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Appeals Court Considers Reviving Texas Migrant Law, Now on Hold



As dizzying legal developments sowed confusion along the border, an appeals court panel appeared split over whether Texas' migrant arrest law should remain on hold while the court fight continues.




Migrants along the Rio Grande on Tuesday in El Paso.




By J. David Goodman


Mar 20, 2024


A panel of three federal appeals court judges heard arguments on Wednesday in a bitter legal fight between Gov. Greg Abbott and the Biden administration over Texas' new migrant arrest law, punctuating a dizzying series of legal developments over the previous 24 hours that left migrants and many law enforcement officials in Texas confused and uncertain.



The session had been hastily convened the day before by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, leaving lawyers scrambling to prepare for a hearing that could determine whether one of the nation's most aggressive state efforts to enforce security on the U.S.-Mexico border should be allowed to become law.



Two judges spoke frequently during the hearing, and their comments suggested a split on the panel.



The chief judge of the court, Priscilla Richman, appeared skeptical of the Texas law, particularly its provision allowing state courts to order migrants back to Mexico. As she questioned Aaron Nielson, the Texas solicitor general, she read from a 2012 Supreme Court case out of Arizona that upheld the supremacy of the federal government in immigration matters.



"It seems to me that this statute washes that away," Judge Richman said of the Texas law.



The other judge who spoke, Andrew S. Oldham, a former general counsel to Mr. Abbott, peppered the U.S. Justice Department's lawyer with questions and appeared likely to side with Texas. Mr. Oldham had 
dissented in a Fifth Circuit ruling
 on Tuesday night that effectively put the law back on hold, hours after the U.S. Supreme Court had allowed it to go into effect.



Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez, who was nominated by President Biden and confirmed last year, did not appear to speak during the hearing, which was conducted by video conference and streamed live to the public on audio.



The appeals court judges were considering a request by Texas to allow the law to take effect while its constitutionality is being challenged in court. A district court 
originally blocked the law in February
. The appeals court judges issued no ruling during Wednesday's hearing.



In a wide-ranging speech in Austin shortly after the hearing, Mr. Abbott, who has said that he expects the Supreme Court to eventually decide the constitutionality of the law, suggested that the statute had been crafted to challenge the high court's precedent in the 2012 case, Arizona v. United States, which was decided 5 to 3.



"We found ways to try to craft that law to be consistent" with the dissent that the late Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in the Arizona case, 
Mr. Abbott said
. Justice Scalia had suggested that the Arizona measures 
did not conflict with federal law
 but simply added state penalties to help enforce existing federal restrictions.



The hearing followed a rapid series of back-and-forth court decisions on Tuesday, including a procedural ruling by the Supreme Court that allowed the law to briefly go into effect for several hours. Then, on Tuesday night, the appeals court panel blocked the law again, ruling in a 2-to-1 decision.



The confusion continued into Wednesday and extended to state troopers, local police departments and elected sheriffs, some of them eager to implement the law, known as Senate Bill 4.



The law makes it a crime to cross into Texas from another country anywhere other than a legal port of entry, punishable by jail time, a deportation order from a state court judge or both. It would apply not just to migrants on the border, but also to people in Texas cities hundreds of miles away who entered the country without authorization as long as two years prior.




The law, which allows Texas state and law enforcement officials to arrest and deport newly arrived undocumented immigrants, had briefly been in effect for several hours on Tuesday because of a U.S. Supreme Court procedural ruling.




Brad Coe, the sheriff in Kinney County along the Texas border, said he woke up determined to hear directly from Mr. Abbott about what was going on with the law. "I'm on my way to his office right now," he said on Wednesday morning.



Along the Rio Grande, a group of about 20 migrants in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, closely monitored their phones for any information about the new law as they gathered at the Paso del Norte bridge across from El Paso. Yazmine Marquez, a 34-year-old Venezuelan woman, was awaiting an immigration hearing in El Paso later on Wednesday.



"They have their reasons," she said of the Texas leaders seeking to put the law into effect. "Not all migrants are trying to enter for good reasons. But most of us are trying to enter the United States for work and a better future."



Mr. Abbott and other Texas officials have argued that the law is a necessary response to a record number of border crossings that at times have overwhelmed South Texas towns with hundreds of new migrants a day -- and to what they say is the federal government's failure to enforce the nation's existing border security laws.



"Texas has a right to defend itself," said Mr. Nielson, the Texas solicitor general, during his opening presentation on Wednesday. He argued that the state's law mirrored federal statutes that already make it a crime to cross into the country without authorization.




A panel of three federal appeals court judges heard arguments on Wednesday in a bitter legal fight between Gov. Greg Abbott and the Biden administration over Texas' new migrant arrest law.




"What we're trying to do is to make sure that Congress, who sets the national immigration laws, that those laws are followed," he said. "And to the extent that we can't enforce federal law, which we're not claiming to do," he added, "we're going to enforce our own laws."



But Mr. Nielson struggled with hypothetical questions about the law. Judge Richman posed the case of a migrant who might have crossed without authorization from Mexico into Arizona, and then years later went to Texas: Could that person be arrested under the law?



"I don't know the answer," Mr. Nielson said. "Maybe?"



The federal government has argued, and did so at the hearing on Wednesday, that the U.S. Constitution and decades of legal precedent made immigration enforcement a federal responsibility.



Daniel Tenny, a lawyer for the U.S. Justice Department, said that the Texas law ran afoul of federal law and Supreme Court precedent, particularly a 2012 decision, Arizona v. United States, that was decided when Arizona tried to pass a state immigration enforcement law.



He said that the district court had simply preserved a system of federal jurisdiction over immigration and borders "that's been in effect for 150 years."




A fire in a migrant camp on the Rio Grande on Tuesday. 




Legal experts who followed the hearing said the panel appeared inclined to leave the lower-court injunction in place while the appeals process goes forward, meaning that the law would stay on hold.



"The bottom-line takeaway is that the court is extremely likely to deny Texas the stay that they were asking for, which means that S.B. 4 will remain blocked," said Raffi Melkonian, a federal appellate lawyer based in Houston who appears regularly before the Fifth Circuit.



The same panel of judges is set to hear fuller arguments on April 3 over the constitutionality of the law and the appeal by Texas of the injunction. Mr. Melkonian said that judging by the arguments on Wednesday, it did not appear that Texas would be on good footing for that hearing, either.



But the Fifth Circuit, based in New Orleans, has gained a reputation for hard-line conservatism. Many of its judges adhere to "originalism," which seeks to interpret the Constitution through the lens of its 18th-century authors. The composition of the court 
was dramatically shaped
 by President Donald J. Trump, who nominated six of the 17 judges, including Mr. Oldham. Six of the others were nominated by other Republican presidents.



Both parties were likely to appeal any ruling.



The Supreme Court 
stepped into the case on Tuesday
, but it did so on procedural grounds and did not address the broader question of the law's constitutionality. It kicked the case back down to the Fifth Circuit, where a different set of judges had issued a procedural pause to the lower-court injunction, allowing the Supreme Court to weigh in.



When the high court sent it back and declined to order any further delay, the law was in effect for a few hours on Tuesday afternoon and evening.



Some Texas officials celebrated. The attorney general, Ken Paxton, called it a "huge win." But others, like Mr. Abbott, were more muted. "A positive development," he called it in a statement.



Indeed, in a concurring opinion written by Justice Amy Coney Barrett and joined by Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, the court urged the Fifth Circuit to take swift action. That was what appeared to trigger the appeals court panel's announcement of Wednesday's oral arguments, and a separate order dissolving their earlier procedural pause -- blocking the law again.



As the hearing was taking place on Wednesday, President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of Mexico attacked the Texas law during a news conference, calling it "draconian" and "completely dehumanized." The Mexican government has said that it would refuse to accept deportations conducted by Texas officials under the law.



"It is as if the governor of Tamaulipas were to apply a law against Texans visiting Mexico," he said, referring to the state in Mexico.



If the law were allowed to go into effect, Texas would be the only state known to deputize local authorities to arrest people suspected of illegally entering the country. Legal experts said a ruling in the state's favor could encourage other Republican-led states to enact similar laws. On Tuesday, 
lawmakers in Iowa
 passed their own similar bill.



Reporting was contributed by 
Edgar Sandoval
, 
Reyes Mata III
, 
Mattathias Schwartz
, 
David Montgomery
 and 
Emiliano Rodriguez Mega
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/us/texas-immigration-law.html
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Ayub Ibrahim had just walked out of the jungle. His feet still ached. A month earlier, he had left his home in Somalia, fleeing a civil war, he said, traveling first to Turkey, then Brazil and finally crossing on foot through a 66-mile expanse of wilderness known as the Darien Gap.



Resting in the sweltering San Vicente migrant camp in Panama with hundreds of other recent arrivals, he suddenly found himself surrounded by a half-dozen Americans with video cameras.



"Do you guys like Ilhan Omar?" one person asked. "What do you think about Joe Biden?"



Mr. Ibrahim, 20, answered the questions. He said he liked and admired Ms. Omar, the first Somali-American to serve in Congress. He doesn't follow American politics, he added, but thinks Mr. Biden is a good president. When asked if Mr. Biden or former President Donald J. Trump would be better for immigrants, he chose Mr. Biden.



Later, Mr. Ibrahim would say he had felt ambushed and confused by the questions. He hadn't intended to make a political statement.



But by then, it was too late.



One of his questioners, Laura Loomer, a right-wing activist and former Republican candidate for Congress, had already posted an edited video of the conversation online. It had rocketed around the internet, amassing nearly two million views on X.



The caption read: "Somali illegal aliens proclaim support for Ilhan Omar and Joe Biden inside Panama migrant camp!"



As immigration becomes a dominant issue in the 2024 presidential race, right-wing media has been awash in gritty and often deceptive videos of migrants emerging from 
the Darien Gap
, a roadless 
stretch of Panamanian jungle
 that has 
become a bottleneck for thousands
 of people on their way to the United States.



The clips are presented as proof of what Republicans often describe as an "invasion" of Muslim terrorists, Chinese spies and Latin American criminals. Posted widely on social media, the videos blame President Biden for the migration and suggest, falsely, that Democrats are encouraging it to create new, illegal voters. International aid organizations are cast as profiteers making money off human misery.



The New York Times traced much of that content to the work of Michael Yon, a former Green Beret who over the past three years has become the go-to tour guide for right-wing journalists, politicians and social-media influencers wanting to see the Darien Gap firsthand.



Those travelers have included, along with Ms. Loomer, the Republican Representatives Tom Tiffany of Wisconsin and Burgess Owens of Utah, reporters, producers and podcast hosts for 
The Epoch Times
, a right-wing newspaper, and correspondents for Real America's Voice, the digital media company that hosts Stephen K. Bannon's podcast.



Videos and other content made by the visitors have come to serve as a kind of B-roll footage accompanying conversations about immigration on Fox News, Tucker Carlson's online show and even for Mr. Trump himself.



On Friday, the Republican presidential candidate reposted a video on Truth Social made by Ms. Loomer. It included several clips from her trip to Panama, including a snippet of her conversation with Mr. Ibrahim.



The Times followed one group as it toured camps on the edge of the Darien Gap, observing and recording as participants, interviewed migrants and shot video. The reporters, producers and influencers, gravitated toward migrants from Africa, China and the Middle East, barraging them with politically loaded questions.



Their posts amplified what they perceived as gotcha moments while dismissing answers that appeared to challenge their preconceptions.



When asked whether he had been given money by the United Nations or humanitarian groups, Mr. Ibrahim said he had not. He also said that as a Muslim he supported equal rights for women and was opposed to discrimination against gay people. Those portions of the interview were cut from the version posted online and missing from Ms. Loomer's later accounts.



In an interview with a call-in talk show on Infowars, the far-right platform, Ms. Loomer questioned whether the Muslims she encountered, including Mr. Ibrahim, were "jihadists or people who have jihadist tendencies."



Reached the next day on a bus bound for Costa Rica, Mr. Ibrahim said he regretted the experience. "She wanted to give a bad picture about immigrants to the world," he said of Ms. Loomer. "Her questions weren't fair."



Clips of migrants in Panama have become weapons in the information battle being waged over immigration, experts said. The content, looped again and again online, is highly effective, particularly in creating the perception of the threat of violence, said Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, a political science professor at George Mason University who has studied social media's impact on immigration.



The images, she noted, tend to focus on young men while excluding women and children, who might generate more sympathetic responses. The migrants are often referred to as "military-aged men" and "invaders" and their claims of political or religious persecution at home are often dismissed as scripted falsehoods.



"This is straight from the textbook for how you build a narrative," Ms. Correa-Cabrera said.



The influencers and media figures on the tours argue that they are shedding light on a crisis that mainstream outlets either downplay or refuse to cover. Ms. Loomer described herself as a journalist. "My reporting was so powerful," she said.



The focus on Muslim and Chinese migrants may create a distorted impression. Roughly 90 percent of the 520,000 people who crossed through the Darien Gap last year were South Americans and Caribbeans, according to the Panamanian government. The vast majority of that group comes from Venezuela, Ecuador and Haiti, countries experiencing economic and political upheaval.



The number of migrants from Africa, China and the Middle East coming through the Darien Gap has boomed in the past two years, but is less than 8 percent of the total. Panama screens migrants from those regions for potential criminal or terrorist connections. So far, the terrorism threat they might represent is theoretical. Several academic studies have found no correlation between immigration and acts of terror, a review by the 
Council on Foreign Relations
 published last fall found.



Critics warn that inflammatory coverage of these complex problems only serves to aggravate a humanitarian crisis.



"The misrepresentation of the migrants crossing the gap as invaders or illegals puts their life at risk," said Sandie Blanchet, UNICEF's representative in Panama. "It can justify harsh treatment and even violence against them."




Migrants traveling through the Darien Gap, between Colombia and Panama, in August. Until 2021, only a few thousand people crossed the gap each year. Now, it's a major route north. 





Michael Yon speaking with migrants at a migrant reception center in Meteti, Panama. Mr. Yon, a former Green Beret, was once a war blogger, but has turned to right-wing politics. 




Inside an 'Invasion Investigation'



On a steamy February afternoon outside a government migrant camp on the edge of the Chucunaque River, Mr. Yon escorted a reporter and photographer from 
The Epoch Times
 up a hill, pausing to gesture at three weary Venezuelan migrants limping across a bridge.



"If we lose this, it is over. You know what I mean? The United States is done," he said.



In some circles on the right, an invitation to tour with Mr. Yon has become something of a golden ticket, promising access on the ground and publicity upon return.



A swaggering Special Forces veteran, Mr. Yon has long had a knack for getting attention. In his autobiography, he recounts 
killing a man
 with his bare hands in a bar fight. (Charges against him were eventually dropped.) He later made headlines 
as a frontline blogger and photographer
 at the 
height of the wars
 in Iraq and Afghanistan.



He has since immersed himself in right-wing politics around the globe. In 2014, he was 
recruited by Japanese
 activists to dispute the long-established existence of "comfort women," the Korean women forced into sexual slavery during World War II. More recently, he joined Dutch farmers protesting environmental reform, 
claiming
 it was part of a plan to replace the country's population with immigrants.



On Jan. 6, 2021, he was 
outside the U.S. Capitol
 and later falsely said that the rioters were spurred on by "agent provocateurs" connected to Antifa.



That year was a turning point for migration through the Darien Gap, an inhospitable stretch of 
mountainous wilderness
 that is riddled with poisonous snakes and roving gangs of criminals. What had been a trickle of just a few thousand people crossing the gap each year gushed to 133,000, an increase fueled largely by 
Haitians fleeing economic
 chaos.



Mr. Yon arrived in Panama that February and began his tours shortly after -- including one with Mr. Tiffany and Mr. Owens. In total, he estimates he has brought as many as 60 people to see the camps in person, and tries to remain behind the scenes. "I just want people to see for their own self and make their mind up," he said.



But he often portrays himself as an expert, sitting for frequent interviews with the conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, as well as in a 2022 video called "Alien Invasion" produced by Representative Andy Biggs, a Republican of Arizona.



Mr. Yon says he makes no profit from the trips. Guests cover their own expenses, including $35-a-night rooms at a modest hotel just steps from a migrant camp. He also raises money online: A crowdsourced fund-raiser begun in February to pay for a "Darien Gap Migrant Invasion investigation mission" has raised just shy of $13,000.



 Ms. Loomer, for her part, initially sought to raise $14,500 to fund a seven-day trip but blew past that goal, extending her stay by three days and raising close to $28,000.She said she did not make a profit.



Last week, she started a new online fund-raiser, seeking $100,000 to pay for a film about her experiences in Panama. Its title, she said, will be "The 
Great Replacement," a reference to the conspiracy theory
 that Democrats are encouraging immigration in a scheme to replace white voters.




Migrants bathing in a river under the bridge that connects Lajas Blancas Migrant Reception Center to Bajo Chiquito in Meteti, Panama.





Migrants at a store at the Lajas Blancas camp. Mr. Yon and his travelers often claim the international aid groups that provide health care and support are encouraging migrants. The groups say they are trying to minimize harm. 




A Narrative Takes Hold



Mr. Yon and his tours often take aim at the humanitarian organizations at work in the area, reserving particular ire for one United Nations agency -- the International Organization for Migration. The groups, they say, incentivize migration by providing health care, psychological support and nutrition both before and after migrants make the journey.



That aid is paid for by government contributions and private donations, funds that Mr. Yon calls "profits" that motivate the organizations to encourage more migration.



Diego Beltran, interim director for Central and North America and the Caribbean for the migration organization, disputed the characterization, noting that the U.N. doesn't profit from its activities and that it works to find alternatives to migration. The agency has helped more than four million migrants settle legally in South America rather than move north to the U.S., he said.



"There is a great deal of disinformation in this area," Mr. Beltran said. "It's clear that migration is increasingly a political issue in many countries. But we don't agree with efforts to stigmatize migrants and increase xenophobia."



Another target is HIAS, formerly known as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, a U.S. nonprofit that provides services, including legal aid and mental health, to migrants. Mr. Yon's tours have made an issue of the large maps of the region it posts on some of its facilities in Panama, claiming they encourage people to make the trek.



HIAS officials say the maps, which do not detail specific routes through the gap, are meant to help migrants find aid stations.



"We certainly don't encourage migration," said Mark Hetfield, the HIAS president. "All we're offering is a way to assist those who arrive there."



Mr. Hetfield said many of the criticisms of his group were grounded in antisemitism, noting that the man who murdered 11 people at a Pittsburgh synagogue in 2018 had frequently posted rants about the group. "HIAS likes to bring invaders in that kill our people," the killer 
posted online
 just hours before the attack.



Mr. Yon has also claimed, without evidence, that the group is helping dangerous migrants enter the U.S. "They're going to scream 'Allahu akbar! And they're going to shoot" them, he said, using an obscenity, at an anti-immigration rally last month near Eagle Pass, Texas. "And they're coming across the border and it's being funded with Jewish money."



There is some evidence that the narrative cultivated by Mr. Yon and others in his groups is having an impact. This month, after influencers who visited the region posted dozens of complaints online about maps hung by international groups, the director of Panama's National Migration Service 
raised a similar concern
, calling it "irresponsible."



HIAS has since removed some of its maps in the region, saying it did so for "security reasons."




Michael Yon and a member of his crew at Lajas Blancas Migrant Reception Center. Mr. Yon claims to have connections throughout the region. 





Mr. Yon and his groups have received access to areas that are often off limits to mainstream journalists. 




'Angels of the Jungle'



Mr. Yon has forged close ties with the Panamanian government, and particularly its border patrol. His groups have frequently received unrestricted access to migrant facilities, while mainstream journalists are often prohibited.



A key to that access is Oscar Ramirez, a Mexican activist and correspondent for Real America's Voice, who since early last year has worked with Mr. Yon in Panama as a fixer and translator. With a military bearing, he greets border officers with hugs at checkpoints and receives armed escorts on treks through the Darien Gap itself. And while he is quick to rail against international groups, he calls the border patrol "angels of the jungle" in social media posts and news reports.



At a recent security forum in Panama City, Maj. Nelson Moreno, a border patrol protocol officer, described Mr. Ramirez as "an integral part of our border DNA."



Two days earlier, a border guard stopped Times journalists from traveling to an Indigenous village where Mr. Ramirez and Mr. Yon, along with roughly a dozen American influencers, were filming migrants.



Although there were no other witnesses to the episode, Ms. Loomer discussed it in an interview on Infowars, the right-wing website founded by Mr. Jones, the following day, saying the agency considered the Times journalists a "security risk."



Mr. Yon later said he had learned about the episode from sources in the region. You can't make a move in the Darien Gap, he said in an interview with The Times, "without me hearing about it."




Migrants waiting for buses that will drive them from San Vicente Migrant Reception Center to Costa Rica.





Ann Vandersteel, a podcaster in Florida who has traveled with Mr. Yon, recorded an interview with Yazdan Faramehr, a 29-year-old from Iran, at the San Vicente Migrant Reception Center.




Constant Content Creation



Over 10 days, Ms. Loomer visited four migrant centers, navigated rivers in motorized canoes, rode through the Panama Canal, and posted nearly 100 times on X about the trip. One video has over 4.5 million views and was shared by Michael T. Flynn, Mr. Trump's former national security adviser.



"We are being invaded," Ms. Loomer said in the clip, as she boarded a bus with migrants. "We are being replaced and it's no accident it's happening in an election year."



In the crowded San Vicente camp, Yazdan Faramehr, a 29-year-old bodybuilder from Iran who speaks good English, was encircled by Americans clutching video cameras. As they peppered him with questions, he told them he was hoping to get a fresh start in Los Angeles's large Persian community.



But Mr. Faramehr grew uncomfortable when Ms. Loomer, who once identified herself as a "proud Islamophobe," but now rejects the label, began asking about Iranians coming the U.S. to "commit acts of Islamic terrorism." Worried about drawing unwanted attention or putting his family at risk, he asked that the group not use his image.



Mr. Yon posted a clip on X anyway. It drew dozens of replies from people speculating that Mr. Faramehr, who said he worked in human resources in Tehran, was a dangerous intruder with a secret agenda.



Reached as he traveled north from Panama, Mr. Faramehr gave The Times permission to use his photo. He said he thought it was fair of Mr. Yon's tour to "criticize their country's immigration system" but felt like they were trying to trap him.



"To be honest," he said, "I wish I never talked to them."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/us/politics/migrants-darien-gap-biden-trump.html
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The Walkway to Nowhere: A Monument to Hungary's Patronage Politics



A beacon for "anti-woke" conservatives abroad, Prime Minister Viktor Orban keeps his grip at home by doling out cash, critics say. Behold the treeless "treetop canopy walkway."




Children on a school trip to the wooden bridge, built as a "treetop canopy walkway," in Nyirmartonfalva, eastern Hungary, in February. The site attracts very few visitors.




By Andrew Higgins


Mar 20, 2024


Eager to get a small piece of the billions of euros provided to his country by the European Union, a mayor in eastern Hungary applied for money to build a "treetop canopy walkway" that would provide panoramic views of the forest outside his village.



Hungarian officials responsible for distributing European money liked the idea and in 2021 approved a grant worth about $175,000. The elevated walkway, in the village of Nyirmartonfalva, near the border with Romania, now stretches for nearly 100 yards, next to a wooden observation tower.



There's just one problem: The mayor, a supporter of Hungary's governing Fidesz party who owns the land where the treetop walkway was built last year, cut down all the trees and sold them for wood before construction started. So the treetop walkway looks out on an expanse of empty dirt.



The project is 
one of tens of thousands
 undertaken in Hungary under programs funded by the European Union to help narrow the economic gap between the bloc's richer, original members in the west and newer entrants, particularly those in the east.



But even as he has railed against Brussels over what he sees as its meddling in Hungary's internal affairs, Prime Minister Viktor Orban has made lavish use of such E.U. funds to direct cash and other benefits to his political allies.



Tipped off by a hiker who last year stumbled on the looming wooden structure marooned on a patch of empty land, Akos Hadhazy, an opposition legislator, aided by news outlets critical of the government, has turned the walkway into a 
cause celebre
.




The mayor of Nyirmartonfalva is a supporter of Hungary's governing Fidesz party.





Akos Hadhazy, an opposition member of Parliament, was carried away by the police after a protest outside the prime minister's office in Budapest in 2023. He has helped to turn the Nyirmartonfalva walkway into a cause celebre.




"The whole system here is built on Fidesz giving financial favors to its supporters," Mr. Hadhazy said in Budapest, citing the Nyirmartonfalva walkway as a prime example.



Alerted by the ruckus, the European Union's executive arm asked for an explanation from the Hungarian government. In response, Zsolt Papp, a Hungarian official responsible for disbursing European money for rural development, sent a letter in August saying that the government had looked into the treetop walkway, found it "did not fully comply" with the terms of the grant application (given that there were no trees left) and canceled funding.



"The goal of the project would not be realized in the foreseeable future," the letter explained.



The E.U. anti-fraud office in Brussels said it has an "ongoing investigation" into the project. It is unclear who ended up paying for the walkway.



On a recent trip to Nyirmartonfalva, there were few visitors, just some village children on a school outing. 



"We call it our Bridge of Sighs," said Attila Rozsa, a Fidesz voter and Nyirmartonfalva resident. "Every time you see it, you sigh at how much it cost."



A journalist from Atlatszo, an investigative news site, made 
a tongue-in-cheek video
 analyzing the walkway as an avant-garde artwork. Its title: "Corrupt mayor or misunderstood genius?"



Abroad, Mr. Orban is revered by 
many right-wing Europeans and former U.S. president Donald J. Trump
 for thundering against 
"the woke movement and gender ideology"
 and vowing to defend national sovereignty against the 
dictates of the European Union
.



At home, however, the glue that cements his support, according to independent political analysts and his foes, is money, which underpins a network of entwined state institutions and private businesses 
mostly run by Mr. Orban's Fidesz party allies
.



Transparency International, an anti-graft watchdog, 
in January ranked Hungary as the most corrupt E.U. country
.



In a speech Thursday
, the U.S. ambassador, David Pressman, said of Hungary, "All aspects of government power -- from procurement, to licensing, to tourism subsidies, to concessions, to tax and audit actions, to regulatory policy -- provide favorable treatment for companies owned by party leaders or their families, in-laws or old friends."



Spurred by 
investigative journali
st reports
, many people in Hungary have for years grumbled about the wealth of people like 
Lorinc Meszaros
, once a penniless pipe fitter from Mr. Orban's home village who is now one of the country's richest men.




A guesthouse funded by the European Union next to the mayor's house in Nyirmartonfalva. On a recent visit to the village, the guesthouse had no guests and no staff.





Prime Minister Viktor Orban, left, with Lorinc Meszaros, one of Hungary's richest men, in 2019.




Last month, however, what Fidesz has long dismissed as politically motivated rumor mongering was given credence by someone from deep inside the system -- Peter Magyar, once a senior executive in state companies and the former husband of a close ally of Mr. Orban.



Mr. Magyar 
told Partizan,
 an independent news outlet that "a few families own half the country."



In a 
Facebook post,
 Mr. Magyar turned his fire on Mr. Orban's businessman son-in-law, Istvan Tiborcz. "What is your secret?" Mr. Magyar asked. "At the age of 37, you have 100 billion, loads of hotels, banks, fund managers, a lot of 
former valuable state-owned properties
." (The number he referred to appeared to be forint, the Hungarian currency, which would amount to about $280 million).



Then, Mr. Magyar asked, "How much in total have you received in government loans or grants to build your portfolio?"



Mr. Tiborcz could not be reached for comment. In response to 
questions from Magyar Hang,
 an independent conservative weekly, about the role of his father-in-law in his success and whether he had received government grants or loans, Mr. Tiborcz said he did "not want to participate in political battles."



On Friday, Mr. Magyar drew thousands of people to an anti-Fidesz rally in Budapest and announced he was forming a movement, Stand Up, Hungarians!, to resist the "corruption and nepotism" of Mr. Orban's party.



The vast wealth of a few Fidesz-connected tycoons in Budapest is just the most visible aspect of a rewards-for-loyalty program that stretches beyond the capital to towns and remote villages, such as Nyirmartonfalva.



The approved grant application for the "treetop canopy walkway" was submitted by the mayor, Filemon Maholy, a businessman who ran as the Fidesz candidate in the last local elections in 2019, defeating the incumbent socialist.



Mr. Maholy has managed to land E.U. funding for a range of projects in addition to the walkway. Curiously, considering how he cut down the trees near that structure, he also secured a $126,000 grant for a tree-planting program.



Before that, he received $130,000 for what he pitched as a project to bolster tourism through construction of a guesthouse that was built next to his sprawling home on the edge of the village. On a recent day, the guesthouse had no guests and no staff.



The flow of European money to Hungary has slowed in recent years because of Mr. Orban's disputes with Brussels over the 
rule of law
, minority rights and other issues. Before the feuding, Hungary was the third-largest net recipient of money from Brussels, according to the Center for European Policy, a German research group.



The money helped transform previously neglected areas like Nyirmartonfalva, which, residents say, is now a better place to live than before Mr. Orban came to power.




Petra Magyar, a Nyirmartonfalva resident, said she ran afoul of the mayor for putting a smiley face under a social media post mocking the walkway.





Plaques on the wall of the Town Hall in Nyirmartonfalva noting E.U. and state-funded projects.




The outside wall of the village hall is plastered with plaques recording how funds from Brussels paid for solar paneling, sewage pipes, road works and other improvements. The local kindergarten also received money.



Nobody, though, is celebrating the treeless treetop walkway.



Zoltan Palfi, a Swedish Hungarian who lives in the village, said he was aghast when he first saw it. "I couldn't believe my eyes," he said. "I thought it was perhaps a landing spot for Elon Musk's spaceship."



The mayor, Mr. Maholy, is not amused by such mockery.



Petra Magyar, another local resident, said Mr. Maholy had threatened to take away her job as a social worker on the village payroll after she put a smiley face under a Facebook post that gently made fun of his walkway.



Ms. Magyar kept her job but found another one in a nearby village anyway.



"It was a beautiful spot before he cut down all the trees," she said. "Now we have a long bridge in the middle of nothing."



When Mr. Hadhazy, the legislator, first raised the issue of misused E.U. money last year, Mr. Maholy initially fought back, saying in an interview with a Hungarian television station that there was "never a requirement" to have trees for the treetop walkway.



Lately, though, Mr. Maholy has been lying low. When a Times reporter visited the village hall, the mayor's assistant said an interview would not be possible because the mayor was far away on business. Mr. Maholy arrived in his car a few moments later and rushed into his office.



Later that day, spotting reporters at the deserted guesthouse, the mayor stormed from his house next door, shaking with rage and shouting about the Chain Bridge in Budapest, an iconic structure whose costly recent renovation by the capital's opposition-controlled government has 
stirred accusations from Fidesz of corruption
.



"Search for the money there, not here," the mayor screamed.




The view from atop the walkway.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/world/europe/hungary-orban-corruption-eu.html
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Democrats Prepare Aggressive Counter to Third-Party Threats



An army of lawyers aims to challenge the steadily advancing ballot-access efforts of independent candidates, who Democrats fear could peel votes away in swing states.




The political activist Cornel West's supporters have formed the Justice for All party to secure a ballot line in at least five states.




By Rebecca Davis O'Brien


Mar 20, 2024


The Democratic Party, increasingly alarmed by the potential for third-party candidates to swing the election to former President Donald J. Trump, has put together a new team of lawyers aimed at tracking the threat, especially in key battleground states.



The effort comes as challengers -- including the independent candidates Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Cornel West plus groups like No Labels as well as the Green Party -- have ramped up their push to qualify for states' ballots ahead of critical deadlines in the spring and summer.



The legal offensive, led by Dana Remus, who until 2022 served as President Biden's White House counsel, and Robert Lenhard, an outside lawyer for the party, will be aided by a communications team dedicated to countering candidates who Democrats fear could play spoiler to Mr. Biden. It amounts to a kind of legal Whac-a-Mole, a state-by-state counterinsurgency plan ahead of an election that could hinge on just a few thousand votes in swing states.



The aim "is to ensure all the candidates are playing by the rules, and to seek to hold them accountable when they are not," Mr. Lenhard said.



Third-party candidates have haunted Democrats in recent presidential elections -- Ralph Nader is widely faulted for costing Al Gore the White House in 2000, and some in the party have argued that Jill Stein, the Green Party candidate, drew votes from Hillary Clinton in 2016 in swing states she narrowly lost to Mr. Trump.



There was little third-party activity in 2020, and it's unclear what effect the possible presence of such candidates on the ballot this year would have. But fears among Democrats are particularly acute this year, with polls suggesting that Mr. Trump's base of support is much more fixed than Mr. Biden's, meaning it's possible that some of the president's voters could be open to an alternative.



Still, it's hard to know whether the outsider candidates, particularly Mr. Kennedy, would draw more from Mr. Trump's or Mr. Biden's camp. Conventional wisdom within the Democratic Party now is that any vote not for Mr. Biden benefits Mr. Trump, and there are concerns that giving people more choices on the ballot is more likely to hurt Mr. Biden.




Ralph Nader, who has made four third-party runs for president. calls restrictive ballot laws "barriers against free speech."




Gaining access to the presidential ballot is a complicated and expensive process for candidates, particularly for those not affiliated with a party, even a minor one. Laws vary from state to state, with some requiring merely a fee or a few thousand signatures, and others requiring tens of thousands of signatures gathered under tight deadline pressure, along with other administrative hurdles.



State rules limiting ballot access "ensure that the people who are on the ballot have legitimate bases of support, and it's not simply a vanity project," Mr. Lenhard said.



Independent candidates and third-party leadership see restrictive ballot laws, and efforts to monitor and enforce them, as anti-democratic, exemplifying the kind of two-party political machinations they say they are trying to combat.



"What are ballot access barriers? They are barriers against free speech," said Mr. Nader, who has made four third-party runs for president. He described state ballot laws in the United States as "the worst in the Western world, by orders of magnitude."



Gauging the popularity of third-party and independent candidates is a challenge for pollsters. If they aren't listed in a poll, their support, of course, goes uncounted. But when a poll does include them, the results tend to drastically overestimate their support, data shows.



What polling does make clear is that a sizable block of American voters are not excited about either Mr. Biden or Mr. Trump.



In recent months, Democrats have become less concerned with No Labels, the political group that had pledged to put forward a centrist presidential ticket. The group said it is on the ballot in 18 states, but it has struggled to find viable candidates.



Instead, much of Democrats' energy -- and worry -- has focused on Mr. Kennedy, 70, who first challenged Mr. Biden in the primary before announcing an independent presidential bid. An environmental lawyer and a scion of one of the great American political families, Mr. Kennedy gained further prominence in recent years for his promotion of anti-vaccine falsehoods and conspiracy theories, and for his broadly anti-establishment, anti-corporate ethos. He has name recognition and a donor base.



A 
recent Fox News national poll
 put Mr. Kennedy's support at around 13 percent, drawing about equally from both candidates. In Georgia, considered a swing state in national elections, he averages about 6 percent in recent polls, according to 
FiveThirtyEight's polling averages
.



Mr. Kennedy's campaign says he is officially on the ballot in just one state, Utah, and has sufficient signatures for ballot access in New Hampshire, Hawaii and Nevada, also considered a key battleground state this year.




Recent polling makes clear that a sizable block of American voters are not excited about either Mr. Biden or Mr. Trump.




A super PAC backing Mr. Kennedy said it had gathered enough signatures to help get him on the ballot in Arizona, Michigan and Georgia -- all swing states -- as well as South Carolina. In February, the Democratic Party filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission, accusing the PAC and the Kennedy campaign of unlawful coordination on signature-gathering efforts.



The PAC, American Values 2024, had pledged last year to spend up to $15 million on ballot-access efforts on behalf of Mr. Kennedy, but last week announced it would no longer participate in the signature-gathering process.



Tony Lyons, a co-founder of the group, said it would continue to fight the two parties "when they try to interfere with the constitutional rights of American voters who overwhelmingly want independent candidates on the ballot."



While Mr. Lenhard's team is involved in scrutinizing third-party contenders for possible F.E.C. violations, Democrats see ballot access as the main issue to police, and the party's legal team has mobilized local contingents of lawyers nationwide, along with analytics, research and field teams.



Most states require independent candidates to get thousands of signatures to get on the ballot -- some, like Texas and New York, require over 100,000 names. 



A handful of states require a vice president on the ticket to secure ballot access.



In some states, the fastest way for independent candidates to get on the ballot is by forming a new political party.



Mr. Kennedy and his supporters have formed a party called We the People, which his campaign says will get him on the ballot in California, Delaware, Hawaii, Mississippi and North Carolina. Mr. West's supporters have formed the Justice for All party to secure a ballot line in at least five states.



Mr. Lenhard said those new party efforts would be monitored, to ensure that "to the degree that you are seeking status as a new political party, you are actually a political party -- a large group of people who believe what you believe, not simply a single candidate wanting to circumvent existing rules."




Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and his supporters have formed a party called We the People, which his campaign says will get him on the ballot in several states.




Mr. West, for his part, has gained access to the ballot in some states through pre-existing minor parties, some of which already have guaranteed lines on the ballot. In Oregon, his name will appear as the Progressive Party candidate; in South Carolina, it's the United Citizens Party; in Alaska, he has the line of the Aurora Party. Mr. West is on Utah's ballot as an independent.



"I am not aware of the D.N.C. going hostile on us yet," said Edwin DeJesus, Mr. West's campaign's
 
director for ballot access. "They are probably going to surface the spoiler narrative closer to the election."



Before becoming an independent, Mr. West was initially a candidate for the Green Party, which will name its nominee at a virtual convention in July. Ms. Stein is seeking the nomination again.



A Green Party representative, Gloria Mattera, said the party was on the ballot in 20
 
states and the District of Columbia, with petitions and litigation underway in others.



In February, the Green Party was 
deemed eligible for the ballot in Wisconsin
, a state where Ms. Stein won more than 31,000 votes in 2016. That was more than the difference in votes between Ms. Clinton and Mr. Trump, who won the state.



Ms. Mattera and other third-party leaders and candidates, including Mr. Nader, dispute arguments that outsider candidates siphon votes from Democrats, saying that many people who prefer independent or alternative party candidates simply would not vote if they didn't have that option.



They see it as a matter of providing choice.



"Our people are not going to back the incumbent," Mr. DeJesus said. "Biden was never going to earn those votes. We are giving people a reason to go to the ballot box."



Ruth Igielnik, Alyce McFadden and Taylor Robinson contributed reporting.
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Congress Seeks to Bar Funding for U.N. Agency for Palestinians



A bill would bar support for the agency, UNRWA, amid accusations that some employees were Hamas fighters. Other countries are scrambling to make up the looming shortfall.




Palestinians gathered to receive aid outside an UNRWA warehouse in Gaza City on Monday.




By Adam Rasgon and Robert Jimison


Mar 20, 2024


The United States would cut off funding for the main U.N. agency that provides aid to Palestinians in Gaza under a spending agreement on track to soon become law, according to two people familiar with the plan.



The ban, part of a massive spending bill negotiated by lawmakers and the White House that is expected to clear Congress by this weekend, would create a shortfall of hundreds of millions of dollars for the agency, known as UNRWA. That could have disastrous consequences for Gazans, who are facing an acute hunger crisis and displacement in crowded shelters and tent encampments.



The move would also put Washington at odds with its Western allies over how to respond to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza amid accusations that Hamas fighters have infiltrated the agency.



The U.S. has unilaterally taken other steps to ameliorate the deprivation in Gaza, including pressuring the Israelis to allow more aid into the enclave, conducting airdrops of food and announcing a plan to construct a pier to deliver aid by sea.



Though before the war UNRWA employees filled a broad array of civil functions in the territory, operating schools and providing health services, they have since become the main resource on the ground for delivering aid to the territory's besieged residents. As Congress bans funding for the agency, U.S. officials are seeking alternative organizations to tackle the distribution of food in particular.



But as the U.S. courts other agencies to help fill the void in Gaza, some of America's closest allies are scrambling to ensure funding for the agency continues.



The suspension of funding is planned through March 2025 and extends a pause that the White House and lawmakers from both major U.S. parties supported after 
Israel accused at least 12 UNRWA employees
 in January of participating in the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel led by Hamas. Efforts are underway to impose a longer-lasting funding ban, according to people familiar with the negotiations.



"Not a single taxpayer dollar should go to UNRWA after the serious allegations of its members participating in the October 7th attacks," Senator James Risch of Idaho, the top Republican on the Foreign Affairs Committee, said in a statement to The New York Times.



The loss of American support would hamper the agency's ability to deliver food and health services in Gaza. The United States has paid the plurality of the agency's overall budget, including $370 million in 2023. As of earlier this month, UNRWA had enough funds to continue its operations until the end of May, according to Scott Anderson, the agency's deputy director for Gaza.




Tents erected by displaced Gazans at an UNRWA school in Rafah, the Gaza Strip, display greetings for Ramadan. Some agency employees, including teachers, are accused of being Hamas fighters.




Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA's commissioner general, said he feared that U.S. efforts to suspend funding would have drastic effects on agency services in Gaza, particularly schooling. "I really hope that the U.S. will continue to show their solidarity," he said.



The agreement, which is the product of long and painstaking negotiations, is expected to easily pass Congress.



Senator Chris Van Hollen, Democrat of Maryland, said he opposed the ban on funding.



"To punish over two million innocent people in Gaza and UNRWA beneficiaries throughout the region for these actions is not just misguided -- it's unconscionable," he said on Wednesday.



The White House appeared to be holding out hope for the possibility of eventually restoring funding to UNRWA, which supports Palestinian refugees across the Middle East, once the agency concludes its investigation and takes steps toward reform.



"There is no other organization that has the reach, the tentacles and the distribution capabilities that UNRWA has in Gaza. That's just a fact," said John F. Kirby,  the White House National Security Council spokesman.



"Obviously UNRWA is going to have to reform itself, clearly, because that's just unacceptable behavior by anybody," he added.



U.N. officials said they had fired at least nine of the original 12 employees accused of participating in the Oct. 7 attack or its aftermath and that two others were dead. Antonio Guterres, the U.N. secretary-general who described himself as "horrified by these accusations," ordered an investigation into the agency and has implored those nations that suspended their aid payments to reconsider.



Over the past two weeks, Canada, Sweden, Iceland and Australia, which suspended funding for UNRWA after Israel's accusations were made public in January, have said that they would renew it. A host of other countries, including Germany, UNRWA's second-biggest backer, are expected to make similar announcements in the coming months, according to five European diplomats, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to communicate with the news media.



On Wednesday, a Saudi-funded humanitarian agency pledged to increase its funding for the agency by $40 million, according to a statement.



"We welcome the decisions of donor countries to restore funding, but we are not out of the woods," said Juliette Touma, the communications director for UNRWA.



But while America's allies look for ways to fund and potentially reform the agency -- like stepping up enforcement of its rules that require employees to maintain neutrality  -- Washington is seeking other alternatives.



Humanitarian officials, however, have questioned whether other U.N. agencies or smaller relief organizations are capable of distributing large amounts of aid while the war between Israel and Hamas is raging.




Palestinians carry bags of flour they grabbed from an aid truck near an Israeli checkpoint, in Gaza City, last month.




Israeli officials recently met in Washington with members of Congress and the Biden administration and shared new evidence that they said showed UNRWA employees had connections with militant groups in Gaza, according to an Israeli official with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation. The New York Times has not seen the material Israeli officials presented to members of Congress. 



Earlier, he said, Israeli officials shared materials with visiting investigators from the U.N. Office of Internal Oversight who are conducting an inquiry into whether UNRWA employees have ties to Hamas. He said Israel was committed to ensuring the continued flow of aid to Gaza, but not through UNRWA.



Earlier in the war, the distribution of food aid was primarily overseen by UNRWA. But more recently, a patchwork of aid agencies, convoys operated by local businessmen and airdrops by foreign governments have become involved in the delivery of desperately needed food.



Distribution, particularly in northern Gaza, has been slowed by lawlessness, violence and Israel denying convoys entry.



At least twice in recent weeks, attempts to distribute food ended in bloodshed as hungry Palestinians seeking aid were killed. In the deadliest such event, more than 100 people were killed in Gaza City on Feb. 29, according to local health authorities, who attributed the deaths to Israeli troops firing on the crowd. The Israeli military acknowledged opening fire, but said most of the deaths had occurred when people stampeded or were run over by trucks.




A health clinic operated by UNRWA was destroyed in an Israeli bombardment on Gaza City, last month.




On Monday, the U.N.-backed organization that monitors food insecurity warned that "famine is imminent" in Gaza.



Both Republicans and Democrats have proposed the World Food Program as an alternative, according to UNRWA supporters who recently visited Congress and spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss their private meetings.



But the World Food Program, or W.F.P., has fewer than 100 staff members in Gaza compared to the 13,000 on UNRWA's payroll, 3,000 of whom have kept working during the war. 



"The World Food Program's mandate is to deliver food assistance to hungry and vulnerable people," the agency said in a statement. "We are ready to further step up our food assistance in Gaza, with the necessary funding. We cannot replace the critical functions of UNRWA in Gaza, including the running of shelters and health clinics."



Israel has also engaged with the W.F.P., along with other organizations, about playing a larger role in Gaza, according to the Israeli official who discussed the recent Washington meetings, and who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the deliberations.



But moving employees from one organization to another would be complicated, said Jamie McGoldrick, a top U.N. relief official in Jerusalem. For example, W.F.P.'s employees in Gaza are generally paid about three times as much as their UNRWA counterparts, he said.



As Washington looks for alternatives to UNRWA, other countries have decided to restore their funding, based on reassurances the agency has given about improving its employee vetting process and its enforcement of ethics rules.




Volunteers from World Central Kitchen, a relief organization, preparing food in Rafah on Monday.




Those donor nations, according to UNRWA officials and the European diplomats, are seeking additional information from the U.N. office overseeing the inquiry into Israel's allegations, as well as the results of an independent review being conducted by Catherine Colonna, a former French foreign minister. Ms. Colonna is expected to release an interim update on Wednesday and her final report on April 20.



Many European countries are looking to see that UNRWA is taking the investigation seriously, one of the European diplomats said, adding that evidence of "credible efforts" to reform was important. "The overall sense is things are going quite well," the diplomat said.



Hugh Lovatt, a senior fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations, said the push in European capitals to restore funding was a recognition that Europe had "overreacted" when faced with the allegations.



Nevertheless, the European Union has said future funding for UNRWA is contingent on the agency allowing E.U.-appointed experts to audit the organization; increasing the staff of its internal investigations and ethics departments; and making employees sign conflict-of-interest declarations, according to 
written correspondence
 between the UNRWA commissioner-general, Mr. Lazzarini, and Oliver Varhelyi, a senior E.U. official.



UNRWA, according to the correspondence between Mr. Lazzarini and Mr. Varhelyi, also agreed to hand over a list of its employees to Israeli authorities every three months, including their Palestinian ID numbers; to confirm that financial institutions had vetted its staff against a list of people under E.U. sanctions; and to allow a third party to monitor employees' compliance with training on humanitarian principles and neutrality.



Israeli officials had previously complained that UNRWA had handed over its employee lists only once a year, without their national ID numbers. Access to the ID numbers, diplomats said, would likely make it easier for Israel to check its databases for specific UNRWA employees with criminal histories.



Johnatan Reiss
 contributed reporting.
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Why Do We Age?



Scientists are investigating how our biology changes as the years add up, and whether there are ways to stop it.








By Dana G. Smith


Mar 20, 2024


According to some estimates, consumers spend $62 billion a year on "anti-aging" treatments. But while creams, hair dyes and Botox can give the impression of youth, none of them can roll back the hands of time.



Scientists are working to understand the biological causes of aging in the hope of one day being able to offer tools to slow or stop its visible signs and, more important, age-related diseases. These underlying mechanisms are often called "
the hallmarks of aging
." Many fall into two broad categories: general wear and tear on a cellular level, and the body's decreasing ability to remove old or dysfunctional cells and proteins.



"The crucial thing about the hallmarks is that they are things that go wrong during aging, and if you reverse them," you stand to live longer or be healthier while you age, said Dame Linda Partridge, a professorial research fellow in the division of biosciences at University College London who helped develop the aging hallmarks framework.



So far, the research has primarily been conducted in animals, but experts are gradually expanding into humans. In the meantime, understanding how aging works can help us put advice and information about the latest "breakthrough" into context, said Venki Ramakrishnan, a biochemist and Nobel laureate who wrote about many of the hallmarks of aging in his new book, "Why We Die: The New Science of Aging and the Quest for Immortality."



We asked experts about the hallmarks of aging, how they can lead to disease and how scientists are attempting to modify them. Not all of the hallmarks are listed here, but two of the main themes are highlighted below.



Wear and Tear



Many age-related changes start with our cells, and even our genes, acquiring damage and acting up as we get older.



Problems with DNA



While we think of our genes as being set from birth, DNA does accumulate changes over the years. Sometimes errors are introduced when a cell divides, a spontaneous typo emerging when the DNA is copied and pasted from one cell into another. Mutations can also occur as a result of environmental exposures, like ultraviolet radiation from the sun.



Our cells have ways to repair these genetic mutations, but they become less efficient with age, which means the mistakes can pile up. Scientists aren't exactly sure why our DNA repair mechanisms decline. "That's a $1 billion question," said Andrew Dillin, a professor of molecular and cell biology at the University of California, Berkeley. "All we know is that the efficiency goes down with age."



The main consequence of this is that cells stop working properly and get flagged as garbage (more on this later). In the worst-case scenarios, mutations can occur in genes that suppress tumors, leading to the onset of cancer.



Problems with the chromosomes



Every time a cell replicates and its DNA is copied, the ends of its chromosomes get a little shorter. These special parts of the genome are called 
telomeres
 and are often likened to the plastic caps on the ends of shoelaces that prevent them from unraveling.



Once a cell's telomeres get too short, it stops dividing. This process is healthy when we're young, because it helps prevent cells from replicating forever and turning cancerous. But as we age, telomere shortening becomes a problem, particularly in stem cells, which the body uses to replenish skin, blood and other tissues.



Stem cells have a special tool to combat this, but eventually even they lose their telomeres. When that happens, "they can no longer divide, and so you lose your stem cell populations," Dr. Dillin said.



Stem cell depletion is a major contributor to some of the physical signs of aging, including 
gray hair
 and 
thinner, less elastic skin
. Some skin care products claim to replace your stem cells, but there is little evidence that they work.



Problems with the epigenome



Other changes occur through what's known as epigenetics -- chemical modifications to the genome that influence which genes are turned on or off in a cell. Some epigenetic changes occur naturally as we develop, while others are brought on by our environment. Some experts say that epigenetic changes can be used to determine a person's "
biological age
."



Scientists have discovered that many of the epigenetic mechanisms that help control the activity and even the identity of our cells start to degrade with age. If this happens in too many cells, it can affect organ health and function. For example, 
epigenetic changes
 in heart cells can contribute to thickened arteries or a reduced ability for the heart to respond positively to exercise.



There is currently a flurry of anti-aging research looking at epigenetic changes because they are more easily reversible than something like DNA mutations, said Dr. Eric Verdin, the president of the Buck Institute for Research on Aging.



Problems with the mitochondria



A critical component of cell health is energy production, which comes from the mitochondria -- the power plant of the cell. As we age, mitochondria also stop working as well as before, becoming less efficient and creating less energy.



"If you're not generating enough energy, all of a sudden all of the other cellular processes are not going to function as efficiently," said Dr. Verdin, who is involved with two companies pursuing anti-aging drugs.



Changes in cellular energy can affect other aspects of a cell's health, including epigenetics, Dr. Dillin said. Damaged mitochondria can also leak out of the cell, causing inflammation -- another aspect of aging that is associated with many chronic health conditions.



Regular exercise -- experts' 
top recommendation
 for how to age well -- is one of the best ways to improve mitochondrial health.



Garbage Disposal Issues



Not only do faulty cells build up with age because of the problems mentioned above, but the body's way of disposing of them also goes awry.



Problems disposing of bad cells



One of the most important ways malfunctioning cells are dealt with is by relegating them to a state known as senescence. These cells stop dividing, and they start to secrete inflammatory chemicals that signal to the immune system to dispose of them.



Ordinarily, this isn't a problem -- in fact, it's a necessary part of normal cell turnover -- but as we age, two things happen. First, there are more cells that need to be discarded. Second, the disposal system starts to break down. As a result, senescent cells build up, causing ever more inflammation.



"When we're young, normally our immune system is able to deal with the senescent cells," said Matthew Kaeberlein, the chief executive officer of the longevity company Optispan and the former director of the University of Washington Healthy Aging and Longevity Research Institute. "But as we get older, in part because of chronic inflammation, our immune system isn't able to do that anymore. So you get this accumulation of senescent cells, which then drives more damage, more inflammation, less immune function."



Scientists are exploring ways to enhance the disposal of senescent cells with a class of drugs known as 
senolytics
, though the research is still in preliminary stages.



Problems disposing of bad proteins



Most cells carry out their functions via the proteins they create. If DNA is the blueprint for a house, and cells are the construction workers, then proteins are the wood, nails and drywall.



It's normal for proteins to get messed up -- they're often called misfolded proteins -- and there are lots of ways to fix them. But, again, those processes start to decline as we age, and misfolded proteins accumulate and cause problems. One notable disease that's associated with bad proteins is Alzheimer's, where amyloid and tau form plaques and tangles in the brain.



One way the body disposes of misfolded proteins, as well as other malfunctioning parts of cells, is through a process known as autophagy, which means "self eating" in Greek. "Autophagy is the process by which all these defective things in the cell are destroyed," Dr. Ramakrishnan said. "And if you interfere with that mechanism, you get this pileup of, essentially, garbage in the cell, which itself causes stress and causes aging."



Autophagy declines with age. Some drugs that are being studied for their effect on aging, most notably 
rapamycin
, increase the process. However, in large doses rapamycin suppresses the immune response (it's primarily used to prevent organ transplant rejection), so some researchers are concerned about healthy people taking the drug.



The experts agreed that experimental anti-aging therapies are not yet ready for widespread use, though they're optimistic about the future of the field. "So far, I would say the winds haven't been particularly quick, but there will be breakthroughs," Dr. Partridge said. For now, she added, the best thing that people can do to age well is adopt healthy lifestyle habits, like exercise and good nutrition.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/well/live/aging-biology-dna.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Netanyahu Assails Schumer, Dramatizing Partisan Split Over Israel



The prime minister addressed Senate Republicans remotely after Senator Chuck Schumer called him out in an explosive speech urging a new election in Israel.




Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, speaking in Jerusalem on Sunday. He remotely addressed Senate Republicans in a closed-door gathering on Wednesday, but Mr. Schumer denied him the opportunity to similarly speak to Senate Democrats.




By Annie Karni


Mar 20, 2024


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel assailed Senator Chuck Schumer on Wednesday in a closed-door speech to Senate Republicans, days after the Democratic majority leader branded him an impediment to peace in the Middle East and called for a new election to replace him after the war winds down.



Mr. Netanyahu's virtual appearance at a weekly gathering of Republican senators -- and a refusal by Mr. Schumer to allow him to make a similar address to Senate Democrats -- dramatized the growing partisan split on Capitol Hill 
and in American politics
 over Mr. Netanyahu's leadership and Israel's offensive in Gaza.



"Senator Schumer made it clear that he does not think these discussions should happen in a partisan manner," said Alex Nguyen, a spokesman, explaining why the senator had declined a request by Israeli officials to have the prime minister address Democrats at their weekly closed-door lunch as well. "That's not helpful to Israel."



Inside the meeting with Republicans, Mr. Netanyahu called Mr. Schumer's speech last week on the Senate floor "wholly inappropriate and outrageous," according to Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, who attended. And many Republican senators spoke up to say they agreed with him.



"He was not happy," Mr. Hawley said of the prime minister. "He made that very clear."



In an explosive speech last week, Mr. Schumer listed Mr. Netanyahu alongside Hamas as one of the major impediments to peace, and tried to lay out the case that Americans can love and support Israel and still be deeply critical of Mr. Netanyahu and his far-right government.



President Biden called it a "good speech" and some Democrats applauded Mr. Schumer for speaking out at a moment when Israel's offensive against Hamas has resulted in tens of thousands of deaths in Gaza, including civilians. But conservative Jewish groups and Republicans were stunned and dismayed, and accused Mr. Schumer of crossing a dangerous line.



Former President Donald J. Trump went even further, saying in an interview that Jews who vote for Democrats 
"hate Israel" and their religion
. It was an extreme version of a tactic many elected Republicans have long attempted, portraying Democrats who question Mr. Netanyahu or his policies as denouncing Israel itself and even being antisemitic.



His appearance at Wednesday's closed-door G.O.P. confab was not the first time that Mr. Netanyahu has waded into a bitter partisan struggle over support for Israel, allying himself with Republicans eager to showcase their backing for the Jewish state. In 2015, the prime minister 
accepted an invitation by House Republicans
 to make his case to Congress against the Iran nuclear deal, without consulting the White House then in the throes of negotiating the deal.



On Wednesday, Mr. Netanyahu told Republicans on Capitol Hill that his policies reflect the consensus of Israelis and that Mr. Schumer's remarks would have no bearing on how he planned to move forward with his offensive.



"He made it very clear that he intends to prosecute the war against Hamas to the full extent of his power, and he said the American people are behind him," Senator John Kennedy, Republican of Louisiana, said. "He said that even if we have to go alone, we will not stop."



Senator Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky and the minority leader, said he conveyed to Mr. Netanyahu that he believed Mr. Schumer had crossed a line in "giving a democratic ally advice about when to have an election or what kind of military campaign they should be conducting."



"It seems to me the bipartisan support for Israel seems to be cracking," Mr. McConnell said, making it clear that he thought the Democrats were responsible.



Senator Christopher S. Murphy, Democrat of Connecticut, said on Wednesday night that Mr. Netanyahu was trying to play off the parties against each other, to the detriment of the U.S.-Israel bond.



"If Netanyahu is upset at Schumer or other Democrats for speaking the truth, getting cozier with Republicans and infusing more partisanship into Israel's relationship with America is definitely not the answer," he said.



In his speech last Thursday, Mr. Schumer accused Mr. Netanyahu of pursuing policies that undermine Israel's own democratic values and endanger the possibility of a two-state solution in the future. He 
has accused Republicans of politicizing support for Israel
, which in the past was always bipartisan and blamed Mr. Netanyahu for only catering to Republicans.



In the meeting, Mr. Netanyahu asked Republicans to continue their vocal support for Israel and to allow it to finish the war, according to multiple attendees.



"He emphasized several times that Israel is not asking for American ground troops, not asking America to fight its war," Mr. Hawley said. Mr. Netanyahu did ask for financial help to "finish the job" and urged senators to support whatever bill the House sent them that included billions of dollars in aid for Israel.



Mr. Hawley said Republicans asked Mr. Netanyahu directly for numbers on the civilian death toll in Gaza. "He was very mindful of it, he talked about it at some length," Mr. Hawley said, noting that Mr. Netanyahu assured them the Israelis were making every effort to minimize civilian casualties. He said he estimated the death toll to be about 28,000, about 2,000 fewer than the Gaza Health Ministry has said.



Mr. Schumer on Wednesday defended his address, amid a flood of accusations that he was interfering in the democratic process of a close ally.



"I gave the speech out of a real love for Israel," he said. "If you read the speech, we called only for there to be an election after the hostilities have declined, after Hamas was defeated."



Republicans made it clear they planned to continue to hammer him for his address and to blame Democrats for the growing partisan divide over support for Israel.



"Schumer doesn't have to like or dislike Benjamin Netanyahu on a personal level," Senator Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas, said. "Schumer's attack was directed at the people of Israel, because it's the people of Israel who went and voted. Chuck Schumer had the arrogance and audacity to seek to instruct another nation as if it were a vassal state, a banana republic."



Robert Jimison
 contributed reporting.
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Ireland's Prime Minister Steps Down in Surprise Announcement



Leo Varadkar, whose Fine Gael party has struggled in the polls, said he would resign as leader of the country and of his party, citing "personal and political reasons."




Leo Varadkar speaking during a St. Patrick's Day event with President Biden at the White House on Sunday.




By Megan Specia


Mar 20, 2024


Leo Varadkar, Ireland's 
barrier-breaking taoiseach
 or prime minister, said on Wednesday that he would step down as the country's leader, days after 
the defeat of two referendums that the coalition government had championed
 and after years of waning public support for his political party, Fine Gael.



Ireland is scheduled to hold a general election early next year, and his decision will not trigger an earlier election, he said.



"I know this will come as a surprise to many people and a disappointment to some, but I hope you will understand my decision," Mr. Varadkar told a press briefing outside Leinster House in central Dublin. "I know that others will -- how shall I put it? -- cope with the news just fine," he said. "That is the great thing about living in a democracy."



Citing reasons both "personal and political," Mr. Varadkar said he would step down from the party leadership effective immediately and would continue to serve as prime minister until his party elects a new leader. He said that would take place before a planned Easter break, with a new leader expected when the government returns on April 16.



He added, "Politicians are human beings, and we have our limitations."



He made the unexpected announcement shortly after a cabinet meeting on Wednesday morning, his voice at times cracking with emotion.



There had been little indication of his decision just days earlier when he visited the White House and 
met with President Biden
 for St. Patrick's Day. But his party has struggled in recent years, with the most votes in the 
2020 election
 going to Sinn Fein -- the party that has historically called for uniting Northern Ireland, which remains part of the United Kingdom, with the Republic of Ireland.



That was damaging to the longstanding dominance of Fine Gael and its rival, Fianna Fail, pushing the two parties into a coalition government alongside the Green Party. And over the past two years, 
polls have suggested
 declining public support for Fine Gael.



Mr. Varadkar, who is gay and whose father is of Indian heritage, broke a number of barriers when he became the country's 
youngest-ever leader in 2017
.



After the coalition government came to power in June 2020, he served as deputy prime minister before again moving into the leadership role as part of the parties' power-sharing agreement.



Much of Mr. Varadkar's work since that time, and in the later half of his first premiership, focused on navigating a changing post-Brexit landscape that threatened to undermine the 1998 Good Friday Agreement that had forged decades of peace on the island of Ireland.



He was applauded for those efforts, and was 
seen as crucial to winning major concessions
 from Britain. That included his negotiating a deal with then Prime Minister Boris Johnson of Britain that avoided a hard border between the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland.



But Ireland has also been dealing 
with domestic issues, including a severe housing shortage
 caused in part by the failure of successive governments to invest in affordable housing and a cost-of-living crisis that has deepened deprivation. Homelessness has soared in recent years.



Amid a sharp rise in the number of asylum seekers arriving in the country, the government has also had to contend with a nascent but growing anti-immigration backlash that has increasingly spilled over into violence. Arsonists have targeted 
planned housing for asylum seekers
, and a 
violent riot in Dublin late last year drew international attention.



The government most recently faced criticism for a failed campaign on two referendums that it had expected to win. This month, Irish voters rejected 
two proposed changes to the Constitution
 that would have removed language about women's duties being in the home and broadened the definition of family beyond marriage.



Analysts said the results in part reflected a weak campaign for the amendments, confusion over the proposals and a lower-than-expected voter turnout that cast a spotlight on the government's approach.



As he announced his resignation, Mr. Varadkar acknowledged that despite a number of successes, there were "other areas in which we have been much less successful and some in which we have gone backwards." He said that he would "leave it to others to point them out on a day like this."



"I know, inevitably, there will be speculation as to the 'real reason' for my decision," he said during the announcement. "These are the real reasons. That's it. I have nothing else lined up or in mind. No definite personal or political plans, but I am looking forward to having the time to think about them."



Micheal Martin, the Fianna Fail leader and deputy prime minister, said on Wednesday that he and Eamon Ryan, the Green Party leader, had been briefed on Tuesday night by Mr. Varadkar about his decision to step down.



"To be honest, I was surprised, obviously, when I heard what he was going to do, but I wanted to take the opportunity to thank him sincerely," Mr. Martin said.



Mr. Martin said he felt confident that the government had a clear mandate and a clear program for moving forward. Mr. Ryan later told the national broadcaster, RTE, that he, too, had been surprised by the decision, but that he supported Mr. Varadkar's choice.



"I think it's for personal more than political reasons that he wants to step down," Mr. Ryan said.
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This Was Village Life in Britain 3,000 Years Ago



The superbly preserved remains of a Bronze Age settlement offer a glimpse of a "colorful, rich, varied" domestic life circa 850 B.C.








By Franz Lidz


Mar 20, 2024


Three millenniums ago, a small, prosperous farming community briefly flourished in the freshwater marshes of eastern England. The inhabitants lived in a clutch of thatched roundhouses built on wooden stilts above a channel of the River Nene, which empties into the North Sea. They wore clothes of fine flax linen, with pleats and tasseled hems; bartered for glass and amber beads imported from places as far-flung as present-day Iran; drank from delicate clay poppyhead cups; dined on leg of boar and honey-glazed venison, and fed table scraps to their dogs.



Within a year of its construction, this prehistoric idyll met a dramatic end. A catastrophic fire tore through the compound; the buildings collapsed and the villagers fled, abandoning their garments, tools and weapons. Everything, including the porridge left in cooking pots, crashed through the burning wicker floors into the thick, sticky reed beds below and stayed there. Eventually, the objects sank, hidden and entombed, in more than six feet of oozing peat and silt. The river gradually moved course away from the encampment, but the debris remained intact for nearly 3,000 years, preserving
 
a record of daily life at the end of Britains's Bronze Age, from 2500 B.C. to 800 B.C.



That frozen moment in time is the subject of two 
monographs
 published Tuesday by Cambridge University. Based on a 10-month excavation of what is now known as Must Farm Quarry, a submerged and superbly preserved settlement in the shadow of a potato-chip factory 75 miles north of London, the studies are as detailed as a forensic investigation report of a crime scene. One paper, a site synthesis, runs to 323 pages; the other, for specialists, is nearly 1,000 pages longer.



"This didn't feel like archaeology," said Mark Knight, the project director and one of the paper's authors. "At times, excavating the site felt slightly rude and intrusive, as if we had turned up after a tragedy, picked through someone's possessions and got a glimpse of what they did one day in 850 B.C."



Evidence for life in Britain's Bronze Age has traditionally come from fortified and religious sites that are often found on high, dry landscapes. Most of the clues come as pottery, flint tools and bones. "Generally we have to work with small bits and pieces and barely visible remains of houses, and read between the lines," said Harry Fokkens, an archaeologist at Leiden University. Convincing anyone that such places were once thriving settlements takes a little imagination.



Paul Pettitt, a Paleolithic archaeologist at Durham University who was not involved with the new studies, said the monograph -- a case study of exceptional preservation combined with highly skilled excavation -- provide a reminder that domesticity in that period was "colorful, rich, varied and not solely about metal weapons, as the public's love of metal detecting would suggest."



Bogged Down



Francis Pryor, a British archaeologist best known for his 1982 discovery of Flag Fen, a Bronze Age site one mile from Must Farm, added: "The Must Farm report is transforming our understanding of British society in the millennium before the Roman Conquest, 2,000 years ago. Far from being primitive, Bronze Age communities lived in harmony with their neighbors, while enjoying life in warm, dry houses with excellent food."



Until a decade ago, the so-called Pompeii of the Fen lay buried in a clay brick quarry, The original hamlet is believed to have been twice as big -- mining in the 20th century obliterated half the archaeological site -- and may have housed several dozen people in family units.



What remained were four substantial roundhouses and a small, square entranceway structure erected on a wooden platform and surrounded by a six-foot-high palisade of sharpened ash posts, a barrier no doubt designed for defense. The green timber, fresh wood chips and the absence of repair, rebuilding or insect damage suggested that the complex was relatively new at the time of the blaze.



An analysis of the outermost growth rings of the scorched hardwood pointed to late autumn or early winter as the start date, while the skeletons of three- to six-month-old lambs and the charred larvae of a local species of flea beetle implied that the settlement was destroyed in summer or early autumn.



By piecing together the material culture of these ancient Britons, the study reveals how the houses were constructed and the household goods within, what the residents ate and how their clothes were made.



Among other things, the archaeologists unearthed 180 textiles and fiber items (yarns, cloth, knotted nets), 160 wooden artifacts (bobbins, benches, hafts for metal tools and wheels), 120 pottery vessels (bowls, jars, jugs) and 90 pieces of metalwork (sickles, axes, chisels, a dagger, a hand-held razor for cutting hair). Masses of beads that had formed part of an elaborate necklace indicated a level of sophistication seldom associated with Bronze Age England.



"What's interesting about this is that it's an inventory of five Bronze Age households," Mr. Knight said. "It was like each one had a wedding list for an upmarket department store."



Although the bones of fish, cattle, sheep and pig were pulled out of the middens (halos of garbage dumped from the huts above), there was no evidence of human casualties. A young woman's skull turned up outside a dwelling, but because it had been polished by repeated touch, the researchers decided that it was more likely a keepsake or a ritual decoration than a battle trophy. "Auntie's skull tacked over the front door," Mr. Knight speculated.



Mosquitoes and Cold Porridge



Interest in Must Farm was first aroused in 1999 when a Cambridge University archaeologist spied a series of oak posts poking out of the beds of clay at the quarry. Dendrochronology dated the poles to prehistory, and excitement grew when preliminary digs unearthed fish traps, bronze swords and spearheads.



The discovery of nine log boats -- dugout canoes as long as 28 feet -- buried in the muck hinted at the vast wetlands that once blanketed the region. "Boat journeys through reed swamps to the woodlands would have been made many times during the site's short life," said Chris Wakefield, the project archaeologist. "In summer, that meant traversing clouds of mosquitoes."



A large-scale investigation conducted by Cambridge University in 2015 and 2016 exposed the palisade fence, lightweight walkways, the ruins of a roundhouse roof and walls made of woven willow branches called wattle. The way the timbers fell -- some vertically, others in eerie, geometric lines -- enabled the researchers to map the layout of the circular architecture. One house featured roughly 500 square feet of floor space and seemed to have distinct "activity zones" comparable to rooms in a modern home.



The thatched roofs had three tiers. The base layer of insulating straw was topped by turves -- soil formed of dead but not fully decayed plants -- and finished with clay, which near the apex of the roof may have formed a chimney or flue. "The people were confident and accomplished homebuilders," Mr. Knight said. "They had a blueprint that worked beautifully for a drowned landscape."



Stored in what was presumably the kitchen of one residence were bronze knives, wooden platters and clay pots, some of which were even nested. "There was a simple aesthetic at work that felt coherent and unified," Mr. Knight said. A clay bowl bearing the fingerprints of its maker still held its final meal: a wheat-grain porridge mixed with animal fat, possibly from a goat or a red deer. A spatula rested against the inside of the dish.



The craftsmanship of the recovered relics and the presence of log boats, perhaps the only reliable means of transport, led researchers to conclude that, rather than an isolated outpost, the site may have been a bustling crossroads for trade. "There was a sense that these early fen folk were at the high end of their society and had access to anything available at that time," Mr. Knight said. "At the end of the Bronze Age, the rivers of eastern England were the place to be for trade and connections; sites like Stonehenge were now at the periphery."



Tale of the Tapeworm



The Must Farm community harvested crops and felled trees on the closest dry land. Sheep and cattle grazed there, too. Boar and deer were hunted in the local woodlands -- within a two-mile radius of the homestead, the researchers reckon. "The irony is that the community wanted to live on water yet their economy was terrestrial," Mr. Knight said.



Evidently, food was so abundant that the villagers all but ignored the fish, eels and water fowl swimming around the foundations of the settlement. With good reason, it turns out: Sanitation was an iffy proposition in the fenlands. Sausage-shaped globs found in the settlement's murky sediment turned out to be fossils of dog and human feces, many flush with eggs from fish tapeworms and giant kidney worms acquired from foraging in the stagnant waterways. The tapeworms are flat, ribbonlike parasites that coil around the intestines of people and can grow to a length of 30 feet. The kidney worms stop at three feet but can destroy vital organs.



Two questions were left unanswered by the otherwise exhaustive Cambridge monographs: Was the blaze the result of an accident, or of an attack by rivals who may have envied the residents' wealth? And why didn't any Bronze Agers bother to retrieve all that soggy stuff?



"A settlement like this would have had a shelf life of maybe a generation, and the people who built it had clearly constructed similar sites before," said David Gibson, a Cambridge archaeologist who collaborated on the study. "It may be that after the fire, they simply started again."
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In Arizona, Democrats Could See Opportunity in an 1864 Abortion Ban



Democrats are focusing on their support for abortion access, while Republicans pivot away from hard-line positions. But no one knows what restriction will actually be in effect when Arizonans vote this fall.  




After the state enacted a 15-week ban on abortion in 2022, anti-abortion groups in Arizona are now trying to get that law tossed in favor of an even more restrictive law that dates back to the 1800s.




By Kellen Browning


Mar 20, 2024


Democrats in Arizona are eager for a fight over abortion access in the state, a political battleground where they'll need every advantage to support President Biden and hang on to a key Senate seat. 



But the battle lines have grown increasingly muddled amid a heated legal dispute over which Republican-backed restrictions will be on the books come November. 



After the party ushered in a 15-week abortion ban in 2022 with almost no exceptions, with support from anti-abortion groups, some Republicans are now trying to get that law tossed. They instead favor an even more restrictive law dating to the 1800s that effectively bans the procedure entirely. And some Democrats, though they are strongly against both measures, are quietly acknowledging that a near-total ban could be a boon as they look to inspire voters to turn out. 



Since the Supreme Court's
 decision in the Dobbs case, overturning of Roe v. Wade
 and effectively returning the issue for states to decide, voters have come out in force to overwhelmingly back measures aimed at protecting abortion access, even in Republican-led states. And if the stricter ban is upheld, "there's probably a benefit" for Democrats campaigning on abortion access, said Tresa Undem, a public opinion researcher who studies abortion.



"Certainly, if there's a total ban, voters are going to be mobilized on this issue," Ms. Undem said.



The unusual dynamic stems from various courts' interpretations of Arizona's 15-week ban, signed by former Gov. Doug Ducey a few months before the Dobbs ruling doing away with a constitutional right to abortion. Republicans and advocates of the 15-week ban had intended for the legislation to give way to restrictions enacted in 1864, when Arizona was still a territory.



That law, which mandates prison time for anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion and does not include exceptions for rape or incest, went back into effect in Arizona shortly after Roe was overturned, when 
a district court judge said
 that it should take precedent over the 15-week ban. But 
an appeals court
 said months later that doctors could not be prosecuted under the territorial law, effectively allowing them to begin performing abortions again up to 15 weeks.



Now, attention shifts to the Arizona Supreme Court, which is set to issue a final ruling on the dueling abortion bans -- likely by this summer -- after anti-abortion groups appealed the lower court decision.



Democrats in Arizona are well aware of the political ramifications; a more restrictive law seems more likely to drive voters who are in favor of abortion access to the polls, which could propel Democrats into office. But few in the state are willing to openly acknowledge the political calculus, and Democrats emphasized that the real-life consequences of women losing access to abortion far outweighed any strategic judgments.



"Would it be easier to run on if there was a total abortion ban in Arizona? Sure, but that would be cataclysmically bad for the next nine months for the women of Arizona and that's just not something that I want to see happen in any way, shape or form," said Conor O'Callaghan, who is running in the Democratic primary to challenge Representative David Schweikert, a Republican from a district northeast of Phoenix.



Separately, abortion rights groups in Arizona are gathering signatures for a ballot measure that would enshrine abortion access until "fetal viability," or about 24 weeks, in the state constitution, returning to the standard set by Roe v. Wade. The coalition, Arizona for Abortion Access, announced in January that it had already collected 250,000 signatures. The effort needs close to 400,000 by July to get on the ballot and put the question to voters this fall.



Opponents of the measure argue the proposed language is too broad and would "slash common-sense safety standards and precautions," said Olivia Escovedo, a spokeswoman for It Goes Too Far, the campaign fighting the measure.



Advocates say they are confident that Arizonans would approve the measure if put to a vote. Dawn Penich, a spokeswoman for Arizona for Abortion Access, said she had heard from people who said that they wanted the government to stay out of their health care decisions.



"This is a human rights issue, this is a women's rights issue," Ms. Penich said. "In Arizona, people really value their freedoms and their autonomy."



Arizona Democrats could see a benefit at ballot box because of the prominence of the abortion debate, said Christine Matthews, a national pollster who specializes in surveying female voters in swing states. But it may not be a silver bullet. When abortion access measures have appeared on the ballot in recent elections, the issue has drawn moderate and conservative voters to the polls in larger numbers, cutting across party lines.



"A total ban brings a much broader coalition out to reverse that, but those centrist to center-right to Republican voters may say, 'A total ban is extreme, but that doesn't mean I'm going to vote for Biden,'" Ms. Matthews said.



Either way, Democrats are leaning heavily into their support for abortion access, while Republicans try to pivot on the issue. Kari Lake, the Trump ally who ran for governor in 2022 and once called abortion the "ultimate sin," is 
now against a federal abortion ban
. 
In an interview with NBC News this month
, Ms. Lake, who is running for Senate, praised the 15-week ban but also seemed to express openness to the proposed ballot measure's abortion limit. (Ms. Lake's opponent, Representative Ruben Gallego, a Democrat, has vowed to protect abortion access and hammered Ms. Lake repeatedly for her past comments.)



And Mr. Schweikert, who 
cosponsored a bill
 in Congress that would have amounted to a federal abortion ban, 
expressed support
 for in vitro fertilization treatments in February after an Alabama court ruled that frozen embryos should be legally considered children, imperiling the practice. Some feared that moving to restrict I.V.F., popular fertility treatment, would be a natural consequence of the Dobbs decision, but Republicans have largely been quick to stake out positions in favor of I.V.F. 



Cathi Herrod, the president of the Center for Arizona Policy, a conservative lobbyist group that has backed both of Arizona's abortion bans, said she expected voters would oppose widening access to abortion in the state in November. 



"Once Arizonans learn the extreme nature of this amendment, Arizonans will reject it soundly," Ms. Herrod said, adding that they will "see that it does not reflect their position on abortion."



The abortion debate has also divided Arizona's State Legislature, which Republicans control by razor-thin margins in both chambers. 



Eva Burch, a Democratic state senator, put the abortion debate in searingly personal terms 
during a speech on the floor on Monday
, detailing the barriers she faced when she tried to get an abortion for a recent pregnancy that she learned has no chance of survival.



"My medical provider was forced to tell me multiple things that don't apply to my situation, and some that are just transparently factually false, and they do this because of laws passed by this Legislature, in opposition to medical testimony and advice," Ms. Burch said. "From where I sat, the only reason I had to hear these things was in a cruel and really uninformed attempt by outside forces to shame and coerce and frighten me."
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Following Measles Outbreaks, Scientists Grow Wary of Renewed Threat



Cases this year have already topped the total in 2023. Unvaccinated travelers account for most infections.




Measles is among the most contagious of diseases; each infected person can spread the virus to as many as 18 others.




By Apoorva Mandavilli


Mar 20, 2024


Measles, a highly contagious but preventable disease, is resurging in pockets of the United States, a warning of the dangers of the strengthening anti-vaccine movement.



The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recorded more cases this year than the 58 tallied in all of 2023, although the agency is not expected to release exact numbers until Friday. On Monday, the agency advised health care providers to ensure that unvaccinated patients, especially those traveling internationally, stay updated on their immunizations.



The number of cases is likely to keep rising because of a sharp spike in measles worldwide, along with spring travel to some regions with outbreaks, including Britain, said Dr. Manisha Patel, chief medical officer at the C.D.C.'s respiratory disease division.



Nearly all the cases in the United States so far are related to unvaccinated travelers. "We're not going to see widespread measles cases going throughout the country," Dr. Patel said. "But we do expect additional cases and outbreaks to happen."



Measles is among the most contagious of diseases; each infected person can spread the virus to as many as 18 others. The virus is airborne and can stay aloft up to two hours after an infected person has left the room, spreading rapidly through homes, schools and child care facilities.



In Chicago, one case of measles at a migrant shelter has 
grown to 13
, prompting the C.D.C. to send a team to help contain the outbreak. (Two additional cases in the city appear to be unrelated.)



In Florida, seven students at an elementary school contracted measles even as the state's surgeon general, Dr. Joseph Ladapo, left it to parents to decide whether unvaccinated children should attend school.



In southwest Washington, officials identified measles in six unvaccinated adult members of a family living in two counties. And in Arizona, an international traveler infected with measles dined at a restaurant and transmitted the virus to 
at least two others
.




Outside a migrant shelter in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago, where multiple people have tested positive for measles this month.




Measles was eliminated in the United States in 2000, and American children generally must be immunized to attend school. Yet sporadic cases lead to larger outbreaks every few years. But now a drop in vaccination rates, exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic, has experts worried about a resurgence.



When vaccinations lag, "the first disease to appear is measles, because it's highly infectious," said Dr. Saad Omer, dean of the O'Donnell School of Public Health at U.T. Southwestern in Dallas.



Nine of 10 unvaccinated people in close contact with a measles patient will become infected, according to the C.D.C.



Measles is far less deadly in countries with high immunization rates and good medical care. Fewer than three of every 1,000 American children with measles will die as a result of severe complications like pneumonia or encephalitis, the swelling of the brain.



Still, about 
one in five
 people with measles may end up in a hospital.



Because widespread measles outbreaks have been rare, most Americans, including doctors, may not recognize the vibrant red rash that accompanies respiratory symptoms in a measles infection. They may have forgotten the impact of the disease on individuals and communities.



"Most of our local health department folks have never seen a measles outbreak," said Dr. Christine Hahn, state epidemiologist of Idaho, which contained a small cluster of cases last year.



"It's going to be a big challenge to us to respond if and when we get our next outbreak," she said.



Before the first measles vaccine was introduced in the 1960s, the disease killed an estimated 
2.6 million people worldwide
 each year. But its full impact may have been much greater.



Measles cripples the immune system, allowing other pathogens easier entry into the body. A 2015 
study estimated
 that measles may have accounted for as many as half of all infectious disease deaths in children.



For about a month after the acute illness, measles can stun the body's first response to other bacteria and viruses, said Dr. Michael Mina, chief science officer of the digital health company eMed and formerly an epidemiologist at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.




Florida Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo, who left it to parents to decide whether unvaccinated children should attend a school experiencing an outbreak. 




That leaves patients "massively susceptible to bacterial pneumonias and other things," said Dr. Mina, who was the lead author on the 2015 study.



"It's very risky for people in those first few weeks post measles," he added.



The virus also induces a sort of immune-system amnesia. Normally the body "remembers" the bacteria and viruses it has fought before. Dr. Mina and his colleagues 
showed in 2019
 that people who have measles lose between 11 and 73 percent of their hard-won immune repertoire, a loss that can last for years.



That does not mean the body no longer recognizes those pathogens at all, but it does shrink the arsenal of weapons available to fight them.



"People should be aware that if they're choosing not to vaccinate, that's the position they're putting themselves and their family in," Dr. Mina said.



The C.D.C. recommends receiving the first dose of the measles vaccine after 12 months of age, and a second between ages 4 and 6. Even a single dose of the vaccine is 93 percent effective. Measles vaccination 
averted 56 million deaths
 between 2000 and 2021, according to the World Health Organization.



Vaccination rates in the United States have shown a distinct, if small, 
dip
 to 93 percent in the 2022-23 school year from 95 percent in 2019-20 -- the level required to protect everyone in the community. Rates of vaccination exemptions 
increased
 in 40 states and the District of Columbia.



In a 
survey last year
, just over half of Republicans said that public schools should require measles vaccinations, compared with about 80 percent before the pandemic. (Support for vaccines among Democrats held steady.)



While national or state-level vaccination rates may be high, there may be pockets of low immunization that provide tinder for the measles virus, Dr. Omer said.



If there are enough unvaccinated cases to sustain an outbreak, even those who are vaccinated but whose immunity may have waned are vulnerable, he said.




Administering MMR vaccines at a clinic in Wolverhampton, England, which is currently experiencing a measles outbreak.




In Idaho, 12 percent of kindergarten-age children do not have a record of vaccination. Some of the gap results from parents unable or unwilling to share records with the schools, and not because their children are not immunized, Dr. Hahn said.



Still, online schools, which proliferated through the pandemic and remain popular in the state, have some of the highest rates of vaccine exemptions, she said.



In September, a young Idaho man brought measles back after international travel and became ill 
enough to be hospitalized
. Along the way, he exposed fellow passengers on two flights, dozens of health care workers and patients, and nine unvaccinated family members. All nine developed measles.



Idaho got "very lucky" with the outbreak because the family lived in a remote area, Dr. Hahn said. But there are most likely many other areas in the state where an outbreak would be difficult to contain.



"We've got plenty of tinder, if you will," she added.



Some large outbreaks in recent years exploded among huge clusters of unvaccinated people, including the 
Amish in Ohio
 and the Orthodox Jewish community in New York City.



In September 2018, one unvaccinated child returned to New York City from Israel, ferrying measles virus picked up during an outbreak in that country.



Even though the city maintains high vaccination rates, that single case set off an outbreak that raged for nearly 10 months, the largest in the country in decades. The city declared a public health emergency for the first time in more than 100 years.



"We had more than 100 chains of transmission," said Dr. Oxiris Barbot, the city's health commissioner at the time, and now the president and chief executive of United Hospital Fund.



"Keeping all of that straight was a challenge," she recalled. "And to have to investigate over 20,000 exposures like that, that was huge."



Working with community leaders, city officials hurriedly administered about 200,000 doses of vaccine. More than 550 city staff members were involved in the response, and the final cost to the city's health department topped $8 million.



The C.D.C. is working with state and local health departments to identify pockets of low vaccination and prepare them for outbreaks, Dr. Patel said. The agency is also training health care providers to recognize measles symptoms, particularly in patients with a history of international travel.



Measles is a slippery adversary, but public health is intimately familiar with the tools needed to contain it: screening, tracing contacts and vaccinating the susceptible.



"We're not helpless bystanders," Dr. Omer said. "The focus needs to be on meat-and-potatoes public health."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/health/measles-children-travel.html
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The Burden of Being Senator Bob Menendez's Famous Children



Alicia Menendez is a weekend anchor on MSNBC. Her brother, Rob, is a member of Congress. The bribery scandal surrounding their father has cast a long shadow.




Alicia and Rob Menendez are not eager to speak publicly about the legal troubles of their father, Senator Robert Menendez (center), but their desire for privacy is complicated by the fact that they too are public figures.




By Katherine Rosman and Tracey Tully


Mar 20, 2024


It was the night before federal prosecutors would reveal explosive bribery charges against Senator Robert Menendez, and his adult children appeared unaware of the news storm that was about to hit the family.



Alicia and Rob Menendez seemed to be in great spirits at a glitzy political gala celebrating a new generation of Latino leaders.



Ms. Menendez, an increasingly high-profile anchor on the cable news network MSNBC, stood before a room filled with Latino politicians, media executives and entertainment figures, as the emcee of the annual 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute
 party in Washington.



Among those in attendance was her brother, a Democratic congressman from New Jersey who is in his first term representing a majority Hispanic district, a seat once held by his father.



In her opening 
remarks
 that evening last fall, Ms. Menendez exuded confidence, poise and glamour. The event was a triumph for the Menendezes, who hammed it up in selfies that Ms. Menendez 
shared
 the following morning.



"So fun to host 
@chcidc
's 46th Annual Awards Gala," she wrote on Instagram. "Sibling time was a bonus."



The Menendezes have surely enjoyed the privileges of being children of a powerful political leader. But the very next day, they began to confront -- not for the first time -- a corollary dynamic: the anguish and embarrassment of having their father accused of public corruption.



Amid heart emojis in praise of her performance the night before, Ms. Menendez's Instagram feed became littered with comments like "How corrupt is your family?" and "Your dad's going to the gallows."



Since then, the drama has been relentless. Just this month, new developments have underscored the gravity of the case against the Menendezes' father, who, with his wife, Nadine Menendez, is accused of accepting bribes of gold, cash and a Mercedes-Benz in exchange for an array of political favors.



After a former ally 
pleaded guilty
 and began cooperating with prosecutors, Senator Menendez and Nadine Menendez were additionally charged with obstructing justice. Both have pleaded not guilty to all charges.



Alicia and Rob Menendez used to be game to talk publicly about their father, joking about his penchant for playing Super Mario Bros., his love of musical theater -- "Wicked" is his favorite show, they said in a 2011 
campaign ad
 -- and his bragging about being on the varsity bowling team in high school.




In 2006, Senator Robert Menendez (second from left) happily watched election returns with his children, Alicia and Rob Menendez, and Gov. Jon Corzine of New Jersey.




These days, they are understandably less eager to talk about him. But their desire for privacy is complicated by the fact that they too are public figures who cannot, without sacrificing their own careers, avoid a public spotlight.



Rob Menendez, 38, is fighting for political survival in a Democratic primary that falls less than a month after the day his father's trial is expected to start, May 6. The men share a name, and 
Senator Menendez has not ruled out running for re-election
 -- leaving open the possibility that both could appear on the same ballot and confuse voters.



Alicia Menendez, 40, has been forced to address the charges against her father -- and calls for his resignation -- on live television.



The legal drama has unfolded in parallel with important events in the siblings' own careers. Earlier this month, a judge ordered Senator Menendez and his wife 
back to court
 just as Alicia and Rob were preparing for President Biden's State of the Union address -- Alicia would be contributing to MSNBC's live coverage of the event, and Rob would be in attendance, a member of the congressional assembly.



Friends and colleagues say that it is a challenging time emotionally and professionally for Alicia and Rob Menendez, both of whom declined through spokesmen to comment for this article.



They are unlikely -- however unfair it may be -- to escape the stigma of the allegations against their father, said Sally Quinn, the longtime Washington Post writer who does not know the Menendezes but has observed the familial fallout of political scandal from the Nixons to the Clintons to the Cuomos to the Trumps.



"When your close loved one is at the center of a political scandal," she said, "it's in your obit too."



'A quick break'




Alicia Menendez has had a swift rise in media. She is one of three anchors on MSNBC's "The Weekend," with Michael Steele and Symone D. Sanders Townsend.




On the afternoon of Jan. 2, Alicia Menendez was sitting in the most high-profile seat of her career, filling in for Nicolle Wallace on the highly rated MSNBC news show, "Deadline: White House."



She was conducting a live interview with an airline safety consultant when she abruptly ended the conversation. "We're going to take a quick break, and we'll be back with some breaking news right after this," she 
said
.



Seconds later, Ms. Menendez was gone, and a colleague was on the air in her place. "Hello, I'm Ari Melber with some breaking legal news," he said. "New Jersey United States Senator Robert Menendez now facing new allegations in a second superseding indictment."



Ms. Menendez's quick exit that day was part of a promise she had made to viewers months earlier, when her father was first indicted.



"I have been watching along with all of you as a citizen, and also as his daughter," she said on the air in September. "I will not be reporting on the legal case."



In the past, she has described herself as someone who cries easily, but that day she betrayed no emotion. She concluded by saying that her colleagues would continue to cover the story, "as they should."



Asked if MSNBC was troubled by the complications of Ms. Menendez's connection to the subject of a significant political scandal, a spokesman for the network declined to comment or to make available any of her colleagues, producers or bosses to discuss her work.



Ms. Menendez has been grappling with the realities of being a politician's daughter for years. "You can't have a private life as an elected official," she told The Washington Post in 2013. "It's not a family-friendly institution."



She and her brother were raised in Union City, N.J., a densely packed city in northern New Jersey that for decades has been a hub of immigrant life. Their father is the child of Cuban immigrants, and their mother, Jane Jacobsen, is of Irish-German-Norwegian descent -- a "gringa," as Alicia 
wrote in a 2012 essay
. She said that Ms. Jacobsen helped to instill in her children a strong Latino identity, even if they did not speak Spanish. (Their parents divorced in 2005.)



When she and her brother were young, their mother was a teacher and guidance counselor, and the family lived in an apartment above their father's law firm. "He was terrible at making money," Ms. Menendez told The Washington Post.



Mr. Menendez became mayor of Union City and was elected to Congress when Alicia was 9. She spent "Take Your Daughter to Work" days at the Capitol. Though Mr. Menendez traveled frequently to Washington, he remained a demanding figure. "Dad was an original tiger mom," she told The New York Times in 2015.



Ms. Menendez landed at Harvard University, class of 2005. She majored in women's studies, was the president of an elite "final club" and considered herself an "ethnically ambiguous feminist," she said in a 2004 article in The Harvard Crimson.




Senator Robert Menendez, onstage with his children, celebrates an election victory in 2006. Politics has been part of the family's life for years. Alicia spent "Take Your Daughter to Work" days at the Capitol.




Her ambitions were set on politics. She worked for Jon Corzine's New Jersey gubernatorial campaign (when Mr. Corzine won, he appointed then-Representative Robert Menendez to his seat in the U.S. Senate). And she managed the campaigns of peers running for Harvard student government, including Rohit Chopra, now director of the U.S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.



"She really could sell a pork chop to a rabbi," Mr. Chopra said, describing Ms. Menendez's political skills to The Crimson in 2004.



She worked in television production and progressive politics, eventually focusing on media. She appeared on HuffPost Live, Fusion and PBS before landing at MSNBC in 2019.



She is also the host of a podcast, "
Latina to Latina
," a weekly interview show, now in its sixth year. As an interviewer, "she has this ability to bring people to the point of self-discovery," said 
Juleyka Lantigua
, who owns and produces the podcast with Ms. Menendez.



At MSNBC, she was the solo anchor of the network's "American Voices" program, which first aired in 2020, and is now one of three anchors on "The Weekend," with Michael Steele and Symone D. Sanders Townsend.



Ms. Menendez is a go-to source of support and strategy for friends, said Jose Antonio Vargas, a journalist and immigrant rights activist.



Before Mr. Vargas, who was born in the Philippines, revealed himself to be an undocumented immigrant in a 2011 New York Times Magazine 
story
, he turned to Ms. Menendez for advice. He stayed on her couch in her Washington apartment, and she prepared him to answer tough questions from the public and from TV personalities like Bill O'Reilly. "She is the kind of person that you want in a crisis," Mr. Vargas said.



(Ms. Menendez has interviewed Mr. Vargas on her news shows, as she has other friends, including Mr. Chopra, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau director, who declined to comment.)



In a crisis of her own, Ms. Menendez has maintained her composure, Mr. Vargas said. Last fall, she joined him for a Broadway performance of "
Here Lies Love
," a play he helped to produce. It was the first time he had seen her since her father was first indicted.



"How are you holding up?" he asked her.



"I am OK," he said she told him, in a manner that didn't invite further questions. "I can tell from the way she looked at me that that was all I could ask
."



'His father's umbrella'




Rob Menendez, a Democratic congressman from New Jersey, has worked to dispatch whispers that he is in Congress only because he was anointed, colleagues and friends say.




While Alicia Menendez has seemingly found a way to keep the bribery scandal at arm's length, it has been more difficult for her brother, whose career is more overtly tied to their father.



Two years ago, Rob Menendez announced he would run for his father's former congressional seat, and he was instantly embraced by a cadre of powerful New Jersey politicians, 
essentially guaranteeing him a win
 in the heavily Democratic district. He traded a job at a law firm where he was earning 
$456,000
 a year for a seat in Washington and a commuter marriage -- something his father cautioned, from experience, would be a strain on his wife and two young children, according to a confidant of both men.



He has since focused heavily on constituent services and sought to carve out a 
bipartisan policy niche
. It is an effort driven by a desire to prove his mettle and to dispatch the whispers that he is in Congress only because he was anointed, according to interviews with more than a dozen colleagues, constituents and friends.



"He has really made strides to get out from under -- from the beginning -- his father's umbrella," said Jimmy Davis, the mayor of Bayonne, N.J., one of the largest cities in the congressional district. "His thing was to make his mark and to set his own legacy."



But even as he tries to chart his own course, he appears intent on remaining the same loyal son who, at 32 years old, was the 
first witness called
 by his father's defense team during an unrelated 2017 corruption trial that ended with a hung jury.



In September, after Senator Menendez was again charged with accepting bribes, a cascade of prominent Democrats in New Jersey began calling for the senator's resignation.



Rob Menendez has not.



"He's my father," he said in a recent interview on 
PBS
, by way of explanation.



"In a situation where a family member is going through a challenge, you support them," he added, noting that "everybody deserves their shot in court to present their case."




The senator's legal challenges have cast a shadow on his son's re-election campaign. Rob Menendez is locked in a spirited primary contest with the mayor of Hoboken, N.J.




But there is little doubt that his father's legal troubles have cast a shadow on Rob Menendez's re-election effort.



In a state where party bosses can tamp down most viable primary challenges, particularly for popular incumbents, he is locked in a spirited contest for the Democratic nomination with the mayor of Hoboken, Ravi Bhalla.



Unlike in his first race in 2022, Rob Menendez struggled to 
raise money
 last year; as of January Mr. Bhalla had raised three times as much for the June 4 primary. Senator Menendez's trial is scheduled to take place in the weeks before the election, creating a potential public-relations disaster for his son.



"Clearly it is a horrible situation, and he doesn't deny that," said Bill Matsikoudis, a political supporter and friend. The congressman's strategy, Mr. Matsikoudis said, was to "double down on his work in the capital" and to be omnipresent in the district.



"I've seen some pretty impressive maturity, actually," Mr. Matsikoudis said.



But in late January, a social media feud flared between Mr. Menendez and Mr. Bhalla that vividly demonstrated his vulnerabilities.



Mr. Bhalla 
called Mr. Menendez
 the "entitled son of corrupt Bob 'Gold Bar' Menendez." Mr. Menendez 
said Mr. Bhalla's "posturing"
 about ending machine politics in New Jersey "was as believable as Donald Trump being a stable genius."



Each campaign has since 
released an internal poll
 that showed their candidate had the edge, and Democratic strategists expect the election to be close.



"Rob came out of the gate already swinging," said Hector Oseguera, a left-leaning Democrat who competed in 2020 for the seat Rob Menendez now holds and has been following the race closely. "That says he's concerned."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/nyregion/rob-alicia-menendez-msnbc.html
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Fed Holds Rates Steady and Projects Three Cuts This Year



Federal Reserve officials kept interest rates at 5.3 percent and projected they would lower borrowing costs in 2024 as the Fed chair struck a watchful tone.




"We're in a situation where if we ease too much or too soon, we could see inflation come back," said Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair.




By Jeanna Smialek


Mar 20, 2024


Federal Reserve officials left interest rates unchanged on Wednesday and continued to forecast that borrowing costs will come down somewhat by the end of the year as inflation eases.



Fed policymakers have been battling rapid inflation for two full years as of this month, and while they have been encouraged by recent progress, they are not yet ready to declare victory over price increases. Given that, they are keeping interest rates at a high level that is expected to weigh on growth and inflation, even as they signal that rate cuts are likely in the months ahead.



Officials held interest rates steady at about 5.3 percent, where they have been set since July, in their March 
policy decision
.



Policymakers also released a fresh set of 
quarterly economic estimates
 for the first time since December, and those projected that borrowing costs will end 2024 at 4.6 percent. That unchanged forecast suggests that they still expect to make three quarter-point rate cuts this year.



Central bankers are trying to guide the economy toward a soft landing -- a situation where inflation cools back to normal without a painful economic slowdown that pushes unemployment sharply higher. They want to make sure that they keep interest rates high long enough to bring price increases fully under control, but they also want to avoid overdoing it and causing a recession.



"The risks are really two-sided here: We're in a situation where if we ease too much or too soon, we could see inflation come back," Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, explained during a news conference on Wednesday. "If we ease too late, we could do unnecessary harm to employment."



Given those risks, officials are creeping toward rate cuts only cautiously. Mr. Powell avoided giving any hint when asked about when rate cuts might start, in a clear effort to keep the Fed's options open.



Because the Fed has not yet begun to lower rates, at least some of its expected cuts this year could come in the months approaching the November election. That could open the central bank up to criticism. Former President Donald J. Trump, who often pushed for lower interest rates when he was in office, has already suggested that it would be "
political
" for Mr. Powell to lower borrowing costs ahead of the election.



But Yelena Shulyatyeva, a senior economist at BNP Paribas, noted that rate cuts were likely to come well before the election. Many economists and 
investors now expect
 a move in June. And Gennadiy Goldberg, a rates strategist at TD Securities, said Fed officials could offset any political risk by making it clear why they were making their moves: because economic conditions have changed.



"They will try their best to sidestep any perception of impropriety," Mr. Goldberg said, explaining that the Fed, which is independent of the White House, has adjusted borrowing costs in election years before, and it's just a matter of "communication."



Rate cuts would signal a new stage in the Fed's inflation fight.



Fed officials had lifted rates rapidly from March 2022 to mid-2023 in a bid to hit the brakes on the economy. But they stopped the increases after July, in large part because inflation began to come down sharply toward the end of last year.



Price increases are now much more moderate than they were a few years ago. The 
Consumer Price Index measure
 stood at 3.2 percent in February, down sharply from a 9.1 percent peak in 2022. The Fed's preferred inflation measure, the Personal Consumption Expenditures index, comes out at more of a delay, but it is also down considerably. It stood 
at 2.8 percent
 in January after stripping out food and fuel costs for a sense of the underlying "core" price trend.



Fed officials have signaled in recent months that they expect to lower interest rates this year, because cooler inflation means that the Fed does not need to slow the economy so aggressively.



High interest rates weigh on demand by making it more expensive to borrow to buy a house or expand a business, setting off a chain reaction that trickles through the economy and cools the job market. That helps to tamp down inflation, but it also risks creating a painful recession.



Still, inflation is lingering above the Fed's 2 percent goal even after the 2023 progress, and its descent has recently stalled. January and February inflation readings were warmer than expected. Officials still hope that price increases will continue to fade this year, but they are keeping an eye on incoming data for any indication that they might be wrong.



Policymakers have suggested that they need greater "confidence" that inflation is coming back to 2 percent before they begin to cut interest rates.



The recent tick higher in price increases "certainly hasn't improved our confidence," Mr. Powell said, noting that the Fed does not "really know if this is a bump on the road or something more -- we'll have to find out."



Mr. Powell said a couple of months of warmer inflation data were not enough to suggest that progress on lowering inflation was reversing, though.



"They haven't really changed the overall story," he said, explaining that inflation is moving down gradually on a "sometimes bumpy road" to 2 percent.



Mr. Powell made it clear that officials were watching inflation closely as they thought about the path ahead for interest rates, but officials are also scrutinizing other business conditions.



The economy has retained surprising momentum while interest rates hover near a two-decade high. Fed officials forecast that growth will be stronger in 2024, 2025 and 2026 than they previously expected, based on their fresh estimates. Officials also projected that the unemployment rate would remain slightly lower this year than they had earlier anticipated.



Mr. Powell suggested that a strong job market would not be a reason in itself to hold off on cutting interest rates. Last year, the job market grew strongly as immigrants and other workers poured into it, but that did little to stop inflation from slowing.



But if the economy does retain more vigor, it could mean that it takes higher interest rates to slow it down over time.



Officials predicted that they might cut rates slightly less in 2025 than previously anticipated, removing one rate cut from their forecast next year.



The Fed also discussed its plans for its balance sheet of bond holdings at this meeting. Mr. Powell said officials did not make any decisions, but he signaled that they could soon begin to slow efforts to shrink their security holdings.



The Fed's balance sheet grew during the pandemic as the central bank purchased bonds in huge sums, first to calm markets and later to stimulate the economy. Officials want to pare those holdings back to more normal levels to avoid playing such a big role in financial markets. At the same time, they want to avoid overdoing the reduction so much that they risk market ruptures.



But for now, markets are especially attuned to what is likely to happen with interest rates -- how much they are going to come down, and when that might start.



Stocks rose as Mr. Powell spoke, perhaps interpreting his comments as a sign that officials are still willing to cut rates as long as progress on inflation holds up.



"We're looking for more good data, and we would certainly welcome it," Mr. Powell concluded.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/business/fed-meeting-interest-rates.html
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Biden Administration Announces Rule Aimed at Expanding Electric Vehicles



The regulation would require automakers to sell more electric vehicles and hybrids by gradually tightening limits on tailpipe pollution.




E.P.A. Administrator Michael S. Regan unveiled the new rules in Washington on Wednesday.




By Coral Davenport


Mar 20, 2024


The Biden administration on Wednesday issued one of the most significant climate regulations in the nation's history, a rule designed to ensure that the majority of new passenger cars and light trucks sold in the United States are all-electric or hybrids by 2032.



Nearly three years in the making, the new tailpipe pollution limits from the Environmental Protection Agency would transform the American automobile market. A record 1.2 million electric vehicles rolled off dealers' lots last year, but they made up just 7.6 percent of total U.S. car sales, far from the 56 percent target under the new regulation. An additional 16 percent of new cars sold would be hybrids.



Cars and other forms of transportation are, together, the largest single source of carbon emissions generated by the United States, pollution that is driving climate change and that helped to make 2023 the 
hottest year in recorded history
. Electric vehicles are central to President Biden's strategy to confront global warming, which calls for 
cutting the nation's emissions in half by the end of this decade.
 But E.V.s have also become politicized and are a flashpoint in the 2024 presidential campaign.



"
Three years ago, I set an ambitious target
: that half of all new cars and trucks sold in 2030 would be zero-emission," said Mr. Biden in a statement. "Together, we've made historic progress. Hundreds of new expanded factories across the country. Hundreds of billions in private investment and thousands of good-paying union jobs. And we'll meet my goal for 2030 and race forward in the years ahead."



The rule increasingly limits the amount of pollution allowed from tailpipes over time so that, by 2032, more than half the new cars sold in the United States would most likely be zero-emissions vehicles in order for carmakers to meet the standards.



That would avoid more than seven billion tons of carbon dioxide emissions over the next 30 years, according to the E.P.A. That's the equivalent of removing a year's worth of all the greenhouse gases generated by the United States, the country that has historically pumped the most carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. The regulation would provide nearly $100 billion in annual net benefits to society, according to the agency, including $13 billion of annual public health benefits thanks to improved air quality.



The standards would also save the average American driver about $6,000 in reduced fuel and maintenance over the life of a vehicle, the E.P.A. estimated.



The transition to electric vehicles would require enormous changes in manufacturing, infrastructure, technology, labor, global trade and consumer habits.




A BMW plant near Spartanburg, S.C. New rules are designed to make a majority of new vehicles sold in the United States all-electric or hybrids by 2032. 




And it has become politically fraught. Former President Donald J. Trump, who is campaigning to retake the White House from Mr. Biden in November, has sought to weaponize electric vehicles, repeating 
false claims
 during campaign rallies about their performance and affordability and using 
increasingly heated rhetoric
. Most recently, he warned of a "blood bath" in the middle of a remarks about electric vehicles.



The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, a lobbying organization, has started what it says is a "
seven figure
" campaign of advertising, phone calls and text messages against what it falsely calls "Biden's E.P.A. car ban" in the swing states Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Nevada and Arizona, as well as in Ohio, Montana and the Washington, D.C., market.



The E.P.A. regulation is not a ban. It does not mandate the sales of electric vehicles, and gas-powered cars and trucks could still be sold. Rather, it requires carmakers to meet tough new average emissions limits across their entire product line. It's up to the manufacturers to decide how to comply.



Under the Clean Air Act, the agency can limit the pollution generated by the total number of cars sold each year. E.P.A. officials said automakers could comply with the emissions caps by selling a mix of conventional gasoline-burning cars, hybrids, electric vehicles or other types of vehicles, such as cars powered by hydrogen. The new regulation, which would not apply to sales of used automobiles or light trucks, would take effect starting with model year 2027.



Car companies that exceed the new restrictions could face substantial penalties.




The regulations would tighten limits on tailpipe pollution.




John Bozzella, president of the Alliance for Automotive Innovation, which represents 42 car companies that produce nearly all the new vehicles sold in the United States, said in a statement that the new rule was "a stretch goal" but one that offered some flexibility. "The future is electric," he said. Still, the rules "are mindful of the importance of choice to drivers and preserve their ability to choose the vehicle that's right for them," he said.



But the rule is expected to face an immediate legal challenge by a coalition of fossil fuel companies and Republican attorneys general, complaints that are likely to wind their way to the Supreme Court.



"They may wish for us all to drive E.V.s or no cars at all, but at the end of the day that's not their decision," said Elizabeth Murrill, the attorney general of Louisiana, a major oil and gas producing state that has been involved in a series of lawsuits challenging the Biden E.P.A. "There is a limit to their authority to remake society in their own vision and the court has realized that."



The auto emissions rule is the most impactful of four major climate regulations from the Biden administration, including restrictions on emissions from 
power plants
, trucks and 
methane leaks from oil and gas wells
. The rule comes on top of the 
2022 Inflation Reduction Act
, the biggest climate law in the nation's history, which is providing at least $370 billion in federal incentives to support clean energy, including tax credits to buyers of electric vehicles.



The policies are intended to help the country meet Mr. Biden's target of cutting U.S. greenhouse emissions in half by 2030 and eliminating them by 2050. Climate scientists say all major economies must do the same if the world is to avert the most deadly and costly effects of climate change.



"These standards form what we see as a historic climate grand slam for the Biden administration," said Manish Bapna, president of the Natural Resources Defense Council Action Fund, a political action committee that aims to advance environmental causes.



Mr. Bapna's group has calculated that the four regulations, combined with the Inflation Reduction Act, would reduce the nation's greenhouse emissions 42 percent by 2030, getting the country most of the way to Mr. Biden's 2030 target.



Mr. Trump has promised to delete those climate programs should he return to the White House.



The Biden administration is racing to finalize climate regulations to protect them from one looming threat in a polarized political climate: According to statute, as long as the rule is published more than 60 legislative days before the end of the presidential term, it cannot be eliminated by a simple majority vote in Congress.




President Biden visited an electric Ford Mustang at the Detroit Auto Show in 2022. Electric vehicles are central to his administration's strategy to confront global warming.




In writing the final tailpipe regulation, the 
administration relaxed some elements in a concession
 to car manufacturers and their biggest union, the United Auto Workers.



Even though major auto companies have been investing substantially in building and marketing all-electric vehicles, they have complained that the pace of change required under the rule as originally proposed a year ago was too rapid.



Unionized auto workers, who fear a rapid transition to electric vehicles because they have fewer parts that require fewer workers to produce, and because many new E.V. plants are being built in states that don't support union labor, told the White House the same thing.



In a statement on Wednesday, the United Auto Workers said the E.P.A. had "come a long way to create a more feasible emissions rule" that would protect workers who build gas-powered cars while creating a path for car makers to "implement the full range of automotive technologies to reduce emissions."



Mr. Biden needs both cooperation from the auto industry and political support from the unionized auto workers who backed him in 2020. The auto industry employs thousands of voters in Michigan, a swing state that could determine who will win the White House in November.



In response, the final E.P.A. rule relaxed the pace at which automakers must comply with the rule in its early years, ramping it up sharply only after 2030.



That lowers the number of E. V.s that automakers must sell before 2030, and it also means that emissions will go down more slowly. Climate scientists have warned that emissions must drop sharply and quickly in order to stave off the most catastrophic impacts of climate change.



"E.P.A. caved to pressure from Big Auto, Big Oil and car dealers and riddled the plan with loopholes big enough to drive a Ford F150 through," said Dan Becker, director of the Center for Biological Diversity's Safe Climate Transport Campaign. Gas-powered cars would "dominate sales through much of this decade, guzzling and polluting into the middle of the century," he said.



E.P.A. officials said the final rule would still cut the same amount of emissions over 30 years.




An electric vehicle charging station in Barstow, Calif. Analysts project that the United States will need more than two million public chargers by 2030.




Asked about that trade-off in a telephone call with reporters, Michael S. Regan, the administrator of the E.P.A., said the changes were designed to lead to a "stronger, more durable" policy, in other words, one less likely to be rolled back by a future administration or the courts. "We're not sacrificing the environmental gains we want to see," he said.



Even if the new E.P.A. limits survive legal challenges, a transition away from the internal combustion engine depends on a number of other factors.



A lack of public charging stations for electric vehicles remains a problem. While more than 172,000 were installed last year, 
analysts project
 that the nation will need more than two million chargers by 2030 to support the growth in electric vehicles envisioned by the E.P.A. regulation.



At the same time, growth in sales of electric vehicles 
is slowing
, even as the new regulations would require a nearly tenfold increase in such sales within just eight years. Buyers of new electric vehicles are eligible for up to $7,500 in federal tax credits, but only 18 models are currently eligible for that full credit, down from about two dozen last year. One of those eligible models, the 
Ford F-150 Lightning
, an all-electric pickup truck that once had a waiting list of 200,000, last year saw sales of 24,000, far short of the 150,000 sales projected by Ford.



"At the end of the day, this is going to be up to consumers," said Stephanie Brinley, an analyst for the Auto Intelligence service at S&P Global Mobility. "They're being asked to change their patterns of what they drive, what they buy, how they interact with their vehicles. And you can't push them faster than they are going to go."
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Why Mainland Chinese Flocked to Hong Kong's New Global Visa



The city created a visa to lure professionals from around the world. Most of the takers were Chinese seeking better jobs, better schools and greater freedom.




About 55,000 mainland Chinese have used the program since December 2022.




By Joy Dong


Mar 20, 2024


To some foreign expatriates, Hong Kong has lost its appeal as an international city and no longer feels like home since Beijing took a heavier hand in its governance. But for many former mainland Chinese like Angelina Wang, it has become a more attractive place to live and work.



Ms. Wang, in her early 30s, was feeling stuck in her job at a state-owned finance company in 
Shenzhen
, a mainland city just across the border, when she read about a Hong Kong visa for professional workers. She quickly applied. As soon as she landed a job in Hong Kong -- at higher pay -- she told her boss that she was quitting and moved there.



"Salary in Hong Kong is higher than that in Shenzhen," Ms. Wang said. "A lot higher."



Ms. Wang was among about 55,000 mainland Chinese who have been granted this new "top talent" visa since December 2022. Hong Kong's semiautonomous status within China means that Chinese citizens need visas to live and work in the city.



Among visa holders now working in Hong Kong, many were employed in finance, information technology and commerce services, according to a survey by the city government in November. They had a monthly median income of 50,000 Hong Kong dollars, or about $6,400, more than twice the median income in Hong Kong.



Mainland Chinese interviewed by The New York Times cited several reasons for seeking the visa. Some said Hong Kong provided better pay and career opportunities, as well as better schools, greater freedom, and greater respect for women and people who are L.G.B.T.Q.



The wave of working professionals is a welcome development for Hong Kong. Beijing imposed a sweeping 
national security law on the city in 2020
 in response to 
pro-democracy protests
, and on Tuesday the Hong Kong government enacted 
another security law
 that gave the authorities even more power to punish dissent. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic
, Hong Kong rolled out some of the world's toughest travel restrictions, 
hurting its economy
. About 200,000 people left the city from the middle of 2019 to the end of 2022, according to city figures. The population has since ticked up by about the same amount to 7.5 million.




Hong Kong gained its reputation as an international city under its semiautonomous status when it was a British colony.





Exchange Square in Central, a major Hong Kong financial district. Another attraction of the city is its more open financial system.




The visa program that Ms. Wang applied to, called the Top Talent Pass Scheme, was designed to appeal worldwide. So far 95 percent of the applications have come from mainland China. The visa lasts for two years and can be extended as long as the holder remains employed by a local company or is self-employed by the time the visa expires.



The top talent visa is the easiest visa for mainland Chinese professionals to obtain. Visa holders don't have to be employed when they arrive. They can qualify by having either a bachelor's degree from one of the world's top 185 universities or an annual income over $320,000.



One factor propelling mainlanders to seek the Hong Kong visa is China's economy, which is experiencing a sharp real estate downturn. Ms. Wang, who works as a risk manager, said she was making better money in Hong Kong.



Another attraction is Hong Kong's open financial system, which provides more appealing job opportunities for people who work in banking or finance.



In the eyes of Chang Liang, a fund manager from Shanghai working in Hong Kong with a top talent visa, access to global markets offers advantages for people in his field.



"My business requires me to travel overseas frequently," he said, and it's easy to catch flights from Hong Kong. "The ease for travel is the major reason for my application for the Hong Kong visa," he added.




The Hong Kong Immigration Tower. The top talent visa is the easiest visa for mainland Chinese professionals to obtain.





Hong Kong's public schools are a draw for visa holders who have children. 




Hong Kong's schools are another draw for mainland Chinese. Three-quarters of 1,200 workers with various visas who were surveyed last fall by the Hong Kong Top Talent Services Association planned to enroll their children in Hong Kong schools. They said they believed that the schools offered a better education than their children's schools on the mainland, with a stronger focus on English learning.



About 36,000 children of top talent visa holders have been granted dependent visas to live in Hong Kong, according to the latest
 
government data.



On the social media platform Xiaohongshu, conversations with the hashtag "transferring to a new school in Hong Kong" have been viewed over eight million times.



Another talent visa holder, Elsa Chen, who is in her late 30s, landed a job as a brand specialist at a Hong Kong firm. She was planning to bring her 6-year-old son from Foshan, a midsize city in Guangdong Province, because of the schools.



"His class is packed with more than 50 students, but in Hong Kong, an average class has only about 20 students," she said.



Apart from citing tangible differences between Hong Kong and mainland China, several holders of top talent visas spoke of less visible ones, like the rule of law.



As a British colony, Hong Kong was long allowed to exercise a high degree of autonomy over its governance and laws -- a system that China promised to continue after Britain handed over control in 1997. This status has come under question in the past several years. Still, some of the migrants said they saw Hong Kong as an escape from mainland China.



Phoebe Ho, 27, said she had faced frequent sexual harassment in her job as a marketing officer at a major state-owned company in China. She felt unable to push back. She got the visa hoping to broaden her career options and find a better work culture.



Ms. Ho, who is lesbian, also noted that 
Hong Kong recognizes the rights of gay partners
, even though it does not officially recognize same-sex marriage.




Phoebe Ho came to Hong Kong hoping to find better work opportunities and a better work culture for women.





Will Wu initially hoped to emigrate to Canada, but moving to Hong Kong with a top talent visa was easier.




Will Wu, a banker from northern China, decided to leave China during the harsh Covid lockdown in 2022. He initially hoped to emigrate to Canada, but moving to Hong Kong under the top talent visa was easier.



"If China is a big ship, then Hong Kong is a lifeboat," Mr. Wu said.



He did not get as big a salary boost in Hong Kong as he had hoped, moving into another finance job, but he still thinks the move was worth it. Hong Kong, he said, "is not a particularly free place, but you know people here share an ideology that respects law." He hopes to stay long enough to become a permanent resident, which typically takes seven years.



The ordeal of Covid was also the last straw for Luka Liu, a logistics specialist, and his wife, Lorraine Liu, an accountant. The couple, both 27, had been thinking about leaving China. They had grown tired of having to attend Communist Party study sessions at their workplaces, a common activity in both the public and private sectors in recent years.



But the authorities in Hong Kong continue to hew closer to Beijing's rules. In February, they added a new national security assessment as part of the visa application process to ensure that people they define as a threat to Hong Kong cannot enter.



"If our conversation today is being monitored, or we are interrogated by our company or community, we won't hesitate to take our passports to go anywhere with freedom," Mr. Liu said.



"You can stop me from speaking out," he added, "but you can't change what I think and do."
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Critic's Notebook



Stepping Out From Hillary Clinton's Onscreen Shadow



For the past two decades, female presidential candidates on TV have been made in her image. Finally, that's beginning to change.




Clockwise from top left: Geena Davis in "Commander in Chief"; Tea Leoni in "Madam Secretary"; Bellamy Young in "Scandal"; Cherry Jones in "24 "; Hillary Clinton (center)




By Amanda Hess


Mar 20, 2024


"The Girls on the Bus" is a fizzy recasting of the campaign-trail memoir "Chasing Hillary" by Amy Chozick, who covered the 2016 election for The New York Times. But it is not a show about Hillary Clinton. Immediately, it takes pains to banish her persona from the screen. The Democratic front-runner of the pilot episode is a governor named Caroline Bennett (Joanna Gleason), and though she is a baby boomer (check) in a pantsuit (check), she also writes romance novels under a pseudonym.



It's a very un-Hillary detail, and it foretells a very un-Hillary downfall. Shortly after Chozick's reporter stand-in, Sadie McCarthy (Melissa Benoist), eagerly hops onto Bennett's bus, she finds her candidate sidelined by a sex scandal (and not her husband's).



These are silly choices, and savvy ones. Only when Clinton's baggage has been dumped is "The Girls on the Bus" free to repave the trail into an escapist romp. For the better part of two decades, Clinton has gripped the cultural imagination around the idea of a first female president. Hundreds of millions of Americans, of several generations, both supporters and critics, imagined it would be her. Screenwriters foresaw it, too. "The Girls on the Bus," now streaming on Max, is one of the first shows about presidential politics that is forced to contend with her absence. But it can't quite quit her.



As Clinton ran and lost and ran and lost in the real world, television universes selected a succession of fictionalized Hillarys to occupy their replica Oval Offices. Clinton's politics, her path, her bearing, her wardrobe, her haircut -- these character details could be mirrored or mocked or refuted onscreen, but they could not be ignored. 



When Cherry Jones played the first female president on "24," beginning in 2008, she 
told a reporter
, unprompted: "She's not Hillary. She has nothing to do with Hillary." But when Lynda Carter played an (alien!) president on "Supergirl" in 2016, 
she said
, "I used Hillary to prepare."




Caroline Bennett (Joanna Gleason) and Felicity Walker (Hettienne Park) on the campaign trail in "The Girls on the Bus."




Of course, Jones's president on "24" had something to do with Hillary. She was a serious person and a plausible choice. Before "24" -- before Clinton's first presidential run -- the ascension of a fictional female president was generally pitched as a freak accident. In the 1924 silent comedy "The Last Man on Earth," a "masculitis" pandemic kills virtually all men, leading a woman, "Presidentess," to rule witchlike over an unkempt White House.



More than 70 years later, the 1996 disaster comedy "Mars Attacks!" ends with a similar joke: After all the legitimate leaders are killed by Martians, it is the teenage first daughter (Natalie Portman) who assumes the role. In between, the 1964 comedy "Kisses for My President" shows a woman elected to the presidency, but then her body itself creates a national crisis: She becomes pregnant and resigns.



In the early 2000s, as Clinton jumped to the Senate after eight years as first lady, the archetype of the fictional female president transformed under her influence. Hillary, who possessed both personal drive and dynastic power, made a female president seem possible, even likely. 



When "Commander in Chief" premiered in 2005, with Geena Davis as a statuesque Independent, the very notion of a female president had become so fused to Hillary's imagined rise that conservative commentators 
accused the show
 of "subliminal socialist indoctrination" and "a nefarious plot to advance the notion of a Hillary Clinton presidency." The show lasted just one season.



As it happened, the "notion of a Hillary Clinton presidency" would be advanced in Hollywood well beyond Clinton's real-life losses: From 2017 to 2019, we saw a secretary of state (Tea Leoni) become the first female president on "Madame Secretary," a first lady (Robin Wright) become the first female president on "House of Cards," and a first lady turned U.S. senator (Bellamy Young) become the first female president on "Scandal."



As Clinton's television doubles proliferated, a pair of archetypes emerged. The female president was a most capable public servant, or she was an evil narcissist in thrall to power. In 2005, as Davis was confidently striding the White House halls in "Commander in Chief," projecting her nonpartisan feminist swagger, Patricia Wettig in "Prison Break, was orchestrating a shadowy conspiracy, scheming to murder her way into the Oval Office.



These characters -- the ultracompetent heroine and the morally flexible striver -- seemed to have been forged from Americans' polarized opinions of Clinton herself. The more complex versions of the character vacillate between those poles, and the rare achievement breaks from it: Julia Louis-Dreyfus is so delightful in "Veep" because her narcissism is matched only by her bumbling incompetence, which makes her just as undeserving of the presidency as the male politicians in her orbit.



Notably, few of these characters are actually elected to the presidency. In "Commander in Chief" and "Prison Break," a female vice president is sworn in after a sitting male president dies in office; a similar plot unfolds in "House of Cards" and "Veep," except she gets the job after the president resigns. And on "Scandal," Young's character takes office when her winning rival is assassinated during his victory speech. 



In these alternate histories, a female president is not depicted as a total catastrophe (in the "Scandal" universe, a rival's assassination is a fairly standard turn of events), but her rise is still somewhat accidental, unwanted or unearned. Nobody actually has to vote for her.



These convoluted ascensions speak to the central contradiction of Clinton and her fictional counterparts: It was easier to imagine her being the president than becoming the president. America could envision her as a leader as long as she could overcome the suspicion that she wanted it too much. She was considered at once inevitable and unelectable. Onscreen, the paradox of female ambition could be instantly resolved with a fatal heart attack or a spray of bullets. The fake first female president could be depicted as appropriately humble (she never even wanted to be president!) or else nakedly ambitious (of course she wanted it, and she didn't have to convince voters otherwise). Not so in real life.



Barring a truly soap-operatic twist, Hillary Clinton will not be America's first female president. Where does pop culture's imagination go from here? "The Girls on the Bus" pitches it in a few directions. When the front-runner, Caroline Bennett, drops out, two women emerge in her place: the wry Gen X senator Felicity Walker (Hettienne Park) and the millennial waitress turned democratic socialist Althea Abdi (Tala Ashe). 



It sometimes feels like these women have been studiously constructed to tick various diversity boxes, representing a range of generations and implied backgrounds, but even they cannot totally escape Hillary's shadow: At a key moment, one of them wears a suffragist white suit.



But at least there are three of them. One reason Hillary's pop-cultural omnipresence felt staid and oppressive was that it suggested that politics had room only for her. Now that she's gone, it's become possible for multiple women to rise.
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Review: '3 Body Problem' Is a Galaxy-Brained Spectacle



The Netflix sci-fi adaptation has done its physics homework, even if it sometimes falls short on the humanities.




Sea Shimooka in "3 Body Problem," a Netflix series that combines spectacular imagery with big ideas.




By James Poniewozik


Mar 20, 2024


The aliens who menace humankind in Netflix's "3 Body Problem" believe in doing a lot with a little. Specifically, they can unfold a single proton into multiple higher dimensions, enabling them to print computer circuits with the surface area of a planet onto a particle smaller than a pinprick.



"3 Body Problem," the audacious adaptation of a hard-sci-fi trilogy by Liu Cixin, is a comparable feat of engineering and compression. Its first season, arriving Thursday, wrestles Liu's inventions and physics explainers onto the screen with visual grandeur, thrills and wow moments. If one thing holds it back from greatness, it's the characters, who could have used some alien technology to lend them an extra dimension or two. But the series's scale and mind-bending turns may leave you too starry-eyed to notice.



David Benioff and D.B. Weiss, partnering here with Alexander Woo (
"The Terror: Infamy"
), are best known for translating George R.R. Martin's incomplete "A Song of Ice and Fire" fantasy saga into "Game of Thrones." Whatever your opinions of that series -- and 
there are plenty
 -- it laid out the duo's strengths as adapters and their weaknesses as creators of original material.



Beginning with Martin's finished novels, Benioff and Weiss converted the sprawling tomes into heady popcorn TV with epic battles and intimate conversations. Toward the end, working from outlines or less, they rushed to a finish and let 
visual spectacle
 overshadow the once-vivid characters.



In "3 Body," however, they and Woo have a complete story to work with, and it's a doozy. It announces its sweep up front, opening with a Chinese scientist's public execution during Mao's Cultural Revolution, then jumping to the present day, when a wave of notable physicists are inexplicably dying by suicide.



The deaths may be related to several strange phenomena. Experiments in particle accelerators around the world suddenly find that the last several decades' worth of research is wrong. Brilliant scientific minds are being sent futuristic headsets of unknown provenance that invite them to join an uncannily realistic virtual-reality game. Oh, also, one night all the stars in the sky start blinking on and off.



It all suggests the working of an advanced power, not of the cuddly E.T. variety. What starts as a detective mystery, pursued by the rumpled intelligence investigator Clarence Da Shi (Benedict Wong), escalates to a looming war of the worlds. What the aliens want and what they might do to get it is unclear at first, but as Clarence intuits, "Usually when people with more advanced technology encounter people with more primitive technology, doesn't work out well for the primitives."



Most of the first season's plot comes straight from Liu's work. The biggest changes are in story structure and location. Liu's trilogy, while wide-ranging, focused largely on Chinese characters and had 
specifically Chinese
 historical and political overtones. Benioff, Weiss and Woo have globalized the story, shifting much of the action to London, with a multiethnic cast. (Viewers interested in a more literal rendition of Liu's story can watch last year's stiff but thorough 
Chinese adaptation
 on Peacock.)



They've also given Liu's heavy science a dose of the humanities. Liu is a brilliant novelist of speculative ideas, but his characters can read like figures from story problems. In the series, a little playful dialogue goes a long way toward leavening all the Physics 101.



So does casting. Wong puffs life into his generically hard-boiled gumshoe. Liam Cunningham (Davos Seaworth in "Thrones") stands out as Thomas Wade, a sharp-tongued spymaster, as does Rosalind Chao as Ye Wenjie, an astrophysicist whose brutal experience in the Cultural Revolution makes her question her allegiance to humanity. Zine Tseng is also excellent as the young Ye.



More curious, if understandable, is the decision to shuffle and reconfigure characters from throughout Liu's trilogy into a clique of five attractive Oxford-grad prodigies who carry much of the narrative: Jin Cheng (Jess Hong), a dogged physicist with personal ties to the dead-scientists case; Auggie Salazar (Eiza Gonzalez), an idealistic nanofibers researcher; Saul Durand (Jovan Adepo), a gifted but jaded research assistant; Will Downing (Alex Sharp), a sweet-natured teacher with a crush on Jin; and Jack Rooney (John Bradley of "Thrones"), a scientist turned snack-food entrepreneur and the principal source of comic relief.




John Bradley and Jess Hong in "3 Body Problem." Part of the series takes place in a virtual-reality world reached via a mysterious headset.




The writers manage to bump up Liu's one-dimensional characterizations to two-ish, but the "Oxford Five," with the exception of Jin, don't feel entirely rounded. This is no small thing; in a fantastical series like "Thrones" or "Lost," it is the memorable individuals -- your Arya Starks and your Ben Linuses -- who hold you through the ups and downs of the story.



The plot, however, is dizzying and the world-building immersive, and the reportedly galactic budget looks well and creatively spent on the screen. Take the virtual-reality scenes, through which "3 Body" gradually reveals its stakes and the aliens' motives. Each character who dons the headset finds themselves in an otherworldly version of an ancient kingdom -- China for Jin, England for Jack -- which they are challenged to save from repeating cataclysms caused by the presence of three suns (hence the series's title).



"3 Body" has a streak of techno-optimism even at its bleakest moments, the belief that the physical universe is explicable even when cruel. The universe's inhabitants are another matter. Alongside the race to save humanity is the question of whether humanity is worth saving -- a group of alien sympathizers, led by a billionaire environmentalist (Jonathan Pryce), decides that Earth would benefit from a good cosmic intervention.



All this attaches the show's brainiac spectacle to big humanistic ideas. The threat in "3 Body" is looming rather than imminent -- these are not the kind of aliens who pull up quick and 
vaporize the White House
 -- which makes for a parallel to the existential but gradual threat of climate change. Like "Thrones," with its White Walkers lurking beyond the Wall, "3 Body" is in part a collective-action problem.



It is also morally provocative. Liu's novels make an argument that in a cold, indifferent universe, survival can require a hard heart; basing decisions on personal conscience can be a kind of selfishness and folly. The series is a bit more sentimental, emphasizing relationships and individual agency over game theory and determinism. But it's willing to go dark: In a striking midseason episode, the heroes make a morally gray decision in the name of planetary security, and the consequences are depicted in horrifying detail.



Viewers new to the story should find it exciting on its own. (You do not need to have read the books first; you should never need to read the books to watch a TV series.) But the book trilogy does go to some weird, grim -- and presumably challenging to film -- places, and it will be interesting to see if and how future seasons follow.



For now, there's flair, ambition and galaxy-brain twists aplenty. Sure, this kind of story is tough to pull off beginning to end (see, again, "Game of Thrones"). But what's the thrill in creating a headily expanding universe if there's no risk of it collapsing?
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Ohtani Makes South Korean Fans Forget Rivalry With Japan



Baseball fans in South Korea have embraced the superstar from Japan, despite the longtime rivalry and history between the two countries.




Shohei Ohtani during an exhibition game at Gocheok Sky Dome in Seoul on Sunday.




By John Yoon


Mar 19, 2024


Shohei Ohtani is a soft-spoken, 6-foot-4 powerhouse. He is a unicorn: one of baseball's best hitters and pitchers, the first to dominate both in nearly a century. He might one day be considered the greatest ever to play the game.



He's also from Japan, the former 
colonizer
 of South Korea. The nations' relationship is still marked by 
tension
 and intense 
rivalry
. But that hasn't stopped South Korean baseball fans from idolizing a fellow East Asian player whose achievements are so rare they nearly defy imagination.



Fans say they admire his blend of understated charm and herculean athletic prowess, which earned him a record 
$700 million
 to play with the Los Angeles Dodgers for 10 years.



When he landed in Seoul on Friday for a 
series of games
 that will open the Major League Baseball season, he was 
greeted
 at the airport by a crowd resembling one that might arrive for a K-pop idol.



"It doesn't matter if he's from Japan," said Yoo Jee-ho, a veteran South Korean sports journalist. "If you're a baseball fan, you appreciate that kind of talent."




Ohtani's arrival at Incheon International Airport on Friday drew cameras and a crowd of enthusiastic fans. 




For what's being billed as the Seoul Series at Gocheok Sky Dome, tickets rapidly sold out to see the 29-year-old phenom play for his new team, the Dodgers. The series will include the first regular season M.L.B. games in South Korea, with the Dodgers playing the San Diego Padres on Wednesday and Thursday.



When Kim Sohye, a 15-year-old from Busan, arrived in Seoul for the Dodgers' exhibition game against a South Korean team on Sunday, the first thing she did before entering the stadium was to purchase a Shohei Ohtani jersey.



"He's handsome," she said, laughing shyly and blushing a little. "He's tall, and he's really good at baseball."



Ohtani's 2023 season was one for the ages. He struck out his then M.L.B.-teammate, Mike Trout, to lead 
Japan to victory
 at the World Baseball Classic.



A fan on 
Reddit
 described Ohtani as "not a human" after his feats at the tournament, which included crushing a double at 
118 miles per hour
, a feat of incredible strength, and stealing third base, which requires remarkable speed.



"What he is able to do seems like it should be impossible," the fan wrote.



His season ended early because of an 
injury
 to his throwing elbow. Still, he became the first player to unanimously win baseball's 
Most Valuable Player
 
Award twice
, which he celebrated in typical low-key fashion by high-fiving his dog on camera and not speaking to the media. 




Fans on Sunday at Gocheok Sky Dome, where the Dodgers and the San Diego Padres both played exhibition games against Korean teams.




When Ohtani played in his new team colors on Sunday against the Kiwoom Heroes, Lee Suhyeon, 41, was there.



"I barely got a ticket after someone else canceled," said Lee, a longtime baseball fan from Daegu, a city about two hours from Seoul, who had never cheered for a Japanese athlete before. He managed to secure a seat for $45.



"It's not just about his skill," Lee said, "but also his personality, his attitude, his mind control, his professionalism."



South Koreans' embrace of Ohtani coincides with thawing diplomatic relations with Japan. President Yoon Suk Yeol announced last year that South Korea would stop demanding reparations from Japan for wartime 
forced labor
. Japan's prime minister, Fumio Kishida, then 
traveled to Seoul
 for a bilateral meeting, the first such visit in 12 years.



And maybe the sting has finally begun to fade from South Korea's loss to Japan in the 
2009 World Baseball Classic championship
.




Japan's team celebrated their 5-3 victory over South Korea in the 10-inning championship game of the 2009 World Baseball Classic at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. 




"Japan and Korea, they've always had a great rivalry," Ohtani acknowledged at a news conference in Seoul on Saturday. "I've always watched the games between Japan and Korea," he added, "and always respected, looked up to Team Korea and the Korean players."



Ohtani was previously in the South Korean capital as part of Japan's 18-and-under team when it played in the world championship in 2012. South Korea was "one of my favorite countries" at the time, he said, and he was glad to return.



At least some of the demand for tickets for the games in Seoul is fueled by fans of the South Korean players who are returning home, like the Padres' Ha-Seong Kim, who last year became t
he first Asian-born infielder to win a Gold Glove
, given to the best fielder at each position in each league. Many South Koreans are also fans of the Dodgers, for which Chan Ho Park, the star pitcher, once played.




Ha-Seong Kim of the San Diego Padres at bat during an exhibition game at Gocheok Sky Dome on Sunday.




But the South Korean fervor for the Ohtani is real. A 
YouTube short
 about Ohtani on a South Korean fan's account was viewed at least 5.9 million times.



South Korean players have praised him, too. "What sets Ohtani apart is his mental strength," said Park, the former Dodger, according to 
The Japan Times
. "Now we have some great young players in Korea who are aspiring to be like Ohtani."



The rivalry between Japan's and South Korea's national baseball teams has been one of the fiercest in any sport. South Korean fans have long seen Japan as a target to be surpassed.



Attitudes toward Ohtani stand in sharp contrast to how fans might remember Japan's Ichiro Suzuki, a star player two decades ago that South Korean fans frequently booed.



"Ichiro has said some things that Korean fans didn't like," said Yoo, the South Korean sports journalist. In contrast, Ohtani has been "pretty respectful," he said. "I think Korean fans appreciate the kind of talent that he is. I don't think there's a lot of hatred toward this guy."




South Korean fans have embraced the visiting Major League Baseball teams in Seoul, purchasing jerseys and memorabilia ahead of the season-opening series.




Aspiring South Korean baseball players have also viewed Ohtani as a hero who has defied Western stereotypes of Asian athletes, according to Barney Yoo, the director of international operations at the Korea Baseball Organization, which governs South Korea's top league.



"There's a stereotype, which might be partly based on truth, that there's a certain barrier that Asian players cannot overcome," Yoo said. "But Ohtani is writing new history," he added. "He's given a lot of motivation and hope."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/19/world/asia/ohtani-japan-south-korea.html
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Japan's Labor Market Has a Lesson for the Fed: Women Can Surprise You



Japan's improved labor force participation for women is a reminder not to assume that job market limits are clear and finite.




Working-age Japanese women have been joining the labor market steadily over the past decade.




By Jeanna Smialek


Mar 19, 2024


Japan's economy has rocketed into the headlines this year as inflation returns for the first time in decades, workers win wage gains and the 
Bank of Japan raises
 interest rates for the first time in 17 years.



But there's another, longer-running trend happening in the Japanese economy that could prove interesting for American policymakers: Female employment has been steadily rising.



Working-age Japanese women have been joining the labor market for years, a trend that has continued strongly in recent months as a tight labor market prods companies to work to attract new employees.



The jump in female participation has happened partly by design. Since about 2013, the Japanese government has tried to make both public policies and corporate culture more friendly to women in the work force. The goal was to attract a new source of talent at a time when the world's fourth-largest economy faces an aging and shrinking labor market.



"Where Japan did well over the recent decade is putting the care infrastructure in place for working parents," Nobuko Kobayashi, a partner at EY-Parthenon in Japan, wrote in an email.



Still, even some who were around when the "womenomics" policies were designed have been caught off guard by just how many Japanese women are now choosing to work thanks to the policy changes and to shifting social norms.



"We all underestimated it," said Adam Posen, the president of the Peterson Institute for International Economics, who advised the Japanese government while it was instituting the policies meant to bring on more female workers. Mr. Posen thought at the time that they might be able to get perhaps 800,000 women into the labor market, far fewer than the 
roughly three million
 who have actually joined (albeit 
many of them
 are part time).



It's a surprise that could serve as an important reminder to economic officials around the world. Economists often try to guess how much a nation's labor force can expand by extrapolating from history -- and they tend to assume that there are limits to how many people can be lured into the labor market, since some are likely to stay home as caretakers or for other reasons.



But history has served as a poor guide in Japan over the past decade as social standards, marriage rates and fertility rates have shifted. And the lesson provided by the Japanese experience is simple: Women may be a bigger potential labor force than economists typically count on.



"Clearly, women in Japan wanted to work," Mr. Posen said. "It raises questions about what is a reasonable expectation for female labor force participation."



That message could be a relevant one for the United States' central bank, the Federal Reserve.



How much room the U.S. labor market has to expand is a key question for the Fed in 2024. Over the past year, inflation has come down in the United States and wage pressures have moderated even as hiring has stayed strong and the economy has expanded rapidly. That positive outcome has been possible because the nation's supply of workers has been expanding.



Labor force growth has come from two big sources in recent years: Immigration has picked up, and labor force participation 
has been recovering
 after falling during the pandemic. That is especially true for women in their 
prime working
 years, between the ages of 25 to 54, who have been participating in the job market at record or near-record rates.



Now, economists are asking whether the expansion can continue. Immigration into the United States does appear to be poised to persist: Economists at Goldman Sachs said the United States could add about one million more immigrants than normal this year. The question is whether participation will continue to pick up.



For the moment, it appears to be leveling off on an overall basis over the past year or so. Given that the population is aging, and older people work less, many 
economists say
 the overall number could stay steady and even fall over time. Given those trends, some economists doubt that the improvement in labor supply can continue.



"Further rebalancing of the labor market will need to come from slower growth in labor demand rather than continued rapid growth in worker supply," one analysis from the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco 
concluded
 this year.



But in the late 2010s, economists also thought that the American labor market had little room to add new workers -- only to find themselves surprised as people kept coming back from the sidelines.



And while female prime-age working rates have held fairly steady since last summer, the Japanese experience raises the question: Could American women in particular end up working in bigger numbers?



The United States once had higher female labor force participation for working-age women than other advanced economies, but it has now been surpassed by many, including Japan as of 2015.



These days, about 77 percent of prime-age women in the United States have a job or are looking for one. That number is about 83 percent 
for Japanese women
, up from about 74 percent a decade ago and about 65 percent in the early 1990s. Japanese women now 
work in
 shares that are about on a par with Australia, although some nations like Canada still have higher working-age female labor force participation.



Those changes came about for several reasons. The Japanese government made some important policy moves, for one thing, such as increasing child care center capacity.



The nation's changing attitudes toward family also played a role in freeing up women for work. The average 
age of people marrying for the first time
 has been steadily rising, and 
fertility rates
 are at record lows.



"Delaying marriage, delaying childbearing years, not getting married at all -- that's the big societal backdrop," said Paul Sheard, an economist who has long been focused on the nation.



But there have been limits. There 
is still a tax penalty
 for second earners in the nation, and the quality of jobs women hold is not great. They are often lower-paid and for limited hours. Women are also largely absent from leadership ranks in Japanese companies.



Kathy Matsui, the former vice chair of Goldman Sachs Group's Japan unit and the woman who 
spearheaded womenomics
 as an idea, has said the effort 
needs
 continued work.



Still, Japan's experience could offer hints at what lies ahead in the United States. Fertility and marriage rates are also down in America, for instance, which could create space for working rates among young and middle-aged women to keep rising in the near term, although it does plant the seeds for a smaller population and economy down the road. Remote or hybrid work arrangements could also make it easier for caretakers to work.



And some of the more family-friendly policies that Japan has used could be a model for the United States, experts said.



"Where Japan did well over the recent decade is putting the care infrastructure in place for working parents," Ms. Kobayashi at EY-Parthenon said, noting that children on the nursery center waiting lists decreased to 2,680 this year from 19,900 five years earlier.



But Japan could learn from the United States' more flexible work culture, said Wendy Cutler, vice president at the Asia Society Policy Institute. That allows women to avoid dropping out of the job market and disrupting their career paths when they do have children.



"Looking at the quality of these jobs is going to be more and more important," Ms. Cutler said.
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U.S. Debt Races Toward Record This Decade, C.B.O. Warns



Recently passed spending limits have slightly improved the nation's fiscal outlook.




The deficits projected by the Congressional Budget Office were smaller than its forecasts from last year.




By Alan Rappeport


Mar 20, 2024


The federal debt as a share of the U.S. economy is poised to hit a record by 2029 and will continue to rise over the next three decades, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said on Wednesday in a report that laid out the nation's long-term fiscal challenges.



In its latest 30-year outlook, the budget office warned that rising debt will pose "significant risks" to the U.S. economic outlook in the coming years, pushing up interest payments to foreign bondholders and slowing economic growth. By 2054, the cost of interest payments on the debt will double to 6.3 percent of gross domestic product and spending on social safety net programs will account for more than half of the rest of the nation's outlays.



The report outlined the nation's long-term fiscal challenges at a moment when the United States continues to borrow heavily to pay for increased federal spending along with rising interest payments on its debt. An aging population is expected to further strain the government's coffers as more Americans become eligible for Social Security and Medicare in the coming years.



The debt as a share of gross domestic product is projected to rise to a record 107 percent in 2029 and to 166 percent in 2054.



The budget office also upgraded its growth outlook for the next three decades, largely based on growth in the size of the labor force from increased immigration.



The long-term outlook can be challenging to forecast as geopolitical events and public health crises can lead to dramatic swings in spending and output. The C.B.O. report assumes that the 2017 tax cuts that are scheduled to expire in 2025 will sunset at that time, which would result in savings to the government. However, many of those tax changes are very likely to be extended and could exacerbate the federal deficit.



The deficits projected by the C.B.O. were smaller than its forecasts from last June as a result of annual spending caps imposed by the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023
. Lawmakers are working on a new $1 trillion spending bill that President Biden could soon sign into law that adheres to those limits.



Fiscal watchdogs continue to warn that lawmakers are overlooking a looming crisis by failing to address the national debt more aggressively.



"This is yet another reminder that politicians put political priorities ahead of the long-term health of the country," Maya MacGuineas, president of the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, said in a statement
. "
There is no way to look at these eye-popping numbers without realizing we need to make a change."



Reducing deficits has proved to be challenging for lawmakers from both parties, particularly because of the resistance to restructuring social safety net programs such as Social Security and Medicare.



The White House budget last week called for tax increases on corporations and the rich that would cut the deficit by $3 trillion over the next decade. Former President Donald J. Trump had promised in 2016 to wipe out the national debt over eight years, but oversaw a widening of the budget shortfall while in office and has promised more tax cuts if re-elected.
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France Fines Google Amid A.I. Dispute With News Media



The French competition authority said the tech giant failed to negotiate fair licensing deals with media outlets and did not tell them it was using their articles to train its chatbot.




Google has been entangled in a long-running dispute with publishers about how much to pay for displaying news content in search results and other services. 




By Adam Satariano


Mar 20, 2024


French regulators on Wednesday said Google failed to notify news publishers that it was using their articles to train its artificial intelligence algorithms, part of a wider ruling against the company for its negotiating practices with media outlets.



The disclosure by the French competition authority was part of a 
fine of 250 million euros
, or about $270 million, for failing to negotiate fair licensing deals with media companies to publish article links in search results. Officials also criticized the company for using news articles to train its A.I. chatbot, now called Gemini, without telling media companies or giving them a method to prevent their content from being used until September of last year.



Google has been entangled in a long-running dispute with publishers about how much to pay for displaying news content in search results and other services. Meta, the owner of Facebook and Instagram, has also struggled with government efforts to force compensation for publishers in 
Australia
 and 
Canada
.



The debate has taken on new urgency as media outlets object to the use of their articles to train A.I. systems. The New York Times 
sued
 OpenAI and Microsoft in December, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.



French regulators said legal questions about the fair use of news content to train A.I. applications had "not yet been settled." Still, the authorities said, Google violated a past deal with the government by "failing to inform publishers of the use of their content for their Bard software," using the former name of Google's A.I. chatbot.



French authorities have sided with local publishers who argue that Google and other large technology companies have unfairly profited from their content without fair payment. In 2022, regulators fined Google EU500 million and ordered it to negotiate licensing deals with French publishers.



Regulators said Google did not negotiate in good faith with publishers because it failed to share necessary information with a monitor assigned to the deal talks. Authorities said Google used "opaque" data when determining what to pay publishers and did not fully account for all the different ways the company was making money from content produced by media outlets.



Google said the fine was "not proportionate to issues raised" by the regulator, but agreed to the penalty announced on Wednesday.



"We have compromised because it is time to turn the page and, as our numerous agreements with publishers prove, we want to focus on sustainable approaches in order to connect internet users with quality content and work constructively with publishers," the company 
said in a statement
.
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Intel to Receive $8.5 Billion in Grants to Build Chip Plants



The award, to be announced by President Biden at a plant in Arizona, is the biggest the government has made under a new program that aims to rebuild the nation's semiconductor manufacturing industry.




An Intel semiconductor factory under construction in Arizona in 2021. The award is set to help fund projects in Arizona, Ohio, New Mexico and Oregon.




By Madeleine Ngo, Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Don Clark


Mar 20, 2024


President Biden plans to announce on Wednesday that his administration will award up to $8.5 billion in grants to Intel, a major investment to bolster the nation's semiconductor production, during a tour of battleground states meant to sell his economic agenda.



Mr. Biden is set to make the announcement during a visit to the Intel campus in the Phoenix suburb of Chandler, Ariz., White House officials said. The award, which will go to the construction and expansion of Intel facilities around the United States, is the biggest the federal government has made with funding from the 
CHIPS Act
, which lawmakers passed in 2022 to help re-establish the United States as a leader in semiconductor manufacturing.



The Biden administration, equipped with $39 billion in subsidies to distribute, is spearheading an ambitious effort to ramp up production of the tiny chips that power everything from smartphones to computers and cars. The effort is at the center of Mr. Biden's goal to reduce America's reliance on foreign countries: Although semiconductors were invented in the United States, only about 10 percent of the world's chips are made domestically.



In addition to the grants, the federal government is planning to award Intel up to $11 billion in loans on what the company characterized as generous terms. Intel is also expected to claim federal tax credits that could cover 25 percent of the expense of its U.S. expansion projects, which are expected to cost more than $100 billion over five years.



The grants are intended to help fund the company's construction plans in Arizona, Ohio, New Mexico and Oregon. The projects are expected to create more than 10,000 manufacturing jobs and roughly 20,000 construction jobs, according to Biden administration officials.



In Arizona, the money will help fund Intel's recent construction of two advanced plants and the modernization of another facility. The money will also help establish an entirely new site near Columbus, Ohio, starting with two factories, in its first move to a new U.S. region in more than 40 years.



In Rio Rancho, N.M., Intel will use the federal funds to transform two plants into advanced packaging facilities, where chips are assembled together to enhance performance and reduce costs. The company will also expand and modernize an innovation hub in Hillsboro, Ore., which is expected to further the company's technological leadership and development of new innovations.



Gina Raimondo, the secretary of commerce, whose department is overseeing the distribution of the grants, said the award would help ramp up the country's production of the most advanced semiconductors, which are used in artificial intelligence, smartphones, supercomputers and the most sensitive military hardware. The United States currently produces none.



"We rely on a very small number of factories in Asia for all of our most sophisticated chips," Ms. Raimondo said during a call with reporters. "That's untenable and unacceptable. It's an economic security problem, it's a national security problem, and we're going to change that."



Ms. Raimondo said the Intel award would be the single largest grant to a chipmaker under the new program. The investment will also help put the United States on track to 
produce roughly 20 percent
 of the world's leading-edge chips by the end of the decade, she said.



Mr. Biden and his Democratic allies view the semiconductor investments as a key way to try to turn around perceptions of the economy among voters in battleground states like Arizona.



"We have not been talking to folks about the issues that President Biden has been delivering on, and that's what we are determined to do," Yolanda Bejarano, the Arizona Democratic Party chairwoman, said on Tuesday, adding that Democrats would need to talk more about the effects of the semiconductor investments.



Although Intel will have to meet certain milestones before the money is distributed, senior Biden administration officials said they expected the funds to start flowing to the company by the end of this year.



Patrick Gelsinger, Intel's chief executive, told reporters in a briefing on Tuesday evening that the government incentives represented a proud moment for his company and a major achievement for politicians of both parties. Though satisfied with the incentives earmarked for Intel, he said officials might need to invest more in the industry to reverse decades of shifting investment from the United States to countries in Asia.



"It doesn't get fixed in one three- to five-year program," Mr. Gelsinger said. "I do think we'll need at least a CHIPS 2 to finish that job."



Intel is the fourth company to receive a federal award under the new program, and brings the total announced grants to more than $10 billion. The first three grants -- to GlobalFoundries, Microchip Technology and BAE Systems -- were to makers of legacy chips, which are created with older production processes but are still used in many products like cars and dishwashers.



Biden administration officials are expected to announce more awards in the coming months to other major chipmakers, including the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, Samsung and Micron Technology. Those companies have also made 
major investments in new or expanded semiconductor manufacturing
 plants in the United States in recent years.



The United States' dependence on Asia for its chips has become even more pronounced with the rise of artificial intelligence; nearly all chips used to power the latest generative A.I. services were manufactured in Taiwan by T.S.M.C., though designed by the Silicon Valley company Nvidia.



Intel has been trying to change that by developing new manufacturing technology, beginning to build chips designed by other companies and lobbying heavily for the legislation. The investment in Intel is intended to help enable U.S. companies lead in the A.I. industry by ensuring there is a domestic supply of advanced chips.



About $50 million of federal funding will be set aside for Intel to spend on training and developing its work force. Many semiconductor companies and industry groups have 
voiced concerns about potential shortages
 of technicians, engineers and other workers to fill all of the positions that will be created once the facilities are constructed.



In total, private companies have announced more than $240 billion in semiconductor and electronic manufacturing investments since Mr. Biden took office, according to administration officials. Some chipmakers, however, have 
run into obstacles
 while trying to expand their domestic manufacturing capacity, resulting in delays.
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Oil Executives, Meeting in Texas, Cast Doubts on 'Fantasy' Energy Transition



The comments by a Saudi executive raised questions regarding whose predictions about the future of oil and gas are more likely to be true.




Amin Nasser at the Houston energy and tech conference. 




By Max Bearak and Brad Plumer


Mar 19, 2024


To some, it felt like the oil executive blurted the quiet part out loud.



"We should abandon the fantasy of phasing out oil and gas," said Amin Nasser, head of what is, by far, the world's biggest oil producer, Saudi Aramco.



The energy transition was "visibly failing," he added, saying that 
predictions of impending peak oil and gas demand
 were flatly wrong. The room, full of representatives of the fossil-fuel industry at a conference in Houston, greeted the statement with applause.



Mr. Nasser's comments spoke to the starkly divergent visions of what role fossil fuels will play in the global economy over the coming decades. The burning of fossil fuels is the main driver of climate change.



The oil industry maintains that their products, namely petroleum and natural gas, will play a dominant role for decades to come. And they are investing in new development, particularly in gas, with that in mind.



On the other hand, the International Energy Agency, regarded as one of the foremost authorities on that question, projects that oil and gas demand will peak by 2030 as renewable energy and electric vehicle sales grow exponentially, spurred by incentives and subsidies. Just a few months ago, at the biggest annual climate summit, 
negotiators from nearly all the world's nations agreed
 to transition "away from fossil fuels."



In an interview with the Times last year, Fatih Birol, the I.E.A.'s executive director, said he thought the likes of Mr. Nasser weren't seeing the whole picture. "I have a gentle suggestion to oil executives, they only talk among themselves," he said. "They should talk to car manufacturers, to the heat pump industry, to the renewable industry, to investors, and see what they all think the future of energy looks like."



However Mr. Nasser, in his Texas speech this week, suggested that the I.E.A. was the one misreading the markets by focusing too heavily on rich countries and ignoring the enormous surge in demand for energy expected across countries in Asia and Africa that are just beginning to industrialize.



His retort was, essentially, to ask if the I.E.A. thought oil and gas companies were throwing their money away by collectively investing trillions of dollars in increasing exploration, drilling and infrastructure. "Peak oil and gas are unlikely for sometime to come, let alone 2030," said Mr. Nasser, speaking at the CERAWeek by S&P Global conference. "It seems no one is betting the farm on that."



While they spoke less bluntly at the conference, the C.E.O.s of Shell, Exxon Mobil and Brazil's state-owned oil company, Petrobras, echoed Mr. Nasser's points. In an interview with the Times earlier this month, Petrobras' C.E.O., Jean Paul Prates, 
said he saw Brazil's oil production increasing for decades to come.



Shell's C.E.O., Wael Sawan, said his predictions hinged on rapidly growing Asian markets. That same analysis underpins projections made last year by OPEC, the global oil cartel, that oil demand 
wouldn't peak until 2045 at the earliest.



The White House is siding with the I.E.A.



"The head of Saudi Aramco said he thought the estimates of demand from the I.E.A. and others were off," John Podesta, President Biden's senior adviser for international climate policy, told reporters on Tuesday. "We don't think so. We think there's a high demand for electrification."



Even as electrification takes off in some sectors of the American economy, U.S. crude oil and 
liquefied natural gas exports reached record highs in 2023
. Wind and solar currently supply less than 4 percent of the world's energy. An even smaller percentage of vehicles produced are partly or fully electric.



Natural gas in particular has seen immense growth and is being incorporated more widely than ever into the global energy trade. Fracking techniques have 
paved the way for the United States
 to become the world leader in gas production.



Traditional oil producers in the Persian Gulf -- Saudi Aramco among them -- are also getting into gas production in a big way, and none more so than Qatar's national oil and gas company, QatarEnergy. Their plans would allow them to overtake the United States in production soon after 2030. At a recent news conference, QatarEnergy's C.E.O., Saad al-Kaabi, told reporters that "we still think there's a big future for gas for at least 50 years forward."



Even if oil demand starts to flatline, companies will still need to make investments to avert a decline in existing oil fields, said Patrick Pouyanne, chief executive of TotalEnergies.



Without those investments, he argued, the energy markets that determine the prices that people pay for all sorts of basic needs would begin to fluctuate wildly. Like the other oil executives, he didn't see renewables and electrification of transport growing fast enough to replace existing fossil fuel demand, let alone in countries with rapidly growing populations and fossil-fuel-dependent industries.



"The natural decline in oil fields is about 4 percent per year, so we will need to continue to invest in oil and gas fields" to maintain current levels of output, he said. "Otherwise, the price will go high and people will be super angry."
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Tech Giant Linked to France's Cybersecurity Tumbles in Value



The French government said it would seek "a national solution" to protect Atos, a debt-burdened company that serves nuclear programs and the military.




Atos faces 3.65 billion euros in borrowing costs that must be repaid or refinanced by the end of 2025.




By Liz Alderman


Mar 20, 2024


The French government said Tuesday that it was moving to protect Atos, a too-big-to-fail French technology giant that manages data and cybersecurity for the nation's nuclear weapons programs and military as well as for the upcoming Paris Olympics, as the company veered toward financial uncertainty.



Shares of Atos tumbled more than 20 percent after Airbus, the European aerospace giant, said it had called off talks to buy Atos's cybersecurity assets for up to 1.8 billion euros (about $2 billion) following a review of the company's finances. Later, Atos said it would postpone its earnings release, scheduled for Wednesday, "in order to evaluate strategic options."



The French finance minister, Bruno Le Maire, said the government had been closely watching the situation and was working on "a national solution" to protect Atos. "All the interests of France will be preserved," Mr. Le Maire said, adding that he would use all means at his disposal "to guarantee the protection of strategic activities."



Atos is not a prominent name among the world's biggest tech companies, but in France it plays a strategic role in national security and the management of sensitive data in the civil and military sectors. It has grown into a European data and supercomputing powerhouse over the last decade, operating in 69 countries and employing 95,000, with annual revenue of EU11 billion.



Much of that growth relied on a debt-financed spending spree of acquisitions, many of them when Atos was led by Thierry Breton, a former finance minister and the current European Union commissioner for internal markets. The company now faces EU3.65 billion in loans and bonds that must be repaid or refinanced by the end of 2025.



In 2021, Atos's share price was hit after reports that it would acquire an American competitor, DXC Technology, for $10 billion. The deal was scrapped a month later amid investor concerns, and Atos was dealt a further blow after auditors found accounting errors at two of its U.S. operations. Atos also failed to keep up with the rise of cloud computing by competitors like Amazon and Microsoft, further undermining investor confidence. The company has gone through three chief executives in as many years.



In a 
statement
 on Tuesday, Atos said it was "actively evaluating strategic alternatives that will take into consideration the sovereign imperatives of the French state." Its shares, which topped EU75 three years ago, traded Tuesday at just EU1.74.



Its most prized assets became the target of a takeover bid last year by Daniel Kretinsky, a Czech telecommunications billionaire whose efforts were fiercely opposed by French politicians -- some of whom have called for nationalizing Atos to keep it in French hands.



Mr. Le Maire stopped short of calling for nationalization. But he said the government's priority was to "identify solutions to stabilize its financial situation and give all the necessary visibility to stakeholders, in particular the company's employees."



Among other things, Atos owns the supercomputer that enables the French military to simulate nuclear bomb tests, after the government outlawed physical testing in 1996. Electricite de France recently selected an Atos entity, Eviden, to provide control systems for six nuclear power reactors that the French government plans to build in the coming decade.



Atos software is used for French Rafale fighter jets and even the secure telephone lines of the French armed forces. Airbus, which builds combat aircraft and military helicopters, had expressed interest in Atos's big data and cybersecurity assets as it expands its program amid a rise in European defense budgets.



In a terse statement on Tuesday, Airbus said it was ending its discussions with Atos, but did not give a reason.



Atos's software and computing power are also used for France's national tax and health agencies. The company recently won the contract to host personal data and provide cybersecurity for the Paris Olympics this summer.
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New Rules Will Still Push Carmakers to Sell More Electric Cars



New Biden administration auto rules are less forceful than an earlier proposal but will still add to market pressure for cheaper electric vehicles.




Electric vehicles charging at a Ford dealership in Ohio. Sales of electric cars and trucks are growing much faster than those that run on fossil fuels.




By Jack Ewing


Mar 20, 2024


Even if clean air rules announced on Wednesday in Washington are less forceful than some environmentalists would have liked, they should still have a powerful effect on the kinds of cars appearing in showrooms over the next several years, experts said.



The rules will amplify market forces pushing the industry toward battery power, giving automakers a strong incentive to sell a broader, more affordable variety of electric cars -- not just the expensive sport utility vehicles that have dominated sales so far.



"It probably means more models and lower prices," said Craig Segall, former deputy executive officer of the California Air Resources Board, an agency that played a key role in promoting electric vehicles in that state. "The way you win," he said, referring to carmakers, "is making sure you have an E.V. in each segment."



Despite talk of a slowdown, sales of electric vehicles are growing much faster than sales of vehicles that run on fossil fuels. Prices of electric vehicles have dropped significantly and are likely to fall further as carmakers get better at making them and the cost of batteries and raw materials plummets.



The Environmental Protection Agency rules announced Wednesday "certainly don't slow down the pace at which our members are scaling up production," said Albert Gore III, executive director of the Zero Emission Transportation Association. The association's members include Tesla and other electric carmakers, as well as battery manufacturers, charging companies and suppliers.



The Inflation Reduction Act, passed by Democrats in 2022, led to a boom in investment in battery factories and electric vehicle plants. Since then, companies have announced investments of more than $110 billion in battery factories and electric vehicle assembly plants, according to the Environmental Defense Fund. These are long-term financial commitments that companies are likely to stick to regardless of what the federal government does.



Within a few years, electric cars that can drive more than 300 miles on a charge are likely to cost less than gasoline vehicles even before accounting for fuel savings. Electricity is usually much cheaper than gasoline. That will give more car buyers strong economic reasons to go electric.



The average price of a new electric vehicle has fallen substantially. It was $52,314 in February, according to Kelley Blue Book, still about $5,000 more than the average for all vehicles. But electric vehicle prices plummeted 13 percent in February from a year earlier, and more than $2,500 just from January. The cost of used battery-powered vehicles has dropped much more than that.



Prices will to continue to fall steeply because batteries, the most important and expensive component, are becoming much cheaper, analysts say. The average cost of a battery pack is on track to plunge more than 40 percent by 2030 compared with 2022, according to estimates by the International Council on Clean Transportation, a research organization.



Electric vehicles "are getting closer to parity with gas cars," said Katherine Garcia, a transportation expert at the Sierra Club. "We are going to see that sooner than originally forecast."



During the early years of the E.P.A. rules announced on Wednesday, automakers will face somewhat less pressure to cut emissions than under an earlier agency proposal. The E.P.A. doesn't dictate to automakers how they meet the standards. They can also reduce emissions by improving the efficiency of gasoline engines or by selling more hybrid cars that augment gasoline engines with batteries and electric motors.



Plug-in hybrids, which can travel short distances on battery power alone and are growing in popularity, could proliferate during the next few years. They will account for as much as 9 percent of new car sales by 2030, according to E.P.A. estimates, compared with about 2 percent last year.



But automakers will get the most credit for all-electric cars that have no tailpipe emissions. They will account for 44 percent of new cars by 2030, according to the E.P.A.



Longer term, most automakers acknowledge that they need to sell appealing electric vehicles to survive.



"E.V.s are clearly the future and what consumers are going to be wanting and what's going to be cheapest to produce," said Stephanie Searle, chief program officer at the International Council on Clean Transportation. "Automakers need to be investing in that to keep up."



Tesla has already shaken the car market and has become the world's most valuable automaker. New competitors from China are looming, as Beijing tries to take advantage of the technological shift to become a major auto exporter.



Tariffs and other restrictions have limited Chinese exports to the United States so far. But automakers like BYD, which sells an electric car in China for less than $12,000, could find a way in by producing in Mexico or even building factories in the United States.



For automakers, the emergence of Chinese rivals is a powerful motivator. It evokes unpleasant memories of the way Toyota, Honda and other Japanese automakers broke the dominance of Ford Motor, General Motors and Chrysler in the 1970s with inexpensive, fuel-efficient cars. Tesla, Ford and Volkswagen are among the major automakers working on low-cost electric vehicles that are clearly inspired by the threat from China.



Experience has shown that technology often moves faster than regulations require. Under E.P.A. rules that took effect in 2017, electric vehicles were expected to account for 3 percent of new car sales by 2025. But battery-powered cars are already at about 8 percent of the U.S. new car market.



In California, which has long had the strictest pollution limits, electric cars made up 25 percent of new cars sold last year. And under rules passed in 2022, the state will phase out cars that burn fossil fuels by 2035.



"California has more than its share of E.V.s because we asked for it," said Mr. Segall, the former state official, who is now vice president of Evergreen, an activist group.



Another 12 states, including New York and New Jersey, model their rules on California's and won't be affected much by E.P.A. regulations because their rules are already stricter. The federal rules will have the most impact on states like Texas, Florida and Connecticut that don't follow California.



The rules will also put pressure on carmakers like Toyota and Stellantis, the owner of Chrysler, Dodge, Ram and Jeep, which have been slow to sell fully electric vehicles.



The E.P.A. rules are among numerous Biden administration policies intended to promote electric vehicles. Tax credits of up to $7,500 are available for vehicles that are manufactured in the United States, Canada or Mexico and meet other requirements designed to promote a domestic supply chain. The number of vehicles that qualify is small, but is expected to grow as carmakers like Hyundai make more vehicles in the United States.



The government is also subsidizing construction of fast-charging stations, which along with investments by carmakers like Mercedes-Benz and charging companies like Electrify America will soon remove a major sticking point for many car buyers.



Surveys show that many people are interested in electric cars but are worried about finding a place to charge on road trips. If governments and companies follow through on all the plans they have announced, according to a 
study
 published this month by the International Council on Clean Transportation, by 2030 there will be more than enough fast chargers.
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Lydia Polgreen



The Islamophobic Smear Campaign Dividing Democrats








By Lydia Polgreen


Mar 19, 2024


On paper, President Biden's nominee to fill a vacancy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Adeel Abdullah Mangi, is an archetypical candidate for a federal judgeship. Mangi has a sterling legal education, which he followed with a distinguished career at a high-profile private firm mixing corporate litigation with important pro bono work. He also has a classic American story: He grew up in a poor country dreaming of a career as a lawyer and immigrated to the United States, where he ascended to the heights of his profession.



The candidate has another quality that was especially appealing to Biden, who has made diversifying the federal bench a key priority: Mangi would be the first Muslim American federal appellate judge in the United States.



When Mangi appeared before the Senate Judiciary Committee in December for a hearing about this lifetime appointment, Republican senators did not ask him about his legal background or judicial philosophy. "Do you condemn the atrocities of Hamas terrorists?" Senator Ted Cruz of Texas demanded of Mangi, a Pakistani American with no connection to Hamas or Palestinians other than the fact that he is Muslim, along with 1.8 billion other people across the globe.



Such bad faith ambushes are Cruz's stock in trade, especially since the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas. So it was hardly a surprise that he and his Republican colleagues spent their allotted time insinuating that Mangi was an antisemite and an apologist not just for Hamas but also for the perpetrators of Sept. 11.



But what is much more worrying is that these tactics could work on some Senate Democrats. Right-wing judicial activists have been running a 
smear campaign
 against Mangi, including 
advertisements
 aimed at Senate Democrats like Jon Tester of Montana and Bob Casey of Pennsylvania, who are battling for re-election. The campaigns describe Mangi, with no evidence, as an antisemite and attempt to link him to Hamas and other terrorist groups. This means that Democrats who run the risk of losing their seats come November may see defending Mangi's nomination as a potential risk to their chances at re-election. The campaign seems to be working. Over the past few days, 
CNN
 and 
HuffPost
 have reported that there may not be enough Democratic votes to confirm Mangi.



This is an outrage. The attacks on Mangi are utterly disingenuous. Major Jewish organizations, including the Anti-Defamation League, have 
made statements
 of support for Mangi, whose pro bono legal work has focused in part on fighting for religious liberty and against religious bias across multiple faiths. The American Jewish Committee, which has joined several amicus briefs to the Supreme Court led by Mangi, described him as "a person of integrity, champion of pluralism and adversary of discrimination against any group."



Abandoning Mangi's nomination would be an unconscionable act at any time, but especially perilous for Democrats in the current political climate, when tens of thousands of Democratic primary voters in key states are expressing their outrage at Biden's policy in Gaza by voting uncommitted. Meanwhile, the right is using the attacks on Oct. 7 and the ensuing war in Gaza as a means to imply that any Muslim could be pro-Hamas or antisemitic. If Democrats acquiesce, they will set a dangerous precedent.



Of course, the crucial background for the attacks on Mangi is the wave of Islamophobia that has swept the country over the past six months. The Council on American-Islamic Relations reported at the end of 2023 that it saw a 
216 percent increase
 in reports of bias and requests for assistance from the previous year. A 6-year-old boy was stabbed to death in what investigators are calling a hate crime days after the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks, and three college students of Palestinian origin were shot in Burlington, Vt., last Thanksgiving weekend, stunning that small, progressive city.



But this goes beyond Islamophobia, as heinous as it is, and beyond Israel and Gaza. The basic ideals of the Democratic Party, including the moral and legal obligation to provide asylum to those fleeing persecution, seem 
up for grabs
. On immigration more broadly, the party has acquiesced to right-wing talking points, failing to prevent or even helping the firm shove of the Overton window to the right. For all the Democratic talk about a 
freedom agenda
, the party has not really seized religious liberty, one of Mangi's core areas of pro bono work, as part of its vision of a pluralistic and inclusive society.



"By allowing the far right to frame Mangi's historic nomination with bogus Islamophobic smears and divide-and-conquer Senate Democrats, we aren't just losing a nominee; we're surrendering the entire debate on our core values of multiracial democracy and religious freedom," Waleed Shahid, a veteran Democratic operative who has helped spearhead the uncommitted movement, told me.



While the Democrats waver, it is clear what kind of America the Republican Party wants. Republican values were on full display at Mangi's confirmation hearing.   Republican senators harangued Mangi for his tenuous links to a Rutgers Law School institute, accusing him of holding views espoused by speakers invited as panelists at the institute.



That institute, the 
Center for Security, Race and Rights
, has indeed invited provocative speakers, in service of fostering dialogue on complex and sometimes difficult subjects. Even so, Mangi had no role in selecting such speakers or determining the programming at the institute. He repeatedly, with admirable patience, condemned terrorism and condemned any attempt to justify acts of terrorism.



In recent days, as his nomination seemed to be teetering, prominent Democrats spoke up in his defense.



"Adeel Mangi has faced a barrage of outrageous and unfounded smears because of his religious faith," said Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey, Mangi's home state. "When we look at Mr. Mangi's record -- the totality of his professional life, his commitment to religious freedom and civil rights, his testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee -- it only reinforces his commitment to upholding and advancing the fundamental values we all hold as Americans."



The Biden administration is speaking out to urge Mangi's confirmation without delay, calling him "an extraordinarily qualified nominee who is devoted to the rule of law, lived the American dream through hard work, proven his integrity and would make history on the bench," Andrew Bates, a White House spokesman, told me, warning that "no senator should cave to hateful, undignified lies."



If Senate Democrats backpedal in response to the right-wing smear campaign against Mangi, they squander a perfect opportunity to demonstrate the stark difference between their party and the G.O.P. at a time when some Democrats have become deeply disillusioned with their party's ceding of ground to the right.



As the presidential election grinds on, it is clear that racism and Islamophobia lie at the core of the Republican Party's revanchist campaign. Donald Trump, echoing fascist leaders throughout history, has declared that immigrants are "poisoning the blood of our country," and when offered the opportunity to walk back or soften this inflammatory phrase by Fox News's Howard Kurtz recently, Trump instead 
doubled down
. "Why do you use words like 'vermin' and 'poisoning of the blood'?" Kurtz asked. "Because our country is being poisoned," Trump replied.



What better retort is there to this vicious notion than the formidable accomplishments of Adeel Mangi? He is an exemplar of how immigration has made the United States a stronger, richer, more powerful nation. He was drawn to the United States and the law by watching "Matlock" as a child in Karachi, Pakistan. In his pro bono legal work he represents another venerable American tradition: a devotion to protecting the freedom of all Americans to peacefully practice their faiths without interference, prejudice or coercion from the state, a notion the right has 
sought to upend
.



I would ask any Democrat considering voting against this nominee this question: What vision of America do you actually believe in, if not the one exemplified by the life and work of a man like Adeel Mangi? Republicans have been very clear about who they are and what kind of future they imagine for our country. Confirming this nominee without delay would offer a powerful and necessary contrast to that dark vision and an opportunity for Democrats to tell us which America they stand for.



Source photograph by Graeme Sloan/Sipa, via Associated Press.
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Guest Essay



We're Not Burdens on Society. We're Engines of Economic Progress.




Narsiso Martinez, "Royal-ty" (2021).




By Marie Arana


Mar 18, 2024


History is being made on the Rio Grande. Hundreds of thousands of migrants braved the journey across it last year, 
setting records
 and contributing to an urgent border crisis. As spectacle, it has been transfixing.



Yet misconceptions abound. It's as if the sight of a migrant scaling a wall or wading ashore is now a Rorschach test, our Rashomon. Depending on where we sit on the political spectrum, we perceive different truths: Some see a brown "invasion," others an unremitting drug war, a humanitarian crisis, a political failure, a symptom of societal collapse. The politicizations are legion, and the distortions dire.



More than anything, these images cloud two key realities: Not all migrants crossing the southern border are Latin Americans; Chinese newcomers 
are now
 the fastest growing group coming in from Mexico. And most Latinos are not rootless, illegal transients -- burdens on the society -- as some citizens may think, but a force for American progress.



The majority of Latinos in this country were born here and are English speakers. Some of us have families who inhabited this continent long before the Pilgrims set foot on its shores. Hispanics have fought loyally in every American war since the Revolution. The Army's eighth chief of ordnance, Brig. Gen. Stephen Vincent Benet, was Hispanic. The first admiral of the Navy, David Farragut ("
Damn the torpedoes, Full speed ahead!
"), whose commanding statue dominates Farragut Square only steps from the White House, was Hispanic. Roughly one out of every four U.S. Marines today is a Latino. Invasion, indeed.



We are Americans. We have served America since its foundation; we have contributed richly to its culture, its science. Little to none of that history is taught in American public schools; and in the media and entertainment industries, the image of the Latino has historically been roundly negative, if present at all. This, too, needs to change. A vigorous antidote to border fever is in order.



Take the economy. 
Research has shown
 that immigrant workers pay taxes and have a net zero effect on government budgets. Whether behind a pupusa stand or a polished desk in a major corporation, Latino workers occupy every rung of the economy and own a considerable stake in the financial success of this country.



Much of that work ethic and entrepreneurship has been spirited for centuries, starting with sixteenth-century traders in the Spanish settlement of St. Augustine, Fla.; or the first Dominican in Manhattan, Juan Rodriguez, who, by 1613, was trading weapons for furs and serving the Dutch as well as the Native Americans. In the 1800s, Mexican vaqueros, the continent's first cowboys, trained an emerging class of white buckaroos, furnishing them with saddles, 10-gallon hats, chaps and lassos. A century later, during the 1950s and into the 1970s, waves of Cubans and Puerto Ricans arrived on the East Coast, bringing bodegas, paladares (family-run restaurants) and other vibrant Latino enterprises.



Within a generation, Wall Street analysts -- and 
an American president
 -- were marveling at the business acumen of Latinos. But the explosion in the years that followed was even more astonishing. Though Hispanic owners often have difficulty getting financing, in the decade from 2012 to 2022, their small businesses 
multiplied by 44 percent
 (more than 10 times the rate of other similarly sized businesses). This is an incursion of a different kind.



Surprisingly, 
almost 90 percent
 of immigrant Latino ventures earning at least $1 million a year are owned by millennials (people in their late 20s to early 40s) who came to the United States as youths. That is certainly true for the Argentine businessman Ezequiel Vazquez-Ger and his Venezuelan wife, Mafe Polini, who flew into Washington from their respective homelands when they were 24 years old and began at the bottom of the economic ladder. In time, they dreamed of owning a restaurant, used their savings to help fund their first, and ended up owning six establishments in the capital (one of them earning a Michelin star).



It is also true for Jose, a Honduran I interviewed for this piece, who asked me to drop his surname because of his undocumented status. After five serial deportations from both the United States and Mexico, Jose finally crossed the border as a teenager, started work as a lowly bricklayer, and now, at 43 and still without papers, owns his own home in a major American city, as well as a robust plumbing business.



The contributions -- by those with families who have been here for centuries and those who arrived only last year -- are monumental. Every year, Latino businesses generate about 
$800 billion
 for the U.S. economy. Few, if any, entrepreneurial groups in the United States have experienced as much growth.



But that doesn't tell the whole story. Those small establishments -- the housecleaning operations, construction companies, trucking enterprises, beauty shops, ethnic markets and restaurants from Manhattan to Los Angeles -- employ millions. Hispanics were responsible for 
73 percent
 of the growth in the U.S. labor force between 2010 and 2020. Today, if Latinos in the United States were their own separate nation, they would represent the fifth-largest G.D.P. in the world.



And yet there is that apparently majority impulse to think that a figure jumping a wall represents us. The lie now supersedes the reality. According to 
a 2021 poll
, Americans of all backgrounds believe that the share of Latinos who are undocumented is more than two times as high as it actually is.



If Latino contributions to the economy are so ubiquitous, if our history on this soil is age-old and honorable, why are those perceptions so skewed? Why are the antipathies so profound? Why do non-Hispanic Americans incorrectly believe that one out of every three of us is deportable?



It's not just racism. It's our invisibility. Even as we fill the classrooms, feed the nation and help keep the economy afloat, too often, we are overlooked -- unjustly erased from school curriculums, from the media, from corporate boardrooms, from history. Maybe it's time for America to take a good look.



Marie Arana is the author, most recently, of "LatinoLand: A Portrait of America's Largest and Least Understood Minority."
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Guest Essay



How the Windsor Women Became Human Shields








By Jennifer Weiner


Mar 20, 2024


Once upon a time, a handsome young prince surveyed all the lovely, intelligent, kindhearted ladies of the land and, from their number, picked his bride.



The new addition to the family was a delight, a beauty, a breath of fresh air. She enjoyed a brief honeymoon period when everyone adored her. Then something changed. Maybe she dared to express a desire or let slip an opinion. Perhaps she appeared in public looking less than perfect, or broke with tradition and 
refused to appear at all
 -- or maybe it was simply a matter of what goes up must come down.



Whatever the reason, the golden girl was swiftly recast as gold digger. Or as crass and trashy or cruel and manipulative, or ugly, or fat. She was pitted against the other woman in her circle and her generation.



Princes might occasionally be turned into frogs, but princesses always seem to end up as villains or scapegoats, and used to deflect heat or criticism should her husband require it.



It happened to Diana Spencer, to Sarah Ferguson, to Camilla Parker Bowles, before she was Queen Camilla. It happened to Meghan Markle, whose trials were worsened 
by racism
. In its own way, it happened to Wallis Simpson. It happened to Kate Middleton -- when she and Prince William were dating, but not yet engaged, she was portrayed as a wily social climber and called "
Waity Katie
." After they married, it looked as if Catherine might become the rule-proving exception, the single privileged Windsor wife allowed to float above the fray.



But now, Catherine, Princess of Wales, has taken her place where every royal, and royal-adjacent woman ends up: in the hot seat. With all fingers pointing at her.



As you'll know unless you've been under a rock with your hands over your eyes, the palace recently released a photograph of Catherine smiling with her three adorable children -- one of the first glimpses the public had had of her since before 
January,
 when it was announced that she was recovering from planned abdominal surgery and would not be taking up her public duties again until after Easter.



It took the internet about a minute to see that the photo had been retouched, and we were asked to believe that Catherine alone was responsible for photoshopping the photo (badly). The royal-watcher Daniela Elser branded her a "
chaos-bringer
" and a "global figure of humiliation and mockery." The "royal say-so," she wrote, "will now be doubted for years to come." (This, we're to understand, is solely because Catherine photoshopped a photograph of her children for Instagram. The palace's record on communications was of course, 
unimpeachable
.)



Why do Windsor women so consistently come in for this kind of treatment? Start with the fact that the royals don't actually rule Britannia, or anything else. Think of them as a family business that doesn't make anything except babies and the case for British taxpayers to keep them around. Royals and their spouses have to prove, daily, that the monarchy is giving taxpayers value for their money; that kings and queens and lords and ladies are useful symbols, avatars of the nation's character; that they are honest, steadfast and true.



In this system, the monarch is the most important. Male relatives are heirs or 
spares
. The women have historically served as a combination of brood mares and mannequins. Their job is to stay thin, say little, look good in clothes, and produce heirs who will stay thin, say little and look good in clothes. (Prince Philip was said to have approved of Diana's entry into the family because she would "
breed in some height
.")



When something threatens the reputation of a more senior, male Windsor, the women have another essential role: human shield.



Has King Edward VIII abdicated and run off to France to be with Wallis Simpson? Let's be sure to 
blame the American divorcee
.



Has Prince Charles taken a mistress? Blame his mom for not letting her son marry his true love; blame his wife for not keeping him faithful -- oh, and 
call the mistress ugly
.



Has Prince Harry declined to perform his family duties and decamped for sunny California? Let's blame his "
narcissistic
" wife for ensorcelling him!



And perhaps everyone should have been paying closer attention to Prince Andrew's friendship with Jeffrey Epstein, instead of 
his wife's weight
.



While Meghan and Harry, like Diana before them, are now free to give interviews and authorize books, Catherine cannot defend herself. Instead, she's stuck quietly enduring her own 
annus horribilis
.



Her reticence about her health, her apparent unwillingness to share details of her ailment or pictures of her recovery, has been contrasted -- unfavorably -- with King Charles III's 
candor
 about his cancer.



When she tried to give the people what they wanted -- proof of life, by way of a polished image of happy family -- and it backfired, that, too, was useful. Maybe her mea culpa was meant to make us see William as trustworthy and statesmanlike by comparison; a loyal husband, steadfastly caring for the kids while the princess plays with photoshop, and not -- as readers of Harry's memoirs might be forgiven 
for picturing
 -- a brother-shoving, necklace-ripping, dangerous-to-dog-bowls hothead.



While internet sleuths pore over the latest grainy images in the British tabloids, 
which appear to show
 the prince and princess out and about at a farm shop, Catherine has maintained the silence that's practically part of the job description.



The rule is never complain, never explain, and -- if it gets to be too much -- never get help. Diana, suffering from bulimia, said that the family dismissed her as "
unstable
." Meghan 
has said
 she wanted to get professional help, but "I was told that I couldn't, that it wouldn't be good for the institution." Royal women are expected to suck it up and live, with borrowed jewels on their fingers and a target on their backs.



Maybe there's a happy ending to this royal mess. Maybe recent events will puncture, once and for all, the myth of Prince Charming and the happily-ever-after he'll bring. Maybe 10 years from now a generation of teenage girls will not be humming "Someday, My Prince Will Come" and dreaming of Prince George sweeping them off their feet. Maybe we won't ask another Diana, Meghan or Catherine to trade her voice and her agency for a nice wardrobe, a televised wedding and a lifetime of ribbon-cutting and silent smiling.



As the fairy tales (Grimm, not Disney) tell us, nothing is ever free. The bill always comes due. And, for the not-so-merry wives of Windsor, the price has always been too high.



Jennifer Weiner is a novelist.



Source photographs by Bachrach, Ken Goff, Tim Graham, Samir Hussein and Max Mumby/Indigo via Getty Images.
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Jamelle Bouie



Want to Know What Trump Will Do? Listen to What He Says.








By Jamelle Bouie


Mar 19, 2024


One of the most enduring bits of folk wisdom about American politics is the notion that a promise made on the campaign trail is almost never a promise kept. The only thing you can count on from a politician, and especially a presidential candidate, is that you can't count on anything.



This isn't actually true. There is, in fact, a strong connection between what a candidate says on the campaign trail and what a president does in office.



In his 1992 campaign, Bill Clinton stressed jobs, unemployment, taxes and health care -- encapsulated in his campaign's refrain "It's the economy, stupid." He followed through, in the first two years of his administration, with a proposed economic stimulus bill, a proposed health-care-reform bill and an upper-income tax increase.



George W. Bush, in his 2000 campaign, emphasized education reform and tax cuts, and followed through in the first months of his administration with No Child Left Behind and a large upper-income tax cut.



Barack Obama, in his 2008 campaign, stressed health care, jobs and tax cuts for the middle class. He followed through with an economic stimulus bill -- which included, among many other things, a middle-class tax cut -- and a large, ambitious health care bill that eventually became the Affordable Care Act.



Even Donald Trump, not principally known for telling the truth, acted on the promises of his 2016 campaign. He promised, for example, to build a wall on the border with Mexico and he tried to build a wall on the border with Mexico. He promised to ban Muslim immigrants from entering the United States and he tried to ban Muslim immigrants from the United States. Trump's overt racism in office, his confrontational posture toward North Korea and Iran, and even his attempt to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election were all also presaged by his rhetoric on the campaign trail.



What a candidate and a campaign say matters. How a candidate and a campaign say it also matters.



With these truths in hand, let's look at the rhetoric of Trump's current campaign for the White House. At rallies and in interviews, the former president rails against his political opponents as enemies of the nation.



"The threat from outside forces," 
Trump said
 at a rally last year in New Hampshire, "is far less sinister, dangerous and grave than the threat from within." He said that one critic, Mark Milley, the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, deserved to be executed for his actions during Trump's final month in office. To Trump, any attempt to contain his authority was tantamount to treason.



Other critics, Trump has said, are "vermin" and "thugs." He's called for the "termination" of parts of the Constitution and has said that if elected again, he would have "no choice" but to lock up his political opponents. He says that migrants from Central and South America "are poisoning the blood of our country."



When told, outright, that he's using the language of Hitler and Mussolini -- the language of fascism -- Trump embraces it.



"That's what they say. I didn't know that, but that's what they say. Because our country is being poisoned," Trump said in a recent interview with Howard Kurtz of Fox News. "Look, we can be nice about it -- we can talk about, 'Oh, I want to be politically correct' -- but we have people coming in from prisons and jails, long-term murderers .... They're all being released into our country. These are murderers, these are people at the highest level of crime, and then you have mental institutions and insane asylums ... and then you have terrorists pouring in at a level we have never seen before."



There's no way in which any of this represents a statement of policy or future plans. There are no proposals to glean from the former president's attacks, his invective or his endless denunciations. You could say, if you were inclined to do so, that it was just rhetoric -- full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.



That would be a huge mistake. We may not be able to give an exact accounting of the consequences of Trump's violent and fascistic rhetoric if he were granted a second term in office, but rest assured, there would be consequences. Given the power of the federal government and the total backing of the Republican Party, invested with the legitimacy granted by the Constitution, freed from the shackles of legal scrutiny and consumed with a thirst for vengeance -- "I am your retribution," he tells his supporters -- there is no question that Trump would act on the desires he has expressed on the campaign trail.



As promised, he would free the Jan. 6 rioters who were prosecuted and imprisoned. As promised, he would unleash federal law enforcement on his political opponents. As promised, he would do something about the people he says are "poisoning the blood of our country." He would try to be, as he has said to much applause from his supporters, a dictator "only on Day 1."



Of course, if there's one promise I do expect Trump to break if he gets back into the Oval Office, it's that one. If Trump does want to be a dictator, I highly doubt it will be for just one day.
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letters



Comparing the Trump and Biden Years


Mar 20, 2024


To the Editor:



According to 
national polls
, many believe that when he was president Donald Trump was better with economic policy than President Biden. What is forgotten is that Mr. Trump's tenure was mostly before Covid.



The populace forgets that the pandemic resulted in multiple supply shortages and labor disruptions, which were major contributing causes of inflationary pressures. Republicans blame government spending but discount the disruptive effect of Covid.



President Biden's policies have brought jobs, economic growth and a reduced inflation rate. Unfortunately he has not been able to offset all the residual economic effects of the Covid pandemic.



Gilbert J. Wise
New York



To the Editor:



To paraphrase what James Carville said many years ago, it's still the economy, stupid. President Biden has been the most progressive and effective president of my lifetime, yet insecurity still haunts millions of people on his watch because of the high costs of housing, food and transportation.



Being one financial setback away from being homeless can make even a chaotic would-be strongman like Donald Trump seem like an acceptable alternative when he promises to fix everything immediately.



That the housing shortage and inflation have antecedents in the bursting of the housing bubble almost two decades ago and in the more recent 
Trump tariff
- and pandemic-related supply chain disruptions matters little to those living on the edge and looking for a lifeline today.



Kurt Davis
Placerville, Calif.



To the Editor:



What President Biden has done is to restore a sense of normalcy in government. He is working on things that affect our lives rather than our temperament.



While Donald Trump rails for revenge, Mr. Biden builds infrastructure and tries to promote good will. What is really needed is a populace that wants normal versus turmoil. A government that keeps a lid on things rather than a government that wants to break everything and then not bother to put the pieces back together again.



Mr. Trump and his MAGA followers want a world unhinged. I want normal. I want MANA, as in Make America Normal Again.



Chris Green
North Falmouth, Mass.



To the Editor:



Re "
Passing Years Cloud Memory of Trump Term
" (front page, March 6):



I can't decide if I'm more shocked, more alarmed or more depressed by the "collective amnesia" that Americans are said to be experiencing about the sheer awfulness of Donald Trump's presidency. I mean it's not as if we're talking about, say, 1950. We're talking about just a few short years ago.



But it does bring to mind two famous quotations. One is "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." The other is "Every nation gets the government it deserves."



I truly hope that, when the chips are down, the American people will prove smarter than this. A 
lot
 smarter than this!



Nancy Stark
New York



5 Nobel Laureates, on Building an 'Extremely Large Telescope'




One of the two proposals for an "extremely large telescope" could involve construction on Mauna Kea in Hawaii.




To the Editor:



"
Good News, and Bad, for Astronomers' Biggest Dream
" (Out There, Science Times, March 12) concludes with a question to Linnea Avallone, chief officer for research facilities at the National Science Foundation: "Did she see a risk to the United States not funding an Extremely Large Telescope of its own?"



Dr. Avallone replies, "That's a good question, better answered by astronomers."



As recent U.S. physics Nobel laureates for discoveries in astronomy, we affirm that yes, the United States' longstanding scientific leadership in astronomy is at risk if the National Science Foundation does not invest in its Extremely Large Telescope Program -- and soon.



Congress, too, on March 5, "
strongly encouraged
" a plan to consider a two-hemisphere, two-telescope program. These tools could provide American space scientists with collecting area and observing time comparable to the only European extremely large telescope under construction, while being superior in terms of all-sky coverage and overall instrumentation.



Implementing bold science leadership, trailblazing discoveries, attracting top scientists and shaping technology yield immense societal and economic benefits for the U.S. -- and the dangers of losing our leadership position in the world of highly visible science are troubling.



Andrea Ghez
John C. Mather
Saul Perlmutter
Adam Riess
Brian Schmidt



Radiation Exposure Killed My Dad








To the Editor:



Re "
'Oppenheimer,' My Uncle and the Bomb's Lasting Secrets
," by Ariel Kaminer (Opinion, March 12), about her uncle's death from radiation exposure:



My father was a radar-constructing engineer who tracked nuclear bomb blasts from the earliest days in New Mexico to a ship off 
Johnston Atoll
 in the Pacific. At age 51 Pop was diagnosed with lymphoma and given six months to live.



He was fortunate to have doctors who realized that it was radiation exposure. The only treatment was surgery. He was otherwise incredibly healthy and was able to not only survive, but also become a willing subject for new treatments such as chemotherapy.



He lived 21 years with the cancer until it overtook his brain and the rest of his body. My handsome, strong father shriveled away to almost nothing and died.



Later we learned that other crew members and engineers on the Mariner (his tracker ship) had suffered with similar cancers and had died long before Pop did.



I couldn't bear to watch "Oppenheimer," much as I could never visit White Sands, though I lived in New Mexico for years. I appreciated Ms. Kaminer's piece and only wish Pop were here to read it.



Kate Schwartz
Evanston, Ill.



End the Filibuster








To the Editor:



Re "
Is End Near for a Favored Tactic: The Senate Filibuster?
," by Carl Hulse (Congressional Memo, March 14):



However the filibuster was used in the Senate in the past, it has been clear for many years now that it is the primary tool of legislative inaction. Over and over again, both political parties have used it to completely obstruct major policy goals of the party in power. The minority party then runs in the next election on the lack of accomplishment of the other party.



The American people deserve more than continual legislative gridlock. Let the party elected to power enact legislation to achieve its goals and then give the public the chance to endorse or reject them in the next election. That's what true democracy is about.



Harlan Kosson
Pittsford, N.Y.



How to Listen to Classical Music




At the nation's biggest, most prestigious orchestras, American music directors are entirely absent. James Gaffigan, an acclaimed maestro born in New York, has taken jobs in Germany and Spain.




To the Editor:



Re "
American Maestros Are Scarce at Home
" (Arts & Leisure, March 10):



A quote from the Baltimore Symphony's music director, Jonathon Heyward, succinctly identifies the crux of the problem for American classical music audiences: "We have to continuously think about ways to better relate to an American community."



Orchestral conductors and their public relations staffs need to communicate to general audiences how to listen to classical music. Simply put: A listener merely needs to bring their ears to a concert and decide how they personally relate to the performance.



No prior knowledge is necessary. Just listen.



Potential listeners need to come to concert halls feeling less intimidated. And a caveat for the newer listener: Skip the arcane program notes, which serve only to promote more discomfort in the terra incognita of the concert hall.



Bruce Lewis
Sharon, Mass.
The writer is a professional pianist.
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Symbolism or Strategy? Ukraine Battles to Retain Small Gains.



Despite American doubts, Ukrainians say that defending places with little strategic value is worth the cost in casualties and weapons, because the attacking Russians pay an even higher price.




A soldier in Ukraine's 65th Mechanized Brigade near the village of Robotyne in southern Ukraine in February.




By Andrew E. Kramer and Maria Varenikova


Mar 20, 2024


Ukrainian soldiers spent hours ducking in trenches as artillery exploded around them, then dashed for the safety of an armored personnel carrier -- only to be chased through the open rear ramp of the vehicle by an exploding drone.



"All I could see were sparks in my eyes," said one of the soldiers, a sergeant, recounting how the pursuing drone blew up, leaving him and his team wounded but somehow still alive. He asked to be identified only by his first name, Oleksandr, according to military protocol.



Fighting on the plain in southern Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia region, where Oleksandr's vehicle was hit earlier this year, has raged for 10 months now in two phases: first with Ukrainian forces on the offense, and now on defense, as Russia escalates attacks on the area where Ukraine gained ground in last summer's counteroffensive.



Military analysts have described Ukraine's strategy as "hold, build and strike" -- holding the line in the country's southeast, replenishing its units with fresh troops and hitting back with long-range drones attacks on oil refineries and military logistics targets inside Russia.



In Zaporizhzhia, this has meant defending an area created by last summer's counteroffensive, a 10-mile-deep semicircle that presses into Russian-held territory, forming a bulge. Soldiers describe ruined villages, trenches and fields that are a moonscape of shell craters.



At the southern tip of the semicircle lies the village of Robotyne. Ukraine recaptured it last summer, in the high-water mark of a counteroffensive that not only failed to achieve a breakthrough, but left the Russians in a strong enough position to start pushing back across the southern front.




A battlefield near Robotyne in February. Ukraine is now defending area it captured during last summer's counteroffensive.




Ukrainian forces occupying that bulge in the front line can be attacked from three sides, creating a dilemma: Abandoning that pocket would ease the pressure on them, but it would also signal a symbolic setback in the war, losing territory they gained last year at a high cost in casualties and destroyed weaponry.



Interviewed last week, soldiers who recently fought there described small sways in the front in both directions, and being badly outgunned by Russian artillery. Overall along the frontline, Russia is firing seven times as many artillery shells as Ukraine, General Ivan Havryliuk, a deputy minister of defense, told Ukrainian media on Monday.



American weaponry that had been donated for the counteroffensive last year, including Stryker armored vehicles, has proved useful in protecting soldiers from these barrages now as they fight defensively.



But U.S. politics now threaten the supply of arms. A package worth about $60 billion in military and financial assistance has been stalled in Congress for months over objections from some Republicans. The Biden administration last week announced it would send $300 million in stopgap military assistance using funds remaining from previously approved aid.



Russian forces attacked the pocket around Robotyne and areas nearby nine times over the past day, the general staff headquarters said on Tuesday. When the Ukrainians captured the village last year, they pierced a main Russian anti-tank defensive line; now the Russians are trying to push them back and fill in that gap.




Soldiers of Ukraine's 65th Mechanized Brigade in a dugout near Robotyne, where they hold defensive positions, while Russian troops are leaving their trenches to attack.




Like Bakhmut and Avdiivka, Robotyne, which had a prewar population of about 500 people, is now just ruins. Throughout the war, American officials have repeatedly raised concerns that Ukraine was holding out too long in defending such places, committing soldiers and ammunition to cling to devastated towns with little strategic value.



But for Ukraine, the area around Robotyne remains worth fighting for, at least for now.



"At some point, symbolic becomes strategic," Yurii Sak, a former adviser to the minister of defense, said of the fighting. Defending the gains of the offensive, he said, is "important for morale, it's important for the support of the population, it's important for the inner belief in our potential to win."



The combat is also more costly in casualties for the attacking Russians than the Ukrainians in their defensive positions, Mr. Sak said. "As long as that calculus continues, it supports holding the ground," he said. "It's war, so casualties are inevitable on both sides."



Russia is now on the offensive along the entire frontline, which stretches in a 600-mile-long crescent from the Russian border in northeastern Ukraine to the southern Dnipro River. The Kremlin's military has been using its advantage in ammunition, manpower and aviation.



Russia has swelled the ranks of its army by deploying squads of former convicts. It is buying artillery shells, missiles and exploding drones from North Korea and Iran to help replenish its supplies. Its planes avoid Ukrainian air defenses by dropping bombs from a safe distance that glide to their targets.



Just this year, Russia has dropped more than 3,500 glide bombs, Ukraine's military said. Moscow's electronic warfare instruments jam signals and scramble coordinates for Ukraine's satellite-guided weapons.



The result has been a grinding advance that in February 
pushed Ukraine out of the small city of Avdiivka
 in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine. Since then, Russia has been attacking with a combination of ground assaults and aerial bombing at seven points along the front, according to Ukraine's general staff headquarters.



In the northeast, Russian forces are pushing through pine forests toward the city of Kupiansk on the Oskil River, seeking to reverse gains Ukraine made in a counteroffensive in the fall of 2022.




Ukrainian infantry soldiers in the Sinkiv Forest near Kupiansk, in northeastern Ukraine, earlier this month.




In the Donbas, a region of rolling hills dotted with coal mines and factories, Russia has been pressing along four lines of attack, seeking to exploit openings created by capturing Avdiivka. Ukrainian forces say they are holding defensive positions to the west of the city, though Russia has captured several small villages as it tries to advance.



Near the southern city of Kherson, Russia has been assaulting a Ukrainian outpost across the Dnipro River, on the eastern bank, in an area otherwise controlled by Russia. Russian forces assaulted the position three times on Monday, the Ukrainian military said.



The position there is resupplied by boat and, like the bulge in the lines around Robotyne, it is precarious.



These fights are worthwhile, Ukrainian officials have said, because they cost Russia tens of thousands of soldiers killed and wounded, but there is skepticism in Washington.



"I understand the administration has been frustrated," Evelyn Farkas, director of the McCain Institute, said, referring to the Biden administration.



"It's unclear whether military decisions are purely military or influenced by political pressure or even direction," she said.




Ukrainian troops who pulled out of Avdiivka, in eastern Ukraine, tend to their vehicles in a village west of there in February.




At the training for Ukrainian troops fighting in the semicircular area near Robotyne, soldiers noted one advantage to the shift to a defensive strategy: fewer casualties. Russians now must leave their trenches to attack, while the Ukrainians are fighting from the cover of their positions.



Pulling back, said a private, also named Oleksandr, would merely leave Ukrainian troops fighting in other positions in similar conditions. "You need to defend every meter," he said.



Still, it is a fierce fight in the south, over a landscape of open fields, muddy roads, ruins of farmhouses and countless blown-up vehicles, facing Russian forces on three sides.



Ukrainians have been fighting in the area long enough to give the positions they are defending nicknames like The Wheel, Silicon and Tank Trench.



Russian reconnaissance drones continually fly overhead, directing artillery or mortar fire on the soldiers. Aerial bombardments are common.



Small drones rigged with explosives and cameras buzz in regularly, chasing cars and sometimes people. The one that flew into Sergeant Oleksandr's armored personnel carrier in January wounded everyone inside, but all survived. Last week, he was training to return to the fighting in the same area.
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E.U. Finds a Way to Make Russia Pay for Weapons for Ukraine



Using interest earned on frozen Russian assets held in Europe, the bloc plans to raise billions. But other ways to pay for new weapons remain elusive.




A Ukrainian armored vehicle near Bakhmut in eastern Ukraine, last month. Soldiers on the front lines are reporting shortages of ammunition.




By Matina Stevis-Gridneff and Monika Pronczuk


Mar 20, 2024


Under tremendous pressure to come up with billions of dollars to support Ukraine's military and backfill its members' own dwindling arsenals, the European Union said Wednesday that it had devised a legal way to use frozen Russian assets to help arm Ukraine, just as it was considering other mechanisms to bolster its defense industries.



The developments are an important milestone, with U.S. funding for Ukraine remaining stuck in Congress and Ukraine's defenses sagging as shortages of ammunition, artillery shells and missiles force battlefield rationing.



Though the European Union is looking at a number of different ways to find cash for defense purchases, they all face hurdles.



The goal to "make Russia pay" for Ukraine's arsenal and for its reconstruction has made for a popular slogan among the allies, but parlaying it into actual policy has proved difficult, largely because of legal concerns around liquidating Russian state assets frozen under sanctions.



Now, after months of political wrangling, the European Commission, the E.U. executive branch, has found a way to use the profits from those frozen Russian assets for Ukraine's benefit, with most if it going to military support for Ukraine.



How the plan will work



Set for approval by E.U. leaders meeting in Brussels on Thursday, the plan could provide Ukraine with up to 3 billion euros, or about $3.25 billion, a year, or as much as 15 billion euros ($16.3 billion) from 2023 to 2027, depending on market conditions. The first payment to Kyiv could be made as soon as July, the commission said on Wednesday.



After Russia's invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago, Western nations took the unusual step of freezing more than $330 billion in Russian central bank assets held overseas. The bulk of them -- over $217 billion -- is in the European Union. With payments to Russia blocked by sanctions, Moscow has been unable to gain access to those assets, sell them or benefit from interest earned on them.



As such, cash generated from the assets has remained stuck overseas, with a vast majority held in Belgium by Euroclear, a financial services company. Under the E.U. plan, 97 percent of profits generated by those assets as of Feb. 15 would go to Ukraine. Companies like Euroclear would retain 3 percent to fund ongoing and future litigation by Russia trying to claw back its assets and revenues.




Ukrainian soldiers near Borova-Svatove in Ukraine's Kharkiv region in December.




This year, 90 percent of that windfall would go to funding weapons for Ukraine, the commission said, with the rest reserved for the bloc's fund for the reconstruction of Ukraine.



"The Russians will not be very happy," Josep Borrell Fontelles, the top E.U. diplomat, said this week. The amount of money, he added, "is not extraordinary, but it is not negligible."



An earlier version of this plan 
was delayed twice in the course of 2023
 over disagreements among member states and European Central Bank concerns. The bank, the Eurozone's version of the U.S. Federal Reserve, warned that using assets from another country's central bank could harm Europe's reputation as a safe place to store money, which could harm the bloc's aspiration to increase the international use of its common currency, the euro.



As Mr. Borrell had predicted, the Russians were outraged about the proposal. "This is outright banditry and theft," said the Russian Foreign Ministry's spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, on Thursday, Russia's TASS news agency reported.



The Kremlin spokesman, Dmitri Peskov, was more restrained. "The Europeans are perfectly aware of the damage that such decisions may cause both to their economy and to their image, their reputation as reliable guarantors of inviolability of property," Tass quoted him saying.



How else can the E.U. raise money for the war and weaponry?



The revenues from the frozen Russian assets are a start, but the European Union will need billions more to continue supporting Ukraine and bolster its own defense, particularly with the looming possibility of a complete rupture in American aid to Ukraine under a Trump presidency.



Arsenals across the bloc's 27 members have been depleted after two years of weapons and ammunition transfers to Ukraine. Just as important, the European defense industry says it needs more certainty and upfront investment before it can ramp up production.



Building an integrated military industry is new territory for the European Union, which from its inception has been primarily an economic and trade alliance.



But the need for Europeans to invest in defense has grown more urgent since recent remarks by former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee. He 
said last month
 that he would oppose NATO's defense of European members who underpaid toward the alliance's joint defense needs and 
that he would "encourage" Russia
 to "do whatever the hell they want" in Europe.



Europeans took note. "For decades, Europe has not invested enough in its security and defense," said Charles Michel, the president of the European Council, which sets policy priorities, in a letter to the E.U. leaders meeting in Brussels Thursday. "Now that we are facing the biggest security threat since the Second World War, it is high time we take radical and concrete steps to be defense-ready and put the E.U.'s economy on a 'war footing.'




President Charles Michel of the European Council, right, and Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal of Ukraine before a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday.




"This means spending more, and buying more jointly, thus more efficiently," he added. "We must also help the defense industry access private and public funds."



At the Thursday summit, E.U. leaders will discuss the idea of having the bloc's development and climate bank, the European Investment Bank, venture into defense purchases -- a major shift in its strategy and purpose from climate change and green energy, highlighting the urgency felt across the European Union to bolster military capabilities.



Some E.U. nations would like the bloc to jointly issue bonds to raise cheap funding for defense. But this is not popular among the richer E.U. nations, most notably Germany. The bloc also maintains the European Peace Facility, an off-budget pot of money that it has slowly tapped for defense purchases for Ukraine. France wants this fund to pay only for made-in-Europe equipment, which is seen as a major limitation given that the European defense industry says it is unable to produce enough quickly to satisfy growing needs.



Meanwhile, E.U. countries operating outside E.U. strictures and structures have been able to act faster to support Ukraine, underscoring the bloc's rigidities. The Czech Republic has been leading a buyers' group with other E.U. allies and has already secured 300,000 shells for Ukraine as its stockpiles run dangerously low.



Biden administration officials have made frequent trips to Europe to discuss using Russian assets to aid Ukraine. At a 
gathering of finance ministers in Brazil
 last month, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said that seizing assets outright was a possibility and suggested that there was a legal justification for doing so.



But the meeting was marred by divisions among the policymakers. Some, such as the French finance minister Bruno Le Maire, argued that taking Russian central bank assets directly would violate international law.




A Ukrainian soldier resupplying a howitzer near Kupiansk, Ukraine, in November.




Eshe Nelson
 contributed reporting from Frankfurt, and 
Alan Rappeport
 from Washington.
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Geologists Make It Official: We're Not in an 'Anthropocene' Epoch



The field's governing body ratified a vote by scientists on the contentious issue, ending a long effort to update the timeline of Earth's history.




We're still in the Holocene.




By Raymond Zhong


Mar 20, 2024


The highest governing body in geology has upheld 
a contested vote by scientists
 against adding the Anthropocene, or human age, to the official timeline of Earth's history.



The vote, which a committee of around two dozen scholars held in February, brought an end to nearly 15 years of debate about whether to declare that our species had transformed the natural world so thoroughly since the 1950s as to have sent the planet into a new epoch of geologic time.



Shortly after voting ended this month, however, the committee's chair, Jan A. Zalasiewicz, and vice chair, Martin J. Head, called for the results to be annulled. They said the members had voted prematurely, before evaluating all the evidence.



Dr. Zalasiewicz and Dr. Head also asserted that many members shouldn't have been allowed to vote in the first place because they had exceeded their term limits.



After considering the matter, the committee's parent body, the International Union of Geological Sciences, has decided the results will stand, the union's executive committee said in a statement on Wednesday.



That means it's official. Our planet, at least for the time being, is still in the Holocene epoch, which began 11,700 years ago with the most recent melting of the ice sheets.



Even if the Anthropocene does not yet have an official place on the geologic time scale, the term will "continue to be used not only by earth and environmental scientists, but also by social scientists, politicians and economists, as well as by the public at large," the statement from the geological union said. "It will remain an invaluable descriptor of human impact on the earth system."



The statement did not directly address Dr. Zalasiewicz's and Dr. Head's concerns about the voting process. It said only that the committee members had acted with integrity and had wide expertise as geologists. "The scientific decision is clear, and the specialists do not see any value in adding a new epoch in the geological record," the union's president, John Ludden, said by email.



Even though the voting results have been declared valid, Dr. Head, an earth scientist at Brock University in St. Catharines, Ontario, said he expected the Anthropocene episode to prompt geologists to change their procedures for deciding on future updates to the time scale.



"I feel this has been a missed opportunity to recognize and endorse a simple reality, that our planet left its natural functioning state in the mid-20th century," Dr. Head said by email. "A myriad of geological signals reflect this fact."



The Anthropocene issue has polarized scientists in a way that few issues in the history of the geological time scale ever have.



The scale divides Earth's past into chapters, many of which encapsulate planet-spanning changes. There's no question our time is 
full of such changes
. Pollution, urbanization, rapid greenhouse warming and other disruptions to ecosystems and natural processes have left traces that will linger in the rocks for long to come.



But to merit inclusion on the geological scale, any time interval needs to meet certain criteria, such as having a clear, objective starting point in the mineral record.



Last month, the first of three scientific committees began voting on whether the decades since World War II fit the bill. The results, which were 
first reported by The New York Times
, showed that most committee members weren't ready to ratify an epoch that is still so young, at least by the standards of Earth's 4.6-billion-year history. The rejection means the Anthropocene question will not advance to the next round of voting.



The results are "a sign that the system is not equipped to deal with looking at the present, nor with the rate of change currently occurring on our planet," said Brad E. Rosenheim, chair of the Geological Society of America's Geochronology Division, in a statement.



"Although it is unclear whether the Anthropocene will ever become a geological division, it is an important question for every one of us to ponder: What exactly are we doing to this planet that supports our civilization?" said Dr. Rosenheim, a geological oceanographer at the University of South Florida.



With the Anthropocene issue behind them, the keepers of the geologic timeline can now turn to other matters. Next on their agenda, among other things, is deciding precisely when the late Pleistocene epoch began.



That would be the time, something like 130,000 years ago, when the planet was warmer than it is today. As time went on, the world grew cold again. The ice sheets returned. Neanderthals and other prehistoric ancestors were either wiped out or assimilated, leaving only modern humans.



Geologists say this period deserves an official start date, but they still need to figure out how and where to define it. The question has been on their minds for a long time, longer than the Anthropocene has been. Much longer, in fact. The first time scientists officially put forth a potential starting point for the late Pleistocene was in 1932.
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Abel Prize Awarded for Studies of Universe's Randomness



Michel Talagrand of France has credited a brush with blindness for leading to the work that resulted in his recognition by the math equivalent of the Nobel Prize.




Michel Talagrand, a retired researcher at France's National Center for Scientific Research, won the Abel Prize for advances in understanding randomness in the universe.




By Kenneth Chang


Mar 20, 2024


A French mathematician is the recipient of this year's Abel Prize, the math equivalent of the Nobel, for advances in understanding randomness in the universe -- the heights of ocean waves crashing on a beach, the weights of babies, the ups and downs of the stock market -- work that has found use in mathematical physics and statistics.



The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, which runs the Abel Prize, announced Wednesday morning that the recipient was Michel Talagrand, 72, a former researcher at France's National Center for Scientific Research.



"Talagrand is an exceptionally prolific mathematician whose work has transformed probability theory, functional analysis and statistics," the academy said in its award citation. "His research is characterized by a desire to understand interesting problems at their most fundamental level, building new mathematical theories along the way."



Dr. Talagrand will receive 7.5 million Norwegian kroner, or about $700,000. That money, along with money he won in 2019 for the Shaw Prize, another prestigious award, will go to a new prize "in my favorite areas of mathematics," he said.



As a 15-year-old, a month in the hospital helped spur his mathematical abilities. A decade earlier, he had gone blind in his right eye after the retina detached, the result of a genetic condition. Then the retina in his left eye detached too. His father, a college math instructor, taught him mathematics while his eyes were bandaged.



"This is how I learned the power of abstraction," Dr. Talagrand wrote in 
an autobiography for the Shaw Prize
.



Up until then, he was an average student. "The trauma made me a different person, in a way that is still mysterious to me," he wrote. "When I returned to school, I was, at least in math and physics, an excellent student."



In an alternate universe, Dr. Talagrand might have ended up as a secondary school teacher not doing any research. But he also applied for a position at the National Center for Scientific Research that did not require a doctoral degree.



He was hired in 1974, and he remained at the center until he retired in 2017. (In 1977, he obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Paris VI.)



The Abel committee cited three areas of Dr. Talagrand's work.



One involves what is known as stochastic processes -- temperatures, water level in a river, market swings -- where measurements fluctuate randomly. Dr. Talagrand studied how to estimate the maximum of such random measurements. Someone building a house along a river might want to know, for example, the chances of flooding.



"You consider the level of the river as a stochastic process, and it develops over time, and you want to find the maximum this level can have over a period of 25 years," said Helge Holden, chairman of the prize committee.



An exact calculation is impossibly complex, but Dr. Talagrand's statistical methods were able to provide good estimates, better than he might have expected when he started the research.



"The universe turned out to be nice in this case," Dr. Talagrand said. "As simple as it could be."



Assaf Naor, a professor of mathematics at Princeton University, said Dr. Talagrand was able to use ideas of geometry to analyze what could be said about random measurements.



"This is a very remarkable connection," Dr. Naor said.



The technique is widely applicable, Dr. Naor said. "I'm not saying it's easy to implement, but you know that if you follow his recipe, if you succeed, you're going to get the truth."



A second area highlighted by the Abel committee involved how Dr. Talagrand helped show that there is a measure of predictability within random processes. A simple example is flipping a coin where there is a 50 percent chance of heads and 50 percent of tails. Flip the coin two times, and the expected value of the number of heads is one. But half of the time, the result will be as far away from the expected value as possible -- zero or two.



Flip the coin 1,000 times, and the result will be much closer to the expected value. 
An essay accompanying the earlier Shaw Prize
 pointed out that the probability that the number of heads will fall between 450 and 550 is about 99.7 percent; the chances that the number will be more than 600 are almost negligible.



The same applies to other more complex problems, like the number of bins needed to hold items of different sizes or the shortest distance that a traveling salesman could take to a number of different cities. 



Later, Dr. Talagrand became interested in a physics problem known as spin glasses, where there is a complicated interaction between individual magnets -- an example of a spin glass would be iron atoms randomly mixed into a grid of copper atoms. Based on intuition, a physicist, Giorgio Parisi, came up with a detailed description of how these disordered magnetic materials should behave.



"For a mathematician, this doesn't make any sense whatsoever," Dr. Talagrand said of the rationale Dr. Parisi used.



While mathematicians regarded coming up with a mathematical proof for Dr. Parisi's spin glasses as an impossibly difficult problem, Dr. Talagrand decided to try. "I say, 'OK, I'm not going to solve it, but there's nothing to lose trying,'" he said.



After five years without success, he made a simple observation that led to a solid proof showing that Dr. Parisi was correct.



"It turned out the solution was not that difficult," Dr. Talagrand said. "But of course, you couldn't get up in the morning and figure it out. There has to be a lot of humble work."



Dr. Parisi shared the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2019
 for his spin glass work.



For problems that Dr. Talagrand has not been figure out himself, he has offered money for anyone who can. On his website, he proclaims, "Become RICH with my prizes," listing five problems. One of them, known as the Bernoulli Conjecture, was indeed solved in 2012, and Dr. Talagrand paid out the $5,000 price to the two mathematicians who had produced the proof.



"I had worked on that for well over 10 years continuously, but I couldn't solve it," Dr. Talagrand said. "The most magnificent piece of mathematics I've ever seen. And I was really happy when they solved this, because I could never have done something that difficult."



Unlike Nobel Prize laureates who find out just before the prizes are publicly announced, Abel Prize winners get the news a few days in advance, usually from colleagues who were let in on the secret even earlier.



"The people who knew set a nice kind of little trap," Dr. Talagrand said, referring to a subterfuge of a telephone interview request to inform him of the news of the Abel Prize.



"My mind went absolutely blank for a good five seconds when I heard that," Dr. Talagrand said in an interview. "I would not have been more surprised if I saw the alien ship descend in front of the White House."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/science/abel-prize-mathematics-randomness.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Extreme Heat Wave Pushes South Sudan to Close Schools



Climate change already worsened floods and droughts in the young nation. Now, soaring temperatures are forecast for two weeks.




Sitting in the shade at a school that was closed because of extreme heat in Juba, South Sudan, on Monday.




By Abdi Latif Dahir


Mar 20, 2024


South Sudan has long been hit by climate change-exacerbated disasters like recurring droughts and floods. Now, extreme heat is forcing the world's youngest nation to close its schools.



The authorities have ordered schools across the country shuttered since Monday because of a wave of excessive heat that is expected to last at least two weeks. Temperatures are forecast to reach 113 degrees Fahrenheit, far above the 90-degree highs typically experienced in the dry season from December to March.



Officials did not say how long the schools would remain closed. But the health and education ministries said in a joint statement that "any school that will be found opened during this time will have its registration withdrawn."



Parents have also been urged to stop their children from playing outside and to monitor them for signs of heat exhaustion and heatstroke.



The sweltering temperatures in South Sudan, whose tropical climate includes both dry and wet seasons, are interrupting the onset of the academic year. Most schools in the East African nation, especially those outside Juba, the capital, are congested and underfunded and lack infrastructure such as air-conditioners to help withstand such heat.



South Sudan is highly exposed to severe climatic events, including droughts, 
floods
 and rising temperatures. These changes have exacerbated displacement, food insecurity and communal conflict in the nation of 11 million people, which gained independence from Sudan in 2011.



The heat wave is also expected to put pressure on the country's nascent health care system, which has long grappled with limited financing and worker shortages.



South Sudan is not the only African country where extreme weather events have precipitated school shutdowns. In 2022, Malawi's government shortened the school day in the southern Shire Valley because of rising temperatures. And in Uganda, severe floods have repeatedly forced the government to 
close schools
 over the years.



Yet in South Sudan, conflict, 
a worsening humanitarian crisis
 and a tense political environment have made it even harder to mitigate the turmoil of climate change.



South Sudan's civil war
 has claimed the lives of some 400,000 people and displaced millions more since 2013. And although a 
tenuous political agreement
 has held between the country's feuding leaders over the past few years, a growing humanitarian crisis and 
deadly rifts among forces within the ruling alliance
 have added to the uncertainty over whether repeatedly postponed elections will take place this year.



At the same time, 
the war in neighboring Sudan
 has 
forced the return of nearly half a million South Sudanese
 who had fled the conflict in their own country. Many have come back to towns and villages where their homes and farms have been pillaged and are finding it hard to rebuild their lives.



Emmanuel Lokosang, the head teacher at Jada Jedid Nursery and Primary School in the capital, said he hoped the weather would cool down soon so that students could resume classes.



"Juba is really hot," Mr. Lokosang, whose school has over 600 students, said in a telephone interview Wednesday morning.



He added: "We hope they don't delay for long, because the more we delay, the more it affects the academic calendar and how we can recover the curriculum."
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In Hong Kong, China's Grip Can Feel Like 'Death by a Thousand Cuts'



As Hong Kong's leaders embrace China's top-down political culture, many believe the city's dynamism and vitality are slipping away.




Hong Kong's skyline. The government has focused on security in an effort to revive the city.




By David Pierson and Tiffany May


Mar 19, 2024


Once one of Asia's most high-flying cities, Hong Kong is now grappling with a deep pessimism.



The stock market is in the tank, home values have tumbled and emigration is fueling a brain drain. Some of the 
hottest restaurants, spas and shopping malls
 that local residents are flocking to are across the border, in the mainland Chinese city of Shenzhen.



"It pains me to say Hong Kong is over," Stephen Roach, an economist and a former chairman of Morgan Stanley Asia long known for his optimism about the city, wrote in a recent commentary in The Financial Times.



The government needs to revive Hong Kong's economy and promote its global image, but it has instead largely focused on national security. It moved with unusual speed on Tuesday to pass a package of 
updated and new security laws
 aimed at curbing foreign influence and dissent with penalties like life imprisonment for treason and other political crimes. The legislation could deter even more foreign businesses, already a shrinking presence, from investing in Hong Kong.



The malaise hanging over Hong Kong is partly a consequence of its status as a bridge between China and the West, with the city's growth dragged down by the mainland's sputtering economy and China's tensions with the United States.



But at the heart of Hong Kong's troubles is a crisis of identity, as the city's Beijing-backed officials push the once freewheeling city away from the West and embrace the top-down political culture and nationalistic fervor of President Xi Jinping's China.



"People are very unhappy for all kinds of reasons," said Emily Lau, a veteran pro-democracy politician and former lawmaker who now hosts an interview show on YouTube. "Of course, the authorities will not admit it publicly, but I think they know it."



Hong Kong, a former British colony, had been promised a degree of autonomy from Beijing after it returned to Chinese rule in 1997, with freedoms unseen in the mainland. But after massive 
antigovernment demonstrations
 engulfed the city for months in 2019, Beijing imposed a sweeping national security law on Hong Kong in 2020 that the authorities used to crush the pro-democracy opposition with ferocity.




Protesters and police clashing in Hong Kong in August 2019.




In the Chinese Communist Party's telling, the protests were fueled by Western forces seeking to undermine Chinese sovereignty. John Lee, the city's Beijing-backed leader and a former police officer, casts Hong Kong as a city still besieged by subversive foreign forces.



Mr. Lee says
 
the new security laws will eliminate such threats and be "the strongest foundation for Hong Kong's prosperity and stability."



Mr. Lee and Chinese officials have argued that such laws are long overdue. The Basic Law, the city's mini constitution, calls for Hong Kong to retain its own political and economic system for 50 years, but also requires it, under Article 23, to pass its own internal security laws. The government first tried to enact Article 23 laws in 2003 but backed down after hundreds of thousands of residents took to the streets in protest, fearing the legislation would limit civil liberties.



With the security laws in place, officials now say, the government can focus on other needs, like reviving the economy.



But it is unclear if Hong Kong can retain the dynamism and vitality that drove its prosperity at a time when Beijing's control is so overt. The new rules also raise questions about how the boundaries have shifted.



"Xi Jinping knows Article 23 will damage Hong Kong's reputation as a financial center," said Willy Lam, an analyst of Chinese politics at the Jamestown Foundation in Washington. "He knows Beijing needs Hong Kong for foreign investment, foreign exchange and stock market listings. But he is a totally ideological leader. It is far more important to him that he demonstrate his power, flex his muscles and emasculate all opposition in Hong Kong."




Hundreds of thousands of people protested against Article 23 in Hong Kong in July 2003.




To visit Hong Kong today and scratch beneath the surface is to view a city that is vastly different from the vibrant, sometimes raucous political culture that existed before the current crackdown.



Now, government critics and opposition lawmakers languish in jail. Jimmy Lai, a pro-democracy media tycoon, is standing trial on national security charges. Independent news organizations have been forced to close. Civil servants and public schoolteachers are being told to take loyalty oaths and pass national security tests.



In this new environment, even sports cannot escape politics. Last month, an outcry erupted in Hong Kong after the soccer star Lionel Messi sat out an exhibition match against a team of local players because of an injury. The government had promoted the Inter Miami match, for which many tickets had sold for hundreds of dollars each, as a way to help generate excitement in the city.



But when Mr. Messi stayed on the bench, disappointing fans, officials and Chinese state news media suggested that he had been used by the United States in a conspiracy to embarrass Hong Kong. Mr. Messi later posted a video clip on social media denying the allegations and professing his affection for China, footage that some internet users said looked like a hostage video.



One of the most strident voices criticizing Mr. Messi was Regina Ip, a senior adviser to the Hong Kong government and a veteran pro-Beijing lawmaker.



"Hong Kong people hate Messi, Inter-Miami, and the black hand behind them, for the deliberate and calculated snub to Hong Kong," she wrote on X, formerly known as Twitter.



The controversy around Mr. Messi was a prominent example of an increasingly prickly official atmosphere -- but it was far from the exception.



Mrs. Ip also criticized Mr. Roach, the economist, for his "Hong Kong is over" commentary in The Financial Times, saying that he ignored the actual causes of the financial hub's economic woes, which she attributed to American policies, such as federal interest rate hikes. Other top officials accused Mr. Roach of scaremongering.



(In response to the backlash, Mr. Roach wrote a commentary for The South China Morning Post, a Hong Kong newspaper, arguing that the city lacked the dynamism to overcome Beijing's tightening political grip, geopolitical tensions with the United States and a protracted decline in China's economic growth.)



"The energy and unbridled optimism that was once Hong Kong's most salient characteristic, its greatest asset, has been sapped," Mr. Roach wrote.



City officials now routinely lash out at foreign governments, diplomats and the news media for any criticism of Hong Kong's policies. Even voices from within the Hong Kong establishment are not spared the scoldings.



When a pro-Beijing lawmaker complained that police officers were issuing too many fines, Mr. Lee, the city's leader, rebuked him for what he called an act of "soft resistance."



The authorities have used this term to describe an insidious, passive defiance against the government. According to Mr. Lee, that defiance includes complaints that Hong Kong is too focused on national security.




John Lee, center, the leader of Hong Kong, at the National People's Congress in Beijing this month. Mr. Lee said the city's new security laws would eliminate threats from subversive foreign forces.




The Article 23 legislation is meant to root out such "soft resistance," officials 
have said
, as well as fill in gaps left by the national security law that China directly imposed. The laws center on five areas: treason, insurrection, sabotage, external interference and the theft of state secrets and espionage.



Legal experts and trade groups said the laws' broad and often vague wording created potential risks for businesses operating in or looking to invest in Hong Kong. The government had to scramble this month to deny reports that it was considering banning Facebook and YouTube as part of the legislation.



"An unfettered flow of information is crucial for the city to maintain its status as Asia's financial center," Wang Xiangwei, an associate professor of journalism at Hong Kong Baptist University, wrote in an editorial published on Monday in The South China Morning Post, where he once served as chief editor.



The uncertainty has led some foreign firms to begin treating Hong Kong as if it were the mainland. They have begun using burner phones and limiting local employees' access to their companies' global databases.



Mark Lee, a Hong Kong native, said that the more his city looked and felt like the mainland, the more tempted he was to emigrate overseas.



The 36-year-old personal trainer said that in the last few years, about a quarter of the 200 people who used to belong to his WhatsApp group for organizing group runs and workout sessions had left Hong Kong. He is reluctant to have a child because he is worried about Hong Kong's public school system, where national security education is required.



"When Hong Kong is not my city anymore, I will have to leave," Mr. Lee said. The changes, he added, felt like "death by a thousand cuts."



Keith Bradsher
 and 
Olivia Wang
 contributed reporting.
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Where Are Hong Kong's Leading Pro-Democracy Figures Now?



The city enacted tough new security legislation with little public outcry, partly because those who would have opposed it were either in jail or in exile.




A protest against the extradition law in Hong Kong in June 2019.




By Tiffany May


Mar 20, 2024


In 2019, Hong Kong erupted into the most stunning expression of public anger with Beijing in decades. Protesters broke into the legislature and vandalized it. They bought full-page advertisements in international newspapers, criticizing the government. Lawmakers hurled unsavory objects in meetings to protest unpopular bills.



In the years since then, China has waged an expansive crackdown on Hong Kong to crush the opposition. Beijing directly imposed a national security law on the city in 2020 that gave the authorities a powerful tool to round up critics, including a prominent pro-democracy media tycoon.



So when Hong Kong's pro-Beijing lawmakers passed a new security law on Tuesday that expanded the authorities' power even more, the vote was virtually unopposed. The most vocal pro-democracy activists and lawmakers are now either in prison or self-imposed exile.



Chow Hang Tung, lawyer, in jail




Chow Hang Tung in 2021.




Chow Hang Tung was a human rights lawyer representing other activists on trial for national security offenses, until she herself was arrested in 2021.



Now, she says, she had no other option but to "become a columnist," writing open letters from jail, which are then posted online by her friends. She has also 
filed several legal appeals
, writing statements to the court by hand because she had no access to a computer or the internet.



Recently, Ms. Chow has taken aim at 
Hong Kong's new security legislation
, saying that officials were trying to blame the turbulence it had experienced on ordinary people and vague "foreign forces."



She faces multiple charges, including some under the 2020 national security law, related to her role in organizing a candlelight vigil commemorating victims of the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown in Beijing. 



Being in jail has not stopped her from trying to speak out. Ms. Chow has tried to use her many 
court appearances as platforms
 from which to criticize Beijing, including over its longstanding repression of the Tiananmen Mothers, a group representing victims of the massacre.



Ted Hui, ex-lawmaker, in exile in Australia




Ted Hui at a rally in support of Hong Kongers, in Sydney, Australia, in 2021.




Ted Hui was known for being a confrontational lawmaker.



In 2020, he hurled a foul-smelling rotting plant onto the floor of the legislative chamber to protest a bill making it a crime to disrespect the Chinese anthem. At street rallies, he used his megaphone to warn riot police not to hurt protesters; one officer responded by firing 
pepper spray into Mr. Hui's eyes
.



Mr. Hui was arrested in 2020 and accused of unlawful assembly and other charges. He managed to flee to Copenhagen with the help of two Danish politicians, and was later joined by his family.



At first, the authorities froze his family's bank accounts. But they later backed down because of an outcry, and Mr. Hui was able to recover his family's savings.



Mr. Hui is one of around a dozen high-profile pro-democracy activists whom the authorities regard as "absconders." The new security law now prohibits any attempt to help "absconders" access their assets or property.



"Hong Kongers should be prepared to expect that what has happened to me could become a part of everyday life for regular residents," he said in a phone interview from Adelaide, Australia, where he and his family have settled.



Claudia Mo, veteran lawmaker, in jail




Claudia Mo in Hong Kong in 2020.




Claudia Mo was among 
47 pro-democracy leaders
 charged with "conspiracy to commit subversion" after taking part in an unofficial primary election.



Prosecutors cited 
television interviews
 and WhatsApp messages with journalists from The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times as 
evidence
 against her. Ms. Mo has been behind bars for more than three years and is awaiting sentencing after pleading guilty.



According to a 
former lawmaker
 who visits Ms. Mo in jail, she has been studying French and teaching English to fellow detainees, including the finer points of figures of speech like "tell me about it" and "over the moon."



Ms. Mo, a former journalist, was known as a moderate in the pro-democracy camp. When masked young protesters stormed the Legislative Council with makeshift battering rams in 2019, Ms. Mo was among a number of veteran politicians urging the demonstrators to stop.



"Please ask if it's worth it," she 
told one protester
. "Think about your mother."



Jimmy Lai, media mogul, in jail




Jimmy Lai at the Stanley prison in Hong Kong in 2023.




Jimmy Lai, one of the most outspoken critics of China's Communist Party, is on trial on national security charges.



For years, China's state-controlled media outlets have denounced him as a "C.I.A. agent." Prosecutors have portrayed him as the master conspirator behind the 2019 protests that roiled Hong Kong. Mr. Lai has 
pleaded not guilty
.



Mr. Lai, who was born on the mainland and moved to Hong Kong at age 12, made his fortune from clothing. But after the Tiananmen massacre, Mr. Lai became a publisher, launching the Apple Daily newspaper in 1995 that became a platform for pro-democracy voices.



After Beijing imposed the 2020 security law, the authorities raided Apple Daily's offices and arrested Mr. Lai. The newspaper was forced to close in 2021 after several top editors and writers and a senior executive of Mr. Lai's media group were also charged with "conspiracy to commit collusion" with foreign forces. Those former employees have 
pleaded guilty
.



"I believe in the media, by delivering information, you're actually delivering freedom," Mr. Lai said in 
an interview
 in 2020 with The Times.



Nathan Law, activist, in exile in London




Nathan Law in London in 2023.




Nathan Law was a student leader in 2014 protests known as the Umbrella Movement, which called for freer elections. He became the city's youngest elected lawmaker at age 23 but was quickly disqualified. And in 2017, he was jailed on charges of inciting the 2014 street protests.



Mr. Law escaped Hong Kong shortly before the passage of the security law and was granted 
asylum in Britain
 in 2021.



He is now one of the most prominent young Hong Kong activists abroad, often testifying before American and European lawmakers.



Recently, he organized 
Hong Kong March
, a monthlong cultural festival featuring film screenings, calligraphy classes and fairs in various cities in England. He is the founder of Hong Kong Umbrella Community, a nonprofit focused on the Hong Kong diaspora.



"I think having that independent cultural work is crucial to preserve our identity and history and sense of community," he said in a phone interview. "Though we will undoubtedly be less connected to the one in Hong Kong, we can at least be more connected to the one overseas."



Anna Kwok, activist, in exile in Washington, D.C.




Anna Kwok in Washington D.C. in 2023.




Anna Kwok, a Hong Kong activist based in Washington, is one of 13 overseas dissidents the Hong Kong government has targeted with 
bounties of about $130,000
 and promised to pursue "for life." (The others include Mr. Law and Mr. Hui.)



She had helped the protesters in 2019 from afar, raising 
hundreds of thousands of dollars
 anonymously as part of a 
crowdfunding campaign to pay for front-page newspaper advertisements
 criticizing the government.



She later became executive director of the Hong Kong Democracy Council and urged the U.S. government to bar John Lee, Hong Kong's leader, from attending the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in San Francisco in November. She traveled to the summit to 
protest the attendance of Xi Jinping, China's leader
.



In a phone interview, Ms. Kwok said she was disheartened that the new security law had passed with no objection or protest. She worried that future generations would forget that many of the city's residents had once fought hard for democracy.



"No matter how unfree the environment is, we can still keep our minds free," she said. "And, that is the freedom we have to preserve."
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Vietnam's President Resigns Over Communist Party Breaches, State Media Says



The nature of President Vo Van Thuong's wrongdoing was unclear, but his departure could be a sign of an internal power struggle among Vietnam's leaders.




President Biden meeting with President Vo Van Thuong of Vietnam in Hanoi, in 2023.




By Sui-Lee Wee


Mar 20, 2024


President Vo Van Thuong of Vietnam has resigned after violating Communist Party regulations, state media reported on Wednesday, the second president to step down in a little over a year. The reports did not offer any details about his alleged wrongdoing.



While the president is part of a leadership collective -- which includes the leader of the Communist Party, the prime minister and Parliament -- that governs Vietnam, the post is a ceremonial one. In recent years, power has been largely consolidated in the hands of the party leader, Nguyen Phu Trong.



Still, Mr. Thuong's resignation is likely to unnerve many officials within a one-party system that prides itself on unity and stability. And it could be a sign of an internal power struggle for the future of Vietnam -- Mr. Thuong, 53, was the youngest president in recent history and seen as a potential successor to Mr. Trong, who is 79, in ill health and had recommended him for the job.



"The mere fact that two presidents have resigned within two years is not a positive sign for a country often praised for political stability," said Nguyen Khac Giang, a visiting fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, a research organization in Singapore. He said Mr. Thuong's resignation signaled an "intensifying" period of power struggle within the Communist Party ahead of the next leadership transition in 2026.



Vietnam's Communist Party has governed the country for nearly five decades since reunification. In 2021, Mr. Trong was 
reappointed as general secretary
 for an unprecedented third five-year term as party leaders failed to reach consensus on his successor.



Vietnam has often been praised for the delicate balance it has struck between the United States and China. During his short tenure, Mr. Thuong met with many foreign leaders -- including President Biden and President Xi Jinping of China -- as the world's major powers courted Vietnam, home to one of Asia's fastest-growing economies. But the shake-up could spook foreign investors, who have flocked to Vietnam in recent years, believing that the country offered a stable political climate.



On Wednesday, Vietnam's state news outlets reported that Mr. Thuong had asked to resign after the Central Inspection Committee found that he violated regulations for party members. It did not specify what regulations those were, but the party has often used such language to indicate corruption.



"Thuong's violations and shortcomings have caused bad public opinion, affecting the reputation of the party, the state and him personally," according to a report from Dan Tri, a state-run online publication. The report was carried verbatim by other state news outlets.



Mr. Thuong's resignation comes amid a yearslong anti-corruption campaign that has led to the downfall of many top officials, including his predecessor.



Earlier this month, several top officials in Quang Ngai Province were arrested on bribery charges, fueling rumors that Mr. Thuong could soon be in trouble. That's because he had served as the party secretary of that south-central region from August 2011 to April 2014.



Speculation about Mr. Thuong's downfall grew stronger in recent days, after a state visit to Vietnam by the Dutch royal family slated for next week was suddenly postponed.



The sweeping anti-corruption effort was launched by Mr. Trong, the Communist Party chief, in 2016. He said graft could threaten the survival of the Communist Party, and vowed to eradicate "bad roots" and purify the party. Vietnam ranks 83 out of 180 countries on Transparency International's corruption index, below China and Cuba.



Thousands of 
party members across all levels
 of government have been sacked, dismissed from the party or imprisoned, though many have questioned whether some of these targets were political purges within a closed political system.



The campaign expanded to the top tier of party leadership in recent years. Mr. Thuong's predecessor, Nguyen Xuan Phuc, resigned in January 2023. His departure came after the authorities said that two deputy prime ministers and three ministers "committed violations" in relation to two scandals involving the distribution of Covid testing kits and the repatriation of Vietnamese during the pandemic. In March 2023, Mr. Thuong became president.



Several analysts have said the results of the campaign have been mixed. While red tape and bribery appear to have decreased, there has also been a slowdown in decision-making. Officials have been hesitant to approve business licenses for fear of being embroiled in a possible investigation. Since 2020, about 40,000 public employees have resigned, leaving a weakened bureaucracy.



Mr. Giang said it was likely that Mr. Thuong was forced to step down over accusations of graft.



"Ultimately, the forced resignations of two presidents send a clear message: No one is safe," he said.
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House of Lords Stalls U.K. Bill to Send Asylum Seekers to Rwanda



Parliament is all but certain to approve the government's plan, but a rare show of defiance by the unelected upper house showed the depth of opposition.




Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of Britain argues that flights to Rwanda would be a vital deterrent to immigration.




By Stephen Castle and Mark Landler


Mar 20, 2024


Britain's House of Lords dealt a sharp setback to the government on Wednesday, voting to amend the Conservative Party's flagship immigration legislation and potentially delay a contentious plan to put asylum seekers on one-way flights to Rwanda.



It was an unusual display of defiance by the Lords, many of whom object to the policy on legal and constitutional grounds. While the Conservative government, with a comfortable majority in the House of Commons, can ultimately get the bill passed, the back-and-forth with the House of Lords, the unelected upper house of Parliament, could thwart the government's hopes for a quick start to a plan it views as critical to its fortunes in an election year.



Prime Minister Rishi Sunak argues that the flights to Rwanda, a small country in East Africa, would be a vital deterrent that could stem the flow of tens of thousands of people who make dangerous crossings from France to Britain each year on small, often unseaworthy boats.



The government does not expect any such flights until May, and, after Wednesday's actions by the House of Lords, that timeline could now slip to June. The prime minister's office had no immediate comment.



Those chosen for the first flight are expected to file legal appeals that could stymie the plan further.



Under the legislation, those deported from Britain would have their asylum claims assessed in Rwanda. But even if the claims were successful, the deportees would stay there and not be allowed to settle in Britain.



The policy was launched
 by a former prime minister, Boris Johnson, almost two years ago. But despite paying hundreds of millions of pounds to Rwanda as part of its agreement with that nation, the British government so far has not been able to send a single asylum seeker there.




Migrants crowded onto a small boat in the English Channel this month. Every year, thousands risk the dangerous crossing.




The government has been under heavy pressure over the arrival of small boats on the British coast, which have become a symbol of its failure to contain immigration. Taking control of Britain's frontiers was a central promise of the 2016 Brexit campaign, championed by Mr. Johnson and supported by Mr. Sunak.



In June 2022, 
last-minute legal action grounded
 the first scheduled flight of asylum seekers to Rwanda, and since then, the policy has been on hold. Last year Britain's Supreme Court 
ruled against the plan
, declaring that Rwanda was not a safe destination for refugees and there was a risk that some sent there would be returned to their countries of origin, where they could be at risk.



The bill debated on Wednesday overrules that judgment, declaring Rwanda a safe country and instructing the courts to consider it as such. That approach was heavily criticized in the House of Lords, whose members include many former lawmakers, lawyers, judges, civil servants and diplomats.



In a debate last month, Kenneth Clarke, a Conservative former chancellor of the Exchequer, said the legislation set "an extremely dangerous precedent" by contradicting the Supreme Court on a point of law.



In its deliberations, the House of Lords advanced a series of amendments, but those were overturned this week by the elected, and far more powerful, House of Commons. On Wednesday, the Lords voted to reinstate seven amendments, including one requiring that Rwanda supply evidence that it is a safe destination for refugees.



The upper chamber can do little more than postpone a bill, and, lacking democratic legitimacy, it invariably bows to the will of the House of Commons eventually. But that did not stop some members from striking a defiant tone.



"I know that some noble Lords feel that the Commons must have the last word," said David Hope, a retired Scottish judge who is a nonpartisan member of the House of Lords. "But on this occasion I really invite those Lordships who are minded to take that view to think very carefully."




Back-and-forth with the House of Lords, the unelected upper house of Parliament, could thwart the government's immigration plan.




Vernon Coaker, a member speaking for the opposition Labour Party, which is against the plan, criticized the government for refusing to give any weight to the previous amendments submitted by the House of Lords. Any delays to the deportation policy were the government's fault, he said, because it controls the parliamentary timetable.



But he conceded that the legislation would ultimately pass. "We have said all along, and I repeat here, that it is not our intention to block the bill," he said.



In addition to the legislation, known as the Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Bill, the British government negotiated a new treaty with the Rwandan government to try to address the concerns raised by the Supreme Court.



Under the latest version of the plan, even those whose asylum claims were rejected while they were in Rwanda would be allowed to stay there. That was designed to allay fears that they could be sent back to their countries of origin, where they might be at risk.



Even so, the bill has been fiercely criticized by human rights groups. "This could all come to an end now if the government abandons the cruel policy of refusing to decide asylum claims this country receives," said Sacha Deshmukh, Amnesty International U.K.'s chief executive.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/world/europe/uk-rwanda-bill-lords.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




News Analysis



The War in Gaza Has Left a Power Vacuum, and Scant Planning to Fill It



Analysts say the Israeli military's return to the largest hospital complex in the enclave may foretell more chaos without governance.




A ceremony in 2022 for the 35th anniversary of the founding of Hamas in Gaza City.




By Adam Rasgon


Mar 20, 2024


Since the start of the war in the Gaza Strip, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has repeatedly spoken of the need to topple Hamas but has done little to address the power vacuum that would leave -- especially after Israeli forces withdraw.



That is already apparent in Gaza City, where a deadly battle at the territory's largest hospital complex stretched into a third day on Wednesday, after the Israeli military said the re-emergence of Hamas fighters had forced it to return to a site it 
first stormed in November
.



The military said on Wednesday that it had killed dozens of militants in the operation at Al-Shifa Hospital and questioned or arrested hundreds of people, while Hamas has said that it caused "deaths and injuries" to Israeli forces; neither account could be independently confirmed. The crossfire has endangered displaced people seeking shelter on the grounds, along with medical teams, patients and nearby residents.



Former Israeli security officials are split on how to address the growing anarchy in northern Gaza, but many agree that until the government has a detailed, workable plan for how the enclave will be governed and made secure, it will be impossible to chart a path toward a more stable future. And they said Mr. Netanyahu should have long since developed such a plan.



"It's a huge mistake" not to have a governing plan now, said Gen. Gadi Shamni, a retired commander of the Gaza division of the Israeli Defense Forces. "It might take months or even years to create a successful alternative, but we need to start moving things in that direction."




Gazans on Wednesday mourned Palestinians killed in a strike in Gaza City.




"We will continue doing these back-and-forth operations much longer than necessary," he said. "Every time the I.D.F. leaves an area, Hamas will return."



Mr. Netanyahu last month 
proposed a plan
 that called for Israeli security control over Gaza after the war and for the "administration of civilian affairs and the enforcement of public order" based on unnamed "local stakeholders with managerial experience" and no connections to terrorist groups like Hamas, which took control of Gaza in 2007. It envisions eliminating the United Nations agency that is a major provider of social services and employment in Gaza, without detailing what, if anything, would take up the slack.



The prime minister's office said the plan "reflects broad public consensus over the goals of the war and for replacing Hamas rule in Gaza with a civilian alternative."



But many experts said it was vague and an unrealistic effort to procrastinate on serious action.



"Lives have been transformed into hell," said Talal Okal, a political analyst from Gaza City who fled northern Gaza in October and is now in the United Arab Emirates. "Netanyahu and his partners don't want to answer the question of the day after the war."



Mr. Netanyahu has outright rejected calls by the Biden administration and others for an 
overhauled Palestinian Authority
 -- which now has limited governing powers in the West Bank -- to govern Gaza as well. Many of his allies oppose unified control of the two territories as a step toward Palestinian statehood.




Israelis blocking the entrance to UNRWA, the main U.N. agency that provides aid to Palestinians in Gaza, during a protest in Jerusalem on Wednesday.




Yet there are no simple options for governing Gaza, Israeli security analysts say. Many Palestinians see the Palestinian Authority as tainted by corruption and mismanagement, and it is mistrusted by many Israelis as well.



Some Israeli military officials and politicians have called for Israel to occupy Gaza, at least temporarily, after the war, but that is widely opposed by the international community, it would put enormous limits on Palestinian freedoms and it would be a drain on Israel's resources. How Hamas and other factions would confront an occupation would also pose a challenge.



Other former Israeli officials say that Mr. Netanyahu must introduce a governing body now in areas where the army has pulled out in order to block Hamas from reconstituting itself and to prevent chaos from proliferating. They argue that Israel's forces would most likely have to continue returning to parts of Gaza, as they did at Al-Shifa, and without a more comprehensive plan would be left fighting a protracted war of attrition.



General Shamni said that Mr. Netanyahu's stance so far reflected the fact that his government depends on hard-line coalition partners who vehemently oppose Palestinian statehood.



"What's most important to him is his political survival," General Shamni said.



Other retired Israeli officials have argued the Palestinian Authority is too weak to govern Gaza, but they have agreed that the status quo of leaving areas ungoverned is untenable. Instead, Israel should fully occupy Gaza first and then try to introduce an alternative governing body, they argue.




Supplies being dropped into Gaza on Wednesday.




Michael Milshtein, a former Israeli military intelligence officer, said this week's raid on Al-Shifa showed the need for a bigger Israeli security presence in the north.



"People are asking: Didn't we already clean Shifa? We very much didn't," Mr. Milshtein said. "If you don't remain there, within five minutes, they come back," he said, referring to Hamas.



The Gazan Health Ministry has condemned the Israeli raid as a "crime against health institutions," and humanitarian organizations expressed alarm over the situation at the complex, which, along with the surrounding area, had been sheltering thousands of people.



Fully occupying Gaza would require Israel to increase its forces there and dedicate more resources to providing services to Palestinians. At the same time, the military is clashing with Hezbollah along the border with Lebanon, and the mobilization of reservists has 
strained the Israeli economy
.




An Israeli tank near the border with Gaza on Wednesday.




Occupation would also defy international calls for Israel, including by President Biden, not to take such action.



For Palestinians, it would mean that the Israeli military would remain in full control of Gaza's cities and entry and exit points.



Hamas would be likely to suffer under such a scenario, with less room to maneuver, because Israeli soldiers would be able to clamp down on the group more easily, but it is not clear just how Hamas and other groups would respond. Decades of Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories has not eliminated armed militant groups opposing its presence.



With experts warning of imminent famine in Gaza, prolonged debates about postwar governance come at the cost of Gaza's residents, said Mr. Okal, the political analyst from Gaza City.



"Complete chaos has taken hold and the people are paying the price," he said. "But what can they do? All they can do is raise their hands and pray to God."
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News Analysis



Fight Over Texas Law Underscores a Battle of America vs. Its States



The partisan gridlock gumming up Washington has prompted states controlled by one party to set off on their own.




State flags of Texas and Florida flying on the southern border near Eagle Pass, Texas. A Texas law that would allow the state to deport migrants is under federal appeal.




By Charlie Savage and Jack Healy


Mar 20, 2024


The face-off between Texas and the federal government over whether the state can enforce its own immigration policy reflects a broader and recurring feature of American politics: a number of hot-button issues have become proxy battles over who gets to decide.



During the Trump administration, Democratic-run states like California and blue cities like New York waged legal fights over their right to pass sanctuary laws to protect migrants. Now, the conflict over whether Texas can arrest and deport migrants is just one part of a larger campaign that red states have directed at the Biden administration.



A coalition of Republican state attorneys general has also gone to court to thwart the administration's efforts to regulate methane emissions from oil and gas drilling, to block a program that allows humanitarian entry to migrants from specific countries, and to halt an effort to crack down on gun accessories, among others.



The balance of power between the national government and states has been a source of tensions in the United States since its founding, leading to the Civil War. But in the 21st century, as partisan polarization has intensified, it has morphed into a new dynamic, with states controlled by the party opposed to the president regularly testing the boundaries.



The political issues run the gamut -- and include topics like abortion, gun control, same-sex marriage and even marijuana legalization -- but the larger pattern is clear: Whenever one party wins control of the central government, the other party uses its control of various states to try to resist national policies.



"We're seeing stuff we've never seen in the modern era," said Heather K. Gerken, the dean of Yale Law School who has written 
about contemporary federalism
. "It's really stunning what kind of proxy war is taking place. It's all because the vicious partisanship that has long been a feature of Washington has now filtered down to the states."




The balance of power between the federal government and states has been a source of tensions in the United States since its founding.




A clause in the Constitution says that federal statutes are supreme, and the traditional understanding is that where federal and state law conflict, federal law prevails. At the same time, the Constitution only grants certain powers to the federal government and reserves the rest to states. In practice, the powers of both levels often overlap.



As a result, the lines are not always clear, said Jessica Bulman-Pozen, a Columbia law professor who has written about what she calls "
partisan federalism
." That ambiguity, she said, combined with the increasing nationalization of politics, has caused the parties to use control of states to resist presidents of the other party.



"We have a lot of political fighting that gets channeled through this federalist structure, where if you have a Democratic president, Republican-led states try to pick fights with the presidency and the same with Democratic states during Republican administrations," Ms. Bulman-Pozen said. "And certain people's views about state power and federalism are wont to change with different administrations and different exercises of power."



Political scientists say the growing partisan gridlock gumming up Washington over the past 20 years has created the conditions for states that are handily controlled by one party or the other, like Texas and California, to set off on their own.



Liberal states like California and Democratic-run cities have passed gun restrictions, auto-emissions standards that are stricter than national standards and sanctuary policies to limit how local law-enforcement officers can work with federal immigration agents. Meanwhile, Republican states passed stringent abortion bans and declared themselves Second Amendment sanctuaries.



"The states have been growing more and more powerful," said Lara M. Brown, a political scientist and author. "Most of us exist under state laws more than federal laws. Texans are happy they can walk around with their guns. And Californians are happy people aren't."



Akhil Reed Amar
, a Yale Law School professor, said the arguments over federalism pit two ideals against each other. One is that everyone will be happier if different parts of the country can govern themselves, so long as people can move to the places they agree with. The other is that to be a viable country with an integrated economy, there have to be certain basic rules and uniform national rights.



History shows there are limits to how differently states can govern, in part because what happens in one state can affect another.



A judge on the federal appeals panel weighing Texas's immigration law scrutinized that question on Wednesday, asking whether the state could arrest an undocumented migrant who crossed into the state not from Mexico, but from Arizona. "Maybe?" responded Aaron L. Nielson, the Texas solicitor general.



Just as in the 19th century it proved untenable for the nation to endure while some states permitted slavery and others outlawed it -- with fights over issues like what happened when an enslaved person was taken to or fled to a free state -- the political reality is that people try to use national control to impose a uniform vision.



For nearly 50 years, the Supreme Court's landmark ruling in Roe v. Wade meant that states could not outlaw abortion. Then, after a conservative majority overturned that decision in 2022, many Republican-controlled states imposed sharp restrictions on the procedure, while Democratic-controlled ones did not.



But the issue remains volatile. Disputes have emerged over whether antiabortion states can criminalize traveling elsewhere to terminate pregnancies and whether states supporting abortion rights can mail abortion pills to women living in states where the procedure is outlawed. And both supporters and opponents of abortion have floated passing national legislation to impose their respective ideals across the country.



The battles over uniformity and diversity do not always play out in court. Despite federal laws outlawing marijuana, Washington has largely allowed more than 30 states to legalize and regulate medical or recreational cannabis, for example.



But very often these fights end up in litigation, putting ultimate resolution in the hands of the Supreme Court. Since the court has increasingly tilted to the right because of President Donald J. Trump's three appointments, Republicans have an edge.



In 2015, for example, the court voted 5 to 4 to strike down laws in conservative-leaning states that limited marriage to heterosexual couples, allowing same-sex couples to marry in all 50 states. In 2022, the court's widened conservative majority -- in addition to overturning Roe v. Wade -- 
voted in a 6-to-3 decision to strike down laws in New York
 and other liberal-leaning states that placed strict limits on carrying guns in public.



Still, the deeper roots of the conflicts are found in the structure of the United States government that has put the powers of the national government in tension with states from the beginning.



"You see it over and over again," said David I. Levine, a professor with the University of California College of the Law, San Francisco, who has tracked California's conflicts with the federal government during the Trump administration. "The civil war. Civil rights, integration of schools. It's built into the system."
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Greg Abbott Has Been Gunning for a Battle on the Border



The Texas governor has rallied Republicans by pushing the boundaries of what a governor can do when it comes to immigration. Now he's in a head-to-head confrontation with the Biden administration.




For Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas focusing on the border, and the legal wrangling over his border enforcement program, have already brought major political gains.




By J. David Goodman


Mar 20, 2024


Since the start of the Biden administration, Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas has mounted an increasingly brazen challenge to the federal government over immigration, questioning the notion, long upheld by federal courts, that it is Washington, and not border states, that sets immigration policy.



Mr. Abbott has been able to notch some important victories, pushing the boundaries of what a governor can do when it comes to immigration enforcement.



With the support of the Republican-dominated Texas Legislature, he has poured more than $10 billion into a long-term deployment of state police and National Guard troops on the border, transforming portions of Texas communities along the Rio Grande into quasi-military encampments, complete with bases for soldiers and boundaries of concertina wire.



"Texas is doing its part to secure a border made wide open by Joe Biden," Mr. Abbott said at the start of a 
news conference in December
 near a section of towering steel border fencing installed and paid for by the state.



Lawyers for Mr. Abbott and the state of Texas were headed to a federal appeals court on Wednesday for what the governor has appeared to be seeking all along: a showdown with the federal government over Texas's power to set its own immigration policy.



The legal battle is over the state's most ambitious and audacious challenge yet to federal supremacy over immigration: a new law, signed by the governor, that makes it a crime for migrants to cross without authorization into Texas from a foreign country, punishable by jail time, deportation by the state, or both.



Even before a final ruling in the case, Mr. Abbott was able to briefly celebrate a win on Tuesday when the U.S. Supreme Court allowed the law, known as Senate Bill 4, to take effect, at least temporarily. For a few hours, the state of Texas was empowered by the high court to take immigration enforcement more fully into its own hands.



But officers in Texas had not yet made arrests under the law when, later in the day on Tuesday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit issued an order dissolving its earlier stay and restoring, for the moment, an injunction blocking implementation of the law.



The ultimate outcome in the case remained an open question. A three-judge panel of the Fifth Circuit was set to hear arguments on whether to set aside the injunction during the many months it would take for Texas to appeal the ruling, or restore the injunction and keep the law on hold while the case went through the appeals process.



But for Mr. Abbott, the focus on the border, and the legal wrangling over his border enforcement program, known as Operation Lone Star, have already brought major political gains.



His direct challenges on immigration policy -- 
a top issue for Texans, particularly Republicans
 -- have won him strong backing within his own party and majority support in the state.



His legal fights with the Biden administration have rallied Republican governors from around the country to his side, prompting 25 of them to join a declaration in January that they "
stand with Texas
."



Mr. Abbott beamed as he sat next to Donald J. Trump 
during a recent visit by the former president
 to the border city of Eagle Pass. Later, he played off Mr. Trump's suggestion that he might be considered as a running mate.



"He's very kind in suggesting things like that," 
Mr. Abbott said in an interview
, adding that he was "deeply committed" to governing Texas and would eventually seek a fourth term.



However, Mr. Abbott was not always viewed fondly by immigration hard-liners and Trump supporters. During his re-election campaign in 2022, he faced primary challenges from several Republicans, including a former state senator, Don Huffines, who repeatedly challenged Mr. Abbott to take more aggressive steps on the border. Tucker Carlson, the former Fox News host, invited Mr. Huffines to 
appear on his show and join him in attacking the governor
 in 2021.



Since then, Mr. Abbott has done a hard pivot, one he insists was motivated not by political pressure but by what he says was the federal government's failure to adequately secure the border.



He has deployed thousands of National Guard members to the border.



He used a migrant busing program, initially derided by critics as a political stunt, to send more than 100,000 migrants out of state, transforming the record number of arrivals in Texas into an urgent political issue for Democrats in cities like New York and Chicago. The busing program divided his political adversaries and helped to change the terms of the national debate over immigration.



He placed a barrier of buoys in the Rio Grande, forcing the federal government to fight him in court to remove them. He directed the state police to create a program of arresting migrants found on private ranchland and charging them with criminal trespassing.



And in a move clearly intended to confront head-on the constitutional questions of whether any state has the right to assume the federal government's role on immigration, Mr. Abbott put forward a legal theory of a migrant "invasion" advanced by Mr. Huffines and 
some former Trump administration officials
. The governor formally declared the arrival of record numbers of migrants an invasion and 
invoked a section of the U.S. Constitution
 that according to his argument allows states to assume war powers in such situations.



Mr. Abbott has since repeated his declaration of an invasion. Lawyers for Texas cited the legal theor of an invasion as one of their arguments in defense of the migrant arrest law.



In issuing an injunction against the law last month, a federal district judge in Austin said the invasion argument 
failed on several counts
, dismissing the idea that Texas was somehow at war. The Texas law violated federal statutes and was unconstitutional, the district court ruled, citing decades of federal court rulings and Supreme Court precedent.



But it was clear that Mr. Abbott, with an eye on the new 6-3 conservative majority on the Supreme Court, fully intended to challenge those precedents, most notably a 2012 decision, 
Arizona v. United States,
 in which the high court by a 5-to-3 vote reaffirmed the federal government's broad power over immigration.



The bold legal gambit may ultimately fail in court. But for the governor, it has already been a winning strategy.
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Appeals Court Shaped by Trump Is at Center of Texas Border Debate



The fight over a new immigration law is the latest national controversy to reach the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.




The composition of the Fifth Circuit was dramatically shaped by former President Donald Trump.




By Mattathias Schwartz


Mar 20, 2024


The 13 federal appeals courts across the country sit just below the U.S. Supreme Court. In theory, the appeals courts, each covering a judicial circuit, are equals.



But often enough, one circuit court has taken on an outsize role in shaping seminal constitutional questions that end up before the Supreme Court.



After Sept. 11, it was the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in Richmond, Va., which took a sympathetic view of the expansive executive powers asserted by President George W. Bush in the war on terror. During the presidency of Donald J. Trump, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco emerged as a check on some of the administration's most contentious policies on the environment and immigration.



Now, the spotlight is on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, as it weighs the fate of 
a Texas law
 that would give police officers in Texas the authority to arrest people suspected of having entered the United States unlawfully -- a power that has long been understood to rest with the federal government.



It is a case with far-reaching legal and political implications, and it has thrust the Fifth Circuit into the middle of a fierce debate over the extent of federal power over the nation's borders.



Based in New Orleans, the Fifth Circuit hears cases from three states -- Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana. Twelve of its 17 judges were nominated by Republican presidents; six of those 12 were nominated by Mr. Trump.



Many of the Fifth Circuit's Trump-nominated judges adhere to "originalism," which seeks to interpret the Constitution through the lens of its 18th-century authors.



That has led the Fifth Circuit to stake out some positions -- such as protecting 
a violent abuser's legal access to firearms
 -- that even the Supreme Court's conservative majority has appeared skeptical of. Out of nine Fifth Circuit decisions that were reviewed by the Supreme Court last term, seven were reversed.



Carl Tobias, a professor at the University of Richmond Law School, said that the Fifth Circuit often ends up to the right of even the Supreme Court, and that he has seen some signs that Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. tries to "moderate" the circuit's rulings.



Even so, the Fifth Circuit's growing role in teeing up Supreme Court cases is unmistakable. The number of cases from the Fifth Circuit that were taken up by the nation's highest court has 
more than tripled
 over the last seven years.



The rise has been fueled in part by conservative activist plaintiffs, who have filed federal cases in Texas in hopes of finding judges willing to issue nationwide injunctions. The Fifth Circuit also hears appeals to federal cases brought by Texas' governor and attorney general, who have been 
mounting legal challenges
 to federal authority over immigration and the border.



The Fifth Circuit wasn't always the champion of states looking to resist federal authority. During the civil rights era, the court repeatedly ruled that the federal government could force Southern states to integrate.



The court's rightward shift can be traced to the early 1980s when Congress split the circuit in half, creating the new 11th Circuit to hear cases from Florida, Georgia and Alabama, and leaving the Fifth Circuit with Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas.



The split was followed by a spate of judicial vacancies that allowed Republican presidents to shape the court. President Ronald Reagan nominated eight judges to the Fifth Circuit; President George H.W. Bush nominated four more.



Even with the addition of two judges nominated by President Biden, the court has remained firmly conservative.



This year, the court has ruled that Texas doctors 
are not required
 to provide abortions in the case of a medical emergency, despite Biden administration guidance. It struck down a rule by the Department of Energy that would have made dishwashers and laundry machines more efficient. Last week, 
it granted
 an 
emergency stay
 at the request of two oil and gas companies, which don't want to disclose climate-change-related business risks as required by new rules from the Securities and Exchange Commission.



Judge James Ho, one of the Fifth Circuit's Trump nominees, 
has
 called on his colleagues to buck "cultural elites" and stick to originalist readings of the Constitution. "Judges must not be afraid of being booed," he said in a 2023 speech at the Heritage Foundation.



Stephen Vladeck, a professor at the University of Texas Law School, has faulted the Fifth Circuit, saying that its actions based on originalism are a "power grab," in which interpretations of history are tailored to deliver the policy outcomes sought by conservatives.



Judge Ho's appetite for confrontation differs markedly from some conservative Supreme Court justices. Justice Amy Coney Barrett, for example, has cautioned her colleagues not to "amplify disagreement with stridency." And Chief Justice Roberts has called for "the fundamental principle of judicial restraint" in his concurrence with Dobbs v. Jackson, which overturned Roe v. Wade.



Dobbs, too, reached the Supreme Court after passing through the Fifth Circuit, where Judge Ho was one of three judges to hear the appeal. The panel upheld a lower-court ruling that limited Mississippi's ability to restrict abortion rights. In his concurrence, Judge Ho wrote that only the Supreme Court could undo its own precedent.



It did exactly that, two and a half years later.
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Inspired by Texas, Republicans in Other States Eye Immigration Bills



Iowa lawmakers passed a similar bill on Tuesday, and several other states are hoping to follow suit.




Migrants along the Rio Grande on Tuesday in the Mexican state of Chihuahua.




By David W. Chen


Mar 20, 2024


On Tuesday, the same day that Texas was briefly allowed to enforce a new law empowering police officers to arrest unauthorized migrants, 
Iowa lawmakers
 passed a bill that would make it a crime to enter their state after having been deported or denied entry into the United States.



At least seven states, all controlled by Republicans, are hoping to follow suit or have already considered bills that were not passed.



The flurry of laws and proposals meant to crack down on undocumented migrants entering the country is part of the extraordinary mix of immigration, litigation and politics that is producing legal gridlock in the courts and confusion at the border.



The fate of all of these bills, though, will most likely hinge on the outcome of the Texas case, according to legal analysts and groups involved in migration issues. If the Texas law is upheld, then observers expect even more bills from Republican-leaning states modeled after what Texas did.



Kansas and Oklahoma are among the states that this year have introduced legislation related to illegal entry into the United States, echoing the law in Texas.



Louisiana became the most recent on Monday. And Missouri has two bills, including 
one
 sponsored by State Senator Bill Eigel, who is 
one of the leading candidates for governor
 this year.



Describing the surge at the border as an "invasion," Mr. Eigel, who represents a St. Louis suburb, blamed "the failures of our federal government led by President Joe Biden to deal with that" during a committee hearing last week.




Gov. Kim Reynolds of Iowa, middle, speaking in Eagle Pass, Texas, with Gov. Kevin Stitt of Oklahoma, left, and Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas.




It is too early to tell whether any of these bills will advance as far as Iowa's did. Bills in West Virginia and Mississippi have already failed. And a 
similar bill
 passed by Arizona's Republican-controlled legislature was vetoed by Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democrat.



But none of the other states eyeing immigration laws similar to Texas' have Democratic governors.



Still, supporters and opponents of the Texas law said that they would not be surprised if lawmakers in other states tried to introduce similar measures as most legislative sessions begin to wind down in the next couple of months.



"The bigger picture is, given the scope of illegal immigration and the impact that it's having on states and local communities, we're likely to see more efforts on the parts of these jurisdictions to try to discourage people from settling there illegally," said Ira Mehlman, a spokesman for the Federation for American Immigration Reform, which supports reducing both legal and undocumented immigration.



Spencer Amdur, a senior staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union's Immigrants' Rights Project, said that advocates for immigrants were mulling legal challenges to the Iowa legislation, which Gov. Kim Reynolds has pledged to sign.



Among other objections, Mr. Amdur argued that the regulation of entry and removal was exclusively federal. He also said that the U.S. Supreme Court has held that states cannot unilaterally enforce immigration rules.



"We think the Iowa law is illegal for the same reasons we think the Texas law is illegal," he said.



Mr. Amdur did note that while most of the bills, to date, have featured similar language, 
Oklahoma's was slightly different
, in part because of one phrase: "unlawfully present."



Under the Oklahoma proposal, anyone who was arrested and accused of a crime and then determined to be "unlawfully present" in the country would be guilty of a felony punishable by at least 10 years in prison.



Jacob Hamburger, a visiting assistant professor of law at Cornell, said that the proposed laws run the risk of leading to racial profiling. He also said that if the courts uphold the Texas law -- basically, that "Texas can have its own deportation policy" -- then states led by Democratic governors that have sought to strengthen immigrant protections may be emboldened to push for looser work authorization laws and other policies.



But for now, he said, "aspects of Texas' overall strategy -- like this public campaign to bus migrants to cities -- might have weakened Democrats' commitment to immigrants."
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Democratic Donors Warn Biden Over Israel-Gaza Policy



More than 100 donors and activists, including a handful who have given six-figure sums to President Biden, signed a letter arguing that progressive anger could help Donald Trump.




A letter sent to President Biden's campaign this week argues that the war in Gaza is alienating progressive voters from Mr. Biden and fellow Democrats.




By Reid J. Epstein


Mar 19, 2024


A group of more than 100 Democratic donors and activists on Monday 
sent a letter to President Biden's campaign
 warning that progressive anger over Israel's war in Gaza is "increasing the chances of a Trump victory."



The signed letter is the latest sign of Democratic disgruntlement about Mr. Biden's alignment with Israel's government as it executes the war that began when Hamas militants killed 1,200 people in Israel on Oct. 7.



Since then, more than 30,000 Palestinians have died at the hands of Israel, according to the Gaza health authorities. Anger over the fate of the Palestinians has roiled Democratic politics, with Mr. Biden tailed by protesters outside many of his public events calling for a cease-fire in the conflict and for an end to American military aid to Israel.



The letter's signatories include a handful of donors who gave six-figure sums to Mr. Biden's presidential campaigns in 2020 and 2024, though a preponderance of donors who signed the letter have given smaller amounts to candidates and causes more progressive than Mr. Biden, according to Federal Election Commission reports.



Among those listed are Paul Egerman, 
a finance co-chairman
 for Senator Elizabeth Warren's 2020 presidential campaign; David and Elizabeth Steinglass, who between them gave $1.4 million to Democratic candidates and causes in 2020, including $100,000 to Mr. Biden's campaign committees; Caroline Gabel, 
an environmentalist
 who has given $315,000 to Democrats and $51,000 to Mr. Biden's campaign committees this election cycle; and 
George Krupp
, who gave $1.2 million to Democrats in 2020 and has donated more than $600,000 to them during the 2024 election cycle.



[
Read the letter to President Biden
.]



Mr. Steinglass declined to comment. Mr. Egerman and Ms. Gabel did not respond to messages. Mr. Krupp, in an interview arranged by Mr. Biden's campaign, said that while he was upset about Mr. Biden's position on Israel, he still planned to co-host a fund-raiser for the president in September in Boston.



"I would like to see the president take a harder stand as it relates to humanitarian aid," Mr. Krupp said. "If he can prevent continued civilian casualties, that would also be a desire for me."



Mr. Krupp said he was personally uncertain about the letter's conclusion that the war in Gaza is hurting Mr. Biden politically. The letter laments Mr. Biden's support for Israel's war effort and its prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.



"Regrettably President Biden has provided what appears to be unconditional support for the Israeli operation," it reads. "The Biden administration has been providing armaments, including 2,000-pound bombs which have been used to flatten entire civilian neighborhoods, causing massive casualties with a high ratio of women and children. President Biden has asked Netanyahu to minimize civilian casualties but has threatened no consequences as Netanyahu has continued to ignore him."



The letter goes on to argue that the war is alienating progressive voters from Mr. Biden and fellow Democrats and warned that if it does not end it could lead to the president losing the November election to former President Donald J. Trump.



"As donors and activists, we have committed much time and treasure in helping increase the turnout of likely Biden voters, particularly among young voters and voters of color," the letter states. "Many of these voters are now questioning whether the Democratic Party shares their values. If they stay home or vote for a third-party candidate, there is the very real danger that President Biden will be defeated in November. The re-election of Donald Trump would be a disaster for our country and a bigger disaster for Israel/Palestine, and we fear that the Gaza war is increasing the chances of that occurring. Because of the disillusionment of a critical portion of the Democratic coalition, the Gaza war is increasing the chances of a Trump victory."




Protesters blocked a street in New York City last month, during a demonstration against President Biden's policies on the Israel-Hamas conflict.




About 10 percent of Democratic primary voters
 have cast ballots for "uncommitted" in states where that has been an option. The "uncommitted" movement has become a stand-in for Democrats disillusioned with Mr. Biden's policy toward Israel after it began with a group of Arab American activists in Michigan who 
sought to apply public pressure to Mr. Biden
 to end U.S. support for Israel's war effort.



On Tuesday, the Michigan activists who began the "uncommitted" effort in their state announced they would seek to organize a national effort to organize antiwar delegates to the Democratic National Convention in August.



The Biden campaign shrugged off the financial impact of the letter on Tuesday.



"The president shares the goal for an end to the violence and a just, lasting peace in the Middle East," said Lauren Hitt, a campaign spokeswoman. "He's working tirelessly to that end."



Among those who circulated the letter and recruited signatories to it was Liam Connell, a wealthy retiree in the Chicago suburbs. Mr. Connell said he did not wish to elaborate on the letter, which was sent to Julie Chavez Rodriguez, the Biden campaign manager. 



"The letter speaks for itself, and I do not wish to be a spokesperson and editorialize," Mr. Connell said. "I have asked others to do the same. The letter was meant to be a private communication and was not intended to be released to the press or put into the public domain."



Mr. Biden's campaign has to date raised substantially more money than has Mr. Trump's. Independent groups have 
pledged more than $1 billion
 to help elect Mr. Biden and allied Democrats this fall -- a sum that dwarfs the public commitments from Republicans backing Mr. Trump.



Taylor Robinson
 and 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/19/us/politics/biden-donors.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Four Takeaways From the Biggest Primary Night Since Super Tuesday



A Trump-backed candidate won in the G.O.P. Senate primary in Ohio. Incumbents prevailed in Illinois. And the race to finish Kevin McCarthy's term heads to a runoff.




Voters took to the polls on the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community in Arizona on Tuesday, along with voters in four other states.




By Chris Cameron and Jonathan Weisman


Mar 20, 2024


It was the biggest primary night since Super Tuesday, and there were few surprises in the results.



Bernie Moreno won the Republican Senate primary in Ohio, wielding the powerful endorsement of former President Donald J. Trump to become the Republican nominee in perhaps the most consequential race in the battle for the Senate this November.



Three incumbent representatives also fended off primary challenges in Illinois, and the results of a special primary in California will, eventually, decide who completes the term of former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who was ousted from his post last year and left Congress not long after.



Here are four takeaways.



With the power of Trump, Moreno prevails in Ohio.




Bernie Moreno, center, won the Republican primary for Senate in Ohio. He will face Senator Sherrod Brown in the fall.




Bernie Moreno, a wealthy former car dealer and political newcomer, emerged victorious from a three-way brawl in the Ohio Republican primary to determine who would take on Sherrod Brown, the Democratic incumbent, in an increasingly Republican state.



The hotly contested primary proved once again just how powerful an endorsement from Mr. Trump is, especially in a state like Ohio. The former president backed Mr. Moreno early, while the Republican establishment tried mightily to lift its chosen candidate, Matt Dolan, a wealthy state senator.



But the star power of Ohio's Republican governor, Mike DeWine, and its former moderate senator, Rob Portman, was decisively outshone by Mr. Trump. Mr. Moreno cruised to victory, 
earning a narrow majority of the vote in a three-way race
.



Democratic and Republican incumbents claim victory in Illinois.




Representative Danny Davis of Illinois has represented a swath of the Chicago area for nearly 28 years. He won his Democratic primary handily on Tuesday.




Three incumbent representatives in Illinois -- two Democrats and a Republican -- faced significant challengers in Tuesday's primary, and all three congressmen survived -- demonstrating the power of incumbency.



Representative Danny Davis 
won by a wide margin
 in the Democratic primary for the Seventh Congressional District. He has represented a swath of Chicagoland for nearly 28 years. He is also 82 years old, and faced a number of younger opponents who were ultimately swept aside after the Democratic establishment in Illinois rallied around Mr. Davis.



Representative Jesus Garcia, a progressive Democrat known as Chuy, 
won by a wide margin
 in the Democratic primary in the Fourth Congressional District in Chicago, beating his opponent, Raymond Lopez, in a landslide. The race was fought in part over immigration issues. Mr. Garcia, who has called himself a "proud immigrant," 
criticized President Biden
 when he referred to an undocumented migrant 
as "an illegal" in his State of the Union speech
. Mr. Lopez was more conservative on immigration.



The third incumbent, Representative Mike Bost, won his Republican primary in the 12th Congressional District. Here, Mr. Trump again became a factor. Mr. Bost is nobody's idea of a moderate Republican, and had Mr. Trump's endorsement, but he was nevertheless challenged from his right by Darren Bailey, an ardent pro-Trump Republican who lost the governor's race to J.B. Pritzker by a wide margin in 2022.



Mr. Bailey claimed to be the true avatar of Mr. Trump's movement, but Mr. Bost ultimately edged out Mr. Bailey.



Kevin McCarthy's seat remains in limbo.




Kevin McCarthy resigned from Congress after being ousted as speaker of the House last year. A special election to finish his term was held on Tuesday.




Vince Fong, a Republican state assemblyman, 
advanced in a special primary
 in California to complete the term of Mr. McCarthy, a Republican who was ousted from his role as speaker of the House and resigned soon after.



Mr. Fong did not hit the 50 percent threshold to avoid a runoff, and two other candidates were running close for second place, with votes still outstanding: Mike Boudreaux, another Republican and the Tulare County sheriff, and Marisa Wood, a Democrat and teacher. The runoff election is scheduled for May 21.



Mr. Fong and Mr. Boudreaux 
advanced in a separate primary
 held on Super Tuesday for a full term in the seat starting January 2025.



Trump and Biden notched huge victories, as expected.




President Biden visited Arizona on Tuesday, as he cruised to near-total victories in all five states holding primaries on Tuesday.




Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump, the presumptive presidential nominees of their parties, swept to near-total victories in the states that held primaries on Tuesday: Arizona, Florida, Illinois, Kansas and Ohio.



But the results still reflected a small but significant resistance in each party to their presumptive candidates.



Mr. Trump achieved overwhelming margins of victory, winning at least 75 percent of the vote in every state as of early Wednesday. Nikki Haley, who dropped out of the race after Super Tuesday, took notable minorities of the vote in each primary. Her 
best showing was in Arizona
.



Mr. Biden took an even larger percentage of the vote in the Democratic primaries, winning at least 83 percent of the vote in each state as of early Wednesday. But some voters still registered their discontent with his candidacy. In Ohio, 
13 percent voted for Representative Dean Phillips
, who dropped out and endorsed Mr. Biden after Super Tuesday. In Kansas, 
more than 10 percent
 voted for the "none of the names shown" ballot option.
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Trump-Backed Bernie Moreno Wins the Republican Senate Primary in Ohio



Mr. Moreno, who has never held elected office, will try to unseat Senator Sherrod Brown, the last remaining Democrat to hold statewide office.




Bernie Moreno at a dinner hosted by the Lorain County Republican Party in Vermilion, Ohio, this month.




By Jonathan Weisman


Mar 19, 2024


Bernie Moreno, a wealthy former car dealer and political newcomer, rode the endorsement of former President Donald J. Trump to victory on Tuesday in a hotly contested primary to determine which Ohio Republican would take on incumbent Senator Sherrod Brown, the last Democrat to hold elective statewide office in the increasingly Republican state.



Mr. Moreno beat State Senator Matt Dolan, whose family is a majority owner of the Cleveland Guardians baseball team, and Frank LaRose, Ohio's secretary of state, once again proving the power of Mr. Trump's backing among Republican primary voters. Rarely has a contest so clearly divided the old-line Republican establishment from the new Trump wing of the party, and again, the former president's movement prevailed.



"We're the party of the future," declared Mr. Moreno, who would be one of the Senate's richest members, and its only South American-born member, if elected in November. "We're the party that's going to rebuild the middle class in this country."



Mr. Brown answered, "The choice ahead of Ohio is clear: Bernie Moreno has spent his career and campaign putting himself first and would do the same if elected. Elections come down to whose side you're on, and I'll always work for Ohio."



It was, for Mr. Trump, another triumph. For Mr. Dolan, it was a second loss to a Trump-backed political neophyte. In 2022, the author and investor J.D. Vance beat him in the primary race for retiring Senator Rob Portman's seat and went on to win the general election that fall.



In stumping for Mr. Dolan, Mike DeWine, Ohio's Republican governor, tried to make the case that Mr. Dolan was the best candidate to take on Mr. Brown, whose blue-collar appeal and well-established political persona could be tough to beat, even in a state where Mr. Trump won the last two presidential elections by more than eight percentage points each time.



But in the Trump era, electability has rarely beaten fealty when the former president has gotten involved. Mr. Moreno flooded Ohio airwaves with advertisements attacking Mr. Dolan for what he called an insufficient level of support for Mr. Trump's border policies. Mr. Trump rallied voters for Mr. Moreno over the weekend outside Dayton, making headlines for saying some migrants were "not people" and, amid a discussion of the auto industry, predicting "a blood bath" if he lost in November.



Mr. Moreno will enter the general election depleted of cash and bruised by an extremely negative primary campaign that ended with a super PAC backing Mr. Dolan 
airing allegations from an Associated Press report
 that he had once advertised on an adult website for male dates. Mr. Moreno's campaign said the adult website profile was created in 2008 by an intern as a prank.



Of the $9.7 million that Mr. Moreno has raised for his run, less than $2.4 million remained at the end of February, according to campaign finance reports.



A Democratic super PAC aired advertisements in the closing days of the primary to elevate Mr. Moreno, clearly indicating that he was the candidate the party wanted to take on in November.



That same organization, the Senate Majority PAC, immediately castigated the candidate it had elevated, saying in a statement that Mr. Moreno "won't be able to hide from the fact that he is a shady car salesman." The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
attacked him immediately
 as well, recycling videos of attacks from Mr. Dolan and Mr. LaRose that tarred the newly minted nominee as an untrustworthy, corrupt extremist.



The Senate Republicans' political arm framed the race differently. "Bernie is a political outsider running against a liberal career politician who has been running for office for 50 years," said Senator Steve Daines of Montana, who chairs the National Republican Senatorial Committee.



Mr. Brown enters the general election primed, rested and ready. He has raked in money not only from unions that are steadfastly loyal to him but also from corporations that have business before the Senate Banking Committee, which he chairs. His campaign has raised at least $26.7 million this election cycle, and has more than $13.5 million cash on hand.



But Mr. Moreno will be running in a state that has become increasingly hostile to Democrats -- and that President Biden is unlikely to contest seriously as he campaigns for another term.



Mr. Brown, who was first elected to the Senate in 2006, evinced little concern over his third re-election bid. The Democrat has made his reputation as a pro-worker politician who has stood against free-trade agreements and stood for unions in a state where the working class has drifted to the G.O.P. since Barack Obama won it twice.



"We will spend this campaign contrasting my position on taking on Wall Street, my position on taking on the drug companies, my position on trade with theirs," he told reporters on Monday in Dayton, Ohio.



Ohioans did vote last November to enshrine abortion rights in the state's Constitution and to legalize marijuana, votes that Mr. Brown says show a political complexity that defies clear partisan division.



With control of the Senate within Republicans' reach, Ohio and Montana -- the only states where Mr. Trump won in 2020 and a Democrat is standing for re-election -- promise to gain huge national attention. Democrats hold 51 Senate seats, but one of those, in deep-red West Virginia, is virtually gone with the retirement of the conservative Democrat Joe Manchin III.



The Senate Leadership Fund, a super PAC aligned with the Senate Republican leadership, and an allied group, American Crossroads, have already reserved nearly $83 million worth of advertising time this fall in Ohio.
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Georgia Judge Allows Trump and Co-Defendants to Appeal Ruling on Prosecutor



An appeals court will now decide if it will weigh in on whether Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County district attorney, should be disqualified.




Judge Scott McAfee of Fulton County Superior Court ruled that Fani T. Willis could remain in charge of the prosecution of the Georgia election interference case.




By Richard Fausset and Danny Hakim


Mar 20, 2024


In a setback for Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County district attorney, a judge on Wednesday allowed defense lawyers in the Georgia criminal case against former President Donald J. Trump and his allies to try to appeal his ruling allowing Ms. Willis to stay on the case.



Defense lawyers needed permission from the judge, Scott McAfee of Fulton County Superior Court, to pursue an appeal, and he granted it in a two-paragraph order. Whether it slows down the election interference case against Mr. Trump and his 14 co-defendants remains unclear.



The Georgia Court of Appeals must still decide if it will weigh in on whether Ms. Willis has an untenable conflict of interest stemming from a romantic relationship she had with a lawyer she hired to run the Trump case, and on other related matters.



Judge McAfee wrote in his brief order that he "intends to continue addressing the many other unrelated pending pretrial motions" while the higher court decides what to do.



If the appeals court declines to take up the question, the matter will be resolved quickly. If it decides an appeal is warranted, the matter could take months to clear up.



In a statement, Jeff DiSantis, a spokesman for Ms. Willis's office, said that prosecutors would continue to work on the case.



"As the case is not stayed during the appeal, this office will work to move it forward to trial as quickly as possible," Mr. DiSantis said. "We will limit our comment on the appellate matter to what we file with the Court of Appeals during the briefing process."



Steven H. Sadow, Mr. Trump's lead lawyer in Georgia, called the order "highly significant" in a statement on Wednesday, adding that the defense was "optimistic that appellate review will lead to the case being dismissed and the D.A. being disqualified."



No trial date has been set in the broader case; the district attorney's office had sought to begin a trial in early August, about a year after Ms. Willis brought charges, but few expect that to happen now.



The case charges Mr. Trump and a number of his allies with conspiring to circumvent the will of Georgia voters in 2020. But the details of the case have been overshadowed this year by hearings delving into a romantic relationship that Ms. Willis had with Nathan J. Wade, the lawyer she hired to run the Trump case.



Last week, Judge McAfee 
ruled
 that Ms. Willis and her office could continue leading the prosecution so long as Mr. Wade stepped away from it. Defense lawyers, who brought the relationship to light in court filings, had sought to disqualify Ms. Willis, saying she had an untenable conflict of interest.



Judge McAfee disagreed, but rebuked Ms. Willis in his ruling for a "tremendous lapse in judgment." He also found an "appearance of impropriety," which he said required Mr. Wade to withdraw in order for Ms. Willis to keep the case.



Mr. Wade resigned from his post as a special prosecutor hours after the ruling on Friday.



Under Georgia law, the defense lawyers now have 10 days to file an application to the appeals court arguing why an appeal is necessary. The district attorney's office will have 10 days from the filing of that application to respond.



The appeals court will have 45 days from the defense filing to say whether it is going to take the case or not.
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A Nebraska Lawmaker Incites Outrage Over the Reading of a Book's Rape Scene



The lawmaker, State Senator Steve Halloran, was criticized by both Republicans and Democrats for referring to two Democrats as he read the passage on the floor of the Capitol.




"Sometimes we do things on the floor in the midst of making a statement that we shouldn't have done," State Senator Steve Halloran of Nebraska said on Tuesday. 




By Maya King


Mar 19, 2024


A Republican state lawmaker in Nebraska wanted to make a point about explicit content in school-sanctioned books. But his decision to name two Democrats during his reading of a graphic rape scene has led to calls for his resignation.



During a debate on Monday about legislation that would tighten restrictions on the content of books used in schools, the lawmaker, State Senator Steve Halloran, read a passage from a book that he said could be found in more than a dozen public libraries across the state.



The passage from the book, the Alice Sebold memoir "Lucky," described a sexual assault she experienced as a young woman. After giving a brief warning and asking parents to tell their young children to leave the room or mute the broadcast if they were watching online, Mr. Halloran stood on the floor of the State Capitol in Lincoln and interjected the names of two of his Democratic colleagues -- Machaela Cavanaugh and her brother, John -- into the text as he read it aloud.



At one point, he inserted "Senator Cavanaugh" while reading a section in which Ms. Sebold described a man demanding oral sex from her. It was not clear if Mr. Halloran was referring to Mr. or Ms. Cavanaugh.



Shortly after Mr. Halloran finished reading the passage with his interjections, Ms. Cavanaugh responded, tearfully calling his altering of the passage unnecessary harassment that diminished the integrity of the legislation they were debating.



"Let's have a real conversation," she said to Mr. Halloran. "But don't start reading rape scenes and saying my name over and over again. You don't know anything about anyone else's life and I can tell you that women in this body have been subject to sexual violence. I didn't know you were capable of such cruelty."



Afterward, lawmakers adjourned the session early. Ms. Cavanaugh also 
posted about the incident on X
, calling it "gross, disrespectful and beneath the Nebraska Unicameral."



In an interview, Ms. Cavanaugh said she was shocked when she heard Mr. Halloran say her last name. 



"I think we have gotten into a place in our state and our country where we have this really hyperbolic rhetoric and it's become normalized," she said. "I do appreciate that, in this instance, people are not acting like this is normal."



Mr. Halloran apologized in a speech at the Capitol on Tuesday morning. But he also defended his remarks, saying that he did not intend to "trivialize" sexual assault and that he wanted to draw attention to graphic content being read in schools. He added that his comments were initially directed at Mr. Cavanaugh. He said the names of Mr. Cavanaugh and his sister, he argued on Tuesday, because he felt that they were not paying attention as he was speaking.



"I apologize for interjecting senators' names in the middle of reading a transcription -- a transcribed testimony in a public hearing in reference to a book that is, in some schools, required reading," Mr. Halloran said.



He added, "Should I have interjected the senators' names? No. Sometimes we do things on the floor in the midst of making a statement that we shouldn't have done."



In an interview on Tuesday evening, Mr. Cavanaugh called Mr. Halloran's remarks "aggressive," but said the substance of his apology was what mattered.



"Whether directed at me or her, it impacted everyone who was there to see it," he said of Mr. Halloran's reading, adding, "He hurt people's feelings." 



A handful of Nebraska state lawmakers quickly condemned Mr. Halloran's remarks. One Republican state senator, Julie Slama, called for Mr. Halloran to resign. On Tuesday, a group of protesters repeated those calls in demonstrations outside his office in the State Capitol.



"Interjecting a colleague's name is so far beyond the line of decency for any professional workplace," Ms. Slama said in an interview. She called his apology "one of the most halfhearted, ingenuine apologies I've ever seen."



Mr. Halloran did not respond to requests for comment.



Mr. Halloran, the former president of the National Farmers Organization, a farmer lobbying group, has served in the state legislature since 2016.



During his tenure, he has largely aligned himself with the far-right flank of Nebraska politics, particularly on issues of education. In 2017, he was one of a handful of senators to oppose a legislative amendment that would require schools to accommodate students who were breastfeeding. Later that year, a confrontation unfolded at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln between a lecturer and a student involved with Turning Point USA, a conservative student group. Mr. Halloran sided with the student and said that the university was hostile to conservatives on its campus.



State Senator John Arch, a Republican who is the speaker of the legislature, apologized to Ms. Cavanaugh and to the body's female lawmakers on Tuesday, calling for more civility and "wisdom" in debating legislation.



"I do not condone the reading of the graphic rape scene on the floor of the legislature nor do I condone personally directing that passage to another member or members of this legislature, even if it is to make a point," Mr. Arch said. "Despite the R-rated warning, we do not know who is on the other side of the television screen watching and listening -- certainly children that this bill is directed to protect, not to mention survivors of sexual assault."



Ms. Cavanaugh said she has not had a conversation with Mr. Halloran since he gave the reading, adding that she did not find his apology genuine. She said she does not plan to formally call for him to leave office, but said that she was not opposed to the push by her colleagues to oust him.



"I think that he has exhibited a pattern of behavior not in just in this instance but in other instances that show that he has a great deal of disrespect for people who do not agree with him and people who are female," she said. "And I find it concerning. And I would not be sad to see him go."  
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Chicago Tax Referendum and Prosecutor Primary Are Too Close to Call



A proposal to raise the transfer tax on sales of high-value properties was trailing. Two Democrats were locked in a close Cook County prosecutor primary.




Election officials in Chicago warned that there were still votes to be counted, particularly mail-in ballots that were trickling in on Wednesday.




By Julie Bosman and Mitch Smith


Mar 20, 2024


Vote counting continued in Chicago on Wednesday afternoon, where two high-profile local races from 
Tuesday's primary election
 were still too close to call. 



According to unofficial results from city officials, a referendum that would 
change the city's real estate transfer tax
 and raise rates on high-value properties to fund homelessness programs appeared to be failing in the tabulated vote, but thousands of Election Day and mail ballots remain to be counted.



In the race for the Democratic nomination to be the top prosecutor in Cook County, Ill., Eileen O'Neill Burke, a retired appellate judge, held a slight edge over her opponent, Clayton Harris III, a university lecturer and former prosecutor. Cook County includes Chicago and some of its suburbs.



Both the ballot measure and Mr. Harris's candidacy were backed by Chicago's progressive establishment, leaving many city officials and activists frustrated by the potential failure of both. Mayor Brandon Johnson, a Democrat who took office last year, championed the ballot measure. 



Twenty precincts in Chicago were unable to report results on Tuesday night because election judges did not or could not properly transmit results and left the sites without a final tally, election officials said. 



"Ultimately, the picture for contests will be much clearer by this weekend," Max Bever, a spokesman for the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners, said in an email. 



Mr. Bever said that 176,870 ballots were mailed to voters who had requested them for Tuesday's primary election. Only 66,339 of those ballots were received by Monday and counted in the initial results. Ballots that are postmarked by Election Day must be counted, even if they arrive later this week. 



Only 20 percent of registered voters in Chicago cast ballots.



Both candidates in the state's attorney race are vying to succeed Kim Foxx, a Democrat who arrived in office in 2016 promising to change the criminal justice system with a progressive platform. She chose not to seek re-election this year after two terms.



The winner of the Democratic primary will face a Republican in November, though countywide partisan races are rarely competitive.



The ballot measure called for reducing the city's real estate transfer tax on properties that sell for less than $1 million, but imposing higher rates on homes and commercial buildings that sell for more than $1 million. The extra money -- supporters say it would be at least $100 million each year -- would be put toward addressing homelessness, with the details of that spending to be finalized later.



Opponents of the measure agreed that homelessness was a problem, but argued that the tax would deal another blow to an office real estate market still mired in a post-pandemic vacancy crisis.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/us/chicago-elections-prosecutor-transfer-tax.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Woman's Arrest After Political Dispute Prompts a Lively Supreme Court Debate



A Texas city councilwoman, arrested on charges of mishandling documents after criticizing the city manager, said her First Amendment rights had been violated.




Justice Neil M. Gorsuch noted that there were many unenforced statutes that could be used to target people for their speech.




By Adam Liptak


Mar 20, 2024


Sylvia Gonzalez, a 72-year-old city councilwoman in Castle Hill, Texas, was arrested in 2019 for misplacing a piece of paper after criticizing the city manager.



The charges were soon dropped. Ms. Gonzalez resigned and sued city officials, accusing them of retaliation for exercising her First Amendment rights.



But her case ran into the Supreme Court's general rule that people cannot sue for retaliatory arrest, whatever the arresting officer's motive, so long as the officer had enough evidence of a crime to support an arrest.



An appeals court dismissed her case. The judges said all that mattered was that Ms. Gonzalez had conceded that there had been probable cause for the arrest, for violating a Texas law making it a crime to conceal government records.



Ms. Gonzalez argued that it was a free-speech issue and that she never would have been arrested had she not spoken out against the city manager. The appeals court rejected that argument, saying she could not prove that she had been treated differently from others arrested for the same crime.



On Wednesday, a lawyer for Ms. Gonzalez urged the Supreme Court to let her try to prove that other people who had done what she was accused of would not have been arrested.



Justice Neil M. Gorsuch appeared receptive to the argument, saying that the general rule was too rigid, allowing for politically motivated arrests like the one Ms. Gonzalez said she had experienced. He said it was easy to find a crime for which to arrest a political adversary.



"How many statutes are there on the books these days, many of which are hardly ever enforced?" he asked. "Last I read, there were over 300,000 federal crimes, counting statutes and regulations."



"They can all sit there unused," he added, "except for one person who alleges that I was the only person in America who's ever been prosecuted for this because I dared express a view protected by the First Amendment."



In the court's last encounter with the question, in 
Nieves v. Bartlett
 in 2019, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.'s majority opinion recognized a narrow exception, using the example of jaywalking. "At many intersections, jaywalking is endemic but rarely results in arrest," he wrote, adding that there may be circumstances in which someone arrested for that crime could sue for retaliation.



"If an individual who has been vocally complaining about police conduct is arrested for jaywalking," he wrote, "it would seem insufficiently protective of First Amendment rights to dismiss the individual's retaliatory arrest claim on the ground that there was undoubted probable cause for the arrest."



How to tell when this exception applies? The plaintiff must present, the chief justice wrote, "objective evidence that he was arrested when otherwise similarly situated individuals not engaged in the same sort of protected speech had not been."



Wednesday's case, Gonzalez v. Trevino, No. 22-1025, tested the limits of that exception.



Ms. Gonzalez's arrest happened not long after she won a surprise victory and became the town's first Hispanic councilwoman.



Her first official act was to help collect signatures for a petition calling for the city manager's removal.



At the end of a council meeting, Ms. Gonzalez gathered the papers in front of her and put them in a binder. The petition was among them.



It was not there long. The mayor asked for it, and Ms. Gonzalez found it in her binder. As she recalled it, the mayor told her that she had "probably picked it up by mistake."



But a two-month investigation followed. At its conclusion, Ms. Gonzalez was arrested for concealing a government document, a misdemeanor.



The district attorney dropped the charges, but Ms. Gonzalez, saying she had found the episode traumatic, resigned from her position.



Ms. Gonzalez, represented by the Institute for Justice, a libertarian group, said she had the sort of objective evidence of retaliation that Chief Justice Roberts's opinion required. Her lawyers had reviewed a decade of data in her county, they wrote, and it was "clear that the tampering statute had never been used to charge someone for a common and uneventful offense of putting a piece of paper in the wrong pile."



A divided three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit said that was not enough. "Gonzalez does not offer evidence of other similarly situated individuals who mishandled a government petition but were not prosecuted," Judge Kurt D. Engelhardt 
wrote for the majority
.



Several justices appeared uncomfortable with so strict a standard. It is one thing, after all, to show that no one else had been arrested for what Ms. Gonzalez did. It is another to prove that others had misplaced pieces of paper and had not been arrested.



The questioning suggested that the court could rule narrowly for Ms. Gonzalez, returning the case to the Fifth Circuit for reconsideration under a more relaxed standard.



"You should be able to say they've never charged somebody with this kind of crime before," Justice Elena Kagan said, "and I don't have to go find a person who has engaged in the same conduct."



But Chief Justice Roberts said the Nieves decision was meant to be limited. "The court's opinion in that case went out of its way to emphasize the narrowness of the exception," he said.



Anya A. Bidwell, a lawyer for Ms. Gonzalez, said a narrow reading of the exception would lead to troubling results.



"If the mayor in this case got in front of TV cameras and announced that he was going to have Ms. Gonzalez arrested because she challenged his authority," Ms. Bidwell said, "the existence of probable cause would make this evidence legally irrelevant."



Lisa S. Blatt, a lawyer for the defendants, urged the court to maintain the status quo, warning that the alternative would create a flood of litigation.



"Throughout history," she said, "probable cause has foreclosed retaliatory arrest suits. Nieves created one narrow exception for warrantless arrest where officers typically look away or give warnings or tickets. This court should not blow up that exception."
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Details of $1.2 Trillion Spending Bill Emerge as Partial Shutdown Looms



Tucked inside a massive measure to fund the government through the fall are several initiatives sought by members of both parties. Aides are still writing the legislative language.




Speaker Mike Johnson with House Republican leaders at the Capitol on Wednesday. It was not clear whether Congress would be able to complete action on the spending bill in time to avert a brief partial government shutdown.




By Catie Edmondson


Mar 20, 2024


Congressional aides raced on Tuesday to draw up the text of a bipartisan $1.2 trillion spending deal to fund the government through September.



While President Biden, Republicans and Democrats have all endorsed the agreement, they had yet to release its details and it was not clear whether Congress would be able to complete action on it in time to avert a brief partial government shutdown over the weekend.



Still, lawmakers in both parties were already touting what they would get out of the legislation, which wraps six spending measures into one huge package.



"The final product is something that we were able to achieve a lot of key provisions and wins and a move in the direction that we want, even with our tiny, historically small majority," Speaker Mike Johnson said on Wednesday.



In a closed-door meeting with Republicans on Tuesday morning, Mr. Johnson cited the inclusion of provisions his party wanted, including funding for additional detention beds run by Immigration and Customs Enforcement and cutting off aid to the main United Nations agency that provides aid to Palestinians.



Democrats secured a long-sought deal to create 12,000 new special visas for Afghans who had worked for the United States in Afghanistan; a one-year reauthorization of PEPFAR, the U.S. government's effort to address H.I.V. globally; and funding boosts for federal child care and education programs.



Here's a look at what we know so far about the legislation, which would fund the Pentagon, the Department of Homeland Security, the State Department and health agencies.



It boosts funding for immigration detention beds.



The legislation funds roughly 8,000 more beds than last year's bill, a win House Republicans have touted. Congress funded 34,000 beds through the fall of 2023, but under the stopgap measure currently funding the department, the number of beds rose to about 42,000. Negotiators agreed to keep funding flowing to support that higher number.



The bill would bar funding for the main aid agency for Palestinians.



The legislation would 
bar funding from going to UNRWA
, the main U.N. agency that provides aid to Palestinians in Gaza, through March 2025, creating a shortfall of hundreds of millions of dollars for the agency.



It extends a pause in funding that the White House and lawmakers from both major U.S. parties supported after 
Israel accused at least 12 UNRWA employees
 in January of participating in the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel led by Hamas.



It would boost funding for child care and health research.



In a closed-door meeting, Representative Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut, the top Democrat on the Appropriations Committee, told lawmakers that Democrats had won spending increases for federal child care and education programs, including Head Start. She also touted increases to funding for cancer and Alzheimer's research, and for the federal suicide hotline, according to a person familiar with her presentation.



It includes a one-year reauthorization of PEPFAR, which helps bankroll global efforts to fight the spread of AIDS. Congress 
had been gridlocked
 on reauthorizing the program, parts of which expired in the fall, amid concerns among Republicans that some of the health organizations that fight AIDS also provide abortion services.



Democrats also staved off the inclusion of Republican efforts to slash funding for Title I, a program run by the Education Department to support low-income students and schools.



It includes a series of conservative G.O.P. policy mandates.



House Republicans also won the inclusion of several provisions aimed at addressing conservative cultural grievances. For instance, the bill would bar U.S. diplomatic facilities from flying any flag other than the American one overhead -- an attempt to prevent embassies and other official buildings from flying gay or transgender pride flags. It also contains a prohibition on a federal ban on gas stoves, an idea the Biden administration has said it is not pursuing but which prompted outrage among Republicans when a commissioner of the Consumer Product Safety Commission suggested could be ripe for future regulatory action.



The Hyde Amendment, a measure banning federal funding for abortion that was first included in spending legislation in 1976 and has been renewed virtually every year since, also is in the bill. But Democrats blocked Republicans from imposing any other anti-abortion measures.



The legislation cuts foreign aid.



The funding levels adhere to the 
debt limit and spending deal
 negotiated last year by President Biden and the speaker at the time, Kevin McCarthy, keeping spending on domestic programs essentially flat -- even as funding for veterans' programs continues to grow and military spending increases slightly.



That translated to cuts in other areas, including to foreign aid.



In the closed-door meeting, Mr. Johnson said that Republicans had secured a 6 percent cut to foreign aid programs. It was not immediately clear which programs would bear the brunt.
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Racing to Avoid a Shutdown, Lawmakers Weigh Skirting Their Own Rules



Despite making a deal, lawmakers face several hurdles to beating a deadline to keep the government funded after Friday.




Representative Bob Good is among a group of ultraconservative Republicans against suspending House rules to pass the spending bill before Friday's deadline.




By Carl Hulse


Mar 20, 2024


On Capitol Hill, the only rules that really matter are the ones that a majority of lawmakers are willing to enforce. So as Congress rushes to complete a $1.2 trillion 
spending package
 that is all but certain to become law in the next few days, lawmakers are weighing several shortcuts and tricks to avoid a partial government shutdown after midnight on Friday.



Though a brief shutdown over the weekend would not be as disruptive as one that occurs during the workweek, it could still have repercussions.



"If Republicans and Democrats keep working together in good faith to fund the government, then I hope we're just days away from completing the appropriations process," Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, said on Wednesday. "The job is not done, but we are very close."



Here are the ways congressional leaders may have to break, bend or otherwise twist the rules to get the legislation done before 12:01 on Saturday morning, when federal funding for half the government is slated to lapse.



Waiving the 72-hour rule



To begin with, House Republican leaders are almost certain to try to waive a self-imposed rule requiring that lawmakers be given at least 72 hours to review legislation before it comes up for a vote. The rule is a bright line with many House Republican conservatives who say they have been forced many times in the past to vote for huge bills as take-it-or-leave-it propositions without adequate time to digest them, only to later discover objectionable provisions.



"If you're a Republican planning to vote for this omnibus spending package, you ought to insist on AT LEAST 72 hours to read it because you will own every dollar of increased spending, every disastrous Biden policy this funds," Representative Bob Good, Republican of Virginia and the leader of the far-right Freedom Caucus, wrote on social media.



But with time running out and legislative text not yet made public as of Wednesday afternoon, it would be impossible to consider and pass the legislation before the deadline if the rule were enforced.



Republicans unhappy that they were not being given enough time to comb through the legislation could oppose waiving the rule, but some of those same Republicans concede they are not likely to back the spending package regardless. Overriding the rule, however, is likely to stir more right-wing resentment to the way Speaker Mike Johnson is handling spending issues.



Suspending the rules



Because of the opposition on the right to the spending bills, Mr. Johnson has been forced to consider them under a special procedure that prevents opponents from blocking legislation from coming to a vote. The far right has been employing a previously rare tactic of opposing their own party's "rule" for bringing spending bills to the floor, a break with House tradition.



As a result, Mr. Johnson has been bringing up the spending legislation under what is known as "suspension of the rules." The process, as the name suggests, nullifies the regular rules of the House, cutting short debate on the floor and barring any attempts to change the bills.



But as a special shortcut that is typically used for consensus legislation, it requires a supermajority of two-thirds of the House -- 290 if all are present -- for passage. Considerable numbers of Democrats will have to join Republicans in approving the measure since dozens of Republicans will vote against any spending plan.



Under internal rules House Republicans approved at the start of the Congress last year, the maneuver is not supposed to be used for any bill estimated to cost more than $100 billion unless it reduces spending to finance it. But a G.O.P. aide said that a spending bill -- even one that would cost 10 times that -- cannot run afoul of the rule because the Congressional Budget Office does not provide cost estimates for them.



Going around Senate time constraints



Once the legislation is approved by the House, it faces a new set of hurdles in the Senate, which can usually be bypassed only if all 100 members agree -- an unlikely event given conservative opposition to the spending package.



When the House finishes, Mr. Schumer will move as quickly as he can to bring the legislation to the floor. He will then take steps to limit debate and block amendments that could kill the agreement. Once that clock is started, the Senate must then wait at least a day to take up the motion to end debate on the package. If that passes, the Senate could consume up to 30 hours considering the bill, potentially pushing the debate beyond the weekend.



In exchange for allowing the process to move more quickly, members of the Senate's right-wing Republican bloc are likely to demand the opportunity to offer some amendments as they did when the first spending package was passed. A combination of Republicans and Democrats defeated all of them and would need to do so again since approval of any amendment would require the measure to be sent back to the House.



One factor working in favor of speedier Senate passage is that both the Senate and the House are scheduled to leave on a two-week Easter break once the legislation is approved. The desire to leave town could diminish the opposition and allow the Senate to act quickly if the opponents accept that they have no real possibility of blocking its passage.



Punting -- or briefly blowing -- the deadline



Should it become clear that the legislation was going to stall in the Senate as the shutdown deadline approached, Congress could also approve another short-term patch to buy more time. But Senate and House leaders see the end is near in the grueling slog to pass legislation to fund the government through September. They want to keep the pressure on.



And the last time Congress beat a Friday deadline to clear a major spending package earlier this month, President Biden did not sign it until the following day, technically allowing a brief shutdown that went unnoticed.
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Rising Discipline Problems in Schools: Another Sign of Pandemic's Toll



Incidents of student misconduct have risen in New York City since pandemic disruptions, though serious crimes in schools have decreased.




Children are still dealing with the emotional strain of the coronavirus pandemic, experts and educators said.




By Bernard Mokam


Mar 20, 2024


New York City schools are grappling with a spike in discipline problems among children, evidence that the disruptions caused by the coronavirus pandemic are having lingering effects, educators and experts say.



Most of the misconduct involves lower-level disturbances that educators and advocates say show that many students are still having a 
hard time emotionally after the stress of the pandemic
.



Despite a handful of high-profile episodes -- at least two students were slashed at Port Richmond High School in Staten Island this week, for example -- student arrests account for a small percentage of discipline incidents, according to the Police Department.



Luis A. Rodriguez, an assistant professor of educational leadership and policy studies at New York University, said the increase was not necessarily surprising, given the isolation and stress students and their families experienced during the pandemic.



"Schools have had to reckon with the impact Covid has had on socializing," he said.



At the High School of Fashion Industries in Manhattan, Rosa Isabel Chavez, a fashion design teacher, said that when schools reopened, students came back lacking "a high-school-level mentality."



"
They were very much still childlike," she said. "We had freshmen still holding hands, the way little children do in elementary school, which was adorable, but still scary."



There were also fights, she added, because students thought "the response was to hit instead of talking things out."



Last school year, there were 14,048 school safety incidents, according to Police Department data. In the 2018-2019 school year, there were 11,504. The increase comes amid debate over how schools should respond to discipline problems.



In recent years, both the police and the Education Department have sought to reduce how often officers respond to low-level offenses like disorderly conduct. Police Department data shows that when uniformed officers and school safety agents do respond, they are now more likely to send students back to their schools for discipline instead of arresting them or issuing a summons.



Jenna Lyle, an Education Department spokeswoman, said schools should be "safe havens for our children," adding that schools have the tools to "address any issues in a positive, supportive, and less punitive manner. "



Still, the number of times students were suspended or removed from class rose last year, to 36,992 from 31,738 the year before, though it remains below prepandemic levels.



"Most discipline incidences are not serious," said Madeline Borrelli, a special-education teacher and member of Teachers Unite, an organization focused on ending "the school-to-prison pipeline."



She said schools with fewer resources, where teachers may be overwhelmed, may be relying on suspensions or calling in school safety agents "to respond to normal child behavior."



Rohini Singh, director of the School Justice Project at Advocates for Children of New York, which has called for school safety reforms, said law enforcement still has an "outsize role" in school discipline.



And racial disparities remain. Black pupils make up a quarter of the city's public school population, but 40 percent of suspensions or classroom removals. Black students were involved in more than half of incidents in which the police intervened.



Broadly, serious incidents at schools -- like assault and burglary -- have stayed relatively low compared to the late 2010s, according to the mayor's office, but some recent incidents have been violent.



In February, two students were stabbed at Martin Van Buren High School in Queens; a 14-year-old boy was slashed outside M.S. 246 in Brooklyn; and a 12-year-old girl was stabbed inside Pathways College Preparatory School in Queens, according to the Police Department.



This month, an 8-year-old 
was found with a gun
 at his Brooklyn elementary school, though it was not loaded and no one was hurt, the police said.



David C. Bloomfield, a professor of education leadership at Brooklyn College and the CUNY Graduate Center, said gang activity appeared to be up, and that "some of that has to do with adolescent alienation we are seeing more generally."



The rise in disciplinary problems in schools has been unsettling for students and parents.



In December, a student was stabbed at Edward R. Murrow High School in Brooklyn, prompting a lockdown. Fumbi Joseph Vilme, a freshman, said he stayed in the piano room for several hours. He said he wished there were metal detectors, "because you are kind of supposed to feel safe in school."



His father, Marvin Vilme, who also attended the school, said he was shocked and has since considered home-schooling his son.




Sumarha Tariq said she benefited from a new effort to reduce police involvement in school disciplinary incidents. 




But Sumarha Tariq, who attended the High School of Fashion Industries, is one of the students who may have benefited from efforts to reduce police involvement in disciplinary issues.



In 2022, after she was found with pepper spray in her backpack, which is illegal for minors, a safety agent referred her case back to the school.



A school counselor issued a warning, but not a suspension, after Ms. Tariq wrote a statement explaining that she carried the spray because she had faced harassment on her commute. She made it through the rest of high school without problems, graduated and is now a freshman at Yale University.



It was, Ms. Tariq said, "the best scenario."



Hurubie Meko
 contributed reporting. Benjamin Steiger contributed research.
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Judge Won't Punish Michael Cohen for Relying on Artificial Intelligence



Former President Donald J. Trump's onetime fixer gave his lawyer fake legal citations concocted by the artificial intelligence program Google Bard for a motion the lawyer filed in federal court.




The judge, Jesse M. Furman, said the episode was embarrassing and unfortunate, but he accepted Mr. Cohen's explanation that he did not understand how the Google Bard program worked and did not mean to mislead his lawyer.




By Benjamin Weiser


Mar 20, 2024


A Manhattan judge on Wednesday declined to impose sanctions on Michael D. Cohen, the onetime fixer for former President Donald J. Trump, after he mistakenly gave his lawyer fake legal citations concocted by Google Bard, an artificial intelligence program, for a motion the lawyer was preparing on Mr. Cohen's behalf.



The lawyer, David M. Schwartz, cited the bogus cases in his motion, which was filed in Federal District Court.



The judge, Jesse M. Furman, said the episode was embarrassing and unfortunate, but he had accepted Mr. Cohen's explanation that he did not understand how Google Bard worked and did not mean to mislead Mr. Schwartz. The judge also said he had not found that Mr. Schwartz had acted in bad faith. 



"Indeed, it would have been downright irrational for him to provide fake cases for Schwartz to include in the motion knowing they were fake," Judge Furman wrote of Mr. Cohen, a former lawyer who has been disbarred, given the probability that Mr. Schwartz, the government or the court would discover the problem, "with potentially serious adverse consequences for Cohen himself."



The issue arose in a case regarding tax evasion, as well as campaign finance violations committed by Mr. Cohen on behalf of Mr. Trump. Mr. Cohen pleaded guilty in 2018 and served time in prison. He had been asking for an early end to the court's supervision of his case after being released from prison and complying with the conditions of his release.



Judge Furman had denied three earlier such requests by Mr. Cohen. In his latest request, his lawyer, Mr. Schwartz, pointed out that his client testified for two days last fall in New York State's civil fraud trial of Mr. Trump. Mr. Cohen's "willingness to come forward and provide truthful accounts," Mr. Schwartz argued, "demonstrates an exceptional level of remorse and a commitment to upholding the law."



But Judge Furman said that Mr. Cohen's testimony in the state trial "actually provides reason to deny his motion, not to grant it." The judge cited Mr. Cohen's testimony in the state civil trial in which he admitted that he had lied in federal court when he pleaded guilty to tax evasion, which he now says he did not commit.



A lawyer for Mr. Cohen did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Judge Furman's ruling.



Mr. Cohen's credibility will be at the heart of Mr. Trump's first criminal trial, scheduled to start in mid-April in Manhattan. Mr. Cohen, one of the prosecution's star witnesses, was involved in the hush-money deal at the center of that case, brought by the Manhattan district attorney's office. Mr. Trump's lawyers might try to seize on Mr. Cohen's inconsistent statements at the civil fraud trial, and possibly even Judge Furman's ruling, to paint him as a liar. But the district attorney's office is likely to counter that Mr. Cohen told many of his earlier lies on Mr. Trump's behalf, and that he has told a consistent story about the hush-money deal for years.



The judge overseeing the civil fraud trial, Arthur F. Engoron, had said that he found Mr. Cohen's testimony "credible," and imposed a crushing $454 million judgment on Mr. Trump.



It was in his request to end the court supervision of his case that Mr. Cohen sought to assist his lawyer, Mr. Schwartz.



Mr. Cohen said in a sworn declaration in December that he had not kept up with "emerging trends (and related risks) in legal technology and did not realize that Google Bard was a generative text service that, like ChatGPT, could show citations and descriptions that looked real but actually were not."



Mr. Cohen also said he had not realized Mr. Schwartz "would drop the cases into his submission wholesale without even confirming that they existed."



Mr. Cohen asked Judge Furman to exercise "discretion and mercy."



The case is one of several that have surfaced in the Manhattan federal court in the past year in which the use of artificial intelligence has tainted court filings. Nationally, there have been at least 15 cases in which lawyers or litigants representing themselves were believed to have used chatbots for legal research that wound its way into court filings, according to Eugene Volokh, a law professor at U.C.L.A. who has written about artificial intelligence and the law.



The issue exploded into public view last year after Judge P. Kevin Castel, also of Manhattan federal court, fined two lawyers $5,000 after they admitted to submitting a brief filled with nonexistent decisions and legal citations that had been generated by ChatGPT.



A series of similar cases in federal courts in Manhattan followed.



In one, a lawyer acknowledged citing a "nonexistent case" -- Matter of Bourguignon v. Coordinated Behavioral Health Services, Inc. -- that she said was "suggested by ChatGPT" after her own research failed to turn up a decision to support an argument she was making. In January, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit referred her to a court panel that investigates complaints against attorneys.



And in another case, Judge Paul A. Engelmayer of Federal District Court chastised a law firm in Auburn, N.Y., that openly admitted it had used ChatGPT to bolster a request for attorney's fees in a lawsuit against New York City's Department of Education.



Judge Engelmayer said the firm's "invocation of ChatGPT as support for its aggressive fee bid is utterly and unusually unpersuasive."



The cases highlight the legal profession's challenges as lawyers increasingly rely on chatbots to prepare legal briefs. The artificial intelligence programs, like ChatGPT and Bard (now known as Gemini), generate realistic responses by making guesses about which fragments of text should follow other sequences.



Mr. Cohen, in his declaration, wrote that he had understood Bard to be "a supercharged search engine" that in the past he had used to obtain accurate information. The cases that he found and passed along to Mr. Schwartz appear to have been "hallucinations" -- a term used to refer to chatbot-generated inaccuracies.



The episode became public in December when Judge Furman said in an order that he could not find any of the three decisions Mr. Schwartz had cited in his motion. He ordered Mr. Schwartz to provide him with copies of the decisions or "a thorough explanation of how the motion came to cite cases that do not exist and what role, if any, Mr. Cohen played."



Mr. Schwartz, in his own declaration, said he had not independently reviewed the cases Mr. Cohen provided because Mr. Cohen had indicated another lawyer was providing him with suggestions for the motion.



"I sincerely apologize to the court for not checking these cases personally before submitting them to the court," Mr. Schwartz wrote.



Barry Kamins, a lawyer for Mr. Schwartz, said Wednesday, "We are gratified that the court viewed this mistake as one that was not made in bad faith by Mr. Schwartz."



Ben Protess
 contributed reporting.
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Corruption, Sewage, Apathy: A Federal Watchdog on What He Saw at NYCHA



For five years, Bart Schwartz monitored the New York City Housing Authority and tried to root out problems and corruption. In a final interview, he said he was hopeful.




NYCHA's problems are myriad and deep. The agency's outgoing federal monitor is still optimistic they can be fixed.




By Mihir Zaveri


Mar 20, 2024


When the federal government chose Bart M. Schwartz to watch over New York City's troubled public housing system, home to more than 360,000 residents, he knew the job would be difficult. The agency, after all, had been caught lying about lead inspections, faced several other scandals, and was routinely criticized for mismanagement.



Since he started in 2019, he has dealt with leaking sewage raining down from a ceiling and hundreds of meetings with frustrated tenants. He helped uncover a sprawling 
bribery and corruption scheme
 that broke a record for the Justice Department.



And yet, he remains optimistic that change is possible for the New York City Housing Authority. On Wednesday, Mr. Schwartz, 77, 
released his final report
 on NYCHA's progress toward meeting the terms of a federal settlement, in which the agency agreed to improve its handling of persistent problems residents face.




Bart Schwartz helped uncover a sprawling corruption scheme that saw the arrests of dozens of NYCHA employees.




Some successes from the past five years include a 40 percent drop in complaints about heat, a 50 percent drop in mold cases and a rapid uptick in lead abatement, which occurred at 700 apartments in all of 2019 and takes place at an average of 400 per month now.



In an interview, Mr. Schwartz talked about some of the highs and lows of his term, and said there was more work to do. The conversation has been edited and condensed for clarity.



Say all the problems were solved in NYCHA buildings. Why would that be beneficial to the city?



The people who live there deserve to live in a safe, clean environment. Especially, you know, in the richest country, the richest city. We should be able to do better.



How did you know this would be a tough job?



I'll give you an example. Very early on, our field investigators were up in the Bronx, and they went into the laundry room in one of the buildings and sewage was pouring out of a pipe in the ceiling. A maintenance worker was doing the best he could with a mop.



Our field investigator said, "How long has this been going on?" He said, "Four weeks." The investigator said, "Why isn't it being repaired?" The response was, "Well, I've reported it and we're waiting for the carpenters."



"Why are you waiting for the carpenters to fix the pipe ceiling?" "Well, they're going to build a scaffold so that we can get to the ceiling."



It was a Saturday night. I called the chief operating officer. I told him the story and they got a ladder over there and they fixed it.



Do you think having more authority would have made solving these problems easier?



A very important element of being a successful monitor is for the entity being monitored to learn how to do it on its own. If I were to take over and make all the day-to-day decisions, then they'd always be leaning on something and someone. And when you leave, it would go back to the old ways.



Dozens of NYCHA employees were recently arrested and accused of taking bribes for giving out low-level, no-bid contracts, also known as "micro-purchasing."



The micro-purchasing was a known problem. It was obvious it was subject to abuse.



I hoped to find some examples of this, because I felt that we could have the most immediate impact on residents if we could get the inspections done and the work done honestly. So when we gathered this information, we turned it over right away to the Southern District Criminal Division and to the Department of Investigation. And they ran with it.



It took longer but it became a bigger project. If they had taken two people out in handcuffs in the first month, it would have been very helpful to me. But I understand why they did it.



Why did such a big issue persist for so long?



Because they focused on numbers and not values. The report came in that the plumber was there and did three drains. But did they do a good job? Did anybody care about what they were doing?



Will the arrests solve the problem?



You can't say every 10 years, we'll have a roundup of corrupt employees. That's not a solution. They've got to build on this.



You say NYCHA needs to do much more work on its "values-based compliance." What is that and why?



There are basically two kinds of compliance.



There is the regulatory, which is strictly numbers, the law, getting to the line without going over.



Then there's value-based compliance. What is the best thing? What is the right thing? What are you trying to accomplish?



You can't have a rule for everything. But if you have values, it's like a safety net. People will think about being more conscientious, having more respect for the residents, not assuming that failure is acceptable and trying to do a better job.



How satisfied are you?



I'm pleased with the progress that we've made, because we've influenced the operations, and the numbers demonstrate that. But even more so, we started to influence the culture. When I got there, failure was always an alternative.
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Birth Control to Be Sold Over the Counter in New York Pharmacies



By Grace Ashford


Mar 19, 2024


The News



New Yorkers will soon be able to get a year's worth of hormonal birth control from pharmacies without a prescription.



The New York State Department of Health issued an order on Tuesday formally authorizing the measure, which was passed last year by the State Legislature and signed by Gov. Kathy Hochul.



Under the law, pharmacists can dispense three different types of hormonal birth control to both New York residents and out-of-state visitors: birth control pills, vaginal rings and contraceptive patches. They will also offer counseling and information about the medication as well as the risks of H.I.V. and other sexually transmitted diseases.



Officials say the aim is to remove barriers to contraception access and safeguard reproductive freedoms while other states restrict them.



"This is about access to care, it's about the individual autonomy, it's about health equity," said James McDonald, the state health commissioner. "But it's also about protecting reproductive rights, which are all very core to the mission of the New York State Department of Health."








The Context



New York is hardly the first state to authorize pharmacists to distribute birth control, following 
more than two dozen
 others, including New Jersey, California and Oregon, that already allow some version of the practice.



But few states have done as much to establish themselves as safe harbors for reproductive care.



Just before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022,
 
Ms. Hochul 
allotted $35 million
 to support health care workers, anticipating an 
influx of out-of-state
 abortion seekers.



Soon after, lawmakers passed a bill to 
protect abortion providers
 from out-of state litigation and took the first steps toward enshrining a right to abortion in the State Constitution.



This year, in her proposed budget, Ms. Hochul called for spending $100 million to support reproductive health care providers.



At a press event at a pharmacy in Albany on Tuesday, she framed the birth control news as part of a larger commitment to women's autonomy and reproductive rights.



"Here in New York, you have the power to walk into a pharmacy -- just like we are here today -- and to make that decision that 'I want this. I want to be able to control the process. I want to control my life,'" she said.



Why It Matters



In the nearly two years since Roe was overturned, 
more than 20 states have either banned or sharply restricted abortions
. Women's health advocates say the restrictions only underscore the importance of making contraception widely available and accessible.



While many Democrats and some Republicans have voiced support for protecting reproductive freedoms at the federal level, Republican leadership in the House of Representatives has stymied all efforts to date. Many national Republicans -- and 
former President Donald J. Trump
, who is again the presumptive Republican nominee -- have indicated that they would support a nationwide abortion ban of some kind.



Democrats are hoping that the issue will play a key role in November's election, in which President Biden will face off against Mr. Trump.



What's Next



New York's rule is on the books officially as of Tuesday, though it may take a few weeks for pharmacies to get things up and running.



State officials said they expected roughly 85 percent of pharmacies to participate.



This November, New Yorkers will be asked to vote on 
the Equal Rights Amendment
, which would formally enshrine protections from gender-based discrimination, including restrictions on reproductive care, into the State Constitution.



That measure, which would also ban discrimination on the basis of race, disability, gender identity and sexual orientation, would be the first of its kind.
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Andrew Crispo, Disgraced Manhattan Gallery Owner, Dies at 78



His fall from the pinnacle of the New York art world involved murder, torture, tax evasion, extortion and two terms in prison.




Andrew Crispo in 1998 in an art gallery he was planning to open in the meatpacking district of Manhattan. At the time, he said it would be "the largest sculpture gallery in the world." It never opened: In 1999 he was convicted of threatening to kidnap a lawyer's child and sentenced to prison. 




By Clay Risen


Mar 19, 2024


Andrew Crispo, a once high-flying art gallerist in Manhattan brought low by a long series of tabloid-worthy scandals, including tax evasion, extortion and implication in the grisly 1985 murder of a Norwegian art student, died on Feb. 8 in Brooklyn. He was 78.



His lawyer, J. Benjamin Greene, said that the cause of his death, in a nursing facility, had not been determined, but that it came after a decline in Mr. Crispo's health, including the discovery of an inoperable brain tumor. Mr. Crispo left no immediate survivors, and word of his death emerged only recently.



Mr. Crispo opened his namesake gallery at the corner of Madison Avenue and 57th Street in 1973, and for the rest of the decade he ranked among New York City's best-known art dealers. Though he lacked formal training in art, he was widely respected for his exacting eye, which he used to identify promising young painters.



"He could have been another Larry Gagosian today," said David Ligare, an artist whom Mr. Crispo represented in the 1970s, referring to the Manhattan mega-gallerist. "He had such enthusiasm for art and such good connections."



Mr. Crispo eventually expanded his gallery to a second floor, with the interiors decorated by his romantic partner, 
the noted designer Arthur E. Smith
. He owned an art-filled estate in Southampton, N.Y., and at one point had some $50 million in the bank.



Things were less rosy behind the scenes. His employees accused him of failing to pay bills and of keeping two price lists, one for artists and a higher one for clients, with Mr. Crispo pocketing the difference.



"It was a horror show," Patricia Hamilton, who worked for him in the mid-1970s, said in a phone interview. "I was convinced that Andrew was never going to make it to the following month."



He developed a cocaine habit and held after-hours sex parties in his gallery and in a nearby apartment. His carnal tastes leaned toward the sadomasochistic, and he spent long nights at leather bars like the Hellfire Club, in Manhattan's meatpacking district.



On the night of Feb. 22, 1985, he and an employee, Bernard LeGeros, met a 26-year-old model and student from Norway named Eigil Dag Vesti. They left the club and went north, to an estate in Rockland County, N.Y., owned by Mr. LeGeros's parents.



What happened over the next few hours is unclear; all three men were on drugs. But in the early hours of Feb. 23, Mr. Legeros shot Mr. Vesti in the back of the head, twice, with a .22-caliber rifle. Mr. Vesti was naked, save for handcuffs around his wrists and a zippered leather hood over his head.




Kenneth Gribetz, the Rockland County, N.Y., district attorney, held the mask found on the body of a murdered Norwegian model, Eigil Dag Vesti. The crime became known in the news media as the Death Mask Murder. Mr. Crispo was linked to the killing but not charged. 




Three weeks later, a group of hikers found Mr. Vesti's body in an abandoned smokehouse near the LeGeros home. Forest animals had eaten away most of his flesh, save for that around his head, which had been protected by the mask.



Mr. LeGeros was arrested on March 27. The case became a tabloid sensation; the news media called it the Death Mask Murder. Mr. Crispo denied involvement in the killing, and the police never charged him. He also never testified, despite Mr. LeGeros's insistence that Mr. Crispo had ordered him to kill Mr. Vesti, and despite the 
discovery of the murder weapon at his gallery
.



"I don't shock, frankly, but one of the most surpassingly ugly things that ever happened in the art world was that Andrew Crispo got off with no charges for the murder of Eigil Dag Vesti," the writer Gary Indiana 
told Interview
 magazine in 2020.



Two months after the Vesti murder, Mr. Crispo and Mr. LeGeros were indicted in a different case, charged with the 
1984 kidnapping and torturing
 of a 26-year-old bartender named Mark Leslie. The case was not tried until 1988. Mr. LeGeros pleaded guilty, but 
Mr. Crispo was acquitted
, having convinced the jury that the activity he participated in was consensual.




Bernard LeGeros, who was charged with the murder of the fashion student, was escorted from court in New City, N.Y., in 1985. Mr. LeGeros worked for Mr. Crispo's art gallery, and Mr. Crispo had accompanied him and the model to an estate in Rockland County. 




Once again, some people believed that Mr. Crispo had gotten away with a crime -- after the trial, Joel Seidemann, a Manhattan assistant district attorney, called him "a master manipulator who deals in art by day and torture by night."



While that trial had proceeded, Mr. Crispo was charged with evading tax payments of $4 million on $10 million in income. 
He pleaded guilty
, and in 1986 he began a five-year sentence, of which he served three. The Internal Revenue Service seized his art collection and auctioned off pieces of it for several million dollars to recoup his tax obligations.



Mr. Crispo got out of prison in 1989. Just days after his release, his home in Southampton 
was destroyed in an explosion
, along with the art inside. He sued the Long Island Lighting Company, claiming that it had placed a gas line too close to the house. A jury awarded him $8.6 million in 1991.



He used some of that money to buy a 
$2 million house
 in Charleston, S.C., where he said he intended to set up a new business. But he soon faced financial trouble and, after declaring bankruptcy in 1996, was forced to sell the house.




Mr. Crispo in 1999 outside bankruptcy court in Lower Manhattan. He was forced to sell a $2 million home he had bought in Charleston, S.C.




By then, however, he had managed to claw back the remaining art seized by the I.R.S. He sold off pieces of it, raising $14 million, which he put into his comeback, an art space that he said would be "the largest sculpture gallery in the world," located in the meatpacking district.



"I do think that I am on the road to a great success," 
he told The New York Times in 1998
, "and I don't think that I will let anyone be disappointed."



The gallery was set to open in mid-1999. But that May 
he was arrested yet again
, this time for threatening to kidnap the 4-year-old daughter of a lawyer who had been involved in his bankruptcy case.



Mr. Crispo had grown irate after the lawyer's firm, which controlled the money during his bankruptcy proceedings, delayed sending him a $2,000 check. He told the lawyer that he had photographs of her daughter at a playground, knew where she lived and would kidnap the child if the check did not arrive soon.



The magistrate judge, Michael H. Dolinger, refused to allow Mr. Crispo out on bond.



"The defendant certainly has had a checkered history up to this point," Judge Dolinger said, "and there is a sufficient threat of irrational conduct."



Mr. Crispo was convicted, and in 2000 he was 
sentenced to seven years in prison
. He got out in 2005.



Andrew John Crispo was born on April 21, 1945, in Philadelphia. He never knew his parents, who deposited him in an orphanage soon after he was born.



By his late teens he was spending most of his time on the streets of downtown Philadelphia, working as a prostitute around Rittenhouse Square.



By the early 1960s he had attached himself to one particular client, 
Henry McIlhenny
, a wealthy art patron and the chairman of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. According to David France, in his book "
Bag of Toys: Sex, Scandal, and the Death Mask Murder
" (1992), Mr. McIlhenny tutored Mr. Crispo in art, finding him an apt pupil.



Convinced that art was his future, Mr. Crispo moved to New York City in 1964. He worked as an art runner, a type of flipper who bought an undervalued piece at one gallery and immediately sold it to another for a profit. The work required charm, financial smarts and a keen eye for art, all of which Mr. Crispo possessed.



In 1967, he found a job at the ACA Gallery, a bastion of New York's contemporary art scene. It was soon clear that he had a better eye and a sharper business sense than many of the trained older gallerists on the staff, and by 1970 he was working with his own roster of artists.




Mr. Crispo in his never-opened gallery space under construction in the meatpacking district in 1998. As a gallerist he was frequently involved in legal fights.




He opened the 
Andrew Crispo Gallery
 after securing funding from a client, and he immediately made his mark. He staged a series of blockbuster exhibitions in the early 1970s, with glittering openings that drew celebrities like Liza Minnelli and Leonard Bernstein.



While his reputation among collectors and artists grew, his standing among other gallerists was mixed. He was known to play loose with rules about provenance and to delay paying insurance or shipping fees, if he paid them at all.



He was frequently embroiled in legal fights, and he was represented by the lawyer Roy Cohn on at least one occasion, involving a wealthy Romanian art collector over a sculpture by Constantin Brancusi. Mr. Crispo won that fight and, after another complicated court battle with the Guggenheim Museum regarding the same piece, 
received a payment of $2 million
.



As the New York gallery scene migrated downtown from the Upper East Side, Mr. Crispo found himself left behind -- though he retained a few ultrawealthy clients, chief among them the Swiss industrialist 
Hans Heinrich Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza
. He closed his gallery in 1986, around the time he entered prison.



Mr. Crispo's partner, Arthur Smith, died in 1997. Mr. Crispo had been living in Mr. Smith's Manhattan apartment, but Mr. Smith's family forced him to move out following the death.



After getting out of prison a second time, in 2005, Mr. Crispo bought a co-op apartment and two ground-floor spaces in a residential tower in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, intending to open yet another gallery.



But his plans never worked out, and by 2017 he was facing bankruptcy again. He took out a series of loans from a realty company, using his co-op shares and some of his artwork as collateral. When he defaulted on the loans, the realty company took ownership of the shares.



Mr. Crispo refused to leave the apartment, and he erected a series of legal roadblocks to delay eviction. At the same time, he was growing erratic; he continued to use drugs and threw sex parties in his apartment, and on at least one occasion was seen naked and defecating in the hallway.



The realty company finally filed an eviction notice on March 17, 2020, just as the pandemic took hold and not long before Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York imposed an eviction moratorium.



By the time the moratorium was lifted, in 2022, Mr. Crispo's health had declined significantly. According to medical records he submitted to the court, he suffered from hypertension, heart disease and depression, among other ailments, and he used his condition to delay eviction further.



In September, a judge ordered the eviction to proceed, a decision Mr. Crispo appealed the next day. The appeal was still pending at his death.
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David Seidler, Oscar-Winning Writer of 'The King's Speech,' Dies at 86



He drew on his own painful experiences with a stutter in depicting King George VI's struggles to overcome his impediment and rally Britain in World War II.




David Seidler in 2011 after winning two British Academy Film Awards, or BAFTAs, for his screenplay for "The King's Speech." He went on to win the Academy Award for it as well. 




By Trip Gabriel


Mar 18, 2024


David Seidler, a screenwriter whose Oscar-winning script for "The King's Speech" -- about King George VI conquering a stutter to rally Britain at the outset of World War II -- drew on his own painful experience with a childhood stammer, died on Saturday on a fly-fishing trip in New Zealand. He was 86 and lived in Santa Fe, N.M.



His manager, Jeff Aghassi, disclosed the death in a statement but did not cite a cause. "David was in the place he loved most in the world -- New Zealand -- doing what gave him the greatest peace, which was fly-fishing," Mr. Aghassi said. "If given the chance, it is exactly as he would have scripted it."



On winning the Academy Award for best original screenplay for "The King's Speech" (2010), Mr. Seidler said from the Hollywood stage that he was accepting on behalf of all stutterers. "We have a voice; we have been heard,'' he said.



The movie, a historical drama in the form of a buddy picture about an afflicted future monarch (Colin Firth) and his talented but unlicensed speech therapist (Geoffrey Rush), was a commercial and critical success. It also won Oscars for best picture, best director (Tom Hooper) and best actor (Mr. Firth).




Colin Firth in the 2010 film "The King's Speech." Mr. Seidler's script centered on George VI's struggle to overcome his stutter as he prepared to speak to his beleaguered nation during wartime.




Mr. Seidler, who was born in England but emigrated with his family to the United States as a child during World War II, spent much of his career writing little-noticed television projects, including soap operas, a biopic of the Partridge Family singers and the TV movie "Onassis: The Richest Man in the World" (1988), written with a longtime co-writer, Jacqueline Feather. That same year, he broke onto the big screen as a co-writer (with Arnold Schulman) of "Tucker: The Man and His Dream," about the automobile inventor Preston Tucker, directed by Francis Ford Coppola.



But Hollywood's doors did not swing open widely for him before "The King's Speech," or in the years that followed. A stage version of the film that he wrote toured England in 2012. After transferring to London's West End, 
it closed earlier than expected
 because of poor ticket sales.



Mr. Seidler's stammer, he told Patrick Healy in 
an interview
 for The New York Times in 2011, developed when he was a toddler, shortly after his family had moved to the United States -- it might have been set off by the trauma of wartime relocation -- and persisted through his high school years on Long Island.



He tried to conquer the impediment using some of the same therapies that Lionel Logue, played by Mr. Rush, imposes on the future George VI in the movie: placing marbles in his mouth as he speaks and taking up smoking. None of them worked.



Mr. Seidler 
told the site filmcritic.com
 that his parents, aiming to inspire him, tuned the family radio to George VI's speeches during the war as object lessons of mastering a stutter.



"They would say to me, 'David, he was a much worse stutterer than you, and listen to him now. He's not perfect. But he can give these magnificent, stirring addresses that rallied the free world,'" Mr. Seidler said.



At 16, he recalled, he had a "profanity-laden, F-bomb-filled emotional catharsis" like one that King George, who was known as "Bertie," his childhood nickname, experiences in the film. "I thought that if I'm stuck with stuttering, you're all stuck with listening with me," he told The Times, inserting an expletive.



Soon after, his stutter faded away in conversations.



David Seidler was born on Aug. 4, 1937, in London, to Doris (Falkoff) Seidler, a painter and printmaker, and Bernard Seidler, a fur broker. He graduated from Cornell University in 1959. He is survived by two adult children, Marc and Maya Seidler.



The screenplay of "The King's Speech" gestated with Mr. Seidler for decades. 
In interviews
, he said he had set the project aside for years until after the death in 2002 of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, widow of George VI, who had asked him not to pursue it in her lifetime.



In 
a 2011 interview
 with The Times, he compared the process of drawing on his experiences as a stutterer to remembering from afar a bad toothache.



"While you've got the toothache it's all you think about, but as soon as you go to the dentist, and he or she takes away the pain, the last thing you want to think about was how that tooth ached," he said. "You put it away from your mind and forget about it. The same with stuttering. So it was only by waiting until I had reached the stage of ... let me use the euphemism maturity ... when by nature you start to look back on your life anyway, that it allowed me to revisit that pain, that sense of isolation and loneliness, which I think helped the script immensely."
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Margaret Grade, Whose California Inn Was Beloved by Stars, Dies at 72



Her Manka's Inverness Lodge drew actors and writers who dined at Ms. Grade's farm-to-table restaurant and reveled in her eccentric flair.




Margaret Grade, the owner of Manka's Inverness Lodge in Inverness, Calif., in 2011. "I didn't know the term 'working capital,'" she said of her early days as an innkeeper, "and as a result I had none."




By Kim Severson


Mar 17, 2024


Margaret Grade, a California neuropsychologist who made a sharp career turn to open a cozy, eclectic inn near the Point Reyes National Seashore that was known for tending to farmers and fishers with the same attentiveness it gave to the film stars and writers who sought sanctuary there, died on Feb. 28 in San Francisco. She was 72.



Ms. Grade was injured in a car accident in Marin County on Jan. 11. She spent several weeks in a hospital before she died there of complications related to her injuries, her brother Matthew Grade, a physician, said.



The introverted Ms. Grade acknowledged that she was a most unlikely innkeeper.



"If they put me in the front, I would be bad for business," she said in a 2003 interview with 
The San Francisco Chronicle
. She also admitted that when she opened her inn, Manka's Inverness Lodge, she didn't have the first idea about running an establishment. "I didn't know the term 'working capital,' and as a result I had none," she said.



Still, Manka's, a century-old former hunting retreat tucked into the woods two hours northwest of San Francisco in Inverness, Calif., was in the vanguard of hyperlocal food, a haven for chefs and celebrities and a national media darling.



Ms. Grade (pronounced GRAH-dee) was more than an innkeeper. She had a preternatural ability to anticipate guests' desires and sometimes had unusual ways of fulfilling them.



"She is not someone I would call warm, but you always felt the touch of her hand in every room," the actor Frances McDormand, who for years spent holidays there with her family, said by phone. "She had an old-fashioned understanding of what true luxury is. Part of her real gift was making a fantasy that you just fell into. It was witchy."



The fourth of 11 children, Margaret Major Grade was born on Dec. 9, 1951, in Elm Grove, Wis., a suburb of Milwaukee. Her mother, Shirley Agnes (Bothwick) Grade, worked for a time as a journalist and became renowned in international knitting circles. Her father, John Oscar Grade, was a popular family-practice doctor who hunted, fished and grew prodigious gardens.




Ms. Grade as a Wisconsin high school student in 1968. Her father, she once said, "taught me by example that eating well, and the prelude to it, is part of life lived fully."




Ms. Grade, called Peg by her family, inherited his love of fast cars and food.



"He taught me by example that eating well, and the prelude to it, is part of life lived fully," she said in 2003.



Like many of her siblings, Ms. Grade chose to study medicine, heading first to nursing school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and then to the California School of Professional Psychology in Berkeley (now part of Alliant International University), where she graduated with a doctorate in psychology. Her dissertation, published in 1984, was about ennui.



She built a practice with lupus patients and conducted clinical brain research at the University of California, San Francisco. In the mid-1980s, she joined the San Francisco AIDS advisory board and began global AIDS-related research.



Ms. Grade was looking for a second home in 1989 when she discovered the inn, which was named after its longtime owner, Manka Prokupek. She teamed up with her brother Thomas to buy it, and their younger brother Benjamin, a chef, took over the kitchen.



Ms. Grade's sister 
Johanna Perkins
 helped her transform the inn's four rooms and main-floor restaurant into a quirky arts-and-crafts gem with an aesthetic favoring enormous flower arrangements, foraged tree branches and a jaunty use of taxidermy: deer hooves serving as clothes hooks, a squirrel greeting guests at the front desk, a framed tarantula hanging in a bathroom.



After her brother Ben headed back to the Midwest in 1996, Ms. Grade visited the cookbook author 
Marion Cunningham
,
 who for years served as consigliere to a generation of Northern California chefs and food writers, to ask if she should devote her life to cooking. Ms. Cunningham told her to read the work of the food writers 
Richard Olney
, 
Jane Grigson
 and 
M.F.K. Fisher
 before she decided.



Ms. Grade never looked back, but running both the kitchen and the inn was daunting. In 1998, she hired the Northern California chef Daniel DeLong. Together they elevated the cuisine, and they soon became romantically involved. The two never married, but in 2008 they became the parents of twins.



Using only food that Ms. Grade described as "within reach," the couple built dishes from chanterelle mushrooms that local children foraged in the woods, seafood pulled from surrounding waters hours before it was served, and notable local products like bread from the star baker Chad Robertson and cheese from Cowgirl Creamery.




Ms. Grade prepared to cook a wild salmon, received from a local fisherman, in the Manka's kitchen in 2000. She and the chef Daniel DeLong used only food that she described as "within reach."




Descriptions on her daily menus were poetic. "Local king salmon on a throne of Bolinas shelling beans defended by a close cousin," said one. "Another sole saved from surrounding seas," said another.



Ms. McDormand recalled a dish called something like "a tiny raft of local sea urchin floating in a bay of creamy corn chowder," which her son devoured when he was 10, endearing him to the notoriously prickly Ms. Grade.



Ms. Grade spoke in a voice that seemed only slightly louder than a whisper, and she was private about her personal life, which appealed to celebrities; they knew she would respect their privacy, too. Robert Redford shared the dining room with a local child celebrating a birthday. Sean Penn made chocolate chip cookies in the kitchen. The chef 
Thomas Keller
 came for his birthday dinner.



But the real stars were the people who brought the raw products to the back door.



"If a duck farmer showed up and sold us sausage, that was akin to having King Charles in our establishment," 
Luc Chamberland
, who cooked at Manka's for seven years, told the newspaper 
The Point Reyes Light.




"If a duck farmer showed up and sold us sausage," one Manka's cook said, "that was akin to having King Charles in our establishment."




Ms. Grade indeed did have Charles in her establishment. In 2005, when he was still a prince, he and his wife, Camilla, traveled to the United States in part to feed his interest in organic farming. He visited the restaurateur Alice Waters at her Edible Schoolyard in Berkeley and then headed to Manka's.



"She made the most beautiful lunch in his honor," Ms. Waters, who attended the meal and whose Berkeley restaurant, Chez Panisse, served as a model for Ms. Grade's, said in an interview. "I thought, when I looked at the menu, 'Oh, my goodness, is he going to like this?'"



He did, including a dish Ms. Grade called "duck fit for a prince."



In addition to her brother Matthew, Ms. Grade is survived by her children, Coco and Django Grade-DeLong, and six other siblings, Johanna Perkins, Mary Katherine Grade Reynolds and Benjamin, Andrew, Charles and Jean Therese Grade. She lived in Inverness.



Early on Dec. 27, 2006, 
the inn, made of redwood, burned
 down after an oak tree fell and severed a propane line during a storm. The chef Elizabeth Falkner and the actors Jake and Maggie Gyllenhaal were asleep upstairs. Mr. Gyllenhaal joined the rush to salvage as much as possible from the burning building.




Ms. Grade and Mr. DeLong purchased Olema, a historic inn with a restaurant they named Sir and Star, and opened it in 2013. 




Zoning laws kept Ms. Grade from rebuilding. She and Mr. DeLong continued to operate cabins nearby and purchased other properties, including Olema, a historic inn with a restaurant they named Sir and Star, which opened to 
great reviews
 in 2013. But the couple never recaptured the magic of Manka's, and Olema has since closed.



"Her basic modus operandi was to be willing to make laws and rigid structures evaporate," her brother Matthew said.



That manifested once when Ms. Grade was trying to add high ceilings to a room she was remodeling. The county zoning administrator insisted that they could be only eight feet high, Jim Emmott, who worked on her building projects, told The Light. She pushed back.



"I don't know if you realize it, but I'm in the fantasy business," he recalled her telling the administrator. "I wonder how you would intend for me to fit fantasy under an eight-foot ceiling. Does Disney World have an eight-foot ceiling?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/17/dining/margaret-grade-dead.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Obituaries
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
        

      

      Pages A2-A3 and Corrections

      
        As the Basketball Games Begin, the N.C.A.A.'s Model Fractures
        This weekend, college basketball tournaments will unfurl before millions of viewers and against a backdrop of seismic change.

      

      
        Quotation of the Day: $700,000 Prize Awarded for Randomness Studies
        Quotation of the Day for Thursday, March 21, 2024.

      

      
        How to Support Someone Who Has Lost a Pet
        The death of an animal companion can be every bit as devastating as other types of loss.

      

      
        Corrections: March 21, 2024
        Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, March 21, 2024.

      

      
        
          	
            Obituaries
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Times Insider



As the Basketball Games Begin, the N.C.A.A.'s Model Fractures



This weekend, college basketball tournaments will unfurl before millions of viewers and against a backdrop of seismic change.




The Dartmouth men's basketball team voted to unionize on March 5.




By Terence McGinley


Mar 21, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



Billy Witz likes to point out that, in college sports, more has changed in the last five years than in the previous 50.



"When I started saying that, I used to think, 'Am I being hyperbolic?'" he said.



But Mr. Witz is not exaggerating: The amateur student-athlete model that drives the National Collegiate Athletic Association is unraveling. In 2021, a Supreme Court decision allowed college athletes to sign marketing deals, unleashing a flood of payments to players. Football and basketball stars who, a decade ago, might have chosen a school with plans to attend for three or four years now swap teams one season at a time. This month, an Ivy League basketball team voted to form a union after a federal official ruled that the players were employees of the school.



Mr. Witz, who has covered college sports for The New York Times since 2019, is busy staying on top of these developments. In an interview on the eve of the first round of the men's and women's March Madness basketball tournaments, two of the N.C.A.A.'s crown jewels, he put some of the dramatic changes in context and described the broad horizons of his beat. This conversation has been edited.



The Dartmouth men's basketball team voted to form a union after a National Labor Relations Board
 
official said the players were employees of the school. What are the implications of this?



This has never happened before. Nobody has gotten this far in making the case that college athletes are employees. Ten years ago, 
Northwestern football players got close
. The N.L.R.B. decided not to assert jurisdiction over that case. That could very well happen again.



It doesn't appear that this is going to be settled anytime soon. Dartmouth has indicated that they are willing to go to the mat for this. I was told by a Dartmouth official that the players' argument that they are employees cuts too far into an 
Ivy League belief
 that sports are not a job; they're something closer to an avocation. Some of the Dartmouth basketball players acknowledge that this may not be settled before they finish their college careers.



It's now common for elite student-athletes to transfer schools. Can you explain why?



If you turn on the TV this weekend, you'll see players in the men's and women's tournaments who are playing in their third N.C.A.A. tournament with their third school. There are two reasons behind all that movement, and they've created an environment that looks a lot like professional sports free agency, where players move because they're lured by a bigger financial payday. Coaches overhaul rosters each season.



One of those reasons is the transfer portal, which is in essence a clearinghouse. Players can enter their names in it if they're interested in changing schools, then coaches all over the country can see who's in and who they think they can get.



The other reason is name, image and likeness payments, which started three years ago. N.I.L. has allowed schools to pay athletes to come play sports for them.
 
That's gone on for decades. But in the past that had to be done under the table. Now, those payments are perfectly legal.



The way most of this money is delivered is not through the schools themselves, but 
through collectives
, which are a third party. Collectives operate like a political action committee. Donors pool their money to their team's collective and then, in concert with the coaches, they get a sense of what it's going to cost to get a starting point guard or a backup power forward. It really is like professional sports free agency, except there's no salary cap.



What's on your mind as March Madness basketball tournaments unfurl this weekend?



The tournaments only demonstrate that the athletes who are generating the money -- the core of this machine -- are not being compensated directly for their performance.



If you go back to Zion Williamson, who played one season for Duke in 2018 and 2019, he generated 
the type of attention
 that hadn't been seen for college basketball players since the early 2000s. A rock star following turned out to Duke games that year to watch him. Mike Krzyzewski, his coach, was making close to $7 million a year. 
But under the rules at the time
, which limited compensation to education-related benefits, it wasn't permissible for somebody from the school to buy Zion Williamson a cheeseburger. I think the N.C.A.A. tournament forces viewers to confront dynamics like this.




Unlike college basketball stars of earlier generations, Iowa's Caitlin Clark can earn money from name, image and likeness deals.




There's N.I.L. now, but you can see similar dynamics with 
Caitlin Clark
, the University of Iowa star. I'm sure she's doing very nicely through endorsements and national television commercials. But she's getting nothing directly from the proceeds of 
people watching Iowa play basketball
.



The topic of college sports is broad. Your recent article on Matt Lynch, a junior college coach, proves that. How do you approach your beat?



Regarding the story on Matt Lynch
, the openly gay coach at University of South Carolina Salkehatchie, it's not often that I'm writing about a junior college basketball program. But the story felt so compelling that I had to.



I look for stories that can explain to readers some of the things that are going on in college sports at a time of tremendous change. The entire model of college athletics is unique to the United States. Everywhere else, education and athletics are bifurcated. You go to school in the morning, and, in the afternoon, if you're a soccer player, you join the soccer club. Here in the United States, they are connected, which is really tremendous in a lot of ways. But now that athletics has become such a moneymaking enterprise, there are cracks in the model.
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Quotation of the Day: $700,000 Prize Awarded for Randomness Studies


Mar 21, 2024


"I would not have been more surprised if I saw the alien ship descend in front of the White House."



MICHEL TALAGRAND
, a French mathematician, on his being honored with the Abel Prize, the math equivalent of the Nobel, for advances in understanding randomness in the universe.
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How to Support Someone Who Has Lost a Pet



The death of an animal companion can be every bit as devastating as other types of loss.








By Catherine Pearson


Mar 01, 2024


On "The Daily Show" this week, the host Jon Stewart broke down as he announced the death of his beloved, three-legged brindle pit bull, 
Dipper
 -- a raw, touching segment that exemplified the deep grief many pet owners feel.



When an animal dies, owners lose companionship, affection and "just plain unconditional love -- and we don't find that in many places in our lives," said Sherry Cormier, a psychologist and author of "Sweet Sorrow: Finding Enduring Wholeness After Loss and Grief."



Our society tends to be "grief-phobic," Dr. Cormier said, and there is a sense that the feelings prompted by the loss of a pet are relatively low in the hierarchy of suffering, or that it's something that people should be able to cope with and move on from quickly. Dr. Cormier and other loss experts said that is not always true; and they shared ways to help a loved one through the loss of a pet.



Validate the owner's loss.



Pet loss can lead to disenfranchised grief, meaning it is not validated or acknowledged by the wider world, said Michelle Crossley, an associate professor at Rhode Island College and vice president of the Association for Pet Loss and Bereavement. Therefore, "a lot of individuals end up grieving in isolation because of fear of rejection from other people," she said, adding, "They worry that they won't understand or they'll minimize the loss."



Keep it simple when expressing your sympathies, Dr. Cormier said. She suggested something like: "I know your animal was such an important part of your life and family. I can see how much he meant to you and how much you're already missing him."



Pet grief is often complicated by feelings of guilt if your friend or loved one opted to put an animal down to minimize suffering, Dr. Cormier said. She has done so with two golden retrievers, but noted the circumstances were quite different. One lived a long, happy life; the other had to be put down unexpectedly because of an aggressive brain tumor.



Resist the urge to say "I know how you feel," she cautioned, even if your intention is simply to express empathy. "Everyone's grief is unique," she added.



Ask how you can help honor the pet.



Rituals are an important part of the grieving process, Dr. Crossley said, but they are sometimes overlooked when an animal dies. Perhaps your friend would welcome a memorial service, she suggested, or would like to make a memento box with photos and a few of his pet's favorite toys.



If your friend or loved one is experiencing anticipatory grief -- that is, she knows a pet is getting old or is likely to die soon -- you might ask whether you can help plan any "bucket list" activities that she would like to do with her pet. You could consider giving your friend a meaningful gift. For instance, Dr. Crossley has seen people turn a pet's water bowl into a planter. (She has a shelf where she keeps the ashes from the five dogs she has lost, along with their photos and paw prints, she noted.)



Keep in mind the physical component of your friend's loss. "People report really intense physical longing, oftentimes comparing it to what they imagine the loss of a limb feels like," said Judith Harbour, a veterinary social worker with the Schwarzman Animal Medical Center in New York City, who helps run pet loss support groups (which are another option for people experiencing acute grief after the passing of a pet). There is not an easy fix for that longing, she said, but sometimes an object to hold or cuddle with, like a blanket that belonged to the pet, can help.



Reminisce with your loved one.



The fact that people sometimes feel embarrassed to open up about how much they are missing their pet can contribute to feelings of loneliness and isolation, Dr. Cormier said. Simply encouraging them to share stories, photos or videos of their pet if they are up for it can help them feel less alone in their suffering, she said. And, if possible, listen more than you talk.



Be there for the long haul.



All of the experts noted the common misconception that pet-related grief doesn't last as long as other types of grief. But it is cyclical, Dr. Cormier said, and she urged people to check in with friends and loved ones not just days or weeks after a loss, but for months or even years after the fact.



Do not ask whether your friend or loved one intends to get another pet, Ms. Harbour said. She lamented that almost everyone she had counseled after the loss of a pet had been asked that question. Mourning takes time.



"Don't forget about them," Ms. Harbour said of grieving pet lovers. "Check in and give them time to chat about their pet with you. That is really meaningful, because people often feel that the world is turning and time is passing and no one remembers their animal."
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Corrections: March 21, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, March 21, 2024.


Mar 21, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about Republicans in Congress blocking aid to help stabilize Haiti amid unrest there misstated the position of Representative Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, Democrat of Florida. Ms. Cherfilus-McCormick has consistently backed the mission, she did not sign the letter by Democrats to the secretary of state urging a withdrawal of support for a military intervention there.



NATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a lawsuit over New York City's property tax system misstated the vote totals in the Court of Appeals decision. It was 4-3, not 5-4.



BUSINESS



An 
article
 on Tuesday about Volkswagen employees' third attempt at unionizing in Tennessee referred incorrectly to a provision for worker representation on Volkswagen's supervisory board, the equivalent of a board of directors. Under German law, half the seats are reserved for worker representatives, but they are not necessarily union members.



SPORTS



A picture caption with an article on Sunday about the former Mets pitcher Dwight Gooden misstated his record in 1985. He was 24-4, not 24-9.



WEATHER



A chart in the Weather Report on Saturday and Sunday showing reservoir levels for the New York City water supply misstated the previous day's levels. The reservoirs were filled to nearly 100 percent of capacity, not 10 percent.



ARTS



A television 
review
 on Wednesday about the "Masters of the Air" misstated who developed the show. John Orloff developed it, it was not created by Orloff and John Shiban.



An 
article
 on Tuesday about the shift in management on the reality television show "Below Deck" misquoted Fraser Olender, the chief stew of "Below Deck." He said, "I also feel like Kerry this season. ... Lee has a no B.S. attitude, which I love with him," not "I feel like Kerry this season, as opposed to Lee, has a no B.S. attitude, which I love with him."



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Tuesday about Thomas P. Stafford, an astronaut who commanded the American capsule that linked up with a Soviet spaceship in 1975, misstated the timing of the launch of an earlier NASA space mission, Gemini 7, in December 1965. It occurred 11 days before the launch of a companion mission, Gemini 6, which was piloted by Mr. Stafford, not "a few hours" before that launch. The obituary also misstated the names that were given to the lunar module and the space capsule on NASA's Apollo 10 mission in 1969. The capsule, drawing from the "Peanuts" cartoon strip, was called Charlie Brown, not Snoopy, and the lunar module, with Mr. Stafford and another astronaut aboard, was called Snoopy, not Charlie Brown.



An 
obituary
 on Monday about the Muslim scholar Marnia Lazreg referred incorrectly to Mostaganem, Algeria, where she was born. It is west of Algiers, not east.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/pageoneplus/corrections-march-21-2024.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

      Sports Thursday

      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        Joan Jonas: A Trailblazer Shines at MoMA
        A bounteous and playful survey of the 87-year-old  artist's career on the vanguard highway fills the museum and the Drawing Center.

      

      
        Sarah Shook & the Disarmers Took the Hard Path. The Music Kept Coming.
        After a tumultuous childhood in an ultraconservative family, River Shook finally heard country music at 23. It prompted a long journey of self-discovery.

      

      
        At Carnegie Hall, the New Pianists Are Young and Younger
        Jan Lisiecki, 28, is the elder statesman alongside Alexander Malofeev and Yunchan Lim in a trio of recent recital debuts at the hall.

      

      
        'Dear Layla': Letters for Sale From a Rock Music Love Triangle
        Eric Clapton's handwritten messages, being auctioned this week, shed light on how he wooed Pattie Boyd away from George Harrison and on the impassioned songs the affair inspired.

      

      
        'Dead Outlaw,' a Mummy Musical, Is So Strange It Can Only Be True
        The creators of "The Band's Visit" reunited to tell the story of an outlaw whose body toured carnivals for decades.

      

      
        Jewish Film Professionals Denounce Speech by 'Zone of Interest' Director
        An open letter condemned remarks critical of Israel that Jonathan Glazer made when he accepted an Oscar for the film, which is about the Holocaust.

      

      
        Review: A Loyal Wife's Work Is Never Done in 'Ibsen's Ghost'
        In Charles Busch's satire of Henrik Ibsen's plays, a widow faces a rather catty fight to save her husband's legacy.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Critic's Pick



Joan Jonas: A Trailblazer Shines at MoMA



A bounteous and playful survey of the artist's career on the vanguard highway fills the museum and the Drawing Center.








By Holland Cotter


Mar 20, 2024


I'm not a humanist, I'm a creaturist. Have been since childhood. The pyramidal view of the world that I grew up with -- Man as the crown of creation, with all other animals, four-legged, feathered and scaled, ranked and devalued downward -- has never made sense.



Hierarchies in art, with painting and sculpture enthroned at the top, don't make sense either. When it comes to form, I'm a pluralist verging on everything-ist. I find too much beauty in too many cultures to be anything else. All materials -- from marble, to sweetgrass, to pixels -- have equal potential. It's what's done with them -- physically, expressively, spiritually -- that counts.



No American artist better matches my existential and aesthetic proclivities than Joan Jonas, one of the great and still undersung creative figures of our time. A trailblazer in the realms of video, performance, conceptual and installation art, she arrived, more than 60 years ago, at a point on the vanguard highway where the feminist and the early environmentalist movements met, and she has kept moving forward since.




Joan Jonas's "Reanimation," a video-sculpture installation that mixes arctic landscapes, folk tales, music and hanging glass, at MoMA.




Any art season is bright that brings a consideration of her career, and this spring does, in two enchanting concurrent shows. The artist's long-overdue first New York retrospective, "Joan Jonas: Good Night Good Morning," fills the sixth floor of the Museum of Modern Art. And a bounteous survey of her work on paper, titled "Joan Jonas: Animal, Vegetable, Mineral," is at the Drawing Center in SoHo.



Born in New York City in 1936, Jonas trained as a sculptor, but time spent in the city's downtown avant-garde art world quickly expanded her ideas not only of what could be sculpture, but of what could be art. The options she spotted -- none of which the mainstream art world took seriously at the time -- included bodies in motion; images projected on screens; sounds that created moods and defined space; and arrangements of objects -- new and old, made and found -- that told stories.




Jonas in her studio with Sappho, New York, 1972. A drawing of Sappho was included in performances of "Organic Honey's Visual Telepathy," "Organic Honey's Vertical Roll" (both 1972) and at Leo Castelli Gallery, New York, 1973.




In the early 1960s, she began studying with the radical Judson Dance Theater choreographers Trisha Brown, Steve Paxton and Yvonne Rainer. She also paid close attention to the gender-scrambling work of the fringe theater magus Jack Smith, who created, from junk shop pickings, stage sets that were also sculptural environments.



She began performing herself, at first alone in her SoHo loft, then with fellow artists. She eventually bought a video camera, newish technology at the time, and started shooting. As she later said: "I didn't see a major difference between a poem, a sculpture, a film, or a dance." And in the MoMA show, which documents more than half a century of her art, she weaves all of these together.



Nature was in the work from the start. Several of the earliest filmed performances took place outdoors. In the 1968 video titled "Wind" that opens the show a handful of performers, under the artist's direction, pose and dance on a frigid, snow-covered Long Island beach. The real choreographer, though, is an incoming winter gale so strong it all but knocks them down. Only two figures in the film seem not to struggle. Mirrors attached to their clothing make them look half-transparent, as if the storm could blow, unresisted, through them.




Joan Jonas, "Wind" (1968), a 16-millimeter film in which performers, under the artist's direction, pose and dance on a frigid, snow-covered Long Island beach.





Jonas's "Mirror Piece I" (1969), in which performers held outward-facing mirrors, at Bard College.




Mirrors, reflecting and refracting reality, became a signature element of Jonas's early work. In a 1969 piece set on a tree-shaded lawn at Bard College, performers holding tall, outward-facing mirrors make the audience gathered on the grass and seen in shifting reflection, the real performers.



And in a 1972 video, "Left Side Right Side," Jonas turns a mirror on herself, abruptly and repeatedly changing its position, in the process doubling her image and dividing it. The suggestion is that self-reflection, physical and psychological, can be both an instrument of self-knowledge but also a source of confusion, the latter evident in her halting efforts to distinguish "left" from "right" when using her mirrored face as a point of reference.



Self-imaging was common practice in early feminist work. Apart from her inclusion in the 2007 survey "Wack! Art and the Feminist Revolution," Jonas is still seldom mentioned in this political context. But she should be, if for no other work than her 1970s solo performances, live and filmed, as an alter ego named Organic Honey, an "electronic erotic seductress" (Jonas's words) who is a charismatic but critical embodiment of female creativity and around whom Jonas composed a series of installations.




Jonas posing for an unrealized poster for a performance of "Organic Honey's Visual Telepathy" at LoGiudice Gallery, New York, 1972. In her early feminist works, wearing the doll's mask and feathers, among other props, she brought emblems of female identity to the foreground.




These walk-in assemblages encompassed prop-like objects (musical instruments, furniture, masks, rocks, Asian and African textiles), sonic elements (human howls, animal hums, percussive clapping, folk fiddling), videos, prerecorded and live, and at least one live performer, Jonas herself. The multimedia, multidisciplinary format became the model for her subsequent major works, versions of which make up much of the MoMA show, organized by Ana Janevski, a curator in the museum's department of media and performance, working with the curatorial assistants Lilia Rocio Taboada and Gee Wesley, and Jonas herself.



As is the case with most interesting art, the basic format was flexible, with plenty of give for rethinking and revising, for adding new things and carrying old ones over into developing versions. (Several installations at MoMA are serially dated, e.g. "1976/1994/2005.") Such malleability also solves a basic practical problem built into performance-centered art: How do you keep it vital when the original performer or performers have stepped away? At 87, Jonas now performs somewhat less regularly than she once did -- she'll be performing three times at MoMA, on March 26 and again in May -- but her installations, visually complex and textured, are dynamically personable on their own.



And over time, specific features gained emphasis. One was her use of storytelling. New York's '60s avant-garde rejected narrative as reactionary, romantic. But it was always there, submerged, in Jonas's art, and rose fully to the surface in the "The Juniper Tree" (1976) which comes at about midpoint in the MoMA show.




"The Juniper Tree" (1976/1994), a multimedia installation, suggests a stage set with its bannerlike 24 works on silk, a string of wooden balls, tools and other props.




With its suspended ranks of bannerlike red-and-white paintings and tools and toys for props the installation clearly suggests a stage set. And as the title indicates, the piece has a direct source in literature: a Grimm Brothers fairy tale, one in which birds and humans merge identities.



Animals of various kinds have been a constant presence in Jonas's art. Portraits of her pet dogs, life companions, recur from the 1970s onward. Of the 300 pieces in the first-ever and heart-liftingly beautiful survey of her works on paper at the Drawing Center almost all depict nonhuman beings -- dogs, rabbits, snakes, turtles, insects -- based on images seen by Jonas in books or in the wild. (For decades she has lived part of each year in rural Nova Scotia.)



And recent installations at the end of the MoMA show extend the creatural spectrum at the Drawing Center into the ocean and up into the air.



For some time now Jonas has been working with the marine biologist and environmentalist David Gruber, incorporating his gorgeous, cautionary films of deep-sea life into her art. Their latest collaboration, commissioned by MoMA, includes a video that plays inside one of Jonas's several "theater box" sculptures, funnel-shaped wooden containers designed for single-person viewing. It documents a rarely recorded event: the birth of a sperm whale, an endangered species, and the tender communal efforts of the entire whale herd to ensure the vulnerable newborn's survival in its first difficult hours in the world.



Hanging above this piece in the high-ceilinged gallery is another, more abstract image of collective life: a group of large paper and bamboo kites with shapes and colors that bring to mind the avian images in the Drawing Center show. "Soaring like birds," in Jonas's description, the kites were made, following folk traditions in Vietnam, and hand-painted by Jonas. They pick up the theme of natural vitality --- the movement of wind and breath --- that runs through the world, and the show, even in the face of a precarious planetary destiny.




Visitors watch "Moving Off the Land II," one of five videos playing inside Jonas's "theater box" sculptures.




In the avant-garde milieu from which Jonas emerged the word "spiritual" was not admissible, but Jonas, who has traveled globally and experienced art's many, many forms and uses, isn't afraid of it. In a 2014 interview with PAJ: A Journal of Performance and Art, she said: "One thing that has come with age is wanting to really think about spiritual matters and concentrate more on things of the spirit. In a way, that's very down to earth."



And down to earth is where her art has always been directed, to an earth in which all of us creatures have an equal stake.




The installation "By a Thread in the Wind" at MoMA, displays paper and bamboo kites hand-painted by Jonas. They were made following folk traditions in Vietnam.




Joan Jonas: Good Night Good Morning



Through July 6, Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, Manhattan, (212) 708-9400; 
moma.org
.



Joan Jonas: Animal, Vegetable. Mineral



Through June 2, The Drawing Center, 35 Wooster Street, Manhattan; (212) 219-2166, 
drawingcenter.org
.
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Sarah Shook & the Disarmers Took the Hard Path. The Music Kept Coming.



After a tumultuous childhood in an ultraconservative family, River Shook finally heard country music at 23. It prompted a long journey of self-discovery.




During the last 20 years, River Shook has slowly discovered who they are -- a nonbinary, atheist, vegan single parent using incisive and honest country songs to unpack past baggage.




By Grayson Haver Currin


Mar 20, 2024


River Shook
 warned their father: If the family left western New York for North Carolina, something awful would happen.



Living at home at 19, Shook was the introverted middle child who had relocated to so many new towns, they'd given up on making friends. Their parents, Robert and Rita, had led rough and wild early lives, Robert playing lead guitar in lascivious bands and Rita escaping an abusive first marriage and descending into hard drugs. The couple met through church, married and vowed to shelter their kids -- home-schooled and raised on classical and Christian music, with boys, booze and bad behaviors verboten. Whenever God told Robert to move, everyone obeyed.



This, though, was different. At 9, Shook realized they were bisexual and began questioning the family faith. They hid both from their parents, living a Janus-like life of two faces for a decade. But Shook had found confidants at the Wegmans where they worked, friends who supplied secret mix CDs featuring the Gorillaz and Elliott Smith. They were interning at a local dance studio, teaching yoga to kids and unsteadily emerging from a miasma of childhood depression. And then, in 2005, the family headed South.



"I went from 0 to 100, from having been kissed once to having sex to having a threesome the next night," the singer and guitarist said during a series of video interviews in early February, grinning wryly from the porch of their rural North Carolina home. (Yes, they stayed.) "And 
then
 I married a guy I met on Myspace three weeks later and got pregnant two months later. Upending everything my parents held dear was an act of self-preservation, because their belief system taught me I could not be myself."



During the last 20 years, Shook, now 38, has slowly discovered who they are -- a nonbinary, atheist, vegan single parent using incisive and honest country songs to unpack past baggage. The process has been arduous, even life-threatening. When their band, 
Sarah Shook & the Disarmers
, played 150 shows a year, they would drink until they blacked out almost every night. But in July 2019, following a Canadian bacchanalia, Shook accepted their own ultimatum: Sober up or die trying.



That epiphany led to therapy, daily walks in the woods, a new name, and, ultimately, the Disarmers' new album, 
"Revelations,"
 due March 29. A stirring country-rock record that two-steps between 
Waxahatchee
's incisive beauties and Tom Petty's winking classics, "Revelations" is the work of a songwriter relishing newfound clarity and confidence.



"A big part of drinking for me was trying to get away from myself, not understanding my sensory disorders," said Shook, who was diagnosed with ADHD and borderline autism spectrum disorder in 2020. But now, "writing songs makes me feel close to the person I was trying to get away from for a long time."




"I had a lot of anxiety about getting better -- 'Am I ever going to be able to write a song again?'" Shook said. "I had to remember how to get back to that place."




When Shook was born, the doctor told Rita they were the angriest baby he'd ever seen. Mellowing into a self-described tomboy, Shook brought home frogs and was so obsessed with novels, they built a snow cave where they could read in silence. As a teenager, Shook began exploring psychology and philosophy and getting curious about how music 
not
 about Jesus sounded. Rita and Robert tightened their grip; Shook's depression deepened, and they began cutting themselves. Their parents sent Shook to church for guitar lessons, which didn't take. "I did not know what it was River needed," Rita said. "They did not like being told no."



The subsequent move to North Carolina represented the ultimate no. The night before the family left, Shook had their first beer, cigarette and kiss. A year later, at 21, they gave birth to Jonah. The acrimonious marriage soon ended, leaving Shook broke and broken.



But it also led, in 2008, to a romance with an upright bassist who played Johnny Cash; it was the first time Shook, then 23, had knowingly heard country. They learned "Long Black Veil" and sensed a kinship. "I had been writing songs that felt like that already," Shook remembered, "but I didn't know what that meant."



New songs kept coming. And during the next decade, as Shook and the Disarmers grew from local standouts to a band signed to alt-country standbys Bloodshot, hard drinking and tunes about hard times remained a potent tandem.



Back home, Shook did what they'd always done -- put on a different face, a different personality in order to be a stable parent. Still, Jonah could see the damage that the lifestyle of a hardscrabble singer was inflicting. "One of my first memories was my mom getting sick from smoking, bronchitis or something. I was 3," Jonah, 17, said in an interview. "I knew these habits weren't going to change overnight, but I was one of the biggest advocates for their sobriety."



When sobriety finally stuck after several attempts, it also ushered in profound changes for Shook's songwriting. In the past, barbed songs had given Shook perspective on their own life, but on "Revelations," the vantage widens. Above electric guitars that smolder with regret, "Jane Doe" shares the story of a woman who ran from domestic abuse directly into homelessness. Loaded with images of the South in springtime, the bouncing country-soul cut "Dogbane" wishes that worries about apocalypse might obviate hierarchies.



New self-confidence radiates from "Revelations," too, as if Shook liked the person they found after the final bottle. "I had a lot of anxiety about getting better -- 'Am I ever going to be able to write a song again?'" they said. "I had to remember how to get back to that place."



Shook is finding balance in many areas of life. After not letting her kids hear rock or country, Rita said one of her dreams is to join the Disarmers onstage for a harmonica solo. (If she learns, Shook said, deal.) Shook and Jonah admire each other; Shook is delighted that he wants to be a musician.



And after a series of busted relationships with bandmates, Shook lives with 
Blake Tallent
, a Nashville producer who joined the Disarmers in June 2022. (Shook proposed they go steady with matching necklaces and a Daniel Johnston cover.) "If I hadn't done all this work on myself, I wouldn't have been ready for a relationship," Shook said. "This has a backbone."



Late in 2020, after months of therapy and coming out as nonbinary, Shook realized they wanted to be called River, a word that seemed to reflect a life of movement and perseverance. "Everything came into focus," they said, beaming beneath a black hoodie. "It was the most liberating thing that has ever happened to me, knowing who I am."



Having seen several friends struggle with streams and sales after swapping band names, Shook decided to stick with Sarah Shook & the Disarmers, at least for "Nightroamer" from 2022 and "Revelations." But a change seems imminent -- perhaps River Shook & the Disarmers, maybe something entirely different. When the old name finally goes, it will represent a long-awaited synthesis for Shook. Two sides of their life will become one.



"I'm not hard on myself about all those years, because I lived it, doing the best I could," Shook said, sighing. "They helped me get to where I needed to get, to hit rock bottom and say, 'This is not where I want to go.'"
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Critic's Notebook



At Carnegie Hall, the New Pianists Are Young and Younger



Jan Lisiecki, 28, is the elder statesman alongside Alexander Malofeev and Yunchan Lim in a trio of recent recital debuts at the hall.




The pianist Jan Lisiecki in his Carnegie Hall recital debut on March 13.




By Zachary Woolfe


Mar 20, 2024


At 28, Jan Lisiecki can certainly be called a young musician. But of the pianists making recital debuts at Carnegie Hall recently, he's something of an elder statesman.



Last month, Yunchan Lim
, then still in his teens, confidently pressed through the challenges of Chopin's etudes. And on Tuesday, Alexander Malofeev, 22, was an unruffled guide through the richness of Russian late Romanticism and its afterglow.



Both Lim and Malofeev were appearing at Carnegie for the first time, but Lisiecki has been an occasional presence 
with orchestras
 there 
since 2016
. While the main hall's scale can be daunting for a solo recitalist, with almost 3,000 people watching, on March 13 he seemed calmly at home from the start.



The second half of Lisiecki's program was given over to Chopin's 24 Preludes (Op. 28), while before intermission came an assortment of other short pieces in that genre: a kind of prelude made of preludes. This was a canny mixture of chestnuts and rarities. Lisiecki combined the easily recognizable likes of Bach's Prelude in C (the opening of "The Well-Tempered Clavier") and Rachmaninoff's in C sharp minor (Op. 3, No. 2) with much less common selections from sets of preludes by Szymanowski, Messiaen and Gorecki.



Lisiecki plays with gentle judiciousness, aristocratic reserve and a touch that tends shadowy without losing a core of clarity. He clearly relishes soft playing, with sensitive effects of distant bells and moonlit drizzles in Messiaen's "La Colombe" and "Le Nombre Leger," and a murmured sotto voce in Chopin's Op. 28, No. 15.



His recordings of Chopin's 
etudes
 and 
nocturnes
 offer lovely, generally introverted, smoothed, even sleepy takes on those works. But 
in an interview
 when the nocturnes were released, Lisiecki said that the album's slow tempos wouldn't work in concert.



And in person, he came across as a livelier musician than he does on record, gunning the vivace that Chopin indicates for the third Op. 28 Prelude into something closer to vivacissimo, and gamely rising to the pounding storms of Gorecki and Rachmaninoff.



But it is in poetic wistfulness that Lisiecki shines. The highlight of the program was Chopin's Prelude in C sharp minor (Op. 45), written a few years after the Op. 28 set and here refined and eloquent, with Lisiecki's rubato giving the pulse an understated ebb and flow, for a portrait of quiet, lonely searching.




Alexander Malofeev made his Carnegie debut at Zankel Hall on Tuesday.




Unlike Lisiecki and Lim, Malofeev played in Carnegie's smaller Zankel Hall. This was a smart way to introduce him to a New York audience, especially since he doesn't yet have the backing of a major record label. (Those other pianists are both Decca artists.)



Born in Moscow and based in Berlin, Malofeev 
came to prominence
 for 
not
 performing. Just after the Russian invasion of Ukraine two years ago, a presenter in Vancouver canceled his appearance, and the Montreal Symphony Orchestra followed suit, even after Malofeev -- who lacked any ties to the conflict to begin with -- had released a statement calling the invasion a "terrible and bloody decision."



His career doesn't seem to have been derailed by the episode -- happily, since he is an admirable artist. Like Lisiecki, he offered a mix of the familiar and not. Alongside Rachmaninoff favorites in the second half of his concert, he included works that had never been played at Carnegie: Scriabin's Two Impromptus (Op. 12) and Medtner's "Sonata-Reminiscenza" in A minor.



The opening of a cycle called "Forgotten Melodies," the Medtner was a treat, a fantasia on nostalgia in which a memory of childlike songfulness is passed through 14 minutes of varied colors and textures. In other hands, the piece might have expanded to more grandeur, but Malofeev kept it beautifully intimate.



The textures were more roiled than rich in the first piece on the program, Samuil Feinberg's transcription of Bach's Organ Concerto in A minor (BWV 593). But Malofeev's Scriabin -- those impromptus, as well as the Prelude and Nocturne for the Left Hand (Op. 9) -- was relaxed and suave.



He excels in Rachmaninoff, with considerable power yet a light, even witty touch. The Sonata No. 2 in B flat minor (in its revised, condensed version) was flexible but didn't lose a sense of structure and intention. The faintest pinprick of a high note near the end of the first movement; the subtle gracefulness of a late melody in the second; the balance of sternness and glitter in the finale -- all was impressively assured.



He and Lisiecki both played Rachmaninoff's Op. 3, No. 2 prelude, but were intriguingly distinct in it. Lisiecki made the piece gravely granitic, while Malofeev rendered it more offhand and dreamlike.



In a good way, though, these two pianists are more alike than different, both with a style that's fundamentally calm and modest, never showy even at their most virtuosic.
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'Dear Layla': Letters for Sale From a Rock Music Love Triangle



Eric Clapton's handwritten messages, being auctioned this week, shed light on how he wooed Pattie Boyd away from George Harrison and on the impassioned songs the affair inspired.




From left, photographs of George Harrison, Pattie Boyd, and Eric Clapton from the late 1960s.




By Alex Marshall


Mar 20, 2024


One spring morning in 1970, the model Pattie Boyd was having breakfast at her ramshackle mansion in the English countryside when she received a letter marked "Urgent."



Inside the envelope was a short, lovesick note. "Dearest L," the letter began, adding later, "It seems like an eternity since I last saw or spoke to you!" As Boyd read on, the note took on a desperate tone: "If there is still a feeling in your heart for me ... you must let me know!"



"Don't telephone," the emotional scribe added. "Send a letter ... that is much safer."



The author signed off with a mysterious "E."




Boyd is selling a letter she received from Clapton in spring 1970 while she was married to Harrison.




In a recent interview, Boyd recalled that she had assumed the letter was from a crazed fan and showed it to her husband, the Beatles guitarist 
George Harrison
. Then she forgot about it -- until a few hours later when the phone rang. It was Eric Clapton, the rock guitarist and one of Harrison's friends.



"Did you get my letter?" Clapton asked.



More than 50 years after Clapton's missive drew Boyd into one of rock music's most mythic love triangles, the note is getting a moment in the spotlight. On Friday, Christie's 
is auctioning over 110 items
 from Boyd's archives, including 
the letter
 (with an estimated price of up to 15,000 pounds, or about $19,000), as well as photographs of Clapton and Harrison and 
handwritten song lyrics
 by both the rock greats.



Boyd said she was parting with the intimate correspondence because she had moved on from that part of her life. "Eric wrote the most divine, beautiful letters, and I don't want to keep reading them," Boyd said. "It hurts."



After receiving Clapton's phone call, Boyd said that she didn't know whether to feel "joyous or guilty" for having caught his attention. Frustrated in her marriage -- with Harrison increasingly preoccupied by the Beatles' breakup -- Boyd said she couldn't choose between the two men. "My astrological sign is Pisces, which is fishes swimming in different directions," Boyd said. "Making up my mind on these major decisions is always hell."




Boyd and Harrison in Esher, England, in 1968. The Christie's auction includes several photographs from Boyd's life.




Clapton pursued Boyd further, in person, letter and song. Boyd recalled that he invited her to a London apartment where he played her a song he had written about a man obsessed with a woman who keeps refusing his advances. It was 
"Layla,"
 which became one of the great love songs of the 1970s.



"I just knew -- knew, knew! -- it was about me," Boyd recalled of the moment she first heard "Layla."



"I went hot and cold because it was beautiful, so intense and amazing," she said. "At the same time, the old Pisces in me thought, 'Oh, my God, if George hears this he's going to realize it's about me.'" (The Christie's sale 
includes a painting
 used as the cover art for Derek and the Dominos' 1970 album "Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs.")




The original cover art ("La Jeune Fille au Bouquet" by Emile Theodore Frandsen de Schomberg) for the album "Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs."




Clapton declined an interview request for this article, but in 
a 2007 interview with The New York Times
, he said that, although he was infatuated with Boyd, "Layla" wasn't a documentary. "Creating a song is just putting a stamp on a feeling," he said.



Boyd described her relationship with Clapton as "a fling" but said that she felt "morally bound to remain a married woman." Her mother had divorced twice, she added. "I saw how destructive it was for her, and so I didn't want to repeat history."



Soon after the two became involved, Clapton disappeared into heroin addiction. But he wrote again to Boyd in 1971, when he sent her a letter written on a page torn from John Steinbeck's novel "Of Mice and Men."



"I am at the end of my mind," he wrote in neat cursive. "If you don't want me, please break the spell that binds me."



"To cage a wild animal is a sin," Clapton wrote, "to tame him is divine."



That letter is 
also in the Christie's sale
, with an estimated price around $19,000.




Boyd is also selling a letter that Clapton wrote in 1971 on a page torn from John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men."




Among other correspondence in the auction is 
a 1971 letter
 that Harrison sent Boyd from New York, where the Beatle had several business meetings and ate "many" grilled cheese sandwiches, he wrote. Boyd said Harrison always told her he loved her in letters and postcards, but he often focused on the irritations of life on the road. They were "proper letters," Boyd said, "whereas Eric's had nothing to with the day, or what he was doing in the studio. He was just intense."



Harrison was aware of his friend's feelings for Boyd. In her memoir, "Wonderful Tonight," Boyd recalls a party at which Clapton said to Harrison, "I have to tell you, man, that I'm in love with your wife." Yet the men never came to blows. For musicians, Boyd said, "rivalry is played out via a guitar."



Eventually, Boyd succumbed to Clapton's charm. In July 1974, she left Harrison. A week later, Clapton called and asked her to join him on tour, a call that led to a 10-year marriage and another classic song. In 1976, Clapton wrote "
Wonderful Tonight
" while waiting for Boyd to choose a party outfit.



"When I finally made my decision and came downstairs, I expected Eric to be pissed off with me for taking so long," Boyd said. "Instead he said, 'Listen to what I've written.'"




An undated photo of Boyd and Clapton at a party at the Cherokee Studios in Hollywood.




In an era when many artists write their lyrics, let alone their love letters, on smartphones, Adrian Hume-Sayer, the director of specialist sales at Christie's, said that he expected there to be fewer sales of such intimate correspondence. It was also rare for a love triangle to "be at the center of such creativity," he said.



Boyd also seemed aware of how much times had changed. "There was more romance years ago," she said.



"I'm sure people do romantic things now," she added, "but I can't imagine what they are. If you know, please tell me."
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'Dead Outlaw,' a Mummy Musical, Is So Strange It Can Only Be True



The creators of "The Band's Visit" reunited to tell the story of an outlaw whose body toured carnivals for decades.




Andrew Durand, as the corpse of the turn-of-the-20th-century outlaw Elmer McCurdy, in the Audible production of the musical "Dead Outlaw" at the Minetta Lane Theater.




By Sarah Bahr


Mar 20, 2024


When the composer David Yazbek approached his "Band's Visit" collaborator David Cromer in 2019 about directing "Dead Outlaw," a high-energy song cycle that he was developing into a musical, Cromer wasn't sure he was the right fit.



"One of the first things he said was 'I don't tend to go out just to hear music; I want more than that,'" said Yazbek, who envisioned a show with an onstage band, interstitial narration and a minimal set. "'And so maybe I'm the wrong person for this.'"



"No, no, no," Yazbek reassured him. "That makes you the right person. We've already got the rock-band-sounding-great part nailed down."



Unlike "
The Band's Visit
," the gently comic, Tony Award-winning tale about an Egyptian band stranded in an Israeli town that takes place over a single night, "Dead Outlaw" is a rollicking thrill ride about a bumbling turn-of-the-20th-century outlaw whose body becomes a traveling, decades-long sideshow exhibited across the country.



It also happens to be true.



"It's what I've been calling documentary musical theater," Itamar Moses, who wrote the books for "The Band's Visit" and "Dead Outlaw," said over dinner in Greenwich Village with Yazbek, Cromer and Erik Della Penna, who wrote the music and lyrics for "Dead Outlaw" with Yazbek.



The rockabilly musical, which is scheduled to run through April 14 at Audible's Minetta Lane Theater in Greenwich Village, tracks the ineffectual, booze-filled career and subsequent death, in a 1911 shootout, of Elmer McCurdy, whose involuntary second act has inspired 
books
, 
plays
 and 
a BBC documentary
.




Elmer McCurdy, who died in a shootout in 1911, is the subject of the true-crime musical "Dead Outlaw."




Yazbek, who conceived of the musical, first heard the tale three decades ago from a college friend whose mother had told him the story of when Elmer's arsenic-preserved body -- painted bright red and dangling from a noose -- 
was discovered inside a Southern California amusement park ride
 in 1976.



The corpse had been presumed to be a mannequin -- until the TV series "The Six Million Dollar Man" came to shoot an episode at the ride, and a crew member discovered otherwise.



"This is a man!" the freaked-out Teamster exclaims in "
Dead Outlaw
."



"I said, 'I've got to do something with this,'" said Yazbek, who pored over newspaper articles about Elmer on microfiche at the New York Public Library's Bryant Park branch. "But I could never find a way in."



In 2017, he and Della Penna, a longtime friend, began working on a country-, rock- and bluegrass-inflected song cycle, recording demos of numbers including "Dead," the foot-stomping tune that introduces Elmer's life of crime; "Normal," about Elmer's desire to leave his grudges in the past and settle down with a local girl; and "Leave Me Be," Elmer's last words as he lies dying after being shot.



They enlisted Moses to write the book, which Yazbek said was initially a few lines of narration between numbers -- just enough, he added, to transport people from setting to setting.



In September 2021, accompanied by three other musicians, he and Della Penna performed the musical-in-progress at the Midtown cabaret space 54 Below, with Yazbek reading Moses's narrative additions.



That's where the project caught the attention of Kate Navin, who was then the head of the audio entertainment company Audible's theater division. Audible had produced and recorded more than 75 shows at the Minetta Lane Theater since 2018 -- including Billy Crudup in 
David Cale's one-man thriller "Harry Clarke"
 and Carey Mulligan in 
Dennis Kelly's solo drama "Girls & Boys"
 -- but had never presented a musical.




For the show's concert-style storytelling, eight actors (including Durand, center) conjure several dozen characters on a minimal set that makes the five-member band the focal point onstage.




"True crime is a genre that's incredibly popular in the audio industry," Navin, who now leads Audible's creative development in North America, said in a phone conversation. "And the narration is why this musical works so well in audio. It seemed like the perfect fit."



She commissioned the team to finish writing the show, and, in April 2022, Yazbek and Della Penna traveled to Guthrie, Okla., where Elmer is buried.



There, they interviewed a historian who had helped piece together the facts of Elmer's story, saw the gun that killed Elmer at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum, and visited his hillside grave. They also drove to the nearby city of Pawhuska, where Elmer's body was initially displayed at a funeral home.



Last summer, with the research completed, Audible committed to producing "Dead Outlaw" for the stage -- and Cromer signed on to direct.



"One of the first images we had was people sitting around a campfire," Moses said of their vision for the show. "And we wanted to preserve that."



Cromer also aimed for a minimalist production.



"The challenge became how little we could flesh it out," he said of the staged concert-style storytelling, in which eight actors conjure several dozen characters amid simple props -- a table, a mummy -- and occasionally climb atop a large plywood unit on casters. The five-member band always remains the focal point onstage.



Of course, for an audio musical, they would need to paint a whole Western landscape aurally, which meant giving the audience some additional cues, Navin said.



"It was thinking about: Is there information the audience needs to know that normally they saw?" said Navin, adding that she and the creators tweaked the script in preparation for this month's recording of the show in the studio. "Do you need to say somebody's name again so you know who's just come into the house?"



For Moses, the audio musical format was crucial to cracking a script he had been struggling with. Instead of first writing a script for the staged version and then retrofitting it for audio, he decided to write a single script: The version for a show someone would only listen to.



"It turns out to pretty much work that way," he said, "except you need a little less of the explanation."



That's not to say the stage musical is a carbon copy of the audio production. Theatergoers are treated to the sight of a tender dance between Elmer (Andrew Durand) and the spunky Maggie (Julia Knitel); Durand's unnerving turn as Elmer's corpse, propped upright in a coffin, blinking exactly never; and a macabre foam and papier-mache prop mummy laid out on a coroner's table.



One strength of the narration-heavy format, though, is that the audience can absorb the full force of each shocking detail, Moses said. "This seems the time to remind you that this story is true," the bandleader, Jeb Brown, tells the audience during one particularly outlandish sequence.



And he's right -- mostly.



While a number of elements of Elmer's life were compressed and conflated for the stage -- Elmer actually committed robberies with two different gangs, versus the single one in "Dead Outlaw," for instance -- all the major beats of the story are true.



"There's not a lot of invention," Moses said.



The most difficult challenge, he said, was perhaps the tone: striking the right balance between comedy, tragedy and a reminder that, eventually, death comes for us all.



"The story is macabre, and you sort of need people laughing to get through it," he said. "But you also don't want to let them completely off the hook from contending with the show's darker themes." 



In her review for The New York Times, Laura Collins-Hughes commended the musical for striking that balance: "If it forgot Elmer's humanity -- and it never does -- it would lose its soul."



"It's a fun, interesting mirror of what those sideshows are doing," Moses added. "You draw people in, you entertain them, but then you give them access to thinking about something deeper and more troubling."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/theater/dead-outlaw-audible.html
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Jewish Film Professionals Denounce Speech by 'Zone of Interest' Director



An open letter condemned remarks critical of Israel that Jonathan Glazer made when he accepted an Oscar for the film, which is about the Holocaust.




Jonathan Glazer reading remarks about Israel and Gaza at the Academy Awards as he accepted the Oscar for international feature.




By Marc Tracy


Mar 19, 2024


Hundreds of Jewish actors, producers and others in the film industry have signed a letter condemning remarks critical of Israel that the director Jonathan Glazer made when he accepted an Oscar for his film about the Holocaust, "The Zone of Interest."



Described as a "statement from Jewish Hollywood professionals," the 
letter
 was signed by the actors Debra Messing and Julianna Margulies; the producers Lawrence Bender and Amy Pascal; and the writer and showrunner Amy Sherman-Palladino, according to Variety, which first reported on it on Monday evening.



The signatories were confirmed Tuesday by Allison Josephs, an activist who has 
promoted
 Jewish representation in films and television and who helped with outreach for the letter. She said that by Tuesday morning it had nearly a thousand signatures.



The letter criticized a speech Glazer made when he accepted the Oscar for international feature at the Academy Awards earlier this month for "The Zone of Interest," which follows the Nazi commandant who runs Auschwitz and his family as they lead quiet domestic lives just beyond the walls of the camp.



"All our choices were made to reflect and confront us in the present," Glazer, who is Jewish, said as he accepted the Oscar. "Not to say 'Look what they did then,' rather, 'Look what we do now.' Our film shows where dehumanization leads, at its worst."



"Right now we stand here as men who refute their Jewishness and the Holocaust being hijacked by an occupation which has led to conflict for so many innocent people," he said. "Whether the victims of October the 7th in Israel or the ongoing attack on Gaza, all the victims of this dehumanization, how do we resist?"



The 
letter
 condemning his speech said: "We refute our Jewishness being hijacked for the purpose of drawing a moral equivalence between a Nazi regime that sought to exterminate a race of people, and an Israeli nation that seeks to avert its own extermination."



It continued: "Israel is not targeting civilians. It is targeting Hamas. The moment Hamas releases the hostages and surrenders, is the moment this heartbreaking war ends."



It accused Glazer's speech of lending "credence to the modern blood libel that fuels a growing anti-Jewish hatred around the world, in the United States, and in Hollywood."



Glazer's remarks, a rare mention of the conflict at an awards show, drew applause at the ceremony and then criticism. Some early reports appeared to misquote Glazer in a way that made it look as though he were refuting his Jewishness, rather than refuting what he characterized as his Jewishness's being "hijacked by an occupation."



The term "occupation" is often used to describe Israel's control of the West Bank and its blockade of Gaza. Monday's open letter seemed to suggest that Glazer had described all of Israel as an occupation; it said that the "use of words like 'occupation' to describe an indigenous Jewish people defending a homeland that dates back thousands of years, and has been recognized as a state by the United Nations, distorts history."



Representatives for Glazer did not respond to a request for comment.



"The Zone of Interest," featuring Sandra Huller and Christian Friedel, was nominated for five Oscars, including best picture. It was the first film ever submitted by the United Kingdom to win the international feature award.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/19/movies/jonathan-glazer-open-letter.html
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Review: A Loyal Wife's Work Is Never Done in 'Ibsen's Ghost'



In Charles Busch's satire of Henrik Ibsen's plays, a widow faces a rather catty fight to save her husband's legacy.




Charles Busch, right, as Henrik Ibsen's wife, Suzannah, with Thomas Gibson, in "Ibsen's Ghost" at 59E59 Theaters in Manhattan.




By Juan A. Ramirez


Mar 20, 2024


Like "Oh, Mary!," 
Cole Escola's hysterical take
 on Mary Todd Lincoln, Charles Busch's "Ibsen's Ghost" follows a notable woman of yore -- Suzannah Ibsen, the wife of the Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen -- whose corseted unknowability is mined for mischief. Subtitled "An Irresponsible Biographical Fantasy," this Primary Stages production, in association with George Street Playhouse, at 59E59 Theaters takes what few details are known about Suzannah, a driving force in the playwright's productivity, and turns her into a campy diva.



The show opens with a widowed Suzannah, saucily played by Busch, mourning the loss of a "conjugal partner of inexhaustible pyrotechnics." She soon learns how inexhaustible he really was: Hanna (Jennifer Van Dyck), one of Ibsen's many apparent lovers, emerges and announces her intention to print her scandalous diaries.



Let the catty turmoil commence.



An affair is one thing, but Suzannah can't abide Hanna's claim that she -- not Suzannah -- inspired Ibsen's feminist icon, Nora Helmer, in "A Doll's House." Hanna's plan also interferes with Suzannah's attempt to publish 50 years worth of the couple's personal letters. But, in another blow, Ibsen's publisher (Christopher Borg) finds their domestic contents too boring to print.



Busch, a master of clutching pearls and fluttering eyelashes, has great fun playing varying states of dismay. Manic, glitch-like tics betray his Suzannah's matronly composition, and she shocks herself with her indignity. As Hanna's crusade moves forward, Suzannah becomes even haughtier, hurling vintage insults ("You brazen jezebel!") across Shoko Kambara's tasteful, turn-of-the-century drawing room set.



Ibsen's dramas, heavy on ruinous secrets his characters try to conceal, turn out to be perfect for Busch to cherry-pick in sketching this show. There's a little bit of "Ghosts," with the appearance of an illegitimate child (Thomas Gibson) and a bawdy, scene-stealing maid (Jen Cody) whose spinal disorder causes her to walk with
 
a ridiculous pelvic thrust.



Even Ibsen's lesser known "Little Eyolf" receives some love
 
when Borg returns as another character, a mysterious figure known as the Rat Wife. Pulling from Suzannah's actual biography, Busch turns her stepmother (Judy Kaye, beautifully at home with Busch's affected dialogue) into a vamp, a calculating governess who puts the moves on Suzannah's father. And between the maid's almost Transylvanian accent, Hanna's British lilt and the publisher's Swedish Chef garbles, a treasure trove of tonal absurdity fills the air.



But Busch's knack for genre is a double-edged sword. Adhering to the specifics of old Hollywood is this drag legend's bread and butter, as exhibited in his 
2020 melodrama
, "The Confession of Lily Dare." But here, Busch sticks too closely to his source material, often leaving us with the feeling we're watching an Ibsen pastiche with only a slightly farcical twist.



Carl Andress's jaunty direction powers through the show's slower patches, especially when the play's scheming women go for one another's throats. Ken Billington's lighting is a marvel of silent film 
iris shots
, catching the whiteness of Suzannah's face and wig (Bobbie Zlotnik is credited with hair, wig and makeup design) as each scene draws to a cliffhanger close. And the sumptuous period costumes are by Gregory Gale.



As more of Ibsen's failings come to light, this reliably silly romp inches toward commenting on the hidden women on whom great men build their careers. It's a nice contemporary touch, though not as trenchant as Busch's usual assertions on the extravagances of American storytelling.



Ibsen's Ghost
Through April 14 at 59E59 Theaters, Manhattan; 
primarystages.com
. Running time: 2 hours.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/theater/ibsens-ghosts-review-charles-busch.html
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How to Win Friends and Hustle People



Ashwin Deshmukh built a reputation as a nightlife impresario by burning close friends, new acquaintances, big corporations, local bars and even his subletter.








By Joseph Bernstein


Mar 14, 2024


Sometimes, you meet someone in New York who gives you a good feeling and a bad feeling at the same time. Maybe you're introduced at a bar, through a friend of a friend. This person is charming and full of ideas, ideas that resonate with you. He seems to know everyone you know, and some other people you follow only on social media. You like him, even though you wonder whether he's for real. He has a story about the city and his place in it, a story in which he may invite you to play a role. This is tempting. You get the sense that he has a momentum unlike other people's, toward a destination that could be glamorous -- or maybe catastrophic.



One such person is Ashwin Deshmukh, the 38-year-old managing partner of Superiority Burger, one of the most acclaimed restaurants in New York.



Since reopening last April, the high-low vegetarian diner in the East Village has garnered a three-star 
review
 from The New York Times, a James Beard Award nomination, and the title, bestowed by GQ magazine, of "Buzziest Restaurant in America." That it took over the space once occupied by the venerable Odessa Restaurant, saving the neighborhood from yet another Duane Reade or Capital One, has made it only more beloved.



But June Kwan, the owner of the East Village Sichuan restaurant Spicy Moon, does not love Superiority Burger -- or at least, the people behind the restaurant. In February, she sued them twice. The first suit asserts that since 2021, when Ms. Kwan invested a quarter of a million dollars in Superiority Burger through Mr. Deshmukh, the business has gone dark, refusing to send her proof of her equity, and eventually ignoring her altogether. The second suit alleges that in 2022, Ms. Kwan lent $200,000 to Mr. Deshmukh, and that he hasn't repaid a penny.



Text messages attached to the suits capture the breakdown of Mr. Deshmukh's relationship with Ms. Kwan, a Taiwanese immigrant who started her business in middle age. Ahead of Ms. Kwan's initial investment, Mr. Deshmukh wrote to her that "I am so confident in this and our friendship that I am happy to personally guarantee your investment on a five-year basis."



In October 2022, after a month of asking Mr. Deshmukh to repay the loan in increasingly desperate terms, Ms. Kwan wrote: "I have supported you with my full heart, but now you don't pay me back the money and don't update what happened to sb when I'm a shareholder. I don't sleep well because of this."



Later that month, she wrote again: "Ash, give me some answer please. Where in the world are you?" And again, a few days later: "Where are you? Ash... where are you?"




The scene outside Superiority Burger, the acclaimed East Village vegetarian restaurant where Mr. Deshmukh is managing partner.




Had Ms. Kwan gone looking for him, the businessman and promoter was likely to be found somewhere in a small rectangle of Manhattan where he had spent the previous decade dragging himself ever closer to the heart of downtown clout. This rectangle was formed in the northeast, at Avenue A and St. Marks Place, by Superiority Burger; in the southwest, at Mercer Street and Prince Street, by Fanelli Cafe, above which he has lived; in the southeast, at Broome Street and Allen Street, by Williamsburg Pizza, which he has told many people, including reporters at 
The Washington Post
, that he owns; and finally, in the northwest, at Lafayette Street and East 4th Street by Jean's, a popular nightclub and restaurant where he is a partner. Here, dressed in a tuxedo and sporting bleach blond hair, he posed for an 
Instagram photo
, his hand resting on the hood of a teal Mercedes, at about the same time June Kwan was begging him for her money.



Ms. Kwan's suits were filed on Feb. 1 and 2. On March 8, Mr. Deshmukh agreed to be served, less than an hour after receiving a fact-checking inquiry from The Times. Five days later, Ms. Kwan agreed to drop the suits after the parties settled.



Sheryl Heefner, Superiority Burger's general manager, wrote in a statement that "Ashwin has been critical to the development of Superiority Burger," adding, "he is also my friend who I love working alongside."



Mr. Deshmukh is not famous, but he is widely known among downtown tech investors, restaurateurs, bar owners, journalists, fashionistas, podcasters, D.J.s and influencers. If you work in New York in the culture industry -- in media, fashion, art, music, publishing -- it is a distinct possibility that you have gone to a party at Jean's sponsored by a cool brand or a brand trying to be cool, or else eaten a slice of one of the pizzas he sent to a birthday party or an opening or a corporate event. And if not, the Instagram algorithm may have shown you one of these things. You are probably aware of the world of Ashwin Deshmukh, even if you don't know it.



Most people who meet Mr. Deshmukh say he is intelligent, informed, funny, kind and slightly elusive, in a quirky way. But among the many New Yorkers who know Mr. Deshmukh only a bit, there is a subgroup of people who know him a bit more. These people, who are numerous, embarrassed and still finding one another, will say that Ashwin Deshmukh is a thief.



In response to a detailed list of questions, Mr. Deshmukh responded with an email through a representative at Jean's disputing many aspects of this story without providing further detail.



Ben Carlos Thypin
 met Mr. Deshmukh in 2012, through a mutual friend. Mr. Thypin is a real estate broker and political player, who co-founded Open New York, a prominent pro-housing group. But at the time, he was an unproven heir to a steel-turned-real estate fortune, eager to make a name for himself. His first impression of Mr. Deshmukh, he said, was that he "seemed like a smart and knowledgeable guy."



As the men became friends over occasional drinks and more frequent texts, Mr. Thypin came to appreciate Mr. Deshmukh's well-articulated ideas about trends in technology and investing. True, Mr. Deshmukh said he ran a hedge fund on behalf of high-net-worth individuals from outside the United States, which Mr. Thypin found hard to square with Mr. Deshmukh's slovenly dress, casual manner and the fact that he wouldn't let anyone see his apartment. But everyone in New York had a story, Mr. Thypin reasoned. Besides, Mr. Deshmukh was quoted in a 
2010 piece
 in The New York Observer as working for a hedge fund.



In 2014, Mr. Thypin said, Mr. Deshmukh approached him with an opportunity: to buy a stake in a promising software start-up through a specialized business he had created to bundle small investments. Mr. Thypin said he had sent $5,000 to Mr. Deshmukh and then forgotten about it. For him, $5,000 wasn't much money -- which was maybe why he didn't do more due diligence on Mr. Deshmukh.



In 2016, Mr. Thypin got a Google alert that the software company had been bought. He called Mr. Deshmukh to celebrate. But according to Mr. Thypin, Mr. Deshmukh didn't call or text him back, and didn't respond to his emails. Only then did Mr. Thypin search for the LLC he had wired the money to, and found that it had never been registered in New York. He then tried to look for the hedge fund Mr. Deshmukh said he worked for, but couldn't find any evidence it existed.



Mr. Thypin's first reaction to losing the money was shame. He was a rich guy who had gotten taken for a ride by a charismatic hustler -- a New York cliche. Later, he said, he resigned himself to the fact that if Mr. Deshmukh was "that hard up he would steal from his friend, he must be in dire straits." Mr. Thypin decided to move on.



But he kept hearing stories about other people who had been tricked in the exact same way. There was Rich Abreu, who said he had invested $12,500 in two businesses through Mr. Deshmukh. He, too, had stopped hearing from him. There was Kenny Chen, who in 2014 had given Mr. Deshmukh more than $100,000 to invest in the media start-up On Ramp. The company's then-chief executive, Harry Poloner, told The Times he had to break the news to Mr. Chen that Mr. Deshmukh had never invested any money. And there was Jonathan Kule, who said he gave Mr. Deshmukh $10,000 to invest in a luxury subscription box business, after which Mr. Deshmukh stopped responding to him.



Not all these men were sophisticated tech investors: Mr. Abreu, for example, owned a Midtown streetwear showroom. Nor were they all in a position to wave away thousands of dollars -- Mr. Kule had just bought a house, and didn't have much cash on hand.



Mr. Kule also felt personally wounded. He had thought Mr. Deshmukh was slightly odd -- he told Mr. Kule that he worked on behalf of a family office in Paris, but he sometimes smelled like he hadn't showered in days. But they had become tight, and had made plans to make further investments together.



"The scary thing is that all the while, I considered you to be a close friend and confidant whom we shared deep and personal stories with regarding our personal lives," Mr. Kule wrote in an email that he shared with The Times.



In 2017, Mr. Chen sued Mr. Deshmukh, but Mr. Deshmukh didn't respond to demand letters. Eventually, a process server tracked down Mr. Deshmukh in the Williamsburg Pizza on Broome Street, where she handed him the complaint and snapped his photograph. (According to Mr. Chen's lawyer, Arthur Soong, Mr. Chen dropped the suit after he reached a settlement with Mr. Deshmukh.)




A photograph taken by a process server while serving Mr. Deshmukh with a lawsuit filed in New York State Court in 2017.




Mr. Kule filed a suit, too, but dropped it after Mr. Deshmukh's father agreed to pay him $11,500. In an email that Mr. Kule shared with The Times, Mr. Deshmukh's father writes: "Ashwin has asked me to give you the money he owes you. I appreciate you reaching out to settle the matter. On the other hand you probably can understand my reluctance and difficulty in paying off his obligation." (His father did not respond to requests for comment about his son's legal troubles.)



And Mr. Thypin, who had gotten over his shame in the face of what he felt was a "white collar crime spree," joined Mr. Abreu in suing Mr. Deshmukh in New York civil court in 2018.



That summer, Mr. Thypin was scrolling through Instagram when he noticed that a friend had started a new bar on the Bowery called Short Stories, and that Mr. Deshmukh was one of his partners. Alarmed, he called his friend, who confirmed that Mr. Deshmukh was managing promotion for the bar. (This friend and another partner of the bar asked not to be named because of the potential financial implications of being associated with Mr. Deshmukh, but they corroborated the account that Mr. Thypin gave The Times and provided more details.)



Mr. Thypin's friend first encountered Mr. Deshmukh at a tech investment meet-up at the East Village bar Scratcher, where he presented himself as a hedge fund manager working on behalf of a family office in India. The two started to go to parties together, where the partner was impressed that Mr. Deshmukh seemed to know everyone downtown. When he opened Short Stories, he brought Mr. Deshmukh in as a junior partner, but he kept him off the company's bank accounts.



Shortly after this friend talked to Mr. Thypin, Mr. Deshmukh reached out to the lawyer representing Mr. Thypin and Mr. Abreu to settle their suit, citing his wish to prevent "contact from your clients to my family or business associates or interference with my existing contacts." The parties signed a settlement in August 2018 for $17,500. But Mr. Deshmukh never paid, and the court ruled in January 2019 that he had defaulted. By this point, the pair thought the settlement with Mr. Chen had left Mr. Deshmukh broke. They dropped it.



Then, a few years later, Mr. Thypin was at a party on the Lower East Side when he overheard some people talking about a bar on the Bowery getting ripped off. He asked them if it was Short Stories, and they said yes. He called his friend, the partner at the bar, who said it was true, and that Mr. Deshmukh was responsible.



The partners told The Times that for several years Mr. Deshmukh had worked diligently as a promoter. He had 
gotten Diplo to come to the bar, and Kaia Gerber, and ASAP Rocky
, along with a parade of the 
internet
's semifamous, all of whom he captured on social media. The bar was a success, they said, in part because of how well Mr. Deshmukh had marketed it. He built up trust. In 2021, they gave Mr. Deshmukh access to one of the company's bank accounts so he could handle business expenses.




Mr. Deshmukh managed promotion at the bar Short Stories, attracting celebrities like ASAP Rocky and Kaia Gerber to the spot. But then a large chunk of money went missing.




Shortly after, they checked on the account and discovered that more than $100,000 was missing. They tried to track down Mr. Deshmukh, who was suddenly hard to reach. Eventually, after threatening to contact his family, the partners confronted Mr. Deshmukh in person. They said that Mr. Deshmukh agreed to pay back some of the money, as well as give up his equity in the bar. When the partners informed Mr. Deshmukh they were taking away his Short Stories email account, he began to cry. (Around the same time, Mr. Deshmukh listed himself as the co-owner of Short Stories on a city liquor license application for Superiority Burger.)



Meanwhile, the demise of another business relationship was playing out 10 blocks away at Williamsburg Pizza, whose pies Mr. Deshmukh often handed out at Short Stories. According to Aaron McCann, the chain's owner, Mr. Deshmukh invested a small amount of money in the Broome Street location of the six-shop chain in 2014, and offered to run the company's social media accounts.



For years, Mr. Deshmukh spearheaded efforts to send pizzas to brands and micro-celebrities; encouraged influencers and prominent friends who bought the pizzas to tag the shop; and featured others on Williamsburg Pizza's Instagram page, all in an effort to make it the coolest pizza in the city. Here was Rupi Kaur, the Canadian poet, posing with a Williamsburg Pizza, her name piped on top in creamy ricotta. There was the Vogue writer Zachary Weiss at Temple Bar, holding a pizza that read "Aries Daddy." The D.J. Michael Bibi celebrated a New York show with a pizza. Eva Chen, Instagram's director of fashion partnerships, celebrated her son's birthday with a pizza. The cult skin care maven and influencer Marta Mae Freedman posted a pizza, as did the viral street interviewer Isaac Hindin-Miller, and the beauty and baking influencer Dana Hasson. At Mr. Deshmukh's club, Jean's, The New York Times reporter Joe Coscarelli and The New Yorker writer Carrie Battan posed with one of the pizzas they bought for guests at their wedding party. In 2022, after New York magazine heralded Williamsburg Pizza in its "Reasons to Love New York" issue, Mr. Deshmukh tweeted a knowing reference to how effective his efforts had been.



Mr. McCann said he was thrilled with Mr. Deshmukh's work and the attention it brought to his business. But then something strange started to happen. The owner said he was approached, repeatedly, by people he didn't know who said they had invested in the shop through Mr. Deshmukh and hadn't received any money.



"When we learned the extent of Ashwin's dishonest practices, we terminated the relationship with him," Mr. McCann said.




Mr. Deshmukh holding a Williamsburg Pizza. For years he ran the New York chain's social media accounts.




One confused investor was Brady Donnelly, who had gone to New York University with Mr. Deshmukh and founded a creative agency called Hungry in 2014. Soon after, Mr. Donnelly hired Mr. Deshmukh as a contractor to do business development. Mr. Deshmukh had pitched him in 2013 on an investment of several thousand dollars in Williamsburg Pizza.



"It's one of the great mysteries of my life," said Mr. Donnelly, of the fate of his money. "A couple of years passed and I never got a single financial report, no money back. I'm not even sure if the paper I signed was real paperwork."



Eventually, Mr. Donnelly confronted Mr. Deshmukh about the money, and Mr. Deshmukh showed up with a cashier's check and no explanation. But after Mr. Deshmukh stopped working for him, Mr. Donnelly said he learned that Mr. Deshmukh had been touting himself as a co-founder of Hungry to drum up business for himself -- at which point Mr. Donnelly sent Mr. Deshmukh a cease and desist letter.



One business Mr. Deshmukh attracted was Oatly, the cult oat milk brand, which contracted Mr. Deshmukh in 2019 to redesign its website. Without Mr. Donnelly's knowledge,
 
he claimed in his pitch that Mr. Donnelly would lead production and editorial strategy.



That Mr. Deshmukh got in the room in the first place, with no real experience, was somewhat astounding -- Oatly was already generating $200 million in revenue by 2019. He was there largely because he was friends with an Oatly employee, who did not want to be named because she did not want to be publicly associated with possible fraud. But her story was confirmed by an Oatly spokesman, Brendan P. Lewis. According to the employee, she met Mr. Deshmukh in 2017, when she wandered into the Broome Street pizzeria and the two began chatting. They became close friends, and he was effusive in his praise for her.



"I love you a lot," he wrote in a text message from early 2019 that she shared with The Times. "You have the energy and light that helps everyone around you. Your capacity to care and take care is astounding. I cannot wait to see how you impact the world in a way that everyone will know and talk about you. Your spirit cannot be replicated. You remain, my favorite."



In the summer of 2019, the Oatly employee told Mr. Deshmukh -- whom she believed to be the co-founder of Hungry -- about the website redesign, and encouraged him to put himself forward. Mr. Deshmukh showed up at the Oatly office with an ambitious proposal that wowed the company's creative director. Oatly awarded Mr. Deshmukh the contract, for $266,333, over a handful of established national agencies. In August, he traveled to Malmo, Sweden, for a victory lap at the company's headquarters, where he met with Oatly's then-chief executive, Toni Petersson.



The good feelings didn't last. Mr. Deshmukh hired a few people for the project, including an old colleague from Hungry named Mark Lewis, who is unrelated to the Oatly spokesman. But Mr. Deshmukh went dark for days at a time, and Mr. Lewis began receiving emails from Oatly asking why they hadn't produced anything. He felt awkward -- Mr. Deshmukh wasn't responding to the messages, and Mr. Lewis didn't know where he was. Not to mention, Mr. Deshmukh still hadn't fully compensated him for the trip to Malmo, which Mr. Lewis had paid for out of pocket.



"Everyone was very uncomfortable," Mr. Lewis said.



Then, at a meeting with an increasingly concerned Oatly team later that fall, Mr. Deshmukh brought nothing to present except screenshots from his original, months-old pitch. Concerned, Mr. Lewis said he tracked down some of the flashy names Mr. Deshmukh had told Oatly would be involved in the project and asked them if they had ever heard from him. None had. He remembered realizing two things: Mr. Deshmukh was cheating Oatly, and he had no loyalty to him. He told Oatly.



According to Brendan P. Lewis, the Oatly spokesman, the company managed to claw back some of the money from Mr. Deshmukh and cancel the contract. But the Oatly employee who led Mr. Deshmukh into the company was devastated. How could he put her in such a terrible position? She said she made plans with him several times so she could confront him, but he kept canceling at the last minute. She had a feeling she would never see him again.



But she did, once. Six months later, early in the pandemic, she was biking downtown, when she saw Mr. Deshmukh outside Short Stories. She said he pulled down his face mask and mouthed, "I'm sorry."




Jean's, a popular nightclub in the NoHo neighborhood of Manhattan, where Mr. Deshmukh is a partner.




As the people
 who had given Mr. Deshmukh money found one another, largely thanks to Mr. Thypin, they marveled at the scope and interconnectedness of his hustles, as well as the sheer democratic quality of the deception: He played close friends and new acquaintances, the very rich and the middle class, large corporations and local bars.



They were left with an enormous number of questions, but one above all: What kind of person would do all of this? Almost all of them described Mr. Deshmukh as intelligent, charismatic, capable and hardworking. Surely this was a man who could have found success in any domain.



Mr. Deshmukh, the son of a cardiologist, arrived at N.Y.U. in the fall of 2003 from Sayre, Pa., a 5,000-person town on the New York border. One of his first friends in college was Roberto A. Felipe, a New Yorker who had grown up working class in Corona, Queens. Mr. Felipe said that Mr. Deshmukh had confided in him about his hangups with his weight and how to meet women. In retrospect, Mr. Felipe wasn't sure if these confessions were genuine or part of Mr. Deshmukh's manipulation.



"He relies on sympathy from people by disclosing things," Mr. Felipe said.



By the time Mr. Deshmukh was a senior, he had cultivated a campus mystique. In 2007, he was featured as part of a package in the N.Y.U. student newspaper on "NYU's 14 most influential students." The writer introduces Mr. Deshmukh by stating, dramatically, that he had agreed to participate in the profile only at the last second.



"I've only heard a fraction of his history. But from what I've heard, it's fascinating. Unfortunately, a fraction is really all that Deshmukh offers to anyone," the article reads. "Most of what I offer here is second-hand, but that's part of Deshmukh's appeal. Though charismatic and personable, he never tells you the whole story -- and therein lies his success."



The profile goes on to note that while he was an undergrad, Mr. Deshmukh had "dabbled in New York real estate, steel industries and trading," and that he had been hired by a hedge fund before graduation. Beneath the article's text, Mr. Deshmukh appears in a dark suit jacket, with his arms crossed over his chest.



After college, Mr. Felipe and Mr. Deshmukh exchanged Facebook messages in which, Mr. Felipe said, Mr. Deshmukh told him that he was back and forth between Paris and New York, managing a hedge fund. Later, Mr. Deshmukh told him that he had moved home to Pennsylvania to take care of some health issues. But he would drive into the city once in a while and crash at Mr. Felipe's apartment. Sometimes they talked about investment strategies, and Mr. Felipe started to introduce Mr. Deshmukh to his network: Mr. Thypin and Rich Abreu, the streetwear showroom owner with whom Mr. Felipe grew up in Corona.



When Mr. Felipe brought Mr. Deshmukh to the West 39th Street showroom, Mr. Abreu sized up Mr. Deshmukh, who was eager to nerd out about Supreme, as a "fanboy."



"He was kind of a poseur type of guy: hedge fund but trying to dress streetwear," Mr. Abreu said. "He didn't seem very authentic to me."



Whether Mr. Deshmukh ever worked for a hedge fund is unclear. Mr. Deshmukh told people that he worked on behalf of a family office in, variously, Paris, Switzerland and India, but he never offered specifics. People who knew him wondered whether he was too embarrassed to admit that he was living off a trust fund -- not an uncommon phenomenon among young New Yorkers. But the fact that Mr. Deshmukh needed his father to pay off Mr. Kule suggests he may not have had any money of his own at all.



From 2016 to 2018, Mr. Deshmukh sublet a room to an N.Y.U. student named Marie Nobematsu-Le Gassic in an East Village apartment he rented. Upon moving in, she was surprised by the condition of the apartment, where Mr. Deshmukh would sometimes sleep. There were French fries stuck to the floor, she remembered, and paper advertisements for strippers littered throughout the unit. The wireless internet went out for months at a time, and Mr. Deshmukh asked her not to use air conditioning in the summer, because, she remembered him saying, he was down to his last dime. One day a process server came to the door, but she had no idea where Mr. Deshmukh was: She was unsure of where he stayed when he wasn't there.



(Ms. Nobematsu-Le Gassic obtained a court order this year to force Mr. Deshmukh to pay her $7,250 for a security deposit he never returned -- a somewhat more prosaic New York scenario. "I screwed you over," Mr. Deshmukh wrote in a text to her that she shared with The Times, about the outstanding money.)




Many people described Mr. Deshmukh as intelligent and charismatic, and were impressed by his apparent social connections. 




When Mr. Deshmukh was in the apartment, Ms. Nobematu-Le Gassic said, he was often trying to figure out how to do viral brand collaborations with Williamsburg Pizza and Short Stories, or talking about his attempts to get attractive women to come to Williamsburg Pizza to take photos for Instagram. He spoke frequently about Caroline Calloway, the millennial influencer who became famous in the 2010s for lying extravagantly and then writing about it. (In a text message, Ms. Calloway confirmed that she was friendly with Mr. Deshmukh, whom she understood to have comped her 28th birthday party at Short Stories in 2018, a gesture she found "kind and generous.")



"He wants to be seen and be important in New York," Ms. Nobematu-Le Gassic said. "But I didn't know if he had any money."



Mr. Thypin, who has spent a lot of time thinking about Mr. Deshmukh, believes Mr. Deshmukh is a chameleon, driven by insecurity, who has changed colors again and again in pursuit of status. At first he worked for a hedge fund, or at least he said he did. Then, in the early 2010s, he became a venture capitalist. Then he became a creative director -- the ultimate cool-guy millennial pursuit -- or tried to. And finally, as cultural energy in New York shifted back to the city's downtown, he reinvented himself as a nightlife impresario, a scene-maker.



Along the way he has transformed his appearance from an eager, full-faced tech bro in a Supreme cap to an unsmiling club baron with downtown stubble, posing for Instagram in Isaia, Stone Island and Balenciaga. 



A popular theory among the aggrieved is that Mr. Deshmukh's manipulations are all leverage plays, similar to the efforts of Adam Sandler's character in "Uncut Gems" -- every dollar he takes goes toward his next move, with no safety net. 



The lawsuits by June Kwan have been settled, but Superiority Burger was also sued in January by its builder, Bellwood, for nonpayment. Mr. Deshmukh is named as a defendant in the suit, which claims that he entered a $342,603 promissory note with the builder in November 2022 and failed to fulfill it. The suit asks for a mechanic's lien foreclosure, which could, at least in theory, force a sale of the building whose storefront Superiority Burger rents.



But for the time being, Mr. Deshmukh is somebody in New York. His co-partner in the club and restaurant Jean's is Max Chodorow, the son of Jeffrey Chodorow, the restaurateur.



In an email response to a question about Mr. Deshmukh's legal troubles and history of misrepresenting himself to get money, Mr. Chodorow wrote, "His previous business projects prior to Jean's are a story many entrepreneurs trying to own and operate a business in NYC may be familiar with.'' He added, "Ash brings years of marketing talent which balances out my unique history of operations in the restaurant industry."



Now, the people who feel used by Mr. Deshmukh watch his social media with a mix of horror, astonishment and something else, something closer to the mix of envy and judgment we all feel when we spend too long on Instagram.



In October, the oil heiress and socialite Ivy Getty threw a Halloween party at Jean's; Anya Taylor-Joy showed up, as did Prince Achileas-Andreas of Greece and Denmark, dressed as a racecar driver. In November, Jean's hosted a party celebrating a collaboration between Paco Rabanne and H&M; Emily Ratajkowski and Chloe Sevigny crowded in a booth. In February, the men's wear designer Willy Chavarria celebrated his fashion week show with a party at Jean's. Julia Fox and Amanda Lepore were there.



Mr. Deshmukh spent much of the night in a back booth, getting up to fetch a bottle of Don Julio from the bar, and to take a video of the crowd. At one point, he posed for a photo with a lifestyle journalist and the creative director of Hugo Boss. He was looking off, away from the camera, as if his thoughts were somewhere else.



Callie Holtermann
 and Manasa Gudavalli contributed reporting.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/14/style/superiority-burger-ashwin-deshmukh.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Most Famous Cowboy Hat in the World Right Now



Beyonce, Shania Twain, Kevin Costner and many reality TV regulars are loyal customers of Kemo Sabe hats. The shop in Aspen can't believe its luck.








By Jessica Roy
Photographs by Kristin Braga Wright


Mar 18, 2024


Kemo Sabe is certainly not the only western-themed store in 
Aspen
, Colo., but it may be the best known, thanks to the influencer 
Alix Earle
.



While vacationing in Aspen last month, Ms. Earle did some shopping for personalized hats at Kemo Sabe with a few friends. Soon after she stepped outside, she was accosted by a local who seemed skeptical of her new look.



"So we all just made hats at Kemo Sabe, because we're trying to get into the Aspen western spirit," Ms. Earle said in a 
TikTok
 video recorded moments after her shopping excursion. "And this girl comes up to us and she's like: 'I like your Aspen costume.'"



"We got humbled real quick," Ms. Earle added, drawing out the word "real" to underscore her point.



The video, which has received nearly 4 million views, sparked an online debate about the difference between authenticity and cosplay. Some commenters also discussed the cost of Kemo Sabe's hats, which range in price from $350 to several thousands of dollars.



Founded in 1990 by Tom and Nancy Yoder, the boutique-meets-bar -- which also hawks belts, boots and other western-wear items -- has since expanded to six locations, including Vail, Colo., Jackson Hole, Wyo., and Park City, Utah.



In 2020, the Yoders sold the store to Wendy Kunkle, a zoologist from Ohio who had moved to Aspen and worked her way up the Kemo Sabe corporate ladder, and her brother, Bobby. A month later, the pandemic hit the United States.



The Kunkles were able to keep the store afloat with the help of vendors who fronted them products to sell on the promise that they would be paid back. Their bet paid off. With Europe closed to travel, customers "flooded our stores, so when we opened the onslaught of human beings that hit the mountain towns was unbelievable," Ms. Kunkle said in a video interview.



Business has continued to boom with the help of celebrities and influencers. Ms. Kunkle and the brand's vice president of marketing, Kate Valdmanis, noted that the endorsements have been entirely organic: Kemo Sabe does not pay celebrities or online influencers for product placement.



Ms. Earle, who traveled to the ski town with her boyfriend, the N.F.L. player Braxton Berrios, followed up her "Aspen costume" video with another TikTok post showing her and her friends making personalized hats at the store.



"She did that video on her own," Ms. Kunkle said. "She paid for her hat. We didn't promise her anything. She organically did that -- which is crazy to me, because she is one of the top influencers in the world and she gets paid for everything."



Ms. Kunkle doesn't even really like social media.



"Social media is scary to me," she said. "I don't get it. I'm older, almost 54. So, to me, I didn't grow up with it -- I don't understand it. So I've always been kind of the jerk in the room where they're like, 'Oh, an influencer, let's give them a hat!' I'm like, 'No, no. If they don't already believe in it, then why in the world would I pay someone to talk great about us?'"



"That's not real," Ms. Kunkle added, "and I want us to be real."



Ever since Ms. Earle's "Aspen costume" TikTok went viral, Ms. Kunkle's son has been keeping track of the online conversation about Kemo Sabe. When he read her "all of the terrible things being said on TikTok," the proprietor said she started crying.



"This is a real store," Ms. Kunkle said. "Real people work here. We are hardworking locals, and they think we're some big huge corporations that are backed by celebrities. But we don't pay for celebrities. We don't do any of that stuff. We never have."




Wendy Kunkle, the co-owner and president of Kemo Sabe, steams a hat to shape it at the store.




Ms. Valdmanis, the marketing director, seconded that view. "People have this perspective of Aspen -- and it's true to a certain extent -- that we are like Rodeo Drive in the mountains," she said. "But we were a mining town. We were cowboy first."



The name of the store is another point of contention. "Kemo sabe" is the moniker given to the protagonist of 
"The Lone Ranger,"
 a long-running radio and television series that got its start in 1933, by his Native American sidekick, Tonto.



There are no conclusive 
accounts
 about the phrase's origins and whether or not it is a term that descends from an actual Native American language. Whatever the case, it is certainly not what a white couple might be advised to name a store in the 21st century.



"People get mad at us about that, too," Ms. Kunkle said.



The store's name, chosen by Mr. Yoder more than three decades ago, does not seem to have affected its business, especially when it comes to the rich and famous. Loyal customers include Beyonce, 
Shania Twain
, the Kardashian-Jenner 
family
, 
Rihanna
, and 
Kevin Costner
, who has a 160-acre 
vacation home
 in Aspen.



The store's popularity increased when it served as the backdrop of the so-called "tequila-gate" episode of "The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills." The 2022 episode featured Kyle Richards introducing the cast to Kemo Sabe and its "V.I.P. bar." Over 
margaritas
, the castmates Lisa Rinna and 
Kathy Hilton
 got into a fight over which tequila was better, Kendall Jenner's 818 brand or Ms. Hilton's Casa Del Sol.



"It was really fun to watch in person and it was very real, I will tell you," Ms. Valdmanis said. "That was not scripted." Ms. Kunkle declined to say which tequila is more popular with her customers, describing them as "very different" from each other. And now some "Real Housewives" fans go to the store to see where the "tequila-gate" fracas took place.



The rise of 
cowboy style
 has also made the hats into more of a fashion staple, especially among a certain cadre of well-paid, city-dwelling young people with social media accounts who flock to Aspen to ski and hit the bars.



A recent TikTok 
uploaded
 by the Austin-based content creator Hannah Chody showed upward of a dozen women -- herself included -- at the Aspen airport, each wearing a personalized cowboy hat from Kemo Sabe.



"Skipping Kemo Sabe would be criminal," Ms. Chody, who purchased her own hat at the Park City location, captioned the post.




Inside the shop, customers can drink at the full bar.




For Ms. Chody, the hat is a fun souvenir. "People get them just to have the experience of going and making them and crossing it off their bucket list," she said, "especially if they're visiting from New York, Chicago or L.A."



And while the big-hat influencers may annoy certain TikTok commenters who find their style inauthentic, Ms. Kunkle says she embraces all kinds of customers.



"They want to feel the romance, and there's nothing wrong with that," she said. "And, really, it's terrible when people are like 'the Aspen costume.' That is not what it is. It is people wanting a taste and a feel of the west. Why can't everybody get that feeling without people making fun of it?"
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Kali Reis Fought Her Way to HBO. What's Next?



The "True Detective" star, who first made her name in the boxing ring, isn't scared of online trolling -- even by the creator of her show.








By Stefano Montali


Mar 17, 2024


Two days after the finale of HBO's "True Detective: Night Country
,
" Kali Reis was rolling hand wraps, alone, inside a training center on a farm in northern New Jersey.



Before she was ever cast in the anthology series as Evangeline Navarro, a steely Alaska state trooper; before she walked red carpets in London, Paris and Los Angeles; before she ate Christmas dinner at her co-star Jodie Foster's house, Ms. Reis was a champion boxer. Her most recent bout, though, was fought online.



The night before, Nic Pizzolatto, the creator of "True Detective," had 
reposted a series of fan complaints
 about the finale on Instagram, apparently in an effort to distance himself from the show's just-concluded fourth season -- the first that he hadn't written.



Ms. Reis, 37, is familiar with trash talk, online haters and naysayers. "Boxing is a beautiful craft, but it's brutal," she said, adding, "Everybody's got an opinion." The same goes for acting, she has found, especially since the show's finale aired. In her experience, there's always that one "dedicated troll," she laughed.



Ms. Reis (pronounced reece) quickly snapped back in her own late-night post, calling Mr. Pizzolatto's comments 
"a damn shame."
 According to HBO, her season of "True Detective" drew 12.7 million viewers across various platforms -- more than any of the show's previous three seasons. A few days after the finale, the network 
renewed the series for another season
, with the new showrunner expected to return. (Through a representative, Mr. Pizzolatto declined to comment for this article.)




Ms. Reis, right, and her co-star Jodie Foster, in a scene from "True Detective: Night Country."




Not only in the ring and onscreen, Ms. Reis says she has always "had to prove who I was and who I wasn't." She is of both Cape Verdean and Seaconke Wampanoag descent, and she knows how easily some will impose on her identity what they want to see and look past what they don't.



"They'd say, 'Well, you don't really look Indian,'" she recalled. "And I'd think, 'What the [expletive] am I supposed to look like?" Her tough exterior is a function of a lifetime of criticism -- and not only from others: "There's nothing anyone can say to me that I haven't already said to myself."




Ms. Reis in January at a "True Detective: Night Country" premiere in Mexico City.




On a recent Tuesday at the New Jersey training center managed by her husband, gloves, shoes and gear piled out of Ms. Reis's purplish-pink suitcase on the outer edge of a boxing ring. Fluorescent lights glared overhead. Punching bags hovered in the distance. Air-conditioners roared.



At a folding table at the foot of the boxing ring, she was open and warm, dressed in a colorful, short-sleeved shirt. Her appearance was notably at odds with the muted parka and woolly hat she often wore on the show, a bit like seeing your elementary-school teacher at the beach. Everything else -- the piercings, the tattoos -- was all there.



What comes next for Ms. Reis is uncertain. Later this month, she will appear in "Asphalt City," a paramedic drama starring Sean Penn, and she has finished shooting for the movie "Wind River: Rising."



What has changed for her since starring in an HBO show? For starters, her neighbors finally know her name. "And the 'House of the Dragon' cast does, too!" she added. 
Zahn McClarnon
, an Indigenous actor best known for "Fargo" and "Dark Winds," has reached out, and Ms. Reis said she was eager to cross paths with a fellow Native actress on the rise. "I can't wait to meet 
Lily Gladstone
," she said.



Despite the taste of HBO fame, Ms. Reis has no plans to change: Authenticity is nonnegotiable with her. "On the red carpet, you're supposed to wear Gucci, and I'm like: 'Listen, I don't wear heels. I wear all black,'" she said.



In Ms. Reis's childhood neighborhood -- which she described as "neither good nor bad" -- she was "the token Native kid, with thick Harry Potter glasses and braid ties." Other children picked on her, sometimes calling her Pocahontas.



Growing up, there were signs of a future career in acting. As a child, she dressed up in her mother's clothes and performed one-person plays, with protagonists inspired by the people she met on the streets of East Providence, R.I., her hometown. One character in particular, Mary, was "based on the older ladies who smoked Newport 100s and drank Dunkin' Donuts all day."



"How ya doin', darlin'? Got any ciga'ettes?" she croaked in a gravelly Rhode Island accent.



"I'd love to do comedy," Ms. Reis said. "It's always been a dream to be on 'Saturday Night Live.'"



She believes the roots of her attraction to comedy run several generations deep. "In my Indigenous community, we love to tell stories and crack jokes on each other," Ms. Reis said. "Laughter is what's gotten a lot of us through" some tough times, she added, using more colorful language.



After taking some questions by the ring, Ms. Reis started to put on her gear. "I'm going to teach you how to tie boxing gloves," she said, putting a half-laced one in front of me. I tugged hard on the strings, as directed. "Tighter," she said several times. "Is that how you tie your shoes? You need Velcros, bro!"



While Ms. Reis has laced up countless times, her acting career is still very much in its first round. She has played several Indigenous characters -- including a 
half Native, half Cape Verdean boxer in "Catch the Fair One"
 -- but says she is planning to spread her wings with future other roles. "I'm an actor," Ms. Reis said with a pause, then smiled. "That's so weird to say."



Still, Reis is interested in expanding the scope of Indigenous representation and interests. "What if we want to tell a happy story, or a superhero story?" she said. "I'd love to play a villain."



No matter what path her career takes, Ms. Reis doesn't plan to pull any punches saying what she wants to say, "how I want to say it."



"I'm not going to worry about who signs my checks," she said.
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A French Castle Filled With a Collector's Treasures



The art and antiques dealer Yves Gastou was passionate about objects and their stories. His home in Biarritz overflowed with both.




The gallerist Yves Gastou's summer home, built in 1900 on the outer edges of Biarritz, France.




By Aimee Farrell


Mar 15, 2024


When the French gallerist Yves Gastou bought the Ermitage de Douce-amie -- or refuge of a sweet friend -- a follylike crenelated castle on the outskirts of Biarritz in southwest France, in 1990, it had the air of a place frozen in time. Hidden within a forest of bamboo and pine, bay and oak trees, the 5,380-square-foot house
 
was
 
built in 1900 as a retirement home for a member of the imperial court of Napoleon III, or so Gastou believed. The house had changed hands only a few times since: The woman from whom he purchased it was among the last ladies in Biarritz to travel by horse and cart.



For Gastou, a decorative art and antiques dealer who died in 2020 at age 72, the house, with its faded pale blue cement facade and roughly 40-foot-tall turret, fulfilled romantic fantasies of knights and fortified towers that had taken root during childhood trips to Carcassonne; he grew up near that medieval walled city in Limoux. As an adult, he lived for most of the year in an apartment on the Quai Malaquais on Paris's Left Bank that was a short walk from the namesake gallery he ran from 1986 until his death. The hermitage was his summer hideaway, a place for monthslong vacations with family and friends. And if his Paris home was an expression of his appetite for modernity -- it epitomized his eclectic tastes, with Cubist midcentury furniture by the French sculptor Philippe Hiquily and acrylic 1980s-era pieces by the Japanese designer Shiro Kuramata -- the castle offered a retreat into the past.



Over the decades, Gastou gradually restored the building, referring often to the architect's plans and a 1930s painting of the home's exterior that he discovered on the property. Working without a decorator, he hoped to keep the house as true to its origins as possible, while also using it as a repository for his many wide-ranging collections. Besides transforming the adjacent stables into a four-bedroom guesthouse and installing a lap
 
pool on the sloping two-acre grounds, his main concession to modernity was upgrading the kitchen, which sits at the rear of the house on the first floor, beside the dining room -- and adding a bathroom on each of the four floors.



Most striking among these is the basement bathroom, whose floors and walls are entirely clad in white-and-green veined Vert d'Estours marble and white-flecked deep-gray Saint Anne des Pyrenees marble in an ode to Villa Kerylos, the famous turn-of-the-20th-century ancient Greek revival-style mansion on the French Riviera. Guests returning from the beach, a 25-minute walk from Gastou's home,
 
and wanting to freshen up would be greeted by a large bronze statue of Apollo, perched on a pedestal in a corner and modeled after a Roman version at the British Museum. It was juxtaposed with a blocky marble and terrazzo chair by the 1980s-era Memphis Group designer Ettore Sottsass, who oversaw the design of
 
Gastou's gallery and whose radical,
 
irreverent
 
work the dealer affectionately likened to a punch in the face.



Gastou liked to express his love of the past, in part, by enlivening it with the shock of the new. A 1960s
 
life-size
 
mirrored
 
figure by the Italian artist Claudio Platania and the French fashion designer
 
Pierre Cardin stood on one of the home's landings, reflecting the angular carvings of the original pine banisters. In the garden, a 1990s galvanized steel winged bench by the British designer Tom Dixon contrasted starkly with the classical silhouettes of the pair of stone urns that flanked the pool.



"The house is a cabinet of curiosities," says Gastou's son, Victor Gastou, who now runs his father's gallery and owns the castle with his younger sister, Mathilde Dahdi-Gastou. As a teenager, rather than lounging by the pool, he would sit for hours at his father's large leather-topped walnut desk in the library on the first floor and peruse the room's myriad treasures. Situated just off the main entranceway, past a mound of pale gray stones that Gastou would sometimes add to after a trip to the beach, the library suggested the study of a grand tour-era gentleman. Antique photographs of rural scenes and regional portraiture, picked up at local flea markets, hung on the pale yellow
 
walls. A mid-19th-century gilt and bronze clock shaped like a smiling devil sat on the desk, beside which loomed vast midcentury oak and iron shelves by the French Art Deco designers
 
Andre Arbus and Gilbert Poillerat. And lining the shelves, along with marble urns and antique leather-bound books, were items from Gastou's collection of religious relics: crucifixes, ex-votos, Virgin Mary crowns and mother-of-pearl-mounted flaming hearts.



Gastou's bedroom, at the top of the castle's turret, was similarly decorated with the rosaries, sacred hearts and holy water fonts he gathered throughout his life. Though he attended Mass as a child, he was spiritual rather than religious and was drawn to the talismanic qualities of these objects. He would collect used crucifixes from the nearby Convent of the Bernardines each time the sisters replaced their crosses, worn from years of prayer. "My father rescued objects in the same way some people rescue animals," Victor says. "Each one told a different story. He was touched by the magic of their patina."



Now almost entirely emptied of its contents -- which, together with the art, objects and furnishings from Gastou's Quai Malaquais apartment, will go on sale at Sotheby's in Paris on March 19 -- the house is ready to begin yet another chapter. While Victor sees the auction as a chance to share his father's story, giving his objects new life, he also wants to bring the castle into the 21st century. He plans to renovate the house, then spend vacations there with his own son, Cesar, now 7 months old. And though Victor's own tastes are more minimalist than Yves's, as he begins to consider making changes to the home, one phrase of his father's, his motto for collecting, continues to echo in his head: "When you open your eyes, you can see beauty."
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Third Wheel



Is He Ever Just a Personal Trainer?



Male fitness instructors have had a reputation for being flirts and girlfriend stealers. How true is it?




"A lot of the time, I can be in a situation where I'm like, 'Wow, this person is really attractive,'" said Roberto Hued, a personal trainer, "but immediately I remember my setting."




By Gina Cherelus


Mar 21, 2024


Roberto Hued, a personal trainer in Manhattan, keeps himself busy with a mix of private training sessions and, three days a week, group yoga classes. He works with runners, swimmers and boxers, as well as people who are simply looking to improve their mobility or strength. But with an estimated 90 percent female client base, there's another segment of his clientele worth mentioning: other men's girlfriends.



This, along with his being single, straight and ripped, makes Mr. Hued susceptible to a stereotype that he and other trainers can't seem to shake. The idea that a male personal trainer is liable to "take" another man's girlfriend has placed the occupation high on the list of guys to be wary of in the dating world.



Mr. Hued recalled one woman who had so enjoyed his group classes that she asked about private sessions. It wasn't long before the woman's boyfriend learned that she had switched to one-on-one workouts. And he was OK with it at first -- until the day Mr. Hued ran into the client and her boyfriend, who was finally able to put a face to a name.



"That was the last time I saw her," Mr. Hued said. He later heard from a mutual friend that the woman's boyfriend had expressed discomfort over her training with him, which led her to quit.



The assumptions that people make about the dangerous allure of the personal trainer has provided fodder for memes, TikTok videos and jokes that go beyond social media: A male personal trainer will use 
his job to get women
. His slyness will require you to monitor your girl's sessions to quell your insecurities. He might improve your health 
and
 
break up your happy home
. Do these stereotypes hold any weight?



Mr. Hued, 33, who has been a trainer for more than five years, said that he takes his job very seriously and that the stereotypes couldn't be farther from the truth. Although he's never dated a client, he's still human.




Mr. Hued recalled being dropped by a female client after an in-person encounter with the client's boyfriend, who had apparently never seen Mr. Hued before. "That was the last time I saw her," Mr. Hued said.




"A lot of the time, I can be in a situation where I'm like, 'Wow, this person is really attractive,' but immediately I remember my setting," he said. "I'm not at a bar. I'm not at a networking event. I'm here to work, to keep things safe."



According to Jason Harrison, a strength and conditioning coach at Present Tense Fitness, a studio he owns with his wife, there's a "quasi-intimate relationship" that develops between a trainer and a client. After all, who else in your life can claim to have a professional interest in the tilt of your pelvis?



Asked about jealous boyfriends who monitor their girlfriends' workout sessions or demand a say in the selection of a potential trainer, Mr. Harrison, who mostly works with ballet and contemporary dancers, flipped the script on those insecure partners: "The idea of somebody needing permission from a husband or a boyfriend to do anything is toxic just on its face."




Jason Harrison, left, believes that if he has to touch a client, "it's a failure of communication."




Still, he recognizes that the stereotype didn't come out of nowhere: Many worries are rooted in actual trainer behaviors, such as what he calls "unnecessary touching." If he has to touch a client, he said, "it's a failure of communication."



Asking permission before every touch "establishes a climate of professionalism," he said, "but almost a clinical kind of thing, so that the touch isn't a warm touch -- it's 'Here's where I want your knee to go,' or 'This is how I want your scapula to glide on your rib cage.'"



With people dressed with skintight clothing and dripping in sweat, the gym is bound to be the site of meet-cutes and rampant flirting, among trainers and civilians alike. It's also the setting for many unwanted advances and accusations of harassment.



Steven Jezyk, who has worked as a trainer for more than 18 years and lives in Los Angeles, admits that he has dated a client before, but he maintains that it wasn't his intention at the start. One woman he encountered in the gym in 2021 quickly caught his eye -- and not as a potential client -- but after she learned he was a trainer, she engaged his services. They worked together for nearly a year before he came clean about his feelings.




Jerry Hayes, a personal trainer in Denver, called hitting on clients "very immature and careless," adding that it could make some women avoid the gym entirely.




"I tried to not even think about it, but it was so obvious that we had so much in common, and she was also interested in my social life," Mr. Jezyk, 55, said. He tried to hold back his feelings -- to a point. "But then after a year," he said, "I figured, she's still single, I'm still single and we're at this point where it's not going to matter if we started dating."



Mr. Jezyk said that he had initially resisted their attraction because his job was more important than getting into a relationship that could ruin his reputation.



"You are pretty close to somebody," Mr. Jezyk said of the training experience. "Sometimes you're giving them more attention than their boyfriends or husbands for that hour."



Jerry Hayes, a personal trainer in Denver, said that he had seen some uncomfortable moments in the gym between two people, but also moments during which "it looks like they might get married."



He has had at least one instance in which a husband didn't want his wife to have a male trainer, which he said he could understand. When a woman requests a trainer of the same sex, it's typically so she can feel more comfortable in what can be a vulnerable setting, he said. He has met trainers who do indeed hit on their clients.



"It's a very immature and careless thing to do, especially because it does create that stigma," Mr. Hayes said, adding, "That can make a woman feel very uncomfortable and prevent her from going to the gym to begin with."



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.
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Dries Van Noten Announces Retirement



The Belgian designer, known for his glorious use of color and prints, remained independent for years. Now he's going out on his own terms.




Dries Van Noten at the finale of his spring 2024 show in Paris. 




By Vanessa Friedman and Jessica Testa


Mar 19, 2024


In a shock to the fashion world, Dries Van Noten announced that he was stepping down as creative director of the brand that bears his name. His fall 2024 men's show, scheduled to take place in Paris in June, will be his last.



"My dream was to have a voice in fashion," Mr. Van Noten, 65, wrote in a letter sent to editors. "That dream came true. Now, I want to shift my focus to all the things I never had time for."



Mr. Van Noten was an original member of the Antwerp Six, the group of Belgian designers who changed fashion when they arrived in Paris in the early 1980s. In his statement, he wrote that he had been "preparing for this moment for a while, and I feel it's time to leave room for a new generation of talents to bring their vision to the brand."



In an industry in which founders often cling to their positions well into their 80s and rarely engage in succession planning, Mr. Van Noten's move stands out as a rare example of a designer ceding power by his own choice -- and at the height of his skills. His 
last women's show
, held in late February in Paris, was an emotional, generous paean to style over fashion and the creativity of dressing oneself.



But the consideration, originality, grace and attention to detail that marked his clothes, and that inspired a 
2014 solo exhibition
 at the Musee des Arts Decoratifs in Paris and a 2017 documentary about his work, have also marked his approach to his business.



Mr. Van Noten had been taking steps to ensure the future of his brand, which he founded in 1986, since 2018, when he 
sold a majority stake
 to the Puig fashion and fragrance business, agreeing to stay on as chief creative officer and chairman of the board. It was a big step for a designer who prided himself on independence. But he had just turned 60, 
he told The New York Times in 2022
, and he found himself thinking about his health and the future.



"Do we have enough heritage?" he said. "Is there enough reason that the company can continue the moment that I would stop?"



The partnership with Puig allowed the brand to increase its team and expand into new categories, including beauty and fragrance. But even after relinquishing some control of his business, the pace of the industry could still frustrate Mr. Van Noten.



"After a career of all these years, you never can take six months off, or even two months off," he said, adding that the longest break he'd ever taken was two weeks. "I think it's the dream of every designer to just, at a certain moment, be able to skip one season."



In 2020, he 
cowrote an open letter
 with other designers about the need to fix the seasonal shopping calendar so that brands could find a more sustainable production rhythm and break the cycle of extreme discounting.



But he also knew that fashion's impossible pace could be a good thing, mentally, for a designer. If a collection wasn't received well by critics or shoppers, there was no time to mope. "You have to move on," he told The Times. "You have to forget. You have to start again. And I think that's really amazing. That's quite addictive and I think that's also what keeps me continuing."



Mr. Van Noten, who received the international designer of the year award from the Council of Fashion Designers of America, was named an Officier de L'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by France and was anointed a baron by the King of Belgium, said in his letter that a new designer would be announced in "due time." He would remain involved in the brand, though did not specify the role.



He is a passionate gardener -- the flowers at his home outside Antwerp inspired many of the gloriously colored textiles and styles that were his signature -- and often goes on garden tours with Ann Demeulemeester, another member of the Antwerp Six who stepped back from her own brand.



Whatever avenue he chooses to pursue, however, what is certain is that, just as he and his peers once set a new tone for the industry, Mr. Van Noten is now revolutionizing how departure can look.
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critics notebook



Kristen Stewart Uses Naked Dressing to Make a Point



Her press tour for "Love Lies Bleeding" was something to see.




Kristen Stewart, pantsless at the Los Angeles premiere of "Love Lies Bleeding."




By Vanessa Friedman


Mar 18, 2024


Even in the context of the 
current pantsless trend
 prevalent on the runway and in some celebrity circles, as well as the vogue for thematic dressing at movie openings, Kristen Stewart's looks during her press tour for "
Love Lies Bleeding
" have stood out. Rarely has an actress been so unapologetically, gloriously undressed.



Ms. Stewart and her stylist, Tara Swennen, have taken the film's carnality and covert politics and translated them for the promotional panopticon, forcing anybody watching to confront their own preconceptions about women's bodies, their sexuality and exactly what empowerment means, while at the same time undermining the whole circus of branded celebrity dressing.



That's a lot of subtext under very little -- clothing, that is. But it was adroitly managed and awfully entertaining to see.



Margot Robbie had fun dressing a la Barbie during her 
"Barbie" press tour
; Zendaya captured eyeballs and social media during her "Dune: Part Two" camera calls dressed in sci-fi-themed Mugler, Givenchy and Alaia; and the cast of "Godzilla Minus One" walked the Oscar red carpet in matching lizard-heel footwear. But with her "Love Lies Bleeding" appearances, Ms. Stewart took the concept of character cosplay to a new, more pointed level.



It started in Berlin back in February, when Ms. Stewart shed her shirt for the film's European premiere, wearing a very short Chanel couture patchwork miniskirt, matching blazer and knit bralet. (She is a Chanel ambassador.) She raised the ante with a controversial Rolling Stone cover in which she wore only a Nike tank top and a jockstrap.



And when she showed up for the film's Los Angeles premiere in only a "skirts, who needs 'em?" Bettter bodysuit, cut very high on the thigh, with sheer black tights, a black blazer and black stilettos, it was clear that such choices were not mere flukes but a conscious strategy.




Ms. Stewart on "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" in a draped chain halter top.




As it happens, the 
motto
 of Bettter, a label that repurposes men's suiting for women, is "empower rather than overpower." Which, given the movie being celebrated, a queer film noir set in a small town in 1980s New Mexico and, as one reviewer wrote, a "
deconstruction of cinematic hypermasculinity
," is pretty much on the nose.



It was when the promotional juggernaut reached New York, though, that Ms. Stewart really showed her hand. As well as other body parts, in an abbreviated black mini worn with a mesh bra, garter belt-'n'-stockings and a leather blazer for "Late Night With Seth Meyers" and a sheer Monot draped chain halter for "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert." Paparazzi caught her exiting her building in tiny cream-colored knit hot pants and a bra worn under a khaki shirt, with stilettos, and then in athletic Chanel micro shorts and matching leg warmers. Again with heels.



The clothes were like a dare to the watching world, a refusal to cater to pretty-girls-in-pretty-dresses gender expectations and a good-natured riposte to the idea that provocation is an invitation. An "I see your judgment and raise you one" piece of fashion politics.



In so orchestrating her outfits, Ms. Stewart, who looked as if she was enjoying herself quite a lot, thank you, demonstrated just how much can be said on the pseudo red carpet even without an E! host asking the point of what she was wearing. You really couldn't miss her point. After all, she wasn't exactly covering it up.
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His Voice Can Stop You in Your Tracks



Loren Kramar wowed the fashion set with a recent performance. Now he's taking his act mainstream.








By Marisa Meltzer


Mar 21, 2024


The louche, dark-haired singer Loren Kramar has a confident, feline saunter onstage. The Angeleno can pitch his voice lower than Lou Reed's, or project it like Fiona Apple's.



At the Eckhaus Latta fall 2024 fashion show in February, he wowed the jaded crowd with covers of Lana Del Rey and Leonard Cohen, practically stealing the show in loose brown pants, a corduroy blazer and an insouciant boa that dragged behind him as he performed.



"He's such a showman that any song would have been good," said Zoe Latta, who co-founded the brand and has known Mr. Kramar for several years. "But at our rehearsal, he threw in "New York, New York," and we were flabbergasted."



That afternoon Mr. Kramar thought the songs should be "a story of a painful struggle for belief, the process of believing," adding, "We can personify it with New York." He made many new fans among the editors, influencers and assorted famous people in the audience.



But at 36, he is far from an overnight success -- or an ingenue.



Mr. Kramar's first album, "Glovemaker," comes out on April 26 on the independent label Secretly Canadian. Samantha Urbani, who works in A&R for the label, remembered hearing Mr. Kramar sing for the first time. "Everyone stopped in their tracks. 'Who is this guy? Why is it so fully formed?' His music is so classic and timeless but not pastiche and retro," she said.



"The head of the record label, Chris Swanson, I was on the phone with him maybe a month ago," Mr. Kramar said in February over oatmeal at a cafe in Manhattan. "I was like, 'I'm so terrified that you think that I'm ancient.'"



"He's like, 'You are ancient. I don't even know how old you are, but if you're not 19 when you're starting the music, you're ancient.'"



Mr. Kramar's album is full of songs about conjuring fame and stardom and being loved. Blame it on growing up in Encino, Calif. -- close enough to Hollywood to feel its pull, yet at a slight remove. His mother, an art teacher and homemaker, is from Transylvania,
 
and his father is from Detroit. The family business is scrap metal, and his older brother works with the family now.



Mr. Kramar, however, took chorus and joined the gospel choir, with dreams of starting a two-person music group. He had his first crush on a boy at around age six. Mr. Kramar spent a lot of time with his best friend Danielle Duclon whose father, David Duclon, produced the sitcom "Family Matters." On that set, he once met Whitney Houston, he recalled. "I had planned what I was going to say -- 'I will always love you' -- but I was too scared to say it," said Mr. Kramar with a laugh and an expletive.




Mr. Kramar recorded an album that never came out, and his old management deal was dissolved in 2018. Now he's introducing himself while at the artistic helm.




He funneled family tension and adolescent awkwardness into art, making "a lot of emo drawings of eyes," and was accepted into Cooper Union's art program in 2005. Once in New York City, Mr. Kramar became a regular at The Beatrice Inn and a loyal attendee of the party Misshapes. "I once went with a couple friends, and they didn't get in, and I went in anyway. I was like, 'This means far more to me than it means to you.'"



After two years of college, he took a year off. "I needed to prove that I could do something outside of being an artist. I wanted to work in fashion, or maybe magazines." He went to work for Zac Posen. "My big idea, because they were talking about a diffusion line, was that it should be called Jack Rosen By Zac Posen," he said laughing and shaking his head.



Mr. Kramar never became a designer, but he remains a collector of archival T-shirts and other vintage items including "lots of Keith Haring, Vivienne Westwood's witches collection from '83 and Stephen Sprouse," he said.



The actor and comedian Kate Berlant met Mr. Kramar in 2015 at a party at the Chateau Marmont in Hollywood and was completely entranced by him: "Almost no one has personal style, I would argue, at all. He might be the only person I know who truly has personal style. It's not something that's found in the algorithm."



The inspiration for Mr. Kramar's day-to-day outfits, usually an antique-looking white blouse and brown pants, is "to dress in what Patti Smith sleeps in."



Tuition at Cooper Union was free at the time he attended, so Mr. Kramar lived off an unused college fund from his grandfather. He spent much of the decade between graduating from Cooper Union and 2020 working various jobs. He started an online arts magazine in 2012 called "Megazine" with friends. By then Mr. Kramar was recording music on GarageBand.



"I realized I care too much about being an artist myself to commit to championing other artists," he said. "But I was internalizing an alcoholic, shadowy, darling, niche, tragic, gay identity to my own detriment. I'd already been writing songs that were more melodic and vocally driven and less like these monologues that I've been doing. It was like, I want joy, and I want as much success as I can achieve."



So he moved back to Los Angeles, where he currently lives, in Hollywood. He does not drive, instead using a Bird scooter to get around. (His dream collaboration, he said, would be to make a sound for when the scooter unlocks.)



At 27 he secured a record production deal, but with visits to record labels and meetings with notable industry figures, the promise of a mainstream career felt like it could only come at the expense of his identity. He recalled that one creative director told him, "'If you're asked if you're gay, just say that you're not -- don't answer it,'"



"We went shopping together. He said, 'You almost look normal.' I mean, these words will haunt me forever."



He recorded an album that never came out, and the management deal was dissolved in 2018. Now he's introducing himself while at the artistic helm.



"He's the butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker of his whole reality," said Ms. Latta, who appeared in the video for his single "Glovemaker," for which Mr. Kramar directed and dressed himself in a clown costume from Bode. "I have a picture of him from that day looking at a monitor, directing the film crew and extras while getting his makeup done."



He toured last year with Josh Tillman, who performs as Father John Misty. Mr. Kramar sent Mr. Tillman a mix of his song "Hollywood Blvd."




The actor and comedian Kate Berlant said of Mr. Kramar, "He might be the only person I know who truly has personal style."




"Before the song ended, I texted to see if he wanted to go on tour," Mr. Tillman said. "I'd watch him from the side of the stage every night. Halfway through the first song, looking at the crowd, you wouldn't have been able to tell it wasn't his crowd. You don't generally see that."



Despite having charmed the snobby fashion crowd at Eckhaus Latta, Mr. Kramar is nervous. He feels the pressures of being a late bloomer but has grand aspirations to play the Hollywood Bowl and Kennedy Center Honors.



"Some friends are starting families," he said. "They are living the rewards of the seeds that they planted a decade ago. I'm embarrassed and frustrated and scared." 



He continued: "This is the extreme nature of the validation that I require. You know how badly I need to feel accepted and worthy? A record-deal worth, that's how much."
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