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                  Canadian school boards sue social media giants                

                Action seeks $4bn in damages for harming the way children 'think, behave and learn'
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                                Four of Canada's largest school boards are seeking more than $4 billion in damages from social media firms such as Facebook owner Meta and Snap in a lawsuit, alleging that their products harm students.
The products are "negligently designed for compulsive use, have rewired the way children think, behave and learn", a joint statement by the boards said on Thursday.

That has caused learning and mental health crises in students, resulting in the schools having to invest more in support programmes, they said.

Several studies have shown that platforms like Facebook and Instagram can be addictive and their prolonged use can lead to anxiety and depression.

Thirty-three US states last year sued Meta, accusing its products of causing mental health issues among young children and teenagers.

The Canadian lawsuit has also named TikTok, the short-video social media platform from China's ByteDance.

The action has been brought on by the Toronto District School Board, Peel District School Board, Toronto Catholic District School Board, and Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.

More than 1,000 schools are under the jurisdiction of the boards. The Toronto-based law firm Neinstein LLP is representing them.

[image: ]
Mothers Against Media Addiction (Mama), a grassroots movement of parents fighting back against the crisis of smartphone and social media addiction, gather outside the Facebook and Meta Platforms offices in New York City on March 22. (Photo: Reuters)
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                  BYD slows plans for Vietnam EV factory                

                World's biggest EV maker cautious amid signs that market growth is slowing
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                                HANOI - The Chinese electric vehicle maker BYD has slowed down its plans to build an EV factory in Vietnam, according to the manager of the industrial park where the plant would be built.
The Vietnamese government said in May that the world's largest seller of EVs had decided to build a factory to manufacture and assemble cars in the northern province of Phu Tho, where the company already has a plant that produces tablets for Apple.

"Due to its strategy and the slowdown of the electric vehicle market, BYD slowed down (plans) to start construction," said Luong Thanh Tung, vice-chairman of Gelex Group, the company that runs the industrial park where BYD would build the new factory.

Speaking at a shareholders' meeting in Hanoi, Tung said that after lengthy negotiations with BYD, Gelex had reserved 100 hectares of commercial land at the Phu Ha industrial park].

But after delays, the two sides were now seeking a suitable time to start the project, he told the meeting.

In a later statement to Reuters, Gelex said BYD had not made any formal announcement about the possible factory.

BYD headquarters in China did not respond to a request for comment about Thursday's statements from Gelex.

Growth in the global EV market is expected to slow this year because of a fall in state subsidies.

The Vietnamese government's announcement about BYD's investment plans followed a visit to the country by BYD chief executive Wang Chuanfu in May. The statement did not indicate a starting date or the size of the investment for the project.

At a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha in May, Wang said he hoped for "favourable conditions to complete investment procedures", according to the Vietnamese government.

BYD is building an EV factory in Rayong province in Thailand and also plans to build EV facilities in Indonesia.

Last year the company sold over 3 million electric vehicles, including battery EVs and plug-in hybrids, passing Tesla as the world's biggest seller of EVs.
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                  Pakistan investigates army meddling in judiciary                

                Powerful intelligence services accused of intimidating judges in political cases
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                                ISLAMABAD - Pakistan will set up an inquiry commission to investigate accusations by six High Court judges of interference and intimidation by the country's powerful intelligence agencies in judicial decisions, the law minister said on Thursday.
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar made the announcement at a news conference in Islamabad, saying the decision was taken at a meeting between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa.

Their meeting took place after a letter written by six judges of the Islamabad High Court was sent to Isa's office. It alleged that the country's top spy agency, Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), had been intimidating them to seek favourable decisions in political cases.

The Pakistani army's media office did not respond to a Reuters request for a comment.

"We believe it is imperative to inquire into and determine whether there exists a continuing policy on part of the executive branch of the state, implemented by intelligence operatives who report to the executive branch, to intimidate judges, under threat of coercion or blackmail, to engineer judicial outcomes in politically consequential matters," said the letter, addressed to the Supreme Judicial Council headed by Justice Isa and seen by Reuters.

It mentioned as an example that the ISI's operatives intimidated through "friends and relatives" two of the judges who had declared against taking up a political case related to jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan last year.

It said the six judges had brought such cases in their chief's knowledge and also met the then chief justice of Pakistan to "share their concerns regarding efforts of ISI operatives to affect judicial outcomes".

They said the interference continued despite their chief assuring them that he had taken up the matter with the ISI head, who gave his word that there would not be any such interference, the letter said.

Khan's main opponent, the prime minister's Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), had also accused the ISI of intimidating the same court's decisions which led to convictions of his elder brother Nawaz Sharif after his ouster from the prime minister's office in 2017.

Like its peers in Thailand, the powerful army for decades has played an outsized role in making and breaking governments in Pakistan. The country has been ruled by military regimes for almost half its history since independence from Britain in 1947. Khan and elder Sharif both have alleged that they were ousted by the military after they fell out with the generals.

"We want [alleged interference in the judiciary] to be thoroughly probed because we had also been its victim," Tarar said.

Prime Minister Sharif will formally take the decision to set up the commission in a cabinet meeting on Friday, Tarar said. 
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                House approves study recommending establishment of entertainment complexes
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                                Thailand has taken its first step towards legalising casinos, as the government looks to attract high-spending tourists to support the economy while also checking revenue leakage from illegal gambling.
The House of Representatives on Thursday voted in favour of a study by a panel of lawmakers to allow casinos to be housed within large entertainment complexes. A total of 253 out of 257 lawmakers present voted in favour of the plan.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said the study would be forwarded to the cabinet for a decision on whether legalising casinos is "suitable for the nation."

Thailand is the latest country to consider competing for a pie of the global casino industry, which IBIS World estimates generated $263 billion in revenue last year.

The United Arab Emirates set up a framework for legalised gaming in September, with the emirates of Abu Dhabi and Ras Al Khaimah seen as frontrunners to introduce casinos.

Galaxy Entertainment Group and MGM Resorts International have been studying potential opening of casino resorts in Thailand as a hedge against uncertain prospects in Macau. Closer to home, casino operators in Singapore and the Philippine are putting up a challenge to Macau, which earned $22.75 billion in casino revenue last year.

The study by the House panel found that Thailand could lift tourism revenue by about $12 billion a year by legalising casinos and housing them within large entertainment complexes. Average tourist spending could rise 52% to 65,050 baht per trip once the entertainment hubs are built, netting additional earnings of as much as 449 billion baht, according to the study.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, who has been aggressively pushing policies to attract foreign investment and spur tourism, on Thursday expressed his support for the plan to legalise what he called "the grey economy" for better oversight and proper tax collection.

"It's time for our society to stop hiding the gambling, which is out there, and just properly regulate and take care of it," he said.

"I am not sure when the law will get approved and an entertainment complex can start operation. It will probably take some time. During the interim period, we need to tackle those illegal activities."

Though most types of betting are illegal in Thailand, any opening of casinos would be seen to be in line with the recent embrace of some liberal ideas to revive a tourism industry that has yet to return to its pre-pandemic highs.

In 2022, Thailand became the first country in Asia to decriminalise cannabis, although the Pheu Thai-led administration is now moving to ban its recreational use. The country is also set to become the first in Southeast Asia to legalise same-sex marriages.



	Editorial: Casinos must benefit Thais
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                  Women send message of determination                

                Self-awareness and a positive mindset also essential for success, Women Vision Forum told
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                                Prominent women have shared empowering stories, inspirational messages and career experiences during the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024, encouraging all people to overcome challenges with strong mindsets and determination.
At the event held on Thursday under the theme "Empowering Change for a Better Future" at Centara Grand at CentralWorld, Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra told attendees that rising hate speech and political infighting must stop.

People should aim for Thailand to be a more peaceful and prosperous nation, she added.

Reflecting on her own experiences, she emphasised the detrimental impact of hatred in society and politics, recounting the challenges she faced as a leader and daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Despite enduring criticism and unfair treatment, she said she has remained resilient, buoyed by the support of her loving family.

Ms Paetongtarn underscored the importance of family support in building resilience but acknowledged that not everyone has access to such support. She then highlighted government policies aimed at fostering familial bonds and empowering individuals.

She called for accountability in speech, cessation of hatred and bias and urged people to be mindful when using their words and refrain from unjustly hurting others.

She ultimately encouraged individuals not to let hatred define them, emphasising the power of resilience and self-worth.

"Hatred and criticism can't devalue you. Care only for those who matter," she said.

Dusit Thani Group chief executive Suphajee Suthumpun shared her beliefs through three key points to achieve success as a female leader in today's fast-changing times.

"Know yourself, plan well, know how to work with others, and I believe anything is possible for you all," she said.

She encouraged everyone, regardless of gender, to not only learn about their strengths and weaknesses but also develop a keen belief in themselves.

This mindset needs to come hand-in-hand with good planning skills to effectively prioritise tasks, she said.

"I always believe that if you want to go fast and far at the same time, you need to work with others," she said. "As a woman, we have a very strong sense of empathy."

Narumon Chivangkur, country officer and banking head with Citi Thailand, emphasised the importance of challenging the mindset some people have that they are not "ready" to move up, asserting that readiness alone is not a prerequisite for embarking on one's journey to the top.

Drawing from her extensive experience at Citi Group, she encouraged both women and men to recognise their inherent value and seize opportunities for growth, even in traditionally male-dominated sectors like banking.

Through her journey from a singer in the 90s to a prominent figure in the corporate world, Ms Narumon exemplifies the power of resilience, adaptability and a positive mindset.

Her story serves as a beacon of inspiration for those navigating their career paths, reminding them to step out of their comfort zones, embrace challenges and seize the opportunities that come their way.

Pawarapa Dupassakoon, marketing and PR director at Porsche Thailand by AAS Group, epitomises the power of the "never say no" attitude as a catalyst for career success, irrespective of gender.

She emphasised the importance of openness to new opportunities, recognising that a cautious approach can lead to missed chances for growth and advancement.

In a traditionally male-dominated industry like the motor business, Ms Pawarapa's journey exemplifies resilience and adaptability.

Despite entering unfamiliar territory at a young age, she embraced every challenge and opportunity that came her way, gradually gaining expertise and understanding within the niche market.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Ms Pawarapa's outlook on Porsche transcends mere product marketing, recognising it as a symbol of happiness and shared moments.

Her ability to navigate both the highs and lows of her career journey underscores her resilience and growth mindset.

Meanwhile, Anntonia Porsild, the first runner-up Miss Universe 2023, imparted a stirring narrative of empowerment, rooted in integrity and purposeful action.

Reflecting on her journey, she shared candidly the trials she faced, navigating a landscape often marred by undue scrutiny and baseless criticism.

Yet, in the face of adversity, she found solace in her unwavering resolve to transcend conventional expectations.

Driven by a profound sense of duty instilled by her mother, Ms Anntonia embarked on a mission to redefine the essence of beauty queenhood.

Through her foundation, she became a beacon of hope, extending a lifeline to the marginalised and vulnerable.

Though the coveted Miss Universe crown remained elusive, Ms Anntonia's spirit remained undaunted.

Embracing the lessons of setbacks with grace, she championed the ethos of resilience, affirming that true victory transcends mere accolades.

Also from the Forum:


	Paetongtarn Shinawatra: Fighting hate speech as rifts worsen

	Pawarapa Dupassakoon: 'Never say no' attitude key to career growth

	Suphajee Suthumpun: Dusit Thani CEO outlines roadmap for success

	Anntonia Porsild: From beauty queen to change maker

	Narumon Chivangkur: Don't let self-doubt obstruct career advancement
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                Supportive family has helped rising political star overcome adversity, but challenges remain
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                                Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra says she is concerned by the rising levels of hate speech in society and vicious political infighting -- issues she intends to confront head-on for a more peaceful and prosperous nation.
"There is one thing I'd like to change the most. However, the issue is complicated and universally unsolved among nations, regardless of the country's economic growth or extent of freedom. The issue is hatred in people's hearts," she said in her keynote speech at the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024 on Thursday.

Addressing the topic of "Female Leadership in Social and Political Transformation", Ms Paetongtarn said she has witnessed the highs and lows of human nature as the daughter of fugitive former premier Thaksin Shinawatra and the leader of a political party.

She said venomous and personal attacks are rife in politics, something she first experienced at the age of 8 when her father made his first foray into the political arena.

Ms Paetongtarn said she and her family had to constantly deal with hatred and criticism levelled against her father by his political opponents and their supporters.

This continued while she was at university -- with defaced photos of Thaksin often left lying around and people making unpleasant comments about her father's character and politics.

She said the situation deteriorated when Thaksin was charged with breaking the law, but all she could do was stay silent and remain patient until the court cleared his name.

Thaksin returned to Thailand last year after 15 years of self-imposed exile to face more charges and was recently paroled after spending almost all of his sentence in the Police General Hospital in Bangkok.

Ms Paetongtarn said there was such a backlash against her family while growing up due to the nation's divisive politics -- the flames of which were stoked by unbridled hatred -- that she was even accused of cheating to pass her university admission test, despite the claims being untrue with no evidence to back them up.

"It came to the point that this political bias resulted in an unfair evaluation of my academic performance," she said.

"Although I could fight such hatred with my own strength, it affected my emotions. All of this because I am a daughter of a former prime minister who some people disliked," she added.

"It left marks on my young self and I kept asking, what I did wrong? And why did I have to face this?"

Fortunately, she said, she had a loving family who supported her and empowered her to be resilient in the face of the relentless criticism and personal attacks.

A supportive family is the key to imbuing people with strength and resilience but many households in Thailand are divided by a multiplicity of factors including the economic imperative, she noted.

This is why the Pheu Thai Party-led government has been promoting a policy called "One Family, One Soft Power," Ms Paetongtarn said.

The aim is to enhance people's technical or vocational skills so they can earn a living while staying with their families instead of being compelled to look for jobs elsewhere.

Ms Paetongtarn also said people need to be aware that hatred begets hatred, its repercussions can boomerang back on them, and freedom of speech requires the application of good conscience.

"People tend to forget that they have to be held accountable for their criticism," she said. "We cannot control hatred but we can control the way we express things, so as not to hurt others without good reason.

"Do not let their (hateful) words define you."
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                  Tesla tosses out the assembly line                

                Radical 'unboxed' approach to efficient production could push EV prices down to $25,000
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                                Tesla Inc has a plan to fend off cheaper competition from China with a $25,000 electric car. But first it has to overhaul a 100-year-old manufacturing process pioneered by Henry Ford.
The company is moving to what it calls an "unboxed" approach, which is more like building Legos than a traditional production line. Instead of a large, rectangular car moving along a linear conveyor belt, parts are assembled simultaneously in dedicated areas and then all put together at the end.

Tesla says the change could reduce manufacturing footprints by more than 40%, allowing the carmaker to build future plants far faster and at less expense.

If the new assembly process is successful, Tesla says it can slash production costs in half. That will be key to delivering a cheap enough car to stoke demand that has slowed of late and pressured the electric-car maker's stock price.

"If we're going to scale the way we want to do, we have to rethink manufacturing again," Lars Moravy, Tesla's vice-president of vehicle engineering, said during an investor day meeting this month.

The problem is that investors haven't heard many details about how Tesla has progressed since then, even as Chinese automakers have slashed costs and Detroit carmakers have refocused their efforts on cheaper models, as well.

On the company's most recent earnings call in January, chief executive Officer Elon Musk stuck to generalities, saying only that Tesla was "very far along" on making a cheaper car, which is slated to start production at the end of next year.

While he mentioned the new "revolutionary manufacturing system," calling it "far more advanced than any automotive manufacturing system in the world, by a significant margin", he didn't elaborate.

Musk is notorious for missing deadlines, and some on Wall Street are dubious that Musk can meet his already-delayed timeline -- he first teased a $25,000 EV back in 2020 -- much less the savings targets. Tesla's method is unproven, and may come with its own inefficiencies and risks.

A recent analysis by Bloomberg Intelligence estimated that the new modular manufacturing process would cut costs by 33% -- not half.

Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.

In the absence of details, some people are taking it upon themselves to figure out how well the system might work. Mathew Vachaparampil, CEO of Caresoft, an engineering and automotive benchmarking firm, said his company's engineers spent 200,000 hours building a digital replica of Tesla's unboxed platform. They found that Musk's ambitions are technically possible, and Vachaparampil said they would make "huge financial sense" -- if achieved. (Story continues below)


[image: ]
A Tesla vehicle is topped up at a charging station in San Mateo, California. (Photo: Bloomberg)




Ford's legacy

Most mass-market automakers still largely adhere to the same basic setup used by Henry Ford in 1913 to make the Model T.

Stamped panels are put together in a framing station and welded into a rectangular, boxed-shaped car. Doors are put on. The vehicle then goes through the paint shop -- either dipped into a big vat, or sprayed and dried in large ovens. The freshly painted doors are then taken off.

Wiring and an engine or motors are dropped in along a winding assembly line. Seats and other parts of the interior are put in, and then glass windshields and windows are added. The doors come back on right before a final inspection.

That process, Tesla executives say, is rife with inefficiencies. Moving a car-sized "box" through a factory takes up a lot of space. Painting an entire machine, instead of just the panels that need it, takes time and wastes energy. And working off of a hulking frame means only a few people can assemble their parts at a given time.

The unboxed method doesn't require a big skeleton of a machine to move through a factory. Instead, splitting off into small groups, workers labour on various components of a vehicle simultaneously before it comes together at a single point in final assembly.

The potential cost savings are substantial, according to Vachaparampil. Caresoft sees at least a 50% reduction in paint-shop investment in new factories alone.

Paint has long been the most expensive part of any auto plant: The high heat required for automotive paint is energy-intensive, and there are strict emissions requirements. The throughput of the paint shop largely determines a plant's total output, according to auto plant experts.

A typical car body is 6 feet wide and 15 feet long. Instead of sending the entire rectangular body through a paint shop, Tesla's unboxed process will just paint the actual panels before the car is assembled.

Untested method

The unboxed method has plenty of risks of its own, mainly that it's unproven and requires shifting to a new assembly process, which could lead to production delays.

But it's not the first time Tesla has made significant changes to improve long-held manufacturing practices.

With its Model Y, instead of stamping various pieces of the car, Tesla turned to die-casting machine presses to "gigacast" -- or create giant molds -- of the front and rear of the vehicle. That eliminated the need for hundreds of parts and welds.

Other US automakers are also working to fend off the competitive threat posed by Chinese cars. Ford, for example, is exploring a compact EV that would use a cheaper battery.

"The concern is that the lower end of the automotive market isn't currently being served by electric vehicles, but they will be served by China if US companies can't cut costs," said Susan Helper, a professor of economics at Case Western University.

But Musk's company has an edge over longtime automakers in adapting to novel, potentially cheaper manufacturing techniques. Tesla's factories are newer than most, and some aren't even under construction yet, so it can more easily and cheaply tailor its facilities to run on cutting-edge manufacturing methods.

That doesn't mean it's easy. The company has warned investors that it's "between two major growth waves" as demand for the Model 3 and Y -- both of which have been out for years -- tops out.

Tesla delivered 1.8 million cars last year, but aims to deliver 20 million cars by 2030. To do that, it will need much cheaper cars.
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                  Grab taxi service comes to Suvarnabhumi                

                Service from pick-up point at Gate 4 available to anyone using Grab application
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                                Airports of Thailand (AoT) has introduced Grab taxi services at Suvarnabhumi airport to give passengers more choices to get to and from their destinations.
The new Grab service centre is located at Gate 4 on the first floor of the airport passenger terminal. It will serve as a 24-hour pick-up point for passengers using the ride-hailing application, according to AoT director Kirati Kitmanawat. 

In keeping with Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's campaign to make Suvarnabhumi one of the top 20 airports in the world, AoT has added Grab service to improve seamless transport connectivity, Mr Kirati said at the opening ceremony of the centre on Thursday. 

AoT earlier teamed up with Grab to allow passengers to use the app to call Grab taxis at Don Mueang, Chiang Mai and Phuket airports.

Mr Kirati said the arrival of Grab would "give more choices for passengers and raise the service standards at the airport to be more convenient and faster".

Safety is also assured as Grab taxi services have been certified by the Department of Land Transport, he added.

AoT also plans to expand public transport services via other applications, said Mr Kirati.
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                  Foreign minister to address visa issue in Japan                

                Panpree confident he can persuade Tokyo to maintain visa-free entry despite rise in overstays
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                                Foreign Minister Panpree Bahiddha-Nukara will travel to Tokyo in the hope of persuading the Japanese government to maintain its visa-free policy for Thailand amid a jump in the number of overstaying Thai visitors.
Mr Panpree did not specify a date but said on Thursday that the visit would take place soon, according to several media outlets.

He admitted he was concerned amid speculation that Tokyo might reinstate visa requirements for Thai nationals, more of whom are reported to be overstaying after they enter the country.

But Mr Panpree, who is also the deputy prime minister, expressed confidence that the issue could be addressed positively, as Thai travellers who stay beyond the 15-day limit without a visa have not created serious problems or committed crimes.

"If (I have an opportunity) to explain to Japan, there is a chance for visa-free entry for Thais to continue," he was quoted as saying by Thai News Agency.

The number of Thais overstaying in Japan rose from 8,688 in 2021 to 9,459 last year, compared with only 3,500 in 2013 when the visa-free policy was first introduced, according to the Consular Affairs Department.

Japan is among the top destinations for Thai vacationers.

Almost 2.78 million foreign tourists visited Japan in February, 101,400 of them from Thailand, data from Japan Tourism Statistics shows. Thais led all visitors from Southeast Asia entering Japan. They accounted for 3.6% of total foreign arrivals, with only South Korea, Taiwan, China and Hong Kong ahead of the kingdom.
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                                The government will grant tax waivers for organisers of large international concerts, sporting events and festivals as it steps up efforts to make Thailand a tourism hub.
The Board of Investment said on Thursday that organisers of large international events requiring an investment of at least 100 million baht would receive an import duty exemption on equipment and facilitation for the temporary entry of the required foreign staff.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has been promoting event-related tourism as part of his "Ignite Thailand" campaign to improve economic growth, which has averaged less than 2% a year for the past decade, trailing Southeast Asia.

Mr Srettha pointed to the Eras Tour by American pop star Taylor Swift as an example of how major concerts and events can stimulate travel and related spending. He said he admired Singapore authorities for offering organisers incentives to choose the city-state as the exclusive location for six Swift concerts in Southeast Asia.

The Thai government, meanwhile, recently confirmed that the country has been chosen as the site for two major events. 

Summer Sonic, a music festival from Japan that will be staged in Bangkok in August for the first time, is expected to attract 350,000 people, Mr Srettha said this week.

Thailand has also sealed a deal to host Tomorrowland, an annual dance music festival that originated in Belgium, starting in 2026.

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, deputy chair of the national soft power committee, said her committee was working to abolish any regulations that pose an obstacle to the event industry.
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                                Thailand has taken its first step towards legalising casinos, as the government looks to attract high-spending tourists to support the economy while also checking revenue leakage from illegal gambling.
The House of Representatives on Thursday voted in favour of a study by a panel of lawmakers to allow casinos to be housed within large entertainment complexes. A total of 253 out of 257 lawmakers present voted in favour of the plan.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said the study would be forwarded to the cabinet for a decision on whether legalising casinos is "suitable for the nation."

Thailand is the latest country to consider competing for a pie of the global casino industry, which IBIS World estimates generated $263 billion in revenue last year.

The United Arab Emirates set up a framework for legalised gaming in September, with the emirates of Abu Dhabi and Ras Al Khaimah seen as frontrunners to introduce casinos.

Galaxy Entertainment Group and MGM Resorts International have been studying potential opening of casino resorts in Thailand as a hedge against uncertain prospects in Macau. Closer to home, casino operators in Singapore and the Philippine are putting up a challenge to Macau, which earned $22.75 billion in casino revenue last year.

The study by the House panel found that Thailand could lift tourism revenue by about $12 billion a year by legalising casinos and housing them within large entertainment complexes. Average tourist spending could rise 52% to 65,050 baht per trip once the entertainment hubs are built, netting additional earnings of as much as 449 billion baht, according to the study.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, who has been aggressively pushing policies to attract foreign investment and spur tourism, on Thursday expressed his support for the plan to legalise what he called "the grey economy" for better oversight and proper tax collection.

"It's time for our society to stop hiding the gambling, which is out there, and just properly regulate and take care of it," he said.

"I am not sure when the law will get approved and an entertainment complex can start operation. It will probably take some time. During the interim period, we need to tackle those illegal activities."

Though most types of betting are illegal in Thailand, any opening of casinos would be seen to be in line with the recent embrace of some liberal ideas to revive a tourism industry that has yet to return to its pre-pandemic highs.

In 2022, Thailand became the first country in Asia to decriminalise cannabis, although the Pheu Thai-led administration is now moving to ban its recreational use. The country is also set to become the first in Southeast Asia to legalise same-sex marriages.



	Editorial: Casinos must benefit Thais
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                                Prominent women have shared empowering stories, inspirational messages and career experiences during the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024, encouraging all people to overcome challenges with strong mindsets and determination.
At the event held on Thursday under the theme "Empowering Change for a Better Future" at Centara Grand at CentralWorld, Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra told attendees that rising hate speech and political infighting must stop.

People should aim for Thailand to be a more peaceful and prosperous nation, she added.

Reflecting on her own experiences, she emphasised the detrimental impact of hatred in society and politics, recounting the challenges she faced as a leader and daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Despite enduring criticism and unfair treatment, she said she has remained resilient, buoyed by the support of her loving family.

Ms Paetongtarn underscored the importance of family support in building resilience but acknowledged that not everyone has access to such support. She then highlighted government policies aimed at fostering familial bonds and empowering individuals.

She called for accountability in speech, cessation of hatred and bias and urged people to be mindful when using their words and refrain from unjustly hurting others.

She ultimately encouraged individuals not to let hatred define them, emphasising the power of resilience and self-worth.

"Hatred and criticism can't devalue you. Care only for those who matter," she said.

Dusit Thani Group chief executive Suphajee Suthumpun shared her beliefs through three key points to achieve success as a female leader in today's fast-changing times.

"Know yourself, plan well, know how to work with others, and I believe anything is possible for you all," she said.

She encouraged everyone, regardless of gender, to not only learn about their strengths and weaknesses but also develop a keen belief in themselves.

This mindset needs to come hand-in-hand with good planning skills to effectively prioritise tasks, she said.

"I always believe that if you want to go fast and far at the same time, you need to work with others," she said. "As a woman, we have a very strong sense of empathy."

Narumon Chivangkur, country officer and banking head with Citi Thailand, emphasised the importance of challenging the mindset some people have that they are not "ready" to move up, asserting that readiness alone is not a prerequisite for embarking on one's journey to the top.

Drawing from her extensive experience at Citi Group, she encouraged both women and men to recognise their inherent value and seize opportunities for growth, even in traditionally male-dominated sectors like banking.

Through her journey from a singer in the 90s to a prominent figure in the corporate world, Ms Narumon exemplifies the power of resilience, adaptability and a positive mindset.

Her story serves as a beacon of inspiration for those navigating their career paths, reminding them to step out of their comfort zones, embrace challenges and seize the opportunities that come their way.

Pawarapa Dupassakoon, marketing and PR director at Porsche Thailand by AAS Group, epitomises the power of the "never say no" attitude as a catalyst for career success, irrespective of gender.

She emphasised the importance of openness to new opportunities, recognising that a cautious approach can lead to missed chances for growth and advancement.

In a traditionally male-dominated industry like the motor business, Ms Pawarapa's journey exemplifies resilience and adaptability.

Despite entering unfamiliar territory at a young age, she embraced every challenge and opportunity that came her way, gradually gaining expertise and understanding within the niche market.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Ms Pawarapa's outlook on Porsche transcends mere product marketing, recognising it as a symbol of happiness and shared moments.

Her ability to navigate both the highs and lows of her career journey underscores her resilience and growth mindset.

Meanwhile, Anntonia Porsild, the first runner-up Miss Universe 2023, imparted a stirring narrative of empowerment, rooted in integrity and purposeful action.

Reflecting on her journey, she shared candidly the trials she faced, navigating a landscape often marred by undue scrutiny and baseless criticism.

Yet, in the face of adversity, she found solace in her unwavering resolve to transcend conventional expectations.

Driven by a profound sense of duty instilled by her mother, Ms Anntonia embarked on a mission to redefine the essence of beauty queenhood.

Through her foundation, she became a beacon of hope, extending a lifeline to the marginalised and vulnerable.

Though the coveted Miss Universe crown remained elusive, Ms Anntonia's spirit remained undaunted.

Embracing the lessons of setbacks with grace, she championed the ethos of resilience, affirming that true victory transcends mere accolades.

Also from the Forum:


	Paetongtarn Shinawatra: Fighting hate speech as rifts worsen

	Pawarapa Dupassakoon: 'Never say no' attitude key to career growth

	Suphajee Suthumpun: Dusit Thani CEO outlines roadmap for success

	Anntonia Porsild: From beauty queen to change maker

	Narumon Chivangkur: Don't let self-doubt obstruct career advancement
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                Radical 'unboxed' approach to efficient production could push EV prices down to $25,000
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                                Tesla Inc has a plan to fend off cheaper competition from China with a $25,000 electric car. But first it has to overhaul a 100-year-old manufacturing process pioneered by Henry Ford.
The company is moving to what it calls an "unboxed" approach, which is more like building Legos than a traditional production line. Instead of a large, rectangular car moving along a linear conveyor belt, parts are assembled simultaneously in dedicated areas and then all put together at the end.

Tesla says the change could reduce manufacturing footprints by more than 40%, allowing the carmaker to build future plants far faster and at less expense.

If the new assembly process is successful, Tesla says it can slash production costs in half. That will be key to delivering a cheap enough car to stoke demand that has slowed of late and pressured the electric-car maker's stock price.

"If we're going to scale the way we want to do, we have to rethink manufacturing again," Lars Moravy, Tesla's vice-president of vehicle engineering, said during an investor day meeting this month.

The problem is that investors haven't heard many details about how Tesla has progressed since then, even as Chinese automakers have slashed costs and Detroit carmakers have refocused their efforts on cheaper models, as well.

On the company's most recent earnings call in January, chief executive Officer Elon Musk stuck to generalities, saying only that Tesla was "very far along" on making a cheaper car, which is slated to start production at the end of next year.

While he mentioned the new "revolutionary manufacturing system," calling it "far more advanced than any automotive manufacturing system in the world, by a significant margin", he didn't elaborate.

Musk is notorious for missing deadlines, and some on Wall Street are dubious that Musk can meet his already-delayed timeline -- he first teased a $25,000 EV back in 2020 -- much less the savings targets. Tesla's method is unproven, and may come with its own inefficiencies and risks.

A recent analysis by Bloomberg Intelligence estimated that the new modular manufacturing process would cut costs by 33% -- not half.

Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.

In the absence of details, some people are taking it upon themselves to figure out how well the system might work. Mathew Vachaparampil, CEO of Caresoft, an engineering and automotive benchmarking firm, said his company's engineers spent 200,000 hours building a digital replica of Tesla's unboxed platform. They found that Musk's ambitions are technically possible, and Vachaparampil said they would make "huge financial sense" -- if achieved. (Story continues below)


[image: ]
A Tesla vehicle is topped up at a charging station in San Mateo, California. (Photo: Bloomberg)




Ford's legacy

Most mass-market automakers still largely adhere to the same basic setup used by Henry Ford in 1913 to make the Model T.

Stamped panels are put together in a framing station and welded into a rectangular, boxed-shaped car. Doors are put on. The vehicle then goes through the paint shop -- either dipped into a big vat, or sprayed and dried in large ovens. The freshly painted doors are then taken off.

Wiring and an engine or motors are dropped in along a winding assembly line. Seats and other parts of the interior are put in, and then glass windshields and windows are added. The doors come back on right before a final inspection.

That process, Tesla executives say, is rife with inefficiencies. Moving a car-sized "box" through a factory takes up a lot of space. Painting an entire machine, instead of just the panels that need it, takes time and wastes energy. And working off of a hulking frame means only a few people can assemble their parts at a given time.

The unboxed method doesn't require a big skeleton of a machine to move through a factory. Instead, splitting off into small groups, workers labour on various components of a vehicle simultaneously before it comes together at a single point in final assembly.

The potential cost savings are substantial, according to Vachaparampil. Caresoft sees at least a 50% reduction in paint-shop investment in new factories alone.

Paint has long been the most expensive part of any auto plant: The high heat required for automotive paint is energy-intensive, and there are strict emissions requirements. The throughput of the paint shop largely determines a plant's total output, according to auto plant experts.

A typical car body is 6 feet wide and 15 feet long. Instead of sending the entire rectangular body through a paint shop, Tesla's unboxed process will just paint the actual panels before the car is assembled.

Untested method

The unboxed method has plenty of risks of its own, mainly that it's unproven and requires shifting to a new assembly process, which could lead to production delays.

But it's not the first time Tesla has made significant changes to improve long-held manufacturing practices.

With its Model Y, instead of stamping various pieces of the car, Tesla turned to die-casting machine presses to "gigacast" -- or create giant molds -- of the front and rear of the vehicle. That eliminated the need for hundreds of parts and welds.

Other US automakers are also working to fend off the competitive threat posed by Chinese cars. Ford, for example, is exploring a compact EV that would use a cheaper battery.

"The concern is that the lower end of the automotive market isn't currently being served by electric vehicles, but they will be served by China if US companies can't cut costs," said Susan Helper, a professor of economics at Case Western University.

But Musk's company has an edge over longtime automakers in adapting to novel, potentially cheaper manufacturing techniques. Tesla's factories are newer than most, and some aren't even under construction yet, so it can more easily and cheaply tailor its facilities to run on cutting-edge manufacturing methods.

That doesn't mean it's easy. The company has warned investors that it's "between two major growth waves" as demand for the Model 3 and Y -- both of which have been out for years -- tops out.

Tesla delivered 1.8 million cars last year, but aims to deliver 20 million cars by 2030. To do that, it will need much cheaper cars.
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                Panpree confident he can persuade Tokyo to maintain visa-free entry despite rise in overstays
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                                Foreign Minister Panpree Bahiddha-Nukara will travel to Tokyo in the hope of persuading the Japanese government to maintain its visa-free policy for Thailand amid a jump in the number of overstaying Thai visitors.
Mr Panpree did not specify a date but said on Thursday that the visit would take place soon, according to several media outlets.

He admitted he was concerned amid speculation that Tokyo might reinstate visa requirements for Thai nationals, more of whom are reported to be overstaying after they enter the country.

But Mr Panpree, who is also the deputy prime minister, expressed confidence that the issue could be addressed positively, as Thai travellers who stay beyond the 15-day limit without a visa have not created serious problems or committed crimes.

"If (I have an opportunity) to explain to Japan, there is a chance for visa-free entry for Thais to continue," he was quoted as saying by Thai News Agency.

The number of Thais overstaying in Japan rose from 8,688 in 2021 to 9,459 last year, compared with only 3,500 in 2013 when the visa-free policy was first introduced, according to the Consular Affairs Department.

Japan is among the top destinations for Thai vacationers.

Almost 2.78 million foreign tourists visited Japan in February, 101,400 of them from Thailand, data from Japan Tourism Statistics shows. Thais led all visitors from Southeast Asia entering Japan. They accounted for 3.6% of total foreign arrivals, with only South Korea, Taiwan, China and Hong Kong ahead of the kingdom.
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                Sittra Biabungkerd gives police investigators evidence that he says links many to online gambling
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                                Crusading lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd on Thursday presented the police with evidence of what he says is large-scale bribery from online gambling business that involves many officers.
The secretary of the People's Lawyers Foundation turned over the documents to Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat Pankaew, the deputy chief of the police Central Investigation Bureau (CIB).

The lawyer said the information included chat records, money transfer slips and bank statements. The recipients of the money included many police officers and a high-ranking commander, he added.

Mr Sittra said he had not yet filed a complaint against any individual officers but would wait for 30 days for the bureau to conduct an investigation. He said he would follow up progress and decide later on his next move.

Mr Sittra said none of his findings indicated any possible wrongdoing by Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, a deputy national police chief.

Pol Gen Surachate and officers loyal to him have been involved in a long-running feud with a faction loyal to Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol, who was named the national police chief last year and is scheduled to retire at the end of September.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin last week became so fed up with the public sniping that he transferred both men to inactive posts pending an investigation into what is really behind the conflict.

Mr Sittra said he had received his evidence from police officers who could no longer tolerate corruption on the force.

On Tuesday he alleged that a gang with police links collected about 100 million baht in kickbacks each month. It was subsequently reported that Pol Gen Torsak was looking to file a lawsuit against Mr Sittra.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat said he would send the information from the lawyer to the Anti-Corruption Division Police for verification within 30 days. He said he would not send it to the National Anti-Corruption Commission because Mr Sittra had not yet filed a specific complaint about malfeasance or bribery.

Pol Gen Surachate, meanwhile, on Wednesday failed to acknowledge money-laundering charges for a second time. The case concerns an online gambling network called BNK Master.

Investigators resolved on Wednesday to issue a third notice to appear on April 1. If Pol Gen Surachate fails to show, he will face an arrest warrant, a police source said.

Pol Gen Surachate is said to be visiting the United Kingdom and is due to return to Thailand on April 1.
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                                The Chinese government has agreed in principle to supply either two patrol vessels or a frigate to the Thai navy instead of a submarine, according to a navy source.
The source said on Thursday that the agreement was made during the recent visit of Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang to China. His delegation included navy commander-in-chief Adm Adung Phan-iam and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Jakkapong Sangmanee. The trip concluded on Wednesday.

According to the source, China has accepted Thailand's proposal to purchase either two offshore patrol vessels or one frigate, as opposed to a submarine. The payment for this arrangement will be made using the navy's instalments for the submarine over the past six years, totalling 8 billion baht. However, detailed arrangements for this change are yet to be finalised by the concerned officials.

The order change has raised concerns for China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOC), which was contracted to construct the submarine under a government-to-government (G-to-G) agreement. The submarine was reported to be 50% completed.

After Mr Sutin, representing the coalition-core Pheu Thai Party, became the defence minister in September last year, he announced the following month to shelve the navy's submarine purchase plan with China and pushed for procuring a frigate from China instead. This decision stemmed from China's inability to install a German engine in the ordered submarine.

The original agreement, signed in 2017 for the S26T Yuan-class submarine, stipulated a German-made diesel engine. However, Germany forbids the use of such engines in Chinese military and defence hardware. Consequently, Beijing proposed a Chinese-made engine as an alternative.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2766824/china-agrees-to-supply-ship-instead-of-sub-to-navy



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Yellow Line service suspended after parts fall onto street                

                Second mishap on monorail system following January incident when wheel fell off
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                                Service on the Metropolitan Rapid Transit (MRT) Yellow Line was suspended from Thursday morning until midnight after some parts fell from the track in an accident that damaged several vehicles, with no injuries reported.
Eastern Bangkok Monorail Co Ltd, which operates the driverless train, said parts of the conductor rail had dropped from the track between the Kalantan and Si Udom stations.

At least 12 vehicles -- nine cars and three motorcycles -- were found damaged by the falling rail parts.

Social media channels of the Yellow Line announced only that the service had to be suspended at all stations as the company is trying to address "a problem". The Ministry of Transport subsequently ordered the service suspended until midnight, according to local media reports.





The suspension began before 9am as commuters were using the line to get to work during rush hour. A train was ordered to stop between the stations, and staff were seen helping passengers to evacuate from the cars by walking along the track.

Some passengers took the opportunity to capture photos and videos during the unusual experience of walking along the track.

						
							
lngedindir`air pic.twitter.com/SzdPNHKo0u

-- minandmoon (@iminchyu) March 28, 2024

						





Images of some fallen parts were also posted on social media.

The Yellow Line monorail runs between Lat Phrao and Samrong. The service started in July last year.

Thursday's incident was the second mishap on the monorail system, from which a wheel tumbled on Jan 2 and struck a taxi on the road below. 

That led to an order for the ball-bearings on the wheels of all Yellow Line trains to be replaced to ensure public safety.

The January incident came just a week after a section of conductor rail on the Pink Line monorail broke free from its beam and fell onto a street, damaging several parked cars parked along Tiwanon Road in Nonthaburi.

The Pink Line operator is Northern Bangkok Monorail Co. The company and Eastern Bangkok Monorail are subsidiaries of BSR JV Consortium, a joint venture between three giant SET-listed companies: BTS Group Holdings, with a 75% shareholding; Sino-Thai Engineering and Construction, and Ratch Group, a major power producer.

[image: ]
A person holds a piece of track equipment that fell from the Yellow Line on Thursday, forcing a halt to service. (Photo: @vissnup X account)
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                  Making sense of the uptick for Bitcoin                

                The US approval of spot ETFs, a halving scheduled for April and the expectation of lower interest rates are all supporting the cryptocurrency
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                                Before this year, investors predicted the prices of cryptocurrencies could surge in 2024 because of the Bitcoin halving, an event that rewards mining that occurs every four years, as well as the likelihood of interest rate cuts, which benefit most asset classes.
But not many analysts expected the Bitcoin price to skyrocket to the level where it sits today. Richard Teng, chief executive of the world's largest cryptocurrency exchange Binance, said recently he forecast Bitcoin would end 2024 at around US$80,000, but now he expects it to exceed that level before the end of the year.

The world's most popular cryptocurrency soared to an all-time high of $73,750 in mid-March, a 56% increase year to date, succeeding the 2021 peak of $68,000. The price fell significantly after reports of high US inflation in February, making investors uneasy and leading to a sell-off of risky assets such as cryptocurrencies.

But investors didn't have to wait long for the price to climb back. On Monday, Bitcoin gained 7.1% to $70,816, marking the first time the token exceeded $70,000 in more than a week.

Q: WHAT ARE THE FACTORS DRIVING THE PRICE?

Observers credited the launch of spot Bitcoin exchange-traded funds (ETFs) earlier this year for the price surging 350%, rising from a recent crash to $15,000.

The US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) approved 11 spot Bitcoin ETFs on Jan 10, 2024. Up to that point, regulators had been reluctant to approve spot Bitcoin ETF applications, citing concerns over market manipulation, fraud, custody and investor protection.

Following the approval, spot Bitcoin ETFs drove Bitcoin prices for two reasons. First, the move further legitimised the asset class, as the cautious SEC lowered regulatory barriers for financial companies to promote crypto products.

More importantly, the creation of spot Bitcoin ETFs significantly shifted the supply and demand curves, with providers needing to purchase physical Bitcoin to offer the product.

Other jurisdictions recently opened the door to allowing similar products, with the UK regulator flagging possible Bitcoin exchange-traded notes.

The Bitcoin halving, which occurs roughly every four years and reduces the amount of Bitcoin, rewards miners for mining new coins.

The rationale is to constrain the supply of new Bitcoin over time, reducing the incentive of miners to mine and releasing fewer new coins into circulation during the mining process.

History suggests Bitcoin rallies going into and shortly after halving events. The three previous halvings in 2012, 2016 and 2020 supported prices, and the upcoming halving in April is expected to do the same, according to analysts.

Suphasit Sitthisaovapark, head of product development and investment strategy at Asset Plus Fund Management, said following the launch of spot Bitcoin ETFs in January, investors have bought 5% of the total Bitcoin supplies over the past couple of months.

With the halving next month, it potentially cause supply shocks later, he said.

In addition, Republican candidate Donald Trump has taken the lead in US presidential election polls. If the Republican Party, which is considered open to digital assets, wins the White House later this year, Bitcoin prices are expected to receive a further boost, said Mr Suphasit.

Q: WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF INTEREST RATE CUTS ON HIGH-RISK ASSETS SUCH AS BITCOIN?

The macroeconomic backdrop has also been supportive of Bitcoin. As a non-yielding asset, bought by some as a store of value, Bitcoin has been pushed higher by the prospect of interest rate cuts in the US.

Policy settings remain restrictive and unaccommodating for non-yielding assets such as Bitcoin. Unlike the last record high for Bitcoin in November 2021, this rally has come despite positive "real" yields, which in theory should push money flow towards cash and treasuries.

However, market expectations for three rate cuts by the Federal Reserve this year provides a tailwind for Bitcoin, as a quicker or deeper cutting cycle potentially provides a bullish driver for the asset.

Bitcoin is often seen as a barometer for risk appetite in broader financial markets.

The appetite for risk recently elevated, with bullish behaviour observed across asset markets. The driving factor behind such strong sentiment is greater liquidity, lower implied volatility and an improving investment outlook, which itself is generated by expectations of lower interest rates globally and a "soft landing" of the US economy.

Q: HOW FAR CAN THE PRICE RALLY GO?

Monday's surge signalled a potential end to the recent correction for crypto markets, with Bitcoin aiming for new all-time highs after breaking to the upside from its consolidation pattern, according to 10x Research, which specialises in digital asset research for asset and wealth managers as well as crypto service providers.

The uptrend is supported by several central banks tilting towards dovish stances, noted the research.

"The Fed signalled it is willing to accept higher inflation for longer, and is eager to slow quantitative tightening," said Markus Thielen, founder of 10x Research.

"The Bank of Japan and Swiss National Bank also surprised on the dovish side. Our upside targets of $83,000 and $102,000 for Bitcoin could slowly be at play."

Sanjay Popli, chief executive of Cryptomind Advisory, anticipates prices could reach $100,000-150,000 this cycle, likely during the second to fourth quarter of 2025.

"We see Bitcoin hitting a new high every cycle," said Mr Popli, including halvings in 2016 and 2020, suggesting investors think carefully as prices vacillate during each cycle.

Robert Kiyosaki, an entrepreneur, investor and author known for the Rich Dad Poor Dad series of personal finance books, predicts the Bitcoin price to hit $100,000 by September 2024.

"If you can't afford a whole Bitcoin, you may want to consider buying one-tenth of a coin via the new ETFs," he posted on X on Monday.
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                  Flu, dengue fever pose risk                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: People receive a flu shot at the Government Complex on Chaeng Watthana Road in 2021. (File photo)]
                                              
                          People receive a flu shot at the Government Complex on Chaeng Watthana Road in 2021. (File photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Department of Disease Control (DDC) has warned people about the threats of contracting influenza and dengue fever this year, even as the threat of getting Covid-19 lingers. The department on Wednesday released its report on communicable diseases.
Its spokeswoman, Dr Jurai Wongsawat, said the department has found significant clusters of influenza in schools, prisons and military camps since the beginning of the year.

Children aged 5-9 years old were the most infected by influenza and about 80% of the infections were from a strain of influenza A and another 20% were from influenza B. The department forecast that the number of influenza patients is likely to reach 346,110 cases this year, a slight drop from the 460,325 cases last year.

For dengue fever, more than 20,000 cases have been reported this year, two times more than that of last year, she said. About 27 people have died, 20 of whom were adults who also suffered from chronic diseases.

Dengue infections were found in every age group but was found most often among schoolchildren aged 5-14.

The DDC recommends that if people have a high fever, are found to be vomiting, suffer from stomach pains, or have a rash, they should see a doctor immediately and that they should not buy any medicine before consulting with a doctor.

For Covid-19, the DDC expects the number of infections to fall slightly from the 652,868 cases that were recorded last year to 649,524 cases this year. The DDC also expects about 852 will die from the disease, compared with the 848 who died last year.
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                                The Federation of Thai Tourism Associations (Fetta) is preparing to submit a white paper to the government requesting urgent supply development as a surge in demand burdens existing infrastructure.
Adith Chairattananon, secretary-general of Fetta, said the government has focused on pushing demand through visa exemptions and increasing spending on promotion, but has paid scant attention to the supply side.

"Tourism operators surely benefit from soaring demand, but if we ignore development of supply our industry will not be sustainable," said Mr Adith.

The major proposals include a concrete plan to increase the carrying capacity of each province, particularly related to infrastructure such as roads, water supply and waste management.

He said before the pandemic, major cities already noticed overtourism, with nearly 40 million foreign arrivals in 2019, affecting the well-being of locals and the environment.

One strategy is to attract tourists to different locations, while the  government should invest in transport to improve connectivity, said Mr Adith.

For instance, the authorities should route more international flights to regional airports, such as Udon Thani, Khon Kaen and Chiang Rai, which still have airport capacity, he said.

The government should also organise public bus services in cities, which is easier than waiting for railway development, noted the association.

A long-term goal for the state should be incentives for bus tours to shift to electric vehicles, according to the paper.

Apart from measuring tourist numbers and revenue, the Tourism and Sports Ministry should use other indicators, weighing well-being, happiness, community satisfaction and environmental friendliness, said Mr Adith.

Fetta comprises more than 30  members, including regional tourism associations, seven of which joined last year.

He said the regional bodies will raise several key issues for discussion, including logistical problems experienced by most provinces.

Members at Fetta's meeting this week worked to draft the white paper, which will be finalised in a month, said Mr Adith.

The group hopes to submit the paper to the government before the fiscal 2024 budget is disbursed, he said.

Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation, said it proposed the government increase annual leave days for Thai companies to the same level as firms in Europe.

This will help distribute more trips during the year, not only on holidays or weekends, making Thailand less reliant on international arrivals, said Mr Thanet.

Marisa Sukosol Nunbhakdi, president of the Thai Hotels Association, said the government should legalise unregistered accommodation as soon as possible to ensure fair competition and sustainable standards.
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                  BYD slows plans for Vietnam EV factory                

                World's biggest EV maker cautious amid signs that market growth is slowing
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                                HANOI - The Chinese electric vehicle maker BYD has slowed down its plans to build an EV factory in Vietnam, according to the manager of the industrial park where the plant would be built.
The Vietnamese government said in May that the world's largest seller of EVs had decided to build a factory to manufacture and assemble cars in the northern province of Phu Tho, where the company already has a plant that produces tablets for Apple.

"Due to its strategy and the slowdown of the electric vehicle market, BYD slowed down (plans) to start construction," said Luong Thanh Tung, vice-chairman of Gelex Group, the company that runs the industrial park where BYD would build the new factory.

Speaking at a shareholders' meeting in Hanoi, Tung said that after lengthy negotiations with BYD, Gelex had reserved 100 hectares of commercial land at the Phu Ha industrial park].

But after delays, the two sides were now seeking a suitable time to start the project, he told the meeting.

In a later statement to Reuters, Gelex said BYD had not made any formal announcement about the possible factory.

BYD headquarters in China did not respond to a request for comment about Thursday's statements from Gelex.

Growth in the global EV market is expected to slow this year because of a fall in state subsidies.

The Vietnamese government's announcement about BYD's investment plans followed a visit to the country by BYD chief executive Wang Chuanfu in May. The statement did not indicate a starting date or the size of the investment for the project.

At a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha in May, Wang said he hoped for "favourable conditions to complete investment procedures", according to the Vietnamese government.

BYD is building an EV factory in Rayong province in Thailand and also plans to build EV facilities in Indonesia.

Last year the company sold over 3 million electric vehicles, including battery EVs and plug-in hybrids, passing Tesla as the world's biggest seller of EVs.
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                Self-belief, planning skills and ability to prioritise helped Suphajee Suthumpun reach goals
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                                Dusit Thani Group chief executive Suphajee Suthumpun believes there are three key points to achieve success as a woman leader in these fast-changing times.
"Know yourself, plan well, know how to work with others, and I believe anything is possible for you all," Ms Suphajee said at the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024 on Thursday.

She said she encouraged everyone, regardless of gender, to not only learn about their strengths and weaknesses but also to have a keen belief in themselves.

This mindset needs to come hand in hand with good planning skills and knowing what to prioritise in order to execute tasks effectively, she said.

Success will come when you know how to work well with others, she noted.

"I have always believed that if you want to go fast and far at the same time, you need to work with others," she said. "As women, we have a very strong essence of empathy."

Despite not having a background in the hospitality sector, Ms Suphajee took her first role in the industry in 2016 as the chief executive of Dusit Thani Group, a long-running family business founded by Thanpuying Chanut Piyaoui.

She was the first chief executive who was not a family member.

Her background was in the tech industry, including 23 years at IBM and a chief executive role at the satellite operator Thaicom.

"It was a very bold decision for Dusit that they appointed me as chief executive officer, but it was also very bold of me to accept the role," said Ms Suphajee, adding that the leadership at Dusit Group comes with immense responsibility and high expectations.

She said she used to ask herself whether it was possible for her to lead a hospitality venture that has such a long-established tradition.

Today, she has accomplished this by overcoming those nagging voices in her head.

With eight years under her belt, she has since earned the trust and support of the boards of directors, shareholders and most importantly, her team, who helped define the new chapter of Dusit Thani Group, she said.

At present, the group's portfolio has become more balanced with four business lines, and is not overly dependent on hotel ventures as in the past.

Meanwhile, the group has expanded its footprint to 19 countries with over 300 properties under eight brands, and 20,000 employees.

The group focuses on expanding strategically, not only in terms of its footprint but also its ability to address all travel segments with risk management in mind, she said.

The Dusit Thani Group will celebrate its 75th anniversary this year while Ms Suphajee will also celebrate her 60th birthday.

This coming September, the Dusit Thani Bangkok, the group's flagship hotel and an iconic city landmark, will reopen after a major five-year revamp.
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                  Self-doubt obstructs high-level career advancement                

                Banker Narumon Chivangkur says many people build an 'invisible ceiling' that blocks their view of success
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                                One key challenge people face when advancing their careers is the growth-hindering "invisible ceiling" they build for themselves, says Narumon Chivangkur, country officer and banking head at Citi Thailand.
The real challenge is not the perception that certain jobs are best suited for men rather than women, but it is the notion people have that they are not good enough to take higher roles at their companies, she says.

"You don't have to be 100% ready to get on the road," she says.

Ms Narumon was sharing her experience during a panel discussion  at the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024 on the topic of "Insights and Challenges on the Path to Women's Success".

She said that based on her almost three decades of working with Citi Group, both women and men can achieve their career goals while learning on the job to further develop their capabilities.

"During a journey, we can enjoy learning at every moment," she said. "I think this can help us reach our destination, too."

She said women can be accepted to work at top executive positions in banking despite the business being a "man's game".

In her view, the real challenge is not the attitude towards gender but it is the "invisible ceiling" that blocks people from having the courage to make a decision.

She said that young people, especially girls, must not always think of perfection as it is impossible to achieve.

A perfectionist view will make life less fun, she said, adding that people should at times allow common sense to take centre stage.

Some people said they just want time to prepare themselves for a career while declining opportunities that come their way, she said, disagreeing with this mentality.

People must leave their comfort zones to create new paths and advance their careers, she said.

Ms Narumon was a singer in the 1990s before joining Citi Group in 1996 to work as a management associate.

She later gained experience from working mostly with engineer colleagues to run Citi's business in the global market.

In 2015, she became global market head, and last year she became country head.

She said her successful path reflected not only her skills and business know-how but also her positive attitude in raising her hand to accept new responsibilities.

"I don't feel they are challenges," she said. "What I see is the door open. The stage is there for you to come and dance."
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                Being too cautious and risk-averse can hold back talented people, says Pawarapa Dupassakoon
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                                In order to succeed in their careers, people have to adopt a "never say no" attitude when faced with challenges at their workplace, says Pawarapa Dupassakoon, marketing and PR director for Porsche Thailand by AAS Group.
This doesn't mean employees must say yes to every task that comes their way -- it is about how being too cautious and risk-averse in the workplace could actually have an adverse impact on one's career prospects, she said.

Speaking during a panel discussion at the Bangkok Post Women Vision Forum 2024 on Thursday, she said she brought this attitude with her when she started out at Porsche Thailand 14 years ago.

The marketing industry at the time was a "man's world", she said, noting that Porsche, as a sports car brand, and the business as a whole, appealed more to males than females.

"I started working with Porsche at a young age. Everything was new to me, but I gradually learned and understood what Porsche and super cars are all about," she said.

Like Narumon Chivangkur, country officer and banking head at Citi Thailand, who took to the stage before her, Ms Pawarapa said she embraced every opportunity that came to her at work.

She was promoted as a supervisor and manager, before she took on new responsibilities which landed her her current position.

Ms Pawarapa said her journey with Porsche has changed her perception of the brand and the industry as a whole.

"Porsche isn't just a car for men. A Porsche can be for everyone," she said. "It can be a sports car ... it can be linked with good moments for couples and families."

"I eventually understood that we are in the business of selling happiness and moments, not just a car."

Besides a keenness to take on new responsibilities, Ms Pawarapa also learned how to manage her emotions in different contexts.

"Good things and good people are memories. Bad things and bad people are lessons," she said.
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                Radical 'unboxed' approach to efficient production could push EV prices down to $25,000
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                                Tesla Inc has a plan to fend off cheaper competition from China with a $25,000 electric car. But first it has to overhaul a 100-year-old manufacturing process pioneered by Henry Ford.
The company is moving to what it calls an "unboxed" approach, which is more like building Legos than a traditional production line. Instead of a large, rectangular car moving along a linear conveyor belt, parts are assembled simultaneously in dedicated areas and then all put together at the end.

Tesla says the change could reduce manufacturing footprints by more than 40%, allowing the carmaker to build future plants far faster and at less expense.

If the new assembly process is successful, Tesla says it can slash production costs in half. That will be key to delivering a cheap enough car to stoke demand that has slowed of late and pressured the electric-car maker's stock price.

"If we're going to scale the way we want to do, we have to rethink manufacturing again," Lars Moravy, Tesla's vice-president of vehicle engineering, said during an investor day meeting this month.

The problem is that investors haven't heard many details about how Tesla has progressed since then, even as Chinese automakers have slashed costs and Detroit carmakers have refocused their efforts on cheaper models, as well.

On the company's most recent earnings call in January, chief executive Officer Elon Musk stuck to generalities, saying only that Tesla was "very far along" on making a cheaper car, which is slated to start production at the end of next year.

While he mentioned the new "revolutionary manufacturing system," calling it "far more advanced than any automotive manufacturing system in the world, by a significant margin", he didn't elaborate.

Musk is notorious for missing deadlines, and some on Wall Street are dubious that Musk can meet his already-delayed timeline -- he first teased a $25,000 EV back in 2020 -- much less the savings targets. Tesla's method is unproven, and may come with its own inefficiencies and risks.

A recent analysis by Bloomberg Intelligence estimated that the new modular manufacturing process would cut costs by 33% -- not half.

Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.

In the absence of details, some people are taking it upon themselves to figure out how well the system might work. Mathew Vachaparampil, CEO of Caresoft, an engineering and automotive benchmarking firm, said his company's engineers spent 200,000 hours building a digital replica of Tesla's unboxed platform. They found that Musk's ambitions are technically possible, and Vachaparampil said they would make "huge financial sense" -- if achieved. (Story continues below)
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A Tesla vehicle is topped up at a charging station in San Mateo, California. (Photo: Bloomberg)




Ford's legacy

Most mass-market automakers still largely adhere to the same basic setup used by Henry Ford in 1913 to make the Model T.

Stamped panels are put together in a framing station and welded into a rectangular, boxed-shaped car. Doors are put on. The vehicle then goes through the paint shop -- either dipped into a big vat, or sprayed and dried in large ovens. The freshly painted doors are then taken off.

Wiring and an engine or motors are dropped in along a winding assembly line. Seats and other parts of the interior are put in, and then glass windshields and windows are added. The doors come back on right before a final inspection.

That process, Tesla executives say, is rife with inefficiencies. Moving a car-sized "box" through a factory takes up a lot of space. Painting an entire machine, instead of just the panels that need it, takes time and wastes energy. And working off of a hulking frame means only a few people can assemble their parts at a given time.

The unboxed method doesn't require a big skeleton of a machine to move through a factory. Instead, splitting off into small groups, workers labour on various components of a vehicle simultaneously before it comes together at a single point in final assembly.

The potential cost savings are substantial, according to Vachaparampil. Caresoft sees at least a 50% reduction in paint-shop investment in new factories alone.

Paint has long been the most expensive part of any auto plant: The high heat required for automotive paint is energy-intensive, and there are strict emissions requirements. The throughput of the paint shop largely determines a plant's total output, according to auto plant experts.

A typical car body is 6 feet wide and 15 feet long. Instead of sending the entire rectangular body through a paint shop, Tesla's unboxed process will just paint the actual panels before the car is assembled.

Untested method

The unboxed method has plenty of risks of its own, mainly that it's unproven and requires shifting to a new assembly process, which could lead to production delays.

But it's not the first time Tesla has made significant changes to improve long-held manufacturing practices.

With its Model Y, instead of stamping various pieces of the car, Tesla turned to die-casting machine presses to "gigacast" -- or create giant molds -- of the front and rear of the vehicle. That eliminated the need for hundreds of parts and welds.

Other US automakers are also working to fend off the competitive threat posed by Chinese cars. Ford, for example, is exploring a compact EV that would use a cheaper battery.

"The concern is that the lower end of the automotive market isn't currently being served by electric vehicles, but they will be served by China if US companies can't cut costs," said Susan Helper, a professor of economics at Case Western University.

But Musk's company has an edge over longtime automakers in adapting to novel, potentially cheaper manufacturing techniques. Tesla's factories are newer than most, and some aren't even under construction yet, so it can more easily and cheaply tailor its facilities to run on cutting-edge manufacturing methods.

That doesn't mean it's easy. The company has warned investors that it's "between two major growth waves" as demand for the Model 3 and Y -- both of which have been out for years -- tops out.

Tesla delivered 1.8 million cars last year, but aims to deliver 20 million cars by 2030. To do that, it will need much cheaper cars.
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                  Foreign minister to address visa issue in Japan                

                Panpree confident he can persuade Tokyo to maintain visa-free entry despite rise in overstays
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                                Foreign Minister Panpree Bahiddha-Nukara will travel to Tokyo in the hope of persuading the Japanese government to maintain its visa-free policy for Thailand amid a jump in the number of overstaying Thai visitors.
Mr Panpree did not specify a date but said on Thursday that the visit would take place soon, according to several media outlets.

He admitted he was concerned amid speculation that Tokyo might reinstate visa requirements for Thai nationals, more of whom are reported to be overstaying after they enter the country.

But Mr Panpree, who is also the deputy prime minister, expressed confidence that the issue could be addressed positively, as Thai travellers who stay beyond the 15-day limit without a visa have not created serious problems or committed crimes.

"If (I have an opportunity) to explain to Japan, there is a chance for visa-free entry for Thais to continue," he was quoted as saying by Thai News Agency.

The number of Thais overstaying in Japan rose from 8,688 in 2021 to 9,459 last year, compared with only 3,500 in 2013 when the visa-free policy was first introduced, according to the Consular Affairs Department.

Japan is among the top destinations for Thai vacationers.

Almost 2.78 million foreign tourists visited Japan in February, 101,400 of them from Thailand, data from Japan Tourism Statistics shows. Thais led all visitors from Southeast Asia entering Japan. They accounted for 3.6% of total foreign arrivals, with only South Korea, Taiwan, China and Hong Kong ahead of the kingdom.
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                  Tax waiver to attract 'world-class events'                

                BoI announces import duty exemption on equipment and help with facilitation of foreign staff
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                                The government will grant tax waivers for organisers of large international concerts, sporting events and festivals as it steps up efforts to make Thailand a tourism hub.
The Board of Investment said on Thursday that organisers of large international events requiring an investment of at least 100 million baht would receive an import duty exemption on equipment and facilitation for the temporary entry of the required foreign staff.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has been promoting event-related tourism as part of his "Ignite Thailand" campaign to improve economic growth, which has averaged less than 2% a year for the past decade, trailing Southeast Asia.

Mr Srettha pointed to the Eras Tour by American pop star Taylor Swift as an example of how major concerts and events can stimulate travel and related spending. He said he admired Singapore authorities for offering organisers incentives to choose the city-state as the exclusive location for six Swift concerts in Southeast Asia.

The Thai government, meanwhile, recently confirmed that the country has been chosen as the site for two major events. 

Summer Sonic, a music festival from Japan that will be staged in Bangkok in August for the first time, is expected to attract 350,000 people, Mr Srettha said this week.

Thailand has also sealed a deal to host Tomorrowland, an annual dance music festival that originated in Belgium, starting in 2026.

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, deputy chair of the national soft power committee, said her committee was working to abolish any regulations that pose an obstacle to the event industry.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2766934/tax-waiver-to-attract-world-class-events



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  China lifts penalty duties on Australian wine                

                Decision a sign of improving relations but Australian wine industry is still facing trouble
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                                BEIJING - China has scrapped anti-dumping and anti-subsidy tariffs on Australian wine, signalling an end to a three-year campaign of trade pressure on Canberra and raising hopes for a revival of the billion-dollar industry.
The tariffs, of up to 218%, were originally imposed in March 2021 and were to last for five years. Their elimination will take effect from Friday, the Ministry of Commerce said in Beijing.

"Given the situation in China's wine market has changed, the anti-dumping and anti-subsidy tariff imposed on wine imported from Australia is no longer necessary," it said in a statement issued on Thursday.

The Australian wine industry has been anticipating the announcement for weeks after some vintners and lawmakers said China had made an interim recommendation to lift the import taxes.

The decision to remove trade curbs has raised hopes of reviving the lucrative wine trade between the two countries. Still, the national president of the Australia China Business Council warned on Wednesday that winemakers might not make a full return to the market.

"We expect to see a significant proportion of the wine coming back into China, but not all of it. A lot of it is just looking to other markets," David Olsson told Bloomberg Television.

China imposed tariffs of up to 218% on Australian wine in March 2021, after then-Prime Minister Scott Morrison called for an international investigation into the origins of Covid-19.

The decision by Beijing has contributed to a glut that has brought the wine industry in Australia to its knees, with growers ripping out millions of vines.

China was Australia's top wine export destination in 2019, accounting for A$1.1 billion ($718 million) in sales. Rabobank estimated in August that Australia's wine glut would continue for at least two years as it had 2.8 billion bottles of wine in storage -- enough to fill 859 Olympic-sized swimming pools.

Relations between the two countries started improving after the May 2022 election of Prime Minister Anthony Albanese's government, culminating in the Australian leader's visit to Beijing in November last year.

Trade curbs on some other Australian commodities have already been withdrawn. China now accounts for about 90% of the country's barley exports after tariffs were scrapped in August.

Australian businesses are looking forward to China removing restrictions on eight Australian abattoirs and on the import of live lobsters, Vaughn Barber, chairman of AustCham China, said last week. China hasn't officially acknowledged its restrictions on lobsters from Australia.
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                                SONGKHLA: Malaysian tourists have inquired hotel operators about the future of a government to policy on the exemption of the immigration arrival card for travellers entering the province from Malaysia.
Songchai Mungprasitthichai, chairman of the Songkhla Tourism Promotion Association, said on Wednesday that Malaysians were keen to know whether the policy would be expanded after it expires on April 30.

Travellers of all nationals who enter Thailand at Sadao checkpoint in Sadao district, Songkhla, are not required to fill out the card of the Immigration Bureau, known as Tor Mor 6, until the end of next month in a policy of the government to draw more tourists into southern Thailand.

Hat Yai is the main destination for Malaysians visiting southern Thailand.

Hotels in the city expect them to flock to the city to celebrate Songkran, or the Thai New Year, next month.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin said early this month the government planned to expand the policy to other crossings between Thailand and Malaysia. But he did not say whether the present policy used at Sadao checkpoint would go beyond April 30.
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                  Oil giants plan to bury massive amounts of CO2 in Malaysia, Indonesia                
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                                Just as they first ventured to do over a century ago, the world's largest oil companies are staking claims far from home -- this time to swallow, rather than spew, planet-warming industrial emissions.
Carbon dioxide storage is emerging as a potential multi-billion-dollar revenue stream for firms like Exxon Mobil, Shell and Chevron, which are under global pressure to rein in the unfettered burning of fossil fuels. 


In Asia, which will generate the majority of this century's carbon emissions, Indonesia and Malaysia are among the few places where CO2, once captured, can be viably stored underground. With the cash, decades of experience injecting carbon for the purposes of pumping extra oil, and an increasing number of depleted wells that can be refilled, oil companies are already jockeying for position.


Exxon Mobil Chief Executive Officer Darren Woods said the company has "secured exclusive rights to CO2 storage" in Indonesia and Malaysia. "World-scale problems like climate change need world-scale companies to help solve them," he told business leaders at a San Francisco summit in November. 


Shell has signed an agreement to scope out possible sites with Malaysia's national oil company, Petronas. Chevron is studying a project in Indonesia. And France's TotalEnergies SE is actively exploring storage potential in the region.


Meanwhile, Indonesia's government last month rushed through a presidential decree on possible incentives for CO2 storage operators. Similar schemes are underway in Europe and Australia.


"There's a race," said Lein Mann Bergsmark, head of carbon capture, utilization and storage (CCUS) research based in Norway for consulting group Rystad Energy. "More and more oil and gas companies are dedicating efforts to acquire pore space or rights to store CO2 all around the globe."


Storage is the final step in the process known as carbon capture and storage (CCS), a technology designed to suck CO2 out of the atmosphere and bury it underground forever, in theory neutralising its effects on climate change. 


For oil companies, the wide deployment of CCS is a lifeline, albeit a thin one: It means they could preserve up to 20% of today's oil and gas demand through 2050 without pushing global warming beyond levels set in the Paris Agreement, according to the International Energy Agency. Without it, consumption would need to fall even further. It also provides a new source of revenue, as companies can rent out storage space for a fee.


For now, there's a huge gap between the amount of CO2 that will need to be captured and the storage space that's available. To meet global climate goals, more than 1 billion tonnes of CO2 will need to be sucked up and buried every year by the end of the decade, according to the IEA. But today only 4% of that capacity is available across just a few dozen commercial sites globally.


Part of the problem is economics. At the high end, it can cost more than US$1,000 to capture and bury a ton of CO2, depending on the source of the gas. Absent a strong price on carbon emissions, oil companies have yet to make even lower-cost capture and storage projects financially viable. 


Then there's the politics. In the US, fierce pushback from environmentalists and local residents has delayed storage-well permitting and construction. In a public hearing last summer, dozens argued that state regulators were ill-equipped to oversee the injection wells, warning about the risk of lax oversight and ruptures.


Geology also is a constraint. There are two types of underground space that can be filled with carbon dioxide -- deep, permeable rock formations called saline aquifers, and old, depleted oil and gas wells -- and they don't exist everywhere. In Asia, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore are all heavy emitters, but they lack the subsoil characteristics to permanently sink enough CO2, meaning they'll need to export it to elsewhere in the region for burial, analysts say. Singapore recently appointed Exxon and Shell to help it scope overseas sites. 


Indonesia and Malaysia, meanwhile, are being earmarked as suitable repositories -- a plan the two governments have, so far, endorsed. 


Big regional emitters "come and see us," said Emry Hisham Yusoff, head of the carbon management division at Petronas. "What they want is assurance that there's storage."


The two countries of course have their own emissions to capture and bury too, a challenge that's prompted Jakarta to state that 70% of Indonesia's potential storage space will be reserved for domestic emissions.


"You can think of Korea or Japan as huge markets that are looking for homes for emissions," said Chris Stavinoha, Chevron's general manager for CCUS solutions in the Asia-Pacific region and the Middle East. The company anticipates "significant interest" in the limited space available, particularly in southeast Asia, he said. 


Rystad estimates that CO2 transport and storage in southeast Asia may generate about $16 billion of annual revenue by 2050, though it depends on how much the region can sequester, and projections vary widely.


Exxon signed an agreement last year with Indonesian national oil company Pertamina to develop a $2.5 billion storage facility. TotalEnergies is investing about $100 million per year in global CCS development, a figure that may triple by the end of the decade, said Etienne Angles d'Auriac, the company's vice president of CCS. 


For some analysts, the emphasis on storage is misplaced in light of the current state of carbon capture. Some of the biggest and most advanced attempts are struggling or have failed outright. If capture does work, there still aren't many ships available to transport CO2. Suitable storage sites are rare and take years to identify. Even then, history suggests they're far from reliable.


There's a chance there won't be enough CO2 captured to fill all the wells, said Mhairidh Evans, head of CCUS research at energy consultancy Wood Mackenzie.


"One narrative is there's this big gap on storage, whereas our take is there's a gap on capture," she said. Big oil companies "see this as a natural evolution of their business, as a revenue generating opportunity, but what's much murkier is the myriad of industries that have to actually come on board and capture that CO2 in the first place." 


To encourage the market, oil companies are leaning on governments to accelerate permits for storage and to subsidise the cost of developing those sites. Exxon, Chevron, Shell and TotalEnergies all told Bloomberg that they're working with the respective governments to help shape the rules governing the sector.


Days before last month's general election in Indonesia, the government issued a presidential decree offering financial incentives to companies seeking to build storage facilities for imported carbon. The companies will be able to apply for permits that are valid for up to 30 years. How much the projects will generate in taxes and royalties is still under discussion, a government spokesperson said. 


Malaysia, meanwhile, has no clear legislation for importing CO2, said Emry at Petronas, which is looking to develop three storage hubs that together would be capable of storing up to 15 million tons of CO2 per year by 2030. "There's a lot of push" to expedite this, he said. "We're trying to learn from each other here." 


The Ministry of Economy is conducting a "comprehensive study" on CCUS development and Malaysia is aiming to have draft legislation on CO2 imports and storage in the first quarter of 2025, a ministry spokesperson told Bloomberg. The country expects it has more storage space than it needs and renting that to others will reduce the need for government subsidies. 


"If you want to try and build a business model that is underpinned by a regulatory framework that is supportive of CCS, then both sides have to actually start talking," said Yu Li P'ing, general manager of CCS for the Asia-Pacific region at Shell. "Getting both industry and government to come together has really picked up in the last few years. The momentum has grown and continues to grow." is emerging as a potential multi-billion-dollar revenue stream for firms like Exxon Mobil, Shell and Chevron, which are under global pressure to rein in the unfettered burning of fossil fuels. 


In Asia, which will generate the majority of this century's carbon emissions, Indonesia and Malaysia are among the few places where CO2, once captured, can be viably stored underground. With the cash, decades of experience injecting carbon for the purposes of pumping extra oil, and an increasing number of depleted wells that can be refilled, oil companies are already jockeying for position.


Exxon Mobil Chief Executive Officer Darren Woods said the company has "secured exclusive rights to CO2 storage" in Indonesia and Malaysia. "World-scale problems like climate change need world-scale companies to help solve them," he told business leaders at a San Francisco summit in November. 


Shell has signed an agreement to scope out possible sites with Malaysia's national oil company, Petronas. Chevron is studying a project in Indonesia. And France's TotalEnergies SE is actively exploring storage potential in the region.


Meanwhile, Indonesia's government last month rushed through a presidential decree on possible incentives for CO2 storage operators. Similar schemes are underway in Europe and Australia.


"There's a race," said Lein Mann Bergsmark, head of carbon capture, utilization and storage (CCUS) research based in Norway for consulting group Rystad Energy. "More and more oil and gas companies are dedicating efforts to acquire pore space or rights to store CO2 all around the globe."


Storage is the final step in the process known as carbon capture and storage (CCS), a technology designed to suck CO2 out of the atmosphere and bury it underground forever, in theory neutralising its effects on climate change. 


For oil companies, the wide deployment of CCS is a lifeline, albeit a thin one: It means they could preserve up to 20% of today's oil and gas demand through 2050 without pushing global warming beyond levels set in the Paris Agreement, according to the International Energy Agency. Without it, consumption would need to fall even further. It also provides a new source of revenue, as companies can rent out storage space for a fee.


For now, there's a huge gap between the amount of CO2 that will need to be captured and the storage space that's available. To meet global climate goals, more than 1 billion tonnes of CO2 will need to be sucked up and buried every year by the end of the decade, according to the IEA. But today only 4% of that capacity is available across just a few dozen commercial sites globally.


Part of the problem is economics. At the high end, it can cost more than US$1,000 to capture and bury a ton of CO2, depending on the source of the gas. Absent a strong price on carbon emissions, oil companies have yet to make even lower-cost capture and storage projects financially viable. 


Then there's the politics. In the US, fierce pushback from environmentalists and local residents has delayed storage-well permitting and construction. In a public hearing last summer, dozens argued that state regulators were ill-equipped to oversee the injection wells, warning about the risk of lax oversight and ruptures.


Geology also is a constraint. There are two types of underground space that can be filled with carbon dioxide -- deep, permeable rock formations called saline aquifers, and old, depleted oil and gas wells -- and they don't exist everywhere. In Asia, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore are all heavy emitters, but they lack the subsoil characteristics to permanently sink enough CO2, meaning they'll need to export it to elsewhere in the region for burial, analysts say. Singapore recently appointed Exxon and Shell to help it scope overseas sites. 


Indonesia and Malaysia, meanwhile, are being earmarked as suitable repositories -- a plan the two governments have, so far, endorsed. 


Big regional emitters "come and see us," said Emry Hisham Yusoff, head of the carbon management division at Petronas. "What they want is assurance that there's storage."


The two countries of course have their own emissions to capture and bury too, a challenge that's prompted Jakarta to state that 70% of Indonesia's potential storage space will be reserved for domestic emissions.


"You can think of Korea or Japan as huge markets that are looking for homes for emissions," said Chris Stavinoha, Chevron's general manager for CCUS solutions in the Asia-Pacific region and the Middle East. The company anticipates "significant interest" in the limited space available, particularly in southeast Asia, he said. 


Rystad estimates that CO2 transport and storage in southeast Asia may generate about $16 billion of annual revenue by 2050, though it depends on how much the region can sequester, and projections vary widely.


Exxon signed an agreement last year with Indonesian national oil company Pertamina to develop a $2.5 billion storage facility. TotalEnergies is investing about $100 million per year in global CCS development, a figure that may triple by the end of the decade, said Etienne Angles d'Auriac, the company's vice president of CCS. 


For some analysts, the emphasis on storage is misplaced in light of the current state of carbon capture. Some of the biggest and most advanced attempts are struggling or have failed outright. If capture does work, there still aren't many ships available to transport CO2. Suitable storage sites are rare and take years to identify. Even then, history suggests they're far from reliable.


There's a chance there won't be enough CO2 captured to fill all the wells, said Mhairidh Evans, head of CCUS research at energy consultancy Wood Mackenzie.


"One narrative is there's this big gap on storage, whereas our take is there's a gap on capture," she said. Big oil companies "see this as a natural evolution of their business, as a revenue generating opportunity, but what's much murkier is the myriad of industries that have to actually come on board and capture that CO2 in the first place." 


To encourage the market, oil companies are leaning on governments to accelerate permits for storage and to subsidise the cost of developing those sites. Exxon, Chevron, Shell and TotalEnergies all told Bloomberg that they're working with the respective governments to help shape the rules governing the sector.


Days before last month's general election in Indonesia, the government issued a presidential decree offering financial incentives to companies seeking to build storage facilities for imported carbon. The companies will be able to apply for permits that are valid for up to 30 years. How much the projects will generate in taxes and royalties is still under discussion, a government spokesperson said. 


Malaysia, meanwhile, has no clear legislation for importing CO2, said Emry at Petronas, which is looking to develop three storage hubs that together would be capable of storing up to 15 million tons of CO2 per year by 2030. "There's a lot of push" to expedite this, he said. "We're trying to learn from each other here." 


The Ministry of Economy is conducting a "comprehensive study" on CCUS development and Malaysia is aiming to have draft legislation on CO2 imports and storage in the first quarter of 2025, a ministry spokesperson told Bloomberg. The country expects it has more storage space than it needs and renting that to others will reduce the need for government subsidies. 


"If you want to try and build a business model that is underpinned by a regulatory framework that is supportive of CCS, then both sides have to actually start talking," said Yu Li P'ing, general manager of CCS for the Asia-Pacific region at Shell. "Getting both industry and government to come together has really picked up in the last few years. The momentum has grown and continues to grow."
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        It'll take more than patriotism to save the ringgit
        Malaysia wants to be great again, at least in foreign exchange. The nation's currency recently approached a level seen as near-catastrophic during the Asian financial crisis of the late 1990s. Authorities insist the ringgit is way too cheap and blame forces outside the country, chiefly high interest rates in the US. The remedies are modest, compared with the shock therapy meted out a couple of...

      

      
        Tough security law dims Hong Kong's lustre
        There was no hint of dissent in Hong Kong's Legislative Council as its 88 members passed Article 23, a piece of draconian domestic Security legislation which "complements" Beijing's own 2020 Security stamp on the Special Administrative Region.

      

      
        Put culture first in old town revamps
        Will Thailand's old towns include their old communities as they are renovated? In many of these important districts, institutional owners of land are apt to evict legacy tenants to make way for redevelopment, threatening vintage architecture and eroding vibrant local cultures and ways of life.

      

      
        Unity is Europe's greatest asset
        With the June European Parliament elections fast-approaching, the grand coalition of the European People's Party (EPP), the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (S&amp;D), and Renew Europe faces a watershed moment.

      

      
        EC must look at domination
        The hero's welcome which the Pheu Thai Party gave to the paroled former prime minister -- Thaksin Shinawatra -- during his visit to the party's head office was anything but a surprise.

      

      
        Cops on  the brink
        A report about a female police officer suffering from depression induced by boot camp-style work training is a red flag suggesting officers may be in need of professional help despite how tough they might seem.

      

      
        US TikTok ban not the right move
        On March 13, the United States House of Representatives passed the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act. It is no secret that the bill takes aim at TikTok. The massively popular video-sharing platform is owned by Beijing-based ByteDance and is thus subject to the laws of the People's Republic of China and potentially to the control of the Communist Party of China...

      

      
        Making exports for a low-carbon era
        Exports have been Thailand's important growth engine for many decades. A number of Thailand's export destinations have shown increasing interest in and support for low-carbon products. Failure to meet global demand for low-carbon products risks Thailand's competitiveness in international trade.

      

      
        China's hydro generators wait for the rains to come
        China's hydro generation has been essentially flat for the last three years, despite commissioning several large new power plants, as a prolonged drought has sharply reduced river flows in the southwestern part of the country.

      

      
        Casinos must benefit Thais
        As the digital wallet and land bridge plans face uncertainty, the Srettha administration is making a new political move with its casino complex economic stimulus project.
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																Malaysia wants to be great again, at least in foreign exchange. The nation's currency recently approached a level seen as near-catastrophic during the Asian financial crisis of the late 1990s. Authorities insist the ringgit is way too cheap and blame forces outside the country, chiefly high interest rates in the US. The remedies are modest, compared with the shock therapy meted out a couple of decades ago.
This time around, the government and the central bank have been careful not to encourage talk about reviving the radical solutions employed by former prime minister Mahathir Mohamad a generation ago: capital controls and pegging the ringgit. The treatment worked then, in the sense it wasn't the disaster that was widely predicted. By insulating the domestic economy, the steps staved off the need for an International Monetary Fund rescue. They also allowed Mr Mahathir to purge his deputy and finance minister, Anwar Ibrahim, now the current premier, who favoured a more conservative response to the crisis. By ring-fencing markets, Mr Mahathir could move without huge backlash from international capital.

The dramatic manoeuvres did leave investors with lingering suspicions that policy could veer off in unexpected ways. Officials appear to have decided that in today's far more complex global economy, adherence to orthodox positions and keeping their heads down will carry the day. They may be right. (Mr Anwar is leading a shaky coalition. His feud with Mr Mahathir, now in retirement, hasn't abated.)

The steps preferred today are less explosive, but nonetheless betray the anxiety felt in Kuala Lumpur. The tools include occasional intervention to smooth the ringgit's decline, encouraging state-linked companies to repatriate funds and the constant talking up of local economic prospects. An appeal to patriotism never goes astray in Malaysia. The Ministry of Finance wants citizens to think about the ringgit in terms of adopting a "Malaysia First" approach to their lives, according to answers to questions tabled in parliament this month. This means a preference for domestic products over imported competitors, deploying cash at home and welcoming tourists.

There's nothing inherently wrong with a sense of national purpose. After South Korea's financial system buckled in late 1997 and the IMF was called in, with onerous conditions, broadcasts featured residents donating gold and other valuables to help out. Without appeals to sacrifice and the broader good, many leaders would struggle to push through unpopular but critical economic reforms. However, taken to extremes and manipulated for political purposes, invoking pride in country can be counter-productive. Some examples include Malaysia's national car, the Proton, which never became truly competitive and is now effectively controlled by Chinese investors, or Mr Mahathir's "Buy British Last" campaign in the 1980s over fees charged to Malaysian students by UK colleges.

The sensitivity of the central bank was on display in another form recently. Bank Negara wants an explanation from Alphabet Inc's Google for displaying incorrect exchange-rate data for the ringgit on March 15. The search engine showed the ringgit trading at 4.98 per dollar, perilously close to the psychologically important 5.00 line.

The bank also said that it had warned Google about erroneous figures in February. There's no suggestion of official sanction, but the ringgit now looks like the primary focus of economic policy, not just something that's a useful measure of investor sentiment toward, and reaction to, general approaches to policy.

Might any of this mean a lasting turnaround in the currency's fortunes? For that, Malaysia will need help from the place that officials credit the slide: the Federal Reserve. At a press conference last week to release Bank Negara's annual report, Governor Abdul Rasheed Ghaffour pointed to a slide that shows the interest-rate gap between the US and Malaysia, and the US relative to other Asian currencies. "Greater policy rate increases in other countries relative to Malaysia is one of the main factors causing the depreciation," he said. The slowdown in China also gets a mention. Abdul Rasheed warned of a "bumpy" road ahead.

Also lurking in the background is concern about the fractious turn politics has taken since 2018. The nation was governed by one party for six decades, but has had four administrations in six years. Bold economic reforms have become a secondary consideration, at best. Maintaining the numbers in parliament comes first. Mr Mahathir's two eldest sons told Bloomberg last week that their father is the target of a probe by the anti-graft agency.

If it really is all about the Fed, then relief may be in sight. Chair Jerome Powell has foreshadowed a couple of cuts this year. By implication, Malaysia just has to hang on and avoid doing anything rash for the next few months. In theory, less restrictive policy in America would dent the dollar's rude health. All Asian boats would rise.

That would be a reward for patience and, relative to past adventures, exercising prudence. If those Fed moves don't materialise, then the ringgit is in deep trouble. It's worth asking, 26 years after the controls were imposed, why is Asia still so dependent on the US for the direction of markets? Was all the talk about greater resiliency, the rise of China and supposed eclipse of US influence just blather? America clearly remains the indispensable player in the economies of Asia and the Pacific. Pax Americana lives in the dealing room. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Daniel Moss is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering Asian economies. Previously, he was executive editor for economics at Bloomberg News.
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									Tough security law dims Hong Kong's lustre								

															

																There was no hint of dissent in Hong Kong's Legislative Council as its 88 members passed Article 23, a piece of draconian domestic Security legislation which "complements" Beijing's own 2020 Security stamp on the Special Administrative Region.
Instead the local lawmakers, led by Chief Executive John Lee, proudly called their unanimous vote a "historic moment."

It was so indeed, but for all the wrong reasons.

Hong Kong, a once vibrant and often socially brash city of 7.6 million people on China's coast, has seen its freedoms slowly diminish into a more reserved if not "patriotic" Chinese political cookie mould.

The once admired and vaunted Hong Kong "brand" is now losing its lustre.

When Britain handed over Hong Kong back in 1997, the island's Basic Law, a mini constitution, guaranteed that for a 50-year period Beijing would do nothing to coerce or restrict political, religious, media or economic freedoms.

That was the deal, and China carefully kept to best behaviour for about 20 years.

Over more than a decade now, the once free press has morphed into a "patriotic" PRC (People's Republic of China) regime-friendly media. The arrest and imprisonment of free press publisher Jimmy Lai chilled the media space and brought a level of "obedience" to Hong Kong's reporting.

The term "patriotism" in the Chinese context means loyalty to the Chinese Communist Party, not the wider nation-state as many would assume.

When this writer was in Hong Kong just after the July 1997 handover to China, a common adage was the tale of the Golden Goose; the goose being rich and prosperous Hong Kong.

The Chinese communists would not foolishly kill the golden goose which lays the golden eggs (economic prosperity) for a single meal! Rather they will leave it alone to lay more golden eggs encouraging continued prosperity.

Hong Kong's once booming stock market is now half its 2020 value! Equally the city faces the undertow of China's own slowing economy on which Hong Kong is economically intertwined.

Fast forward to 2020 and tough Beijing security legislation after violent street protests a year earlier was introduced and is now followed by Article 23.

Since the 1997 Hong Kong "handover" by Britain, a once politically agnostic but commerce-centric city state has evolved into another dutiful province of the People's Republic of China.

After the handover many experts wondered how long it would take for the spirit and political vibrancy of the former Crown Colony's freedoms to influence the political body politic of Mainland China?

Many opined -- will China soon become like freewheeling Hong Kong?

Today it's the other way around, Hong Kong is becoming more like Mainland China, albeit still a far more economically vigorous version.

Business is really feeling the pinch from Beijing politics; from the Covid-19 pandemic to Chinese communist political crackdowns and toughening "security legislation" with Article 23.

The legislation covers sedition, treason, insurrection, espionage and falling foul of the broad-brush law is probably easier than most people think or presume.

Hong Kong's once admirable civil rights and political freedoms are under assault from security legislation intended to safeguard the CCP's stifling monopoly on power and opinion.

Volker Turk, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights warned that broadly defined and vague provisions in the bill could lead to the "criminalisation of a wide range of conducts protected under international human rights law, including freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and the right to receive and impart information".

The European Union raised concerns over the "potential impact on the rights and freedoms of the people of Hong Kong".

Condemnation of the legislation has been both bi-partisan and widespread in the US Congress.

Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) stated, "Article 23 legislation will only further strip the people of Hong Kong of their rights and freedoms and subject them completely to the Chinese Communist Party."

Hong Kong was once a government of laws; the clearly applied rule of Common Law ensured the region's security and prosperity.

Today the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is not a society ruled through the law but by the law. That's Beijing's law and political rules.




John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: the Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Will Thailand's old towns include their old communities as they are renovated? In many of these important districts, institutional owners of land are apt to evict legacy tenants to make way for redevelopment, threatening vintage architecture and eroding vibrant local cultures and ways of life.
But a beacon of hope emerged two decades ago, when the families living in an historic block near Bangkok's Chinatown negotiated with their landlord to be allowed to pursue their own collective plan and remain in place.

The Luenrit Community, which dates back to the late 19th and early 20th century reign of King Rama V, is home to around 220 classic shophouses that are especially important because they exemplify one of Thailand's early generations of shophouses. For more than a century, Luenrit has thrived as both a community and bustling centre of trade, mostly wholesale. With some 100 families, it's a multicultural block where groups of ethnic Indian and Chinese as well as Thai residents have formed strong social bonds.

The Luenrit community persuaded the landlord, the Crown Property Bureau (CPB), to drop a deal it had entered with a property developer that would have turned the old site into a modern commercial hub. Instead, the community secured a new lease in a plan to develop a new business model, with tenants joining forces to renovate their homes and manage the site under a group corporation called Chumchon Luenrit Company (CLC).

The goal was to preserve the life of the community and its irreplaceable architectural heritage. It was the first time the CPB had abandoned its traditional practice of either renovating a property itself or leasing it out to a developer. The CPB's milestone endorsement of this new collaborative model for conservation acknowledged the significance of the community and its cultural heritage.

The Luenrit case raised hope among other communities facing similar challenges. With proactive action, eviction could become a thing of the past, it appeared. Luenrit could set a precedent for success by tenants on sites under ownership of institutions like the CPB, government agencies, state-owned enterprises, temples and foundations. There are many thousands of such tenant communities all over Thailand, so the case is pivotal, with a potential impact on the look and social fabric of townscapes nationwide.

The site reopened under its new model after renovations were completed a couple of years ago. The once dilapidated shophouses are freshly restored. Modern amenities have been integrated into the structures, and their historic architectural characteristics have been retained. Yet the community's previously vibrant commercial life is absent, and the place seems sterile. As a business plan, unfortunately, the project is not yet successful. Only about 10% of the space is occupied, mainly by coffee shops, restaurants and bars in shops located on the inside of the cluster. Only two of the legacy traders remain on the main road, Yaowarat Road, one selling commercial scales and the other fabric.

What happened to conserving the soul of the community? Did the business plan just suffer from bad timing? Construction was completed during the Covid lockdown, when commerce shifted toward online channels, reducing the need for physical distribution outlets.

The CLC admits that it has struggled to find the right business model, which should be one that generates enough profits to cover both the rent and the substantial sums that the families have invested in renovation. The company envisions transforming the community into a "co-creative space", and it welcomes collaborations with government agencies and universities.

However, it has not fully discussed its ideas with all tenants, who may be concerned that the plan will take too long to become profitable. Some tenants question why their lively commercial area had to be transformed into a gated quarter where roads have been reallocated for use by pedestrians and special events, with little parking space and limited access by car. This makes it less viable for trade.

The community corporation has undertaken efforts to illustrate the potential of creative businesses to attract visitors. During Bangkok Design Week in February 2023, one of the shophouses served as a venue for an exhibition. This year in February, a handicraft shop there had a soft launch. Given its location a stone's throw from Yaowarat, a major destination for domestic and international tourists, the area has potential for successful retail and hospitality businesses.

The company's notion of developing the site as a "creative district" may hold promise. However, without actively involving all tenants in discussion and considering their input, it risks becoming a top-down mandate rather than collaboration. This could exacerbate the strain already caused by the tough approach taken by the CLC, which filed court cases against 14 community members for alleged non-cooperation.

Preserving the block's historic architecture is crucial, but it's also important to heed the needs and thinking of inhabitants. After all, they are entrepreneurs, so they might have good business advice. The project should not be hailed as a standard for conservation success until it meets the wishes of the community. In future redevelopments, a more pragmatic approach might involve renovation in phases, allowing tenants to remain in place rather than move out entirely during top-to-bottom construction work, as happened at Luenrit. This might lengthen the time to completion, but it would help ensure continuous tenancy by longtime residents and legacy businesses, keeping the neighbourhood's grass roots intact.

To promote effective collaboration, every member should feel empowered to voice their thoughts and participate in decision-making. All ideas deserve open discussion. An inclusive approach would not only foster learning but also cultivate a shared responsibility for steering the organisation toward growth and financial sustainability. It could help make the project and the community stronger, setting a good precedent for neighbourhoods all over Bangkok and the nation.

These are still early days for the restored Luenrit site, and the CLC and CPB both deserve credit for pioneering a new path towards conservation. But other communities and their heritage remain at risk in the absence of strong national policies to protect them, jeopardising our quality of life. The government should revamp our outdated heritage conservation system and incentivise institutional landlords to keep old communities and legacy businesses in place. Property developers already have plenty of opportunities outside historic districts. In old towns, let communities themselves renovate their properties so that their people, culture and heritage can continue to benefit our society for decades to come. (c)The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage



Sirinya Wattanasukchai is the former urban issues columnist of the 'Bangkok Post'. Heritage Matters is a monthly column presented by The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage to advocate conserving the architectural, cultural and natural heritage of Thailand and the region. Each edition is by a different guest contributor. The views expressed are those of the author.
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																With the June European Parliament elections fast-approaching, the grand coalition of the European People's Party (EPP), the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (S&D), and Renew Europe faces a watershed moment.
The EPP's recent decision to nominate European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen for a second term, far from being merely procedural, could have profound implications for Europe as it confronts internal and external challenges of unprecedented magnitude.

Together with its coalition partners, the EPP has steered the EU through multiple shocks over the past five years, including the Covid-19 pandemic, heightened tensions with China, Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and the subsequent energy crisis.

The EU's achievements during this period have highlighted not only the resilience of the European community but also the importance of unity and the need to preserve the current coalition.

Moreover, these challenges have underscored the importance of upholding the intergenerational contract and foundational values that underpin the EU.

This is particularly important in the face of mounting pressures from extremists and populists who advocate simplistic, short-term fixes instead of tackling long-term, complex challenges.

Looking ahead, the EU's agenda will likely remain dominated by persistent crises, necessitating a unified and thoughtful approach. The EPP-led coalition could play a crucial role, fostering stability and economic development while navigating the challenges Europe must face.

One of the main challenges will be the fight against climate change.

Over the past few years, European leaders have worked together to protect the environment for future generations while striving to boost economic competitiveness.

This collective effort has led to a significant reduction in transport-sector emissions and the adoption of the ambitious Fit for 55 plan, a comprehensive legislative package aimed at reducing the EU's net greenhouse-gas emissions by at least 55% from 1990 levels by 2030. The plan includes binding targets for boosting renewable-energy production, reducing energy consumption, and lowering emissions in key industries.

Moreover, today's geopolitical crises have brought security back to the top of Europe's agenda, with EU member states aiming to de-risk energy value chains by focusing on renewables and efficiency measures. This strategic pivot reflects a broader commitment to sustainability that resonates beyond Europe's borders, influencing energy policies around the world.

But this shift is not just about achieving climate goals. By focusing on renewable energies and de-risking supply chains, the EU also aims to shield European citizens and industries from the volatility of global energy markets, which are often influenced by geopolitical uncertainties. The bloc's commitment to renewables is exemplified by Germany's Energiewende (energy transformation) policy, as well as robust government investments in renewable energy in Denmark, the Netherlands, and Sweden. These strategic investments have also bolstered the competitiveness of these countries' energy industries.

This is important because Europe is not alone in pursuing a sustainable future. Following the establishment of the EU's Emissions Trading System, countries like Japan and Brazil have set up their own carbon markets. This global sustainability drive, while commendable, also means increased competition, again highlighting the need for unity as European countries seek to capitalise on the opportunities created by the green transition while striving to meet ambitious climate targets and tackle the complex challenges that come with implementation.

While unity is the EU's greatest asset in the fight against climate change, the EPP's leadership, in particular, must continue to play a central role in advancing the EU's climate agenda. This is no time to backtrack. The expansion of the EU carbon market into new sectors like maritime transport, and the bloc's prominent role in international climate negotiations, are prime examples of its proactive approach. Faced with the existential threat of climate change, EPP, S&D, and Renew leaders must draw on their experience, knowledge, and ambition to defend the bloc's core values against rising populism and guide Europe through the challenging times ahead.

Far from a distant threat, climate change is already wreaking havoc across Europe. At this critical juncture, Europe requires unity, vision, and bold leadership more than ever.

The future of the bloc, the welfare of its citizens, and the success of its industries are in our hands. For responsible political parties, now is no time to make Europe a victim of partisan paralysis. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Connie Hedegaard served as European Commissioner for Climate Action (2010-14), and as Denmark's Minister for the Environment (2004-07) and Minister for Climate and Energy (2007-09).
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																The hero's welcome which the Pheu Thai Party gave to the paroled former prime minister -- Thaksin Shinawatra -- during his visit to the party's head office was anything but a surprise.
Since leaving hospital on early parole last month, Thaksin -- who has over the past six months been claiming he is gravely ill -- has kept himself in the limelight.

He even paid a visit to Chiang Mai, where he was treated by authorities as a VIP.

There were reports of road closures to facilitate his motorcade and during the trip he was surrounded by several senior government officials as well as red-shirt members.

His dinner with Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and former prime minister and brother-in-law Somchai Wongsawat in Chiang Mai also drew public attention.

Thaksin has said he will again visit the capital of the North, formerly Pheu Thai's political stronghold, next month to celebrate Songkran.

While meeting Pheu Thai MPs on Monday, Thaksin told them he would cater to their needs if they want him to visit their electorates in the provinces.

Pheu Thai heavyweights tried to downplay Thaksin's activities, dismissing observers' interpretations that his high-profile visits to several places, particularly the party's headquarters, was a show of power and his attempts to restore the party's fame.

Yet his critics and members of the public think otherwise. Some even see Thaksin's eagerness as a dire need to counter the ever-popular Move Forward Party.

Opinion polls conducted by Nida indicated the MFP, which failed to form a government last August and is now the party leading the opposition, is still ahead in the public approval stakes by far.

There are also questions over whether Thaksin is trying to "control" Pheu Thai party members -- a breach of Sections 28 and 29 of the Political Parties Act which prohibits interference in a party's affairs by non-member individuals or outsiders.

According to Section 28, a party that allows interference could face dissolution, while its executive board could be banned from politics for 10 years.

Violators of Section 29, ie outsiders who control and or interfere in a party's affairs, could face a 5-10 year jail term, and up to 100,000 baht in fines, or both.

They could also be stripped of their election rights.

In the past, some political activists lodged complaints, based on the two aforementioned sections, against Pheu Thai, but their allegations were dropped given a lack of evidence.

But Thaksin's visit to Pheu Thai Party headquarters is different.

In fact, few if any believe Thaksin's wish to spend more time with his grandchildren was the main reason for his homecoming, or that he has "no passion for politics."

What he's done since getting parole proves otherwise. It's important for the Election Commission (EC) to take the matter more seriously and see that there has been interference by Thaksin and whether this is in breach of any laws.

Of course, this newspaper does not endorse party dissolution from just any cause. However, it's a principle that anyone breaching the law must be duly punished without exception.

It's the duty of the EC -- which is processing the possible dissolution of the MFP -- to prove there are no double standards, and that all parties are treated equally under the rule of law, without any compromise.
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																A report about a female police officer suffering from depression induced by boot camp-style work training is a red flag suggesting officers may be in need of professional help despite how tough they might seem.
The issue grabbed society's attention after Police Lance Corporal Chantaros Sukdayotin posted on her Facebook account over the weekend claiming she had been subjected to repeated physical and mental abuse during training, which drove her to severe depression.

She said one of her trainers lashed her leg with ropes, forced her to accept consecutive long shifts and deprived her of sleep.

The 25-year-old posted photos on her social media accounts showing her clad in a hospital patient's gown along with the remark: "We should be trained to be tough, not to become sick." She even wrote her will and said she would donate her body for medical studies before concluding the post with "farewell".

After her Facebook page went viral, the Royal Thai Police (RTP) launched a fresh probe into the training, which is part of the recruitment process for officers who wish to work at the Kong Roi Nam Wan (Sweet Company) -- a crowd-control unit staffed with only female officers.

Officers from Kong Roi Nam Wan are often sent to handle young political protesters and provide security for VIPs as well as work at police checkpoints. Despite its soft image, the unit must endure a hardcore training course to be deemed fit for duty.

Pol L/Cpl Chantaros will apparently be assigned to report directly to the acting national police chief after she recovers. And while she chose to speak up, many of her colleagues have opted to suffer in silence.

There have been reports of depressed policemen snapping and harming others or even themselves as a result. Since 2019, some 168 police, mostly rank-and-file officers, are known to have taken their own lives, while hundreds more have inflicted self-harm.

Perhaps the most egregious case is that of Pol Capt Panya Khamlarb, who, in October 2022, killed scores of preschool kids at a nursery in Nong Bua Lam Phu province before turning the gun on his wife, their young son and finally himself.

Apart from a history of narcotic use, he was also on file as having had mental problems in the past, the RTP later admitted.

Many officers are also now receiving treatment at the Police General Hospital or special counselling from the RTP.

Yet this end-of-pipe psychological treatment is not enough. Instead of waiting for armed and mentally stressed officers to snap, the RTP must improve their workplace environment and add safeguards to make our policemen ensure they are mentally fit.

First of all, psychological appraisals and a better work rotation system are needed. The current system relies on end-of-pipe treatment, meaning that after they recover they must return to the same toxic work environment.

Above all, the RTP must clean up its work system and make promotions and transfers transparent and fair, as many officers reportedly experience mental anguish due to being treated unfairly.

Reports of corruption, internal strife between the national and deputy national police chiefs and the mental breakdowns of female officers suggest things have gone badly awry at the RTP.

No matter what the problems are, the outcome is clear: a toxic and unfair workplace is incubating graft and mental breakdowns.
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									US TikTok ban not the right move								

															

																On March 13, the United States House of Representatives passed the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act. It is no secret that the bill takes aim at TikTok. The massively popular video-sharing platform is owned by Beijing-based ByteDance and is thus subject to the laws of the People's Republic of China and potentially to the control of the Communist Party of China (CPC), despite assurances to the contrary from company executives.
If the Senate approves the bill, and US President Joe Biden signs it into law (as he has said he would), ByteDance would be forced to sell TikTok to a non-Chinese company within six months or be banned from US app stores.

The reasoning, according to the legislation's bipartisan sponsors, which include the chair and ranking member of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party, is that TikTok undermines democracy and threatens national security by allowing China to "surveil and influence the American public".

To be sure, TikTok poses risks to American users. But the app is only one small part of a much larger problem: the lack of an affirmative model of data privacy that protects privacy and civil liberties. By targeting TikTok, US policymakers are merely boosting the company's competitors while sapping momentum from the push for effective data and algorithmic transparency regulations.

Supporters of the bill rely on two arguments. The first is that TikTok is a propaganda machine that enables the CPC to flood the app's enormous user base with pro-China or otherwise harmful disinformation, thereby endangering US national security.

Of course, the CPC wants to control China's global image. As the State Department put it in 2023, "Beijing seeks to maximise the reach of biased or false pro-PRC content." That is why Chinese President Xi Jinping has repeatedly exhorted his country's propaganda apparatus and citizens to "tell China's story well".

But it is easy to exaggerate the effectiveness and danger of Chinese propaganda. So far, China's well-told story has fallen on deaf ears, at least in the US, where the need to counter the Chinese threat is one of the few points on which Republicans and Democrats agree. The country also has a dearth of cultural exports, with no Chinese equivalent to Japanese anime or South Korean K-pop, while enrollment in Mandarin-language courses at American universities has been dropping for years, further eroding China's soft power.

Moreover, if China is attempting to use TikTok to enhance its image abroad, it is failing miserably. Attitudes toward China are largely and increasingly negative in many Western countries, which reflects the country's reputation as an authoritarian bully, its egregious human rights violations, and its association with the Covid-19 pandemic.

A related concern is that China can manipulate content on TikTok, suppressing videos with anti-CPC narratives and perspectives that fail to "tell China's story well". In fact, this is a well-documented component of the country's media strategy: researchers at Rutgers University recently found that topics deemed politically sensitive in China were underrepresented on TikTok compared to Instagram.

Chinese propagandists could likewise spread inflammatory content to stoke grievances and sow divisions in American society, as Russia has been accused of doing in recent years. Yet the Russian case -- which involved Facebook and Twitter (now X) -- demonstrates that this problem is hardly unique to TikTok. Nor is it confined to foreign adversaries: numerous studies have shown that social media can normalise harmful behaviours and fuel hate speech, especially among adolescents. The challenge of algorithmically accelerated alienation goes beyond TikTok, and singling out the app will do little to fix it.

That brings us to US policymakers' second claim: TikTok provides the CPC with access to Americans' data, even when stored in the US. Data security is undoubtedly a serious concern, not least because internet users may be vulnerable to surveillance and exploitation by authoritarian regimes. But the world has no shortage of unregulated and underregulated data brokers, many of which operate openly in the US and other liberal democracies. Banning TikTok will not change the fact that private companies and state agencies alike have tremendous power to collect and store data about almost every aspect of our lives. And forcing ByteDance to divest from TikTok will simply put data collected by the app in the hands of another actor. It would be naive to assume that these actors have good intentions merely because they have no direct ties to the Chinese state.

Treating disinformation and data insecurity as TikTok-specific problems serves the interests of rival tech companies like Meta and those who seek to weaponise national security concerns to prevent sector-wide regulation. Ironically, doing so also plays into the Chinese claim that American democracy is a sham, corrupted by corporate interests and lobbyists. What is more, it would be seen as hypocritical since the US has condemned platform bans in other countries (such as the 2021 suspension of Twitter in Nigeria), citing freedom of expression and access to information as pillars of democracy.

The real threat that TikTok represents is much greater and more deeply entrenched than US policymakers want to admit: the unregulated collection and trafficking of personal data in the service of private profit and state control. To solve this problem, lawmakers must work with civil society to do as many have suggested: develop an affirmative model of data privacy that guarantees civil liberties, requires algorithmic transparency, and empowers ordinary people to understand how corporate and government entities are using their data. Without these structural reforms, a TikTok ban will be little more than an empty win for a gridlocked Congress. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Aaron Glasserman, an Academy Scholar at the Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, is a China Fellow at the Wilson Center. Monica Greco is Senior Programme Officer at Open Society Foundations.
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																Exports have been Thailand's important growth engine for many decades. A number of Thailand's export destinations have shown increasing interest in and support for low-carbon products. Failure to meet global demand for low-carbon products risks Thailand's competitiveness in international trade.
The options are clear: either adapt to the low-carbon market by reducing the amount of carbon emissions embedded in the export products or risk falling behind.

With global warming causing increasing natural disasters, Thailand's agricultural, manufacturing, and service sectors must transform by transitioning to low-carbon production.

Multinational companies increasingly seek low-carbon products, and European governments impose a carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM) on high-carbon goods, such as cement, iron and steel, fertiliser, aluminium, electricity, etc.

Over time, the EU also has plans to expand the coverage to include more industries.

CBAM entered into force on May 17, 2023, and, as a regulation, is directly applicable in all EU member states. CBAM's transitional phase started on Oct 1, 2023. Affected companies now have the duty to collect the information necessary for upcoming periodic reports on imports and emissions. CBAM certificate trading will gradually start in 2026.

The United States, Canada, and Australia are also under consideration of putting in place measures similar to the EU CBAM, and goods that are likely to be affected include petrochemicals, ceramics, paper, glass, and consumer goods.

Even though the value of Thai exports of CBAM goods to the EU is not that high currently, the impacts might increase in the future as more goods fall under the scope of CBAM. To stay competitive, Thai companies that export goods abroad must prioritise low-carbon strategies to address buyers' environmental concerns.

A forward-looking policy is vital. For instance, even though agricultural products, such as chicken meat, are not yet within the scope of EU CBAM, Thai agribusinesses have already started producing low-carbon agricultural products and foods and exporting them abroad.

This strategy applies not only to large agricultural companies but also to small suppliers. Being low-carbon benefits businesses, as many global companies that set carbon neutrality or net zero targets prefer low-carbon suppliers to reduce carbon emissions across the supply chain.

With regards to the state of greenhouse gas emissions in Thailand, as of 2018, Thailand produced 373 million tonnes of greenhouse gases annually, with the energy sector being the largest emitter (257 million tonnes), followed by the agricultural sector (58 million tonnes) and the industrial process and product use (40 million tonnes).

While these sectors must reduce greenhouse gas emissions to maintain competitiveness, they can increase productivity by using resources, especially energy and water, more efficiently. For the industrial process and product use sector, promoting energy efficiency will lead to cost savings and environmental benefits. Similarly, given that the agricultural sector currently uses water wastefully and inefficiently, switching to some greenhouse gas mitigation strategies, such as the alternate wetting and drying technique, not only helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also helps reduce water usage in the rice production process.

Low-carbon or greenhouse gas mitigation technologies can be largely categorised into three main categories: quick-win technologies, medium-term technologies, and long-term technologies. Examples of quick-win technologies are switching to renewable energy, improving energy efficiency, and improving waste and wastewater management.

For medium-term technologies, examples are the production of hydraulic cement, the transition to electric trucks, switching to sustainable aviation fuels, etc. Though the costs of these medium-term technologies are still high at present, they are expected to decline rapidly in the near future. For long-term technologies, examples include carbon capture and storage, green hydrogen technologies, hydrogen aircraft, etc.

Many companies have started implementing low-carbon strategies. For instance, Betagro is using renewable energy in its animal feed plants and production of biogas from animals' manure. CPF uses technology to monitor crop residue burning in maize plantations, ensure traceability, and enhance automation. It also uses renewable energy and biofuels in factories, improves animal feed formulas, and stresses the need for low-carbon transition across its supply chains to achieve the net zero goal by 2050.

Research shows that rice farmers can save water by 28% and reduce methane emissions by 48% if they adopt the alternate wetting and drying technique. Besides saving on costs for seeds, chemical fertiliser, and water pumping, farmers can generate additional income from the sales of carbon credits that result from the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

If only 30% of farmers were to adopt this alternative wetting and drying technique, according to our estimations, greenhouse gases from rice farming would be reduced by 7.7%, while the estimated economic value of rice farming could increase by 1,622 million baht per year.

However, there are some limitations to the adoption of the wetting and drying technique. This farming technique is limited to irrigated land, requires laser land levelling, and requires more time and effort to monitor water levels in rice fields.

For the industrial process and product use sector, Siam Cement Group (SCG) aims to achieve net zero by 2050 by using green energy, producing hydraulic cement and low-carbon concrete, and considering using green hydrogen and carbon capture and utilisation technologies in the future.

Pandora, a leading jewellery-making company, is transitioning to green electricity, incorporating recycled materials as inputs in jewellery production, and ensuring its suppliers adopt low-carbon practices to achieve net zero by 2040.

Thai Wacoal is committed to reaching net zero by 2050 through the use of green energy and innovative technologies to produce low-carbon garments.

The Peach Hill Hotel and Resort, a pioneer in low-carbon hotels, employs solar energy, zero-waste practices, and architectural design to enhance natural ventilation, increase green space, and reduce air conditioning usage.

However, despite these efforts, many barriers hinder the transition to a low-carbon future. Solar energy and other renewable energy face challenges as Thailand's power market still operates under the enhanced single-buyer scheme, which does not allow peer-to-peer trading of clean energy.

In addition, Thailand lacks compulsory carbon pricing schemes, such as carbon tax or cap-and-trade systems, to incentivise businesses to go low-carbon. Lack of access to low-interest green finance also impedes the adoption of new technologies in production processes and management.

To achieve its net-zero goal by 2065, some policy interventions are necessary for Thailand.

The Thai government must reform its power market to allow for peer-to-peer trading of clean energy. In addition, putting in place the carbon pricing mechanism, such as a carbon tax or cap-and-trade scheme, is also crucial to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and maintaining Thai exports' competitiveness in international markets. The carbon tax revenue should not go into national coffers but should instead be directed to Green Transition and Adaptation Funds. These funds will aid those affected by climate change, assist small businesses in transitioning to the low-carbon economy and adapt, and invest in emission reduction technologies.

The voluntary carbon credit market is also crucial for incentivising low-carbon practices like the alternate wetting and drying technique in rice production and no-tillage. Unconditional subsidies should be replaced by conditional subsidies, which are tied to no burning of crop residues, which are among the contributors to PM2.5 emissions.

Finally, the government must offer financial support, knowledge and technical support for small businesses to transition to low-carbon practices. At the same time, large businesses and financial institutions must also play a role. Large businesses can, for instance, help facilitate their small and medium enterprise suppliers in accessing low-interest rate green credit from the commercial bank for them to be capable of investing in a low-carbon transition.

This policy commitment is essential for Thailand to achieve its net-zero goal and maintain Thai exports as the economy's lifeline.




Kannika Thampanishvong, PhD, is Section Head at Puey Ungphakorn Institute for Economic Research (PIER) and Nipon Poapongsakorn, PhD, is a Distinguished Fellow at the Thailand Development and Research Institute. The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors. They do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of the Bank of Thailand, PIER or its members. Policy analyses from the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									China's hydro generators wait for the rains to come								
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																China's hydro generation has been essentially flat for the last three years, despite commissioning several large new power plants, as a prolonged drought has sharply reduced river flows in the southwestern part of the country.
Since the drought started in the middle of 2022, China has been forced to turn back to coal to meet electricity consumption, while wind and solar have helped meet some of the growth in demand.

Installed hydro capacity had climbed 18% to 422 million kilowatts (kW) by the end of 2023 from 358 million kW at the end of 2019, according to the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

But the amount of hydro electricity generated fell 1% to 1,141 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) in 2023 from 1,153 billion kWh four years earlier.

Based on the previous trend, drought cut generation by about 190 billion kWh (-14%) in 2023 compared with what it might have been under normal river conditions based on capacity additions.

SOUTHWEST CHINA

Most of the country's hydro generation comes from a string of massive cascade dams and power stations situated on the Yangtze and its tributaries, which drain the Tibetan plateau and other parts of the southwest.

The neighbouring provinces of Sichuan and Yunnan alone accounted for 48% of the country's total hydroelectric generation in 2020.

If the downstream province of Hubei, home to the giant Three Gorges Dam, is included, the generation share reaches 60%.

Other southwestern areas drained by the Yangtze and smaller rivers, including Guizhou, Guangxi, Guangdong and Chongqing, take the share to 75%.

Southwest China receives most of its annual precipitation between June and August during the East Asian Monsoon, with a smaller amount between March and May during the spring rains, while autumn and winter are very dry.

Since the middle of 2022, however, much of the region has been gripped by a drought that has sharply reduced river flows.

In most of Tibet and parts of Sichuan and Yunnan, rainfall has been 50% or more below average since the middle of 2022.

The city of Yibin, located on the border between Sichuan and Yunnan, received just 663 millimetres (26 inches) of rain in 2023 and 1,024 millimetres in 2022, compared with an average of 1,225 millimetres per year between 2014 and 2021.

LOWER RIVER FLOWS

China collects extensive data on rainfall, river flows and the volume of water impounded behind the country's hydroelectric and irrigation dams.

Multiple national and provincial government agencies are involved, but the data is notoriously difficult to access in real-time or even at all.

However, some indication of the drought's early impact can be gauged from the China Statistical Yearbook published by the NBS.

Nationwide surface water resources were assessed as 2.60 trillion cubic metres in 2022, the latest year for which data is currently available.

Surface resources were 7% below the 10-year average for 2012-2021 and the lowest for any year since the severe drought of 2011. The current drought has likely cut surface resources even further in 2023.

Moreover, the surface water data is for the country as a whole, and the deficit in southwest China is almost certainly far more severe.

Tibet's surface resources had fallen by 10% in 2022 compared with the flood-hit year of 2020, while Sichuan's were down 32%.

TURNING TO COAL

China's electricity consumption has surged after the country lifted social distancing controls and emerged from the exit wave of the Covid-19 pandemic in early 2023.

Wind generation increased by 122 billion kWh (+18%), while solar generation rose by 65 billion kWh (+28%) in 2023.

But with hydro output down 61 billion kWh (-5%), the country increased thermal generation by 379 billion kWh (+6%) to meet growing demand.

Most of the extra thermal generation was from coal-fired units, though small quantities also came from gas-fired power plants, especially in Guangdong and the southern province of Hainan.

Many coal-fired generators act as reliability reserve units to meet daily and seasonal demand peaks as well as back up in case of variations in river flows and hydroelectricity generation.

The drought likely cut hydro generation by around 190 billion kWh in 2023, but this is also an indicator of how much extra hydro could be generated when river flows return to normal.

It also gives an idea of how much mostly coal-fired thermal generation could be avoided when the drought ends and rainfall returns to more normal levels.

WAITING FOR RAIN

Southwest China is coming to the end of the dry season and waiting for the arrival of the spring rains and the main summer monsoon. River levels remain low.

As a result, thermal generation was up 104 billion kWh (+11%) in the first two months of 2024 compared with the same period in 2023. In contrast, hydro generation was up by just 2 billion kWh (+2%).

If the drought continues for a third consecutive summer, hydro generation will remain depressed, and the country will have no choice but to ramp up coal firing again this year.

If the drought ends, however, the combination of a surge in hydro generation with the rapid deployment of wind and solar capacity will produce a sharp slowdown in coal-fired growth and perhaps even a slight decline in 2024. Reuters 

John Kemp is a Reuters market analyst.
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									Casinos must benefit Thais								
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																As the digital wallet and land bridge plans face uncertainty, the Srettha administration is making a new political move with its casino complex economic stimulus project.
Unlike the two other policies, the casino plan has not drawn much criticism, meaning the government can claim credit.

The legalisation of casinos has been a thorny issue in Thailand. Over the past three decades, legalisation attempts by governments and lawmakers have run into hurdles as opponents and anti-gambling groups cited moral and social issues to oppose it.

However, resistance has reduced markedly over time. Anti-gambling groups are not as fierce as they were two decades ago. That might be because lawmakers have spent a number of years crafting policies and laws that curb anti-gambling input.

The latest policy and related laws will only legalise casinos in government-approved entertainment complexes, and they will not legalise online gambling and gambling elsewhere, including in underground dens.

The government will also form a multi-level casino board and a special state body to prevent unwanted social impacts, such as gambling debts and increased criminal activities, such as money laundering.

On Thursday, the government will table the entertainment complex bill in the Lower House for a reading. It won't be surprising if the draft quickly becomes law. The Srettha administration has set a goal of opening a casino in an entertainment complex within two years.

The government expects to collect at least 12 billion baht in revenue from concessions and related tourist spending. The labour ministry believes at least 50,000 people will be hired to work in complexes, which are to be located near international airports or in border provinces with permanent immigration checkpoints, such as Phuket, Phangnga, Krabi, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Phayao.

Despite the expected economic gains, the Srettha government must be cautious and not be blinded by profit. Casino legalisation will only be beneficial if the government can avoid negative social impacts and use the money to aid social development. Can the government, with its record of blatant corruption, rise to the occasion?

Senator Sangsit Piriyarangsan, an expert on the casino legalisation policy, urged the government to impose a 2,000-baht fee to improve the lives of locals. He also asked the government if the casino board would create a "blacklisting system" for people who are addicted to gambling. Sen Sangsit also warned the government about underground businesses prone to money laundering.

That said, the government must be careful when offering concessions. It must only select casino operators with a good business record.

Without fair and transparent bidding, Thailand will be a place for casino operators in neighbouring countries, such as Laos and Myanmar, to continue their business. Some of the casinos operated in neighbouring countries have been involved in crimes, including human trafficking. Most importantly, the government must be vigilant in waging war against illegal local gambling dens and online betting websites.

Thai society, including the government, must not believe that casino legalisation will prevent underground dens in Thailand. To end illegal gambling, the government must force the police to do their jobs and penalise those who allow gambling dens in their jurisdiction.
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									New movie out this week: March 28-April 3

									Watch a kaiju collab in 'Godzilla X Kong: The New Empire'
								

								A new release that hits cinemas in Thailand this week.
								Godzilla X Kong: The New Empire

Directed by Adam Wingard.

Who's in it?

Rebecca Hall, Dan Stevens and Rachel House.

What's it about?

The new installment in the Monsterverse puts the mighty Kong and the fearsome Godzilla against a colossal deadly threat hidden within our world that threatens the existence of their species and our very own, as well as diving deep into the mysteries of Skull Island and beyond. Delving straight into the origins of Hollow Earth, this film will explore the ancient Titan battle that brought man and monster together forever.

Why watch it?

The change in colour for Godzilla's atomic breath going from light blue to a reddish tint, signifying a total boost in power, is identical to the Heisei incarnation having the far more destructive Red Spiral Ray as the sheer strength of his attack is more powerful than his default blue-coloured atomic breath.
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									Asean Film Festival is finally here

									This year's edition gets under way in CentralWorld with plenty of talent on display
								

								Despite the odd, unexplained double postponement -- the first when it was moved from early December 2023 to late January 2024, and then from January to March -- the Bangkok Asean Film Festival finally gets under way, from today until Sunday at SF CentralWorld. Despite the adjournment, the line-up looks decent, with the best Southeast Asian titles culled from the past year -- Tiger Stripes, Inside The Yellow Cocoon Shell, Abang Adik, Dreaming And Dying, Oasis Of Now, Nowhere Near, Morrison, Thai classics The Adventure Of Sudsakorn and The Adulterer, and a short film competition.
								Last year was an especially electrifying year for Malaysian cinema and the festival presents three works from our southern neighbour -- Amanda Nell Eu's Tiger Stripes, Chee Sum Chia's Oasis Of Now, and Jin Ong's Abang Adik. All three are worth catching and represent diverse sensibilities indicative of a healthy creative atmosphere.

Tiger Stripes, which won a top prize at Cannes's Critics' Week last May, spins what could have been a straightforward fable of an angry hijab girl into a wilder, unrulier coming-of-age drama of the TikTok generation. Puberty is all claws and fangs for Zaffan (Zafreen Zairizal), a teenage girl who metamorphoses into a tiger and wreaks havoc in her rural village. A horror film and comic satire, Tiger Stripes makes real the Southeast Asian myth of were-tigers while metaphorising the physical, blood-spilling growing-pains of a young woman. Bring your daughter to see it, there'll be plenty to talk about afterwards.

The crime drama Abang Adik is a fine example of how to make a solid, stirring commercial film with neither pretensions nor conceptual high jinks. This is a well-told, superbly-acted story of two young men (We Kang Ren and Jack Tan) in the squalid quarters of Kuala Lumpur and their struggles against the faceless cruelty of the system. The gritty realism and noirish beat recalls the social commentary of films of the 1970s (MC Chatrichalerm Yukol of Thailand, Leno Brocka of the Philippines), but it's the two leads that nail all the emotional punches.

[image: ]
Tiger Stripes.



Moving on to a less privileged neighbourhood of Malaysia, Oasis Of Now is more oblique and austere. Set in an urban housing project, mostly in one of its crummy stairwells, the film watches a female migrant worker bond with a child through simple gestures and games. In the simplicity of the setting and the story, we see glimpses of loneliness, alienation and how people carve up their own private world in what seems like the middle of the nowhere.

As in other aspects of late, Vietnamese cinema has come up strong in recent years, driven partly by a generation of filmmakers who are either based in the US or have migrated back to Vietnam.

Pham Thien An's Inside The Yellow Cocoon Shell boosted Vietnam's status in world cinema when the film won the Camera d'Or at Cannes Film Festival last year besides many other prizes that followed. The film's opening scene -- in which the camera dawdles on a group of characters who are discussing the meaning of life while a crowd around them roars with excitement over a football match and a road accident is about to occur -- is exquisite in its directorial conception. Over the next three hours, the main character travels from the city to his rural hometown in search of spiritual release, a journey of faith and futility, a transcendental odyssey aided sometimes by the sign of a cross. Pham was born in Vietnam and is now based in the US, though his film is deep-rooted in the fertile memory and history of his homeland.

From Singapore, Nelson Yeo's Dreaming And Dying is a cheeky, dreamy love triangle set in a deserted hotel and forest as three middle-aged friends reunite for a weekend that turns upside down. The film is attuned to the invisibility of desire and the comedy of social awkwardness, and finally infused with phantasmagorical folktale elements -- a thread we have seen with increasing frequency in Southeast Asian indie films when real-life conflicts are absolved through a fantastic denouement. Dreaming And Dying won a big prize at the prestigious Locarno Film Festival last year, and that alone is enough to attract the Thai crowd.

[image: ]
Inside The Yellow Cocoon Shell.



The only documentary film in the line-up is Nowhere Near from Filipino director Miko Revereze. It's part diary, part experimental narrative on the experience of the filmmaker's family as undocumented immigrants in the US.

The closer is a new Thai film called Morrison. Starring Hugo Chakrabongse, the film follows the trippy sojourn of an engineer sent to renovate a Cold War-era hotel upcountry, whose blood-red walls seem to have stopped time. The film is directed by Phuttiphong Aroonpheng, a respected cinematographer whose first directorial effort Manta Ray (2018) won the top prize in the Orizzonti section at the Venice International Film Festival. Morrison flits around the edge of the character's consciousness -- a perpetual state of wakeful dream in which ghosts, memory and history merge. Cold War paranoia is alive and well, at least in the enigma of Morrison.

Also, don't forget the short film competition programme -- this is the part of the festival that actually matters the most since it presents young talent from across the region. Lastly, two classic Thai films curated by the Thai Film Archive are also worth a look. This year, there's Thailand's first feature-length animated film The Adventure Of Sudsakorn (1979), conceived and painstakingly hand-drawn by Payut Ngao-krachang, and the hothouse drama The Adulturerer (1972) by Piak Poster.

The Bangkok Asean Film Festival 2023 starts today and runs until Sunday. Admission is free. Go to the Facebook page of Bangkok Asean Film Festival and follow the booking link there.
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Abang Adik.
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Screening Schedule

March 28


	6pm: Asean Short Film Competition 3

	8pm: Dreaming And Dying



March 29


	6pm: Asean Short Film Competition 2 (with Q&A)

	8:15pm: Abang Adik



March 30


	1pm: The Adventure Of Sudsakorn

	2:45pm: Inside The Yellow Cocoon Shell

	6pm: Asean Short Film Competition 2

	8pm: Tiger Stripes



March 31


	1:30pm: Nowhere Near

	3:20:pm The Adulterer

	6:15pm: Oasis Of Now

	8pm: Morrison (Closing film, with Q&A)
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									Say hello to another you

									
								

								Three passionate female artists invite everyone to discover a version of yourself at "Another Me" which is running at the Event Space, 3rd floor of Central: The Original Store, Charoen Krung Road, until April 28.
								The group exhibition inspires viewers to greet themselves with "How are you, another me?". This is based on the fact that we're living in a world where there are a lot of things that drive us insane and where judgements, comparisons and expectations abound.

So, it is not surprising that while we are in the company of different types of people, we often display alternate versions of ourselves -- the other selves that we carry inside us all, and when we are alone, there is yet "another me".

The art show is conceived by new generation artists -- Buakow Phasom, who has always loved to sketch since she was young and lovingly puts her heart into each piece of artwork; Suvimol Pongsamrit, who has exhibited both locally and internationally; and Pang  Torsuwan, who began working in advertising and marketing but turned to painting because of her love of art since childhood.

With the aim to inspire others to discover their innermost thoughts and emotions of "another me", the trio have created over 20 artworks including oil and acrylic painting techniques to evoke in viewers the intense feelings of the "other self" that we all carry inside or "another me" that is free, "another me" in the mind, and "another me" in the imagination.

The exhibition is open for public viewing Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm, free of charge.

Visit facebook.com/central.theoriginalstore or call 02-267-0412.
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									Explore a utopian realm through art

									
								

								Art enthusiasts are invited to dive into the utopian realm presented through the perspectives of four emerging artists during "Utopia", which kicks off today and runs until April 21, at Room 249 of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
								On display are captivating works crafted by Panicha Saengthongaram, aka Beya, Chonnapas Yokyai, Nontakorn Vachirakosri, aka Keng Jeans, and Nawat Cubic, who weave tales that emanate from the depths of their imaginative souls, fuelled by the challenges unfolding in the society they inhabit.

In this capitalist world that shatters dreams and bestows privileges upon beauty and the loss of freedom, the four talents don't give up and, instead, turn to sculpt a new world from the canvas of their own imagination.

It's a utopia imagined as an idealistic society free from dissent, conflict and the creation of pain. It's also a flawless society that we understand could never truly exist but may serve as a refuge and solace for those disillusioned with the harsh realities of the world.

Viewers will explore a profound and enigmatic meaning that lies beneath the surface of Beya's paintings in the Out Of The Box series which speak of breaking free from the confines of frames or the unseen shackles that bind us.
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Inner Child by Keng Jeans. photos courtesy of River City Bangkok



Inspired by her endeavour to find an answer to the gender divide with the societal framework she confronts, Chonnapas invites viewers to interpret her vibrant and surrealistic paintings and subtly veiled figurines through their own personal experiences.

While Keng Jeans' Inner Child reflects the depths of a childhood psyche brimmed with pure souls and boundless imagination of an artist's creative essence that often fades away when they grow older, Nawat portrays the various elements he sees around him in his daily life through beautiful geometric shapes.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com or call 02-237-0077.
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									A blooming retreat from the heat

									
								

								From today until Sunday, the 35th Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair provides urbanites a summer retreat to escape the increasing temperature and lift their mood with flower displays and craft workshops.
								With the theme "Blossoming Culinary Art", this four-day festival is divided into five zones to celebrate Thai arts, culture and craftsmanship. A part of proceeds will go to the HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Proton Center, Chulalongkorn Hospital for treatment of brain cancer in paediatric patients with proton particles.

"This year's festival draws inspiration from the science and art of cooking with the finest Thai ingredients that have been considered Thailand's soft power. Families can enjoy entertaining flower-related activities, performances and workshops, or browse interesting handcrafted products from different communities," said Naphaporn Bodiratnangkura, a vice-president of the Nai Lert Park Association.

"The purpose of the Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair is to provide a platform for the new generation to showcase their artistic abilities and creativity, with a hope of maintaining the legacy of our ancestors in creating people of quality."
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The Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair Nai Lert Park




The Flowers x Art zone boasts a massive 500m2 carpet knitted from blooms, grains and seeds by famous florist Sakchai Guy. The park is beautifully embellished with 20 striking sculptures made of fresh flowers and cooking ingredients, making every corner a picturesque photo backdrop.

The 108-year-old Nai Lert Park Heritage Home is transformed into the Flowers x Exhibition zone, which features an exquisite beeswax castle modelled after Sakon Nakhon's Prasat Phueng as well as the Blossoming Fashion and Textile Design Exhibition, which displays a clothing line created by Thammasat University's Textile and Fashion Design students using edible cooking ingredients.

Modern Thai masterpieces are the result of the School of Culinary Art at Suan Dusit University combining Thai and Western methods for fruit and vegetable carving as well as fondant-based pastry making. In the Caladium Competition, Nai Lert Park and the Caladium Preservation and Development Association of Thailand exchange their breeding knowledge.
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Visitors can fulfil their shopping goals at the Flowers x Market, where a wide range of artworks, silks, fashion accessories and decorative plants are on offer. The Flowers x Taste serves as a main dining venue, home to many popular international restaurants including Lady L, Ma Maison, Caviar Cafe and Ecole Ducasse Bangkok Cafe.

The Flowers x Play is designed to be a playground, offering various interesting activities for people of all ages including cooking workshops and live music performances in the garden, and kids' balloon and face painting classes. Tickets are priced at 150 baht for adults and 100 baht for children, students and the disabled.

For more information, visit facebook.com/Nai Lert Flower and Garden Art Fair.
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									Thailand tourism festival takes over QSNCC

									
								

								From today until April 1, the 42th Thailand Tourism Festival is transforming Queen Sirikit National Convention Center into a fun playground that combines Thai tradition and technology to create new visual travel experiences.
								Focusing on soft power and subculture, this year's festival is divided into nine zones, and showcases a wide range of creative cultural performances and culinary options from the central, eastern, northern, northeastern and southern regions.

Your journey can start at the Amazing Thailand Zone, where visitors can immerse in a gigantic 360-degree LED Box and an avant-garde VR dome to interact with the Vista Virtual influencer. A group of veteran writers, photographers and travel influencers will also get together at the Traveller Bar and Space to share their experiences.

An imitation of Bang Bao Lighthouse on Koh Chang adds tranquil beach vibes to the Colourful Burapha Eastern Village, along with more than 50 shops from Rayong, Chanthaburi, Chon Buri and Trat offering a wide selection of seafood, fresh fruits and local cuisine like durian, spicy fried catfish with curry, and chicken curry with cardamom. There will also be performances from the Royal Thai Navy Music Division and the Alcazar Cabaret Show Pattaya.

Featuring King Narai's Palace in Lop Buri, the Klang Buri Central Village is designed to resemble both a temple fair and a floating market. Here, visitors can warm up for the upcoming Songkran celebration and enjoy pad Thai from Pathum Thani, miang kham lam phya from Nakhon Pathom, Pah Chaliao's khao chae from Nonthaburi and roti samai from Ayutthaya.

Admission is free. It's open daily from 10am-9pm.  Call TAT Contact Center 1672.
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Chuang Asia themed rooms available at three hotels

Through its sponsorship of the idol survival programme Chuang Asia, Trip.com has collaborated with three hotels in Bangkok to provide exclusive Chuang Asia themed rooms available until April 20.

The room rates start at 4,940 baht per night at Holiday Inn Bangkok Sukhumvit, 5,500 baht per night at Chatrium Hotel Riverside Bangkok, and 5,600 baht per night at The Salil Hotel Riverside Bangkok. Each room boasts decorative items and souvenirs, such as a mentor poster, Chuang Asia windmill origami, and a randomly selected trainee poster with autograph.

Guests who engage in activities on Trip.com's social media platforms will get a chance to win trainee kits designed by Team Wang, a trainee welcome pack, autographed mentor posters, and limited-edition Chuang Asia collectables like trainee-autographed Trip.com suitcases.

Visit trip.com.
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China Eastern Airlines sees uptick during Spring Festival

China Eastern Airlines reports that it and its subsidiaries Shanghai Airlines and China United Airlines operated a total of 106,800 passenger flights during the 40-day Spring Festival travel rush, transporting nearly 16.5 million passengers, with an average load factor exceeding 82%.

Statistics show that during the peak travel period around the Spring Festival, the airline transported an average of over 412,400 passengers every day. With nearly 480,000 passengers per day, the three days from Feb 14-16 had the greatest passenger volume.

With more than 44,000 arriving and departing flights at the Shanghai Hongqiao International Airport and Shanghai Pudong International Airport, the airline carried over 6.85 million passengers, including more than 530,000 transit passengers and over 4,000 unaccompanied minors.

After visa-free policies were put into place, there was a significant increase in travel to Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. In the first two months of this year, the average fill factor on flights to Malaysia was 82.7%.
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									'Summer Sonic' could draw 350,000

									PM Srettha cheered by news that Japanese music event will stage a Bangkok version
								

								Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is confident that Summer Sonic, a music festival from Japan that will be organised in Bangkok in August, will attract 350,000 people out, just as it regularly does in Japan.
								Mr Srettha said he was delighted that organisers of a world-class music festival like Summer Sonic had chosen Thailand for its first stop outside Japan, under the name Summer Sonic Bangkok 2024, on Aug 24 and 25 at Impact Muang Thong Thani.

The premier said he believes the festival will contribute to the country's transformation into a tourism hub under his "Ignite Thailand" policy.

"I'm sure this event will improve Thailand's tourism industry, allowing the country to become a world event destination," he said.

The festival draws 350,000 people every year, and Mr Srettha expects a similar reception here.

Thailand has also sealed a deal to host Tomorrowland, an annual dance music festival that originated in Belgium, starting in 2026.

Recent announcements about the two festivals were seen as a win for the government after Mr Srettha revealed that Singapore had used special incentives to attract Taylor Swift to stage six Eras Tour concerts exclusively in the city-state recently.

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and deputy chair of the national committee on soft power development, said Summer Sonic Bangkok 2024 was also an economic opportunity. Her committee is working to abolish any regulations that pose an obstacle to the event industry, she added.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: March 27-April 2

									14 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, HBO Go and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+
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 Steve! 


Premieres on March 29

First part of a two-part documentary by Morgan Neville about Steve Martin, from his early days in stand-up to his ongoing search for personal fulfilment.

 

[image: ]

 Fraggle Rock: Back To The Rock


Premieres on March 29

The Fraggles are back for more epic adventures. In the second season of the Emmy Award-winning series, Jim Henson's fun-loving and musical Fraggles -- Gobo, Red, Boober, Mokey, Wembley and Uncle Travelling Matt -- alongside new Fraggles and Doozers, embark on epic, hilarious adventures and explore the magic that happens when we celebrate and care for our interconnected world.



NETFLIX
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 The Real Housewives Of Salt Lake City


Premieres on March 27

A peek inside the unconventional lives of six successful women navigating an exclusive social circle in a city where religion, status and perfection are praised to the highest degree.
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 The Believers 


Premieres on March 27

When their startup goes deep into debt, three entrepreneurs stage a risky scam using a Buddhist temple to pay back a massive loan before time runs out.
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 Testament: The Story Of Moses


Premieres on March 27 

A US-produced docu-series blends dramatic storytelling and expert analysis to offer an enriching perspective on one of the most iconic figures in the sacred texts of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
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 Mr Malcolm's List


Premieres on March 31

A young woman rebuffed by London's most selective bachelor enlists her childhood friend to assume the role of his ideal mate -- solely to break his heart.
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 Sex And The City


Premieres on April 1

All six seasons of the hit series. SATC, which debuted in 1998, follows the lives of four women living in New York as they navigate love, friendship and sex in the big city, all while remaining inseparable and confiding in each other.
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 The Magic Prank Show With Justin Willman


Premieres on April 1

Magician, comedian and expert trickster Justin Willman and his crew pull elaborate pranks on unsuspecting targets to help real people get payback.
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 Takumi-kun Series: The Dawn of the Long Tales


Premieres on April 1

Takumi's feelings for Gii grow even stronger when they become roommates -- but their close bond raises the ire of a jealous classmate.
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 NCIS: Seasons 10-14


Premieres on April 1

Despite a bomb attack on Gibbs and the team, duty continues to call for these special agents as they try to regroup and put the pieces back together.
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 Together: Treble Winners


Premieres on April 2

The six-part docuseries chronicling the Premier League team's 2022-2023 season. The series had cameras rolling when star Erling Haaland arrived with the team and during its preseason in the US, all the way through the final weeks of the season, the FA Cup Final at Wembley Stadium and the club's first Champions League Final victory in Istanbul. 
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 The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It


Premieres on April 2

Two paranormal investigators risk their lives to prove the existence of demonic forces in order to exonerate a young man accused of murde



PRIME VIDEO
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 Hope On The Street


Premieres on March 28

A six-episode docu-series that highlights j-hope, a member of the pop icon group BTS, his story and love for dancing as he begins a new journey in his 12th year since debut, returning to his dancer roots. Accompanied by his former instructor, the popping champion Boogaloo Kin, j-hope explores the streets of Osaka, Seoul, Paris, New York and Gwangju, meeting inspiring street dancers along the way. Follow j-hope as he pursues a dream connecting his past, present, and future. The documentary will also feature songs from j-hope's special album "Hope On The Street Vol.1".



HBO/HBO GO
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 Renfield 


Premieres on March 30

Based on the characters from Bram Stoker's novel, comes a comedic twist of a toxic co-dependency between the iconic vampire and his henchman.
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									Central Chidlom to reveal total new look by Q4

									Luxury, beauty and fashion zones to be launched next month first
								

								First opened on January 23, 1973, Central Chidlom is undergoing renovation, with a budget of four billion baht, and aims to launch a completely new look by the fourth quarter of this year.
								With "The Store Of Bangkok" concept, the refreshed version of the half-century department store aims to be an exemplar of a luxury retail destination. The renovation highlights include a new facade showcasing Thai culture, an expansion of the atrium area, a new bridge connecting level 1 to the luxury floor and an expansion of the existing bridge which connects Central Chidlom to BTS Chidlom.


[image: ]


The bridge to the BTS will feature a new sky terrace for customers to relax. Rose pink will be the new signature colour of Central Chidlom (its logo is inspired by roses, after all), which will be prominently featured in the form of terrazzo around the drop-off point and its interior. The facade will be covered with transparent glass, which will beautifully glow at night. The brains behind Central Chidlom's new look are Thai and international design masters such as British architect John Pawson, Danish architect Bjarke Ingels and Moment Design from Japan. 
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Shoppers can expect to purchase from world-class tenants such as Balenciaga, Bottega Veneta, Celine, Loewe, Louis Vuitton, Roger Vivier at Luxe Galerie and Shoes Avenue. There will also be exclusive products and brands that you can't find anywhere else. At the beauty zone, 150 global brands await with flagship stores from Dior and Chanel.


Sneakerheads should be pleased to know that there will be a zone dedicated to cool kicks and street fashion called Sneakers Boulevard. It will feature 800 pairs of sneakers ranging from the latest drops to rare pairs.
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You know how crucial dining options are to a Bangkok mall experience and Central Chidlom boasts 60 eateries. In terms of services, shoppers can expect upgraded concierge lounges, personal shopping assistants and digital parking.


Top spenders (or the 1%) can sign up for Cenfinity, a private loyalty programme at Central Embassy and Central Chidlom. It comes with many perks such as Michelin-starred dinners and access to exclusive events but Cenfinity members also have access to enjoy perks at department stores abroad under Central.

The refreshed luxury, beauty and fashion zones are ready to welcome customers now. In anticipation of the official launch of its new look in December, a few events have been lined up.

The Shoes Avenue will be launched on March 28. On April 25, Luxe Galerie will be officially launched with an extravagant party across three floors. From Oct 24-28, Central's annual flower show will take place but this year's edition promises to be more spectacular than ever. 
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									A look back at  M. Emmet Walsh's  celebrated career

									
								

								Renowned for uncanny ability to leave a lasting impression in iconic films such as Blood Simple, Blade Runner and more recently in Knives Out, veteran actor M. Emmet Walsh has passed away at the age of 88, as announced by his manager last Wednesday.
								The American actor succumbed to cardiac arrest in St Albans, Vermont, according to his publicist Cynthia Snyder, who stated: "In a remarkable career spanning six decades across stage, film and television, he garnered widespread recognition for his exceptional portrayals of memorable characters."

Born Michael Emmet Walsh on March 22, 1935, in Ogdensburg, New York, he was raised in rural Swanton, Vermont, by his parents Agnes Katharine (Sullivan) and Harry Maurice Walsh. Due to a union stipulation, he adopted the name M. Emmet Walsh. He attended a small local high school with a graduating class of 13 before pursuing studies at Clarkson University in Potsdam, New York, and later at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City.

Walsh began his acting journey in theatre before transitioning into television and film. His television debut occurred in 1968 with an appearance on The Doctors. He also graced Broadway stages and shared them with luminaries like Al Pacino.

His breakthrough came in the 1970s with roles such as Dickie Dunn in the film Slap Shot and subsequent performances in Straight Time and The Jerk.

Throughout his illustrious six-decade career, Walsh showcased his versatility across various roles. One of his defining moments arrived with Sir Ridley Scott's 1982 sci-fi cult classic Blade Runner in which he portrayed an LAPD boss.

A pivotal role followed in the Coen brothers' directorial debut, the 1984 neo-noir Blood Simple, where he portrayed Loren Visser, a morally ambiguous detective entangled in a web of deceit and murder. The Coen brothers specifically crafted the role for Walsh, a decision that earned him the inaugural Film Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead.

Walsh's stellar performance garnered critical acclaim, with renowned film critic Roger Ebert establishing the "Stanton-Walsh Rule", indicating the quality often associated with films featuring either Harry Dean Stanton or M. Emmet Walsh.

Among his recent notable credits include scene-stealing moments in Rian Johnson's murder mystery Knives Out, alongside roles in Brothers for Legendary Films, the indie feature God Loves The Green Bay Packers and HBO's The Righteous Gemstones.

M. Emmet Walsh leaves behind a legacy of remarkable contributions to the entertainment industry, remembered fondly by audiences and peers alike.
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