.
National Park Service archaeologists used new research to determine that the wreckage first spotted in 1993 near Dry Tortugas National Park is the HMS Tyger, the agency said in a news release late last week. The findings were recently published in the International Journal of Nautical Archaeology.
The HMS Tyger was a Fourth-Rate, 50-gun frigate built in 1647. It sank in 1742 after running aground on the reefs of the Dry Tortugas while on patrol in the War of Jenkins Ear between Britain and Spain. 
"This discovery highlights the importance of preservation in place as future generations of archeologists, armed with more advanced technologies and research tools, are able to reexamine sites and make new discoveries," maritime archaeologist Josh Marano said in a statement.

    


Archaeologists surveyed the site in 2021 and found five cannons several hundred yards from the main wreck site, officials said. The guns were determined to be those thrown overboard when HMS Tyger first ran aground, leading archaeologists to confirm the wreck was, in fact, the remains of HMS Tyger. 




After the ship wrecked, about 300 crew members were marooned for more than two months on what today is Garden Key. They erected fortifications on the island more than a century before the establishment of Fort Jefferson, which remains on the island today as a historical site.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Stranded survivors built seagoing vessels from salvaged pieces of the wrecked HMS Tyger and then burned the rest of the ship to prevent its guns from falling into enemy hands. The survivors used their makeshift vessels to travel 700 miles (1,125 kilometers) through enemy waters to British-controlled Port Royal, Jamaica.
The remains of HMS Tyger and its related artifacts are the sovereign property of the British government in accordance with international treaties.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sunken-british-ship-florida-cd4ccdf59eac71d3c5458ead84108d7b
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                    Friday marks 10 years since the side of a mountain collapsed, raced across a river and buried an entire neighborhood in rural Washington state, killing 43 people on a Saturday morning in the nation's worst landslide disaster. (AP Video by Manuel Valdes, Becky Bohrer)
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    [image: Jessica Pszonka hugs Dayn Brunner after they spoke during an interview while visiting the memorial for Oso landslide on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. Dayn Brunner lost his sister Summer Raffo in the slide. Jessica Pszonka lost her sister Katie, two nephews, and three other family members. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Jessica Pszonka hugs Dayn Brunner after they spoke during an interview while visiting the memorial for Oso landslide on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. Dayn Brunner lost his sister Summer Raffo in the slide. Jessica Pszonka lost her sister Katie, two nephews, and three other family members. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: The Oso landslide scar is seen near a sign at the memorial site on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. The mountainside collapsed, obliterating a neighborhood and 43 lives in the worst landslide disaster in U.S. history. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Jessica Pszonka talks about the memorial for her family members who were lost in the Oso landslide on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. Jessica Pszonka lost her sister Katie, two nephews, and three other family members in the slide. After the landslide, Pszonka promised herself and her family to see a permanent memorial created where relatives and visitors could feel her sister's presence and reflect on the serenity that drew the family to Oso, as well as the forces that left an immense scar in the forested Cascade Mountain foothills. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: People visit the site of the Oso landslide on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. The trauma that engulfed Oso, a rural community of a couple hundred residents, on March 22, 2014, was a national wake-up call about the dangers of landslides. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Dayn Brunner visits the memorial for Oso landslide ahead of the opening on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. Dayn Brunner lost his sister Summer Raffo in the slide. Brunner and others spent years working on the memorial -- holding fundraisers, lobbying lawmakers for money and attending planning committee meetings. They wanted to honor not just the lives lost, but the community response. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: FILE - The massive mudslide that killed 43 people in the community of Oso, Wash., is viewed from the air on March 24, 2014. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]
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[image: Stones that are part of the memorial for the Oso landslide are seen ahead of the opening on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: A white cross is displayed on the top of the Oso landslide scar on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. The cross was originally put in place shortly after the tragedy that left 43 dead. On March 22, to commemorate the 10-year anniversary of the tragedy the memorial for the slide will open. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Jessica Pszonka and Dayn Brunner visit the memorial for Oso landslide ahead of the opening on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. Brunner lost his sister Summer Raffo in the slide. Pszonka lost her sister Katie, two nephews, and three other family members in the slide. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: An image of Brandy Lee Ward is seen at the memorial for the Oso landslide designed by local artist Tsovinar Muradyan and the Classic Foundry, ahead of the opening on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: The memorial for the Oso landslide designed by local artist Tsovinar Muradyan and the Classic Foundry is seen ahead of the opening on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: The Oso landslide scar is seen through a cutout in the memorial for victims Larry Jay Miller, 58, and Sandra Kay Miller, 64, which is part of the memorial for the landslide on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Oso, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: FILE - An American flag hangs from the only cedar post left standing at the scene of a deadly mudslide, Monday, March 31, 2014, in Oso, Wash. (Sofia Jaramillo/The Herald via AP, Pool, File)]
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                                        OSO, Wash. (AP) -- After the mountainside collapsed, obliterating a neighborhood and 43 lives in the worst landslide disaster in U.S. history, Jessica Pzsonka made a promise -- to herself, to her bereft parents and to her late sister, who was buried along with two young sons, her husband and in-laws.
Pszonka would see a permanent memorial created where relatives and visitors could feel her sister's presence and reflect on the serenity that drew the family to Oso, as well as the forces that left an immense scar in the forested Cascade Mountain foothills along the north fork of the Stillaguamish River, 55 miles (89 km) northeast of Seattle.
Ten years later, that memorial is complete, and Pszonka is leaving: She put her home up for sale and is moving, with her parents, to Texas.
"I need to get them out of here," she said. "They cannot snap out of it. It's like it happened yesterday, every day, when they drive by the school that the kids would have gone to."

    


The trauma that engulfed Oso, a rural community of a couple hundred residents, on March 22, 2014, was a national wake-up call about the dangers of landslides. Washington state began hiring more staff and conducting more mapping to get a better handle on the risk, and it tightened guidelines on logging landslide-prone slopes amid concerns that clearcutting near the top of the scar might have helped cause the disaster.

    
        
    
Congress in 2020 adopted the National Landslides Preparedness Act to create a national strategy to identify, understand and protect against landslides -- legislation pushed by lawmakers from Washington state, including Democratic Rep. Suzan DelBene.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was really hard for anyone to imagine how enormous the impact was -- that you really had to be there to see that this side of a mountain collapsed into the valley and up the other side, wiping out an entire community," DelBene said. "I personally wanted to do anything I could to make sure that a natural disaster like this did not become another national tragedy."

    


Nevertheless, landslides are likely to afflict more and more people as climate change intensifies storms and wildfires, destabilizing soil. Predicting slides remains difficult, though some research projects have helped establish under what conditions certain types might occur.
In the years since Oso, post-wildfire landslides have become alarmingly frequent in California, where mudslides killed 23 people and destroyed hundreds of homes in Montecito in 2018. 
More than 500 mudslides were recorded in Los Angeles alone after torrential downpours early this year; another destroyed a home last week. 
Areas that have not burned have also suffered, such as the mountainous temperate rainforest of southeast Alaska, which has seen three deadly landslides on saturated slopes since 2015. The most recent killed six people in Wrangell last November.
Landslides occur throughout the U.S., including in the Southeast after hurricanes. But Brian Collins, a research civil engineer with the U.S. Geological Survey who helped study the Oso slide, noted that in the "steeper terrain of the Western U.S. and Alaska, they do tend to be and -- as we're seeing -- there have been ... certainly a number of devastating landslides in the past 10 years." 

    


None more so than Oso. It was 10:37 on a sunny Saturday morning following weeks of heavy rain when the hillside gave way in a scraping, crashing roar -- some residents thought it was the Navy jets that often fly overhead. Some 19 million tons of sand and ancient glacial deposits -- enough to cover 700 football fields 10 feet (3 meters) deep -- raced across the river at an average speed of 40 mph (64 kph), hydroplaning on the saturated valley floor "kind of like an air hockey table," Collins said.
The tsunami of sodden earth and pulverized timber slammed into Steelhead Haven, a subdivision of 35 homes. The highway running alongside was buried 20 feet (6.1 meters) deep.
There had been a history of landslides on the slope, including massive prehistoric slides. One in 2006 dammed the river, and before that, technical reports had warned about a potential "large catastrophic failure" and "significant risk to human lives and private property." Officials considered buying up homes in the area to keep people out.

    


But even those reports did not suggest anything could happen on the order of what did occur. Residents said they had no idea of the danger; homes continued being built even after the 2006 slide. Washington state and the company that logged above the slope paid more than $70 million to settle lawsuits by the 2014 slide's victims and their families.
It was the deadliest landslide in U.S. history, according to the National Science Foundation-backed geotechnical team that reviewed it. Nine people survived -- including a mother and baby who were reunited in a hospital two weeks later. 

    


Tim Ward lost his wife of 37 years, Brandy, and four of his five dogs. He described regaining consciousness 500 yards (457 meters) from where his house once stood, in a hole 15 feet (4.6 meters) deep, with an opening at the top the size of a kitchen saucer. Rescuers eventually pulled him out.
Many of the victims -- retirees, grandparents, military veterans, office workers, young families -- were simply at home on a weekend. Others just happened to be there: three contractors working on a house. Someone installing a satellite TV dish. A plumber servicing a hot-water tank.
Summer Raffo, 36, was driving on State Route 530 on her way to shoe a horse for a client. Seconds earlier or later, she would have been fine. Instead, the slide buried her, ripping the roof off her blue Subaru.
Raffo's older brother, Dayn Brunner, was a tribal police officer at the time. His mother called him that day and said: "You're her brother. You need to go find her." He and his teenage sons went past police barricades and spent five days digging through the muck. When searchers finally found Raffo's car, they called Brunner over to lift her body out. Her hands were still on the wheel. The speedometer read 60 mph (97 kmh).
In an extraordinary effort, teams that included 900 responders from near and far plus volunteers -- firefighters and police, military members and local loggers -- helped find every victim, often slogging through what they came to call "the pile" as rain fell. They would silence their chainsaws and other machinery whenever they discovered bodies. The last victim turned up that July, about three months after the official search ended.
Brunner, Pszonka and other family members spent years working on the memorial -- holding fundraisers, lobbying lawmakers for money and attending planning committee meetings. They wanted to honor not just the lives lost, but the community response.
"We could be standing here and talking about that they never recovered my one nephew, who is one of the last ones" to be found, Pszonka said. "To those firefighters and search and rescue people and rescue dogs and all the people that promised that they would stay until every person was found, I will be forever grateful."
Pszonka's sister and her husband, Katie and Shane Ruthven, had a thriving glass-repair business. The boys, Hunter and Wyatt, ages 6 and 4, loved football. Pszonka and her parents got tattoos to help remember them by. But holidays, birthdays -- any days -- aren't the same. So they're leaving to get a fresh start, she said.
The $3.8 million memorial features large, curved metal panels by Seattle artist Tsovinar Muradyan for each family