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Why did more than 1,000 people die after police subdued them with force that isn't meant to kill?

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows, top row from left, Anthony Timpa, Austin Hunter Turner, Carl Grant, Damien Alvarado, Delbert McNiel and Demetrio Jackson; second row from left, Drew Edwards, Evan Terhune, Giovani Berne, Glenn Ybanez, Ivan Gutzalenko and Mario Clark; bottom row from left, Michael Guillory, Robbin McNeely, Seth Lucas, Steven Bradley Beasley, Taylor Ware and Terrell "Al" Clark. Each died after separate encounters with police in which officers used force that is not supposed to be deadly. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | This combination of photos shows, top row from left, Anthony Timpa, Austin Hunter Turner, Carl Grant, Damien Alvarado, Delbert McNiel and Demetrio Jackson; second row from left, Drew Edwards, Evan Terhune, Giovani Berne, Glenn Ybanez, Ivan Gutzalenko and Mario Clark; bottom row from left, Michael Guillory, Robbin McNeely, Seth Lucas, Steven Bradley Beasley, Taylor Ware and Terrell "Al" Clark. Each died after separate encounters with police in which officers used force that is not supposed to be deadly. (AP Photo)
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[image: In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant sits on the porch of a stranger's home in Birmingham, Ala., after police were called there on Feb. 2, 2020. Grant, a Vietnam War veteran with dementia, went out to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home but became disoriented and ended up driving over two hours away. Police were called when he tried to get inside houses in Birmingham that he thought were his. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant sits on the porch of a stranger's home in Birmingham, Ala., after police were called there on Feb. 2, 2020. Grant, a Vietnam War veteran with dementia, went out to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home but became disoriented and ended up driving over two hours away. Police were called when he tried to get inside houses in Birmingham that he thought were his. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant lies on the floor at a hospital in Birmingham, Ala., on Feb. 3, 2020, as a police officer prepares to handcuff him. The Vietnam War veteran with dementia was taken to the hospital after trying to enter homes he thought were his, but were not. When he wouldn't do as instructed at the hospital, an officer slammed him to the ground and damaged the spinal cord in Grant's neck, paralyzing him. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant lies on the floor at a hospital in Birmingham, Ala., on Feb. 3, 2020, as a police officer prepares to handcuff him. The Vietnam War veteran with dementia was taken to the hospital after trying to enter homes he thought were his, but were not. When he wouldn't do as instructed at the hospital, an officer slammed him to the ground and damaged the spinal cord in Grant's neck, paralyzing him. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this family photo, Carl Grant prepares to cook in the home he shared with his partner, Ronda Hernandez, in Redlands, Calif., circa 2000. Grant's death was among more than 1,000 across the United States that an investigation led by The Associated Press documented after police used ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | In this family photo, Carl Grant prepares to cook in the home he shared with his partner, Ronda Hernandez, in Redlands, Calif., circa 2000. Grant's death was among more than 1,000 across the United States that an investigation led by The Associated Press documented after police used "less-lethal force" instead of firearms. (Ronda Hernandez via AP)
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[image: This family photo shows Carl Grant and his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and her children, Michael and Michelle, in a friend's backyard in California in the mid-1990s. (Family Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | This family photo shows Carl Grant and his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and her children, Michael and Michelle, in a friend's backyard in California in the mid-1990s. (Family Photo via AP)
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[image: Relatives of Carl Grant, from left, his sister, Kathy Jenkins; brother, William Jenkins, and Grant's partner, Ronda Hernandez, stand for a portrait in Birmingham, Ala., on Wednesday, June, 7, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | Relatives of Carl Grant, from left, his sister, Kathy Jenkins; brother, William Jenkins, and Grant's partner, Ronda Hernandez, stand for a portrait in Birmingham, Ala., on Wednesday, June, 7, 2023. "We were robbed," says Kathy Jenkins, whose anger has not subsided four years after Grant's death. "It's like somebody went in your house and just took something, and you were violated." (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: Robin Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. She told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Robin Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. She told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Briana Garton looks at a family photo showing her late brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his 2019 death, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Briana Garton looks at a family photo showing her late brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his 2019 death, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. "It was like that was his body's own fault, that it wasn't the police's fault," Garton, said of the autopsy ruling that Ware died of natural causes. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. After Taylor Ware ran from a police officer during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder, he was attacked by a police dog, jolted by a stun gun, pinned on the ground and injected with a sedative. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. After Taylor Ware ran from a police officer during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder, he was attacked by a police dog, jolted by a stun gun, pinned on the ground and injected with a sedative. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Tom Ware holds photos of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Tom Ware holds photos of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: A demonstrator holds a sign in support of Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. during a rally outside Albany District Attorney David Soares' office in Albany, N.Y., on Monday, Aug. 10, 2015. Ivy was cooperative when police stopped him, but, they said, he wouldn't answer how much money he had withdrawn from an ATM and denied a prior arrest. Police interpreted Ivy's behavior as deceptive. What they didn't grasp was that Ivy suffered from paranoid schizophrenia. After an officer touched Ivy to detain him, Ivy fled. Officers caught up and beat him with batons, shocked him several times with a Taser, put him facedown and got on top of him. (Will Waldron/The Albany Times Union via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | A demonstrator holds a sign in support of Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. during a rally outside Albany District Attorney David Soares' office in Albany, N.Y., on Monday, Aug. 10, 2015. Ivy was cooperative when police stopped him, but, they said, he wouldn't answer how much money he had withdrawn from an ATM and denied a prior arrest. Police interpreted Ivy's behavior as deceptive. What they didn't grasp was that Ivy suffered from paranoid schizophrenia. After an officer touched Ivy to detain him, Ivy fled. Officers caught up and beat him with batons, shocked him several times with a Taser, put him facedown and got on top of him. (Will Waldron/The Albany Times Union via AP)
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[image: Demonstrators lie on Henry Johnson Boulevard to block traffic during a protest in front of Albany Police Department headquarters in Albany, N.Y., on Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, after a grand jury decided not to charge police who confronted and struggled with Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. on the night he died. (Cindy Schultz/The Albany Times Union via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Demonstrators lie on Henry Johnson Boulevard to block traffic during a protest in front of Albany Police Department headquarters in Albany, N.Y., on Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, after a grand jury decided not to charge police who confronted and struggled with Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. on the night he died. (Cindy Schultz/The Albany Times Union via AP)
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[image: A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Cohasset Police Department, Maegan Ball, second right, stands with, from left, Officer Aaron Bates, Officer Alexander Stotik, and Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon in Cohasset, Mass., on Dec. 27, 2019. In 2018, the three officers confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch 25-year-old bodybuilder who was stabbing Ball, his date, so viciously that the walls were red with blood. While the officers were relieved to have saved her life, they also wrestled with the ramifications of killing Stelzer despite doing their best to avoid it. (Cohasset Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | In this photo provided by the Cohasset Police Department, Maegan Ball, second right, stands with, from left, Officer Aaron Bates, Officer Alexander Stotik, and Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon in Cohasset, Mass., on Dec. 27, 2019. In 2018, the three officers confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch 25-year-old bodybuilder who was stabbing Ball, his date, so viciously that the walls were red with blood. While the officers were relieved to have saved her life, they also wrestled with the ramifications of killing Stelzer despite doing their best to avoid it. (Cohasset Police Department via AP)
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[image: Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, an officer approaches Oral Nunis, 56, with handcuffs. Nunis was having a mental breakdown at his daughter's California apartment in 2020. He had calmed down but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside. (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, an officer approaches Oral Nunis, 56, with handcuffs. Nunis was having a mental breakdown at his daughter's California apartment in 2020. He had calmed down but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside. (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, officers restrain Oral Nunis, 56, after he ran out of his daughter's California apartment in 2020. Although his body turned still, police kept pressing and even wrapped him in a full-body restraint device. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, officers restrain Oral Nunis, 56, after he ran out of his daughter's California apartment in 2020. Although his body turned still, police kept pressing and even wrapped him in a full-body restraint device. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: "Daddy, just breathe." (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his granddaughter. When his wife, Sandra Jones, set out to unravel the circumstances of his death after his 2015 encounter with police, she said police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary. (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his granddaughter. When his wife, Sandra Jones, set out to unravel the circumstances of his death after his 2015 encounter with police, she said police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary. (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, center, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his two brothers. In time, Hays' wife, Sandra Jones, managed to get Hays' autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the use force and a struggle in 2015. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. His death didn't even make the local news. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, center, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his two brothers. In time, Hays' wife, Sandra Jones, managed to get Hays' autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the use force and a struggle in 2015. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. His death didn't even make the local news. "All I know is, something terrible happened that night," she said. "I have pictured him laying on that cement road more times than I can tell you. I picture him there, struggling to breathe." (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)
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[image: In this image from Eau Claire Police Department video, police restrain Demetrio Jackson in a parking lot in Altoona, Wis., on Oct. 8, 2021. The Associated Press documented more than 1,000 deaths over a decade after people were subdued through physical restraints, Tasers and batons, chokeholds, body blows and other ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | In this image from Eau Claire Police Department video, police restrain Demetrio Jackson in a parking lot in Altoona, Wis., on Oct. 8, 2021. The Associated Press documented more than 1,000 deaths over a decade after people were subdued through physical restraints, Tasers and batons, chokeholds, body blows and other "less-lethal force." In case after case, officers weren't taught or didn't follow best safety practices for physical force and weapons, creating a recipe for death. (Eau Claire Police Department via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: FILE - This undated photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. Floyd died on May 25, 2020, after Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin, who is white, kneeled on his neck for 9 1/2 minutes on the street outside a convenience store where Floyd tried to pass a counterfeit $20 bill. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." (Christopher Harris via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | FILE - This undated photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. Floyd died on May 25, 2020, after Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin, who is white, kneeled on his neck for 9 1/2 minutes on the street outside a convenience store where Floyd tried to pass a counterfeit $20 bill. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." (Christopher Harris via AP, File)
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        Why did more than 1,000 people die after police subdued them with force that isn't meant to kill?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows, top row from left, Anthony Timpa, Austin Hunter Turner, Carl Grant, Damien Alvarado, Delbert McNiel and Demetrio Jackson; second row from left, Drew Edwards, Evan Terhune, Giovani Berne, Glenn Ybanez, Ivan Gutzalenko and Mario Clark; bottom row from left, Michael Guillory, Robbin McNeely, Seth Lucas, Steven Bradley Beasley, Taylor Ware and Terrell "Al" Clark. Each died after separate encounters with police in which officers used force that is not supposed to be deadly. (AP Photo)]
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[image: In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant sits on the porch of a stranger's home in Birmingham, Ala., after police were called there on Feb. 2, 2020. Grant, a Vietnam War veteran with dementia, went out to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home but became disoriented and ended up driving over two hours away. Police were called when he tried to get inside houses in Birmingham that he thought were his. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant sits on the porch of a stranger's home in Birmingham, Ala., after police were called there on Feb. 2, 2020. Grant, a Vietnam War veteran with dementia, went out to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home but became disoriented and ended up driving over two hours away. Police were called when he tried to get inside houses in Birmingham that he thought were his. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant lies on the floor at a hospital in Birmingham, Ala., on Feb. 3, 2020, as a police officer prepares to handcuff him. The Vietnam War veteran with dementia was taken to the hospital after trying to enter homes he thought were his, but were not. When he wouldn't do as instructed at the hospital, an officer slammed him to the ground and damaged the spinal cord in Grant's neck, paralyzing him. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant lies on the floor at a hospital in Birmingham, Ala., on Feb. 3, 2020, as a police officer prepares to handcuff him. The Vietnam War veteran with dementia was taken to the hospital after trying to enter homes he thought were his, but were not. When he wouldn't do as instructed at the hospital, an officer slammed him to the ground and damaged the spinal cord in Grant's neck, paralyzing him. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this family photo, Carl Grant prepares to cook in the home he shared with his partner, Ronda Hernandez, in Redlands, Calif., circa 2000. Grant's death was among more than 1,000 across the United States that an investigation led by The Associated Press documented after police used ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | In this family photo, Carl Grant prepares to cook in the home he shared with his partner, Ronda Hernandez, in Redlands, Calif., circa 2000. Grant's death was among more than 1,000 across the United States that an investigation led by The Associated Press documented after police used "less-lethal force" instead of firearms. (Ronda Hernandez via AP)
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[image: This family photo shows Carl Grant and his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and her children, Michael and Michelle, in a friend's backyard in California in the mid-1990s. (Family Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | This family photo shows Carl Grant and his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and her children, Michael and Michelle, in a friend's backyard in California in the mid-1990s. (Family Photo via AP)
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This family photo shows Carl Grant and his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and her children, Michael and Michelle, in a friend's backyard in California in the mid-1990s. (Family Photo via AP)
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[image: Relatives of Carl Grant, from left, his sister, Kathy Jenkins; brother, William Jenkins, and Grant's partner, Ronda Hernandez, stand for a portrait in Birmingham, Ala., on Wednesday, June, 7, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | Relatives of Carl Grant, from left, his sister, Kathy Jenkins; brother, William Jenkins, and Grant's partner, Ronda Hernandez, stand for a portrait in Birmingham, Ala., on Wednesday, June, 7, 2023. "We were robbed," says Kathy Jenkins, whose anger has not subsided four years after Grant's death. "It's like somebody went in your house and just took something, and you were violated." (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 25
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[image: Robin Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. She told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Robin Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. She told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Briana Garton looks at a family photo showing her late brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his 2019 death, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Briana Garton looks at a family photo showing her late brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his 2019 death, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. "It was like that was his body's own fault, that it wasn't the police's fault," Garton, said of the autopsy ruling that Ware died of natural causes. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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Briana Garton looks at a family photo showing her late brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his 2019 death, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. "It was like that was his body's own fault, that it wasn't the police's fault," Garton, said of the autopsy ruling that Ware died of natural causes. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. After Taylor Ware ran from a police officer during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder, he was attacked by a police dog, jolted by a stun gun, pinned on the ground and injected with a sedative. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. After Taylor Ware ran from a police officer during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder, he was attacked by a police dog, jolted by a stun gun, pinned on the ground and injected with a sedative. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Tom Ware holds photos of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Tom Ware holds photos of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: A demonstrator holds a sign in support of Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. during a rally outside Albany District Attorney David Soares' office in Albany, N.Y., on Monday, Aug. 10, 2015. Ivy was cooperative when police stopped him, but, they said, he wouldn't answer how much money he had withdrawn from an ATM and denied a prior arrest. Police interpreted Ivy's behavior as deceptive. What they didn't grasp was that Ivy suffered from paranoid schizophrenia. After an officer touched Ivy to detain him, Ivy fled. Officers caught up and beat him with batons, shocked him several times with a Taser, put him facedown and got on top of him. (Will Waldron/The Albany Times Union via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | A demonstrator holds a sign in support of Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. during a rally outside Albany District Attorney David Soares' office in Albany, N.Y., on Monday, Aug. 10, 2015. Ivy was cooperative when police stopped him, but, they said, he wouldn't answer how much money he had withdrawn from an ATM and denied a prior arrest. Police interpreted Ivy's behavior as deceptive. What they didn't grasp was that Ivy suffered from paranoid schizophrenia. After an officer touched Ivy to detain him, Ivy fled. Officers caught up and beat him with batons, shocked him several times with a Taser, put him facedown and got on top of him. (Will Waldron/The Albany Times Union via AP)
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[image: Demonstrators lie on Henry Johnson Boulevard to block traffic during a protest in front of Albany Police Department headquarters in Albany, N.Y., on Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, after a grand jury decided not to charge police who confronted and struggled with Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. on the night he died. (Cindy Schultz/The Albany Times Union via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Demonstrators lie on Henry Johnson Boulevard to block traffic during a protest in front of Albany Police Department headquarters in Albany, N.Y., on Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, after a grand jury decided not to charge police who confronted and struggled with Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. on the night he died. (Cindy Schultz/The Albany Times Union via AP)
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Demonstrators lie on Henry Johnson Boulevard to block traffic during a protest in front of Albany Police Department headquarters in Albany, N.Y., on Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, after a grand jury decided not to charge police who confronted and struggled with Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr. on the night he died. (Cindy Schultz/The Albany Times Union via AP)
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[image: A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 25
Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Cohasset Police Department, Maegan Ball, second right, stands with, from left, Officer Aaron Bates, Officer Alexander Stotik, and Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon in Cohasset, Mass., on Dec. 27, 2019. In 2018, the three officers confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch 25-year-old bodybuilder who was stabbing Ball, his date, so viciously that the walls were red with blood. While the officers were relieved to have saved her life, they also wrestled with the ramifications of killing Stelzer despite doing their best to avoid it. (Cohasset Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | In this photo provided by the Cohasset Police Department, Maegan Ball, second right, stands with, from left, Officer Aaron Bates, Officer Alexander Stotik, and Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon in Cohasset, Mass., on Dec. 27, 2019. In 2018, the three officers confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch 25-year-old bodybuilder who was stabbing Ball, his date, so viciously that the walls were red with blood. While the officers were relieved to have saved her life, they also wrestled with the ramifications of killing Stelzer despite doing their best to avoid it. (Cohasset Police Department via AP)
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[image: Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, an officer approaches Oral Nunis, 56, with handcuffs. Nunis was having a mental breakdown at his daughter's California apartment in 2020. He had calmed down but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside. (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, an officer approaches Oral Nunis, 56, with handcuffs. Nunis was having a mental breakdown at his daughter's California apartment in 2020. He had calmed down but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside. (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, an officer approaches Oral Nunis, 56, with handcuffs. Nunis was having a mental breakdown at his daughter's California apartment in 2020. He had calmed down but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside. (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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[image: In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, officers restrain Oral Nunis, 56, after he ran out of his daughter's California apartment in 2020. Although his body turned still, police kept pressing and even wrapped him in a full-body restraint device. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, officers restrain Oral Nunis, 56, after he ran out of his daughter's California apartment in 2020. Although his body turned still, police kept pressing and even wrapped him in a full-body restraint device. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: "Daddy, just breathe." (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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In this image from Chula Vista Police Department body-camera video, officers restrain Oral Nunis, 56, after he ran out of his daughter's California apartment in 2020. Although his body turned still, police kept pressing and even wrapped him in a full-body restraint device. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: "Daddy, just breathe." (Chula Vista Police Department via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his granddaughter. When his wife, Sandra Jones, set out to unravel the circumstances of his death after his 2015 encounter with police, she said police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary. (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his granddaughter. When his wife, Sandra Jones, set out to unravel the circumstances of his death after his 2015 encounter with police, she said police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary. (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)
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This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his granddaughter. When his wife, Sandra Jones, set out to unravel the circumstances of his death after his 2015 encounter with police, she said police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary. (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, center, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his two brothers. In time, Hays' wife, Sandra Jones, managed to get Hays' autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the use force and a struggle in 2015. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. His death didn't even make the local news. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, center, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his two brothers. In time, Hays' wife, Sandra Jones, managed to get Hays' autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the use force and a struggle in 2015. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. His death didn't even make the local news. "All I know is, something terrible happened that night," she said. "I have pictured him laying on that cement road more times than I can tell you. I picture him there, struggling to breathe." (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 25
This photo provided by the family shows Brian Hays, center, of Muscatine, Iowa, with his two brothers. In time, Hays' wife, Sandra Jones, managed to get Hays' autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the use force and a struggle in 2015. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. His death didn't even make the local news. "All I know is, something terrible happened that night," she said. "I have pictured him laying on that cement road more times than I can tell you. I picture him there, struggling to breathe." (Courtesy Sandra Jones via AP)
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[image: In this image from Eau Claire Police Department video, police restrain Demetrio Jackson in a parking lot in Altoona, Wis., on Oct. 8, 2021. The Associated Press documented more than 1,000 deaths over a decade after people were subdued through physical restraints, Tasers and batons, chokeholds, body blows and other ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | In this image from Eau Claire Police Department video, police restrain Demetrio Jackson in a parking lot in Altoona, Wis., on Oct. 8, 2021. The Associated Press documented more than 1,000 deaths over a decade after people were subdued through physical restraints, Tasers and batons, chokeholds, body blows and other "less-lethal force." In case after case, officers weren't taught or didn't follow best safety practices for physical force and weapons, creating a recipe for death. (Eau Claire Police Department via AP)
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In this image from Eau Claire Police Department video, police restrain Demetrio Jackson in a parking lot in Altoona, Wis., on Oct. 8, 2021. The Associated Press documented more than 1,000 deaths over a decade after people were subdued through physical restraints, Tasers and batons, chokeholds, body blows and other "less-lethal force." In case after case, officers weren't taught or didn't follow best safety practices for physical force and weapons, creating a recipe for death. (Eau Claire Police Department via AP)
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[image: A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: FILE - This undated photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. Floyd died on May 25, 2020, after Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin, who is white, kneeled on his neck for 9 1/2 minutes on the street outside a convenience store where Floyd tried to pass a counterfeit $20 bill. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." (Christopher Harris via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | FILE - This undated photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. Floyd died on May 25, 2020, after Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin, who is white, kneeled on his neck for 9 1/2 minutes on the street outside a convenience store where Floyd tried to pass a counterfeit $20 bill. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." (Christopher Harris via AP, File)
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FILE - This undated photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. Floyd died on May 25, 2020, after Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin, who is white, kneeled on his neck for 9 1/2 minutes on the street outside a convenience store where Floyd tried to pass a counterfeit $20 bill. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." (Christopher Harris via AP, File)
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                                        Carl Grant, a Vietnam veteran with dementia, wandered out of a hospital room to charge a cellphone he imagined he had. When he wouldn't sit still, the police officer escorting Grant body-slammed him, ricocheting the patient's head off the floor.
Taylor Ware, a former Marine and aspiring college student, walked the grassy grounds of an interstate rest stop trying to shake the voices in his head. After Ware ran from an officer, he was attacked by a police dog, jolted by a stun gun, pinned on the ground and injected with a sedative.
And Donald Ivy Jr., a former three-sport athlete, left an ATM alone one night when officers sized him up as suspicious and tried to detain him. Ivy took off, and police tackled and shocked him with a stun gun, belted him with batons and held him facedown.
Each man was unarmed. Each was not a threat to public safety. And despite that, each died after police used a kind of force that is not supposed to be deadly -- and can be much easier to hide than the blast of an officer's gun.

    


Every day, police rely on common tactics that, unlike guns, are meant to stop people without killing them, such as physical holds, Tasers and body blows. But when misused, these tactics can still end in death -- as happened with George Floyd in 2020, sparking a national reckoning over policing. And while that encounter was caught on video, capturing Floyd's last words of "I can't breathe," many others throughout the United States have escaped notice.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them through means not intended to be lethal, an investigation led by The Associated Press found. In hundreds of cases, officers weren't taught or didn't follow best safety practices for physical force and weapons, creating a recipe for death.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        
    



            

        

    

These sorts of deadly encounters happened just about everywhere, according to an analysis of a database AP created. Big cities, suburbs and rural America. Red states and blue states. Restaurants, assisted-living centers and, most commonly, in or near the homes of those who died. The deceased came from all walks of life -- a poet, a nurse, a saxophone player in a mariachi band, a truck driver, a sales director, a rodeo clown and even a few off-duty law enforcement officers.

    


The toll, however, disproportionately fell on Black Americans like Grant and Ivy. Black people made up a third of those who died despite representing only 12% of the U.S. population. Others feeling the brunt were impaired by a medical, mental health or drug emergency, a group particularly susceptible to force even when lightly applied.
"We were robbed," said Carl Grant's sister, Kathy Jenkins, whose anger has not subsided four years later. "It's like somebody went in your house and just took something, and you were violated."
AP's three-year investigation was done in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs at the University of Maryland and Arizona State University, and FRONTLINE (PBS). The AP and its partners focused on local police, sheriff's deputies and other officers patrolling the streets or responding to dispatch calls. Reporters filed nearly 7,000 requests for government documents and body-camera footage, receiving more than 700 autopsy reports or death certificates, and uncovering video in at least four dozen cases that has never been published or widely distributed.

    
    LETHAL RESTRAINT INVESTIGATION
Many more people have died after police subdued them than the American public knows.
- The AP found that over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them with physical force that is not supposed to be lethal. 
- Explore the full database of cases here.


    



    


Medical officials cited law enforcement as causing or contributing to about half of the deaths. In many others, significant police force went unmentioned and drugs or preexisting health conditions were blamed instead.
Video in a few dozen cases showed some officers mocked people as they died, laughing or making comments such as "sweaty little hog," "screaming like a little girl" and "lazy f---." In other cases, officers expressed clear concern for the people they were subduing.
The federal government has struggled for years to count deaths following what police call "less-lethal force," and the little information it collects is often kept from the public and highly incomplete at best. No more than a third of the cases the AP identified are listed in federal mortality data as involving law enforcement at all.

    


When force came, it could be sudden and extreme, the AP investigation found. Other times, the force was minimal, and yet the people nevertheless died, sometimes from a drug overdose or a combination of factors.
In about 30% of the cases, police were intervening to stop people who were injuring others or who posed a threat of danger. But roughly 25% of those who died were not harming anyone or, at most, were committing low-level infractions or causing minor disturbances, AP's review of cases shows. The rest involved other nonviolent situations with people who, police said, were trying to resist arrest or flee.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


A Texas man loitering outside a convenience store who resisted going to jail was shocked up to 11 times with a Taser and restrained facedown for nearly 22 minutes -- more than twice as long as George Floyd, previously unreported video shows. After a California man turned silent during questioning, he was grabbed, dogpiled by seven officers, shocked five times with a Taser, wrapped in a restraint contraption and injected with a sedative by a medic despite complaining "I can't breathe." And a Michigan teen was speeding an all-terrain vehicle down a city street when a state trooper sent volts of excruciating electricity from a Taser through him, and he crashed.
In hundreds of cases, officers repeated errors that experts and trainers have spent years trying to eliminate -- perhaps none more prevalent than how they held someone facedown in what is known as prone restraint.
Many policing experts agree that someone can stop breathing if pinned on their chest for too long or with too much weight, and the Department of Justice has issued warnings to that effect since 1995. But with no standard national rules, what police are taught is often left to the states and individual departments. In dozens of cases, officers disregarded people who told them they were struggling for air or even about to die, often uttering the words, "I can't breathe."

    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        
    



            

        

    

What followed deadly encounters revealed how the broader justice system frequently works to shield police from scrutiny, often leaving families to grieve without knowing what really happened.
Officers were usually cleared by their departments in internal investigations. Some had a history of violence and a few were involved in multiple restraint deaths. Local and state authorities that investigate deaths also withheld information and in some cases omitted potentially damaging details from reports.
One of the last hopes for accountability from inside the system -- what are known as death opinions -- also often exonerated officers. The medical examiners and coroners who decide on these did not link hundreds of the deaths to force, but instead to accidents, drug use or preexisting health problems, sometimes relying on debunked science or incomplete studies from sources tied to law enforcement.
Even when these deaths receive the homicide label that fatal police shootings often get, prosecutors rarely pursue officers. Charging police is politically sensitive and can be legally fraught, and the AP investigation identified just 28 deaths that led to such charges. Finding accountability through civil courts was also tough for families, but at least 168 cases ended in settlements or jury verdicts totaling about $374 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The known fatalities still averaged just two a week -- a tiny fraction of the total contacts police have with the population. Police leaders, officers and experts say law enforcement shouldn't bear all the blame. As the social safety net frays, people under mental distress or who use stimulant drugs like cocaine or methamphetamine are increasingly on the streets. Officers sent to handle these emergencies are often poorly trained by their departments.
If incidents turn chaotic and officers make split-second decisions to use force, "people do die," said Peter Moskos, a professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and former Baltimore police officer.
"The only way to get down to zero is to get rid of policing," Moskos said, "and that's not going to save lives either."
But because the United States has no clear idea how many people die like this and why, holding police accountable and making meaningful reforms will remain difficult, said Dr. Roger Mitchell Jr., a leader in the push to improve tracking and one of the nation's few Black chief medical examiners when he held the office in Washington, D.C., from 2014 to 2021.
"Any time anyone dies before their day in court, or dies in an environment where the federal government or the local government's job is to take care of you," he said, "it needs transparency. It cannot be in the dark of night."
"This," he added, "is an American problem we need to solve."
Those who died
Carl Grant didn't care much for football. So on Super Bowl Sunday in 2020, family members said, he eased into his black Kia Optima, intending to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home. The 68-year-old wound up 21/2 hours away, where he came face to face with police in an encounter that underscores several findings central to AP's investigation: He was Black, he was not threatening physical harm, and a seemingly routine matter rapidly escalated.
The former Marine and trucking business owner had dementia and qualified as a disabled veteran. As he drove that evening, he became disoriented and took an interstate west to Birmingham, Alabama. There, Grant twice tried to go inside houses he thought were his.
Both times, residents phoned 911. And both times, responding officers opted to use force.
At the first house, Grant was taken to the ground and cuffed after an officer said he'd stepped toward a partner. Even though one officer sensed he was impaired, police released Grant without asking medics to examine him -- a decision a superior later faulted.
At a second house about a half-mile away, police found him sitting in a porch chair. When he didn't follow an order to get off the porch, a different officer pushed him down the stairs, according to previously unreleased body-camera video. Grant gashed his forehead in the fall.
Officer Vincent Larry, who pushed Grant, went with him to the hospital. When Grant wouldn't return to his exam room, Larry used an unapproved "hip toss" to lift and slam him, hospital surveillance video showed. The back of Grant's head bounced four inches off the floor, a nurse estimated, wrecking his spinal cord in his neck.
After Grant awoke from emergency surgery, he thought his paralysis was a combat injury from the Vietnam War. "I'm so sorry this happened," he told family, his sister recalled. He died almost six months later from the injury.
An internal investigation concluded Larry's force at the hospital was excessive, and in a departure from many other cases AP found, his department acted: he received a 15-day suspension. He is no longer a city employee, a Birmingham spokesperson told AP. Neither Larry nor the department would comment. A judge recently cited a procedural error in dismissing a lawsuit filed by Grant's estate, which is appealing the ruling.
"He's almost 70 and confused," Grant's partner, Ronda Hernandez, said. "That's what I don't get. You just don't do that to old people."
Grant was one of 1,036 deaths from 2012 through 2021 that AP logged. That is certainly an undercount, because many departments blocked access to information. Files that others released were blacked out and video blurred, while officers routinely used vague language in their reports that glossed over force.
All but 3% of the dead were men. They tended to be in their 30s and 40s, when police might consider them more of a physical threat. The youngest was just 15, the oldest 95.
In sheer numbers, white people of non-Hispanic descent were the largest group, making up more than 40% of cases. Hispanics were just under 20% of those killed. But Black Americans were hit especially hard.
The disproportionate representation of Black people tracks research findings that they face higher rates and severity of force, and even deaths. The Department of Justice has found after multiple investigations that Black people accounted for more unjustified stops for minor offenses, illegal searches that produced no contraband, unnecessary force, or arrests without probable cause.
Researchers caution that proving -- or disproving -- discrimination can be hard because of a lack of information. But in some cases AP identified, officers were accused of profiling and stopping Black people based on suspicions, as happened to Donald "Dontay" Ivy Jr.
Ivy was a 39-year-old resident of Albany, New York, who excelled in basketball during high school, served in the U.S. Navy and graduated college with a business degree. On a freezing night in 2015, he went to an ATM to check whether a delayed disability deposit had posted. Officers thought he seemed suspicious because he was walking with a lean and only one hand in the pocket of his "puffer" coat -- indications, they thought, he might have a gun or drugs.
Ivy was cooperative when they stopped him, but, they said, he wouldn't answer how much money he had withdrawn and denied a prior arrest. Police interpreted Ivy's behavior as deceptive without grasping that Ivy suffered from paranoid schizophrenia. A witness recounted that Ivy seemed "slow" when he spoke.
When an officer touched Ivy to detain him -- a known trigger for some with severe mental illness -- police say Ivy began to resist. An officer fired a Taser, then Ivy fled. Officers caught up and beat him with batons, shocked him several more times with a Taser, put him facedown and got on top of him. By the time they rolled Ivy over, he'd stopped breathing.
The department quickly ruled that the officers acted appropriately and blamed a "medical crisis" for his death, even though it was classified a homicide. A grand jury declined to indict. However, the local prosecutor urged police to review policies for Tasers, batons and dealing with people with mental illness.
The local chapter of the New York Civil Liberties Union continued to question the stop, saying there was "strong reason to suspect" Ivy was racially profiled. After years in court, the city paid $625,000 to settle with Ivy's estate. His cousin and close friend Chamberlain Guthrie said the way Ivy's life ended was one of the most painful things his family had endured.
"It'd be one thing if Dontay was out here being a ruffian and he was a thug," Guthrie said. "But he was none of that."
When force goes wrong
When people died after police subdued them, it was often because officers went too fast, too hard or for too long -- many times, all of the above.
The United States has no national rules for how exactly to apply force. Instead, Supreme Court decisions set broad guard rails that weigh force as either "objectively reasonable" or "excessive," based in part on the severity of the situation, any immediate safety threat and active resistance.
That frequently leaves states and local law enforcement to sort out the particulars in training and policies. Best practices from the government and private law enforcement organizations have tried to fill gaps, but aren't mandatory and sometimes go ignored, as happened in hundreds of cases reviewed by AP and its partners.
In 2019, the mother of Taylor Ware, the former Marine with college plans, called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. She told the dispatcher Ware would need space and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful -- advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed.
The first officer to encounter Ware at a highway rest stop in Indiana saw the 24-year-old extending him a hand in greeting. Ware then calmly walked through a grassy field and sat down with folded legs.
The officer, an unpaid reserve marshal, assured Ware's mother he'd had calls like this before. As she and a family friend watched, he stopped about 10 feet in front of Ware, according to video filmed by the friend and obtained by AP. His police dog barked and lunged several times -- a provocation officers are told to avoid with the emotionally distressed. Ware remained seated.
After a few minutes, Ware walked toward the parking lot. There, the officer said, Ware pushed him away, a split-second act disputed by the friend. Her video shows Ware running and the officer commanding the dog to attack, setting off a cascade of force that ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later.
A police news release said Ware had a "medical event," an explanation that echoes how police first described George Floyd's death. The prosecutor in Indiana declined to bring charges and praised officers for "incredible patience and restraint." His office's letter brushed past or left out key details: multiple dog bites, multiple stun-gun shocks, prone restraint and an injection of the powerful sedative ketamine.
In dozens of other cases identified by AP, people who died were given sedatives without consent, sometimes after officers urged paramedics to use them -- a recommendation law enforcement is unqualified to make.
A coroner ruled Ware's death was due to natural causes, specifically "excited delirium" -- a term for a condition that police say causes potentially life-threatening agitation, rapid heart rate and other symptoms. Major medical groups oppose it as a diagnosis, however, and say it is frequently an attempt to justify excessive force.
"It was like that was his body's own fault, that it wasn't the police's fault," Ware's sister, Briana Garton, said of the autopsy ruling.
Two experts who reviewed the case for the AP said police actions -- such as the order for the dog to attack, the use of a Taser in the sternum and restraint facedown with handcuffs and back pressure -- contributed to Ware's death.
"This was not proper service," said police practices expert Stan Kephart, himself a former chief. "This person should be alive today."
As with Ware, officers resorted to force in roughly 25% of the cases even though the circumstances weren't imminently dangerous. Many began as routine calls that other officers have, time and again, resolved safely. Those included medical emergencies phoned in by families, friends or the person who died.
By launching prematurely into force, police introduced violence and volatility, and in turn needed to use more weapons, holds or restraints to regain control -- a phenomenon known as "officer-created jeopardy." Sometimes it starts when police misread as defiance someone's confusion, intoxication or inability to communicate due to a medical issue.
What led up to the force was sometimes unclear. In more than 100 cases, police either withheld key details or witnesses disputed the officer's account -- and body-camera footage didn't exist to add clarity. But in about 45% of cases, officers became physical after they said someone tried to evade them or resist arrest for nonviolent circumstances. Some sprinted away with drugs, for example, or simply flailed their arms to resist handcuffs or wiggled around while held down.
Many times the way officers subdued people broke policing best practices, especially when using the go-to tools of restraining people facedown and shocking them with Tasers.
When done properly, placing someone on their stomach or shocking them is not inherently life-threatening. But there are risks: Prone restraint can compress the lungs and put stress on the heart, and Taser's maker has issued warnings against repeated shocks or targeting the body near the heart. These risks intensify when safety protocols aren't followed or when people with mental illness, the elderly or those on stimulant drugs are involved.
Some officers involved in fatalities testified they had been assured that prone position was never deadly, AP found, while many others were trained to roll people onto their sides to aid breathing and simply failed to do so.
"If you're talking, you're breathing, bro," an officer, repeating a common myth about prone restraint, told a Florida man following 12 shocks from stun guns.
"Stomach is (an) ideal place for them to be. It's harder for them to punch me," testified an officer in the death of a Minnesota man found sleeping at a grocery store and restrained for more than 30 minutes.
In dozens of police or witness videos, those who died began to fade on screen, their breathing becoming shallow, as happened in suburban San Diego to 56-year-old Oral Nunis.
Nunis was having a mental break at his daughter's apartment in 2020. He had calmed down, but then the first arriving officer grabbed his arm, a mere four seconds after making eye contact. Nunis begged to go without being handcuffed. The officer persisted. Nunis became agitated and ran outside.
At 5 feet, 5 inches tall and 146 pounds, Nunis quickly found himself pinned by several officers -- each at least 80 pounds heavier than him. Although his body turned still, they kept pressing, wrapped him in a full-body restraint device and put a spit mask on him. From just 10 feet away, his daughter tried to console him in his final minutes: "Daddy, just breathe."
The district attorney's office later cleared the police, calling their force reasonable because Nunis had posed "unnaturally strong resistance" for his size.
As part of the family's lawsuit, two pathologists concluded that the restraint officers used led to his death. One officer was asked under oath if pressure on someone's back could impair breathing. "I have had several bodies on top of me during different training scenarios," the 6-foot, 265-pound officer said, "and I never had difficulty breathing."
The use of Tasers can be similarly misinformed. An officer shocked Stanley Downen, 77, a former ironworker with Alzheimer's disease who served during the Korean War, as he wandered the grounds of his veterans' home in Columbia Falls, Montana. The electricity locked up his body and made him fall without control of his limbs. He hit his head on the pavement and later died.
The officer said under oath that he hadn't read any warnings, including those from Taser manufacturer Axon Enterprise Inc., about the risks of shocking the elderly or people who could be injured if they fell. He testified that Downen was "armed with rocks," but a witness told police Downen never raised his hands to throw them. The police chief cleared the officer, though a police expert hired by the family found he failed to follow accepted practices.
In about 30% of deaths that AP logged, civilians and officers faced potential or clear danger, extenuating circumstances that meant police didn't always follow best practices. In about 170 of those cases, officers said a person charged, swung or lunged at them, or police arrived to find people holding someone down after a fight. In the other roughly 110 cases, police were trying to stop violent attacks against others, including officers.
There was a Kansas man who used his elderly mother as a shield when deputies arrived. And there was a 41-year-old concrete mason in Minnesota who choked and punched his adult daughter before grabbing an officer by the throat and pushing her into a window.
In one of the most violent encounters, three officers in Cohasset, Massachusetts, confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch bodybuilder who was stabbing his date so viciously that the walls were red with her blood.
Rather than fire their pistols that night in 2018, two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer, 25, as he thrashed on the floor. Stelzer stopped breathing, and the officers could not revive him. The local prosecutor determined they had handled the situation appropriately and would have been justified in shooting Stelzer because he presented a lethal threat.
While the officers were relieved to have saved the woman's life, they also wrestled with killing a man despite doing their best to avoid it.
"As the time went by after the incident, you know, it wasn't lost on me that he was someone's son, someone's brother," Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon said. "And I'm sorry that he died. You know, it wasn't our intention."
Lack of accountability
Understanding how and why people die after force can be difficult. Information is often scarce or government at all levels won't share what it has.
In 2000, Congress started trying to get the Justice Department to track deaths involving law enforcement. The department has acknowledged its data is incomplete, blames spotty reporting from police departments, and does not make whatever information exists publicly available.
Mortality data maintained by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also has gaps. The AP found that when a death certificate does not list words like "police" and "law enforcement," the CDC's language-reading software doesn't label the death as involving "legal intervention." This means the death data flagged police involvement in, at most, 34% of the more than 1,000 deaths the investigation identified.
Among the mislabeled deaths is that of Daniel Prude, a 41-year-old Black man. He died in 2020 while restrained and covered with a spit hood in Rochester, New York. The high-profile incident was caught on video, but while his death certificate noted "physical restraint," it made no direct mention of police.
The CDC recognizes the data undercounts police-involved deaths, but says it wasn't primarily intended to flag them. Staff lack the time or resources to corroborate death certificate details, officials said.
In 2017, leading pathologists recommended adding a checkbox to the U.S. standard death certificate to identify deaths involving law enforcement -- as is already done with tobacco use and pregnancy. They argued better data could help inform better practices and prevent deaths. However, the proposal hasn't gained traction.
"This is a long-standing, not-very-secret secret about the problem here: We know very little," said Georgetown University law professor Christy Lopez, who until 2017 led the Justice Department office that investigates law enforcement agencies over excessive force.
Meanwhile, laws in states like Pennsylvania, Alabama and Delaware block the release of most, if not all, information. And in other places, such as Iowa, departments can choose what they wish to release, even to family members like Sandra Jones.
Jones' husband, Brian Hays, 56, had battled an addiction to painkillers since injuring his shoulder at a factory job. She last saw him alive one September night in 2015 after he called 911 because his mental health and methamphetamine use was making him delusional. Officers who arrived at their home in Muscatine, Iowa, ordered her to leave.
The next morning, a hospital contacted Jones to say Hays was there. As Hays was on life support, doctors told her that he had several Taser marks on his body and scrapes on his face and knees, she recalled. Neighbors also said they had seen Hays run out of the house, clad only in boxer shorts, and make it around the corner before officers caught him.
When Jones set out to unravel what happened, she said, police wouldn't hand over their reports. A detective later told her officers had shocked Hays and tied his feet before he went into cardiac arrest. She couldn't glean why that much force was necessary.
In time, Jones managed to get the autopsy report from the medical examiner's office, confirming the force and a struggle. But an attorney told her winning a lawsuit to pry out more information was unlikely. Hays' death didn't even make the local news.
"All I know is, something terrible happened that night," she said. "I have pictured him laying on that cement road more times than I can tell you. I picture him there, struggling to breathe."
___
This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes the Lethal Restraint interactive story, database and the documentary, "Documenting Police Use Of Force," premiering April 30 on PBS.
___
Contributing to this story were Thalia Beaty, Martha Bellisle, Jacques Billeaud, Michael Catalini, Brett Chambers, Mary Dalrymple, Trenton Daniel, Kristin M. Hall, Roxana Hegeman, Carla K. Johnson, Angeliki Kastanis, Denise Lavoie, Andy Lemberger, Brian McDonnell, Aaron Morrison, Sean Mussenden, Serginho Roosblad, Rhonda Shafner, Taylor Stevens, Mitch Weiss and Helen Wieffering. 
___
To view stories by journalists at the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs, go here.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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UN top court orders Israel to open more land crossings for aid into Gaza

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Destroyed buildings stand in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An effigy of Hamas leader Yehya Sinwar hangs off the balcony of an apartment under the sign "Not Wanted" in Jerusalem on Thursday, March 28, 2024. Israel says Sinwar is the mastermind of Hamas' deadly cross-border attack on Oct. 7 and says he remains in hiding in Gaza. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Catholic clergy hold candles as they walk during the Washing of the Feet procession at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, where many Christians believe Jesus was crucified, buried, and rose from the dead, in the Old City of Jerusalem, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The top United Nations court on Thursday ordered Israel to take measures to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza, including opening more land crossings to allow food, water, fuel and other supplies into the war-ravaged enclave.
The International Court of Justice issued two new so-called provisional measures in a case brought by South Africa accusing Israel of acts of genocide in its military campaign launched after the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas. Israel denies it is committing genocide. It says its military campaign is self defense and aimed at Hamas, not the Palestinian people.
Thursday's order came after South Africa sought more provisional measures, including a cease-fire, citing starvation in Gaza. Israel urged the court not to issue new orders.
In its legally binding order, the court told Israel to take measures "without delay" to ensure "the unhindered provision" of basic services and humanitarian assistance, including food, water, fuel and medical supplies.

    


It also ordered Israel to immediately ensure that its military does not take action that could that could harm Palestinians' rights under the Genocide Convention, including by preventing the delivery of humanitarian assistance.




The court told Israel to report back in a month on its implementation of the orders.
Israel declared war in response to a bloody cross-border attack by Hamas on Oct. 7 in which 1,200 people were killed and 250 others were taken hostage. Israel responded with a campaign of airstrikes and a ground offensive that have left over 32,000 Palestinians dead, according to local health authorities. The fighting also displaced over 80% of Gaza's population and caused widespread damage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.N. and international aid agencies say virtually the entire Gaza population is struggling to get enough food, with hundreds of thousands of people on the brink of famine, especially in hard-hit northern Gaza.

    


South Africa welcomed Thursday's decision, calling it "significant."
"The fact that Palestinian deaths are not solely caused by bombardment and ground attacks, but also by disease and starvation, indicates a need to protect the group's right to exist," the South African president said in a statement.
Israel's Foreign Ministry had no immediate comment on the order.
In a written response earlier this month to South Africa's request for more measures, Israel said the claims by South Africa were "wholly unfounded," "morally repugnant" and "an abuse both of the Genocide Convention and of the Court itself."
After initially sealing Gaza's borders in the early days of the war, Israel began to permit entry of humanitarian supplies. It says it places no restrictions on the amount of humanitarian aid allowed into Gaza and accuses the United Nations of failing to properly organize the deliveries.
The U.N. and international aid groups say deliveries have been impeded by Israeli military restrictions, ongoing hostilities and the breakdown of public order.
Israel has been working with international partners on a plan to soon begin deliveries of aid by sea.

    


Israel has repeatedly feuded with the United Nations, particularly UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees and main provider of aid in Gaza. Israel accuses the agency of tolerating and even cooperating with Hamas -- a charge UNRWA denies.
The court said in its order that "Palestinians in Gaza are no longer facing only a risk of famine ... but that famine is setting in." It cited a report from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs that said at least 31 people, including 27 children, have already died of malnutrition and dehydration.
The world court said earlier orders imposed on Israel after landmark hearings in South Africa's case "do not fully address the consequences arising from the changes in the situation" in Gaza.
On Tuesday, the army said it inspected 258 aid trucks, but only 116 were distributed within Gaza by the U.N.
COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of Palestinian civilian affairs, has also run pilot programs to inspect the humanitarian aid at Israel's main checkpoints in the south and then use land crossings in central Gaza to try to bring aid to the devastated northern part of the Strip. The agency had no immediate comment on the ICJ ruling.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Doctors visiting a Gaza hospital are stunned by the war's toll on Palestinian children

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An international team of doctors visiting a hospital in central Gaza was prepared for the worst. But the gruesome impact Israel's war with Hamas is having on Palestinian children still left them stunned.
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    [image: Pediatrician Tanya Haj-Hassan, examines wounded Gazan children at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza. Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Doctors perform surgery on a patient at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza, Sunday, March 17, 2024. An international team of doctors has been working the past two weeks at the facility amid shortages of supplies. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Pediatrician Tanya Haj-Hassan, center, examines wounded children at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza. Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: FILE - Palestinians wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)]
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[image: Pediatrician Tanya Haj-Hassan, left, examines wounded children at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza. Saturday, March 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Doctors perform surgery on a patient at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza. Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: FILE - Palestinians wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)]
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza (AP) -- An international team of doctors visiting a hospital in central Gaza was prepared for the worst. But the gruesome impact Israel's war against Hamas is having on Palestinian children still left them stunned.
One toddler died from a brain injury caused by an Israeli strike that fractured his skull. His cousin, an infant, is still fighting for her life with part of her face blown off by the same strike.
An unrelated 10-year-old boy screamed out in pain for his parents, not knowing that they were killed in the strike. Beside him was his sister, but he didn't recognize her because burns covered almost her entire body.
These gut-wrenching casualties were described to The Associated Press by Tanya Haj-Hassan, a pediatric intensive-care doctor from Jordan, following a 10-hour overnight shift at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the town of Deir al-Balah.

    


Haj-Hassan, who has extensive experience in Gaza and regularly speaks out about the war's devastating effects, was part of a team that recently finished a two-week stint there.




After nearly six months of war, Gaza's health sector has been decimated. Roughly a dozen of Gaza's 36 hospitals are only partially functioning. The rest have either shut down or are barely functioning after they ran out of fuel and medicine, were surrounded and raided by Israeli troops, or were damaged in fighting.
That leaves hospitals such as Al-Aqsa Martyrs caring for an overwhelming number of patients with limited supplies and staff. The majority of its intensive care unit beds are occupied by children, including infants wrapped in bandages and wearing oxygen masks.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Doctors visiting a Gaza hospital are stunned by the war's toll on Palestinian children.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a visit by an international team of doctors to a hospital in Gaza.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I spend most of my time here resuscitating children," Haj-Hassan said after a recent shift. "What does that tell you about every other hospital in the Gaza Strip?"
A different team of international doctors working at Al-Aqsa Martyrs in January stayed at a nearby guesthouse. But because of a recent surge of Israeli Israel strikes nearby, Haj-Hassan and her co-workers stayed in the hospital itself.

    


That gave them a painfully vivid look at the strain the hospital has come under as the number of patients keeps rising, said Arvind Das, the team leader in Gaza for the International Rescue Committee. His organization and Medical Aid for Palestinians organized the visit by Haj-Hassan and others.
Mustafa Abu Qassim, a nurse from Jordan who was part of the visiting team, said he was shocked by the overcrowding.
"When we look for patients, there are no rooms," he said. "They are in the corridors on a bed, a mattress, or on a blanket on the floor."
Before the war, the hospital had a capacity of around 160 beds, according to the World Health Organization. Now there are some 800 patients, yet many of the hospital's 120 staff members are no longer able to come to work. 
Health care workers face the same daily struggle as others in Gaza in finding food for their families and trying to ensure some safety for them. Many bring their children with them to the hospital to keep them close, Abu Qassim said.

    


"It's just miserable," he said.
Thousands of people driven from their homes by the war are also living in the hospital grounds, hoping it will be safe. Hospitals have special protections under international law, though those protections can be removed if combatants use them for military purposes. 
Israel has alleged that hospitals serve as command centers, weapons storage facilities and hideouts for Hamas, but has presented little visual evidence. Hamas has denied the allegations. Israel has been carrying out a large-scale operation in Gaza's largest hospital, Shifa, for the past week.
Israeli troops have not raided or besieged Al-Aqsa Martyrs but have attacked surrounding areas, sometimes striking close to the hospital. In January, many doctors, patients, and displaced Palestinians fled the hospital after a flurry of strikes.
Israel's bombardment and offensive in Gaza have killed more than 32,000 Palestinians and wounded nearly 75,000 more in the territory of 2.3 million people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The count does not differentiate between combatants and civilians, but the ministry says about two-thirds of those killed have been women and children.

    


Roughly half of Gaza's 2.3 million people are 17 or younger, the U.N.'s agency for children estimates.
Israel holds Hamas responsible for non-combatants' deaths and injuries because the militants in Gaza operate from within civilian areas. It says over one-third of the dead are Hamas militants, though it has not backed up the claim with evidence. 
The war was triggered on Oct. 7 by Hamas and other militants who attacked southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people and taking some 250 hostages. The Israeli government believes around 100 hostages being held in Gaza are still alive.
In the early stages of the war, Israel severely limited the entry of food, fuel and medical supplies into Gaza. While the flow of aid has increased -- and Israel says there are no longer any limits -- the international community has called on Israel to let in more.

    


Aid groups say complicated inspection procedures at the border, continued fighting, and a breakdown in public order have caused massive slowdowns in convoys. Israel accuses the U.N. of disorganization.
The result has been catastrophic, with hospital staff struggling to cope with a shortage of spare parts to maintain medical equipment. Al-Aqsa Martyrs has also been short on anesthetics, meaning surgeries and other procedures are frequently performed without painkillers.
Haj-Hassan says there is only one way to end Gaza's health care crisis.
"They need the war to stop," she said.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaza-aqsa-martyrs-hospital-health-care-israel-7c7a6117efae29e22a61e82151144613



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cargo ship had engine maintenance in port before it collided with Baltimore bridge, officials say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police officers who were warned a ship that lost its steering was headed toward the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore had only about 90 seconds to stop traffic before the bridge collapsed early Tuesday.
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            Ship that collapsed Baltimore bridge was carrying hazardous materials, officials say

        
        
            The cargo ship that caused the Baltimore bridge collapse was carrying hazardous materials, the National Transportation Safety Board said. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren)(AP production by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ship that collapsed Baltimore bridge was carrying hazardous materials, officials say
The cargo ship that caused the Baltimore bridge collapse was carrying hazardous materials, the National Transportation Safety Board said. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren)(AP production by Javier Arciga)
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            Investigation of Baltimore bridge collapse picks up speed as divers recover 2 bodies from water
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            Maryland Governor says Baltimore bridge collapse has 'huge economic impact' for entire country

        
        
            Maryland Governor Wes Moore is highlighting the importance of the collapsed of the Francis Scott Key Bridge to the U.S. economy and says it is "imperative" to get the port of Baltimore up and running as quickly as possible


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Maryland Governor says Baltimore bridge collapse has 'huge economic impact' for entire country
Maryland Governor Wes Moore is highlighting the importance of the collapsed of the Francis Scott Key Bridge to the U.S. economy and says it is "imperative" to get the port of Baltimore up and running as quickly as possible
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            Economic worries follow Baltimore bridge collapse

        
        
            Economic worries are hitting home for many Baltimore-area residents after Tuesday's bridge collapse. (AP production by Rod Jussim)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Economic worries follow Baltimore bridge collapse
Economic worries are hitting home for many Baltimore-area residents after Tuesday's bridge collapse. (AP production by Rod Jussim)
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            Baltimore bridge collapses after powerless cargo ship rams into support column

        
        
            A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga) (Thumbnail image: Maxaar Technologies via AP)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Baltimore bridge collapses after powerless cargo ship rams into support column
A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga) (Thumbnail image: Maxaar Technologies via AP)
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            Baltimore Harbor Tunnel to absorb traffic after Key Bridge collapse

        
        
            The collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge is diverting driving and shipping around one of the busiest ports on America's East Coast. Baltimore Harbor Tunnel expected to absorb traffic.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Baltimore Harbor Tunnel to absorb traffic after Key Bridge collapse
The collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge is diverting driving and shipping around one of the busiest ports on America's East Coast. Baltimore Harbor Tunnel expected to absorb traffic.
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            Moment when a Baltimore bridge collapses after after powerless cargo ship rams into support column

        
        
            A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Moment when a Baltimore bridge collapses after after powerless cargo ship rams into support column
A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Parts of the Francis Scott Key Bridge remain after a container ship collided with one of the bridge's support Tuesday, March 26, 2024 in Baltimore. The major bridge in Baltimore snapped and collapsed after a container ship rammed into it early Tuesday, and several vehicles fell into the river below. Rescuers were searching for multiple people in the water. (WJLA via AP)]
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            Police had about 90 seconds to stop traffic before Baltimore bridge fell

        
        
            Police officers who were warned a ship that lost its steering was headed toward the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore had only about 90 seconds to stop traffic before the bridge collapsed early Tuesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Police had about 90 seconds to stop traffic before Baltimore bridge fell
Police officers who were warned a ship that lost its steering was headed toward the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore had only about 90 seconds to stop traffic before the bridge collapsed early Tuesday.
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            Transportation Sec. Buttigieg offers no timeline for bridge and port reopenings

        
        
            Transportation Secretary Buttigieg says it's too soon to say how long it will take to reopen the Port of Baltimore or replace the destroyed bridge. The U.S. Coast Guard says hazardous materials aboard the damaged ship pose no public safety threat.
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Transportation Secretary Buttigieg says it's too soon to say how long it will take to reopen the Port of Baltimore or replace the destroyed bridge. The U.S. Coast Guard says hazardous materials aboard the damaged ship pose no public safety threat.
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            Ships lining up outside Baltimore after bridge collapse closes port

        
        
            Ship traffic entering and leaving the Port of Baltimore has been suspended indefinitely after a cargo ship lost power and crashed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge causing it to collapse on Tuesday. Authorities say it is too soon to know how long it will take to reopen the port or replace the bridge.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ships lining up outside Baltimore after bridge collapse closes port
Ship traffic entering and leaving the Port of Baltimore has been suspended indefinitely after a cargo ship lost power and crashed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge causing it to collapse on Tuesday. Authorities say it is too soon to know how long it will take to reopen the port or replace the bridge.
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            Engineering expert says there's no way to protect a bridge completely from a huge ship strike

        
        
            An engineering expert says there would be no economically feasible way to protect a bridge from a large ship strike like what happened with Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore and he's not even sure it would perform successfully in a similar incident. (27 March 2024)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Engineering expert says there's no way to protect a bridge completely from a huge ship strike
An engineering expert says there would be no economically feasible way to protect a bridge from a large ship strike like what happened with Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore and he's not even sure it would perform successfully in a similar incident. (27 March 2024)



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    24
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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[image: A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 24 | A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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[image: People at Fort Mchenry view a container ship as it rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Police boats work around a cargo ship that is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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[image: Wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge is pictured on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. A cargo ship rammed into the major bridge Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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Wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge is pictured on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. A cargo ship rammed into the major bridge Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 24 | A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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[image: Shown is the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Dundalk, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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            12 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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[image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)
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In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)
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[image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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[image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge as dawn approaches on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge as dawn approaches on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge as dawn approaches on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge near sunrise on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge near sunrise on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: Boats work near wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | Boats work near wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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Boats work near wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge during a rainstorm on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge during a rainstorm on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge during a rainstorm on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: A Coast Gaurd cutter patrols in front of a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | A Coast Gaurd cutter patrols in front of a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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A Coast Gaurd cutter patrols in front of a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The cargo ship that lost power and crashed into a bridge in Baltimore underwent "routine engine maintenance" in port beforehand, the U.S. Coast Guard said Wednesday, as divers recovered the bodies of two of six workers who plunged into the water when it collapsed. The others were presumed dead, and officials said search efforts had been exhausted. 

Investigators began collecting evidence from the vessel a day after it struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge. The bodies of the two men were located in the morning inside a red pickup submerged in about 25 feet (7.6 meters) of water near the bridge's middle span, Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., superintendent of Maryland State Police, announced at an evening news conference. 

He identified the men as Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, who was from Mexico and living in Baltimore, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, who was from Guatemala and living in Dundalk, Maryland.

The victims, who were part of a construction crew fixing potholes on the bridge, were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, Butler said.

    
    Here's what to know:

	Victims: At least eight people went into the water. Two were rescued but the other six, part of a construction crew that had been filling potholes on the bridge, are missing and presumed dead.
	Investigation: The cargo ship, called Dali, lost power and issued a mayday call shortly before it rammed the bridge. The U.S. Coast Guard boarded the vessel Wednesday to collect evidence about the exact circumstances of the crash. 
	Impact: The collapse is diverting shipping and trucking around one of the busiest ports on America's East Coast, creating delays and raising costs in the latest disruption to global supply chains. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg says it's too soon to say how long it will take to reopen the port or replace the bridge.



    



Maryland Gov. Wes Moore addressed their families in Spanish during the news conference, saying, "Estamos contigo, ahora y siempre," which means, "we are with you, now and always." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Cargo ship had engine maintenance in port before it collided with Baltimore bridge, officials say.
    

    
    
    As the search for victims under a Baltimore bridge continues, survivors of previous bridge disasters shared their stories with the Associated Press. AP correspondent Jennifer King reports.

    


All search efforts have been exhausted, and based on sonar scans, authorities "firmly" believe the other vehicles with victims are encased in material from the collapsed bridge, Butler said. Divers are to resume searching once the debris is cleared. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Coast Guard Rear Admiral Shannon Gilreath said at the news conference that authorities were informed that the ship was going to undergo the maintenance.

"As far as the engine goes, we were not informed of any problems with the vessel," he said.

The Baltimore region has reeled from the sudden loss of a major transportation link that's part of the highway loop around the city. The disaster also closed the port, which is vital to the city's shipping industry.

National Transportation Safety Board officials boarded the ship to recover information from its electronics and paperwork and to interview the captain and other crew members, NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy said during a separate news conference. Twenty-three people, including two pilots, were on the ship when it crashed, she said.

The vessel was also carrying 56 containers of hazardous materials including corrosives, flammables and lithium ion batteries, Homendy said. She added that some containers were breached, and that a sheen on the water from those materials would be handled by authorities. 

    



Marcel Muise, NTSB investigator in charge, laid out a preliminary timeline assembled from the voyage data recorder comprising audio from the bridge and VHF radio ahead of the crash, which federal and state officials have said appeared to be an accident.

The vessel, the Dali, left port at 12:39 a.m. Tuesday and, after it entered the channel, signs of trouble came at about 1:25 a.m. when numerous alarms sounded, according to the NTSB. About a minute later, steering commands and rudder orders were issued, and at 1:26 a.m. and 39 seconds, a pilot made a general radio call for nearby tug boats.

Maryland Transportation Authority data from about the same time shows the pilot association dispatcher called the transportation authority's officer on duty about the blackout, the NTSB said. 

Just after 1:27 a.m., the pilot commanded the ship to drop an anchor on the left side of the ship and issued added steering commands. About 20 seconds later, the pilot issued a radio call reporting that the Dali had lost all power approaching the bridge.

    



At about that time, the state transportation officer on duty radioed two of its units already stationed at each end of the bridge saying to close the bridge to vehicle traffic. They were already there because of the construction. 

Around 1:29 a.m., when the ship was traveling at about 8 mph (13 kph), recordings for about 30 seconds picked up sounds consistent with it colliding with the bridge, the NTSB said. A Transportation Authority dash camera also shows lights on the bridge going out.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Cargo ship had engine maintenance in port before it collided with Baltimore bridge, officials say.
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the Biden administration is looking at rebuilding and reopening in Baltimore -- while warning of a long road ahead.

    


At 1:29 a.m. and 39 seconds, the pilot reported to the Coast Guard that the bridge was down. 

Muise said experts will review the entire voyage data recording and develop a detailed transcript.

At least eight people initially went into the water when the ship struck the bridge column, and two of them were rescued Tuesday, officials said. 

    



Traffic was still crossing the span as the ship approached, and some vehicles appeared to escape with only seconds to spare. The crash caused the bridge to break and fall into the water within seconds.

Authorities had just enough time to stop vehicle traffic. One officer parked sideways across the lanes and planned to drive onto the bridge to alert the construction crew once another officer arrived, but he did not get a chance.

The debris complicated the search for the workers, according to a Homeland Security memo described to The Associated Press by a law enforcement official who was not authorized to discuss details of the document or the investigation and spoke on condition of anonymity.

Gov. Moore said the divers faced dangerous conditions, among the mangled metal and low visibility. 

"They are down there in darkness where they can literally see about a foot in front of them," Moore said. 

The Dali, which is managed by Synergy Marine Group, was headed from Baltimore to Sri Lanka. It is owned by Grace Ocean Private Ltd., and Danish shipping giant Maersk said it had chartered it.

The vessel passed foreign port state inspections in June and September 2023. In the June inspection, a faulty monitor gauge for fuel pressure was rectified before departure, Singapore's port authority said.

The ship was traveling under a Singapore flag, and officials there said they will conduct their own investigation in addition to supporting U.S. authorities.

    



The sudden loss of a highway that carries 30,000 vehicles a day and the port disruption will affect not only thousands of dockworkers and commuters but also U.S. consumers who are likely to feel the impact of shipping delays.

"A lot of people don't realize how important the port is just to everything," said Cat Watson, who used the bridge to get to work every day and lives close enough that she was awakened by the collision. "We're going to be feeling it for a very long time."

Baltimore is a busy entry point for vehicles made in Germany, Mexico, Japan and the United Kingdom, along with coal and farm equipment.

Ship traffic has been suspended indefinitely. Windward Maritime, a maritime risk-management company, said its data shows a large increase in ships that are waiting for a port to go to, with some anchored outside Baltimore or nearby Annapolis.

At the White House, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said the Biden administration was focused on reopening the port and rebuilding the bridge, which was completed in 1977. He did not put a timeline on those efforts, while noting that the original bridge took five years to construct. 

Buttigieg also planned to meet Thursday with supply chain officials.

    



Barges, including some with cranes, were on their way to help remove the wreckage, Gilreath said.

Homendy said the NTSB investigation could take 12 to 24 months but the agency may issue urgent safety recommendations sooner. A preliminary report should come in two to four weeks.

"It's a massive undertaking for an investigation," Homendy said. 

From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collisions, according to the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Police had about 90 seconds to stop traffic before Baltimore bridge fell. 6 workers are feared dead.
    

    
    
    This is sound of first responders at the Key Bridge in Maryland is captured by Broadcastify.

    


___

Witte reported from Dundalk, Maryland. Associated Press journalists around the world contributed to this report, including Nathan Ellgren, Colleen Long, Sarah Brumfield, Rebecca Santana, Jake Offenhartz, Joshua Goodman, Ben Finley, Claudia Lauer, Juliet Linderman, Josh Boak, David McHugh, John Seewer, Michael Kunzelman, Mike Catalini, Sarah Rankin and Lisa Baumann.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baltimore-key-bridge-collapse-03-27-2024-6a95340e5daeff6551fc999d23feb278
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Fallen crypto mogul Sam Bankman-Fried sentenced to 25 years in prison
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Crypto entrepreneur Sam Bankman-Fried was sentenced Thursday to 25 years in prison for a massive fraud on hundreds of thousands of customers that unraveled with the collapse of FTX, once one of the world's most popular platforms for exchanging digital currency.

U.S. District Judge Lewis A. Kaplan delivered a blistering analysis of Bankman-Fried and his crimes before announcing a sentence that was half of what prosecutors sought and less than a quarter of the 105 years recommended by the court's Probation officers.

"There is absolutely no doubt that Mr. Bankman-Fried's name right now is pretty much mud around the world," Kaplan said of the 32-year-old man who once seemed atop the cryptocurrency world before his businesses collapsed in November 2022, leaving customers, investors and lenders short over $11 billion, which the judge ordered him to forfeit.





He was convicted in November of fraud and conspiracy -- a dramatic fall from a crest of success that included a Super Bowl advertisement and celebrity endorsements from stars like quarterback Tom Brady, basketball star Stephen Curry and comedian Larry David.

Kaplan imposed the sentence in the same Manhattan courtroom where, four months previously, Bankman-Fried testified that he had intended to revolutionize the emerging cryptocurrency market with his innovative and altruistic ideas, not steal. The judge said Bankman-Fried repeatedly committed perjury when he told lies from the witness stand. 

    



Kaplan said the sentence reflected "that there is a risk that this man will be in position to do something very bad in the future. And it's not a trivial risk at all." He added that it was "for the purpose of disabling him to the extent that can appropriately be done for a significant period of time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Kaplan said he would advise the Federal Bureau of Prisons to send Bankman-Fried to a medium-security prison near San Francisco because his notoriety, his association with vast wealth, his autism and social awkwardness are likely to make him especially vulnerable at a high-security facility.

    



Assistant U.S. Attorney Nicolas Roos had recommended a prison sentence of 40 to 50 years, saying it was the only way to ensure "the defendant doesn't do it again."

"The defendant victimized tens of thousands of people and companies, across several continents, over a period of multiple years. He stole money from customers who entrusted it to him; he lied to investors; he sent fabricated documents to lenders; he pumped millions of dollars in illegal donations into our political system; and he bribed foreign officials. Each of these crimes is worthy of a lengthy sentence," prosecutors had said in a court filing.

Prosecutors said Bankman-Fried misappropriated billions of dollars to fuel his quest for influence and dominance in the new industry, and had illegally used money from FTX depositors to cover his expenses, which included purchasing luxury properties in the Caribbean, bribes to Chinese officials and private planes.

Kaplan agreed with prosecutors Thursday that Bankman-Fried should not get leniency just because some investors and customers might get some of their losses back. He noted that customers lost about $8 billion, investors lost $1.7 billion and lenders were shorted by $1.3 billion.

Given a chance to speak, Bankman-Fried stood and apologized in a rambling statement, saying: "A lot of people feel really let down. And they were very let down. And I'm sorry about that. I'm sorry about what happened at every stage." 

    



He added, "My useful life is probably over. It's been over for a while now, from before my arrest."

Bankman-Fried, wearing his khaki-colored prison uniform and chained at the ankles, seemed to briefly get emotional as he spoke for about 20 minutes, expressing regret about "a lot of mistakes" but casting some of the blame onto others. His trademark messy and bushy hair had returned from the trimmer look he displayed at trial.

The judge later criticized those remarks, saying he expressed "never a word of remorse for the commission of terrible crimes."

Defense lawyer Marc Mukasey said his client was misunderstood.

    



"Sam was not a ruthless financial serial killer who set out every morning to hurt people," Mukasey said. "Sam Bankman-Fried doesn't make decisions with malice in his heart. He makes decisions with math in his head."

Bankman-Fried's attorneys, friends and family had urged leniency, saying he was unlikely to re-offend again. They also said FTX's investors have largely recovered their funds -- a claim disputed by bankruptcy lawyers, FTX and its creditors.

"Mr. Bankman-Fried continues to live a life of delusion," wrote John Ray, the CEO of FTX who has been cleaning up the bankrupt company. "The 'business' he left on November 11, 2022 was neither solvent nor safe."

Two weeks ago, Mukasey attacked a probation office recommendation of 105 years in prison, saying a sentence of that length would be "grotesque" and "barbaric."

He urged the judge to sentence Bankman-Fried to a term of five to 6 1/2 years in prison, which Mukasey said was a fair reading of federal sentencing guidelines.

    



Bankman-Fried was worth billions of dollars on paper as the co-founder and CEO of FTX, which was the second-largest cryptocurrency exchange in the world at one time.

FTX allowed investors to buy dozens of virtual currencies, from Bitcoin to more obscure ones like Shiba Inu Coin. Flush with billions of dollars of investors' cash, Bankman-Fried took out a Super Bowl advertisement to promote his business and bought the naming rights to an arena in Miami.

But the collapse of cryptocurrency prices in 2022 took its toll on FTX, and ultimately led to its downfall. FTX's hedge fund affiliate, known as Alameda Research, had bought billions of dollars of various crypto investments that lost considerable amounts of value in 2022. Bankman-Fried tried to plug the holes in Alameda's balance sheet with FTX customer funds.

Three other people from Bankman-Fried's inner circle pleaded guilty to related crimes and testified at his trial.

The biggest name among the three was Caroline Ellison, once the girlfriend of Bankman-Fried. Ellison described Bankman-Fried as a calculating individual who knew that he was likely committing crimes when he directed the use of customer funds. Two other onetime friends of Bankman-Fried, Gary Wang and Nishad Singh, also testified they felt they were directed by Bankman-Fried to commit fraud.
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Biden's fundraiser with Obama and Clinton nets a record high $25 million, his campaign says
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A fundraiser for President Joe Biden on Thursday in New York City that also stars Barack Obama and Bill Clinton is raising a whopping $25 million, setting a record for the biggest haul for a political event, his campaign said. 
The eye-popping amount was a major show of Democratic support for Biden at a time of persistently low poll numbers. The president will test the power of the campaign cash as he faces off with presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, who has already proved with his 2016 win over Democrat Hillary Clinton that he didn't need to raise the most money to seize the presidency.
The Radio City Music Hall event will be a gilded exclamation mark on a recent burst of presidential campaign travel. Biden has visited several political battlegrounds in the three weeks since his State of the Union address served as a rallying cry for his reelection bid. The event also brings together more than three decades of Democratic leadership.

    


Obama hitched a ride from Washington to New York aboard Air Force One with Biden. They waved as they descended the plane's steps at John F. Kennedy International Airport and got into the motorcade for the ride into Manhattan. Clinton was expected to meet the other two presidents at the event.




The hourslong fundraiser has different tiers of access depending on donors' generosity. The centerpiece is an onstage conversation with the three presidents, moderated by late-night talk show host Stephen Colbert. There's also a lineup of musical performers -- Queen Latifah, Lizzo, Ben Platt, Cynthia Erivo and Lea Michele -- that will be hosted by actress Mindy Kaling. Thousands are expected, and tickets are as low as $225.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More money gets donors more intimate time with the presidents. A photo with all three is $100,000. A donation of $250,000 earns donors access to one reception, and $500,000 gets them into an even more exclusive gathering.

    


"But the party doesn't stop there," according to the campaign. First lady Jill Biden and DJ D-Nice are hosting an after-party at Radio City Music Hall with 500 guests. 
Obama and Clinton are helping Biden expand his already significant cash advantage over Trump. Biden had $155 million in cash on hand through the end of February, compared with $37 million for Trump and his Save America political action committee.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden fundraiser with Obama and Clinton nets a record high $25 million, the campaign says.
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports a glitzy Biden campaign fundraiser tonight in New York is set to smash a record.

    

The $25 million tally for the New York City event Thursday includes money from supporters who handed over cash in the weeks ahead of the fundraiser for a chance to attend. It's raising $5 million more than Trump raised during February. 
"This historic raise is a show of strong enthusiasm for President Biden and Vice President Harris and a testament to the unprecedented fundraising machine we've built," said campaign co-chair Jeffrey Katzenberg. "Unlike our opponent, every dollar we're raising is going to reach the voters who will decide this election -- communicating the president's historic record, his vision for the future and laying plain the stakes of this election."

    


Trump has kept a low profile in recent weeks, partially because of courtroom appearances for various legal cases, the bills for which he's paying with funds from donors. He is also expected to be in the area on Thursday, attending the Long Island wake of a New York City police officer who was shot and killed during a traffic stop in Queens. 
His next political rally is scheduled for Tuesday in Green Bay, Wisconsin. Some Republican leaders have become concerned that his campaign doesn't have the infrastructure ready for a general election battle with Biden. 
Steven Cheung, a Trump campaign spokesperson, dismissed the import of Biden's Thursday fundraiser.
"Crooked Joe is so mentally deficient that he needs to trot out some retreads like Clinton and Obama," he said. 
Leon Panetta, who served in top positions under Clinton and Obama, described the fundraiser as an important moment for Biden's campaign.
"What it does, first and foremost, is to broaden and reinforce the support of all Democrats," he said. 

    


Panetta said Clinton and Obama, both known as effective political communicators, could help Biden develop a better pitch for his reelection.
"I can't think of two people who would be better at putting together that kind of message," he said.
Obama's attendance on Thursday is a reminder of his role in boosting Biden's reelection. A joint fundraiser with Biden and Obama raised nearly $3 million in December. And people who served in the Obama administration are also raising money for Biden, scheduling their own event on April 11.
"Consider what you'll donate this cycle and do it now," said an email that went out to a network of people. "Early money is far more valuable to the campaign."
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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Trump's team cites First Amendment in contesting charges in Georgia election interference case

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The judge in the Georgia election interference case against former President Donald Trump and others is holding a hearing on pretrial motions. Trump's lawyers argue the charges against him seek to criminalize political speech that is protected by the First Amendment. 
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    [image: Judge Scott McAfee addresses the lawyers during a hearing on charges against former President Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case on Thursday, March 28, 2024 in Atlanta. Lawyers for Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. (Dennis Byron/Hip Hop Enquirer via AP)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The charges against Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that the First Amendment protects, a lawyer for the former president said Thursday as he argued that the indictment should be dismissed.
The hearing before Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee was on a filing from Trump and on two pretrial motions by co-defendant David Shafer and centered on technical legal arguments. It marked something of a return to normalcy after the case was rocked by allegations that District Attorney Fani Willis improperly benefited from her relationship with Nathan Wade, a special prosecutor hired for the case. 
"There is nothing alleged factually against President Trump that is not political speech," Trump's lead lawyer, Steve Sadow, told the judge. Sadow said a sitting president expressing concerns about an election is "the height of political speech" and that is protected even if what was said ended up being false.

    


Prosecutor Donald Wakeford countered that Trump's statements are not protected by the First Amendment because they were integral to criminal activity.




"It's not just that they were false. It's not that the defendant has been hauled into a courtroom because the prosecution doesn't like what he said," Wakeford said, adding that Trump is free to express his opinion and make legitimate protests. "What he is not allowed to do is to employ his speech and his expression and his statements as part of a criminal conspiracy to violate Georgia's RICO statute, to impersonate public officers, to file false documents, to make false statements to the government." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Willis used Georgia's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations law, an expansive anti-racketeering statute, to charge Trump and 18 others with allegedly participating in a wide-ranging conspiracy to overturn the state's 2020 election results.

    


Most of the charges against Shafer, a former state Republican Party chairman, have to do with his involvement in the casting of Electoral College votes for Trump by a group of Georgia Republicans even though the state's election had been certified in favor of Democrat Joe Biden. The charges against Shafer include impersonating a public officer, forgery, false statements and writings, and attempting to file false documents.
His lawyer, Craig Gillen, argued that the activity Shafer engaged in was lawful at the time and that Schafer was acting in accordance with requirements of the Electoral Count Act. Because a legal challenge to the presidential election results was pending on Dec. 14, 2020, when it came time for electors to meet to cast Georgia's electoral votes, Gillen said it was up to Congress to determine whether a Democratic or Republican slate of electors should be counted for the state. He said that means Shafer and the other Republicans who met to cast electoral votes were acting properly.
Gillen said the accusation that Shafer and others were impersonating a public officer, namely a presidential elector, does not hold water because electors are not considered public officers. Prosecutor Will Wooten argued that a presidential elector is clearly an office created by law and that Shafer and others were charged because they falsely presented themselves as the state's official presidential electors.

    


Gillen also asked that three phrases be struck from the indictment: "duly elected and qualified presidential electors," "false Electoral College votes" and "lawful electoral votes." He said those phrases are used to assert that the Democratic slate of electors was valid and the Republican slate was not. He said those are "prejudicial legal conclusions" about issues that should be decided by the judge or by the jury at trial.
Wooten opposed the move, saying "every allegation in an indictment is a legal conclusion." 
Trump and the others were indicted last year, accused of participating in a scheme to try to illegally overturn the 2020 presidential election in Georgia, which the Republican incumbent narrowly lost to Biden. 

    


All the defendants were charged with violating the anti-racketeering law, along with other alleged crimes. Four people charged in the case have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. Trump and the others have pleaded not guilty. No trial date has been set. Willis has asked that the trial begin in August.
The allegations that Willis engaged in an improper relationship were explored over several days in an evidentiary hearing last month that delved into intimate details of Willis' and Wade's personal lives. The judge rejected defense efforts to remove Willis and her office as long as Wade stepped aside. But McAfee did give the defendants permission to seek a review of his decision from the state Court of Appeals.
Also this month, the judge dismissed six of the 41 counts in the indictment, including three against Trump, finding that prosecutors failed to provide enough detail about the alleged crimes. 
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Trump attends wake of a slain New York police officer as he goes after Biden over crime

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Saturday, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Trump will attend Thursday's wake of New York City Police Officer Jonathan Diller, who was fatally shot during a traffic stop on Monday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: FILE - A New York City Police Department ambulance carrying the remains of Officer Jonathan Diller drives out from under Jamaica Hospital Medical Center in New York, late Monday, March 25, 2024. Former President Donald Trump will attend Thursday's wake for Diller, who was gunned down in the line of duty. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by the New York City Police Department shows police officer Jonathan Diller, who was killed in the line of duty on Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. Former President Donald Trump will attend Thursday's wake for Diller, who was gunned down in the line of duty. (New York City Police Department via AP)]
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                                        MASSAPEQUA PARK, N.Y. (AP) -- Donald Trump attended Thursday's wake of a New York City police officer gunned down in the line of duty, as the presumptive Republican presidential nominee has made crime a focus of his third White House campaign and accused President Joe Biden of lacking toughness.
The visitation for Officer Jonathan Diller, who was fatally shot during a traffic stop on Monday, was being held in suburban Massapequa. Police said the 31-year-old Diller was shot below his bulletproof vest while approaching an illegally parked car in Queens. 
Diller, who was married and had a 1-year-old son, was rushed to a hospital, where he died.
Trump's visit comes as Biden was also in New York for a previously scheduled fundraiser with Democratic ex-presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. Trump's campaign made social media posts contrasting his visit with Biden's fundraiser.

    


Trump campaign spokesperson Steven Cheung, in a post on X, formerly known as Twitter, noted Trump's visit and said, "Meanwhile, the Three Stooges -- Biden, Obama, and Clinton -- will be at a glitzy fundraiser in the city with their elitist, out-of-touch celebrity benefactors."




White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Thursday that the president has spoken with New York City's mayor, but she said she didn't have any "private communications to share" when asked if Biden had spoken to the family of the officer who was killed. Jean-Pierre said the administration's hearts go out to the officer's family.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Speaking aboard Air Force One, she said that Biden has supported law enforcement throughout his entire career and took a dig at Trump's record. "Violent crime surged under the previous administration," Jean-Pierre said. "The Biden-Harris administration have done the polar opposite, taking decisive action from the very beginning to fund the police and achieving a historic reduction in crime."

    


Trump, who was accompanied by some of his senior campaign advisers on the visit, shook hands with New York Police Department Commissioner Edward Caban and Nassau County police and government officials as he entered the funeral home. 
Trump has deplored crime in heavily Democratic cities, called for shoplifters to be shot immediately and wants to immunize police officers from lawsuits for potential misconduct. But he's also demonized local prosecutors, the FBI and the Department of Justice over the criminal prosecutions he faces and the investigation while he was president into his first campaign's interactions with Russia.
He has also embraced those imprisoned for their roles on the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, when a mob of his angry supporters overran police lines and Capitol and local police officers were attacked and beaten.
Trump's campaign did not offer more details about his appearance or whether he planned to speak. 
"President Trump is moved by the invitation to join NYPD Officer Jonathan Diller's family and colleagues as they deal with his senseless and tragic death," Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said in a statement.

    


Massapequa and the surrounding South Shore towns have long been a popular destination for city police officers and firefighters looking to set down roots on Long Island. The road leading to the funeral home was painted with a thin blue line, a symbol used as a sign of police solidarity, and the road was flanked by American flags and American flags with a thin blue line.
Parked nearby were two pickup trucks with pro-Trump decals and flags bearing his "Make America Great Again" slogan. Dozens of supporters wearing Trump paraphernalia stood nearby in pouring rain.
The former president and his supporters sought a similar split screen with Biden earlier this month as they went after the president over crime and illegal immigration while both were campaigning in Georgia. Trump during his visit to the state met with the family of slain nursing student Laken Riley. An immigrant from Venezuela who entered the U.S. illegally is charged with her death.

    


Trump posted about Diller's death on his social media network Tuesday, offering prayers to Diller's family and appreciation for law enforcement. He also called the shooter a "thug" and noted that police said the shooter had numerous prior arrests, declaring that he "NEVER should have been let back out on the streets."
Diller was the first New York City police officer killed in the line of duty in two years.
The previous line-of-duty death was the fatal shooting of two New York City police officers, and the day after the second funeral, Biden visited the police department's headquarters and spoke to officers and top brass.
Biden has pledged that the federal government will work more closely with police to combat gun violence and crack down on illegal guns.
___
Price reported from New York. Associated Press writer Colleen Long aboard Air Force One contributed to this report.
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US changes how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. It's the first revision in 27 years

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani poses out front of her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani works in her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux) embargoed until 8:45 am tomorrow]
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[image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani smiles in her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: FILE - An envelope containing a 2020 census letter mailed to a U.S. resident is seen, April 5, 2020, in Detroit. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government on Thursday, March 28, 2024, changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers at ACCESS, the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services, help with meals for the Arab community in Dearborn, Mich., May 1, 2020. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government on Thursday, March 28, 2024, changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | FILE - Workers at ACCESS, the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services, help with meals for the Arab community in Dearborn, Mich., May 1, 2020. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government on Thursday, March 28, 2024, changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        US changes how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. It's the first revision in 27 years

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani poses out front of her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani works in her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux) embargoed until 8:45 am tomorrow]
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[image: Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani smiles in her office Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is announcing changes to how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. "It feels good to be seen," said Eskamani, whose parents are from Iran. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: FILE - An envelope containing a 2020 census letter mailed to a U.S. resident is seen, April 5, 2020, in Detroit. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government on Thursday, March 28, 2024, changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers at ACCESS, the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services, help with meals for the Arab community in Dearborn, Mich., May 1, 2020. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government on Thursday, March 28, 2024, changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government is changing how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort that federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage.
The revisions to the minimum categories on race and ethnicity, announced Thursday by the Office of Management and Budget, are the latest effort to label and define the people of the United States. This evolving process often reflects changes in social attitudes and immigration, as well as a wish for people in an increasingly diverse society to see themselves in the numbers produced by the federal government.
"You can't underestimate the emotional impact this has on people," said Meeta Anand, senior director for Census & Data Equity at The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights. "It's how we conceive ourselves as a society. ... You are seeing a desire for people to want to self-identify and be reflected in data so they can tell their own stories."

    


Under the revisions, questions about race and ethnicity that previously were asked separately on forms will be combined into a single question. That will give respondents the option to pick multiple categories at the same time, such as "Black," "American Indian" and "Hispanic." Research has shown that large numbers of Hispanic people aren't sure how to answer the race question when that question is asked separately because they understand race and ethnicity to be similar and they often pick "some other race" or do not answer the question.




A Middle Eastern and North African category will be added to the choices available for questions about race and ethnicity. People descended from places such as Lebanon, Iran, Egypt and Syria had been encouraged to identify as white, but now will have the option of identifying themselves in the new group. Results from the 2020 census, which asked respondents to elaborate on their backgrounds, suggest that 3.5 million residents identify as Middle Eastern and North African.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It feels good to be seen," said Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani, a Democrat from Orlando whose parents are from Iran. "Growing up, my family would check the 'white' box because we didn't know what other box reflected our family. Having representation like that, it feels meaningful."

    


The changes also strike from federal forms the words "Negro" and "Far East," now widely regarded as pejorative, as well as the terms "majority" and "minority," because they fail to reflect the nation's complex racial and ethnic diversity, some officials say. The revisions also encourage the collection of detailed race and ethnicity data beyond the minimum standards, such as "Haitian" or "Jamaican" for someone who checks "Black."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US changes how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity. It's the first revision in 27 years.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on changes in how the U.S. government categorizes its people by race and ethnicity.

    

The changes to the standards were hammered out over two years by a group of federal statisticians and bureaucrats who prefer to stay above the political fray. But the revisions have long-term implications for legislative redistricting, civil rights laws, health statistics, and possibly even politics as the number of people categorized as white is reduced.

    


Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP nominee for president, recently alluded to arguments made by people who allege Democrats are promoting illegal immigration to weaken the power of white people. As president, Trump unsuccessfully tried to disqualify people who were in the United States illegally from being included in the 2020 census. 
Momentum for changing the race and ethnicity categories grew during the Obama administration in the mid-2010s, but was halted after Trump became president in 2017. It was revived after Democratic President Joe Biden took office in 2021.
The changes will be reflected in data collection, forms, surveys and the once-a-decade census questionnaires put out by the federal government, as well as in state governments and the private sector because businesses, universities and other groups usually follow Washington's lead. Federal agencies have 18 months to submit a plan on how they will put the changes in place.

    


The first federal standards on race and ethnicity were produced in 1977 to provide consistent data across agencies and come up with figures that could help enforce civil rights laws. They were last updated in 1997 when five minimum race categories were delineated -- American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander and white; respondents could pick more than one race. The minimum ethnic categories were grouped separately as not Hispanic or Hispanic or Latino.
The interagency group that worked on the latest revisions noted that categories are sociopolitical constructs, and race and ethnicity are not defined biologically or genetically.
Racial and ethnic categories used by the U.S. government reflect their times. 

    


In 1820, the category "Free Colored People" was added to the decennial census to reflect the increase in free Black people. In 1850, the term "Mulatto" was added to the census to capture people of mixed heritage. American Indians were not explicitly counted in the census until 1860. Following years of immigration from China, "Chinese" was included in the 1870 census. There was not a formal question about Hispanic origin until the 1980 census. 
Not everyone is on board with the latest revisions.
Some Afro Latinos feel that combining the race and ethnicity question will reduce their numbers and representation in the data, though previous research by the U.S. Census Bureau did not find significant differences among Afro Latino responses when the questions were asked separately or together.
Mozelle Ortiz, for instance, is of mixed Afro Puerto Rican descent. She feels the changes could eliminate that identity, even though people can choose more than one answer once the race and ethnicity questions are combined.
"My entire lineage, that of my Black Puerto Rican grandmother's and all other non-white Spanish speaking peoples, will be erased," Ortiz wrote the interagency group.
Others are unhappy about how some groups of people such as Armenians or Arabs from Sudan and Somalia were not included in the examples used to define people of Middle Eastern or North African background.
Maya Berry, executive director of the Arab American Institute, said that while she was "incredibly happy" with the new category, that enthusiasm was tempered by the omissions.
"It is not reflective of the racial diversity of our community," Berry said. "And it's wrong."
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/race-ethnicity-census-bureau-hispanics-0b2c325b683efd95e8e8e24235654abd
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Schools in the path of April's total solar eclipse prepare for a natural teaching moment

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The total solar eclipse expected on April 8 already is inspiring school lessons in science, literacy and culture. (AP Video: Patrick Orsagos)
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    [image: Alex Impion, 12, shines a flashlight on a model moon held by Necmeddin Aljabri, 8, at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland on March 14, 2024. The two were learning about the upcoming total solar eclipse, a topic that has challenged and inspired teachers in and near the eclipse's path. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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[image: Students don eclipse viewing glasses in Cleveland elementary school teacher Nancy Morris' classroom on March 14, 2014 for a lesson on the upcoming total solar eclipse. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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[image: Second-grade student Jose Byrd (black t-shirt with sun) and classmates try out eclipse viewing glasses that they decorated at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland on March 14, 2024. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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[image: Seventh-grade student Henry Cohen wears a shirt picturing the solar system as he takes part in activities at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland in preparation for the upcoming total eclipse of the sun. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | Seventh-grade student Henry Cohen wears a shirt picturing the solar system as he takes part in activities at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland in preparation for the upcoming total eclipse of the sun. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8
Seventh-grade student Henry Cohen wears a shirt picturing the solar system as he takes part in activities at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland in preparation for the upcoming total eclipse of the sun. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)
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[image: Abdulrahman Aljabri, 14, uses a flashlight as students experiment with shadows at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland on March 14, 2024. Students are learning about the upcoming total solar eclipse, a topic that has challenged and inspired teachers in and near the eclipse's path. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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[image: Second-grade teacher Denise Novak watches students decorate eclipse viewing glasses at Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland on March 14, 2024. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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[image: Planetarium Director Mark Percy leads a lesson at the Williamsville North High School planetarium in Williamsville, N.Y., on March 18, 2024, in preparation for the upcoming total solar eclipse. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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Planetarium Director Mark Percy leads a lesson at the Williamsville North High School planetarium in Williamsville, N.Y., on March 18, 2024, in preparation for the upcoming total solar eclipse. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)
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[image: Students take in a lesson at the Williamsville North High School planetarium in Williamsville, N.Y., on March 18, 2024, in preparation for the upcoming total solar eclipse. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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Students take in a lesson at the Williamsville North High School planetarium in Williamsville, N.Y., on March 18, 2024, in preparation for the upcoming total solar eclipse. Teachers in or near the path of totality say they have worked to come up with educational and engaging lessons for the rare event. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- Seventh-grade student Henry Cohen bounced side to side in time to the Beatles' "Here Comes the Sun" playing in teacher Nancy Morris' classroom, swinging his arms open and closed across the planets pictured on his T-shirt.
Henry and other classmates at Cleveland's Riverside School were on their feet, dancing during a session of activities tied to April's total solar eclipse. Second-graders invited in for the lessons sat cross-legged on the floor, laughing as they modeled newly decorated eclipse viewing glasses. Dioramas with softball-sized model earths and moons and flashlight "suns" occupied desks and shelves around the room.
Henry said his shirt reflected his love of space, which he called "a cool mystery." The eclipse, he said, "is a one in a million chance and I'm glad I get to be here for it." 
For schools in or near the path of totality of the April 8 eclipse, the event has inspired lessons in science, literacy and culture. Some schools also are organizing group viewings for students to experience the awe of daytime darkness and learn about the astronomy behind it together. 

    


A hair out of the path of totality, the school system in Portville, New York, near the Pennsylvania line, plans to load its 500 seventh- through 12th-grade students onto buses and drive about 15 minutes into the path, to an old horse barn overlooking a valley. There, they will be able to trace the shadow of the eclipse as it arrives around 3:20 p.m. EDT. 




It required rearranging the hours of the school day to remain in session, but Superintendent Thomas Simon said staff did not want to miss out on the learning opportunity, especially at a time when when students experience so much of life through screens.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We want them to leave here that day feeling they're a very small part of a pretty magnificent planet that we live on, and world that we live in, and that there's some real amazing things that we can experience in the natural world," Simon said.

    


Schools in Cleveland and some other cities in the eclipse's path will be closed that day so that students aren't stuck on buses or in crowds of people expected to converge. At Riverside, Morris came up with a mix of crafts, games and models to educate and engage her students ahead of time.
"They really were not realizing what a big deal this was until we really started talking about it," Morris said.
Learning about phases of the moon and eclipses is built into every state's science standards, said Dennis Schatz, past president of the National Science Teaching Association. Some school systems have their own planetariums -- relics of the 1960s space race -- where students can take in educational shows about astronomy.
But there is no better lesson than the real thing, said Schatz, who encourages educators to use the eclipse as "a teachable moment."
Dallas science teachers Anita Orozco and Katherine Roberts plan to do just that at the Lamplighter School, arranging for the entire pre-K- through fourth-grade student body to watch it together outdoors. The teachers spent a Saturday in March at a teaching workshop at the University of Texas at Dallas where they were told it would be "almost criminal" to keep students inside.

    


"We want our students to love science as much as we do," Roberts said, "and we just want them understanding and also having the awe of how crazy this event is." 
Wrangling young children may be a challenge, Orozco said, but "we want it to be an event."
In training future science teachers, University at Buffalo professor Noemi Waight has encouraged her student teachers to incorporate how culture shapes the way people experience an eclipse. Native Americans, for example, may view the total eclipse as something sacred, she said.
"This is important for our teachers to understand," she said, "so when they're teaching, they can address all of these elements."
The STEM Friends Club from the State University of New York Brockport planned eclipse-related activities with fourth-grade students at teacher Christopher Albrecht's class, hoping to pass along their passion for science, technology, engineering and math to younger students.

    


"I want to show students what is possible," said Allison Blum, 20, a physics major focused on astrophysics. "You know those big mainstream jobs, like astronaut, but you don't really know what's possible with the different fields."
Albrecht sees his fourth-grade students' interest in the eclipse as a chance to incorporate literacy into lessons, too -- maybe even spark a love of reading.
"This is is a great opportunity to read a lot with them," Albrecht said. He has picked "What Is a Solar Eclipse?" by Dana Meachen Rau and "A Few Beautiful Minutes" by Kate Allen Fox for his class at Hill Elementary School in Brockport, New York. 
"It's capturing their interest," he said, "and at the same time, their imagination, too."
___
Associated Press writer Patrick Orsagos contributed to this report. 
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Rays' Wander Franco placed on administrative leave through June 1 as sexual abuse probe continues

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Wander Franco, center, is escorted by police to court in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic Friday, Jan. 5, 2024. Rays' Wander Franco was placed on administrative leave through June 1 under an agreement between Major League Baseball and the players' association while the investigation continues in an alleged relationship with a minor. The Rays open the season Thursday, March 28, 2024, against Toronto, forcing MLB and the union to make a decision on Franco's roster status. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- Tampa Bay All-Star shortstop Wander Franco was placed on administrative leave through June 1 under an agreement between Major League Baseball and the players' association while the investigation continues into an alleged relationship with a minor.
Administrative leave is not disciplinary under the sport's joint domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse policy, and a player continues to be paid. Franco, who has a $2 million salary this year, has remained in his native Dominican Republic while authorities there investigate and he did not report to spring training.
The Rays opened the season Thursday against Toronto, forcing MLB and the union to make a decision on Franco's roster status.
"I don't have any comment. ... I'm really focused on the guys that are here," manager Kevin Cash said before Thursday's game at Tropicana Field.

    


Franco has not played since Aug. 12. He was placed on the restricted list for a week on Aug. 14 while MLB launched an investigation following social media posts suggesting Franco was in a relationship with a minor. The Associated Press has not been able to verify the reported posts.




Franco was moved to administrative leave on Aug. 22 and remained there through the end of the season. There is no leave during the offseason.
MLB is likely to wait until the Dominican investigation is concluded before deciding whether there will be any discipline.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Originally accused of commercial and sexual exploitation and money laundering -- charges that carry up to 30 years, 10 years and 20 years of prison, respectively -- Franco stands accused instead of sexual and psychological abuse, according to a judge's resolution that the AP obtained in January.
Franco had not been formally accused, but if found guilty on the new charge, he could face two to five years in prison.
Franco, who turned 23 on March 1, was in the midst of his third major league season when his career was halted and was hitting .281 with 17 homers, 58 RBIs and 30 stolen bases in 40 attempts over 112 games.

    


Franco agreed to a $182 million, 11-year contract in November 2021.
He earned $706,761 last year in addition to his salary as part of MLB's pre-arbitration bonus pool, a fund agreed to by the league and players' association as part of their 2022 labor contract. The bonus pool was created to reward young players, most who earn at or just above the minimum major league salary based on how long they've been in the big leagues.
The Rays obtained infielder Jose Caballero from Seattle in a trade this offseason and are giving him an opportunity to be the regular shortstop . The 27-year-old played 104 games for the Mariners in 2023, hitting .221 with four homers and 26 RBIs. He was in Tampa Bay's opening day lineup, batting eighth.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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Maryland seeks $60M in federal help to start recovery plan for collapsed Baltimore bridge

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The U.S. National Transportation Safety Board released footage of the cargo ship that lost power and crashed into a bridge in Baltimore. NTSB investigators are collecting evidence from the vessel that struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Tuesday morning.
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            US NTSB releases video of investigators on board the Dali ship in Baltimore

        
        
            The U.S. National Transportation Safety Board released footage of the cargo ship that lost power and crashed into a bridge in Baltimore. NTSB investigators are collecting evidence from the vessel that struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Tuesday morning.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        US NTSB releases video of investigators on board the Dali ship in Baltimore
The U.S. National Transportation Safety Board released footage of the cargo ship that lost power and crashed into a bridge in Baltimore. NTSB investigators are collecting evidence from the vessel that struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Tuesday morning.
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            Governor says 'best minds in the world' are working on bridge recovery and rebuild

        
        
            As investigators began collecting evidence from a cargo ship that struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Gov. Wes Moore says the bridge will be rebuilt.
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            I-35W bridge survivors recall Minnesota collapse

        
        
            For Minnesotans, the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore brought back memories of tragedy at home. Survivors of the 2007 Interstate 35W bridge disaster recall when the ground fell beneath their feat-and their long journeys toward recovery. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)
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            Indian Foreign Ministry: crew of cargo ship that crashed into Baltimore bridge in 'good shape'

        
        
            India's foreign ministry said on Thursday that the crew members of the cargo ship that lost power and crashed into a bridge in Baltimore are in "good shape and good health." (Mar 28).
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    [image: A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. After days of searching through murky water for the workers missing after the bridge collapsed, officials are turning their attention Thursday to what promises to be a massive salvage operation. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: In this image released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, a NTSB investigator is seen on the cargo vessel Dali, which struck and collapsed the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Wednesday, March 27, 2024 in Baltimore. (Peter Knudson/NTSB via AP)]
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[image: A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. After days of searching through murky water for the workers missing after the bridge collapsed, officials are turning their attention Thursday to what promises to be a massive salvage operation. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Massive barges carrying cranes streamed toward Baltimore on Thursday to begin the challenging work of removing twisted metal and concrete in an attempt to open a key shipping route blocked by the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge.
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore promised that "the best minds in the world" were working on plans to clear the debris, move the cargo ship that rammed into the bridge from the channel, recover the bodies of the four remaining workers presumed dead, and investigate what went wrong.
"Government is working hand in hand with industry to investigate the area, including the wreck, and remove the ship," said Moore, a Democrat whose administration also asked Thursday for $60 million in emergency federal funding to begin the work.
The initial funding was needed, he said, to "lay the foundation for a rapid recovery." President Joe Biden has pledged the federal government would pay the full cost of rebuilding the bridge.

    


"This work is not going to take hours. This work is not going to take days. This work is not going to take weeks," Moore said. "We have a very long road ahead of us."




U.S. Coast Guard officials said Wednesday night that barges were on their way to the spot where the bridge crossed the Patapsco River, but it was not clear when they would arrive.
The devastation at the site of the collapse, which happened when the powerless cargo ship struck a pillar supporting the bridge early Tuesday, is extensive. Divers reached the bodies of two men in a pickup truck near the bridge's middle span on Wednesday, but officials said they would need to start clearing away the twisted wreckage before anyone could reach the bodies of four other missing workers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're now moving from a recovery mode to a salvage operation. Because of the superstructure surrounding what we believe are the vehicles and the amount of concrete and debris, divers are no longer able to safely navigate or operate around that," Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., superintendent of Maryland State Police, said at a news conference Wednesday. 

    


"We have exhausted all search efforts in the areas around this wreckage, and based on sonar scans, we firmly believe that the vehicles are encased in the superstructure and concrete that we tragically saw come down," Butler said.
Butler asked for patience, warning that "there's no definitive timeline."
National Transportation Safety Board officials boarded the ship, the Dali, to recover information from its electronics and paperwork and to interview the captain and other crew members. Investigators shared a preliminary timeline of events before the crash, which federal and state officials have said appeared to be an accident.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Barges are bringing cranes to Baltimore to help remove bridge wreckage and open shipping route.
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the Coast Guard says the vessel that collided with Baltimore's Key Bridge had engine maintenance done in port before the crash.

    

"The best minds in the world are coming together to collect the information that we need to move forward with speed and safety in our response to this collapse," Moore said Thursday.
Of the 21 crew members on the ship, 20 are from India, Randhir Jaiswal, the nation's foreign ministry spokesperson, told reporters Thursday. One was slightly injured and needed stitches, but "all are in good shape and good health," Jaiswal said.

    


The victims, who were part of a construction crew fixing potholes on the bridge, were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, Butler said. At least eight people initially went into the water when the ship struck the bridge column, and two of them were rescued Tuesday, officials said. 
The crash caused the bridge to break and fall into the water within seconds. Authorities had just enough time to stop vehicle traffic, but didn't get a chance to alert the construction crew. 
The Dali, which is managed by Synergy Marine Group, was headed from Baltimore to Sri Lanka. It is owned by Grace Ocean Private Ltd., and Danish shipping giant Maersk said it had chartered it.
Synergy expressed its regret and extended sympathies to the families of those lost in a statement early Thursday.
"We deeply regret this incident and the problems it has caused for the people of Baltimore and the region's economy that relies on this vitally important port," Synergy said, noting they would continue to cooperate with investigators.

    


The huge vessel was carrying nearly 4,700 metal shipping containers, 56 of them with hazardous materials inside. Thirteen of those were destroyed, officials said. However, industrial hygienists who evaluated the contents identified them as perfumes and soaps, according to the Key Bridge Joint Information Center.
"There was no immediate threat to the environment," the center said.
Booms have been placed in the area to control the spread of any oil that seeped into the water, and state environmental officials were also sampling the water Thursday.
The sudden loss of a highway that carries 30,000 vehicles a day and the port disruption will affect not only thousands of dockworkers and commuters but also U.S. consumers, who are likely to feel the impact of shipping delays. 

    


The governors of New York and New Jersey have offered to take on cargo shipments that have been disrupted. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul and New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said in a statement Thursday that ports in their states can handle additional shipments in an attempt to minimize supply chain disruptions.
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has said the Biden administration was focused on reopening the port and rebuilding the bridge, but he did not put a timeline on those efforts. Buttigieg planned to meet Thursday with supply chain officials.
From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collisions, according to the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure.
___
Witte reported from Dundalk, Maryland. Contributing to this report were Associated Press writers Sarah Brumfield in Washington and Krutika Pathi in New Delhi.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baltimore-bridge-collapse-a41073d33d08125b41c292b14b899d0a
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A fight to protect the dignity of Michelangelo's David raises questions about freedom of expression

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Michelangelo's "David" has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504 and a defining achievement of the Renaissance. But in the current era of the quick buck, curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets sold around Florence focusing on David's genitalia. (AP video: by Luigi Navarra)
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    [image: A detail of Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: People walk past a shop selling souvenirs of Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David, in downtown Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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[image: A vendor sells souvenirs of of Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David at a kiosk in Florence's central Piazza della Signoria, Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 16 | Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 16
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[image: People walk past a shop selling souvenirs of Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David, in downtown Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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People walk past a shop selling souvenirs of Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David, in downtown Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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[image: Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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Michelangelo's 16th century statue of David is seen on display at the Accademia gallery, in Florence, central Italy, Monday, March 18, 2024. Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs focusing on David's genitalia. The Galleria dell'Accademia's director has positioned herself as David's defender and takes swift aim at those profiteering from his image. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                        FLORENCE, Italy (AP) -- Michelangelo's David has been a towering figure in Italian culture since its completion in 1504. But in the current era of the quick buck, curators worry the marble statue's religious and political significance is being diminished by the thousands of refrigerator magnets and other souvenirs sold around Florence focusing on David's genitalia.

The Galleria dell'Accademia's director, Cecilie Hollberg, has positioned herself as David's defender since her arrival at the museum in 2015, taking swift aim at those profiteering from his image, often in ways she finds "debasing."

In that way, she is a bit of a David herself against the Goliath of unfettered capitalism with its army of street vendors and souvenir shop operators hawking aprons of the statue's nude figure, T-shirts of it engaged in obscene gestures, and ubiquitous figurines, often in Pop Art neon.

    



At Hollberg's behest, the state's attorney office in Florence has launched a series of court cases invoking Italy's landmark cultural heritage code, which protects artistic treasures from disparaging and unauthorized commercial use. The Accademia has won hundreds of thousands of euros (dollars) in damages since 2017, Hollberg said.

"There was great joy throughout all the world for this truly unique victory that we managed to achieve, and questions and queries from all over about how we did it, to ask advice on how to move," she told The Associated Press.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Legal action has followed to protect masterpieces at other museums, not without debate, including Leonardo's "Vitruvian Man," Donatello's David and Botticelli's "Birth of Venus."

The decisions challenge a widely held practice that intellectual property rights are protected for a specified period before entering the public domain -- the artist's lifetime plus 70 years, according to the Berne Convention signed by more than 180 countries including Italy.

    



More broadly, the decisions raise the question of whether institutions should be the arbiters of taste, and to what extent freedom of expression is being limited.

"It raises not just legal issues, but also philosophical issues. What does cultural patrimony mean? How much of a stranglehold do you want to give institutions over ideas and images that are in the public domain?'' said Thomas C. Danziger, an art market lawyer based in New York.

He pointed to Andy Warhol's famous series inspired by Leonardo's "Last Supper." "Are you going to prevent artists like Warhol from creating what is a derivative work?'' Danziger asked. "Many people would view this as a land grab by the Italian courts to control and monetize artworks in the public domain that were never intended to be charged for."

Italy's cultural code is unusual in its scope, essentially extending in perpetuity the author's copyright to the museum or institution that owns it. The Vatican has similar legislative protections on its masterpieces, and seeks remedies through its court system for any unauthorized reproduction, including for commercial use and for damaging the dignity of the work, a spokesman said. 

    



Elsewhere in Europe, Greece has a similar law, adopted in 2020, which requires a permit to use images of historic sites or artifacts for commercial use, and forbids the use of images that "alter" or "offend" the monuments in any way.

France's Louvre museum, home to some oft-replicated masterpieces like the "Mona Lisa" and Venus de Milo, notes that its collection mostly dates from before 1848, which puts them in the public domain under French law.

Court cases have debated whether Italy's law violates a 2019 European Union directive stating that any artwork no longer protected by copyright falls into the public domain, meaning that "everybody should be free to make, use and share copies of that work."

The EU Commission has not addressed the issue, but a spokesman told the AP that it is currently checking "conformity of the national laws implementing the copyright directive" and would look at whether Italy's cultural heritage code interferes with its application.

    



Hollberg won her first case against ticket scalpers using David's image to sell marked-up entrance packages outside the Accademia's doors. She also has targeted GQ Italia for imposing a model's face on David's body, and luxury fashion brand Longchamp's cheeky Florence edition of its trademark "Le Pliage" bag featuring David's more intimate details.

Longchamp noted the depiction was "not without irony" and said the bag was "an opportunity to express with amused lightness the creative force that has always animated this wonderful city.''

No matter how many lawsuits Hollberg has initiated -- she won't say how many -- the proliferation of David likenesses continues.

"I am sorry that there is so much ignorance and so little respect in the use of a work that for centuries has been praised for its beauty, for its purity, for its meanings, its symbols, to make products in bad taste, out of plastic," Hollberg said.

    



Based on Hollberg's success and fortified by improved search engine technology, the private entity that is custodian of Florence's landmark Cathedral has started going after commercial enterprises using the famed dome for unauthorized, and sometimes denigrating, purposes -- including men's and women's underwear.

So far, cease-and-desist letters have been enough to win compliance without turning to the courts, adding an extra half a million euros ($541,600) a year to revenues topping 30 million euros ($32 million), Luca Bagnoli, president of the Opera di Santa Maria del Fiore, told the AP.

"We are generally in favor of the freedom of artistic expression,'' Bagnoli said. "When it comes to reinterpreted copies, it becomes a little more difficult to understand where artistic freedom ends and our image rights begin."

Italy's cultural heritage code in its current form has been on the books since 2004, and while Hollberg's cases were not the first, they have represented an acceleration, experts said.

The jurisprudence is still being tested. A court in Venice ordered Germany's Ravensburger jigsaw puzzle maker to stop using the image of "Vitruvian Man" in the first case to involve a company outside Italy. The ruling implicitly rejected Ravensburger's argument that the law was incompatible with the EU directive on copyright, lawyers said.

Experts say the aggressive stance could backfire, discouraging the licensing of Italy's artworks, a source of revenue, while also limiting the reproduction of masterpieces that serve as cultural ambassadors.

"There is a risk for Italy, because you can select a work of art that is not covered by this legislation,'' said Vittorio Cerulli Irelli, an intellectual property lawyer at Trevisan & Cuonzo in Rome. "In many instances, it is the same for you to use Leonardo's painting which is in the U.K. or Leonardo's painting which is in Italy. You just go for the easiest choice."

___

Associated Press writers Nicholas Paphitis in Athens, Greece, and Thomas Adamson in Paris contributed to this report.
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Russian veto brings end to UN panel monitoring enforcement of North Korea nuclear sanctions

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia vetoed a U.N. resolution on Thursday, effectively abolishing the monitoring of U.N. sanctions against North Korea by a panel of U.N. experts.
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    [image: A general view shows an empty Security Council chamber, prior to a Security Council meeting to discuss the situation in the North Korea, at United Nations headquarters, Friday, March. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Russia vetoed a U.N. resolution Thursday in a move that effectively abolishes the monitoring by United Nations experts of U.N. sanctions against North Korea aimed at reining in its nuclear program, though the sanctions themselves remain in place.
Russia's vote sparked Western accusations that Moscow was acting to shield its weapons purchases from North Korea for use in its war against Ukraine, which violate U.N. sanctions.
Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have heightened with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un threatening nuclear conflict and escalating tests of nuclear-capable missiles designed to target South Korea, the United States and Japan. The three countries have responded by strengthening their combined military exercises and updating their deterrence plans.
The vote in the 15-member council was 13 in favor, Russia against, and China abstaining. The Security Council resolution would have extended the mandate of the panel of experts for a year, but Russia's veto will halt its operation when its current mandate expires at the end of April.

    


Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia told the council before the vote that Western nations are trying to "strangle" North Korea and that sanctions are losing their "relevance" and "detached from reality" in preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the country.




He accused the panel of experts of "increasingly being reduced to playing into the hands of Western approaches, reprinting biased information and analyzing newspaper headlines and poor quality photos." Therefore, he said, it is "essentially conceding its inability to come up with sober assessments of the status of the sanctions regime."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But U.S. Deputy Ambassador Robert Wood called the panel's work essential and accused Russia of attempting to silence its "independent objective investigations" because it "began reporting in the last year on Russia's blatant violations of the U.N. Security Council resolutions."

    


He warned that Russia's veto will embolden North Korea to continue jeopardizing global security through development "of long-range ballistic missiles and sanctions evasion efforts."
White House national security spokesman John Kirby condemned Russia's veto as a "reckless action" that undermines sanctions imposed on North Korea, while warning against the deepening cooperation between North Korea and Russia, particularly as North Korea continues to supply Russia with weapons as it wages its war in Ukraine.
"The international community should resolutely uphold the global nonproliferation regime and support the people of Ukraine as they defend their freedom and independence against Russia's brutal aggression," Kirby told reporters.
Britain's U.N. Ambassador Barbara Woodward said Russia's veto follows arms deals between Russia and North Korea in violation of U.N. sanctions, including "the transfer of ballistic missiles, which Russia has then used in its illegal invasion of Ukraine since the early part of this year."
"This veto does not demonstrate concern for the North Korean people or the efficacy of sanctions," she said. "It is about Russia gaining the freedom to evade and breach sanctions in pursuit of weapons to be used against Ukraine."

    


"This panel, through its word to expose sanctions non-compliance, was an inconvenience for Russia," Woodward said.
France's U.N. Ambassador Nicolas de Riviere added that "North Korea has been providing Russia with military material in support of its aggression against Ukraine, in violation of many resolutions which Russia voted in favor of."
The Security Council imposed sanctions after North Korea's first nuclear test explosion in 2006 and tightened them over the years in a total of 10 resolutions seeking -- so far unsuccessfully -- to cut funds and curb its nuclear and ballistic missile programs.
The last sanctions resolution was adopted by the council in December 2017. China and Russia vetoed a U.S.-sponsored resolution in May 2022 that would have imposed new sanctions over a spate of intercontinental ballistic missile launches.

    


The Security Council established a committee to monitor sanctions and the mandate for its panel of experts to investigate violations had been renewed for 14 years until Thursday.
In its most recent report circulated last month, the panel of experts said it is investigating 58 suspected North Korean cyberattacks between 2017 and 2023 valued at approximately $3 billion, with the money reportedly being used to help fund its development of weapons of mass destruction.
The experts said North Korea continues to flout sanctions, including by further developing its nuclear weapons, and producing nuclear fissile materials -- the weapons' key ingredients. It also continues to import refined petroleum products in violation of council resolutions.
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Some cancer patients can find it hard to tell family and friends

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of 2023 photos shows Kate, Princess of Wales, left, and U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin. For some cancer patients, sharing the news can be a difficult decision. Austin initially kept his prostate cancer quiet. Kate also waited to publicly disclose her cancer. (Ian Vogler/Pool via AP, AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        Ever since Anthony Bridges found out he had prostate cancer six years ago, he hasn't stopped talking about it. He told his Facebook friends immediately.
Now, the 68-year-old man from Georgia spends time working with others to encourage other men to talk to their doctor about getting screened.
Not everyone is as eager to share, for cultural or privacy reasons -- or because they just don't want to talk about it. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin kept his prostate cancer quiet, including from President Joe Biden. And more recently, Kate, Princess of Wales, waited weeks before publicly disclosing her cancer.
Austin described his diagnosis as a "gut punch" and his instinct was to keep it private. In a video statement, Kate said it was a "huge shock" and that she and her husband, Prince William, had been trying to "manage this privately for the sake of our young family."

    


Their reactions hardly surprised experts. Dr. Otis Brawley says he's encountered men who don't even want to talk about their prostate cancer with their own doctors. 
Brawley, a professor of oncology and epidemiology at Johns Hopkins University, recalled a time decades ago when cancer simply wasn't spoken of, called the "Big C" instead.




Public conversations around prostate cancer changed, he said, when former Sen. Bob Dole announced his diagnosis and publicly spoke of erectile dysfunction, a side effect of treatment. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For breast cancer, it was first lady Betty Ford, who spoke openly about her surgery and treatment.
"That opened the floodgates. It was then OK to talk about cancer," Brawley said.
In the U.S., death rates from cancer have been declining for decades, which is attributed to progress against lung cancer, screening and better treatments. Still, it remains the nation's No. 2 killer, behind heart disease, and cases are increasing as the population ages and grows.
Elaine Smith, who counsels patients at City of Hope Cancer Center Atlanta, said a patient's openness often depends on personality. Some don't want to be identified solely as a cancer patient. 

    


"So many of my patients say people talk to them with a different tone of voice," Smith said. "'They lean into me differently, they look at me with their eyes differently.'" 
Sometimes people worry about how their coworkers will react when they have to miss work for appointments and treatments.
"In many cases, we may not acknowledge it, but .... that can sometimes have a role in how they are judged in their work performance," said Dr. Bradley Carthon, of Emory University's Winship Cancer Institute. 
Patients usually share with their family, experts said, but even that can be difficult. 
Kate noted it had taken time to explain "everything to George, Charlotte and Louis in a way that is appropriate for them and to reassure them that I'm going to be OK." 
"She has the added challenges of having young children," said Dr. Christina Annunziata, a cancer doctor at the Inova Schar Cancer Institute in Fairfax, Virginia. "As hard as it is to explain to friends and family, or even coworkers. It's even harder to explain to young children." 

    


The downside of keeping it private is that "you're dealing with this all alone," Carthon said.
Dr. Paul Monk, who treats cancer patients at Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, said it's important for patients to bring along a family member or other support to appointments.
"I don't think they hear everything I say," he said. "And so when you bring someone else to your doctor's visit, that's another set of ears and I think that's critically important."
Bridges' wife, Phyllis, served in that role for him when he started treatment for advanced prostate cancer in 2018. He said he had no symptoms and had only gone for a checkup at her insistence.
Bridges felt called to share his story with others, especially with Black men, and is now part of a program called Project Elevation. Working through local churches, the program's goal is to remove some of the stigma surrounding prostate cancer and provide information about screening.
 "We have to change the mindset," said the Albany, Georgia, resident. "We have to dispel the fear."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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It's a bittersweet Easter for chocolate lovers and African cocoa farmers but big brands see profits

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Some smaller businesses that sell chocolate are finding it hard to keep up with the spike in cocoa prices while their sales decline. Sandrine Chocolates, a shop southwest in London that sells handmade Belgian chocolates, is struggling to survive after decades in business. (AP Video by Kwiyeon Ha)
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[image: Niaz Mardan wraps a luxury handmade Belgian chocolate rabbit at Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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            UK chocolate shops struggle ahead of Easter as cocoa prices hit record high

        
        
            Some smaller businesses that sell chocolate are finding it hard to keep up with the spike in cocoa prices while their sales decline. Sandrine Chocolates, a shop southwest in London that sells handmade Belgian chocolates, is struggling to survive after decades in business. (AP Video by Kwiyeon Ha)
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Some smaller businesses that sell chocolate are finding it hard to keep up with the spike in cocoa prices while their sales decline. Sandrine Chocolates, a shop southwest in London that sells handmade Belgian chocolates, is struggling to survive after decades in business. (AP Video by Kwiyeon Ha)
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            Swiss chocolatier gears up for Easter amidst rising cocoa prices

        
        
            Switzerland's famed chocolatiers are gearing up for the finale of the crucial Easter season with sculptured sweets like chocolate bunnies, chicks and eggs at a time of rising cocoa prices. AP Video shot by Jamey Keaten
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    [image: Niaz Mardan wraps a luxury handmade Belgian chocolate rabbit at Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Luxury handmade Belgian Chocolates are seen displayed at Sandrine a chocolate shop owned by Niaz Mardan, in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Cocoa pods hang on a tree in Divo, West-Central Ivory Coast, November 19, 2023. Chocolate may come with a slightly bitter aftertaste this Easter. Shoppers in Europe, the United States and elsewhere are paying more for their traditional candy eggs and bunnies as changing climate patterns in West Africa take a toll on cocoa supplies and farmers (AP Photo/Sophie Garcia)]
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[image: A farmer opens a Cocoa pod in Divo, West-Central Ivory Coast, November 19, 2023. Chocolate may come with a slightly bitter aftertaste this Easter. Shoppers in Europe, the United States and elsewhere are paying more for their traditional candy eggs and bunnies as changing climate patterns in West Africa take a toll on cocoa supplies and farmers (AP Photo/Sophie Garcia)]
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[image: Cocoa beans dry in Divo, West-Central Ivory Coast, November 19, 2023. Chocolate may come with a slightly bitter aftertaste this Easter. Shoppers in Europe, the United States and elsewhere are paying more for their traditional candy eggs and bunnies as changing climate patterns in West Africa take a toll on cocoa supplies and farmers (AP Photo/Sophie Garcia)]
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[image: Niaz Mardan wraps a luxury handmade Belgian chocolate Easter egg at Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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Niaz Mardan wraps a luxury handmade Belgian chocolate Easter egg at Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Niaz Mardan moves a tray of luxury handmade Belgian chocolates at Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: A selection box of luxury handmade Belgian Chocolates is displayed at Sandrine a chocolate shop owned by Niaz Mardan, in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Luxury handmade Belgian Chocolates are seen displayed at Sandrine a chocolate shop owned by Niaz Mardan, in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Cocoa pods hang on a tree in Divo, West-Central Ivory Coast, November 19, 2023. Chocolate may come with a slightly bitter aftertaste this Easter. Shoppers in Europe, the United States and elsewhere are paying more for their traditional candy eggs and bunnies as changing climate patterns in West Africa take a toll on cocoa supplies and farmers (AP Photo/Sophie Garcia)]
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[image: Cocoa beans dry in Divo, West-Central Ivory Coast, November 19, 2023. Chocolate may come with a slightly bitter aftertaste this Easter. Shoppers in Europe, the United States and elsewhere are paying more for their traditional candy eggs and bunnies as changing climate patterns in West Africa take a toll on cocoa supplies and farmers (AP Photo/Sophie Garcia)]
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[image: Niaz Mardan places a large luxury handmade Belgian chocolate rabbit in the window display of Sandrine a chocolate shop in south west London, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Niaz Mardan, is suffering due to high cocoa prices, she's making no profits and fears she will have to close the shop that's been around for 25 years (she's the third owner and took over in 2019). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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                                        ACCRA, Ghana (AP) -- Shoppers may get a bitter surprise in their Easter baskets this year. Chocolate eggs and bunnies are more expensive than ever as changing climate patterns eat into global cocoa supplies and the earnings of farmers in West Africa.

About three-quarters of the world's cocoa -- the main ingredient in chocolate -- are produced on cacao trees in Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and Cameroon. But dusty seasonal winds from the Sahara were severe in recent months, blocking out the sunlight needed for bean pods to grow. The season prior, heavy rainfall spread a rotting disease. 

With exports from the Ivory Coast, the world's top producer, down by a third in recent months, the global price of cocoa has risen sharply. Cocoa futures have already doubled this year, trading at a record high of more than $10,000 per metric ton in New York on Tuesday after rising more than 60% the previous year. Farmers who harvest cacao beans say the increases aren't enough to cover their lower yields and higher production costs. 

    



Yet the high Easter demand for chocolate carries a potential treat for big confectionery companies. Major global makers in Europe and the United States have more than passed on the rise in cocoa prices to consumers. Net profit margins at The Hershey Company increased to 16.7% in 2023 from 15.8% in 2022. Mondelez International, which owns the Toblerone and Cadbury brands, reported a jump to 13.8% in 2023 from 8.6% the year before. 

"It is likely consumers will see a price spike on chocolate candy this Easter," Wells Fargo said in a report this month. 



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Mondelez said it raised chocolate prices up to 15% last year and would consider additional price hikes to help meet 2024 revenue growth forecasts. "Pricing is clearly a key component of this plan," Chief Financial Officer Luca Zaramella said in January. "Its contribution will be a little bit less than we have seen in 2023, but it is higher than an average year."

    



Hershey's also raised prices on its products last year and has not ruled out making further increases. "Given where cocoa prices are, we will be using every tool in our toolbox, including pricing, as a way to manage the business," Hershey Chairman, President and CEO Michele Buck said during a conference call with investors last month. 

Consumer groups are keeping track. In the United Kingdom, British consumer research and services company Which? found that chocolate Easter eggs and bunnies from popular brands like Lindt and Toblerone cost about 50% more this year. It said some candy eggs were smaller, too. 

Cocoa is traded on a regulated, global market. Farmers sell to local dealers or processing plants, who then sell cocoa products to global chocolate companies. Prices are set up to a year in advance. Many farmers blame climate change for their poor crops. Cacao trees only grow close to the equator and are especially sensitive to changes in weather. 

"The harmattan was severe at the time the pods were supposed to develop," Fiifi Boafo, a spokesperson at the Ghana Cocoa Board, said, referring to the cool trade winds that carry enough dust to block out the sunlight needed for the trees to flower and produce beans. 

    



Months of rain also are being blamed for black pod disease, a fungal infection that thrives in cooler, wet and cloudy weather, and causes pods to rot and harden. 

"While we have a good price today, that's not it. The cacao hasn't even produced any (fruit)," Eloi Gnakomene, a cacao farmer in Ivory Coast, said last month. "People say that we've had a bit, but those living over that way, they've had nothing."

Opanin Kofi Tutu, a cacoa farmer in the eastern Ghana town of Suhum, said the shortfall in production coupled with higher fertilizer costs are making it difficult to survive. "The exchange rate to the dollar is killing us," he said. 

Chocolate isn't even one of the traditions Tutu associates with Easter. "I am looking forward to my wife's kotomir and plantain, not chocolates," he said, referring to a local sauce prepared with cocoyam leaves.

    



To help increase production, authorities are promoting education on farming methods that might mitigate the effects of climate change, such as the use of irrigation systems. The president of Ghana also has promised to step in to help farmers get a better deal.

"With the current trend of the world cocoa price, cocoa farmers can be sure that I will do right by them in the next cocoa season," President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo said last month. 

The National Retail Federation, an American trade association, expects spending this Easter to remain high by historical standards despite rising candy prices. Its latest survey showed that consumers were expected to spend $3.1 billion on chocolate eggs and bunnies and other sweets this Easter, down from $3.3 billion a year ago.

In Switzerland, home to the world's biggest consumers of chocolate per capita, domestic consumption melted slightly last year, falling by 1% to 10.9kg per person, according to industry association Chocosuisse. It linked the dip to the rise in retail chocolate prices. 

    



The nation's signature chocolate maker, Lindt & Sprungli, reported increased profitability, with margins rising to 15.6% from 15% a year earlier.

"Lindt & Sprungli Group's business model once again proved to be very successful in the financial year 2023," it said in a statement this month, noting that prices increases accounted for most of the growth. 

Yet some smaller businesses that sell chocolate are finding it hard to keep up with the spike in cocoa prices while their sales decline.

Sandrine Chocolates, a shop in London that sells handmade Belgian chocolates, is struggling to survive after decades in business. The owner, Niaz Mardan, said the U.K.'s cost-of-living crisis and weak economy leave people worrying more about food than luxury chocolate, especially when cheaper alternatives were available at big grocery stores.

She has let go of her two employees and relies on sales at Easter and Christmas to stay afloat. "Many, many times, I thought to close the shop, but because I love the shop, I don't want to close it," Mardan, 57, said. "But there is no profit at all."

___

Donati reported from Dakar, Senegal. AP journalists Courtney Bonnell in London, Damian J. Troise in New York and Jamey Keaten in Geneva contributed reporting. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/easter-chocolate-africa-farmers-cocoa-ghana-4a4d58a4e6076c8d46258c1b4dc414c4
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What's keeping egg prices high for Easter? It's not just inflation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as Easter approaches, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers (AP video: Mike Householder)
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    [image: FILE - Eggs are cleaned and disinfected at the Sunrise Farms processing plant in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, which had seen an outbreak of avian flu. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Eggs are cleaned and disinfected at the Sunrise Farms processing plant in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, which had seen an outbreak of avian flu. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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[image: FILE - A youngster collects Easter eggs during an egg hunt at Easterfest at the Bowling Green Ballpark in Bowling Green, Ky., April 8, 2023. In 2024, for the second year in a row consumers have faced sticker shock ahead of Easter and Passover, events in which eggs play prominent roles. (Grace Ramey/Daily News via AP, File)]
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[image: File - A hen stands next to an egg, Jan. 10, 2023, at a farm in Glenview, Ill. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers.(AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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                                        Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers.

It's the second year in a row consumers have faced sticker shock ahead of Easter and Passover, both occasions in which eggs play prominent roles. 

While global prices are lower than they were at this time last year, they remain elevated, said Nan-Dirk Mulder, a senior global specialist with Dutch financial firm RaboBank's RaboResearch Food and Agribusiness division. Mulder doesn't expect them to return to 2021 levels.

In the United States, the average price of a dozen eggs was $2.99 in February, down from $4.21 last year, according to government data. Still, that's significantly more than the $1.59 cents per dozen consumers were paying in February 2021. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


In Europe, egg prices are 10% to 15% lower than last year but still about double what they were in 2021, Mulder said.

    



One major culprit is avian flu. Outbreaks of the deadly respiratory disease were reported in Europe, Africa and Asia in 2020 and spread to North America in 2021. In 2022 alone, more than 131 million poultry worldwide died or were culled on affected farms, according to the World Health Organization.





Outbreaks are continuing. In December, the U.S. confirmed cases in 45 commercial flocks and 33 backyard flocks, affecting 11.4 million birds, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


In South Africa, egg prices soared after 40% of laying hens were killed late last year due to the respiratory disease, Mulder said. A tray of six eggs cost 25.48 South African rand ($1.34) last month, up 21% from February 2023.

Even when avian flu dissipates, it can take a long time for the egg market to settle. It takes a farm three to six months to replenish a flock, so during that time, egg supplies are lower and prices rise, said Emily Metz, president of the American Egg Board, a marketing organization.

    



If farms restock with too many chickens, it can drive prices down. That's what happened in the U.S. last summer when egg prices plunged to $2 per dozen.

"It's supply and demand searching out. You have to have a profitable price," David Anderson, a professor and extension economist for livestock and food marketing at Texas A&M University, said.

And profits can be hard for farmers to come by during periods of inflation. Chicken feed represents up to 70% of a farmer's costs, and feed prices doubled between 2020 and 2022, Mulder said. Weather, COVID-related disruptions and the war in Ukraine - which drove up the price of wheat and other crops -- were all contributors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


In Nigeria, the cost of a crate of eggs has doubled since the beginning of the year due to weakened currency, the removal of fuel subsidies and high costs for farmers.

Teslimat Abimbola, who runs a poultry farm in the southern city of Ibadan, said 25 kilograms of feed that cost 2,500 Nigerian naira ($1.78) in 2020 now costs 13,000 naira ($9.23). Abimbola has lost some customers as a result of price increases.

    



"Many farms have been forced to shut down due to the high costs of rearing chickens," Abimbola said.

The government of Lagos State, Nigeria's biggest economic center, has implemented a subsidy program to help consumers deal with the increased costs of eggs.

Elsewhere, government regulations play a part in lifting egg prices. Multiple states, including California and Massachusetts, have passed cage bans for egg-laying hens since 2018; this year, bans are set to take effect in Washington, Oregon and Michigan.

Converting to cage-free facilities is a big investment for farmers, and consumers may not always realize that's a factor in the higher prices they see at the grocery store, Metz said. She anticipates such conversion costs will eventually fall as more farms make the changeover.

Price peaks are inevitably followed by price drops, and egg prices will eventually settle into more normal patterns. In the short term, the holiday demand that picks up every Easter will ease heading into summer, Anderson said. Meanwhile, improving biosecurity measures should help blunt the impact of avian flu, he said.

    



Lyncoya Ilion, who teaches cooking classes and runs a catering business called Catered by Coya in Brown Deer, Wisconsin, says she's noticed egg prices inching back up over the last two to three months but hopes she won't have to pass her costs onto clients. 

"I haven't had to increase prices yet because I'm anticipating that the egg prices will decrease again soon," Ilion said.

That's a good bet. In the U.S., egg prices are expected to decrease around 2.8% this year, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. That won't put them back to pre-COVID levels, but it should give some relief.

"People really love eggs, and they notice when that price fluctuates," Metz said. "Our farmers wish it wasn't such a sharp up and down as well. It makes everything challenging."

___

AP Business Reporter Taiwo Adebayo contributed from Lagos, Nigeria.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/egg-prices-easter-bird-flu-inflation-6dc55b6e889a66c427ad24573dd68869
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Federal EV charging stations are key to Biden's climate agenda, yet only 4 states have them

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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[image: A 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E charges, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Federal Highway Administrator Shailen Bhatt poses for a portrait in his office, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)]
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[image: Gabe Klein, executive director of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation at the U.S. Department of Energy, speaks during a Forth Design and Fund Equitable Electric Transportation For Communities workshop in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Convincing consumers to go electric, even if they don't have their own home outlet to plug into, is the mission of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: A sign sits at an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, touches the screen as he charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: A truck drives by an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Federal Highway Administrator Shailen Bhatt poses for a portrait in his office, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)]
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[image: Gabe Klein, executive director of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation at the U.S. Department of Energy, speaks during a Forth Design and Fund Equitable Electric Transportation For Communities workshop in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Convincing consumers to go electric, even if they don't have their own home outlet to plug into, is the mission of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: A sign sits at an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, touches the screen as he charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, touches the screen as he charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
Liam Sawyer, of Indianapolis, touches the screen as he charges his 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E, Friday, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A truck drives by an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | A truck drives by an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7
A truck drives by an electric vehicle charging station, Friday, March 8, 2024, in London, Ohio. The charging ports are a key part of President Joe Biden's effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By ALEXA ST. JOHN, MATTHEW DALY and JOSHUA A. BICKEL

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON, Ohio (AP) -- Within 24 hours of buying his red Ford Mustang Mach-E, Liam Sawyer set off on a camping trip.

Sawyer, who bought the electric SUV "because I think the technology is cool and the range is just long enough," searched ahead of time for convenient charging stations between his home in Indianapolis and Allegheny National Forest in western Pennsylvania.

About 175 miles (282 kilometers) into his journey, he stopped at a new public charging station at the Pilot Travel Center along Interstate 70 outside Columbus, Ohio. The station, which opened in London, Ohio, in December with four chargers, can power an EV in about half an hour while drivers buy food and drinks and use amenities.

That first charge cost Sawyer, a 32-year-old civil engineer, about $20.



The Ohio charging station was created from the $5 billion National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure program, part of the bipartisan infrastructure bill President Joe Biden signed into law in November 2021. More than two years later, only four states -- Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania and Hawaii -- have opened stations funded by the program. 

Biden, a Democrat, has set a goal of creating a national network of 500,000 publicly available chargers by 2030. Easily accessible charging ports are a key part of his effort to encourage drivers to move away from gasoline-powered cars and trucks that contribute to global warming. 





That effort took on greater urgency this month as the Biden administration announced new automobile emissions standards that officials called the most ambitious plan ever to cut planet-warming pollution from passenger vehicles. Meeting those standards would require a huge increase in sales of EVs and plug-in hybrids.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


EVs hit a record 1.19 million in sales in the U.S. last year and accounted for 7.6% of the total U.S. vehicle market, up from 5.8% in 2022.

Transportation emissions are the nation's largest source of greenhouse gases.

    



The Biden administration says the federal charging program is on track. Several states, including Maine, Vermont and Colorado, are expected to open public charging stations later this year, while more than a dozen others have awarded contracts for projects or broken ground.

"We are building this national framework from scratch, partnering with states to set plans, and we want to make sure we are taking appropriate care to set this program up correctly,'' Federal Highway Administrator Shailen Bhatt said in an interview. 

"The first two years were about getting the rules right, getting the plans in place," Bhatt said. "And now what you're going to see is this year being about the chargers coming online."

As part of the national charging station rollout, the Biden administration awarded $623 million in grants to states, local governments and tribes in January. The grants will fund 47 EV charging stations and related projects in 22 states and Puerto Rico, including 7,500 charging ports. 

Separately, Walmart and other private companies have pledged to build a network of affordable fast-charging stations for EVs. The federal program is also expected to serve as a catalyst for other projects.

    



"We're committed to making sure that all Americans can charge (their EVs) where they live, work, shop, play, pray,'' said Gabe Klein, director of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation, which runs the federal charging program.

But even some of the government's own experts say 500,000 public chargers won't be enough to meet Biden's ambitious climate goals. The Department of Energy's National Renewable Energy Laboratory estimated last year that the U.S. will need 1.2 million public chargers by 2030, a huge jump from the 175,00 public charging ports now available, as measured by the Alternative Fuels Data Center, a division of the Energy Department.

The availability of charging stations is key to persuading Americans to buy EVs.

    



Driving range anxiety is still an impediment, along with cost. About 80% of respondents cited concerns about a lack of charging stations as a reason not to buy an electric vehicle, according to a 2023 survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago.

    



Seven in 10 said they would not buy an EV because it takes too long to charge and the battery technology isn't ready.

In some parts of the country -- especially rural areas far from major cities -- "there are definitely corridors where you have worries about range anxiety,'' Bhatt said. "It is going to take longer to get to them, just like it took longer to get cellphone coverage in those places.''

But he said the administration's goal is to have chargers every 50 miles (80 kilometers) along U.S. interstates. Other major charging networks offered by Tesla, EVgo and Electrify America prioritize shopping centers, gas stations and grocery stores, but long-distance travel is where many Americans perceive the biggest gap.

    



As Biden doubles down on clean energy as part of his reelection campaign, it's notable that Ohio, a swing state led by Republican Gov. Mike DeWine, was one of the first movers in the federal charging endeavor. 

"Electric vehicles are the future of transportation, and we want drivers in Ohio to have access to this technology today," said DeWine, who appeared at the Ohio station's grand opening in December.

A state Department of Transportation program, DriveOhio, served as the charging station's organizational structure. A public-private partnership authority helped supply money needed for the project after the federal program contributed 80% of the estimated $500,000 to $750,000 cost, including buildout, operation and maintenance for five years.

"I actually don't think these are moving very slow. I think they're going really quickly given that they're tiny construction projects that we're deploying at a pretty significant scale," said Preeti Choudhary, DriveOhio's executive director. "Getting them in the ground quickly is important because we do have this growing contingency of EV drivers out there and they need to be supported when they're driving across our state or across the country."

Meeting federal requirements and operating standards is a challenge for states with little experience rolling out this type of infrastructure, according to Loren McDonald, an independent analyst tracking the buildout. 

"The states are moving at very different speeds," he said. "It might take a good 18 months on average for a lot of these stations to come online.'' 

Projects can be held up for months to years by delays with permitting, approvals, electrical upgrades and equipment. The latter can be costly. In California, the state with the most electric cars, its Public Utilities Commission could spend $50 billion through 2035 just to meet demand there.

Sawyer, who was charging his Mustang as semi-trucks lined up at rows of gas pumps nearby, said he intends to mostly charge his car at home overnight, but he appreciates the public stations for his occasional road trips. He doesn't mind the half-hour charging time.

"Having the 20 minutes to 30 minutes to kind of rest your feet, get lunch isn't that bad if you're not in a rush,'' he said. "If you have the luxury of time, it's worth it."

"I definitely think the infrastructure needs to get up there more, right?" he said. "And faster charging will come."

___

Daly reported from Washington. St. John reported from Detroit.

____

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Venezuelans are increasingly stuck in Mexico, explaining drop in illegal crossings to US

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A migrant from Maracaibo, Venezuela, sits on a railroad track lined by makeshift tents where migrants take refuge in Mexico City, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: A young migrant from Venezuela plays with a spinning top on the railroad tracks lined by tents and makeshift shelters in Mexico City, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Venezuelan migrants often have a quick answer when asked to name the most difficult stretch of their eight-country journey to the U.S. border, and it's not the dayslong jungle trek through Colombia and Panama with its venomous vipers, giant spiders and scorpions. It's Mexico.
"In the jungle, you have to prepare for animals. In Mexico, you have to prepare for humans," Daniel Ventura, 37, said after three days walking through the Darien Gap and four months waiting in Mexico to enter the U.S. legally using the government's online appointment system, called CBP One. He and his family of six were headed to Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, where he has a relative.
Mexico's crackdown on immigration in recent months -- at the urging of the Biden administration -- has hit Venezuelans especially hard. The development highlights how much the U.S. depends on Mexico to control migration, which has reached unprecedented levels and is a top issue for voters as President Joe Biden seeks reelection.

    


Arrests of migrants for illegally crossing the U.S.-Mexico border have dropped so this year after a record high in December. The biggest decline was among Venezuelans, whose arrests plummeted to 3,184 in February and 4,422 in January from 49,717 in December. 




While two months do not make a trend and illegal crossings remain high by historical standards, Mexico's strategy to keep migrants closer to its border with Guatemala than the U.S. is at least temporary relief for the Biden administration. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Large numbers of Venezuelans began reaching the U.S. in 2021, first by flying to Mexico and then on foot and by bus after Mexico imposed visa restrictions. In September, Venezuelans briefly replaced Mexicans as the largest nationality crossing the border. 
Mexico's efforts have included forcing migrants from trains, flying and busing them to the southern part of the country, and flying some home to Venezuela.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Venezuelans are increasingly stuck in Mexico, explaining drop in illegal crossings to US.
    

    
    
    AP reporter Karen Chammas has more. 

    


    


Last week, Mexico said it would give about $110 a month for six months to each Venezuelan it deports, hoping they won't come back. Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador extended the offer Tuesday to Ecuadorians and Colombians.
"If you support people in their places of origin, the migratory flow reduces considerably, but that requires resources and that is what the United States government has not wanted to do," said Lopez Obrador, who is barred by term limits from running in June elections. 
Migrants say they must pay corrupt officials at Mexico's frequent government checkpoints to avoid being sent back to southern cities. Each setback is costly and frustrating.
"In the end, it is a business because wherever you get to, they want to take the last of what you have," said Yessica Gutierrez, 30, who left Venezuela in January in a group of 15 family members that includes young children. They avoided some checkpoints by hiking through brush.
The group is now waiting in Mexico City to get an appointment so they can legally cross the U.S.-Mexico border. To use the CBP One app, applicants must be in central or northern Mexico. So Gutierrez's group sleeps in two donated tents across the street from a migrant shelter and check the app daily.

    


More than 500,000 migrants have used the app to enter the U.S. at land crossings with Mexico since its introduction in January 2023. They can stay in the U.S. for two years under a presidential authority called parole, which entitles them to work.
"I would rather cross the jungle 10 times than pass through Mexico once," said Jose Alberto Uzcategui, who left a construction job in the Venezuelan city of Trujillo with his wife and sons, ages 5 and 7, in a family group of 11. They are biding time in Mexico City until they have enough money for a phone so they can use CBP One.
Venezuelans account for the vast majority of 73,166 migrants who crossed the Darien Gap in January and February, which is on pace to pass last year's record of more than 500,000, according to the Panamanian government, suggesting Venezuelans are still fleeing a country that has lost more than 7 million people amid political turmoil and economic decline. Mexican authorities stopped Venezuelan migrants more than 56,000 times in February, about twice as much as the previous two months, according to government figures. 

    


"The underlying question here is: Where are the Venezuelans? They're in Mexico, but where are they?" said Stephanie Brewer, who covers Mexico for the Washington Office on Latin America, a group that monitors human rights abuses. 
Mexico deported only about 429 Venezuelans during the first two months of 2024, meaning nearly all are waiting in Mexico.
Many fear that venturing north of Mexico City will get them fleeced or returned to southern Mexico. The U.S. admits 1,450 people a day through CBP One with appointments that are granted two weeks out.

    


Even if they evade Mexican authorities, migrants feel threatened by gangs who kidnap, extort and commit other violent crimes.
"You have to go town by town because the cartels need to put food on their plates," said Maria Victoria Colmenares, 27, who waited seven months in Mexico City for a CBP One appointment, supporting her family by working as a waitress while her husband worked at a car wash. 
"It's worth the wait because it brings a reward," said Colmenares, who took a taxi from the Tijuana airport to the border crossing with San Diego, hours before her Tuesday appointment.
Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has touted his own efforts to explain the recent reduction in illegal crossings in his state, where at least 95% of Border Patrol arrests of Venezuelans occur. Those have included installing razor wire, putting a floating barrier in the Rio Grande and making plans to build a new base for members of the National Guard. 
U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas has mostly credited Mexico for the drop in border arrests.
Some Venezuelans still come north despite the perils. 
Marbelis Torrealba, 35, arrived in Matamoros, across the border from Brownsville, Texas, with her sister and niece this week, carrying ashes of her daughter who drowned in a boat that capsized in Nicaragua. She said they were robbed by Mexican officials and gangs and returned several times to southern Mexico. 
A shelter arranged for them to enter the U.S. legally on emergency humanitarian grounds, but she was prepared to cross illegally.
"I already experienced the worst: Seeing your child die in front of you and not being able to do anything."
___
Spagat reported from Tijuana, Mexico, and Gonzalez reported from Matamoros. Associated Press reporter Rebecca Santana in Washington, D.C., also contributed.
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Talks resume on bringing Israeli officials to the US to discuss Gaza operation, the White House says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his decision not to send a delegation to Washington for talks with the Biden administration was meant to deliver a message to Hamas that international pressure against Israel would not prompt it to end the war without concessions from the militant group. (Mar 27).
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            Netanyahu downplays concerns over a possible Israeli ground invasion of Rafah

        
        
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has downplayed concerns from the Biden administration over an Israeli ground invasion into Gaza's southernmost town, saying civilians will be able to flee the fighting. (Mar. 27)
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    [image: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivers his speech after a meeting with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Jerusalem, Sunday, March 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, Pool)]
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[image: Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, at far left, speaks while meeting with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, across table at far right, at the Pentagon, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers a speech about healthcare at an event in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley)]
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[image: Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg listens as White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks about the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse during a press briefing at the White House, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Talks have restarted aimed at bringing top Israeli officials to Washington to discuss potential military operations in Gaza, after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu canceled a planned visit this week because he was angry about the U.S. vote on a U.N. cease-fire resolution, the White House said Wednesday.
"So we're now working with them to find a convenient date that's obviously going to work for both sides," said press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.
No date has been finalized yet. One U.S. official said strategic affairs minister Ron Dermer and national security adviser Tzachi Hanegbi would be among the delegation to come to Washington. The official were not authorized to speak publicly about the sensitive discussions and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.
An Israeli official said the White House had reached out with the goal of setting a new meeting. The official was not authorized to talk to the media and spoke on condition of anonymity. Netanyahu's office said the prime minister "did not authorize the departure of the delegation to Washington."





    


The prime minister canceled the trip this week after the U.N. vote to demand a cease-fire in Hamas-run Gaza; the U.S. abstained from the vote but did not veto it. Netanyahu accused the United States of "retreating" from a "principled position" by allowing the resolution to pass without conditioning the cease-fire on the release of hostages held by Hamas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The delegation to the U.S. was meant to discuss a promised ground invasion of the southern Gaza city of Rafah, which is overflowing with displaced civilians. Israel has so far rejected American appeals to call off the planned operation.
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant was already in Washington by the time Netanyahu canceled the trip by other officials. Gallant met with Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin. The Gaza operation was one of many topics they discussed. 

    


Netanyahu on Wednesday said his decision to cancel was meant to deliver a message to Hamas that international pressure against Israel will not prompt it to end the war without concessions from the militant group, an apparent attempt to smooth over the clash between the allies. 
Speaking to visiting Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., Netanyahu said the canceled visit "was a message first and foremost to Hamas: Don't bet on this pressure, it's not going to work."
Netanyahu said the U.S. abstention on the U.N. vote was "very, very bad," and that it "encouraged Hamas to take a hard line and to believe that international pressure will prevent Israel" from achieving its war aims. Israel wants to destroy Hamas' military and governing capabilities and free the hostages taken by the militant group during its Oct. 7 attack against Israel.
The U.S. abstention and Netanyahu's subsequent decision to cancel the delegation represented the strongest public dispute between the two allies since the war in Gaza began.
___
Associated Press writers Josef Federman and Tia Goldenberg in Jerusalem contributed to this report. 
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US journalist marks a year in a Russian prison as courts keep extending his time behind bars

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    This week marks a year since Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich was arrested in Russia. The US citizen was detained while on a reporting trip to the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg and charged with espionage.
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[image: Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, the parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, pose in Philadelphia, on Monday, March 25, 2024. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 in Moscow on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: FILE - Journalists watch a televised court hearing on Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, April 18, 2023. Gershkovich is a U.S. citizen and has been jailed in Russia for a year on charges of espionage, which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | FILE - Journalists watch a televised court hearing on Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, April 18, 2023. Gershkovich is a U.S. citizen and has been jailed in Russia for a year on charges of espionage, which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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FILE - Journalists watch a televised court hearing on Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, April 18, 2023. Gershkovich is a U.S. citizen and has been jailed in Russia for a year on charges of espionage, which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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[image: FILE - From left; Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, and Danielle Gershkovich and Anthony Huczek, the journalist's sister and brother-in-law, pose for photographers as they arrive at the annual White House Correspondents' Association Dinner in Washington, Saturday, April 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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FILE - From left; Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, and Danielle Gershkovich and Anthony Huczek, the journalist's sister and brother-in-law, pose for photographers as they arrive at the annual White House Correspondents' Association Dinner in Washington, Saturday, April 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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[image: FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden appears in front of an image of jailed journalist Evan Gershkovich during the White House Correspondents' Association dinner at the Washington Hilton in Washington, on Saturday, April 29, 2023. Gershkovich is accused of espionage - charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. Biden's administration has promised to bring him home, but the Russian Foreign Ministry has said it would consider a swap only after a verdict in his trial. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a defendants' cage at a hearing in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, Sept. 19, 2023. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov, File)]
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FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a defendants' cage at a hearing in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, Sept. 19, 2023. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov, File)
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[image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich smiles as he stands in a defendants' cage in a courtroom at the Moscow City Court, in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023. Gershkovich, a U.S. citizen, has been jailed for a year after being accused by Russia of espionage - which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, right, is escorted from court in Moscow, Russia, on Friday, Jan. 26, 2024. Gershkovich, 32, was arrested by Russian authorities in March 2023 and accused of espionage - charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: In this photo taken by Lilia Khazhieva, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, left, Financial Times reporter Polina Ivanova, center, and Guardian reporter Pjotr Sauer pose at a dacha in the Moscow region. Gershkovich was arrested in March 2023 on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (Lilia Khazhieva via AP)]
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[image: In this photo Evan Gershkovich, a reporter for the Wall Street Journal, and Polina Ivanova, a correspondent for the Financial Times, pose for a selfie in the Russian region of Karelia in 2020. Russian authorities detained Gershkovich, a U.S. citizen, in March 2023 on espionage charges which he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (Polina Ivanova via AP)]
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[image: In this photo taken by Financial Times reporter Polina Ivanova, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich poses in Vietnam in February 2023 shortly before he was arrested in Russia on espionage charges. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government all deny the charges. (Polina Ivanova via AP)]
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[image: In this selfie taken by Washington Post reporter Francesca Ebel, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, top, poses in 2019 with his friends and colleagues who cover Russia: Ebel, left, Polina Ivanova of the Financial Times, center, and Pjotr Sauer of the Guardian, right. Gershkovich has been detained in Moscow since March 29, 2023, accused of espionage - charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (Francesca Ebel via AP)]
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[image: Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, the parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, pose in Philadelphia, on Monday, March 25, 2024. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 in Moscow on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, the parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, pose in Philadelphia, on Monday, March 25, 2024. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 in Moscow on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 14
Ella Milman and Mikhail Gershkovich, the parents of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, pose in Philadelphia, on Monday, March 25, 2024. Gershkovich has been jailed since March 2023 in Moscow on espionage charges, which he, his employer and the U.S. government deny. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a defendants' cage for a hearing in Moscow, Russia, on April 18, 2023. The 32-year-old U.S. citizen was arrested in late March 2023 and accused of espionage, charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a defendants' cage for a hearing in Moscow, Russia, on April 18, 2023. The 32-year-old U.S. citizen was arrested in late March 2023 and accused of espionage, charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a defendants' cage for a hearing in Moscow, Russia, on April 18, 2023. The 32-year-old U.S. citizen was arrested in late March 2023 and accused of espionage, charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government all deny. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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                                        For Evan Gershkovich, the dozen appearances in Moscow's courts over the past year have fallen into a pattern.
Guards take the American journalist from the notorious Lefortovo Prison in a van for the short drive to the courthouse. He's led in handcuffs to a defendants' cage in front of a judge for yet another hearing about his pretrial detention on espionage charges.
The proceedings are always closed. His appeals are always rejected, and his time behind bars is always extended. Then it's back to Lefortovo.
Gershkovich was arrested a year ago Friday while on a reporting trip for The Wall Street Journal to the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg. The Federal Security Service, or FSB, alleges he was acting on U.S. orders to collect state secrets but provided no evidence to support the accusation, which he, the Journal and the U.S. government deny. Washington designated him as wrongfully detained.





    


The periodic court hearings give Gershkovich's family, friends and U.S. officials a glimpse of him, and for the 32-year-old journalist, it's a break from his otherwise largely monotonous prison routine.
"It's always a mixed feeling. I'm happy to see him and that he's doing well, but it's a reminder that he is not with us. We want him at home," Gershkovich's mother, Ella Milman, told The Associated Press.
Although Gershkovich is often seen smiling in the brief appearances in open court, friends and family say he finds it hard to face a wall of cameras pointing at him as if he were an animal in a zoo.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ahead of the most recent one on Tuesday, Milman was particularly interested to see him. She was waiting, she said, for "a big reveal" -- Gershkovich's cellmate had given him a haircut.
But the hearing itself offered no new revelations on his case: He was ordered to remain behind bars pending trial at least until June 30 -- the fifth extension of his detention. 

    


When Gershkovich was arrested a year ago -- the first U.S. journalist taken into custody on espionage charges since Nicholas Daniloff in 1986 at the height of the Cold War -- it came as a shock, even though Russia had enacted increasingly repressive laws on freedom of speech after the invasion of Ukraine.
"He was accredited by the Russian Foreign Ministry. There was nothing to suggest that this was going to happen," said Emma Tucker, the Journal's editor-in-chief. 
The son of Soviet emigres who settled in New Jersey, Gershkovich moved to Russia in 2017 to work for The Moscow Times newspaper before being hired by the Journal in 2022.
"He absolutely loved it," Milman said of her son's life in Moscow.
He threw himself into work and became close friends with other reporters. They spent evenings, weekends and holidays together -- at traditional Russian saunas, cycling around Moscow or having barbecues in the countryside.
Those friends are now among the most vocal advocates for his release.
"For us, it's got to the level where if we can see Evan smiling in the courtroom -- that stuff that brings us a lot of happiness. It's reassuring that he's still not been broken by it," said Washington Post correspondent Francesca Ebel.

    


His supporters say that is remarkable, given that Gershkovich is being held in Lefortovo, a notorious czarist-era prison used during Josef Stalin's purges, when executions were carried out in its basement.
Gershkovich is not allowed phone calls and wakes up "every morning to the same gray prison wall. ... To think that he's been doing that every day for the past year is just horrible," said his friend, Polina Ivanova of the Financial Times.
He's allowed out of his cell for a hour a day to exercise. He spends the rest of his time largely reading books in English and Russian and writing letters to friends and family who try to make sure he stays up to date with current affairs and gossip.
That includes following his favorite English soccer team, Arsenal, which is having one of its best seasons, even though scores usually get to him about two weeks late. Gershkovich can see only limited highlights on Russian TV but is kept up to date by his friend, Pjotr Sauer of the British newspaper, the Guardian.

    


"He is very happy about how Arsenal is playing but obviously upset he can't see it for himself," Sauer said.
Mikhail Gershkovich writes his son about chess strategy because his cellmate doesn't like the game. They also discuss artificial intelligence because "he wants to be current when he comes back," his father said.
No one knows when that might be.
The Biden administration is seeking the release of Gershkovich, who faces 20 years in prison. Russia's Foreign Ministry has said it would consider a prisoner swap -- but only after a verdict in his trial, which has not yet begun.
U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy, who was in court again Tuesday for his latest hearing, said the charges against Gershkovich "are fiction" and that Russia is "using American citizens as pawns to achieve political ends."

    


Since invading Ukraine, Russian authorities have detained several U.S. nationals and other Westerners, seemingly bolstering that idea.
President Vladimir Putin has said he believed a deal can be reached to free Gershkovich, hinting he would be open to swapping him for a Russian national in Germany who fits the description of Vadim Krasikov. He is serving a life sentence for the 2019 killing in Berlin of a Georgian citizen of Chechen descent.
U.S. officials made an offer to swap Gershkovich last year that was rejected by Russia, and the Biden administration has not made public any possible deals since then.
Shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine, Gershkovich wrote on X, formerly Twitter, that "reporting on Russia is now also a regular practice of watching people you know get locked away for years."
Fluent in Russian, Gershkovich knew the risks and, after his arrest, knew "right from the very start that this was going to take a long time," Ebel said.
The Journal's Tucker said she is "optimistic that 2024 will be the year Evan is freed but I'm also realistic," noting that any negotiations for a swap are taking place against a "very febrile" backdrop.
That includes tensions with the West over the war in Ukraine, the recent attack on a Moscow concert hall and the U.S. presidential election.
Friends and family say Gershkovich is relying on his sense of humor to get through the days. Tracy said outside court Tuesday that he has displayed "remarkable resilience and strength in the face of this grim situation."
From behind bars, he has organized presents for friends on their birthdays as well as sending flowers to important women in his life for International Women's Day earlier this month.
"He is telling people not to freak out," said Milman, noting that her son is a source of great pride for the family.
But as he enters his second year of detention, the strain on them is showing.
Every day, Milman said, "I wake up and look at the clock." 
"I think about if his lunchtime has passed, and his bedtime," she said. "It's very hard. It's taking a toll."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-gershkovich-journalist-prison-putin-swap-33b1751158e32fe18dfa576839999b6e
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An airstrip is being built on a Yemeni island during the ongoing war, with 'I LOVE UAE' next to it

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, March 11, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, March 11, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Monday, March 25, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Monday, March 25, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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        An airstrip is being built on a Yemeni island during the ongoing war, with 'I LOVE UAE' next to it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, March 11, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, March 11, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, March 11, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Monday, March 25, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Monday, March 25, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This satellite photo captured by Planet Labs PBC shows the construction of an airstrip on Abd al-Kuri Island, Yemen, Monday, March 25, 2024. As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a vital Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. No country has claimed publicly the active construction taking place this month on Abd al-Kuri Island, a barren stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have laid out "I LOVE UAE" next to the runway, an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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[image: XXXXX in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. XXXXX. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- As Yemen's Houthi rebels continue to target ships in a Mideast waterway, satellite pictures analyzed by The Associated Press show what appears to be a new airstrip being built at an entrance to that crucial maritime route. 
No country has publicly claimed the construction taking place on Abd al-Kuri Island, a stretch of land rising out of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the Gulf of Aden. However, satellite images shot for the AP appear to show workers have spelled out "I LOVE UAE" with piles of dirt next to the runway, using an abbreviation for the United Arab Emirates.
Both the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea to which it leads have become a battleground between the Houthis and U.S.-led forces in the region as Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip rages -- potentially allowing a nation to project its power into the area. 

    


The construction comes as the presence of troops from the Emirates in the Socotra island chain to which Abd al-Kuri belongs -- and that of the separatist force it backs in southern Yemen -- have sparked clashes in the past. 




In response to questions from the AP, the United Arab Emirates said Thursday that "any presence of the UAE on Socotra island is based on humanitarian grounds that is carried out in cooperation with the Yemeni government and local authorities."
"The UAE remains steadfast in its commitment to all international endeavors aimed at facilitating the resumption of the Yemeni political process, thereby advancing the security, stability, and prosperity sought by the Yemeni populace," it added, without elaborating. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Yemeni Embassy in Washington and Saudi Arabia, which leads a coalition fighting the Houthis, did not respond to questions. 
Abd al-Kuri is about 35 kilometers (21.75 miles) in length and about 5 kilometers (3.11 miles) at its widest point. It sits closer to the Horn of Africa than it does to Yemen, the Arab world's poorest nation, which has been at war for years.

    


Along that widest point sits the airstrip construction. Satellite photos from Planet Labs PBC analyzed by the AP showed trucks and other vehicles grading the runway on March 11, turning part of its sandy features a dark brown. Planet Labs images of the site shot for the AP on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday showed vehicles in different positions and active work being done there, possibly including paving the site. 
The runway, running north to south, measures some 3 kilometers (1.86 miles). A runway of that length can accommodate attack, surveillance and transport aircraft, even some of the heaviest bombers. 
Construction initially could be seen in the area in January 2022, with a diagonal, shorter runway being carved out of the sand, according to Planet Labs imagery. The first signs of construction of the longer north-south runway were in July 2022, but work later halted. 
This month, there's been increased activity on Abd al-Kuri, including construction at the northern edge of the runway, close to the water, and the movement of heavy vehicles. 

    


That works corresponds with a report last week by Abu Dhabi's state-linked broadcaster Sky News Arabia, which claimed to quote an anonymous U.S. defense official as saying America had "strengthened our missile defenses on Socotra Island" in anticipation of the rebels attacking U.S. bases. Socotra is the main island of the Socotra chain, about 130 kilometers (80 miles) from Abd al-Kuri. 
The U.S. military told the AP it is not involved in the construction on Abd al-Kuri, nor is there any American "military presence" elsewhere in Yemen. U.S. special forces have launched raids in the past in Yemen, while a two-decade American drone strike campaign has targeted the country's local al-Qaida affiliate. 
There also weren't any air defense batteries immediately discernible around the Abd al-Kuri Island site in satellite imagery. However, what appear to be piles of dirt at the site had been arranged to spell "I LOVE UAE" just east of the runway. 
The island of Socotra, a UNESCO World Heritage site home to the rare Dragon Blood tree, has long been a strategic port given its location on a key East-West trade route for cargo and energy shipments coming from Asia and the Middle East onward to Europe. The Soviet Union once used Socotra as an anchorage for both its surface fleet and submarines when South Yemen, a Communist nation based in Aden, ruled the island from 1967 until 1990. 

    


The island since has felt far removed from the chaos that has gripped Yemen in the decades since, from unification, to civil war, to the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels' sweeping entrance into the capital in 2014. A Saudi-led coalition that includes the UAE entered the Yemen war in 2015 on behalf of the country's exiled government and has been caught in a grinding, nearly decadelong conflict since. 
In 2018, the UAE deployed troops to Socotra Island, sparking a dispute with Yemen's exiled government. Two years later, clashes broke out between Yemeni separatists backed by the UAE and other forces there. 

    


Meanwhile, Iranian-linked media and the Houthis have alleged without providing evidence that the Emiratis allowed Israel to operate from Socotra as well. Israel has not acknowledged any presence there, and the Israeli prime minister's office declined to comment.
Since November, the Houthis have attacked ships, saying they want to force Israel to end its offensive in the Gaza Strip against Hamas. The ships targeted by the rebels, however, largely have had little or no connection to Israel, the U.S. or other nations involved in the war. The rebels also have fired missiles toward Israel, though they have largely fallen short or been intercepted. 
While President Joe Biden entered office in 2021, he pulled support from the Saudi-led coalition, declaring: "This war has to end." But in January, the U.S. began launching airstrikes targeting the Houthis over their attacks on shipping, a near-daily campaign of attacks that continues today.
The airfield on Abd el-Kuri isn't the first mysterious airstrip to begin construction amid Yemen's war. In 2021, the AP reported that an airfield was being built on Mayun Island, also known as Perim Island, which sits in the narrow Bab el-Mandeb Strait linking the Gulf of Aden to the Red Sea. 
Then, military officials with Yemen's internationally recognized government, which the Saudi-led coalition has backed since 2015, said the UAE was building the runway. The Saudi-led coalition battling the Houthis later acknowledged having "equipment" on the island, while a militia leader and nephew of Yemen's late strongman president Ali Abdullah Saleh acknowledged that his Emirati-backed troops were stationed there. 
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/yemen-island-airstrip-houthis-israel-hamas-war-gaza-0ba77bb63497b3239151d4dbd7e78934
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Stock market today: Asian shares meander after S&P 500 sets another record

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A currency trader moves by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | A currency trader moves by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Currency traders work near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Currency traders work near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: People walk past the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, March 27, 2024. World shares are mixed after Wall Street slipped a bit further from its record highs. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | People walk past the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, March 27, 2024. World shares are mixed after Wall Street slipped a bit further from its record highs. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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    [image: A currency trader moves by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | A currency trader moves by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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A currency trader moves by the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record.(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Currency traders work near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Currency traders work near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Currency traders work near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People walk past the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, March 27, 2024. World shares are mixed after Wall Street slipped a bit further from its record highs. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after U.S. stocks broke out of a three-day lull to close at a record. 
Oil prices advanced, while U.S. futures edged lower. 
The dollar remained strong against the Japanese yen and Chinese yuan, a trend that has unsettled regulators in both Tokyo and Beijing.
The dollar rose to 151.37 yen from 151.30 yen. The euro slipped to $1.0822 from $1.0828. 
On Wednesday, the yen dipped to its lowest level since 1990, and Japanese officials reiterated their desire for stability in exchange rates. 
"As the yen continues to show vulnerability, market participants will be vigilant for any hints of possible intervention in the currency market by Japanese policymakers," Anderson Alves of ActivTrades said in a commentary. 
The dollar bought 7.2286 yuan. It also has weakened against the dollar in recent weeks. 

    


"We continue to think that policymakers in China and Japan will do enough to keep their currencies from weakening much further, but the risk of a break lower in one, or both, is increasing," Jonas Goltermann of Capital Economics said in a report. 
In Tokyo, the Nikkei 225 lost 1.2% to 40,283.44. The Kospi in Seoul also fell, edging 0.1% lower to 2,751.22. 




Chinese markets recouped losses from the day before. Hong Kong's Hang Seng index gained 1.1% to 16,579.99, while the Shanghai Composite advanced 1.2% to 3,029.01. 
Australia's S&P/ASX 200 jumped 0.9% to 7,887.00. Taiwan's Taiex was little changed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, the S&P 500 climbed 0.9% to a record 5,248.49 in its first gain since setting its last all-time high on March 21. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average surged 1.2% to 39,760.08, and the Nasdaq composite gained 0.5% to 16,399.52. Both finished a bit shy of their own records.
Merck climbed 5% after federal regulators approved its treatment for adults with pulmonary arterial hypertension, a rare disease where blood vessels in the lungs thicken and narrow.

    


Shares of Trump Media & Technology Group rose another 14.2%. The company behind the money-losing Truth Social platform has zoomed well beyond what critics say is rational, as fans of former president Donald Trump keep pushing it higher.
Robinhood Markets climbed 3.7% after unveiling its first credit card, which is reserved for its subscription-paying Gold members, along with other new products.
On the losing end of Wall Street was Nvidia, which slumped to a second straight loss after rocketing 91% higher for the year so far, loosing 2.5%. 
GameStop tumbled 15% after delivering a profit for the latest quarter and a drop in revenue from the prior year. It's the original meme stock, predating Trump Media by years. 
This week's highlight for markets may arrive Friday, when the U.S. government releases the latest monthly update on spending by U.S. consumers. It will include the measure of inflation that the Federal Reserve prefers to use as it sets interest rates.
Both the U.S. bond and stock markets will be closed for Good Friday. That could cause some anticipatory trades to bunch up on Thursday, the last trading day of the year's first quarter.

    


The S&P 500 is on track for a fifth straight winning month and has been roaring higher since late October. The U.S. economy has remained remarkably resilient despite high interest rates meant to get inflation under control. Plus, the Federal Reserve looks set to start lowering interest rates this year because inflation has cooled from its peak.
But critics say a broader range of companies will need to deliver strong profit growth to justify the big moves in prices. Progress on bringing inflation down has also become bumpier recently, with reports this year coming in hotter than expected.
Still, the broad expectation among traders is for the Federal Reserve to begin cutting its main interest rate in June.
Stocks generally tend to do the best when more than half the world's central banks are easing interest rates, according to Ned Davis Research. The world is not there yet, but several central banks have already begun cutting recently, like Switzerland's, and it could happen later this year. 
In other trading, U.S. benchmark crude oil gained 38 cents to $81.73 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. Brent crude, the international standard, added 33 cents to $85.74 per barrel.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-markets-inflation-china-rates-0ce28d7b2b92a6e7d43d67525d80558a
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Lawmakers in Thailand overwhelmingly approve a bill to legalize same-sex marriage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Lawmakers in Thailand's lower house of Parliament overwhelmingly approved a marriage equality bill on Wednesday, Mar. 27 that would make the country the first in Southeast Asia to legalize equal rights for marriage partners of any gender.
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    [image: FILE - Participants hold a rainbow flag during a Pride Parade in Bangkok, Thailand, on June 4, 2023. Lawmakers in Thailand's lower house of Parliament overwhelmingly approved a marriage equality bill on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, that would make the country the first in Southeast Asia to legalize equal rights for marriage partners of any gender. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)]
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[image: FILE - Women kiss while holding a poster to support marriage equality, during a Pride Parade in Bangkok, Thailand, on June 4, 2023. Lawmakers in Thailand's lower house of Parliament overwhelmingly approved a marriage equality bill on Wednesday March 26, 2024, that would make the country the first in Southeast Asia to legalize equal rights for marriage partners of any gender. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Lawmakers in Thailand's lower house of Parliament overwhelmingly approved a marriage equality bill on Wednesday that would make the country the first in Southeast Asia to legalize equal rights for marriage partners of any gender.
The bill passed its final reading with the approval of 400 of the 415 members of the House of Representatives in attendance, with 10 voting against it, two abstaining and three not voting.
Thailand has a reputation for acceptance and inclusivity but has struggled for decades to pass a marriage equality law. Thai society largely holds conservative values, and members of the LGBTQ+ community say they face discrimination in everyday life. The government and state agencies are also historically conservative, and advocates for gender equality have had a hard time pushing lawmakers and civil servants to accept change.

    


The bill now goes to the Senate, which rarely rejects any legislation that passes the lower house, and then to the king for royal endorsement. This would make Thailand the first country or region in Southeast Asia to pass such a law and the third in Asia, after Taiwan and Nepal.




The bill amends the Civil and Commercial Code to change the words "men and women" and "husband and wife" to "individuals" and "marriage partners." It would open up access to full legal, financial and medical rights for LGBTQ+ couples.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Danuphorn Punnakanta, a spokesperson of the governing Pheu Thai party and president of a committee overseeing the marriage equality bill, said in Parliament that the amendment is for "everyone in Thailand" regardless of their gender, and would not deprive heterosexual couples of any rights.
"For this law, we would like to return rights to the (LGBTQ+ group). We are not giving them rights. These are the fundamental rights that this group of people ... has lost," he said.
Mookdapa Yangyuenpradorn of the human rights organization Fortify Rights called the approval of the bill a historic moment for Thailand and the LGBTQ+ community.

    


She noted, however, that lawmakers did not approve the inclusion of the word "parent" in addition to "father and mother" in the law, which activists said would limit the parental rights of LGBTQ+ couples.
The new government led by Pheu Thai, which took office last year, has made marriage equality one of its main goals.
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Former Sen. Joe Lieberman, Democrats' VP pick in 2000, dead at 82
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Indonesia's top court hears appeals from losing presidential candidates who want a revote

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Indonesia's top court began hearing appeals Wednesday against the presidential election results lodged by two losing candidates who allege widespread irregularities and fraud at the polls, demanding a revote. (AP video by Fadlan Syam)
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    [image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, center left, talks to journalist as his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar, second left, listens upon their arrival for hearing appeals against the presidential election results, which were lodged by losing candidates, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, talks with his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar during the first hearing of his legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, center, speaks as judges listen during the first hearing of his legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar, center, shares a light moment with the Chairman of the General Election Commission Hasyim Asyari, right, prior to the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Judges listen as losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan speaks at the start of the first hearing of his legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar speak to the media upon arrival for the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar speak to the media upon arrival for the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 13
Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar speak to the media upon arrival for the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, right, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar arrive for the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, left, and his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar wave at the media prior to the start of the first hearing of their legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan, center left, walks with his running mate Muhaimin Iskandar, second right, upon their arrival for hearing appeals against the presidential election results, which were lodged by losing candidates, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Losing presidential candidate Anies Baswedan speaks at the start of the first hearing of his legal challenge to the Feb. 14 presidential election alleging widespread fraud, at the Constitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, who chose the son of the popular outgoing President Joko Widodo as his running mate, won the election by 58.6% of the votes, according to final results released by the Election Commission. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesia's top court heard appeals lodged by two losing presidential candidates who are demanding a revote, alleging widespread irregularities and fraud at the polls in appearances before the judges Wednesday.
Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto won the election with an overwhelming margin: 58.6%, or more than 96 million votes, according to the General Election Commission -- more than twice the runner-up's share in the three-way race. 
But the losing candidates -- Former Jakarta Gov. Anies Baswedan and former Central Java Gov. Ganjar Pranowo -- argue that the election was marred by irregularities throughout the campaign. They're asking the Constitutional Court to annul the election results and order a revote, in separate lawsuits.
Both candidates presented parts of their cases in person, focusing on allegations that the court itself, as well as outgoing President Joko Widodo, bent laws and norms to support Subianto. 

    


"We witness with deep concern a series of irregularities that have tarnished the integrity of our democracy," Baswedan told the court.
Dozens of protesters held a peaceful but noisy rally near the court building, declaring that they would oversee the trial. Authorities blocked streets leading to the court where about 400 police were deployed in and around the building.




Indonesian presidents are expected to stay neutral in races to succeed them, but Subianto, a longtime former rival of Widodo who twice lost elections to him before joining his government, ran as his successor. He even chose Widodo's son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka, as running mate, even though Raka did not meet a constitutional requirement that candidates be at least 40 years old. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Baswedan and Pranowo argue that Raka should have been disqualified, and are asking the court to bar him from a revote. Before the election, the Constitutional Court made a controversial exception to the minimum age that allowed him to run, under the leadership of then-chief justice Anwar Usman, who is Widodo's brother in law. Usman was later forced to resign as chief justice for failing to recuse himself.

    


"The Constitutional Court was designed to guard the constitution and stem arbitrariness, not to legitimize fraud and crime," said Todung Mulya Lubis, a prominent lawyer who led Pranowo's legal team, "This election is an opportunity for the Constitutional Court to reclaim its authority and dignity."
Baswedan also said that regional officials were pressured or given rewards to influence political choices, and that state social assistance was used as "a transactional tool to help one of the candidates."
Hefty social aid from the government was disbursed in the middle of the campaign -- far more than the amounts spent during the COVID-19 pandemic -- and Widodo distributed funds in person in a number of provinces.
"If we do not make corrections, the practices that occurred recently will be considered normal and become habits, then become culture, and ultimately become national character," Baswedan said before the eight-judge panel.

    


Subianto himself twice went to the top court to challenge the results of elections he lost to Widodo, but the court rejected his claims as groundless both times. Subianto refused to accept the results of the 2019 presidential election, leading to violence that left seven dead in Jakarta. 
Baswedan had the first turn before the court in the morning, while Pranowo spoke in the afternoon.
"What shocked us all, what really destroyed morale, was the abuse of power," Pranowo told the court, "When the government uses all state resources to support certain candidates, when the security forces are used to defend personal political interests, then it is time for us to take a firm stand to reject all forms of intimidation and oppression."
Chief Justice Suhartoyo, who like many Indonesians uses a single name, adjourned the hearing until Thursday, when Subianto and the General Election Commission will respond. The verdict, expected on April 22, cannot be appealed. 
The case will be decided by eight justices instead of the full nine-member court because Usman, who is still on the court as an associate justice, is required to recuse himself.
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4 people killed and 7 wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois, with a suspect in custody

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Authorities say four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in Rockford, Illinois. A suspect is in custody but authorities say they do not know a motive at this time.
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    [image: In this image taken from video provided by WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation. emergency personnel work at the scene, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill., where four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois. Redd said that a suspect is in police custody and was being questioned. She said police did not know the motive. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video provided by WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation. Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd speaks with the media, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. Authorities say four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois. Redd said that a suspect is in police custody and was being questioned. She said police did not know the motive. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video provided by WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation. law enforcement personnel work at the scene, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill., where four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois. Redd said that a suspect is in police custody and was being questioned. She said police did not know the motive. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation via AP)]
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[image: Police investigate stabbings that left several people dead and others injured, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. A 22-year-old man is in police custody and was being questioned Wednesday afternoon, according to Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: Police investigate stabbings Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill., that left several people dead and others injured. A 22-year-old man is in police custody and was being questioned Wednesday afternoon, according to Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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                                        ROCKFORD, Ill. (AP) -- Four people were killed and seven were hurt when a man went on a stabbing rampage Wednesday across multiple locations in a northern Illinois community, authorities said.
A 22-year-old man is in police custody and was being questioned, according to Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd. She said one of the people who was wounded remained in critical condition.
"My heart goes out to the families right now that are suffering a loss," Redd told reporters.
She said the Rockford Police received a medical call at 1:14 p.m. followed by additional calls for police and paramedics. 
"We don't believe there's any other suspects that are on the run or at large at this particular time," Redd said. "Right now, we don't have a clear motive as to what caused this individual to commit such a heinous crime."




Not all of the victims found at multiple addresses in the city had stab wounds and none were shot, according to Redd. 

    


Rockford Police initially said five people had been injured. Cori Hilliard, a public information officer with the Winnebago County Sheriff's Office, told The Associated Press Wednesday evening that two more victims were among those hurt. 
Three people died at the scenes. The fourth died at a hospital. 
Police later identified those victims as a 15-year-old girl, a 63-year-old woman, a 49-year-old man and a 22-year-old man. Their names were not released. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Redd said residents in the area were being asked to review their home surveillance camera footage for anything related to the attacks.
Rockford's population is about 150,000 and it's 90 miles (145 kilometers) miles northwest of Chicago. The violence Wednesday came days after a teenage employee of a Walmart in Rockford was stabbed and killed inside the store.
"Today, we are shocked by another horrific act of violence against innocent members of our community," Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara said. Now that the suspect is in custody, he continued, "Our primary concern is ensuring that our community members directly impacted by this violence are supported throughout their healing and recovery."

    


The mayor wrote on the city's Facebook page that "multiple jurisdictions" are "working on multiple crime scenes to develop an understanding of what transpired in an effort to prevent this from happening again."
The suspect was arrested by a Winnebago County sheriff's deputy after they were called to a reported home invasion, Sheriff Gary Caruana said.
"The young lady ran from him," Caruana said of one of the survivors. "She got some stab wounds in her hands and her face. She is in serious condition. One of the good Samaritans stopped to help her out. He did get some stab wounds. He is being checked out."
Resident Eric Patterson said he was struggling to make sense of the violence on his street. 
"You can't rationalize this," Patterson told the Rockford Register Star. "It's almost like playing a video game, but it's reality. It makes no sense. It's like Grand Theft Auto. 'I'm going to run over the mailman here. I'm going to stab a couple people there. I am going to go in this house over here.'"

    


Another resident, Vanessa Hy, told WREX-TV in Rockford that the experience of witnessing the arrest was unreal, "like a movie."
"All of the sudden, we heard police run up on both sides of the house screaming 'Stop! Get down!'" Hy told the station. "Then they ran into the backyard and after a few minutes we saw them bringing the suspect down the driveway in handcuffs and he was very bloody."
Cassandra Hernandez, another neighbor, told the Rockford paper that she is friends with one of the victims.
"You never expect this here," Hernandez said. "We have such great neighbors."
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Ex-Trump lawyer Eastman should lose state law license for efforts to overturn election, judge says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Attorney John Eastman, the architect of a legal strategy aimed at keeping former President Donald Trump in power, talks to reporters after a hearing in Los Angeles, June 20, 2023. A judge has recommended that conservative attorney Eastman lose his California law license over his efforts to keep Trump in power after the 2020 election. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Attorney John Eastman, the architect of a legal strategy aimed at keeping former President Donald Trump in power, talks to reporters after a hearing in Los Angeles, June 20, 2023. A judge has recommended that conservative attorney Eastman lose his California law license over his efforts to keep Trump in power after the 2020 election. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By STEFANIE DAZIO and CHRISTOPHER WEBER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A judge has recommended that conservative attorney John Eastman lose his California law license over his efforts to keep former President Donald Trump in power after the 2020 election. 
Eastman, a former law school dean, faced 11 disciplinary charges in the state bar court stemming from his development of a legal strategy to have then-Vice President Mike Pence interfere with the certification of President Joe Biden's victory. 
State Bar Court of California Judge Yvette Roland's recommendation, issued Wednesday, now goes to the California Supreme Court for a final ruling on whether he should be disbarred. Eastman can appeal the top court's decision.
"Dr. Eastman maintains that his handling of the legal issues he was asked to assess after the November 2020 election was based on reliable legal precedent, prior presidential elections, research of constitutional text, and extensive scholarly material," Eastman's attorney, Randall Miller, said in a statement after the ruling. "The process undertaken by Dr. Eastman in 2020 is the same process taken by lawyers every day and everywhere - indeed, that is the essence of what lawyers do."

    


The judge found Eastman liable for 10 of the 11 charges, including misleading courts, moral turpitude, making false statements and plotting with Trump to hinder the transfer of power.
"Eastman conspired with President Trump to obstruct a lawful function of the government of the United States; specifically, by conspiring to disrupt the electoral count on January 6, 2021," Roland wrote in her 128-page decision. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The California State Bar is a regulatory agency and the only court system in the U.S. that is dedicated to attorney discipline. 




Eastman separately faces criminal charges in Georgia in the case accusing Trump and 18 allies of conspiring to overturn the Republican's loss in the state. Eastman, who has pleaded not guilty, has argued he was merely doing his job as Trump's attorney when he challenged the results of the 2020 election. He has denounced the case as targeting attorneys "for their zealous advocacy on behalf of their clients."

    


He's also one of the unnamed co-conspirators in the separate 2020 election interference case brought by special counsel Jack Smith, but Eastman is not charged in the federal case. 
The State Bar of California alleged that Eastman violated the state's business and professions code by making false and misleading statements that constitute acts of "moral turpitude, dishonesty, and corruption." In doing so, the agency says he "violated this duty in furtherance of an attempt to usurp the will of the American people and overturn election results for the highest office in the land -- an egregious and unprecedented attack on our democracy."
In her decision, Roland wrote: "In view of the circumstances surrounding Eastman's misconduct and balancing the aggravation and mitigation, the court recommends that Eastman be disbarred." 
Eastman was a close adviser to Trump in the run-up to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. He wrote a memo laying out a plan for Pence to reject legitimate electoral votes for Biden while presiding over the joint session of Congress on Jan. 6 in order to keep Trump in the White House.

    


Prosecutors seeking to strip Eastman of his law license depicted him as a Trump enabler who fabricated a baseless theory and made false claims of fraud in hopes of overturning the results of the election. 
Eastman's attorney countered that his client never intended to steal the election but was considering ways to delay electoral vote counting so states could investigate allegations of voting improprieties. Trump's claims of fraud were roundly rejected by courts, including by judges Trump appointed.
The judge wasn't persuaded by Eastman's claim that his actions amounted to no more than a dedicated representation of Trump. 
"It is true that an attorney has a duty to engage in zealous advocacy on behalf of a client," Roland wrote. "However, Eastman's inaccurate assertions were lies that cannot be justified as zealous advocacy. Eastman failed to uphold his primary duty of honesty and breached his ethical obligations by presenting falsehoods to bolster his legal arguments. Finally, the court notes that acts of moral turpitude are a departure from professional norms and are unequivocally outside the realm of protection afforded by the First Amendment and the obligation of vigorous advocacy."

    


Roland did agree with Eastman's attorney on one of the 11 counts. The judge found Eastman's remarks to a rally in Washington on Jan. 6 did not contribute to the subsequent assault on the Capitol. 
Eastman will be placed on involuntary inactive status within three days of the judge's order, which means he cannot practice law in California while the Supreme Court considers the case, the state bar said.

    


The States United Democracy Center, which filed an early ethics complaint against Eastman, cheered the judge's decision. 
"This is a crucial victory in the effort to hold accountable those who tried to overturn the 2020 election. After hearing from almost two dozen witnesses over a 35-day trial, the court found that John Eastman violated his ethical duties to uphold the constitution," said Christine P. Sun, a senior vice president for the nonprofit. "This decision sends an unmistakable message: No one is above the law -- not presidents, and not their lawyers."
Eastman has been a member of the California Bar since 1997, according to its website. He was a law clerk for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and a founding director of the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence, a law firm affiliated with the Claremont Institute. He ran for California attorney general in 2010, finishing second in the Republican primary.
Eastman was dean of Chapman University law school in Southern California from 2007 to 2010 and was a professor at the school when he retired in 2021 after more than 160 faculty members signed a letter calling for the university to take action against him.
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Security in Congo's mineral-rich east has deteriorated since recent elections, with a rebel group allegedly linked to neighboring Rwanda making "significant advances and expanding its territory," the U.N. special envoy for the conflict-wracked African nation said Wednesday.
Bintou Keita told the U.N. Security Council this has created "an even more disastrous humanitarian situation, with internal displacement reaching unparalleled numbers."
Last month, the United States told Rwanda and Congo that they "must walk back from the brink of war," the sharpest warning yet of a looming conflict.
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood again condemned "the aggressive military incursion" into eastern Congo by the M23 rebel group and the Rwandan Defense Force and attacks including on U.N. peacekeepers.
He called on the leaders of Rwanda and Congo "to make the decision to pursue peace -- for the sake of their people, the region and the world."

    


Wood described M23 as "a group which has perpetrated appalling human rights abuses against civilians, including sexual and gender-based violence." 




He called the international community's failure to condemn the actions of Rwanda, which is a major troop contributor to U.N. peacekeeping forces, "dismaying" and said "the U.N. should reevaluate Rwanda's credibility as a constructive partner in peacekeeping."
The U.S. State Department last month called for the withdrawal of Rwanda's troops and surface-to-air missile systems from eastern Congo and criticized M23, calling it a "Rwanda-backed" armed group.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Rwandan Foreign Ministry said last month that the country's troops are defending Rwandan territory as Congo carries out a "dramatic military build-up" near the border.
The ministry's statement said Rwanda's national security is threatened by the presence in Congo of an armed group whose members include alleged perpetrators of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda during which more than 800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutus who tried to protect them were killed.

    


The rebel group, known by its initials FDLR, "is fully integrated into" the Congolese army, the statement said. Although Rwanda has long cited a threat posed by FLDR, authorities there had never admitted to a military presence in eastern Congo.
Wood said the U.S. recognizes the FDLR "is a continuing threat to the Congolese people and a security threat to Rwanda that must be addressed."
At Wednesday's council meeting the Congolese and Rwandan ambassadors again went after each other.
Congolese Ambassador Zenon Ngay Mukongo called the M23 and Rwandan forces a "coalition of the axis of evil."
He said a meeting of heads of state is planned for April and Congo is seeking lasting peace throughout the country and that it "will not accept window-dressing arrangements aimed at perpetuating insecurity and confusion" which encourages the M23 and Rwanda's "shameless exploitation of strategic minerals" in eastern Congo.
Rwandan Ambassador Ernest Rwamucyo reiterated his government's serious concerns about the FDLR and called for Congo to resolve the security issues involving many rebel groups themselves.

    


"We should also raise awareness about the dangers of genocide, the ideology, which has spilled over into the DRC," the initials of Congo's official name, the Democratic Republic of Congo, he said.
Keita, the U.N. envoy, told the council that mediation by Angola between the countries has resumed.
In response to a question afterward by reporters about Wednesday's confrontation between the ambassadors, she said, she strongly believes this mediation and other efforts to reduce tensions should be supported "in spite of the displeasure that we saw" in the council.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Attorneys for Hunter Biden asked a judge Wednesday to toss out the tax case accusing him of a four-year scheme to avoid paying $1.4 million in taxes while living an extravagant lifestyle. 
President Joe Biden's son has pleaded not guilty to the nine felony and misdemeanor tax offenses. His attorneys argued the prosecution is politically motivated, was tainted by leaks from IRS agents who claimed publicly the case was mishandled and includes some allegations from before he moved to California. 
Prosecutors framed the claims as far-fetched during the three-hour hearing. Prosecutor Leo Wise scoffed at the idea that the case was tainted by the IRS agents "who I couldn't have picked out of a lineup."
Defense attorney Abbe Lowell, on the other hand, maintained the case was hopelessly contaminated by partisan politics, calling it "the least ordinary prosecution a person could imagine." 

    


U.S. District Judge Mark C. Scarsi appeared to be skeptical, telling Lowell the hard evidence for some of his claims was lacking. "You cite to a lot of things on the internet," he said.




Scarsi said he would likely rule on motions to dismiss by April 17.
Hunter Biden has also been charged in Delaware with lying on a federal form to buy a gun in 2018 by saying he wasn't using or addicted to illegal drugs, even though he has acknowledged being addicted to crack cocaine at the time. He has pleaded not guilty in that case, which also accuses him of possessing the gun illegally. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both cases are overseen by special counsel David Weiss and now have tentative trials scheduled for June, though defense attorneys are also trying to get the Delaware gun charges tossed out. 
The two sets of charges come from a yearslong federal investigation that had been expected to wrap up over the summer with a plea deal in which Hunter Biden would have gotten two years of probation after pleading guilty to misdemeanor tax charges. The president's son, who has since repaid the back taxes with a loan, also would have avoided prosecution on the gun charge if he stayed out of trouble.

    


Defense attorneys argue that immunity provisions in the deal were signed by a prosecutor and are still in effect, though prosecutors disagree. 
But the deal that could have spared Hunter Biden the spectacle of a criminal trial during the 2024 presidential campaign unraveled after a federal judge in Delaware began to question it. Now, the tax and gun cases are moving ahead as part of an unprecedented confluence of political and legal drama: As the November election draws closer, the Justice Department is actively prosecuting both the Democratic president's son and the presumptive Republican nominee, Donald Trump.
Hunter Biden's original proposed plea deal with prosecutors had been pilloried as a "sweetheart deal" by Republicans, including Trump. The former president is facing his own criminal problems -- 91 charges across four cases, including that he plotted to overturn the results of the 2020 election, which he lost to Joe Biden. 

    


Hunter Biden's criminal proceedings are also happening in parallel to so-far unsuccessful efforts by congressional Republicans to link his business dealings to his father. Republicans are pursuing an impeachment inquiry into President Biden, claiming he was engaged in an influence-peddling scheme with his son. No evidence has emerged to prove that Joe Biden, as president or previously as vice president, abused his role or accepted bribes, though questions have arisen about the ethics surrounding the Biden family's international business dealings.
In launching their Biden impeachment inquiry last year, the House Republicans relied in large part on unverified claims from an FBI informant released by Senate Republicans suggesting that payments totaling $10 million from Ukrainian energy company Burisma to the Bidens were discussed. The now-former FBI informant, Alexander Smirnov, was arrested last month in a case also overseen by Weiss. He has pleaded not guilty to charges that he fabricated the bribery allegations. His attorney attended Wednesday's hearing, though he did not speak in the courtroom. 
If convicted of the tax charges, Hunter Biden, 53, could receive a maximum of 17 years in prison.
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Donald Trump assails judge and his daughter after gag order in New York hush-money criminal case

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A New York judge has scheduled former President Donald Trump's hush money trial to begin April 15. Judge Juan M. Merchan made the ruling Monday. Trump called the date "unfair" and complained of election interference.
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump speaks during a press conference at 40 Wall Street after a pre-trial hearing at Manhattan criminal court, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. A New York judge has scheduled an April 15 trial date in former President Donald Trump's hush money case. Judge Juan M. Merchan made the ruling Monday.(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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    Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump lashed out Wednesday at the New York judge who put him under a gag order ahead of his April 15 hush-money criminal trial, making a fallacious claim about his daughter and urging him to step aside from the case.
In a social media post, the former president suggested without evidence that Judge Juan M. Merchan was kowtowing to his daughter's interests as a Democratic political consultant. He also made a claim -- later repudiated by court officials -- that she had posted a social media photo showing Trump behind bars.
Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, complained on his Truth Social platform that the gag order issued Tuesday was "illegal, un-American, unConstitutional." He said that Merchan, a veteran Manhattan jurist, was "wrongfully attempting to deprive me of my First Amendment Right to speak out against the Weaponization of Law Enforcement" by Democratic rivals.

    


Trump claimed that Merchan's daughter, Loren Merchan, whose firm has worked on campaigns for President Joe Biden and other Democrats, had recently posted a photo on social media depicting her "obvious goal" of seeing him jailed.




In a statement, a spokesperson for New York's state court system said that claim was false and that the social media account Trump was referencing no longer belongs to Loren Merchan. It appears to have been taken over by someone else after she deleted it about a year ago, court spokesperson Al Baker said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The account on X, formerly known as Twitter, "is not linked to her email address, nor has she posted under that screenname since she deleted the account. Rather, it represents the reconstitution, last April, and manipulation of an account she long ago abandoned," Baker said.
Messages seeking comment were left for Loren Merchan and Trump's campaign.
Trump did not link to the purported photo, but an X account under the name "LM" showed a photo illustration of an imprisoned Trump as its profile picture Wednesday morning. It was later changed to an image of Vice President Kamala Harris as a child.

    


Loren Merchan's consulting firm had linked to that account in its social media posts in past years, but it is now private with no posts displayed and states that it joined the platform in April 2023, after Baker said she deleted it. Usernames on X can be taken over by other users after they're deleted.
The gag order, which prosecutors had requested, bars Trump from either making or directing other people to make public statements on his behalf about jurors and potential witnesses in the hush-money trial, such as his lawyer turned nemesis Michael Cohen and porn star Stormy Daniels. It also prohibits any statements meant to interfere with or harass the court's staff, prosecution team or their families. 
It does not bar comments about Merchan or his family, nor does it prohibit criticism of Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg, the elected Democrat whose office is prosecuting Trump.
Trump's post insinuating that Loren Merchan had posted the photo came after conservative commentator Laura Loomer posted a story online Tuesday claiming to have unearthed her X account.

    


"So, let me get this straight," Trump wrote on Truth Social, "the Judge's daughter is allowed to post pictures of her 'dream' of putting me in jail ... but I am not allowed to talk about the attacks against me, and the Lunatics trying to destroy my life and prevent me from winning the 2024 Presidential Election, which I am dominating?"
Bragg's office declined to comment.
Trump's three-part Truth Social post was his first reaction to the gag order. His focus on Merchan's daughter echoed his lawyers' arguments last year when they urged the judge to exit the case. The judge had also made several small donations totaling $35 to Democratic causes during the 2020 campaign, including $15 to Biden.
Merchan said then that a state court ethics panel found that Loren Merchan's work had no bearing on his impartiality. The judge said in a ruling last September that he was certain of his "ability to be fair and impartial" and that Trump's lawyers had "failed to demonstrate that there exists concrete, or even realistic reasons for recusal to be appropriate, much less required on these grounds."

    


In a recent interview, Merchan told The Associated Press that he and his staff were working diligently to prepare for the historic first trial of a former president.
"There's no agenda here," Merchan said. "We want to follow the law. We want justice to be done."
Trump's hush-money case, set to be the first of his four criminal cases to go to trial, centers on allegations that he falsely logged payments to Cohen as legal fees in his company's books when they were for Cohen's work during the 2016 campaign covering up negative stories about Trump. That included $130,000 Cohen paid Daniels on Trump's behalf so she wouldn't publicize her claim of a sexual encounter with him years earlier.

    


Trump pleaded not guilty last April to 34 counts of falsifying business records, a felony punishable by up to four years in prison, though there is no guarantee that a conviction would result in jail time. He denies having sex with Daniels and his lawyers have said that the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses, not part of any coverup.
In issuing the gag order, Merchan cited Trump's history of "threatening, inflammatory, denigrating" remarks about people involved in his legal cases. A violation could result in Trump being held in contempt of court, fined or even jailed.
Though not covered by the restrictions, Merchan referenced Trump's various comments about him as an example of his rhetoric. The gag order mirrors one imposed and largely upheld by a federal appeals court panel in Trump's Washington, D.C., election interference criminal case.
Trump's lawyers fought a gag order, warning it would amount to unconstitutional and unlawful prior restraint on his free speech rights. 
Merchan had long resisted imposing one, recognizing Trump's "special" status as a former president and current candidate and not wanting to trample his ability to defend himself publicly. 
But, he said, as the trial nears, he found that his obligation to ensuring the integrity of the case outweighs First Amendment concerns. He said Trump's statements have induced fear and necessitated added security measures to protect his targets and investigate threats.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-judge-merchan-hush-money-gag-order-truth-social-daughter-578a0c6334b206d81dc2ebf6a410a502



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Prospective Mercosur-EU deal is 'terrible' and outdated, Macron says  | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



France's Macron tells Brazilian execs that prospective Mercosur-EU deal is 'terrible' and outdated

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: French President Emmanuel Macron speaks during a meeting with the business community at the Sao Paulo State Industries Federation, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Macron is on a three-day official visit to Brazil. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron told Brazilian executives on Wednesday that a proposed deal between the European Union and the South American trade bloc Mercosur is bad for both parties. 
Speaking at a forum in Sao Paulo, Macron said the Mercosur-EU deal is outdated and needs reworking to take climate change into account. His comments reinforced his opposition, which has been the most outspoken among European leaders. 
"The trade deal with Mercosur as it is being negotiated now is a terrible deal. For you and for us," Macron said, according to the translation into Portuguese by Sao Paulo's Industry Federation, whose headquarters held the event. "It was negotiated 20 years ago. We need to rebuild it."
Macron opposes any agreement so long as South American producers fail to adhere to the same environmental and health standards as Europeans. Farmers raised concerns about pesticides during protests across Europe earlier this year.





    


Mercosur is formed by Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay.
"You can try to reanimate that flame, but it is not the same thing. We need to rebuild it as the world is now. It is important to take diversity and the climate into account, and those are not being considered," Macron added. "(We want) a responsible trade deal, that has development, climate and biodiversity. A deal for a new generation, with clauses that allow reciprocity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macron hadn't mentioned the topic at the start of his three-day visit to Brazil, during a busy schedule in the Amazon city of Belem with his counterpart, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Prior to the trip, his office said a potential deal would not be on the agenda. 
"This deal, as it is, I don't defend it," the French president said, with Brazil's Vice President Geraldo Alckmin sitting in the audience.
Alckmin, who is also Brazil's industry minister, didn't mention the negotiations in his own speech, but alluded to them.

    


"President Lula always says there needs to be reciprocity. It is win-win. We gain markets, we open our market," he said. Some Brazilian economists have insisted the EU is not opening enough for Mercosur goods.
The French president also asked Brazilian companies to believe more in France, invest there and use it as a platform to Europe.
"I am sure we have a common agenda to overcome the great problems that come due to climate change and that will allow us to make an energy transition," Macron said.
On Tuesday, Lula and Macron announced a plan to invest 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion) in the Amazon, including parts of the rainforest in neighboring French Guiana.
The two countries' governments said in a joint statement the money will be spread over the next four years to protect the rainforest. It will be a collaboration of state-run Brazilian banks and France's investment agency.
On Thursday, the French president will head to Brasilia to again meet with Lula.
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    [image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Debate emerges over whether modern protections could have saved Baltimore bridge

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP)]
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore. The ship rammed into the major bridge early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        When a 900-foot container ship struck the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge in 2007, the span stood firm and no one died, either on the ship or the highway above. 
The bridge's supports were protected by a fendering system of concrete and other materials that was installed to absorb such strikes. And it's now prompting the question: Could such a system -- or others like it -- have saved Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge?
Some experts are saying yes. 
Sherif El-Tawil, a University of Michigan engineering professor, said there are several safety measures that "would have made a huge difference" had they been in place Tuesday morning when a cargo ship plowed into the bridge and caused its collapse.
El-Tawil said a fendering system may have softened the 985-foot-long ship's blow. Pilings anchored to the river bottom, known as dolphins, are another measure that could have helped to deflect the container ship Dali. And yet another potential protection would have been islands of rocks or concrete around the bridge's supports. 

    


"It may seem like a very large force," El-Tawil said of the massive cargo ship. "But I think you can design around it, either through a protective system or by designing the bridge itself to have massive towers."




Such protections have become a focal point in the wake of the tragedy, which claimed the lives of six construction workers. Experts say the 47-year-old Key Bridge did not appear to have the protections that are common among newer spans. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The incident is raising questions about how much money American taxpayers are willing to spend to protect against these rare but deadly catastrophes. And not everyone agrees the Key Bridge could have been saved. 
"There's a lot of debate taking place among the engineering community about whether any of those features could have had any role in a situation like this," U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said Wednesday at a White House briefing. 

    


"It's difficult to overstate the impact of this collision we're talking about," Buttigieg said. "It's not just as big as a building, it's really as big as a block --- 100,000 tons all going into this pier all at once."
Buttigieg did not directly answer a question about whether steps should be taken to protect the nation's bridges. But the secretary noted that many bridges have been designed to better protect against collisions since a freighter struck Florida's Sunshine Skyway Bridge in 1980, killing 35 people. 
Baltimore's Key Bridge opened three years before that disaster in 1977, a time when cargo ships were much smaller in size. In recent years, vessels have grown to carry more containers to save on shipping costs. Ports in Georgia and South Carolina have dredged deeper channels to accommodate them, while part of a bridge was elevated to allow bigger ships to reach New York City-area ports.
The Skyway Bridge disaster in Tampa prompted a paradigm shift in design in the early 1980s, said Mark Luther, a University of South Florida oceanography professor and director of the USF Center for Maritime and Port Studies. 

    


The new Skyway Bridge was built with rock islands around its main supports and large cylindrical piers on either side of those islands to make it "very difficult for a vessel to strike any part of the bridge and knock it down," Luther said. 
"To go back and retrofit a bridge like the Key Bridge with these features would be extremely expensive," Luther said. "And to my knowledge nobody's done it. (They've) just had to accept what risk there is with the construction that was state-of-the art in the '70s."
Roberto Leon, a Virginia Tech engineering professor, said the technology exists to protect a bridge against a collision with a massive cargo ship like the Dali. 
But he cautioned that governments will always be weighing the costs and the risks. And the protections put in place don't always match up to the size of the disaster, even if the Key bridge was retrofitted with modern safety measures. 
"This was an enormous load," he said of the ship that struck the Key Bridge. "If the protection system had been designed for that load. I think it would have protected the bridge. But a big question is: Would you design it for such an enormous load? Because as the load increases, it becomes much more expensive." 
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    [image: FILE - Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Oct. 19, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. A Texas law that allows the state to arrest and deport migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. will remain on hold for now, a federal appeals court ruled. The order late Tuesday, March 26, 2024, from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals followed a March 20 hearing by a three-judge panel of the court. It's just the latest move in a seesaw legal case that is not yet over. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Texas Department of Public Safety officers guard an entrance to Shelby Park on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. A federal appeals court, Tuesday, March 26, has refused to lift an order that blocks Texas from arresting and deporting migrants suspected of illegally crossing the border. (Sam Owens/The San Antonio Express-News via AP, File)]
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FILE - Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Oct. 19, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. A Texas law that allows the state to arrest and deport migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. will remain on hold for now, a federal appeals court ruled. The order late Tuesday, March 26, 2024, from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals followed a March 20 hearing by a three-judge panel of the court. It's just the latest move in a seesaw legal case that is not yet over. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Texas Department of Public Safety officers guard an entrance to Shelby Park on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. A federal appeals court, Tuesday, March 26, has refused to lift an order that blocks Texas from arresting and deporting migrants suspected of illegally crossing the border. (Sam Owens/The San Antonio Express-News via AP, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Texas' plans to arrest migrants suspected of illegally entering the U.S. will remain on hold under a federal appeals court order that likely prevents enforcement of Republican Gov. Greg Abbott's new immigration law until a broader decision on whether it is legal.
The 2-1 ruling late Tuesday is the second time a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has put a temporary hold on the the Texas law. It follows a confusing few hours last week the Supreme Court allowed the law to take effect, setting off anger and anticipation along the U.S.-Mexico border.
The same panel of appeals judges will hear arguments on the law next week. 
"I think what we can draw from this, from the chaos that this has been are several conclusions," said Lisa Graybill, vice president of law and policy at the National Immigration Law Center. "One is that this is clearly a controversial law. Two is that the politics of the justices on the bench are very clearly playing out in their rulings."

    


Texas authorities announced no arrests made under the law during that short window on March 19 before the appellate panel stepped in and blocked it.
In Tuesday's order, Chief Judge Priscilla Richman cited a 2012 Supreme Court decision that struck down portions of a strict Arizona immigration law, including arrest power. The Texas law is considered by opponents to be the most dramatic attempt by a state to police immigration since that Arizona law. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For nearly 150 years, the Supreme Court has held that the power to control immigration -- the entry, admission, and removal of noncitizens -- is exclusively a federal power," wrote Richman, an appointee of Republican President George W. Bush. 
The Justice Department has argued that Texas' law is a clear violation of federal authority and would create chaos at the border. Texas has argued that President Joe Biden's administration isn't doing enough to control the border and that the state has a right to take action.

    


The Texas law, Richman wrote, "creates separate, distinct state criminal offenses and related procedures regarding unauthorized entry of noncitizens into Texas from outside the country and their removal."
She was joined in the opinion by Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez, a Biden appointee.
Judge Andrew Oldham, an appointee of former President Donald Trump and a former aide to Abbott, dissented from the majority decision.
Oldham wrote that the Biden administration faced a high bar to take sovereign power that Texas has to enforce a law its people and leaders want. 
"In our federal system, the State of Texas is supposed to retain at least some of its sovereignty," Oldham wrote. "Its people are supposed to be able to use that sovereignty to elect representatives and send them to Austin to debate and enact laws that respond to the exigencies that Texans experience and that Texans want addressed."
The law was in effect for several hours on March 19 after the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way. But the high court didn't rule on the merits of the case. It instead sent the case back to the 5th Circuit, which suspended enforcement while it considered the latest appeal. 

    


The latest ruling keeps the block in place. 
Phone messages were left Wednesday seeking comment from spokespersons for Abbott and state Attorney General Ken Paxton.
The law signed by Abbott allows any Texas law enforcement officer to arrest people suspected of entering the country illegally. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a Texas judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted on misdemeanor charges of illegal entry. Migrants who don't leave could face arrest again under more serious felony charges.
Authorities have offered various explanations for how they might enforce the law. Mexico has said it would refuse to take back anyone who is ordered by Texas to cross the border. 
The brief window while the law was in effect revealed that many sheriffs were unprepared, unable or uninterested in enforcing it. 
Sheriff Thaddeus Cleveland of Terrell County, which touches more than 50 miles (80 kilometers) of border, told The Associated Press last week said there's no practical way for him to enforce the law. Cleveland said he has no way to transport people, the county jail has space for just seven people and the closest port of entry is a drive of more than 2 1/2 hours away.

    


Smith County Sheriff Larry Smith, president of the Texas Sheriff's Association, said the law will have little effect in his jurisdiction in East Texas, which is closer to Louisiana and Oklahoma than Mexico which is nearly 400 miles (644 kilometers) away.
Critics have said the Texas law could lead to civil rights violations and racial profiling.
Supporters have rejected those concerns, saying arresting officers must have probable cause, which could include witnessing the illegal entry or seeing it on video. They also say that they expect the law would be used mostly in border counties, though it would apply statewide.

    


___
Associated Press writers Ken Miller in Oklahoma City, Acacia Coronado in Austin, Texas, and Elliot Spagat in San Diego contributed to this report. 
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that Sheriff Thaddeus Cleveland spoke to the AP and did not attend the gathering at the Capitol.
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    [image: Women mourn during the funeral procession of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: Paramedic workers search for victims in the rubble of a paramedic center that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike early Wednesday in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: People gather on the rubble of a paramedic center that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike early Wednesday in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Palestinians carry the body of a woman found under the rubble of a destroyed building following an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: Mourners carry the bodies of three Palestinians draped in the Islamic Jihad militant group and Palestinian flags during their funeral in the Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said early Wednesday that three Palestinians were killed and another four were wounded by Israeli fire in Jenin. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: A man passes by a car destroyed in an Israeli army raid in the West Bank Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said early Wednesday that three Palestinians were killed and another four were wounded by Israeli fire in Jenin. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | A man passes by a car destroyed in an Israeli army raid in the West Bank Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said early Wednesday that three Palestinians were killed and another four were wounded by Israeli fire in Jenin. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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[image: Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: People mourn over the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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    [image: Women mourn during the funeral procession of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: Paramedic workers search for victims in the rubble of a paramedic center that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike early Wednesday in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: People gather on the rubble of a paramedic center that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike early Wednesday in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 15
Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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[image: Palestinians carry the body of a woman found under the rubble of a destroyed building following an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians carry the body of a woman found under the rubble of a destroyed building following an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Mourners carry the bodies of three Palestinians draped in the Islamic Jihad militant group and Palestinian flags during their funeral in the Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said early Wednesday that three Palestinians were killed and another four were wounded by Israeli fire in Jenin. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: A man passes by a car destroyed in an Israeli army raid in the West Bank Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said early Wednesday that three Palestinians were killed and another four were wounded by Israeli fire in Jenin. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Palestinians search for bodies at a house hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, Gaza Strip on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: People mourn over the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several of its members. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15
People carry the coffins of paramedics who were killed in an Israeli airstrike, during a funeral procession in Hebbariye village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. The Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group killed several people. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The death toll from Israeli airstrikes across southern Lebanon has climbed to 16, including several militants and members of paramedic groups, according to Lebanese state media and the militant organizations.
And in northern Israel, one man was killed by a barrage of at least 30 rockets fired by Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which said it was responding to a deadly airstrike targeting a paramedic center linked to a Sunni Muslim group.
International mediators have been scrambling to prevent an all-out war between Israel and Hezbollah amid near-daily violence, mostly confined to the area along the Lebanon-Israel border. 
Hezbollah has been launching rockets toward Israel since Oct. 8, the day after Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel, triggering the war in Gaza. Some 1,200 people were killed in Israel and another 250 people abducted.

    


More than 32,000 people have been killed in Gaza and 74,000 wounded, according to the Health Ministry, which doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its tally. The ministry says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. 




Currently:
-- Israel and Hamas dig in as pressure builds for a cease-fire in Gaza.
-- With its soldiers mired in Gaza, Israel is also fighting over drafting the ultra-Orthodox.
-- They fled kibbutzim after Hamas attacked. Now, many Israelis must decide whether to go back.
-- Seven Lebanese and an Israeli are killed in an exchange of fire along the Lebanon-Israel border.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Find more AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
Here's the latest:
U.N. SAYS A HOSPITAL IN SOUTHERN GAZA HAS CLOSED, LEAVING ONLY 12 LEFT 
UNITED NATIONS -- Two-thirds of Gaza's 36 hospitals aren't functioning after Al Amal Hospital in the south of the territory ceased operation amid intense military activity, U.N. humanitarian officials report.
According to the U.N. World Health Organization, Gaza now has just 12 operating hospitals - two that are "minimally functional" and 10 that are partially functional, four in the north and six in the south, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday.

    


More than two dozen staff, six patients and a companion and the bodies of two people killed inside Al Amal were moved Monday by the U.N. humanitarian office, the Palestine Red Crescent Society and the International Committee for the Red Cross before the hospital was closed Tuesday, Dujarric said.
Andrea De Domenico, the head of U.N. humanitarian operations in the Palestinian territories, visited the partially functioning Kamal Adwan hospital in the north last week and reported that it is receiving "about 15 malnourished children a day and is struggling to maintain services," Dujarric said.
"The hospital's only generator has been heavily damaged, and health workers and patients desperately need food, water and sanitation assistance," the U.N. spokesman said.
According to the U.N. World Food Program, Dujarric said, roughly 70% of northern Gaza's population "is facing catastrophic hunger" but efforts to deliver life-saving aid have been impeded by fighting and "access constraints" in getting food to those in need.

    


This month, WFP was only able to send 11 convoys to the north with food for some 74,000 people, far below the colossal needs of the population, Dujarric said.
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES IN LEBANON KILL 9 PEOPLE INCLUDING PARAMEDICS, STATE NEWS AGENCY SAYS
BEIRUT -- Israeli airstrikes killed nine people in southern Lebanon late Wednesday, including paramedics who were preparing to respond to the first strike, the state-run National News Agency said.
That raises the number of people killed by Israeli strikes Wednesday to 16, after an earlier attack hit a different paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group, killing seven of the group's members.
And earlier Wednesday, the Shiite militant group Hezbollah claimed responsibility for firing a barrage of rockets into the northern Israeli city of Kiryat Shmona and a military base, which killed one person. It said the rockets were in response to the deadly strike on the paramedics center.
The Lebanese news agency said Israel bombed the village of Teir Harfa after sunset, killing five, and a second strike killed four people as paramedics gathered near a cafe in the coastal town of Naqoura. 

    


Hezbollah's Islamic Health Society said two of its paramedics were killed in Teir Harfa while the Islamic Risala Scout Association, also a paramedic group, said one of its members was killed in the strike on Naqoura. Hezbollah said two of its fighters were killed, without saying where.
The Amal movement, a Shiite political and paramilitary organization, said the strike on Naquora killed one of its local commanders, identified as Ali Mahdi. 
Israel's military said it had struck a Hezbollah military compound in Teir Harfa and a "terrorist cell" in Naqoura. 
Israel said the earlier strike in Hebbariye killed a member of the Sunni al-Jamaa al-Islamiya, or the Islamic Group, and several other militants. It said the man was involved in attacks against Israel.

    


Hezbollah has been firing rockets into northern Israel since the day after Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7. The near-daily violence has mostly been confined to the area along the Lebanon-Israel border.
Nearly 240 Hezbollah fighters and about 40 civilians have died in Lebanon. The fighting has killed nine civilians and 11 soldiers in Israel.
IN RARE SPEECH, HEAD OF HAMAS FIGHTERS IN GAZA CALLS ON MUSLIMS TO LIBERATE JERUSALEM MOSQUE
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip -- Hamas has released a rare recording of what it says is the shadowy head of its military wing calling on Muslims around the world to liberate Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque.
Wednesday's recording was a reminder of the difficulty Israel has faced in realizing its stated goal of destroying Hamas' military capabilities.
Mohammed Deif delivered the message in a voice recording posted Wednesday on the militant group's channel in the messaging app Telegram. 
"Start marching today, now, not tomorrow, toward Palestine," Deif says in a message aimed at Muslims globally, calling them to join "the honor of jihad and participation in the liberation of Al-Aqsa Mosque."
Al-Aqsa is the third-holiest site in Islam, and sits on a disputed hilltop revered by Jews and Muslims in Jerusalem's Old City.
No image of Deif appears in the recording, and it was not possible to authenticate it. It was not clear when the recording was made.
The leader of Hamas' Qassam Brigades has not been seen in public in decades, and the last time Hamas published a voice recording of him was the day of the Oct. 7. attack that triggered the war.
Israel says Deif is one of the masterminds of the attack, and he tops Israel's most-wanted list alongside Yehya Sinwar, the overall leader of Hamas in Gaza.
Deif is thought to be paralyzed after surviving multiple assassination attempts. Israel has released a small number of photos of what it says are Deif.
NETANYAHU SAYS CIVILIANS IN RAFAH CAN 'JUST MOVE' AWAY FROM AN ISRAELI GROUND INVASION
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has downplayed U.S. fears of a humanitarian catastrophe if Israel launches a planned ground invasion into Gaza's southernmost city, saying civilians would be able to flee the fighting into other parts of the war-torn territory.
Speaking Wednesday to a bipartisan U.S. Congressional delegation visiting Israel, Netanyahu said people sheltering in Rafah - now more than half of Gaza's 2.3 million population - will be able to move away from the fighting.
"People just move, they move with their tents," Netanyahu said. "People moved down (to Rafah). They can move back up."
Israel says a ground offensive is needed to destroy thousands of Hamas fighters in Rafah. The planned incursion has raised global alarm because the city on the Gaza-Egypt border is jammed with 1.4 million Palestinians in sprawling tent camps and U.N. shelters, most of whom have fled fighting elsewhere.
The United States, Israel's top ally, has urged Israel not to carry out the operation without a "credible" plan to evacuate civilians. Rafah is also the main entry point for desperately needed aid into Gaza, where the U.N. says 100% of the population is at severe levels of food insecurity.
Netanyahu suggested that the dispute over Rafah was just another in a series of disagreements between the allies and that he "appreciates" President Joe Biden's support, but that Israel will act alone "if we have to."
Israel's military has said it plans to direct the civilians to "humanitarian islands" in central Gaza ahead of the planned offensive. 
REPUBLICAN U.S. SEN. GRAHAM, ON A VISIT TO ISRAEL, CALLS FOR BIDEN TO LET ISRAEL DESTROY HAMAS IN SOUTHERN GAZA CITY OF RAFAH
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Republican U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham wants the Biden administration and Congress to allow Israel to militarily defeat all remaining Hamas fighters in the southern Gaza city of Rafah -- which is overflowing with more than a million displaced civilians. Israel says there are thousands of Hamas militants in that area.
Defeating Hamas in Rafah is "non-negotiable," Graham told reporters in Jerusalem on Wednesday. "I urge the Biden administration, the Congress to make sure that Israel has the time and space to achieve victory over Hamas militarily." 
The U.S. Department of Defense wants Israel to protect civilians and secure the delivery of aid into Gaza during any military operation into Rafah, where over half of Gaza's 2.3 million people have fled to escape fighting in other areas and are packed into rudimentary tent camps and U.N.-run shelters.
Israel was meant to send a delegation to Washington to discuss plans for defeating Hamas in Rafah. However, Israel cancelled the visit after the U.S. allowed the U.N. Security Council to pass a resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and the release of Israeli hostages held by Hamas, without linking the two. 
The cancelled meeting was the strongest public clash between Israel and the U.S. since the war began.
Graham said he understood Israel's opposition to the U.N. resolution, saying the wording created doubt. But he hoped for a "breakthrough" that would bring Israel and the U.S. "back together talking about the way forward."
NETANYAHU SAYS U.S. VISIT WAS CANCELED AS A MESSAGE TO HAMAS
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says his decision not to send a delegation to Washington for talks with the Biden administration was meant to deliver a message to Hamas that international pressure against Israel will not prompt it to end the war without concessions from the militant group.
Netanyahu's remarks appeared to be an attempt to smooth over a clash between Israel and Washington this week following the U.S. decision not to veto a U.N. Security Council resolution this week demanding an immediate cease-fire. Netanyahu decided in response to cancel a delegation's visit to Washington meant to discuss Israel's plans for an offensive in Gaza's southernmost town of Rafah.
Speaking to visiting Republican Sen. Rick Scott of Florida on Wednesday, Netanyahu said the cancelled visit "was a message first and foremost to Hamas: don't bet on this pressure, it's not going to work."
Netanyahu said the U.S. abstention was "very, very bad," and that it "encouraged Hamas to take a hard line and to believe that international pressure will prevent Israel" from achieving its war aims. Israel wants to destroy Hamas' military and governing capabilities and free the hostages taken by the militant group during its Oct. 7 attack.
The U.S. abstention and Netanyahu's decision to cancel the delegation was the strongest public dispute between the two allies since the war in Gaza began.
RAFAH AIRSTRIKE KILLS AT LEAST 4, WITH 10 MORE FEARED BURIED UNDER RUBBLE
RAFAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian health officials say an airstrike on an apartment building in the southernmost Gaza city of Rafah has killed at least four people. 
An Associated Press reporter saw the bodies arrive at a local hospital. Relatives say another 10 people were still buried under the rubble. 
Palestinians could be seen digging through the remains of a pancaked building early Wednesday. Mohammed Dheir, a neighbor, says there were "limbs all over the ground."
Israel has threatened to expand its ground operation to Rafah, where some 1.4 million people - over half of Gaza's population - have sought refuge. The military has regularly carried out airstrikes on Rafah since the start of the war.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed across the border on Oct. 7 and attacked several Israeli communities and army bases, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians. They abducted another 250 and dragged them back to Gaza.
In response, Israel launched one of the deadliest and most destructive military campaigns in recent history. 
Gaza's Health Ministry said Wednesday that at least 32,490 Palestinians have been killed since the start of the war. It does not differentiate between fighters and civilians but says women and children make up around two-third of those killed.
The Israeli military says it has killed over 13,000 fighters. It blames civilian deaths on Hamas because the militants fight in dense, residential areas, but the military rarely comments on individual strikes. 
18 PEOPLE HAVE NOW DIED TRYING TO RECOVER AIRDROPPED AID, GAZA OFFICIALS SAY
RAFAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian officials say at least six people drowned earlier this week while trying to recover airdropped food aid in northern Gaza.
Mahmoud Bassel, a spokesman for Gaza's Civil Defense rescue service, says a large group of men swam out into the Mediterranean Sea on Monday to try to recover aid parcels. Six bodies were later recovered and transferred to a nearby hospital.
He said Wednesday that a total of 18 people have died while trying to recover airdropped aid in scenes of chaos and desperation.
"Sometimes it falls into the sea, sometimes on civilians, sometimes on houses, sometimes on Israeli territory beyond the border fence," he said.
The Hamas-run government media office has also reported 18 deaths related to the aid drops. The United States and other nations have carried out several airdrops in recent weeks to try and get food to Palestinians in northern Gaza, where experts say famine is imminent.
Aid groups say the airdrops are no substitute for bringing aid in overland and have called on Israel to streamline its inspection procedures and open more crossings.
Israel's offensive, launched in response to Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, has caused widespread devastation in northern Gaza and Israeli forces have largely sealed the north off since October. Aid groups say requests to deliver aid to the north are often denied by the military or are too dangerous because of the breakdown in security across Gaza.
ISRAELI MILITARY KILLS 3 PALESTINIANS DURING AN OVERNIGHT RAID IN THE WEST BANK
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says its forces killed three Palestinian militants during an overnight raid in the West Bank.
The military said it opened fire on militants who hurled explosive devices, killing one of them. It said an airstrike killed two other militants, and that its forces destroyed a vehicle containing explosive devices after arresting two people who were inside it.
The Palestinian Health Ministry said two of those killed were 19 years old. It says another four Palestinians were wounded in the raid, which occurred overnight into Wednesday. It did not say whether any of those killed or wounded were militants or civilians. 
Violence across the West Bank has spiked since the war in Gaza broke out on Oct. 7, when Palestinian militants launched an incursion on southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people and kidnapping around 250 others.
The raid was carried out in the Jenin refugee camp, which has seen regular clashes between Israeli forces and Palestinian militants in recent years. The dense, urban camp was built to house Palestinian refugees from what is now Israel who fled or were driven out during the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation.
The Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, has little control over Jenin.
At least 450 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank by Israeli fire since the conflict broke out, according to Palestinian health officials.
HEZBOLLAH CLAIMS ROCKET ATTACK THAT KILLED 1 IN NORTHERN ISRAEL
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel Rescue Services said that one person was killed and two others lightly injured in a Hezbollah rocket attack on northern Israel. The man, 25, was killed from a fire that broke out at a factory in an industrial park in the northern city of Kiryat Shmona as a result of a direct hit.
Around 30 rockets were launched from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, according to the Israeli military. Hezbollah took responsibility for the launches and said they were in response to an Israeli airstrike that killed seven members of a militant group in southern Lebanon.
Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group began launching rockets toward Israel one day after Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7. There has been near-daily violence, mostly confined to the area along the Lebanon-Israel border, and international mediators are scrambling to prevent an all-out war between Hezbollah and Israel.
The fighting has killed nine civilians and 11 soldiers in Israel. More than 200 Hezbollah fighters and about 40 civilians have died in Lebanon.
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKE KILLS 7 IN LEBANON
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike on a paramedic center linked to a Lebanese Sunni Muslim group in south Lebanon killed seven of its members early Wednesday.
The airstrike on the village of Hebbariye hit an office of the Islamic Emergency and Relief Corps overnight, according to the Lebanese Ambulance Association. The strike was one of the deadliest single attacks since violence erupted along the Lebanon-Israel border more than five months ago.
"This condemned crime forms a flagrant violation against humanitarian work," the association said in a statement. It listed the names of the seven volunteers who were killed in the strike.
The militant Hezbollah group vowed to avenge the attack, saying it "will not pass without punishment."
The Israeli military said it struck "a military building" in Hebbariye and killed a member of Lebanon's Sunni Muslim al-Jamaa al-Islamiya, or the Islamic Group. It said the man was involved in carrying out attacks against Israel and several other militants were killed with him as well.
Since the Israel-Hamas began on Oct. 7, Hezbollah has been carrying attacks against Israel's military posts along the border. Israel has since carried out scores of airstrikes, mostly along the borde,r but since late February they have started attacking northeast Lebanon.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-latest-03-27-2024-dac468145fa4170a368938e527eec269



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    NCAA President Charlie Baker urges states with legal wagering to ban prop bets on college athletes | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NCAA President Charlie Baker urges states with legal wagering to ban prop bets on college athletes

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An official game ball sits on the court during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game between Southern California and UCLA in the semifinals of the Pac-12 tournament Friday, March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. NCAA President Charlie Baker on Wednesday, March 26, urged lawmakers in states with legal wagering on sporting events to ban betting on individual player performances.(AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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                                        In the midst of March Madness, the NCAA is pushing for states with legal wagering on sporting events to ban prop bets on college athletes.
"Sports betting issues are on the rise across the country with prop bets continuing to threaten the integrity of competition and leading to student-athletes getting harassed," NCAA President Charlie Baker said Wednesday in statement posted on social media. "The NCAA has been working with states to deal with these threats and many are responding by banning college prop bets."
Prop bets -- short for proposition bets -- allow gamblers to wager on statistics a player will accumulate during a game rather than the final score.
Baker's statement came two days after the NBA confirmed it opened an investigation into unusual betting patterns surrounding props involving Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter. The Raptors said Porter would miss his third consecutive game Wednesday for personal reasons.

    


Some NBA players and coaches have been outspoken recently about prop bets and how gamblers react when numbers fail to hit. Indiana Pacers guard Tyrese Haliburton said his social media is filled with complaints and Cleveland Cavaliers coach J.B. Bickerstaff revealed he received threats from gamblers last season and reported it to the NBA.




Earlier this month, U.S. Integrity, a company used by many professional sports leagues and college conferences to monitor betting activity, flagged a Temple regular-season men's basketball game for wagering irregularities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NCAA men's and women's basketball tournaments are a huge draw for gamblers. The American Gaming Association estimates $2.7 billion will be bet this year on March Madness through legal sportsbooks.
Several states including Colorado, Arizona, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania and Oregon have rules prohibiting prop betting on college athletes that predate the NCAA's recent push. Others such as Illinois, Connecticut and Iowa do not allow college athlete prop bets involving in-state teams.

    


Kansas, Michigan, Louisiana and Wyoming allow bettors to place prop bets on college athletes regardless of where they play.
The NCAA already has made some progress this year toward eliminating prop bets on college athletes. Gambling regulators in Ohio, Vermont and Maryland have removed prop betting on college athletes online and in sportsbooks. Baker and his staff are reaching out to regulators in other states to encourage similar bans.
The Ohio Casino Control Commission said last month in granting the NCAA's request that prop bets last year on NCAA athletes with sports gaming operators in the state brought in approximately $104.6 million, which accounted for 1.35% of the total amount wagered. Prop bets on college athletes accounted for about 2.2% of wagers.
Chris Cylke, senior vice president for government relations for the American Gaming Association, said banning legal wagering on college player propositions would drive more bettors to illegal and offshore sportsbooks.
"While it is unclear how this advances our shared goal of reducing athlete harassment, we do know that driving customers to illegal channels will ultimately hinder the ability to monitor for and detect potential suspicious betting behavior," Cylke said in a statement provided to The Associated Press.

    


The number of states that now allow some form of sports betting has grown to 38, plus the District of Columbia. Thirty states and the nation's capital allow online wagering.
Companies that monitor sports betting for irregularities have warned college sports administrators that prop betting on unpaid athletes elevates the potential risk for a scandal because players can more easily influence their own performance than the overall outcome of a game.
The NCAA conducted a survey after last year's basketball tournaments that found 58% of 18- to 22-year-olds are gambling.
Baker has said the proliferation of legal sports gambling has increased stress on college athletes.
"All that chatter about who's playing, who's not playing. Who's sore, who's not sore. What's going on with the team you're playing? What do you think your chances are? Which is just classic chatter, where -- in a world where people are betting -- takes on a whole new consequence," Baker said in January before his address to membership at the NCAA convention.

    


The NCAA has partnered with a data science company called Signify, which also works with the NBA Players Association and WNBA, to identify online threats made to athletes during championship events that are linked to wagering.
"Basically tracks ugly, nasty stuff that's being directed at people who are participating in their tournaments and we'd use it the same way," Baker said in January. "And it can shut it down or basically block it. And in some cases even track back to where it came from."
In October, the NCAA announced it would be advocating for state legislators to update laws to crack down on harassment of athletes, coaches and game officials and bolster integrity protections.

    


In West Virginia, NCAA officials worked with lawmakers to pass a bill that would allow betting regulators to ban people from wagering in the state online or at sportsbooks who have been found to have harassed players, coaches, or officials online or in person. The bill is awaiting a signature from Gov. Jim Justice.
San Diego State men's basketball coach Brian Dutcher said he is concerned about how all the negative feedback impacts athletes' mental health.
"People complaining about how they're playing, missing shots, and they just get beat up constantly," said Dutcher, whose team is playing in Boston in the Sweet 16 this week.
Illinois guard Dra Gibbs-Lawhorn said he encourages his teammates to ignore the criticism.
"I never really am on social media but in person someone would be like, 'I'm going to bet the under on you.' In that moment you can't say anything," Gibbs-Lawhorn said. "So I'm just like, 'OK, good job.' Like, I don't know what you want me to say."
___
AP Sports Writers Tim Reynolds in Miami and Jimmy Golen and Kyle Hightower in Boston contributed to this report.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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                    The collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge is diverting driving and shipping around one of the busiest ports on America's East Coast. Baltimore Harbor Tunnel expected to absorb traffic.
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    [image: Shown is the wreckage of Francis Scott Key Bridge as seen from Dundalk, Md., on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Shown is the wreckage of Francis Scott Key Bridge as seen from Dundalk, Md., on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8
Shown is the wreckage of Francis Scott Key Bridge as seen from Dundalk, Md., on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, Recovery efforts resumed Wednesday for the construction workers who are presumed dead after the cargo ship hit a pillar of the bridge, causing the structure to collapse. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)]
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In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)
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[image: Police dive boats work around part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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[image: Coast Guard Deputy Commandant for Operations Vice Admiral Peter Gautier listens as Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks about the Francis Scott Key bridge collapse during a press briefing at the White House, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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Coast Guard Deputy Commandant for Operations Vice Admiral Peter Gautier listens as Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks about the Francis Scott Key bridge collapse during a press briefing at the White House, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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A cargo ship is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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[image: A container ship rests against the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge during a rainstorm on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: A Coast Guard cutter patrols in front of a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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A Coast Guard cutter patrols in front of a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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                                        Manufacturers and shippers are scrambling to figure out where they can load or unload cargo while the main operations of the Port of Baltimore remain shut down due to Tuesday's deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge.
Supply chain experts say other ports up and down the East Coast are likely to absorb much of Baltimore's traffic, avoiding a crisis. But not without some longer shipping times and upheaval.
"Ultimately, most trade through Baltimore will find a new home port," Moody's Analytics economist Harry Murphy Cruise wrote in a blog post.
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg reiterated Wednesday that it was too soon to estimate how long it would take to clear the bridge structure from the 50-foot-deep (15 meters) Patapsco River channel, which leads to the port's main terminal. 
The port's location makes it a key destination for freight. The Maryland Port Administration says the facility is an overnight drive from two-thirds of the U.S. population, and it's closer to the Midwest than any other East Coast port.

    


Here's a look at the goods that go through the Port of Baltimore and the potential impact of a prolonged port shutdown:




WHAT GOODS ARE SHIPPED TO AND FROM BALTIMORE?
Baltimore is the ninth-busiest port in the nation for international cargo, but it leads U.S. ports in "roll on, roll off" cargo. That means goods with wheels, composed largely of automobiles but including construction and agricultural equipment. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state of Maryland says the port moved 847,158 automobiles last year. About 70% of the wheeled cargo was imported. 
The port also handles a large amount of wood, steel, aluminum, home appliances, furniture, sugar and liquefied natural gas. About 20% of U.S. coal exports pass through Baltimore, second only to the port in Norfolk, Virginia.
Shippers also use the port for containers, although other ports handle more of them. About 1 million containers went through Baltimore in the past year, about 2.8% of the container volume shipped through East Coast ports, according to S&P Global.

    


In all, the port handled a record 11.7 million tons of cargo last year, the state said.
"For everybody who is buying cars, for everybody who is (buying) farm equipment, we're the largest port in the country that does that," Maryland Gov. Wes Moore said. "So this is not just impacting Maryland."
HOW MANY SHIPS STOP AT THE PORT?
More than 50 ocean shipping and cruise ship companies do business with the port, the state says, and their vessels visit the port about 1,800 times per year. 
Last year, more than 444,000 passengers boarded cruise ships at the port from Royal Caribbean, Carnival, Norwegian and other cruise lines.
WHAT ARE BALTIMORE-BOUND SHIPS DOING NOW?
Many are waiting to get booked at other ports, pushing back their arrival dates for several weeks.
Windward Maritime said that from Monday to Tuesday, estimated time of arrival for Baltimore bound vessels doubled. The maritime risk management company predicted that ships scheduled to go to Baltimore would be delayed by at least 24 days. 
The company also said its data shows a large increase in ships that are basically drifting in the North Atlantic, likely meaning they are waiting to see which port they will go to. 

    


Some are anchored near Baltimore or nearby Annapolis, where a dozen vessels were waiting. Ships also are gathered near Norfolk. 
WHERE ELSE WILL THE SHIPS GO?
Supply chain experts say it will take some time, and there will be disruption, but automakers and shipping companies will divert their cargo to ports up and down the East Coast.
Ports in Philadelphia, Wilmington, Delaware; Newark, New Jersey; Norfolk; Charleston, South Carolina; Jacksonville, Florida; and in Georgia also could see additional cargo.
The Georgia Ports Authority, which owns ports in Savannah and Brunswick, said it has capacity to take on more cargo. But it can't make up for Baltimore by itself.
Baltimore still can handle some autos. Part of its operations are east of where the bridge collapsed and are still operational, the port said. BMW and Volkswagen said they would still be able to use Baltimore. 
WILL THE INCREASED SHIPPING TIMES RAISE PRICES OF GOODS?
Perhaps, although Moody's said finding substitute ports should minimize price adjustments for coal and vehicles. "That said, the reshuffle will squeeze other ports, potentially adding a smidge to shipping costs as delays spill to other goods," analyst Murphy Cruise wrote. 

    


HAVE OTHER PORTS HAD TO CLOSE AND WHAT HAPPENED THEN?
In September 2019, the South Korean freighter Golden Ray overturned shortly after leaving the Port of Brunswick in Georgia. 
The crew was rescued, including four men trapped below its decks. But hauling away the shipwreck, including the cargo of 4,200 automobiles, turned out to be a slow and messy demolition effort that took over two years.
The port was closed for four days, reopening only after the U.S. Coast Guard determined it was safe for vessels to slowly sail on the shipping channel leading to the port. 
The circumstances were much different from the bridge collapse in Baltimore, where sections of the structure lie across the river. Clearing a channel for ships likely will take far longer than four days. 

    


During a briefing at the bridge collapse scene, U.S. Rep. David Trone said state and federal officials estimated the port's closure would cost the economy at least $15 million per day. 
The Port of Baltimore directly employs over 15,000 workers and indirectly supports nearly 140,000 jobs via other port activities, many of whom will either be temporarily out of work or work limited hours, according to Trone.
____
Krisher reported from Detroit. AP Business Writers Paul Wiseman in Washington and Anne D'Innocenzio in New York contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - The Cinderella Castle is seen at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Allies of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and Disney reached a settlement agreement Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in a lawsuit over who controls Walt Disney World's governing district.(AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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[image: FILE - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis delivers remarks during a press conference at the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District headquarters at Walt Disney World, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. Allies of DeSantis and Disney reached a settlement agreement Wednesday, March 27, in a lawsuit over who controls Walt Disney World's governing district. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Allies of Gov. Ron DeSantis and Disney reached a settlement agreement Wednesday in a state court fight over how Walt Disney World is developed in the future following the takeover of the theme park resort's government by the Florida governor.
In a meeting, the DeSantis-appointed members of the board of the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District approved the settlement agreement, ending almost two years of litigation that was sparked by DeSantis' takeover of the district from Disney supporters following the company's opposition to Florida's so-called "Don't Say Gay" law.
The 2022 law bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades and was championed by the Republican governor, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches until he suspended his presidential campaign this year.

    


The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, and was controlled by Disney supporters for most of its five decades.
The agreement came a day after the appointment of a new board member, replacing a DeSantis-appointed board chairman who was a Disney critic. Under the deal, covenants and a development agreement Disney supporters on the board made with the company just before the state takeover would be dropped and the new board agreed to operate under an earlier plan.




Jeff Vahle, president of Walt Disney World Resort, said in a statement Wednesday that the company was pleased a settlement had been reached.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This agreement opens a new chapter of constructive engagement with the new leadership of the district and serves the interests of all parties by enabling significant continued investment and the creation of thousands of direct and indirect jobs and economic opportunity in the state," Vahle said.
DeSantis, who was in Orlando on Wednesday, said at a news conference that "we have been vindicated on all those actions."

    


"I'm glad that they were able to do that settlement," DeSantis said. "Those 11th hour covenants and restrictions were never going to be valid. We knew that."
As punishment for Disney's opposition to the controversial law, DeSantis took over the governing district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors. Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January, but Disney appealed.
Before control of the district changed hands from Disney allies to DeSantis appointees early last year, the Disney supporters on its board signed agreements with Disney shifting control over design and construction at Disney World to the company. The new DeSantis appointees claimed the "eleventh-hour deals" neutered their powers and the district sued the company in state court in Orlando to have the contracts voided.
Disney filed counterclaims that included asking the state court to declare the agreements valid and enforceable.

    


Under the terms of Wednesday's settlement agreement, Disney lets stand a determination by the board of DeSantis appointees that the comprehensive plan approved by the Disney supporters before the takeover is null and void. Disney also agrees that a development agreement and restrictive covenants passed before the takeover are also not valid, according to the settlement terms.
Instead, a comprehensive plan from 2020 will be used with the new board able to make changes to it, and the agreement suggests Disney and the new board will negotiate a new development agreement in the near future.
Disney also agreed to put on hold the appeal of the federal lawsuit pending the negotiations on the development agreement and other matters, and it will drop its two state lawsuits against the district, one of which was a public records complaint.
"It looks to me like both sides called 'uncle,'" said Richard Foglesong, a Rollins College professor emeritus who wrote a definitive account of Disney World's governance in his book, "Married to the Mouse: Walt Disney World and Orlando."

    


"Disney has an interest in ending this and so does the oversight board," he added. "So, they both win."
Since the takeover last year, the district has faced an exodus of experienced staffers, with many in exit surveys complaining that the governing body has been politicized since the changeover. Just this month, the district's administrator, Glen Gilzean, left to become a county elections supervisor at half the $400,000 salary he was earning at the district, and the district's DeSantis-appointed board chairman, Martin Garcia, departed the following week.
In their place, DeSantis on Tuesday appointed Orlando businessman Craig Mateer to the board and board members on Wednesday approved former DeSantis advisor Stephanie Kopelousos to be the district's new administrator.

    


Mateer, a donor to DeSantis campaigns, previously had been appointed by the governor to the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority and the Board of Governors, which oversees the state university system. Kopelousos was director of legislative affairs for DeSantis. She also had served as secretary of the Florida Department of Transportation under then-Florida Gov. Charlie Crist and was a former county manager in northeast Florida.
Garcia was a vocal critic of Disney and his replacement by Mateer, who is well-known in Orlando tourism and business circles, may have made Disney comfortable enough with the board to reach an agreement, Foglesong said.
Board member Charbel Barakat said the board was looking forward to taking a more cooperative approach with the entertainment giant.
"We are eager to work with Disney," Barakat said after the settlement deal was approved.
___
Associated Press writer Brendan Farrington in Tallahassee, Florida, contributed to this report.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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    [image: FILE - President Barack Obama, flanked by Vice President Joe Biden, left, and former President Bill Clinton, right, pose for a photo with the U.S. World Cup soccer team under the North Portico of the White House in Washington, May 27, 2010. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton on Thursday in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. It's a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vice President Joe Biden whispers "This is a big f------ deal," to President Barack Obama after introducing Obama during the health care bill ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington, March 23, 2010. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. Thursday's event is a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Bill Clinton (L-R), Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former president George W. Bush and his wife Laura, President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden and his wife Jill, former first lady Rosalynn Carter and former President Jimmy Carter wait for the services to begin at during funeral services for U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Boston, Massachusetts August 29, 2009. AP Photo/Brian Snyder, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Jan. 12, 2017, file photo President Barack Obama presents Vice President Joe Biden with the Presidential Medal of Freedom during a ceremony in the State Dining Room of the White House in Washington. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. Thursday's event is a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks on the economy March 19, 2024, in Las Vegas. Former presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama will join Biden on Thursday, March 28,, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Barack Obama speaks to the members of the Obama Foundation's leadership program in Athens, Greece, June 21, 2023. Obama and former President Bill Clinton will join President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Bill Clinton speaks at the Clinton Global Initiative, Sept. 19, 2023 in New York. Clinton and former Presidents Barack Obama will join President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Stephen Colbert attends an event in Los Angeles on March 16, 2019. Former presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama will join Biden on Thursday, March 28, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Colbert. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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    [image: FILE - President Barack Obama, flanked by Vice President Joe Biden, left, and former President Bill Clinton, right, pose for a photo with the U.S. World Cup soccer team under the North Portico of the White House in Washington, May 27, 2010. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton on Thursday in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. It's a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vice President Joe Biden whispers "This is a big f------ deal," to President Barack Obama after introducing Obama during the health care bill ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington, March 23, 2010. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. Thursday's event is a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Bill Clinton (L-R), Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former president George W. Bush and his wife Laura, President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden and his wife Jill, former first lady Rosalynn Carter and former President Jimmy Carter wait for the services to begin at during funeral services for U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Boston, Massachusetts August 29, 2009. AP Photo/Brian Snyder, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Jan. 12, 2017, file photo President Barack Obama presents Vice President Joe Biden with the Presidential Medal of Freedom during a ceremony in the State Dining Room of the White House in Washington. President Joe Biden will share a stage with Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in New York as he raises money for his reelection campaign. Thursday's event is a one-of-a-kind political extravaganza that will showcase decades of Democratic leadership. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks on the economy March 19, 2024, in Las Vegas. Former presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama will join Biden on Thursday, March 28,, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Barack Obama speaks to the members of the Obama Foundation's leadership program in Athens, Greece, June 21, 2023. Obama and former President Bill Clinton will join President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Bill Clinton speaks at the Clinton Global Initiative, Sept. 19, 2023 in New York. Clinton and former Presidents Barack Obama will join President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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FILE - Former President Bill Clinton speaks at the Clinton Global Initiative, Sept. 19, 2023 in New York. Clinton and former Presidents Barack Obama will join President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Stephen Colbert. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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[image: FILE - Stephen Colbert attends an event in Los Angeles on March 16, 2019. Former presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama will join Biden on Thursday, March 28, in New York City for a one-of-a-kind Democratic extravaganza that's expected to expand the party's already significant cash advantage over Republicans this year. The event will be moderated by Colbert. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When President Joe Biden needs advice, there are two people he can turn to who know what it's like to sit in his chair. Sometimes he will invite Barack Obama over to the White House for a meal or he will get on the phone with Bill Clinton.
The three men share decades of history at the pinnacle of American and Democratic leadership, making them an unusual trio in presidential history. Although there has sometimes been friction as their ambitions and agendas have diverged, they have spent years building toward a similar vision for the country.
On Thursday, their partnership will be on display in what has been described as a one-of-a-kind fundraising extravaganza in New York City to help Biden build on his already significant cash advantage in this year's presidential election. It's a dramatic show of force intended to rally the Democratic Party faithful to secure a second term for Biden despite his stubbornly low poll numbers and doubts due to his age (81).

    


"There is everything to be gained by Joe Biden standing next to Bill Clinton and Barack Obama," said Leon Panetta, who worked in the administrations of both former presidents. "That picture is worth a hell of a lot in politics today."




The display of solidarity is a sharp contrast to Donald Trump's isolation from other Republican leaders. 
Although Trump has solidified his grip on his party on the way to becoming the presumptive nominee, not even his own former vice president, Mike Pence, is willing to endorse Trump's bid for another White House term. The only other living Republican president, George W. Bush, is not a supporter, either. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's a far different situation with Biden, Obama and Clinton. When they haven't been campaigning against each other, they've been working together.
At one point, all three of them were on a collision course during the Democratic presidential primary in 2008. Biden and Obama sought the nomination, as did Clinton's wife, Hillary. Obama came out on top, and chose Biden as his vice president and Hillary Clinton as his secretary of state. 

    


As Obama's two terms were ending and the 2016 election was approaching, he nudged Hillary Clinton to the forefront as his preferred successor and dissuaded Biden from running after Biden's elder son died of cancer. Clinton lost to Trump, who lost to Biden in 2020. Obama privately helped clear a path for Biden to the Democratic nomination that year.
There have been notable splits between the presidents on key issues. Biden was unsuccessful in persuading Obama not to send more troops to Afghanistan in 2009. U.S. forces remained in the country until 2021, when Biden withdrew them during his first year in office. 
The three presidents have often focused on the same goals in a sort of legislative relay race. Clinton failed to significantly expand health care access during his presidency, which ran from 1993 to 2001. Obama picked up the baton when he took office in 2009 and signed the Affordable Care Act into law in 2010. 
Biden called the law a "big ... deal" -- inserting an infamous expletive in the middle of that thought -- and built on it when he began his own term in 2021. He signed legislation that included financial incentives for states to expand Medicaid, prompting North Carolina to take the belated step last year, more than a decade after the Affordable Care Act made it possible. 

    


Between Clinton, Obama and Biden, "they've seen the sweep of Democratic history together in ways that not everybody has," said Gene Sperling, a longtime economic adviser. 
Sperling is among the administration officials who have served all three presidents. Another member of those ranks is John Podesta, currently a global climate envoy for Biden who was Clinton's chief of staff and an environmental adviser to Obama.
Podesta said all three have tried to improve the lives of working Americans.
"Each one of them, when they close the door on the Oval Office, that's what mattered to them the most," he said.
But their styles aren't the same. While Obama was more reserved, Biden and Clinton draw energy from chatting up people on rope lines and forging deep personal relationships. 

    


"Their relaxation is politics," Podesta said.
Panetta suggested that Biden, broadly unpopular in public polling, should try to pick up a few tips from his Democratic predecessors, both of whom served two terms. 
"The fundamental reason they got reelected is that they were able to connect with the American people," he said. "Joe Biden clearly needs to do that."
The only living Democratic president who will not be in New York for the fundraiser is 99-year-old Jimmy Carter. A spokeswoman for Carter confirmed that he remains in home hospice care and is not making any public statements.
Carter's relationship with Biden goes back several decades. When Carter was running for president in 1976 as a little-known former governor of Georgia, Biden took a political risk by becoming the first sitting senator to endorse him. 

    


Fundraisers, even with presidents, are usually small affairs. Dozens or sometimes hundreds of people gather in a wealthy person's living room or backyard to hear a speech from the candidate and maybe ask a few questions. 
This one is in a different league. Thousands of people are expected at Radio City Music Hall to watch Stephen Colbert, the late-night talk show host, moderate a conversation with the three presidents. Celebrity guests -- Cynthia Erivo, Mindy Kaling, Queen Latifah, Lizzo, Lea Michele and Ben Platt -- will provide more star power. 
The cheapest tickets are $225, making it more accessible than most fundraisers. But that's only the starting point. A photo with all three presidents is $100,000. Access to more intimate receptions will cost $250,000 or $500,000. 
Campaign officials have not said how much they expect the event to raise. But they said a fundraiser featuring Biden and Obama in December raised nearly $3 million. 
Trump, meanwhile, is also expected to be in the area Thursday, attending the Long Island wake of a New York City police officer who was shot and killed during a traffic stop in Queens. 
The Trump campaign, which has struggled to keep pace with Biden's fundraising, scoffed at Thursday's event, dismissing it as a sign the president needs to "trot out some retreads like Clinton and Obama," in the words of spokesman Steven Cheung. 
Eric Schultz, a senior adviser to Obama, said the former president "will do all he can" to support Biden and "he looks forward to helping Democrats up and down the ballot make the case to voters this fall."
"Our strategy will be based on driving impact, especially where and when his voice can help move the needle," Schultz said.
The relationship between Obama and Biden has been personal as well as political. Obama offered to help Biden pay the family's medical bills when Biden's son Beau was struggling with cancer. After Beau's death in 2015, Obama gave a eulogy at the funeral, where he described his vice president as "my brother."
"They're like family to each other," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said recently.
___ Associated Press writer Bill Barrow in Atlanta contributed to this report. 
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Handpicked numbers were the golden ticket to the $1.13B Mega Millions jackpot in New Jersey

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Someone in New Jersey who bought a single ticket overcame the odds and won the $1.13 billion Mega Millions jackpot, breaking a winless streak that dated to last December.
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    [image: FILE - A Mega Millions ticket is seen as a person makes a purchase inside a convenience store, Aug. 7, 2023, in Kennesaw, Ga. Someone in New Jersey overcame the odds and won the $1.13 billion Mega Millions jackpot, breaking a winless streak that dated to last December. The numbers drawn Tuesday night, March 26, 2024, were: 7, 11, 22, 29, 38 and the gold Mega Ball 4. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: An electronic billboard advertises the Mega Millions and Powerball jackpots, Monday, March 25, 2024, in in Des Moines, Iowa, that when combined amount to nearly $2 billion. It's the first time the two lottery games each have jackpots of $800 million or more. (AP Photo/Scott McFetridge)]
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                                        NEPTUNE, N.J. (AP) -- Someone in New Jersey who bought a single ticket overcame the odds Tuesday night and won the $1.13 billion Mega Millions jackpot, breaking a winless streak that dated to last December.
The numbers drawn were: 7, 11, 22, 29, 38 and the gold Mega Ball 4. State lottery officials said the winning ticket was sold at ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Neptune, which is located on the Jersey Shore. It was the biggest jackpot win in state history, according to New Jersey Lottery officials.
The person holding the winning ticket has not yet come forward to claim the prize, lottery officials said during a news conference Wednesday. Lottery winners can remain anonymous in New Jersey, under a law signed by Gov. Phil Murphy in 2020. New Jersey is one of 18 states where lottery winners can remain anonymous.
The winning ticket was bought Tuesday night by someone who chose the numbers themselves instead of using the system's Quick Pick option, lottery officials said. 

    


The retailer will receive a $30,000 bonus from the lottery for selling the ticket. 
Richard Saker, the president and chief executive officer of Saker ShopRites, which operates the store, said the bonus money would be donated to Fulfill, a community food bank that serves the Jersey Shore, through ShopRite's Partners in Caring program.
Until the latest drawing, no one had matched all six numbers and won the Mega Millions jackpot since Dec. 8. That amounted to 30 straight drawings without a big winner.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's tough to win the Mega Millions jackpot because the odds are so long, at 1 in 302.6 million.

    
        
    
The prize is the 8th largest in U.S. lottery history.
The $1.13 billion jackpot is for a winner who is paid through an annuity, with an initial payment and then 29 annual payments. Most winners choose a cash payout, which would be $537.5 million.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The winless lottery streak ends. Someone in New Jersey won the $1.13 billion Mega Millions jackpot.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports, the winless streak is over in the Mega Millions jackpot.

    

The next big U.S. lottery drawing will be Wednesday night for an estimated $865 million Powerball jackpot. No one has won that prize since New Year's Day, making for 36 drawings without a winner.

    


Mega Millions is played in 45 states plus Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Powerball also is played in those states as well as Washington, D.C., the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.
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Hurry up and wait: Trump's classified documents case is mired in delays that may run past election

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The classified documents investigation of Donald Trump appeared to have clear momentum in 2022 when FBI agents who searched the former president's Mar-a-Lago estate recovered dozens of boxes containing sensitive documents, but each day brings mounting doubts that the case can reach trial this year.
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    [image: This image, contained in the indictment against former President Donald Trump, shows boxes of records stored in a bathroom and shower in the Lake Room at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. The classified documents investigation of Donald Trump appeared to have clear momentum in 2022 when FBI agents who searched the former president's Mar-a-Lago estate recovered dozens of boxes containing sensitive documents. But each passing day brings mounting doubts that the case can reach trial this year. The judge has yet to set a firm trial date despite holding two hours-long hearings with lawyers this month. (Justice Department via AP)]
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    Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The case against Donald Trump seemed relatively straightforward in August 2022 when FBI agents searched his Mar-a-Lago estate, with authorities citing evidence that the former president hoarded enough classified documents to fill dozens of boxes and obstructed the government's efforts to retrieve them. 
But nine months after he was indicted, there are mounting doubts that the case can reach trial this year.
The Trump-appointed judge in the case has yet to set a firm trial date despite holding two hours-long hearings with lawyers this month. Multiple motions to dismiss the case are still pending, disputes over classified evidence have spanned months and a bitterly contested defense request to disclose the names of government witnesses remains unresolved. Complicating matters further is a recent order suggesting that the judge, Aileen Cannon, is still entertaining a Trump team claim about his rightful possession of the documents that she had appeared openly skeptical of days earlier.

    


"This does seem to be moving more slowly and less sequentially than other cases that I have seen" concerning classified information, said David Aaron, a former Justice Department national security prosecutor.




To a certain extent, the delays are the product of a broader Trump team strategy to postpone the four criminal cases confronting the presumptive Republican nominee in this year's presidential race. But the case in Florida is unique because of the startlingly few substantive decisions that have been made to move closer to a trial. That raises the prospect that a resolution in the case may be unlikely before this year's presidential election. If he were to win the White House, Trump could appoint an attorney general who would dismiss the federal charges against him in Florida and other jurisdictions. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutors on special counsel Jack Smith's team have strenuously fought to press the case forward. Though they've taken care not to mention the upcoming election, they've repeatedly cited a public interest in getting the case resolved quickly and have pointed to what they say is overwhelming evidence -- including surveillance video, a defense lawyer's notes and testimony from close associates -- establishing Trump's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

    


"This case should be over already," said Jeffrey Swartz, a professor at Cooley Law School and former judge in Florida. "There was nothing in this case that complex."
That's what distinguishes the classified documents case from the other -- more legally intricate -- criminal cases against Trump, which revolve around everything from allegations of hush money paid to a porn actress to complex racketeering charges and his role in seeking to overturn the 2020 election. 
But defense lawyers see it differently, and Cannon -- a former federal prosecutor who was appointed to the bench in 2020 and has limited trial experience as a judge -- has proved receptive to some of their arguments since even before the case was filed last June. 

    


The judge first made headlines weeks after the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago when, responding to a Trump lawsuit seeking to recover the seized documents from the federal government, she appointed an independent arbiter to sift through all the records. That appointment was overturned by a unanimous federal appeals panel, which said Cannon had overstepped her bounds.
"My sense of it is, when she did get reversed by the 11th Circuit that made her gun-shy, so she's gone at a very slow pace" and issued "very few public, written decisions about important issues," said John Fishwick, Jr., a former U.S. attorney for the Western District of Virginia. 
Soon after Trump was charged, Cannon set the case for trial on May 20, 2024. But last fall she signaled she would reconsider that date during a March 1 hearing. The hearing took place as scheduled -- but no replacement date was picked, even though both sides operating on the assumption that the May 20 date is moot have suggested the trial could begin this summer.

    


That's not the only unresolved question. Defense lawyers have filed about a half-dozen motions to dismiss the case, including on grounds that the prosecution is vindictive and that Smith's appointment as special counsel was illegal.
Cannon this month heard hours of arguments on two of the dismissal motions -- whether Trump was entitled under a statute known as the Presidential Records Act to retain the classified documents after he left office and whether the Espionage Act law at the heart of the case was so vague as to be unconstitutional.
Cannon appeared skeptical of the defense assertions and, after the hearing, issued a terse two-page order rejecting the vagueness argument while permitting Trump to raise it again later. 
She has not yet acted on the Presidential Records Act motion, but legal experts noted her direction last week to lawyers for both sides to weigh in on proposed jury instructions that appeared to tilt in Trump's favor. She asked them to respond to a premise that said in part: "A president has sole authority under the PRA to categorize records as personal or presidential during his/her presidency. Neither a court nor a jury is permitted to make or review such a categorization decision."

    


That wording was notable because it echoes arguments Trump's lawyers have been making for months. They insist that law allowed him to designate the records he was charged with retaining as his own personal files. Smith's team, by contrast, says the law has no relevance in a case concerning illegal possession of top-secret information, including nuclear secrets.
"It seems a little early in the game to be talking about jury instructions when there are substantial questions of law that have been raised that need to be resolved," said Aaron, though he said the jury instructions order could be a way to tee up those resolved questions.
Besides the pending motions to dismiss, Cannon has yet to rule on a defense motion seeking to compel prosecutors to turn over a raft of information they insist would show that President Joe Biden's administration had "weaponized" the criminal justice system in bringing the Trump case. 
That assertion is in keeping with campaign-trail claims by Trump and his allies that he's a victim of political persecution by the Biden Justice Department. He's complained that he was charged when Biden, who was also investigated for retaining classified information, was not -- prompting Smith's team to lay out the abundant differences in the investigations.
An even more contentious dispute centers around a defense request to file on the public docket a motion that would identify potential prosecution witnesses. Cannon initially consented to the filing but paused her order after prosecutors argued that such a disclosure could jeopardize the safety of the witnesses.
"It may be that the judge is just afraid of making a mistake, but delaying it just puts it off," said Kevin McMunigal, a Case Western Reserve University law professor. "Eventually she's going to have to make a decision about these."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-classified-documents-delay-trial-election-83be6fb5362e7bb2b7aaf6371a9acabf
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Should college essays touch on race? Some feel the affirmative action ruling leaves them no choice

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Hillary Amofa listens to others member of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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            Without affirmative action, students of color feel the added weight of their college essays

        
        
            When the Supreme Court ended affirmative action, it left the college essay as one of few places where race can play a role in admissions decisions. (AP Video: Noreen Nasir)
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[image: Hillary Amofa stands for a portrait after practice with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Hillary Amofa stands for a portrait after practice with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 17
Hillary Amofa stands for a portrait after practice with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hillary Amofa listens to others member of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Hillary Amofa listens to others member of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 17
Hillary Amofa listens to others member of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Max Decker, a senior at Lincoln High School, sits for a portrait in the school library where he often worked on writing his college essays, in Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)]
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[image: Hillary Amofa stands for a portrait after practice with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Hillary Amofa, second from left, practices with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Max Decker, a senior at Lincoln High School, stands for a portrait outside of the school in Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)]
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[image: *Hillary Amofa, reflected right, practices in a mirror with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Max Decker, a senior at Lincoln High School, sits for a portrait outside of the school in Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)]
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[image: Hillary Amofa, left, practices with members of the Lincoln Park High School step team after school Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Max Decker, a senior at Lincoln High School, sits for a portrait in the school library where he often worked on writing his college essays, in Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)]
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[image: Hillary Amofa sits for a portrait after her step team practice at Lincoln Park High School Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. When she started writing her college essay, Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. She wrote about being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana, about growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. She described hardship and struggle. Then she deleted it all. "I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18 year-old senior, "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person." (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: FILE - Demonstrators protest outside of the Supreme Court in Washington, in this June 29, 2023 file photo, after the Supreme Court struck down affirmative action in college admissions, saying race cannot be a factor. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- When she started writing her college essay, Hillary Amofa told the story she thought admissions offices wanted to hear. About being the daughter of immigrants from Ghana and growing up in a small apartment in Chicago. About hardship and struggle. 
Then she deleted it all.
"I would just find myself kind of trauma-dumping," said the 18-year-old senior at Lincoln Park High School in Chicago. "And I'm just like, this doesn't really say anything about me as a person."
When the Supreme Court ended affirmative action in higher education, it left the college essay as one of few places where race can play a role in admissions decisions. For many students of color, instantly more was riding on the already high-stakes writing assignment. Some say they felt pressure to exploit their hardships as they competed for a spot on campus.
Amofa was just starting to think about her essay when the court issued its decision, and it left her with a wave of questions. Could she still write about her race? Could she be penalized for it? She wanted to tell colleges about her heritage but she didn't want to be defined by it.
In English class, Amofa and her classmates read sample essays that all seemed to focus on some trauma or hardship. It left her with the impression she had to write about her life's hardest moments to show how far she'd come. But she and some of her classmates wondered if their lives had been hard enough to catch the attention of admissions offices.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For a lot of students, there's a feeling of, like, having to go through something so horrible to feel worthy of going to school, which is kind of sad," said Amofa, the daughter of a hospital technician and an Uber driver.
This year's senior class is the first in decades to navigate college admissions without affirmative action. The Supreme Court upheld the practice in decisions going back to the 1970s, but this court's conservative supermajority found it is unconstitutional for colleges to give students extra weight because of their race alone.

    


Still, the decision left room for race to play an indirect role: Chief Justice John Roberts wrote universities can still consider how an applicant's life was shaped by their race, "so long as that discussion is concretely tied to a quality of character or unique ability."
"A benefit to a student who overcame racial discrimination, for example, must be tied to that student's courage and determination," he wrote.
Scores of colleges responded with new essay prompts asking about students' backgrounds. Brown University asked applicants how "an aspect of your growing up has inspired or challenged you." Rice University asked students how their perspectives were shaped by their "background, experiences, upbringing, and/or racial identity."
WONDERING IF SCHOOLS 'EXPECT A SOB STORY'
When Darrian Merritt started writing his essay, he knew the stakes were higher than ever because of the court's decision. His first instinct was to write about events that led to him going to live with his grandmother as a child.
Those were painful memories, but he thought they might play well at schools like Yale, Stanford and Vanderbilt.
"I feel like the admissions committee might expect a sob story or a tragic story," said Merritt, a senior in Cleveland. "And if you don't provide that, then maybe they're not going to feel like you went through enough to deserve having a spot at the university. I wrestled with that a lot."
He wrote drafts focusing on his childhood, but it never amounted to more than a collection of memories. Eventually he abandoned the idea and aimed for an essay that would stand out for its positivity.

    


Merritt wrote about a summer camp where he started to feel more comfortable in his own skin. He described embracing his personality and defying his tendency to please others. The essay had humor -- it centered on a water gun fight where he had victory in sight but, in a comedic twist, slipped and fell. But the essay also reflects on his feelings of not being "Black enough" and getting made fun of for listening to "white people music."
"I was like, 'OK, I'm going to write this for me, and we're just going to see how it goes,'" he said. "It just felt real, and it felt like an honest story."
The essay describes a breakthrough as he learned "to take ownership of myself and my future by sharing my true personality with the people I encounter. ... I realized that the first chapter of my own story had just been written."
A RULING PROMPTS PIVOTS ON ESSAY TOPICS 
Like many students, Max Decker of Portland, Oregon, had drafted a college essay on one topic, only to change direction after the Supreme Court ruling in June.
Decker initially wrote about his love for video games. In a childhood surrounded by constant change, navigating his parents' divorce, the games he took from place to place on his Nintendo DS were a source of comfort.
But the essay he submitted to colleges focused on the community he found through Word is Bond, a leadership group for young Black men in Portland.
As the only biracial, Jewish kid with divorced parents in a predominantly white, Christian community, Decker wrote he constantly felt like the odd one out. On a trip with Word is Bond to Capitol Hill, he and friends who looked just like him shook hands with lawmakers. The experience, he wrote, changed how he saw himself.
"It's because I'm different that I provide something precious to the world, not the other way around," he wrote.
As a first-generation college student, Decker thought about the subtle ways his peers seemed to know more about navigating the admissions process. They made sure to get into advanced classes at the start of high school, and they knew how to secure glowing letters of recommendation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        Max Decker reads his college essay on his experience with a leadership group for young Black men. (AP Video/Noreen Nasir)
    



            

        

    

If writing about race would give him a slight edge and show admissions officers a fuller picture of his achievements, he wanted to take that small advantage.
His first memory about race, Decker said, was when he went to get a haircut in elementary school and the barber made rude comments about his curly hair. Until recently, the insecurity that moment created led him to keep his hair buzzed short.
Through Word is Bond, Decker said he found a space to explore his identity as a Black man. It was one of the first times he was surrounded by Black peers and saw Black role models. It filled him with a sense of pride in his identity. No more buzzcut.

    


The pressure to write about race involved a tradeoff with other important things in his life, Decker said. That included his passion for journalism, like the piece he wrote on efforts to revive a once-thriving Black neighborhood in Portland. In the end, he squeezed in 100 characters about his journalism under the application's activities section.
"My final essay, it felt true to myself. But the difference between that and my other essay was the fact that it wasn't the truth that I necessarily wanted to share," said Decker, whose top college choice is Tulane, in New Orleans, because of the region's diversity. "It felt like I just had to limit the truth I was sharing to what I feel like the world is expecting of me."
SPELLING OUT THE IMPACT OF RACE
Before the Supreme Court ruling, it seemed a given to Imani Laird that colleges would consider the ways that race had touched her life. But now, she felt like she had to spell it out.
As she started her essay, she reflected on how she had faced bias or felt overlooked as a Black student in predominantly white spaces.
There was the year in math class when the teacher kept calling her by the name of another Black student. There were the comments that she'd have an easier time getting into college because she was Black.

    


"I didn't have it easier because of my race," said Laird, a senior at Newton South High School in the Boston suburbs who was accepted at Wellesley and Howard University, and is waiting to hear from several Ivy League colleges. "I had stuff I had to overcome."
In her final essays, she wrote about her grandfather, who served in the military but was denied access to GI Bill benefits because of his race.
She described how discrimination fueled her ambition to excel and pursue a career in public policy.
"So, I never settled for mediocrity," she wrote. "Regardless of the subject, my goal in class was not just to participate but to excel. Beyond academics, I wanted to excel while remembering what started this motivation in the first place."
WILL SCHOOLS LOSE RACIAL DIVERSITY? 
Amofa used to think affirmative action was only a factor at schools like Harvard and Yale. After the court's ruling, she was surprised to find that race was taken into account even at some public universities she was applying to.
Now, without affirmative action, she wondered if mostly white schools will become even whiter.
It's been on her mind as she chooses between Indiana University and the University of Dayton, both of which have relatively few Black students. When she was one of the only Black students in her grade school, she could fall back on her family and Ghanaian friends at church. At college, she worries about loneliness.
"That's what I'm nervous about," she said. "Going and just feeling so isolated, even though I'm constantly around people."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        Hillary Amofa reads her college essay on embracing her natural hair. (AP Video/Noreen Nasir)
    



            

        

    

The first drafts of her essay focused on growing up in a low-income family, sharing a bedroom with her brother and grandmother. But it didn't tell colleges about who she is now, she said.
Her final essay tells how she came to embrace her natural hair. She wrote about going to a mostly white grade school where classmates made jokes about her afro. When her grandmother sent her back with braids or cornrows, they made fun of those too.
Over time, she ignored their insults and found beauty in the styles worn by women in her life. She now runs a business doing braids and other hairstyles in her neighborhood.

    


"I stopped seeing myself through the lens of the European traditional beauty standards and started seeing myself through the lens that I created," Amofa wrote.
"Criticism will persist, but it loses its power when you know there's a crown on your head!"
___
Ma reported from Portland, Oregon.
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and the House Republican leadership meet with reporters as lawmakers work to pass the final set of spending bills to avoid a partial government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., talks at a campaign rally March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. House Speaker Mike Johnson is at risk of being ousted. Greene filed a ]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For over a month, House Speaker Mike Johnson has sat on a funding package that would send desperately needed ammunition and weaponry to Ukraine, mulling how best to gain a grasp of what is expected to be a difficult lift in the House.
The Republican speaker has indicated he will attempt to push for approval of tens of billions in wartime funding for Ukraine, as well as Israel, once the House returns in April. Yet it will be perhaps his most difficult task since he took the speaker's gavel late last year.
"We'll turn our attention to it and we won't delay on that," the Louisiana representative said of the Ukraine package at a news conference last week.
Still, Johnson has waited to act at a time when Russia is renewing its missile attacks on Kyiv. In Ukraine's eastern regions, soldiers are running low on ammunition as they attempt to hold off a surge of Russian soldiers to the frontlines. European leaders and analysts are warning that the conflict could grow into a much larger clash that involves NATO allies and direct American military involvement if Russia prevails in Ukraine.

    


Johnson is facing dilemmas himself in Congress. Should funding for Ukraine's government be loans or a typical grant? Should the $95 billion package that the Senate approved for Ukraine, Israel and other allies be handled as one or broken into pieces? And how decisively should he push for the House to act when his own leadership position is being threatened?




Rep. Gregory Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, called it "devastating" that the House has departed for a two-week break with the aid package left unresolved. He, along with many Democrats, called on Johnson to allow a vote on a Senate-approved bill.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If you're serious about helping Ukraine, you just put the bill on the floor and let's vote -- let the House have its will," he said.

    


But hardline conservatives in the House, adamantly opposed to aid for Ukraine, are already frustrated with Johnson's willingness to work with Democrats to pass legislation -- so much so that it could cost him his job. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, a far-right Republican from Georgia, has filed a motion to vacate Johnson as speaker and warned him not to put Ukraine funding on the House floor.
"He should not bring funding for Ukraine," Greene told reporters on the Capitol steps just after she filed the motion to vacate.
Meanwhile, an old guard of Republican defense hawks has put increasing pressure on Johnson to advance an aid package in some form. Most Democrats have indicated support for the Senate-passed legislation. However, a growing number of Democrats have raised concerns about Israel's deadly campaign in Gaza, and a significant number of them are expected to oppose any funding for offensive weaponry for Israel.
The dynamic leaves Johnson with a shifting and unpredictable House at a time when he will need to win broad, bipartisan support. Before becoming speaker, Johnson was deeply skeptical of approving funding for Ukraine and voted repeatedly against it. But now, occupying one of the most powerful positions in Washington, Johnson is poised to become a crucial ally for Kyiv at a time when America's commitments abroad are in doubt.

    


"We understand the role that America plays in the world. We understand the importance of sending a strong signal to the world that we stand by our allies and we cannot allow terrorists and tyrants to march through the globe," Johnson said.
Fond of quoting former President Ronald Reagan, Johnson has repeatedly cited "peace through strength" as one of his guiding principles. In private, he has indicated he will work towards a vote on Ukraine aid once the House returns in April, according to two people who discussed the private conversations on the condition of anonymity. But he has revealed little about how he intends to do it.
One idea Johnson has raised is splitting the funding for Ukraine and Israel into separate votes, which could allow him to navigate the fractures in support for the two countries between Republicans and Democrats. 

    


Senior Republicans are also working on a package that would loan Ukraine money to keep its government operating. Most of the money in the package would be allocated for purchasing weaponry from U.S. defense manufacturers, then sending them to Ukraine. The group of GOP defense hawks has also advanced legislation called the Rebuilding Economic Prosperity and Opportunity for Ukrainians, or REPO Act, which would allow the U.S. to tap frozen Russian central bank assets to compensate Ukraine for damages from the invasion.
"I would like to be doing it as soon as possible. I think the situation in Ukraine is dire," said Rep. Michael McCaul, who is leading the push as the Republican chair of the House Foreign Relations Committee, in an interview on CBS' "Face the Nation."

    


But McCaul added that Johnson is in "a very difficult spot" as Greene's ouster threat hangs over his head.
For now, Greene has not asked that the motion immediately be brought up for a vote, meaning that it could remain little more than a threat. Also, other conservatives have suggested they do not want to force an ouster of Johnson, even as they express displeasure about how he had led the House. Democrats too have suggested they could protect Johnson from being ousted as speaker, especially if he is being punished for bringing the funding for Kyiv to the floor.
Still, some Republicans have quietly worried that Johnson will not be able to muster the support for Ukraine, especially if he has to gain the two-thirds support to bring the bill under a streamlined process. A small group of Republicans has worked to gain support for a "discharge petition" -- a seldom-successful procedural tool that can circumvent the speaker's control over which bills come up for a vote by gaining 218 member signatures, representing a majority of the House.
"This is the only way you're going to get a bill passed and you can do it with 218 votes," said Rep. Don Bacon, a centrist Republican who has advanced the discharge petition drive.
Democrats have tried the discharge petition approach as well, but that effort was intended more to put pressure on the speaker.
Meanwhile, the mood in Kyiv has grown tense as the city withstands missile attacks and officials await word from Washington on approval of the aid, said Shelby Magid, deputy director of the Eurasia Center at the Atlantic Council, which advocates for American cooperation with Europe.
"So many Ukrainians know the names of members of Congress and the different procedures now," she said during a trip to Kyiv last week. "Their lives depend on it."
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                    Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge collapsed after a container ship lost power and rammed into the bridge early Tuesday, sending vehicles plunging into the water. Six people are still unaccounted for.
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    [image: FILE - A car is halted at the edge of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge across Tampa Bay, Fla., after the freighter Summit Venture struck the bridge during a thunderstorm and tore away a large part of the span, May 9 1980. A container ship struck a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, March 26, 2024, causing it to plunge into the river below. From 1960 to 2015, there have been 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collision. (AP Photo/Jackie Green, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Popp's Ferry Bridge in Biloxi, Miss. is seen on Friday, March 20, 2009 after it was hit and damaged by a barge trying to navigate through the drawbridge. A container ship struck a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, March 26, 2024, causing it to plunge into the river below. From 1960 to 2015, there have been 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collision. (William Colgin/The Sun Herald via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A section of the Queen Isabella Causeway is shown missing as crews break from their search and rescue due to a stormm in Port Isabella, Texas on Saturday, Sept. 15, 2001. A container ship struck a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, March 26, 2024, causing it to plunge into the river below. From 1960 to 2015, there have been 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collision (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Parts of the Francis Scott Key Bridge remain after a container ship collided with one of the bridge's support Tuesday, March 26, 2024 in Baltimore. The major bridge in Baltimore snapped and collapsed after a container ship rammed into it early Tuesday, and several vehicles fell into the river below. Rescuers were searching for multiple people in the water. (WJLA via AP)]
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    Follow AP for live coverage of Baltimore's Key Bridge collapse


    


A container ship struck a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to plunge into the river below. From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collision, with a total of 342 people killed, according to a 2018 report from the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure. Eighteen of those collapses happened in the United States. 
A list of notable disasters involving ships or barges hitting bridges in the U.S.: 
POPP'S FERRY BRIDGE
March 20, 2009: A vessel pushing eight barges rammed into the Popp's Ferry Bridge in Biloxi, Mississippi, resulting in a 150-foot section of the bridge collapsing into the bay. 
INTERSTATE 40 BRIDGE: 14 DEAD
May 26, 2002: A barge hit the Interstate 40 bridge over the Arkansas River at Webbers Falls, Oklahoma, collapsing a 500-foot section of road and plunging vehicles into the water. Fourteen people died and 11 were injured.

    


QUEEN ISABELLA CAUSEWAY: 8 DEAD
Sept. 15, 2001: A tugboat and barge struck the Queen Isabella Causeway in Port Isabel, Texas, causing a midsection of the bridge to tumble 80 feet into the bay below. Eight people died after motorists drove into the hole.
EADS BRIDGE: 50 INJURED
April 14, 1998: The Anne Holly tow traveling through the St. Louis Harbor rammed into the center span of the Eads Bridge. Eight barges broke away. Three of them hit a permanently moored gambling vessel below the bridge. Fifty people suffered minor injuries.
BIG BAYOU CANOT: 47 DEAD
Sept. 22, 1993: Barges being pushed by a towboat in dense fog hit and displaced the Big Bayou Canot railroad bridge near Mobile, Alabama. Minutes later, an Amtrak train with 220 people aboard reached the displaced bridge and derailed, killing 47 people and injuring 103 people.
SEEBER BRIDGE: 1 DEAD

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

May 28, 1993: The towboat Chris, pushing the empty hopper barge DM3021, hit a support tier of the Judge William Seeber Bridge in New Orleans. Two spans and the two-column bent collapsed onto the barge. Two cars carrying three people fell with the four-lane bridge deck into a canal. One person died and two people were seriously injured.

    


SUNSHINE SKYWAY BRIDGE: 35 DEAD
May 9, 1980: The 609-foot freighter Summit Venture was navigating through the narrow, winding shipping channel of Florida's Tampa Bay when a sudden, blinding squall knocked out the ship's radar. The ship sheared off a support of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge, dropping a 1,400-foot section of concrete roadway during the morning rush hour. Seven vehicles, including a bus with 26 aboard, fell 150 feet into the water. Thirty-five people died.
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    [image: FILE - A person picks through trash for reusable items as a fire rages at the Bhalswa landfill in New Delhi, April 27, 2022. A new United Nations report estimates that 19% of the food produced around the world went to waste in 2022. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: FILE - Garbage is loaded into a landfill in Lenox Township, Mich., July 28, 2022. A new United Nations report estimates that 19% of the food produced around the world went to waste in 2022. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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[image: FILE - A plate of food is held on Aug. 6, 2023, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. A new United Nations report estimates that 19% of the food produced around the world went to waste in 2022. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- The world wasted an estimated 19% of the food produced globally in 2022, or about 1.05 billion metric tons, according to a new United Nations report.

The U.N. Environment Programme's Food Waste Index Report, published Wednesday, tracks the progress of countries to halve food waste by 2030. 

The U.N. said the number of countries reporting for the index nearly doubled from the first report in 2021. The 2021 report estimated that 17% of the food produced globally in 2019, or 931 million metric tons (1.03 billion tons), was wasted, but authors warned against direct comparisons because of the lack of sufficient data from many countries.

The report is co-authored by UNEP and Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP), an international charity.

Researchers analyzed country data on households, food service and retailers. They found that each person wastes about 79 kilograms (about 174 pounds) of food annually, equal to at least 1 billion meals wasted worldwide daily.

    



Most of the waste -- 60% -- came in households. About 28% came from food service, or restaurants, with about 12% from retailers.





"It is a travesty," said co-author Clementine O'Connor, the focal point for food waste at UNEP. "It doesn't make any sense, and it is a complicated problem, but through collaboration and systemic action, it is one that can be tackled."

The report comes at a time when 783 million people around the world face chronic hunger and many places facing deepening food crises. The Israel-Hamas war and violence in Haiti have worsened the crisis, with experts saying that famine is imminent in northern Gaza and approaching in Haiti.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Food waste is also a global concern because of the environmental toll of production, including the land and water required to raise crops and animals and the greenhouse gas emissions it produces, including methane, a powerful gas that has accounted for about 30 percent of global warming since pre-industrial times.

Food loss and waste generates 8 to 10 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. If it were a country, it would rank third after China and the U.S.

Fadila Jumare, a Nigeria-based project associate at Busara Center for Behavioral Economics who has studied prevention of food waste in Kenya and Nigeria, said the problem further disadvantages many people who are already food insecure and cannot afford healthy diets.

"For humanity, food waste means that less food is available to the poorest population," said Jumare, who wasn't involved in the report.

    



Brian Roe, a food waste researcher at Ohio State University who wasn't involved with the report, said the index is important to tackling food waste.

"The key takeaway is that reducing the amount of food that is wasted is an avenue that can lead to many desirable outcomes -- resource conservation, fewer environmental damages, greater food security, and more land for uses other than as landfills and food production," said Roe, who wasn't involved in the report.

The report showed notable growth in coverage of food waste in low- and middle-income countries, the authors said. But it may fall to wealthier nations to lead in international cooperation and policy development to reduce food waste, they said.

    



The report said many governments, regional and industry groups are using public-private partnerships to reduce food waste and its contributions to climate and water stress. Governments and municipalities collaborate with businesses in the food supply chain, whereby businesses commit to measure food waste.

The report said food redistribution -- including donating surplus food to food banks and charities -- is significant in tackling food waste among retailers.

One group doing that is Food Banking Kenya, a nonprofit that gets surplus food from farms, markets, supermarkets and packing houses and redistributes it to schoolchildren and vulnerable populations. Food waste is an increasing concern in Kenya, where an estimated 4.45 million metric tons (about 4.9 million tons) of food is wasted every year.

"We positively impact the society by providing nutritious food and also positively impact the environment by reducing the emission of harmful gases," said John Gathungu, the group's co-founder and executive director.

    



The report's authors said they found that the differences in per capita household food waste between high-income and lower-income countries were surprisingly small.

Richard Swannel, a co-author and director of Impact Growth at WRAP, said that shows food waste "is not a rich world problem. It's a global problem."

"The data is really clear on this point: that here is a problem right around the world and one that we could all tackle tomorrow to save ourselves money and reduce environmental impact," he said.

___

This story has corrected the last name of the co-founder and executive director of Food Banking Kenya to John Gathungu, not John Mukuhi.

____

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - This image provided by NOAA/NASA In This May 31, 2018 satellite image shows the Earth's western hemisphere at 12:00 p.m. EDT on May 20, 2018, made by the new GOES-17 satellite, using the Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI) instrument. For the first time in history, world timekeepers may have to consider subtracting a second from our clocks in a few years because the planet is rotating a tad faster. (NOAA/NASA via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Custodian Ray Keen inspects a clock face before changing the time on the 100-year-old clock atop the Clay County Courthouse Saturday, March 8, 2014, in Clay Center, Kan. For the first time in history, world timekeepers may have to consider subtracting a second from our clocks in a few years because the planet is rotating a tad faster. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        Earth's changing spin is threatening to toy with our sense of time, clocks and computerized society in an unprecedented way -- but only for a second.
For the first time in history, world timekeepers may have to consider subtracting a second from our clocks in a few years because the planet is rotating a tad faster than it used to. Clocks may have to skip a second -- called a "negative leap second" -- around 2029, a study in the journal Nature said Wednesday.
"This is an unprecedented situation and a big deal," said study lead author Duncan Agnew, a geophysicist at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, San Diego. "It's not a huge change in the Earth's rotation that's going to lead to some catastrophe or anything, but it is something notable. It's yet another indication that we're in a very unusual time."

    


Ice melting at both of Earth's poles has been counteracting the planet's burst of speed and is likely to have delayed this global second of reckoning by about three years, Agnew said.
"We are headed toward a negative leap second," said Dennis McCarthy, retired director of time for the U.S. Naval Observatory who wasn't part of the study. "It's a matter of when."




It's a complicated situation that involves, physics, global power politics, climate change, technology and two types of time.
Earth takes about 24 hours to rotate, but the key word is about.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For thousands of years, the Earth has been generally slowing down, with the rate varying from time to time, said Agnew and Judah Levine, a physicist for the time and frequency division of the National Institute of Standards and Technology. 
The slowing is mostly caused by the effect of tides, which are caused by the pull of the moon, McCarthy said.
This didn't matter until atomic clocks were adopted as the official time standard more than 55 years ago. Those didn't slow. 

    


That established two versions of time -- astronomical and atomic -- and they didn't match. Astronomical time fell behind atomic time by 2.5 milliseconds every day. That meant the atomic clock would say it's midnight and to Earth it was midnight a fraction of a second later, Agnew said.
Those daily fractions of seconds added up to whole seconds every few years. Starting in 1972, international timekeepers decided to add a "leap second" in June or December for astronomical time to catch up to the atomic time, called Coordinated Universal Time or UTC. Instead of 11:59 and 59 seconds turning to midnight, there would be another second at 11:59 and 60 seconds. A negative leap second would go from 11:59 and 58 seconds directly to midnight, skipping 11:59:59.
Between 1972 and 2016, 27 separate leap seconds were added as Earth slowed. But the rate of slowing was tapering off.
"In 2016 or 2017 or maybe 2018, the slowdown rate had slowed down to the point that the Earth was actually speeding up," Levine said.
Earth's speeding up because its hot liquid core -- "a large ball of molten fluid" -- acts in unpredictable ways, with eddies and flows that vary, Agnew said. 

    


Agnew said the core has been triggering a speedup for about 50 years, but rapid melting of ice at the poles since 1990 masked that effect. Melting ice shifts Earth's mass from the poles to the bulging center, which slows the rotation much like a spinning ice skater slows when extending their arms out to their sides, he said.
Without the effect of melting ice, Earth would need that negative leap second in 2026 instead of 2029, Agnew calculated.
For decades, astronomers had been keeping universal and astronomical time together with those handy little leap seconds. But computer system operators said those additions aren't easy for all the precise technology the world now relies on. In 2012, some computer systems mishandled the leap second, causing problems for Reddit, Linux, Qantas Airlines and others, experts said.
"What is the need for this adjustment in time when it causes so many problems?" McCarthy said.
But Russia's satellite system relies on astronomical time, so eliminating leap seconds would cause them problems, Agnew and McCarthy said. Astronomers and others wanted to keep the system that would add a leap second whenever the difference between atomic and astronomical time neared a second.

    


In 2022, the world's timekeepers decided that starting in the 2030s they'd change the standards for inserting or deleting a leap second, making it much less likely.
Tech companies such as Google and Amazon unilaterally instituted their own solutions to the leap second issue by gradually adding fractions of a second over a full day, Levine said.
"The fights are so serious because the stakes are so small," Levine said.
Then add in the "weird" effect of subtracting, not adding a leap second, Agnew said. It's likely to be tougher to skip a second because software programs are designed to add, not subtract time, McCarthy said.

    


McCarthy said the trend toward needing a negative leap second is clear, but he thinks it's more to do with the Earth becoming more round from geologic shifts from the end of the last ice age.
Three other outside scientists said Agnew's study makes sense, calling his evidence compelling.
But Levine doesn't think a negative leap second will really be needed. He said the overall slowing trend from tides has been around for centuries and continues, but the shorter trends in Earth's core come and go.
"This is not a process where the past is a good prediction of the future," Levine said. "Anyone who makes a long-term prediction on the future is on very, very shaky ground."
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - A boy runs past a statue of Soviet Union founder Vladimir Lenin in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman walks past the Operational Group of Russian Forces headquarters in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova, Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - People walk past the equestrian statue of a Russian Generalissimo Alexander Suvorov in Tiraspol, , the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs.(AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | FILE - People walk past the equestrian statue of a Russian Generalissimo Alexander Suvorov in Tiraspol, , the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs.(AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Moldova's Foreign Minister Mihai Popsoi, attends a joint news conference with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Kyiv, Ukraine on March. 13, 2024. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, right, and Moldova's Foreign Minister Mihai Popsoi talk during a flower laying ceremony at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine on March. 13, 2024. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - People holding European Union and Moldovan flags fill the Great National Assembly Square in Chisinau, Moldova, Sunday, May 21, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - People chant slogans during a protest initiated by Moldova's recently-formed Movement for the People group and supported by members of Moldova's Russia-friendly Shor Party, against the pro-Western government and low living standards, in Chisinau, Moldova on Feb. 19, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - People walk past a billboard depicting the first cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Moldovans look at candidates lists on the ballot during local elections in Chisinau, Moldova on Nov. 5, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - A child plays near a Red Army tank at a WWII memorial in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova, in 1991. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A boy runs past a statue of Soviet Union founder Vladimir Lenin in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman walks past the Operational Group of Russian Forces headquarters in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova, Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - People walk past the equestrian statue of a Russian Generalissimo Alexander Suvorov in Tiraspol, , the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs.(AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Moldova's Foreign Minister Mihai Popsoi, attends a joint news conference with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Kyiv, Ukraine on March. 13, 2024. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, right, and Moldova's Foreign Minister Mihai Popsoi talk during a flower laying ceremony at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine on March. 13, 2024. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - People holding European Union and Moldovan flags fill the Great National Assembly Square in Chisinau, Moldova, Sunday, May 21, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - People chant slogans during a protest initiated by Moldova's recently-formed Movement for the People group and supported by members of Moldova's Russia-friendly Shor Party, against the pro-Western government and low living standards, in Chisinau, Moldova on Feb. 19, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - People walk past a billboard depicting the first cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova on Nov. 1, 2021. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Moldovans look at candidates lists on the ballot during local elections in Chisinau, Moldova on Nov. 5, 2023. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Aurel Obreja)]
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[image: FILE - A child plays near a Red Army tank at a WWII memorial in Tiraspol, the capital of the Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, in Moldova, in 1991. Since Russia fully invaded Ukraine two years ago, a string of incidents in neighboring Moldova's Russia-backed breakaway region of Transnistria have periodically raised the specter that European Union candidate Moldova could also be in Moscow's crosshairs. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)]
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                                        Since Russia invaded Ukraine two years ago, fears have risen in neighboring Moldova that it could also be in Moscow's crosshairs.
Like Ukraine, Moldova is a former Soviet republic that has aligned itself with the West and aspires to join the European Union. And both countries hope to eventually reintegrate Russian-speaking breakaway territories that view Moscow as their protector.
After a short war in the early 1990s, Transnistria declared independence from Moldova, where today's pro-Western government has firmly opposed Russian President Vladimir Putin's war with Ukraine.
Although Transnistria's independence isn't recognized by any U.N. member countries, including Russia, the Kremlin-friendly territory has become a source of tension during the war, especially since it is wedged between Moldova and Ukraine and is home to a military base with 1,500 Russian troops.

    


WHY HAS TRANSNISTRIA CAUSED ALARM?
A large majority of Transnistria's 470,000 people speak Russian as a first language and some 200,000 are Russian citizens who feel a close connection to Russia, though most are also Moldovan citizens. In 2006, more than 95% of voters in a Transnistria referendum said they wanted to join Russia, but the ballot wasn't internationally recognized.




Since the war in Ukraine started, several developments in Transnistria have led some to draw parallels to the separatist movement by pro-Moscow factions in eastern Ukraine that paved the way for Russia's full-scale assault.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Just weeks after the invasion, a series of explosions rocked Transnistria. Last year, an opposition leader there who campaigned for human rights was shot to death. And this month, an empty helicopter at a military installation was destroyed in what Transnistria officials blamed on a Ukrainian drone strike but what Moldovan authorities allege was a staged explosion meant to inflame tensions.
"More such actions are planned by the Russian Federation" in Transnistria, Moldova's Bureau for Reintegration Policies said in a statement Monday. The bureau, which works to reintegrate Transnistria into Moldova, added that with Russia unable to attack Moldova militarily, "such actions are aimed at increasing panic, inducing mistrust in society and weakening the economy."

    


The separatist region also made headlines last month when authorities used a rare meeting of Transnistria's congress to appeal to Moscow for "protection" due to what they said was increased pressure from Moldova. The appeal stopped short of asking Russia to annex the territory, allaying fears in Moldova, which dismissed the event as propaganda.
The Kremlin routinely denies that it is trying to destabilize Moldova, but last week, Moldova expelled a Russian diplomat after Moscow opened six polling stations for its presidential election in Transnistria.
DOES RUSSIA HAVE AMBITIONS IN TRANSNISTRIA?
Russian forces have made territorial gains in Ukraine in recent months after Kyiv's counteroffensive failed to yield significant battlefield gains. But to reach Transnistria from Ukraine, Russian forces would need to capture Ukraine's Black Sea coast, including the major port city of Odesa, to create a land corridor to the region.

    


In an interview with The Associated Press, Moldova's foreign minister, Mihai Popsoi, didn't play down the threat that Russia poses to Moldova.
"It's not whether the Russians would want to come ... and violate our sovereignty -- it's a matter of whether they could," Popsoi said. "As long as Ukraine is resolute in its resistance and defending its territory, and as long as the West is willing to provide enough support for Ukraine, ... then we remain safe."
Moldova has faced a litany of crises amid the war next door. These include errant missiles landing on its territory, a severe energy crisis after Moscow dramatically reduced gas supplies, rampant inflation and recurring anti-government protests by pro-Russia parties.
Military aggression may not be in Russia's interest since it is already "pretty effectively" destabilizing Moldova "without attacking Moldova," said Alexandra Vacroux, executive director of the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. "I don't see it," she added.

    


WHAT COULD PUTIN ACTUALLY DO IN THE BREAKAWAY REGION?
Moldova's government asserts that Moscow is conducting a broad "hybrid war" against their country by funding anti-government protests, meddling in local elections, and running vast disinformation campaigns to try to topple the government and derail Moldova's EU aspirations.
Earlier this month, Moldova's national intelligence agency said it had gathered data indicating "unprecedented" plans by Moscow to launch a fresh and sprawling destabilization campaign as Moldova gears up for an EU membership referendum and a presidential election.
"We're counting on our society and our partners to help us continue to build resilience ... so that we can be more effective in preventing and combatting all these hybrid threats," Popsoi said.

    


IS THE HELICOPTER INCIDENT CAUSE FOR CONCERN?
After Transnistrian authorities blamed the helicopter incident on Ukraine, Moldova quickly denied that any attack occurred and called it "an attempt to cause fear and panic in the region."
The reintegration bureau said that after analyzing footage of the parked helicopter bursting into flame, there were indications that the fire was "caused by factors other than the drone," but it didn't specify what caused the blaze.
Popsoi, 37, said the incident -- which occurred on the final day of Russia's highly-orchestrated presidential election -- "looked as staged as they come," but that the "hysteria and panic is understandable" given the proximity of Russia's war.
Moldova said the helicopter had been decommissioned for several years. "It seems like they added fuel to that helicopter ... just to have a nicer explosion for cinematographic effect," Popsoi said.
WILL THE OLD "FROZEN CONFLICT" THAW ANYTIME SOON?
Ion Marandici, a scholar who studies conflict resolution and Eastern Europe, said he's skeptical that Transnistria could be reintegrated into Moldova by 2030, when Moldova hopes to become a full EU member.
"The conflict can be managed successfully, but it cannot be resolved at this time due to the deep-seated distrust and the sacrifices that neither side is willing to make," he said. "Reintegration would mean a weakening of (Moldova's) pro-EU parties and a consolidation of their political opponents."
Popsoi said the EU has assured Moldova that the Transnistria issue will not prevent the country from joining the EU "per se" and that the process could instead make reintegration with Moldova more attractive for the breakaway region, since 70% of Transnistria's exports end up in the EU.
"We are committed to a peaceful settlement," he said. "There is this constant struggle there between more reasonable economy-driven folks, and there is the more security establishment, pro-Russian hawks there that are looking for escalation, looking to cause trouble."
___
Associated Press reporter James Heintz contributed from Tallinn, Estonia.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/transnistria-moldova-russia-ukraine-war-99575f5e67c222edced149031417bd5a
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Ukraine ramps up spending on homemade weapons to help repel Russia

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ukraine needs any edge it can get to repel Russia from its territory. One emerging bright spot is its small but fast-growing defense industry, which the government is flooding with money in hopes that a surge of homemade weapons and ammunition can help turn the tide. (AP video shot by Alex Babenko and Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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    [image: A worker assembles mortar shells at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A mortar shell on a lathe at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Workers check 82mm mortars at a factory in Ukraine, on Friday, December 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Workers weld reinforced steel for artillery vehicles at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: An engineer installs components in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: An engineer assembles parts on a combat drone in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Monday, February 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A worker stores mortar shells at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Anatolli Kuzmin, the factory's 64-year-old owner, holds a mortar shell at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Armored vehicles are worked on at a factory in Ukraine, on Friday, December 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: FILE - A sea drone cruises on the water during a presentation by Ukraine's Security Service in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Tuesday, March 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)]
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[image: Engineers install components on exploding drones in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A worker hauls a cart with mortar shells at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Exploding drones are ready to be shipped to the battlefield in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 17 | Exploding drones are ready to be shipped to the battlefield in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 17
Exploding drones are ready to be shipped to the battlefield in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Engineers install antennas on a land drone in Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, February 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mortar shells are seen at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A worker puts serial numbers on the a mortar shell at a factory in Ukraine, on Wednesday, January 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Workers weld reinforced steel for armored vehicles at a factory in Ukraine, on Friday, December 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine needs any edge it can get to repel Russia from its territory. One emerging bright spot is its small but fast-growing defense industry, which the government is flooding with money in hopes that a surge of homemade weapons and ammunition can help turn the tide.
The effort ramped up sharply over the past year as the U.S. and Europe strained to deliver weapons and other aid to Ukraine, which is up against a much bigger Russian military backed by a thriving domestic defense industry.
The Ukrainian government budgeted nearly $1.4 billion in 2024 to buy and develop weapons at home -- 20 times more than before Russia's full-scale invasion. 
And in another major shift, a huge portion of weapons are now being bought from privately owned factories. They are sprouting up across the country and rapidly taking over an industry that had been dominated by state-owned companies.





    


A privately owned mortar factory that launched in western Ukraine last year is making roughly 20,000 shells a month. "I feel that we are bringing our country closer to victory," said Anatolli Kuzmin, the factory's 64-year-old owner, who used to make farm equipment and fled his home in southern Ukraine after Russia invaded in 2022.
Yet like many aspects of Ukraine's war apparatus, its defense sector has been constrained by a lack of money and manpower - and, according to executives and generals, too much government red tape. A more robust private sector could help root out inefficiencies and enable factories to churn out weapons and ammunition even faster.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The stakes couldn't be higher.
Russia controls nearly a quarter of Ukraine and has gained momentum along the 1,000 kilometer (620 mile) front line by showing a willingness to expend large numbers of troops to make even the smallest of advances. Ukrainian troops regularly find themselves outmanned and outgunned, and this has contributed to falling morale.

    


"You need a mortar not in three years, you need it now, preferably yesterday," said Taras Chmut, director of the Come Back Alive Foundation, an organization that has raised more than $260 million over the past decade to equip Ukrainian troops with machine guns, armored vehicles and more.
WARTIME ENTREPRENEURS
Kuzmin, the owner of the mortar factory, fled the southern city of Melitopol in 2022 after Russia invaded and seized his factory that mostly made spare parts for farm equipment. He had begun developing a prototype for mortar shells shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014, when it illegally annexed the Crimean Peninsula. 
Kuzmin took over a sprawling warehouse in western Ukraine last winter. His long-term goals include boosting production to 100,000 shells per month and developing engines and explosives for drones.
He is just one of many entrepreneurs transforming Ukraine's weapons industry, which was dominated by state-owned enterprises after the break-up of the Soviet Union. Today, about 80 percent of the defense industry is in private hands -- a mirror image of where things stood a year ago and a stark contrast with Russia's state-controlled defense industry.

    


Each newly made projectile is wrapped in craft paper and carefully packed into wooden crates to be shipped to Romania or Bulgaria, where are loaded with explosives. Several weeks later, they're shipped back and sent to the front.
"Our dream is to establish a plant for explosives," said Kuzmin, who is seeking a partner to make that happen.
OBSTACLES TO GROWTH
Ukraine's surge in military spending has occurred against a backdrop of $60 billion in U.S. aid being held up by Congress and with European countries struggling to deliver enough ammunition. 
As impressive as Ukraine's defense sector transformation has been, the country stands no chance of defeating Russia without massive support from the West, said Trevor Taylor, a research fellow at the Royal United Services Institute, a London-based think tank.
"Ukraine is not capable of producing all the munitions that it needs for this fight," Taylor said. "The hold up of $60 billion of American help is really proving to be a significant hindrance."

    


Russia is also pumping more money into its defense industry, whose growth has helped buffer its economy from the full brunt of Western sanctions. The country's defense minister, Sergei Shoigu, recently boasted of huge increases in the manufacture of tanks, drones and ammunition.
"The entire country has risen and is working for our victory," he said.
Compared with last year, Ukraine's output of mortar shells is about 40 times higher and its production of ammunition for artillery has nearly tripled, said Oleksandr Kamyshin, Ukraine's minister of strategic industries. There has also been a boom in drone startups, with the government committing roughly $1 billion on the technology -- on top of its defense budget.
"We now produce in a month what we used to produce in a year," said Vladislav Belbas, the director general of Ukrainian Armor, which makes a wide array of military vehicles. 

    


For the Ukrainian army's 28th brigade, which is fighting near Bakhmut, delays in foreign weapon supplies haven't yet posed any problems for troops "because we are able to cover our need from our own domestic production," said Major Artem Kholodkevych. 
Still, domestic weapons factories face a range of challenges -- from keeping up with changing needs of battlefield commanders, to their own vulnerability to long-range Russian missile strikes.
But perhaps the greatest immediate hindrance is a lack of manpower.
Yaroslav Dzera, who manages one of Ukrainian Armor's factories, said he struggles to recruit and keep qualified workers, not least because many of them have been mobilized to fight. 
CUTTING THROUGH RED TAPE
Weapons companies say another roadblock to growth is bureaucracy.
The government has tried to become more efficient since the war began, including by making its process for awarding contracts more transparent. But officials say the country has a long way to go. 
Shortly before he was replaced by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Ukraine's former top general, Valerii Zaluzhnyi, highlighted the problem in an essay he wrote for CNN, saying Ukraine's defense sector remained "hamstrung" by too many regulations and a lack of competition.
In spite of the challenges, one success story has been Ukraine's drone industry. Ukrainian-made sea drones have proven to be an effective weapon against the Russian fleet in the Black Sea.
There are around 200 companies in Ukraine now focused on drones and output has soared -- with 50 times more deliveries in December compared with a year earlier, according to Mykhailo Fedorov, the country's minister of digital transformation.
Russia's war in Ukraine is not a standoff over whose got better drones or missiles, said Serhii Pashynskyi, head of the National Association of Ukrainian Defense Industries trade group. 
"We have a war of only two resources with Russia -- manpower and money," he said. "And if we learn to use these two basic resources, we will win. If not, we will have big problems."
___
Associated Press reporter Volodymyr Yurchuk contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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They fled kibbutzim after Hamas attacked. Now, many Israelis must decide whether to go back

            
     
    
        Smoke rises from Gaza City as seen from Kibbutz Nahal Oz, Israel. (AP Video Sam McNeil)
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                                        KIBBUTZ NAHAL OZ, Israel (AP) -- For a few minutes on a recent afternoon, the sun-bathed silence that fills Nadav Tzabari's neighborhood could almost be mistaken for peace.
Then shelling from Israeli tanks dug in across the fence line in Gaza erupts again, sending shudders through the vacated homes and overgrown gardens of this long-resilient farming community, emptied for months of nearly all its people.
"This is my house," says Tzabari, a 35-year-old teacher, arriving at a small stucco building with a red tile roof near the center of Nahal Oz. It is so close to the bombed-out buildings on Gaza City's eastern fringe that before Hamas swept in last October, residents could see their Palestinian counterparts driving through the streets.
Next door, Tzabari recalls, the attackers shot dead his 75-year-old neighbor and wounded her husband as the couple clung to the door of their safe room. Beyond an orange tree in his own yard, a tarp stretches across a gaping hole punched through the roof by one of thousands of rockets fired from Gaza in the months since. Inside, the blast layered every surface in dust and grit.
Yet as soon as Tzabari reenters its cracked facade, he is confronted with vivid memories of Nahal Oz as it was -- and vexing questions about what it might yet be.
"I don't know what I'm going to do. It changes every day," says Tzabari, who fulfilled a dream with his husband when they bought a home in the kibbutz, but are deeply conflicted about returning. "It doesn't matter how you twist it or what angle you look at it. This is going to be a really, really long, hard and complicated journey."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Five months after Hamas slaughtered 1,200 people in an early-morning assault, triggering a massive invasion by Israel that has killed more than 30,000 people in Gaza, those who fled ravaged border communities are wrestling with whether, how and when to go back.
The choices are fraught and deeply personal. The trauma of seeing family members and friends killed and others taken hostage remains raw. The attack, which trapped many residents in the dark for 17 or 18 hours, left homes in some communities beyond repair. Artillery fire and the roar of fighter jets make clear that Nahal Oz and nearby towns, built decades ago on or near the sites of former Palestinian villages, are extensions of the war zone.
Many older people, including Nahal Oz's founders, pledge to return and a small number of residents have gone back to some communities. But the future of the cooperatives, known as kibbutzim, depends on younger families.
"One day you say, 'No, no, no, I don't want to go back.' The next day you wake up and you say, 'I want to go home'," says Raymond Reijnen, standing outside the dairy barn where a handful of residents have come back to work a few days each week. The other days, he and his wife deliberate whether Nahal Oz, where their children ran barefoot for hours, can ever again be home.
"It's a really difficult question," he says, as two Israeli soldiers just beyond the cattle shed point machine guns toward Gaza. "Is the kibbutz going to be the same place with the same people? Nobody knows."
Most of the communities near the Gaza border were home to just a few hundred people. But in a country whose short existence has been defined by war, kibbutzim played an outsized role in staking Israel's territory. Mass evacuations following the October attack have, for now, sharply reduced its inhabitable footprint.
"It's a practical problem," says Shlomo Getz, who leads a center for kibbutz research at the University of Haifa, noting that the communities accounted for most of the population on Israel's side of the border.
"If the kibbutzim ... will not come back, no one will come," he says. "That means we are losing our country."
The story of Nahal Oz is central to understanding that connection.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        Scenes from a British Movietone film, of the early days of the Kibbutz Nahal Oz in 1967. (British Movietone via AP)
    



            

        

    

In 1951, a newly independent Israel was two years removed from a fierce war with Palestinian fighters and neighboring Arab countries. Palestinians had constituted a large majority of the pre-war population. But by the time fighting ended, about 700,000 had fled or been expelled.
Many, pushed from Arab villages just across the armistice line, ended up in Gaza, where today three-fourths of all residents are refugees or their descendants. Israeli leaders moved to solidify control by establishing communities along the border with the narrow strip, then occupied by Egypt.
To Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, the moment called for soldiers trained to farm as well as fight. The new corps was dubbed Nahal, a Hebrew acronym for "Fighting Pioneer Youth," and planted its first outpost on land sloping gently toward the border. Two years later, a second group turned it into a kibbutz, Nahal Oz.
"We lived, more or less, half as military and half as citizens," says Yankale Cohen, who was 19 when he and few others founded the kibbutz. "But in the meantime, we developed a community."
A month after the kibbutz was launched, Egyptian soldiers killed a resident. Three years later, Roi Rotberg, a soldier in charge of security, was patrolling on horseback when he was ambushed. His death at 21 drew wide attention.
"Have we forgotten that this small group of young people dwelling at Nahal Oz is carrying the heavy gates of Gaza on its shoulders?" Israeli military chief Moshe Dayan said in a eulogy at Rotberg's funeral.
His words alluded to the Old Testament's story of Samson, who pulled down the gates of Gaza and carried them to a hill some believe is the one overlooking present-day Nahal Oz. But it was more than a metaphor for Dayan, who noted that Palestinians had watched as Israelis transformed "the lands and villages where they and their fathers dwelt."

    


Nahal Oz was built closer to the border than nearby kibbutzim, less than a mile from Gaza's Shejaiya neighborhood, a Hamas stronghold on Samson's hill. Kibbutz farmers seed crops to the fence line.
Residents gradually built a tidy village of single-story homes, shadowed by a grain silo and surrounded by cultivated fields. They turned the kibbutz's first building into a pub, where younger residents gathered for beer and music. Whimsical statues of eggplants and peppers sprouted outside a visitor center that bustled each spring, when Israelis flock to see wildflowers carpeting the fields.
Over time, people in the kibbutzim and in Gaza - captured by Israel during the 1967 war - settled into a sort of tacit acceptance.
Thousands of Palestinians crossed daily to work on Israeli farms. Cohen, who earned the nickname "Mr. Potato" for crop expertise developed over decades, advised Gaza farmers on planting and processing. Many older Israelis recall regular drives to Gaza for shopping and medical care.
That changed after the first Palestinian intifada erupted in 1987, a divide cemented when Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005 and Hamas seized control two years later.
Tensions in Gaza simmered as recurrent wars and a longstanding blockade, meant to keep Hamas from stockpiling weapons, left the economy in shambles. Many Israelis paid little heed to conditions in Gaza and were largely unaware that border kibbutzim were built on the sites of former Palestinian villages. But rocket attacks were a constant reminder of that dynamic in Nahal Oz and neighboring communities.
During a 2014 war, Palestinian fighters emerged from a tunnel near the kibbutz to kill five Israeli soldiers. Weeks later a mortar shell exploded in Nahal Oz, killing a 4-year-old boy.
Afterward, 17 families abandoned Nahal Oz, dropping the population to about 250. With its future threatened, the kibbutz began housing teens preparing for military service and college students.
Leaders also invited families, attracted to an oasis where neighbors gathered on porches for evening chats, homes were far more affordable than in Israeli cities, and - the threat of rockets notwithstanding - most nights were so peaceful, Cohen says, that you could practically smell the quiet.
Soon Reijnen and his wife, Mirjam, who had left careers as firefighters in their native Netherlands, arrived with their three children.
Tzabari, a former soldier battling post-traumatic stress disorder from the 2014 Gaza war, recalled the beauty of the kibbutz he'd visited during forays across the border and came to stay.
Matan Weitz, boarding in a courtyard filled with fellow students, felt so welcomed by kibbutz elders he decided to build a life there after graduation. Often, he'd walk to an old guard tower to gaze over the countryside.
"It's a beautiful place to sit alone and when friends came by to see the kibbutz...we'd climb up and see the sunset over Gaza," he says. "I was never afraid when I was there."
By last fall, Nahal Oz's population had topped 450. The kibbutz was 95% heaven, residents told one another, even if the threat of rockets made it 5% hell.
The tradeoff seemed worth it, until Oct. 7.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On the first Friday last October, kibbutz residents stayed up late, stringing lights around the pool and arranging chairs on the grass. The following day was a Jewish holiday. In Nahal Oz, though, it was planned as much more - the 70th anniversary of its founding.
Nahal Oz's location means that alerts warning of possible rocket attacks give residents just a few seconds to hide and a few more to wait before it is considered safe. The first alert that morning came around 6:30. But the barrage that followed felt endless.
It sounded like "the loudest thunders, multiplied by a thousand," says Naomi Adler, a nurse who hunkered down with her husband and three sons in the reinforced saferoom built into each house, and routinely used as bedrooms or home offices.
When it ended roughly 10 minutes later, the couple decided it was OK to emerge for water. The gunfire began as their phones started buzzing.

    


Lock your homes and stay in your safe rooms, warned a message from the kibbutz security director, Ilan Fiorentino. Hamas is at your back door, warned another from the Adlers' neighbor.
Crouched in the saferoom with his husband and their dog, Tzabari heard shouting in Arabic and the staccato of rifles. When it quieted briefly, he dashed to the shed, grabbing gardening tools that might serve as weapons.
Inside the Reijnens', Raymond tied bedsheets from the window to the door of the saferoom that, like others, did not lock because they'd been designed to protect against rockets, not invasion. With an Army base next to the kibbutz, help was minutes away, the couple told each other. Later they learned that Hamas had overrun the installation, killing dozens of soldiers.
The initial barrage had been a distraction. After plowing through fortifications Israeli officials had billed as virtually impenetrable, dozens of attackers breached the fence around the kibbutz before assaulting neighborhoods.
In a video livestreamed on a phone snatched from one resident, they marched 15-year-old Tomer Arava from his home at gunpoint, forced him to coax neighbors from hiding, then opened fire.
Arava, his mother, and her boyfriend were killed. The boyfriend's daughters were taken hostage, released 51 days later.
Next door to Tzabari, gunmen burst into the home of Yonatan and Shoshana Brosh, who had taken to mothering the new arrivals. She was killed by shots fired through the saferoom door.
Ariel Zohar, a 12-year-old resident out for a run when the assault began, was rescued by Fiorentino, the security director. Later, Zohar's sisters, mother and father - a former AP video journalist -- were found dead in a bedroom, their arms wrapped around one another. Fiorentino was also killed later, trying to fend off the assault.
In all, 15 people from Nahal Oz were killed, including a Tanzanian intern just arrived to study farming. Two of the seven taken hostage are still being held.
The toll extended to the fields, where attackers destroyed computers regulating the irrigation system and broke the pipes. They shot up the kibbutz's new $1.4 million dairy barn, killing cattle, and stole nine tractors.
"They came to kill us, to burn us alive, to take all the agriculture down and to make us not want to come back," says Moran Freibach, 53, who was raised in Nahal Oz and oversees farming operations.

    


When Israeli forces finally reached homes that afternoon, they ordered residents to continue hiding. It was well after dark before soldiers returned, giving residents minutes to pack.
In her kitchen, Tami Halevi, 86, had a fleeting thought: How long would it be before they could return? She rushed to divvy a pot of stew prepared for the anniversary celebration, shoving containers into the freezer.
Nearby, Tzabari and husband Rotem Katz hurried for the door with their dog, Tom, leaving behind all the trappings of home - a hammock in the backyard, the fish tank in the hall.
Outside the Reijnen house, Mirjam and her children clambered into the bed of a military vehicle packed with neighbors and belongings. But what had become of her husband?
Then Raymond appeared with a basket filled with his daughter's stuffed animals and climbed aboard. As the vehicle sped down a road littered with bodies and burned-out cars, the kibbutz where his family had made a new life grew fainter and fainter.
Then, the Nahal Oz of memory vanished in the darkness.
Weeks after the attack, inside an assisted living complex near Tel Aviv, Tami Halevi gratefully appraised the bare walls and basic furniture she'd been offered. There was no way of knowing how long it would take before she and 16 other elders who'd arrived together might get back to Nahal Oz.
"One of my friends here told me: 'I'm bringing nothing. I don't want to feel at home," says Halevi, a grandmother of 14, welcoming a visitor. The embroidered armchair one of her grandsons retrieved from the kibbutz beckons from the center of the small living room. Framed drawings by a friend decorate a spot over the sofa.
"I'm living here. I don't know for how long. And I want a few pieces of my life," she says.
Halevi, a retired college administrator, laughs when some of the others teasingly call her "the child," because she did not start her life in Nahal Oz until two years after its founding. But it is a reminder of the very deep roots the seniors have in the kibbutz.
Many memories are sweet ones, of the early years when all kibbutz children were raised together in a single building; of drives into Gaza to seek out the most delicious hummus. But the lessons of that experience are complicated.
After the 1967 war, Halevi and her husband, an agronomist, hosted a farmer from Gaza in their living room at the request of Israeli officials, eager to encourage economic ties. In 2000, after the first rocket fell on Nahal Oz, her husband planted a tree in the crater. The kibbutz continued its dependence on Palestinian workers.
"We have been, in a way, kind of naive," says Cohen, now 89.
Still, the kibbutz always sustained itself. Past crises, though, were mere shadows of this one.
"The young families that recently built new homes in Nahal Oz, I'm sure there are part of them who will never go back," Halevi says. Her own daughter, who was evacuated from her home in a nearby kibbutz, is uncertain about returning.
She and other elders have come to a few decisions of their own. They will stay together. They will offer counsel, while acknowledging that the future belongs to the next generation. And they will return to Nahal Oz. It is not so much a plan, Cohen says, as a belief.
"It is our home," he says. "We built it. And we're going to die there."
A month after fleeing Nahal Oz, Amir Adler decided to go back.
Together with wife, Naomi, and their three sons, they'd found safety in one of the dormitory rooms assigned to families at a sister kibbutz in northern Israel, Mishmar HaEmek.
But the assault had destroyed pipes irrigating the avocado plantation he supervised, and Palestinian workers he'd employed had been ordered back to Gaza. Without its crops, Nahal Oz's odds of survival would be much lower.
Before he could re-enter the grove, soldiers combed it for enemy fighters and explosives. Once at work, he kept thinking about his responsibilities as a husband and father, says Adler, walking through the dorm where families have propped laundry racks in the halls.
Just before he left for Nahal Oz, residents had held a ceremony marking a month since the attack. For the first time, the Adlers' 6-year-old realized how many neighbors had been killed and took his father's departure hard.
"I said 'let's call him ... See, he's picking up his phone,'" recalls Naomi, who asked her son's teachers to do the same. "He needs to know that, yes, just going to Nahal Oz doesn't mean you die."
Neither of the Adlers grew up in Nahal Oz. When they first visited seven years ago, they noted how people knew their neighbors and children played without supervision, so different from Jerusalem, where Naomi grew up. On the day before last fall's attack, they bought eight fruit trees to plant in the yard, imagining it as the place they'd welcome grandchildren someday.
Naomi has worked since the attack as the kibbutz event planner, trying to maintain a sense of togetherness. One recent afternoon, she coordinated a picnic daytrip to mark a holiday. On another, she organized a workshop in a tent outside the dorms, helping children plant terrariums.
But the Adlers say it is all but impossible for now to think about returning.
"Do we want to stay part of this community? Hell, yes. Can we? We don't know," she says. "We have to be OK with not knowing, because trying to control that will drive you crazy."

    


After Nahal Oz was evacuated, most residents landed at the same kibbutz in northern Israel that had provided refuge during the 2014 war.
"They were traumatized. ... You could see it in their eyes," says Lee Falcon, a resident of Mishmar HaEmek. "We just wanted to give them the place to, just, be."
The single-story dorms made for tight quarters, with families of four or five in a single room. Still, the refuge 2 1/2 hours from Nahal Oz, kept the community largely intact.
"I knew for sure that I wanted to be here," says Weitz, the college student, who was away on the day of the attack and quickly decided to join other residents. "It's the closest thing to home that I have right now."
Months later, relocated residents continue to meet with counselors. Some of the greatest comfort, though, has come from one another.
A few of the younger men began spending hours together in a basement pottery studio, gatherings that turned into a form of group therapy.
One sculpted a figure of himself, lying on the ground and covered with brush, just as he'd done to hide from attackers. Another shaped a tsunami out of clay, poised to swallow up one of the red wildflowers that are symbols of the border kibbutzim.
Tzabari's husband, Katz, spent hours in the studio, making ceramic houses to substitute for the shattered one he'd left behind.
Kibbutz leaders, meanwhile, began wrestling with plans for the future. When the community meets, they link up online with the elders at the assisted living facility and another group of residents who have settled close to jobs in southern Israel. Some of those conversations have been trying.
"There is much disagreement. Look, you have to take so many things into consideration," says Yael Lachyani, a native of Nahal Oz who is part of the team working to chart its recovery.
Some residents say they won't go back. Others insist they will, as soon as it's safe. Still others say they need to see what will change before deciding. Opinions shift constantly, depending on developments in the war, Lachyani says.
In January, workers leveled an almond grove at Mishmar HaEmek to make way for prefabricated homes that will provide larger quarters for families until the school year ends. Leaders also polled all residents 18 and older about what should come after.
Based on the results, they set a goal of moving the community to an interim site in southern Israel in August, pending a government decision on the location. That would allow children, who have been attending school in Mishmar HaEmek, to return to their regular classrooms, while putting residents closer to jobs and Nahal Oz.
But the question of return remains unresolved. The kibbutz has fielded calls from Israelis inquiring about moving to the community. Israeli officials recently declared a few kibbutzim to be safe, though Nahal Oz is not among them.

    


In January, Tzabari began traveling to the kibbutz a few days each week, clearing trees and planting flowers in preparation for its next chapter.
Returning to Mishmar HaEmek, often he'd find Katz in the pottery studio, shaping houses from clay.
When it's safe, Tzabari told him, he hopes they can return to life at Nahal Oz. Katz, who's taken over security planning for the kibbutz, says he cannot imagine going back permanently. But he is reassured by a promise from Tzabari that, if he continues to feel that way, their priority will be on staying together.
"Home is somewhere out there," Katz says. "But it's not in Nahal Oz."
Days after the Reijnens arrived at Nahal Oz in 2018, incendiary balloons launched from Gaza set the fields of southern Israel on fire.
It was fortuitous timing - the couple, who'd come to Israel seeking distance from antisemitism in Europe, are former firefighters and felt welcomed by a community anxious for their expertise.
By last fall, the Reijnens, who'd been alarmed when they first found Nahal Oz on a map, had bought a house there. Mirjam had become a tour guide. Raymond was a dairy supervisor. Their Dutch-born kids, fluent in Hebrew, had become Israelis.
For weeks after the attack, both vowed they'd never return. When Raymond began going back to care for the cows, Mirjam supported him, but disagreed. She avoided a bedroom in their rented apartment, plagued by a nightmare of "terrorists ... entering in through the window."
"My heart says go back, it's your home. And I can be really sad if I think about not going home ever again," she says. "But I have no idea how to do it."
In Nahal Oz, meanwhile, Raymond sleeps in their old house. Even when bombing shakes the foundation, he sits in front of the television with the family cat and feels a measure of peace. Still, there's no clear path to whatever will be.
On one of the evenings the family is together, Mirjam and daughter Arielle light candles in a holder shaped like Dutch canal houses, while Raymond finishes cooking. Nearby, a stenciled Bible verse Mirjam chose for their home before Oct. 7, fills a wall of their temporary one.
"Be strong and courageous," it counsels. "Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God will be with you ... Wherever you go."
__
Associated Press writer Julia Frankel in Jerusalem and video journalist Sam McNeil in Nahal Oz contributed to this story.
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The British royal family learns that if you don't fill an information vacuum, someone else will
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    [image: A montage of the front pages of some of Britain's Sunday newspapers pictured in London, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Support has poured in from around the world for Kate, the Princess of Wales, after she revealed in a candid video message that she is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer following major abdominal surgery. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Newspaper front-pages are seen at a newsagent in London, Saturday, March 23, 2024. Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales's revelation she is undergoing treatment for cancer has sparked an outpouring of support and well wishes from around the world. (AP Photo/David Cliff)]
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Newspaper front-pages are seen at a newsagent in London, Saturday, March 23, 2024. Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales's revelation she is undergoing treatment for cancer has sparked an outpouring of support and well wishes from around the world. (AP Photo/David Cliff)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Britain's Prince William and Kate, Princess of Wales leave after they paid their respects to Queen Elizabeth II in Westminster Hall for the Lying-in State, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Kate, Duchess of Cambridge stands on centre court during the trophy presentation after Serbia's Novak Djokovic defeated Switzerland's Roger Federer during the men's singles final match of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Sunday, July 14, 2019. (Laurence Griffiths/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Britain's Kate, Duchess of Cambridge attends a reception for parents of users of a Centre for Early Childhood, on the day of the launch of the Royal Foundation Centre for Early Childhood at Kensington Palace in London, Friday, June 18, 2021. (Tolga Akmen/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William, right, and his wife Kate, left, the Duchess of Cambridge, wave to the crowd. Wednesday, April 23, 2014, in Adelaide, Australia. (AP Photo/David Mariuz, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A media frenzy was born on Feb. 27, when the hashtag #WhereIsKate exploded online with speculation about the whereabouts of Britain's Princess of Wales. It opened a rabbit hole of amateur detective work, memes, bizarre theories and jokes -- mixed with genuine concern about Kate's health -- into which thousands of people descended until her announcement last week that she was recovering from cancer.
The episode offered the royal family -- and everyone else -- a lesson in the modern world of online media: If your silence leaves an information vacuum, others will rush to fill it. And the results may be messy.
"The royal family's mantra is never complain, never explain," said Ellie Hall, a journalist who specializes in covering Britain's king and his court. "That really doesn't work in a digital age. It doesn't take much to get the crazy things going."

    


It was, in part, entertainment for some people with too much time on their hands. Except it involved real people with real lives -- and, it turns out, real medical challenges.
ANATOMY OF AN INFORMATION VACUUM
On Jan. 17, Kensington Palace announced that Kate was in the hospital recovering from a planned abdominal surgery and would not be doing any public events until after Easter. There was relatively little online chatter, or official updates, until it was announced on Feb. 27 that her husband, Prince William, would not be attending his godfather's memorial service due to a "personal matter." 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's when the theorizing really began, noted Ryan Broderick, who writes the Garbage Day newsletter about the online environment.
Where was Kate? Was she seriously ill -- in a coma, perhaps? Did she travel abroad to undergo plastic surgery? Had she been replaced by a body double? Was there trouble in her marriage? Did she leave William? Had she been abused? Unsubstantiated rumors made it all the way to American talk show host Stephen Colbert. Memes appeared that included putting Kate's picture on the face of an actress in "Gone Girl," a 2014 film about a missing wife.

    


After two decades in which people have uploaded their lives to a system of platforms run by algorithms that make money off our worst impulses, "we have wondered what the world might look like when we crossed the threshold into a fully online world," Broderick wrote on Garbage Day. "Well, we did. We crossed it."
"Conspiracy is the Internet's favorite sport," Sarah Frier, author of "No Filter: The Inside Story of Instagram," posted on X, formerly Twitter. "It starts here and becomes mainstream. At one point last week, MOST of the content on my (X) feed was about her. None of it was right. This is just what people do for fun and followers now."
Then came the grand, unforced error -- the palace releasing a photo on March 10 of Kate and her children that it later admitted had been digitally manipulated, without leaving clear exactly what was done.
Even before that, a ham-fisted public relations strategy by the royal family's handlers had lost control of the narrative, said Peter Mancusi, a journalism professor at Northeastern University and a lawyer with his own business in crisis counseling.

    


Providing some proof of life, some morsels of information -- even a staged shot of Kate waving from a balcony -- would have filled the vacuum, he said. Mancusi contrasted the strategy with that surrounding King Charles, where it was quickly announced around the same time that he was fighting cancer. It has never been made clear exactly what kind of cancer the king has, but people are inclined to grant some degree of privacy with that diagnosis, Mancusi said.
Mancusi frequently deals with clients who resist releasing damaging or uncomfortable information that usually winds up getting out anyway. Best to be pro-active or, as Hall said, "feed the beast."
"It's just human nature, and it's the nature of a lot of companies when bad news hits, to go into a defensive crouch," Mancusi said. "But hope isn't a strategy anymore."
CLEAR AND VERIFIABLE INFORMATION CAN HELP MATTERS
Despite the temptation to ignore rumors and conspiracy theories, it's best to respond quickly with clear and verifiable information, said Daniel Allington, a social scientist at King's College in London who studies disinformation. "Once people start speculating that you are lying to them," Allington said, "it's very hard to get them back on board."

    


In an article published on vulture.com 12 days before Kate announced she had cancer, author Kathryn VanArendonk seemed to anticipate that truth in a discussion about how the monarchy is not built for the modern information era.
"Catherine may be going through some private experiences she does not want to share widely," she wrote, "and the internet has broken everyone's ability to assess what's a supervillain-level coverup and what's more likely to be something sad and mundane."
Cancer is something too many people can relate to. They understand how hard it is to speak those words to loved ones, much less the entire world. Kate's video was a candid, emotional and effective way of sharing very personal information, said Matthew Hitzik, a veteran in crisis communications from New York.

    


It didn't end wild online speculation, though. Almost immediately, suggestions popped up that the speech was generated by artificial intelligence or, in an unholy alliance of conspiracy theories, that her cancer was caused by the COVID-19 vaccine.
But that was nonsense, and felt churlish. A corner had been turned. The Sun in London now runs daily stories with "Brave Kate" in the headline. Trolls "should hang their heads in shame," the newspaper editorialized. The Atlantic magazine headlined: "I Hope You All Feel Terrible Now."
What shouldn't be lost, however, is how preventable it all was.
"You cannot blame British newspapers for the miseries heaped on the Prince and Princess of Wales," columnist Hugo Rifkind wrote in The Times of London. "Certainly we didn't help, if only because a princess releasing doctored photographs to the public, for reasons at that point unclear, is an objectively grabby and fascinating story. But the conspiracy theories? The juggernauts of dirty speculation? You could argue, I suppose, that papers should have simply pretended none of this was happening.
"But it was, and it wasn't driven by us," he wrote. "It was driven by you."
#WhereIsKate? Now we know.
___
Associated Press correspondents Sylvia Hui and Jill Lawless in London contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/princess-kate-cancer-media-online-internet-49d725512152e60d8fbe7bd093b8d5c6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Here are some numbers that will help you get your March Madness fix for the Sweet 16 | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Here are some numbers that will help you get your March Madness fix for the Sweet 16

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: UConn center Donovan Clingan (32) goes to the basket against Northwestern forward Blake Preston during the first half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Purdue's Zach Edey (15) celebrates after scoring during the first half of a second-round college basketball game against Utah State in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: Purdue's Zach Edey (15) looks for a pass under the basket as Utah State's Kalifa Sakho (34) defends during the second half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: Illinois guard Terrence Shannon Jr. (0) grabs a loose ball in front of Duquesne guard Jimmy Clark III (1) in the second half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 23, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears (1) talks with head coach Nate Oats during the second half of a second-round college basketball game against Grand Canyon in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears reacts late in the second half of a second-round college basketball game against Grand Canyon in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot drives to the basket between Wagner guard Tahron Allen (10) and guard Melvin Council Jr. (11) during the first half of a first-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)]
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[image: North Carolina forward Armando Bacot (5) reacts to being fouled while making the basket against Wagner during the first half of a first-round college basketball game in that NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Duke guard Jared McCain reacts after scoring during the first half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament against James Madison, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Duke's Jared McCain (0) looks to pass during the first half of a second-round college basketball game against James Madison in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: North Carolina State's Mohamed Diarra (23) celebrates after dunking against Texas Tech during the second half of a college basketball game in the first round of the men's NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)]
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[image: Purdue's Zach Edey (15) celebrates after scoring during the first half of a second-round college basketball game against Utah State in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: Purdue's Zach Edey (15) looks for a pass under the basket as Utah State's Kalifa Sakho (34) defends during the second half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears (1) talks with head coach Nate Oats during the second half of a second-round college basketball game against Grand Canyon in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears reacts late in the second half of a second-round college basketball game against Grand Canyon in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: Duke guard Jared McCain reacts after scoring during the first half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament against James Madison, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Duke's Jared McCain (0) looks to pass during the first half of a second-round college basketball game against James Madison in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: North Carolina State's Mohamed Diarra (23) celebrates after dunking against Texas Tech during the second half of a college basketball game in the first round of the men's NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)]
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                                        Sixteen may be sweet, but it isn't the only relevant number as the NCAA Tournament heads into the regional semifinals.

Here are some other numbers worth knowing for each team. These statistics will help you learn more about each of the remaining teams and could explain how some of them got this far.
EAST REGION



UCONN: In UConn's second-round victory over Northwestern, Donovan Clingan became just the third player in tournament history to get 14 points, 14 rebounds and eight blocks in a game. The others to do it were Hakeem Olajuwon for Houston in 1983 and David Robinson for Navy in 1986. The blocks also were the most ever by a UConn player in a tournament game.

SAN DIEGO STATE: The Aztecs' Sweet 16 matchup with defending national champion UConn will mark the fourth time that two teams have faced each other in the tournament a year after meeting in the final. The losing team from the championship won the rematch in one of the three previous instances, when Duke beat UNLV in a 1991 semifinal. Cincinnati won two straight championship games over Ohio State in 1961-62. Florida beat UCLA in the 2006 championship game and in a 2007 semifinal.

    



ILLINOIS: Illinois has won six in a row, and Terrence Shannon Jr. has scored at least 25 points in each of those games. The 6-foot-6 guard has averaged 30.5 points and has shot 52.8% (56 of 106) from the floor during that stretch. He also shown an uncanny knack for drawing fouls during the streak. Over his last five games, Shannon has gone 51 of 58 on free-throw attempts.

    
    March Madness 2024
BRACKETS: See the brackets for the men's and women's tournaments.
QUIZ: How does your knowledge about the tournament stacks up.
GET MORE with AP's latest March Madness coverage. 



    



IOWA STATE: Iowa State is allowing just 61.2 points per game to rank fourth among all Division I teams in scoring defense. Since falling 73-65 to Houston on Feb. 19, the Cyclones haven't allowed any of their last 10 opponents to exceed 65 points. The Cyclones next face Illinois, which ranks ninth in points per game (84.6) and has averaged 91.3 points over its last four contests.
WEST REGION

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


ALABAMA: Mark Sears and Aaron Estrada were the first set of Division I teammates since 1996-97 to both have at least 410 points, 125 assists, 120 rebounds, 50 3-point baskets and 40 steals during the regular season. Sears is averaging 21.5 points, 4.2 rebounds, 4.2 assists and 1.7 steals. Estrada has 13.3 points, 5.4 rebounds, 4.7 assists and 1.7 steals per game.

    



NORTH CAROLINA: Armando Bacot had seven straight tournament double-doubles and six consecutive tourney games with at least 15 rebounds before he ended up with 18 points and seven boards in a second-round victory over Michigan State. His seven straight NCAA double-doubles matched Tim Duncan and Olajuwon for the NCAA record.

ARIZONA: Arizona's first-round triumph over Long Beach State marked the 19th time this season the Wildcats had five different players score in double figures. No other Division I team had that many games this season in which five different players had at least 10 points.

CLEMSON: Each of Clemson's first two tournament opponents has shot below 40% against the Tigers. Clemson won its first-round game by limiting New Mexico to 29.7% shooting, the lowest percentage the Tigers had ever allowed in an NCAA tourney game. Clemson now faces Arizona, which shot 52.8% in its second-round victory over Dayton.

    




MIDWEST REGION



CREIGHTON: Baylor Scheierman is the first Division I men's player in history to have at least 2,000 career points, 1,000 rebounds, 500 assists and 300 3-point baskets. Scheierman, who is in his second season at Creighton after playing three seasons at South Dakota State, has 2,208 points, 1,250 rebounds, 578 assists and 352 3-pointers.

TENNESSEE: Tennessee is making its 10th Sweet 16 appearance - including its seventh in the last 18 years - but the Volunteers have never reached the Final Four and earned their lone regional final berth in 2010.

GONZAGA: Gonzaga is in the Sweet 16 for the ninth straight time, the longest active streak of any Division I team. Going back to 1975 - the first year that all teams had to win at least one game to reach the Sweet 16 - the record for consecutive Sweet 16 appearances is owned by North Carolina with 13 straight from 1981-93.

    



PURDUE: Zach Edey is the first player since Kareen Abdul-Jabbar (then known as Lew Alcindor) in 1968 to have at least 50 points and 35 rebounds while shooting 65% from the field in his first two games of an NCAA Tournament. Edey has shot 67.9% (19 of 28) and has totaled 53 points and 35 rebounds in victories over Grambling State and Utah State.
SOUTH REGION



DUKE: Jared McCain has gone 10 of 17 from 3-point range through the first two rounds. In the Blue Devils' second-round blowout of James Madison, McCain became the first freshman to score at least 30 points without committing a turnover in an NCAA Tournament game since the event expanded to 64 teams in 1985.

HOUSTON: The Cougars showcased their depth by surviving a second-round matchup with Texas A&M in overtime even after four of their five starters fouled out. They became the first team to win an NCAA game while having at least four players foul out since 1987, when UTEP overcame foul trouble to beat Arizona.

    



MARQUETTE: Marquette owns a 75-29 record under coach Shaka Smart despite posting a negative rebound margin in each of his three seasons. The Golden Eagles have been outrebounded in each of their last eight games but have gone 5-3. They're getting outrebounded by 3 boards per game this season. The only other Sweet 16 team with a negative rebound margin is North Carolina State (minus-0.8), which faces Marquette on Friday.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE: Mohamed Diarra has 6.4 points and 7.7 rebounds per game this season, but he's averaged 11.7 points and 13.5 rebounds over his last six. Michael O'Connell scored in double digits three times and totaled 14 3-point baskets in 31 regular-season games. He's reached double figures in six of seven postseason games and has gone 12 of 22 from 3-point range during that stretch.

__

Get alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here. AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    Croatia: Years after protecting abortion rights, the legacy is under threat | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



50 years after the former Yugoslavia protected abortion rights, that legacy is under threat

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    With vigils outside clinics, marches drawing thousands and groups of men kneeling to pray in public squares, religious and neo-conservative groups have been ramping up pressure to ban abortions in staunchly Catholic Croatia. The movement is in stark contrast to Croatia's recent past, when it was part of the former Yugoslavia, a Communist-run country that protected abortion rights in its constitution 50 years ago. (AP video shot by Darko Bandic, Ivana Bzganovic and Elder Emric)
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    [image: Faithful pray as they take part in a pro-life march in Zagreb, Croatia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Scores of religious and neo-conservative groups in recent years have been building up pressure in the staunchly Catholic country, trying to force a ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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[image: A woman takes part in a pro-life march in Zagreb, Croatia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Scores of religious and neo-conservative groups in recent years have been building up pressure in the staunchly Catholic country, trying to force a ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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[image: A woman takes part in a pro-life march in Zagreb, Croatia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Scores of religious and neo-conservative groups in recent years have been building up pressure in the staunchly Catholic country, trying to force a ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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[image: A Catholic nun takes part in a pro-life march in Zagreb, Croatia, Friday, March 15, 2024. Scores of religious and neo-conservative groups in recent years have been building up pressure in the staunchly Catholic country, trying to force a ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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                                        ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) -- With vigils outside clinics, marches drawing thousands and groups of men kneeling to pray in public squares, religious and neo-conservative groups have been ramping up pressure to ban abortions in staunchly Catholic Croatia. 
The fierce debate has fueled divisions in the European Union nation of about 3.9 million people where abortion remains legal but access to the procedure is often denied, sending many women to neighboring Slovenia to end a pregnancy. 
The movement is in stark contrast to Croatia's recent past, when it was part of the former Yugoslavia, a Communist-run country that protected abortion rights in its constitution 50 years ago.
"I find it incredible that we are even discussing this in the year 2024," said Ana Sunic, a mother of two from Zagreb, Croatia's capital. "It is every person's basic right to decide what they will do with their body." 





    


The issue was back in focus this month after France inscribed the right to abortion in its constitution and activists in the Balkans recalled that the former Yugoslavia had done so back in 1974.
Tanja Ignjatovic from the Belgrade-based Autonomous Women's Center in Serbia, another country that was once part of Yugoslavia, noted that women felt abortion rights "belonged to us and could not be brought into question." But, she added, "we have seen that regression is possible, too."
After Yugoslavia disintegrated in a series of wars in the 1990s, the new countries that emerged kept the old laws in place. However, the post-Communist revival of nationalist, religious and conservative sentiments have threatened that legacy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yugoslavia's abortion laws stayed intact after Croatia split from the country in 1991, but doctors were granted the right to refuse to perform them in 2003. As a result, many women have traveled to neighboring Slovenia for an abortion over the years.

    


"The gap between laws and practice is huge," feminist activist Sanja Sarnavka said. "Due to the immense influence by conservative groups and the Catholic church it (abortion) is de facto impossible in many places, or severely restricted."
A current campaign by a Za Zivot -- "for life" -- movement in Croatia includes prayers, vigils and lectures "for the salvation of the unborn and a stop to abortions in our nation."
A men's organization dubbed Muzevni Budite, or "be masculine," is behind the prayers in city squares, where they preach the revival of male dominance and traditional gender roles along with a campaign against abortions. 
In 2022, the weekslong ordeal of a woman who had been denied an abortion even though her child had serious health problems caused an uproar and triggered protests in Croatia's liberal community. 
Mirela Cavajda was 20 weeks pregnant when doctors informed her that her fetus had a brain tumor and no chance of a normal life. Though the abortion was eventually permitted in Croatia, Cavajde had it performed in Slovenia. 
As many as 207 Croatian women traveled to a single border hospital in Slovenia that same year for the procedure, a study by Croatian obstetrician Jasenka Grujic showed. 

    


The percentage of doctors who refuse to perform abortions as conscientious objectors reaches 100% in some Croatian hospitals, the study found. The objectors include not only obstetricians but also anaesthesiologists and other doctors needed for the procedure, Grujic said. 
"Croatia's medical community is deeply divided," Grujic wrote in the analysis she made available to The Associated Press. "I hope this trend of actual unavailability of abortion will be reversed. That is so dangerous for women's health and lives."
Yugoslav physicians first considered legalizing abortion back in 1935, and that became a reality in the 1950s. Pushed forward by a women's organization born out of World War II, the right to abortion was later included in Yugoslavia's constitution.
Stating that "it is the right of a human being to freely decide on the birth of children," Yugoslavia's constitution did not explicitly guarantee abortion, as France's does. But it nonetheless gave Yugoslav women easy access to terminate pregnancies in clinics throughout the former six-member federation.

    


"France's decision reminded us that we had that right in the 1974 constitution, which means exactly 50 years before France," Ignjatovic said.
Elsewhere in the former Yugoslavia, Serbia and Slovenia have included the freedom to choose whether to have children in their constitutions. Bosnia's women can legally obtain abortion during the first 10 weeks of pregnancy, though economic impediments exist in the impoverished, post-war country.
___
Gec reported from Belgrade, Serbia. Associated Press writers Sabina Niksic in Sarajevo, Bosnia, and Predrag Milic in Podgorica, Montenegro, contributed to this report.
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Trump evokes more anger and fear from Democrats than Biden does from Republicans, AP-NORC poll shows

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This combo image shows Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, left, March 9, 2024 and President Joe Biden, right, Jan. 27, 2024. Many Americans are unenthusiastic about a November rematch of the 2020 presidential election. But presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump appears to stoke more fear and anger among voters from his opposing party than President Joe Biden does from his. That's according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (AP Photo, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - This combo image shows Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, left, March 9, 2024 and President Joe Biden, right, Jan. 27, 2024. Many Americans are unenthusiastic about a November rematch of the 2020 presidential election. But presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump appears to stoke more fear and anger among voters from his opposing party than President Joe Biden does from his. That's according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Many Americans are unenthusiastic about a November rematch of the 2020 presidential election. But presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump appears to stoke more anger and fear among Americans from his opposing party than President Joe Biden does from his. 
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that Democrats are more likely to report feeling "fearful" or "angry" about the prospects of another Trump term than Republicans are about the idea of Biden remaining in the White House. 
The emotional reaction Trump inspires may work in his favor too, though, since the poll also found that Republicans are more excited about the prospect of a Trump win than Democrats are about a Biden victory. 
Seven in 10 Democrats say the words "angry" or "fearful" would describe their emotions "extremely well" or "very well" upon a Trump victory. A smaller majority of Republicans - 56% - say the same about a Biden triumph. About 6 in 10 Democrats cite both emotions when contemplating a Trump victory. Again, that exceeds the roughly 4 out of 10 Republicans who said they would feel both angry and scared about Biden prevailing.

    


The findings are notable in an unusual campaign pitting an incumbent president against his predecessor, with both men facing doubters within their own parties and among independents. Consolidating support from Republicans who backed Nikki Haley in the GOP primary could be a challenge for Trump. Biden faces disenchanted progressives to his left and concerns over whether his age, 81, is a liability in the job.




Excitement about the two candidates will be an important factor in a race where turnout from each side's base will be key. But dislike can motivate voters as much as enthusiasm. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If there was a third-party candidate who had a chance in hell I would vote for them," said Austin Healey, a 26-year-old Democrat. Healey, who describes himself as "very liberal," said his mixed reviews of Biden take a back seat to his concerns that Trump's comeback bid "looks like a clear ploy for trying to abolish democracy."

    


Though he is "not excited about it," Healey said, that means a vote for Biden. 
Derrick Johnson, a Michigan voter who identifies as a liberal independent, offered plenty of critiques against Biden, as well. But the 46-year-old caregiver and food service worker made his bottom line clear: "Donald Trump is a madman. I'm afraid he'll have us in World War III. My message is anybody but Trump."
Democrats' intense feelings about Trump account for the overall differences in how Americans view the two rivals. Altogether, about 4 in 10 U.S. adults say "fearful" would describe their emotions "extremely" or "very" well if Trump is elected again, while roughly 3 in 10 would fear a second Biden term. About 4 in 10 U.S. adults said they would be angered by Trump winning in November while 28% said the same about Biden.
The poll's findings on negative emotions could be especially important for Biden given his other weak spots, including that Republicans remain more excited about electing Trump again than Democrats are about reelecting Biden. Slightly more than half of Republicans, 54%, said "excited" describes their feelings about another Trump term "extremely well" or "very well." For Biden, that number was just 4 in 10 among Democrats.

    


"We know what we're getting with Trump," said Republican John Novak, a 54-year-old maintenance worker who lives in swing-state Wisconsin and counted himself among those GOP loyalists who would be excited by another Trump term.
"I knew who he was when he came down that escalator in 2015, and we were never getting Boy Scout material," Novak said. "But he put conservatives on the Supreme Court, he was firm on immigration ... and he's a conservative who handled the economy."
The latest AP-NORC poll showed Biden with an overall approval rating of 38%. U.S. adults also expressed discontent about his handling of the economy and immigration - and not all of the disapproval is driven by partisan loyalties. About 4 in 10 U.S. adults approve of Biden's stewardship of the economy, roughly equal to his overall job approval rating. 

    


On specific issues, about 3 in 10 Democrats disapprove of Biden's handling of the economy; about 4 in 10 disapprove of his approach to immigration or border security.
"The situation at the border really bothers me," said Johnson, the Michigan liberal. "The border crossings are just getting out of control."
The president and his campaign advisers tout the Biden administration's legislative record, especially on infrastructure, an improving economy and new spending intended to combat climate change. But the president and his allies are also unsparing in lambasting Trump as interested only in "revenge and retribution" for his defeat in 2020 and the pending criminal prosecutions and other legal troubles that have followed.

    


They have seized on Trump's praise of authoritarians like Russia's Vladimir Putin and Hungary's Victor Orban and recirculated the former president's statement that he would be willing to act like a dictator for a day to close the border and expand drilling for fossil fuel.
Trump has countered with searing attacks on Biden's mental acuity and physical fitness for the presidency and even mocked Biden's stutter. But the latest poll results suggest Trump has not yet maximized the potential benefits of those attacks -- or perhaps that they simply have a lower yield for him.
Biden sometimes turns his version of the argument into a humorous quip he used often in 2020, when he was vying to unseat Trump: "Don't compare me to the Almighty, compare me to the alternative." 
Indeed, that is what resonates with reluctant Democrats and some independents.
"I voted for Trump (in 2016) because I wanted somebody to shake up Washington," said Neil Murray, a 67-year-old retiree in Jonesboro, Arkansas, who identifies as an independent. "He certainly did that, but he couldn't do anything productive with it."
Frustrated with Trump's negative qualities that he overlooked in 2016, Murray voted for Biden in 2020 -- but not enthusiastically. He called Biden "disingenuous on some things" and too close to his left flank on economic policy.
But in November, Murray said, he will have no reservations when casting a second vote for the Democrat, because, "Donald Trump is a screaming lunatic."
___
Sanders reported from Washington. 
___
The poll of 1,282 adults was conducted March 21-25, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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                                        As the old saying goes, there are two kinds of people on this Earth: Those who like their movies with a giant evil ape swinging a vertebrae like a lasso while riding a kaiju controlled by a crystal, and those who don't.
The former types will have much to cheer in "Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire," a ground-stomping, radiation-spewing monster-mash feast. Technically, we are not on this Earth. We're inside it, in a subterranean jungle world that gives the movie's filmmakers an exotic, untrampled realm in which they try to chart some new ground for a pair of well-traveled beasts.
But aside from the film's strong Jules Verne streak, "Godzilla x Kong" is no drastic pivot for its long-in-the-tooth monsters. For that, you were better off catching last year's Toho-made "Godzilla Minus One," which grippingly returned to Godzilla's post-WWII origins and in the process won the 70-year-old lizard its first Oscar.

    


Other, less respectable creatures might have used an Academy Award as a springboard for more dramatic roles. But not Godzilla. No costume dramas for him, unless you count the robotic fist that Kong gets outfitted with midway through the movie.




No, we are back in the pure spectacle territory that has traditionally been Godzilla and King Kong's stomping ground. It's even a very small title tweak from the previous installment, "Godzilla vs. Kong," to "Godzilla x Kong." This one promises a team-up, with the frenemies joining forces to fight a mutual foe. If things keep up this way, we can look forward to "Godzilla xoxo Kong."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Returning director Adam Wingard kicks things off with his two stars separated, like star-crossed lovers, with only Earth's mantle in between. Godzilla roams above ground while Kong romps around in Hollow Earth. To humankind, this is a good arrangement that keeps city-destroying rampages to a minimum - though Godzilla's choice of bed, the Roman Coliseum, is surely unpopular among archeologists.

    


Every movement of each monster is closely tracked digitally. The humans in "Godzilla x Kong" verge on being bit players -- or more like roving sports commentators -- who spend most of their time trying to analyze what the goliaths are up to. It's a lean crew of scientist Ilene Andrews (Rebecca Hall), conspiracy-spouting podcaster Bernie (Brian Tyree Henry) and biologist Trapper (Dan Stevens) who fly into the Earth's center when Kong is hurt and confusing distress signals seem to emanating from the underworld. With them are Ilene's adoptive daughter Jia (Kaylee Hottle), the lone surviving member of the tribe that protected Kong's Skull Island.
Being in Hollow Earth takes some of the fun out of things. What good is a colossus when you can't fling it against a skyscraper? Some of that comes later in "Godzilla x Kong." But most of the film's thrills come out of the strange dimensions that can turn up around every corner. In Hollow Earth they stumble onto a host of lost civilizations and a cavernous lair held up by giant crystals that look like the roman numerals of a Super Bowl logo.

    


That also leaves "Godzilla x Kong" residing in a purely CGI arena without even tenuous connections to reality. It's a empty chamber for movie spectacle and nothing else, where the only option is to pile elements on top of each other until you have, you know, a giant evil ape swinging a vertebrae like a lasso while riding a kaiju controlled by a crystal.
But this mostly a very big, very simple tag team affair. The bad guys underground -- the nasty gorilla Skar King and equally unpleasant lizard kaiju Shimo -- eventually battle Kong and Godzilla in a finale that strips out the last vestige of reality, gravity, in a floating melee.
Who is there to root for here? Godzilla has first billing but it spends most of its time traipsing around the globe sucking up radiation. Of the humans, Hall does the most to bring something real to the movie. Kong, as he's been throughout this iteration of the franchise, is the main guy. But he's just on the lookout for a friend or two. His most emotional scene, like Nick Nolte in "Affliction," is due to a tooth ache. That, and the resulting yank via helicopter, prompted me to wish the movie was just a series of medical issues for an aging Kong. A knee replacement. Some reading glasses.
"Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire," a Warner Bros. release, is rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture Association for creature violence and action. Running time: 115 minutes. Two stars out of four.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Green Day will headline a United Nations Human Rights-backed global climate concert on Tuesday at the famed Fillmore in San Francisco.
The intimate event, which is co-hosted by the Recording Academy, aims to bring attention to the inequalities exasperated by climate change.
Ultra Q, an alternative rock band fronted by Green Day singer Billie Joe Armstrong's son Jakob Danger, will open.
Proceeds from the concert will go to United Nations Human Rights climate justice initiatives and a MusiCares climate fund to benefit musicians affected by climate change.
The Right Here, Right Now Global Climate Alliance will honor Green Day for their "long-standing commitment to social justice and environmental causes," according to a press release.
"As world renowned artists and activists, Green Day continues to leverage its major influence and platform to bring awareness to the impact of climate change on the people and the environment," Volker Turk, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights said in a statement.

    


"The United Nations was founded in San Francisco almost 80 years ago to safeguard human rights and dignity from crisis and tragedy. It is only fitting that we are back in San Francisco."
"Music is one of humanity's greatest resources. It moves the world," Harvey Mason jr., CEO of the Recording Academy added. "And we are grateful for Green Day's longstanding dedication to promoting social justice."
Tickets will become available for purchase on Friday at 12 p.m. PDT via Ticketmaster.
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                                        The Oscar -nominated documentary " Food, Inc " helped change the way many consumers think about the systems behind the things we eat.
But in the 16 years since it came out, new problems have arisen and old problems got worse, magnified in part by shortages during the pandemic. They're given a spotlight in a sequel, " Food, Inc 2," arriving in theaters and on digital in April.
The filmmakers are going one step further, too: The activist media company Participant, and producers River Road and Magnolia Pictures, are launching a multi-faceted campaign to raise awareness about farm workers rights, corporate consolidation and ultra-processed foods.
The campaign, announced Thursday, is in partnership with: The Open Markets Institute, a non-profit monopoly watchdog supported by Senators Cory Booker and John Tester; The Coalition of Immokalee Workers, supporting the rights of farmworkers; And FoodFight USA, the nonpartisan movement started by entrepreneurs Todd Wagner and Lori McCreary with a goal of "cleaning up" the American food supply, which they estimate is 70% ultra-processed foods.

    


In October, California became the first state to ban four chemicals from processed food and drinks sold in California by 2027. The chemicals -- red dye no. 3, potassium bromate, brominated vegetable oil and propyl paraben -- are still used in popular products like Peeps, the popular marshmallow chicks most associated with Easter. The chemical has been linked to cancer and has been banned from makeup for more than 30 years.




"The passing of the California Food Safety Act and the subsequent introduction of similar bills in five additional states illustrate the timeliness of (the) documentary," Wagner said in a statement. "People are beginning to recognize how tainted the U.S. food supply is and that many of the chemicals in our food are banned in other countries."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All four chemicals are already banned in foods in the European Union.

    


David Linde the CEO of Participant noted that the company's campaign for the first "Food, Inc" "supported the first major piece of food safety legislation since the 1930s" referring to the Food Safety Modernization Act, which Barack Obama signed into law in 2011. Linde said the company is proud to to "continue the critical work of galvanizing change in the food industry."
"Food, Inc 2," directed by Robert Kenner and Melissa Robledo and produced by Michael Pollan and Eric Schlosser, will play in select theaters on April 9 before its digital release on April 12.
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    [image: FILE - James Taylor performs at the 7th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 9, 2023. Taylor kicks off his North American tour on May 29 at the Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- He's gone to Carolina in his mind and on tour for much of 2024.
Not long after his 76th birthday, James Taylor & His All-Star Band will take their show on the road in the United States, hitting 24 cities for 31 shows in five months. 
Over Zoom from his studio in western Massachusetts, Taylor tells The Associated Press "It's been September since the last time I've been out." That, he says, is "a long time for me."
The tour kicks off in Los Angeles at the Hollywood Bowl on May 29 and ends at Wolf Trap Filene Center in Vienna, Virginia, on Sept. 15.
The tour hits Salt Lake City; Morrison, Colorado; Kansas City, Missouri; St. Louis; Highland Park, Illinois; Noblesville, Indiana; Nashville, Tennessee; North Little Rock, Arkansas; Thackerville, Oklahoma; Clarkston, Michigan; Darien Center, New York; Syracuse, New York; Bethel Woods, New York; Bangor, Maine; Gilford, New Hampshire; Lenox, Massachusetts; Philadelphia; Wantagh, New York; Saratoga Springs, New York; Bridgeport, Connecticut; Burgettstown, Pennsylvania, and Boston.

    


This interview has been edited for clarity and brevity. 


AP: Before the continental U.S. tour, you're headed to Japan, the Philippines, Australia, New Zealand and Hawaii. What keeps it interesting?
TAYLOR: The audience, always. The event itself has never failed to supply the motivation and the energy that is required. You know, it's very compelling to go a great distance and to find a crowd of people that have bought tickets to come see me and the band play again.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over time, it's something you learn to do, to keep your strength up, keep your health... also, I don't do more than a couple of shows in a row without a day off. I'll do more than that if I'm in one town, but generally speaking, we pace ourselves now. 
AP: That's good advice.
TAYLOR: I definitely burned myself out a few times. 
AP: You're performing at Tanglewood, in your home state of Massachusetts, 50 years since you first performed there. What significance does it hold?
TAYLOR: I was trying to figure out whether or not it was 50 years or 50 shows that I've been playing at Tanglewood, and it turns out it's both. 1974 was the first time I played there. It averages out to one a year, although at one point we skipped a whole decade. 

    


We had an episode where one of my crew members, in a fit of pique, drove a truck across the Tanglewood lawn and made a mess of it. He was told he had to get the truck off the lawn because it had been raining and it was making an imprint on it. As we were breaking down after the show, he was driving out there to unload the mixing board and stuff. But he put it in reverse, stomped the accelerator and tore a great trough, a great furrow in the Tanglewood lawn. And they never asked me back. It was only when (my wife) Kim came along and resurrected my reputation that I was allowed to come back. 
It's been a great privilege... It's turned out to be a great thing for me, to play Tanglewood every year. 
AP: Does an anniversary like that -- 50 years -- allow you to reflect on your career?
TAYLOR: This is the time of life when you feel like you ought to get in touch with a lawyer and make a will. You see, the older generation, the people that were your friends and mentors, sort of checking out one by one. It is a time when you feel as though things are being summed up a little bit and you start thinking about, the whole thing as a totality. You know, a line from one of my songs, "Copperline," is "I'm only living 'til the end of the week," and I think that really does describe me. 

    


But, you know, it is a period of time when you look back and see the whole thing, it's important not to internalize that idea of being a big deal. It's important to focus on what it is that you do -- and that thing as a craft that allows you to have your place in the world.
AP: What has that allowed you to learn?
TAYLOR: As time goes by, I think it's wrong for people to judge other people and even to evaluate them, and yet it's something we constantly do, and we can't avoid it. But we should mitigate it by knowing that when we judge someone, we've got it wrong. They know who they are, and not we. But, of course, in a million ways, all day long, we evaluate ourselves and other people and it's complicated. It's not up to me determine what my ultimate position in popular culture turns out to be 50 years from now.
AP: That's a value judgment, too.
TAYLOR: I see people selling the rights to their catalogs. That baby boom generation musical expression, which happened between '62 and 1980, that sort of 20 years of amazing activity that happened, I was in the center of it and actually got my start in London with the Beatles. So, I had a real sense of this generational phenomenon that the music that I was part of, was a big feature in the landscape and we were communicating to each other. We invented a kind of music there. It was predicted by rhythm and blues and folk music. And those two resurgences sort of fueled it and supplied it. It was big.

    


You see those people now, being in my sort of age group generally, selling the rights to their catalogs and sort of evaluating what their life's output was worth. You know, David Bowie 's went for like 250 million. I think (Bob) Dylan... got like 300 million... (Bruce) Springsteen is said to have gotten more than that, like half a billion or something. It's sort of like monopoly money.

    


AP: What do you hope people take away from your live show, and are you working on a new album?
TAYLOR: I feel like I've got another one in me -- sounds like an egg -- but I'm writing a little bit.
And as to what I hope people take away from live performances, I hope they take away a sense of connection. You know, live music -- the thing that I'm so attached to about it, why I can't let it go -- is that there's something (that) happens when people come together for a couple of hours for two or three hours and have a sort of collective experience.
It's indescribable. You prepare for it, but when it happens, it's spontaneous and, in a way, unique. I love it when that happens, and it does most nights.
AP: Give us a call if you consider selling your catalog.
TAYLOR: If someone comes sniffing around, I'll get in touch.
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    [image: FILE - Martin Scorsese arrives for an event in Beverly Hills, Calif. Scorsese will host, narrate and produce an eight-part docudrama for Fox Nation about the evolution of eight men and women to Sainthood. The first four episodes of ]
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                                        Martin Scorsese has already said he's working on a film about Jesus, and now he's making a project about saints.
Scorsese will host, narrate and produce an eight-part docudrama called "Martin Scorsese Presents: The Saints" for the streaming service Fox Nation, it announced Wednesday.
The series will follow the lives of eight men and women who have been beatfied, including Joan of Arc, Francis of Assisi, Thomas Becket, Mary Magdalene and Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan friar who volunteered to die at Auschwitz to save the life of the father of a family.
The first four episodes of "Martin Scorsese Presents: The Saints" will debut in November. The remaining four will air by May 2025.
The Oscar winner, who briefly pursued becoming a priest before switching to filmmaking, told the Los Angeles Times in January that his next film would be an adaptation of Shusaku Endo's book "A Life of Jesus."
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Beyonce shares 'Cowboy Carter' track list ahead of album, mentions Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson
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                                        Buckle up, cowpoke: On Wednesday, Beyonce shared the track list for her forthcoming album, "Act ll: Cowboy Carter."
"Cowboy Carter" arrives Friday, but fans got a sneak peek on the superstar's Instagram account, when she shared an image that appears to include the titles of her songs: from the previously released "Texas Hold 'Em" and "16 Carriages," now including "American Requiem," "Blackbird," "Protector," "My Rose," "Bodyguard," "Daughter," "Spaghetti," "Alligator Tears," "Smoke Hour ll," "Just For Fun," "ll Most Wanted," "Levi's Jeans," "Flamenco," "Ya Ya," "Oh Louisiana," "Desert Eagle," "Riverdance," "ll Hands ll Heaven," "Tyrant," "Sweet Honey Buckin," and "Amen."
One song appears to be called "The Linda Martell Show," a reference to the groundbreaking country performer who became the first Black woman to play the Grand Ole Opry.

    


There's also mention of "Dolly P" -- likely a reference to Dolly Parton -- and a track titled "Jolene," a reference to one of Parton's best-known songs. 
Earlier this month, in an interview with Knox News celebrating the seasonal opening of her amusement park Dollywood, Parton said she thinks Beyonce has recorded a cover of her 1973 hit.
"Well, I think she has," she said. "I think she's recorded 'Jolene' and I think it's probably gonna be on her country album, which I'm very excited about that."
The track list also mentions "Smoke Hour Willie Nelson," but it is not immediately clear if Nelson is involved with the project.
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                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- Taylor Swift's father will not be charged over a paparazzi photographer's claim that Scott Swift assaulted him on the Sydney waterfront hours after the pop star's Australian tour ended last month. 
Photographer Ben McDonald had alleged that one of Swift's security guards forced an umbrella into his face and camera and that Scott Swift then punched him at the Neutral Bay Wharf, where the father and daughter had just come ashore from a yacht Feb. 27. 
Taylor Swift's representatives responded by accusing members of the media of aggression during the interaction.
Police began investigating the incident at the time and announced Wednesday that "no further police action" would be taken.
"No offences were detected, and the investigation was concluded with no further police action required," said the statement from the New South Wales Police Force.





    


More than 600,000 fans saw the Australian leg of her Eras Tour at seven Australian stadium concerts.
Her tour shattered records when it reportedly surpassed $1 billion last year, and her film adaptation of the tour quickly took No. 1 at the box office and became the highest-grossing concert film to date.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- On the London Underground, hot dogs are no joking matter.
Comedian Ed Gamble has been ordered to change a subway station poster campaign for his new standup show because the image of a hot dog violated the transit network's ban on junk food advertising.
The poster for the show, "Hot Diggity Dog," showed a mustard- and ketchup-smeared Gamble beside a half-eaten hot dog on a plate.
A bemused Gamble replaced the wiener with a cucumber, and the poster was approved.
Gamble, who is diabetic and co-hosts the "Off Menu" food podcast, said he could see the point of the ad rules, which are intended to help curb obesity in children.
"But the new posters promote something way more harmful -- the idea that cucumbers pair well with ketchup and mustard," he said.
Gamble isn't complaining about the extra publicity the case has generated.

    


"The posters are making way beyond their value now," he told the BBC on Thursday.
Since 2019, Transport for London has banned ads for foods that are high in fat, sugar and salt from the city's subway trains and stations, buses and bus shelters. It also bars advertisements that promote unhealthy or unrealistic body shapes.




"Following a review of the advert, we advised that elements would need to be removed or obscured to ensure it complied with our policy," the transit operator said. "A revised advert is now running on the network and we are always happy to work with people to ensure adverts follow our policy."
Last year a poster for the play "Tony n' Tina's Wedding" featuring a large wedding cake fell foul of the rules. TFL ordered the cake to be cut from the ad.
The ad policy has attracted the ire of Britain's tabloid press, with The Sun slamming "killjoy TFL bosses."
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                    As millions of carnival revelers prepare to gather in Brazil's cultural capital, authorities are rallying to combat an explosion of mosquito-borne dengue fever in the city's favelas. (Feb. 7) (AP video by Mario Lobao and Lucas Dumphreys)
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    [image: Dengue patients receive treatment in a provisional clinic in the Santa Maria neighborhood of Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)]
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[image: A dengue patient receives treatment in a provisional clinic in the Santa Maria neighborhood of Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Rio de Janeiro on Monday has declared a public health emergency because of an outbreak of mosquito-borne dengue fever, the city announced Monday, just days before Carnival celebrations kick off across Brazil.
The outbreak wasn't expected to derail Carnival, which officially starts Friday evening and runs until Feb. 14, but it has prompted a slew of special measures by the city in hopes of containing the illness.
Rio city hall announced the opening of 10 care centers, the creation of an emergency operations center and the allocation of hospital beds for dengue patients. Authorities also will use "smoke cars" in regions with the highest incidence of cases, diffusing an insecticide in the air. 
Since the beginning of 2024, the municipality has registered more than 10,000 dengue cases. That is just under half of the total cases -- 23,000 -- recorded throughout all of 2023.

    


The announcement comes as tourists and revelers are pouring into Rio to take part in street parties and attend the samba schools' flamboyant parades.
Among Rio state's operational plans for Carnival, presented by Gov. Claudio Castro on Monday, is the "Against Dengue Every Day" campaign. That will entail the distribution of repellents, stickers, bandanas and hats with warnings about the disease to audiences at the Sambadrome, where a 15-second notice about the fight against the infection also will be shown. 




Dengue is a viral infection transmitted to humans through the bite of infected mosquitoes and is more common in tropical climates. Frequent rains and high temperatures, which accelerate the hatching of mosquito eggs and the development of larvae, make the famously hot city of Rio susceptible to dengue outbreaks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the problem is national. The explosion of dengue cases across Brazil has caused at least four states -- Acre, Minas Gerais and Goias, in addition to the Federal District -- to declare public health emergencies.

    


On Monday, the Brazilian air force set up a 60-bed field hospital in the Federal District in Ceilandia that was due to begin treating patients.
"Our objective is to relieve emergency care units in the region, given that today the Federal District accounts for around 20% of dengue cases in the country," air force commander Lt. Brig. Marcelo Kanitz Damascene said in a statement.
Most people who get dengue don't develop symptoms, but if they do these can include high fever, headache, body aches, nausea and a rash, according to the World Health Organization. While most get better after a week or so, some develop a severe form and require hospitalization. In such cases, dengue can be fatal.
Climate change, which leads to increased temperatures and high rainfall, is associated with a higher risk of dengue, WHO said in December.
Rio Mayor Eduardo Paes urged "cariocas" -- as the residents of Rio are known -- to eliminate sources of still water, used by mosquitoes as breeding grounds.
"Unlike the COVID-19 pandemic, in which individual citizens couldn't do much more than demand that governments get the vaccine, in the case of dengue much depends on the action of each citizen," Paes said.

    


Brazil approved a vaccine against dengue in March of 2023. More than 3 million people were due to receive a jab in 2024.
---
This story was first published on February 7, 2024. It was updated on March 28, 2024 to remove a claim by the Brazilian health ministry that it was the first to offer a dengue vaccine through its public health system. The Philippines was the first country to do so, in 2016.
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    [image: FILE - Former Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura talks to reporters outside the federal building in St. Paul, Minn., on Oct. 20, 2015. Ventura has announced he is entering the cannabis market as a seller, as the state still figures out retail sales of the drug on the heels of legalizing marijuana for adults last year. (Elizabeth Flores /Star Tribune via AP, File)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Former Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura has announced he is entering the cannabis market as a seller, as the state still figures out retail sales of the drug on the heels of legalizing marijuana for adults last year. 
Ventura is launching his own brand of cannabis edibles in partnership with Retro Bakery, which is based in suburban Minneapolis and producing hemp-derived THC edibles under the Jesse Ventura Farms brand, Minnesota Public Radio reported.
"Ventura Farms is my foray into the world of cannabis," Ventura said in a Wednesday video with rock music playing in the background.
He added, "I'm a huge supporter of the cannabis industry. Cannabis saved my family's life. And now it's time for me to return to the cannabis world. And you can join me -- Jesse Ventura and Ventura Farms -- any time you want. We're in the game." 

    


Ventura has said the drug helped his wife get her seizures under control, MPR reported. Retro Bakery said the Ventura-branded edibles will be available for pre-order on April 1, according to MPR. 
A former professional wrestler and actor, Ventura shocked the public when he won the race for Minnesota governor as an independent candidate in 1998. He served as governor from 1999 to 2003. 




Ventura was one of the first governors in the U.S. to openly support marijuana legalization.
Last year, Minnesota became the 23rd state to legalize recreational marijuana for adults.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This month, the state's top cannabis regulator said Minnesota probably won't meet its goal of launching full-scale retail marijuana sales in the first quarter of 2025 because of the time it will take to draft regulations and issue licenses.
Using, possessing and growing marijuana for personal use, within limits, became legal last August. But sales are still a legal gray area. 
Currently, only a few tribally owned on-reservation shops are legally allowed to sell recreational marijuana in Minnesota because tribal sovereignty exempts them from state regulation.
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
2. "The #1 Lawyer" by Patterson/Allen (Little, Brown)
3. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
4. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
5. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6. "A Fate Inked in Blood" by Danielle L. Jensen (Del Rey)
7. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
8. "House of Flame and Shadow" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
9. "First Lie Wins" by Ashley Elston (Viking/Dorman)
10. "Expiration Dates" by Rebecca Serle (Atria)
11. "The Hunter" by Tana French (Viking)
12. "Three-Inch Teeth" by C.J. Box (Putnam)
13. "Never Too Late" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
14. "Gothikana" by Runyx (Bramble)
15. "Still See You Everywhere" by Lisa Gardner (Grand Central)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Get It Together" by Jesse Watters (Broadside)
2. "Barbie: The World Tour" by Phil Robertson (Thomas Nelson)

    


3. "Ghost Town Living" by Brent Underwood (Harmony)
4. "Blood Money" by Peter Schweizer (Harper)
5. "Bad Therapy" by Abigail Shrier (Sentinel)
6. "Zaytinya" by Jose Andres (Ecco)
7. "We've Got Issues" by Phillip C. McGraw (Threshold)


8. "The Wager" by David Grann (Doubleday)
9. "Elevate and Dominate" by Deon Sanders (13A)
10. "TThe Art of Final Fantasy" (Square Enix)
11. "Outlive" by Peter Attia (Harmony)
12. "Mostly What Good Does" by Savannah Guthrie (Thomas Nelson)
13. "The Moth Presents: A Point of Beauty" by The Moth (Crown)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

14. "Supercommunicators" by Charles Duhigg (Random House)
15. "Rhett & Link Present: The Mythical Cookbook" by Josh Scherer (Harvest)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Spy X Family, Vol. 11" by Tatsuya Endo (Viz)
2. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
3. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
4. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
5. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
6. "Bride" by Ali Hazelwood (Berkley)

    


7. "For the Fans: Taylor Swift" by Catherine/Luchini (Mad Libs)
8. "A Touch of Chaos" by Scarlett St. Clair (Bloom)
9. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
10. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
11. "Weyward" by Emilia Hart (Griffin)
12. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
13. "Wildfire" by Hannah Grace (Atria)15. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
14. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
15. "The Dead Guy Next Door" by Lucy Score (Bloom)
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    [image: FILE - Wrexham co-owner Ryan Reynolds, center, celebrates with members of the Wrexham FC soccer team the promotion to the Football League in Wrexham, Wales, on May 2, 2023. Ryan Reynolds' Wrexham is headed back to the United States. The low-level Welsh club which has gained global recognition after being bought by Hollywood duo Reynolds and Rob McElhenney, will play English Premier League side Chelsea on July 24. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)]
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                                        Owning a soccer club is hitting Ryan Reynolds in the wallet.
Wrexham, the Welsh team bought by Reynolds and fellow Hollywood actor Rob McElhenney in 2021, released its accounts for the latest financial year on Thursday and reported that the amount owed to celebrities has risen to nearly 9 million pounds ($11.4 million).
That was up from 3.7 million pounds ($4.67 million) from the previous year, ending June 2022.
While the club said turnover rose from nearly 6 million pounds ($7.5 million) to 10.5 million pounds ($13.3 million) and that future prospects are positive, its losses increased to 5.1 million pounds ($6.4 million) from 2.9 million pounds ($3.66 million).
Reynolds and McElhenney purchased Wrexham, one of the world's oldest soccer teams, for $2.5 million while the club was in the fifth tier of the English game.
It has since been promoted to the English Football League and is bidding for back-to-back promotions, which would take the team to third-tier League One.

    


Wrexham is third in League Two heading into a home game against leader Mansfield on Friday. The top three teams at the end of the season are automatically promoted and the next four enter a playoff for one last promotion spot. Wrexham is three points above fourth-place MK Dons with a game in hand.




Wrexham said the club's losses were "deemed necessary to allow the club to maximize its full potential in the shortest time practically possible."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The club is under no immediate pressure to repay these loans at the expense of the progress we seek to achieve," Wrexham said, "and further financial support will be provided/secured to support the capital expenditure projects the club is currently planning."
Those projects include increasing the capacity of its Racecourse Ground stadium. Wrexham is regularly getting crowds of more than 10,000 spectators, more than three times the number attending before the takeover and a remarkable figure for a fourth-tier team.

    


"The financial losses suffered by the club since the takeover shouldn't be repeated," Wrexham said, "with income generated by the club now sufficient to meet the operational costs of the club going forward."
Wrexham pointed to the "continued popularity of 'Welcome to Wrexham'" -- the fly-on-the-wall documentary charting the progress of Reynolds and McElhenney as soccer owners -- and more money earned in the EFL as reasons to predict that turnover will carry on growing.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Decorations for the White House Easter Egg Roll adorn the East Colonnade of the White House, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        Some 40,000 people are expected to participate in Monday's "EGG-ucation"-themed White House Easter Egg Roll, about 10,000 more than last year. 

Jill Biden, a teacher for more than 30 years, is transforming an annual tradition first held in 1878 into an "EGG-ucational" experience. Various stations on the South Lawn and Ellipse will help children learn about farming, healthier eating, exercise and more, the White House announced Thursday.

They'll still get to coax hard-boiled eggs across the lawn to a finish line.

A large schoolhouse set up on the South Lawn will offer kids activities in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics, or STEM, such as making circuit-breakers or simulating a fossil dig. The kids will also have the opportunity to write notes to U.S. troops and first responders with Operation Gratitude, a nonprofit organization.

Guests include thousands of military and veteran families, their caregivers and survivors. Members of the general public claimed tickets through an online lottery. They will be admitted in nine waves, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Monday's "egg-stravaganza" will be the third Easter egg roll hosted by President Joe Biden and the first lady, who still teaches English and writing at a northern Virginia community college. They did not host the event in 2021, Biden's first year in office, because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The White House Easter Egg Roll dates to 1878, when President Rutherford B. Hayes opened the White House lawn to children after they were kicked off the grounds of the U.S. Capitol.
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    [image: FILE - Visitors walk outside the British Museum in Bloomsbury, London, Friday, June 26, 2015. The British Museum is suing a former curator alleged to have stolen almost 2,000 artifacts from its collections and offered them for sale online. Peter Higgs was fired in July 2023 after more than 1,800 items were discovered to be missing. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The British Museum on Thursday appointed National Portrait Gallery chief Nicholas Cullinan as its new director, as the 265-year-old institution grapples with the apparent theft of hundreds of artifacts and growing international scrutiny of its collection.
Previous director Hartwig Fischer resigned in August after the museum disclosed that more than 1,800 items were missing in an apparent case of insider theft. Many of the items had been offered for sale online.
Mark Jones, former head of the Victoria and Albert Museum, has served as interim director since then. Cullinan will replace him in the summer.
Cullinan has been director of the National Portrait Gallery since 2015, overseeing a major refurbishment of the building beside London's Trafalgar Square. He has previously worked at Tate Modern in London and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.

    


His appointment was approved by the British Museum's trustees and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.
Cullinan said it was an honor to become director of "one of the greatest museums in the world."
He said he looked forward to leading the institution through "the most significant transformations, both architectural and intellectual, happening in any museum globally, to continue making the British Museum the most engaged and collaborative it can be."




The museum fired a longstanding curator, Paul Higgs, over the missing items, and is suing him at the High Court. Lawyers for the museum say Higgs "abused his position of trust" to steal ancient gems, gold jewelry and other pieces from storerooms over the course of a decade.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Higgs, who worked in the museum's Greece and Rome department for more than two decades, denies the allegations and intends to dispute the museum's legal claim.
Police are also investigating, but no one has been charged.
The 18th-century museum in central London's Bloomsbury district is one of Britain's biggest tourist attractions, visited by 6 million people a year. They come to see a collection that ranges from Egyptian mummies and ancient Greek statues to Viking hoards, scrolls bearing 12th-century Chinese poetry and masks created by the Indigenous peoples of Canada.

    


The museum faces growing pressure over items taken from other countries during the period of the British Empire -- especially the Parthenon Marbles, 2,500-year-old sculptures that were taken from Athens in the early 19th century by British diplomat Lord Elgin.
Greece has campaigned for decades for the marbles to be returned. The British Museum is banned by law from giving the sculptures back to Greece, but its leaders have held talks with Greek officials about a compromise, such as a long-term loan. 
Those efforts suffered a setback in November, when a diplomatic spat erupted over the marbles, and Prime Minister Sunak abruptly canceled a planned meeting with his Greek counterpart, Kyriakos Mitsotakis.
British Museum Chairman George Osborne said that with Cullinan's appointment, the institution was entering "a new chapter in the long story of the British Museum with confidence, and back on the front foot."
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    [image: FILE - Michelle Yeoh arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Oscar winner Michelle Yeoh, Botswana President Mokgweetsi Masisi, and Verizon CEO Hans Vestberg are among the diverse group of political, business and philanthropic leaders Global Citizen will convene in New York on May 1 and 2, the nonprofit announced on Thursday, March 28, 2024.(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Oscar winner Michelle Yeoh, Botswana President Mokgweetsi Masisi, and Verizon CEO Hans Vestberg are among the diverse group of political, business and philanthropic leaders Global Citizen will convene in New York on May 1 and 2, the nonprofit announced on Thursday.
The Global Citizen NOW summit will seek support for workable solutions to address issues of food insecurity, climate change and public health associated with extreme poverty, said Global Citizen CEO Hugh Evans.
"We are focused on advancing the ideas that will drive urgent action to end extreme poverty," Evans told The Associated Press, adding that the world is at a crossroads on numerous issues.
Actors Hugh Jackman, Danai Gurira and Dakota Johnson and representatives from Cisco, Citi, Delta and PayPal will join Rockefeller Foundation President Rajiv Shah, Bezos Earth Fund CEO Andrew Steer, and Volker Turk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, for the event.

    


"I have made it my mission to work to amplify underrepresented voices," Gurira, star of "The Walking Dead" and "Black Panther" franchises, said in a statement, adding that she is eager to "address the severe inequities facing the African continent."




Evans said the third edition of Global Citizen NOW will focus on defeating preventable diseases, like malaria, polio, and HPV. Organizers also plan to announce new initiatives to preserve the Amazon Rainforest and increase investments in Africa through the World Bank.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Global Citizen also hopes the New York summit will build on momentum generated among Gen Z and millennial leaders at its first international conference earlier this month in Australia.
"We hope to inspire the next generation of advocates through our Global Citizen Prize awards, where we will spotlight and financially support five young people making extraordinary efforts to change the world," Evans said.

    


_____
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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                    Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-painted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP video/Philipp Jenne)
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    [image: A picture of Alexei Navalny on a mural in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-painted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | A picture of Alexei Navalny on a mural in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-painted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
A picture of Alexei Navalny on a mural in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-painted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou paint a picture of Alexei Navalny on a wall in Vienna, Austria, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-prainted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna. (AP Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Two large portraits of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny have been spray-painted on a property owned by the family of a former Czech foreign minister behind a monument to Soviet soldiers in Vienna.
The portraits were completed Wednesday on the wall behind the monument, which was already painted in Ukraine's blue and yellow national colors after Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. The wall belongs to the Palais Schwarzenberg, owned by the noble family of former Czech Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg, who died in November.
The monument portraying a Soviet soldier was built after Soviet troops took Vienna in 1945. Austria, which was annexed by Nazi Germany in 1938, was divided into occupation zones until the country was granted full sovereignty in 1955.
"The monument commemorates victims of dictatorship and Mr. Navalny is an obvious victim of dictatorship," Maximillian Schaffgotsch of the Schwarzenberg family foundation told the Austria Press Agency.

    


Navalny, who crusaded against official corruption in Russia and staged massive anti-Kremlin protests as President Vladimir Putin's fiercest foe, died Feb. 16 in the Arctic penal colony where he was serving a 19-year sentence. Officials have said only that he died of natural causes.




Austrian graffiti duo Joel Gamnou painted the portraits. Jonathan Gamperl, one half of the duo, said that "so far we have only gotten positive feedback." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

KSORS, a group described by Austrian media as being close to the Russian Embassy, complained in a Facebook post that the wall behind the monument to Soviet soldiers is being "misused for political purposes."
An improvised memorial to Navalny opposite the embassy has been removed twice in the last two weeks. Vienna prosecutors are considering whether to open an investigation into those incidents, APA reported.
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    [image: Boarding is put up next to the Banksy artwork on the side of a residential building in Hornsey Road, north London, Wednesday March 27, 2024 which has been covered in perspex sheeting for protection. An environmentally themed mural in London by street artist Banksy has been encased in plastic and surrounded by fencing after an apparent act of vandalism. (Aaron Chown/PA via AP)]
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[image: People look at a new Banksy painting on a wall in London, Monday, March 18, 2024. A new Banksy mural drew crowds to a London street on Monday, even before the elusive graffiti artist confirmed that the work was his. The artwork in the Finsbury Park neighborhood covers the wall of a four-story building and shows a small figure holding a pressure hose beside a real tree. Green paint has been sprayed across the wall, replicating the absent leaves of the tree, which has been severely cropped. Banksy claimed the work by posting before and after photos of the location on his official Instagram account.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- It was nice while it lasted.
An environmentally themed mural by elusive street artist Banksy that appeared last week on a London street has been encased in plastic and surrounded by fencing after an apparent act of vandalism.
The work is on a four-story wall near a public housing project. Beside a real and severely pruned cherry tree, the artist stenciled a small figure holding a pressure hose. Swathes of green paint across the wall stand in for the tree's absent leaves.
The work quickly attracted crowds including Banksy fans from around the world. Two days later, it was splashed with white paint.
The mural was then covered in transparent plastic by the building's owner, and a sign appeared saying the area was under video surveillance.
On Wednesday, workers began to erect wooden boards around the site.
The local authority, Islington Council, said it was fencing off the site to protect the art and residents from the impact of visitors.

    


"We've had a lot of concerns from our residents about disruption from the numbers of visitors to the artwork, which is right outside their homes," the council said in a statement. It said the fencing would include clear plastic panels "to protect the artwork and allow clear views."




Banksy, who has never confirmed his full identity, began his career spray-painting buildings in Bristol, England, and has become one of the world's best-known artists.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His work has sold for millions of dollars at auction, and past murals on outdoor sites have often been stolen or removed by building owners soon after going up. In December, after Banksy stenciled military drones on a stop sign in south London, a man was photographed taking down the sign with bolt cutters. Police later arrested two men on suspicion of theft and criminal damage.
The latest work would be harder to take down since the piece relies on the tree for its impact.
Islington Council said it would monitor the site and "continue to explore future solutions with the building owner so people can enjoy the artwork."
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Books about the dizzying impact of the internet and artificial intelligence are among finalists for a new book prize that aims to help fix the gender imbalance in nonfiction publishing.
The shortlisted six books for the inaugural Women's Prize for Nonfiction, announced on Wednesday, include Canadian author-activist Naomi Klein's "Doppleganger," a plunge into online misinformation, and British journalist Madhumita Murgia's "Code-Dependent: Living in the Shadow of AI."
The 30,000 pound ($38,000) award is a sister to the 29-year-old Women's Prize for Fiction and is open to female English-language writers from any country in any nonfiction genre.
The finalists also include autobiographical works -- poet Safiya Sinclair's "How to Say Babylon: A Jamaican Memoir" and British art critic Laura Cumming's "Thunderclap: A Memoir of Art and Life and Sudden Death."

    


Rounding out the list are British author Noreen Masud's travelogue-memoir "A Flat Place," and Harvard history professor Tiya Miles' "All That She Carried," a history of American enslavement told through one Black family's keepsake.




British historian Suzannah Lipscomb, who is chairing the judging panel, said that "the readers of these books will never see the world -- be it through art, history, landscape, politics, religion or technology -- the same again."
The winners of both nonfiction and fiction prizes will be announced at a ceremony in London on June 13.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The prize was set up in response to a gender imbalance in the book world, where men buy more nonfiction than women -- and write more prize-wining nonfiction books
The company Nielsen Book Research found in 2019 that while women bought 59% of all the books sold in the United Kingdom, men accounted for just over half of adult nonfiction purchases.
Prize organizers say that in 2022, only 26.5% of nonfiction books reviewed in Britain's newspapers were by women, and male writers dominated established nonfiction writing prizes.
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    [image: This book cover image released by Crown shows "Made Up, But Still True" by Donald Sutherland. (Peter Hapak-Trunk Archive/Crown via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Donald Sutherland attends a special screening of FX Networks' "Trust" in New York on March 14, 2018. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Sutherland has a memoir coming out in November reflecting on his life of nearly 90 years and his 60-year career as one of Hollywood's top actors in films like "M.A.S.H.," "Klute," "Ordinary People" and " The Hunger Games " saga. 
Crown announced Wednesday that Sutherland's "Made Up, But Still True" will be published Nov. 12, when the actor will be 89 years old. 
"Donald Sutherland has made an indelible mark on the industry since his life-changing role in M.A.S.H catapulted him into the public eye nearly sixty years ago," the publisher said in a statement. "With his raw honesty and wicked sense of humor, the renowned actor chronicles his life in this generation-defining book, cataloging with powerful detail his far too many brushes with death, his loving relationship with his parents, and behind-the-scenes stories of the movies he's starred in." 

    


A major figure in the New Hollywood of the 1970s who has worked steadily since, Sutherland was long considered among the best actors never to have been nominated for an Academy Award, despite appearing in several films that won the biggest of them. He was given an honorary Oscar for career achievement in 2017. He also has an Emmy and two Golden Globes.


"Made Up, But Still True" will be his first work as an author.
Born in Saint John, Canada, Sutherland barely survived a series of childhood diseases, including infantile paralysis, rheumatoid fever and spinal meningitis.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He chronicles those struggles in the book, along with his burgeoning teenage sexuality and his love for acting. He began acting on screen in the early 1960s.
Sutherland broke through in Hollywood with a small role in the 1967 World War II classic "The Dirty Dozen," and broke big with a starring role as Hawkeye Pierce in Robert Altman's "M.A.S.H." 
He worked with auteurs including Nicolas Roeg in "Don't Look Now" and Federico Fellini in "Fellini's Casanova." And he appeared just as often in more popular fare, playing a spacey tank commander in "Kelly's Heroes," a demented arsonist in "Backdraft" and an authoritarian president in the "Hunger Games" films. 
Some of Sutherland's five children are also actors, most notably Kiefer Sutherland of "The Lost Boys" and "24."
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    [image: FILE - Ariana DeBose arrives at the 75th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. DeBose, who hosted both the 2023 and 2022 Tony Awards, will be back this year for the ceremony June 16, and will produce and choreograph the opening number. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's a new location but the same host for the Tony Awards:Ariana DeBose will make it three in a row as MC of theater's most watched event, which this year moves uptown to Lincoln Center.
The Academy Award winner and Tony Award nominee, who hosted both the 2023 and 2022 ceremonies, will be back this year for the show on June 16, and will produce and choreograph the opening number.
"I couldn't pass up the chance to host the Tonys one more time, at Lincoln Center. I'm excited to collaborate with the team to create an incredible celebration of this season's achievements on Broadway for our community and for everyone at home," said DeBose in a statement.
DeBose was widely cheered for the way she hosted last year amid the Hollywood writers' strike, leading a show that had no script and opening the telecast by dancing and leaping her way through the lobby of the United Palace Theatre. She earned an Emmy nomination for her work.

    


DeBose is a theater veteran, with roles in "Summer: The Donna Summer Musical," "Hamilton," "A Bronx Tale," "Pippin," "Motown the Musical," "Bring It On: The Musical" and "Company." She won an Oscar for her role in Steven Spielberg's remake of "West Side Story" and was in "Schmigadoon!" on Apple TV+.




This year's location -- the David H. Koch Theater -- is the home of New York City Ballet and in the same sprawling building complex as Lincoln Square Theater, which houses the Broadway venue Beaumont Theater.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Like last year, the three-hour main telecast will air on CBS and stream on Paramount+ from 8 p.m.-11 p.m. EDT/5 p.m.-8 p.m. PDT with a pre-show on Pluto TV, with some Tony Awards handed out there. 
The Tony eligibility cut-off date for the 2023-2024 season is April 25, and nominations for the 2024 Tony Awards will be announced April 30. The awards are presented by The Broadway League and the American Theatre Wing.

    


Last year, the intimate, funny-sad musical "Kimberly Akimbo" took the best new musical crown, and Tom Stoppard's "Leopoldstadt," which explores Jewish identity with an intergenerational story, won best play. Sean Hayes won lead actor in a play for "Good Night, Oscar," and Victoria Clark won for "Kimberly Akimbo."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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    [image: Olivia Colman, left, and Jessie Buckley pose for a portrait to promote "Wicked Little Letters" on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Olivia Coleman as Edith Swan, left, and Jessie Buckley as Rose Gooding in a scene from "Wicked Little Letters." (Parisa Taghizadeh/Sony Pictures Classics via AP)]
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[image: Olivia Colman, from left, Jessie Buckley, Thea Sharrock and Anjana Vasan attend a "Wicked Little Letters" screening, hosted by Sony Pictures Classics and The Cinema Society, at the Crosby Street Hotel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Olivia Coleman as Edith Swan, left, and Jessie Buckley as Rose Gooding in a scene from "Wicked Little Letters." (Parisa Taghizadeh/Sony Pictures Classics via AP)]
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[image: Olivia Colman, from left, Jessie Buckley, Thea Sharrock and Anjana Vasan attend a "Wicked Little Letters" screening, hosted by Sony Pictures Classics and The Cinema Society, at the Crosby Street Hotel on Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Olivia Colman and Jessie Buckley play women brought together by letters in the new film "Wicked Little Letters" but their preferred means of communication is WhatsApp. With their husbands, they have a group chat with an unprintable name, inspired by the some of the foul language of their film. What do they write to each other?
"There's lots of 'I f------ love you. I'm going to snog your face when I see you," says Colman.
"With a long 'uuuuuuu,'" adds Buckley.
"We're wordsmiths," says Colman.
Colman and Buckley have been good friends since they first met in a night spent, fittingly, with letters. "Is that how we met?" Colman says, jogging her memory. "Brilliant." With an American accent Buckley chimes, "What a good angle."
Each were attending a "Letters Live" performance in Britain where actors dramatically read historical and literary correspondence. Buckley read a Maud Gonne love letter to WB Yeats. The night wore on with karaoke until 6 a.m. Songs included Adele's "Someone Like You" and Amy Winehouse's "Back to Black."

    


"Which maybe kind of summed up the night," Buckley says. "'Someone Like You,' that's a love song, isn't it? Oh, no, it's a break-up song. We were just falling in love. 'Back to Black' is about addiction."


Buckley pauses for effect, and then adds, "I was addicted to you." Colman cheers. 
In Thea Sharrock's "Wicked Little Letters," which Sony Pictures Classics will release in theaters Friday, Colman and Buckley play very different neighbors in 1919 England. Edith (Colman) is a conservative, church-going woman with a domineering father (Timothy Spall) who lives next to Rose (Buckley) a free-wheeling single mother who unabashedly spews salty language. When people around the village start receiving filthy anonymous letters hurling insults at them, suspicion turns toward Rose. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's based on the real story of the Littlehampton Letters, which at the time became a national scandal. "Wicked Little Letters" is a rare thing: a raunchy period movie.

    


"We kind of have this idea of Britain and the women who lived in the 1930s were just making wholesome bread and going to church," says Buckley. "But the truth of it is they were filthy (expletive). They're just like all of us."
The film, which Colman produced with her husband, Ed Sinclair, takes place while suffragettes are marching. And while Edith and Rose become sworn enemies, they're bonded in their mutual experience of male oppression.
"It's certainly acknowledging the journey that women have had," Colman says. "It was at that point better than it had been in previous points, and shows how far have we come since. We still haven't come quite far enough."
Part of the delight of "Wicked Little Letters" is that it puts a spirited pair of friends opposite one another for the first time, with Buckley playing a free and frank woman not so unlike herself and Colman playing something like her timid opposite. Colman called up Buckley to offer her the role. 
"I said, 'There's this script and it would be you and me as neighbors swearing at each other and having fun,'" recalls Colman. "And I think you went, 'OK!'"

    


In between interviews at a Soho hotel, Colman and Buckley's conversation focused mainly on how long they might have to hang out that evening. Or more specifically, how many drinks they could manage to squeeze in. "New York is the land of dirty martinis," Buckley declares.
Colman, though, was just flying in and out, and Buckley had an early call time the next day. It was a similar situation on Maggie Gyllenhaal's "The Lost Daughter," for which Colman also suggested casting Buckley. ("You owe me!" chimes Colman in a cockney accent.) But on that film, they were playing the same character in different time periods. Colman and Buckley didn't have any scenes together, but overlapped on set for a week while Colman was quarantining.
"I would go, 'Come on, when do you finish? What do you want to drink? I'll have it ready,'" recalls Colman. "So we'd spend the evening in the sunshine and drink and play guitar and sing. And Jessie would go, ' (Expletive). I'm about to go to work.' You were so heroic playing late into the night and then going to work."

    


When it's pointed out that Colman seems like she could be a bad influence under such circumstances, Buckley immediately brightens.
"There's a joke amongst our friends where Olivia's like, 'No you can't go home.' At your birthday there was a whole song about not letting anybody leave the party."
"I have done awful things," acknowledges Colman, lowering her head. "I have locked my front door and hidden the key. (Changing to a drunk voice) 'I don't know where it's gone.' I have images of friends running. They see an open door and they go running."
It perhaps goes without saying that Colman and Buckley bear little of the repression that lurks around the edges of "Wicked Little Letters." They're separated by some years -- Colman is 50, Buckley 34 -- but sympatico in infusing parts dramatic and comic with naturalness and spunk.

    


"The biggest gift that this job gives you is that you get to learn something that you need to unlearn in yourself. Growing up into a woman from a girl is hard. There's so much in our world that we think we need to be because it's around us," Buckley says. "What I've come to learn is you just have to keep educating and feeding and nurturing yourself. And there's something so much more interesting for you to say than adopting what's deemed acceptable in society."
Working with people like Colman, Buckley says, has helped wake her up to those possibilities -- possibilities she never imagined when she was 15 years old. "And I know that will never stop in my life," she adds. "There's too much to unpack!"
Colman takes up Buckley's thread.
"I do love the fact that I didn't get into any drama school apart from Bristol which I got into because somebody else dropped out," Colman says. "I love all the auditions I didn't get so I can go, 'Ha! In yo' face.' I think it gives you a little bit of a fire in the belly."
Soon thereafter, it's time for Buckley and Colman to move along. As the sun gets lower on the downtown skyline out the window, the pair return to pondering their plans for the evening.
"We'll do a little one," says Colman, settling it. "We are getting much more grown up, aren't we?" Buckley vigorously shakes her head. "No?" responds Colman. "Then I can force you to stay out tonight." 
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olivia-colman-jessie-buckley-wicked-little-letters-ef8e223ba0fd120be05f996c70a94335
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What to know about the cargo ship Dali, a mid-sized ocean monster that took down a Baltimore bridge

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Credit: StreamTime Live I Watch live from the scene of the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse in Baltimore after a cargo ship lost power and rammed into the bridge's support column. Divers recovered the bodies of two of six workers who plunged into the water when it collapsed.
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    [image: The container ship Dali, owned by Grace Ocean PTE, rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in the Patapsco River on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, as seen from Pasadena, Md. Investigators began collecting evidence Wednesday from the cargo ship that plowed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge and caused its collapse, while in the waters below divers searched through twisted metal for several construction workers who plunged into the harbor and were feared dead. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (NTSB via AP)]
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                                        Here's what to know about the cargo ship Dali that crashed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, causing it to collapse and leaving six bridge construction workers presumed dead.
MONSTERS OF THE OCEAN



If stood upright, the Dali would reach almost to the top of the Eiffel Tower in Paris or about two-thirds of the way up the Empire State Building in New York. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


It can carry the equivalent of almost 10,000 standard-sized metal shipping containers, and at the time of the accident was carrying nearly 4,700 containers. But while those figures are impressive, the Dali pales in comparison to the world's largest container ships, which can carry more than 24,000 containers. There are environmental and economic advantages to operating giant container ships, but their sheer size and weight make them difficult to maneuver and stop -- especially when something goes wrong.

Dali length: 984 feet (300 meters). Weight: 95,000 tons when empty.

    



Capacity: 10,000 20-foot (6-meter) containers.
MAYDAY CALL SAVES LIVES



The ship shares a name with one of history's most celebrated artists, Spanish surrealist painter Salvador Dali.

Built by South Korea's Hyundai Heavy Industries, one of the world's largest shipbuilders, the Dali was launched in late 2014. It's owned by Grace Ocean Private Ltd, flies a Singapore flag and is powered by diesel engines.





Danish shipping giant Maersk had chartered the Dali for a planned trip from Baltimore to Sri Lanka, but the ship didn't get far, with the crew sending a mayday call early Tuesday saying they had lost power and had no control of the steering system. Minutes later, the ship rammed one of the bridge's columns, causing the entire structure to collapse within seconds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The ship was moving at about 8 knots, or 9 mph (15 kph). The mayday gave just enough time for authorities to stop bridge traffic and likely prevent more deaths, but not enough time to clear the construction crew that was filling potholes on the bridge. Divers on Wednesday recovered the bodies of two of the workers.

    



All of the nearly two dozen crew members from the Dali were accounted for after the accident, with one taken to a hospital with minor injuries.
PASSED PREVIOUS INSPECTIONS



The Dali passed a June 2023 inspection in Chile. A faulty pressure gauge for the fuel heaters was identified but fixed before the vessel left the port, according to authorities. The Dali was then inspected in September by the U.S. Coast Guard in New York, and no problems were found. Before it left Baltimore, the ship underwent routine engine maintenance, according to the Coast Guard.

Federal and state officials say the crash appears to be an accident.

The Coast Guard has downloaded the voyage data recorder and sent it to the National Transportation Safety Board, which is building a timeline of what led to the crash, and a preliminary report is expected in the coming weeks. Singapore also plans to carry out its own investigation, which it says will be to identify lessons for the future rather than determine liability.
WHAT'S NEXT



In addition to trying to clear the channel floor of the bridge debris, officials will need to assess the damage to the Dali and make sure it doesn't leak fuel or sink. Investigators found damage to at least 13 containers on the ship.

    



The Dali will then likely be towed back to the port and the cargo offloaded.

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg says it's too early to say how long it will take to reopen the Port of Baltimore or replace the destroyed bridge. He noted it initially took five years to build the bridge.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baltimore-bridge-collapse-cargo-ship-dali-09aeffc6fa81f3069d4ba226def90555
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Key findings from AP's investigation into police force that isn't supposed to be lethal

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image from Bristol Police Department body-camera video, Austin Hunter Turner, 23, lies restrained face down in an ambulance in Bristol, Tenn., on Aug. 29, 2017. In body-camera videos, from the moment police arrived, Turner was treated as a suspect resisting arrest - not as a patient who was having a seizure. An investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism and FRONTLINE (PBS) has found that, over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them through physical holds, stun guns, body blows and other force not intended to be lethal. (Bristol Police Department via AP)]
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                                        Every day, police in the U.S. rely on common use-of-force tactics that, unlike guns, are meant to stop people without killing them. But when misused, these tactics can still end in death.

Over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them through physical holds, stun guns, body blows and other means not intended to be lethal, an investigation led by The Associated Press found. In hundreds of cases, officers weren't taught or didn't follow best safety practices for this force, creating a recipe for death.

Medical officials cited law enforcement as causing or contributing to about half of the deaths. In many others, significant police force went unmentioned and drugs or preexisting health problems were blamed instead.

These cases included George Floyd, whose 2020 death under the body weight of an officer sparked a national reckoning over policing. And while Floyd's encounter happened to be caught on video, capturing his last words of "I can't breathe," many others throughout the United States have escaped notice.

    





    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Why did more than 1,000 people die after police subdued them with force that isn't meant to kill?
    

    
    
    The Associated Press is publishing a major investigation of encounters in which police used force that is not supposed to be lethal -- but still ended in death. AP correspondent Jaime Holguin reports on the story behind the story.

    


Here are takeaways from the AP's investigation done in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs at the University of Maryland and Arizona State University, and FRONTLINE (PBS):

    
    LETHAL RESTRAINT INVESTIGATION
Many more people have died after police subdued them than the American public knows.
- The AP found that over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them with physical force that is not supposed to be lethal. 
- Explore the full database of cases here.


    




Who was affected?



The deadly encounters happened just about everywhere, according to an analysis of a database AP created. Big cities, suburbs and rural America. Red states and blue states. Restaurants, assisted-living centers and, most commonly, in or near the homes of those who died.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The deceased came from all walks of life -- a poet, a nurse, a saxophone player in a mariachi band, a truck driver, a sales director, a rodeo clown and even a few off-duty law enforcement officers. All but 3% of the dead were men. Most tended to be in their 30s and 40s. The youngest was just 15, the oldest 95.

The toll, however, disproportionately fell on Black Americans. They made up a third of those who died despite representing only 12% of the U.S. population. Others feeling the brunt were those impaired by a medical, mental health or drug emergency, a group particularly susceptible to force even when lightly applied.

    



If incidents turn chaotic and officers make split-second decisions to use force, "people do die," said Peter Moskos, a professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and former Baltimore police officer. "The only way to get down to zero is to get rid of policing," he added, "and that's not going to save lives either."
How force began



When the force came, it could be sudden and extreme. Other times, the force was minimal, and yet the people nevertheless died, sometimes from a drug overdose or a combination of factors.

In about 30% of the cases, police were intervening to stop people who were injuring others or who posed a threat of danger. But roughly 25% of those who died were threatening no one or, at most, committing minor infractions, AP's review of cases shows. The rest involved other non-violent situations with people who police said were trying to resist arrest or flee.

    



What led up to the force was sometimes unclear. In more than 100 cases, police either withheld key details or witnesses disputed the officer's account -- and body-camera footage didn't exist to help add clarity.
Best practices not always followed



In hundreds of cases, officers repeated errors that experts and trainers have spent years trying to eliminate. Perhaps the best example is how officers were warned that holding someone facedown in what is known as prone restraint is dangerous.

Many policing experts agree that someone can stop breathing if pinned on their chest for too long or with too much weight, and the Department of Justice has issued warnings to that effect since 1995.

Reporters identified dozens and dozens of cases in which officers disregarded people who told them they were struggling for air or even about to die, often uttering the words, "I can't breathe." But with no standard national rules, what police are taught about the risks of prone restraint is often left to the states and individual departments.

    



Some officers involved in fatalities testified they had been assured that prone position was never deadly, AP found, while many others were trained to roll people onto their sides to aid breathing and simply failed to do so.

Officers were usually cleared by their departments in internal investigations. The AP investigation identified just 28 deaths where officers ended up charged by prosecutors.
Feds don't keep count very well



The AP and its partners focused on local police, sheriff's deputies and other officers patrolling the streets or responding to dispatch calls. Reporters filed nearly 7,000 requests for government documents and body-camera footage, receiving more than 700 autopsy reports or death certificates, and uncovering video in at least four dozen cases that has never been published or widely distributed.

    



Those records led them to identify at least 1,036 deaths after police had used what is known as "less-lethal force" during the decade of 2012 through 2021 -- an average of two a week.

The federal government, for its part, has struggled for years and years to count these deaths.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Congress started trying to get the Justice Department to do so in 2000. The department has acknowledged its data is incomplete, blames spotty reporting from police departments, and does not make whatever information exists publicly available.

Mortality data maintained by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also has gaps. The AP found that when a death certificate does not list words such as "police" and "law enforcement," the CDC's language-reading software doesn't label the death as involving "legal intervention." This means the death data flagged police involvement in, at most, 34% of the deaths the investigation identified.

Because the country has no clear idea how many people die like this and why, meaningful reforms will remain difficult, said Dr. Roger Mitchell Jr., a leader in the push to improve tracking and one of the nation's few Black chief medical examiners when he held the office in Washington, D.C., from 2014 to 2021.

"Any time anyone dies before their day in court, or dies in an environment where the federal government or the local government's job is to take care of you," he said, "it needs transparency. It cannot be in the dark of night."

___

This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes the Lethal Restraint interactive story, database and the documentary, "Documenting Police Use Of Force," premiering April 30 on PBS.

___

Contributing to this story were Thalia Beaty, Martha Bellisle, Jacques Billeaud, Michael Catalini, Brett Chambers, Mary Dalrymple, Trenton Daniel, Ryan J. Foley, Kristin M. Hall, Roxana Hegeman, Carla K. Johnson, Angeliki Kastanis, Denise Lavoie, Andy Lemberger, Jeff Martin, Jennifer McDermott, Brian McDonnell, Holbrook Mohr, Aaron Morrison, Sean Mussenden, Serginho Roosblad, John Seewer, Rhonda Shafner, Taylor Stevens, Mitch Weiss and Helen Wieffering. 

___

To view stories by journalists at the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs, go here.

___

The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

___

Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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Suspect charged with murder, attempted murder in a series of stabbings in Rockford, Illinois

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Authorities say four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in Rockford, Illinois. A suspect is in custody but authorities say they do not know a motive at this time.
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    [image: Police investigate stabbings that left several people dead and others injured, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. A 22-year-old man is in police custody and was being questioned Wednesday afternoon, according to Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Winnebago County, Illinois, jail shows Christian Ivan Soto. Soto, 22, of Rockford, Ill., was charged Thursday, March 28, 2024 with first-degree murder in a stabbing rampage that killed four people in northern Illinois, Winnebago County State's Attorney J. Hanley said. (Winnebago County, Illinois, jail via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video provided by WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation. law enforcement personnel work at the scene, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill., where four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois. Redd said that a suspect is in police custody and was being questioned. She said police did not know the motive. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video provided by WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation. Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd speaks with the media, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. Authorities say four people were killed and five were wounded in stabbings in northern Illinois. Redd said that a suspect is in police custody and was being questioned. She said police did not know the motive. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/NewsNation via AP)]
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[image: Police investigate stabbings Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill., that left several people dead and others injured. A 22-year-old man is in police custody and was being questioned Wednesday afternoon, according to Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: Police tape surrounds many homes as police investigate a mass stabbing along the 2300 block of Holmes Street on March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | Police tape surrounds many homes as police investigate a mass stabbing along the 2300 block of Holmes Street on March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7
Police tape surrounds many homes as police investigate a mass stabbing along the 2300 block of Holmes Street on March 27, 2024, in Rockford, Ill. (Stacey Wescott/Chicago Tribune via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By KATHLEEN FOODY, RICK CALLAHAN and COREY WILLIAMS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- A 22-year-old man has been charged with four counts of first-degree murder in a frenzied stabbing rampage that killed four people in a matter of minutes in a northern Illinois city, authorities said Thursday.
Winnebago County State's Attorney J. Hanley said during a news conference that Christian Soto will be in court Thursday afternoon to hear the charges and for a judge to determine if he will remain in jail pending trial. 
Soto is also charged with seven counts of attempted murder and home invasion with a dangerous weapon following the attacks in Rockford Wednesday that left seven people injured.
Three people remained hospitalized Thursday, officials said. The other four were treated and released, Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd said.
A 15-year-old girl, a 63-year-old woman, a 49-year-old man and a 22-year-old man were killed. Police said three of them died where they were attacked and a fourth died at a hospital. 

    


Authorities have released little information about the suspect, who was arrested Wednesday by a Winnebago County sheriff's deputy responding to a reported home invasion. A woman who identified herself as the suspect's sister declined to comment to The Associated Press.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A mail carrier was among 4 people killed in northern Illinois stabbings.
    

    
    
    At a press briefing Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd says the event is very disturbing.

    





Resident Vanessa Hy, told WREX-TV in Rockford that she witnessed the arrest.
"All of the sudden, we heard police run up on both sides of the house screaming, 'Stop! Get down!'" Hy told the TV station. "Then they ran into the backyard and after a few minutes we saw them bringing the suspect down the driveway in handcuffs and he was very bloody."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Redd said the suspect likely acted alone.
"We don't believe there's any other suspects that are on the run or at large at this particular time," Redd said Wednesday. "Right now, we don't have a clear motive as to what caused this individual to commit such a heinous crime."
She said residents were being asked to review home surveillance footage for anything related to the attacks.

    


Redd said Rockford police received a medical call at 1:14 p.m. Wednesday followed by additional calls for police and paramedics. She said not all of the victims found at multiple addresses in the city had stab wounds and none was shot.
Rockford resident Cassandra Hernandez said her friend was among the victims, and that she mourns the loss of the mail carrier who neighbors believe was hit by a vehicle and stabbed.
"You never expect this here," Hernandez told the Rockford Register Star. "Just to think that it happened here, and we have such great neighbors and the mailman."
Sheriff Gary Caruana said Wednesday that the suspect was with a woman when he was arrested, and that the suspect had attacked her and a bystander.
"The young lady ran from him," Caruana said. "She got some stab wounds in her hands and her face. She is in serious condition. One of the good Samaritans stopped to help her out. He did get some stab wounds. He is being checked out."
Rockford, home to about 150,000 people, is about 90 miles (145 kilometers) northwest of Chicago. Its economy was decimated by industrial change in the 1980s and now largely depends on manufacturing and healthcare.

    


Some residents bristle at the mention of a 2013 Forbes article classifying it as one of the country's "most miserable cities," that pointedly noted Rockford's double-digit unemployment rate. Forbes and other media outlets have been more complimentary in recent years, noting the city's affordable cost of living and efforts to support local restaurants and entertainment venues.
But Rockford's police force, like many across the U.S., has reported increases in violent crime since the COVID-19 pandemic. Last year's violent crimes totals did drop by about 19%, according to the department's annual report, but there were 20 murders compared to 15 in 2022.
The stabbings Wednesday came just days after a teenage employee was stabbed and killed inside a Walmart in the city.
The city of Rockford planned to hold a vigil for the victims Thursday afternoon hosted by local faith leaders.
___
Callahan reported from Indianapolis and Williams reported from Detroit. Associated Press researcher Rhonda Shafner contributed from New York.
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Biden administration restores threatened species protections dropped by Trump

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Feb. 2021, file photo released by California Department of Fish and Wildlife shows a protected gray wolf (OR-93), seen near Yosemite, Calif., shared by the state's Department of Fish and Wildlife. The Biden on Thursday finalized rules for protecting imperiled species that reverse changes under former President Donald Trump that weakened the Endangered Species Act. (California Department of Fish and Wildlife via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 8, 2003, file photo, a Northern Spotted Owl sits on a tree in the Deschutes National Forest near Camp Sherman, Ore. The Biden administration on Thursday restored rules to protect imperiled plants and animals that had been rolled back under former President Donald Trump.(AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday restored rules to protect imperiled plants and animals that had been rolled back back under former President Donald Trump.
Among the changes announced, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will reinstate a decades-old regulation that mandates blanket protections for species newly classified as threatened. That means officials won't have to craft time-intensive plans to shield each individual species while protections are pending, as has been done recently with North American wolverines and alligator snapping turtles in the southeastern U.S. and spotted owls in California.
The blanket protections regulation was dropped in 2019 as part of a suite of changes to the application of the species law under Trump that were encouraged by industry. Those changes came as extinctions accelerate globally due to habitat loss and other pressures.

    


Officials also will not consider economic impacts when deciding if animals and plants need protection. And the rules from the wildlife service and National Marine Fisheries Service make it easier to designate areas as critical for a species' survival, even if it is no longer found in those locations.




Species that could benefit from the rules include imperiled fish and freshwater mussels in the Southeast, where the aquatic animals in many cases are absent from portions of their historical range, officials have said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Details on the rules were obtained by The Associated Press in advance of their public release.
Fish and Wildlife Service Director Martha Williams said the rule changes underscored the agency's commitment to using the best available science to halt population declines as "climate change, degraded and fragmented habitat, invasive species, and wildlife disease" threaten many species.
Environmentalists had expressed frustration that it's taken years for Democratic President Joe Biden to act on some of the Trump-era rollbacks. Stoking their urgency is the prospect of a new Republican administration following the 2024 election that could yet again ease protections.

    


Jamie Rappaport Clark, a former Fish and Wildlife Service director and now president at Defenders of Wildlife, characterized Thursday's announcement as a "marginal win" that restores some essential protections for wildlife, but leaves in place some of the changes made in 2019 under Trump. The environmental group said the retained provisions would open the door to the destruction of habitat critical for some species to survive.
The rules have gotten strong pushback from Republican lawmakers, who say Biden's Democratic administration has hampered oil, gas and coal development, and favors conservation over development.
"We know the Endangered Species Act is an outdated piece of legislation that has repeatedly failed its primary goal of recovering listed species, yet Biden is now undoing crucial reforms and issuing new regulations that will not benefit listed species," said House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Bruce Westerman, a Republican from Arkansas.

    


Many energy companies, ranchers, developers and representatives of other industries have long viewed the 1973 Endangered Species Act as an impediment. Under Trump, they successfully lobbied to weaken the law's regulations as part of a broad dismantling of environmental safeguards. 
Trump officials also rolled back endangered species rules and protections for the northern spotted owl, gray wolves and other species.
The spotted owl decision was reversed in 2021 after officials said Trump's political appointees used faulty science to justify opening millions of acres of West Coast forest to potential logging. Protections for wolves across most of the U.S. were restored by a federal court in 2021.
The Endangered Species Act is credited with helping save the bald eagle, California condor and scores more animals and plants from extinction since President Richard Nixon signed it into law. It currently protects more than 1,600 species in the United States and its territories.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-threatened-species-protections-9f5a2c12e51a857ae32b85997b54dcc7
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    [image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, top, and Rev. Cozette Thomas, right, pray with a parishioner during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: A donation plate is passed during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Wanda Dorsey-Jenkins takes a palm frond from greeter Robin Ford before Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: A second floor set of pews sits empty as a projection of a sermon is displayed on a wall during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Sandra Shands-Strong prays during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Marie Johns holds her her one-year-old daughter during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, right, talks to Karla Bruce-Choice and her daughter Lilia Choice, 14, following Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A projection of a sermon is displayed on a wall during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | A projection of a sermon is displayed on a wall during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, front, leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Pete Prioleau cradles his grandchildren, from left, Benjamin Michael, 5, Julianna Michael, 10, and Xavier Michael, 7, during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. Cozette Thomas, right, prays with a parishioner during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Parishioners sing and pray during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19.(AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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    [image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, top, and Rev. Cozette Thomas, right, pray with a parishioner during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: A donation plate is passed during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Wanda Dorsey-Jenkins takes a palm frond from greeter Robin Ford before Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: A second floor set of pews sits empty as a projection of a sermon is displayed on a wall during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, right, talks to Karla Bruce-Choice and her daughter Lilia Choice, 14, following Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: A projection of a sermon is displayed on a wall during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. William H. Lamar IV, front, leads a Palm Sunday service at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Lamar says their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online worship options to reach people. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Pete Prioleau cradles his grandchildren, from left, Benjamin Michael, 5, Julianna Michael, 10, and Xavier Michael, 7, during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. As Black Protestants prepare for Easter this year, they hope to welcome more people to church than since the COVID-19 pandemic began four years ago. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Rev. Cozette Thomas, right, prays with a parishioner during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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[image: Parishioners sing and pray during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19.(AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)]
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Parishioners sing and pray during Palm Sunday services at the Metropolitan AME Church in Washington, Sunday, March 24, 2024. Rev. William Lamar IV at Washington, D.C.'s historic Metropolitan AME has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services since the COVID-19 pandemic. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19.(AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, when many churches moved their services online, the Rev. William H. Lamar IV initially shuddered at the thought that he needed to morph into a "video personality" to stay engaged with his parishioners. 
"I resisted kicking and screaming because I'm a child of the '70s," said Lamar, the senior pastor of historic Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. "I'm not a digital native."
Four years later, Lamar, a talented preacher, has adjusted to offering both virtual and in-person services. After a noticeable attendance drop, more Metropolitan congregants are choosing in-person worship over virtual, even as they mourn members who died from COVID-19.
This Easter, Lamar is grateful to be back in person with his flock, believing it's a fitting way to celebrate the holiday's message of hope and resurrection.

    


This Easter is also an opportunity for Black churches to welcome more visitors to their pews and try to begin reversing attendance trends. More than a dozen Black clergy said their churches are still feeling the pandemic's impact on already-waning attendance, even as they have rolled out robust online options to reach new people.




Black Protestants' monthly church attendance declined 15% from 2019 to 2023, a larger drop than any other major religious group, according to a 2023 Pew Research study. They are also more likely than other groups to take in religious services online or on TV, with more than half (54%) saying they attend services virtually.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This dynamic is being felt at Calvary Baptist Church in the New York City borough of Queens. Its senior pastor, the Rev. Victor T. Hall Sr., hopes this Easter, if for only one Sunday, he'll get a glimpse of the way things used to be, when his church was "packed and rocking."
Before the pandemic, Calvary's numbers were already dwindling as many members moved to more affordable locales in states such as Maryland, North Carolina and Georgia, forcing Hall to offer one service on Sunday morning instead of two.

    


"The churches were already declining, but COVID was the coup de grace," Hall said. "And don't let nobody fool you. It's hard looking at empty pews."
Easter is typically a homecoming of sorts for Black Protestants, who traditionally wear new outfits accented with pastels and elaborate hats - a sartorial expression of the Christian celebration, and an ode to springtime renewal.
But some of the vibrancy and pageantry of Black church culture was extinguished with the inability to gather, said KB Dennis Meade, an assistant professor of religious studies at Northwestern University who is curating a digital archive of how Black religious traditions adapted during the pandemic. She said Easter and other major holidays are an opportunity to further assess that, including comparing this year's attendance numbers to pre-pandemic Easter Sunday numbers.
"If you're a cultural Christian, but maybe not a practicing one, you're going to want to go to church on Easter," she said.

    


The Rev. Kia Conerway founded The Church at the Well in Memphis, Tennessee, in 2018. The congregation had just moved into their new building space when COVID-19 hit.
Through innovative marketing and online worship, the church kept growing, from 160 members in 2019 to well over 400 today, according to Conerway. Now, every other Sunday is a completely virtual service, and more than a third of the congregation tunes in from outside the local area. 
"Easter is the Super Bowl of Christianity," she said. "When we realized that 37% of our people did not live in Memphis, we were challenged to figure out how we serve them now that we're back in the building."
To better serve virtual worshippers, the church redoubled efforts to draw them into small groups and initiated a monthly check-in call. 
Ahead of Easter, church members assembled and sent care packages to those who attend virtually. They included gift cards to pass out to strangers, safety glasses for the upcoming solar eclipse and handwritten notes, thanking them for being part of their church family and looking forward to seeing them again soon.

    


For those celebrating Easter in person, the church will serve snow cones and the children will participate in an Easter egg hunt. "We want kids to feel at home and to feel connected," Conerway said.
During the pandemic at Saints Memorial Community Church in Willingboro, New Jersey, the Rev. Cassius L. Rudolph scrambled to ensure his elderly members would be able to meet. The first Sunday that the church doors were closed, Rudolph, who began as the interim pastor in 2019, led the service via telephone.
The cacophony of voices on the conference call "was just unbearable, but they wanted to be able to interact with each other," he said.
This Easter, members of Saints Memorial are looking forward to being together in their renovated church sanctuary, complete with a new roof.

    


"They want to be back home on Easter," Rudolph said.
At Chicago's Trinity United Church of Christ, the Rev. Otis Moss III said there is collective gratitude that the church can gather safely in person this Easter Sunday. But there is also grief over the lives Trinity lost to COVID-19 and the human suffering in places like Haiti, Darfur, Congo and Gaza.
This confluence of events inspired his Easter message, entitled "It's Still Dark," which examines the space between Friday's crucifixion of Christ and Sunday's resurrection.
"We are as a nation and as a community sitting between these two moments," Moss said. 
"We can never remove our spiritual strivings from our existential dilemma, nor can we remove what is happening in the world from our spiritual and theological frame," Moss said. "Those two things go together. Right now, people who are marginalized are hurting. There should be a voice from the faith community that speaks to those who are weeping."
On Palm Sunday at Metropolitan AME, the week before Easter, Lamar asked his flock to consider the mindset of Jesus as he marched into Jerusalem where he would be crucified.
"Was Jesus joyful? Was he pensive? Was he afraid?" he asked.
Behind a lectern flanked by kente cloth, Lamar looked out to a promising sign - people filled more than two-thirds of the cavernous sanctuary.
His parishioners hummed, shouted, stood and applauded as his preaching reached a crescendo.
During this sacred season, it was a welcome reminder of the power of Black preaching, especially when experienced live and in person. 
He left the pulpit near the end of the service to deliver the benediction, an unusual move for the pastor. But it gave him the opportunity to give a more personal goodbye to the influx of Palm Sunday worshippers -- both old and new
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    A container ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to snap and plunge into the river below. Several vehicles fell into the chilly waters, and rescuers are searching for survivors.
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            Baltimore bridge collapses after powerless cargo ship rams into support column

        
        
            A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga) (Thumbnail image: Maxaar Technologies via AP)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Baltimore bridge collapses after powerless cargo ship rams into support column
A cargo ship lost power and rammed into a major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, destroying the span in a matter of seconds and plunging it into the river in a terrifying collapse. Six people were missing and presumed dead. (AP production by Javier Arciga) (Thumbnail image: Maxaar Technologies via AP)
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            Maryland Governor meets families of missing workers from Baltimore bridge collapse

        
        
            Authorities say all six workers missing after a Baltimore bridge collapsed Tuesday are presumed dead and the search for them has been suspended until Wednesday morning. (AP production by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Maryland Governor meets families of missing workers from Baltimore bridge collapse
Authorities say all six workers missing after a Baltimore bridge collapsed Tuesday are presumed dead and the search for them has been suspended until Wednesday morning. (AP production by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a view of the Francis Scott Key Bridge that was struck by a container ship in Baltimore, Md., on Tuesday, March 26, 2024. The container ship lost power and rammed into the major bridge causing the span to buckle into the river below. (Maxaar Technologies via AP)]
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[image: A Coast Guard cutter passes a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship his the bridge Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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A Coast Guard cutter passes a cargo ship that is stuck under the part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship his the bridge Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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[image: Rear Adm. Shannon Gilreath, commander of the Fifth Coast Guard District, speaks in Dundalk, Md., on Tuesday, March 26, 2024, as officials announce that all six workers missing after a Baltimore bridge collapsed are presumed dead and the search for them has been suspended until Wednesday morning. Officials said that the search and rescue mission was transitioning to one of search and recovery. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge as night falls on Tuesday, March 26, 2024, as seen from Sparrows Point, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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A container ship rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge as night falls on Tuesday, March 26, 2024, as seen from Sparrows Point, Md. The ship rammed into the major bridge in Baltimore early Tuesday, causing it to collapse in a matter of seconds and creating a terrifying scene as several vehicles plunged into the chilly river below. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        A cargo ship rammed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Bridge, causing the span to collapse and presumably killing six construction workers. On Wednesday, a day after the early-morning crash, officials with the National Transportation Safety Board boarded the ship and planned to recover information from its electronics and paperwork while divers searched for the bodies of workers who were still missing.
Here's what we know so far about the collapse:
WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENED?
The operators of the Dali cargo ship issued a mayday call early Tuesday that the vessel had lost power moments before the crash, but the ship still headed toward the span at "a very, very rapid speed," Maryland Gov. Wes Moore said.
The 985-foot-long (300-meter-long) vessel struck one of the 1.6-mile (2.6-kilometer) bridge's supports, causing the span to break and fall into the water within seconds. The U.S. Coast Guard said Wednesday that the ship underwent "routine engine maintenance" in the port before it lost power.

    


Six construction workers were filling potholes on the bridge when the crash happened. Divers recovered the bodies of two and the other four are presumed dead. Jeffrey Pritzker, executive vice president of Brawner Builders, said they were working in the middle of the span when it came apart.




An inspection of the Dali last June at a port in Chile identified a problem with the ship's "propulsion and auxiliary machinery," according to Equasis, a shipping information system. The deficiency involved gauges and thermometers, but the website's online records didn't elaborate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The most recent inspection listed for the Dali was conducted by the U.S. Coast Guard in New York in September. The "standard examination" didn't identify any deficiencies, according to the Equasis data.
The ship was moving at 8 knots, which is roughly 9 mph (15 kph).
Given the vessel's massive weight, it struck the bridge support with significant force, said Roberto Leon, a Virginia Tech engineering professor.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: What we know about the Baltimore bridge collapse.
    

    
    
    At a news conference, NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy says they will be looking at the bridge structure.

    


    


"The only way the post can resist it is by bending," Leon said. "But it cannot absorb anywhere near the energy that this humongous ship is bringing. So it's going to break."
Last June, federal inspectors rated the 47-year-old bridge in fair condition. But the structure did not appear to have pier protection to withstand the crash, experts said. 
"If a bridge pier without adequate protection is hit by a ship of this size, there is very little that the bridge could do," Leon said. 
Federal and state investigators have said the crash appears to have been an accident.
HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE MISSING? 
Two people who were on the bridge were rescued. The bodies of four of the six construction workers were still missing Thursday. Searchers recovered the bodies of 35-year-old Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes and 26-year-old Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera on Wednesday. They were in a red pickup truck submerged in about 25 feet (7.6 meters) of water.
The construction workers came to the Maryland area from Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, according to diplomats from those countries.
One worker, 38-year-old Maynor Yassir Suazo Sandoval, came to the U.S. from Honduras nearly two decades ago and was described by his brother as an entrepreneurial and hard-working husband and father of two. And El Salvador's foreign minister, Alexandra Hill Tinoco, posted Wednesday on X that one Salvadoran citizen, Miguel Luna, was among the missing workers.

    


Some vehicles that had been on the span seemed to escape with just seconds before it collapsed, and police believe the construction workers and the two people who were rescued were the only people who went into the water.
The ship is owned by Singapore-based Grace Ocean Private Ltd., which said all crew members, including the two pilots, were accounted for and there were no reports of injuries. 
The ship's warning enabled authorities to limit vehicle traffic on the span. Plus, the accident occurred at 1:30 a.m., long before the busy morning rush. The bridge carried an estimated 30,800 vehicles per day on average in 2019.
WHAT IMPACT COULD THIS HAVE? 
The collapse will almost surely create a logistical nightmare for months, if not years, in the region, shutting down ship traffic at the Port of Baltimore, a major shipping hub. The accident will also snarl cargo and commuter traffic.

    


The port is a major East Coast hub for shipping. The bridge spans the Patapsco River, which massive cargo ships use to reach the Chesapeake Bay and then the Atlantic Ocean. 
The Dali was headed from Baltimore to Colombo, Sri Lanka, and flying under a Singapore flag, according to data from Marine Traffic.
President Joe Biden said he expects the federal government to pick up the entire cost of rebuilding the bridge. Gov. Moore on Thursday asked the Biden administration for $60 million to pay for debris recovery and other initial costs.
The collapse, however, is not likely to have a big effect on worldwide trade because Baltimore is not a major port for container vessels, but the port's facilities are more important when it comes to goods such as farm equipment and autos, said Judah Levine, head of research for global freight booking platform Freightos.

    


Authorities must now handle a sheen in the water after some of the 56 containers onboard were breached. The ship was carrying hazardous materials such as corrosives, flammables and lithium ion batteries, according to the National Transportation Safety Board. Urgent safety recommendations could be issued over the course of the investigation, which might last from one to two years, NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy said.
Leon, the Virginia Tech professor, said lessons can be learned and improvements can be made following this disaster. For example, bridge cameras and sensors can be used to track when a cargo ship heads off course and communicate with traffic lights and gates at bridge entrances.
"I think that our mission now is to learn from this failure and learn at all levels," Leon said.
HOW OFTEN DOES THIS HAPPEN? 
From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collisions, with a total of 342 people killed, according to a 2018 report from the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure. 
Eighteen of those collapses happened in the United States. 
Among them were a 2002 incident in which a barge struck the Interstate 40 bridge over the Arkansas River at Webbers Falls, Oklahoma, sending vehicles plunging into the water. Fourteen people died and 11 were injured.
And in 2001, a tugboat and barge struck the Queen Isabella Causeway in Port Isabel, Texas, causing a section of the bridge to tumble 80 feet (24 meters) into the bay below. Eight people were killed.
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    [image: FILE - Jared Bornstein walks through brush while hunting Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Turner, Maine. Maine's highest court ruled Thursday, March 28, 2024, that the state's longstanding ban on Sunday hunting is constitutional. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Maine's highest court has ruled that the state's longstanding ban on Sunday hunting is constitutional.
The court considered a lawsuit that asked whether the ban on hunting game animals such as deer, turkey and moose on Sundays was still necessary. Maine is one of a dwindling number of states that restricts hunting on Sunday.
The lawsuit concerned a claim that the state's "right to food" amendment to its Constitution should allow hunters to pursue game on Sundays. The amendment was the first of its kind in the United States when it passed in 2021.
The Maine Supreme Judicial Court was not swayed by the argument. The court ruled Thursday that under the definition of poaching, the right to hunt "exists in situations in which hunting is otherwise legal but does not extend to situations in which hunting is illegal."
The court dismissed the complaint in a judgment that stated that "Maine's longstanding Sunday hunting ban does not conflict with the Maine Constitution."
Some 40 states have no prohibition on Sunday hunting. Maine and Massachusetts are the final states with full bans.
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    [image: FILE - Recent snowfall coats crosses at one of several memorials for the victims of last month's mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023. Maine lawmakers racing toward adjournment are going to consider a so-called ]
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Maine lawmakers racing toward adjournment are going to consider a so-called "red flag" law allowing family members to petition a judge for temporary removal of guns, thanks to an a 11th-hour bill introduced by the house leader.
House Speaker Rachel Talbot Ross, a Democrat, said it's important to reconsider the previously rejected proposal after a gunman killed 18 people last fall amid signs of deteriorating mental health. A competing bill by the Democratic governor would strengthen the state's existing crisis intervention tool, a so-called "yellow flag" law.
The new proposal, introduced three weeks before lawmakers adjourn, would allow family members to go directly to a judge to request that someone's guns be removed during a psychiatric crisis.
The state's current law requires police to start the process by taking someone into protective custody, initiating a case that eventually ends up before a judge. It went into effect in 2020 as a compromise, aimed at simplifying the process by letting police handle it, and an independent commission said it should've been used with the Lewiston gunman.

    


The speaker acknowledged the 11th-hour nature of her proposal but said her constituents have demanded it.




"This bill will ensure that those people who are a risk to themselves and others can receive the help they need, while preventing senseless acts of violence," Talbott Ross said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The red flag bill is among a number of proposals introduced in response to the Oct. 25 shootings at a bowling alley and at a bar and grill in Lewiston. The 40-year-old gunman, an Army reservist, was becoming paranoid and delusional, and was hospitalized while his reserve unit was training in New York. A fellow reservist warned that he might commit a mass shooting.
Gun control advocacy groups rallied around the new proposal on Thursday. A group founded by former congresswoman and shooting survivor Gabby Giffords said the measure would help prevent more mass shootings. Lawmakers "must look at every opportunity to strengthen Maine's gun safety laws and fulfill promises made to honor the lives lost in Lewiston with clear action," said Joe Platte, the group's state legislative manager.

    


It's important for the state to have a "true red flag law," said Lianna Holden, a volunteer leader with the Freeport High School Students Demand Action chapter. 
"The single most important thing we can do to prevent gun violence is take action before tragedy strikes," Holden said.
Maine Gov. Janet Mills has called for streamlining and strengthening the state's existing yellow flag law by allowing police to directly petition a judge to remove someone's guns, keeping police in the lead of the process. She's also called for boosting background checks for private sales of weapons and bolstering mental crisis care. Other proposals by Democratic leaders include a 72-hour waiting period for most gun purchases and a ban on bump stocks or other modifications that can transform a semiautomatic rifle into a machine gun.

    


The Maine Legislature already voted in favor of expanding mental health care in the aftermath of the shooting, but that bipartisan bill is on hold until funding questions are addressed. 
The proposed red flag law would allow a member of a person's family or household, as well as police, to petition for temporary confiscation of guns. A judge would be required to issue an extreme risk protection order on the same day of a determination that someone is "an immediate and present danger." A hearing would be required to extend the temporary order beyond 14 days.
Republican lawmakers previously accused Democrats of using the Lewiston tragedy to push past proposals rejected by lawmakers in a state that has a strong hunting tradition. They've also said the proposals could be unconstitutional, and aren't supported by the findings of a state panel that investigated the shootings.
That panel, which is still conducting its review, issued an interim report this month that said law enforcement had the ability to seize guns from shooter Robert Card under the state's existing laws. Card was found dead by suicide after the state's biggest manhunt.
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    [image: Maegan Ball stands for a portrait in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Cohasset Police Department, Maegan Ball, second right, stands with, from left, Officer Aaron Bates, Officer Alexander Stotik, and Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon in Cohasset, Mass., on Dec. 27, 2019. In 2018, the three officers confronted Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot-6-inch 25-year-old bodybuilder who was stabbing Ball, his date, so viciously that the walls were red with blood. While the officers were relieved to have saved her life, they also wrestled with the ramifications of killing Stelzer despite doing their best to avoid it. (Cohasset Police Department via AP)]
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[image: Maegan Ball poses for a portrait with her dog, Havok, in Saugus, Mass., on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. In December 2018, police were requested to make a wellness check on a man by his mother. Officers found him severely beating Ball. Erich Stelzer, 25, who Ball met on a dating app, had beaten her face until bones shattered, stabbed her with a knife, gouged her eyes and tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach. Two of the officers used their Tasers and managed to handcuff Stelzer as he thrashed on the floor. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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                                        COHASSET, Mass. (AP) -- Detective Lt. Gregory Lennon glimpsed at the modest duplex from his patrol car while waiting for backup that was seconds behind. This was a wellbeing check, among the most common calls in this quiet seaside town near Boston, but Lennon knew better than to go in alone.
Everything seemed quiet when Lennon stepped out of the cruiser and into the winter darkness to greet two arriving officers. The downstairs shades were up, lights on.
It was two days after Christmas 2018, and Lennon was supposed to be home with his family. When an officer called in sick, Lennon agreed to cover a night shift. After more than two decades in law enforcement, he knew staffing shortages come with the job.
It had been a slow night. Now a concerned mother wanted police to check on her 25-year-old son, who she said suffered from mental health challenges.

    


She was away and a neighbor called her to say he heard loud crashing noises coming from the house. Her son was not answering his phone.
The officers knocked on the front door but no one answered, so they found an unlocked sliding-glass door, and eased it open.




"Cohasset police," the officers said. "Erich, are you home?"
They were calling out for Erich Stelzer, a 6-foot, 6-inch bodybuilder who liked to post workout videos online.
That's when Lennon heard the cry for help that changed his life.
"He's killing me," a woman screamed. "Help me, he's killing me!"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The officers dashed to an upstairs bedroom. The door was locked. Lennon kicked it in.
The walls looked like they had been painted with blood. Stelzer was on the floor, soaked in red and holding a woman in a headlock with a piece of broken glass to her throat. Both were naked. Her body was so battered Lennon wondered if she was still alive.
She was, but barely. In that moment, 24-year-old Maegan Ball figured she was seconds from death. She'd met Stelzer on a dating app. Now he was convinced that Ball was the devil, and that she had killed his mother and sister. It was her turn to die.

    


Stelzer had beaten her face until bones shattered, tried to drive a wooden stake into her stomach, stabbed her with a knife and shards of glass, and gouged her eye.
"A murder in progress," Lennon thought.
"You're very quickly contemplating whether you're going to have to use deadly force," he recalled.
Ball was willing herself to stay conscious. Suddenly, she heard a voice: "Crawl to me."
Somehow, she still doesn't know how, Ball slipped away from Stelzer. She couldn't see through the blood in her eyes, but she followed the voices.
Keep crawling, Lennon pleaded. He kept his pistol sights on Stelzer, who was growling and screaming, "I am God." The other two officers holstered their guns and drew their Tasers.
As Stelzer moved toward the officers, one fired his Taser, and its darts lodged in the man's skin. The second officer also fired his Taser. They shocked Stelzer multiple times as he thrashed on the floor, dislodging the darts. During his autopsy, a piece of Taser wire was still clenched in his fist.

    


Finally, Lennon saw an opportunity to handcuff Stelzer with his hands in front. It wasn't ideal, but would have to do. Soon, Stelzer was barely breathing. The officers and medics labored to revive him. They couldn't.
Stelzer is one of more than 1,000 people who died over a decade after police used common use-of-force tactics that, unlike guns, are meant to stop people without killing them, according to an investigation led by The Associated Press. In some cases, police used overwhelming force even though someone posed little threat. In others, like with Stelzer, officers faced extreme violence and still tried to keep everyone alive.
The officers weren't the only ones who had tried to save Stelzer. His family had, too.
Stelzer struggled with his mental health and used marijuana, alcohol, and took Adderall, an amphetamine used to treat attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder, a relative told an investigator. He had also injected himself with steroids or testosterone, according to the district attorney's report.

    


Just two days before he died, Stelzer experienced a crisis at a family Christmas gathering, where he ranted incoherently about good and evil, and the beheading of a French president.
His sister followed him to a gas station and summoned an ambulance. Stelzer refused treatment, and his symptoms were not severe enough to force him to get help.
The family's last hope was an "intervention specialist" to coax him into a treatment facility in Florida. The intervention was expected a day or two after Stelzer's fatal encounter.
He had not suggested he was planning to hurt someone else, but Stelzer's family was concerned he would harm himself.
"We knew that he was very sick and we were very worried about the potential for something bizarre happening, which is why we were frantically trying to get him help," his sister, Gretchen Stelzer, said. Stelzer's family remembers him as a kind and loving child overcome by mental health challenges as an adult.

    


She said the officers "did what they had to do to protect themselves."
The medical examiner's office said Stelzer died from a combination of a heart problem, the altercation, Taser shocks and amphetamine. Stimulants, particularly methamphetamine and cocaine, were the most common drugs used by the people who died in other cases analyzed by AP and its partners at the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism.
Days after the attack, the officers paid a cathartic visit to Ball in the hospital.
"They said they just wanted to see me and make sure I was OK," Ball recalled. She suspected it was "kind of to help them, too."
Ball's long recovery included reconstructive facial surgeries. She met with the officers a year later and formed a bond. Ball and her husband run Dogs of War, a business that breeds and trains canines for protection.
The officers were placed on leave, standard procedure when police are involved in deaths. The district attorney investigated and cleared the officers, saying they would have been justified in shooting Stelzer.
Lennon remains proud they did not. Still, he cannot shake the memories of that night. The mayhem lasted minutes. The memories linger.
"It's a profound realization to contemplate having been involved in someone's death, especially when that was not your intention," Lennon said. "We did the best that we could do."
___
Editor's note: The information in this story is based on a 157-page report from the district attorney's office and interviews with Lennon, Ball, Cohasset Police Chief William Quigley and Stelzer's sister, Gretchen Stelzer.
___
Mohr reported from Jackson, Mississippi. Jennifer McDermott in Providence, Rhode Island, and Patty Nieberg in Denver contributed.
___
This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes the Lethal Restraint interactive story, database and the documentary, "Documenting Police Use Of Force," premiering April 30 on PBS.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Dash camera video released Thursday by a Texas school district shows the moment a cement truck veered into oncoming traffic, hitting a school bus carrying more than 40 pre-K students returning from a zoo field trip.
The deadly collision on March 22 sends the bus rolling over on a rural highway outside Austin. The video released by the Hays Consolidated Independent School District shows papers from the bus strewn across the road and other drivers leaving their cars to race toward the bus.
A 5-year-old boy aboard the bus and a driver in another vehicle were killed. Others aboard the bus were airlifted to hospitals or transported by ambulances.
Eleven adults were also aboard the bus. 
The crash remains under investigation. Authorities have not said how fast the vehicles were traveling. 
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    [image: In this image from Birmingham Police Department body-camera video, Carl Grant sits on the porch of a stranger's home in Birmingham, Ala., after police were called there on Feb. 2, 2020. Grant, a Vietnam War veteran with dementia, went out to shop for groceries near his suburban Atlanta home but became disoriented and ended up driving over two hours away. Police were called when he tried to get inside houses in Birmingham that he thought were his. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)]
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[image: This family photo shows Carl Grant, his partner, Ronda Hernandez, and their dog, Charlie, at the house they shared in Conyers, Ga., in 2019. After Grant's dementia diagnosis, they moved from California to Georgia, to be near his brother and sister. (Michael Hernandez via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - This Nov. 3, 2014 file photo shows the West Virginia Capitol with its dome framed by turning sugar maples leaves in Charleston, W.Va. West Virginia's unemployed workers will need to do more to prove they are searching for jobs to collect state benefits under a new law that will take effect next year. (Tom Hindman/Charleston Gazette-Mail via AP, File)]
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's unemployed people will need to do more to prove they are searching for jobs to collect state benefits under a new law that will take effect later this year.
A controversial bill passed by the GOP-majority Legislature on the final day of the 60-day legislative session went into law without Republican Gov. Jim Justice's signature Thursday. Justice did not comment on why he didn't sign or veto the bill before the midnight deadline.
The legislation contains provisions that will go into effect July 1 requiring that people receiving unemployment benefits in the state must complete at least four work-search activities a week. Those activities could include applying for jobs or taking a civil service examination. 
The law also freezes the rates people receiving unemployment benefits are paid at the current maximum of $622 a week, instead of a system adjusting with inflation. People also would be able to work part time while receiving unemployment and searching for full-time work. Current average benefits are around $420 a week.

    


Those in support of the measure said they were concerned about the long-term solvency of the state's unemployment trust fund. Others said the fund is doing well and that they didn't understand why the move was necessary.




Speaking on the House floor March 9, Democratic Del. Shawn Fluharty said he didn't like the message the legislation sends. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Here we are, just year in and year out, finding ways to chip away at who actually built this state: the blue-collar worker," Fluharty said.
The legislation ultimately passed was a compromise between the House of Delegates and the Senate. An earlier version of the bill passed by the Senate would have drawn back benefit coverage from 26 to 24 weeks.
Under the Senate bill, an unemployed person would have started by receiving weekly checks amounting to $712 -- an increase from the current maximum rate of $662 -- or 70% of their original wage. Those checks would have been reduced by 5% every four weeks until the fourth sixth-week period, when the checks would amount to 45% of a person's original wage. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City officials announced a pilot program on Thursday to deploy portable gun scanners in the subway system, part of an effort to deter violence underground and to make the system feel safer.
The scanners will be introduced in certain stations after a legally mandated 90-day waiting period, Mayor Eric Adams said.
"Keeping New Yorkers safe on the subway and maintaining confidence in the system is key to ensuring that New York remains the safest big city in America," said Adams, who also announced a plan to send additional outreach workers into subway stations to try to get people with mental health issues who are living in the system into treatment.
Adams said officials would work to identify companies with expertise in weapons detection technology and that after the waiting period the scanners would be instituted in some subway stations "where the NYPD will be able to further evaluate the equipment's effectiveness."

    


The scanner that Adams and police officials introduced during Thursday's news conference in a lower Manhattan station came from Evolv, a publicly traded company that has been accused of doctoring the results of software testing to make its scanners appear more effective than they are.




Jerome Greco, supervising attorney of the digital forensics unit at the Legal Aid Society, said gun detection systems can trigger false alarms and cause panic. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This Administration's headstrong reliance on technology as a panacea to further public safety is misguided, costly, and creates significant invasions of privacy," Greco said in a news release.
Adams said the city would perform its own analysis of the scanners' accuracy.
"People may have had bad experiences with this technology," Adams, a former transit police officer, said. "What we witnessed, it's living up to our expectations. And we're going to do an analysis and determine, hey is it living up to our expectations."

    


City officials did not say exactly where the scanners would be installed. The device they demonstrated at the Fulton Street station beeped after brief delay when a police officer with a holstered gun went through but was silent when officers carrying cellphones and other electronic devices passed through.
The scanner announcement came days after a fatal shove in an East Harlem subway station on Monday once again brought the issue of subway safety to the forefront.
Also on Monday, New York City officials announced a plan to send 800 more police officers into the subway system to crack down on fare evasion.
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                    As Kansas prepares to ban gender-affirming care for minors, some students at the state's largest university are trying to counter Republican efforts to roll back transgender rights, by pushing to make the school a haven for trans young people. (AP Video: Nick Ingram, John Hanna)
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    [image: University of Kansas students, Chris Raithel, from left, Jenna Bellemere and Raine Flores-Pena, share a light moment outside the university's Memorial Union after an interview, Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. The students are part of a push to get administrators to add transgender rights language to university policies. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: In this photo from Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, high school students and their sponsors rally for LGBTQ+ rights at the Kansas Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Republican legislators are close to enacting a ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors over Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly's veto. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Sens. Brenda Dietrich, left, R-Topeka, and Carolyn McGinn, right, R-Sedgwick, confer before a vote on a proposed ban on gender-affirming care for minors, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. McGinn opposes the proposal, but Dietrich's backing of it after she opposed a ban in 2023 gave the measure a two-thirds majority supporters would need to override an expected veto from Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Transgender University of Kansas senior Jenna Bellemere speaks with fellow students outside the university's Memorial Union after an interview, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. Bellemere says she's hoping that university administrators add pro-transgender rights language to policies to counter the negative messages from legislators rolling back transgender rights. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: University of Kansas junior Chris Raithel pauses while speaking with fellow students outside the university's Memorial Union, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. Raithel, who is non-binary, spent months drafting a proposal approved by the university's Student Senate, asking administrators to add pro-transgender rights language to the school's student rights code. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: University of Kansas junior Raine Flores-Pena talks to fellow students outside the university's Memorial Union with a statue of the college's Jayhawk mascot in the background, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. Flores-Pena is transgender and an LGBTQ+ rights activist who works at the university's Center for Sexuality and Gender Diversity. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Sen. Mark Steffen, R-Hutchinson, explains his vote in favor of a proposed ban on gender-affirming care for minors, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. The measure has passed with the two-thirds majorities necessary to override an expected veto from Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Small flags promoting transgender rights sit on the Kansas House chamber desks of, state Rep. Jarrod Ousley, D-Merriam, left, and Allison Hougland, D-Olathe, right, following the House's session, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Both lawmakers oppose a proposed ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Boog Highberger, D-Lawrence, ponders the House's support for a proposed ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors after urging his colleagues to vote against it, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Lawrence is home to the main University of Kansas campus, where students are pushing the college to add transgender rights language to their policies. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) -- With Kansas poised to ban gender-affirming care for minors, college students are trying counter Republican efforts to roll back transgender rights by pushing the state's largest university to declare itself a haven for trans youth.
The GOP-controlled Legislature approved its proposed ban on puberty blockers, hormone treatments and surgeries for minors Wednesday, apparently with the two-thirds majorities in both chambers needed to override an expected veto from Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly. Kansas would join 24 other states in banning or restricting gender-affirming care for minors, the latest being Wyoming last week. 
But the week before -- when a ban already appeared likely -- the Student Senate on the University of Kansas' main campus overwhelmingly approved a proposal to add transgender rights policies to the school's code of student rights. The proposal asks administrators to affirm the students' right "to determine their own identities," direct staff to use their preferred names and pronouns and commit to updating student records to reflect their gender identities. Administrators have not formally responded.

    


The university's hometown of Lawrence, between Kansas City and the state capital of Topeka, already has a reputation for being more liberal than the rest of the Republican-leaning state. But students involved with the transgender rights proposal said it's urgent now to show that the university will advocate for LGBTQ youth despite a Legislature they see as hostile. 




"The people in charge have made the decision to support some things that are really cruel and unnecessary and unjustifiable," Jenna Bellemere, a 21-year-old transgender senior, said of lawmakers. "It's students and the younger generation who have to kind of step up and say, no, we don't think that that's OK and fight back against it."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republicans in Kansas have been part of a multi-year and nationwide push by GOP lawmakers to roll back transgender rights. Last year, they overrode Kelly vetoes of measures ending the state's legal recognition of transgender residents' gender identities and banning transgender women and girls from female K-12 and college sports.

    


Six months ago, lawsuits by conservative GOP Attorney General Kris Kobach forced Kelly's administration to stop changing the listing for "sex" on transgender people's birth certificates and driver's licenses.
Chris Raithel, a non-binary University of Kansas junior, was among those who worked on drafting the Student Senate proposal since last fall. Their goal wasn't to create a confrontation between the university and the Legislature that could fuel a budget-cutting backlash, they said, "but we do think it would be a great service to the trans students at the university if these protections were in university policy and students would see that they are understood and that they're protected."
Republicans have pushed for a ban even though trans youth, families and medical providers in Kansas opposed it. The move also goes against the recommendation of major American medical groups, though the National Health Service of England recently said it no longer would routinely cover puberty blockers and hormone treatment for minors.

    


Senate President Ty Masterson, a Wichita-area Republican, described his chamber's approval as a firm stand against "radical transgender ideology."
Several doctors are among the legislators backing the Kansas measure, arguing that they're protecting children from potentially irreversible medical treatments with long-term health effects. 
"The bias, as some people call it, is predicated on fear -- fear of the unknown -- and there is still a lot that we don't know about what we're embarking on, particularly with minors," said state Republican state Rep. John Eplee, a doctor from the state's northeastern corner. "This is not meant to be hateful or hurtful."
Republican Sen. Mark Steffen, a central Kansas anesthesiologist and pain-management doctor, suggested the proposed ban would protect "troubled children" from "wayward parents and a wayward health care system."

    


GOP legislators approved a proposed ban last year but couldn't override Kelly's veto. This year, supporters saw a net gain of 12 votes in the House to reach the necessary two-thirds majority there.
In the state Senate, supporters were one vote shy last year but picked it up Wednesday from Republican Sen. Brenda Dietrich, of Topeka, a former local school superintendent. She switched because this year backers added a provision that would give doctors until the end of the year to move patients off puberty blockers or hormone treatments.
Dietrich's voice shook as she explained her decision to colleagues Wednesday evening, saying it was a difficult vote. She said she'd worried about the potential harm of cutting off treatments suddenly but has always agreed with people in her GOP-leaning district, who "overwhelmingly" oppose gender-affirming surgeries for minors.

    


"Their anger regarding physicians and parents allowing surgeries on children is palpable," she said. 
Even supporters of the ban have acknowledged that Kansas doctors do few gender-affirming surgeries for minors. Young transgender adults have said in interviews that they've gone through months -- sometimes several years -- of therapy, puberty blockers and hormone treatments first.
And critics of a ban said the provision allowing a gradual withdrawal of treatments that reduce the risk of suicide, while potentially better medically than an abrupt end, doesn't prevent harm to the physical and mental health of transgender youth.
"Minors and their families are already facing significant emotional turmoil from facing these hateful bills year after year," Amanda Mogoi, an advanced practice registered nurse from Wichita who's provided such treatments for eight years, said in an email. "They will not want to stop their life-saving medications."
While the measure would ban treatments only for people under 18 years old, the college students behind the University of Kansas proposal still see it as a threat to them, in part because they don't expect GOP lawmakers to stop there. During the House debate Wednesday, health committee Chair Brenda Landwehr suggested that Kansas should consider extending the ban to people in their early 20s. 
"If I could ban this until a child's brain fully developed, I would do that in a heartbeat," said Landwehr, a Wichita Republican.
Bellemere said that even without a broader ban, doctors might stop treating young transgender adults, fearing lawsuits or other legal problems.
Another transgender University of Kansas student, Raine Flores-Pena, a junior and LGBTQ+ rights activist working at the school's Center for Sexuality & Gender Diversity, said some friends transferred to other universities after Kansas legislators ended the state's legal recognition of their gender identities. But he began his transition after moving to Lawrence in 2018, and describes himself as very stubborn.
"I don't want to get kicked out of my own home," he said.
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    [image: FILE - The Merrimack Station in Bow, N.H., is seen in this Jan. 20, 2015 file photo. New England's last coal plant will permanently stop operating in 2028 under a settlement agreement signed Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jim Cole, files)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- The last coal-fired power plant in New England, which had been the focus of a lawsuit and protests, is set to close in a victory for environmentalists. 
Granite Shore Power said Wednesday it reached an agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency to close the Merrimack Station in New Hampshire by June 2028. As part of the deal, the company said the site will be turned into the state's first renewable energy park that host solar power and battery storage systems. The company also said it would shutter Schiller Station in Portsmouth in December 2025. That facility, which is permitted to use oil, coal and biomass, has not operated for several years. 
"From our earliest days as owners and operators, we have been crystal clear; while our power occasionally is still on during New England's warmest days and coldest nights, we were firmly committed to transitioning our facilities away from coal and into a newer, cleaner energy future," Jim Andrews, CEO of Granite Shore Power, said in a statement. "By pursuing and ultimately entering into this voluntary agreement with the EPA, we are keeping that commitment."

    


The 460-megawatt station in Bow has long been a thorn in the side of environmental groups. Most recently, the Sierra Club and the Conservation Law Foundation filed a lawsuit against plant owners, alleging it was violating the Clean Water Act. The plant was owned by Eversource until 2018, when it was sold to Connecticut-based Granite Shore Power. Both were named as defendants.




The environmental groups claimed the plant draws about 287 million gallons (1.1 billion liters) of water per day from the Merrimack River, heats that water as a result of its cooling process, and then discharges the water back into the river at temperatures that often exceed 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Climate activists also protested the plant and demanded its closure over concerns it is a major source of air pollution. In one incident, climate activists last year paddled canoes and kayaks down the Merrimack River to the plant site and were arrested after going onto the property.

    


"This historic victory is a testament to the strength and resolve of those who never wavered in the fight for their communities and future," Ben Jealous, Sierra Club Executive Director, said in a statement. "The people of New Hampshire and all of New England will soon breathe cleaner air and drink safer water."
The Sierra Club said the announcement will make New Hampshire the 16th state that is coal-free and New England the second coal-free region in the country. Still, a majority of the region's energy comes from natural gas. The main ingredient in natural gas is methane, a potent greenhouse gas that contributes significantly to global warming.
"Today's announcement is the culmination of years of persistence and dedication from people across New England who knew coal was a dirty, expensive, and unreliable source of energy that would cut people's lives short, and that a better way was possible for our economy, for our health, and for our planet," said Gina McCarthy, Bloomberg Philanthropies Senior Advisor and former White House National Climate Advisor. "I am wicked proud to be from New England today and every day."
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    [image: FILE - Adam Montgomery enters the courtroom for jury selection ahead of his murder trial at Hillsborough County Superior Court in Manchester, N.H, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. Spurred to act by Montgomery's murder trial, the New Hampshire House on Thursday, March 28, passed legislation that would require people charged with serious crimes to appear in court for verdicts and sentencing hearings. (David Lane/Union Leader via AP, Pool)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- Spurred to act by a recent murder case, the New Hampshire House voted Thursday to require those charged with serious crimes to be present when they learn their fate.
Under the federal rules of criminal procedure, defendants are allowed to be absent from the courtroom in non-capital cases if they so choose after a trial has begun. Adam Montgomery took that option last month when he was convicted of killing his 5-year-old daughter, Harmony. While prosecutors are seeking an order requiring him to appear for sentencing, nothing in current law compels it.
That would change for future cases under a bill the House sent to the Senate. As originally drafted, the bill would have required defendants charged with crimes punishable by incarceration of at least 15 years to appear in court for their entire trials as well as sentencing hearings. But opponents argued that only those who have been convicted should be required to appear.

    


"This could be used to weaponize the court process for someone who's been accused of a crime but not found guilty," said Rep. J.R. Hoell, a Republican from Dunbarton.




The amended version of the bill would require defendants to be present for the reading of verdicts and at sentencing hearings.
"If the jury spends the time to hear this case, the defendant should take the time to go in to respect that jury and hear their verdict. And he darn sure should show up for his sentencing," said Rep. Terry Roy, a Republican from Deerfield.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Roy cosponsored the legislation with Rep. Steve Shurtleff, a Democrat from Penacook, who spoke about the Montgomery case at a public hearing earlier this month. Montgomery, who was convicted of second- degree murder, abuse of a corpse and other charges, was accused of killing Harmony in 2019 and then hiding and moving her body for months. Her remains have not been found.
Prosecutors have asked a judge to require Montgomery to appear at his sentencing hearing in May to face the girl's family and loved ones, Shurtleff said.
"And when I hear that phrase, Harmony Montgomery's loved ones, I feel that includes all of us, too, the citizens of New Hampshire," he said.
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                                        LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) -- Malcolm X has garnered the recognition many have sought for his contributions to the civil rights movement in the conservative Midwest state where he was born, after years of being rejected as too controversial to be honored. 
The Nebraska Legislature on Thursday passed a bill to recognize the civil rights icon every May 19, the day Malcolm X was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1925. The legislation falls short of declaring the day a state holiday, which was introduced in a bill by Omaha Sen. Terrell McKinney -- one of two Black members of the Nebraska Legislature. McKinney's bill failed to gain traction mainly because of objections to the projected cost of more than $500,000 a year to declare a state holiday. That cost comes from holiday pay for state workers.
Instead, McKinney added an amendment to a bill that declares Oct. 17 as Missing Persons Day. The amendment recognizes May 19 as El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, Malcolm X Day, to allow Nebraska schools to hold exercises to recognize the civil rights icon.

    


The day of recognition comes in the same year that a ceremony will be held in May to observe Malcolm X's induction into the Nebraska Hall of Fame. During that ceremony, a bronze bust created by Lincoln artist Nathan Murray will be unveiled and displayed among the busts of other inductees in the halls of the Nebraska State Capitol.




"Malcolm X is one of the most fundamentally misunderstood people in American history," McKinney said last year during a committee hearing on his bill. "And perhaps the stigma around him would be extinguished if his achievements and contributions were recognized."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Malcolm X was selected last year as the newest inductee into the Nebraska Hall of Fame, making him the state's first Black honoree. His selection came 15 years after being rejected as too controversial.
Born the son of a Baptist preacher, Malcolm Little was still a baby when he and his family left for Milwaukee after threats from the Ku Klux Klan. 

    


At 20, he was convicted of burglary in Boston and sentenced to nearly seven years in prison, where he converted to Islam and later changed his name. He emerged as a fiery Nation of Islam minister with a message that Black people should cast off white oppression "by any means necessary," before later splitting from the Nation of Islam and renouncing racial separatism. 
He was assassinated in Manhattan's Audubon Ballroom by gunmen who opened fire during a speaking engagement.
The firebrand was first nominated for Nebraska's Hall of Fame in 2004, but passed over by a commission made up solely of white men who instead selected a mid-1900s U.S. senator who made a name for himself with his campaign to remove gay men from government posts in the 1940s and 1950s. The pick of Sen. Kenneth Wherry was later nixed because of an open-meetings violation.
Malcolm X was passed over again in 2007 for little-known botanist Charles Bessey.
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                                        NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) -- Four former Connecticut police officers arrested for allegedly mistreating a man who wound up paralyzed in the back of a police van in 2022 were denied bids Thursday to enter a program that could have erased criminal charges against them and possibly let them avoid trial.
A judge in New Haven Superior Court rejected the former officers' applications for accelerated rehabilitation, citing the seriousness of Richard "Randy" Cox's injuries. The program, generally for first-time offenders accused of low-level crimes, requires successfully completing probation. "The resulting injuries to the victim are of such a serious nature that the court feels that precludes participation in the program," Judge Gerald Harmon said.
The four former New Haven officers, Oscar Diaz, Betsy Segui, Ronald Pressley and Luis Rivera, were charged with misdemeanors of negligent cruelty to persons and reckless endangerment. All four, whose cases were continued until May 9, declined to comment after the hearing. 

    


A fifth officer, Jocelyn Lavandier, faces the same charges, but was not at Thursday's hearing as her case was postponed until May. She also applied for the probation program.




Cox, now 38, was left paralyzed from the chest down June 19, 2022, when a police van he was riding in braked hard to avoid a collision with a car, sending him head-first into a metal partition. His hands were cuffed behind his back and the van had no seat belts. Cox had been arrested on charges of threatening a woman with a gun, which were later dismissed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I can't move. I'm going to die like this. Please, please, please help me," Cox said minutes after the crash, according to police video.
Diaz, the officer driving the van, stopped and checked on Cox, according to police reports. Diaz called for emergency medical staff and told them to meet him at the police station, the reports said. 

    


Once at the station, officers mocked Cox and accused him of being drunk and faking his injuries, according to surveillance and body-worn camera footage. Officers dragged Cox from the van by his feet and placed him in a holding cell prior to his eventual transfer to a hospital. His family says officers may have exacerbated Cox's injuries by moving him around.
Lawyers for the officers argued Thursday that Cox's injuries happened before he got to the police station and they cited a medical opinion that they did not exacerbate the injuries after the fact.
Four of the five officers were fired last year. The fifth, Pressley, retired and avoided an internal affairs investigation. A state board in January overturned Diaz's firing, but the city is appealing that decision. After Thursday's ruling, their criminal cases will now move toward trial.
Cox's supporters, including his family and the NAACP, have criticized prosecutors for not bringing felony charges against the five officers. 
Supporters have compared his case to what happened to Freddie Gray, a Black man who died in 2015 in Baltimore after he suffered a spinal injury while handcuffed and shackled in a city police van. Cox is Black, and all five officers who were arrested are Black or Hispanic.

    


New Haven settled a lawsuit by Cox for $45 million.
Cox did not attend Thursday's hearing. His lawyer, Jack O'Donnell, said travel is complicated and painful for him.
After Cox was injured, city police announced reforms, including making sure all prisoners wear seat belts. The state Legislature last year approved a new law spurred by the Cox case that would require seat belts for all prisoners being transported in Connecticut.
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    [image: FILE - Shopping carts are parked outside a Home Depot in Philadelphia on Sept. 21, 2022. Home Depot is buying SRS Distribution, a materials provider for professionals, in a deal valued at approximately $18.25 billion. The home improvement retailer said Thursday, March 28, 2024, that the acquisition will help speed up its growth with the contractors. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        Home Depot will buy SRS Distribution, a materials provider for professionals, in a deal valued at approximately $18.25 billion including debt. 
It is Home Depot's largest acquisition in its history and with it, it steps more aggressively into the fast growing professional builder and contactor business. Retail sales that boomed during the pandemic have faded and the company has intensified its focus on the professional market for sales. 
SRS provides materials for professionals like roofers, landscapers and pool contractors. 
Home Depot is making a big bet on a housing market that is suffering a severe lack of new homes, which has driven prices sky high. The median sales price for new homes in the U.S. has climbed 29.4% over the past five years. In the fourth quarter, the median sales prices totaled $417,700, according to data from the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

    


The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by one-two punch of so few homes and sharp rise in mortgage rates. The overall decline in rates since their peak last fall has opened a tiny window for some, though a home remains out of reach for millions of Americans. 




Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year with homebuyers encouraged by that modest pullback in mortgage rates. 
With mortgage rates still high, millions of people are spending money on upkeep for the homes that they own, another financial driver for the Home Depot, SRS deal. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Home Depot said that when taking the deal into account, it now believes its total addressable market is approximately $1 trillion, an increase of approximately $50 billion.
"SRS has built a robust and successful platform that will accelerate our growth with the residential professional customer while presenting future opportunities with the specialty trade pro," Home Depot CEO Ted Decker said in a statement.

    


SRS's has a sales team of more than 2,500 and more than 760 branches across 47 states. It also has 4,000-plus truck fleet and jobsite delivery capabilities.
"We are looking forward to combining our differentiated assets and capabilities, including our extensive branch network, experienced sales team, robust trade credit offering, and order management system, geared at serving the complex project purchase occasion, with The Home Depot's competitive advantages," SRS CEO Dan Tinker said. "We believe this will enable us to better serve pros and continue growing in our large and highly fragmented market."
Tinker and his senior management team will continue to lead SRS, which is based in McKinney, Texas. 
The deal is expected to close by the end of fiscal 2024.
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    [image: U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas speaks during an interview, in Guatemala City, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Mayorkas said at a joint conference with the Guatemalan president, that a Texas law giving state authorities the power to arrest and deport migrants who have entered the country illegally is unconstitutional. (AP Photo/Santiago Billy)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson on Thursday indicated he will send articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas to the Senate shortly after Congress returns to Washington next month.
The Republican speaker said he would send the two articles on April 10. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer plans to swear in senators as jurors in the trial the next day, according to his office. The House impeached Mayorkas on a razor-thin party-line vote in February, but Johnson had delayed sending the articles of impeachment to the Senate while Congress addressed funding for the government.
Impeachment for Mayorkas, who would be the first Cabinet secretary to receive the punishment in nearly 150 years, is expected to quickly fizzle in the Democratic-controlled Senate. Republicans took the action against Mayorkas to rebuke his handling of the nation's southern border, but critics, including a few Republicans, say the House did not demonstrate that the Cabinet secretary's actions reached the Constitution's bar of high crimes and misdemeanors.

    


"House Republicans failed to present any evidence of anything resembling an impeachable offense," Schumer said after the House acted.




But Johnson argued in a statement that Mayorkas has "violated the public trust and willfully refused to follow federal immigration laws."
"He deserves to be impeached and the American people demand that those responsible for the border crisis be held accountable," Johnson said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, some GOP senators have expressed skepticism about the House argument, and a conviction is highly unlikely. Two-thirds of the Senate would have to vote to convict as opposed to the simple majority needed to impeach in the House. That means all Republicans as well as a substantial number of Democrats would have to vote to convict Mayorkas.
However, a comprehensive trial would allow Republicans to continue to hammer on the Biden administration's immigration policies. Johnson urged Schumer to hold "a full public trial" to show he cared about "ending the devastation caused by Biden's border catastrophe."
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    [image: FILE - Groundhog Club handler A.J. Dereume holds Punxsutawney Phil, the weather prognosticating groundhog, during the 138th celebration of Groundhog Day on Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutawney, Pa., Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club announced that Phil and his wife Phyllis, have become parents of two groundhog babies on Wednesday, March 27. Phil is credited by many with predicting whether an early spring is coming based on whether he sees his shadow on Feb. 2 each year. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)]
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                                        Now we know what Punxsutawney Phil, the groundhog who predicts whether an early spring will arrive each Feb. 2, does on the other 364 days.
The Pennsylvania group that handles Phil, and his groundhog wife, Phyllis, says the couple have become parents.
The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club said in a Facebook post Wednesday that Phyllis recently gave birth to two healthy babies. It did not specify their sex or give names for either one.
"We're pleased to announce that Punxsutawney Phil has had his first children; we believe there are two baby groundhogs and that Phil and Phyllis have started a family," Thomas Dunkel, president of a tuxedo-clad group called The Inner Circle that carries on the groundhog tradition each year, said at a news conference Wednesday. "We're pleased about it, and I talked to Phil with my cane, which lets me speak Groundhogese, and Phil could not be more excited that he started a family."

    


Dunkel said a club member discovered the babies Saturday when he came to feed their parents fruit and vegetables.
Phil emerges from his burrow each year the morning of Feb. 2. If he sees his shadow, tradition holds, there will be six more weeks of winter. This year, he did not see his shadow, heralding an early spring.




Although the best known, Phil is far from the only groundhog to try his hand at meteorology. There have been weather-predicting groundhogs in at least 28 U.S. states and Canadian provinces, and less formal celebrations far and wide.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Phil and Phyllis live in climate-controlled quarters at the Punxsutawney Memorial Library.
But like most growing families, they now need larger digs. The club plans to move them to a larger home on the library's grounds.
Like Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, Punxsutawney Phil comes with his own mythology, including the claim that he will live forever, due to imbibing some magic juice called "The Elixir Of Life." (His wife is not allowed to partake of the elixir, and thus, is not immortal. Where are groundhog suffragettes when they're truly needed?)

    


Given that the annual Groundhog Day ritual has been performed since 1887, that would place Phil in his late 130s, a procreational feat that puts Al Pacino, Robert De Niro and Mick Jagger to shame.
And what about the kids? Will they someday inherit the responsibility of predicting whether there will be six more weeks of winter? Will they have to spend their lives waiting for dad to shuffle off to that big burrow in the sky before they can inherit the throne?
Alas, no, Dunkel says. Because their father is immortal, there will always be only one of him.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are holding relatively steady Thursday as Wall Street coasts into the close of its latest winning month and quarter.
The S&P 500 was 0.1% higher in afternoon trading after setting an all-time high the day before. It's roared roughly 10% in this year's first three months. The only quarter that's been better in the last two years was the one that came just before.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 39 points, or 0.1%, as of 2:10 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite fell 0.1%. Both are also close to their records.
The stock market has been on a nearly unstoppable run since late October, with the S&P 500 heading for its fifth straight winning month. It's leaped as the U.S. economy has remained remarkably solid despite high interest rates meant to get inflation under control. And with inflation hopefully still cooling from its peak, the Federal Reserve has indicated it will likely cut interest rates several times later this year.

    


Conditions in financial markets could be shaky Thursday, though, as mutual funds and other big institutional investors look to make their last moves before they close their books on the first quarter.




The bond market will close early in the afternoon. Both it and the U.S. stock market will be closed on Friday for Good Friday.
In the bond market, Treasury yields held relatively steady following a couple reports on the economy. One said that the U.S. economy's growth in the final three months of last year was stronger than earlier estimated. Another one said fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week, the latest indication of a solid job market.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.20% from 4.19% late Wednesday. The yield on the two-year Treasury, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, rose to 4.62% from 4.57%.
The hope on Wall Street is still for the Federal Reserve to begin cutting its main interest rate in June. But progress on bringing inflation down has become bumpier recently, with reports this year coming in hotter than expected.

    


A top official at the Fed, Gov. Christopher Waller, said in a speech late Wednesday that "there is no rush to cut the policy rate" given such data. "Indeed, it tells me that it is prudent to hold this rate at its current restrictive stance perhaps for longer than previously thought to help keep inflation on a sustainable trajectory toward 2%."
On Wall Street, RH jumped 17.3% even though the retailer of home decor reported weaker profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It also indicated demand is trending upward, and it gave a revenue forecast for the upcoming year that was slightly above analysts' expectations.
Analysts said investors are ready to pounce on signs of a recovery in the housing market, with interest and mortgage rates expected to come down later this year. 
Chemours fell 9.3% despite reporting better results for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It gave a forecast for earnings before taxes and other items in the current quarter that was below analysts' expectations. The company also said its board has completed its internal reviews of accounting issues and found some weaknesses in its internal control over financial reporting. 
In stock markets abroad, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 slumped 1.5% amid speculation about whether Japanese officials will make moves to support the value of the Japanese yen.
Movements were more modest across much of the rest of Asia and Europe. 
___
AP Business Writer Elaine Kurtenbach contributed.
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                                        Caitlin Clark has been invited to participate in the USA Basketball national team training camp during the Final Four in Cleveland, contingent on Iowa's season being over.
The NCAA's Division I all-time scoring leader has earned three gold medals with USA Basketball junior teams, most recently as a member of the 2021 under-19 squad.
Clark, the likely No. 1 draft pick in the WNBA Draft on April 15 by the Indiana Fever, has been a ratings boon for college basketball. Nearly 5 million people watched the Hawkeyes second-round game against West Virginia on Saturday.
Five-time Olympic champion Diana Taurasi is one of nine former Olympians who will participate in the camp training camp from April 3-5. The others are Ariel Atkins, Chelsea Gray, Brittney Griner, Jewell Loyd, Kelsey Plum, Breanna Stewart, A'ja Wilson and Jackie Young.
Former WNBA Rookie of the Year winners Aliyah Boston and Rhyne Howard also will participate, along with Sabrina Ionescu and Shakira Austin.

    


The U.S. went 3-0 last month in a FIBA Women's Olympic Qualifying Tournament in Belgium. The Americans beat the host nation 81-79 on a last-second shot by Stewart. They went on to beat Nigeria and Senegal.


The Americans have won the gold in every Olympics since the 1996 Atlanta Games. They will face Belgium again in pool play at the Olympics. The Americans also will play Japan in a rematch from the gold-medal game of the Tokyo Olympics, as well as Germany.
The U.S. is expected to name its roster later this spring.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a speech on healthcare at an event in Raleigh, N.C., March 26, 2024. U.S. federal agencies must show their artificial intelligence tools aren't harming the public, or stop using them, under new rules unveiled by the White House on Thursday. Vice President Kamala Harris said government agencies that use AI tools will be required to verify that those tools do not endanger the rights and safety of the American people. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By MATT O'BRIEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        U.S. federal agencies must show that their artificial intelligence tools aren't harming the public, or stop using them, under new rules unveiled by the White House on Thursday.
"When government agencies use AI tools, we will now require them to verify that those tools do not endanger the rights and safety of the American people," Vice President Kamala Harris told reporters ahead of the announcement.
Each agency by December must have a set of concrete safeguards that guide everything from facial recognition screenings at airports to AI tools that help control the electric grid or determine mortgages and home insurance.
The new policy directive being issued to agency heads Thursday by the White House's Office of Management and Budget is part of the more sweeping AI executive order signed by President Joe Biden in October. 
While Biden's broader order also attempts to safeguard the more advanced commercial AI systems made by leading technology companies, such as those powering generative AI chatbots, Thursday's directive will also affect AI tools that government agencies have been using for years to help with decisions about immigration, housing, child welfare and a range of other services.

    


As an example, Harris said, "If the Veterans Administration wants to use AI in VA hospitals to help doctors diagnose patients, they would first have to demonstrate that AI does not produce racially biased diagnoses."




Agencies that can't apply the safeguards "must cease using the AI system, unless agency leadership justifies why doing so would increase risks to safety or rights overall or would create an unacceptable impediment to critical agency operations," according to a White House announcement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new policy also calls for two other "binding requirements," Harris said. One is that federal agencies must hire a chief AI officer with the "experience, expertise and authority" to oversee all of the AI technologies used by that agency, she said. The other is that each year, agencies must make public an inventory of their AI systems that includes an assessment of the risks they might pose.

    


Some rules exempt intelligence agencies and the Department of Defense, which is having a separate debate about the use of autonomous weapons.
Shalanda Young, the director of the Office of Management and Budget, said the new requirements are also meant to strengthen positive uses of AI by the U.S. government.
"When used and overseen responsibly, AI can help agencies to reduce wait times for critical government services, improve accuracy and expand access to essential public services," Young said.
The new oversight was applauded Thursday by civil rights groups, some of which have spent years pushing federal and local law enforcement agencies to curb the use of face recognition technology tied to wrongful arrests of Black men.
A September report by the U.S. Government Accountability Office reviewing seven federal law enforcement agencies, including the FBI, found that they cumulatively conducted more than 60,000 searches using face-scanning technology without first requiring sufficient staff training on how it works and how to interpret results. 
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- A Denver truck driver has been convicted of five counts of vehicular homicide for crashing a semi tractor-trailer into a sport utility vehicle carrying a Wyoming family in June 2022, killing all five of them.
A Weld County jury also convicted Jesus Puebla of five other counts on Wednesday, including reckless driving and not having a valid commercial driver's license, for the crash on Interstate 25 north of Denver, KUSA-TV reported.
Investigators say Puebla's truck was traveling 76 mph (122 kph) when it slammed into an SUV that was traveling about 6 mph (10 kph) due to backed up traffic. The truck also struck other vehicles, injuring another person. Puebla was not injured, court records said.
Puebla's attorney argued the company that owned the truck was at fault. Puebla testified that the brakes didn't work and he tried to downshift to slow the truck down. The Colorado State Patrol found the brakes were not working. 

    


Prosecutors argued that Puebla had been driving recklessly for miles before the crash and failed to notice that traffic had slowed. He should not have been driving with an expired license and a pre-trip inspection should have revealed the truck wasn't safe to drive, prosecutors said.
The crash killed Aaron Godines and Halie Everts of Gillette, Wyoming, and their 3-month-old daughter, Tessleigh Godines. Aaron Godines' parents, Emiliano and Christina Godines, were also killed.
Puebla's sentencing is set for June 21.
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- The South Carolina House has passed a bill to restrict diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives at public colleges and universities over the objections of Black lawmakers who said they weren't included in crafting the proposal.
The House's most conservative wing celebrated the bill passing 84-30 on Wednesday after Republicans voted to limit debate and prevent lawmakers from proposing any more changes. 
Democrats said the initiatives commonly called DEI are necessary to make sure schools meet the needs of increasingly diverse student populations -- and they called the bill another stand-in for fears of a woke bogeyman. Republicans said DEI programs try to solve problems caused by discrimination with more discrimination.
"Everyone can be treated equally regardless of their background or their beliefs in the state of South Carolina," said the primary sponsor of the bill Republican Rep. Tim McGinnis of Myrtle Beach.

    


But Black House members like Rep. Leon Howard said it's absurd to develop a bill that says everyone will be treated equally without including representation from the people it targets.




"We had no Black people involved in crafting this legislation so y'all don't know how we feel today. We feel some kind of way about that. We feel offended about that," said Howard, who has been in the House since 1995.
The Democrat owns his family's 70-year-old towing business and said he knows racism firsthand as bankers didn't mind financing a car but balked at signing loans for tow trucks because that could take money out of white businessmen's pockets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Howard rose to speak after a speech from Republican Rep. Adam Morgan of Taylors, whose highly conservative Freedom Caucus of about 16 members pushed for the bill after failing to remove state funding for what his group said were DEI projects.
"Discrimination was wrong in the past and it's wrong in the present," said Morgan, who is running for a U.S. House seat.

    


The bill bans colleges from considering DEI factors when deciding which students to accept or which people to hire. The bill does not define DEI.
The proposal allows universities to keep their DEI programs, but they will have to report to the General Assembly on how much they cost and how they resolved any complaints about them. It promises not to interfere with a school's applications for grants or accreditation, which sometimes require statements of compliance with federal anti-discrimination laws.
But just the idea of this bill will likely stifle discussions of diverse viewpoints and the continuing discrimination that shapes life in the U.S. today, said Democratic Rep. Kambrell Garvin of Blythewood, who is a lawyer and a former teacher.
"What this bill does is strangle any concept of diversity. It strangles the freedom to learn and teach. We refuse to stand by and simply accept that," Garvin said.
The proposal faces an uncertain future in the Senate. There are only six weeks left in the General Assembly's session and two of them will be taken up debating the state's $13.2 billion budget.

    


In statehouses across the U.S., Republicans and Democrats have been pushing opposing definitions of fairness and opportunity in education and state workplaces.
Democratic lawmakers in more than a dozen states are promoting more than 30 measures this year to require greater consideration of diversity, equity and inclusion. Republican state lawmakers have countered with more than 60 measures to prohibit or restrict it, according to an Associated Press analysis using the bill tracking software Plural.
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Former New Mexico state Rep. Sheryl Williams Stapleton is facing more federal charges related to allegations that she abused her position as an Albuquerque Public Schools administrator.
Williams Stapleton is accused of diverting money meant for vocational education at Albuquerque Public Schools to businesses and charities in which she had an interest. She also is accused of using her legislative position for personal benefit.
A grand jury indictment filed Tuesday in federal court alleges that Williams Stapleton helped funnel more than $3 million into a Washington, D.C.-based company she helped run, according to the Santa Fe New Mexican.
The newspaper said about $2.5 million of that money was in federal funds.
Williams Stapleton now is facing 30 federal counts including bribery, mail fraud and money laundering.
She has denied any wrongdoing and is scheduled to be arraigned April 9 on the federal charges.

    


Williams Stapleton still is awaiting trial on 28 state charges that include money laundering and racketeering.
The 66-year-old Democrat was a former majority floor leader who served in the state House from 1995 until her resignation in July 2021. She was fired by the Albuquerque school district that same year.




As coordinator for Albuquerque Public Schools' career and technical education program, the New Mexican said Williams Stapleton was in charge of administering public funds including federal funds for career training.
The federal indictment states that from about 2013 to 2021, she approved payments of invoices totaling about $3.2 million to the contractor with the school district's payments mailed to a post office box in Albuquerque.
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    [image: FILE - FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried, center left, is escorted out of Magistrate Court following a hearing in Nassau, Bahamas, Dec. 19, 2022. Bankman-Fried, charged with a host of financial crimes, was arrested in the Bahamas on Dec. 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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                                        Sam Bankman-Fried went from cryptocurrency golden boy to the face of the industry's collapse. The founder and former CEO of the massive cryptocurrency exchange FTX was sentenced to 25 years in prison Thursday after being convicted of fraud for stealing at least $10 billion from customers and investors. The collapse of one of the largest crypto exchanges in the world shook the digital currency world and sent prices plunging. 
Here is a timeline of how it happened.
2022
Nov. 2: Coindesk reports Alameda Reseach, Bankman-Fried's cryptocurrency trading firm, holds a large amount of FTT, a token issued by FTX, suggesting the finances of the two are intertwined and Alameda faces a cash crunch. The report spooks participants in the crypto market. 
Nov. 6: Rival cryptocurrency exchange Binance announces that the firm plans to sell all its holdings in FTT. The price of FTT tanks.

    


Nov. 8: Binance CEO Changpeng Zhao said his company had signed a letter of intent to buy FTX because the smaller exchange was experiencing a "significant liquidity crunch." That deal would be contingent, however, on a look at the books at FTX. The price for bitcoin tumbles 13%.




Nov. 9: Cryptocurrency prices plunge and after getting a closer look at the finances of FTX, Binance retreated and said there would be no acquisition. "In the beginning, our hope was to be able to support FTX's customers to provide liquidity, but the issues are beyond our control or ability to help," Binance said in a statement. Bitcoin prices drop another 14%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nov. 10: Cryptocurrency lender BlockFi announced it is "not able to do business as usual" and was pausing client withdrawals as a result of FTX's implosion.
Nov. 11: FTX files for Chapter 11 and Bankman-Fried resigns. John Ray III, a long-time bankruptcy litigator who is best known for having to clean up the mess made after the collapse of Enron, is named the new CEO. 

    


In its bankruptcy filing, FTX listed more than 130 affiliated companies around the globe. The company valued its assets between $10 billion to $50 billion, with a similar estimate for its liabilities. Bitcoin falls 10%.
Nov. 17: Ray gives a damning description of FTX's operations under Bankman-Fried, from a lack of security controls to business funds being used to buy employees homes and luxuries.
Nov. 30: As part of a media blitz, Bankman-Fried tells New York Time's Andrew Ross-Sorkin, "Look, I screwed up," and didn't knowingly misuse clients' funds.
Dec. 12: Bankman-Fried is arrested in the Bahamas, where FTX is headquartered. 
Dec. 13: The U.S. government charges Bankman-Fried with a host of financial crimes, alleging he intentionally deceived customers and investors to enrich himself and others, while playing a central role in the company's multibillion-dollar collapse.
Federal prosecutors said Bankman-Fried devised "a scheme and artifice to defraud" FTX's customers and investors beginning the year it was founded. He illegally diverted their money to cover expenses, debts and risky trades at Alameda Research, and to make lavish real estate purchases and large political donations, prosecutors said in a 13-page indictment.

    


Dec. 22: Bankman-Fried's parents agreed to sign a $250 million bond and keep him at their California home while he awaits trial.
2023
August 11: Judge revoked Bankman-Fried's bail and sent him to jail after concluding he had repeatedly tried to influence witnesses against him.
Oct. 3: Jury selection began for the trial.
Oct. 27: Bankman-Fried took the stand in his trial. He again acknowledged failures but denied defrauding anyone.
Nov. 3: Bankman-Fried is convicted of fraud for stealing at least $10 billion from customers and investors.
2024
March 28: Bankman-Fried is sentenced to 25 years in prison. Bitcoin has roared back from a massive sell-off during the scandal. Prices are up nearly 70%. 
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Four students were arrested and more than a dozen were suspended for their actions during a protest at Vanderbilt University stemming from the war in Gaza that included an overnight sit-in at an administration building, officials said.
The protest began Tuesday after after school administrators removed a proposed amendment to the Vanderbilt Student Government Constitution that would prevent student government funds from going to certain businesses that support Israel, news outlets reported. The amendment was proposed by Vanderbilt's Divest Coalition, which includes about 20 student organizations.
Several of the protesters forcibly entered Kirkland Hall, where Vanderbilt Chancellor Daniel Diermeier's office is located, and stayed inside the building until Wednesday morning, when they left voluntarily, the school said in a statement.

    


"All of the protest participants who breached the building will be placed on interim suspension," Vanderbilt said. That means they must leave campus and can't return pending a Student Affairs review process.
Three students were charged with misdemeanor assault because they pushed a community service officer and a staff member who offered to meet with them as they entered the building, the school said. A fourth student was charged with vandalism after breaking a window.




The school didn't say how many students were suspended, but the Divest Coalition posted on social media that it was more than 16. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The incident also led to a local reporter being detained for making repeated attempts to enter several locked doors and being asked to leave. The school said no charges were filed. 
Nashville Scene reporter Eli Motycka tweeted that he was there to cover the protest when he was arrested and that the school's charge against him "was immediately dismissed by the court magistrate for lacking probable cause."

    


More student protesters gathered outside the building Wednesday morning, Vanderbilt said.
"The university will work with them to ensure they can remain consistent with the university's policies for peaceful demonstration," the school said. "Free expression is a core value at Vanderbilt, as is civil discourse."
The university said it has policies that limit when, where and how students can protest and demonstrate on issues for safety reasons.
"The university will take action when our policies are violated, the safety of our campus is jeopardized and when people intimidate or injure members of our community," it said.
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Driving along ... and the roadway vanishes beneath you. What's it like to survive a bridge collapse?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide due to ship or barge collision, with a total of 342 people killed, according to the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2007 picture, vehicles are scattered along the broken remains of the Interstate 35W bridge, which stretches between Minneapolis and St. Paul, after it collapsed into the Mississippi River during evening rush hour. The collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore following a ship strike on March 26, 2024 brought back jarring memories of their own ordeals to people who survived previous bridge collapses. (Stacy Bengs/The Minnesota Daily via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Recovery workers pull a car from the bay at the site where the Queen Isabella Causeway collapsed, in Port Isabel, Texas, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2001. The collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore following a ship strike on March 26, 2024 brought back jarring memories of their own ordeals to people who survived previous bridge collapses. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Linda Paul is photographed inside the Minnesota State Capitol building on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn., where she works part-time as a tour guide. She survived the Interstate 35W bridge collapse in Minneapolis on Aug. 1, 2007, and was reminded of it after the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed on March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Trisha Ahmed)]
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[image: Jessie Shelton is photographed at her parent's home in Minneapolis on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. She survived the Interstate 35W bridge collapse in Minneapolis on Aug. 1, 2007, and was reminded of it after the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed on March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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[image: A gold pin in the shape of Minnesota - with the words "Interstate 35W 'Bridge' Remembering August 1, 2007" - is photographed on Linda Paul in St. Paul, Minn., on March 27, 2024. She survived the Interstate 35W bridge collapse in Minneapolis on Aug. 1, 2007, and was reminded of it after the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed on March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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    Follow AP for live coverage of Baltimore's Key Bridge collapse


    


You're driving along, and without warning, the roadway drops from beneath you.
There are a few seconds of falling, with thoughts possibly racing about family or loved ones, followed by a jarring impact, and most likely injury.
Tuesday's collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore following a ship strike brought back jarring memories of their own ordeals to people who survived previous bridge collapses.
'THERE WAS DEFINITELY SOMETHING WRONG' 
Linda Paul, 72, survived a bridge collapse in Minneapolis on Aug. 1, 2007. The Interstate 35W bridge collapsed without warning into the Mississippi River in downtown Minneapolis during the evening rush hour.
Paul was 55 then, working as a shop-at-home designer for a local company and driving home in a minivan that doubled as a "store on wheels," loaded with fabrics and sample books. Traffic was at a total standstill, leaving her stuck on the bridge around 6 p.m.

    


"I remember looking around and thinking that there was definitely something wrong," Paul said. "I looked ahead and realized that the center section of the bridge was going down, and knew at that point that there was a good chance I would go down with it. And that is exactly what happened."

    
    Here's what to know:

	Victims: At least eight people went into the water. Two were rescued but the other six, part of a construction crew that had been filling potholes on the bridge, are missing and presumed dead.
	Investigation: The cargo ship, called Dali, lost power and issued a mayday call shortly before it rammed the bridge. The U.S. Coast Guard boarded the vessel Wednesday to collect evidence about the exact circumstances of the crash. 
	Impact: The collapse is diverting shipping and trucking around one of the busiest ports on America's East Coast, creating delays and raising costs in the latest disruption to global supply chains. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg says it's too soon to say how long it will take to reopen the port or replace the bridge.



    


Police later told her that she plunged down a 50-foot (15-meter) slope as the concrete deck of the bridge collapsed. She was still inside the minivan as it fell onto wreckage on the riverbank.
Chunks of concrete hit her, fracturing five of her vertebrae and crushing her left cheekbone, as the collapse killed 13 people and injured 145.
'IT WAS KIND OF, LIKE, JOLTY'

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jessie Shelton, now a 35-year-old Broadway actor and voiceover artist in New York, was 18 when she survived the Minnesota bridge collapse. She had been driving from work to a production she was part of at Children's Theater in Minneapolis.
"I started to slide backwards. And it was kind of, like, jolty," she said. "I felt like I was on some sort of amusement park ride. And I remember thinking at 18 years of age, 'Well, we'll see what happens.'"

    


Then she was knocked unconscious, suffering a concussion and injuries that broke her back in four spots.
"I just remember that sort of final moment before I got a concussion," Shelton said. "I don't recall what came after. I woke up at North Memorial Hospital with either my mom or my best friend standing over me."
"I had a big cement block in the backseat of my car," she recalled. "It narrowly missed me. It came off of one of the signs, I think, up above. So it really was pretty miraculous that I made it because I couldn't have navigated out of that situation, because I was out cold."
ESCAPED THROUGH A HAND-CRANKED WINDOW
Gustavo Morales Jr. was driving a truck over the Queen Isabella Causeway in Port Isabel, Texas and fell into an abyss after a tugboat struck a pillar, sending part of the bridge into the water on Sept. 15, 2001.
Morales was on his way home from a late night managing a restaurant on South Padre Island at the time. He remembers it feeling like a rumble or explosion -- and then his pickup truck flew over the collapsed roadway for a few seconds before crashing into the water. Thoughts of his wife, who was expecting their third child, flooded his mind.

    


"Everything comes into your mind a thousand miles an hour," he said. "It was my wife, my girls, my son who was on his way."
Morales believes wearing his seatbelt and being able to manually roll down the window helped him stay conscious and escape the truck. He spent about ten minutes in the water before some young men nearby who witnessed the tugboat hit the pier helped him and others safely out. Eight people died that day. Morales was among three survivors. 
MULTIPLE SURGERIES AND TRAUMA
Garrett Ebling, another survivor of the 2007 Minnesota bridge collapse, was numb when he learned that six people who were on the bridge in Baltimore remained missing and were presumed dead. 
"As Minneapolis bridge collapse survivors, one of the things we hold onto is that we went through this in the hopes that people wouldn't have to go through something like this in the future," Ebling said.
Ebling, 49, of New Ulm, Minnesota, endured multiple surgeries, including facial reconstruction, as well as emotional trauma.

    


"We don't know what happened in Baltimore," Ebling said. "But I don't want to see somebody have to go through that, especially unnecessarily. If it ends up being a preventable accident then I really feel bad. In my estimation, what happened in Minneapolis was a preventable bridge collapse. And if that also happened in Baltimore, then I think that makes it even more disappointing."
___
Ahmed reported from Minneapolis and Gonzalez in McAllen, Texas. Associated Press writers Ben Finley in Norfolk, Virginia, and Wayne Parry in Atlantic City, New Jersey, also contributed to this story.
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    [image: FILE - A protester holds a sign with Amir Locke's name on it at a rally on Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022, in Minneapolis. A teenager has been sentenced to four years for his role in a St. Paul killing that prompted police in Minneapolis to execute a search warrant that led to the fatal shooting of Locke by a police officer in a case that focused scrutiny on the use of no-knock warrants. (AP Photo/Christian Monterrosa, File)]
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                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- A teenager has been sentenced to four years for his role in a St. Paul killing that prompted police in Minneapolis to execute a search warrant that led to the fatal shooting of Amir Locke by a police officer in a case that focused scrutiny on the use of no-knock warrants.
Feysal Jama Ali, 18, of Minneapolis, pleaded guilty earlier to being an accomplice after the fact in the killing of Otis Elder, 38, of St. Paul, during a marijuana deal Jan. 10, 2022. Ali was sentenced Wednesday as part of his plea deal.
Ali's cousin, Mekhi Camden Speed, then 17, shot Elder. Speed pleaded guilty and was sentenced in July to over 16 years after pleading guilty to aiding and abetting second-degree unintentional murder while committing an armed robbery.
Speed lived in an apartment building in downtown Minneapolis where police served search warrants Feb. 2, 2022. Locke, 22, who was not named in the warrants, was sleeping on a couch in Speed's brother's girlfriend's separate unit when a SWAT team burst in, looking for Speed. 

    


A Minneapolis officer shot Locke as he emerged from under a blanket with a handgun that his family said he was licensed to carry. Prosecutors did not charge the officer who shot him, saying it was justified because Locke pointed his gun at the officer. Locke's family has said body camera video suggests he was startled awake. They have campaigned since then for a ban on no-knock warrants.
Locke was killed while three former Minneapolis police officers were on trial in federal court in St. Paul on civil rights charges in the killing of George Floyd, a case that forced a racial reckoning and focused attention of the use of force by police.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sam Bankman-Fried co-founded the FTX crypto exchange in 2019 and quickly built it into the world's second most popular place to trade digital currency. It collapsed almost as quickly. By the fall of 2022, it was bankrupt.
Prosecutors soon charged Bankman-Fried with misappropriating billions of dollars in FTX customer deposits. They said he used the money to prop up his hedge fund, buy real estate, and attempt to influence cryptocurrency regulation by making campaign contributions to U.S. politicians and pay $150 million in bribes to Chinese government officials.
He was put on trial in the fall of 2023.
WHAT DID HE DO WRONG?
FTX had two lines of business: a brokerage where customers could deposit, buy, and sell cryptocurrency assets on the FTX platform, and an affiliated hedge fund known as Alameda Research, which took speculative positions in cryptocurrency investments. As Alameda piled up losses during a cryptocurrency market decline, prosecutors said Bankman-Fried directed funds to be moved from FTX's customer accounts to Alameda to plug holes in the hedge fund's balance sheet.

    


Prosecutors said Bankman-Fried, now 32, also created secret loopholes in the computer code for the FTX platform that allowed Alameda to incur a multibillion-dollar negative balance that the hedge fund couldn't repay, lied to a bank about the purpose of certain accounts it opened, evaded banking regulations and bribed Chinese officials in an attempt to regain access to bank accounts that had been frozen in that country during an investigation.




WHAT DOES BANKMAN-FRIED SAY?
In interviews and court testimony, Bankman-Fried acknowledged making mistakes, but blamed some of the wrongdoing on other executives at his company, and said he never intended to defraud anyone. He has also said the alleged harm to FTX's customers has been exaggerated.
THE VERDICT

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bankman-Fried was convicted in November 2023 of two counts of wire fraud conspiracy, two counts of wire fraud, one count of conspiracy to commit money laundering, conspiracy to commit commodities fraud and conspiracy to commit securities fraud.
He was sentenced to 25 years in prison four months later in late March 2024. The judge in the case also ordered him to forfeit over $11 billion.
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    [image: FILE - The Kentucky Capitol stands, Jan. 14, 2020, in Frankfort, Ky. A bipartisan bill aimed at expanding access to paid family leave won final passage Thursday, March 28, 2024 as Kentucky's legislature shifted into overdrive on the final day before lawmakers begin a two-week break. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Kentucky Capitol stands, Jan. 14, 2020, in Frankfort, Ky. A bipartisan bill aimed at expanding access to paid family leave won final passage Thursday, March 28, 2024 as Kentucky's legislature shifted into overdrive on the final day before lawmakers begin a two-week break. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By BRUCE SCHREINER and DYLAN LOVAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- A bipartisan bill aimed at expanding access to paid family leave won final passage Thursday as Kentucky's legislature shifted into overdrive before a two-week break.
The Senate voted 36-0 to send the family leave legislation to Gov. Andy Beshear.
Supporters said House Bill 179 would amend state law to allow voluntary paid family medical leave to be offered as an insurance product. Such policies would be available to Kentucky employers, who would choose whether to offer it as a benefit to their employees.
"This is a market-driven policy proposal that includes no mandates on employers, workers or families," Republican Sen. Amanda Mays Bledsoe said while presenting the bill to her colleagues.
Supporters say the goal is to expand the benefit to more Bluegrass State workers who now can't afford to take time away from work in times of need at home, without forcing anything onto employers. They're characterizing it as a good first step, while acknowledging it won't be enough to help everyone.

    


If employers chose to offer the benefit, it would provide temporary wage replacement for workers who need to be away from work to care for a sick relative, bond with a newborn child, care for a relative in the military or face a line-of-duty injury as a first responder. Still more reasons could be outlined in an employer's benefit plan. Supporters see it as a way to help employers attract and retain workers.




The bill's leading sponsors are Republican state Reps. Samara Heavrin and Stephanie Dietz. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The vote came as the state's GOP-dominated legislature braced for a frenzied day of work on stacks of bills as lawmakers neared the start of their extended break, which will give the Democratic governor time to review bills and decide whether to sign or veto them. Lawmakers will return to the Capitol in mid-April for the final two days of this year's 60-day session.
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    [image: Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid (11) and guard Anthony Edwards (5) high-five during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Detroit Pistons, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The Minnesota Timberwolves will evidently remain in the control of owner Glen Taylor, after he announced Thursday that a deal where Marc Lore and Alex Rodriguez would have acquired the controlling stake in the team has expired.
Taylor agreed to sell the Timberwolves for $1.5 billion in 2021 to Lore and Rodriguez, who then began the purchase by acquiring 20% of the franchise. Lore became Walmart's e-commerce chief in 2016; Rodriguez is one of baseball's all-time home run leaders and has become an investor in a variety of businesses since, plus is a trustee at the University of Miami.
The closing of the deal, with Lore and Rodriguez finally making the last payment to acquire the controlling stake, was required to happen by Wednesday -- and Taylor said Thursday that "under certain circumstances" a limited extension could have been offered. That did not happen.

    


"I will continue to work with Marc, Alex and the rest of the ownership group to ensure our teams have the necessary resources to compete at the highest levels on and off the court," Taylor said. "The Timberwolves and Lynx are no longer for sale."




It was, by design, a drawn-out acquisition process in part so Taylor could mentor Lore and Rodriguez on what's involved in ownership of NBA and WNBA franchises; the Minnesota Lynx were also to be part of the deal. It was also an unusual process, with Lore and Rodriguez making payments in installments -- the most recent known payment was a $290 million one, for roughly another 20%, in March 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Taylor, a lifelong Minnesotan, purchased the team in 1994 for $88 million, doing so at the time in part to keep the franchise from relocating to New Orleans or elsewhere.
Rodriguez said he and Lore -- who unsuccessfully tried to purchase the New York Mets before striking the deal with Taylor -- also were committed to Minnesota. In an interview with The Associated Press in 2022, Rodriguez said the NBA had welcomed him into the ownership world with open arms.
"It's all about the fans in Minnesota. I think they deserve a winner," Rodriguez said in that interview.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Tuition at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and other campuses in the system would increase 3.75% next school year under a recommendation announced Thursday by UW President Jay Rothman.
The proposal is up for a vote of approval by the UW Board of Regents on April 4. If approved, it would be the second year in a row tuition increases after a 10-year tuition freeze was lifted by the Legislature. Last year tuition went up 4.2% on average.
Rothman argued that even with the increase, which tracks with inflation, UW is the most affordable in the Midwest.
"Our universities are facing challenging economic realities, and students and parents should know that we plan to be good financial stewards," Rothman said. 
When room and board costs are factored in, the average cost of attendance for resident undergraduates would increase about 3.8%.
With the increase, the proposed undergraduate tuition and fees to attend UW-Madison would be $11,604 in the fall. It is less at the branch campuses. The cost at UW-La Crosse would be $9,896, UW-Milwaukee would be $10,398 and the lowest is UW-Parkside at $8,271. 
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- There's still a chance Georgians could vote on authorizing sports betting in November, but the odds may be poor.
The House Higher Education Committee on Thursday passed out both a proposed state constitutional amendment and authorizing legislation that would let Georgians bet legally on pro and college sports.
But a top Democrat said his party still wants to see changes in how state taxes on sports betting would be spent. Without Democratic votes, a constitutional amendment can't achieve the two-thirds majorities needs to pass the House and Senate. And Republicans are far from unified. Some GOP lawmakers oppose sports betting, saying they don't want the state to sanction destructive and addictive behavior.
Time is short to reach any agreement. Lawmakers will conclude their 2024 annual session after sundown Thursday.
House Minority Whip Sam Park, a Lawrenceville Democrat, voted to advance Senate Resolution 579 and Senate Bill 386, but said he and other Democrats don't support the bills passing as they're currently written. That's because the House committee changed the measure to allow taxes to be deposited for the use of HOPE college scholarships and prekindergarten classes. 

    


The Senate measure prioritized using the money for prekindergarten, and some Democrats also want money to be used for other purposes, such as college financial aid that doesn't require students to achieve and keep certain grades.




"It deviates from the bipartisan compromise in the state Senate that prioritized funding for voluntary pre-K," Park said."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Supporters say Georgians should get a chance to vote, arguing many are already betting on sports illegally.
"This allows us to get those people off an illegal market into a legal market, allows us to regulate it and tax it, and take care and protect Georgia citizens," said Rep. Marcus Wiedower, a Watkinsville Republican sponsoring the measure in the House.

    


Opponents, though, warn that legalizing sports betting will provide a pathway to addiction, especially for younger gamblers.
"When it is sanctioned by the state, to me it provides a different level," said Rep. Clay Pirkle, an Ashburn Republican. "If the state says it's OK, it becomes OK for a lot of people not doing this now."
Sen. Bill Cowsert, the Athens Republican who has been leading efforts in that chamber, said he believed the constitutional amendment, which would provide up to $22.5 million to treat gambling addictions, would provide "the most robust problem gaming provisions of any sports betting legislation in this country."
Nationwide, 38 states allow sports betting. Some states allow only in-person bets, although most allow electronic betting from anywhere. Georgia's earlier bill would take 20% of proceeds in taxes, after winnings are paid to gamblers. Nationwide, tax rates are set at anywhere from 6.75% in Iowa to 51% in Rhode Island and New York.
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                    Thousands of people linked arms across Nashville on Wednesday, forming a human chain on the one-year anniversary of a shooting at the Covenant School that killed three 9-year-old children and three adults. (Video production by Roderick Jussim)
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[image: Covenant School mother Mary Joyce, left, attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. Three students and three adults were killed in the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 16
Covenant School mother Mary Joyce, left, attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. Three students and three adults were killed in the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Grace Dent hugs her son Jack, 2, during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. Three students and three adults were killed in the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: People hold signs along West End Ave. during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Isaiah Smith, 5, attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 16 | Isaiah Smith, 5, attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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Isaiah Smith, 5, attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Myles Steinberg, 11, puts on a pin at the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Covenant School mother Melissa Alexander attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 16 | Covenant School mother Melissa Alexander attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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Covenant School mother Melissa Alexander attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: People hold hands and link arms during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. Three students and three adults were killed in the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: People hold hands and link arms during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 16 | People hold hands and link arms during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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People hold hands and link arms during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Covenant School mass shooting. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Covenant School mother Sarah Shoop Neumann attends the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The event was to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at the school. Three students and three adults were killed in the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A person wears a scarf with the names of the victims of the Covenant School shooting during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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A person wears a scarf with the names of the victims of the Covenant School shooting during the Linking Arms for Change human chain Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: A roadside memorial is seen near the Covenant School on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 16 | A roadside memorial is seen near the Covenant School on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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A roadside memorial is seen near the Covenant School on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: The entrance to the Covenant School is seen on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 16 | The entrance to the Covenant School is seen on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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The entrance to the Covenant School is seen on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: A roadside memorial is seen near the Covenant School on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 16 | A roadside memorial is seen near the Covenant School on the one-year anniversary of a mass shooting Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The shooter, a former Covenant School student, killed three children and three staff members during the incident. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Thousands of people linked arms across Nashville on Wednesday, forming a human chain on the one-year anniversary of a shooting at the Covenant School that killed three 9-year-old children and three adults.
The event organized by gun safety advocates included families from the school and children who were in the building when their classmates were shot.
"It's been a difficult week, and it's been really hard and sad," said Melissa Alexander, who has a 10-year-old at the private Christian elementary school. "But then we've had a chapel, and a private get-together, and then to see everybody linking arms out here really is like a bright spot. It gives me hope. And it fills my cup with happiness. I guess it's the healing power of community."
The event was sponsored by Voices for a Safer Tennessee, formed by a group of local moms just after the shooting last year to try to move the needle on gun safety issues in the Republican-controlled state. They planned the first human chain event within days of coming together and brought out more than 10,000 people. They expected even more on Wednesday.

    


Linking Arms for Change last year was one of the few events where Covenant mom Sarah Shoop Neumann felt she could take her young child, she said.




"He wanted to come to things, and this is a thing where I can show you all of the people coming together who support your community," she said of her 6-year-old son. "To be honest, I didn't really feel like coming out today. But I felt like I needed to be here, and I appreciate that they're doing this again."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, she linked arms with Shaundelle Brooks, who has been fighting for changes to Tennessee's gun laws since her son was murdered during a mass shooting at a Nashville Waffle House in 2018.
"Everyone asks me if I'm hopeful," she said of the ever-growing coalition supporting change. "I am. It's unfortunate that, you know, that we're coming together under these circumstances. But it's good that more people are showing up. ...We need to do something. This has to stop. Enough is enough."

    


Brooks is now campaigning to become a state representative, while Alexander and Shoop Neumann are among a group of Covenant moms who have become Capitol regulars. Over the summer, ahead of a special session on school safety, members of their group prayed on the Capitol steps every day for 40 days.
The hope is to pressure the Republican-controlled state legislature to move on issues like temporarily removing firearms from anyone deemed to be a threat to themselves or others.
Across the country, the families of many victims have become strong advocates for gun safety, often sharing emotionally gutting stories of tragedy. But their efforts have met with mixed results as the spate of mass killings continues. Democratic-led states have largely tightened firearm restrictions, while Republican-led ones have loosened them.
So far, Tennessee's GOP lawmakers have balked at almost every bill that would limit who can access a gun, shutting down proposals on the topic by Democrats -- and even one by the Republican governor -- during regular annual sessions and a special session inspired by the Covenant shooting.

    


Republicans are advancing one measure that would commit someone to a treatment facility if they are found incompetent to stand trial on certain criminal charges, and it would make it a misdemeanor for them to have a gun.
And lawmakers have been on board with other changes backed by some Covenant parents that don't directly address guns, including a bill they passed to require that public and private schools determine why a fire alarm went off before evacuating children from classrooms. Additionally, there are multiple bills advancing that would make it a felony for someone to threaten mass violence, including on school property or at a school function.
At the same time, Republicans have forged ahead on proposals to expand gun access and protect manufacturers.
Last year, they passed a law bolstering protections against lawsuits for gun and ammunition dealers, manufacturers and sellers. This year, they are one Senate vote away from allowing private schools with pre-kindergarten classes to have guns on campus. They have also advanced an amendment to the Tennessee Constitution's "right to keep, bear, and wear arms" that would broaden the right beyond defense and delete a section giving lawmakers the ability "to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to prevent crime."

    


Nicole Smith, vice chair of the Voices for a Safer Tennessee board, said they are not deterred. Their polling suggests most Tennesseans support the moderate gun laws they are proposing, like universal background checks.
They also know that advocacy like this is a marathon, not a sprint. In the year since the shooting, their coalition has only grown stronger. They now have around 25,000 members representing every one of Tennessee's 95 counties, Smith said.

    


"We know that our community is still grieving," she said. "We know that the children and families who lost loved ones and those who are survivors are still grieving. But we know that they are also full of hope that we can create a safer Tennessee."
___
This story was first published March 27, 2024. It has been updated March 28, 2024, to correct the last name of a Covenant student's mom. She is Sarah Shoop Neumann, not Neuman.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/covenant-nashville-school-shooting-anniversary-ab027bfce8358de9236e1473acbf9c36
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A mom called 911 to get her son mental health help. He died after police responded with force

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: Robin Rank, right, hugs family friend, Pauline Engle, as Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Rank told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Robin Rank, right, hugs family friend, Pauline Engle, as Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Rank told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Family friend Pauline Engle reacts as she talks about Taylor Ware's 2019 death, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle recorded a video when Ware was restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Family friend Pauline Engle reacts as she talks about Taylor Ware's 2019 death, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle recorded a video when Ware was restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Family friend Pauline Engle shows a video on her phone of the Aug. 25, 2019 encounter with police that led to Taylor Ware's death, during an interview Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle and Ware's mother, Robin Rank, drove more than 600 miles from Kansas City to get him after he was arrested in Kentucky. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Family friend Pauline Engle shows a video on her phone of the Aug. 25, 2019 encounter with police that led to Taylor Ware's death, during an interview Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle and Ware's mother, Robin Rank, drove more than 600 miles from Kansas City to get him after he was arrested in Kentucky. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. "It was like that was his body's own fault, that it wasn't the police's fault," Garton said of the autopsy ruling. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Briana Garton looks at a family photo of her brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his death in 2019, on Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. Relatives and friends recalled Ware as an ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Briana Garton looks at a family photo of her brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his death in 2019, on Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. Relatives and friends recalled Ware as an "all-American boy," a fun-loving son, brother and uncle who enjoyed the outdoors and his motorcycle. He followed his father and grandfather into the U.S. Marine Corps after graduating high school in Kearney, Mo., working in air traffic control in San Diego. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Tom Ware, visits his the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Taylor was an organ donor. Tom has stayed in touch with the man who received his son's heart, sometimes asking to listen to it beat. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Tom Ware talks about the death of his son, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Tom called the combination of force and sedation a recipe for disaster that killed the ]
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[image: Tom Ware holds a photo of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Taylor Ware's grave is seen on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. ]
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        A mom called 911 to get her son mental health help. He died after police responded with force

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware, left, sits in a field approached by a police officer and canine at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (Pauline Engel via AP)]
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[image: In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)]
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In this image from video provided by a family friend, Taylor Ware is restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in Dale, Ind., on Aug. 25, 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (Pauline Engel via AP)
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[image: Robin Rank, right, hugs family friend, Pauline Engle, as Rank talks about the 2019 death of her son, Taylor Ware, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Rank told a 911 dispatcher Taylor would need space, and urged police to wait for backup because he was a former wrestler and might be a handful - advice that tracked best practices, yet wasn't followed. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Family friend Pauline Engle reacts as she talks about Taylor Ware's 2019 death, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle recorded a video when Ware was restrained by law enforcement and emergency medical personnel at a highway rest stop in 2019. Taylor's mother called 911 when he wouldn't get back in their SUV during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. A cascade of force ended with Ware in a coma. He died three days later. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Family friend Pauline Engle shows a video on her phone of the Aug. 25, 2019 encounter with police that led to Taylor Ware's death, during an interview Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Engle and Ware's mother, Robin Rank, drove more than 600 miles from Kansas City to get him after he was arrested in Kentucky. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. ]
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[image: Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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Briana Garton talks about the 2019 death of her brother, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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[image: Briana Garton looks at a family photo of her brother, Taylor Ware, foreground right, as she talks about his death in 2019, on Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at her home near Hale, Mo. Relatives and friends recalled Ware as an ]
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[image: Tom Ware, visits his the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Taylor was an organ donor. Tom has stayed in touch with the man who received his son's heart, sometimes asking to listen to it beat. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Tom Ware talks about the death of his son, Taylor Ware, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. Tom called the combination of force and sedation a recipe for disaster that killed the ]
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[image: Tom Ware holds a photo of his son, Taylor Ware, on his phone in Kansas City, Mo., Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The aspiring college student and former Marine died after a violent encounter with police during a manic episode caused by bipolar disorder. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Taylor Ware's grave is seen on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Taylor Ware's grave is seen on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 13
Taylor Ware's grave is seen on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tom Ware visits the grave of his son, Taylor Ware, on what would have been his 28th birthday, Thursday, June 8, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. ]
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                                        Taylor Ware's mom just wanted to get her son the help he needed.
But her home was 400 miles away and Ware was deep into a manic episode at an interstate rest stop in rural southern Indiana.
"I need someone to come, OK, so that he can get help at a mental hospital. I don't know what else to do," Ware's mom told the 911 dispatcher. "Please make sure to tell them he needs, you know, mental help."
Instead of help, she watched as her 24-year-old son was bitten by a police dog, shocked with a Taser, pinned to the ground in handcuffs and injected with a potent sedative.
Ware's August 2019 death was among more than 1,000 over a decade that an investigation by The Associated Press documented after police used common use-of-force tactics that, unlike guns, are meant to stop people without killing them. Many involved a response to someone in mental crisis -- a challenging role officers play in big cities and small towns.

    


Relatives and friends recalled Ware as an "all-American boy," a fun-loving son, brother and uncle who enjoyed the outdoors and his motorcycle. He followed his father and grandfather into the U.S. Marine Corps after graduating high school in Kearney, Missouri, working in air traffic control in San Diego.




Ware was honorably discharged after five years and planned to travel the world and attend college. But he had begun struggling with bipolar disorder, and his efforts to start a post-service life collided with times he would lose touch with reality. It was one such episode that had led his mom to pick Ware up from a jail in Kentucky, where he had recently moved.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ware's friends had tried to get him hospital treatment, but doctors concluded Ware did not meet the bar for involuntary commitment. He never checked into the hotel where his friends urged him to stay.
An officer in Richmond, Kentucky, arrested Ware after responding to a report of a shirtless, barefoot man screaming on Main Street. He was arrested on suspicion of public intoxication by a controlled substance, though there was no evidence he'd taken drugs.

    


Ware's mother, Robin Rank, convinced jailers to hold him until she could arrive the next morning, fearful he would be released in an unsafe state of mind. Rank drove with a friend more than 600 miles from Kansas City, Missouri, to get him, and now they were heading back.
After several hours on the road struggling to keep Ware calm, they stopped at the Interstate 64 rest area in Dale, Indiana. Ware climbed out a window of the SUV, began acting strangely, and would not get back in. He was hearing voices.
Rank called 911 -- she didn't know what else to do. She advised the dispatcher that Ware was agitated and would need a "safe zone," warning that he was likely to resist.
The first officer to arrive was an unpaid reserve marshal from Dale, population 1,500. Christian Losiewski assured Rank he had experience with mental health calls. Rank said she urged him to wait for backup but Losiewski said that wasn't necessary -- his partner, a police dog named Tripp, was by his side.

    


Ware offered to shake the officer's hand, then calmly sat in the grass. Tripp started barking aggressively and yanking on his leash. Ware recoiled. It was the type of provocation officers are warned to avoid when seeking to calm people with mental illness.
Soon after, Ware walked away, and Losiewski followed. Ware ignored orders to stop, then shoved him and ran, the officer would tell others in a scene recorded on video.
The friend who accompanied Ware's mom, Pauline Engel, said she didn't see any push, but watched as Tripp attacked at his handler's command, repeatedly biting Ware in the thigh. As he tried to fend off the dog, backup arrived.
"I rolled up and that's when all hell broke loose," Officer Robert Bone of the Santa Claus Police Department told others after the encounter, according to his body camera video. Bone put his knee on Ware's face and used his Taser to shock Ware with its drive-stun feature on the side, stomach and sternum during the struggle, according to his incident report.

    


Taser guidelines advise to avoid the chest and neck and limit drive-stuns against people with mental illnesses and others unlikely to respond to "pain compliance." Bone explained the force in his report by saying Ware ignored commands to stop fighting the dog and officers, spat on him, tried to bite him, and grabbed his Taser.
Once officers gained control, they held Ware on the ground and eventually turned him facedown and handcuffed him, according to his autopsy report and cellphone video of the incident obtained by the AP.
An officer yelled toward a paramedic to bring ketamine, a powerful sedative which immobilizes agitated people within minutes but can cause breathing and heart problems.
Soon after an injection, a bloodied Ware stopped breathing and was carried into an ambulance on a backboard. He went into a coma and died days later at a hospital in Louisville, Kentucky.

    


After the violence, the witness video shows Losiewski telling Ware's mother that he "tried my best." She questioned whether they should have just waited and let Ware sit. Losiewski defended his decision to release the canine, calling it a "classic, textbook dog deployment."
Two police practices experts who reviewed the case for AP, Karen Laser and Stan Kephart, rejected that assertion. They said that Losiewski's decision not to wait for backup and to meet Ware with his dog triggered a chain of events that resulted in an unnecessary death.
Laser said the officer did not have sufficient justification to order the dog to attack Ware, who wasn't a public safety threat and had not committed a crime until he "possibly touched or nudged" the officer.
"This was an excessive use of force," said Laser, who has more than 30 years of experience in law enforcement in California.
Authorities downplayed the police role in Ware's death.
The state police announced in a press release that Ware died after suffering a "medical event" after he "allegedly battered" an officer. In declining criminal charges, a prosecutor wrote that officers handled the call with "incredible patience and restraint" and "great professionalism."
Police said Bone's body camera failed to record the incident but captured its aftermath. On that video, Bone and Losiewski recounted how Bone threatened that he would "kill" Ware if Ware bit him during the struggle. "I guess I shouldn't have said that," Bone said, laughing.
Bone declined an interview request, saying in an email, "It was a traumatic event for all involved." Losiewski declined comment.
A coroner ruled Ware's death was natural, caused by his mental illness and "excited delirium" -- a disputed condition of life-threatening agitation used for decades to explain the deaths of people restrained by police. The National Association of Medical Examiners said last year it does not endorse the condition as a cause of death.
Dr. Carl Wigren, a forensic pathologist in Seattle who reviewed the case for AP, said he believed that Ware died from restraint asphyxia, citing video that appears to show officers putting pressure on his chest and abdomen while he was on the ground. Wigren said the death should have been ruled a homicide. He said it's unclear whether ketamine contributed, in part because authorities have not released how much Ware received. His autopsy noted that midazolam, another sedative commonly administered by medics, was also in his blood.
The official death ruling discouraged the family from pursuing a civil lawsuit aimed at bringing accountability and change.
Ware's mother said the whole system failed her son. She said it was irresponsible for the hospital in Kentucky to turn him away, and that police need more training on how to de-escalate situations and safely restrain people in a mental health crisis.
"It has to change. They can't go on doing this," she said. "It can't keep happening."
Ware's father, Tom Ware, called the combination of force and sedation a recipe for disaster that killed the "light of my life."
Taylor Ware was an organ donor. Tom Ware has stayed in touch with the man who received his son's heart, sometimes asking to listen to it beat.
Last June, on what would have been Taylor Ware's 28th birthday, Tom Ware visited his grave as he had countless times before. He sang a Marines song and updated his son on their beloved Kansas City Chiefs.
"Just breaks my heart that I have to talk to you like this," the father said. "And we'll be meeting someday. We're going to have some good times like we used to."
___
Editor's note: The information in this story is based on audio of the 911 call; cellphone video taken by witness Pauline Engel; interviews with Engel, Ware's parents and other relatives; police body camera video of the aftermath of the incident; and police, prosecutor and autopsy reports.
___
This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes the Lethal Restraint interactive story, database and the documentary, "Documenting Police Use Of Force," premiering April 30 on PBS.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky lawmakers gave final approval Thursday to a bill stripping the state's Democratic governor of any role in picking someone to occupy a U.S. Senate seat if a vacancy occurred in the home state of 82-year-old Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell.
The legislation calls for a special election to fill any Senate vacancy from the Bluegrass State. The special election winner would hold the seat for the remainder of the unexpired term.
"So it would be a direct voice of the people determining how the vacancy is filled," Republican Senate President Robert Stivers said while presenting the bill to his colleagues.
The state Senate voted 34-3 after a brief discussion to send the bill to Gov. Andy Beshear. The governor has denounced the measure as driven by partisanship, but the GOP supermajority legislature could override a veto when lawmakers reconvene for the final two days of this year's session in mid-April.

    


The bill's lead sponsor is Republican House Majority Floor Leader Steven Rudy. He has said the measure has nothing to do with McConnell, but instead reflected his long-running policy stance on how an empty Senate seat should be filled.




Rudy refers to McConnell as a "great friend and a political mentor," and credits the state's senior senator for playing an important role in the GOP's rise to dominance in the Kentucky legislature.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rudy has said his bill would treat a Senate vacancy like that of a vacancy for a congressional or legislative seat in Kentucky -- by holding a special election to fill the seat. The bill includes an emergency clause, meaning it would take effect immediately if enacted into law.
Rudy introduced the bill in February and it cleared a House committee a day after McConnell's announcement that he will step down from his longtime Senate leadership position in November. The decision set off a wave of speculation back home in Kentucky about the future of his seat.

    


In his speech from the Senate floor, McConnell left open the possibility that he might seek another term in 2026, declaring at one point: "I'm not going anywhere anytime soon."
Aides said McConnell's announcement was unrelated to his health. The senator had a concussion from a fall last year and two public episodes where his face briefly froze while he was speaking.
Rudy has said he's talked about changing the way a Senate vacancy is filled for more than a decade, since the conviction of former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich for crimes that included seeking to sell an appointment to Barack Obama's old Senate seat. Rudy's district in far western Kentucky borders Illinois.
Beshear -- who won a convincing reelection victory last November over a McConnell protege -- had already seen his influence over selecting a senator greatly diminished by GOP lawmakers.
In 2021, the legislature removed the governor's independent power to temporarily fill a Senate seat. That measure limits a governor to choosing from a three-name list provided by party leaders from the same party as the senator who formerly held the seat. Both of Kentucky's U.S. senators are Republicans. The measure became law after GOP lawmakers overrode Beshear's veto.
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    [image: A customer has his hair shampooed in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A customer waits for a hair treatment, in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva, centre, is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A customer has her hair trimmed, in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Hairdresser, Aude Livoreil-Djampou, right, laughs with one of the staff in her hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Hair are on the floor in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A customer checks his hairstyle in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A customer waits for a hair treatment, in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva, centre, is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A customer has her hair trimmed, in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Hairdresser, Aude Livoreil-Djampou, right, laughs with one of the staff in her hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Hair are on the floor in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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Hair are on the floor in a hairdressing salon, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: French Deputy of the National Assembly, Olivier Serva is photographed during an interview with The Associated Press, at the Nationial Assembly, in Paris, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. French lawmakers are debating a bill Thursday that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Lawmakers in France's lower house of parliament on Thursday approved a bill that would ban discrimination over the texture, length, color or style of someone's hair. 
The bill's authors hope the groundbreaking bill sends a message of support to Black people and others who have faced hostility in the workplace and beyond because of their hair.
But the measure still faces a long road ahead. It goes to the Senate next, where it could face opposition.
While only 50 of the National Assembly's 577 lawmakers were on hand for the vote, they overwhelmingly backed the bill in a 44-2 vote. There were four abstentions.
Supporters of the measure outside parliament were overjoyed that the bill made it to the legislative body.
"It's about time," exclaimed Estelle Vallois, a 43-year-old consultant getting her short, coiled hair cut in a Paris salon, where the hairdressers are trained to handle all types of hair -- a rarity in France. "Today, we're going even further toward taking down these barriers of discrimination."

    


The draft law echoes similar legislation in more than 20 U.S. states. The bill was proposed by Olivier Serva, a French lawmaker from the French Caribbean island of Guadeloupe. He says that if it eventually becomes law, it would make France the first country in the world to recognize discrimination based on hair at a national level.




"This is a great step forward for our country," Serva said after the vote. "France has done itself proud."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill would amend existing anti-discrimination measures in the labor code and criminal code to explicitly outlaw discrimination against people with curly and coiled hair or other hairstyles perceived as unprofessional, as well as bald people. It doesn't specifically target race-based discrimination, though that was the primary motivation for the bill.
"People who don't fit in Eurocentric standards are facing discrimination, stereotypes and bias," Serva, who is Black, told The Associated Press. 

    


Leftist parties and members of President Emmanuel Macron's centrist party Renaissance have supported the bill, which was enough to get it through the National Assembly. The bill is now headed for the conservative-dominated Senate, where it will likely face opposition from right-wing and far-right lawmakers who see it as an effort to import U.S. concepts about race and racial discrimination to France.
In the United States, 24 states have adopted a version of the CROWN Act -- which stands for Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair -- banning race-based hair discrimination in employment, housing, schools and in the military. U.S. federal legislation passed in the House in 2022, but Senate Republicans blocked it a month later.
Opponents of the French bill say France's legal framework already offers enough protection to people facing discrimination over their natural Afro hair, braids, cornrows or locs.
Authors of the bill disagree. One example they cite is a Black French flight attendant who sued Air France after he was denied access to a flight because of his braids and was coerced into wearing a wig with straight hair. Aboubakar Traore won his case in 2022 after a decade-long judiciary battle. But the court ruled that he wasn't discriminated against over his hair, but because he is a man, since his female counterparts were allowed to wear braids.

    


France doesn't collect official data about race, because it follows a universalist vision that doesn't differentiate citizens by ethnic groups, which makes it difficult to measure race-based hair discrimination.
Advocates of the bill hope it addresses Black French people's long struggle to embrace their natural hair. 
Aude Livoreil-Djampou, a hairdresser and mother of three mixed-race children, said that while some people view the draft law as frivolous, it's about something deeper.
"It's not only a hair issue. It will give strength to people to be able to answer, when asked to straighten their hair, they can say: 'No, this is not legal, you cannot expect that from me, it has nothing to do with my professional competence.'"

    


Djampou-Livoreil's salon takes care of all kinds of clients, from those with straight hair to those with tight curls. 
"It's very moving to have a 40-year-old woman, sometimes in a very high position, finally embracing her natural beauty. And it happens every day," she said.
Salon customer Vallois hopes that her 5-year-old daughter will live in the future in a society that doesn't stigmatize their hair.
"When I was younger, I remember lamenting the lack of salons and even hair products (for frizzy hair) -- there was a time when, unfortunately, we had to use products designed for European hair and not adapted to our hair. I'm glad, today, that things are more accessible and there's change," she said.
"There's no reason to be ashamed of who you are, whether it's your hair or even the fact that you don't have any!"
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    [image: A hiring sign is seen outside of a barber shop in Northbrook, Ill., Tuesday, March 12, 2024. On Thursday, March 28, 2024, the Labor Department issues the latest weekly report on first-time applications for unemployment benefits. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The number of Americans signing up for unemployment benefits fell slightly last week, another sign that the labor market remains strong and most workers enjoy extraordinary job security. 
Jobless claims dipped by 2,000 to 210,000, the Labor Department reported Thursday. The four-week average of claims, which smooths out week-to-week ups and downs, fell by 750 to 211,000. 
Overall, 1.8 million Americans were collecting unemployment benefits the week that ended March 16, up 24,000 from the week before.
Applications for unemployment benefits are viewed as a proxy for layoffs and a sign of where the job market is headed. Despite job cuts at Stellantis Electronic Arts, Unilever and elsewhere, overall layoffs remain below pre-pandemic levels. The unemployment rate, 3.9% in February, has come in under 4% for 25 straight months, longest such streak since the 1960s.

    


Economists expect some tightening in the jobs market this year given the surprising growth of the U.S. economy last year and in 2024. 
The U.S. economy grew at a solid 3.4% annual pace from October through December, the government said Thursday in an upgrade from its previous estimate. The government had previously estimated that the economy expanded at a 3.2% rate last quarter.




The Commerce Department's revised measure of the nation's gross domestic product -- the total output of goods and services -- confirmed that the economy decelerated from its sizzling 4.9% rate of expansion in the July-September quarter. 
"We may see initial claims drift a bit higher as the economy slows this year, but we don't expect a major spike because, while we expect the pace of job growth to slow, we do not anticipate large-scale layoffs," wrote Nancy Vanden Houten, the lead U.S. Economist at Oxford Economics. 
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The end of Georgia's two-year legislative session arrived Thursday, the last day for bills to pass both the House and Senate or die as this term ends. Lawmakers will decide questions including whether to legalize sports betting and tighten rules on law enforcement cooperation with immigration officials.
Some key proposals have already passed, including a plan to cut income taxes and a bill that would loosen Georgia's rules for permitting new health care facilities.
Some others have likely failed, such as a proposal to expand Medicaid health insurance to more lower income adults. Also unlikely to pass was an effort to overhaul Georgia's tax incentives for movie and television production. The debate was likely to continue deep into the night, even past midnight Friday.
Gov. Brian Kemp will then have 40 days to sign, veto, or allow legislation to become law without his signature after the session ends, and many lawmakers will turn their focus to reelection, with all 56 Senate seats and 180 House seats on the ballot this year.

    


Here's a look at some key measures:
PENDING THURDAY
SPORTS BETTING Senate Bill 386 and Senate Resolution 579 could legalize online sports betting, but only if voters approve a state constitutional amendment in November.




IMMIGRATION: House Bill 1105 would require local law enforcement to help federal agents enforce immigration law, while House Bill 301 would cut off funding and remove elected officials of governments that harbor people who entered the country illegally.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

PROPERTY TAXES: Future increases in a home's taxable value could be limited under House Bill 581 or Senate Bill 349, while House Resolution 1022 is an accompanying constitutional amendment. House Bill 1019 could increase the state homestead exemption by as much as $10,000.
SOCIAL MEDIA: Senate Bill 351 seeks to require social media companies to get parental permission before letting children younger than 16 create accounts. It also bans the use of social media using school computers and internet and creates new anti-bullying rules.

    


JUDGE PAY: Senate Bill 479 would create guidelines to raise and standardize pay for judges, and might be accompanied by a constitutional amendment, House Resolution 1042.
SCHOOL POLICIES House Bill 1104 would ban transgender girls from playing high school sports with other girls, ban sex education in fifth grade and below and require a system for notifying parents of every item a child obtained in a school library.
ELECTIONS: House Bill 976 would create new rules for challenging voter qualifications, while House Bill 974 would require audits of more than one statewide election and make ballot images public. Senate Bill 189 would require ballot scanners count votes from ballot text or a computer-printed mark and not barcode. House Bill 1207 allows a reduced number of voting machines
OKEFENOKEE MINING: Georgia would paused future permits allowing an expansion of a mine near the Okefenokee Swamp for three years under Senate Bill 132.
LIBRARIES: Senate Bill 390 would ban using public money for dues or programs associated with the American Library Association.

    


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: Proponents say Senate Bill 180 would protect religious liberty, while opponents say it's a license to discriminate against LGBTQ+ in the name of religion.
FILM TAX CREDIT: House Bill 1180 would require more use of Georgia-based employees and contractors to get the top 30% income tax credit on film production.
WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS: Senate Bill 429 would create a commission that could recommend that people who are imprisoned and later cleared of wrongdoing be paid at least $60,000 for each year they were imprisoned.
PASSED
INCOME TAXES: An already-planned state income tax cut would be accelerated under House Bill 1015, giving the state a flat 5.39% income tax rate retroactive to Jan. 1.
CASH BAIL: Senate Bill 63 would require cash bail for 30 additional crimes, including some misdemeanors, and would impose new rules on nonprofit bail funds.
UNION ORGANIZING: Companies receiving state economic incentives would be barred from recognizing labor unions without a secret ballot election under Senate Bill 362.

    


HEALTH CARE PERMITTING: Some health care facility expansions would be allowed without state permits under House Bill 1339.
FOREIGN-OWNED FARMLAND: Senate Bill 420 would ban agents of China, Cuba, Iran, North Korea and Russia from owning farmland in Georgia or any land within 10 miles (16 kilometers) of a military base.
WATER RIGHTS: House Bill 1172 would alter law about using Georgia's waterways for boating, fishing and hunting. Proponents say it balances public use and private property rights. 
LAWSUIT LIMITS: Senate Bill 426 would limit the ability to sue an insurance company directly after a truck wreck.
FAILED
MEDICAID: The House and Senate discussed expanding Medicaid health insurance to more lower-income adults, but Republicans instead want to study the issue.

    


ALREADY LAW
ANTISEMITISM: Kemp in January signed House Bill 30 defining antisemitism for use in hate crimes and anti-discrimination cases. Opponents warn it will be used to censor free speech and equate criticism of Israel to hatred of Jewish people.
PROSECUTOR DISCIPLINE: Senate Bill 332 revived a commission with powers to discipline and remove prosecutors, a move Democrats warn is aimed at Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis' prosecution of former President Donald Trump. Kemp signed the bill earlier this month.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. economy grew at a solid 3.4% annual pace from October through December, the government said Thursday in an upgrade from its previous estimate. The government had previously estimated that the economy expanded at a 3.2% rate last quarter.
The Commerce Department's revised measure of the nation's gross domestic product -- the total output of goods and services -- confirmed that the economy decelerated from its sizzling 4.9% rate of expansion in the July-September quarter. 
But last quarter's growth was still a solid performance, coming in the face of higher interest rates and powered by growing consumer spending, exports and business investment in buildings and software. It marked the sixth straight quarter in which the economy has grown at an annual rate above 2%.
For all of 2023, the U.S. economy -- the world's biggest -- grew 2.5%, up from 1.9% in 2022. In the current January-March quarter, the economy is believed to be growing at a slower but still decent 2.1% annual rate, according to a forecasting model issued by the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta.

    


Thursday's GDP report also suggested that inflation pressures were continuing to ease. The Federal Reserve's favored measure of prices -- called the personal consumption expenditures price index -- rose at a 1.8% annual rate in the fourth quarter. That was down from 2.6% in the third quarter, and it was the smallest rise since 2020, when COVID-19 triggered a recession and sent prices falling.




Stripping out volatile food and energy prices, so-called core inflation amounted to 2% from October through December, unchanged from the third quarter. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The economy's resilience over the past two years has repeatedly defied predictions that the ever-higher borrowing rates the Fed engineered to fight inflation would lead to waves of layoffs and probably a recession. Beginning in March 2022, the Fed jacked up its benchmark rate 11 times, to a 23-year high, making borrowing much more expensive for businesses and households.

    


Yet the economy has kept growing, and employers have kept hiring -- at a robust average of 251,000 added jobs a month last year and 265,000 a month from December through February.
At the same time, inflation has steadily cooled: After peaking at 9.1% in June 2022, it has dropped to 3.2%, though it remains above the Fed's 2% target. The combination of sturdy growth and easing inflation has raised hopes that the Fed can manage to achieve a "soft landing" by fully conquering inflation without triggering a recession.
Thursday's report was the Commerce Department's third and final estimate of fourth-quarter GDP growth. It will release its first estimate of January-March growth on April 25. 
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    [image: This image from Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department body-camera video shows Roy Scott, 65, outside his apartment complex in Las Vegas on March 3, 2019, moments after he tells police officers that he is a paranoid schizophrenic. Scott is one of at least 12 people who died in Nevada from 2012 through 2021 during or shortly after encounters with police that did not involve a gun, an investigation by The Associated Press and the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at Arizona State University found. (Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, via Howard Center for Investigative Journalism via AP)]
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[image: This image from Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department body-camera video shows the altercation between Roy Scott and two police officers who responded to his 911 call in the early hours of March 3, 2019. The medical examiner ruled that the 65 year old's death was an accident caused by methamphetamine intoxication and not police restraint. (Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, Howard Center for Investigative Journalism via AP)]
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[image: The Sunrise Garden Apartments, a senior living complex in Las Vegas, is seen on July 16, 2022. Emergency responders were dispatched to this complex eight times to check on 65-year-old resident Roy Scott in the year before his death. Scott died shortly after a struggle with Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department officers on March 3, 2019. (Brooke Manning/Howard Center for Investigative Journalism via AP)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- On a chilly morning in 2019, just after 3 a.m., Roy Anthony Scott called 911 to report that a group of people -- one armed with a saw -- was trying to break into his apartment.
This wasn't the first time a dispatcher had sent emergency responders to Scott's home in Sunset Gardens, a senior living complex in Las Vegas. Seven other 911 calls had been placed from his apartment over the previous year, logs from Las Vegas Fire & Rescue show, including one just hours before he called about an attempted break-in.
An incident report from that second-to-last call said Scott complained of chest pain and had a history of psychiatric issues, stroke and diabetes. The case was closed in just 18 minutes, records show.
A neighbor and a relative said ambulance crews typically responded to Scott's calls because of his known health conditions. But in the pre-dawn hours of March 3, 2019, it was two Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department officers answering the call: Kyle Smith and Theodore Huntsman, who were working their first shift together.

    


The officers knocked on Scott's second-floor apartment door and asked him to come out, but Scott insisted the intruders were now inside his apartment and asked police to kick in his door, body-camera footage shows.




Instead, the officers shined a flashlight through Scott's apartment window. They later testified they saw a man standing alone, looking off with a "thousand yard stare."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When Scott eventually left his apartment, police said he came out holding a long, thin metal pipe and a cellphone. Smith drew and pointed his gun at the 65-year-old Scott saying, "put that down." Scott immediately dropped the pipe and slowly descended the complex's stairs.
Scott also gave officers a steak knife from his waistband. But when police asked him to turn around for a pat-down, Scott refused and said he wasn't comfortable because he had paranoid schizophrenia.

    


As the officers became insistent, Scott became more agitated. Body-camera video showed the officers trying to handcuff Scott and the three men falling to the ground.
Officers then turned Scott facedown onto his stomach and pressed the weight of their bodies and gear against him for over 90 seconds while struggling to put on the handcuffs before rolling him onto his back and side, according to police body-camera video. Throughout Scott repeatedly begged the officers to please stop.
Police left Scott lying on his side on a patch of sidewalk and gravel in front of the complex for nearly 10 minutes before paramedics arrived and told police to uncuff him. Once in the ambulance, paramedics started CPR on Scott, but it was too late. He was pronounced dead at the hospital.
The medical examiner's report said Scott's death was an accident caused by methamphetamine intoxication and not police restraint.
"My dad, he needed help. He didn't need to be apprehended, handcuffed," said his daughter, Rochelle Scott, 46. "He didn't deserve to go out -- no one deserves to go out like that -- like a dog in the street."

    


"They made him look like a monster, like he was just this dopehead and nobody cared and loved him," she added. "That was not the case."
For Rochelle Scott, the police response to her father -- her last living parent -- changed her life forever. She had been planning to get married, but in an interview, Scott said, "I never got married. My dad was supposed to walk me down the aisle."
Scott filed a wrongful death lawsuit in October 2020 against the officers and the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department on her father's behalf.
A judge in March 2023 found that the force officers used against Scott was unconstitutional, especially given that he had not committed a crime or threatened harm to the officers or himself. Attorneys for the officers did not respond to a request for comment but have appealed the judge's ruling to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which is pending.
Contested term obscures risks
Police said they noticed Scott was faintly breathing while lying on his side. One of the officers radioed dispatch, saying Scott was potentially suffering from "excited delirium," according to an investigative report by police.

    


The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department does not have training specifically for meth-induced crises. But it does have a policy on "Responding to Persons in Behavioral Crisis or with Special Needs" that identifies excited delirium as an "acute, excited state" that is "usually associated with illicit or prescription drug use and manifested by behavioral and physical changes that may result in sudden and unexplained death." It says those experiencing excited delirium "should be considered in medical crisis."
But some criminology and medical researchers question the reality of excited delirium and how the police approach subjects in crisis.
Since 2014, all new recruits in the Las Vegas police department must take 36 hours of Crisis Intervention Team training to learn how to manage situations involving mentally ill people, as well as those believed to be suffering from excited delirium. Officers are advised to call for medical help, quickly turn subjects onto their side after subduing them so that airways aren't constricted, and monitor their breathing.

    


The officers who responded to Roy Anthony Scott's call for help had been trained in crisis intervention the year before, court records show. But Peter Goldstein, an attorney who represents Scott's daughter, said training programs don't always mean officers are properly trained. "They didn't appear to learn the training because they didn't recognize things that were readily apparent," he told the Howard Center.
While it was the first time the two officers had worked together, Smith testified it was not his first encounter with Scott. According to 911 dispatch records, he helped a fellow officer in January 2019 detain Scott, after someone reported "a suspicious person that was acting in an agitated manner" outside a supermarket. Las Vegas Metropolitan Police told the Howard Center there were "no responsive records" related to the incident.
Little is known about the officers' background or job performance; police personnel records are not public under Nevada law. The police department denied a public records request for any use-of-force incident reports involving the officers.
According to their depositions in the civil case, Huntsman was hired by Las Vegas police in August 2017 and had previously been a construction worker and ophthalmology technician. Smith joined the force in September 2017 and had previously worked in retail at stores that sold hunting and outdoor goods and guns. 
___
Reporters Rachel Konieczny and Taylor Stevens contributed to this story, which was produced by the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at Arizona State University's Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication. The Howard Center is an initiative of the Scripps Howard Fund in honor of the late news industry executive and pioneer Roy W. Howard. Contact us at [email protected] or on X (formerly Twitter) @HowardCenterASU.
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    [image: A member of the Carlsbad Police Department shows a body camera and accompanying phone app all members of the department are to use in Carlsbad, Calif., on Nov. 1, 2016. Despite laws intended to ]
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[image: This image from Los Angeles Police Department body-camera video shows the police encounter with Jedison Swagerty, 32, on July 20, 2018. Swagerty was on the side of a busy road yelling and thrashing about, when two police officers arrived. The encounter ended with several officers forcibly holding Swagerty down in a prone position and emergency medical technicians injecting him with a sedative. Swagerty suffered cardiac arrest in the ambulance and was pronounced dead at the hospital. The coroner ruled the death accidental. (Los Angeles Police Department, Howard Center for Investigative Journalism via AP)]
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                                        Despite laws intended to "pierce the secrecy" protecting California police officers, law enforcement agencies have thwarted those who seek information on cases of alleged misconduct -- in some instances battling requesters in court.
And some basic personnel records -- including complaints and disciplinary action against officers -- are still hidden from the public, accessible only when a California judge grants access to them.
California had at least 198 non-shooting deaths from 2012 through 2021 after police used force that isn't supposed to be deadly -- the most documented in any state in the nation, an investigation by the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism, in conjunction with The Associated Press, found. The investigation identified 1,036 deaths across the country during that time frame, though suppression of information means the numbers are likely an undercount.

    


While California is widely considered one of the most progressive states in the nation, local law enforcement officers for decades have had their on-duty actions veiled by some of the strongest privacy protections in the country.




"Police officers are given enormous power," said David Loy, legal director of the First Amendment Coalition, a nonprofit that advocates for greater government transparency. "The public has an overwhelming interest in understanding and knowing why, how and when police officers exercised that extreme power."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

California passed a series of bills in recent years designed to give the public the right to records related to certain actions by law enforcement officers. And law enforcement agencies across the state have since released previously confidential documents under an avalanche of records requests. But attempts at greater transparency surrounding claims of police misconduct continue to be stymied by police departments and their unions.

    


"It has been a challenge to enforce the law as written," Loy said in an interview.
"I'm not saying all officers abuse their power," he added. "But that is precisely what the public has a right to know and verify."
A 'landmark bill'
In 2018, the California Legislature passed Senate Bill 1421, opening for the first time certain records related to police misconduct, including investigations of officers involved in sexual assault, dishonesty and use-of-force incidents, such as shootings. Assembly Bill 748, also passed in 2018, made public video and audio recordings including body-worn camera footage.
With the passage of these bills, government-created documents related to alleged or real misbehavior by police were supposed to be made available to anyone on request. The laws made public reports, investigations and records produced by police agencies or external investigating agencies, such as district attorneys, including interview transcripts, autopsy reports and disciplinary actions against officers.
California state Sen. Nancy Skinner, who authored Senate Bill 1421, said it was intended to "help identify and prevent unjustified use of force, make officer misconduct an even rarer occurrence, and build trust in law enforcement."

    


At the time, media organizations hailed it as a "landmark bill" and the American Civil Liberties Union said it would "pierce the secrecy that shrouds" law enforcement agencies.
But when the new law took effect on Jan. 1, 2019, law enforcement agencies across California began receiving public records requests and responded with what Loy called "a campaign of massive resistance."
The Carlsbad Police Officers Association, for example, was one of several police unions and agencies that sued to block the release of records created before the new law took effect, arguing it did not retroactively apply to existing cases. The ACLU of San Diego and Imperial Counties, where Loy was the legal director at the time, argued that the bill applied to records regardless of when they were created.
A San Diego County Superior Court Judge ruled against the police unions, joining several other similar court decisions that established records were releasable regardless of when they were created.

    


In March 2019, a collaboration of California news outlets, computer scientists and lawyers joined together to request, litigate for, and report on the newly available police records. The California Reporting Project began with six newsrooms, including San Francisco-based KQED and the Los Angeles Times. The collaborative has since grown to include dozens of member newsrooms, including The Associated Press and the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism in Arizona and Maryland.
Fighting denials
When an agency denies a request, options are limited in appealing the denial. Some municipalities have special administrative processes, but in many cases the only way forward is to file a lawsuit.
"Freedom of information laws are supposed to be self-executing in that you shouldn't need to get a lawyer," Loy said. "Not everyone can get access to legal counsel."

    


Skinner, in a 2021 report to the state Senate Committee on Public Safety, said some cities went as far as destroying records prior to the Jan. 1 effective date "to avoid producing responsive documents."
At the time, records retention laws gave agencies the right to destroy complaint records that were more than five years old. Among the cities named by Skinner were Downey and Morgan Hill, whose representatives told the Howard Center the records were destroyed according to the cities' retention schedule.
Skinner introduced her second bill, which became law in 2022, to broaden the types of police transparency records available to the public and to address some of the issues and confusion resulting from her first piece of legislation. The law expanded the categories of public information to include excessive use-of-force cases, as well as unlawful searches and arrests, failures to intervene against other officers who use unreasonable force, and cases in which police officers showed discrimination against certain people based on race, religion, sex or disability.
The law requires agencies to maintain complaints and any related reports or findings for at least five years if the complaints are determined to be unfounded -- and at least 15 years if the findings are confirmed. The law also set a 45-day deadline for agencies to produce requested police records.
But current law also states that records don't need to be released for "pending" or "active" investigations, a provision experts say some agencies use to continually delay disclosure.
More recently, state lawmakers approved a measure that added other obstacles for people seeking records related to police misconduct.
A 2023 law made California's Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training exempt from disclosing records related to officers' personnel files, misconduct records and other investigative materials of decertification cases. The state previously had required the commission to make those records public.
Now through Jan. 1, 2027, the commission is forwarding such requests back to the officer's department, essentially giving the decision to release records back to the local agencies that could be hurt by the release of any negative information. Civil rights and open government advocates had opposed the measure, arguing it would "deny promised transparency into the decertification process" and "take the state backward with respect to law enforcement transparency."
When records aren't specifically made disclosable by the new laws, agencies look to other state laws to determine whether to release officers' records.
The Public Records Act, California's body of law that covers the release of government information, gives law enforcement agencies broad latitude to keep records confidential based on their judgment that releasing the information "would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy."
___
This story was produced by the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at Arizona State University's Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication. The Howard Center is an initiative of the Scripps Howard Fund in honor of the late news industry executive and pioneer Roy W. Howard. Contact us at [email protected] or on X (formerly Twitter)@HowardCenterASU.
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    [image: Researcher Marianna Boros attaches electrodes to the head of Cuki, with during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Rohan, the border collie has electrodes attached to his head during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Researcher Marianna Boros, left, attached electrodes to the head of Cuki the dog, during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Researchers test Rohan, a border collie with her owner Paula Perez, during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: A diagram shows the placement of the electrodes during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: A dog plays with his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Rohan, the border collie, reacts to the collar that her owner is showing during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: A dog looks at his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: The researchers measure the dogs' brain activity during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Houdini, a border collie plays with his frisbee at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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    [image: Researcher Marianna Boros attaches electrodes to the head of Cuki, with during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Rohan, the border collie has electrodes attached to his head during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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Rohan, the border collie has electrodes attached to his head during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: Researcher Marianna Boros, left, attached electrodes to the head of Cuki the dog, during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Researchers test Rohan, a border collie with her owner Paula Perez, during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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Researchers test Rohan, a border collie with her owner Paula Perez, during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: A diagram shows the placement of the electrodes during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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A diagram shows the placement of the electrodes during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: A dog plays with his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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A dog plays with his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: Rohan, the border collie, reacts to the collar that her owner is showing during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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Rohan, the border collie, reacts to the collar that her owner is showing during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: A dog looks at his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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A dog looks at his ball at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: The researchers measure the dogs' brain activity during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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The researchers measure the dogs' brain activity during an experiment at the department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: Houdini, a border collie plays with his frisbee at the City Park in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to learn how to perform commands, dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven until now. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Many dog owners believe their pets understand and respond not only to commands such as "sit" and "stay," but also to words referring to their favorite objects. "Bring me your ball" will often result in exactly that. 
But science has had trouble determining whether dogs and other animals genuinely activate a mental image in their minds when they hear the name of an object, something that would suggest a deeper grasp of language, similar to the kind that humans have. 
A new study in Hungary has found that beyond being able to respond to commands like "roll over," dogs can learn to associate words with specific objects -- a relationship with language called referential understanding that had been unproven in dogs until now. 
"When we are talking about objects, objects are external to the dogs, and dogs have to learn that words refer, they stand for something that is external to them," said Marianna Boros, a cognitive neuroscientist and co-lead author of the study conducted by the Department of Ethology of the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest.

    


The study, which has been peer reviewed, was published last Friday in the science journal "Current Biology." It involved 18 dogs and a non-invasive EEG procedure using electrodes attached to dogs' heads to measure brain activity and register brain waves. 




Dog owners participating in the study would play an audio clip in which they said the name of their dog's toy -- like "ball" or "frisbee" -- and then they would show the dog an object. The researchers measured the dogs' brain activity when the object in the recording matched the object that was displayed, and also when it differed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We expected that if a dog really understands the meaning of the object's word, it will expect to see that object. And if the owner shows a different one, there will be a so-called surprise reaction in the brain," Boros said. "And this is exactly what we found." 

    


The study found a different brain pattern when the dogs were shown an object that matched the word, compared to when it didn't -- suggesting the animals conjured a mental image of an object based on hearing the word for it. 
Lilla Magyari, also a cognitive neuroscientist and co-lead author of the study, said that while other animals have been shown to have some degree of referential understanding of language, those animals have typically been highly trained to do so. 
In dogs, she said, the findings show that such capacities appear to be inborn and require no special training or talent. 
The study supports "theories of language evolution which actually say that referential understanding is not necessarily unique to humans," added Magyari, who is also an associate professor at the University of Stavanger in Norway. 
While the study has received praise, some experts have expressed doubts about its findings. Behavioral scientist and professor of psychology at Arizona State University, Clive Wynne, said in a post on Facebook that he believes that all the study shows is that dogs respond to stimuli -- but that they don't actually understand the meaning of specific words.

    


Scientists believe the first dogs began to be domesticated by humans up to 30,000 years ago, and have lived closely alongside us ever since. 
But whether dogs acquired their apparent capacity to understand referential language during that evolution remains unclear.
Budapest resident Emese Doroszlai said during a walk with her dog in a city park on Wednesday that she usually teaches him commands for specific actions. 
When told about the study, she said she hasn't given much thought to building her dog's vocabulary or teaching him names for objects.
But, she said, maybe the results of the study would change that.
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    [image: FILE - Eggs are cleaned and disinfected at the Sunrise Farms processing plant in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, which had seen an outbreak of avian flu. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: File - A hen stands next to an egg, Jan. 10, 2023, at a farm in Glenview, Ill. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers.(AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Eggs are cleaned and disinfected at the Sunrise Farms processing plant in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, which had seen an outbreak of avian flu. Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as the spring holidays approach, reflecting a market scrambled by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- A shortage of eggs in shops during Holy Week has led Norwegians to flock to supermarkets across the border in Sweden and hoard the traditional Easter food.
Norwegian news outlet Nettavisen said Thursday that the Nordby shopping center in Sweden, located just off the border about 100 kilometers (62 miles) south of the capital, Oslo, has been filled by "desperate" Norwegians trying stock up on eggs.
The center's Maxi-Mat food store ran out of eggs Tuesday, while the adjacent Nordby Supermarket has had to limit the number of eggs purchased to three 20-packs per household, the news outlet reported.
Not only are the Swedish stores better stocked with eggs, a traditional Easter treat needed for many dishes, but the product is also more affordable in Sweden, Nettavisen said.
"It's far cheaper than you get in Norway -- if you can get eggs in Norway at all, that is," Stale Lovheim, the head of the Nordby shopping center, told Nettavisen. "The last time I was in Norway, the store was empty" of eggs.

    


A pack of 20 eggs in Sweden sells for a price equivalent to 39.90 Norwegian kroner ($3.70), about 30% less than the price in Norway.




Concerns about overproduction of eggs in Norway led to farmers being offered compensation to reduce egg production. That and the effects of bird flu have led to a shortage, according to news reports.
Egg prices are at near-historic highs in many parts of the world as Easter approaches, reflecting a market battered by disease, high demand and growing costs for farmers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ranked consistently among the most expensive countries in the world, Norway is known for its substantially high cost of living, especially in regards to food products and alcohol, which are heavily taxed even when compared to well-to-do Nordic neighbors.
Many residents living in southern Norway regularly make shopping trips across the border to Sweden, where products and services enjoy a lower value-added tax, a phenomenon that has evolved into a lucrative business for Swedish store owners.
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                                        COOLIDGE, Ariz. (AP) -- It literally stinks that visitors to Casa Grande Ruins National Monument in south-central Arizona might not be able to use the attraction's picnic area until May.
Monument officials announced Wednesday that the picnic area will be closed from March 28 through April 30 due to the density of an invasive and noxious winter weed called stinknet that can grow more than 2 feet (0.6 meters) tall.
The weed has a turpentine-like odor and can cause serious breathing problems as well as severe skin rashes.
Stinknet has bright yellow blossoms on narrow green stems. The blossoms are round and similar to the shape of golf balls, right down to the dimpled pattern.
Arizona Native Plant Society officials said stinknet explosively spread in Maricopa County during the wet fall and winter seasons of 2016, 2018 and 2019.
That led to heavy infestations on the north fringes of Phoenix and Scottsdale along with rapid movement southward to Casa Grande.

    


Monument officials are asking visitors not to walk near -- or step on -- the flowering weed to avoid spreading it.
They said the Casa Grande Ruins team is working on a solution that will get the picnic area reopened as soon as possible, but they said it may take until May 1.
The monument, located in Coolidge about 20 miles (32 kilometers) northeast of Casa Grande, preserves a group of structures built by the Hohokam tribe more than 700 years ago.
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    [image: The Cambridge Men's team during a training session on the River Thames in Putney, London, Wednesday March 27, 2024. Jumping into London's River Thames has been the customary celebration for members of the winning crew in the annual Boat Race between storied English universities Oxford and Cambridge. Now researchers say it comes with a health warning. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Oxford University rowing team throw their cox Nicholas Brodie, centre, into the river after beating Cambridge University, at the 154th annual Boat Race on the River Thames, London, Saturday, March 29, 2008. Jumping into London's River Thames has been the customary celebration for members of the winning crew in the annual Boat Race between storied English universities Oxford and Cambridge. Now researchers say it comes with a health warning. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)]
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[image: The Cambridge men's team pass under Hammersmith Bridge during a training session on the River Thames in London, Tuesday March 26, 2024. Jumping into London's River Thames has been the customary celebration for members of the winning crew in the annual Boat Race between storied English universities Oxford and Cambridge. Now researchers say it comes with a health warning.(John Walton/PA via AP)]
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[image: FILE - The Oxford crew, right, throw their cox Colin Groshong into the Thames at the 155th Boat Race, in London, Sunday March 29, 2009. Jumping into London's River Thames has been the customary celebration for members of the winning crew in the annual Boat Race between storied English universities Oxford and Cambridge. Now researchers say it comes with a health warning. (AP Photo/Tom Hevezi, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The coach of Oxford's crew taking part in the Boat Race described the pollution in London's River Thames as a "national disgrace."
Testing by a campaign group has found high levels of E.coli along a section of the Thames in southwest London that will be used for the historic race on Saturday.
Crew members have been warned about the risks of entering the water and advised to use a "cleansing station" at the finish area. The pollution has also cast doubt on the post-race tradition of throwing the winning cox into the water.
The company responsible for the upkeep of the Thames faces mounting financial difficulties that critics say should force the company to return to state hands.
Figures released by the Environment Agency showed the level of sewage spills into England's rivers and seas by water companies more than doubled in 2023 compared to 2022, reaching 3.6 million hours of spills in 2023 compared to 1.75 million hours in 2022.

    


There has been no suggestion that the annual Boat Race between storied universities Oxford and Cambridge that dates to 1829 will not go ahead. The women's race will precede the men's event along the same 4.2-mile (6.8-kilometer) section of the Thames.




But Oxford coach Sean Bowden lamented the state of the water.
"It's a national disgrace, isn't it?" Bowden posed. "It would be terrific if the Boat Race drew attention to it. We are very keen to play a part and we recognize we have a role and a responsibility to it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Why," he added in British newspaper The Daily Telegraph, "would you want to put your kids out in that?"
Invariably, the focus has turned to whether the winning crew will dunk its cox into the Thames at the end of the race.
"If there's a health and safety problem, I don't think we'll be throwing him in because we don't want to risk that," said Harry Glenister, who has rowed for Britain and will compete for Oxford.

    


"It's just too much of a risk. We support whatever the Boat Race is saying about the conditions in the water. We just hope we'll win and then we'll decide."
Cambridge has won four of the last five men's races and leads the rivalry 86-81.
Cambridge has also won six straight in the women's race.
E.coli bacteria normally live in the intestines of healthy people and animals. Most strains are harmless, cause relatively brief diarrhea and most people recover without much incident, according to the Mayo clinic. But small doses of some strains -- including just a mouthful of contaminated water -- can cause a range of conditions, including urinary tract infection, cystitis, intestinal infection and vomiting, with the worst cases leading to life-threatening blood poisoning.
River Action, a campaign group, said the testing locations suggested the source of pollution was from utility company Thames Water discharging sewage directly into the river and its tributaries.
Thames Water, Britain's largest water company, is facing huge pressure to clear up the river, though it insists that the elevated levels of E.coli are not necessarily its fault.

    


"I would point out that E.coli has many different sources," the company's recently appointed chief executive Chris Weston told the BBC.
"It is not just from sewage, it is also from land run-off, it is from highway run-off, it is from animal feces. All of those things contribute to the problem and I am absolutely determined that, at Thames, we will play our part in cleaning up the problem and so the Thames is a river that people can use as they would like to everyday."
Under a plan drawn up last summer, Thames Water was asking investors to inject close to 4 billion pounds ($5.05 billion) into the business over the next five years. However, on Thursday shareholders refused to make the first payment of 500 million pounds ($630 million) without a big increase in consumers' water bills, a demand that the industry regulator denied.
Weston insisted it was "business as usual" at the debt-laden company as it has enough financial resources to survive into next year, by which time he hoped a new funding arrangement will have been agreed. However, the news has raised speculation that the company may have to be nationalized.

    


The parlous state of many of Britain's rivers, canals and coastlines is set to feature heavily in the general election, which is expected in the next few months. The main opposition Labour Party, which is way ahead of the governing Conservatives in opinion polls, has said it will make sure "new investment comes through to fix the broken sewage system without taxpayers being left to foot the bill."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - The Truth Social account for former President Donald Trump is seen on a mobile device, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. Reddit and Trump Media are the first social media companies to begin trading publicly in the last five years. They're also, thanks to the rabid reception among investors, the latest meme stocks. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A GameStop store in New York is shown on Jan. 28, 2021. GameStop and AMC were considered to be somewhat antiquated when small investors latched onto them in late 2020 and early 2021. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Reddit Inc. signage is seen on the New York Stock Exchange trading floor prior to Reddit IPO, March. 21, 2024. Reddit and Trump Media are the first social media companies to begin trading publicly in the last five years. They're also, thanks to the rabid reception among investors, the latest meme stocks. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Reddit and Trump Media are the first notable social media companies to begin trading publicly in the last five years. They're also, thanks to the rabid reception among investors coupled with the companies' fuzzy profit outlooks, the latest meme stocks. 
Meme stocks are typically shares in companies whose underlying business fails to justify a surge in their price. The action is often driven by small investors who for some reason pile into a stock, be it belief that a struggling company can turn itself around, a disdain for so-called short sellers -- or fidelity to a former president. Or simply opportunism. 
Reddit's initial public offering last week was the most anticipated debut so far this year, and it didn't disappoint, rising 48% on the first day. The stock gained an additional 30% Monday. 
Then Trump Media stole Reddit's thunder by jumping as much as 59% on its first day of trading Tuesday, before cooling off and closing with a gain of 16%. On Wednesday, the stock gained an additional 14% to close at $66.22. Former President Donald Trump holds a majority stake in Trump Media that could bring him billions.





    


Analysts and academics are comparing the surge in Reddit and Trump Media to the meme stock craze in 2021 that boosted shares of companies such as video game retailer GameStop and movie theater operator AMC Entertainment. Although there are differences between the two groups, the companies did have two prominent similarities: It was hard to look at the financials and predict a path to long-term profitability. But small investors bought in nonetheless. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump Media lost $49 million in the first nine months of last year, when it took in just $3.4 million in revenue and had to pay $37.7 million in interest expenses. In a recent regulatory filing, the company said it will lose money "for the foreseeable future." 

    


Research firm Similarweb estimates that Truth Social had roughly 5 million monthly visits in February of this year. By comparison, Facebook had 15.2 billion visits, while Reddit had 2 billion. 
Reddit, like its social media peers, relies on user growth and advertising revenue, but it has yet to turn a profit in its nearly 20-year history that has also been beset by management turmoil and user backlashes. About 76 million users checked into one of Reddit's roughly 100,000 communities in December, according to a regulatory disclosure.
While Reddit and Trump Media can be considered newer technology companies, GameStop and AMC were considered to be somewhat antiquated when small investors latched onto them in late 2020 and early 2021. GameStop struggled while selling video games and consoles in stores without a digital alternative, and AMC lost billions of dollars as movie fans embraced streaming and the pandemic kept them out of theaters. 
Granted, GameStop had the backing of Ryan Cohen, founder of the e-commerce pet food company Chewy, who investors likely thought could modernize GameStop's business. But a number of investors were individuals who belonged to the Reddit community Wall Street Bets and bought shares in order to "stick it to" to big institutions that had made bets the stock would drop. As the stock took off, even more investors seized the opportunity to buy. 

    


Many of those investing in Trump Media are also small-time investors either trying to support Trump or aiming to cash in on the mania. They helped the stock of Digital World Acquisition more than double this year ahead of its merger with Trump Media, which took its place on the Nasdaq stock market. As the stock jumped Tuesday, one user urged conservatives to "get behind the DJT stock and send it over $100 per share" to "drive the liberals insane!" 
Data from Vanda Research show that retail investors bought $6.5 million of Trump Media shares on its first trading day and $7.9 million of Reddit shares for its debut. 
The frenzy surrounding GameStop and AMC eventually died down. GameStop's market value peaked above $20 billion in January 2021; it's now just above $4 billion after Cohen's turnaround has for the most part failed to materialize. AMC's market value has dropped from a high of around $29 billion to about $1.5 billion. While both carry on -- GameStop even reported a small profit for the fiscal year ended in January -- analysts question their longevity. 

    


Following the release of GameStop's earnings report Tuesday, Michael Pachter, an analyst at Wedbush Securities, wrote in a note to investors that steeper revenue declines for the company could lead to large losses and possibly bankruptcy. 
"If we're right, GameStop has a likely runway of no more than five years," Pachter said.
Even so, Pachter is even more skeptical of the fervor over Trump Media in the market. He notes that GameStop had revenue of more than $5 billion back in 2020 while Trump Media's revenue is under $5 million. 
"GameStop was the meme stock of a lifetime, but Trump Media has put it to shame," Pachter said in an email. 
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    [image: FILE - The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., on March 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Trade Commission is investigating TikTok over its data and security practices, a probe that could lead to a settlement or a lawsuit against the company, according to a person familiar with the matter. 
The investigation is the latest battle in Washington for the social media company, which is already fighting against a federal bill that could ban the platform in the U.S. if it doesn't break ties with its Beijing-based parent company, ByteDance. 
In its investigation, the FTC has been looking into whether TikTok violated a portion of federal law that prohibits "unfair and deceptive" business practices by denying that individuals in China had access to U.S. user data, said the person, who is not authorized to discuss the investigation. 
The agency also is scrutinizing the company over potential violations of the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act, which requires kid-oriented apps and websites to get parents' consent before collecting personal information of children under 13.

    


FTC spokesperson Nicole Drayton and TikTok declined to comment on the investigation, which was first reported by Politico. 




The agency is nearing the conclusion of its investigation and could settle with TikTok in the coming weeks. But there's not a deadline for an agreement, the person said.
If the FTC moves forward with a lawsuit instead, it would have to refer the case to the Justice Department, which would have 45 days to decide whether it wants to file a case on the FTC's behalf, make changes or send it back to the agency to pursue on its own. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The news comes nearly two years after Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Mark Warner and Marco Rubio, the top Republican on the committee, urged FTC chair Lina Khan to investigate TikTok, citing a report from Buzzfeed News that said ByteDance employees in China have repeatedly accessed data on U.S. TikTok users. 

    


In late 2022, ByteDance said it fired four employees who accessed data on journalists from Buzzfeed News and The Financial Times while attempting to track down leaks of confidential materials about the company. 
Legislation that could determine TikTok's fate in the U.S. was approved in the House this month. But the bill has already run into roadblocks in the Senate, where there is little unanimity on how to best approach concerns over the social platform. 
Lawmakers and intelligence officials have said they worry the platform could be used by the Chinese government to access U.S. user data or influence Americans through its popular algorithm. To date, the U.S. government hasn't provided public evidence that this has happened.
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    [image: FILE - The Amazon logo is photographed at the Vivatech show in Paris, on June 15, 2023. Amazon says, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, its investing another $2.75 billion in the Artificial intelligence startup Anthropic, bringing its total investment in the company to $4 billion. The investment will give Amazon a minority stake in San Francisco-based Anthropic, which is a rival to OpenAI, the maker of the popular chatbot ChatGPT. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Amazon said Wednesday it is pouring an additional $2.75 billion into Anthropic, bringing its total investment in the artificial intelligence startup to $4 billion. 
Amazon will maintain a minority stake in San Francisco-based Anthropic, a rival of ChatGPT maker OpenAI.
"Generative AI is poised to be the most transformational technology of our time, and we believe our strategic collaboration with Anthropic will further improve our customers' experiences, and look forward to what's next," said Swami Sivasubramanian, vice president of data and AI at AWS, Amazon's cloud computing subsidiary.
The Seattle-based tech giant made an initial investment of $1.25 billion in Anthropic in September and indicated then it had plans to invest up to $4 billion. 
The two companies are collaborating to develop so-called foundation models, which underpin the generative AI systems that have captured global attention.

    


Under the deal, Anthropic will use AWS as its "primary" cloud provider and use Amazon's custom chips to build, train and deploy AI models. It will also provide AWS customers, which are mostly businesses, with access to models on an Amazon service called Bedrock. In its announcement Wednesday, Amazon said companies like Delta Air Lines and Siemens are already using Bedrock to access Anthropic's AI models. 
The investment is the latest example of how Big Tech companies are spending on artificial intelligence startups amid growing public and business interest in the technology. Earlier this year, U.S. antitrust regulators said they were reviewing these investments. 
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    [image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store look at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known smart consumer electronics brand in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man peeks at the interior of the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known smart consumer electronics brand in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun shows off the multiple colours of the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, during a launch event in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun speaks at a launch event for the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun shows off the colours of the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, with matching Xiaomi smartphones in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun, waves after introducing the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store look at the interiors of a Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store looks at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man peeks at the interior of the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known smart consumer electronics brand in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store look at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known smart consumer electronics brand in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun shows off the multiple colours of the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, during a launch event in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun speaks at a launch event for the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun shows off the colours of the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, with matching Xiaomi smartphones in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xiaomi founder Lei Jun, waves after introducing the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan in Beijing, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store look at the interiors of a Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store looks at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store looks at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9
Visitors to the Xiaomi Automobile flagship store looks at the Xiaomi SU7 electric car on display in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi announced that it will deliver its first electric vehicle on March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars with a sporty high-tech sedan.
The tech company began accepting orders in China via an app on Thursday night, after founder Lei Jun wrapped up a more than two-hour presentation on the SU7 car by announcing the much-awaited price range: 215,900 yuan to 299,900 yuan (about $30,000 to $40,000).
Xiaomi said that it received 50,000 orders for the SU7 in the first 27 minutes after sales opened at 10 p.m. Beijing time (1400 GMT).
Government subsides have helped make China the world's largest market for electric vehicles, and a bevy of new makers are locked in fierce competition. Most of the industry's sales have been domestic, but Chinese makers are pushing into overseas markets with lower-priced models, posing a potential challenge to European, Japanese and American auto companies.

    


Lei wasn't bashful about that challenge, saying that Beijing-based Xiaomi aims to become one of the world's top five automakers in the next 15 to 20 years. It's hard to make cars, he told an audience in a live-streamed presentation at a convention center, but added that it's cool to succeed.




The combined share of EVs and hybrids in China's auto sales is likely to reach 42% to 45% this year, up from 36% in 2023, according to Fitch Ratings. But the agency said in a December report that the competition could put pressure on automakers' short-term market share and profitability.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lei said Xiaomi would lose money on the basic model at 215,900 yuan, a price that undercuts the Tesla Model 3 in China. He claimed the SU7 outperformed the Tesla in most categories, though the top-line version falls short of the Porsche Taycan.
"There's still a long way to go for our car to become a Porsche," he said, but that if Xiaomi keeps striving for five to 10 years, "we will eventually surpass Porsche one day." 

    


Known for its affordable smartphones, smart telvisions and other devices, Xiaomi aims to capitalize on that technology by connecting its cars with its phones and home appliances in what it calls a "Human x Car x Home" ecosystem.
Lei presented the SU7 as a high-performance vehicle with a long range, before highlighting its smart features, such as talking to a delivery person from the car when the doorbell rings at home. In a nod to the popularity of the iPhone, he said that the system would be compatible with Apple as well as Xiaomi phones.
Tu Le, the founder of the Sino Auto Insights consultancy, said that Xiaomi is trying to close the loop by adding transportation to a product mix already integrated into its customers' personal and professional lives. 
"The ability to seamlessly be a continuous part of someone's life is the holy grail for tech companies," he said in an emailed response. "You probably don't know anyone in Beijing that doesn't have at least one Xiaomi product, be it a mobile phone, computer, TV, (air) purifier, or tablet."
As a newcomer to automaking, the company is making an educated guess that it can design and develop a car that will sell, he said. Given the sluggish Chinese economy and an ongoing EV price war, he predicted it would take a year or two to see if Xiaomi can adapt to correct any missteps and succeed.

    


"They are a technology company, so that's their advantage, but they need to reconcile that with drinking through a fire hose to learn how to be a tech company that builds cars," Le said.
CreditSights, a financial research firm, said that it expects Xiaomi's EV division to sell 60,000 vehicles in its first year and lose money for its first two years because of high marketing and promotion costs.
Chinese automakers trying to expand abroad face political headwinds.
The European Union is investigating Chinese subsidies to determine if they give made-in-China EVs an unfair market advantage overseas. The U.S. announced an investigation last month into Chinese-made connected cars that it says could gather sensitive information about their drivers.

    


"China is determined to dominate the future of the auto market, including by using unfair practices," President Joe Biden said when the U.S. investigation was announced. "China's policies could flood our market with its vehicles, posing risks to our national security. I'm not going to let that happen on my watch."
China pushed back this week, filing a World Trade Organization complaint that alleges that U.S. subsides for electric vehicles discriminate against Chinese products.
The U.S. Defense Department put Xiaomi on a blacklist in 2021 over alleged links to China's military, but removed it a few months later after the company denied the links and sued the U.S. government.
____
Associated Press researcher Yu Bing and video producer Caroline Chen contributed to this report.
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                    Donald Trump is returning to the stock market. Shareholders of Digital World Acquisition Corp., a publicly traded shell company, approved a deal to merge with the former president's media business in a Friday vote. It comes as the presumptive Republican nominee is facing a $454 million judgment in a fraud lawsuit. (AP Video: John Minchillo, Terry Chea, Erik Verduzco)
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    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks after voting in Florida's primary election in Palm Beach, Fla., Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Trump's return to the stock market could be right around the corner. All eyes are on a vote Friday by shareholders of Digital World Acquisition Corp., a shell company that is looking to merge with the former president's media business. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)]
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[image: The Truth Social account for former President Donald Trump is seen on a mobile device, Wednesday, March 20, 2024, in New York. Trump's Truth Social looks set to hit Wall Street in a move that could give him stock worth billions of dollars on paper. But the former president likely can't cash it out right away, unless some things change. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump launched his social media platform, Truth Social, in early 2022, after he was banned from major sites such as Facebook and the platform formerly known as Twitter following the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol.

While he's since been reinstated to both, he's mostly stayed off X, the Elon Musk-owned platform that was once his primary megaphone. On Facebook, meanwhile, his posts are largely videos and images with slogans and messages like "THANK YOU, MISSOURI! Together, WE are going to MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!!!" 

That's unlikely to change even as the Trump Media & Technology Group starts trading on the NASDAQ stock market.

Here are some things to know about Trump's social media platform and where it fits into the broader social media landscape. 
WHAT IS TRUTH SOCIAL?



Before Truth Social, there was a short-lived blog on Trump's personal website called "From the Desk of Donald J. Trump." But it didn't last long, and Trump's camp was already hinting that the former president had a social media platform in the works. 

Truth Social launched in the Apple App store in February 2022. It was a glitchy start, but it shot to the top of Apple's list of most downloaded free apps. While the platform sought to capitalize on the outrage over Trump's social media bans to attract a broad audience, Truth Social, much like fellow right-leaning social media platforms Gettr and Parler, has not been able to move much beyond an echo chamber of conservative political commentary -- if they are able to stay online in the first place. 

"It is marketed in opposition to mainstream media apps, which Trump and his supporters allege discriminate against their views and limit free expression. Its content and audience are overwhelmingly conservative and made up of the MAGA base," said Roxana Muenster, a doctoral student at Cornell University who studies the far-right and digital communication. "There is also a lot of hate speech and extremism on the platform due to their lax approach to content moderation." 
HOW BIG IS IT?



The company behind Truth Social doesn't disclose user numbers. As it lays out in a regulatory filing, "since its inception, TMTG has focused on developing Truth Social by enhancing features and user interface rather than relying on traditional performance metrics like average revenue per user, ad impressions and pricing, or active user accounts, including monthly and daily active users."

Nonetheless, research firm Similarweb estimates that Truth Social had roughly 5 million monthly visits in February of this year. That compares with more than 2 billion for TikTok and more than 3 billion monthly active users for Facebook, for instance, by Meta's own reporting. However, the site fares better than rivals in the so-called "alt-tech" space, such as Parler, which just returned to Apple's app store this week after being offline for more than a year, or Gettr, which had less than 2 million visitors in February. 

Trump reaches far fewer people on his platform, where he has less than 7 million followers, than he might on X, where he boasts 87 million. 

"It's unlikely that Truth Social will rival mainstream social media platforms any time soon. For many users, Trump is what draws them to Truth Social. For many more, it's what keeps them away," Muenster said. "But more importantly, it will be hard for it to rival X because of the way platforms work. Social networks benefit from scale: The more users are on one platform, the more it increases in value -- that is called network effects." 

Digital World itself has pointed out the need to grow its user base in order to be successful. In its filing with U.S. regulators, the company listed many of the risks facing TMTG. Chief among them is the need for the platform to grow its user base

"In order to be successful, TMTG will need millions of those people to register and regularly use TMTG's platform," the company wrote. "If President Trump becomes less popular or there are new controversies that damage his credibility or the desire of people to use a platform associated with him, and from which he will derive financial benefit, TMTG's results of operations could be adversely affected."
HOW DOES IT WORK? 



Truth Social looks and feels a bit like X. Users have a profile, they can follow one another, post "truths" or "retruths" and send direct messages. Ads are called "sponsored truths." 

To sign up, Truth Social asks for an email address and phone number. Users have to agree to receive text messages from it before they can complete the signup process. This is uncommon for social media companies looking to attract as many people as possible, since it may turn off some potential users. And unlike mainstream social media companies, which allow teenagers to sign up, Truth Social requires users to be at least 18 -- though it does not verify ages. 

Truth Social's feed looks much like X's, with a purple color scheme and a "for you" section of recommended posts as well as a feed of accounts a user follows. There's an abundance of conservative-leaning political posts, voices of support for Trump, railing against immigration and President Joe Biden. 

As part of an agreement that runs until February 2025, Trump has agreed to wait six hours after posting on Truth Social before he can post any "non-political communications" on other social media platforms 

However, this is at the former president's sole discretion, and as the company notes in a regulatory filing, as "a candidate for president, most or all of President Trump's social media posts may be deemed by him to be politically related." 
HOW DOES IT COMPARE TO OTHER PLATFORMS? 



Newer social media apps targeting conservative users, including Truth Social, Parler and Gab, haven't come remotely close to matching the success of Facebook or X. That's partly because Republican politicians and causes already draw large audiences on existing, better established platforms, so they see little reason to move to a new service. 

A 2022 Pew Research Center survey -- the most recent one available -- found that while 27% of Americans had heard of Truth Social, only 2% used it to get their news. Still, the site fared better than rival conservative-leaning apps. It was second only to Parler, which was temporarily taken offline following the Jan. 6 attack. 

Truth Social says it encourages an "open, free, and honest global conversation without discriminating on the basis of political ideology." But while it has touted minimal content moderation, a 2022 report from the nonprofit Public Citizen found that early users experienced "bans after selecting usernames or authoring posts that made fun of or criticized the former president and his allies." 

Muenster notes that while it is marketed as a free expression platform, Truth Social still engages in some content moderation, including limiting illegal or copyrighted material. It's also stricter on sexual content and language than other platforms, she said. 

"Their policy also leaves a lot of room for the company to decide which other type of content they deem inappropriate. And they have made use of that, with reports that they banned accounts that tweeted about the Jan. 6th investigation and parody accounts who were accused of impersonating others," Muenster said. 
HOW MIGHT TRUTH SOCIAL CHANGE NOW THAT IT'S PUBLIC?



Private companies are accountable to their owners, while public companies are accountable to the shareholders who own the company's stock. Now that it's being traded on the market, some $300 million is expected to flow into the company and TMTG will be required to report its quarterly finances as well as other material news to the Securities and Exchange Commission. While at the outset, Trump will hold the majority of its stock, should he decide to sell it, the company's stock will be subject to the whims of Wall Street, with investors looking for healthy finances and growth. 

In this sense, Truth Social faces some of the same problems that X has been contending with -- mainstream advertisers who don't want to be associated with hate speech and other controversial content.

"X is also in a precarious situation, but the users who leave X because of its new owner's online activity or political views are more likely to choose one of the many other platforms trying to take X's place, such as BlueSky or Meta's Threads, than a platform owned by a politician whose views and activity they also deem problematic," Muenster said. "But if this deal goes through, Truth Social will have to answer to investors, investors who will want their investment to pay off. For this to happen, the platform will have to attract more users. It will be interesting to see how they attempt to go about this."
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    [image: FILE - The Apple logo is illuminated at a store in Munich, Germany, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. European Union regulators opened investigations into Apple, Google and Meta on Monday March 25, 2024 in the first cases under a sweeping new law designed to stop Big Tech companies from cornering digital markets that took effect earlier this month. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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                                        Apple has announced their annual developers conference will take place June 10 through June 14.
The big summer event will be live-streamed, but some select developers have been invited to attend in-person events at Apple's campus in Cupertino, California, on June 10.
The company typically showcases their latest software and product updates -- including the iPhone, iPad, Apple Watch, AppleTV and Vision Pro headset -- during a keynote address on the first day. 
Contributing to a drop in Apple's stock price this year is concern it lags behind Microsoft and Google in the push to develop products powered by artificial intelligence technology. While Apple tends to keep its product development close to the vest, CEO Tim Cook signaled at the company's annual shareholder meeting in February that it has been making big investments in generative AI and plans to disclose more later this year.
The week-long conference will have opportunities for developers to connect with Apple designers and engineers to gain insight into new tools, frameworks and features, according to the company's announcement.
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    [image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, shakes hands with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Chinese leader Xi Jinping has told visiting Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte that attempts to restrict China's access to technology will not stop the country's advance. (Li Xueren/Xinhua via AP)]
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[image: Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks to journalists at the Dutch embassy near Chinese calligraphy on the wall in Beijing, Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Chinese leader Xi Jinping has told visiting Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte that attempts to restrict China's access to technology will not stop the country's advance. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Chinese leader Xi Jinping told visiting Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte on Wednesday that attempts to restrict China's access to technology will not stop the country's advance.
The Netherlands imposed export licensing requirements in 2023 on the sale of machinery that can make advanced processor chips. The move came after the United States blocked Chinese access to advanced chips and the equipment to make them, citing security concerns, and urged its allies to follow suit.
An online report from state broadcaster CCTV did not mention the chip machinery, but quoted Xi as saying that the creation of scientific and technological barriers and the fragmentation of the industrial and supply chains will lead to division and confrontation.
"The Chinese people also have the right to legitimate development, and no force can stop the pace of China's scientific and technological development and progress," Xi said, according to CCTV.

    


Dutch company ASML is the world's only producer of machines that use extreme ultraviolet lithography to make advanced semiconductors. In 2023, China became ASML's second-largest market, accounting for 29% of its revenue as Chinese companies bought up equipment before the licensing requirement took effect.




Rutte, speaking to journalists after his meeting, declined to go into specifics of the talks. 
"What I can tell you is that ... when we have to take measures, that they are never aimed at one country specifically, that we always try to make sure that the impact is limited, is not impacting the supply chain, and therefore is not impacting the overall economic relationship," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dutch leader, who was accompanied by Trade Minister Geoffrey van Leeuwen on the trip, said the top issue for him in their meetings with Xi and Chinese Premier Li Qiang was the war in Ukraine. 
China has taken a neutral position on the war, providing Russia with diplomatic cover and economic support through trade. That stance has angered and frustrated much of Europe, which sees Russia as the aggressor and Ukraine as the victim.

    


Rutte said it's important for China to understand that "this is a direct security threat for us, because if Russia will be successful in Ukraine, it will be a threat to the whole of Europe. It will not end with Ukraine."
He added that he had asked China's leaders "to put their considerable weight -- and they can do that as far as I'm concerned in a very discreet way -- but as much as possible on Russia to influence the course of events."
ASML, the Netherlands' largest company, recently threatened to leave the country over anti-immigration policies that may impact the company's ability to hire talent, leaving government officials scrambling to ensure that the firm does not leave.
Van Leeuwen said this week in an interview with The FD, a Dutch business newspaper, that protecting the interests of ASML is a top priority but acknowledged that national security comes before economic interests.
Beijing has repeatedly accused the U.S. of trying to hold back China's economic development by restricting access to technology. In response, Xi has launched a campaign to develop home-grown chips and other high-tech products.

    


"China always opposes the U.S. overstretching the concept of national security and making various excuses to coerce other countries into imposing a technological blockade against China," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said in January.
Rutte said that NATO and its growing ties with Asia did not come up at Wednesday's talks. He is a leading candidate to be the next head of the alliance, which China has criticized for provoking regional tensions and making diplomatic forays into the Asia-Pacific region.
___
Soo reported from Hong Kong. AP writer Michael Corder in The Hague, Netherlands contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-netherlands-mark-rutte-dutch-asml-nato-a173a05114c9f13c23306e2ea393943b
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    [image: Yeomanry guards carry the bowls containing the red and white purses with the Maundy money inside in Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester Cathedral, Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla, right is greeted by the Bishop of Worcester, John Inge, as she arrives for the Royal Maundy service at Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester, England, Thursday March 28, 2024.( Jacob King/PA via AP)]
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[image: A view of the white purses containing a set of specially minted silver Maundy coins ahead of Britain's Queen Camilla distributing the Maundy Money, in Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla is greeted by Bishop of Worcester Cathedral, The Right Reverend Dr John Inge, left, as she arrives for the Royal Maundy Service where she distributes the Maundy money to 75 men and 75 women, mirroring the age of the monarch, in Worcester Cathedral, Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024 to thank them for their outstanding Christian service and for making a difference to the lives of people in their local communities. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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    [image: Yeomanry guards carry the bowls containing the red and white purses with the Maundy money inside in Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester Cathedral, Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla, left, and Interim Dean of Worcester Cathedral The Reverend Canon Dr Stephen Edwards, right, arrive for the Royal Maundy Service where The Queen will distribute the Maundy money to 75 men and 75 women, mirroring the age of the monarch, in Worcester Cathedral, Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla smiles as she arrives for the Royal Maundy Service where she distributes the Maundy money to 75 men and 75 women, mirroring the age of the monarch, in Worcester Cathedral, Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024 to thank them for their outstanding Christian service and for making a difference to the lives of people in their local communities. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla, right is greeted by the Bishop of Worcester, John Inge, as she arrives for the Royal Maundy service at Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester, England, Thursday March 28, 2024.( Jacob King/PA via AP)]
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[image: A view of the white purses containing a set of specially minted silver Maundy coins ahead of Britain's Queen Camilla distributing the Maundy Money, in Worcester Cathedral, in Worcester, England, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. The monarch commemorates Maundy by offering 'alms' to senior citizens. Each recipient receives two purses, one red and one white. (Justin Tallis, Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- King Charles III on Thursday stressed the importance of friendship and acts of caring in a recorded message delivered to a traditional pre-Easter church service, which the monarch skipped as he continues to undergo cancer treatment.
Queen Camilla represented her husband during the Royal Maundy Service at Worcester Cathedral, presenting bags of specially minted coins to people being honored for public service. The event is held every year on the Thursday before Easter, known as Maundy Thursday in Britain.
The personal message from Charles comes after the recent announcements that both the king and the Princess of Wales had been diagnosed with cancer. While the message made no direct reference to the royals' health problems, it marked the king's first public comment since his daughter-in-law revealed she was undergoing chemotherapy.

    


Charles said that Jesus set an "example of how we should serve and care for each other," and how as a nation "we need and benefit greatly from those who extend the hand of friendship to us, especially in a time of need.''
The service, which dates back to the year 600, commemorates the Last Supper, when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples as an act of service and humility.




Sovereigns no longer wash the feet of the needy as they did in medieval times. Instead, Camilla presented purses filled with special coins, known as Maundy money, to 75 women and 75 men, a number dictated by the king's age.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The service "reminds me of the pledge I made at the beginning of the Coronation Service -- to follow Christ's example 'not to be served but to serve,'" Charles said in his message. "That I have always tried to do and continue to do, with my whole heart."
The king stepped back from public appearances in early February, when he announced that he would undergo treatment for an undisclosed type of cancer. He has continued to carry out his state duties, including regular meetings with the prime minister and reviewing and signing government documents.
The Princess of Wales, wife of Prince William, announced last week that she, too, was being treated for an undisclosed type of cancer. The news came after the princess, formerly Kate Middleton, underwent abdominal surgery in January.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/king-charles-iii-royal-maundy-kate-cancer-0a2c9c1799abfcded852bc4a1f26ef83
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    [image: FILE - Alessandro Michele poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Don't Worry Darling' during the 79th edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 5, 2022. The flamboyant former designer of Gucci Alessandro Michele has been named the new creative director at storied Roman luxury house Valentino, following the sudden departure last week of Pierpaolo Piccioli after 25 years. Valentino confirmed the move in a statement Thursday March 28, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Designer Alessandro Michele acknowledges the applause of the audience at the end of Gucci's Fall/Winter 2020/2021 collection, presented in Milan, Italy, on Feb. 19, 2020. The flamboyant former designer of Gucci Alessandro Michele has been named the new creative director at storied Roman luxury house Valentino, following the sudden departure last week of Pierpaolo Piccioli after 25 years. Valentino confirmed the move in a statement Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The flamboyant former designer at Gucci, Alessandro Michele, has been named the new creative director at storied Roman luxury house Valentino, following the sudden departure last week of Pierpaolo Piccioli after 25 years.
Valentino -- which stages collections in Paris -- confirmed the move in a statement Thursday, calling it the "start of a new journey aimed at continuing to see the brand's unique values, its heritage and its couture codes shine around the world."
"In his new role, Alessandro Michele will be based in Rome, the creative heart of our house, the city where it was founded in 1960," the statement said. Michele, 51, left Gucci in 2022, after a widely popular creative tenure.
In a social media post, Michele said it was "a great honor (to be) entering a Maison de Couture that has engraved the word 'beauty' in a collective story made of research and extreme grace."
Founded in Rome in 1960 by Valentino Garavani, the Valentino company is an internationally recognized Italian luxury house, with stores in over 25 countries.
Michele's debut collection will be unveiled at Paris Fashion Week in September, according to current plans.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/valentino-fashion-michele-piccioli-creative-director-rome-eaee85e81365b2136459327f4b9bcfb2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Beijingers play fetch with migratory birds in traditional game | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AP PHOTOS: Beijingers play fetch with migratory birds in traditional game

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


    

    
        
            
                    Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


                

            
    
    Photos
                    13
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 13
Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man prepares to throw a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man prepares a bird before tossing it into the air to catch a bead shot out of a tube, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man smokes near Wutong birds waiting for their turn to catch beads blown out of tubes, a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, opens his hand for a bird to return after throwing it into the air to catch a bead shot up, as they practise a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A wutong bird catches beads in its beak, training for a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. The ancient practice involves training birds to catch beads in mid-air shot out of a tube. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man looks over at a bird he keeps and trains to fly around him outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Locals train birds of various types to perform different acts including catching beads shot out of a tube or opening boxes. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man throws a bird up as he shoots a bead through a tube for it to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, trains a bird using a whistle outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. Locals train birds of various types to perform different acts including catching beads shot out of a tube or opening boxes. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A man blows a bead out of a tube for a bird to catch in mid-air, practising a Beijing tradition that dates back to the Qing Dynasty, outside a stadium in Beijing, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Today, only about 50-60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Passersby in Beijing during winter or early spring might happen upon groups of residents playing fetch with birds. The players blow plastic beads into the air through carbon tubes for the birds -- often from the migratory wutong species -- to catch and return, in exchange for a treat.
It's a Beijing tradition dating back to the Qing Dynasty, which ruled between the 17th century and early 20th century. Today, only about 50 to 60 people in Beijing are believed to still practice it.
Xie Yufeng, a 39-year-old cook, is one of them. Late Tuesday afternoon, Xie gathered with a few friends near Workers' Stadium, where residents often congregate in the evenings to dance in tandem, practice tai chi or play the Chinese yo-yo.
Xie and his friends brought along their winged playmates -- most of them wutong birds, with their distinctive yellow beaks and which fly southward from China's northeast to Beijing every fall to escape the bitter winter.

    


Domesticating the birds and training them for the bead-catching game may take four to five months, Xie said. Players teach the birds to fetch by first throwing seeds into the air, and later replacing them with plastic beads. Every time the birds retrieve the beads, they are rewarded with a snack. In the past, the beads were made of bone.
"In order to do this well, patience is the most important quality for a player," Xie said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The tradition is said to have taken root in the capital with the arrival of the Qing Dynasty, a Manchu group that took control of Beijing in the mid-1600s.
Manchu nobles, living around the Forbidden City, are believed to have popularized catching and training birds as a pastime.
Today, residents of Beijing's traditional alleyways, called hutong in Chinese, often still raise birds in cages and may even take the whole birdcages out for walks.
The wutong bird owners usually release them in late spring and allow them to migrate back to the northeast -- only to catch or purchase new ones the following fall.

    


___
Mistreanu reported from Taipei, Taiwan. AP researcher Yu Bing contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - The Trader Joe's logo hangs on a mural, Aug. 13, 2019, in Cambridge, Mass. Trader Joe's recently upped the price to 23 cents for a single banana, marking a 4-cent increase from the grocer's previous going rate for the fruit that remained unchanged for over 20 years. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It may not be too "appeeling," but the price of some bananas are rising by a few cents.
Trader Joe's recently upped the price for a single banana to 23 cents, a 4-cent -- or 21% -- increase from the grocer's previous going rate for the fruit that had remained unchanged for over 20 years.
"We only change our prices when our costs change, and after holding our price for Bananas at 19C/ each for more than two decades, we've now reached a point where this change is necessary," a spokesperson for the chain based in Monrovia, California, said.
In contrast to other foods more heavily impacted by inflation, bananas have stayed relatively affordable over time -- with average global prices never exceeding more than about 80 cents per pound (0.45 kilograms). 
Still, banana prices have seen some jumps in recent years. And it's not just impacting Trader Joe's shoppers.

    


In the U.S., the cost of a pound of bananas averaged at about 63 cents last month. That's only 3 cents more than it was a decade ago, government data shows, but about 6 cents higher than prices reported at the start of 2020, in the months before COVID-19 was declared a global pandemic.




Around the world, banana prices saw their most notable pandemic-era spikes in 2022 -- with the global average price per metric ton increasing by more than $520 over the course of that year, according to the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, citing International Monetary Fund numbers. Those prices drifted back down some in 2023, but still remain elevated.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Bananas are a very popular fruit among consumers, so retailers try to keep prices low," Neil Saunders, managing director at research firm GlobalData, notes. "However, prices cannot defy gravity forever and (we are) now starting to see retailers like Trader Joe's make adjustments."
One of the main reasons behind these increases is the rising cost of farming bananas, Saunders added, noting that fertilizer, pesticide and transportation prices have all gone up due to general inflation. 

    


At the same time, demand for bananas has been growing, he said. That creates an imbalance with supply as exporters face pressures of higher costs, greater prevalence of disease impacting plants and unfavorable weather conditions.
The World Banana Forum, part of the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization, has pointed to growing effects of global warming, including higher instances of drought and natural disasters, that make banana production "increasingly difficult, uncertain and costly."
Such concerns go well-beyond bananas. Researchers expect food prices and inflation overall to rise as temperatures climb with climate change.
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    [image: This photo provided by Jeep shows the 2024 Grand Cherokee. Top trim levels such as the Summit Reserve, pictured here, provide high levels of luxury and off-road capability. (Courtesy of Stellantis via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Honda shows the 2024 Passport. The new TrailSport version pictured here has all-terrain tires and a specially tuned suspension. (Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co. via AP)]
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                                        Midsize SUVs with two rows of seating are an excellent option if you want something a little bigger than the ubiquitous small SUV. They have room for five and plenty of storage space but also are less expensive and easier to park than three-row SUVs. Among the available models, the Honda Passport and Jeep Grand Cherokee are worthy ambassadors.
Each delivers the SUV attributes people love, such as a commanding view of the road and all-terrain prowess. But which one is the better buy? Edmunds ' car experts compare them to find out. 
ENGINES AND FUEL ECONOMY 
Under the hood of the Passport is a 280-horsepower V6 that scoots you through traffic and makes easy work of highway merges. During testing, Edmunds noted its punchy acceleration that made it among the quickest in its class. 
The Jeep technically holds the horsepower advantage courtesy of its 293-horsepower V6. However, Edmunds noted its acceleration is more leisurely. The Grand Cherokee's 0-60 mph sprint required about 8.0 seconds in Edmunds testing versus 6.8 seconds in the Passport.

    


Jeep does offer the Grand Cherokee with a more powerful 375-horsepower plug-in hybrid powertrain called the 4xe. Yet its starting price of about $60,000 is more than $20,000 higher than the base V6 Grand Cherokee, and this pushes it into direct competition with luxury-badged rivals from the likes of BMW and Mercedes-Benz. 




Also, considering Jeep is known for its outdoorsy image, it's ironic the Passport is the one that comes with all-wheel drive as standard. In the Grand Cherokee's lower trims adding all-wheel drive costs an additional $2,000. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When it comes to performance at the fuel pump, this is pretty much a wash. The Grand Cherokee with four-wheel drive gets an EPA-estimated 22 mpg combined, compared to 21 mpg combined in the Passport.
Winner: Honda Passport
DRIVING AND COMFORT
Both the Passport and Grand Cherokee inspire confidence in the driver thanks to their easy steering and strong brakes. They are also pretty comfortable, though Edmunds found the Grand Cherokee has a slight edge. It rides more smoothly over bumps, and its front seats are a little more supportive and comfy for long drives. 

    


Also to the Jeep's advantage is its dual-purpose nature; it's equally at home on paved surfaces or when venturing off-road. The Passport TrailSport trim provides a decent amount of all-terrain capability but it's not quite up to the potential of the Grand Cherokee. 
Winner: Jeep Grand Cherokee
UTILITY AND TOWING
The Passport has 41.2 cubic feet of cargo space behind its rear seats, which is pretty good for a midsize SUV. The Grand Cherokee trails it a bit at 37.7 cubes. Edmunds has also found it's a little easier to load heavy items into the Passport because of its lower cargo floor.
The Grand Cherokee counters with superior towing capability, however. It's rated for a maximum of 6,200 pounds when properly equipped, compared to the Passport's 5,000 pounds. An available towing package includes helpful features such as a Class IV trailer hitch, a load-leveling rear suspension and heavy-duty engine cooling.

    


Winner: tie
FEATURES AND VALUE
Edmunds found the quality and design of the Passport's cabin to be exceptional; everything looks good and feels built to last. While its starting price is a little above the norm for two-row midsize SUVs, the number of standard features in the Honda helps offset the premium.
Inside there's an 8-inch touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone integration. Edmunds' experts came away impressed by the Honda's easy-to-reach controls and generous lineup of standard driver aids like rear cross-traffic alert and blind-spot warning.
The Grand Cherokee also ticks many of the right boxes when it comes to its interior design and extensive comfort and safety features. Its infotainment system is bigger than the Passport's and one of the best thanks to its clear menus and crisp graphics. 
Problems arise when scaling up to higher trim levels. The Grand Cherokee's price spread is so vast, Edmunds questioned whether SUV shoppers might be inclined to simply opt for a luxury-badged competitor. Granted, niceties like massaging front seats and a booming 19-speaker McIntosh surround-sound stereo are beyond what the Passport offers. Except the Grand Cherokee comes off as providing more icing, whereas the Passport is the better cake.

    


Winner: Honda Passport
EDMUNDS SAYS
The Grand Cherokee provides the utility you'd expect from a Jeep SUV. It can also be impressively luxurious in its most expensive trim levels. But the Honda Passport is the better all-around choice. It does nearly everything the Jeep does but at a substantially lower price.
_______
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Nick Kurczewski is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: A for sale is displayed in front of home in Prospect Heights, Ill., Monday, March 18, 2024. On Thursday, March 28, 2024, Freddie Mac issues its weekly report on long-term U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]


    

    
        
            
                    A for sale is displayed in front of home in Prospect Heights, Ill., Monday, March 18, 2024. On Thursday, March 28, 2024, Freddie Mac issues its weekly report on long-term U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By ALEX VEIGA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average long-term U.S. mortgage rate fell slightly this week, welcome news for home shoppers facing rising prices and a stubbornly low inventory of properties on the market this spring homebuying season. 
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage slipped to 6.79% from 6.87% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.32%. The average rate is now at its lowest level in a couple of weeks.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also dipped this week, pulling the average rate to 6.11% from 6.21% last week. A year ago it averaged 5.56%, Freddie Mac said.
"Mortgage rates moved slightly lower this week, providing a bit more room in the budgets of some prospective homebuyers," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. "Regardless, rates remain elevated near 7% as markets watch for signs of cooling inflation, hoping that rates will come down further."

    


After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage has remained below 7% since early December. It got up as high as 6.94% just a month ago, after stronger-than-expected reports on inflation, the job market and the economy clouded the outlook for when the Federal Reserve may begin lowering its short-term interest rate.




Many economists expect that mortgage rates will ultimately ease moderately this year, but that's not likely to happen before the Fed begins cutting its benchmark interest rate. Last week, the central bank kept its rate unchanged and signaled again that it expects to make three rate cuts this year, but not before it sees more evidence that inflation is slowing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Investors' expectations for future inflation, global demand for U.S. Treasurys and what the Federal Reserve does with its short-term interest rate can influence rates on home loans.

    


The rise in mortgage rates most of last month pushed up monthly payments for prospective homebuyers. The national median payment on home loan applications in February was $2,184, an increase of 6% from a year earlier, the Mortgage Bankers Association said Thursday.
The MBA forecasts that mortgage rates will gradually ease to around 6% by the end of the year.
The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by a sharp rise in mortgage rates and a dearth of homes on the market. The overall pullback in mortgage rates since their peak last fall has helped provide more financial breathing room for homebuyers.
Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year. That followed a month-to-month home sales increase in January.
Still, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above where it was just two years ago at 4.67%. That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market by discouraging homeowners who locked in rock-bottom rates from selling.
"With rates still hovering around 7%, many prospective homebuyers are taking a 'wait-and-see' approach until affordability improves and more listings hit the market," said Bob Broeksmit, CEO of the Mortgage Bankers Association.
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Four of the largest school boards in the Canadian province of Ontario said Thursday they launched lawsuits against TikTok, Meta and SnapChat alleging the social media platforms are disrupting student learning.
The lawsuits claim platforms like Facebook and Instagram are "designed for compulsive use, have rewired the way children think, behave, and learn" and teachers have been left to manage the fallout. 
Meta Platforms Inc. owns Facebook and Instagram, while Snap Inc. owns SnapChat and ByteDance Ltd. owns TikTok. 
Rachel Chernos, a trustee for the Toronto District School Board, said teachers and parents are noticing social withdrawal, anxiety, attention problems, cyber bullying and mental health issues. 
"These companies have knowingly created programs that are addictive that are aimed and marketed at young people and it is causing significant harm and we just can't stand by any longer and not speak up about it," Chernos said. 

    


Dozens of U.S. states, including California and New York, are also suing Meta Platforms Inc. for harming young people and contributing to a youth mental health crisis by knowingly and deliberately designing features on Instagram and Facebook that addict children to its platforms.




The school boards in Canada suing are the Toronto District School Board, the Peel District School Board, the Toronto Catholic District School Board and the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They are seeking damages in excess of $4 billion Canadian (US$2.9 billion) for disruption to student learning and the education system.
A spokeswoman for Snap Inc., Tonya Johnson, said Snapchat helps its users stay connected with their friends. 
"Snapchat opens directly to a camera -- rather than a feed of content -- and has no traditional public likes or comments," she said. "While we will always have more work to do, we feel good about the role Snapchat plays in helping close friends feel connected, happy and prepared as they face the many challenges of adolescence."

    


Representatives of Meta and ByteDance didn't immediately respond to messages seeking comment. 
Duncan Embury, a lawyer for the firm representing the boards, said there is a real addiction issue with the designed algorithms. 
Embury said proper warnings are needed, age parameters need to change and there needs to be an increase in the level of resources school boards get to adapt to the new reality. He said the companies have knowingly and negligently designed their products to maximize the amount of time young people spend on their platforms at the expense of their wellbeing and education.
"There is an inability for students to focus," he said. 
The use of social media among teens is nearly universal in the U.S. and many other parts of the world. Almost all teens ages 13 to 17 in the U.S. report using a social media platform, with about a third saying they use social media "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center.
In May, U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy called on tech companies, parents and caregivers to take "immediate action to protect kids now" from the harms of social media.

    


This week, Republican Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bil l that will ban social media accounts for children under 14 and require parental permission for 14- and 15-year-olds. It takes effect Jan. 1 and is expected to face legal challenges.
No money will be paid to the attorneys handling the Canadian lawsuits unless they win. 
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    [image: FILE - Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen tours the Ford Rouge Electric Vehicle Center before speaking about the Biden Administration's economic agenda in Dearborn, Mich., Sept. 8, 2022. Ford will drastically cut the number of hourly workers at the factory, which builds the Ford F-150 Lightning, as sales of electric vehicles slow. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Ford will drastically cut the number of hourly workers at its factory that builds the Ford F-150 Lightning as sales of electric vehicles slow, according to a media report. 
Ford began the year by cutting production of the F-150 Lightning electric pickup after weaker-than-expected electric vehicle sales growth.
While EV sales are growing in the U.S., the pace is falling well short of the industry's ambitious timetable and many consumers are turning to hybrid vehicles instead.
Ford sold just over 24,000 Lightnings last year, up 55% from 2022. But dealers are reporting slower sales and rising inventories on the electric truck, which starts at just under $50,000.
On Wednesday, the Detroit Free Press and Louisville Courier reported that Ford will begin trimming the hourly workforce next week at the Rouge Electric Vehicle Center in Dearborn, Michigan, according to Ford spokeswoman Jessica Enoch. 

    


Of the 2,100 workers who make up three work crews at the Dearborn facility, a third will remain, Enoch told the Detroit Free Press. Ford will transfer 700 workers to the Michigan Assembly Plant in Wayne to build the Bronco and Ranger. The remaining 700 workers will either take a retirement package offered during last year's contract talks with the United Auto Workers, or will take a reassignment in southeast Michigan. Ford is adding a third crew at Michigan Assembly, the paper reported. 
Shares of Ford Motor Co. were essentially flat before the opening bell. 
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    [image: Latvia's Foreign Minister Krisjanis Karins stands during remarks on the sidelines of a meeting with Secretary of State Antony Blinken and the foreign ministers of Estonia and Lithuania at the State Department, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein).]
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[image: Latvia's Foreign Minister Krisjanis Karins speaks during a joint news conference with French Foreign Minister Stephane Sejourne, Lithuania's Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, Estonia's Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Vilnius, Lithuania, Friday, March 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)]
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- Latvia's top diplomat said on Thursday he will step down in the wake of a criminal probe over the use of expensive private flights by his office when he acted as the Baltic country's prime minister between 2019-2023.
Following a meeting with Prime Minister Evika Silina, Foreign Minister Krisjanis Karins told reporters that he will leave his post on April 10, enabling lawmakers at the Saeima, or parliament, to vote on his successor the next day.
Karins, who had previously announced his interest in becoming the next secretary-general of the NATO alliance, offered no explanation or additional comments to the media.
Last week, the prosecutor general's office announced it was launching criminal proceedings over the alleged waste of public money through the use of private aviation services by Karins and accompanying delegations during his time as a prime minister.

    


Public criticism in the case has centered on whether all flights, including chartered private jets, used by Karins and his staff were necessary to fulfill official duties, and whether the use of charter flights - often substantially more expensive than scheduled flights - was justified in certain cases.




There are no indications that Karins himself faces charges as part of the probe into the scandal that erupted already last year and has caused public outrage in Latvia, a European Union and NATO member state with a population of 1.9 million that borders Russia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In her comments, Silina praised Karins' decision to resign despite not being personally accused of any wrongdoing at this stage. saying he acted like "a decent Western politician."
"I believe that Krisjanis Karins has worked in good faith as foreign minister and has represented Latvia's interests very well both in the EU and NATO," said Silina, as quoted by Latvian news agency LETA.
According to Silina, who took up Latvia's top job only in September when Karins became foreign minister, she hasn't yet decided on a candidate to be the next top diplomat. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/latvia-foreign-minister-krisjanis-karins-resigns-flights-8ef37d86c1d4043da4e3e75e128fa89d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Poland and Ukraine leaders cite progress on regulating Ukrainian food imports to ease farmer anger | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Poland and Ukraine leaders cite progress on regulating Ukrainian food imports to ease farmer anger

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal sign documents after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk greet each other after making statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk greet each other after making statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk greet each other after making statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk greet each other after making statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, is escorted by his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, ahead of their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, talks with his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, during a welcome ceremony prior to their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, center, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, left, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, center, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, center, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, second left, and his Polish courtnerpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal shake hands after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk make statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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    [image: Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal sign documents after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal sign documents after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk greet each other after making statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, is escorted by his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, ahead of their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, is escorted by his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, ahead of their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, talks with his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, during a welcome ceremony prior to their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, talks with his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, right, during a welcome ceremony prior to their talk in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, center, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, left, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, center, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, center, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and his Polish counterpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, center, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, second left, and his Polish courtnerpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, second left, and his Polish courtnerpart, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, review troops during a welcoming ceremony ahead of their talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal shake hands after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, right, and Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal shake hands after bilateral meetings at the Chancellery of Prime Minister in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk make statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, left, and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk make statements to the media following talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, March 28, 2024. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- The prime ministers of Ukraine and Poland said they made progress Thursday toward meeting demands of Polish and western European farmers who want restrictions on cheap Ukrainian food imports that they say undermine their livelihoods, but they announced no breakthrough. 
Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal was in Poland for talks with his counterpart, Donald Tusk, to find ways of addressing the farmers' discontent that has led to violent protests and blockades of Poland's border crossings with Ukraine. 
The leaders said some proposals were made during the talks but that more work was needed. Both said it would be helpful if the European Union went forward with a proposed 50% tax on Russian and Belarusian food imports. 
"We are looking for solutions that would be good for both sides," Tusk said. 
"On the issue of farming, we have taken a step forward," he said, pointing to Poland's efforts to have the EU restrict imports of Russian and Belarusian foods and thus take the pressure off the EU food market and also help Ukraine produce. 

    


"It seems we are just one step away" from that joint goal, Tusk said. 




Shmyhal said that through the talks they were "definitely making progress toward lifting the (border) blockades, but most importantly, toward solving all the critical issues that lead to such blockades."
They signed a joint declaration that said trade liberalization measures should benefit the economies of Poland, other EU members and Ukraine "without destabilizing their markets," and that trade measures should take into account "the changing security situation in Ukraine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Farmers in many European countries have been staging vehement protests targeting, among other issues, the cheap imports from Ukraine, and tensions have grown between Kyiv and its staunch ally Warsaw over the tax-free inflow of Ukraine's farm produce.

    


Tusk had suggested that Poland, a NATO member and an EU country bordering Ukraine, would seek quotas on the imports during the talks. He has also suggested boosting Ukrainian exports to needy countries outside Europe.
Shmyhal said that Ukraine has agreed to "certain limitations" but did not specify them.
The EU has opened its doors wide to Ukrainian farm produce to help the country make money from its exports after Russia's 2022 invasion cut many of its traditional trade routes.
However, EU lawmakers recently agreed that quotas could be reintroduced on some Ukrainian foods to address the European farmers' complaints.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/poland-ukraine-food-grain-imports-farmers-protests-ab2edd5b31a76cc496d0ebde9caff4df
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    [image: A man checks a bag in a market in Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | A man checks a bag in a market in Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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[image: A woman walks past a shop at a market near Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)]
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[image: Customers shop at a market near Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)]
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[image: A man stands by food bags in a market near Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)]
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[image: A woman walks past a butcher in a market near Algiers, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. As Muslim-majority countries reckon with increased demand throughout Islam's holy month of Ramadan, is trying to flood new markets with pantry staples to stave off shortages that can cause prices to rise. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)]
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                                        ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) -- Algeria's government has flooded newly opened markets selling subsidized goods with pantry staples to stave off shortages during Islam's holy month of Ramadan, when demand typically increases in Muslim-majority countries and prices tend to rise.
Authorities have moved to increase food and fuel imports and also limit exports, hoping to meet the demands of Algerians preparing nightly feasts as their families break the sunrise-to-sunset fasting during Ramadan. 
The policies mark a reversal of the government's longstanding practice of limiting imports to buoy local producers in the oil-rich North African nation with a struggling economy.
At one state subsidized market in the country's capital, Algiers, shopper Sofiane Ameri commended the government's strategy for reining in prices.
"Prices are lower here," he said. "It's about 20% (less)."

    


Prices of red meat fluctuated during the first week of Ramadan, which started earlier this month, but later stabilized. Others, including many fruits and vegetables, stayed steady through the first week and spiked in the second, raising concern among the public. 




With more than half of Ramadan behind them, officials are applauding their efforts to stabilize prices of products such as meat and avoid shortages.
"The availability of products in quantity and quality is a palpable reality across the country's regions," Commerce Minister Tayeb Zitouni said on public radio this week. "With reasonable prices, I am sure that has a positive effect on the citizens' purchasing power."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But while grocery stores in Algiers and other cities and towns are well-stocked, residents of mountain regions have taken to social media with worries about whether the imports can get to their markets.
"If residents of Algiers are gorging themselves on affordable red meat from Brazil, we in Tizi Ouzou aren't seeing or tasting it," said a posting on a popular Facebook group.
Olive oil, white flour and semolina -- key staples in this Mediterranean country -- have stayed available so far through Ramadan. 
But the price of potatoes has gradually risen, much like peppers, green beans, peas, oranges and strawberries. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/algeria-ramadan-subsidized-food-markets-d21a9a11d088c584d7b525651dee672a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    German mail service stops using domestic flights to transport letters after nearly 63 years | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



German mail service stops using domestic flights to transport letters after nearly 63 years

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: WISAG employees load a Eurowings Airbus A320-214 bound for Stuttgart with plastic boxes full of mail, at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | WISAG employees load a Eurowings Airbus A320-214 bound for Stuttgart with plastic boxes full of mail, at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A WISAG employee secures plastic boxes full of mail covered with fabric sleeves to the passenger seats of an Airbus A320-214 at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | A WISAG employee secures plastic boxes full of mail covered with fabric sleeves to the passenger seats of an Airbus A320-214 at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        German mail service stops using domestic flights to transport letters after nearly 63 years

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: WISAG employees load a Eurowings Airbus A320-214 bound for Stuttgart with plastic boxes full of mail, at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | WISAG employees load a Eurowings Airbus A320-214 bound for Stuttgart with plastic boxes full of mail, at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
WISAG employees load a Eurowings Airbus A320-214 bound for Stuttgart with plastic boxes full of mail, at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A WISAG employee secures plastic boxes full of mail covered with fabric sleeves to the passenger seats of an Airbus A320-214 at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | A WISAG employee secures plastic boxes full of mail covered with fabric sleeves to the passenger seats of an Airbus A320-214 at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
A WISAG employee secures plastic boxes full of mail covered with fabric sleeves to the passenger seats of an Airbus A320-214 at Berlin Brandenburg Airport, in Schonefeld, Germany, Thursday, March 28, 2024. Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday put an end to domestic flights to transport letters, stopping the practice after nearly 63 years in a move that will allow it to improve its climate footprint and reflects the declining significance of letter mail. (Soeren Stache/dpa via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany's main national postal carrier on Thursday stopped using domestic flights to transport letters after nearly 63 years, a move that reflects the declining significance of letter mail and allows it to improve its climate footprint.
Deutsche Post said the last planes carrying letters between northern and southern Germany, operated by Lufthansa unit Eurowings and Tui Fly, flew overnight on the Stuttgart-Berlin, Hannover-Munich and Hannover-Stuttgart routes. 
The company said letters between those destinations will now be transported by road, allowing the company to reduce transport-related carbon dioxide emissions on the routes by over 80%. 
"In times of climate change, airmail for domestic letters within Germany can no longer be justified -- also because there is no longer the same urgency associated with letter mail as in decades past," Marc Hitschfeld, chief operations officer of parent company DHL Group's German mail and parcel division, said in a statement.

    


Draft legislation approved by the German Cabinet in December, which still needs parliamentary approval, is set to reduce pressure on Deutsche Post to deliver letters quickly, allowing it to cut costs. 




At present, the mail service is supposed to deliver at least 80% of letters on the working day after they are mailed. Under the planned new rules, it will have to deliver 95% by the third working day.
German domestic mail flights started in September 1961. Both the volume of mail carried by air and the number of destinations served have declined drastically since the mid-1990s.
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                    The federal government will provide a $1.5 billion loan to restart a nuclear power plant in southwestern Michigan, officials announced Wednesday.
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    [image: FILE- The Palisades Nuclear Generating Station in Covert, Mich., is pictured on June 24, 2010. The federal government will provide a $1.5 billion loan to restart a nuclear power plant in southwestern Michigan, officials announced Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Holtec International acquired the 800-megawatt Palisades plant in 2022 with plans to dismantle it. But now the emphasis is on restarting it by late 2025, following support from the state of Michigan and the Biden administration. (John Madill/The Herald-Palladium via AP, File)]
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                                        The federal government will provide a $1.5 billion loan to restart a nuclear power plant in southwestern Michigan, officials announced Wednesday.
Holtec International acquired the 800-megawatt Palisades plant in 2022 with plans to dismantle it. But now the emphasis is on restarting it by late 2025, following support from the state of Michigan and the Biden administration.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said it would be the first nuclear power plant to be reopened in the U.S. It still faces hurdles, including inspections, testing and the blessing of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, known as the NRC.
"Nuclear power is our single largest source of carbon-free electricity, directly supporting 100,000 jobs across the country and hundreds of thousands more indirectly," said Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm, a former Michigan governor.
The Palisades plant is along Lake Michigan, a two-hour drive from Chicago. A Michigan utility, CMS Energy, owned it from 1971 until the plant was sold to Louisiana-based utility Entergy in 2007. It was shut down in 2022.

    


Holtec said it has long-term commitments so far from two electric cooperatives to buy power from the plant.




"The repowering of Palisades will restore safe, around-the-clock generation to hundreds of thousands of households, businesses and manufacturers," said Kris Singh, Holtec president and chief executive.
Critics, however, have emerged. A coalition opposed to restarting what it derisively calls a "zombie reactor" has requested a hearing at the NRC.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Holtec spokesman Patrick O'Brien said it will take four to five months to finalize the financial deal with the government.
"It is a loan we have to pay back," he said.
Nuclear energy is in the spotlight. Thirty-four countries, including the U.S., last week pledged to use it to reduce reliance on fossil fuels. In California, regulators in December said the Diablo Canyon plant could operate through 2030 instead of 2025 to guard against blackouts as the state shifts toward renewable power sources. Owner Pacific Gas & Electric said federal aid helped it repay a state loan.

    


"There is more enthusiasm toward nuclear power -- in Congress, in the industry and also internationally," said Najmedin Meshkati, an engineering professor at the University of Southern California who has inspected nuclear plants around the world.
But restarting a plant, he said, is not easy.
"It puts the onus and burden on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Holtec to double down on efforts to make sure this plant is safe enough and all the safety measures are intact," Meshkati said of Palisades.
___
Follow Ed White on X, formerly Twitter, at https://twitter.com/edwritez
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    [image: FILE - Visitors wearing face masks walk past a display of Australian wines and other agricultural products at the China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai, China, Nov. 5, 2020. China on Thursday, March 28, 2024, said it would lift tariffs placed on Australian wine over three years ago, in a sign of improving ties between Australia and China.(AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- China on Thursday said it will lift tariffs placed on Australian wine over three years ago, in a sign of improving ties between the two countries.
China's Ministry of Commerce said the decision will take effect Friday.
China imposed tariffs on Australian wine in 2020 during a diplomatic feud over Australia's support for a global inquiry into the origins of COVID-19. The duties on Australian wine skyrocketed above 200%.
Australian wine producers took a heavy hit from the tariffs, as China was Australia's top wine export destination.
The Australian government welcomed the decision, saying in a statement that the tariffs were lifted at a "critical time for the Australian wine industry."
He Yadong, a spokesperson for China's Ministry of Commerce, said China and Australia are "each other's important trade partners." 
"We are willing to work with Australia to resolve each other's concerns through dialogue and consultation and jointly promote the stable and healthy development of bilateral economic and trade relations," He said.

    


The trade in 2019, before the tariffs were in place, was worth 1.1 billion Australian dollars ($710 million) a year to the local economy.




Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said the level of trade would likely increase when restrictions were scrapped.
"We reckon that the resumption of trade, which we think is imminent, will see an even higher amount because that's what we've seen with other products that have been resumed," he said during a visit to a winery located in Australia's Hunter Valley wine region on Thursday before the lifting of tariffs was announced.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"China wants good high-quality wine and Australia produces it."
China imposed a raft of sanctions on Australian goods in 2020 during the most recent nadir in the bilateral relationship. It is estimated that the tariffs cost the Australian economy 20 billion Australian dollars ($13 billion).

    


The trade barriers were widely regarded as punishment for the previous Australian government passing laws that ban covert foreign interference in domestic politics, for barring Chinese-owned telecommunications giant Huawei from rolling out Australia's 5G network due to security concerns and for calling for an independent investigation of the COVID-19 pandemic.
China was also angered by Australia's deepening security ties with the United States, notably the AUKUS agreement that also includes Britain and will provide Australia with submarines powered by U.S. nuclear technology.
Most of the tariffs have since been lifted as the relationship thawed. Relations have steadily improved after the change in the Australian government, with Albanese visiting Beijing last November.
In April, Australia suspended a complaint to the WTO in a bid to reopen the Chinese market to Australian barley, which was one of the products targeted by the tariffs, in what was widely seen as an attempt by the new Australian government to repair relations with Beijing.
The Australian government also halted another WTO dispute with China over sanctions on Australian wine in exchange for China's review of the tariffs.
___
Smith reported from Sydney.
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    [image: Pan Gongsheng, Governor of People's Bank of China, speaks at a sub forum ahead of the annual Boao Forum held in Boao in southern China's Hainan province on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. China's central bank governor calls for accleration of reforms on quta allocation at IMF to increase the voice of Asia (AP Photo/Olivia Zhang)]
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                                        BOAO, China (AP) -- China is committed to reforms that will upgrade the technological level of its largely manufacturing-based economy and exploit green technologies expected to drive around $1.4 trillion in annual revenues, a senior Communist Party official said Thursday. 
"We sincerely welcome all countries to board the express train of China's development and join hands to realize world modernization featuring peaceful development, mutually beneficial cooperation and common prosperity," Zhao Leiji, who heads China's rubber stamp congress and sits on the party's all-powerful Politburo Standing Committee, was quoted as telling business people and other leaders attending the Boao Forum for Asia. 
The gathering in Boao, held on China's island island province of Hainan on the South China Sea, is the latest venue for efforts by Beijing to reassure foreign investors rattled by policies that have raised uncertainties for foreign businesses, geopolitical tensions, and an economic slowdown. 

    


Zhao told the forum that China's economy will be good in the long term, the Foreign Ministry cited him as saying. 




"The fundamentals have not changed," he was quoted as saying.
China is the world's second largest economy after the U.S. and has excelled in areas such as electric vehicles, solar and wind power, and high-speed trains. But it remains heavily dependent on highly-polluting coal to power its industries. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government has set a goal for this year of China's energy consumption per unit of GDP by 2.5% as part of its efforts to reduce carbon emissions and transition to a greener economy.
"We are speeding up efforts to promote green and low-carbon economic and social development, and will strive to peak carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality by 2060," said Zhao, who ranks third in the party hierarchy and has a strong background in managing state industries that make up about a quarter of the economy and help maintain the party's overwhelming influence over economic, political and cultural life.

    


China's leaders have set an ambitious target of around 5% economic growth this year despite a slowdown that has been accentuated by troubles in the property sector and the lingering effects of strict anti-virus measures during the pandemic that disrupted travel, logistics, manufacturing and other industries. 
Zhao also touched on geopolitical topics, saying, "China calls on all countries to transcend the old mentality of bloc confrontation and zero-sum games and practice genuine multilateralism to jointly build an open world economy." 
That reflects Communist Party leader-for-life Xi Jinping's aspirations to make China a leading player in international affairs by challenging the power and credibility of the U.S. and its Western allies. 
China has backed Russia in its invasion of Ukraine and threatens various of its neighbors in East Asia, including the self-governing island democracy of Taiwan, a close U.S. ally, that it claims as its own territory to be annexed by force if necessary. 

    


But its top leaders have also reiterated China's intention to keep its economy open for business. On Wednesday, Xi met with American business leaders in Beijing and emphasized mutually beneficial economic ties, despite U.S. tariffs on imports from China and efforts to cut off access to advanced and sensitive technologies, especially those with military applications.
"Sino-U.S. relations are one of the most important bilateral relations in the world. Whether China and the United States cooperate or confront each other has a bearing on the well-being of the two peoples and the future and destiny of mankind," Xi was cited as saying by China's official Xinhua News Agency.
___
Follow AP's coverage of China at https://apnews.com/hub/china
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    [image: FILE - Psychology professor Daniel Kahneman, left, a U.S. and Israeli citizen based at Princeton University, and his wife Anne Treisman, also a psychology professor at the university, have champagne following a news conference at the school in Princeton, N.J., to give his reaction to winning the Nobel prize in economics, Oct. 9, 2002. Kahneman died Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the age of 90. (AP Photo/Daniel Hulshizer, File)]
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            2 of 3 | FILE - President Barack Obama awards psychologist Daniel Kahneman with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Nov. 20, 2013, during a ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington. Kahneman, a psychologist who won a Nobel Prize in economics for his insights into how ingrained neurological biases influence decision making, died Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the age of 90. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Psychology professor Daniel Kahneman poses, Oct. 9, 2002, at Princeton University in Princeton, N.J. Kahneman, a psychologist who won a Nobel Prize in economics for his insights into how ingrained neurological biases influence decision making, died Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the age of 90. (AP Photo/Daniel Hulshizer, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Daniel Kahneman, a psychologist who won a Nobel Prize in economics for his insights into how ingrained neurological biases influence decision making, died Wednesday at the age of 90.
Kahneman and his longtime collaborator Amos Tversky reshaped the field of economics, which prior to their work mostly assumed that people were "rational actors" capable of clearly evaluating choices such as which car to buy or which job to take. The pair's research -- which Kahneman described for lay audiences in his best-selling 2011 book "Thinking, Fast and Slow" -- focused on how much decision-making is shaped by subterranean quirks and mental shortcuts that can distort our thoughts in irrational yet predictable ways.
Take, for instance, false confidence in predictions. In an excerpt from his book, Kahneman described a "leaderless group" challenge used by the Israeli army's Psychology Branch to assess future leadership potential. Eight candidates, all unknowns to one another, had to cross a six-foot wall together using only a long log -- without touching the wall or the ground with the log, or touching the wall themselves. 

    


Observers of the test -- including Kahneman himself, who was born in Tel Aviv and did his Israeli national service in the 1950s -- confidently identified leaders-in-the-making from these challenges, only to learn later that their assessments bore little relation to how the same soldiers performed at officer training school. The kicker: This fact didn't dent the group's confidence in its own judgments, which seemed intuitively obvious -- and yet also continued to fail at predicting leadership potential.


"It was the first cognitive illusion I discovered," Kahneman later wrote. He coined the phrase " the illusion of validity " to describe the phenomenon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kahneman's partner, Barbara Tversky -- the widow of Amos Tversky -- confirmed his death to The Associated Press. Tversky, herself a Stanford University emerita professor of psychology, said the family is not disclosing the location or cause of death.

    


Kahneman's decades-long partnership with Tversky began in 1969 when the two collaborated on a paper analyzing researcher intuitions about statistical methods in their work. "The experience was magical," Kahneman later wrote in his Nobel autobiography. "Amos was often described by people who knew him as the smartest person they knew. He was also very funny ... and the result was that we could spend hours of solid work in continuous mirth."
The two worked together so closely that they flipped a coin to determine which of them would be the lead author on their first paper, and thereafter simply alternated that honor for decades.
"Amos and I shared the wonder of together owning a goose that could lay golden eggs -- a joint mind that was better than our separate minds," Kahneman wrote.
Kahneman and Tversky began studying decision making in 1974 and quickly hit upon the central insight that people react far more intensely to losses than to equivalent gains. This is the now-common notion of "loss aversion," which among other things helps explain why many people prefer status quo choices when making decisions. Combined with other findings, the pair developed a theory of risky choice they eventually named "prospect theory." 
Kahneman received the Nobel Prize in economics in 2002 for these and other contributions that ended up underpinning the discipline now known as behavioral economics. Economists say Tversky would certainly have shared the prize had he not died in 1996. The Nobel is not awarded posthumously.
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    [image: Kentucky Senate President Robert Stivers speaks to his fellow Senators during their session at the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Kentucky Sen. Chris McDaniel, left, speaks with Sen. Damon Thayer during their session at the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- The Kentucky Senate delivered bipartisan support Wednesday night for a new two-year state budget that would increase funding for K-12 schools as lawmakers moved closer to accomplishing their biggest responsibility of this year's legislative session.
The budget bill cleared the Senate on a 36-1 vote to advance to the House, which is expected to give final passage to the spending plan on Thursday before lawmakers begin an extended break.
The measure represents the state's signature policy document, and completing the two-year budget was the biggest task for the GOP supermajority legislature when this year's session started in early January. The final version was the product of negotiating sessions by legislative leaders in recent days.
Republican senators focused on spending for public K-12 schools across the Bluegrass State as they promoted the budget measure during the debate Wednesday night.

    


"This is a solid budget," Republican Senate President Robert Stivers said. "It is the best budget that has been proposed or passed by the General Assembly."
Support for the state's main funding formula for public K-12 schools -- known as SEEK -- would increase by more than 9% during the next two-year budget cycle, Stivers said.




In a major policy decision, the budget bill would leave decisions on teacher pay raises up to local school boards. Republican leaders said they hoped the influx of additional state funding would enable school districts to award raises to teachers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The decision to leave those salary decisions up to local schools boards reflected an ongoing philosophical difference between Republican lawmakers and Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear. The governor, who won reelection last year, proposed an 11% pay raise for teachers and all other public school employees.
Beshear has said that an 11% raise would lift Kentucky to the middle of the pack nationally in average teacher starting pay and average teacher pay. The state now ranks near the bottom in both categories.

    


The spending plan crafted by lawmakers also would boost state funding for school districts' transportation costs. The state would fund 90% of those costs in the first year of the next budget cycle and would fully funds those expenses in the second year.
The budget bill also would steer more state funding to less-wealthy school districts to balance out funding disparities with wealthier districts.
The emphasis on education funding signals that teachers are appreciated and that Kentucky is a good place to work as an educator, said Republican Senate President Pro Tem David Givens.
"Any rhetoric that makes you feel like you're not appreciated, please disregard that," Givens said. "We value what you do, day in and day out, and this budget reflects that."
Another Beshear priority that made no headway was his proposal to provide preschool for every 4-year-old in Kentucky. Republican lawmakers included no money in the budget for his proposal. The governor's budget plan included $172 million each year of the two-year budget for his universal pre-K plan. The program would extend preschool education to an estimated 34,000 additional 4-year-olds, he said.

    


The Senate vote came during a flurry of action Wednesday as lawmakers neared the start of their break, which will give the governor time to review bills and decide whether to sign or veto them. Lawmakers start their break after Thursday's session and will return for a two-day wrap-up session in mid-April.
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- A woman who purchased a vacant lot in Hawaii was surprised to find out a $500,000 house was built on the property by mistake. 
She's now mired in legal wrangling over the mix-up. 
Annaleine "Anne" Reynolds purchased a one-acre (0.40-hectare) lot in Hawaiian Paradise Park, a subdivision in the Big Island's Puna district, in 2018 at a county tax auction for about $22,500.
She was in California during the pandemic waiting for the right time to use it when she got a call last year from a real estate broker who informed her he sold the house on her property, Hawaii News Now reported. 
Local developer Keaau Development Partnership hired PJ's Construction to build about a dozen homes on the properties the developer bought in the subdivision. But the company built one on Reynolds' lot.
Reynolds, along with the construction company, the architect and others, are now being sued by the developer. 

    


"There's a lot of fingers being pointed between the developer and the contractor and some subs," Reynolds' attorney James DiPasquale said.
Reynolds rejected the developer's offer for a neighboring lot of equal size and value, according to court documents.




"It would set a dangerous precedent, if you could go on to someone else's land, build anything you want, and then sue that individual for the value of it," DiPasquale said.
Most of the lots in jungle-like Hawaiian Paradise Park are identical, noted Peter Olson, an attorney representing the developer. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My client believes she's trying to exploit PJ Construction's mistake in order to get money from my client and the other parties," Olson told The Associated Press Wednesday of her rejecting an offer for an identical lot. 
She has filed a counterclaim against the developer, saying she was unaware of the "unauthorized construction." 
An attorney for PJ's Construction told Hawaii News Now the developer didn't want to hire surveyors.
A neighbor told the Honolulu news station the empty house has attracted squatters. 
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut received proposals Wednesday for offshore wind projects as the three East Coast states hope to boost their reliance on the renewable energy source.
The three states joined in a historic agreement that allows for potential coordinated selection of offshore wind projects. 
Massachusetts received bids from Avangrid Renewables, South Coast Wind Energy and Vineyard Offshore in response to the region's largest solicitation to date for offshore wind, seeking up to 3,600 megawatts.
Gov. Maura Healey's administration "will review bids over the coming months, and coordinate with Connecticut and Rhode Island to evaluate multi-state projects that would increase benefits for the region, lower costs, and enhance project viability," Massachusetts Energy Resources Commissioner Elizabeth Mahony said in a press release.

    


Rhode Island announced Wednesday that it will evaluate proposals from Avangrid Renewables, Orsted, SouthCoast Wind Energy and Vineyard Offshore. It had requested proposals for approximately 1,200 megawatts of power.
Rhode Island acting Energy Commissioner Chris Kearns said the state looks forward to "reviewing the proposals with Rhode Island Energy along with Massachusetts and Connecticut state energy offices over the next few months."




The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection also announced Wednesday that it received proposals from four project developers under the multistate request.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Connecticut is seeking up to 2,000 megawatts of new offshore wind, which would add to the 304 megawatts of offshore wind power it will receive from the Revolution Wind project, which was jointly selected by Connecticut and Rhode Island and is now under development.
"We look forward to evaluating the submitted proposals received under this RFP over the coming months and coordinating review of any multi-state proposals received with Massachusetts and Rhode Island," DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes said.

    


The agency expects to announce in the third quarter of 2024 whether any projects have been selected.
Vineyard Offshore submitted a proposal for a 1,200-megawatt offshore wind project to the three states in response to their solicitation for up to 6,800 megawatts of offshore wind capacity. 
"Vineyard Offshore knows how to deliver offshore wind to New England, and that's by earning the trust of the communities we work in," Vineyard Offshore CEO Alicia Barton said.
Orsted announced it has submitted a proposal for a 1,184-megawatt Starboard Wind project, which would power more than 600,000 homes in Rhode Island.
Avangrid, Inc. submitted multiple proposals to the Massachusetts-Connecticut-Rhode Island solicitation for offshore wind power including New England Wind, representing two projects - the 791-megawatt New England Wind 1 project and 1,080 megawatt New England Wind 2 project.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration issued a final rule Wednesday aimed at curbing methane leaks from oil and gas drilling on federal and tribal lands, its latest action to crack down on emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas that contributes significantly to global warming.
The rule issued by the Interior Department's Bureau of Land Management will tighten limits on gas flaring on federal lands and require that energy companies improve methods to detect methane leaks that add to planet-warming greenhouse gas pollution.
The action follows a more comprehensive methane-reduction plan announced by the Environmental Protection Agency in December. The plan, announced at a global climate conference in the United Arab Emirates, targets emissions from existing oil and gas wells nationwide, rather than focusing only on new wells, as previous EPA regulations have done. It also regulates smaller wells that are now required to find and plug methane leaks.

    


Oil and gas production is the nation's largest industrial source of methane, the primary component of natural gas, and is a key target for Biden as his administration seeks to combat climate change. Methane is a climate "super pollutant" that is many times more potent in the short term than carbon dioxide.




The rule issued Wednesday updates regulations that are more than 40 years old and will hold oil and gas companies accountable by imposing stricter limits on flaring and requiring energy companies to find and fix leaks, administration officials said. At the same time, officials said they are moving to ensure that American taxpayers and tribal mineral owners are fairly compensated through higher royalty payments proposed last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The final rule will help "prevent waste, protect our environment and ensure a fair return to American taxpayers," Interior Secretary Deb Haaland said in a statement. 

    


"By leveraging modern technology and best practices to reduce natural gas waste, we are taking long-overdue steps that will increase accountability for oil and gas operators and benefit energy communities now and for generations to come," she said.
The rule, which takes effect in June, is expected to generate more than $50 million per year in additional royalties while preventing billions of cubic feet of natural gas from being wasted through venting, flaring and leaks, Haaland and other officials said. 
Venting and flaring activity from oil and gas production on public lands has significantly increased in recent decades. Between 2010 and 2020, total volumes of natural gas lost to venting and flaring on federal and tribal lands averaged about 44.2 billion cubic feet per year -- enough to serve roughly 675,000 homes, the Interior said. The figure represents a sharp increase from an annual average of 11 billion cubic feet lost to venting and flaring in the 1990s.
Environmental groups hailed the rule, calling methane a huge contributor to global warming.
"Strong Interior Department methane waste rules are integral for the United States to protect taxpayers from wasted energy resources," said Jon Goldstein, senior director of regulatory and legislative affairs at the Environmental Defense Fund. 

    


"Eliminating waste from routine venting and flaring of associated gas conserves domestic energy resources ... lessens oil and gas production's negative impact on the climate and protects the health of frontline communities," said Tannis Fox, senior attorney at the Western Environmental Law Center, another environmental group.
The American Petroleum Institute, the top lobbying group for the oil and gas industry, called the new rule an overreach that could hamper U.S. energy production.
"API supports a smart regulatory framework for reducing methane emissions, but overlapping regulations and lack of coordination between policymakers could hinder progress, create unnecessary barriers to development on federal lands and result in regulatory incoherence,'' said Holly Hopkins, an API vice president.
Arizona Rep. Raul Grijalva, the top Democrat on the House Natural Resources Committee, called the rule a "much-needed step" to fight climate change and protect the health of communities near drilling sites throughout the West.

    


"Big Oil and Gas have been getting away with sloppy operations for too long, without an ounce of regard for the destruction it's causing,'' Grijalva said. "I'm grateful the Biden administration is taking the bold action we need to hold fossil fuel facilities to a higher standard.''
Interior had previously announced a rule to restrict methane emissions under former President Barack Obama. The plan was challenged in court and later weakened under former President Donald Trump. Competing court rulings blocked enforcement of the Trump and Obama-era rules, leading the agency to revert to rules developed more than 40 years ago.

    


Besides the EPA rule, a 2022 climate law approved by Congress is set to impose a fee on energy producers that exceed a certain level of methane emissions. The fee, initially set at $900 per metric ton of methane, will mark the first time the federal government has directly imposed a tax on greenhouse gas emissions.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Legalized statewide sports wagering in North Carolina from smartphones and desktops that began two weeks ago is off to a "strong start," a state lottery official said on Wednesday, likely buoyed by betting on college basketball at its season's apex.
Preliminary monetary numbers for the first day and first week of sports wagering were presented at a meeting of the North Carolina State Lottery Commission, which was directed in last June's sports wagering law to license operators and suppliers and set rules.
Eight interactive sports wagering operators could begin taking bets at noon March 11, the day before the men's Atlantic Coast Conference basketball tournament began. The first week ended just after brackets for the men's and women's NCAA tournaments were released.
By midnight March 11, over $23.9 million had been wagered, of which almost $12.4 million were "promotional wagers" -- incentives for new customers offered by the companies once an initial bet is made. And bettors were paid $12.2 million in winnings during the first 12 hours, according to the commission presentation. 

    


Through the first week, over $198.1 million had been wagered, with $141.6 million in bet winnings paid. "Gross wagering revenue" -- the base upon which the state will receive its 18% cut in taxes -- was close to $42.7 million.




Sterl Carpenter, a commission executive overseeing sports gambling, said it was too early to make informed comparisons of the launch to those in other states. But he did say that North Carolina's launch appeared "on par" to last year's rollout in Massachusetts. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, "by all accounts, mobile sports wagering in North Carolina is off to a strong start," Carpenter said, citing public comments by some operators. And he said the early level of winnings "has to do with N.C. State and North Carolina doing pretty well" in the basketball postseason.

    


The North Carolina State University men's team won its first ACC title since 1987 on March 16 by winning five games in a row, capped by a tournament championship victory over UNC-Chapel Hill. 
The 2023 sports gambling legislation, signed into law by Gov. Roy Cooper, also authorizes for the future in-person wagering, statewide betting on horse races and rules to permit live horse racing. Before the law was carried out, sports gambling was legal in North Carolina only at three casinos operated by two American Indian tribes. 
Among North Carolina Education Lottery games, the full commission also heard Wednesday about the early popularity of "digital instants" that the lottery launched on Nov. 15. Accessed through a log in-protected computer or smartphone screen, the instants play in part like slot machines, with various number and symbol matchings resulting in cash prizes.
Through January, digital instant game sales -- reduced by distributed prize proceeds -- are more than five times the amount that was projected in the lottery's annual budget, according to a presentation. Over 147,000 people have played digital instants since the launch, helping overall lottery gaming revenue, with multistate draw games not included, increase so far this fiscal year compared to last year rather than decrease.

    


Commission Deputy Executive Director Randy Spielman attributed the high sales numbers in part to the lottery already selling draw-game tickets to customers online and a longtime lottery player rewards program on its website.
"Our success can be attributed to how long we've been kind of engaging our players from a digital standpoint," Spielman said. 
The education lottery took in record sales of more than $4.3 billion during the fiscal year ending last June 30, resulting in net earnings of $1.015 billion, also a record. 
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    [image: Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies during a Senate Finance hearing to examine President Joe Biden's proposed budget request for fiscal year 2025 on Capitol Hill Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen called out China's ramped-up production in solar energy, electric vehicles and lithium-ion batteries, calling it unfair competition that "distorts global prices" and "hurts American firms and workers, as well as firms and workers around the world."
Yellen, who is planning her second trip to China as Treasury secretary, said Wednesday in Georgia that she will convey her belief to her Chinese counterparts that Beijing's increased production of green energy also poses risks "to productivity and growth in the Chinese economy." 
"I will press my Chinese counterparts to take necessary steps to address this issue."
China is the dominant player in batteries for electric vehicles and has a rapidly expanding auto industry that could challenge the world's established carmakers as it goes global. The International Energy Agency, a Paris-based intergovernmental group, notes that in 2023 China accounted for around 60% of global electric car sales.

    


Yellen delivered remarks Wednesday afternoon at Suniva -- a solar cell manufacturing facility in Norcross, Georgia. The plant closed in 2017 in large part due to cheap imports flooding the market, according to Treasury. It is reopening, in part, because of incentives provided by the Democrats' Inflation Reduction Act, which provides tax incentives for green energy manufacturing. 




The firm's history is something of a warning on the impact of oversaturation of markets by Chinese products -- and a marker of the state of U.S.-China economic relations, which are strained due to investment prohibitions, espionage concerns and other issues.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China on Tuesday filed a World Trade Organization complaint against the U.S. over what it says are discriminatory requirements for electric vehicle subsidies. The Chinese Commerce Ministry didn't say what prompted the move.

    


U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai said in response to the complaint that the U.S. subsidies are a "contribution to a clean energy future" while China "continues to use unfair, non-market policies and practices to undermine fair competition."
The European Union, also concerned about the potential threat to its auto industry, launched its own investigation into Chinese subsidies for electric vehicles last year.
"In the past, in industries like steel and aluminum, Chinese government support led to substantial overinvestment and excess capacity that Chinese firms looked to export abroad at depressed prices," Yellen said. "This maintained production and employment in China but forced industry in the rest of the world to contract."
"These are concerns that I increasingly hear from government counterparts in industrialized countries and emerging markets, as well as from the business community globally," she said. 
The tone of Yellen's speech stands in contrast to Chinese leader Xi Jinping, who met with American business leaders in Beijing Wednesday and called for closer trade ties with the U.S. amid a steady improvement in relations that had sunk to the lowest level in years.
Xi emphasized Wednesday the mutually beneficial economic ties between the world's two largest economies, despite heavy U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports and Washington's accusations of undue Communist Party influence, unfair trade barriers and theft of intellectual property.
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    [image: Stacy Oliver holds display of Mike Lindell, the controversial CEO of My Pillow who has advocated falsehoods about the 2020 presidential election, during a rally in Redding, Calif., on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024. Oliver supports recalling Shasta County Supervisor Kevin Crye from office. Crye is one of the board members who voted to get rid of the county's ballot-counting machines in favor of counting ballots by hand. Crye had previously met with Lindell, an action that angered some voters. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)]
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                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- A court ordered the eviction Wednesday of MyPillow from a suburban Minneapolis warehouse that it formerly used, but company founder and prominent election denier Mike Lindell said that it's just a formality because the landlord wants to take the property back.
Lindell denied in an interview with The Associated Press that the eviction was another sign of his money woes. He said his financial picture is actually improving after a credit crunch last year disrupted cash flow at MyPillow after the company lost one of its major advertising platforms and was dropped by several national retailers.
"We're fine," he said.
Lindell faced a setback last month when a federal judge affirmed a $5 million arbitration award in favor of a software engineer who challenged data that Lindell said proves China interfered in the 2020 U.S. presidential election and tipped the outcome to Joe Biden. Lindell acknowledged in January that Fox News stopped running MyPillow commercials amid a billing dispute.

    


Lindell confirmed Wednesday that MyPillow owes around $217,000 to Delaware-based First Industrial LP for rent for the facility in Shakopee. He said MyPillow no longer needed the space and removed its remaining property from the warehouse last June before subleasing the space to another company through December.




Another company was going to start subleasing the space in January but backed out and "left us all stranded," he said. MyPillow offered to find another tenant, he said, but the landlord just wanted to take back control of the warehouse instead. The $217,000 is for unpaid rent for January and February, he said. He also said MyPillow continues to lease space elsewhere.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Star Tribune reported that a Scott County judge held a hearing Tuesday on the warehouse owner's request to formally evict MyPillow, which did not contest the landlord's request.

    


"MyPillow has more or less vacated but we'd like to do this by the book," attorney Sara Filo, representing First Industrial, said during the hearing, the newspaper reported. "At this point there's a representation that no further payment is going to be made under this lease, so we'd like to go ahead with finding a new tenant."
Judge Caroline Lennon filed the eviction order Wednesday. 
Lindell, who continues to propagate former President Donald Trump's lies that the 2020 election was stolen from him, in part by rigged voting machine systems, still faces defamation lawsuits by two voting machine companies. Lawyers who were originally defending him in those cases quit over unpaid bills.
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    [image: This 2006 electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacteria, which causes the disease tuberculosis. The number of U.S. tuberculosis cases in 2023 was the highest in a decade, according to a report released by the CDC on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Janice Carr/CDC via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | This 2006 electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacteria, which causes the disease tuberculosis. The number of U.S. tuberculosis cases in 2023 was the highest in a decade, according to a report released by the CDC on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Janice Carr/CDC via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 1966 microscope photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacilli, the organism responsible for causing the disease tuberculosis. The number of U.S. tuberculosis cases in 2023 were the highest in a decade, according to a report released by the CDC on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Elizabeth S. Mingioli/CDC via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The number of U.S. tuberculosis cases in 2023 were the highest in a decade, according to a new government report.
Forty states reported an increase in TB, and rates were up among all age groups, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Thursday. More than 9,600 cases were reported, a 16% increase from 2022 and the highest since 2013.
Cases declined sharply at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, but have been rising since. 
Most U.S. TB cases are diagnosed in people born in other countries. Experts say the 2023 number is in part a combination of a surge in TB cases internationally -- the World Health Organization said TB was behind only COVID-19 in infectious fatal diseases worldwide in 2022. And there are also increases in migration and post-pandemic international travel. 
But other factors are also at play, including other illnesses that weaken the immune system and allow latent TB infections to emerge. 

    


CDC officials expected TB numbers would rise, but the 2023 count "was a little more than was expected," said Dr. Philip LoBue, director of the agency's Division of Tuberculosis Elimination.


Despite the jump, the number and rate of new TB cases each year remains smaller than it was in the past, and the U.S. has a lower rate of new TB cases than most countries. 
Tuberculosis is caused by bacteria that usually attack the lungs, and is spread through the air when an infectious person coughs or sneezes. If not treated properly, it can be fatal. In the late 1800s, TB killed one out of every seven people living in the United States and Europe. But the development of antibiotics and public health efforts succeeded in treating infections and tracking down those they infected, leading to cases falling for decades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new CDC statistics are not a count of how many people were newly infected in 2023, but rather of how many people developed a cough or other symptoms and were diagnosed. 

    


An estimated 85% of the people counted in 2023 were infected at least a year or two earlier and had what's called latent TB, when the bacteria enters the body and hibernates in the lungs or other parts of the body. Experts estimate as many as 13 million Americans have latent TB and are not contagious.
When the immune system is weakened -- by certain medications or other illnesses like diabetes and HIV -- the TB wakes up, so to speak. Nicole Skaggs said she was infected in 2020, but didn't develop symptoms until 2022 -- after she got sick from COVID-19.
"Anything that can take out or lower your immune system can put you at risk," said Skaggs, 41, a property manager in Bothell, Washington.
CDC officials called the idea that COVID-19 has played a role in increased reactivation of TB "an important question." Scientists are still learning what causes latent TB to reactivate and "I would consider it an unknown at this point," LoBue said.
"It's too early to tell" what will happen to TB trends in the next few years, he also said. 
There are TB vaccines being developed, and public health workers that were focused on COVID are now back to trying new approaches to preventing TB. New York City, which saw cases jump 28% last year, is hiring TB case managers and community health workers and increasingly using video monitoring of patients taking medications to keep treatment rates high, said Dr. Ashwin Vasan, the city's health commissioner.

    


On the other hand, federal TB funding for state and local health department efforts has been flat, and one of the key antibiotics used against TB has been in short supply in recent years. Plus, drug-resistant TB infections have popped up in a fraction of cases. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: Some of the documents obtained during the Lethal Restraint investigation by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism and FRONTLINE (PBS) are photographed in New York on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. After George Floyd was killed under a Minneapolis police officer's knee, reporters at The Associated Press wanted to know how many other people died following encounters in which law enforcement used not firearms but other kinds of force that is not supposed to be fatal. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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                                        After George Floyd was killed under a Minneapolis police officer's knee, reporters at The Associated Press wanted to know how many other people died following encounters in which law enforcement used not firearms but other kinds of force that is not supposed to be fatal.
The U.S. government is supposed to track these non-shooting deaths, but poor implementation and inconsistent reporting from local law enforcement agencies mean no one really knows the scope.
A team of journalists led by the AP spent three years reporting on deaths after "less-lethal force." For that investigation, done in collaboration with the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism and FRONTLINE (PBS), reporters created a new database that provides the most complete accounting yet of these cases, and new opportunities to understand patterns in policing.
The investigation identified 1,036 deaths over a decade following encounters that involved less-lethal force. Some cases are well-known. Others have not been reported publicly. The total is undoubtedly an undercount -- deaths can be hard to verify, including due to the deliberate suppression of information.

    


More than 800 of the more than 17,000 law enforcement agencies in the U.S. had at least one documented fatality. The nation's 20 largest cities accounted for 16% of deaths.




To be included, cases had to meet the following criteria. Primary source documentation was required to verify each case, typically records from government agencies. News reports or lawsuit allegations alone were not enough to substantiate a case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

WHAT: Encounters that involved at least one type of force, restraint or less-lethal weapon beyond handcuffs.
Holding someone facedown in what is known as prone restraint and Tasers were the most prevalent types of force. Blows with fists or knees, takedowns and devices to restrain people's legs were also common. Less so were chokeholds, pepper spray, spit hoods, dog bites and bean bag rounds fired through a shotgun. Reporters excluded deaths by firearm and car crashes after police pursuits.

    


Inclusion does not always mean excessive force. In about half of the cases, the medical examiner or coroner concluded that law enforcement caused or contributed to the death.
Fewer than 10 deaths were ruled suicides. Such cases were included only when officers used significant force, for example a Taser to shock someone so they would stop slashing themself.
WHEN: Encounters that occurred from Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2021.
WHO: Officers who interact with the general public, often on patrol.
Most cases involved local police or sheriff's deputies, but some officers were state or university police. Deaths involving only jailers, prison guards or federal agents, such as from the Border Patrol, were excluded. When others helped police -- whether private security, civilians, paramedics, firefighters, jailers or federal agents -- the force they exerted was not included. The exception was when medical personnel administered sedatives, sometimes at the encouragement of police.

    


WHERE: Deaths often occurred at the scene or in the hospital soon after. The most common location for an encounter was in or near the home of the deceased.
Fatalities in jails or police station holding cells were excluded, unless a person died shortly after force during an arrest, or the force continued in the jail with the involvement of arresting officers. Deaths in prison were excluded.
To document deaths, reporters at AP and the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism at Arizona State University and the University of Maryland filed roughly 7,000 requests with public agencies across all 50 states and the District of Columbia. The resulting repository of documents exceeded 200,000 pages and included hundreds of hours of body-camera footage. While some records were released without charge, the effort to collect them cost more than $39,000 in fees.
In designing the strategies for requesting and interpreting all those records, AP reporters consulted with experts in policing, public health, forensic pathology and other fields.

    


Reporters first submitted requests seeking data from state agencies which might collect the names of people who died after encounters with police. These requests went to the attorney general or state police as well as to the chief medical examiner or health department. Where a state had centralized data, reporters combed through tens of thousands of names to identify those who died after less-lethal force, rather than in shootings, car chases or while behind bars.
Many states don't track these deaths or consider them public information. In several states, reporters went county by county, calling coroners and mailing requests to obtain lists of potential cases.
Reporters identified additional potential cases to review from tips by sources, news stories, court cases and databases that researchers and others have shared to track deaths. No death was included based on this information alone.

    


After obtaining a name, reporters filed records requests to law enforcement agencies, district attorneys and medical examiners seeking incident reports, autopsy reports, internal investigations and video. They also read lawsuit exhibits and depositions, and in some cases contacted families for records. AP also contacted every law enforcement agency involved in a death with a questionnaire about its use-of-force policies and training.
In all, about 270 of the 1,036 cases AP identified did not appear in any of three well-known, public databases that include non-shooting deaths.
The investigation also looked at coroners and medical examiners, whose opinions about how and why a person died influence investigators and prosecutors. Drawing mostly from death certificates or autopsy reports, as well as police reports, investigations by local district attorneys, lawsuits or government databases, reporters gathered the official cause and manner of death in 951 cases.
Many times, agencies released records, but blacked out information or blurred videos. Officers routinely used vague language like "struggle" or "taken into custody" in their reports, glossing over more serious force documented in other evidence.
Laws in some states -- notably Alabama, Iowa, Nebraska and Pennsylvania -- restrict public access to government records, so reporters couldn't always determine whether a death fit the investigation's criteria. Elsewhere, records were lost to time, flood or fire. Other requests for records foundered without resolution, or were denied outright. And high costs for records -- including one estimate of $10,000 for video in a Nevada death -- also limited access.
Because access to records varied widely, comparisons risk being misleading. Based on the strict criteria reporters used, the investigation could document only one death in Philadelphia, a city of 1.6 million -- the same number as Philadelphia, Mississippi, population 7,000. 
In addition to the 1,036 criteria deaths, there were about 100 others that reporters had reason to believe may be cases based on news reports or lawsuit allegations. These cases are not currently in the database because reporters have not yet independently confirmed the details, sometimes because agencies refused to release information.
AP continues to seek information about deaths that may meet the criteria outlined above and are not included in the database. Please send information about the case, as well as any documents you may have, to [email protected]. 
___
This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes the Lethal Restraint interactive story, database and the documentary, "Documenting Police Use Of Force," premiering April 30 on PBS.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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    [image: Democratic U.S. Sen. Edward Markey called on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, for greater oversight of a deal that financially embattled hospital operator Steward Health Care has struck to sell its nationwide physician network to Optum, a subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, at a press conference in his office at the John F. Kennedy Federal Building in Boston. Markey said Optum must show it can protect health care access by controlling costs and putting patients and providers first. (AP Photo/Steve LeBlanc)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Financially embattled hospital operator Steward Health Care has struck a deal to sell its nationwide physician network to Optum, a subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, as it works to stabilize its finances.
The move comes as Gov. Maura Healey has said state monitors are keeping eye on the nine health care facilities operated by Steward Health Care in Massachusetts, including hospitals in some of the state's poorer communities.
The Dallas-based company operates more than 30 hospitals nationwide.
Before the sale can be completed, the Massachusetts Health Policy Commission must review the proposal.
The commission doesn't have the authority to block a transaction but can refer findings to the state Attorney General's office, the Department of Public Health, or other Massachusetts agencies for possible further action.
The documents filed with the state did not include a cost for the transaction. Under the deal, Optum would aquire a Steward affiliate that includes the company's primary care doctors and other clinicians in nine states.

    


Health Policy Commission Executive Director David Seltz said the panel is committed to a "rigorous, data-driven oversight of health care market changes to bring important information to the public."




He said details of the proposal will be studied to examine potential effects on health care costs, quality, access and equity. The sale can't be completed until after the commission's review and any additional reviews by state or federal antitrust authorities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is a significant proposed change involving two large medical providers, both in Massachusetts and nationally, with important implications for the delivery and cost of health care across Massachusetts," Seltz said in a statement.
Emails to Steward Health Care and Optum seeking comment were not immediately returned.
The commission's review of the transaction shouldn't delay state and federal antitrust authorities from doing their own review to protect patient access and affordability, Democratic Massachusetts House Speaker Ronald Mariano said.

    


Once all required information has been provided about the sale, the commission will have 30 days to assess any potential impacts of the transaction.
If the sale is anticipated to have a significant impact on health care costs and market functioning, the commission can begin a fuller cost and market impact review.
Democratic U.S. Sen. Edward Markey said for-profit companies that participate in the health care system must understand that their decisions have direct impacts on patients and communities.
"With this announcement, Optum must demonstrate that it can meet the even greater responsibility to preserve and protect health care access," Markey said at a Wednesday press conference in Boston. "I hope they will live up to that responsibility by controlling costs and putting patients and providers first."
Markey, chair of the senate's Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Subcommittee on Primary Health and Retirement Security, said he plans to hold a congressional hearing in Boston next week on the impact of for-profit companies on health care access.

    


U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a fellow Massachusetts Democrat, said her top priority is making sure Steward's hospitals in Massachusetts stay open.
"After years of gross profiteering and mismanagement, Steward's latest plan raises more serious questions about the future of the Massachusetts health care system," Warren said in a written statement.
"Steward executives have no credibility," she added. "It would be a terrible mistake for Steward to be allowed to walk away while looting Massachusetts one more time."
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                                        President Joe Biden on Thursday announced new steps to protect consumers who buy short-term health insurance plans that critics say amount to junk. 
A new rule finalized by the Democratic president's administration will limit these plans to just three months. And the plans can only be renewed for a maximum of four months, instead of up to the three years that were allowed under Biden's predecessor, Republican Donald Trump. 
The Biden administration is also requiring short-term plans to provide consumers with clear explanations of the limits of their benefits.
The White House said the rule is part of Biden's efforts to reduce costs for consumers, which he has been promoting extensively as he seeks reelection in November.
"The president really believes the American people do not want to be taken for suckers and junk insurance takes them for suckers," Neera Tanden, Biden's domestic policy adviser, said during a call the White House arranged to discuss the rule with reporters.

    


Short-term insurance is meant to be temporary, providing a safety net for consumers as they transition between jobs, for example, or retire before they are eligible for Medicare. 




But short-terms plans -- critics call them "junk insurance" -- too often mislead consumers into thinking they were buying comprehensive health coverage, Tanden said. Consumers would later be surprised to learn when they tried to use the insurance that their benefits were capped or certain coverages were not provided.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tanden said Trump and other Republican-elected officials undermined the Affordable Care Act by allowing insurance companies to exploit loopholes and sell short-term plans that often leave consumers surprised when confronted by thousands of dollars in medical bills. 
The ACA was signed into law in 2010 by President Barack Obama. Biden and his administration have spent this week marking the 14th anniversary of the landmark law's enactment.

    


Short-term plans were expanded in 2018 during the Trump administration as a cheaper alternative to the Affordable Care Act's costlier comprehensive insurance. Trump, who had promised to repeal and replace the law, has praised short-term plans as "much less expensive health care at a much lower price."
In 2020, a divided federal appeals court upheld the Trump administration's expansion of short-term health insurance plans.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit said the Trump administration had the legal authority to increase the duration of the health plans from three to 12 months, with the option of renewing them for 36 months. The plans do not have to cover people with preexisting conditions or provide basic benefits like prescription drugs.
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Republican Gov. Jim Justice on Wednesday broke with West Virginia's GOP-majority Legislature to veto a bill that would have loosened one of the country's strictest school vaccination policies. 
West Virginia is only one of a handful of states in the U.S. that offers only medical exemptions to vaccine requirements. The bill would have allowed some students who don't attend traditional public institutions or participate in group extracurriculars like sports to be exempt from vaccinations typically required for children starting day care or school.
"Our kids are our future," Justice said in a letter explaining the veto. "They are our most important resource, and I will protect them with everything I have."
The governor said "West Virginia is way ahead of the pack" in protecting children from preventable diseases like measles because of its school vaccine policy. He said he had to defer to the licensed medical professionals who "overwhelmingly" spoke out in opposition to the legislation.

    


"I hear how strongly people believe in one side or the other on this subject, and I respect all opinions," he said. "But I must follow the guidance of our medical experts on this subject."




Justice, who is running for Democrat U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin's seat, received immense pressure to reject the bill from health care leaders, educators and parents. He refused to answer whether or not he planned to sign it before Wednesday's veto, saying he needed time to think through the decision.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The veto came on the last day before a key deadline that would have allowed the bill to go into law without Justice's signature.
The bill, which received majority support in both legislative chambers even with an overwhelming lack of support from health care leaders, would have exempted private and parochial schools from state law and allowed them to develop and enforce their own policies on vaccinations. Virtual-only public school students would also have been exempt. 

    


All students participating in West Virginia school activities that result in competition, including but not limited to sports, would still have needed to be vaccinated.
The bill was publicly opposed by the head of the state's two teachers unions, the West Virginia Hospital Association and the West Virginia Medical Association, among other organizations.
Dr. Clay Marsh, West Virginia University's vice president and executive dean for health sciences, also urged Justice to vote against the bill. As COVID-19 Czar for the State of West Virginia, Marsh was tapped as a trusted advisor when it came to preventing spread of the virus in the state.
Justice was hailed by state health care leaders for his pro-vaccine stance during the coronavirus pandemic. When the COVID-19 vaccine was developed, Justice was among the first top elected officials in the country to receive a shot, even livestreaming the inoculation on social media. 
Before Justice vetoed the bill, Kanawha-Charleston Health Officer Dr. Steven Eshenaur said he was deeply worried about the consequences that could come from the legislation being made law. 

    


"Yes, personal freedom is vital to our way of life in West Virginia and America, and I am all for it," he said in a statement. "But not when the lives of children are in danger."
Eshenaur said state leaders owe it to children to keep them safe, healthy and free of disability if it's in their power to do so.
"Hear this on repeat: If you are anti-vaccination, you are pro-disease. It's as simple as that," he said. 
West Virginia law requires children to receive vaccines for chickenpox, hepatitis-b, measles, meningitis, mumps, diphtheria, polio, rubella, tetanus and whooping cough, unless they receive a medical exemption. West Virginia does not require COVID-19 vaccinations.
Health care leaders say other states have used West Virginia's immunization requirements as a model to strengthen their immunization requirements after experiencing measles outbreaks. West Virginia, along with California, Connecticut, Maine and New York, are the only states without nonmedical vaccination requirements. 

    


But a growing number of parents in the state have expressed frustration with the state's policy and say they should have the freedom to make their own decisions about their children's vaccination status. 
West Virginia University School of Medicine Professor Dr. Alvin Moss was one of a handful of doctors supportive of the bill, arguing before the Senate Health Committee that the state's current compulsory vaccination policy is medically unethical because it doesn't allow informed consent.
In 2017, the anti-vaccine requirement group West Virginians for Health Freedom had 300 families as members. The organization has grown to at least 3,000 members in 2024, Moss said.
The bill's original intent, as introduced in the state House of Delegates, was to eliminate vaccine requirements for students in public virtual schools. It was expanded in a House committee to allow private schools to set their own vaccination standards, unless a student participates in sanctioned athletics.
The bill also created a religious exemption for any child whose parents or guardians present a letter stating the child cannot be vaccinated for religious reasons. That was taken out in the Senate.
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    [image: FILE - A Las Vegas Metropolitan Police vehicle is stationed at the Las Vegas Strip on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2017. Several fatal police encounters in Las Vegas that didn't involve a gun from 2012 through 2021, involved subjects who had a history of mental illness and who were using stimulants, particularly meth. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A Las Vegas Metropolitan Police vehicle is stationed at the Las Vegas Strip on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2017. Several fatal police encounters in Las Vegas that didn't involve a gun from 2012 through 2021, involved subjects who had a history of mental illness and who were using stimulants, particularly meth. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This Monday, April 13, 2020 photo provided by the U.S. Border Patrol shows some of the nearly nearly 44 pounds (20 kilograms) of methamphetamines seized from an SUV at a highway checkpoint in southeastern San Diego County. Richard Rawson, previously the co-director of the University of California, Los Angeles, Integrated Substance Abuse Program and an expert in treating people with stimulant use disorder, says that in the 2000s, meth was at most 50% pure and less potent. But that has since changed. ]
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                                        Roy Anthony Scott's death is not an anomaly.
The Howard Center for Investigative Journalism, working in collaboration with The Associated Press, identified 11 other deaths in non-shooting police encounters in Nevada from 2012-2021. Like Scott -- who died in 2019 after an encounter with Las Vegas police -- five of the dead had histories of mental illness and meth in their systems at the time of their deaths.
Those findings track broader data on national police deaths. A November 2016 study in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine found that 1 in 5 people who died in 2009-2012 police encounters -- the majority of them shootings -- showed signs of mental illness or drug-induced disruptive behavior.
Nevada's largest police force, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, mandated crisis intervention training for all officers in 2014 and launched their Behavioral Health Unit (BHU) in 2021. It also invested resources into the opioid crisis by creating an overdose response team and running a public awareness campaign about fentanyl.

    


But like other police agencies in the U.S., Las Vegas does not have any meth-specific trainings, even as meth has become cheaper and more potent, particularly in Nevada. The department's policies on how to handle people in behavioral crisis call for physical restraint in order to quickly gain compliance. Experts say such tactics may be contributing to the deaths of those on stimulant drugs, like meth, given its stress on the cardiovascular system in concert with the danger of police restraint and the paranoia brought on by the drug.


"That's the essence of the problem," explained Richard Stripp, a forensic toxicologist and John Jay College of Criminal Justice professor. "The things ... law enforcement and health professionals will do to try to protect other individuals, to protect themselves and so forth, worsen the issue."
New, more potent meth 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While drugs like opioids and fentanyl dominate the headlines, overdose deaths in the U.S. from stimulant drugs, primarily meth, have risen dramatically, nearly tripling between 2015 and 2019, according to the National Institutes of Health.

    


Stimulants increase the activity of the brain chemicals dopamine and norepinephrine. When meth is taken, the body's systems speed up, blood pressure rises and heart rate increases. Although the effects of meth begin to wear off in about 12 hours, continued use puts stress on the cardiovascular system in the long term. Chronic effects include hardening of the arteries, organ damage and heart failure.
Yet the increases in meth use and addiction have been much less dramatic than the increases in overdoses, suggesting something else is making meth more dangerous.
Richard Rawson, previously the co-director of the University of California, Los Angeles, Integrated Substance Abuse Program and an expert in treating people with stimulant use disorder, said that 20 years ago, meth was at most 50% pure and less potent. But that has since changed.
"The current methamphetamine that's on the street is particularly damaging," Rawson explained, because it nears levels of 100% purity and potency.

    


Meth production over the years has largely shifted from small-scale, clandestine operations in the U.S. to super labs south of the border, according to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. And one of the key routes into the U.S. is across the southern border, through Arizona and up to Las Vegas.
Today's meth from Mexico is also produced using different precursor chemicals. This production process, known as the P2P method, isolates the drug's d-isomer compound that is responsible for the "high" feeling. Meth that's considered "100% potent" is made up almost exclusively of the d-isomer.
"So, the people who are now using methamphetamine, particularly those who are using daily or injecting, are really getting much bigger volumes in their brain and their bodies," Rawson explained.
When police respond to people who are high on meth, they are more likely to be exhibiting erratic and violent behavior, according to Jamie Ross, executive director of Nevada's PACT Coalition for Safe and Drug Free Communities, a nonprofit organization that focuses on preventing substance misuse.

    


"There is a new and more potent meth," she said. "And, anecdotally, when I talk to treatment folks, they say that psychosis is increasing."
Meth-induced psychosis can vary in severity and duration. Dr. James Walsh, a family physician who specializes in addiction treatment in Seattle, says the symptoms range from "some vague paranoia like, 'They're coming to get me,'" to "hallucinating and seeing and hearing things."
If someone has a mental illness like schizophrenia, which makes people prone to psychosis, "then meth makes it worse," he added.
Data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicates that meth use often coincides with mental illness, and some who work with this population say people may use illicit drugs to self-medicate untreated or under-treated mental health issues.

    


But while meth use can lead to psychosis and long-term organ damage, experts disagree on whether meth intoxication alone can kill a person.
"There's been a lot of reports of increasing methamphetamine deaths. I have, honestly, a little skepticism about that," Walsh said. "The numbers on autopsies are super unreliable."
___
Reporter Taylor Stevens contributed to this story. It was produced by the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at Arizona State University's Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication, an initiative of the Scripps Howard Fund in honor of the late news industry executive and pioneer Roy W. Howard. Contact us at [email protected] or on X (formerly Twitter) @HowardCenterASU.
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    [image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Chairman Kevin Blackwell, R-Southaven, entertains questions from committee members on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member Rod Hickman, D-Macon, asks a question about a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Sen. Briggs Hopson, R-Vicksburg, watches as the Senate Medicaid Committee discusses a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the state Capitol, in Jackson, Miss. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Vice Chairman Nicole Boyd, R-Oxford, speaks on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member Jason Barrett, R-Brookhaven, reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during a committee meeting at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Sens. Philman Ladner, R-Pass Christian, left, Robin Robinson, R-Laurel, second from left, Gary Brumfield, D-Magnolia, center, Brice Wiggins, R-Pascagoula , second from right and Juan Barnett, D-Heidelberg observe the Mississippi Senate Medicaid Committee, foreground, as they consider a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member John Horhn, D-Jackson, speaks to reporters following the committee passing a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A large number of spectators watch as the Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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    [image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Chairman Kevin Blackwell, R-Southaven, entertains questions from committee members on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member Rod Hickman, D-Macon, asks a question about a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Sen. Briggs Hopson, R-Vicksburg, watches as the Senate Medicaid Committee discusses a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the state Capitol, in Jackson, Miss. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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A Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Vice Chairman Nicole Boyd, R-Oxford, speaks on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Vice Chairman Nicole Boyd, R-Oxford, speaks on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9
Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee Vice Chairman Nicole Boyd, R-Oxford, speaks on a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member Jason Barrett, R-Brookhaven, reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during a committee meeting at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member Jason Barrett, R-Brookhaven, reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during a committee meeting at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Mississippi State Sens. Philman Ladner, R-Pass Christian, left, Robin Robinson, R-Laurel, second from left, Gary Brumfield, D-Magnolia, center, Brice Wiggins, R-Pascagoula , second from right and Juan Barnett, D-Heidelberg observe the Mississippi Senate Medicaid Committee, foreground, as they consider a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents, during its meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee member John Horhn, D-Jackson, speaks to reporters following the committee passing a proposal to expand Medicaid benefits to tens of thousands of residents Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in the Mississippi State Capitol. However, the senate proposal would cover fewer people than the House version. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A large number of spectators watch as the Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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A large number of spectators watch as the Mississippi State Senate Medicaid Committee reviews a proposed Medicaid expansion bill during the committee's meeting, at the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A proposal to expand Medicaid to tens of thousands of residents in one of the poorest states in the U.S. is still alive in the Mississippi Legislature . But Senate Republicans changed the plan Wednesday so it would cover far fewer people and bring less federal money to the state. 
Mississippi's Republican-controlled Legislature is considering expansion after years of opposition to the policy allowed under the Affordable Care Act, a 2010 federal health overhaul signed by then-President Barack Obama. The proposal passed by a committee Wednesday is the only Medicaid expansion proposal still alive after Senate Republicans tweaked a House bill rather than advance a separate bill of their own.
"We have a conservative plan over here," said Senate Medicaid Committee Chairman Kevin Blackwell. "The House version was basically straight-up expansion." 

    


Dubbing the plan Medicaid expansion "lite," Blackwell said it would increase eligibility for the government-funded health insurance program that covers low-income people. But it extends eligibility only to those making up to 100% of the federal poverty level, just over $15,000 for one person. That is down from the 138% figure approved by the House, just under $21,000 for one person. 




Mississippi has about 3 million residents, and its Medicaid program covered 754,585 people in January. House Medicaid Committee Chairwoman Missy McGee said her proposal could extend benefits to as many as 200,000 people. Blackwell said the new version of the bill approved by his committee could make 80,000 people eligible for expanded coverage, but he projects only about 40,000 would enroll. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many Mississippi lawmakers have said expansion without a work requirement is a nonstarter. The Senate version would require people to work at least 30 hours per week to become eligible for expanded benefits, up from the 20-hour work requirement approved by the House. Blackwell said the Senate made that change because it ensures able-bodied adults would need to work "basically full time" to receive Medicaid. 

    


Mississippi ranks at the bottom of virtually every health care indicator and at the top of every disparity. Hospitals are struggling to remain open. The state also has one of the nation's lowest labor force participation rates. Expansion proponents have said the policy could help improve these conditions.
Opponents of Medicaid expansion say the program would foster government dependency, increase wait times for health services and push people off private insurance. Republican Gov. Tate Reeves is among those critics, and is likely to veto any Medicaid expansion.
"It is welfare expansion to those able-bodied adults that could work but choose not to," Reeves said Wednesday on social media. "And so I will continue to do what I told the voters I would do -- fight Obamacare Medicaid Expansion with every ounce of my being!"
Legislators could override his veto with a two-thirds vote from the House and Senate.
Republican legislature leaders have said Georgia offers a model for Mississippi to pass a narrow version of Medicaid expansion. 

    


Among the 10 states that haven't expanded Medicaid, only Georgia has managed to tie a work requirement to a partial expansion of benefits. But the state only requires people to document 80 monthly hours of work, 40 hours less than what Mississippi senators have proposed. Georgia's program has seen abysmal enrollment. Only 2,350 people enrolled in the program from July 1 to mid-December, far fewer than the 100,000 that Gov. Brian Kemp's administration projected the program might cover.
The Mississippi Senate makes expansion depend on President Joe Biden's administration approving its work requirement. But the administration has consistently revoked work requirement waivers, arguing people should not face roadblocks to getting health care. 
In response to the House's proposal, a Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesperson told The Associated Press that the Medicaid work requirements act as barriers to coverage but did not rule out granting a waiver. The Senate version would be an even tougher sell. 

    


The House proposal would have allowed expansion to continue without a work requirement, but the Senate version would disallow Medicaid expansion without one. Blackwell said he is counting on Biden losing in November to a Republican whose administration would welcome a work requirement. 
Under the reduced eligibility level approved by the Senate, Mississippi would also lose an additional financial bonus for expanding Medicaid that would be available under the House's version. 
____
Michael Goldberg is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Having HIV will no longer automatically disqualify someone from serving as a Metropolitan Nashville Police Officer, the Tennessee city agreed in a legal settlement on Friday. 
The agreement settles a federal discrimination lawsuit filed last year by a former Memphis police officer of the year. The officer, who filed under the pseudonym John Doe, said Nashville police rescinded a job offer in 2020 upon learning that he had HIV. That was in spite of a letter from his health care provider saying he would not be a danger to others because he had successfully suppressed the virus with medication to the point that it could not be transmitted.
At the time, Nashville's charter required all police officer candidates to meet the physical requirements for admission to the U.S. Army or Navy. Those regulations exclude people with HIV from enlisting and are currently the subject of a separate lawsuit by Lambda Legal, which also represented Doe. Since then, Nashville has voted to amend its charter. 

    


In the Friday settlement, Nashville agreed to pay Doe $145,000 and to rewrite its civil service medical examiner's policies. That includes adding language instructing medical examiners to "individually assess each candidate for their health and fitness to serve" as first responders or police officers. 




"Medicine has progressed by leaps and bounds, allowing people living with HIV to live normal lives and there are no reasons why they cannot perform any job as anyone else today," Lambda Legal attorney Jose Abrigo said in a statement. "We hope this settlement serves as a testament to the work we need to continue to do to remove stigma and discrimination and update laws to reflect modern science."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, the U.S. Justice Department last month sued the state of Tennessee over a decades-old felony aggravated prostitution law, arguing that it illegally imposes tougher criminal penalties on people who are HIV positive. Tennessee is the only state that imposes a lifetime registration as a "violent sex offender" on someone convicted of engaging in sex work while living with HIV.
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    [image: FILE - Iowa Republican Attorney General candidate Brenna Bird speaks during a Republican Party of Iowa election night rally, Nov. 8, 2022, in Des Moines, Iowa. The Iowa attorney general's office said it is still working on an audit of its victim services that has held up emergency contraception funding for victims of sexual assault despite having a completed draft in hand. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Iowa Republican Attorney General candidate Brenna Bird speaks during a Republican Party of Iowa election night rally, Nov. 8, 2022, in Des Moines, Iowa. The Iowa attorney general's office said it is still working on an audit of its victim services that has held up emergency contraception funding for victims of sexual assault despite having a completed draft in hand. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By HANNAH FINGERHUT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- The Iowa attorney general's office said it is still working on an audit of its victim services that has held up emergency contraception funding for victims of sexual assault.
Attorney General Brenna Bird, a Republican, paused the funding while awaiting the results of the audit to decide whether to continue those payments. Her office said the audit, which Bird announced when she took office 14 months ago, is in its "final stages" and that a report would be released soon.
The policy under her Democratic predecessor, Tom Miller, had been to partially cover the cost of contraception for sexual assault victims. In rare cases, the cost of abortion for sexual assault victims was also covered, Miller's victim assistance division director, Sandi Tibbetts Murphy, told the Des Moines Register last year.
"As a part of her top-down, bottom-up audit of victim assistance, Attorney General Bird is carefully evaluating whether this is an appropriate use of public funds," said Alyssa Brouillet, Bird's communications director. "Until that review is complete, payment of these pending claims will be delayed."

    


The Register filed an open records request into the audit in October. After five months, Bird's office completed the records request but declined to release any documents to the Register, citing a section of Iowa Code excluding preliminary documents from public records law.




Federal and state law requires medical examination costs for victims of sexual assault are covered to ensure forensic evidence is collected readily and properly. In Iowa, costs are covered by the attorney general office's crime victim compensation program, which is funded by state and federal criminal fines and penalties.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Materials from Miller's administration show the costs for victims' prescriptions for oral contraceptives and the Plan-B morning-after pill, as well as for the prevention or treatment of sexually transmitted infections, were reimbursed at 75%.

    


Planned Parenthood Advocates of Iowa said in a statement that the audit is being used to justify the termination of payments.
"It's absolutely deplorable that sexual assault survivors in Iowa have gone more than a year without state-covered emergency contraceptives -- all because of politics," said Mazie Stilwell, director of public affairs.
Bird campaigned to replace the 10-term Miller highlighting her opposition to abortion and her commitment to defending Iowa's restrictive abortion law, which she will do again during oral arguments before the state Supreme Court in April. The law, currently on hold, would ban most abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy if it is upheld.
Bird's office said the crime victim compensation fund is being used to cover costs of sexual assault examinations, as well as rape kits and STI tests.
___
This story has been corrected to remove reference to a completed draft of the audit. The Iowa attorney general's office says work on the audit is continuing.
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    [image: FILE - A dose of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine is displayed at the Neighborcare Health clinics at Vashon Island High School in Vashon Island, Wash., on May 15, 2019. U.K. health officials are urging millions of parents to book their children in for missed measles, mumps and rubella shots amid a sharp increase in the number of measles cases and the lowest vaccination rates in a decade. The National Health Service is launching a publicity campaign after figures showed there have been 216 confirmed measles cases and 103 probable cases in parts of England since October. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A dose of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine is displayed at the Neighborcare Health clinics at Vashon Island High School in Vashon Island, Wash., on May 15, 2019. U.K. health officials are urging millions of parents to book their children in for missed measles, mumps and rubella shots amid a sharp increase in the number of measles cases and the lowest vaccination rates in a decade. The National Health Service is launching a publicity campaign after figures showed there have been 216 confirmed measles cases and 103 probable cases in parts of England since October. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: at the Associated Press in London, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024.  (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)  ]


By SYLVIA HUI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- U.K. health officials on Monday urged millions of parents to book their children for missed measles, mumps and rubella shots during a sharp increase in the number of measles cases and the lowest vaccination rates in a decade.
The National Health Service is launching a publicity campaign after figures showed there were about 250 confirmed measles cases in parts of England last year. Most cases were in children under 10 years old.
The combined measles, mumps and rubella, or MMR, vaccine is offered in the U.K. in two doses to all children, first at 12 months and then again at 3 years. Vaccination rates have dropped to about 85% nationally, and far lower in parts of London, according to U.K. Health Security Agency chief executive Jenny Harries. 
That is "too low to maintain safe population coverage -- we want that at about 95%" as advised by the World Health Organization, she said.

    


Public health officials say more than 3.4 million children under 16 years old are unprotected or not fully protected and at risk of catching the preventable diseases because they only received one of two vaccine doses.




Measles was declared eliminated in the U.K. in 2017, meaning the disease was no longer native to the country. 
But transmissions began again when epidemics broke out in the rest of Europe. Officials said outbreaks can take place anywhere where vaccine coverage is below the 95% needed to achieve herd immunity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

WHO and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in November that measles deaths globally spiked by more than 40% last year, and cases rose after vaccination levels dramatically dropped during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Measles is among the most infectious diseases known and spreads in the air when an infected person coughs or sneezes. It's most common in children under 5. Symptoms include fever, cough, runny nose and a distinctive rash.

    


Infection can lead to permanent physical damage such as deafness. Most deaths are due to complications like encephalitis, severe dehydration, serious breathing problems and pneumonia.
Harries said there was "clearly misinformation" about vaccines and urged people to consult trusted sources. 
Officials said intense media coverage in the late 1990s about the now discredited claim linking the MMR vaccine to autism led to a drop in vaccinations and took many years to recover from. 
More recently, declines in vaccination uptake were exacerbated partly by the pandemic and anti-vaccine sentiment, said Helen Bedford, a professor of children's health at University College London.
"The pandemic, with new vaccines introduced and vaccination constantly discussed, may have resulted in the public having more questions about vaccination: its safety, effectiveness and, for a disease like measles which had become rare in the U.K., its necessity," she said. "Asking questions about vaccination is to be encouraged, but we need trained staff to do this."
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                                        Jumping into London's River Thames has been the customary celebration for members of the winning crew in the Boat Race, the nearly 200-year-old rowing contest between storied English universities Oxford and Cambridge.
Now it comes with a health warning.
Testing by the River Action campaign group found high levels of E.coli along a stretch of the Thames in southwest London that will be used for the historic race taking place on Saturday.
E.coli bacteria normally live in the intestines of healthy people and animals. Most strains are harmless, cause relatively brief diarrhea and most people recover without much incident, according to the Mayo clinic. But small doses of some strains -- including just a mouthful of contaminated water -- can cause a range of conditions, including urinary tract infection, cystitis, intestinal infection and vomiting, with the worst cases leading to life-threatening blood poisoning.

    


The teams from both competing universities have been given a briefing pack with guidance, issued by River Action among others, on the importance of covering cuts, grazes and blisters with waterproof dressings, taking care not to swallow river water that splashes close to the mouth, wearing suitable footwear when launching or recovering a boat, and cleaning all equipment thoroughly.


In a statement to the Guardian newspaper, organizers have said they support the research carried out by River Action and added that precautionary measures for this year's race include "highlighting the risks of entering the water" and the use of a "cleansing station at the finish area."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The race between the universities first took place in 1829 and is one of the oldest sporting events in the world, typically attracting 270,000 spectators along the 4.2-mile (6.8-kilometer) stretch of the Thames.
River Action said it conducted 16 tests around the Hammersmith Bridge on the Thames from Feb. 28-March 26, using a World Health Organization-verified E.coli analyzer.

    


Test results indicated an average of 2,863 E.coli colony forming units (CFU) per 100ml of water, the group said. The highest recorded spike reached 9,801 CFU, it added.
River Action said that, according to the Environment Agency, it is unsafe to swim in an inland water registering 1,000 CFU or higher.
The group didn't say which of the many strains of E.coli it found.
"As a rower, the water I row on is my field of play, and the results of the E.coli testing show that rowers are putting their health at risk to do the sport they love," said Imogen Grant, a world champion rower who won the Boat Race with Cambridge three times. "More needs to be done to improve our water quality across the country, and testing like this gives us a picture of just how far we have to go."
River Action said the testing locations suggested the source of pollution was from utility company Thames Water discharging sewage directly into the river and its tributaries. Thames Water said improving the health of rivers was one of its key focuses and that it was working hard to reduce unnecessary discharges.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Health supplement products believed to have caused two deaths and sickened more than 100 people have been ordered to be taken off store shelves in Japan.
The products from Kobayashi Pharmaceutical Co., billed as helping to lower cholesterol, contained an ingredient called "benikoji," a red species of mold.
In addition to the products from Osaka-based Kobayashi, more than 40 products from other companies containing benikoji, including miso paste, crackers and a vinegar dressing, were recalled, starting last week, a government health ministry official said Wednesday. 
At least 106 people had been hospitalized, and many more are believed to have been sickened, although it's unclear if all the illnesses are directly linked to benikoji (pronounced beh-nee-koh-jeeh). 
The ministry has put up a list on its official site of all the recalled products, including some that use benikoji for food coloring.

    


The company is investigating the cause of the problem. The recalled products could be bought without a prescription from a doctor, and could be purchased at drug stores. 
Kobayashi apologized and asked in an online statement: "Please stop taking our products, and please do not use them in the future." 


Repeated calls to Kobayashi went unanswered. The company president and other top officials held a news conference last week when the problem first surfaced, bowing their heads in apology, as is the standard in Japan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ministry official warned there could be more victims in the days ahead. He asked everyone to stop ingesting anything with benikoji in it. Those with health problems, like weak kidneys, could be especially vulnerable, he said.
All the products were made in Japan, although it is unclear if any of the raw materials were imported. A recall of imported health supplements has happened before, but this is the first major recall of a domestically produced supplement, according to Japanese media reports.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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