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The Five Minutes That Brought Down the Francis Scott Key Bridge



When a massive cargo ship lost power in Baltimore, crews scrambled to control the ship and to evacuate the bridge lying ahead. But it was too late.




A cargo vessel struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore on Tuesday.




By Annie Correal, Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, Campbell Robertson, Michael Forsythe and Mike Baker


Mar 28, 2024


"Hold all traffic on the Key Bridge."



The terse command from an officer in Baltimore's busy commercial shipping port was one of the first warnings of a disaster that experts now predict will transform shipping on the Eastern Seaboard and change how ships and bridges function around the world. But after the cargo ship Dali lost power early Tuesday, there were precious few minutes to act.



In those minutes, many people -- from the ship's crew, who sent out a mayday signal, to the transportation authority police officers, who stopped traffic heading onto the Francis Scott Key Bridge -- did what they could to avert catastrophe, most likely saving many lives.



And yet -- no matter what anyone did -- several factors made catastrophe all but inevitable. When a ship of this size loses engine power, there is little to be done to correct its course, even dropping an anchor down. And the Key Bridge was particularly vulnerable. As long ago as 1980, engineers had warned that the bridge, because of its design, would never be able to survive a direct hit from a container ship.



The collision and subsequent collapse of the bridge swallowed up seven road workers and an inspector who could not be alerted and pulled off the bridge in time; two were pulled alive out of the water, but four others are still missing and presumed dead. Two bodies were retrieved on Wednesday, authorities said.




Rescue personnel gathered on the shore of the Patapsco River on Tuesday.




Also caught up in the disaster were the ship's 21 crew members, all from India, who had prepared for a long journey to Sri Lanka on the Dali. While none of them were hurt, they would be held on board for more than a day as the ship sat in the harbor, the ruins of the bridge tangled around it, as authorities began their investigation.



The accident, the deadliest bridge collapse in the United States in more than a decade, will have a lasting impact on the Port of Baltimore, with its 8,000 workers, and industries that rely on the port, which is the leading American hub for auto and other wheeled equipment, said Pete Buttigieg, the U.S. transportation secretary, on Wednesday.



"It's difficult to overstate the impact of this collision," Mr. Buttigieg said.



He compared the Dali, roughly as long a city block, to the size of an American aircraft carrier.



"A hundred thousand tons, all going into this pier all at once," he said of the impact on the bridge support structure.



Officials from the National Transportation Safety Board, which is leading the investigation into the accident, boarded the Dali on Tuesday night to gather documentation. They obtained data from the voyage data recorder, the equivalent of an aircraft's black box, hoping that it could help investigators determine what led to the accident.



Mr. Buttigieg said that any private party found liable in the accident "will be held responsible."



It was about half an hour past midnight on Tuesday when the Dali, loaded with cargo containers, departed its dock, guided by two tugboats, as is customary. On board was a local harbor pilot with more than 10 years of experience and deep familiarity with Baltimore's port, as well as an apprentice pilot in training.



The sky above the Patapsco River was clear and still, lit by a full moon.



At 1:25 a.m., after the two tugboats detached and turned back, the Dali had accelerated to about 10 miles per hour as it approached the Key Bridge. But just then, according to a timeline released by the National Transportation Safety Board on Wednesday, "numerous audible alarms" started sounding on the ship.



For reasons still being investigated, the ship's powerful propulsion system stopped. The lights flickered out.



The ship had a "complete blackout," according to Clay Diamond, head of the American Pilots' Association, who was briefed on the account of the pilot of the Dali. (The chair of the N.T.S.B., Jennifer Homendy, said officials were still trying to determine whether the power failure was complete.)



The harbor pilot noticed the ship starting to swing right, in the direction of one of the piers holding up the Key Bridge. At 1:26, he called for the tugs to return; he urged the captain to try to get the engine back up and directed the crew to steer hard left. As a last ditch measure, at 1:27, he ordered the crew to throw down the port anchor.



One of the tugboats, the Eric McAllister, turned around and raced back toward the ship.



But the failures onboard were cascading. The emergency generator had kicked on, sending a puff of thick smoke belching from the ship's exhaust stack and briefly restoring the lights, radar and steering. It did not help. With no effective propulsion, the 95,000-ton ship had become an unstoppable object, drifting toward one of the most heavily traveled bridges in Baltimore.




The bridge collapsed in an instant after the 95,000-ton cargo ship struck a pier.




On land, officers with the Maryland Transportation Authority moved swiftly into action. "I need one of you guys on the South side, one of you guys on the North side, hold all traffic on the Key Bridge," someone is heard saying on 
the audio recording of
 emergency radio traffic that night. "There's a ship approaching that just lost their steering. So until they get that under control, we've got to stop all traffic."



Vehicles were held on either side of the bridge as the ship continued its inexorable drift toward the 1.6-mile-long span.



A minute later, the officers turned their attention to several workers, some of them immigrants from Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico, who were still laboring on the bridge in the chilly darkness, taking advantage of the light traffic at night to fix potholes.



"There's a crew up there," one officer is heard saying on 
the audio recording of the radio exchange
 between officers. "You might want to notify whoever the foreman is, see if we could get them off the bridge temporarily."



But even then, the ship was striking the bridge. Almost at once, the pier buckled and collapsed, twisting over the ship, with its cargo containers stacked high on the deck. Then the rest of the bridge went, breaking into sections as it plummeted and splashed into the dark river waters below.



"The size and weight of these ships make them really difficult, even with propulsion, to stop them," said Stash Pelkowski, a professor at State University of New York Maritime College and a retired Coast Guard rear admiral. With no power, he said, "There was very little the pilot or the crew on the Dali could do."



The collapse had happened in seconds. Except for the stumps of the piers, the central span of the bridge had plunged into the frigid river -- where divers would spend the whole day searching amid twisted metal for survivors -- by 1:29 a.m.



"Dispatch, the whole bridge just fell down!" an officer called out. "Whoever, everybody, the whole bridge just collapsed."



Stray ships had long been seen as a risk to the Key Bridge. Just a few years after the Baltimore structure was constructed in 1977, a vessel crash knocked down the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa Bay, Fla., killing 35 people.



Officials acknowledged that the Key Bridge would not be able to withstand that kind of direct hit from a heavy cargo vessel. "I would have to say if that ship hit the Bay Bridge or the Key Bridge -- I'm talking about the main supports, a direct hit -- it would knock it down," John Snyder, the director of engineering for the state Toll Facilities Administration told the Baltimore Sun at the time.



But building a bridge that could withstand such an impact was simply not economically feasible, he said. When the bridge was built, cargo ships were not the size they are today. A much smaller freighter 
did hit the bridge in 1980
, but the bridge stood strong.



Minutes after the bridge collapsed on Tuesday, both tugboats that had accompanied the Dali arrived on scene, followed soon by the Coast Guard and the Baltimore City Fire Department.



Two of the workers who had been on the bridge were rescued from the water. The others could not be found.



Jack Murphy, who owns Brawner Builders, the company whose workers had been on the bridge, got a phone call about the collapse and raced to the area, about a 30-minute drive away. He stayed by the bridge all night, and eventually began making calls to the men's families.



Two workers' bodies were discovered in a red pickup truck found near the bridge debris, police said Wednesday. They were identified as Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, an immigrant from Mexico, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, a native of Guatemala.



About two miles from the bridge, Andrew Middleton had been lying awake when he heard the crash. He first thought it was thunder, maybe a low-flying jet.



It was only when he awoke a few hours later that he saw the news of the collapsed bridge. "I thought to myself, I was just with those guys yesterday," he said.



Mr. Middleton, who runs Apostleship of the Sea, a program that ministers to sailors coming through the port, had driven the ship's captain and a few crew members to Walmart on Monday to stock up on goods for the 28-day voyage ahead -- toothpaste, snacks, clothes, Bluetooth speakers.



He recalled the captain telling him their next port was Sri Lanka, but that they were taking a longer route, down around South Africa, in order to avoid recent Houthi attacks on cargo ships in the Red Sea.



Mr. Middleton immediately messaged the crew on WhatsApp after hearing the news on Tuesday, he said, and "they responded within a few minutes saying that everyone was OK," he said.



Around the site of the bridge collapse, firefighters and rescuers in diving gear were swarming around the shore, followed by news crews. John McAvoy, who owns a nearby restaurant, had driven over with hot meals -- chicken, crab balls and pretzel bites -- to hand out to the crews.



But by nightfall on Tuesday, officials had called off the rescue efforts and said they would switch to searching for bodies. "The water's deep, visibility's low, it's cold as I-don't-know-what," said Kevin Cartwright, a spokesman for the Fire Department.



The signs of all that had changed were only starting to become clear on Wednesday. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said it was mobilizing more than 1,100 specialists to clear the wreckage of the bridge and unblock the Port of Baltimore's shipping lane. In the meantime, Mr. Buttigieg, the secretary of transportation, said the East Coast would have to rely more heavily on ports outside Baltimore.



Mr. McAvoy said the tragedy would ripple over the port for years.



Fishing crews always have found their way home following the Key Bridge, he said. "It's going to change a lot of things for a lot of people."



Reporting was contributed by 
Daniel Victor
, 
Jacey Fortin
, 
Zach Montague
, 
Eduardo Medina
, 
Miriam Jordan
 and 
Judson Jones
. 
Susan C. Beachy
 contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/us/baltimore-bridge-collapse.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Pivot to China Saved Elon Musk. It Also Binds Him to Beijing.



Tesla and China built a symbiotic relationship, with credits, workers and parts that made Mr. Musk ultrarich. Now, his reliance on the country may give Beijing leverage.




Elon Musk dancing in 2020 as his company, Tesla, unveiled the first cars made at its factory in Shanghai. 




By Mara Hvistendahl, Jack Ewing and John Liu


Mar 27, 2024


When Elon Musk unveiled the first Chinese-made Teslas in Shanghai in 2020, he went off script and 
started dancing
. Peeling off his jacket, he flung it across the stage in a partial striptease.



Mr. Musk had reason to celebrate. A few years earlier, with Tesla on the brink of failure, he had bet on China, which offered cheap parts and capable workers -- and which needed Tesla as an anchor to jump-start its fledgling electric vehicle industry.



For Chinese leaders, the prize was a Tesla factory on domestic soil. Mr. Musk would build one in Shanghai that would become a flagship, accounting for 
over half of Tesla's global deliveries
 and the bulk of its profits.



Mr. Musk initially seemed to have the upper hand in the relationship, securing concessions from China that were rarely offered to foreign businesspeople. But in a stark shift, Tesla is now increasingly in trouble and losing its edge over Chinese competitors in the very market he helped create. Tesla's China pivot has also tethered Mr. Musk to Beijing in a way that is drawing scrutiny from U.S. policymakers.



Interviews with former Tesla employees, diplomats and policymakers reveal how Mr. Musk built an unusually symbiotic relationship with Beijing, profiting from the Chinese government's largess even as he reaped subsidies in the United States.



As Mr. Musk explored building the factory in Shanghai, Chinese leaders agreed to a crucial policy change on national emissions regulations, following lobbying by Tesla that was not previously reported. That change directly benefited Tesla, bringing in an estimated hundreds of millions of dollars in profits as China production took off, The New York Times found.



Mr. Musk also gained unusual access to senior leaders. He worked closely with a top Shanghai official who is now the premier, Li Qiang. The Shanghai factory went up at lightning speed and without a local partner, a first for a foreign auto company in China.




Li Qiang, the Chinese premier. Before he became the country's No. 2 official, he was the top leader in Shanghai as Tesla quickly built its sprawling factory there. 




Mr. Musk, who has insinuated that American workers are lazy, got employees accustomed to long hours, without the strong protections that have led U.S. and European regulators to 
scrutinize Tesla
 and unions to 
target it
 for 
organizing
. After a Tesla worker in Shanghai was crushed to death last year, a report citing safety gaps was taken offline.



And he got the emissions policy. Modeled after a California program that has been a boon for Tesla, the policy awards automakers credits for making clean cars. To lobby for the regulatory change, Tesla teamed up with California environmentalists, who were trying to clean up China's soupy skies.



China helped make Tesla the most valuable car company in the world. But Tesla's success there also forced homegrown brands to innovate. China is now churning out cheap but well-made electric cars, as the Chinese leader Xi Jinping aims to transform the country into an "
automotive power
." Chinese automakers like BYD and SAIC are pushing into Europe, threatening established carmakers like Volkswagen, Renault and Stellantis. Detroit is also scrambling to keep pace.



"There's Before Tesla and After Tesla," said Michael Dunne, an auto consultant and a former General Motors executive in Asia, about the company's effect on Chinese industry. "Tesla was the rainmaker."



'Kind of Pro-China'



Mr. Musk is now treading a fine line. He has sounded the alarm about Chinese rivals, even as he remains reliant on the Chinese market and supply chain and repeats Beijing's geopolitical talking points.



He warned in January that unless the Chinese auto brands were blocked by trade barriers, they would "pretty much demolish most other car companies in the world." Earlier this month, Tesla's 
share price plunged
 following lagging China sales, causing him to lose the title of richest man in the world.



The company is so ensconced in China that Mr. Musk cannot easily extricate himself, should he ever want to. Teslas cost significantly less to make in Shanghai than elsewhere, a key saving when the company is in a price war with its competitors.



On Capitol Hill, lawmakers are studying his ties to China and how he balances Tesla with his other endeavors. SpaceX, another company he owns, has 
lucrative Pentagon contracts
 and boasts near total control of the world's satellite internet through its 
Starlink network
. He also owns the social media platform X, which China has used for 
disinformation campaigns
.



"Elon Musk has deep financial exposure to China -- including his plant in Shanghai," said Sen. Mark Warner, a Democrat who chairs the Senate Intelligence Committee.




Sen. Mark Warner, left, a Democrat who chairs the Senate Intelligence Committee, said, "Elon Musk has deep financial exposure to China."




It's not clear whether Beijing has sought to exert leverage over Mr. Musk, but leaders have levers they could pull. Last year, several Chinese localities banned Teslas from sensitive areas, prompting the automaker to emphasize that all Chinese data is held locally. And in February, after the Commerce Department 
announced an investigation
 into data retention by Chinese electric vehicles, the Global Times, a Communist Party newspaper, 
warned
 that Chinese consumers could retaliate against Tesla.



Mr. Musk has taken China's side in several international disputes. He has 
made China's case
 for why it should control Taiwan, the self-governed island democracy that has resisted Beijing's claims. (Taiwan is now 
building an alternative
 to Starlink, in part because of concerns about Mr. Musk's ties.)



Mr. Musk has reportedly 
argued
 that there are two sides to repression in Xinjiang, home to the predominantly Muslim Uyghurs. In 2021, as other companies were pulling back from Xinjiang, Tesla unveiled a 
charging line
 ending there, which it called the 
Tesla Silk Road
, after the historic route that has been revived by Mr. Xi in a campaign for global influence. The company has a similar charging line to Tibet.



Tesla, SpaceX and Mr. Musk did not reply to a detailed list of questions and findings. At The New York Times's DealBook Summit on Nov. 29, Mr. Musk 
said
 that "every car company" relies in part on the Chinese market. He also dismissed concerns surrounding SpaceX and Starlink, saying they did not operate in China and that his companies should not be conflated.




At The New York Times's DealBook Summit last year, Mr. Musk said that "every car company" relies in part on the Chinese market.




But in an online conversation with two members of Congress in July, he was more direct. He acknowledged having "some vested interests" in China, and described himself as "kind of pro-China."



Tesla's First Big Win in China



In California, Tesla has enjoyed strong regulatory support. Since 2008, when it unveiled its first car, the company has earned cash under the state's emissions mandate by selling credits to automakers that could not meet pollution targets. Those credits were worth $3.71 billion by late 2023, according to Gov. Gavin Newsom's office.



Mr. Musk has downplayed Tesla's reliance on government help, but Alberto Ayala, a former emissions regulator for California, said that the policy helped Tesla survive when it was struggling. "That is what kept the company afloat."



Another former state regulator, Craig Segall, said that Tesla lobbied extensively on the emissions regulations, seeking to skew them in a way that enriched Tesla.



In China, the company aimed to recreate California's lucrative policy.



As California built ties with China, several groups were championing an emissions mandate as a cure for its pollution. Among the policy's enthusiasts was then-Gov. Jerry Brown, who saw electric vehicles as a potential area of cooperation. Environmentalists were on board as well.



In 2014, as Mr. Musk talked about setting up a factory in China, Tesla joined the groups in pushing for a change.




Jerry Brown, then California's governor, signing an agreement on climate change in 2014 with Xie Zhenhua, a Chinese official. 




Grace Tao, a Tesla lobbyist, met with people at the Innovation Center for Energy and Transportation, an environmental nonprofit based in Los Angeles and Beijing. The group, also known as iCET, had approached Tesla. They talked about working together on an emissions mandate in the country, according to notes taken by the nonprofit and shared with The Times.



"They needed that to be successful in China," Feng An, iCET's executive director, said about Tesla. But Chinese officials were initially skeptical, he added, because the policy would effectively require traditional automakers to subsidize E.V. companies like Tesla.



His group helped plan meetings with Ken Morgan, then a U.S.-based Tesla lobbyist, according to event materials and emails obtained by The Times. In 2015, Mr. Morgan met with officials in three Chinese cities, touting how California's emissions mandate had helped spur E.V. production. (Ms. Tao and Mr. Morgan, who recently left Tesla, did not respond to questions.)



Local officials were keen to persuade Tesla to build a factory in their cities. That interest could "potentially be leveraged" to promote a mandate, Maya Ben Dror, who worked for iCET at the time, wrote in an email to Mr. Morgan.



Dr. An said he took two groups of Chinese city officials to visit Tesla's office in California, adding that neither Tesla nor Mr. Musk gave iCET any money. He and Ms. Ben Dror saw the emissions scheme as sound environmental policy.



The priorities of the environmentalists and Chinese officials often differed. In the West, clean transportation was seen as a "tree-hugging kind of issue, while in China it was from the start seen as an industrial issue," said Ilaria Mazzocco, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies who studied the emissions policy discussions.



But as an innovative green business, Tesla checked both boxes.




Tesla's factory in Fremont, Calif., in 2018. Before the Shanghai plant opened, Fremont was Tesla's principal factory.




In 2015, at a clean transportation conference in California, Chinese central government officials listened as a Tesla lobbyist laid out the reasons that Beijing should adopt an emissions mandate, said Yunshi Wang, an energy economist who organized the session.



"Obviously Tesla was all in," said Dr. Wang, director of the University of California-Davis's China Center for Energy and Transportation.



The emissions mandate eventually appealed to the officials, too. The existing government subsidy system was 
rife with fraud
. The mandate was more efficient and would save the government money.



In 2017, China adopted the policy.



It was Tesla's first big win there.



Tesla's Factory Goes Up at Record Speed



Mr. Musk did not want to share ownership of Tesla's factory with a Chinese company, as was required at the time. So in 2018 officials revoked the rule for all foreign electric car companies. The change was Tesla's second big win.



Soon after, Shanghai beat out other cities competing for Tesla's factory. Mr. Li, then Shanghai's top leader, became a key ally. He had 
visited
 Tesla in California, on a trip that also included a 
meeting
 with Governor Brown, Mr. Xi and others about climate cooperation.



Mr. Musk proposed constructing the factory in two years, state media 
reported
. Mr. Li countered that they could do it in one -- a goal that his government met.



"This was even faster than China speed," said Tu Le, who heads the consultancy Sino Auto Insights, adding that Mr. Li's help was key: "How quickly things happened points to his tacit approval of everything."



Government officials used "very creative yet cautious approaches" to bend policy to Tesla's wishes, Ms. Tao 
told Yicai Global,
 a Chinese media outlet, adding that she was "deeply impressed."



At least twice, Mr. Musk and his team were allowed to 
drive Teslas
 into Zhongnanhai, the Communist Party leadership's walled compound in Beijing.




Mr. Musk was allowed to bring Teslas into Zhongnanhai, the Chinese Communist Party leadership's walled compound in Beijing, in 2019.




Under Mr. Li's watch, state-run banks offered Tesla over 11 billion yuan ($1.5 billion) in low-interest loans. The deal was so generous that Huang Yonghe, a senior official with a government-owned auto industry group, recalled one government minister balking at it.



"He said the Shanghai leaders were unbelievable -- giving away the entire investment without Tesla having to spend a penny," Mr. Huang said in an interview.



But Mr. Huang said the deal made sense for the banks. 



He had long been impressed by Tesla, at one point importing a car and disassembling it to study how it worked. Like Mr. Li, he had visited the Tesla factory in Fremont, Calif., which had struck him as chaotic but promising.



China could improve on it, he thought, yielding an efficient foreign factory that would serve as a "catfish," an aggressive creature that makes other fish swim faster.



Tesla also created a market for Chinese suppliers, saying recently that 95 percent of components used in the Shanghai factory are locally sourced.



One key supplier is a once-obscure battery company. In the United States, Tesla had a partnership with Panasonic, but in China it switched to mainly using batteries from CATL, which built a factory near Tesla's. Today, buoyed in part by Tesla's business, CATL is the 
world's largest battery maker
.




CATL, which built a factory near Tesla's plant in Shanghai, is now the world's largest battery maker. 




Another supplier, LK Group, developed 
enormous casting machines
 that can make an entire section of a car with Tesla's help. The company's founder, Liu Siong Song, told The Times in 2021 that LK planned to supply the machines to six Chinese companies.



That year, 
he said
 that he hoped the technology would "help our country's automotive industry become bigger and stronger," linking it to Mr. Xi's "Chinese dream" of national resurgence.



Long Hours at Tesla's Shanghai Plant



Before the Shanghai plant opened, Fremont was Mr. Musk's principal factory. He sometimes slept on the factory floor to model the intensity he expected of his employees.



In China, workers were accustomed to long workweeks, a fact that Mr. Musk saw as an advantage.



The Shanghai plant's schedule involves an unusual weekly change in shifts. According to two former employees, workers there pull four straight twelve-hour day shifts, followed by two days of rest, before switching to four twelve-hour night shifts. (Fremont employees typically work seven twelve-hour shifts over two weeks.)




During the pandemic in 2020, Tesla's Shanghai factory remained open except for a two-week period, which helped Tesla turn a profit for the first time.




As the coronavirus pandemic spread in 2020, the Fremont factory was shuttered for nearly two months.



But the Shanghai plant closed for only about two weeks, helping Tesla 
turn a profit
 for the first time and causing Mr. Musk's wealth to 
surge
.



China has also offered Mr. Musk an escape from California's strict labor protections.



During Shanghai's 2022 lockdown, some Tesla workers slept on the factory floor. They were paid extra to continue working, but Tesla demanded six twelve-hour shifts in a row, the two workers said. (Employees who chose not to work were also paid, but less than their normal salary.)



Chinese workers "won't even leave the factory," Mr. Musk 
said
 at the time, speaking generally, adding, "whereas in America people are trying to avoid going to work at all."




Mr. Musk at Tesla's Shanghai plant last year. China has offered Mr. Musk an escape from California's strict labor protections.




In Fremont, accidents have set off regulatory investigations. But in Shanghai, when the Tesla worker was crushed to death by machinery last year, a report published by city authorities citing safety gaps was taken down shortly after it went online.



The Shanghai government bureau that released the report did not respond to faxed questions.



'May There Be Prosperity for All'



China's vision of Tesla being a catfish for local electric vehicle brands has proved prescient. BYD, a top Chinese rival, overtook Tesla in worldwide sales late last year.



But China's electric vehicle push has prompted anxiety in Europe. "When we decided to shift from thermic engines to E.V.s, we were late vis-a-vis China -- I would say between five and seven years late," said Bruno Le Maire, France's finance minister.



In September the European Union started an 
inquiry
 into whether Chinese policies give electric vehicle brands there an unfair edge. Although Tesla is not technically under investigation, it could face tariffs on cars exported from China.




BYD, a top Chinese rival, overtook Tesla in worldwide sales late last year.




In the United States, the Biden administration pushed through the Inflation Reduction Act in an attempt to compete. The White House is now considering raising tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, which are already at 25 percent.



California officials reject the idea that Tesla's rise in China has been bad for the state. "It's not really a zero-sum game," said David Hochschild, chair of the California Energy Commission, who said he saw "robust growth" ahead in E.V.s for both sides.



But Shanghai has replaced Fremont as Tesla's global export hub, sending more than 175,000 cars to Europe from China last year, according to Schmidt Automotive Research.



And while the Chinese emissions program brought in hundreds of millions of dollars in credits for Tesla, according to the market analysis company CRU Group, the price of credits is dropping because Chinese companies are manufacturing more electric cars.



"We have reached the tipping point," said Lei Xing, an independent auto analyst focused on China.



Despite rising competition, Mr. Musk remains strong in the country.



In October 2022, Mr. Li, the former Shanghai leader, was promoted to the country's No. 2 spot. Mr. Musk is also building 
a battery factory
 in Shanghai, which a state-owned research firm 
said
 last year would use CATL cells. When Mr. Musk traveled to China last May, the battery maker's chairman welcomed him with a 16-course banquet. At his side for at least part of the trip was Ms. Tao, the lobbyist, who had risen to the post of vice president at Tesla. (CATL did not respond to questions.)




Mr. Musk with Grace Tao, a global vice president for Tesla, in Beijing last year. Mr. Musk's shares in Tesla have made him ultrarich.




Even the plant Tesla is building in Nuevo Leon, Mexico, will use Chinese suppliers, several of whom the state governor has said will set up factories nearby.



Late last year, Mr. Musk attended an exclusive reception for Mr. Xi in San Francisco.



On Weibo, a Chinese social platform, Mr. Musk 
posted a photo
 of him shaking hands with the Chinese leader. "May there be prosperity for all," he wrote.



Keith Bradsher
, 
David A. Fahrenthold
, 
Eric Lipton
, and 
James Wagner
 contributed reporting. 
Susan C. Beachy
, 
Kitty Bennett
 and 
Kirsten Noyes
 contributed research.
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Israel Deploys Expansive Facial Recognition Program in Gaza



The experimental effort, which has not been disclosed, is being used to conduct mass surveillance of Palestinians in Gaza, according to military officials and others.




Displaced Palestinians arriving at a refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip this month. Israel has deployed facial recognition technology at checkpoints along roads in Gaza, according to military officials.




By Sheera Frenkel


Mar 27, 2024


Within minutes of walking through an Israeli military checkpoint along Gaza's central highway on Nov. 19, the Palestinian poet 
Mosab Abu Toha
 was asked to step out of the crowd. He put down his 3-year-old son, whom he was carrying, and sat in front of a military jeep.



Half an hour later, Mr. Abu Toha heard his name called. Then he was blindfolded and led away for interrogation.



"I had no idea what was happening or how they could suddenly know my full legal name," said the 31-year-old, who added that he had no ties to the militant group Hamas and had been trying to leave Gaza for Egypt.



It turned out Mr. Abu Toha had walked into the range of cameras embedded with facial recognition technology, according to three Israeli intelligence officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity. After his face was scanned and he was identified, an artificial intelligence program found that the poet was on an Israeli list of wanted persons, they said.



Mr. Abu Toha is one of hundreds of Palestinians who have been picked out by a previously undisclosed Israeli facial recognition program that was started in Gaza late last year. The expansive and experimental effort is being used to conduct mass surveillance there, collecting and cataloging the faces of Palestinians without their knowledge or consent, according to Israeli intelligence officers, military officials and soldiers.



The technology was initially used in Gaza to search for Israelis who were taken hostage by Hamas during the 
Oct. 7 cross-border raids
, the intelligence officials said. After Israel embarked on a 
ground offensive
 in Gaza, it increasingly turned to the program to root out anyone with ties to Hamas or other militant groups. At times, the technology wrongly flagged civilians as wanted Hamas militants, one officer said.



The facial recognition program, which is run by Israel's military intelligence unit, including the cyber-intelligence division 
Unit 8200
, relies on technology from Corsight, a private Israeli company, four intelligence officers said. It also uses Google Photos, they said. Combined, the technologies enable Israel to pick faces out of crowds and grainy drone footage.



Three of the people with knowledge of the program said they were speaking out because of concerns that it was a misuse of time and resources by Israel.




An Israeli soldier stands under a surveillance camera at a checkpoint in Hebron, the West Bank, in 2021.




An Israeli army spokesman declined to comment on activity in Gaza, but said the military "carries out necessary security and intelligence operations, while making significant efforts to minimize harm to the uninvolved population." He added, "Naturally, we cannot refer to operational and intelligence capabilities in this context."



Facial recognition technology has 
spread across the globe
 in recent years, fueled by increasingly sophisticated A.I. systems. While some countries use the technology to 
make air travel easier
, China and Russia have deployed the technology against 
minority groups
 and to 
suppress dissent
. Israel's use of facial recognition in Gaza stands out as an application of the technology in a war.



Matt Mahmoudi, a researcher with Amnesty International, said Israel's use of facial recognition was a concern because it could lead to "a complete dehumanization of Palestinians" where they were not seen as individuals. He added that Israeli soldiers were unlikely to question the technology when it identified a person as being part of a militant group, even though the technology makes mistakes.



Israel previously used facial recognition in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, according to 
an Amnesty report last year
, but the effort in Gaza goes further.



In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, Israelis have a homegrown facial recognition system called Blue Wolf, according to the Amnesty report. At checkpoints in West Bank cities such as Hebron, Palestinians are scanned by high-resolution cameras before being permitted to pass. Soldiers also use smartphone apps to scan the faces of Palestinians and add them to a database, the report said.



In Gaza, which Israel withdrew from in 2005, no facial recognition technology was present. Surveillance of Hamas in Gaza was instead conducted by tapping phone lines, interrogating Palestinian prisoners, harvesting drone footage, getting access to private social media accounts and hacking into telecommunications systems, Israeli intelligence officers said.



After Oct. 7, Israeli intelligence officers in Unit 8200 turned to that surveillance for information on the Hamas gunmen who breached Israel's borders. The unit also combed through footage of the attacks from security cameras, as well as videos uploaded by Hamas on social media, one officer said. He said the unit had been told to create a "hit list" of Hamas members who participated in the attack.



Corsight was then brought in to create a facial recognition program in Gaza, three Israeli intelligence officers said.



The company, with headquarters in Tel Aviv, says on its website that its technology requires less than 50 percent of a face to be visible for accurate recognition. Robert Watts, Corsight's president, 
posted
 this month on LinkedIn that the facial recognition technology could work with "extreme angles, (even from drones,) darkness, poor quality."



Corsight declined to comment.



Unit 8200 personnel soon found that Corsight's technology struggled if footage was grainy and faces were obscured, one officer said. When the military tried identifying the bodies of Israelis killed on Oct. 7, the technology could not always work for people whose faces had been injured. There were also false positives, or cases when a person was mistakenly identified as being connected to Hamas, the officer said.



To supplement Corsight's technology, Israeli officers used Google Photos, the free photo sharing and storage service from Google, three intelligence officers said. By uploading a database of known persons to Google Photos, Israeli officers could use the service's photo search function to identify people.



Google's ability to match faces and identify people even with only a small portion of their face visible was superior to other technology, one officer said. The military continued to use Corsight because it was customizable, the officers said.



A Google spokesman said Google Photos was a free consumer product that "does not provide identities for unknown people in photographs."



The facial recognition program in Gaza grew as Israel expanded its military offensive there. Israeli soldiers entering Gaza were given cameras equipped with the technology. Soldiers also set up checkpoints along major roads that Palestinians were using to flee areas of heavy fighting, with cameras that scanned faces.



The program's goals were to search for Israeli hostages, as well as Hamas fighters who could be detained for questioning, the Israeli intelligence officers said.



The guidelines of whom to stop were intentionally broad, one said. Palestinian prisoners were asked to name people from their communities who they believed were part of Hamas. Israel would then search for those people, hoping they would yield more intelligence.



Mr. Abu Toha, the Palestinian poet, was named as a Hamas operative by someone in the northern Gaza town of Beit Lahia, where he lived with his family, the Israeli intelligence officers said. The officers said there was no specific intelligence attached to his file explaining a connection to Hamas. 




Mosab Abu Toha, the Palestinian poet, and his family. He said he was not aware of any facial recognition program in Gaza.




In an interview, Mr. Abu Toha, who wrote "Things You May Find Hidden in My Ear: Poems From Gaza,"
 s
aid he has no connection to Hamas.



When he and his family were stopped at the military checkpoint on Nov. 19 as they tried leaving for Egypt, he said he had not shown any identification when he was asked to step out of the crowd.



After he was handcuffed and taken to sit under a tent with several dozen men, he heard someone say the Israeli army had used a "new technology" on the group. Within 30 minutes, Israeli soldiers called him by his full legal name.



Mr. Abu Toha said he was 
beaten and interrogated
 in an Israeli detention center for two days before being returned to Gaza with no explanation. He wrote 
about his experience
 in The New Yorker, where he is a contributor. He credited his release to a campaign led by journalists at The New Yorker and other publications.



Upon his release, Israeli soldiers told him his interrogation had been a "mistake," he said.



In a statement at the time, the Israeli military said Mr. Abu Toha was taken for questioning because of "intelligence indicating a number of interactions between several civilians and terror organizations inside the Gaza Strip."



Mr. Abu Toha, who is now in Cairo with his family, said he was not aware of any facial recognition program in Gaza.



"I did not know Israel was capturing or recording my face," he said. But Israel has "been watching us for years from the sky with their drones. They have been watching us gardening and going to schools and kissing our wives. I feel like I have been watched for so long."



Kashmir Hill
 contributed reporting.
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Joseph I. Lieberman, Senator and Vice-Presidential Nominee, Dies at 82



He served four terms in the Senate from Connecticut and was chosen by Al Gore as his running mate in the 2000 election. He was the first Jewish candidate on a major-party ticket.




Senator Joseph I. Lieberman with fellow senators at the Capitol building in Washington in 2010. After serving three terms as a Democrat, he was re-elected as an independent in 2006.




By Robert D. McFadden


Mar 27, 2024


Joseph I. Lieberman, Connecticut's four-term United States senator and Vice President Al Gore's Democratic running mate in the 2000 presidential election, which was won by George W. Bush and Dick Cheney when the Supreme Court halted a Florida ballot recount, died on Wednesday in Manhattan. He was 82.



His family said in a statement that the cause was complications of a fall. His brother-in-law Ary Freilich said that Mr. Lieberman's fall occurred at his home in the Riverdale section of the Bronx and that he died at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital in Upper Manhattan.



At his political peak, on the threshold of the vice presidency, Mr. Lieberman -- a national voice of morality as the first major Democrat to rebuke President Bill Clinton for his sexual relationship with the White House intern Monica Lewinsky -- was named Mr. Gore's running mate at the Democratic National Convention that August in Los Angeles. He became the nation's first Jewish candidate on a major-party presidential ticket.




Mr. Lieberman with Al Gore in Nashville in July 2000, when Mr. Gore formally introduced Mr. Lieberman as his running mate.




In the ensuing campaign, the Gore-Lieberman team stressed themes of integrity to sidestep the Clinton administration' scandals, and Mr. Lieberman urged Americans to bring religion and faith more prominently into public life.



The ticket won a narrow plurality of the popular votes -- a half-million more than the Bush-Cheney Republican ticket. But on the evening of Election Day, no clear winner had emerged in the Electoral College, and an intense legal struggle took center stage.



After weeks of dispute, it came down to the results in Florida, where fewer than 600 votes appeared to separate the opposing candidates. In an unsigned landmark decision on Dec. 12, the United States Supreme Court ruled, 5-4, that different standards of recounting in different counties had violated the equal protection clause of the Constitution and ordered an end to the recounts. The decision effectively awarded Florida's 25 electoral votes, and the presidency, to Mr. Bush.



"It was a miscarriage of justice on two levels," Mr. Lieberman said in a 2023 interview for this obituary. "One was that the Florida Supreme Court had already ruled in our favor to continue the recounts, and the other was that it was an extrajudicial political decision made in the crisis of a transition of power, and out of line with precedents of the Supreme Court."



Mr. Lieberman sought the 2004 Democratic presidential nomination but lost multiple primaries and withdrew from the race in February. He believed his support for the war in Iraq had doomed his candidacy.



Even his standing with Connecticut voters had slipped. Running for a fourth Senate term in 2006, he lost the Democratic primary to an antiwar candidate but won in a stunning upset in the general election as a third-party independent on the "Connecticut for Lieberman" ballot line.




Mr. Lieberman at the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn., in 2008. He endorsed his friend Senator John McCain of Arizona for the presidency.




With his presidential hopes in tatters, Mr. Lieberman in 2008 attended the Republican National Convention and endorsed his friend, Senator John McCain of Arizona, for the presidency. Mr. McCain had Senator Lieberman vetted as a possible running mate but ultimately chose Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska and lost the election to Senator Barack Obama.



Mr. Lieberman, a virtual outcast in his own party, had stopped attending Democratic Senate caucuses. But after a humbling meeting with the Senate majority leader, 
Harry Reid
, he was allowed to keep his Homeland Security Committee chairmanship and resumed caucusing with the party.




Mr. Lieberman in the U.S. Capitol in 2012.




Approaching Senate retirement, he endorsed no one in the 2012 presidential election, but he supported Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in her presidential run against Donald J. Trump in 2016 and Vice President Joseph R. Biden's victory over Mr. Trump in 2020.



During his Senate tenure from 1989 to 2013, Mr. Lieberman was an independent who wore no labels easily. He called himself a reform, centrist and moderate Democrat, but he generally sided with the Democrats on domestic issues, like abortion choices and civil rights, and with the Republicans on foreign and defense policies.



He supported Israel and called himself an "observant" Jew but not an Orthodox one because he did not follow strict Orthodox practices. His family kept a kosher home and attended Sabbath services. To avoid conveyances on a Sabbath, he once walked across town to the Capitol to block a Republican filibuster after attending services in Georgetown.



Many Democrats criticized Mr. Lieberman's support for the war in Iraq, but admirers said his strengths with voters lay in his rectitude, his religious faith and his willingness to compromise.




Mr. Lieberman stood behind President George W. Bush in October 2002 when he signed a resolution authorizing military operations against Iraq. Mr. Lieberman was later criticized by Democrats for his support for the war. 




"He may be a thoroughgoing moderate in his politics, but he is a true conservative in temperament and style," The New Yorker said in a 2002 profile. "His world is an orderly place where people wait in line, take their turns and generally behave themselves."



After the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Mr. Lieberman led the Senate effort to create a new Department of Homeland Security, a cabinet agency that consolidated 22 federal entities to counter terrorism and coordinate responses to natural disasters. He was named chairman of the new Senate Committee on Homeland Security in 2003.



He also cast the 60th and deciding vote under Senate rules to pass Mr. Obama's Affordable Care Act in 2010 -- the most important package of health care legislation since the creation of Medicare and Medicaid in 1965.



"As a Democrat, Joe wasn't afraid to engage with Senators from across the aisle and worked hard to earn votes from outside his party," Mr. Bush said in a statement after Mr. Lieberman's death. "He engaged in serious and thoughtful debate with opposing voices on important issues."



A Yale-educated lawyer, Mr. Lieberman began his political career in 1970 by unseating Ed Marcus, the Connecticut State Senate's Democratic majority leader. He credited a young Yale law student on his staff, Bill Clinton, with engineering his crucial primary victory.




Mr. Lieberman was sworn in as Connecticut's attorney general in January 1983.




After a decade in the State Senate, the last six years of which he was the Democratic majority leader, Mr. Lieberman lost a race for a seat in the House of Representatives in 1980. Three years later, he was elected attorney general of Connecticut, the first to hold the post full-time. In that office, he defended consumer and environmental protections and was re-elected in 1986, but he left the job after winning his first Senate race in 1989.



In the Senate, he supported free trade and unions and led a campaign against sex and violence in video games. The effort generated a video ratings system in the 1990s and national publicity for Mr. Lieberman.



His campaign for a second term in 1994 scored the largest landslide ever in a Connecticut Senate race: He collected 67 percent of the ballots and buried his foe by 350,000 votes. For six years, he was chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council. And in 1998, when Bill Clinton's affair with Ms. Lewinsky broke, Mr. Lieberman chastised the president publicly.



"It was a very hard thing for me to do because I liked him," he told Bill Kristol, the neoconservative commentator. "But I really felt what he did was awful." A remorseful Mr. Clinton later called Mr. Lieberman, saying, "I just want you to know that there's nothing you said in that speech that I disagree with."



In 2000, while running for the vice presidency on Mr. Gore's ticket, Mr. Lieberman simultaneously won a third term in the Senate handily, with 64 percent of the vote, turning back a challenge from the Republican Philip Giordano. But six years later, Mr. Lieberman hit a wall seeking a fourth term. Ned Lamont, a Greenwich businessman and critic of the Iraq war, won 52 percent of the vote in a primary.



Ordinarily, losing a primary is a death knell: Campaign donations dry up, colleagues and the press turn away, and the loser drops out or runs as an independent.



However, Mr. Lieberman refused to give up. Many voters saw the race as a referendum on President Bush, whose claims that President Saddam Hussein of Iraq had weapons of mass destruction had been disproved, suggesting that he had taken the nation to war under false pretenses. With wide Republican endorsements, Mr. Lieberman easily defeated Mr. Lamont in the general election for one last Senate term. (Mr. Lamont became Connecticut's governor in 2019.)




Mr. Lieberman celebrated in Hartford after being re-elected to the Senate as an independent in 2006.




Mr. Lieberman was also instrumental in Mr. Obama's successful 2010 effort to repeal a 17-year-old "Don't ask, don't tell" Armed Forces policy, which had forced gay and lesbian service members to be closeted or face discharges.



On Jan. 2, 2013, Mr. Lieberman gave a parting address in the Senate. "It was a lonely farewell," The Washington Post said. "As Mr. Lieberman plodded through his speech, thanking everybody from his wife to the Capitol maintenance crews, a few longtime friends trickled in." They included Senators Susan Collins, John Kerry and John McCain.



"The sparse attendance wasn't unusual for a farewell speech," The Post said, "but it was a sad send-off for a man who was very close in 2000 to becoming a major figure in American political history as the first Jew on a major party's national ticket. He was denied the vice presidency not by the voters but by the Supreme Court."




Mr. Lieberman in 1960 as a senior at Stamford High School.




Joseph Isadore Lieberman was born in Stamford, Conn., on Feb. 24, 1942, the oldest of three children of Henry and Marcia (Manger) Lieberman. His father owned a liquor store while his mother managed the home.



Joe and his sisters, Rietta and Ellen, grew up in a working-class section of Stamford. He attended Burdick Junior High School and Stamford High School, where he was elected president of his sophomore and senior classes, joined a debating club and was salutatorian of the class of 1960.



At Yale, he majored in political science and economics, joined the N.A.A.C.P. and the Democratic Party and was the editor, chairman and chief editorial writer of The Yale Daily News, writing about defending the civil rights of Black Southerners. He graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor's degree in 1964 and received his law degree from Yale in 1967.



While attending Yale in 1963, Mr. Lieberman became part of the first large group of Northern white students to travel south for the cause of civil rights, joining a caravan of more than young people on a 1,300-mile trip from New Haven to Mississippi, where they encouraged Black residents there to register to vote, all while enduring harassment by white segregationists.



The episode became a rich part of his political biography during the 2000 campaign with Mr. Gore, and Mr. Gore referred to it in a statement on Wednesday evening, saying of Mr. Lieberman: "When he was about to travel to the South to join the civil rights movement in the 1960s, he wrote: 'I am going because there is much work to be done. I am an American. And this is one nation, or it is nothing.' Those are the words of a champion of civil rights and a true patriot, which is why I shared that quote when I announced Joe as my running mate."



Mr. Lieberman's marriage in 1965 to Betty Haas ended in divorce in 1982. That same year, he married Hadassah Freilich Tucker, a daughter of Holocaust survivors. He is survived by his wife; two children from his first marriage, Matthew and Rebecca Lieberman; a daughter from his second marriage, Hana Lieberman; a stepson from his second marriage, Ethan Tucker; two sisters, Rietta Miller and Ellen Lieberman; and 13 grandchildren.




Mr. Lieberman with his wife, Hadassah, on the steps of the Connecticut Supreme Court after announcing his candidacy for the U.S. Senate in February 1988.




After leaving the Senate in 2013, Mr. Lieberman moved to Riverdale and joined the Manhattan law firm Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman, which specialized in white-collar defense. Its clients included Mr. Trump during his years as a bankruptcy-troubled casino magnate.



In recent years Mr. Lieberman helped lead the bipartisan political organization No Labels as its founding chairman and recently as its co-chairman.



In 2017, Mr. Trump interviewed Mr. Lieberman for the position of F.B.I. director, to replace the fired James Comey, but Mr. Lieberman withdrew from consideration. He criticized Mr. Trump's retreat from the Paris climate-change accords and his handling of the coronavirus pandemic. After Mr. Trump lost his 2020 re-election bid, Mr. Lieberman rejected the former president's false claims that he had won.



In an interview with CNN weeks later, Mr. Lieberman denounced Mr. Trump as a threat to democracy. "Trump lost by seven million votes, and he's hurting our democracy, and frankly hurting himself with this crazy business," Mr. Lieberman said. "It's a terrible thing he's doing. There is no evidence of fraud."



Anastasia Marks
 contributed reporting.
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Richard Serra, Who Recast Sculpture on a Massive Scale, Dies at 85



His tilted walls of rusting steel, monumental blocks and other immense and inscrutable forms created environments that had to be walked through, or around, to be fully experienced.




Richard Serra in 2005 with one of his steel works. Some of them evoked ancient temples or sacred sites.




By Roberta Smith


Mar 26, 2024


Richard Serra, who set out to become a painter but instead became one of his era's greatest sculptors, inventing a monumental environment of immense tilting corridors, ellipses and spirals of steel that gave the medium both a new abstract grandeur and a new physical intimacy, died on Tuesday at his home in Orient, N.Y., on the North Fork of Long Island. He was 85.



The cause was pneumonia, John Silberman, his lawyer, said.



Mr. Serra's most celebrated works had some of the scale of ancient temples or sacred sites and the inscrutability of landmarks like Stonehenge. But if these massive forms had a mystical effect, it came not from religious belief but from the distortions of space created by their leaning, curving or circling walls and the frankness of their materials.



This was something new in sculpture; a flowing, circling geometry that had to be moved through and around to be fully experienced. Mr. Serra said his work required a lot of "walking and looking," or "peripatetic perception." It was, he said, "viewer centered": Its meanings were to be arrived at by individual exploration and reflection.



These pieces were assembled from giant plates of cold rolled steel made in mills more accustomed to fabricating the hulls of ships. They were so heavy that they required permits to cross bridges and cranes with elaborate rigging to be set in place.



They almost inevitably imparted a frisson of danger, in part because they stood on their own -- as did all of Mr. Serra's work -- without benefit of screws, bolts or welds. His leaning pieces relied on their computer-plotted curves and tilts for stability. The flat, upright, slablike elements of some pieces -- suggesting both sturdy walls and gravestones -- stood because they were rarely less than six inches thick. And when Mr. Serra's forms expanded into solid cylinders (which he called "rounds") or near cubes of solid forged steel, they were unquestionably stable, even when stacked one on the other.



Mr. Serra seemed every inch the sculptor. He had a compact, muscular build, a powerfully shaped head that was covered with unruly curls until he started keeping his hair closely cropped, a combative personality, and an expression that bordered on fierce even when he smiled.



Brilliant, uncompromising and endlessly argumentative, he spoke in a clipped, emphatic manner that could be terse or loquacious. Although he mellowed with age, even then he could sometimes seem slightly coiled, as if ready for a fight.



Disagreement could lead to long periods of not speaking to close friends, among them the painter 
Chuck Close
, who told Calvin Tomkins of The New Yorker in 2002, "It's a goddamn good thing he's a great artist, because a lot of this stuff wouldn't be tolerated."




Mr. Serra in 1969. He enjoyed both great notoriety and great fame over the course of his long career, with notoriety coming first. 




In interviews and conversations, Mr. Serra's telling, and retelling, of the important events in his life created an aura of singularity and destiny. For example, when he went east from the West Coast for the first time to study painting at the Yale School of Art and Architecture, his first off-campus trip was not to New York to see Jackson Pollock's work, he said, but to the Barnes Foundation, then outside Philadelphia, for "my first good look at Cezanne."



After Yale, while visiting Paris on a travel grant, he began to move away from painting with almost daily visits to Brancusi's reconstructed studio -- then housed at the Musee d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris -- to repeatedly draw the simplified forms of that Romanian modernist's sculpture and bases.



But it wasn't until he got to Madrid and saw Velazquez's "Las Meninas" at the Prado Museum there that he realized that he could not be a painter. As he told Mr. Tomkins: "I thought there was no possibility of me getting close to that. Cezanne hadn't stopped me, de Kooning and Pollock hadn't stopped me, but Velazquez seemed like a bigger thing to deal with."




"Junction" at the Gagosian Gallery in New York in 2011. Mr. Serra said his work required a lot of "walking and looking" and was "viewer-centered": Its meanings were to be arrived at by individual exploration and reflection.




Rising in the '60s



Mr. Serra's nearly six-decade career began with a meteoric rise in the late 1960s, when new mediums were emerging and old ones were mixing. Although frequently called a Minimalist, he came of age with the slightly younger Post-Minimalist generation and helped define its concerns. These artists scattered art in several directions to escape Minimalism's long shadow, stretching its precepts into earthworks, performance, video, conceptual or process art. Many of Mr. Serra's contemporaries viewed portable art objects as something to be avoided -- or, in contemporary parlance, "dematerialized."



But Mr. Serra learned from, sidestepped and even reversed signal aspects of both movements. Claiming to make "sculpture as sculpture," he rejected the Minimalists' use of thin, shiny sheets of metal, pristine ready-made objects and color. Above all, he turned away from its closed forms, preferring a decidedly industrial look of raw steel with nothing hidden.



While the size of his pieces took them far beyond portable art objects, he never got closer to dematerialization than in a brief phase in the late 1960s, when he made in-situ works out of molten lead flung into the juncture of wall and floor and then pulled back in lacy, troughlike forms. His main interest lay in shaping space by using materials in ways that took advantage of their inherent capacities and even exalted them.



Mr. Serra enjoyed both great notoriety and great fame over the course of his long career, with notoriety coming first. In 1971, a rigger was crushed to death when one plate of a piece being installed at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis accidentally came loose. Many people in the art world -- artists, curators, critics, museum directors -- urged Mr. Serra to stop making sculpture, even though an investigation revealed that the crane operator had not properly followed the rigging instructions.




Mr. Serra's "Tilted Arc" raised a storm of opposition when it was installed outside a federal government building in Lower Manhattan in the 1980s. It was eventually removed.




Mr. Serra's early public pieces sometimes met with opposition, most famously 
"Tilted Arc,"
 commissioned by the General Services Administration and completed in 1981. The work -- a gently curving, slightly leaning wall of rusting steel 12 feet high and 120 feet long -- was 
installed in a plaza
 in front of a federal office building in Lower Manhattan. Some people who worked there regarded it as an eyesore and a danger and petitioned to have it removed. A hearing was held to consider arguments pro and con, after which the G.S.A. decided in favor of removal.



Dismayed and infuriated, Mr. Serra sued the government to keep the work in place, vowing that he would leave the country if it were dismantled. He lost his suit, and "Tilted Arc" was 
taken down in March 1989
. But he continued to be based in New York.



And yet as the single curved planes of "Tilted Arc" multiplied in subsequent works to create corridors and then grew into the torqued ellipses, spirals and S-shaped double spirals, Mr. Serra's art became increasingly popular. People lined up around the block to see his epic New York gallery shows, especially in the Gagosian Gallery's yawning space on West 24th Street in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan.



Walking through one of his circling labyrinths, viewers would reach the work's open center, then retrace their steps, awed by its scale and its scarred surfaces (which they could touch) and often comforted by the narrow passages created by its curving, tilting plates of steel. This combination of experiences made for an emotional force that, to Mr. Serra's discomfort, had some critics calling the work expressionistic. But in many ways his sculpture did share something with the Abstract Expressionists, who felt that their large paintings should be experienced up close.




"Torqued Ellipse I," 1996.




Shipyard Memories



Richard  Serra was born on Nov. 2, 1938, in San Francisco, the second of three sons of Tony and Gladys (Fineberg) Serra. His father, an immigrant from the Spanish island of Majorca, worked as a pipe fitter at a San Francisco shipyard during World War II. One of the artist's most vivid memories occurred on his fourth birthday, when his father took him to the shipyard to watch the launching of an enormous tanker.



"All the raw material that I needed is contained in the reserve of this memory, which has become a recurring dream," he later said. Starting when he was 15, Mr. Serra regularly had summer jobs in steel mills in the Bay Area.



His mother, a Russian Jewish immigrant from Odessa, was devoted to reading and to seeing that her sons succeeded.



Mr. Serra drew incessantly from an early age -- in part, he admitted, to compete for his parents' attention with his brilliant, athletic older brother, Tony. Impressed by his drawings, his third-grade teacher told his mother to take him to museums. She began introducing him to people as an artist.



Tony Serra would become a lawyer well known for his left-wing views, for a vow of poverty he took and for defending Huey Newton, co-founder of the Black Panthers, and members of the radical group the Symbionese Liberation Army. (The two brothers did not speak for 25 years, but Richard Serra eventually helped pay for the college expenses of Tony's five children.)



After one year at the University of California, Berkeley,  Mr. Serra transferred to the University of California, Santa Barbara, which he remembered as small and very competitive, "with a lot of verbal sparring back and forth."  He took courses there with Margaret Mead, Aldous Huxley and Christopher Isherwood and majored in English literature while studying art with the painters 
Howard Warshaw
 and 
Rico Lebrun
.



He was planning to continue his literary studies in graduate school when Mr. Warshaw told him he should think about applying to an art school. Mr. Serra sent a group of drawings to Yale and received a scholarship. His classmates there included Mr. Close, the painters 
Brice Marden (who died in August)
 and 
Rackstraw Downes
, and the sculptor 
Nancy Graves
, who became his girlfriend. Among his teachers, he was especially influenced by the painter 
Philip Guston
 and the experimental composer 
Morton Feldman
. He later described the large paintings he made at Yale as "knockoff Pollock-de Koonings."



A Yale travel fellowship followed by a Fulbright grant allowed him to spend two years in Europe with Ms. Graves, who also received a Fulbright. They married in 1964 in Paris, where they became friendly with the composer Philip Glass. In Florence, Italy, after his Velazquez epiphany in Madrid, Mr. Serra began making assemblages that involved stuffed and living animals in cages. His first solo show, titled "Live Animal Habitats," took place at Galleria La Salita in Rome in 1966.



The couple returned to New York the next year, renting a loft in TriBeCa and joining a circle that included Mr. Glass, Mr. Close, the composer Steve Reich, the writer and actor 
Spalding Gray
, the filmmaker 
Michael Snow
 and the artist 
Robert Smithson
. Mr. Serra started a moving company called Low Rate Movers, which employed some of these artists on various jobs.



His marriage to 
Ms. Graves
 ended in 1970, when he fell in love with the video and performance artist Joan Jonas, who was his partner into the mid-1970s. In 1981, he married 
Clara Weyergraf
, a German-born art historian. She is among his survivors. In addition to Tony, Mr. Serra had another brother, 
Rudolph Serra
, also an artist. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available. In addition to Orient, Mr. Serra had a home in Inverness, Nova Scotia.




A Serra work at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art in 2016.




Sculpting With Lead



Mr. Serra's sculpture developed at a ferocious rate in the late 1960s -- progress that was possibly aided by his having had no formal training in the medium to unlearn -- and he emerged at the forefront of Post-Minimalism. In one work after another, he acquainted himself with the basics of sculpture while also testing the capacities of different materials by subjecting them to simple actions or processes.



His approach was especially clear in the 1967 piece "A Lift," a thick rectangular sheet of vulcanized rubber laid on the floor and lifted from the center of one side until it stood in a configuration resembling a tent or a monk's robe.



In addition to rubber, he worked in latex, neon tubing and fiberglass, but his most important early works were made of lead, in solid but pliable sheets or molten.



In 1968, in an important early Post-Minimalist group show staged at the warehouse of the Leo Castelli Gallery on West 108th Street in Manhattan, Mr. Serra caused a sensation with "Splashings," made by throwing molten lead along the juncture of a brick wall and concrete floor. The exhibition also included works by Robert Morris, Alan Saret, Bruce Nauman, Eva Hesse and Keith Sonnier.



Equally well known were Mr. Serra's "prop pieces," in which thick sheets and pole-like rolls of lead held one another up or against the wall in various arrangements; one took the form of an open lean-to cube titled "House of Cards."



In 1970, Mr. Serra helped Mr. Smithson complete his "Spiral Jetty," an earthwork that curled out into the Great Salt Lake in Utah. Later that year, he and Ms. Jonas spent six months in Japan, where he was especially impressed with the gardens of the Myoshinji Zen temple of Kyoto and the way they required "walking and looking." 



By then he had begun working with plates of hot-rolled steel, though he had hesitated at first, because he thought "it was the most traditional material you could use." But then, he said, "I realized that I probably knew more about steel than any artist who had worked with it, and why not use it?" Artists before him, he said, "did not deal with its tectonic potential, its weight, its compression, its mass, its stasis -- that wasn't knowledge that was in the art world." His first efforts in steel reprised some of his lead "prop pieces" -- and looked completely different.




Mr. Serra at the Gagosian Gallery in 2019. Although he mellowed with age, he often seemed slightly coiled, as if ready for a fight. 




Mr. Serra exhibited his first steel-plate piece, "Strike," in 1971. It consisted of an 8-foot-by-24-foot piece wedged into a corner that was holding it upright, jutting toward the center of the gallery. At the 1972 Documenta art festival in Kassel, Germany, he showed "Circuit," which made the same use of all four corners of a gallery.



In about 1980, he discovered that steel plates could be self-supporting and tilted if curved. His first efforts using this method included "Tilted Arc." In works like 
"Clara Clara,"
 from 1983, he began to explore the possibilities of using two or more plates. These led to his sinuous spiral and double spiral arrangements, which did not so much contain space as set it flowing -- along with the viewer -- through their curving, leaning corridors. Viewers might feel they were walking beside a sleeping whale, if not inside one.



Starting in the early years of his career, Mr. Serra had scores of exhibitions in galleries and museums in the United States and abroad, some of them devoted to the drawings, prints and films he also made. He had two large retrospectives at the Museum of Modern Art in New York: "Richard Serra/Sculptor" in 1986 and 
"Richard Serra Sculpture: Forty Years" in 2007.



In addition to steel pieces that could be moved, though only with great difficulty, he executed many commissions for permanent works in both urban and nonurban settings, beginning in 1970 with one on the grounds of a country house owned by Emily Rauh and Joseph Pulitzer Jr. outside St. Louis. His work was especially popular in Germany, where there are nine cities with public sculptures.



One of his last commissions was completed in 2014 in the Qatari desert: 
"East-West/West-East,"
 for the Brouq Nature Reserve, a public park on a peninsula 40 miles from Doha, the capital of Qatar. The work consists of four tall standing steel plates that span a kilometer of desert flanked by low gypsum bluffs. The plates' tops are all the same height regardless of the level of the ground, which changes to such an extent that the two outer plinths are 55 feet high and the two inside ones are only 48 feet high (all are 13 feet wide).



Some years ago, after having a weeping eye repeatedly misdiagnosed, Mr. Serra learned from his doctors that he had cancer of the tear duct in his left eye. He was told that the remedy was simple -- they would have to remove the eye -- but that the prognosis was good. Typically undaunted and determined not to compromise his vision or his work as an artist, Mr. Serra declined the surgery.



Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.
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Russia Amps Up Online Campaign Against Ukraine Before U.S. Elections



Moscow has found better ways to conceal influence operations that spread arguments for isolationism, officials and experts say.




A Ukrainian soldier after loading shells into an American-made Paladin howitzer near Bakhmut last year. Russian operatives are laying the groundwork for what could be a stronger push to support U.S. candidates who oppose aiding Ukraine.




By Julian E. Barnes and David E. Sanger


Mar 27, 2024


Russia has intensified its online efforts to derail military funding for Ukraine in the United States and Europe, largely by using harder-to-trace technologies to amplify arguments for isolationism ahead of the U.S. elections, according to disinformation experts and intelligence assessments.



In recent days, intelligence agencies have warned that Russia has found better ways to hide its influence operations, and the 
Treasury Department issued sanctions
 last week against two Russian companies that it said supported the Kremlin's campaign.



The stepped-up operations, run by aides to President Vladimir V. Putin and Russian military intelligence agencies, come at a critical moment in the debate in the United States over support for Ukraine in its war against Russia. While opposition to additional aid may have started without Russian influence, the Kremlin now sees an opportunity.



Russian operatives are laying the groundwork for what could be a stronger push to support candidates who oppose aiding Ukraine, or who call for pulling the United States back from NATO and other alliances, U.S. officials and independent researchers say.



Investigators say that firms working in the "Doppelganger" network -- and Russian intelligence agencies duplicating the tactics -- are using the techniques to replicate and distort legitimate news sites in order to undermine continued aid to Ukraine.



These techniques are subtle and far more skillful than what Russia attempted in 2016, when it made up Facebook posts or tweets in the names of nonexistent Americans, and used them to fuel protests over immigration or other hot-button issues.



The loosely linked "Doppelganger" creates fake versions of real news websites in the United States, Israel, Germany and Japan, among other countries. It often promotes websites previously associated with Russia's military intelligence agency, known as the G.R.U.



The result is that much of the original speech is First Amendment-protected -- say a member of Congress declaring that resources being sent to Ukraine should instead be used to patrol the southern border of the United States. But the amplification is engineered in Russia or by Russian influencers.



Mr. Putin has given responsibility for a growing number of influence operations to a key lieutenant, Sergei Kiriyenko, according to American and European officials. The Treasury Department last Wednesday imposed sanctions on people associated with Mr. Kiriyenko's operations.



Researchers at Alethea, an anti-disinformation company, have identified a group affiliated with the G.R.U. that is using hard-to-detect techniques to spread similar messages on social media. A 
report by Alethea
 echoed a recent assessment by American intelligence agencies that said Russia would continue to "better hide their hand" while conducting influence operations.



"The network demonstrates an evolution of Russian objectives with their information operations," Lisa Kaplan, the firm's founder and chief executive, said in an interview. "Where the Russians previously sought to sow chaos, now they appear to be singularly focused on influencing democracies to elect candidates that do not support sending aid to Ukraine -- which in turn supports isolationist, protectionist candidates and policies."



"This long-term strategy, if effective, would result in reduced support for Ukraine globally," she said.



American officials note, however, that these techniques make identifying -- and calling out -- Russian operations particularly difficult. 



In the 2016 election, the Internet Research Agency, a Russian troll farm that waged information warfare against the United States, spewed out thousands of social media posts, pretending they were from Americans. By the 2020 election, the National Security Agency learned how to disrupt the operations inside Russia.



Moscow moved to shut down the Internet Research Agency after its founder, Yevgeny V. Prigozhin, staged a short-lived mutiny against the Russian military last year. People affiliated with the group remain active. But U.S. officials and experts say it is no longer the main Russian influence effort.



"The Internet Research Agency in many ways was just a place holder for what became a much more expansive information effort in traditional media and social media," said Clint Watts, the general manager of Microsoft's Threat Analysis Center.



The latest efforts are more directly controlled by the Kremlin. Before the Treasury sanctions last week, the State Department 
outlined what it said were efforts by the two Russian companies
, the Social Design Agency, a public relations company, and Structura National Technologies, an information technology firm, to create disinformation campaigns.



American intelligence agencies do not believe the Kremlin has begun its full-bore influence effort. Mr. Putin will probably shift at some point from the anti-Ukraine messaging to influence operations that more directly support the candidacy of former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee.




President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia argues that the United States has sought to influence Russian politics, including the presidential election this month.




Mr. Putin is not likely to order a major effort in the presidential election until after the party conventions this summer, officials and experts said.



"What we've observed is the Russians, and a number of other adversarial countries, thinking about how and when they might influence the election," said Jim Himes, Democrat of Connecticut and a senior member of the House Intelligence Committee.



Mr. Putin argues that the United States has sought to influence Russian politics, including the presidential election this month, in which he was, unsurprisingly, 
re-elected by an overwhelming margin
. It is not clear how much Mr. Putin regards U.S. sanctions issued after the death of the opposition leader Aleksei A. Navalny as a kind of interference in his politics.



"Putin believes in his heart that we meddle in his elections," Mr. Himes said. "Things like contact with dissident groups or amplifying Navalny's message. Putin sees all of that as interference on the part of the U.S. He regards things like senators and congressmen criticizing his election as election interference."



The Russian activity captivating American attention is not limited to influence operations. Russia's S.V.R., the intelligence agency that was most active in the 2016 election and that was behind the "SolarWinds" hack that gained entry to scores of government agencies and major American companies, has been in a monthslong attack on Microsoft. The effort appears aimed at gaining access to emails and corporate data.



And U.S. officials say that ransomware attacks continue to surge from Russian territory.



A wave of such attacks prompted President Biden and Mr. Putin's only leader-to-leader summit, in 2021. An effort to work together on stemming those attacks collapsed as Russia's invasion of Ukraine began the next year. Today, the hacking campaigns reap millions of dollars for criminal groups, while often serving the Kremlin's agenda of disrupting American health care, government services and utilities.



In their annual threat assessment, the intelligence agencies said that Russia was trying to sow discord among voters in the United States and its allies around the world, and that the war in Ukraine "will continue to feature heavily in its messaging."



"Moscow views U.S. elections as opportunities and has conducted influence operations for decades," the intelligence report said. "Russia is contemplating how U.S. electoral outcomes in 2024 could impact Western support to Ukraine and probably will attempt to affect the elections in ways that best support its interests and goals."



Russia is likely to be the most active foreign power seeking to influence the presidential election, though China and Iran have also stepped up their efforts, Mr. Himes said.



"It's important to remember that the nature of election meddling is very different when you're talking about the Russians," Mr. Himes said. "The Russians are orders of magnitude more intense and more focused on what we've seen from the Chinese, Iranians and others."



After the 2016 vote, Democrats and Republicans fiercely debated whether Mr. Putin simply wanted to create chaos in the American electorate or actively supported Mr. Trump. The intelligence agencies concluded in that election, and in 2020, that Russia sought to bolster Mr. Trump.



Intelligence agencies believe the Russian government again favors Mr. Trump's election, largely because of his skepticism about aid to Ukraine. But how explicitly Russian influence operations will support Mr. Trump or denigrate Mr. Biden is unknown, according to American officials.
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Inside the Garrick, the Elite Men-Only London Club Rocked by Criticism



Founded in 1831, the opulent private club has long guarded its membership list closely. A leak this month caused a scandal.




The Garrick Club in London's theater district counts among its roughly 1,300 members judges, actors, Britain's deputy prime minister and King Charles III.




By Mark Landler


Mar 27, 2024


On a side street in Covent Garden stands an imposing palazzo-style building, strangely out of place amid the burger joints and neon marquees of London's theater district. It houses the Garrick Club, one of Britain's oldest men's clubs, and on any given weekday, a lunch table in its baronial dining room is one of the hottest tickets in town.



A visitor lucky enough to cadge an invitation from a member might end up in the company of a Supreme Court justice, the master of an Oxford college or the editor of a London newspaper. The odds are that person would be a man. Women are excluded from membership in the Garrick and permitted only as guests, a long-simmering source of tension that has recently erupted into a full-blown furor.



After The Guardian, a London newspaper, put a 
fresh spotlight
 on the Garrick's men-only policy, naming and shaming some of its rarefied members from a leaked membership list, two senior British government officials resigned from the club: Richard Moore, the chief of the Secret Intelligence Service, and 
Simon Case
, the cabinet secretary, who oversees nearly half a million public employees.



Only days earlier, under questioning at a Parliamentary hearing, Mr. Case defended his membership by saying he was trying to reform an "antediluvian" institution from within rather "than chuck rocks from the outside," a line that provoked derisory laughs. Mr. Moore's membership seemed at odds with his efforts to bring more racial and gender diversity to the British spy agency, known as MI6.



Now, the club's 1,300 members are debating the future of the Garrick over lamb chops in the dining room, after-dinner drinks in the lounge under the main staircase and in a WhatsApp group, where they swap fretful messages about the latest developments. Some welcome the pressure to admit women as long overdue; others lament that doing so would forever change the character of the place.




Simon Case, center, the head of the civil service, at an awards ceremony in London in 2021. He resigned from the Garrick this month.




"The Garrick Club has an absolute right to decide who its members are," said Simon Jenkins, a columnist at The Guardian and a former editor of The Times of London who is a longtime member. "That said, it is indefensible for any social club these days not to have women as members."



"Judi Dench, for God's sake -- why shouldn't she be a member?" he added.



Or Jude Kelly, an award-winning former theater director. Ms. Kelly, who now runs the charity Women of the World, said that excluding women from membership in the Garrick deprived them of access to an elite social circle where professional opportunities inevitably flowed with the brandy.



"We're in 2024," Ms. Kelly said. "These are incredibly senior people. Many of them are espousing diversity and inclusion in their professional lives. Being on the inside for a long time makes you complicit."



The Garrick Club is not the only private club in London that does not admit women: White's, Boodle's, the Beefsteak Club and the Savile Club are also men only. But what makes the Garrick unique is its star-studded membership list, which ranges across the worlds of politics, law, arts, theater and journalism.



Members, based on The Guardian's leaked list, include the actors Benedict Cumberbatch, Brian Cox and Stephen Fry; Mark Knopfler, the guitarist of the rock band Dire Straits; Paul Smith, the fashion designer; the BBC correspondent John Simpson; Oliver Dowden, Britain's deputy prime minister; and, yes, King Charles III (on an honorary basis).




Richard Moore, the head of MI6, receiving an honor from King Charles III at Windsor Castle in 2023. Both were members of the Garrick Club until Mr. Moore recently resigned.




The boldfaced names have lent the dispute extra piquancy, especially since many of them would seem the kind of bien-pensant progressives who would abhor any kind of discriminatory policy. Indeed, Mr. Cox, Mr. Fry and Mr. Simpson are among those who have come out publicly in favor of admitting women.



The last time the members voted on the question, in 2015, a slender majority -- 50.5 percent -- said they supported it. But the club's bylaws require a two-thirds majority to change the policy on membership, and a new vote, if it were scheduled, would not be held until the summer. A club official declined to comment on the matter.



For all the misgivings that members have about not admitting women, some predict they would still fail to reach the two-thirds threshold. The dispute has, perhaps inevitably, turned bitter, pitting a handful of committed campaigners against a larger, older group, many of whom are fine with women as guests but are reluctant to rock a boat that has sailed grandly since 1831.



In New York City, private clubs like the Union League and the Century Association began admitting women in the 1980s, often under the pressure of legal judgments. But in London, where clubs like the Garrick are more zealous about being social rather than professional networking institutions, defenders argue that the case for preserving male-only membership is more justifiable.




The Century Association in New York, pictured in 2011, began admitting women in the 1980s.




These members say they go to the Garrick to drink wine, unwind and enjoy themselves. They crack jokes they wouldn't make in mixed company. They are not allowed to conduct business; even pulling papers out of a briefcase is looked down upon.



Some dismissed it as a tempest in a teapot. Jonathan Sumption, a lawyer and former justice in the Supreme Court, said he supported the admission of women, but added that those who opposed it were entitled to their opinion.



"The Garrick Club is not a public body and the whole issue is too unimportant to make a fuss of," Mr. Sumption said. "It is still a pretty good club."



Mr. Jenkins, the columnist, agreed, suggesting that some of the news coverage had caricatured the Garrick as a vaguely sinister place where men gather to plot against women. Women, he said, were welcome at the communal table in the dining room, perhaps the club's most hallowed place.



The only room off limits to women is the members' lounge, known as Under the Stairs, where men gather after dinner. Yet, as Ms. Kelly and other women note, the most valuable relationships are often formed in such informal settings.



To that extent, the Garrick is different from White's, an even more exclusive men's club in St. James's, where Queen Elizabeth II was the only woman ever invited as a guest. When President Donald J. Trump's ambassador to Britain, Robert Wood Johnson IV, 
held lunches there
 with his senior staff, he could not invite his own political counselor because she was a woman. Female employees at the embassy complained to the State Department, and he was urged to end the practice.



But White's and its old-line, Conservative-friendly brethren "tend to be high Tory places, where the question wouldn't arise," said Alan Rusbridger, a former editor of The Guardian, who resigned from the Garrick more than a decade ago.



"The Garrick membership is more a mix of actors, journalists and lawyers," he said. "Thus, it's a more pertinent question."
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Critic's Notebook



NBC's Ronna McDaniel Hire Wasn't Politics, or TV, as Usual



The deal with a former R.N.C. chair who enabled election deniers risked the credibility of NBC News -- and ended up pleasing no one.




Ronna McDaniel, the former chair of the Republican National Committee, was hired and then fired by NBC News, after on-air protest by its anchors.




By James Poniewozik


Mar 27, 2024


For the past week the best drama on NBC -- apologies to Dick Wolf -- has been in the news department.



On Friday, NBC News announced that it was hiring Ronna McDaniel, the former chairwoman of the Republican National Committee, as a political analyst. By Sunday morning, Kristen Welker was grilling Ms. McDaniel on "Meet the Press," after which the former host Chuck Todd told his successor on-air that their bosses "owe you an apology." By Monday morning, the hosts of MSNBC's "Morning Joe" condemned the hire. By Monday night, MSNBC's Rachel Maddow 
likened
 it to hiring "a mobster to work at a D.A.'s office."



And by Tuesday, Ms. McDaniel 
was officially out
 as an NBC News contributor, having lasted not even a half-
Scaramucci
.



Not long ago, a TV news outlet 
hiring
 a former political bigwig might have occasioned grumbling from members of the other party, critiques from journalism watchdogs or anonymous griping among the staff. But it happened, and life went on. This kind of full-on, on-air revolt was something else -- because Ms. McDaniel's hiring was something else.



The fiasco at NBC was in part a sign of how media outlets are struggling to cover politics in unusual times. But it was also a battle over how willing they should be to normalize ideas and actions that, in the post-Jan. 6 era, go well beyond politics as usual.



The staff rebellion over Ms. McDaniel, after all, was not about her views on entitlement reform or health-care policy. It was about her statements and actions around the attempts to overturn the 2020 election. Throughout November and December of 2020, 
she supported
 former President Trump's efforts to throw out the election results to stay in office, and at one point in the effort called Michigan election officials to ask them to delay certifying the state's results.



And although she didn't back Mr. Trump's most far-fetched election-theft scenarios, she continued to say, as in a 
2023 interview with Chris Wallace
, that she didn't think President Biden "won it fair." (Doing damage control in her interview with Ms. Welker, she called Mr. Biden "the legitimate president.")



By hiring Ms. McDaniel, NBC may not have endorsed those claims and acts. But it sent the message that they don't disqualify you from getting a six-figure deal to offer hot takes on TV.



Networks will sometimes hire former political insiders for reasons of access; a CBS executive 
cited this
 as a motive for the network's controversial 2022 hire of the former Trump official Mick Mulvaney. Sometimes the motive can be optics and public image: Networks worry about allegations and perceptions of bias, and after all, conservatives watch "NCIS" and "Law & Order" too.



For its part, NBC News has said that it brought on Ms. McDaniel for journalistic reasons; a network executive said upon announcing the hire that she would offer "an insider's perspective on national politics and the future of the Republican Party."



And yes, news organizations have an obligation to help viewers understand the world, even if it means hearing from people they don't like. That applies even to outlets like MSNBC that have a particular political leaning -- knowing thy enemy sometimes means listening to thy enemy.



That's what interviews are for! But TV news has long been a revolving door for former politicos -- Michael Steele, Donna Brazile, Sarah Palin, Jen Psaki and so on -- a practice that deserves 
skepticism
 in itself. Can you really rely on well-connected partisans to give you unvarnished analysis about their once and perhaps future colleagues? Would viewers be better served by news networks' seeking out a wide range of voices than hearing predictable takes from regular panelists? Isn't it better to leave the reputation-laundering to 
"Dancing With the Stars"
?



More important, though, is the question of whether McDaniel is in the same category as those past hires. Which is to say: Is election denialism -- and not just denialism but overt steps toward overturning a legitimate election -- now just another political hot topic that reasonable people can disagree on, like tax rates or energy policy?



It would make life easier if it were, not just for NBC but for every news outlet trying to keep the facts straight while trying to cover a political movement whose leader has put 
an election lie
 at the center of its belief system. Actions like hiring Ms. McDaniel can read like a kind of willful denial, an attempt to wish back into existence a political normalcy that no longer exists.



Yet the base-line job of TV news remains to favor true things over false ones. Another is to put people on the air that viewers can trust. Political contributors might have opinions and preferences, but they should at least shoot straight.



But Ms. McDaniel, when interviewed on "Meet the Press," gave a novel explanation for enabling Mr. Trump's election-theft fantasies: She never believed them in the first place. "When you're the R.N.C. chair, you kind of take one for the whole team, right?" she said. "Now I get to be a little more myself."



Well, that's good to know! But if Ms. McDaniel was willing to be a little less herself to keep a job then -- when what she said might have mattered -- why wouldn't she be just as willing to say anything to keep this job now?



Maybe saying what you don't believe in order to get ahead is an excusable quality in a party bureaucracy. In a good news organization, it's a sign that you should look for another line of work.
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Has China Lost Its Taste for the iPhone?



Apple has deep ties in the country, its second-largest market. But there are signs that Chinese consumers are becoming a harder sell.




A transit station in Shanghai this month. While iPhone sales in China fell 24 percent early this year, sales by the domestic giant Huawei rose 64 percent.




By Meaghan Tobin, Alexandra Stevenson and Tripp Mickle


Mar 25, 2024


For years, Apple dominated the market for high-end smartphones in China. No other company made a device that could compete with the iPhone's performance -- or its position as a status object in the eyes of wealthy, cosmopolitan shoppers.



But evidence is mounting that, for many in China, the iPhone no longer holds the appeal it used to. During the first six weeks of the year, historically a peak season for Chinese shoppers to spring for a new phone, 
iPhone sales fell 24 percent
 from a year earlier, according to Counterpoint Research, which analyzes the smartphone market.



Meanwhile, sales for one of Apple's longstanding Chinese rivals, Huawei, surged 64 percent.



It's a challenging time for Apple. Analysts say its latest product, a $3,500 virtual reality headset released in February, is still 
years away
 from gaining mainstream appeal. This month, Apple has taken two regulatory hits: a European Union fine of 
nearly $2 billion
 for anticompetitive music streaming practices and a U.S. government 
lawsuit
 claiming Apple violated antitrust laws.



For a decade, China has been the iPhone's most important market after the United States and accounted for roughly 20 percent of Apple's sales. Now the company's grip on China could be dislodged by a series of factors: a slowdown in consumer 
spending
, growing pressure from Beijing for people to 
shun devices made by U.S. companies
 and the 
resurgence
 of national champion Huawei.



"The golden time for Apple in China is over," said Linda Sui, a senior director at TechInsights, a market research firm. One of the biggest reasons is the rising tension between the United States and China over trade and technology, Ms. Sui said. Without a significant lessening of geopolitical stress, it will be difficult for Apple to retain its position.




Customers lined up to buy the new iPhone 15 at an Apple Store in Shanghai in September.





The release of the iPhone 15 did not evoke the same enthusiasm that previous iPhone releases did, analysts said.




"It's not just about consumers," Ms. Sui said. "It's about the big picture, the two superpowers competing with each other -- that's a fundamental thing behind the whole shift."



Few American companies have more to lose from these heightened tensions than Apple, whose newest handset, the iPhone 15, went on sale in September. It is the first iPhone line to feature a titanium frame and include an action button that can be programmed to take photos or turn on the flashlight.



"Five years ago, Apple had really strong branding in China -- people would bring tents to wait through the whole night outside the Apple Store for the next product launch," said Lucas Zhong, a Shanghai-based analyst at Canalys, a market research firm. "The iPhone 15 launch wasn't nearly as popular."



Six months later, Apple has plastered billboards across cities like Shanghai, reminding residents they can still buy an iPhone 15 nearby. Similar promotions helped the iPhone account for four of the six top-selling smartphones in China in the final three months of last year, the company said during a call with Wall Street analysts. But the prominent advertising did not persuade Jason Li, 22, to visit the Apple Store on Nanjing East Road, in the heart of Shanghai's shopping district, when he needed to replace his iPhone 13 Pro Max.



Instead, Mr. Li went to the Huawei flagship store directly across the street, where he contemplated the Mate 60 Pro.



"I don't want to use iOS anymore," he said, referring to the iPhone's operating system. "It's a bit stale."



Apple declined to comment.




Advertising that Apple has placed across cities like Shanghai reminds residents that they can still buy an iPhone 15.




For some in China, buying a phone has become a political statement. Debates over whether using an iPhone is disrespectful to Chinese tech companies or akin to handing personal data over to the U.S. government have erupted online. Last year, employees at some Chinese government agencies reported being told 
not to use iPhones for work
.



These directives surfaced less than two weeks after 
Huawei unveiled the Mate 60 Pro
, a smartphone equipped with the company's own operating system and a computer chip more advanced than had previously been made in China.



Huawei released the device in the final days of a trip to China by 
Gina M. Raimondo
, the U.S. commerce secretary. Chinese commentators and state media heralded it as a triumph for Huawei in the face of Washington's attempts to restrict the company from developing just such technology.



The Mate 60 Pro was an immediate sensation. Its boost to Huawei's sales carried over into the first six weeks of this year, when the company claimed the second-largest share of the smartphone market, up to 17 percent from 9 percent a year earlier, according to data from Counterpoint.



"Today, holding the Mate 60 series gives people a feeling like they had many years ago if someone saw them holding an iPhone on the street," said Ivan Lam, a senior analyst at Counterpoint Research in Hong Kong. This is especially true for people over 35, the age group that buys the most smartphones, he said.



China's smartphone market is divided up by a number of companies. The domestic brands Vivo, Oppo and Xiaomi jostle with Apple and Huawei for the largest pieces.




Huawei's new Mate 60 Pro phone "gives people a feeling like they had many years ago if someone saw them holding an iPhone on the street," an analyst said.





A Huawei store in Shanghai. The company's new operating system has been a draw for Chinese shoppers.




Apple started selling iPhones in China in 2009.
 
The last time it was 
losing ground to Huawei
, in 2019, the Trump administration inadvertently extended Apple a lifeline by restricting 
U.S. technology firms from dealing with Huawei
. Google, which makes the Android operating system, and several semiconductor companies cut off their support of the Chinese smartphone maker.



As Huawei struggled, Apple rebounded. In 2022, its share of phones sold in China rose to 22 percent, from 9 percent in 2019, according to Counterpoint. Apple reported record revenue of $74 billion from the region during its fiscal year ending in September 2022.



But the restrictions also forced Huawei to develop its own wireless chip and operating system, resulting in the technology behind the Mate 60 Pro. The operating system has been a draw for Chinese shoppers, and many of China's biggest tech companies have made apps exclusively for it, further walling off users from platforms used outside China.



Huawei's innovation has made Apple's latest models appear stodgy by comparison. And as China's economy has struggled to rebound from the Covid pandemic, many consumers are hesitant to spend on what feels like an incremental upgrade. The owners of about 125 million out of 215 million iPhones in China have not upgraded to newer devices in the last three years, according to Daniel Ives, an Apple analyst at Wedbush Securities.



Apple has responded to the challenges in China. Its chief executive, Tim Cook, has traveled to the country and visited Apple's suppliers. Last week, he attended the splashy opening of 
an Apple Store
 near Shanghai's Jing'an Temple -- the company's eighth store in Shanghai and 57th in China -- to a crowd of Apple fans. The company also said it was 
expanding its research and development labs in Shanghai
. 




With a recent opening, Apple now has eight stores in Shanghai and 57 in China.




But for some shoppers, Apple's efforts have been overshadowed by Washington's approach to the company's Chinese rival.



While waiting at the Genius Bar for help with his ailing iPhone 12 at the Apple Store on Nanjing East Road in Shanghai, Chi Miaomiao, 38, said he had recently bought Huawei's Mate 60 Pro as his second phone. He was drawn to Huawei after its chief financial officer, Meng Wanzhou, was arrested by the Canadian authorities in 2018 at the request of the United States, which accused her of misleading banks about Huawei's business in Iran. Ms. Meng's detention set off a flood of support in China, where many saw her as a hostage.



"Huawei is our own brand, and because of this political incident, I think we Chinese should be united," Mr. Chi said.



Upstairs on the Apple sales floor, Li Bin, 23, and two friends debated the latest iPhone models. Huawei and Apple were nearly comparable in quality, Mr. Li said, and though he thought the iPhone was slightly better, it was also more expensive.



"I may switch to an iPhone," Mr. Li said, "when I get richer in the future."



Li You
 and 
Zixu Wang
 contributed research.
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Critic's Pick



Review: A New Dance at Trisha Brown Examines the Act of a Fall



The Trisha Brown Dance Company returned to the Joyce Theater with an enthralling premiere by the French choreographer Noe Soulier.




Members of the Trisha Brown Dance Company in Noe Soulier's "In the Fall," which premiered on Tuesday at the Joyce Theater.




By Gia Kourlas


Mar 27, 2024


As the Trisha Brown Dance Company continues on without Trisha Brown -- the great postmodern choreographer 
who died in 2017
 -- the group has staged works on and off the proscenium stage, and even relocated her works 
to a beach
.



But a company can only get so far with its founding choreographer's dances. It has entered the inevitable phase of needing to commission new works, and for its latest season at the Joyce Theater, which began on Tuesday, the group tapped the French choreographer Noe Soulier to create a premiere, 
its second by someone other than Brown.



Soulier's "In the Fall" is part of a season dedicated to 
Steve Paxton
, who died last month. In the new work, Soulier presents a finely wrought response to Brown's vocabulary, deconstructed painstakingly as he places it under a microscope.



"In the Fall," created with the support of Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels and others, features eight dancers in all, wearing separates in blue, yellow or red, designed by Kaye Voyce. The performers periodically show up at the same time, but even when they do, it is still a stage of individuals. The stark lighting, by Victor Burel and Soulier, makes them glimmer like jewels seen from a distance in a cave.




Burr Johnson, left, and Ashley Merker in "In the Fall."




At first, two dancers are highlighted, Ashley Merker and Burr Johnson, each in blue and moving with ample space in between them as they navigate a darkened stage. Their bodies slowly morph and deepen into shapes and balances, and they succumb to gravity. It's not fast and furious but initiated, seemingly, by a deep internal pull.



The dancers aren't outwardly showy, yet they are dramatic, with matter-of-fact, glacial clarity. In contrast with the willowy fluidity of Brown's movement, which brushes and tickles the air with seemingly unrestrained looseness, Soulier organizes bodies carefully, segment by segment. His idea of a fall is one of everlasting motion; it trickles out of the body not as much to collapse as to crumble, leaving behind pools of flesh.



Soulier, who is the director of the Centre National de Danse Contemporaine in Angers, France -- one of that country's government-supported choreographic centers -- studied Brown's vocabulary and repertoire as a student at 
the Performing Arts Research and Training Studios
 in Brussels. In a program note for the Joyce, he writes that while Brown "reveals the fundamental forces at work in the body," he explores "inorganic transitions, the gap between intention and gesture, effort and contraction."



But as "In the Fall" attests, there is an inner and outer force for both. While movement has a way of melting off bodies in Brown's work, Soulier, in his way of slowing things down, demonstrates an order and logic that echoes the structure binding Brown's ribbonlike flow.



Set to a score by Florian Hecker, in which environmental sounds wash over the stage evoking sprinklers and distant traffic, Soulier's dance moves through solos and duets that feel like personal contests of control and dimension. It builds to a place of speed -- bodies turn more turbulent as they rise and fall -- before settling into its earlier pace, in which Johnson, repeating an image, uses his length to incredible effect as he balances on one foot with the other bent backward. His knees remain close as he folds over with his arms straight behind him until he rounds over so deeply that this torso twists into a fall.




Jennifer Payan, left, and Cecily Campbell in "Glacial Decoy," with designs by Robert Rauschenberg.




This premiere was joined by two of Brown's works, the masterpiece "Glacial Decoy" (1979), featuring visual design and costumes by Robert Rauschenberg, and "Working Title" (1985), set to music by Peter Zummo. In that second, playful work, a brighter, more connected foray into solos and duets, Brown used its phrases, which pushed the dancers' physical limits, as a choreographic resource. (One iteration of the dance features a performer lifted into the air by a harness -- Brown was transfixed with the idea of flying -- but the Joyce production omits it.)



On Tuesday, "Working Title" was an opportunity to study its dancers, including the alluring Jennifer Payan, who imparts an exciting rag doll precision to all of her parts, and Amanda Kmett'Pendry, a former company member filling in for an ill dancer, whose artistry is imbued with ease.



And here, the elegant Catherine Kirk found more softness in Brown's movement. In a solo, her long limbs became liquid while still on high alert as she made a mad dash into a back wing. It was glorious, bringing to life Brown's program note about the dance: "If you're going fast, you just have to pick where you place your feet."



In "Glacial Decoy," Brown's first collaboration with Rauschenberg and her first proscenium work, four women -- a fifth enters later -- wear the artist's long, diaphanous dresses that make them look as if they're floating. They slide back and forth in choreography that, at first, has them curling in from either side of the stage. It's sly, purposely trippy: How many dancers 
are
 there?



All the while, Rauschenberg's images of Americana slide by, too. Black-and-white photographs -- a tree with a string tied around it, a single lightbulb, a bicycle seat -- provide stunning contrast as everyday life, much of it dusty and summertime hot, brushes up against gliding and ghostly female forms. "Glacial Decoy" remains the marvel it always has been.



Trisha Brown Dance Company



Through Sunday at the Joyce Theater, Manhattan; 
joyce.org
.
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The Broad Museum, a Los Angeles Favorite, Is Expanding



An expansion designed by Diller, Scofidio + Renfro will add 55,000 square feet to an institution that has become a popular Los Angeles destination.




A rendering of the planned expansion of the Broad, as seen from Hope Street, with the original honeycomb building visible behind it.




By Robin Pogrebin


Mar 27, 2024


The 
Broad
, the free contemporary art collection that has become one of the most popular museums in Los Angeles since it opened in 2015, is expanding, officials said on Wednesday.



Building on its success, 
the Broad
 -- housed in a striking white honeycomb structure on Grand Avenue across from Walt Disney Concert Hall -- is putting up a 55,000-square-foot addition that will be designed by its original architects, Diller, Scofidio + Renfro. It plans to open before the 2028 Summer Olympics, which are being held in Los Angeles.



The project will continue the legacy of the museum's founder, 
Eli Broad
, a businessman and philanthropist who sought to reinvigorate downtown Los Angeles with arts and culture, who died in 2021.



"This really doubles down on the collecting approach and ultimate mission we have here, which is to build as large an audience for contemporary art as possible," 
Joanne Heyler
, the Broad's founding director and president, said in a recent interview. "That was built into Eli's ethos from the very beginning, and what he said even before we dreamed of opening a museum of our own."



The expansion is expected to cost about $100 million, officials said, and will be privately funded by The Broad Foundations. Mr. Broad and his wife, Edythe, are the institution's sole donors, and both the museum and the collection are supported by an endowment that currently amounts to approximately $1 billion.



"I am happy about the museum's success and especially all the people who've discovered a love of contemporary art at The Broad," Edythe Broad said in a statement. "It's beyond what Eli and I could have hoped for."



The decision to use Diller, Scofidio + Renfro for the addition was strongly influenced by Edythe Broad, who believed that "no one is going to care more about the existing building than the people who designed it," Heyler said.



Elizabeth Diller, the project's lead architect, said she was conceiving of the addition as "a companion" to the original that shares the same "genetic code."




The Broad's striking white honeycomb building on Grand Avenue.




From the moment it opened in 2015, the Broad (pronounced brode) has been a whopping hit. It draws roughly 900,000 visitors a year, many of whom register in advance for its free tickets.



In addition to highly Instagrammable works like 
Robert Therrien's oversized table and chairs
 or 
Jeff Koons' "Tulips" sculpture
, the Broad collection comprises more than 2,000 artworks from the 1950s to the present. The museum's blue-chip roster includes pieces by 200 artists, several of whom are collected in depth, like Cindy Sherman, Roy Lichtenstein, Mark Bradford and Kara Walker.



The museum also collects works by artists who were historically left out of the canon and the market. Fourteen out of the 16 artists added to its collection since 2021 are people of color.



The Broad has played an important role in the revitalization of downtown Los Angeles, but it is unclear what impact the Broad's expansion will have on the Museum of Contemporary Art across the street, which has 
struggled
 in recent years.



The expansion will be built on property owned by the museum, extending west from the existing Broad on Grand Street along 2nd Street to Hope Street.



The design for the extension builds on the architects' original "veil and vault" theme for the building -- with a white textured exterior veil that envelopes a sculptural gray core containing art storage, the vault. The expansion will invert that visual vocabulary, with an exterior that echoes the vault.



The new building will feature new galleries on the first, second and third floors, increasing the Broad's gallery space by 70 percent. Connecting two new galleries are two open-air courtyards, which may have outdoor sculpture.



"I felt that you had to have a moment of respite before you entered something else," Diller said.




A rendering of a future gallery in the expanded Broad.




The courtyards are part of an effort "to do something different" with the expansion, Heyler said. "We knew from the outset that just super sizing the existing building was not the way to go."



There is also a live performance space that will be visible from the street and a second-floor art storage vault where visitors can move among racks of paintings.



With the addition, the Broad hopes to continue its effort to provide a more casual kind of museum experience, exemplified by the absence of a traditional information desk and the introduction of digital tickets.



"My hope is that visitors feel that the museum is theirs to discover," Heyler said.



The expansion will not only enable the Broad to display more of the art it has in storage, but also to accommodate a collection that continues to grow.



"One thing that is important for me to communicate is that we are collecting present tense," Heyler said, "with a long horizon of collecting to come."
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Obama, Fearing Biden Loss to Trump, Is on the Phone to Strategize



The former president and the current one are now on the same page about Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s political future. It was not always that way.




Former President Barack Obama with President Biden at a rally for Democratic candidates in 2022. Mr. Obama has grave concerns over what is at stake should Mr. Biden lose his re-election effort.




By Katie Rogers


Mar 26, 2024


As the election approaches, President Biden is making regular calls to former President Barack Obama to catch up on the race or to talk about family. But Mr. Obama is making calls of his own to Jeffrey D. Zients, the White House chief of staff, and to top aides at the Biden campaign to strategize and relay advice.



This level of engagement illustrates Mr. Obama's support for Mr. Biden, but also what one of his senior aides characterized as Mr. Obama's grave concern that Mr. Biden could lose to former President Donald J. Trump. The aide, who was not authorized to speak publicly, said that Mr. Obama has "always" been worried about a Biden loss. And so, the aide added, he is prepared to "eke it out" alongside his former vice president in an election that could come down to slim margins in a handful of states.



Perhaps for the first time, the two are on the same page about Mr. Biden's future. In a sign of things to come, they are to appear together, with former President Bill Clinton, at a major fund-raiser for the Biden campaign at Radio City Music Hall in New York on Thursday.



It was not always this way.



In 2015, as Mr. Biden was grieving the loss of his eldest son, Beau, and contemplating running for the presidency, it was Mr. Obama who gently suggested that it was not his time. In a memoir, "Promise Me, Dad," Mr. Biden wrote that Mr. Obama told him that if he "could appoint anyone to be president for the next eight years," it would have been Mr. Biden. The vice president wrote that "the mere possibility of a presidential campaign, which Beau wanted, gave us purpose and hope -- a way to defy the fates."



But after discussing the stakes with Mr. Obama, he took himself out of contention and stepped aside for Hillary Clinton, seen by the Obama White House as the far stronger candidate. The decision bred distrust and lasting resentment among some of Mr. Biden's aides. Several of them work in the White House today, and they believe that Mr. Obama and his advisers sidelined Mr. Biden, whom they think could have changed the course of history and beaten Mr. Trump in 2016.



In 2019, when Mr. Biden entered the race against then-President Trump, Mr. Obama withheld his endorsement until after the Democratic primary, though he 
privately worked
 to clear a path for Mr. Biden. He also gave his blessing for the Biden campaign to use their interactions in the Obama White House in campaign materials, including footage of when Mr. Obama 
surprised his vice president
 with the Presidential Medal of Freedom shortly before leaving office.



In the 16 years since their first campaign together, the relationship has been defined by its odd-couple characteristics: The Harvard-trained professor and the guy from Scranton. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee chairman who went on to serve a former junior member. The cool head and the Irish temper.




The relationship between Mr. Biden and Mr. Obama has been defined by its odd-couple characteristics.




It took Mr. Obama time to warm to Mr. Biden, who was brought on as the Washington elder to help the exciting but inexperienced young president-to-be. Mr. Biden struggled with being second-in-command from the moment he joined the ticket.



The Obama brain trust, Mr. Biden and his allies felt, had no interest in taking strategic advice or additional requests from Mr. Biden, who had lost two prior presidential primary campaigns. On occasion, members of the Biden team -- including Mr. Biden himself -- groused about his second-class treatment by the Obama team, an elite and Ivy-educated machine.



One former campaign official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, recalled a moment of drawing the former vice president's ire. After being asked to sign off on a statement on immigration policy, Mr. Biden snapped: "You mean the one I've had for 25 years? Or this guy's?"



Over time the two jelled, with Mr. Biden leveraging his relationships on Capitol Hill to help steer a massive stimulus package through Congress in the Great Recession and to push the Affordable Care Act over the finish line. He famously congratulated Mr. Obama as the president signed the health bill into law, whispering "Mr. President, this is a big deal" with an inserted adjective not suited for national television.



The two were not aligned on everything. Mr. Biden was vehemently against Mr. Obama's decision to send more American troops to Afghanistan in 2009, a disagreement that would become a focal point for Robert K. Hur, the special counsel who investigated the president's 
handling of classified documents
. A classified and handwritten document memo Mr. Biden sent to Mr. Obama on Afghanistan had been found at Mr. Biden's residence in Delaware by investigators.



In a 
lengthy interview
 last October with Mr. Hur, Mr. Biden hinted at their opposites-attract dynamic during a portion of the discussion that was meant to probe how often and in what manner he spoke with other senators about sensitive matters, including the Iran nuclear deal.



"The bad joke is, with President Obama, I would always say to him: Mr. President, all politics is personal," Mr. Biden said at one point, explaining to Mr. Hur why he regularly invited senators to breakfast at the vice president's residence.



Mr. Biden never explained the joke, but his recollection of the advice he gave to Mr. Obama highlighted a major difference between the two men, at least as far as Mr. Biden was concerned -- he had nurtured relationships on Capitol Hill, something Mr. Obama had comparatively little interest in doing.



Aides to Mr. Biden say their relationship morphed from friendly to almost familial after Beau Biden died. When Mr. Obama delivered a eulogy for Beau in June 2015, the president looked down from the dais and told Mr. Biden that he and his family were "honorary members" of the Biden clan.



"And the Biden family rule applies: We're always here for you, we always will be -- my word as a Biden," Mr. Obama said, a moment that has been described by people close to Mr. Biden as a major turning point for the president, who was stunned by Mr. Obama's publicly affectionate remarks.




Mr. Biden, Ambassador George J. Mitchell Jr., Mr. Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in the Oval Office in 2009. By 2015, Mr. Obama had decided that Ms. Clinton represented the best chance of extending his agenda.




But during his interview with Mr. Hur, Mr. Biden explained another crucial disconnect: Mr. Obama's differing view on Mr. Biden's political future. Mr. Obama and his advisers had chosen Mr. Biden for his policy experience, but also because he had what the Obama team thought were limited career prospects beyond the vice presidency.



Mr. Biden recalled to Mr. Hur that, while he was pondering a presidential run in 2015, "there were still a lot of people at the time when I got out of the Senate that were encouraging me to run in this period, except the president," he said, a reference to Mr. Obama. "I'm not -- and not a mean thing to say. He just thought that she had a better shot of winning the presidency than I did," a reference to Mrs. Clinton.



People who were in the White House at the time argue that the timeline was not so simple.



"This notion that there was a red carpet available that, you know, Barack Obama blocked is just not based in reality," David Plouffe, a former senior adviser to Mr. Obama, said in an interview. Mr. Plouffe said that Mrs. Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont were already strong contenders for the Democratic nomination when Mr. Biden was considering a run.



"Joe Biden would have run for president for the third time, for the nomination, would not have succeeded, and would have never been president," Mr. Plouffe said.



Still, White House officials and those working for Mr. Obama say that any lingering distrust at the staff level has dissipated, given what they see as the urgent need for Mr. Biden to beat Mr. Trump in November. Privately, Democrats close to Mr. Obama said that their concerns over Mr. Biden's prospects have been assuaged somewhat by the president's confrontational performance during his 
State of the Union address
.



An email sent by Mr. Obama's alumni group and obtained by The New York Times said as much. "We hope you are as fired up as we are after the State of the Union!" the group wrote in an email to supporters. "President Biden is ready."




Mr. Obama and Mr. Biden campaigning in North Carolina in 2008.
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More Young People Than Ever Will Get Colorectal Cancer This Year



Colon and rectal cancers are increasing among people younger than 50. Experts have a few ideas about why.








By Knvul Sheikh


Mar 27, 2024


Marisa Peters had been experiencing symptoms for years: blood on her toilet paper after going to the bathroom, changes in her stool and difficulty controlling the urge to poop. But she was in her 30s, healthy and physically active. She did not have any abdominal pain, and doctors dismissed the symptoms as hemorrhoids, or normal postpartum changes after the birth of her first son. When Ms. Peters finally visited a gastroenterologist in 2021, after having her third child and experiencing worsening bleeding from her rectum along with changes in her stool consistency, an urgent colonoscopy confirmed that she had colorectal cancer.



It had been four or five years since her symptoms had first emerged. Yet "I did not expect that cancer was going to be what they found," Ms. Peters said.



A 
report
 published by the American Cancer Society in January suggests that rates of colorectal cancer are rising rapidly among people in their 20s, 30s and 40s -- even as incidence is declining in people over the age of 65.



"It's unfortunately becoming a bigger problem every year," said Dr. Michael Cecchini, a co-director of the colorectal program in the Center for Gastrointestinal Cancers and a medical oncologist at Yale Cancer Center. He added that early-onset colorectal cancers have been increasing by about 2 percent per year since the mid-1990s. This increase has moved colorectal cancer up to being the top cause of cancer deaths in men under the age of 50 and the second-leading cause of cancer deaths in women under 50 in the United States.



In fact, experts are noticing a rise in early-onset colorectal cancers around the world -- a trend that they are racing to explain.



Why is colorectal cancer increasing among young people?



Colon and rectal cancers share many similarities and are typically lumped into one category, called colorectal cancer. Studies, however, show that the increase in diagnoses is mainly driven by a rise in 
rectal cancers
 and cancers found in the left, or distal, side of the colon, near the rectum. "That maybe provides an important clue for understanding what might be going on," said Caitlin Murphy, an associate professor and cancer researcher at UTHealth Houston.



Colorectal cancers in younger people also tend to be more aggressive, and they are often found at a more advanced stage, Dr. Murphy said. But most people affected by early-onset colorectal cancer are too young to be recommended for routine cancer screenings, which have helped decrease rates in adults over 50. In 2021, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force reduced the recommended age for starting colorectal cancer screening by just five years -- 
from 50 to 45
.



A vast majority of colorectal cancer diagnoses are still made in people 50 and older. The American Cancer Society 
predicted last year
 that roughly 153,000 new diagnoses would be made in the U.S. in 2023, of which 19,550 would be in people younger than 50. But millennials born around 1990 now have twice the risk of colon cancer compared with people born around the 1950s, while millennials' risk for rectal cancer is about four times higher than that of older age groups, according to a study published in the 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute
. That means diagnoses are likely to "continue going up as these higher-risk generations age," Dr. Murphy said.



When cancer is found at a younger-than-usual age, doctors usually suspect that genetic mutations may be to blame. And some molecular studies suggest that tumors in early-onset colorectal cancers do have 
different mutations driving the cancer
 compared with tumors in older adults. Another piece of evidence that there is a genetic component: It is clear that having a first-degree relative who had colorectal cancer -- or even a precancerous polyp -- can increase your risk, Dr. Cecchini said. But genetic changes do not explain the full picture, he said.



Some research has linked lifestyle and dietary changes to increased rates of colorectal cancer in both young people and older adults. Recent generations have consumed more 
red meat
, 
ultraprocessed foods
 and 
sugary beverages
, and have been known to 
binge drink
 more frequently; between 1992 and 1998, 
cigarette smoking
 also increased before declining again, while 
physical activity
 has continuously declined for decades. All of these factors -- along with the rise in obesity rates since the 1980s -- are associated with cancer risk. But once again, none of them fully account for the increase in early-onset colorectal cancer.



"For a lot of these risk factors, like smoking, you have to be exposed for long periods of time before the cancer develops," said Dr. Andrea Cercek, a co-director of the Center for Young Onset Colorectal and Gastrointestinal Cancers at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. And many patients in their 20s and 30s do not even fit in these risk groups, she said. "Many of our patients are athletes," she said. "Many of them were never heavy, not even in childhood."



Experts are beginning to investigate if there are other environmental drivers of early-onset cancer. For instance, some 
small
 
studies
 have hinted at the idea that people who develop colorectal cancer at an early age have an imbalance of "good" and "bad" bacteria in their gut. Researchers are not only looking at antibiotic use, which can alter the gut microbiome, but also nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs that are used as painkillers, proton pump inhibitors that are used to counter stomach acid issues and several psychiatric medications that may be absorbed through the intestinal lining and have increased in use in recent decades, Dr. Cercek said.



Some experts believe exposure to toxic chemicals in the environment may also be to blame. "There's patterns of environmental exposures by geography, by race, by sex, by all the things that we know colorectal cancer rates also differ by," Dr. Murphy said.



For instance, for many years, the rates of colorectal cancer diagnoses were highest among non-Hispanic Black people, but 
research shows
 that these cancers increased more among non-Hispanic white people in the 1990s and early 2000s, Dr. Murphy said. Now, both groups have fairly similar rates of cancer. "Does this mean that white people are now being exposed to something that Black people have been exposed to for many, many years? We just don't know yet," Dr. Murphy said.



There are also geographic disparities in the increase in cancer, with experts seeing more cases emerge in cities and towns along the Mississippi River, in Southeastern states and in Appalachia, which may be explained by occupational exposures to trace elements like 
arsenic, chromium, and nickel
, which are often used in coal production, chemical plants and other industries in those regions. So-called forever chemicals like per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, better known as 
PFAS
, have been linked to other cancers and 
could also be driving
 some of the increase in early-onset colorectal cancer.



"I don't think there's going to be one smoking gun that explains everything," Dr. Murphy said. "It's a whole bunch of things."



What can you do to identify and reduce your risk?



After Ms. Peters was diagnosed and started chemotherapy, radiation, and reconstructive surgery, she encouraged her younger sister and brother to get screened immediately. "Because now they had a family history of the disease," she said.



The Colon Cancer Coalition has developed a 
script
 you can use to bring up colon and rectal cancer questions in conversations with relatives, which may help you determine whether you should be screened 10 to 15 years earlier than the current recommended age.



If you are not in contact with your immediate family or are unaware of their medical history, it is important to know the symptoms of colorectal cancer, such as unexplained abdominal pain, changes in your stool and rectal bleeding. If you have any of these symptoms, talk to a doctor and get tested to rule out cancer.



After her experience being dismissed by doctors, Ms. Peters founded an organization called Be Seen to raise awareness of symptoms and encourage people to 
pledge to be screened
.



Colonoscopies remain the gold standard for screening because they allow medical experts to not only see where tumors are, but also to remove them in the same procedure. There are now several different ways patients can prepare their bowels -- 
including liquid laxatives, pills and powders
 -- that are not as uncomfortable as options that were available to previous generations. "I can promise you that doing a one-day cleanse to prep for a colonoscopy is far better than having poop coming out of your stomach into a bag," Ms. Peters said. "Thankfully, it was temporary for me, but it's not for many people."



There is also a 
home test
 that can detect 92 percent of colorectal cancers through DNA in your stool, though it is less sensitive at picking up precancerous polyps and cannot be used to remove any tissue, Dr. Cercek said. A 
blood test
 that is on the horizon may further increase the number of people willing to get screened.



Even though the trend in early-onset colorectal cancers is concerning, "what I take away from it is that the time to intervene is even earlier," Dr. Murphy said. "And certainly what is happening now is going to affect the health of generations many, many years from now."
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Daniel Kahneman, Who Plumbed the Psychology of Economics, Dies at 90



He helped pioneer a branch of the field that exposed hard-wired mental biases in people's economic behavior. The work led to a Nobel.




Daniel Kahneman in 2002 on the campus of Princeton University, with which he was long associated. He "helped transform economics into a true behavioral science rather than a mere mathematical exercise," a colleague said.




By Robert D. Hershey Jr.


Mar 27, 2024


Daniel Kahneman, who never took an economics course but who pioneered a psychologically based branch of that field that led to a Nobel in economic science in 2002, died on Wednesday. He was 90.



His death was confirmed by his partner, Barbara Tversky. She declined to say where he died.



Professor Kahneman, who was long associated with Princeton University and lived in Manhattan, employed his training as a psychologist to advance what came to be called behavioral economics. The work, done largely in the 1970s, led to a rethinking of issues as far-flung as medical malpractice, international political negotiations and the evaluation of baseball talent, all of which he analyzed, mostly in collaboration with 
Amos Tversky
, a Stanford cognitive psychologist who did groundbreaking work on human judgment and decision-making. (Ms. Tversky, also a 
professor of psychology at Stanford
, had been married to Professor Tversky, who 
died
 in 1996. She and Professor Kahneman became partners several years ago.)



As opposed to traditional economics, which assumes that human beings generally act in fully rational ways and that any exceptions tend to disappear as the stakes are raised, the behavioral school is based on exposing hard-wired mental biases that can warp judgment, often with counterintuitive results.




Professor Kahneman speaking 2012. His work "will be remembered hundreds of years from now," the New York Times columnist David Brooks wrote. 




"His central message could not be more important," the Harvard psychologist and author Steven Pinker 
told The Guardian
 in 2014, "namely, that human reason left to its own devices is apt to engage in a number of fallacies and systematic errors, so if we want to make better decisions in our personal lives and as a society, we ought to be aware of these biases and seek workarounds. That's a powerful and important discovery."



Professor Kahneman delighted in pointing out and explaining what he called universal brain "kinks." The most important of these, the behaviorists hold, is loss-aversion: Why, for example, does the loss of $100 hurt about twice as much as the gaining of $100 brings pleasure?



Among its myriad implications, loss-aversion theory suggests that it is foolish to check one's stock portfolio frequently, since the predominance of pain experienced in the stock market will most likely lead to excessive and possibly self-defeating caution.



Loss-aversion also explains why golfers have been found to putt better when going for par on a given hole than for a stroke-gaining birdie. They try harder on a par putt because they dearly want to avoid a bogey, or a loss of a stroke.



Mild-mannered and self-effacing, Professor Kahneman not only welcomed debate on his ideas; he also enlisted the help of adversaries as well as colleagues to perfect them. When asked who should be considered the "father" of behavioral economics, Professor Kahneman pointed to the University of Chicago economist 
Richard H. Thaler
, a younger scholar (by 11 years) whom he described in his Nobel autobiography as his second most important professional friend, after Professor Tversky.



"I'm the grandfather of behavioral economics," Professor Kahneman allowed in a 2016 interview for this obituary, in a restaurant near his home in Lower Manhattan.



This new school of thought did not get its first major public airing until 1985, in a conference at the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, a bastion of traditional economics.




Professor Kahneman's 2011 book was on best-seller lists in science and economics.




Professor Kahneman's public reputation rested heavily on his 2011 book "Thinking, Fast and Slow," which appeared on best-seller lists in science and business. One commentator, the essayist, mathematical statistician and former option 
trader
 Nassim Nicholas Taleb, author of the influential book on improbability "The Black Swan," placed "Thinking" in the same league as Adam Smith's "The Wealth of Nations" and Sigmund Freud's "The Interpretation of Dreams."



The author Jim Holt, writing in 
The New York Times Book Review
, called "Thinking" "an astonishingly rich book: lucid, profound, full of intellectual surprises and self-help value."



Shane Frederick, a professor at the Yale School of Management and a Kahneman protege, said by email in 2016 that Professor Kahneman had "helped transform economics into a true behavioral science rather than a mere mathematical exercise in outlining the logical entailments of a set of often wildly untenable assumptions."



Of Taxi Drivers and Ticket Holders



Professor Kahneman propagated his findings with an appealing writing style, using illustrative vignettes with which even lay readers could engage.



He and Professor Thaler pondered, for example, such questions as why taxi drivers often work longer hours when pickings are slim but quit early when rain-soaked pedestrians are desperate for rides. The explanation was that many drivers have a fixed daily income target and will retire for the day when they reach it; loss-aversion suggests that they will work longer, to reach that goal, when passengers are scarce.



Professor Kahneman wrote that Professor Thaler had inspired him to study, as an experiment, the so-called mental accounting of someone who arrives at the theater and realizes that he has lost either his ticket or the cash equivalent. Professor Kahneman found that people who lost the cash would still buy a ticket by some means, while those who lost an already purchased ticket would more likely go home.




Professor Kahneman (standing, second from left) gathered with other 2002 Nobel laureates in Stockholm in December 2002. Among them was former President Jimmy Carter (seated, center), who was awarded the Peace Prize. 




Professor Thaler won 
the 2017 Nobel
 in economic science -- officially the Bank of Sweden Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel. Professor Kahneman 
shared
 his 
2002 Nobel
 with 
Vernon L. Smith
 of George Mason University in Virginia. "Had Tversky lived, he would certainly have shared the Nobel with Kahneman, his longtime collaborator and dear friend," Professor Holt wrote in his 2011 
Times review
. Professor Tversky 
died in 1996
 at 59.



Much of Professor Kahneman's work is grounded in the notion -- which he did not originate but organized and advanced -- that the mind operates in two modes: fast and intuitive (mental activities that we're more or less born with, called System One), or slow and analytical, a more complex mode involving experience and requiring effort (System Two).



Others have personified these mental modes as Econs (rational, analytical people) and Humans (emotional, impulsive and prone to exhibit unconscious mental biases and an unwise reliance on dubious rules of thumb). Professor Kahneman and Professor Tversky used the word "heuristics" to describe these rules of thumb. One is the "halo effect," where in observing a positive attribute of another person one perceives other strengths that aren't really there.



"Before Kahneman and Tversky, people who thought about social problems and human behavior tended to assume that we are mostly rational agents," the Times columnist 
David Brooks wrote in 2011
. "They assumed that people have control over the most important parts of their own thinking. They assumed that people are basically sensible utility-maximizers, and that when they depart from reason it's because some passion like fear or love has distorted their judgment."



But Professors Kahneman and Tversky, he went on, "yielded a different vision of human nature."



As Mr. Brooks described it: "We are players in a game we don't understand. Most of our own thinking is below awareness." He added: "Our biases frequently cause us to want the wrong things. Our perceptions and memories are slippery, especially about our own mental states. Our free will is bounded. We have much less control over ourselves than we thought."



The work of Professor Kahneman and Professor Tversky, he concluded, "will be remembered hundreds of years from now."



In the Shadow of Nazis



Daniel Kahneman was born on March 5, 1934, into a family of Lithuanian Jews who had emigrated to France to the early 1920s. After France fell to Nazi Germany in World War II, Daniel, like other Jews, was forced to wear a Star of David on the outside of his clothing. His father, the research chief in a chemical factory, was seized and interned at a way station before deportation to an extermination camp, but he was then released under mysterious circumstances. The family escaped to the Riviera and then to central France, where they lived in a converted chicken coop.




Professor Kahneman in 2002. As a Jewish boy in Nazi-occupied France he was forced to wear a Star of David. 




Daniel's father died just before D-Day, in June 1944, and Daniel, by then an eighth-grader, and his sister, Ruth, wound up in British-controlled Palestine with their mother, Rachel. (Daniel had been born in Tel Aviv during an extended visit with relatives by his mother.)



He graduated from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem with a major in psychology, completing his college studies in two years. In 1954, after the founding of the state of Israel, he was drafted into the Israeli Defense Forces as a second lieutenant. 



After a year as a platoon leader, he was transferred to the psychology branch, where he was given occasional assignments to assess candidates for officer training.



The unit's ability to predict performance, however, was so poor that he coined the term "illusion of validity," meaning a cognitive bias in which one displays overconfidence in the accuracy of one's judgments. Two decades later this "illusion" became one of the most frequently cited elements in psychology literature.



He married Irah Kahan in Israel, and they soon set off for the University of California, Berkeley, where he had been granted a fellowship. He earned his Ph.D. in psychology there. He returned to Israel to teach at Hebrew University from 1961 to 1977. The marriage ended in divorce. (Professor Kahneman held dual citizenships, in the United States and Israel.)



In 1978, Professor Kahneman married Anne Treisman, a noted British psychologist who received the National Medal of Science in 2013 from President Barack Obama. 
She died in 2018.
 He and Ms. Treisman had long been friends with the Tverskys.



In addition to Ms. Tversky, he is survived by a son and daughter from his first marriage, Michael Kahneman and Lenore Shoham; two stepdaughters from his second marriage, Jessica and Deborah Treisman; two stepsons from the same marriage, Daniel and Stephen Treisman; three grandchildren; and four step-granddaughters. He lived in Greenwich Village for many years.



It was in Jerusalem, while developing a training course for Air Force flight instructors, that Professor Kahneman had "the most satisfying Eureka experience of my career," as he wrote in an autobiographical sketch for the Nobel committee.




Professor Kahneman spoke in Manhattan in 2016. He recalled starting out holding a traditional view that to promote learning, praise is more effective than punishment. But a colleague convinced that the reverse is true. 




He had started to preach the traditional view that to promote learning, praise is more effective than punishment. But a seasoned colleague insisted otherwise, telling him, as Professor Kahneman recalled:



"On many occasions I have praised flight cadets for clean execution of some aerobatic maneuver, and in general when they try it again, they do worse. On the other hand, I have often screamed at cadets for bad execution, and in general they do better the next time. So please don't tell us that reinforcement works and punishment does not, because the opposite is the case."



The colleague had insisted -- and convinced Professor Kahneman -- that statistically people may do very well in something in one instance or very poorly in another, but that in the end they tend to regress to the mean, or average.



"This was a joyous moment, in which I learned an important truth about the world," Professor Kahneman wrote. "Because we tend to reward others when they do well and punish them when they do badly, and because there is regression to the mean, it is part of the human condition that we are statistically punished for rewarding others and rewarded for punishing them."



His collaboration with Professor Tversky -- their peak productive years were 1971 to 1981 -- was exceptionally close, so much so that it inspired the author Michael Lewis to write a book about them, 
"The Undoing Project
: A Friendship That Changed Our Minds" (2016).



"Amos and I shared the wonder of together owning a goose that could lay golden eggs -- a joint mind that was better than our separate minds," Professor Kahneman wrote in his Nobel autobiography. Later, in "Thinking," he wrote, "The pleasure we found in working together made us exceptionally patient; it is much easier to strive for perfection when you are never bored."



Mr. Lewis reported that the two men worked on a single typewriter, often amid uproarious laughter and shouts in Hebrew and English, and that they had sometimes flipped a coin to determine whose name would be listed first on a paper.



But they also feuded, particularly when Professor Kahneman thought he was being denied proper credit. One falling-out lasted years, ending finally with a reconciliation. Professor Kahneman was solicitous during his colleague's final illness (he died of metastatic melanoma) and was his main eulogist at his funeral in 1996.



One product of their collaboration was a finding that overconfidence in conjunction with optimism is an extremely common bias, which leads people to think that wars are quickly winnable and that building projects will be completed on budget. But Professor Kahneman and Professor Tversky considered such bias necessary in the end for capitalism to function.



Professor Kahneman's North American career included teaching posts at the University of British Columbia and Berkeley before he joined the Princeton University faculty in 1993.




Speaking at Princeton in 2022. He carried on a lifelong quest to understand how the human mind works.




His most recent book is "Noise: A Flaw in Human Judgment" (2021), written with Cass Sunstein and Olivier Sibony. In The Times Book Review, 
Steven Brill called it
 a "tour de force of scholarship and clear writing."




Professor Kahneman's most recent book, written with Cass Sunstein and Olivier Sibony, was praised in The New York Times as a "tour de force of scholarship and clear writing."




The book looks at how human judgment often varies wildly even among specialists, as reflected in judicial decisions, insurance premiums, medical diagnoses and corporate decisions, as well as in many other aspects of life.



And it distinguishes between predictable biases -- a judge, for example, who consistently sentences Black defendants more harshly -- and what the authors call "noise": less explainable decisions resulting from what they define as "unwanted variability in judgments." In one example, the authors report that doctors are more likely to order cancer screenings for patients they see early in the morning than late in the afternoon.



The book, like his others, was an outgrowth of Professor Kahneman's lifelong quest to understand how the human mind works -- what thought processes lead people to make the kinds of decisions and judgments they do as they navigate a complex world. And toward the end of his life he acknowledged that so much more was to be known.



In an interview with Kara Swisher on her 
Times podcast "Sway"
 in 2021, he said, "If I were starting my career now, I would be choosing between artificial intelligence and neuroscience, because those are now particularly exciting ways of looking at human nature."



Robert D. Hershey Jr.
, a longtime reporter who wrote about finance and economics for The Times, died in January. 
Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/business/daniel-kahneman-dead.html
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Has Fashion Canceled Canceling?



The recent history of John Galliano, Dolce & Gabbana and even Ye suggests the answer may be yes.




Ye and his wife, Bianca Censori, in the front row at the Marni show in Milan in February.




By Vanessa Friedman


Mar 25, 2024


""High & Low: John Galliano," the 
feature-length documentary
 about the former Dior designer's fall from grace after a drunken antisemitic rant in a Paris bar in 2011, and his long climb back, is interesting for a number of reasons. It is a chance to hear from Mr. Galliano himself about his struggles, for one, and to look back at the fashion world of the 1990s. But just as striking is the number of think pieces it has spawned meditating on Mr. Galliano's transgressions, repentance and, it seems, current state of forgiveness.



Indeed, the film's greatest significance may have less to do with the story it tells than with what it seems to represent: the official end of Mr. Galliano's time in the wilderness. It serves as a coda to a period that began with his 
firing from Dior
 and subsequent 
conviction for hate crimes
 and that lasted through a prolonged period of atonement and a new job at Maison Margiela, where Mr. Galliano's work is 
once again being celebrated
.



As such, it also reflects a shift away from the era of outrage, particularly in fashion. "It does seem like, in the end, everyone is allowed back in," said Achim Berg, a former lead of McKinsey & Company's global apparel, fashion and luxury group.




John Galliano, seen in the Dior archive looking at one of his former designs, in a still from the documentary about his career. He is among a list of once disgraced, now re-emerging members of the fashion elite.




Though individuals in other industries have been canceled and have returned to public life -- 
Aziz Ansari
 and 
Louis C.K.
 spring to mind -- fashion is unique in the way it uses people to humanize brands, meaning their actions are intrinsically connected to the fortunes of a much larger company, as are their creations.



Perhaps the only equivalent is the restaurant world, though designers and celebrities generally have higher name recognition than even the most famous chefs, and the financial implications are significantly greater. As a result, it is possible that in this case, as with many trends, whither fashion, whither the culture. Or vice versa.



After all, beyond Mr. Galliano, a brief list of the once-disgraced-now-re-emerging includes:



Ye, the artist formerly known as Kanye West, who was 
broadly excoriated and lost his corporate deals
 after his own racist and antisemitic statements in 2022. Last month, however, Ye appeared in the front row at the Marni show, and he is currently featured in Y/Project's 10th-anniversary lookbook, along with Charli XCX and Tyga. Adidas, despite ending its official relationship with him, continues to promote and sell its Yeezy stock.



Balenciaga, which was inundated by a social media mob in 2022 after 
a poorly judged holiday ad campaign
 caused some people to allege that the brand was promoting child pornography. Now it not only has the stamp of approval of brand ambassadors Kim Kardashian (formerly a fan of the brand who distanced herself after the controversy but has very publicly returned to the fold), Nicole Kidman and Michelle Yeoh, but has found new momentum after a highly praised recent show, which shrugged off the hair shirt of atonement for high-octane statement-making.



Dolce & Gabbana, which suffered a fall from grace in 2018, when it appeared 
to offend all of China
 with an ad campaign that trafficked in racial stereotype, and which was preceded by numerous slurs about size and sexual orientation. In 2022, the brand not only appeared to 
sponsor an entire Kardashian wedding
 but also 
collaborated with Kim
, and recently has been ubiquitous on the red carpet. Both Usher and Alicia Keys wore the brand for their performance at the Super Bowl, watched by 
123.7 million viewers
.



Marchesa, founded by Georgina Chapman, the former wife of Harvey Weinstein, which went quiet in the immediate aftermath of the exposure of Mr. Weinstein's criminal actions, but has once more become an awards show go-to for the likes of Hannah Waddingham and Padma Lakshmi.



Alexander Wang, who was accused of 
sexual misconduct in 2021
, then settled a lawsuit and held a show last year attended by the great and good of New York and Los Angeles.




John Galliano arriving at a Paris court in 2011. He was charged with making antisemitic insults in a Paris cafe.




Theories of Relativity



It's easy to dismiss fashion's fickleness as a product of its superficiality -- this is, after all, an industry predicated on pushing change almost every four months -- but something more complicated and meaningful may be going on.



"I think it's directly correlated with the industry's current obsession with discretion and propriety -- its nonconfrontational nature and risk aversion," said 
Gabriella Karefa-Johnson
, the stylist and activist, nodding to the tendency in fashion to play it safe in the face of an uncertain economic and political climate -- to revert to the known (
white male designers with the same facial hair
, for example), even if the known has some skeletons in its closet.



Mr. Berg said that perhaps it was simply a question of proportion. There are so many tensions in the world at the moment, with so many enormous implications, that everything else seems less serious in comparison. Also, he said, "After the last American election, all parameters about what is and what is not acceptable have changed" -- and not just in fashion. In his view, cancel culture itself may have been a phenomenon of the Covid era.



"We may be experiencing a degree of outrage fatigue," said Susan Scafidi, the founder of the Fashion Law Institute at Fordham University. "With waves of scandal, the first is the worst, but every apology that we collectively accept lessens the drama of the next incident."




Domenico Dolce, right, and Stefano Gabbana with Kim Kardashian at the end of the Dolce & Gabbana's show at Milan Fashion Week in September 2022.




This is especially true when the actions being apologized for vary so widely, from sexual assault to hate crimes to racial slurs to guilt by association -- and from actual crimes that can, and sometimes are, prosecuted in a court of law to crimes in the court of public opinion.



And yet, as Julie Zerbo, the founder of The Fashion Law website, pointed out, the details and severity of the offense may differ, but the story lines are broadly the same. They start with an online outcry, followed by an apology, a retreat to "focus on the work" (or some such), a fallow period and then a re-emergence, chastened but accepted. That pattern has become so predictable, it is almost rote. And it encourages a tendency to see all of the cases as the same, to conflate the most serious with the least.



Especially because transgressions look less shocking the further they recede in the rearview mirror, or the more they are replaced by new ones. In a world of shortened attention spans, people can pay attention to only so much wrongdoing at once.



It is perhaps not an accident that the founders of Diet Prada, the Instagram fashion watchdog account that rose to prominence on its willingness to call out wrongdoing, declined to comment for this article and have pivoted toward broader reporting on fashion.



Crime and Punishment



Is there anything that is not forgivable? "For those who don't regain their former status -- Anand Jon and Harvey Weinstein come to mind -- a key reason is that their transgressions are so serious that the justice system intervenes," Ms. Scafidi said.



It's also worth noting that, as Ms. Zerbo said, what happens in the echo chamber of, say, fashion X and what the global consumer knows can be different. Balenciaga never experienced the same blowback in Asia that it did in the West. And while celebrities were chary of Dolce & Gabbana for a few months after the China blowup, they soon came around when red carpets (and free trips to Italy for the couture extravaganza) beckoned.




Usher and Alicia Keys wearing Dolce & Gabbana at the Super Bowl halftime show in February.




"None of these people were ever actually canceled," Ms. Karefa-Johnson said. They were simply moved out of the spotlight. "Eventually enough time passes that the canceled can uncancel themselves -- through their work, or their lingering 'genius,' or their moneymaking potential or their social capital that never fully depreciated," she said.



For Anna Wintour, the editor of Vogue, who was instrumental in the return of at least three of the canceled designers -- Mr. Galliano, whose return to fashion 
she helped orchestrate
; Ms. Chapman, whom she 
featured in Vogue
 in 2018; and Demna of Balenciaga, whose 
mea culpa
 she published early last year -- this is more of a course correction after a reversion to mob mentality.



"To me the issue isn't only forgiveness, but also the severity with which we judge people in the first place," she wrote in an email. "I feel quite strongly that our culture has begun to move too quickly toward condemnation -- toward a feeling of certainty that particular offenses or mistakes are unforgivable. The truth is we rarely know the full story, and all of us are fallible."



Though Ms. Wintour acknowledged that there was behavior that was unforgivable, she declined to specify what might qualify as such, but presumably cases like those Ms. Scafidi cited, which involve a crime. Generally, she said, "we need to show more compassion, understanding and forgiveness, not less."




Kendall Jenner at the Vanity Fair Oscars party in March in a gown from John Galliano's recent Maison Margiela couture show.




Can You Forgive but Not Forget?



The problem is, how does one measure repentance? No one can look into someone else's soul. Is it in money earmarked for the injured party in perpetuity? In the work itself? Public shaming requires public agreement as to what constitutes atonement and how that can or should be assessed, and that's a far harder subject to address. Easier, really, to shrug and move on.



"Speaking for myself, I have not forgiven Dolce & Gabbana," Ms. Karefa-Johnson said. She has refused to shoot that brand's clothing for the last five years, in part because she found the public apology unconvincing. "For me, there is a very clear route to redemption. It looks a lot like financial reparations"



The issue, Ms. Scafidi said, is this: "At the end of the day, consumers make fashion choices while looking in the mirror, not at the designer behind it. It can be hard to turn away from a flattering look to uphold an invisible principle." And where consumers and their wallets go, companies follow. To a certain extent, it has been ever thus.



"The ur-text for the public pardoning of a designer may be Chanel after World War II," Ms. Scafidi went on, referring to the continued global embrace of the brand as a paragon of chic despite Coco Chanel's role 
as a Nazi collaborator
, now being told onscreen in the Apple TV+ fictionalized series "The New Look."



"With every biography or dramatization that reminds us of her Nazi associations," Ms. Scafidi said, "the price of the 2.55 bag seems to rise a bit higher." She wasn't talking about money.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/25/style/fashion-cancel-culture.html
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Disney Ends Its Fight With DeSantis Over Resort Development



The entertainment giant and the Florida governor have been sparring for two years over control of a tax district that encompasses Walt Disney World.




Disney said the settlement would allow it to continue to invest in Walt Disney World.




By Brooks Barnes and J. Edward Moreno


Mar 27, 2024


In a stunning turn, the Walt Disney Company has dropped its fight against Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida for control over $17 billion in planned development at the Disney World theme park complex near Orlando.



Disney's capitulation followed a 
legal setback
. In January, a federal judge threw out a Disney lawsuit claiming that Mr. DeSantis and his allies had violated the First Amendment by taking over a special tax district that encompasses the company's 25,000-acre Florida resort, which employs roughly 75,000 people.



As part of a settlement announced on Wednesday, Disney agreed to pause an appeal of that ruling -- but not drop it entirely -- while negotiating a new comprehensive growth plan with tax district officials. Disney also agreed to stop fighting the tax district in state court, with both sides "choosing to move forward in a spirit of cooperation," according to the six-page settlement.



"We are pleased to put an end to all litigation pending in state court in Florida," Jeff Vahle, president of Walt Disney World, said in a statement. He added that the agreement "opens a new chapter of constructive engagement" and would allow the company to continue to invest in the resort. As part of the settlement, the district agreed not to "prohibit or impede" long-term environmental permits granted to Disney.



Mr. DeSantis celebrated the settlement, saying the state has been "vindicated" on all of its actions.



"A year ago people were trying to act like all these legal maneuvers were all going to succeed, and the reality is here we are a year later, not one of them has succeeded," Mr. DeSantis told reporters in Orlando. "Every action that we've taken has been upheld in full, and the state is better off for it."



The settlement followed a conspicuous leadership shake-up at the district. Two people whom Disney viewed as particularly antagonistic -- the founding chairman, Martin Garcia, and Glen Gilzean, a senior administrator -- resigned this month. The typically outspoken Mr. Garcia, whose term would have stretched into 2027, gave no explanation. Mr. Gilzean, who had been caught in an 
ethics scandal
 in a prior government job, was appointed supervisor of elections for Orange County, which includes Orlando.



Mr. DeSantis replaced Mr. Garcia with Craig Mateer, a hospitality executive and a donor to the governor's recent presidential campaign. Stephanie Kopelousos, a former legislative affairs director for the governor who also worked on his presidential campaign, was hired on Wednesday as the new administrator. Ms. Kopelousos worked closely with Disney lobbyists during her stint in Tallahassee; three years ago, she helped exempt Disney from a restrictive social media law.



Disney and Mr. DeSantis, who 
ended his campaign
 for president in January, have been at odds for two years over Disney World, which attracts an estimated 50 million visitors annually. Angered over Disney's criticism of a Florida education law that opponents called anti-gay -- and seizing on an opportunity to score political points with supporters -- Mr. DeSantis took over the tax district, appointing a new board and ending the company's long-held ability to self-govern Disney World as if it were a county.



Before the takeover took effect, however, Disney signed contracts -- quietly, but in publicly advertised meetings -- to lock in development plans.



The tax district, created in 1967, was a crucial tool for developing Disney World because it gave Disney unusual control over building permits, fire protection, policing, road maintenance and development planning. Today, Disney World comprises four theme parks, two water parks and 18 Disney-owned hotels with a combined 267 swimming pools.



The growth plan that Disney locked into place before Mr. DeSantis and his allies took over the district -- and that will now be renegotiated -- involves the possible construction of 14,000 additional hotel rooms, a fifth major theme park and three small parks. The company has said it earmarked more than $17 billion in spending to fuel growth at the resort over the next decade, expansion that would create an estimated 13,000 jobs at the company.



Calling Mr. DeSantis "anti-business" for his campaign against the company, Disney last year pulled the plug on an office complex that was scheduled for construction in Orlando at a cost of roughly $1 billion. It would have added more than 2,000 Disney jobs in the region, with $120,000 as the average salary, according to an estimate from the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/business/disney-desantis-florida-lawsuit.html
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Utility-Caused Wildfires Are Becoming a National Problem



Climate change is raising the risk of blazes that are started by power lines and other utility equipment in many parts of the U.S. besides California.




Workers replaced power lines that the Smokehouse Creek Fire damaged last month in Fritch, Texas.




By Ivan Penn


Mar 22, 2024


After a utility pole fell and ignited a wildfire, Frank King and his family raced to escape as electrical transformers exploded around their homes near Oregon's coast. A bright red glow was visible in the rearview mirror for miles.



The fire three and a half years ago destroyed 300 homes in Otis, Ore., including the one that Mr. King, a 101-year-old veteran of World War II, had lived in for almost three decades.



"A lot of the things that reminded me of the good things in my life are gone," said Mr. King, who believes things might have turned out differently had his utility, PacifiCorp, turned off its power lines before a severe windstorm. "It takes a terrible toll on me."



Large wildfires started by power lines and other utility equipment were, not that long ago, considered something that happened mostly in California. But these disasters are increasingly happening in many more places as forces turbocharged by climate change like extreme heat and drought wreak havoc on electric grids that were not built or upgraded to withstand them.



Xcel Energy, a utility company based in Minneapolis, recently acknowledged that its equipment most likely started the 
Smokehouse Creek Fire
 last month in the Texas Panhandle. In August, Hawaiian Electric said one of its power lines had ignited 
a fire in Lahaina
 on the island of Maui. And this month, a jury ordered PacifiCorp to pay $42 million to 10 families that lost homes in the fire that forced Mr. King to flee his house on Labor Day weekend in 2020.



In all these cases, the utilities argued that they were not negligent and should not be penalized for the fires that their equipment had started.



Most climate experts expect global warming to make wildfires much more likely, even in places that were not previously considered at risk, like rainforests and wetlands. While wildfires can be ignited in many ways, utilities with their networks of wires and transformers are a big source of worry.



The industry says it is working to reduce the risk of fires with various approaches, including burying power lines, a very expensive option, and using cheaper tools such as sensors and software to cut off the power when fires are likely.



But critics of the industry, including homeowners and some lawmakers, say the industry is not doing enough to prevent such fires.



"There's this unwillingness in this industry to adapt," said Cody Berne, a lawyer in Portland, Ore., who represents Mr. King and other wildfire survivors. "It's criminal incompetence."




Frank King, a 101-year-old veteran of World War II, lost his Oregon home in a wildfire caused by a downed utility pole.




Utility executives say the rapid escalation of climate-driven disasters has made it difficult to manage millions of miles of towers, poles and wires in a more-than-100-year-old system.



"Past risk is not really a good indicator of future risk anymore," said Scott Aaronson, senior vice president of security and preparedness at the Edison Electric Institute, a utility industry trade group. "We are seeing a rapid change in the extreme severe weather. It is daunting."



Electricity costs have risen sharply in recent years as utilities have responded to extreme weather and rising energy demand. The industry is spending billions of dollars to bury power lines, cover wires, trim and remove trees and shrubs, and buy weather stations, cameras and other equipment to better monitor and control power equipment.



But not every response to climate change has to be expensive. Researchers at the University of California, Berkeley, determined that the risk of utility-caused ignitions 
could be reduced as much 72 percent
 by using sensors already in place at many utilities and upgrading the companies' software systems.



Those changes would automatically shut off parts of the utility's network within milliseconds when tree limbs, animals or other objects caused problems on power lines. Using this technology, known as fast trip, is far cheaper and easier than putting power lines underground, an approach that several large Western utilities are also pursuing.



It can cost $3 million to $4 million per mile to bury power lines. Such projects can take years to be approved, developed and completed. By comparison, fast trip technology runs about $5,000 to $10,000 a mile, including installing equipment and sending utility crews to inspect circuits before power is restored, the Berkeley researchers said.



"There's opportunities for innovation that could continue driving risk down," said Duncan Callaway, professor of energy and resources at the university.



Mr. Callaway has been analyzing the wildfire prevention efforts and costs of Pacific Gas & Electric, which has 5.5 million electricity customers, more than any other utility in a single state. While PG&E and other utilities in the West use fast trip, which he calls "a no-brainer," Mr. Callaway said he did not know how many others did so.



Arshad Mansoor, president and chief executive of the Electric Power Research Institute, agrees that fast trip is an important solution, but he added that other tools, such as low-orbit satellites, could help utilities quickly detect problems and assess conditions without cutting power.



"The first thing we need to do is get this early-warning system globally," Mr. Mansoor said.



In Oregon, neither automated technology nor utility employees pre-emptively cut the power that September weekend in 2020 even though forecasters had warned for days about torrential winds and 90-degree heat. A falling power pole ignited a fire on Echo Mountain near the coast in central Oregon. It was one of 
30 fires
 that burned 1.2 million acres in the state that weekend, killing nine people and destroying 5,000 homes and businesses.



Jim Holland, a 40-year-old chef, lost the home that he and his wife, Briana, had bought -- their first -- just nine months earlier. The Hollands and Mr. King, a neighbor, have rebuilt with insurance money and other aid, but they have also filed lawsuits seeking compensation from PacifiCorp. Many in the community are still so traumatized that they are unnerved by any plume of smoke that wafts by, even if it's just from a barbecue. The area is still scarred by mudslides, charred power poles and burned trees with peeling bark.




Briana and Jim Holland lost their home in the Echo Mountain fire in Oregon in 2020.




"It just feels like we're living in rubble," Mr. Holland said. "It's not what it was. There are people with a glazed look, wondering what happened to their lives."



For many residents of Oregon, it has been hard to fathom how a state known for its rainforests became a tinderbox.



Last year, a wildfire ripped through a critical rainforest that includes a watershed that supplies water to a million people in the Portland metropolitan area and to a hydroelectric dam.



"If you have been here a long time, as I have, you can see climate change is real," said Mingus Mapps, a Portland city commissioner who oversees water, transportation and environmental services. "It was a once-in-a-thousand-year fire. It was terrifying."



A lightning strike ignited that fire. But Mr. Mapps, a Democratic candidate for mayor, said the city was also worried about the fire risk of power equipment.



For utilities, the fires also pose potentially crippling financial risks from lawsuits filed by homeowners and their insurance companies. PG&E filed for 
bankruptcy protection
 in 2019 after amassing billions of dollars in liability from several wildfires, including the 2018 Camp Fire, which killed 85 people and destroyed the town of Paradise, Calif.



Mr. Aaronson, the industry trade group executive, said utilities had learned from California's traumatic wildfires. But he noted that utility equipment caused less than 10 percent of the wildfires across the country.



"We're working to drive that down further," Mr. Aaronson said. "There are tens of thousands of miles of transmission infrastructure. There are millions of miles of distribution."



Extreme weather has made it difficult to ensure that every part of the power system is ready for climate change. One upgrade some companies are making is greater use of fast trip technology.



PacifiCorp, a subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway, said it had started using the technology for wildfire prevention in 2021, the year after the Echo Mountain wildfire, though the technology had been around for many years.



But use of tools like fast trip or public-safety power shut-offs, which California utilities have used when fire risk in an area is expected to be high, can be unpopular because they leave residents and businesses without electricity. Utilities say they prefer approaches that keep the lights on.



Allen Berreth, vice president for operations over wildfire mitigation for PacifiCorp, said that while the company was using fast trip and other tools, it also planned to bury many more power lines.



"Undergrounding means there's no public safety power shut-offs," Mr. Berreth said.



Berkshire's chairman and chief executive, Warren E. Buffett, 
told investors
 in February that he expected wildfire losses at his company's utility subsidiaries to rise in the coming years. He also warned that utilities would need to spend a lot more money on fire prevention -- spending that energy experts say will drive up electricity rates.



"The final result for the utility industry may be ominous," Mr. Buffett said. "When the dust settles, America's power needs and the consequent capital expenditure will be staggering."
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How Ronna McDaniel Backed Trump's Early Bid to Hold Power



During a very brief tenure at NBC News, the former Republican Party leader downplayed her role in efforts to overturn the 2020 election. A review of the record showed she was involved in some key episodes.




Of the major figures involved in former President Donald J. Trump's bid to keep power, Ronna McDaniel had received relatively scant attention -- until she sought a job as an on-air commentator on NBC.




By Jim Rutenberg and Alexandra Berzon


Mar 26, 2024


By the second week of December 2020, the presidential election was decided and heading to a formal vote at the Electoral College. Like President Trump, the Republican Party chairwoman, Ronna McDaniel, wasn't ready to concede.



"Every illegal vote is stealing from a valid vote, and every state that conducted their election fraudulently is stealing from states that conducted their elections fairly," Ms. McDaniel told Sean Hannity of Fox News on Dec. 8.



At the time, key campaign aides had already told Mr. Trump that 
he had lost
. Advisers had found no credible evidence of fraud or irregularities that could have reversed the outcome. The Electoral College would confirm Joseph R. Biden was the winner six days later.



Yet, Ms. McDaniel's appearance on Mr. Hannity's program was part of her concerted efforts to help Mr. Trump dispute his election loss.



Of the major figures involved in Mr. Trump's bid to keep power, Ms. McDaniel had received relatively scant attention. She is only now facing intense scrutiny after 
NBC journalists revolted
 over their network's decision to hire her as an on-air contributor, leading to 
an abrupt end to her days-long relationship
 with the network.



Ms. McDaniel had recently tried to downplay her role. But a review of her record shows she was, at times, closely involved in and supportive of Mr. Trump's legal and political maneuvering ahead of the violent attempt to block Congress from certifying Mr. Biden's victory on Jan. 6.



Ms. McDaniel was not the most aggressive or outlandish member of Mr. Trump's team. Indeed, she fell short of Mr. Trump's demands and expectations, former aides said, and faced calls from his allies and grass-roots activists to be far more aggressive. And her involvement appears to have fallen off substantially -- at least publicly -- in the days before Jan. 6, when the R.N.C. focused its efforts on the then-upcoming Senate runoff election in Georgia.



Later, after courts, Republican election officials and state investigations all dismissed Mr. Trump's claims of fraud, Ms. McDaniel was viewed as insufficiently dedicated to the cause of overturning the election, particularly by the Trump supporters who still considered Mr. Trump the rightful winner.




In the days after the 2020 election, the R.N.C. operated in concert with the Trump campaign and his legal team.




But before then, Ms. McDaniel, who through intermediaries declined to comment for this article, had done more to dispute a legitimate election result than any other chair of a major American political party in modern history.



The Early Days: 'That Is Stealing'



In the days after the 2020 election, the R.N.C. under Ms. McDaniel operated in concert with the Trump campaign and his legal team in the initial effort to tilt the outcome for Mr. Trump.



The party set up hotlines, collected accounts of supposed suspicious activities and held meetings at the White House with Mr. Trump's legal team, Ms. McDaniel later testified to the House committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.



At a news conference in Michigan on Nov. 6, the day before news outlets declared Mr. Biden the winner, she announced that the R.N.C. was deploying legal teams in four states to investigate "irregularities." She listed allegations in Michigan that she claimed were evidence of potential, widespread problems, including supposedly suspect election machine software. The allegations were disputed by election officials and later debunked.



Speaking on Fox on Nov. 10, Ms. McDaniel repeated unsubstantiated and soon-to-be debunked claims of "deceased voters" and "batches of votes that were invalidated," declaring, "that is stealing."



And on social media, Ms. McDaniel questioned "irregularities" about the election, posted fund-raising solicitations and promoted hearings in states where Mr. Trump's allies presented bogus evidence of election malfeasance. She vowed that the R.N.C. would "pursue this process to the very end."




Trump supporters gather to hear Ms. McDaniel speak at a news conference on Nov. 6, 2020, in Bloomfield Hills, Mich.




After Mr. Trump switched his legal team, bringing in outside lawyers led by Rudy Giuliani and Sidney Powell, the R.N.C. also shifted away from the legal involvement with the Trump team. Of the 65 lawsuits that Mr. Trump and his allies filed after the 2020 election, the R.N.C. attached its name only to four, according to Democracy Docket, which tracks the cases.



Still, on Nov. 19, Ms. McDaniel allowed Mr. Giuliani and Ms. Powell to hold a press briefing at R.N.C. headquarters. With dark liquid dripping down his face, Mr. Giuliani promoted wild theories about Dominion voting machines and the deceased Venezuelan dictator Hugo Chavez.



Ms. McDaniel later told The Times that she regretted her decision. "When I saw some of the things Sidney was saying, without proof, I certainly was concerned it was happening in my building," 
she said
.



After that news conference, party lawyers told Ms. McDaniel not to repeat the conspiracy theories about election machines, and urged R.N.C. aides to be careful when speaking about the election, suggesting they use phrases like "voting irregularities" rather than "voter fraud," according to House committee testimony.



Late November: Intervening in Michigan



Behind the scenes, Ms. McDaniel at times played a more direct role, including helping Mr. Trump's attempt to block certification of Mr. Biden's victory in Michigan.



On Nov. 17, two Republican members of the canvassing board in Wayne County, which includes Detroit, initially voted against certifying the county's results, deadlocking the board until they reversed themselves amid angry protest.



Immediately afterward, the Republican board members, Monica Palmer and William Hartmann, received a phone call from Mr. Trump; Ms. McDaniel was also on the line.



According to 
The Detroit News
, which reviewed audio from the call, Mr. Trump told the two they would look "terrible" if they signed 
the formal paperwork
 on their votes, adding, "We've got to fight for our country."



Ms. McDaniel told them, "If you can go home tonight, do not sign it," adding, "We will get you attorneys."




Mr. Trump and Ms. McDaniel urged Monica Palmer and William Hartmann, local election officials, not to sign off on their votes certifying the election in Wayne County, Mich. 




With no legal means to rescind their votes, the certification went forward.



Speaking on "Meet the Press" on Sunday, Ms. McDaniel said she had not pressured the two and recalled simply urging them to "vote your conscience." Deploring threats of violence against them -- one of which led to 
an arrest
 in New Hampshire -- she said the two officials were within their rights to seek further audits of the county results. (The results were affirmed by 
postelection audit
.)



A Supreme Court Challenge



Ms. McDaniel also helped Mr. Trump rally state attorneys general to join a Supreme Court lawsuit originally filed by the State of Texas to challenge results in four states. Considered 
outlandish
 by legal experts, it sought to have the court effectively throw out all the votes in Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin by leaving the results up to their Republican legislatures.



Ms. McDaniel was a booster of the bid. "I'm so happy about this Texas lawsuit," she told Mr. Hannity on Fox, adding, "there's going to be more states joining that lawsuit."



In the background, she joined Mr. Trump on a phone call in which he urged the Republican Party chair of Arkansas, Jonelle Fulmer, to bring the state's attorney general, Leslie Rutledge, on board. "The president asked me to please relay to our attorney general that he would like her to join that lawsuit and she very promptly did," Ms. Fulmer told The 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
, which first reported the phone call.



The Supreme Court 
rejected
 the Texas suit a few days later.



The Electors



But Ms. McDaniel still continued to support the overall effort to see the results overturned. In December 2020, she was on a phone call with Mr. Trump and John Eastman, a law professor helping the effort, to discuss the plan to use alternate electors to make Mr. Trump the winner. Ms. McDaniel agreed to work with the Trump campaign to execute the plan, but she was told it was only a contingency in case Republican lawsuits succeeded in invalidating results, she said in her testimony.



A federal indictment of Mr. Trump, filed by special counsel Jack Smith, also asserted Ms. McDaniel was misled to believe that the electors would not be used if the campaign did not succeed in court.



Mr. Trump's 
plans
 included forcing the electors through on Jan. 6 regardless, with help from Vice President Mike Pence, who, the president and his allies hoped, would block certification of Mr. Biden's victory.




Ms. McDaniel tasked party staff members with helping the Trump campaign assemble slates of alternate electors.




Ms. McDaniel also testified that she was "out of the loop" on plans to pressure Mr. Pence to do so.



On the evening of Jan. 6, she deplored the rioting at the Capitol, saying in a statement: "What these violent protesters are doing is the opposite of patriotism. It is shameful and I condemn it in the strongest possible terms."



In the months that followed Mr. Biden's inauguration, Ms. McDaniel went on to oversee a vast expansion of the party's "election integrity" teams, state groups that often worked with activists still committed to falsehoods about the 2020 election.



In an interview on "Meet the Press" on Sunday, Ms. McDaniel acknowledged, "fair and square he won."



But she added, "I do think it's fair to say there were problems in 2020."



Jonathan Swan
 contributed reporting.
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Many People and Companies Have Made Millions on Trump Media's Stock



A surge in the social media company's market value has generated a windfall for current and former executives, on top of the bonanza for its largest shareholder, former President Trump.




Trump Media's shares have jumped on their first two days of trading on the Nasdaq.




By Matthew Goldstein and Jason Karaian


Mar 27, 2024


Shares of former President Donald J. Trump's social media company continued to surge on Wednesday, extending the gains on its 
first official trading
 session on the Nasdaq the day before.



After another double-digit percentage gain, the parent of Truth Social approached $9 billion in market value, a windfall for insiders awarded shares in the company.



The biggest beneficiary is Mr. Trump, the company's largest shareholder, whose stake is worth more than $5 billion, on paper. No other shareholder comes close, according to regulatory filings, but many of Trump Media's executives have seen their net worth swell this week, in some cases by many millions of dollars.



Devin Nunes



Trump Media stake: More than $7 million



The former Republican congressman from California who became chief executive of Trump Media in 2022.



Phillip Juhan



More than $30 million



A former fitness company executive who serves as Trump Media's chief financial officer and has the biggest holding among the company's leaders.



Vladimir Novachki



About $3 million



The company's chief technology officer, formerly an executive at Cosmic Development, a Canadian IT support services company.



Andrew Northwall



More than $1 million



The chief operating officer who was a previous executive at Parler, the social networking service.



Scott Glabe



More than $1 million



The general counsel, previously an acting under secretary for policy at the Department of Homeland Security serving Mr. Trump.



Eric Swider



More than $12 million



The chief executive of the public shell company known as Digital World that merged with Trump Media this week; he is now a member of Trump Media's seven-member board of directors.



The bullishness around Trump Media has been driven by the enthusiasm of 
individual investors and Trump supporters,
 rather than investment firms and hedge funds. The company's lofty valuation stands in contrast to its relatively small operations, with $3.3 million in revenue in the first nine months of last year.



Other major shareholders include the earliest promoters of the merger deal.



The original sponsor of Digital World and its initial public offering, the investment firm ARC Global, holds a stake worth more than $700 million. ARC Global is headed by Patrick Orlando, a former chief executive of Digital World.



ARC Global has a mix of investors, none of whom have been publicly disclosed. But a 
regulatory filing in August
 by Digital World showed that non-U.S. citizens had a roughly 17 percent stake in the firm. The filings noted that ARC Global includes investors from Guatemala, El Salvador, Brazil, Peru and Mexico.



Mr. Orlando, for a time, had been a senior adviser to 
ARC Group
, a Hong Kong-based financier that had been an adviser to Digital World 
when the special purpose acquisition company
 was being established. It is not clear if any of the principals of ARC Group has a financial interest in ARC Global.



United Atlantic Ventures holds a stake in Trump Media worth about $500 million. The firm is controlled by Wes Moss and Andy Litinsky, former contestants on Mr. Trump's reality television show "The Apprentice," who approached the former president in early 2021, shortly after he left the White House, about starting a social media company. They were early participants in talks that ultimately led to the merger of Trump Media and Digital World.



Mr. Orlando, Mr. Litinsky and Mr. Moss 
are in court fighting
 over their stakes in Trump Media. Mr. Orlando has said that he and the shell company's sponsor group are entitled to more shares. Mr. Litinsky and Mr. Moss have filed a lawsuit claiming Trump Media is trying to diminish their stake.



Both lawsuits are pending in Delaware Chancery Court.



Mr. Trump and other major Trump Media shareholders are barred from selling their shares for at least six months, or pledging them as collateral for loans. Trump Media's board, which is filled with loyalists to Mr. Trump, including his eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., could waive those restrictions.



Any significant selling of shares by Mr. Trump or other big shareholders has the potential to depress Trump Media's share price and cut the value of the sellers' holdings.



Major investors or institutions that own less than 5 percent of a public company are not required to disclose stock sales and purchases, until 45 days after the end of a quarter. That means any major institutions that traded shares of Digital World or Trump Media over the past few weeks would not be required to publicly disclose their holdings until the middle of May.



At the end of December, the biggest institutional investor in shares of Digital World was Susquehanna International Group, the Wall Street trading firm owned by Jeffrey Yass, the billionaire investor and major Republican donor. 
His firm owned about 2 percent
 of Digital World's shares at the end of last year.



It is unclear whether Susquehanna still owns shares in the company that became Trump Media. Susquehanna has said that it serves as a market maker -- facilitating the trading of stocks -- and "has zero economic interest in Trump Media."
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Yellen to Warn China Against Flood of Cheap Green Energy Exports



The Treasury secretary, who plans to make her second trip to China soon, will argue that the country's excess industrial production warps supply chains.




Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen plans to raise the issue of China's green technology export overcapacity when she speaks at a solar cell manufacturing facility in Georgia on Wednesday.




By Alan Rappeport


Mar 27, 2024


The Biden administration is growing increasingly concerned that a 
glut of heavily subsidized green technology exports
 from China is distorting global markets and plans to confront Chinese officials about the problem during an upcoming round of economic talks in Beijing.



The tension over industrial policy is flaring as the United States invests heavily in production of solar technology and electric vehicle batteries with funding from the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, while China pumps money into its factory sector to help stimulate its sluggish economy. President Biden and Xi Jinping, China's leader, have sought to stabilize the relationship between the world's two largest economies, but differences over trade policy, investment restrictions and cyberespionage continue to strain ties.



In a speech on Wednesday afternoon, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen will lay out her plans to raise the issue of overcapacity with her Chinese counterparts. At the Suniva solar cell factory in Norcross, Ga., she will warn that China's export strategy threatens to destabilize global supply chains that are developing around industries such as solar, electric vehicles and lithium-ion batteries, according to a copy of her prepared remarks reviewed by The New York Times.



"China's overcapacity distorts global prices and production patterns and hurts American firms and workers, as well as firms and workers around the world," Ms. Yellen will say. "Challenges for individual firms can lead to concentrated supply chains, negatively impacting global economic resilience."



The Treasury secretary is expected to make her second trip to China in the coming weeks. 
The South China Morning Post
 reported that she will visit Guangzhou and Beijing in early April. The Treasury Department declined to comment on her travel plans.



In her speech in Georgia, Ms. Yellen will compare China's investments in green energy technology production to what she described as its previous overinvestment in steel and aluminum, saying it created "global spillovers."



"It is important to the president and me that American firms and workers can compete on a level playing field," Ms. Yellen will say. "We have raised overcapacity in previous discussions with China, and I plan to make it a key issue in discussions during my next trip there."



She will add: "I will press my Chinese counterparts to take necessary steps to address this issue."



Ms. Yellen is visiting Suniva because it is a prime example of how the Biden administration's industrial investments are reviving struggling companies. The solar panel company closed its Norcross plant in 2017 in part because cheap imports were flooding the U.S. market; it plans 
to reopen the factory this spring
 thanks to the Biden administration's green energy investments.



The Treasury Department estimates that the private sector has announced more than $200 billion of clean power investments since the Inflation Reduction Act, which included nearly 
$400 billion in tax credits and subsidies
 for low-emission forms of energy production, was passed.



China, which invested more than $130 billion in its solar sector last year, has voiced its own frustration about America's manufacturing investments. Buyers of electric vehicles that contain components made in China, Russia, North Korea or Iran are not eligible for generous U.S. tax credits.



China 
filed a complaint
 Tuesday with the World Trade Organization arguing that the Biden administration's electric vehicle subsidy policies are discriminatory.



On Wednesday, China's leader, Xi Jinping, struck a rosy tone in a meeting with American business leaders and academics in Beijing. He told the executives that China was "building a first-class business environment that is market oriented." He added that in traditional areas like trade and new ones such as climate change and artificial intelligence, "China and the United States should become boosters for each other's development, not obstructions on each other."



Among the executives with Mr. Xi were Stephen A. Schwarzman, the chairman of Blackstone; 
Craig Allen
, the president of the U.S.-China Business Council; and Cristiano Amon, the president of Qualcomm.



Chris Buckley
 contributed reporting from Taipei, Taiwan.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/business/yellen-china-green-technology.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A.I. Leaders Press Advantage With Congress as China Tensions Rise



Silicon Valley chiefs are swarming the Capitol to try to sway lawmakers on the dangers of falling behind in the artificial intelligence race.








By Cecilia Kang


Mar 27, 2024


In recent weeks, American lawmakers have 
moved to ban
 the Chinese-owned app TikTok. President Biden 
reinforced his commitment
 to overcome China's rise in tech. And the Chinese government added chips from Intel and AMD to a blacklist of imports.



Now, as the tech and economic cold war between the United States and China accelerates, Silicon Valley's leaders are capitalizing on the strife with a lobbying push for their interests in another promising field of technology: artificial intelligence.



On May 1, more than 100 tech chiefs and investors, including Alex Karp, the head of the defense contractor 
Palantir
, and Roelof Botha, the managing partner of the venture capital firm Sequoia Capital, will come to Washington for a daylong conference and private dinner focused on drumming up more hawkishness toward China's progress in A.I.



Dozens of lawmakers, including Speaker Mike Johnson, Republican of Louisiana, will also attend the event, the Hill & Valley Forum, which will include fireside chats and keynote discussions with members of a new House A.I. task force.



Tech executives plan to use the event to directly lobby against A.I. regulations that they consider onerous, as well as ask for more government spending on the technology and research to support its development. They also plan to ask to relax immigration restrictions to bring more A.I. experts to the United States.



The event highlights an unusual area of agreement between Washington and Silicon Valley, which have long clashed on topics like data privacy, children's online protections and even China.



"At the end of the day, whether you are in industry or government, or whatever side of the aisle you are on, we play for team America," said Representative Jay Obernolte of California, the Republican chair of the House A.I. Task Force, who will give opening remarks at the conference.



After the rise over the past year of generative A.I. -- technology that has the potential to fundamentally shift productivity, innovation and employment trends -- lobbying on the topic has exploded. Last year, more than 450 companies, nonprofits, universities and trade groups reported lobbying on A.I., more than double the number of organizations in the previous year, according to OpenSecrets, a nonprofit research group. Palantir more than doubled its spending on lobbying last year to $5 million, its highest level on record.



As tech leaders capitalize on anti-China fervor in Washington, civil society groups and academics warn that debates over competition for tech leadership could hurt efforts to regulate 
potential harms
, such as the risks that some A.I. tools could kill jobs, 
spread disinformation, and disrupt elections.




More than 100 tech leaders are invited to the forum, including Alex Karp, the head of Palantir, shown in the Russell Senate Office Building in September.




"The dynamics of this U.S. v. China race has profound implications because on the other side of slowing down China is minimal friction and regulation for U.S. companies," said Amba Kak, who is the executive director of the AI Now Institute, a research firm, and a former senior adviser on A.I. to the Federal Trade Commission.



A.I. experts say 
China lags the United States in generative A.I.
 by at least a year and may be falling further behind, although a new study 
suggests that it is ahead
 in the talent.



May's event is being organized by 
Jacob Helberg
, a senior adviser to Palantir and a member of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, which reports to Congress on national security threats posed by China. He expanded this year's forum from 
the first gathering he organized last year
, which was a private dinner focused largely on the threat of TikTok, which is owned by Beijing-based ByteDance.




Mr. Helberg, who is also a member of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, organized a smaller gathering last year.




In addition to A.I., lawmakers speaking at the event in the Capitol will push for the Senate to pass legislation to ban TikTok, and Tom Mueller, a founding employee of SpaceX, will speak about the space race between the United States and China. Attendees will include Senator Mike Rounds, Republican of South Dakota and the ranking member of the Armed Services Committee, and Representative Ritchie Torres, a New York Democrat on the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party.



"Tech companies can't be neutral any more," Mr. Helberg said, adding that he recuses himself from any work involving contracts on the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission that could give Palantir an advantage.



Venture capitalists attending the event have dozens of A.I. investments. Sequoia has invested in more than 70 A.I. startups. Khosla Ventures, a $15 billion venture firm, has several investments, including in OpenAI, the company behind the ChatGPT chatbot.



"It's become even more obvious, even more critical, that we treat China as an adversary," said Vinod Khosla, the head of Khosla Ventures who will speak at the forum. "What I'm worrying about is Western values versus a different set of values in China."
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Amazon Adds $2.75 Billion to Its Stake in the A.I. Start-Up Anthropic



The latest investment brings Amazon's total stake in the San Francisco company to $4 billion.




Anthropic's Claude chatbot competes with OpenAI and Google.




By Karen Weise


Mar 27, 2024


Amazon 
said
 on Wednesday that it had added $2.75 billion to its investment in Anthropic, a start-up that competes with companies like OpenAI and Google in the race to build cutting-edge A.I. systems.



Six months ago, Amazon 
invested $1.25 billion
 in Anthropic, making the San Francisco start-up Amazon's most important A.I. partner. Amazon said at the time that it had the option to bring its total investment to $4 billion. It had until the end of March to do so, according to financial filings.



Still, the additional investment shows the enormous resources that tech companies are pouring into A.I. and is indicative of how much financial support Anthropic needs to keep pace with its peers.



"We believe our strategic collaboration with Anthropic will further improve our customers' experiences, and look forward to what's next," Swami Sivasubramanian, an Amazon executive, said in a blog post announcing the investment.



While Anthropic gets closer to Amazon, it has shed a bulk of the holdings of a controversial investor. Last week, a federal judge granted approval for the bankrupt cryptocurrency exchange FTX to sell its stake in Anthropic. In 2021, FTX 
invested $500 million
 in the A.I. start-up, making up a stake of about 8 percent.



The value of that investment has since ballooned. Anthropic's valuation tripled
 
to $15 billion in just a year, The New York Times 
reported
 in February.



Anthropic was started in 2021 by a group of researchers from OpenAI, the company that created the ChatGPT chatbot. At the time, many of those researchers were concerned about OpenAI's growing closer to Microsoft in a partnership eventually worth $13 billion.



Anthropic has steadily 
raised funds
 because developing the foundational systems for generative A.I. requires deep pockets, both to hire staff and to secure computing power.



The Amazon investment in Anthropic is not just a simple equity stake. Like Microsoft's investment in OpenAI, it includes gaining access to A.I. systems and commitments to provide computing power. But it stops short of the high-value acquisitions that could trigger an antitrust review. The Federal Trade Commission 
has begun an inquiry
 to see if these kinds of large A.I. deals hamper competition. (The Times has sued OpenAI and Microsoft for copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.)



In a key part of the partnership, Anthropic agreed to build its A.I. using specialized computer chips designed by Amazon. Amazon has said it hopes Anthropic will help its efforts to meet the cutting-edge demands of A.I. as well as collaborate on designs of specialized chips.



Amazon also gets an early shot at making Anthropic's A.I. models available to customers of its cloud computing service, and this month 
announced
 that it would provide access to the most powerful Anthropic models, known as Claude 3.



The bankruptcy estate of FTX agreed to sell about two-thirds of its shares in the start-up for $884 million. The majority of the stake went to ATIC Third International Investment, a firm linked to a sovereign wealth fund in the United Arab Emirates.



Other buyers included the quantitative trading firm Jane Street and the Ford Foundation, a philanthropic group. Darren Walker, the foundation's president, said in an interview that he viewed Anthropic as an important competitor to OpenAI.



"The fact that Anthropic has emerged and will be a strong competitor is a good thing for the markets, and it's a good thing for the public and the public interest," Mr. Walker said.



David Yaffe-Bellany
 contributed reporting from New York.
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U.S. Approves $1.5 Billion Loan to Restart Michigan Nuclear Plant



The conditional loan from the Energy Department is part of a broad effort to revive the use of nuclear energy in the United States.




A federal loan will help restart the Palisades nuclear plant in Covert Township, Mich., which closed in 2022.




By Ivan Penn


Mar 27, 2024


The Biden administration announced on Wednesday that it had agreed to provide a $1.52 billion loan guarantee to help a company restart a nuclear power plant in Michigan -- the latest step in the government's effort to revive the nation's reactors.



The loan guarantee from the Energy Department will allow Holtec International to revive the Palisades nuclear plant in Covert Township, Mich., on the shores of Lake Michigan and about 40 miles west of Kalamazoo, and keep it going until at least 2051. The loan guarantee is conditional on the facility receiving regulatory approvals and fulfilling other requirements. The plant ceased operations in May 2022.



Nuclear power plants produce electricity without emitting the greenhouse gas emissions that are warming the planet, a feature that has made them popular with lawmakers and energy executives. But many of the country's nuclear reactors, including the Palisades plant, are at or near the end of their lives and need major upgrades. And few U.S. companies have built new nuclear plants in recent decades because doing so is incredibly expensive and time consuming. As a result, lawmakers in both parties have backed incentives and subsidies for nuclear energy.



Holtec bought the Palisades plant in 2022 in order to close the facility but later campaigned to reopen the plant with the backing of the Michigan governor, Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat.



"Once open, Palisades will be the first successfully restarted nuclear power plant in American history, driving $363 million of regional economic impact and helping Michigan lead the future of clean energy," Ms. Whitmer said in a statement.



Federal loan guarantees and grants are expected to help extend the life other plants and spur the development of new technologies to help ensure there is sufficient power to electrify home heaters, cars and industry.



California in recent years reversed its decision to close the Diablo Canyon Power Plant on the Pacific Coast because lawmakers are concerned that the state will not have enough sources of electricity to avoid rolling blackouts on hot summer afternoons. The Department of Energy awarded $1.1 billion to Pacific Gas & Electric to continue the plant's operations.



"Nuclear power is our single largest source of carbon-free electricity, directly supporting 100,000 jobs across the country and hundreds of thousands more indirectly," Jennifer M. Granholm,
 
Mr. Biden's energy secretary, said in a statement on Wednesday, announcing the loan guarantee for the Palisades plant.



The United States has the largest nuclear energy operation  in the world, with almost 100 units across the country, including two new ones at the Alvin W. Vogtle Generating Plant in Georgia, which took more than a decade to build and cost a staggering $35 billion.



Because of the challenges of building large plants like the two Vogtle units -- something experts have said was unlikely in the United States in the near future -- the Biden administration also has pushed for smaller reactors that could be built more quickly and at lower cost.



Those units, often referred to as small modular reactors, could be built in stages rather than all at once. But no small modular reactors have received full approval and licensing from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Holtec wants to use the site of the Palisades nuclear plant to build two small modular reactors, though the cost of those would not be covered by the loan guarantee announced on Wednesday.



Until the small reactors become a reality, a greater focus has turned toward extending the life of nuclear plants already in operation and reviving older units.
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Why the Solar Eclipse Will Not Leave People Without Power



Grid managers say they are well prepared to handle a sharp drop in the energy produced by solar panels as the eclipse darkens the sky in North America on April 8.




Solar panels produce electricity most during the very time that the eclipse will pass over the United States.




By Ivan Penn


Mar 27, 2024


When the sky darkens during next month's solar eclipse, electricity production in some parts of the country will drop so sharply that it could theoretically leave tens of millions of homes in the dark. In practice, hardly anyone will notice a sudden loss of energy.



Electric utilities say they expect to see significant decreases in solar power production during the eclipse but have already lined up alternate sources of electricity, including large battery installations and natural gas power plants. Homeowners who rely on rooftop solar panels should also experience no loss of electricity because home batteries or the electric grid will kick in automatically as needed.



At 12:10 p.m. on April 8, the solar eclipse will begin over southwestern Texas, the regional electrical system perhaps most affected by the event, and last three hours.



"I don't think anything is as predictable as an eclipse," said Pedro Pizarro, president and chief of executive of Edison International, a California power company, and the chairman of the Edison Electric Institute, a utility trade organization. "You can prepare."



This year's solar eclipse will darken the sky as it passes over a swath of Mexico, the United States and Canada. That leaves solar energy systems -- one of the nation's fastest growing sources of electricity -- vulnerable.



Although solar power produces only when the sun shines, forecasters can generally predict pretty well how much electricity panels will produce on any given day depending on the weather. That helps utility and grid managers make sure they have other sources of energy available to meet consumer needs.



Solar power accounted for 
nearly 6 percent of the electricity generated in the United States last year
, up from less than 1 percent a decade earlier. Much of that energy was produced during the middle of the day, during the very hours that the eclipse will pass over the United States. Ramping up other temporary resources like power plants that typically run on natural gas can raise costs and increase greenhouse gas emissions, but energy experts said doing so for an eclipse will have minimal economic and environmental impact.



Electric grid managers regularly handle fluctuations in the supply of power because of bad weather and other events. They will be aided during this event by the timing of the eclipse, avoiding periods of high demand before people go to work and after they return home in the evening when electricity use generally peaks.



"There should be no disruption for customers if regulators plan appropriately," said Abigail Ross Hopper, president and chief executive of the Solar Energy Industries Association. "For Americans with solar on their home, it won't be any different than a passing thunderstorm."



One of the primary regulatory agencies that could be affected by the eclipse, the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, said it is prepared.



The council, which manages Texas' grid, has been under scrutiny over the last few years following a collapse of the state's electricity system during a winter storm and freeze in 2021. It has had to ask homeowners and businesses to reduce their electricity use during winter freezes and summer heat waves in recent years in order to avoid rolling blackouts.



A solar eclipse in October 2023 caused a dramatic drop in solar power production, forcing grid mangers to direct natural gas plants to ramp up production. That event prompted increased planning for the upcoming eclipse.



The Texas grid operator said it expected the April eclipse to reduce solar energy generation to "about 7.6 percent of its maximum clear sky output."



It said it was "working on forecasting models to reflect reduced solar power production and does not expect any grid reliability concerns during the eclipse."



Solar power has provided an increasingly large proportion of Texas' electricity, according to the federal Energy Information Administration. More than a third of the solar additions in the United States this year are expected in the state -- the most of any state -- raising concern about the need for backup systems like batteries to ensure reliability of the grid during solar eclipses and extreme weather events.



The variable nature of solar power is increasingly one of the reasons consumers have been encouraged to add batteries to their rooftop solar systems. Solar homes that have batteries will see the least impact from the solar eclipse.



The eclipse "will have some very small impact," said Mary Powell, chief executive of Sunrun, the nation's largest residential solar company.
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Guest Essay



Ethan Crumbley's Parents Were Just Part of a Much Bigger Problem








By Elizabeth Spiers


Mar 26, 2024


James and Jennifer Crumbley never anticipated that their then-15-year-old son, Ethan, would use the 9-millimeter Sig Sauer handgun Mr. Crumbley had bought -- ostensibly as an early Christmas present -- to kill four students at a Michigan high school. At least that's the argument their lawyers made in court before Ms. Crumbley, last month, and Mr. Crumbley, almost two weeks ago, were convicted of involuntary manslaughter in separate trials. Prosecutors argued that the Crumbleys did not do enough to secure the gun and ignored warning signs that Ethan was planning to use it.



After every mass shooting by a teenager at a school, there is an instinct to look to the shooter's parents to understand what went wrong. In the case of the Crumbleys, this seems obvious: Ethan left disturbing journal entries fantasizing about shooting up the school, and stating that he had asked his parents for help with his mental health issues but didn't get it. His father said the family had a gun safe but the safe's combination was the default factory setting, 0-0-0.



One factor that's gotten less attention, however, is how the Crumbleys' attitudes and actions reflect an increasingly insidious gun culture that treats guns as instruments of defiance and rebellion rather than as a means of last resort.



I've been thinking about this case a lot because I grew up in the 1980s and '90s in a rural part of the Deep South where almost everyone I knew had guns in the house, unsecured, and mental illness was stigmatized and often went untreated. Church was considered a superior venue for counseling, and only "crazy" people sought professional help. If the evidence for criminal negligence is a failure to lock up a gun and ignoring signs of mental illness, many of the adults I grew up around would have been (and still would be) vulnerable to the same charges as the Crumbleys.



It's convenient and comforting for many people to believe that if it had been their child, they'd have prevented this tragedy. But prison visiting rooms are full of good, diligent parents who never thought their kid would be capable of landing there.



My parents didn't own a gun safe, but kept guns hidden away from us, which, like many gun owners at the time, they thought of as "secured." The men in my family were all hunters and the guns they kept were hunting rifles, not AR-15s. (You can't feed a family with deer meat that's been blown to bits.) I knew my parents kept a handgun, too, but it was never shown to us, or treated as a shiny new toy.



Gun culture was different then. It would have never occurred to my parents to acquire an entire arsenal of guns and display them prominently around the house, as some people now do, or ludicrously suggest that 
Jesus Christ would have carried one
. They did not, as more than a few Republican politicians have done, send out Christmas photos of their children posing with weapons designed explicitly to kill people at an age when those children likely still believed Santa existed. Open carry was legal, but if you were to walk into the local barbecue joint with a semiautomatic rifle on your back emblazoned with fake military insignia, people would think you were creepy and potentially dangerous, not an exemplar of masculinity and patriotism.



All of these things happen now with regularity, and they're considered normal by gun owners who believe that any kind of control infringes on their Second Amendment rights. Children are introduced at a young age to guns like the Sig Sauer that Ethan Crumbley used. They're taught to view guns as emblematic of freedom and the right to self-defense -- two concepts that have been expanded to include whatever might justify unlimited accumulation of weapons.



"Freedom" is short for not being told what to do, even though the law very much dictates how and when guns should be used. "Self-defense" is often talked about as a justifiable precaution in the event of home invasion, though home invasions are as rare as four-leaf clovers and do not require an arsenal unless the invader is a small army. (It's also worth noting that basic home security systems are far less expensive than many popular guns, which suggests that at the very least, some gun owners may be intentionally opting for the most violent potential scenario.) Most important, too many children are taught that guns confer power and can and should be used to intimidate other people. (Relatedly, any time I write about gun control, at least one gun owner emails to say he'd love to shoot me, which is not exactly evidence of responsible gun ownership.)



Mass shooters often begin with a grievance -- toward certain populations, individuals they feel wronged by, society at large -- and 
escalate their behavior
 from fantasizing about violence to planning actual attacks. A 
study from 2019
 suggests that feeling inadequate may make gun owners more inclined toward violence. In the study, gun owners were given a task to perform and then told that they failed it. Later they were asked a number of questions, including whether they would be willing to kill someone who broke into their home, even if the intruder was leaving. "We found that the experience of failure increased participants' view of guns as a means of empowerment," 
wrote one researcher
, "and enhanced their readiness to shoot and kill a home intruder."



The study hypothesized that these gun owners "may be seeking a compensatory means to interact more effectively with their environment."



Good parents model healthy interactions all the time. If their kids are struggling with a sense of inferiority or are having trouble dealing with failure, we teach them self-confidence and resilience. Parents who treat guns as a mechanism for feeling more significant and powerful are modeling an extremely dangerous way to interact with their environment.



What's particularly hypocritical here is that the most strident defenders of this culture skew conservative and talk a lot about what isn't appropriate for children and teenagers. What they think is inappropriate often includes educating kids about sex, about the fact that some people are gay or transsexual and about racism. It's a perverse state of affairs: Exposing children to simple facts is dangerous, but exposing them to machines designed to kill is not. You can't get your driver's license until you're a teenager, or buy cigarettes and alcohol until you're 21, but much earlier than that, kids can, with adult supervision, legally learn how to end someone's life.



Parents can't ensure that their child won't ever feel inferior or disempowered, or even in some cases become delusional or filled with rage. Teenagers do things that their parents would never anticipate every day, even if they're close and communicative. Some develop serious drug habits or become radicalized into extremism or take their own lives.



One thing parents can ensure is that their children cannot get access to a gun in their house. The only foolproof way to do that is to ensure that there's no gun in the house to begin with. Barring that, parents can make sure they are not reinforcing a toxic gun culture that says that displaying and threatening to use lethal machines is a reasonable way to deal with anger or adversity. That message makes the idea of killing someone seem almost ordinary.



That doesn't prevent school shooters; it primes them.



Elizabeth Spiers, a contributing Opinion writer, is a journalist and digital media strategist.



Source photographs by CSA-Printstock and John Storey, via Getty Images.
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100 Days of Javier Milei








By Uki Goni


Mar 24, 2024


Argentina's new president, Javier Milei, has been in office for just over 100 days. Since his inauguration on Dec. 10, Mr. Milei, a far-right libertarian, has been on a mission to end what he 
has described
 as "an orgy of public spending" by previous administrations that left him with "the worst inheritance" of any government in Argentina's history.



The extreme libertarian program that Mr. Milei says will 
make Argentina great again
 -- along with his unruly hair and tongue -- has 
attracted
 countless 
comparisons
 to Donald Trump and won him high praise from Mr. Trump and other powerful admirers. Elon Musk indicated that Mr. Milei's speech at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, this year was "so hot" that it distracted from the act of sex.



But this political outsider is having a harder time convincing his fellow Argentines of his vision. A self-proclaimed "
anarcho-capitalist
," Mr. Milei won the presidential race in November on promises to end Argentina's 
sky-high inflation
 through a free-market transformation of the state. So far, he's failed to deliver: Inflation doubled during his first month in office, though it 
has slowed down
 recently. Poverty rates have shot up; retail sales have 
plummeted
. Mr. Milei has both faced widespread protests on the streets and hit a wall in Congress, which has twice so far rejected the plans he says will transform Argentina into "a world power once again."



All of these headwinds have left a troubling question hanging over his new administration: Who is the real Javier Milei? Is he the economic visionary who won over voters and prompted Mr. Musk to predict that "
prosperity is ahead for Argentina
"? Or is he the power-hungry villain that tens of thousands of Argentines now march against on the streets, chanting, "The country is not for sale!"



This much is certain: Mr. Milei is no Donald Trump. While his anti-establishment persona and inflammatory rhetoric invite easy comparisons to the former president, Mr. Milei is a product of a long South American history in which authoritarianism has been the norm and democracy the exception. Although he embraces some elements of the Trump populism flowing from North to South America -- including the "Don't tread on me" Gadsden flags he likes to pose with -- Mr. Milei is more archetypal South American caudillo, or strongman, than Trump aspirer.



Mr. Milei, like the Venezuelan strongman Hugo Chavez, his ideological opposite, is seeking extraordinary powers in the name of saving his country. For decades, Argentina has been held up by free-market economists as one of the world's pre-eminent examples of how progressive economic policies can lead to disaster. The argument goes that while Argentina was ruled by conservatives in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the country was among the world's top economies, before left-leaning governments came to power and bloated spending with unaffordable social welfare programs, generating Argentina's chronic inflation problem. In his Dec. 10 
inaugural speech
, Mr. Milei waxed nostalgic for this long-ago time, boasting with undisguised exaggeration that Argentina was "the richest country in the world " and "a beacon of light of the West."



But Argentina was no paradise back then. A single political party clung to power through electoral fraud between 1874 and 1916. Although Argentina did become an agricultural powerhouse, the period was also marked by endemic corruption, excessive international borrowing, recurrent financial crises and empty state coffers that the government tried to fill the same way Mr. Milei wants to today -- by privatizing state companies.



Argentina's current democratic period, which started in 1983, has been the longest in its 208-year history. But the economy has proved nearly unfixable for both dictators and democratically elected leaders -- left and right -- since the country's independence from Spain in 1816, marred by inflation, foreign debt defaults and various convertibility schemes.



Mr. Milei won over voters last year with the promise to end this long economic agony by attacking what he has identified as a root cause: "the aberration of social justice." Many of his economic policies are inspired by the works of Murray Rothbard, a 20th-century American libertarian economist who befriended Holocaust deniers and whom critics accused of supporting 
racial segregation
. Elements of Rothbard dogma were key tenets of Mr. Milei's presidential campaign, including his "Taxation is theft" slogan and his pledge to 
eliminate
 the country's central bank.



He blames progressive governments such as that of Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, who was in power from 2007 until 2015, for the country's many ills. As a cure, Mr. Milei has already started dismantling Argentina's welfare programs and removing the government from the business of education and health care.



So far, Mr. Milei does not seem averse to putting democracy on the rack as his vision of a libertarian paradise has hit political resistance. On March 14, the Senate 
overturned
 a presidential decree in which Mr. Milei conferred on himself the power to plow ahead with cost-cutting reforms without congressional approval. (The decree remains in force, however, unless the lower house, where the president faces better odds, also strikes it down.) Last month, congressional opposition also forced him to 
withdraw
 the free-market omnibus bill that was the cornerstone of his economic plan and would have permitted him to privatize state companies and deregulate vast areas of the economy, including environmental controls and the labor market.



Mr. Milei, according to 
one report
, said that he was going to "piss" on the governors who refused to back the economic bill and added that he could close Congress. He called the legislators who voted against the bill "parasites."



It is an open question whether Mr. Milei has misread his voters on how far they, too, are willing to go to turn Argentina's economy around. He may be testing the limits of Argentina's on-and-off-again democracy to fulfill his dream of transforming it from a soft, populist, welfare- and social-rights-driven nation into a libertarian utopia where the fittest can realize their full potential unshackled from the weight of sharing their bounty. Even if Mr. Milei's policies do eventually tame the price of basic goods, Argentines may not embrace being denied public health policies that generations have enjoyed -- or having their elected leader threaten to shut down the legislature.



Argentina is, after all, not the unmitigated economic disaster Mr. Milei and like-minded critics make it out to be. It has a diversified industrial base and is a major agricultural exporter. It has the 
second-highest
 human development index in Latin America and is its 
third-largest
 economy, with a highly educated population and a still strong, if battered, middle class that knows how to fight for its rights.



In January, soon after he took office, Mr. Milei went to Davos with a message for the world's businesspeople. "Let no one tell you that your ambition is immoral," he 
said
. "You are the true protagonists of this story, and rest assured that as from today, Argentina is your staunch and unconditional ally."



As the enthusiastic responses from Mr. Musk and 
others
 show, his message has been well received by the wealthy. But Mr. Milei will have to make an equally convincing appeal to the real protagonists in this story: the people on the streets and byways of Argentina, whose patience may start wearing thin more quickly than expected if Mr. Milei does not soon slay the beast of inflation, which has seldom been tamed in our country's long history.



If he fails, he will be remembered not as the libertarian genius that Mr. Trump and Mr. Musk make him out to be but as just another in a long line of South American would-be caudillos who failed to deliver on their promises -- and made life miserable for millions along the way.



Uki Goni, a former contributing Opinion writer, is an Argentine essayist and journalist whose work has appeared in The New York Review of Books and The Guardian. He is the author of "The Real Odessa: How Nazi War Criminals Escaped Europe."
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Biden Is Breaking Campaign Rule No. 1. And It Just Might Work.








By Felicia Wong


Mar 27, 2024


Should we have trillionaires? Should we even have billionaires? According to at least 
one recent analysis
, the economy is on track to mint its first trillionaire -- that is one thousand billion -- within a decade. Such staggering accumulations of wealth are made possible in large part by the fact that America's federal tax burden is so comparatively light. After a long period of seeming to venerate the 1 percent, or the 1 percent of 1 percent of 1 percent, American sentiment is swinging hard against this imbalance.



Now Joe Biden, behind in many polls and presiding over an economy that is objectively strong but politically unpopular, is hoping to boost his re-election bid with a policy idea that would once have been almost unthinkable: For this portion of the population, at least, he is vowing -- almost gleefully -- to raise taxes.



Even for a popular president, this would seem like a huge risk. For a Democrat with low job approval ratings and precarious poll numbers on his handling of the economy, it's a shocking rebuke to conventional wisdom -- and practically an invitation to critics to call him a tax-and-spend liberal. But on the politics as well as the policy, Mr. Biden is making the right call. Economic ideas that were once dead on arrival are now gaining traction on both the left and the right. The moment has arrived for changes in the tax code -- and maybe beyond.



For at least the last half-century, raising taxes has been the third rail of American politics. Ronald Reagan rode the wave of the late-1970s "tax revolt" into the Oval Office. I was a kid in California then, and I remember how fierce the anti-tax sentiment was. Howard Jarvis and his followers, mostly older white property owners, pushed for the ballot initiative known as Proposition 13 because they were, in their own words, "mad as hell" that their rising taxes would help educate immigrant families. The anti-taxers won by a nearly two-to-one ratio.



Time magazine put Mr. Jarvis on its cover and called Prop. 13 the "most radical slash in property taxes since Depression days." The movement devastated schools and social services. But it was political gold and spread nationwide.



During his first year as president, Mr. Reagan cut the highest personal income tax rate from 70 percent to 50 percent. He cut taxes for low-income Americans, too, decreased the maximum capital gains rate from 28 percent to 20 percent and cut corporate taxes. These tax cuts caused such deficits that Mr. Reagan had to 
reverse some of them
 throughout the rest of his time in office, but that is not how history remembers his presidency. By the end of his second term, the top individual rate was only 33 percent.



Anti-tax activists made cutting taxes an explicit 
political litmus test
. In 1988, George H.W. Bush famously pledged "read my lips, no new taxes." Twenty-five years later, Barack Obama did 
modestly raise taxes
 on the highest-earning Americans, but he kept quiet about it, instead 
touting
 middle-class tax cuts that, he said, left middle-income families with a lower tax rate than at "almost any other period in the last 60 years."



Fast forward to Joe Biden, who is making $5 trillion in tax increases central to his re-election campaign. During his State of the Union speech this month, he even made fun of Republicans for favoring cuts. Getting the rich to pay their share is right up there with getting greedy companies to stop charging you junk fees and, he says, 
shrinking your Snickers bars
.



What explains the pivot? The president is following the money. Over the last decade, and even more since the pandemic, wealth concentration has shot up astonishingly. 
Elon Musk
 was worth about $25 billion in 2020 and at the end of 2023 was worth almost 10 times that. In 1990, there were nearly 
70 American billionaires
. Today, there are nearly 700. To what earthly end are we encouraging trillionaires?



The trend toward extreme inequality has fueled tremendous populist outrage, like the tax revolt in reverse. It may have been the Bernie Sanders left that started the "billionaires are a policy failure" meme, but 
poll after poll
 shows that between two-thirds and three-quarters of Americans want higher taxes on the wealthy and corporations.



It isn't all outrage, though. A lot of it is common sense. As one of the wealthy nations with the 
lowest tax
 rate, the United States has put off investing in our families and children. This deferred maintenance is costly: Our child care, health care, family leave and higher education systems are, as a result, among the most expensive and least accessible in the world. Making these arenas a priority is affordable and effective, and they have waited far too long.



Raising high-end taxes can be good for business, too. In the 1960s, George Romney, Mitt's father, regularly 
turned down his bonuses
 from his auto executive job, perhaps in part because his marginal tax rate would have been about 90 percent. It made more sense for companies then to invest excess profits back into their businesses rather than in C.E.O. pay packages. Today, C.E.O. pay at the largest companies has skyrocketed while businesses have invested less in 
research
, 
physical plant
 and other capital assets.



"Tax and spend" wasn't always an epithet. Reagan Republicans and 1970s-era right-wing populists weaponized the label every chance they got. "You could be talking about the Mets versus the Dodgers," the former U.S. Representative Steve Israel of New York 
recalled
, "and good Republican operatives would be able to weave in tax-and-spend."



But the term, as Mr. Biden and his team clearly know, no longer stings in quite the same way, especially not if taxes are linked to a vision that would make Americans' lives less anxiety-ridden and more stable. Donald Trump's hallmark legislative achievement, the 2017 "Tax Cuts and Jobs Act," which cut more than $1 trillion in taxes -- mostly for the wealthy and corporations -- has major provisions that are set to expire next year. A partisan battle will ensue. Mr. Biden's 2024 push on taxes is a shot across that bow. Can we imagine an even bigger shift on taxation than the one Mr. Biden is making?



Could we get past the sense that taxes are what the government takes, and toward an idea of taxes as a means of patriotism, a kitty we all pay into to build something for community use: a school, a library, a road, a college, a hospital? What if taxation could bring us all together? It's not that wild an idea. As the political scientist 
Vanessa Williamson
 notes, both liberal and conservative Americans view paying taxes as a moral duty. Just think of the pride with which people refer to themselves as taxpayers.



Of course, taxes are only a civic good if the tax rules are perceived as being fair. Which is why Mr. Biden's calculated risk could pay many dividends come November.



Felicia Wong is president and chief executive of Roosevelt Forward, the advocacy partner of the progressive think tank the Roosevelt Institute.
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Guest Essay



How the SAT Changed My Life








By Emi Nietfeld


Mar 27, 2024


This month, the University of Texas at Austin joined the wave of selective universities reversing Covid era test-optional admissions policies, once again requiring students to submit ACT or SAT scores.



Many schools have embraced the test-optional rule under the assumption that it would bolster equity and diversity, since higher scores are correlated with privilege. But it turns out that these policies harmed the teenagers they were supposed to help. Many low-income and minority students withheld scores that could have gotten them in, wrongly assuming that their scores were too low, according to 
an analysis
 by Dartmouth. More top universities are sure to join the reversal. This is a good thing.



I was one of the disadvantaged youths who are often failed by test-optional policies, striving to get into college while in foster care and homeless. We hear a lot about the efforts of these elite schools to attract diverse student bodies and about debates around the best way to assemble a class. What these conversations overlook is the hope these tests offer students who are in difficult situations.



For many of us, standardized tests provided our one shot to prove our potential, despite the obstacles in our lives or the untidy pasts we had. We found solace in the objectivity of a hard number and a process that -- unlike many things in our lives -- we could control. I will always feel tenderness toward the Scantron sheets that unlocked higher education and a better life.



Growing up, I fantasized about escaping the chaos of my family for the peace of a grassy quad. Both my parents had mental health issues. My adolescence was its own mess. Over two years I took a dozen psychiatric drugs while attending four different high school programs. At 14, I was sent to a locked facility where my education consisted of work sheets and reading aloud in an on-site classroom. In a life skills class, we learned how to get our G.E.D.s. My college dreams began to seem like delusions.



Then one afternoon a staff member handed me a library copy of "Barron's Guide to the ACT
." 
I leafed through the onionskin pages and felt a thunderclap of possibility. I couldn't go to the bathroom without permission, let alone take Advanced Placement Latin or play water polo or do something else that would impress elite colleges. But I could teach myself the years of math I'd missed while switching schools and improve my life in this one specific way.



After nine months in the institution, I entered foster care. I started my sophomore year at yet another high school, only to have my foster parents shuffle my course load at midyear, when they decided Advanced Placement classes were bad for me. In part because of academic instability like this, only 
3 to 4 percent
 of former foster youth get a four-year college degree.



Later I bounced between friends' sofas and the back seat of my rusty Corolla, using my new-to-me SAT prep book as a pillow. I had no idea when I'd next shower, but I could crack open practice problems and dip into a meditative trance. For those moments, everything was still, the terror of my daily life softened by the fantasy that my efforts might land me in a dorm room of my own, with endless hot water and an extra-long twin bed.



Standardized tests allowed me to look forward, even as every other part of college applications focused on the past. The song and dance of personal statements required me to demonstrate all the obstacles I'd overcome while I was still in the middle of them. When shilling my trauma left me gutted and raw, researching answer elimination strategies was a balm. I could focus on equations and readings, like the scholar I wanted to be, rather than the desperate teenager that I was.



Test-optional policies would have confounded me, but in the 2009-10 admissions cycle when I applied, I had to submit my scores; my fellow hopefuls and I were all in this together, slogging through multiple-choice questions until our backs ached and our eyes crossed.



The hope these exams instilled in me wasn't abstract: It manifested in hundreds of glossy brochures. After taking the PSAT in my junior year, universities that had received my score flooded me with letters urging me to apply. For once, I felt wanted. These marketing materials informed me that the top universities offered generous financial aid that would allow me to attend for free. I set my sights higher, despite my guidance counselor's lack of faith.



When I took the actual SAT, I was ashamed of my score. Had submitting it been optional, I most likely wouldn't have done it, because I suspected my score was lower than the prep-school applicants I was up against. (Exactly what Dartmouth found in the analysis that led it to reinstate testing requirements.) When you grow up like I did, it's difficult to believe that you are ever good enough.



When I got into Harvard, it felt like a miracle splitting my life into a before and after. My exam preparation paid off on campus -- it was the only reason I knew geometry or grammar -- and it motivated me to tackle new, difficult topics. I majored in computer science, having never written a line of code. Though a career as a software engineer seemed far-fetched, I used my SAT study strategies to prepare for technical interviews (in which you're given one or more problems to solve) that landed me the stable, lucrative Google job that catapulted me out of financial insecurity.



I'm not the only one who feels affection for these tests. At Harvard, I met other students who saw these exams as the one door they could unlock, which opened into a new future. I was lucky that the tests offered me hope all along, that I could cling to the promise that one day I could bubble in a test form and find myself transported into a better life -- the one I lead today.



Ms. Nietfeld is the author of the memoir "
Acceptance
." Previously, she was a software engineer at 
Google
 and Facebook.
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letters



Defining Professionalism Among Doctors and Nurses


Mar 27, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
How 'Professionalism' in the Medical World Can Be a Minefield
" (Science Times, March 19):



Doctors and nurses have answered a calling to care -- specifically, in healing the sick. They don't think about whether their off-duty attire meets traditional definitions of appropriateness, even though some people think that is what defines or constitutes "professionalism."



But larger questions remain. How do we train medical professionals to be leaders in their field -- to commence difficult conversations about death, to manage C-suite demands and requests, to work as a team with others, or to assuage patients' concerns in a way that fosters compassion and trust?



Hospital executives and medical staff leaders who invest in professionalism training will be rewarded with happier, healthier patients, and doctors and nurses who bring joy and love to their work.



Robert Eisinger
Robert Minkes
Dr. Eisinger is chief administrative officer at the Healthcare Experience Foundation. Dr. Minkes is a physician coach at the foundation.



To the Editor:



Regulating professionalism in medical school is challenging. While it's crucial to instill traits like reliability and responsibility in future physicians, professionalism can also feel like a weapon wielded arbitrarily.



Some people of color worry over seemingly trivial matters like hairstyle, influenced by the prevailing notion that white people's hair is the standard for a polished and professional look.



Personally, as an Iranian Canadian, I straightened my naturally curly hair for medical school interviews. One friend -- a Black classmate who wore braids -- confided that he also considered altering his appearance for interviews but decided against it, realizing he wouldn't want to attend a school that deemed his appearance unprofessional. Another friend, a South Asian man with well-kempt but long, curly hair, was told he looked unprofessional by a clinical examiner.



Fortunately, our medical school ultimately acknowledged that professional standards shouldn't be based on white norms around appearance. Now, as a practicing physician, I proudly wear my hair curly all the time.



Shima Shakory
Toronto



Ronna McDaniel in the Rearview Mirror




Ronna McDaniel 




To the Editor:



Re "
NBC News Undoes Hire of McDaniel
" (Business, March 27), about the abrupt dismissal of Ronna McDaniel, the head of the Republican National Committee under former President Donald Trump:



Ms. McDaniel, who was hired by the network as an on-air political contributor, engaged in questionable and probably illegal behavior in Michigan after the 2020 election. Furthermore, she continues to profess that the election was rigged.



Those two facts alone would disqualify her from any journalistic assignment anywhere. The only conclusion to this episode is that NBC erred in its decision to hire her in the first place.



Richard Brody
Mercer Island, Wash.



To the Editor:



As the NBC News leaders backtrack on an inexplicable decision to give credence to an election denier, Ronna McDaniel, we should all take note. Those who stood up for truth in reporting won that battle.



We, the people, have the same battle to win at the polls. We should never excuse election deniers. And the only way to beat them is to show up.



Cheryl Davidson
Culpeper, Va.



The Problem Isn't Ohio, Senator Sherrod Brown Says




A tattered flag outside a shuttered auto factory in Lordstown, Ohio.




To the Editor:



Re "
What's the Matter With Ohio?
," by Paul Krugman (column, March 22):



Nothing is wrong with Ohioans. The problem is decades of bad trade policy, written at the behest of multinational corporations and pushed by the coastal elite in both parties and in the media, that devastated Ohio communities like the one I grew up in.



The damage to our economy, and to Ohioans' faith in their government, won't be repaired overnight. We need investment in American manufacturing and American workers, and we need to level the playing field with Chinese-government-subsidized companies that cheat our trade laws.



And we know that the same corporate apologists who pushed the failed policies of the past will seize on any excuse to try to drag us backward.



Sherrod Brown
Cleveland
The writer, a Democrat, is a United States senator from Ohio.



Suppressing Third Parties




The political activist Cornel West's supporters have formed the Justice for All party to secure a ballot line in at least five states.




To the Editor:



Re "
Democrats Try to Derail Bids by 3rd Parties
" (front page, March 21):



Laws and rules that keep parties and candidates from appearing on ballots have the same purpose and effect as laws and rules that deny people the right to vote: suppressing the votes of political opponents.



Thomas F. Schlafly
St. Louis



A Chorus of Boos for Trash Talk in Baseball








To the Editor:



Re "
Nothing Makes Baseball Fun Like Trash Talk
," by Rafi Kohan (Opinion guest essay, March 24):



So, yes, more taunting in baseball. Remember, it all leaches out into the general public. Just what our uncivil body politic, drowning in hatred and teeming with guns, needs.



Not everyone is equipped or inclined to deal calmly with the casual badinage that defines our society. Our streets are filled with people -- many quite well armed -- who don't cope well with disrespect. Many shoot or get shot.



Nice time capsule, Mr. Kohan. Please let's keep it sealed.



Stephen D. Craig
Charlotte, N.C.



To the Editor:



Just what we need: more verbal abuse and insults in the public sphere. I get the point that it would be entertaining to some people to watch and listen to this, but isn't this just what this country is struggling with on the internet: the ease with which we can taunt and tease with no repercussions?



If that's entertainment, I want no part of it.



Kate Washton
Bronxville, N.Y.



To the Editor:



What a horrible idea. There are plenty of other sports that have trash talk; watch them. We already have to read about Donald Trump's trash talk every day. Baseball is a welcome respite. Let's watch the best players win on the basis of their skills in the sport, not at being jerks.



Mark Stowitts
Redlands, Calif.



It's an Animals' World




A statue of Balto the sled dog in the wilds of Central Park.




To the Editor:



Re "
New York Is Wilder Than You Think
," by Emma Marris (Opinion guest essay, March 17):



I live in a suburb adjacent to Albany, and two days ago, a red fox came onto my deck and looked in my window. Occasionally I see a deer, raccoon or opossum in the "forever wild" area beyond my house. A friend who lives about three miles away reported seeing a black bear in his backyard. I do feed the birds and squirrels.



This reminds me that these wild animals are not intruding on us, but rather that we, in occupying their lands, are the real intruders. They were all here long before we occupied their lands.



Arlen Westbrook
Delmar, N.Y.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/opinion/medical-professionalism-doctors-nurses.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      International

      
        To Live Past 100, Mangia a Lot Less: Italian Expert's Ideas on Aging
        Valter Longo, who wants to live to a healthy 120 or 130, sees the key to longevity in diet -- legumes and fish -- and faux fasting.

      

      
        Venezuela Opposition Hopes 3rd Time Is Charm With Anti-Maduro Candidate
        After its first two choices to compete for the presidency against Nicolas Maduro in July's election were barred from running, the coalition of opposition parties was able to register a third, provisional choice.

      

      
        Why Are China's Nationalists Attacking the Country's Heroes?
        Online vitriol has targeted the country's richest man, erasing billions of dollars of his company's market value, despite Beijing's courtship of entrepreneurs.

      

      
        Thailand Lawmakers Bring Same-Sex Marriage a Crucial Step Closer
        The House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly to legalize same-sex marriage. The bill now goes to Thailand's Senate.

      

      
        Worries Over Ethnic Tensions Have Kremlin Treading Carefully on Massacre
        Anti-migrant rhetoric in the aftermath of the attacks at the concert venue outside Moscow has spurred fears that the tragedy could cause ethnic strife inside Russia.

      

      
        Russia Has No Formal Death Penalty. Some Want to Change That.
        Some prominent Russians are calling for the execution of those responsible for the massacre at a concert hall near Moscow, and an end to Russia's 28-year moratorium on capital punishment.

      

      
        Russian Group Spread Disinformation About Princess of Wales, Experts Say
        A Kremlin-linked group known for online campaigns to sow falsehoods and distrust among Russia's foes helped fuel the frenzy of conspiracy theories about Catherine and her health.

      

      
        Russia Extends American Journalist's Detention for a Fifth Time
        The ruling means that Evan Gershkovich, a reporter for The Wall Street Journal, will spend more than a year in custody awaiting trial on a spying charge.

      

      
        What Lies Beneath: London Boat Race Marred by Sewage Concerns
        Rowers in the Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race this weekend have been warned of dangerously high levels of E. coli in the River Thames, the latest sign of England's polluted waterways.

      

      
        Israel and Hezbollah Trade Fire, With Deaths Reported on Both Sides
        The exchange came as a U.N. cease-fire demand appeared to be having little effect on the war in Gaza, and pressure increased on neighboring Jordan to sever ties with Israel.

      

      
        Majority of Americans Disapprove of Israel's Actions in Gaza, New Poll Shows
        The Gallup poll conducted this month found that 55 percent of Americans disapproved of Israel's military action, an increase of 10 percentage points from four months earlier.

      

      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




To Live Past 100, Mangia a Lot Less: Italian Expert's Ideas on Aging



Valter Longo, who wants to live to a healthy 120 or 130, sees the key to longevity in diet -- legumes and fish -- and faux fasting.




Valter Longo in his lab in Milan, in January. "For studying aging, Italy is just incredible," said Dr. Longo, a youthful 56. "It's nirvana."




By Jason Horowitz


Mar 25, 2024


Most members of the band subscribed to a live-fast-die-young lifestyle. But as they partook in the drinking and drugging endemic to the 1990s grunge scene after shows at the Whisky a Go Go, Roxy and other West Coast clubs, the band's guitarist, Valter Longo, a nutrition-obsessed Italian Ph.D. student, wrestled with a lifelong addiction to longevity.



Now, decades after Dr. Longo dropped his grunge-era band, DOT, for a career in biochemistry, the Italian professor stands with his floppy rocker hair and lab coat at the nexus of Italy's eating and aging obsessions.



"For studying aging, Italy is just incredible," said Dr. Longo, a youthful 56, at the lab he runs at a cancer institute in Milan, where he will speak at an aging conference later this month. Italy has one of the world's oldest populations, including 
multiple pockets of centenarians
 who tantalize researchers searching for the fountain of youth. "It's nirvana."



Dr. Longo, who is also a professor of gerontology and director of the U.S.C. Longevity Institute in California, has long advocated longer and better living through eating Lite Italian, one of a global explosion of 
Road to Perpetual Wellville
 theories about how to stay young in a field that is itself still in its adolescence.



In addition to identifying genes that regulate aging, he has created a plant and nut-based diet with supplements and kale crackers that mimics fasting to, he argues, allow cells to shed harmful baggage and rejuvenate, without the down side of actually starving. He has patented and sold his ProLon diet kits; published best-selling books ("The Longevity Diet"); and been called an influential "
Fasting Evangelist
" by Time magazine.




Dr. Longo's lab in Milan. In addition to identifying genes that regulate aging, he has created a plant and nut-based diet to increase longevity.




Last month, he published a new 
study
 based on clinical trials of hundreds of older people -- including in the Calabria town from which his family hails -- that he said suggests that periodic cycles of his own faux-fasting approach could reduce biological age and stave off illnesses associated with aging.



His private foundation, also based in Milan, tailors diets for cancer patients, but also consults for Italian companies and schools, promoting a Mediterranean diet that is actually foreign to most Italians today.



"Almost nobody in Italy eats the Mediterranean diet," said Dr. Longo, who has a breezy California manner and Italian accent. He added that many Italian children, especially in the country's south, are obese, bloated on what he calls the poisonous five Ps -- pizza, pasta, protein, potatoes and pane (or bread).



At the foundation recently, the resident nutritionist, Dr. Romina Cervigni, sat amid pictures on the wall showing Dr. Longo playing guitar with centenarians, and shelves of his longevity diet books, translated into many languages and filled with recipes.



"It's very similar to the original Mediterranean diet, not the present one," she said, pointing at photographs on the wall of a bowl of ancient legumes similar to the chickpea, and of a Calabrian green bean pod prized by Dr. Longo. "His favorite."



Dr. Longo, who has split his time between California and Italy for the past decade, once occupied a niche field. But in recent years, Silicon Valley billionaires who hope to be forever young have funded secretive labs. Wellness articles have conquered newspaper home pages and Fountains-of-Youth workout and diet ads featuring insanely fit middle-aged people teem on the social media feeds of not insanely fit middle-aged people.



But even as concepts like longevity, intermittent fasting and biological age -- you're only as old as your cells feel! -- have gained momentum, governments like Italy's are fretting over a creakier future in which booming populations of old people drain resources from the dwindling young.




Some of Dr. Longo's books on a shelf at the foundation he runs.




And yet many scientists, nutritionists and longevity fanatics the world over continue to stare longingly toward Italy, seeking in its deep pockets of centenarians 
a secret ingredient
 to long life.



"
Probably they kept breeding between cousins and relatives
," 
Dr. Longo offered, referring to the sometimes close relations in little Italian hill towns. "At some point, we suspect it sort of generated the super-longevity genome."



The genetic drawbacks of incest, he hypothesized, slowly vanished because those mutations either killed their carriers before they could reproduce or because the town noticed a monstrous ailment -- like early onset Alzheimer's -- in a particular family line and steered clear. "You're in a little town, you're probably going to get tagged."



Dr. Longo wonders whether Italy's centenarians had been protected from later disease by a starvation period and old-fashioned Mediterranean diet early in life, during rural Italy's abject war-era poverty. Then a boost of proteins and fats and modern medicine after Italy's postwar economic miracle protected them from frailty as they got older and kept them alive.



It could, he said, be a "historical coincidence that you'll never see again."



The mysteries of aging seized Dr. Longo at a young age.




The lab Dr. Longo runs at the IFOM oncology institute in Milan. In addition to identifying genes that regulate aging, he has created a diet that mimics fasting.




He grew up in the northwestern port of Genoa but visited his grandparents back in Molochio, Calabria, 
a town known for its centenarians
, every summer. When he was 5, he stood in a room as his grandfather, in his 70s, died.



"Probably something very much preventable," Dr. Longo said.



At age 16, he moved to Chicago to live with relatives and couldn't help notice that his middle-aged aunts and uncles fed on the "Chicago diet" of sausages and sugary drinks suffered diabetes and cardiovascular disease that their relatives back in Calabria did not.



"This was like the '80s," he said, "just like the nightmare diet."



While in Chicago, he often went downtown to plug in his guitar at any blues club that would let him play. He enrolled in the renowned jazz guitar program at the University of North Texas.



"Even worse," he said. "Tex-Mex."



He ultimately ran afoul of the music program when he refused to direct the marching band, so he shifted his focus to his other passion.



"Aging," he said, "it was in my head."



He eventually earned his Ph.D in biochemistry at U.C.L.A. and did his postdoctoral training in the neurobiology of aging at U.S.C. He overcame early skepticism about the field to publish in top journals and became a zealous evangelizer for the age-reversing effects of his diet. About 10 years ago, eager to be closer to his aging parents in Genoa, he took a second job at the IFOM oncology institute in Milan.



He found a fount of inspiration in the pescatarian-heavy diet around Genoa and all the legumes down in Calabria.



"Genes and nutrition," he said of Italy as an aging lab, "it's just unbelievable."




Like many Italian aging researchers, Dr. Longo thinks Italy doesn't invest enough in research. "Italy's got such incredible history and a wealth of information about aging," he said. "But spends virtually nothing."




But he also found the modern Italian diet -- the cured meats, layers of lasagna and fried vegetables the world hungered for -- horrendous and a source of disease. And like other Italian aging researchers who are seeking the cause for aging in inflammation or hoping to zap senescent cells with targeted drugs, he said Italy's lack of investment in research was a disgrace.



"Italy's got such incredible history and a wealth of information about aging," he said. "But spends virtually nothing."



Back at his lab -- where colleagues prepared the fasting-mimicking diet "broth mix" for mice -- he passed a photograph on a shelf depicting a broken wall and reading, "We're slowly falling apart." He talked about how he and others had identified an important regulator of 
aging in yeast
, and how he has investigated whether the same pathway was at work in all organisms. He said his research benefited from his past life of musical improvisation, because it opened his mind to unexpected possibilities, including using his diet to starve cells afflicted with cancer and other diseases.



Dr. Longo said he thinks of his mission as extending youth and health, not simply putting more years on the clock, a goal he said could lead to a "scary world," in which only the rich could afford to live for centuries, potentially forcing caps on having children.



A more likely short-term scenario, he said, was division between two populations. The first would live as we do now and reach about 80 or longer through medical advancements. But Italians would be saddled with long -- and, given the drop in the birthrate, potentially lonely -- years burdened by horrible diseases. The other population would follow fasting diets and scientific breakthroughs and live to 100 and perhaps 110 in relative good health.



A practitioner of what he preaches, Dr. Longo envisioned himself in the latter category.



"I want to live to 120, 130. It really makes you paranoid now because everybody's like, 'Yeah, of course you got at least to get to 100,'" he said. "You don't realize how hard it is to get to 100."
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Venezuela's Democratic Hopes Dim as Opposition Is Blocked From National Vote



The government's moves to bar an opposition coalition from fielding a presidential candidate makes it more likely that President Nicolas Maduro can retain his repressive hold on power.




Corina Yoris, an opposition candidate, during a news conference in Caracas on Monday announcing that she was unable to register to run for president.




By Genevieve Glatsky and Isayen Herrera


Mar 26, 2024


First, it was Maria Corina Machado, a popular former legislator. Then, it was supposed to be Corina Yoris, a little-known philosophy professor. But now, an opposition coalition has been blocked from fielding any candidate to run against President Nicolas Maduro in elections scheduled in July.



The coalition of opposing political parties, the Democratic Unity Roundtable, had hoped that uniting behind a single candidate would make it a viable challenger to Mr. Maduro.



But on Monday, a national electoral commission controlled by allies of Mr. Maduro used a technical maneuver to prevent the coalition from putting a candidate on the ballot. It was the last day for presidential candidates to register for the July vote.



As a result Mr. Maduro, whose repressive rule has left Venezuela in financial ruin and helped push out roughly one-fourth of its population, is increasingly likely to hold onto power.



The Democratic Unity Roundtable announced last week that it had agreed to put forward Ms. Yoris, 80, to run against Mr. Maduro in a show of unity after the country's highest court in January had 
barred Ms. Machado
 from the ballot. The former lawmaker was widely considered to be a significant threat to Mr. Maduro.



The naming of Ms. Yoris briefly raised hopes that a free and fair election might be possible. But as the week progressed Ms. Yoris said she was unable to access the digital platform set up by the country's electoral authority to register as a candidate.



Every authorized political organization in Venezuela is given a code to access the electoral platform. But both Ms. Yoris's party, A New Era, as well as the Democratic Unity Roundtable coalition, said that their codes were not working, preventing them from registering not just Ms. Yoris but any candidate at all.



"We have exhausted all avenues," said Ms. Yoris in a news conference Monday morning. "The whole country is left with no choice if I can't sign up."



As the day went on confusion ensued amid signs that behind the scenes the government was trying to pull the levels of power and ensure an electoral field that would give Mr. Maduro a better chance of winning.




Supporters of President Nicholas Maduro on Monday in Caracas.




Just minutes before the registration deadline, the New Era party inexplicably was allowed to register a different candidate: Manuel Rosales, the party's founder and governor of the populous state of Zulia, whose entry into the race was seen by political analysts as rubber-stamped by Mr. Maduro.



"There is no doubt that Maduro wants to choose who to run against and is afraid to run against anyone who represents a threat to him," said Tamara Taraciuk Broner who researches Venezuela for the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington-based research organization.



Mr. Rosales, in a speech on Tuesday, said he intended to run a rigorous campaign, vowing to "lead the biggest rebellion of votes that has ever existed."



Two other candidates registered on Monday, bringing the total number running in the election to 12, including Mr. Maduro. Most are considered close to the president and none is regarded a serious challenger.



The confusion over who is and is not allowed to run is a deliberate tactic of the Maduro administration to sow distrust among the electorate and divide the vote, according to Rafael Uzcategui, a sociologist and a director of the Peace Laboratory, a human rights organization based in Caracas.



Ms. Machado, in a news conference on Tuesday, said Mr. Rosales, the governor, had been chosen by the government and that she was still throwing her support behind Ms. Yoris.



"These are very difficult hours, there are deep disappointments, there is a lot of anger, there is a lot of indignation. Many people feel that they were cheated." she said. "What we warned for many months ended up happening: The regime chose its candidates."




The opposition candidate, Maria Corina Machado, a popular former legislator, has been disqualified from running for president.




There could still be ways for the opposition to mount a challenge to Mr. Maduro. Ms. Machado could seek an extension of the deadline to register a candidate. Candidates can still name replacements in the coming weeks, leaving open the possibility that Mr. Rosales or someone else might step aside.  A third option, said Ms. Dib, is that the opposition could unite around Mr. Rosales.



Despite the setbacks, Ms. Machado said the opposition was not giving up. 



"Nobody is taking us out of the electoral route," Ms. Machado said. "They are the ones who want to shut it down. They are the ones who want to take us out and they are not going to succeed."



In October, Mr. Maduro 
signed an accord
 with the country's opposition and agreed to work toward a free and fair presidential vote. Mr. Maduro said he would hold an election before the end of this year, and, in exchange, the United States, in a sign of good will, lifted some economic sanctions.



Days later, Ms. Machado won more than 90 percent of the vote to choose an opposition candidate, in a primary election run by a commission without the involvement of the government. The decisive results underscored her popularity and raised the prospect that she could beat Mr. Maduro in a general election.



Three months later, the country's top court, filled with government loyalists, 
declared Ms. Machado ineligible to run
 over what the judges claimed were financial irregularities that occurred when she was a national legislator.




Mr. Maduro spoke after registering as a candidate on Monday in Caracas.




Six of Ms. Machado's campaign aides have been arrested in recent weeks and six more have arrest warrants against them and are in hiding. Men on motorbikes have attacked supporters at her events.



The government has not commented on the opposition's inability to register.



The country's vice president, Delcy Rodriguez, 
announced Sunday on X
 the creation of a state commission against fascism to address threats by "centers of power at the service of the global north."



An unclassified 
U.S. intelligence report
 from February stated that Mr. Maduro was likely to win the election and remain in power "because of his control of state institutions that influence the electoral process and his willingness to exercise his power."



While the Maduro administration had placed allies on the electoral council, the intelligence report said it was "also trying to avoid blatant voting fraud."



Mr. Maduro, after registering to vote on Monday, claimed, without evidence, that two members of Ms. Machado's party had tried to kill him that afternoon during a march to celebrate his registration. The party, Come Venezuela, denies that.



In his remarks he criticized the opposition whom he called "lackeys of the right."



"They dedicated themselves to ask for sanctions against society and the economy, to ask for the blockade and the invasion of their own country," he said. "They do not think for themselves, they do not act for themselves. They are pawns in the U.S. empire's game to take over Venezuela."



"On July 28," he added, addressing the opposition, "There will be elections with you or without you."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/26/world/americas/venezuela-election-opposition.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Why Are China's Nationalists Attacking the Country's Heroes?



Online vitriol has targeted the country's richest man, erasing billions of dollars of his company's market value, despite Beijing's courtship of entrepreneurs.




An installation of the Chinese Communist Party flag, at the Museum of the Communist Party of China in Beijing in 2022.




By Joy Dong and Vivian Wang


Mar 26, 2024


To get the economy back on track, China is trying to champion its domestic companies and reassure entrepreneurs that it's ready for business. 



Its efforts are running into a problem: an online army of Chinese nationalists who have taken it upon themselves to punish perceived insults to the country -- including from some of China's leading business figures. 



In recent weeks, bloggers who usually rail against the United States have turned on China's richest man, calling him unpatriotic, and encouraged boycotts that have wiped out billions from his beverage company's market value. When fellow tycoons defended him, they were attacked as well, by users whose profiles featured photos of the Chinese flag.



As the fervor spread, social media users also hounded Huawei, the crown jewel of China's tech industry, accusing it of secretly admiring Japan. Others accused a prestigious university of being too cozy with the United States, and demanded the works of a Nobel-winning Chinese author be removed from circulation for purportedly smearing national heroes.



The state has often 
encouraged such nationalist crusaders
, deploying them to drum up support, deflect foreign criticism or distract from crises. Social media users have suggested that the coronavirus originated in an American lab, and staged boycotts against Western companies that criticized China's human rights record. Self-styled patriotic influencers 
have made careers
 out of criticizing foreign countries.




China's tech giant, Huawei, has come under fire from die-hard nationalists online.




But the encouragement has also pushed many users to try and outdo one another in nationalist outrage -- to an extent that can sometimes escape the government's control or undercut its broader aims. As the recent attacks grew, some state media outlets issued rare rebukes of the nationalist bloggers. Hu Xijin, a former Communist Party newspaper editor who is perhaps the most well-known online nationalist, also condemned the craze. Yet the barrage persisted.



"While nationalism and populism are quite useful tools, they are pretty dangerous as well," said Yaoyao Dai, a professor at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte who has studied Chinese populism. "The government needs and wants to be the one that shapes the narrative. They cannot just give everyone this power to shape the narrative of who are 'the people' and who is 'the enemy.'"



This time, many of the grievances seem to be fueled by a groundswell of discontent over China's economic malaise, potentially making it harder for the authorities to turn the faucet of public anger off.



Some of those calling for boycotts of the drinks company, for instance, suggested it was focused more on profits than on the public good, amid high 
youth unemployment
 and disaffection with 
harsh corporate culture
.



The attacks on the beverage company, Nongfu Spring, and its billionaire owner, Zhong Shanshan, began last month after 
the death of the founder
 of a rival drinks company called Wahaha.




Nationalist bloggers have aimed some attacks toward Zhong Shanshan, the chairman of the beverage company Nongfu Spring, over issues ranging from employee treatment to beverage bottle designs.




The Wahaha founder, Zong Qinghou, had built a reputation for not firing workers, and offering housing and child care subsidies. After his death, some users began comparing Mr. Zong with Mr. Zhong of Nongfu, and asking why the latter did not show the same generosity.



But the 
attacks soon spiraled
 far beyond his business practices. Critics pointed out that Mr. Zong's eldest son held American citizenship, and declared the family traitors. Others said that the design of one of Nongfu's drinks seemed to evoke Japanese imagery -- a cardinal sin to nationalists, given China's fraught history with Japan.



Still others seized on the fact that Nongfu had overseas shareholders, accusing it of enriching foreigners at the expense of China. 



"In this current environment, when most people can't make much money, they'll be in a bad place, and they'll resent the rich," Rebecca Fei, a 35-year-old resident of Hangzhou, the eastern Chinese city where both drinks companies are headquartered, said in an interview. Ms. Fei had published social media posts praising Wahaha's work culture and criticizing Nongfu Spring.




A Nongfu Spring mineral water factory in Danjiangkou, China, last year.




Around the world, anti-elite sentiments often go hand-in-hand with economic downturns. But China's tightly controlled internet incentivizes users to blend that sentiment with aggressive nationalism. With Chinese censors deeming more and more topics off-limits, pro-China sentiment is one of the few reliably "safe" areas remaining.



The allure of making incendiary clickbait may be even stronger now amid the shortage of well-paying jobs, said Kun He, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands who studies China's online populism. Some bloggers "take advantage of this populist sentiment to attract traffic for their own profit," he said.



Online streamers began posting videos of themselves pouring Nongfu Spring water down the toilet. Several convenience stores declared that they would no longer stock its products. Nongfu's stock value has fallen 8 percent since last month.



As the frenzy built, a state-owned newspaper in Hangzhou published an 
opinion piece
 calling on the public to treat entrepreneurs as "one of our own," though it did not mention Nongfu Spring by name. The propaganda department of Zhejiang Province, of which Hangzhou is the capital, 
denounced bloggers
 who "damaged the normal economic order."




Li Guoqing, the co-founder of the e-commerce portal Dangdang, tried to no avail to broker some peace from nationalists assailing entrepreneurs online, only to be attacked himself.




The warnings had little effect. Other entrepreneurs who defended Nongfu found themselves attacked, too. Li Guoqing, the co-founder of Dangdang -- once called China's version of Amazon -- urged social media users in 
a video
 to let businesspeople get back to business, only for commenters to point out that his son, too, was an American citizen. Mr. Li later deleted his video.



Nationalist furors often subside as quickly as they arise, and Mr. Zhong is still China's richest person, with a 
net worth of over $60 billion
. But the mania against Nongfu made clear how easily nationalists can descend upon targets other than those selected by the authorities.



Several more campaigns have recently taken aim at other storied institutions and figures, in spite of official efforts to dissuade them.



Some social media users have fumed that some graduates of Tsinghua University in Beijing, routinely ranked the country's best, go on to study in the United States. They pledged not to send their own children there, even after a social media account tied to People's Daily, the Communist Party mouthpiece, criticized the attacks as ill-founded.




Tsinghua University, one of China's top-ranked colleges, became the target of criticism over some of its graduates going to the United States to study.




Critics also rounded on Huawei, the tech giant, after a Weibo user posted that the company was suspicious, because it had named a line of chips Kirin, another unacceptable Japanese reference. The post, now deleted, appeared to be sarcastic. But as it went viral, some users earnestly took up the call to arms.



Then there was a man named Wu Wanzheng, who announced on Weibo last month that he had sued Mo Yan, the only Chinese national to win a Nobel in literature. Mr. Wu -- whose social media username is Mao Xinghuo, in a nod to Mao Zedong -- claimed that Mr. Mo had smeared the military and insulted Mao in his novels, which often depict the turbulence of 20th-century China. He requested that Mr. Mo's books be removed from circulation.



Mr. Wu's suit has not been taken up by a court, and his account on Douyin, the Chinese version of TikTok, was recently banned. Hashtags about his lawsuit, after trending on Weibo, were censored.



Still, the authorities were wielding a relatively light touch, compared to how vigorously they have worked to 
silence any criticisms of Beijing's economic policies
. Attacks on Mr. Mo have continued, including by Mr. Wu, who declined an interview request, and
 
other bloggers like Zhao Junsheng, a 67-year-old retired state company worker.




The Nobel Prize winner Mo Yan in 2012. Mr. Mo is the target of a lawsuit claiming that he wrote ill of China and its military in his novels.




Mr. Zhao, whose videos attacking Mr. Mo have racked up more than 15,000 likes, admitted he had not read any of his novels. But he was disgusted by the idea that people might criticize Mao-era China, when workers had been taken care of. That time was just as important as China's modern-day market economy, he said in an interview.



"I think they must have foreign forces behind them," he said.
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Thailand Lawmakers Bring Same-Sex Marriage a Crucial Step Closer



The House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly to legalize same-sex marriage. The bill now goes to Thailand's Senate.




An L.G.B.T.Q. parade in Bangkok in 2018.




By Muktita Suhartono


Mar 27, 2024


Thailand's House of Representatives on Wednesday overwhelmingly passed a bill that would legalize same-sex marriage, bringing the measure a significant step closer to becoming law.



The bill passed by 400 votes to 10, with a handful of abstentions, and now the legislation goes to the Senate. If it passes there, and if Thailand's king approves it, the country will become the first in Southeast Asia to recognize same-sex marriages. In Asia more broadly, only Taiwan and Nepal have done so.



Thailand's bill describes marriage as a partnership between two individuals, rather than between a woman and a man. It will also give L.G.B.T.Q. couples equal rights to various tax savings, the ability to inherit property, and the power to give medical treatment consent for partners who are incapacitated. The draft will also grant adoption rights. Thai law currently allows only heterosexual couples to adopt, although single women can adopt children with special needs.



"The amendment of this law is for all Thai people. It is the starting point to create equality," Danuphorn Punnakanta, a lawmaker who chairs the lower house's committee on marriage equality, told Parliament. "We understand that this law is not a universal cure to every problem, but at least it's the first step toward equality in Thai society."



The legislation has been more than a decade in the making, with obstacles stemming from political upheaval and disagreements as to the approach to take and what to include in the bill. In December, Parliament passed four proposed draft bills on same-sex marriage; one was put forward by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's administration, and three additional versions by the Move Forward Party, the 
Democrat Party
 and the civil sector were considered. These four were combined into a single draft that was passed on Wednesday.



"This is the greatest victory," said Nada Chaiyajit, a law lecturer at Mae Fah Luang University, Chiang Rai, who has supported the law from its beginnings. "We have been working hard with the committee. This is not only about L.G.B.T.I.Q., this is about everyone. Equality."



Thailand is one of the most open places in the world for L.G.B.T.Q. people, though some elements of its Buddhist-dominated culture are socially conservative.
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Worries Over Ethnic Tensions Have Kremlin Treading Carefully on Massacre



Anti-migrant rhetoric in the aftermath of the attacks at the concert venue outside Moscow has spurred fears that the tragedy could cause ethnic strife inside Russia.




Crowds in Moscow, including men wearing traditional Kyrgyz hats, leaving floral tributes at the concert hall that was the site of the attack.




By Anton Troianovski and Milana Mazaeva


Mar 27, 2024


At a memorial service this week outside the concert hall where Islamist extremists are suspected of carrying out 
a deadly terrorist attack
, one of Russia's most popular pro-Kremlin rappers warned "right-wing and far-right groups" that they must not "incite ethnic hatred."



At a televised meeting about the attack, Russia's top prosecutor, Igor Krasnov, pledged that his service was paying "special attention" to preventing "interethnic and interfaith conflicts."



And when President Vladimir V. Putin made his first comments on the tragedy last weekend, he said he would not allow anyone to "sow the poisonous seeds of hatred, panic and discord in our multiethnic society."



In the wake of the assault near Moscow that killed 139 people last Friday, there has been a recurring theme in the Kremlin's response: a fear that the tragedy could spur ethnic strife inside Russia. While Mr. Putin and his security chiefs are accusing Ukraine -- without evidence -- of having helped organize the killing, the fact that the four detained suspects in the attack are from the predominantly Muslim Central Asian country of Tajikistan is stoking anti-migrant rhetoric online.



For Mr. Putin, the problem is magnified by the competing priorities of his war in Ukraine. Members of Muslim minority groups make up a significant share of the Russian soldiers fighting and dying. Migrants from Central Asia are providing much of the labor that keeps Russia's economy running and its military supply chain humming.



But many of the most fervent supporters of Mr. Putin's invasion are Russian nationalists whose popular, pro-war blogs on the Telegram messaging app have brimmed with xenophobia in the days since the attack.



"The borders have to be shut down as much as possible, if not closed," said one. "The situation now has shown that Russian society is on the brink."



As a result, the Kremlin is walking a fine line, trying to keep war supporters happy by promising tougher action against migrants while trying to prevent tensions from flaring across society. The potential for violence was highlighted in October, when an antisemitic mob 
stormed an airport in the predominantly Muslim Russian region of Dagestan
 to confront a passenger plane arriving from Israel.



"The authorities see this as a very big, serious threat," Sergey Markov, a pro-Putin political analyst in Moscow and a former Kremlin adviser, said in a phone interview. "That's why all efforts are being made now to calm down public opinion."




A restaurant in a market in the suburbs of Moscow staffed mostly by people from Central Asian countries like Tajikistan.




Caught in the middle are millions of migrant workers and ethnic-minority Russians who are already facing an increase on city streets in the kind of racial profiling that was commonplace even before the attack. Svetlana Gannushkina, a longtime Russian human rights defender, said on Tuesday that she was scrambling to try to help a Tajik man who had just been detained because the police "are looking for Tajiks" and "saw a person with such an appearance."



"They need migrants as cannon fodder" for the Russian Army "and as labor," Ms. Gannushkina said in a phone interview from Moscow. "And when they need to fulfill the plan on fighting terrorism, they'll also focus on this group" of Tajiks, she said.



Nearly a million citizens of Tajikistan, which has a population of about 10 million, were registered in Russia as migrant workers last year, according to government statistics. They are among the millions of migrant laborers in Russia from across the former Soviet republics of Central Asia, a driving force in Russia's economy, from food delivery and construction to factory work.



A manager of a food business in Moscow that employs Tajiks said in an interview that the mood in the Russian capital reminded her of the 2000s, when Muslims from the Caucasus region faced widespread discrimination in the wake of terrorist attacks and the wars in Chechnya. Tajiks in Moscow are so apprehensive they are hardly going outside at all, she said, requesting anonymity because she feared repercussions for speaking to a Western journalist.



"There's already no supply of labor because of the S.V.O.," she added, using the common Russian abbreviation for the Kremlin's "special military operation" against Ukraine. "And now it'll be even worse."




A market in Moscow where ethnic Tajiks make up a large part of the work force.




Ethnic tensions have been an enduring challenge for Mr. Putin during his almost quarter-century rule, but he has also tried to use them to his geopolitical advantage. Mr. Putin's rise to power was shaped by war in the southern, predominantly Muslim region of Chechnya, where Russia sought to brutally extinguish separatist and extremist movements. He has also helped foment separatism in places like the Georgian regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, taking sides in long-simmering conflicts there to expand Russia's influence.



Mr. Putin's government is already trying to show the public that it stands ready to take action against migrants. A top lawmaker 
proposed
 on Tuesday that firearms sales be banned to newly naturalized Russian citizens. Mr. Krasnov, the top prosecutor, said that the number of crimes carried out by migrants rose by 75 percent in 2023, without providing specific details. "We need to develop balanced solutions based on the need to ensure the safety of citizens and the economic expediency of using foreign labor," he added.



Far from trying to keep foreigners out, Russia has made it easier for migrants to become Russian citizens since the start of its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. A primary reason appears to be the military's need for soldiers in Ukraine, and police raids targeting migrant workers to compel them to register for military service have become commonplace in 
Russian news reports
.



As a result, Tajik migrants in Moscow now fear not only deportation, but also the possibility that they could be pressed into service in Ukraine, said Saidanvar, 25, a Tajik human rights activist who recently left Moscow. He asked that his last name not be used for security reasons.



"Tajiks are really afraid," he said in an interview, "that the Russian authorities will start sending Tajiks to the front en masse to fight as a sort of revenge against our Tajik people."



In his speeches on the war, Mr. Putin has paid frequent lip service to Russia as a multiethnic state -- a legacy of the Russian and Soviet empires. In March 2022, after describing the heroism of a soldier from Dagestan, Mr. Putin enumerated some of Russia's ethnic groups by saying: "I am a Lak, I am a Dagestani, I am a Chechen, an Ingush, a Russian, a Tatar, a Jew, a Mordvin, an Ossetian."




President Vladimir V. Putin, shown in a photo released Tuesday by state media, has cautioned against fomenting ethnic tensions in the aftermath of the deadly attack in Moscow last week.




In his rhetoric about his conflict with the West, Mr. Putin has frequently accused Russia's adversaries of trying to stir up ethnic strife in Russia. 
That was his response
 to the Dagestan airport riot in October, which he baselessly blamed on Western intelligence agencies and Ukraine.



That is also increasingly at the center of his response to Friday's terrorist attack, which the Islamic State claimed responsibility for and American officials say was carried out by a branch of the extremist group. On Tuesday, the head of Russia's domestic intelligence agency claimed that Ukrainian, British and American spies might have been behind it.



The upshot appears to be that the Kremlin is seeking to refocus anger over the attack toward Ukraine while trying to show the public that it is taking concerns about migration into account.



"They're going to grab the Tajiks and blame the Ukrainians," Ms. Gannushkina, the human rights defender, said. "It was clear from the very beginning."



Still, Mr. Markov, the pro-Kremlin analyst, said he saw tensions over migration policy even inside Mr. Putin's powerful security establishment. Anti-immigrant law enforcement and intelligence officials, he said, were at odds with a military-industrial complex that needs migrant labor.



"It's a contradiction," he said. "And this terror attack has sharply aggravated this problem."
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Russia Has No Formal Death Penalty. Some Want to Change That.



Some prominent Russians are calling for the execution of those responsible for the massacre at a concert hall near Moscow, and an end to Russia's 28-year moratorium on capital punishment.




Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, one of the men accused of the attack at a concert hall near Moscow that killed 139 people, in a Moscow courtroom.




By Valeriya Safronova


Mar 27, 2024


The attack at a concert hall just outside Moscow that killed 139 people last Friday has prompted some Russians to call for bringing back capital punishment in Russia, and to execute the assailants.



Through a combination of presidential action and court rulings, Russia has had a moratorium on the death penalty for 28 years. And yet capital punishment remains on the books -- suspended but not abolished outright.



Russian officials disagree on whether and how it could be resurrected, and the country's Constitutional Court said on Tuesday that it would look into the matter.



Here is a look at where the issue stands.



Who is advocating or opposing the death penalty?



A number of public figures have demanded execution of the concert hall attackers, 
described by officials as militant Islamists
 from Tajikistan, in Central Asia.



On Monday, Dmitri A. Medvedev, a former president and prime minister of Russia, 
wrote on Telegram
: "Is it necessary to kill them? Necessary. And it will be done."



He added that everyone who was involved in the attacks, including those who funded and supported them, should be killed.



Such calls have surfaced periodically, particularly after terrorist attacks, but it is not clear how widespread support for them is. And they have prominent opponents, too.



Lidia Mikheeva, the secretary of the Civic Chamber, a government advisory group, 
told the state news agency Tass
 that ending the death penalty was one of the most important accomplishments in modern Russian history. "If we don't want to roll back to a time of savagery and barbarism, then we should all stop and think," she said.



Where does Putin stand?



Nothing is likely to change without the say-so of Vladimir V. Putin, the autocratic president who largely controls the Parliament. He has publicly, repeatedly opposed the death penalty in years past.



Mr. Putin and his security apparatus have often been accused of killing or trying to kill his enemies, at home or abroad -- 
journalists
, political 
opponents
, business leaders, 
former spies
 and others. The opposition leader Aleksei A. Navalny, who survived 
an assassination attempt
 with a nerve agent, 
died last month
 in a Russian prison system that his allies said had mistreated him and denied him medical care.



And yet in 2002, 
Mr. Putin said
, "as long as it's up to me, there will be no death penalty in Russia," though he said reinstating it would be popular. In 2007, he said at a conference that formal capital punishment was "senseless and counterproductive," according to Russian 
media reports
. In 2022, he said his position "has not changed."



As for the debate after the concert hall massacre, "We are not currently taking part in this discussion," said Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin spokesman, 
according to Tass
.



How did the moratorium start, and how has it continued?



The Soviet Union was one of the world's most frequent users of capital punishment, and after the country broke up, Russia continued to carry out executions.



But in 1996, to win admission to the Council of Europe, a human rights group, President Boris N. Yeltsin, Mr. Putins predecessor, agreed to place a moratorium on the death penalty and to completely abolish it within three years.



Russia's Parliament did not go along with the plan. It did not ratify the European Convention on Human Rights, which Mr. Yeltsin's government had signed, and it adopted a new 
criminal code
 that kept capital punishment as an option.



In 1999, the Constitutional Court stepped in, ruling that until jury trials were in place across Russia, the death penalty could not be used. In 2009, after jury trials had been instituted, the 
court ruled
 the moratorium would remain in effect, abiding by the Council of Europe's rules, in part because more than a decade without capital punishment had given people an expectation that it would not be used.



"Stable guarantees of the human right not to be subjected to the death penalty have been formed and a constitutional and legal regime has emerged," the court 
wrote
.



What would be required to resume executions?



That is unclear.



After Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, the Council of Europe 
expelled Russia
, meaning Moscow was no longer considered a party to its human rights convention -- the original basis for the moratorium.



At the time, Valeriy D. Zorkin, the head of the Constitutional Court, 
said
 that bringing back the death penalty back would be impossible without adopting a new Constitution.



"Despite the current extraordinary situation, I think it would be a big mistake to turn away from the path of humanization of legislative policy that we have generally followed in recent decades," he 
said in a lecture
 at the St. Petersburg International Legal Forum. "And, in particular, a rejection of the moratorium on the death penalty in Russia, which some politicians are already calling for, would now be a very bad signal to society."



But some politicians insisted that without the human rights convention as a barrier, capital punishment could be reinstated without any constitutional change.



That position voiced this week by Vyacheslav V. Volodin, speaker of the Duma, the lower house of Russia's Parliament. The Constitutional Court, he said, could lift the moratorium.



"Me and you all, we left the Council of Europe, right? Right," he said.
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Russian Group Spread Disinformation About Princess of Wales, Experts Say



A Kremlin-linked group known for online campaigns to sow falsehoods and distrust among Russia's foes helped fuel the frenzy of conspiracy theories about Catherine and her health.




Conspiracy theories have swarmed around Catherine, Princess of Wales.




By Mark Landler and Adam Satariano


Mar 27, 2024


The whirl of 
conspiracy theories
 that enveloped Catherine, Princess of Wales, before she disclosed her 
cancer diagnosis
 last week probably didn't need help from a foreign state. But researchers in Britain said Wednesday that a notorious Russian disinformation operation helped stir the pot.



Martin Innes, an expert on digital disinformation at Cardiff University in Wales, said he and his colleagues tracked 45 social media accounts that posted a spurious claim about Catherine to a Kremlin-linked disinformation network, which has previously spread divisive stories about Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, as well as about France's support for Ukraine.



As in those cases, Professor Innes said, the influence campaign appeared calculated to inflame divisions, deepen a sense of chaos in society, and 
erode trust
 in institutions -- in this case, the British royal family and the news media.



"It provokes an emotional reaction," he said. "The story was already being framed in conspiracy terms, so you can appeal to those people. And people who support the royal family get angry."



The motive, he said, was likely commercial as well as political. Social media traffic about Catherine skyrocketed over the last three months, as a dearth of information about her condition created a void that an online army filled with rumors and speculation. For the Russian network, amplifying those posts through their accounts would enable them to boost their own traffic statistics and follower counts.



It is not clear who might have hired the disinformation network to go after Catherine, but it has a track record of campaigns to undermine the countries and people at odds with the Kremlin. Britain's robust support for Ukraine, and London's longstanding antagonism with Moscow, would make it a tempting target for the Russians.



The Daily Telegraph, a London newspaper, 
reported
 on Sunday that British officials were worried that Russia, China and Iran were fueling disinformation about Catherine in an effort to destabilize the country.



Asked about these reports in Parliament on Monday, the deputy prime minister, Oliver Dowden, did not name the countries, but said it was "a reminder to us all that it is important for us to ensure that we deal with valid and trusted information, and are appropriately skeptical about many online sources."



In 2020, a British parliamentary committee concluded that Russia had mounted a prolonged, sophisticated campaign to undermine Britain's democracy -- using tactics that ranged from disinformation and meddling in elections to funneling dirty money and employing members of the House of Lords. The Russian foreign ministry dismissed the conclusions as "Russophobia."



Kensington Palace, where Catherine and her husband, Prince William, have their offices, declined to comment on Russia's role in the recent rumormongering. The palace has appealed to the news media and the public to give Catherine privacy, after she 
announced she had cancer
 in a video last Friday.



Professor Innes, who 
leads a research program
 exploring the causes and consequences of digital disinformation, said his team noticed a mysterious spike in a certain type of social media post on March 19, a day after video surfaced of Catherine and William leaving a food shop near their home in Windsor.



One widely repeated post on X featured an image from the video, with Catherine's face clearly altered. It asked, "Why do these big media channels want to make us believe these are Kate and William? But as we can see, they are not Kate or William. ..."



Tracing the 45 accounts that recycled this post, Professor Innes said, the researchers found they all originated from a single master account, carrying the name Master Firs. It bore the characteristics of a Russian disinformation operation known in the industry as 
Doppelganger
, he said.



Since 2017, Doppelganger has been linked to the creation of fake websites that impersonate actual news organizations in Europe and the United States. Last week, the U.S. Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control announced sanctions against two Russians, and their companies, for involvement in cyberinfluence operations. They are believed to be part of the Doppelganger network.



Catherine is not the only member of the royal family to have become the subject of an online feeding frenzy in Russia. On the same day as the multiple posts about the video, an erroneous report of the death of King Charles III began circulating on Telegram, a social media network popular in Russia.



Those reports were later picked up by Russian media outlets, forcing the British embassies in Moscow and Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, to deny them as "fake news." Like Catherine, Charles, 75, is being treated for cancer, though he continues to greet visitors privately and plans to attend church services on Easter.



Beyond the Russian involvement, the rumors and gossip about Catherine's health sprouted in many corners of the web, including on accounts sympathetic to William's brother, Prince Harry, and his wife, Meghan. With such a widespread online frenzy, the impact of any state actor might be muted.



"It's very hard to isolate only one piece," Alexandre Alaphilippe, executive director of the EU DisinfoLab, a research organization in Brussels that played a role in 
identifying the Russia-based disinformation group
 in 2022 and gave it the name Doppelganger. "The question is what is being spun by the media, online influencers or inauthentic sources. Everything is interconnected."



Such campaigns are also particularly hard to measure, he said, because social media companies like X and Meta have restricted access to data that would allow researchers, journalists and civil society groups to get a more granular look at the spread of material on their platforms.



Nor are some disinformation-for-hire outfits very discriminating about what material they spread online, Mr. Alaphilippe said. "You may see bots pushing a Russian narrative on Monday," he said. "On Tuesday, they may do online gaming. On Wednesday, they can do crypto-scam campaigns."



Even as awareness of Russian disinformation campaigns has grown since the American presidential election in 2016, the volume of internet trickery and lie spreading has not slowed.



Through bots, online trolls and disinformation peddlers, Russia-linked groups jump on news events to sow confusion and discord. Ukraine has been the major focus of their efforts for the past two years as President Vladimir V. Putin seeks to undermine the West's resolve to continue supporting the war.



A French government minister recently blamed Russia for 
artificially amping up concerns about a bedbug scare last year in Paris
. Another false claim that media 
monitoring groups said
 was amplified by Russia was that the European Union would allow 
powdered insects to be mixed into food.



The spreading of rumors about Catherine is a more traditional influence operation, but the Russians have been 
refining their tactics
 as governments and independent researchers grow more sophisticated at detecting their activities.



In the United States and Europe, fake news sites have popped up to 
push Russian propaganda
 and potentially influence elections in 2024. In YouTube and TikTok videos, people have posed as Ukrainian doctors and movie producers to tell fake tales favorable to Russia's interests.



"Whether spreading it for profit or for political purposes, these types of actors tend to jump on anything engaging and controversial," said Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, director of the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism at Oxford University. "Not unlike some news media," he added, though their motives might differ.



"When politically motivated," Professor Nielsen said, "the point is rarely persuasion as much as attempts to undermine people's confidence in the media environment."
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Russia Extends American Journalist's Detention for a Fifth Time



The ruling means that Evan Gershkovich, a reporter for The Wall Street Journal, will spend more than a year in custody awaiting trial on a spying charge.




Evan Gershkovich, a Wall Street Journal reporter who has been behind bars in Russia for a year, had his detention extended for a fifth time. 




By Remy Tumin


Mar 26, 2024


A court in Moscow on Tuesday extended the pretrial detention of an American reporter for The Wall Street Journal by three months, nearly a year to the day after he was detained on accusations of espionage. The United States government has said the charge is politically motivated and unfounded.



The reporter, Evan Gershkovich, 32, was ordered to stay in prison until at least June 30, 
according to a statement
 by the news service of the Moscow court system. It was the fifth time that Mr. Gershkovich's detention had been extended since his arrest in March of last year during a reporting trip. In January, 
the court extended
 his detention until March 30.



Mr. Gershkovich, wearing dark denim jeans and a plaid shirt in court, stood with his hands in his pockets and listened to the latest ruling in a courthouse cage, according to a video posted with the statement. A few still images showed Mr. Gershkovich smiling through the glare of the cage. If convicted, he could face up to 20 years in a Russian penal colony.



"This verdict to further prolong Evan's detention feels particularly painful," Lynne Tracy, the U.S. ambassador to Russia, 
said in a statement
, noting the anniversary of his arrest. "The accusations against Evan are categorically untrue. They are not a different interpretation of circumstances, they are fiction."



It can 
take up to one and a half years
 for cases like Mr. Gershkovich's to reach trial. So far, the Russian government has not presented any evidence to support its claims, Ms. Tracy said, "no justification for Evan's continued detention and no explanation as to why Evan doing his job as a journalist constituted a crime."



Ms. Tracy said Mr. Gershkovich "has displayed remarkable resilience in strength" during his detention, and she called for his immediate release.



Almar Latour, the publisher of The Wall Street Journal, and Emma Tucker, its editor, said 
in a statement
 on Tuesday that they "will continue to do everything in our power to secure his release."



"The attention and interest around one year is heartening, and we all must be sure to keep Evan front and center for as long as he is wrongfully detained," they said.



Over the weekend, journalists around the world 
swam in solidarity with Mr. Gershkovich
 at 10 different Brighton beaches for the anniversary of his arrest, a tribute to his love of Brighton Beach in Britain and New York.



The Russian authorities have suggested that they could be open to a prisoner swap for Mr. Gershkovich, but only after a verdict is reached in his case.



The U.S. government has designated Mr. Gershkovich "wrongfully detained," effectively labeling him a political prisoner. Brittney Griner, who 
was arrested on drug charges and released
 in December 2022 in a prisoner exchange, and Paul Whelan, a former Marine and corporate executive who is serving a 16-year sentence on espionage charges, also received the designation.



Mr. Gershkovich was the first American journalist to be arrested on a spying charge since the end of the Cold War, highlighting the decaying relationship between Moscow and Washington over Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



In October, the Russian authorities 
detained an editor
 working for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, an American broadcaster funded by the U.S. government. The editor, Alsu Kurmasheva, who holds dual U.S.-Russian citizenship, was charged with failing to register as a foreign agent after going to Russia for family reasons.
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What Lies Beneath: London Boat Race Marred by Sewage Concerns



Rowers in the Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race this weekend have been warned of dangerously high levels of E. coli in the River Thames, the latest sign of England's polluted waterways.




The Oxford women's team during practice on Thursday on the River Thames.




By Stephen Castle


Mar 27, 2024


The warning was stern: Do not enter the water. Not because of the tide. Not because of sharks. Because of the sewage.



For almost two centuries, rowers from Oxford University have raced their rivals from Cambridge in a contest that typically ends with jubilant members of the victorious crew jumping into the River Thames in celebration.



This year they will be staying as dry as possible.



After the discovery of elevated levels of 
E. coli
 in the river, rowers have been urged to stay out of the water, to cover any open wounds and to wash themselves down at a dedicated cleansing station at the finish.



The warning from organizers of the annual competition known as the 
Boat Race
 is the most striking symbol of the dire and deteriorating state of Britain's rivers and coastlines. E. coli, which can be contracted from inadequately treated water supplies, can cause a number of symptoms including diarrhea, stomach cramps and occasionally fever. According to Britain's 
health service
, a small number of people can also develop hemolytic uraemic syndrome which can sometimes lead to kidney failure and death.



In recent years, England's private water companies have faced fierce criticism for discharging sewerage and untreated rainwater into waterways and onto beaches when rainfall is heavy -- a tactic they use to prevent the system from backing up.




The winning crew from Oxford in the 2009 race threw Colin Groshong, their cox, or the person who steers the boat, into the Thames.




Water firms in England were privatized in 1989, and critics accuse them of paying out huge sums in dividends to their shareholders while failing to make vital infrastructure investments.



While campaigners have long highlighted the problem
 with water quality, few Britons will have expected contamination to impact the Boat Race, a fixture of the sporting calendar which attracts up to 250,000 spectators as well as a TV audience of millions, organizers say.



Rowers from the two ancient universities will compete over the 4.25-mile course on the Thames on Saturday afternoon, the 169th men's and 78th women's races.



The first Boat Race took place on 10 June 1829 at Henley-on-Thames, west of London, and was won by Oxford. However, for the next 25 years, contests happened irregularly and, from 1836, in the national capital. They became annual events in 1856. A women's boat race was introduced in 1927 but only took place intermittently until the mid-1960s.



The new guidance follows testing of the Thames by River Action, a charity that campaigns for cleaner waterways and said that its tests revealed levels of E. coli up to 10 times higher than the minimum accepted standards for bathing water.



The testing locations suggested that the source of pollution was from Thames Water, the local water company, "discharging sewage directly into the river and its tributaries," River Action said in a statement.



"We are in a tragic situation when elite athletes are issued with health guidance ahead of a historic race on the capital's river," said James Wallace, chief executive officer of River Action. "Our water quality results show what happens after decades of neglect by an unregulated water company, Thames Water."



The Boat Race, a company that puts on the race and was set up by the Oxford and Cambridge Rowing Foundation, said that it "and the universities involved love rowing on the Thames," but that "water quality is an ongoing concern."



In a statement it added: "We have put in place a series of precautionary measures this year to protect the health of our athletes, which includes guidance regarding the covering up of open wounds, regular hand washing, a cleansing station at the finish area and highlighting the risks of entering the water."



Most of Britain relies on a combined sewer system that pushes both rainwater and human waste along the same set of pipes.



When rainfall is heavy, water firms are sometimes permitted to discharge some of this into rivers or the sea to avoid the pipes being overwhelmed, something that could cause sewage to back up and flood roads and homes.



Critics accuse the water firms of spilling sewage even in dry weather and, according to figures released on Wednesday, last year there were on average 1,271 spills a day across England, compared with 825 in 2022.



In a statement, Thames Water, the utility that is responsible, blamed "higher than average long-term rainfall across London and the Thames Valley." It said overflows were designed to operate automatically when the sewer network was about to be overwhelmed, so that diluted wastewater would be released into rivers instead of flowing "back up into people's homes."



The company added that it was "working hard to make these discharges unnecessary" and had announced plans to upgrade one sewage treatment plant, in southwest London, "to treat the high volumes of incoming sewage and reduce the need for overflows during wet weather."



That may be of little comfort to this year's rowers who know that, even if they take all the precautions advised, history suggests there is no guarantee they can stay out of the Thames.



In 1912 both crews were submerged by bad weather, and the most recent sinking took place in 1984 when the Cambridge men's boat hit a barge before the race had even started.
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Israel and Hezbollah Trade Fire, With Deaths Reported on Both Sides



The exchange came as a U.N. cease-fire demand appeared to be having little effect on the war in Gaza, and pressure increased on neighboring Jordan to sever ties with Israel.




The aftermath of an Israeli strike on Wednesday in al-Habbariyeh, in southern Lebanon. Lebanon's Ministry of Health said it hit an emergency medical center and killed seven people.




By Cassandra Vinograd, Hwaida Saad, Adam Rasgon and Eric Nagourney


Mar 27, 2024


Hezbollah militants fired dozens of rockets into northern Israel from Lebanon on Wednesday, in what they said was retaliation for an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon overnight.



The militants' barrage came as pro-Palestinian protesters turned up the pressure on the government in neighboring Jordan to sever ties with Israel. It also came as the United States said a previously canceled meeting with an Israeli delegation in Washington to discuss a planned offensive into the southern Gazan city of Rafah would be rescheduled.



For months, Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed group based in Lebanon, has traded fire with Israeli forces across the border, and on Wednesday, the Israeli military said its forces had targeted a "significant terrorist operative" near the town of al-Habbariyeh in southern Lebanon.



Lebanon's Ministry of Health, which 
said the Israeli strike
 had hit an emergency medical center and killed seven paramedics, denounced it as "unacceptable."



Hezbollah's response was swift: An Israeli government spokesman said 30 rockets were launched into Israel. The strikes included a 
direct hit
 on a building in the city of Kiryat Shmona that killed a 25-year-old person, according to the Israeli authorities.



The exchange of fire came after three consecutive days of protest, demonstrating against the Israeli bombardment of Gaza, took place near the Israeli Embassy in Jordan's capital, Amman, according to reports from The Associated Press and Reuters. Much of the anger was directed at the Jordanian government.



Jordan has maintained a crucial regional alliance with Israel, even as Jordan's leaders have become increasingly critical of Israel since the war in Gaza began. The conflict has forced tens of thousands of people from their homes in Gaza. 
And more than 2.3 million
 registered Palestinian refugees live in Jordan, a population slightly larger than that of Gaza.



"Betrayal!" chanted the protesters. Some carried Palestinian flags, footage showed.



Security forces could be seen clashing with large crowds near the embassy in video recorded on Tuesday night by news agencies. The security forces dispersed the crowds and arrested protesters.



Like its close ally Hamas, which set off the war with a deadly attack on Israel on Oct. 7, Hezbollah is backed by Iran. And since October, it has been firing rockets into northern Israel on a near-daily basis. The Israeli military has regularly responded with strikes against Hezbollah-linked targets inside Lebanon.



Hezbollah's attacks have so far been big enough to demonstrate solidarity with Hamas but also measured enough to avoid provoking a full-fledged war with Israel.



In Gaza, the Israeli Air Force has continued to pound the territory with strikes as Hamas fighters have kept up attacks against Israeli soldiers -- a further indication that a new U.N. Security Council resolution calling for a cease-fire has failed to take hold.



Hamas said on Wednesday that it had hit a soldier with sniper fire in the area surrounding Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City. A day earlier, it said it had targeted two Israeli tanks in the Khan Younis area, and an armored personnel carrier and a soldier on the coastal north-south road.



Israel has been outspoken in its condemnation of the Security Council resolution, which called for a pause in the fighting for the remaining weeks of Ramadan that would lead to a "lasting, sustainable" cease-fire and the unconditional release of all hostages held by militants in Gaza.



The United States, which had vetoed three attempts to approve a cease-fire resolution at the Council, 
abstained from the vote
 on Monday, allowing the measure to pass. A U.S. resolution that called for a cease-fire as part of a deal to release hostages held in Gaza was 
vetoed
 by Russia and China last week.




Israeli soldiers by a building that was hit by a Hezbollah rocket in the city of Kiryat Shmona, in northern Israel near the Lebanon border.




Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, once again expressed anger over the U.S. decision not to block the U.N. resolution when he met in Jerusalem on Wednesday with Senator Rick Scott, Republican of Florida.



The decision, Mr. Netanyahu said, allows "Hamas to take a hard line and to believe that international pressure will prevent Israel from freeing the hostages and destroying Hamas."



After the U.N. vote, Mr. Netanyahu had canceled the meeting between a high-level Israeli delegation and American officials in Washington dedicated to the planned offensive in Rafah. President Biden had requested the meeting to discuss alternatives to a ground offensive into the city.



On Wednesday, the White House's press secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, said at a daily news briefing: "The prime minister's office said that they want to reschedule this meeting so that we can talk about the Rafah operations. We welcome that. And we're going to work with their teams to make sure that happens."



Ms. Jean-Pierre added, "We're going to set this date in the upcoming days."



There was no immediate confirmation from Mr. Netanyahu's office, which had earlier denied a news report of rescheduled talks.



Three Palestinian human rights groups said on Wednesday that, over the previous 72 hours, there had been an intensification of Israeli bombardments in the city, where hundreds of thousands of displaced Gazans are sheltering, and that dozens of people had been killed.



Some of the strikes described by the groups occurred after the Security Council resolution was passed, while several others took place before it was approved.



Isabel Kershner
, 
Rawan Sheikh Ahmad
 and 
Zach Montague
 contributed reporting,
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Majority of Americans Disapprove of Israel's Actions in Gaza, New Poll Shows



The Gallup poll conducted this month found that 55 percent of Americans disapproved of Israel's military action, an increase of 10 percentage points from four months earlier.




Protesters at the New York Public Library called in December for a cease-fire in Gaza.




By Anushka Patil


Mar 27, 2024


A majority of Americans disapprove of Israel's military actions in Gaza, in a pronounced shift from November, according to a 
new poll released by Gallup
 on Wednesday.



In a survey conducted from March 1 to March 20, 55 percent of U.S. adults said they disapproved of Israel's military actions -- a 10 percentage point jump from four months earlier, Gallup found.



Americans' approval of Israel's conduct in the war dropped by an even starker margin, from 50 percent in November, a month after the war began, to 36 percent in March, while the proportion of Americans who said they had no opinion on the subject rose slightly to 9 percent from 4 percent.



The findings are the latest evidence of 
growing American discontent
 with Israel over the course of five months in which it has killed more than 32,000 Palestinians in Gaza, including nearly 14,000 children, according to local health officials and the United Nations. Israeli officials say roughly 1,200 people were killed in Israel during the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7.




Officers detained protesters in Manhattan this month.




The Gallup poll found that American approval of Israel's military actions dropped across the political spectrum: While a majority of Republicans still said they approved, that figure dropped from 71 percent in November to 64 percent in March. Independents' approval dropped to 29 percent from 47 percent, and Democrats' approval dropped to just 18 percent from 36 percent.



An 
AP-NORC poll
 conducted in late January found that half of U.S. adults felt Israel's military response in Gaza had "gone too far," up from four in 10 in November. That poll also showed a rise in public disapproval across political parties, by some 15 percentage points for Republicans, 13 for Independents and 5 for Democrats.



Another recent survey from the 
Pew Research Center
 -- which, like Gallup and AP-NORC, is a well-regarded leader in the polling industry -- found notable schisms in public opinion along generational and religious lines. Younger adults and Muslim Americans were significantly more likely than older adults and Jewish Americans to say that the way Israel was carrying out its response to Hamas's Oct. 7 attack was unacceptable, according to the poll conducted from mid- to late February.



It oversampled Muslim and Jewish Americans, weighted to reflect their respective proportion of the overall population, to more reliably and separately analyze their views.
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When LaVonne Collette's adult daughter, Tamra, needed a place to stay during the pandemic after being evicted, Ms. Collette let her live in a rental property she owns in Los Angeles not far from Venice Beach. That didn't go well.



Tamra began hoarding, stuffing the house with clothing and other items collected from charities. Ms. Collette saw signs of drug use and growing paranoia, and Tamra said she believed she was living among ghosts.



"She was telling me that my house was haunted and showing me pictures, and I would hear her screaming," said Ms. Collette, who recounted her daughter's behavior in documents filed in court.



Sensing in 2022 that the situation would only worsen, Ms. Collette asked her daughter to leave the house and bought her an R.V., in which she lived for a time near a creek on the west side of Los Angeles. That was better, Ms. Collette figured, than her daughter living in a tent or cardboard box. But the troubles continued. Last year, Tamra carjacked her mother outside a convenience store, her mother said in the court documents.



So when Ms. Collette, 68, saw news reports last year about a new state program that allows families to go to court to get treatment for loved ones who may be living in tent encampments and suffering from mental illnesses like schizophrenia, she found herself at the courthouse door as one of the first petitioners in Los Angeles.



 "I believe that if she is not helped she's going to die," Ms. Colette wrote in the court filing. "And she is only 41 and she has a son who loves her and mom and brother who loves her."




"I'm not going to give up on her," Ms. Collette said of her daughter, Tamra.




The new initiative, called CARE Court -- for Community Assistance, Recovery and Empowerment -- is a cornerstone of California's latest campaign to address the intertwined crises of mental illness and homelessness on the streets of communities up and down the state.



Another piece of the effort is Proposition 1, a ballot measure championed by Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
narrowly approved
 by California voters this month. It authorizes $6.4 billion in bonds to pay for thousands of treatment beds and for more housing for the homeless -- resources that could help pay for treatment plans put in place by CARE Court judges.



And Mr. Newsom, a Democrat in his second term, has not only promised more resources for treatment but has pledged to make it easier to compel treatment, arguing that civil liberties concerns have left far too many people without the care they need.



So when Ms. Collette went to court, she was surprised, and disappointed, to learn that the judge would not be able to mandate treatment for Tamra.



Instead, it is the treatment providers who would be under court order -- to ensure that medication, therapy and housing are available in a system that has long struggled to reliably provide such services.



"I was hoping it would have a little more punch to it," Ms. Colette said. "I thought it would have a little more power to order them into some kind of care."



Yet it seemed like her only option, so she made the petition and hoped.




Dr. Shayan Rab and the Department of Mental Health's HOME outreach team checking in with Angel Medina, who has been living in his car, in the Rampart Village neighborhood of Los Angeles.




CARE Court is Mr. Newsom's bid to balance the very public and very political problem of homelessness with profound questions about individual rights in a country that for generations forced people with severe mental illness into dangerous, dysfunctional institutions.



Under Gov. Ronald Reagan, California led the country in a national movement to end widespread practice of committing the mentally ill to state institutions. But like the rest of the country, the state didn't ensure that adequate resources were shifted to community services.



Mr. Newsom, in signing the legislation that set up the new courts, nodded to this history, calling it California's "original sin."



That failure helped seed the crisis that plays out in city after city.



The states's growing homeless population -- just over 180,000 people, according to 
federal statistics
, more than a quarter of the nation's homeless -- has city parks and spaces underneath freeway overpasses bulging with encampments, and those clearly in mental distress are a common sight in communities up and down the state.



"Continue to do what you've done, and you'll get what you've got," Mr. Newsom said when he signed the CARE Court legislation. "And look what we've got. It's unacceptable."




Harold Turner became an advocate for the National Alliance on Mental Illness while he was dealing with a daughter's descent into a mental illness.




But he appears to know that the CARE Court on its own won't be enough to solve problems that have dogged governors and mayors for decades and that became especially acute and increasingly visible during the pandemic.



So along with launching CARE Court, Mr. Newsom signed a law that makes it easier for courts to appoint guardians, known as conservators, to control vital life decisions, like psychotropic medications. 



Yet even with so much public concern over street homelessness and public disorder, the efforts have all faced headwinds, most prominently Proposition 1.



Heading into the vote on Super Tuesday, the ballot proposal drew bipartisan support, reflecting, as a Los Angeles Times headline put it, "a crisis so dire Republicans and Democrats are working together." But the vote ended up being so close that the count has taken two weeks, and the measure barely passed, The Associated Press said this week in announcing the outcome.



And while the close vote reflected skepticism among some voters, the most pointed concerns have been focused on the governor's effort to make conservatorship easier. Critics say it is a troubling step backward, and they fear that the CARE Courts will end up being used to make the case for conservatorships when people fail to comply with voluntary treatment.



Even before CARE Court began operating, it faced a legal challenge, led by Disability Rights California, which said the program could strip people with disabilities of their rights. The California Supreme Court 
sided with the state
 and allowed the new court to start receiving petitions. But the disability rights group and other critics say they are watching the new court closely and could mount a new challenge.



Debra Roth, senior legislative advocate at Disability Rights California, believes CARE Court will end up working hand in hand with the new law making it easier for judges to order conservatorship. "There is a price to pay for people who 'fail' in CARE Court: they may be referred for conservatorship with the presumption that there is no less restrictive option available," she wrote in a 
column
 for The Daily Journal, a legal publication.



The pop star Britney Spears was under one such order for 13 years over concerns about her mental health and substance abuse, and 
the fight to end her conservatorship
 opened the eyes of many to the enormous power of conservatorships.




Fifth Street, in Los Angeles's Skid Row.




In California, people who wind up in CARE Court and don't comply with a judge's treatment plan face a similar prospect. A separate court could find a person to be "gravely disabled" from a psychiatric disorder, which would allow confinement to a secure mental health facility for mandatory treatment.



While critics fear that CARE Court will become a new, easier pathway to conservatorship, Dr. Lisa Wong, the director of Los Angeles County's Department of Mental Health, said those concerns were unfounded. "Our goal for CARE Court is to help people avoid a more restrictive approach to treatment," said Dr. Wong, who added that her department had hired dozens of new social workers and clinicians to help. 



Like Mr. Newsom, leaders of some other largely liberal jurisdictions, like Oregon and New York City, have moved to expand coercive measures to force people into treatment. None of them are urging a return to the days of mass institutionalization, but they are trying to strike a balance between values like freedom and compassion and the pressures they face from the public to clean up the streets.



And despite the enormous political capital and government money Mr. Newsom is investing -- the state 
earmarked $57 million
 to start up CARE Court and is spending 
billions
 of dollars on new housing, treatment beds and behavioral health services -- it's an experiment, and no one knows for certain how much impact it will have. 



It is still early, but officials say they have been surprised at how few petitions have been made so far in the eight counties where CARE Courts have been in operation since the fall. Officials have projected that 4,500 petitions could be filed in Los Angeles County in the first year, but only 80 had been filed as of late February -- including Ms. Collette's. (Of those, 20 have been dismissed, and 60 are still active.)



Ricardo Garcia, the Los Angeles County public defender, whose office will represent people appearing in the new court in that county, said his agency would be on guard for any coercion -- like a referral for conservatorship -- and would fight it if clients were opposed.



Eve Garrow, the homelessness policy analyst for the A.C.L.U. of Southern California, which supported the unsuccessful 
legal challenge
 to CARE Court, said she worries about racial disparities, pointing out that Black people are 
far more likely
 than others to fall into homelessness. In Los Angeles, Black people represent about 8 percent of the population, but more than 30 percent of the homeless population.



She said the police, who can file petitions themselves to bring homeless people into court, are likely to be heavily involved. 



For many family members who have dealt with loved ones' disease for years, if not decades, the possibility of coercion is what gives the efforts a bit of promise.



"I just really think that any kind of solution you come up with that doesn't involve some type of involuntary treatment is doomed to failure," said Harold Turner, who became an advocate in Los Angeles for the National Alliance on Mental Illness while he was dealing with a daughter's descent into a mental illness.



His daughter stabbed her younger sister and was charged in 2007 with attempted murder. She was found not guilty by reason of insanity and was committed to a state mental health facility. After she was discharged, she went back to school, got a job at a hospital and is doing well.



But Mr. Turner wonders if that trauma could have been avoided with greater intervention. So while he supports the new court, he wishes it were "more coercive."



After filing her petition, Ms. Collette called and texted her daughter to urge her to go to the court, saying the process could help her regain custody of her 10-year-old son, who has been raised by Ms. Collette for the last five years. But Ms. Colette said Tamra was recalcitrant. "She doesn't want to know about it," she said. So she waited while the county's Department of Mental Health tried to find Tamra to serve her with the court papers.



Ms. Collette didn't know if they would even be able to find her. She said she doesn't know where her daughter sleeps each night. "She won't tell us," Ms. Collette said. (The Times has tried to reach Tamra, through text, phone and social media, but has been unable to.)



A few weeks after filing her petition, Ms. Collette received a letter from the court: petition denied. Clinicians had located Tamra and had found that she was receiving care from a social services agency in Venice. As long as she continued with that treatment, she was not eligible for the new court.



For now, all Ms. Collette can do is hope Tamra stays in treatment. "I'm not going to give up on her," she said, but she won't hesitate to try the courts again. "If I see her back on the streets, I'm going back."
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Bird Flu Spreads to Dairy Cows



U.S. regulators confirmed that sick cattle in Texas, Kansas and possibly in New Mexico contracted avian influenza. They stressed that the nation's milk supply is safe.




The U.S.D.A. said that dairy cattle in Texas and Kansas had tested positive for avian flu, but the agency asserted that the milk supply was safe.




By Emily Anthes


Mar 26, 2024


A form of avian influenza that is highly fatal in birds has been confirmed in U.S. dairy cattle in Texas and Kansas, 
the Department of Agriculture announced
 on Monday.



It is the first time that cows infected with the virus have been identified.



The cows appear to have been infected by wild birds, and dead birds were reported on some farms, the agency said. The Texas Animal Health Commission confirmed that the influenza subtype known as H5N1 has been identified and said that the virus resembled the version that has been spreading in birds across the nation.



The results were announced after multiple federal and state agencies began investigating reports of sick cows in Texas, Kansas and New Mexico. The illness has primarily affected older cows, causing symptoms that include reduced appetite, fever and a sudden drop in milk production. So far, the U.S.D.A. said, there had been few or no reports of deaths in the affected herds.



In several cases, the virus was detected in unpasteurized samples of milk collected from sick cows. Pasteurization should inactivate the flu virus, experts said, and officials stressed that the milk supply was safe.



"At this stage, there is no concern about the safety of the commercial milk supply or that this circumstance poses a risk to consumer health," the agency said in a statement.



Outside experts agreed. "It has only been found in milk that is grossly abnormal," said Dr. Jim Lowe, a veterinarian and influenza researcher at the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.



In those cases, the milk was described as thick and syrupy, he said, and was discarded. The agency said that dairies are required to divert or destroy milk from sick animals.



The cattle infections come on the heels of the nation's first detection of highly pathogenic bird flu in goats, which was 
announced by Minnesota officials last week
.



So far, the flu samples from sick cows have not contained genetic mutations that are known to make the virus more likely to infect humans, the agriculture agency said, adding that the risk to the general public remained low.



"There's still no cause to panic," said Stacey L. Schultz-Cherry, a virologist and influenza expert at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. "It just looks like it's another spillover event due to contact with diseased wild birds."



Still, she noted, cows were not thought to be among the species that were particularly susceptible to avian influenza, and the cases were another worrisome turn in a global bird flu outbreak that has devastated wild bird populations over the last few years.



The outbreak has been caused by a new form of bird flu virus, known as H5N1, that emerged in Europe in 2020. Wild birds can spread the virus, through their feces and oral secretions, to farmed poultry and other animals. Outbreaks often flare up in the spring and summer, when migrating birds are on the move.



Although avian influenza viruses are adapted to spread primarily among birds, the new version of H5N1 has become so widespread in wild birds that it has also repeatedly spread to mammals, especially scavenging species, such as foxes, that might feed on infected birds.



Infected wild birds could transmit the virus to cows by contaminating their food or water, said Dr. Joe Armstrong, a veterinarian and cattle production expert at the University of Minnesota Extension. "You get onto a farm, especially during the migratory season, and you've got geese and ducks looking for feed just like everyone else," he said. "To me that's the most likely route."



But it is also possible that free-ranging cats, which are not uncommon on farms and are known to be susceptible to the virus, could be involved in spreading the pathogen, he said.



Dr. Armstrong also cautioned that it was too soon to conclude that avian influenza was the primary cause of disease in all of the sick cows that have been reported.



Infections of mammals, which give bird flu viruses new opportunities to evolve, are always a source of some concern, Andrew Bowman, a molecular epidemiologist and influenza expert at Ohio State University, said. Scientists have long been concerned that a bird flu virus that evolved to spread more efficiently among mammals, including humans, could set off the next pandemic.



At this point, Dr. Bowman said, it remains unclear whether the infected cows have all picked up the virus directly from birds or whether the virus is also spreading from cow to cow.



"That's a question that's going to have to get resolved quickly," he said. "If we have transmission cattle to cattle, that's a different story. That certainly makes me a little more nervous."



A closer look at the viral genomes should help scientists learn more about how the virus is spreading and whether it is evolving in ways that would increase the public health risk, scientists said.



These first cases also mean that flu surveillance in cattle should be ramped up, said Richard Webby, a virologist and influenza expert at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.



"It's pretty clear that we have to now get a better feel for how widespread this is in cows," he said. "Flu probably wasn't a major part of a diagnostic work-up for a sick cow before this, but it's certainly going to be moving forward."
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Democrat Running on Abortion and I.V.F. Access Wins Special Election in Alabama



Marilyn Lands flipped a State House seat in the deep-red state by 25 percentage points, underscoring the continued political potency of reproductive rights.




The Democratic candidate Marilyn Lands defeated her Republican opponent, Teddy Powell, by about 25 percentage points -- an extraordinary margin in a swing district.




By Maggie Astor


Mar 27, 2024


Marilyn Lands, a Democrat, won a special election Tuesday for a State House seat in Alabama after campaigning on access to abortion and in vitro fertilization, underscoring the continued political potency of reproductive rights.



Ms. Lands defeated her Republican opponent, Teddy Powell, 
by about 25 percentage points
 -- an extraordinary margin in a swing district where she lost by seven points in 2022. The special election was called when David Cole, the Republican who had held the seat, resigned and pleaded guilty to voter fraud.



"Today, Alabama women and families sent a clear message that will be heard in Montgomery and across the nation," Ms. Lands, a licensed counselor, said Tuesday night. "Our legislature must repeal Alabama's no-exceptions abortion ban, fully restore access to I.V.F. and protect the right to contraception."



Her election, in the largely suburban House District 10 in northern Alabama, does not change the balance of power in the state; Republicans still hold supermajorities in both its House and its Senate. And the race was small, with only about 6,000 votes cast.



But the outcome and the margin add further evidence to the pile of election results over the nearly two years since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade that abortion, and, now, I.V.F., is a reliably motivating issue. Democrats are counting on abortion rights in 2024 to continue to help power wins in key states.



Alabama has banned abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with no exceptions for rape and incest. And last month, the Alabama Supreme Court 
ruled
 that frozen embryos were people with rights -- upending I.V.F. care, which typically involves creating multiple embryos but implanting only one at a time, and indefinitely freezing or sometimes destroying those left over.



In response to the backlash over that ruling, the Alabama Legislature 
passed
 a law giving I.V.F. clinics criminal and civil immunity and Gov. Kay Ivey, a Republican, signed it. It 
did not address
 embryos' legal status.



Mr. Powell, the Republican candidate, avoided talking about abortion and I.V.F. during the campaign, focusing instead on issues including education and local infrastructure. That strategy, which many national candidates have also adopted over the past two years, does not appear to have been effective.



Heather Williams, the president of the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee, which works to elect Democrats to state legislatures, called Ms. Lands's victory "a harbinger of things to come."



"Republicans across the country have been put on notice that there are consequences to attacks on I.V.F.," Ms. Williams said.



President Biden's re-election campaign, which is planning to focus heavily on abortion as well, also highlighted the result, calling it a "major warning sign" for former President Donald J. Trump. Mr. Trump, who appointed three of the Supreme Court justices who overturned Roe, 
has indicated
 that he is likely to support a 15-week federal abortion ban.



"Voters will not stand for his attacks on reproductive health care," Mr. Biden's campaign manager, Julie Chavez Rodriguez, said in a statement.
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For Many in Baltimore, the Key Was the City's 'Blue Collar' Bridge



The bridge, which collapsed on Tuesday, had become an emblem of Baltimore's identity as a working port city.




People taking photos of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge.




By Campbell Robertson and JoAnna Daemmrich


Mar 26, 2024


There are more heavily trafficked routes across the Baltimore Harbor than the Francis Scott Key Bridge. The Harbor Tunnel carries double the daily traffic of the Key Bridge and the Fort McHenry Tunnel much more than that.



But the Key, with its gently sloping arch and views that no tunnel could match, had become an emblem of Baltimore's identity as a working port city.



On Tuesday, from vantage points across the harbor, people stood in disbelief at the sight of parts of the 1.6-mile span jutting jaggedly out of the water, the result of a catastrophic cargo ship crash that toppled the bridge and left six workers missing.



"It's the blue-collar bridge," said Kurt L. Schmoke, Baltimore's mayor in the 1990s and now president of University of Baltimore. The Chesapeake Bay Bridge, 22 miles away, the only bridge in Maryland that was longer, is all about leisure, a gateway to the beach. The tunnels are all function, a way of all but bypassing Baltimore on the way from Washington, D.C., to New York City.



"The Key Bridge," Mr. Schmoke said, "was definitely for work."



When the Key Bridge opened in 1977, the Harbor Tunnel was constantly clogged with traffic, reflecting the increased commuting among the fast-growing suburbs of Baltimore and along the I-95 corridor. The bridge was a release valve for the traffic and a godsend for the working-class communities that sat on either end of it. They now had a direct route to the jobs at the plants and distribution centers that line the Harbor.



"The bridge spanned working Baltimore, both metaphorically and literally," said Rafael Alvarez, 65, the son of a harbor tugboat engineer who has written more than a dozen books about Baltimore's working class.




The Dali hit a pillar of the bridge around 1:30 a.m., the ship's owners said.




On the northern end was Sparrows Point, once home to the massive Bethlehem Steel Plant, which was once the largest working mill in the world and is now the site of distribution centers for Amazon, Home Depot and Under Armour. On the other end, Curtis Bay, long home to chemical plants, including a paint company that Mr. Alvarez remembers emitting white clouds so thick they had to close the bridge.



Tens of thousands of Baltimoreans lived and worked in these areas, Mr. Alvarez said.



The six men who are missing were part of this tradition of working Baltimore: members of a construction crew, working overnight hours filling potholes on the bridge.



As the morning unfolded, and cars and trucks from a legion of government agencies went to and from the collapse site, some of the people who knew the bridge best were forced, this time, to take it in at a distance.



They gathered on a highway embankment across from a Dollar General to get a look at the broken bridge. There were whispered conspiracy theories among the crowd, pointed concerns about getting to work and doctor's appointments and bafflement at how this could have happened.



Others just recollected.



"When I got my license in '75, the only way to get back and forth was the tunnel," said James Metzger, 66, retired from the automotive industry.



From the windows at his high school, not far from where he was standing, Mr. Metzger would look out and watch the bridge being built, he said. Around that time he was seeing a girl who lived on the other side; a bridge had romantic implications along with everything else.



One day in 1977, Mr. Metzger said, his father, a truck driver, was coming back home from his route and happened upon the bridge's ribbon cutting. His father had seen the governor, he said, and even kept a piece of the ribbon. The bridge had been a part of their lives ever since.



Until Tuesday morning, when Mr. Metzger's current girlfriend had called. "She was on the way to work," he said. "She said, 'I'm seeing police cars and helicopters. And the Key Bridge is gone.'"
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Engineers Raise Questions About Bridge's Construction as Inquiry Begins



In reviewing images of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, some structural engineers said that its piers, which are essential to the structure's integrity, appeared to lack protective barriers.




"A bridge of that size and importance should not collapse when hit by an errant vessel," said Shankar Nair, a structural engineer with over half a century of experience.




By James Glanz and Annie Correal


Mar 26, 2024


The large container ship that collided with the Key Bridge in Baltimore, leading to its near-total collapse, appeared to strike a critical component, known as a pylon or pier, according to several engineers who have reviewed footage of the incident.



Without the pier, they said, it was impossible for other components of the bridge to assume the load and keep the bridge standing.



The piers on a bridge act as a kind of leg and are what is known as "nonredundant" parts of a bridge's structure. If a pier is somehow taken out, there is nothing to compensate for the missing structural support, and a collapse of the bridge is all but inevitable, most of the analysts said.



Yet the collapse in Baltimore on Tuesday might have been avoided, some of the engineers said, if the piers had been better able to block, deflect or withstand such a collision. And some of the engineers questioned whether the bridge's piers had adequate blocking devices that are known with a self-explanatory name: fenders. 



In bridge engineering, fenders can be anything from simple pyramids of rocks piled around the pylons to major concrete rings padded with slats of wood, designed to shield the bridge's supports from damage by water or collisions.



It was not clear whether any such protection built around the bridge's piers was sufficient to guard against even a glancing hit from a 95,000-gross-ton container vessel.  



And the U.S. secretary of transportation, Pete Buttigieg, expressed doubt on Tuesday that any bridge could have withstood such a serious collision.



"This is a unique circumstance. I do not know of a bridge that has been constructed to withstand a direct impact from a vessel of this size," he told reporters.



Yet a different perspective emerged in initial comments by the investigators who will be sorting out what happened in the collapse.



Jennifer Homendy, the chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, said protective structures would be a part of the investigation into the collapse. "There's some questions about the structure of the bridge -- protective structure around the bridge or around the piers to make sure there isn't a collapse," she said, responding to a reporter's question.



"We are aware of what a structure should have. Part of our investigation will be how was this bridge constructed? It will look at the structure itself. Should there be any sort of safety improvements? All of that will be part of our investigation."



The Maryland Transportation Authority did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the design of the piers in Baltimore, and did not say whether any fenders were installed to protect them.



Between 1960 and 2015, there were 35 major bridge collapses worldwide because of ship or barge collisions, resulting in the deaths of 342 people, according to 
a 2018 report
 from the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure, a scientific and technical organization. 



The deadliest crash took place in 1983, when a passenger ship collided with a railroad bridge on the Volga River in Russia, killing 176 people, according to the report.  



It was only after "a marked increase in the frequency and severity of vessel collisions with bridges" that attempts to study and address the risks were initiated in the 1980s, said the report's authors, Michael Knott and Mikele Winters.



A widely circulated video of the Key Bridge failure drew attention to the disastrous collapse of the upper bridge structure. But engineers who reviewed the footage said that did not appear to be the culprit in the disaster. Instead, they said, the superstructure failure was most likely a secondary effect of the pier crumbling beneath it after the collision.



Engineers who reviewed images of the bridge both before and after the collapse said no significant fender structures were visible. Only fairly small structures were visible in photos taken at the foot of the pier, and they did not appear to be substantial enough to be able to stop a large ship, some of them said. They said the structures may have served another purpose entirely -- like preventing water from scouring and undermining the pier's foundation.



Benjamin W. Schafer, a professor of engineering at Johns Hopkins University, said, after looking at images of the bridge taken before the disaster, "If you zoom further out, you can see these large cylinders that sort of define the shipping channel. They are to direct the ships and they are part of the bridge structure. Some would say those are protective structures. But I haven't seen any evidence of fenders myself."



In some bridges, engineers may elect, instead of fendering, "the alternative of making the pier exceptionally strong," said Shankar Nair, a structural engineer with over half a century of experience who is a member of the National Academy of Engineering. But the visual evidence so far, he and others said, suggested that the pier was simply not strong enough to survive the collision.



The structure's apparent vulnerability left some engineers dumbfounded.



"This is a huge shock," Dr. Nair said. "A bridge of that size and importance should not collapse when hit by an errant vessel."



The importance of sturdy fenders on bridge piers was backed up by a similar accident that occurred in 2013 when a 752-foot-long tanker collided with a support of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. According to a National Transportation Safety Board report on the incident, the support stood -- although $1.4 million in damage was done to the fendering system, which cushioned the impact.



In other cases when collisions lead to full or partial collapses, shortcomings in the fendering system are usually involved, said Matthys Levy, a longtime structural engineer and co-author of "Why Buildings Fall Down."



"It's usually an issue of fendering," Mr. Levy said. "The fendering is not strong enough."



According to a description of the Key Bridge by an American Society of Civil Engineers manual, the 8,636-foot-long structure in Baltimore was opened to traffic in 1977. The steel span above it, a design known as a truss, can be vulnerable to failure itself -- damage to individual elements of the truss can theoretically cascade into a wider collapse. But that did not appear to be the case in Baltimore, engineers who reviewed the footage said: The truss, they said, was simply unable to remain intact when the pier was taken out beneath it.



Tuesday's collapse raises the question "of how vulnerable are the piers and what is done or should have been done to protect them in the event of something like this," said Donald O. Dusenberry, a consulting engineer who has investigated many bridge failures.



Mr. Dusenberry, in pointing to the issue of fender protection, said that it was impossible to make a full determination of what was installed without reviewing structural drawings of the bridge.



But images taken before the disaster, he said, suggested that small barriers that could be seen rising around the bridge's piers, roughly at water level, would be unlikely to be able to stop a large ship. Effective fenders, he said, had to be far enough from the pier to keep the bow of a large ship from striking the pier, and large enough to absorb the energy of a collision. Assuming nothing had changed since the prior pictures were taken, he said, the visible structures did not seem up to that task.



"Maybe it would stop a ferry or something like that," he said. "Not a massive, oceangoing cargo ship."



One of the catastrophes prompting scrutiny of the issue of bridge collisions was the collapse of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa, Fla., in 1980. 



The structure collapsed when a cargo ship hit a pier, bringing down part of the main span and killing 35 people. Seven years later, a shrimp boat hit a bumper erected on the bridge built to replace it.



While catastrophic collisions garner the most attention, vessel collision accidents with bridges are not uncommon and regularly cause damage that, according to the 2018 report, "varies from minor to significant but does not necessarily result in collapse of the structure or loss of life." 



Mr. Schafer, the professor of engineering at Johns Hopkins, said fenders were undeniably important to preventing catastrophic collisions but that the size of the vessel that hits a bridge plays a critical role.



"When people think about fenders, they're thinking about something that is similar in scale, in size, to the supporting concrete structure itself," Mr. Schafer said. "So, you know, if that is 30-feet across, you might think of a fender which is like 30 feet as well. Right?" 



The problem, he said, comes with trying to design protection against something so large as a container ship. "Could we design something that's big enough to divert a runaway cargo ship? Yes. Would it be of a scale that's practical? Probably not." 



Rather than build bigger fenders, Mr. Shafer said, the key is to divert ships before they get dangerously close to the piers and fenders. "That would be the physical answer," he said. "The better answer is to have the people and the processes in place, so it never happens
."
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Berkeley Will Repeal Its Landmark Ban on Natural Gas in New Homes



The decision, which came after a legal challenge, throws into question the fate of dozens of similar measures across the United States.




Gas meters at an apartment building in Berkeley, Calif.




By Brad Plumer


Mar 27, 2024


The city of Berkeley, Calif., has agreed to repeal a landmark climate rule that would have banned natural gas hookups in new homes, throwing into question the fate of dozens of similar restrictions on gas in cities across the country.



Berkeley's gas ban, which was the first of its kind when it passed in 2019, had been challenged in court by the California Restaurant Association and 
was struck down
 last year by a three-judge panel on the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. The city settled the lawsuit last week by agreeing to immediately halt enforcement of the rule and eventually repeal it altogether.



"To comply with the Ninth Circuit's ruling, we have ceased enforcement of the gas ban," Farimah Brown, the city attorney for Berkeley, said in an email. However, she added, "Berkeley will continue to be a leader on climate action."



The decision could have widespread ripple effects. Over the past few years, 
more than 140 cities and local governments
 have followed Berkeley's lead in seeking to end the use of natural gas in new buildings in order to tackle climate change, including New York City, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle. Many of those efforts are facing fierce resistance and legal challenges from the gas industry, restaurants and homebuilders.



It is unclear whether other gas bans could be overturned. Some city ordinances were structured differently than Berkeley's and may survive legal scrutiny. But several other California communities, including San Luis Obispo and Santa Cruz, have already dropped their efforts to forbid gas hookups in new homes for fear of court challenges.



"We are encouraged that the City of Berkeley has agreed to take steps to repeal the ordinance," said Jot Condie, president of the California Restaurant Association. "Every city and county in California that has passed a similar ordinance should follow their lead."



Homes and buildings are responsible for 
about 13 percent
 of America's planet-warming emissions, largely from natural gas burned in furnaces, hot water heaters, stoves, ovens and clothes dryers. To clean up that pollution, states like California and New York have tried to encourage homeowners and developers to swap out their gas furnaces and stoves in favor of electric heat pumps and kitchen ranges.



In 2019, Berkeley's City Council thrust the issue into the national spotlight by 
unanimously approving a ban
 on extending natural gas infrastructure into most newly constructed buildings. The move was widely celebrated by environmentalists, and dozens of cities in California quickly adopted their own measures to restrict gas use in new buildings.



A backlash soon followed, led by the natural gas industry and local gas utilities worried about the threat to their profits. Some chefs and restaurant owners said that they 
wouldn't be able to cook as well
 without gas.



The California Restaurant Association sued Berkeley and, last April, the Ninth Circuit ruled that the city's ordinance violated a federal law that gives the Energy Department sole authority to set energy efficiency standards for appliances. In January, the court declined to rehear the case, essentially forcing Berkeley to abandon its rule.



Since the Ninth Circuit's ruling last spring, no cities in California have tried to ban gas hookups and Sacramento stopped enforcing its gas ban.



The city of San Francisco, however, said it would continue enforcing a local ordinance that restricts new gas hookups, with 
officials telling KQED
, a PBS member television station, that they believed the rule was on solid legal ground because it was written differently than Berkeley's and contained more exemptions.



More court decisions are likely to follow. New York City 
has approved its own ban on gas hookups for new buildings
, but that law is currently being challenged in court by local construction groups.



The growing push to electrify homes 
has triggered sharp political opposition
: Over the past few years, at least 24 mostly red states -- including Arizona, Georgia, Florida, Ohio and Texas -- have passed laws that forbid their cities from restricting gas use.



Last year, the Energy Department proposed new efficiency standards for stoves that would have potentially blocked many gas-burning models from being sold. But Republicans and some Democrats assailed the proposal and, this spring, the agency 
scaled back its rule
 so that most gas stoves could comply.



Even if cities are unable to ban gas infrastructure, experts said 
there may be other ways
 for local governments to encourage developers to shift away from fossil fuels.



For instance, states and cities often have much wider latitude in setting building codes. 
Seattle
 and 
San Jose
 have adopted "fuel neutral" standards that require new buildings to meet increasingly strict energy performance requirements. Those standards don't technically ban gas stoves or furnaces, but they can be so stringent that they are difficult to meet without installing electric appliances.



In September, mayors from 25 California cities wrote to Gov. Gavin Newsom 
urging him to set statewide building codes
 that would require new buildings to be fully electric.
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Appeals Court Keeps Block on Texas Migrant Arrest Law



The decision in favor of the federal government left in place a trial court injunction while courts determine whether the measure is legal. 




Texas State Troopers stand in the background of a news conference with Gov. Greg Abbott in Brownsville, Texas, in December.




By J. David Goodman


Mar 27, 2024


A federal appeals court late Tuesday ruled against Texas in its bitter clash with the federal government, deciding that a law allowing the state to arrest and deport migrants could not be implemented while the courts wrestled with the question of whether it is legal.



A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, which has 
a reputation for conservative rulings
, sided in its 2-to-1 decision with lawyers for the Biden administration who have argued that the law violates the U.S. Constitution and decades of legal precedent.



The panel's 50-page majority opinion left in place an injunction 
imposed last month by a lower court
 in Austin, which found that the federal government was likely to succeed in its arguments against the law. The opinion was written by the Fifth Circuit's chief judge, Priscilla Richman, a nominee of President George W. Bush, and was joined by Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez, who was nominated to the bench by President Biden last year.



Judge Richman found that Texas' law conflicted with federal law and with Supreme Court precedent, particularly a 2012 immigration case, Arizona v. United States.



"For nearly 150 years, the Supreme Court has held that the power to control immigration -- the entry, admission and removal of noncitizens -- is exclusively a federal power," she wrote. "Texas has not shown that it is likely to succeed on the merits," she said after discussing how various arguments made by the state fell short.



It was a setback for Gov. Greg Abbott but not an unexpected one: The governor has said that he anticipated the fight over the law's constitutionality to eventually reach the Supreme Court. Mr. Abbott has said the law, which allows the state to arrest and deport migrants on its own, is necessary to deal with the record number of migrants crossing into Texas from Mexico. 



Mr. Abbott also said, in a speech this month, that the law had been had been tailored to challenge the high court's precedent in the 2012 case, which was decided 5 to 3. "We found ways to try to craft that law to be consistent" with the dissent in the Arizona case written by the late Justice Antonin Scalia, 
Mr. Abbott said
.



Lawyers for the state could seek emergency action by the Supreme Court. Or they could let the decision stand and wait for arguments, set for April 3, over the substance of the law, known as Senate Bill 4 or S.B. 4, and whether the injunction was appropriately ordered. That argument is set to be heard by the same three-judge panel.



In his dissent, Judge Andrew S. Oldham said that the decision on Tuesday suggested that the panel would similarly decide in favor of the federal government after its arguments next month.



"Today's decision means that we'll likely never know how Texas' state courts and its state law-enforcement officers would have implemented S.B. 4.," wrote Judge Oldham, a former general counsel to Mr. Abbott who was nominated to the court by President Donald J. Trump. He said he would have let the law go into effect as the appeals process moved forward, and instead have the courts "wait for an actual conflict to arise between state and federal law."



The decision was the latest development in a back-and-forth legal drama over the law, a sweeping effort by Texas to create a state-level system of immigration enforcement in direct challenge to the federal government.



The law briefly went into effect this month amid a series of procedural rulings that made their way to the U.S. Supreme Court. A few hours later, an order by the Fifth Circuit panel again blocked its implementation.



The legal wrangling 
created confusion for police departments
 and sheriff's offices in Texas, spread uncertainty along the border, and caused the president and foreign ministry of Mexico to 
vocally object
 to a central provision of the law: that state courts could order migrants who crossed from Mexico to return to that country, no matter their national origin.



It was that provision that also appeared to most bother Judge Richman. During an hour of oral arguments over whether to pause the injunction, she focused on the removal provision of S.B. 4, which she suggested conflicted with prior Supreme Court precedent.



"This is the first time it seems to me that a state has claimed that they had the right to remove" undocumented immigrants, she said during the hearing.



In her opinion on Tuesday, Judge Richman dismissed one of Texas' most aggressive assertions: that the Texas law should be allowed to stand because the arrival of large numbers of migrants at the southern border constituted an "invasion" that triggered state war powers under the U.S. Constitution. 



"Constitutional text, structure and history provide strong evidence that federal statutes addressing matters such as noncitizen entry and removal are still supreme even when the State War Clause has been triggered," she wrote, adding that Texas "has not identified any authority to support its proposition" to the contrary.



Even if aspects of the state's arrest law aligned with existing federal law, which makes it a crime to cross into the United States without authorization, Judge Richman wrote that "what happens immediately following an arrest is in striking conflict with federal law."



The removal provision would "significantly impair the exercise of discretion" by federal immigration officials, she wrote, preventing migrants arrested from seeking asylum before being ordered by a state court to leave the country. She added that it would "cause international friction" and "risks taking the United States out of compliance with its treaty obligations."



Judge Richman hinted at the heated political debates over immigration enforcement and noted that both Republican and Democratic administrations have pointed to a lack of sufficient funding by Congress as a limitation, along with a "lack of political will."



Texas has argued that its law is seeking to fill the gap left by the federal government, she wrote, "but it is unlikely that Texas can step into the shoes of the national sovereign under our Constitution and laws."
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Trump Attacks R.F.K. Jr., a Third-Party Wild Card



Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the independent presidential candidate, has asserted that he intends to be a "spoiler" for both Donald Trump and President Biden.




Former President Donald J. Trump's views on Robert F. Kennedy Jr. have vacillated over the last year. When Mr. Kennedy was running against President Biden in the Democratic primary, Mr. Trump praised him as "very smart."




By Michael Gold


Mar 27, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump attacked Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the independent presidential candidate, on Wednesday morning, casting Mr. Kennedy as a liberal Democrat in disguise while also seeming to back him as a spoiler for President Biden's campaign.



Mr. Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, pointed in particular to Mr. Kennedy's views on climate change and the environment, writing on his social media site that Mr. Kennedy was more "radical Left" than Mr. Biden.



Yet he also professed support for Mr. Kennedy's campaign, claiming that Mr. Kennedy would be likely to siphon votes from Mr. Biden. "I love that he is running!" Mr. Trump concluded.



Mr. Trump's post, which came a day after Mr. Kennedy announced his running mate, underscores the political wild card that is Mr. Kennedy's bid. Even as Mr. Trump asserted that Mr. Kennedy's independent campaign would be a boon to his own effort to beat Mr. Biden, two Trump campaign officials said they had seen polling that showed Mr. Kennedy drawing support from independent voters in a way that could be equally detrimental to both Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden.



Though Mr. Kennedy will face challenges getting on the ballot in several states, it is possible that his campaign could tip the scales in battlegrounds where the margins of victory have been narrow in recent election cycles.



Mr. Kennedy's campaign did not respond to a request for comment. But on Tuesday, he made clear his intention to court voters who have soured on both candidates. "Our campaign is a spoiler all right," he said during his announcement. "It is a spoiler for President Biden and for President Trump."



Underlying Mr. Kennedy's possible appeal are positions that defy easy political categorization or are inconsistent. A former environmental lawyer, Mr. Kennedy started his presidential campaign last year as a Democrat challenging Mr. Biden in the primary. After six months, he announced he would run as an independent candidate instead.



Mr. Kennedy has voiced support for the Green New Deal and has backed environmental policies favored by the left that would limit the use of fossil fuels. But he opposes military assistance for Ukraine in its war against Russia, putting him at odds with mainstream Democrats and aligning him more closely with many on the right, including Mr. Trump.



After 
backing a federal abortion ban last year
, Mr. Kennedy immediately backtracked and said he supported a woman's right to choose, without offering specifics. Democrats are expected to make protecting reproductive rights central to Mr. Biden's re-election campaign.



Mr. Kennedy, long a vaccine skeptic, also rose to prominence during the coronavirus pandemic, when he railed against vaccine mandates and lockdown measures. His anti-vaccine views have been largely embraced by the Republican Party under Mr. Trump, whose administration spurred development of the Covid-19 vaccine. Mr. Trump frequently denounces mask and vaccine mandates during his rallies.



Boosted in part by his family name, Mr. Kennedy has had a remarkably strong showing in some national and state polls for an independent candidate. A 
national Fox News poll
 conducted last month found Mr. Kennedy's polling at 13 percent.



But data shows that poll results tend to inflate support for independent and third-party candidates, and it remains to be seen whether Mr. Kennedy's backing will hold down the stretch.



Surveys have also left an unclear picture over which major-party candidate might be more damaged by Mr. Kennedy's presence on the ballot. Last year, polls of six battleground states by 
The New York Times and Siena College
 found that Mr. Kennedy pulled similar numbers of voters from Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump.



The Democratic Party, which sees Mr. Trump's base of support as sturdier than Mr. Biden's, has mounted an effort to blunt the threat that third-party and independent candidates might pose to the president's re-election bid.



The party is increasingly arguing that Mr. Kennedy's campaign is a "spoiler" propped up by allies of Mr. Trump. Mr. Biden's backers have also pointed to Mr. Kennedy's views to show that he is out of line with mainstream liberal values.



"Donald Trump is saying the quiet part out loud: R.F.K. Jr. is a spoiler candidate," Matt Corridoni, a spokesman for the Democratic National Committee, said in a statement.



Republicans have not mounted the same kind of undertaking. But Mr. Trump's statement suggests a similar effort to define Mr. Kennedy as voters become more familiar with him.



The former president's views on Mr. Kennedy have vacillated over the last year. When Mr. Kennedy was challenging Mr. Biden in the Democratic primary, Mr. Trump, who once 
appointed Mr. Kennedy to a commission on vaccines
, praised him as a "
very smart person
."



"I like him a lot. I've known him for a long time," Mr. Trump said in an interview in September. "He's very much a libertarian in a certain way. And I think I have certain qualities along those lines, too, if you want to know the truth."



But after Mr. Kennedy opted instead to run as an independent candidate, the Trump campaign and the 
Republican National Committee
 quickly began tying Mr. Kennedy to the left, arguing that his independent bid was an effort to deceive voters about his politics.



Rebecca Davis O'Brien
 contributed reporting.
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Trump Advisers Talk of Palestinian Expulsions, but Activists Focus on Biden



Donald J. Trump's son-in-law and his former ambassador to Israel have amplified policy proposals embraced by Israel's far-right wing, but U.S. activists say their anger still rests with the current administration.




David M. Friedman, the former ambassador to Israel, and Donald J. Trump last month. Mr. Trump said that he would meet with Mr. Friedman to discuss his plan for Israeli annexation of the West Bank.




By Jonathan Weisman


Mar 26, 2024


Even as Palestinian-rights organizers focus their ire on President Biden, the advisers who  shaped Donald J. Trump's Middle East policies when he was president have amplified calls for the expulsion of Palestinians from Gaza and the annexation of the West Bank by Israel.



Those policy prescriptions, voiced by Mr. Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner and his former ambassador to Israel, 
David M. Friedman
, suggest a right-wing approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict exceeding even the Trump administration's 
lopsidedly pro-Israeli proposals
 for a two-state solution. Mr. Trump, in an interview with a conservative Israeli publication, was contradictory on the policies he would pursue, but he did say he would be meeting with Mr. Friedman to discuss the 
former ambassador's plan for Israeli annexation
 of the West Bank, which has been under military occupation since 1967.



Yet rather than raising alarm bells, some Palestinian organizers still maintain that Mr. Biden is the true threat, and that rhetoric from his Republican challenger cannot compare to policies that they say have already led to the killing of tens of thousands of Palestinians.



"The fear of a second Trump term no longer resonates," said Abed Ayoub, the national executive director of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, who has been organizing Arab American and progressive voters in Michigan. 



Mr. Ayoub suggested that if Mr. Trump was re-elected because activists shun Mr. Biden, the Democratic Party could be forced to reconsider its position on Israel.




Palestinian-rights organizers have focused their ire on the Biden administration, even as people close to Mr. Trump have called for the expulsion of Palestinians from Gaza.




The ideas given voice by Mr. Friedman and Mr. Kushner have raised eyebrows. At a 
forum at Harvard
 that first drew widespread attention last week, Mr. Kushner, 
a developer who has actively pursued real estate deals abroad
 off 
contacts made when he was setting policy
 in the White House, said that "Gaza's waterfront property could be very valuable." He also suggested Palestinians be "moved out" of the beleaguered territory.



"It's a little bit of an unfortunate situation there, but from Israel's perspective I would do my best to move the people out and then clean it up," Mr. Kushner said. Palestinian civilians, he said, could be moved into the Negev desert in Israel's arid south.



Mr. Friedman appeared to echo Mr. Kushner's call for expulsions over the weekend when he criticized Vice President Kamala Harris on social media for saying that 
as many as 1.5 million Palestinians
 who have sought shelter in the southern Gaza city of Rafah had nowhere else to go if Israel attacked.



Mr. Friedman suggested that Gaza's Palestinians could always emigrate.



"She 'studied the maps' and concluded that the people in Rafah have no place to go," 
Mr. Friedman wrote.
 "It must have been an awfully small map -- obviously left out Egypt and other Arab countries."



Later, responding to denunciations by Palestinian rights activists, Mr. Friedman wrote that he was "advocating getting civilians temporarily out of harm's way during a war."



"It looks like you would prefer that they suffer so you can maintain your anti-Israel narrative," Mr. Friedman 
said on social media
.



Meantime, Mr. Friedman has been pushing a Future of Judea & Samaria plan, using the biblical terminology for the West Bank to assert what he says is Israel's right to annex the territory, which under longstanding American policy is supposed to constitute the lion's share of an eventual sovereign Palestinian state.



Presenting his plan last month at the conference of the National Religious Broadcasters in Nashville, Mr. Friedman called Mr. Biden's fresh push for a two-state solution -- Israel and Palestine existing side by side -- a "dead letter."



In 
Mr. Trump's interview with the right-wing publication, Israel Hayom
, he did not embrace either prescription, but he did say he would be meeting with Mr. Friedman to discuss his annexation plan.




Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump's son-in-law, said last week that "Gaza's waterfront property could be very valuable."




Both the Biden campaign and the White House responded cautiously on the sensitive issues of Israel's prosecution of the war in Gaza and what might follow. White House aides reiterated that the president had rejected any forced displacement of Palestinians from Gaza, the reconstitution of Israeli settlements in the territory and the "shrinkage" of Gaza's borders. And they said he would continue to press for Palestinian sovereignty in the West Bank and Gaza.



"President Biden shares the goal for an end to the violence and a just, lasting peace in the Middle East," Lauren Hitt, a campaign spokeswoman, said in a statement.



Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman, indicated that the presumptive Republican presidential nominee did not intend to signal any change in policy with his remarks to Israel Hayom, in which he exhorted Israel "to finish up your war" and then pursue some form of peace.



"He fully supports Israel's right to defend itself and eliminate the terrorist threat," Ms. Leavitt said in a statement. "He also believes that Israel's interests will be best served by completing this mission as quickly, decisively and humanely as possible so that the region can return to peace and stability ."



The overall tone of the Trump interview with Israel Hayom was muddled and contradictory. Beyond his call for Israel to "get the job done" in Gaza, he also appeared to criticize Israel's propaganda efforts. "Every night, I would watch buildings pour down on people," he said, suggesting such images should not have been disseminated.



Such contradictions were not lost on Palestinian activists. "He said Israel should be careful because it's losing diplomatic support, not because it's killing Palestinians," said Tarek Khalil, a Chicago board member of American Muslims for Palestine.



But activists involved in the all-out push to reverse the United States' military support for the Israeli government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that they would not be pushed into supporting Mr. Biden's re-election because of Mr. Trump's rhetoric.



"It's noteworthy that even Trump, Netanyahu's strongest ally in the world, believes Israel is losing global and American public opinion," said Waleed Shahid, who has been coordinating communications for Palestinian-rights activists. "On the electoral front, Biden faces more scrutiny from voters on Gaza because he was the president who supplied weapons to a horrific war, even if Trump would have done the same."




Mr. Biden has faced a protest-vote campaign in several battleground states, including Michigan and Minnesota.




Mr. Khalil was more direct about his ambivalence toward Mr. Trump: "Just because his rhetoric is more extreme doesn't mean he'd be worse," he said. "What Trump has said is ugly, but Biden is the one enabling a genocide."



Like Mr. Ayoub, Mr. Khalil said that Mr. Biden's oft-repeated framing -- that the election in November will be a choice between two candidates, not a referendum -- would not carry the day with Arab American voters and their allies among young progressives. 



"You cannot use your opposition to diminish what you've done," Mr. Khalil said.



For Mr. Biden, battling for votes especially in the critical battleground of Michigan, with its large Arab American population, such sentiments are unmitigatedly bad news. His decision on Monday to allow the United Nations Security Council to approve a binding call for a cease-fire in Gaza appears to have done nothing to sway his opposition.



Mr. Ayoub called the Biden administration's abstention on the vote "clearly a change in policy."



"But at the same time," he added, "they're still sending weapons, they're still providing funding, they're still doing a lot of things that contribute" to the carnage.



White House officials on Tuesday also ticked through the steps the administration had taken to get humanitarian aid into Gaza, including pressing the Israeli and Egyptian governments to open border crossings and forcing the resumption of fuel shipments into the territory.



But none of that has proved persuasive as Israel pursues its military campaign to destroy Hamas, the perpetrator of the killing of around 1,200 Israelis on Oct. 7.



Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden are "not the only two choices," Mr. Ayoub said, "and it doesn't fall upon Palestinian-rights activists and peace activists to take one of those two choices. If the byproduct of our choice is another Trump administration, then Democrats need to look at what they did for the next election."



Jonathan Swan
 contributed reporting.
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When 
Richard Serra died yesterday
, I flashed back nearly 30 years to a morning at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
looking with him
 and with his wife, the German-born art historian Clara Weyergraf, at Jackson Pollock's splash and drip painting from 1950, 
"Autumn Rhythm."



We had decided to meet as soon as the museum opened, when the gallery, at the far end of the Met, would still be empty. Taking in the painting, Serra had the air of a caged lion, pacing back and forth, moving away, to see it whole, then back in to inspect some detail.



"We evaluate artists by how much they are able to rid themselves of convention, to change history," he said. Which was Serra's bottom line -- in his case, nudging sculpture into new territory. Why else be an artist? This was how he thought. Old-school. Old Testament. For him, art was all or nothing.



Of course he wasn't alone in his thinking among American artists of his generation, the offspring of postwar American power and arrogance, of titans like Pollock.



That said, not many artists accomplished what he set out to do, in the process seeing public perception of his work flip 180 degrees.



All these decades later, a wide swath of the public today continues to be baffled and occasionally galled by Pollock, just as it didn't get Serra for years. "Tilted Arc," the giant steel sculpture by Serra, was still a fresh wound when we visited the Met. 
Public officials had removed
 it from a plaza outside the courthouses in Lower Manhattan in 1989. Fellow artists objected to the removal, but office workers who ate their lunches in the plaza implored City Hall. They saw it as an intrusion, an ugly wall, dividing their precious open space. Serra still wore his fury like a badge of honor.



"I think if work is asked to be accommodating, to be subservient, to be useful to, to be required to, to be subordinated to, then the artist is in trouble," he said.




Aerial view of the installation of Serra's "Tilted Arc," in Federal Plaza, which office workers saw as a giant intrusion. It was later removed.




It was now two decades later and thousands of his adoring fans filled an auditorium in Brazil. He and I had flown to Rio to do a public talk. The audience had come to hear the lion roar. By then, he and his voice had softened. But not his message.



He compared art with science. You don't advance science by public consensus, he said. Then he described the time he had splashed molten lead against the wall and adjoining sidewalk of a museum in Switzerland, an act that so appalled uptight Swiss residents that the work was removed after only a few hours.



He was thumbing his nose at the stuffy sanctity of the museum, he explained, claiming the side of the building as part of his sculpture, and at the same time swapping industrial materials like lead, steel and rubber for the traditional tools and conventions of his craft, like marble, pedestals and clay.



Around the same time, he lifted up the edge of a sheet of discarded rubber scavenged from a warehouse in Lower Manhattan, making a kind of tent, balanced just so -- a topography, implying action. He wasn't trying to make something crowd-pleasing or familiar or beautiful, he recalled. It wasn't beautiful. It was an experiment.



Was it art?



That was the question.



It was the same question Pollock raised when he painted "Autumn Rhythm." Pollock had also stalked the canvas, as it lay on the floor of his Long Island studio. He prowled its edges with sticks, dripping and ladling paint. Lines in the picture recorded his choreography.



"Autumn Rhythm" was a pure abstraction, depthless, describing only itself, not an image of anything else -- a floating field of wild, exquisite tracery that viewers would need to navigate and decipher for themselves. Even Pollock wasn't sure what it signified.



Pollock "had to have remarkable faith that the process would lead to fully realized statements," Serra said. "After all, he didn't know where he would end up when he started."



Serra had started his meteoric career as a volcanic presence in the downtown art scene of the 1960s, which today has the bittersweet whiff of a faded Polaroid. It was a cobblestone and cast-iron version of Russia in the 1910s, driven by ego and revolution. Serra occupied a loft with the sculptor 
Nancy Graves
 without running water that cost about $75 a month and he fell into a community of ingenious and groundbreaking composers, dancers, writers, filmmakers, musicians and other artists, among them Trisha Brown, Joan Jonas, Steve Reich, Philip Glass, Spalding Grey, Michael Snow, Chuck Close, Robert Smithson, Michael Heizer. The list goes on. Cheap rent, available real estate and restlessness. The cocktail of urban creativity and change.



"There was a clear understanding among us that we had to redefine whatever activity we were doing," is how Serra described the scene to the crowd in Rio.



By then, a global public had come to adore his elliptical mazes of twisted Cor-Ten steel, the culmination of his sculptural pursuits. They were democratic adventures, depending on what you brought to them. A moviemaker once told me that walking through them reminded him of an unspooling film, with twists and turns leading to a surprise ending. A writer on the Holocaust once likened their high walls to pens.



I always found them to be serious fun. They concentrate the mind, stirring fear and anticipation, changing inch by inch, step by step. Serra magically transforms folded, tilting walls of rolled steel into what can almost resemble planes of melted wax. Passages, like caves or canyons, narrow and looming, suddenly open onto clearings. When Serra was given a retrospective at the Museum of Modern Art in 2007, one of the 
most spectacular shows
 of the current century, I found a trio of half-naked sunbathers reclining on the ground inside 
"Torqued Ellipse IV,"
 which occupied a patch of the museum's garden.




Top left, Richard Serra's "Intersection II," 1992-93. Bottom right, "Torqued Ellipse IV," 1998, Museum of Modern Art, 2007. By the time of the MoMA retrospective, a global public was coming to adore his elliptical mazes of twisted Cor-Ten steel. They were democratic adventures, relying on what you brought to them. 





Serra walking through the newly installed "Torqued Ellipse IV" at his 40-year retrospective show. Cranes hoisted the large pieces over the museum's garden wall. 




So what changed over the years to bring the public around?



I'm not sure it was Serra, who stuck to his guns. There is a work by him called 
"1-1-1-1,"
 from 1969, which consists of three tilting steel plates held erect by a pole resting on top of them, itself stabilized by a fourth plate teetering on its end. It looks scary and precarious, but the balancing act can also remind you of Buster Keaton.



It used to be described as obdurate and menacing. But that is not, I don't think, how Serra ever saw his work. After the MoMA retrospective, I passed a late summer afternoon in Italy, watching Serra patiently, quietly accompany my older son, who was still in grade school, around the ancient temples at Paestum. Serra spoke, as if to an adult, about the swell of the weathered columns, the weight of the stones, the way the stones balanced on top of one another and held each other up. For him, sculpture distilled to its essential qualities -- mass, gravity, weight, volume -- was our shared language and legacy, an eternal poem to which great artists add their contributions over the centuries.




Serra's "1-1-1-1," from 1969, consists of three tilting steel plates held erect by a pole resting on top of them, which itself is stabilized by a fourth plate teetering on its end. The precarious balancing act reminds our critic of Buster Keaton.




"I don't know of anyone since Pollock who has altered the form or the language of painting as much as he did," he told me back in that gallery with "Autumn Rhythm." "And that was, what, almost half a century ago?"



It's hard to think of artists who have done more than Serra over the last half century to alter the form and language of sculpture.
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In Senate Race Shake-Up, Frustration With Establishment Politics



Tammy Murphy, New Jersey's first lady, ended her Senate campaign, despite an early air of inevitability to her candidacy.




Tammy Murphy's failed campaign for U.S. Senate reflected intense national frustration with politics as usual -- energy that her chief rival successfully tapped.




By Tracey Tully


Mar 27, 2024


The stage was set, as it often was in New Jersey politics.



The Democratic machine that had kept Senator Robert Menendez in power had abandoned him, and into the spotlight stepped Tammy Murphy, the state's first lady, who had decided to run for his seat.



She quickly amassed support from Democratic Party leaders in the state's largest counties, bestowing an air of inevitability to her candidacy soon after she 
entered the race
 in November.



But on Sunday, she 
abruptly ended her campaign
. It was a tacit acknowledgment that she and her husband, Gov. Philip D. Murphy, had grossly miscalculated voter sentiment as they made a play for a coveted seat at a high-stakes moment in history. Ms. Murphy's flop also reflected intense national frustration with politics as usual -- energy that her chief rival successfully tapped.



"The machine overplayed its hand," said Uyen Khuong, the director of Action Together New Jersey, a nonpartisan volunteer group that advocates voting rights.



"When they tried to shove the candidacy down voters' throats," Ms. Khuong said about the first lady's Senate bid, "they went too far."



Ms. Murphy's exit leaves Andy Kim, a 41-year-old congressman from South Jersey, as the odds-on favorite to be elected in November. If successful, he would be the country's 
first Korean American senator
 and one of the Senate's 
youngest members.



After Ms. Murphy, 58, quit the race, supporters of Mr. Kim began sharing lyrics from the Patti Smith anthem "People Have the Power" and the musical "Les Miserables" in an online chat group.



"Seems like she heard the people sing," one supporter wrote.



"Singing the song of Andy Kim," another chimed in.



There is no doubt that Mr. Kim encouraged and benefited from the anti-machine backlash that has stemmed from the 
sensational bribery charges
 against Mr. Menendez, who has represented New Jersey in Congress since 1993.



Ms. Murphy's candidacy was heavily reliant on much of the same 
party machinery
 that propelled Mr. Menendez, including the unique design of the state's primary ballots, which give prominent placement to Democratic and Republican leaders' preferred candidates.




Andy Kim has challenged the design of the state's primary election ballots, arguing that they unfairly advantage those candidates endorsed by local party leaders.




Mr. Kim has 
asked a federal judge
 to force the state to redesign the ballot before the June 4 primary to make it more fair to outside candidates. The judge's decision could come as early as this week.



But Ms. Murphy's first campaign for office was also seen as deeply flawed, even by onetime allies.



Her campaign manager left the job after a series of missteps. A prominent supporter, Steven Fulop, the mayor of Jersey City, rescinded his endorsement of Ms. Murphy, noting his disappointment in her campaign. She was persistently 
roasted on social media
, where supporters of Mr. Kim wasted no opportunity to remind Democratic primary voters that the first lady had been a Republican until she was 49.



And while Ms. Murphy's fund-raising had outpaced Mr. Kim's, there were signs that her lackluster poll numbers were taking a toll. By the end of last month, a 
super PAC
 established to support her candidacy had received less than $1 million in donations from just 18 people or groups, federal election records show. 



Ms. Murphy would have been the first woman ever elected to the Senate from New Jersey, a history-making possibility she emphasized. But even that potentially energizing rationale was dented when an outspoken female labor leader, Patricia Campos-Medina, entered the race, too.



Chris Russell, a Republican campaign strategist, likened Ms. Murphy's experience to the race her husband ran for 
re-election in 2021
.



"I think they thought that was going to be a walk in the park, and they thought this was going to be a walk in the park," said Mr. Russell, who helped lead the campaign of Mr. Murphy's Republican opponent, Jack Ciattarelli, who came within 
3 percentage points
 of winning. "In both instances, they were dead wrong."



People close to Ms. Murphy's campaign said that any path to victory most likely would have involved using millions of her own dollars to buy television airtime to attack Mr. Kim.



She rejected that approach.



"It is clear to me that continuing in this race will involve waging a very divisive and negative campaign, which I am not willing to do," she said in a 
video
 that announced the end of her campaign.



"With Donald Trump on the ballot and so much at stake for our nation, I will not in good conscience waste resources tearing down a fellow Democrat," she added.




Ms. Murphy said she was unwilling to wage a negative campaign to defeat Mr. Kim.




The governor said Tuesday that he was proud of his wife for the reasons she entered -- and exited -- the race.



"She stood for the right things," Mr. Murphy told reporters. "She worked her tail off, and it was a really tough decision for her. There's very few people in this line of business who put party over self, and that's exactly what she did."



The deadline for filing to run in the primary was Monday, and her campaign was not likely to get any easier in the coming months.



Commuters are facing a 
15 percent
 summertime increase in 
New Jersey Transit
 bus and train fares that some voters will no doubt blame on the Murphy administration.



And the lawsuit that Mr. Kim filed over the design of New Jersey's primary ballots threatened to severely undermine Ms. Murphy's candidacy.



It also has the potential to 
fundamentally reshape politics
 in the state.



In New Jersey, preferred candidates for every office are grouped together in the same prominent column or row -- ballot placement that is known as "
the line
" and has been proven to bestow a roughly 38 percentage point advantage. New Jersey is the only state that does it this way.



After Mr. Kim 
sued
 to end the practice, the state's attorney general said that he agreed the ballot design was unconstitutional.



Ms. Murphy's success, however, was dependent on appearing in the prominent ballot spot in the state's most populous and heavily Democratic counties, including Bergen, Camden, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex and Union.



Mr. Kim reiterated late Sunday that he had no intention of dropping the suit, though he also said that he had accepted the invitation of Democratic leaders to appear on "the line" in counties that had been backing Ms. Murphy.



"We want to move away from this unfair, unconstitutional system that we've had in this state for too long," Mr. Kim said in a call with reporters.



Still, his refusal to forgo "the line" if the judge does not order a ballot redesign by June 4 was immediately decried as hypocritical by some Democrats, including a rival in the primary, Ms. Campos-Medina, who has noted that she is now the 
only woman in the race
.



County political leaders opposed to Mr. Kim's request have also argued that Ms. Murphy's decision to quit eliminated the need for the judge to order the state to rush to implement a new ballot structure before clerks must begin to mail ballots on April 20. ("This new development drastically changes the relevant analysis of irreparable harm," Mark R. Natale, a lawyer representing Burlington County, wrote in a court filing.)



Scott D. Salmon, Ms. Campos-Medina's lawyer, disagreed.



"The same immediate irreparable harm that Ms. Campos-Medina will suffer if compelled to compete under the county line system still exists today, as it did yesterday," Mr. Salmon wrote to the judge.



"And if a statute was unconstitutional yesterday, it is still unconstitutional today."
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One Grieving Mother Hasn't Given Up Hope for a Gun Control Compromise  



A year after losing her daughter in the Covenant School shooting, Katy Dieckhaus is speaking about Evelyn, and the changes she wants to see.




Katy Dieckhaus looking through one of the journals where her daughter, Evelyn, wrote down the Bible verses she wanted to study and memorize. It was one of the things left behind after Evelyn, 9, was killed in the Covenant School shooting.




By Emily Cochrane


Mar 27, 2024


The essence of Evelyn Dieckhaus is still there, captured in the pink Bible where she underlined the word "covenant" in silver ink, and in the beaming photos of her with her family.



It is there in her journal, recovered from the scene of the Covenant School mass shooting, where Evelyn, 9, had copied out by hand 
a New Testament verse
 about maintaining sympathy, tenderness and humility.



Her mother, Katy Dieckhaus, has since placed those pieces of her daughter's memory into what she calls her "little Ev bag," which she has carried with her as she take her first steps into the intractable debate over gun control in Tennessee. 



"I just thought, 'O.K., Ev, let's go -- let's go try something,'" Ms. Dieckhaus said this week, holding back tears as she recalled her first meeting with lawmakers. "Let's go try to help people work together. Let's see what we can do."



Ms. Dieckhaus and her husband, Mike, have rarely spoken publicly since their daughter and five others were killed at the Covenant School in Nashville on March 27, 2023. But they are now stepping forward at a moment when Tennessee remains deeply divided on whether to limit access to guns. 




The younger of two daughters, Evelyn Dieckhaus loved the color pink, the chance to play softball on a team and crafting. At 9, she was already thinking of becoming an occupational therapist like her mom.




Despite a groundswell of pressure from gun control protesters after the shooting, the Republican-dominated legislature has still proven reluctant to impose new barriers to firearm access. While gun control advocates were encouraged by an August special session called to address public safety, Republicans did not pass any 
restrictions on firearm access
. At the time, State Representative Jeremy Faison, a member of Republican leadership, said "we carried out what we believed the voice of Tennessee was for each one of our districts."



Lawmakers have shown some willingness to respond to the circumstances at Covenant, including by 
passing a bill
 this year requiring schools to establish procedures in case a fire alarm is triggered by a shooter. 



A few other bills -- 
a measure
 that would make it a felony to threaten to commit an act of mass violence and the 
governor's proposal
 to boost funding for the agency in charge of processing background checks -- are still being considered.  



Yet the chasm between those who see gun rights as a sacred aspect of American identity, and those eager to ban the most deadly of weapons, still yawns in Tennessee, which has steadily loosened its gun laws and rebuffed any perception of infringement on the Second Amendment. That enmity flared into the expulsion of two Black Democrats who had led a gun control protest from the floor of the House.



To shield their family -- particularly their older daughter, who survived the shooting -- from the debate and hold onto hope for some change, Ms. Dieckhaus and her husband have chosen to focus on modest proposals in their state. 



They join a long line of parents, who have suffered the loss of a child in a school shooting and channeled their grief into pleas for change. After Parkland, Fla., parents went to the White House and called to either toughen school security or restrict firearm access. Parents of children at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut formed a nonprofit aimed at preventing gun violence. And in Uvalde, Texas, the mother of one slain student 
mounted a bid
, though unsuccessful, for mayor. 




One year after the Covenant School shooting, Mike and Katy Dieckhaus are navigating both their family's grief and a desire to see some modest change enacted in their state.




In Nashville, the effort has been led by parents of surviving students, some of whom are gun owners and conservatives. They, their friends and other parents have filled the halls of the State Capitol and formed new groups like Rise & Shine Tennessee or Voices for a Safer Tennessee, the nonpartisan nonprofit that Ms. Dieckhaus has joined as a board member.



"We're in it for the long haul," Mr. Dieckhaus said. "We've lost so much, and we have another daughter who we want to protect, along with all other people."



On Wednesday, many of those newfound allies and friends are expected to gather and link arms from Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt to the State Capitol more than five miles away,  in honor of the three third graders and three staff members killed at Covenant, as well as other gun violence victims in the state.



In taking the first steps into advocacy, the Dieckhauses have been drawn to the policy and focus of Voices for a Safer Tennessee. That nonprofit advocates for toughening background changes and requiring the safe storage of guns in cars. It is also in favor of a law that would allow the temporary removal of firearms from a person who a court finds to be a threat to themselves or others. 



Their process, the two parents have decided, will be to speak of their childhoods in small town Missouri, but not divulge any political leaning or stance to avoid taking away from the work at hand. 



"We want respectful conversations to happen," Ms. Dieckhaus said, "and we don't want people to feel like they have to shy away from that."



And they will share the memories of Evelyn. To speak of Evelyn in the past is still hard, so Ms. Dieckhaus will sometimes linger on the present tense: she is kind, she gets her work done early, she has a spicy side. 



"I have wanted to try to find ways that we can slow down the bleeding and such heartbreak," Ms. Dieckhaus said. She added, "I have so much to learn still."
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Sean Combs Settled a Lawsuit, but His Troubles Were Just Beginning



The hip-hop mogul denied sexual assault accusations in a bombshell suit in November. As more allegations piled up, his business empire, and reputation, faltered.




Sean Combs has been accused of sexual assault in multiple lawsuits, and two of his homes were raided by federal agents this week. He has denied the allegations.




By Ben Sisario and Julia Jacobs


Mar 27, 2024


It took just one day for Sean Combs to settle 
a bombshell lawsuit
 in November that accused him of rape and physical abuse. For a moment, it may have seemed that the hip-hop mogul's lawyers had managed to quickly contain the reputational damage he faced.



But it turns out that Mr. Combs's problems were only beginning.



For years, accusations of violence trailed Mr. Combs, who since the 1990s has been known as Puff Daddy and Diddy. The accusations had little impact, however, on his public persona as a raffish celebrity who was a fixture in gossip columns, a personal brand crystallized by the name of his music label: Bad Boy. But the suit in November, filed by his former girlfriend Casandra Ventura -- who makes music as the singer 
Cassie
 -- seemed to open the floodgates.



A string of other lawsuits followed, accusing him of various forms of sexual assault and misconduct. Mr. Combs, 54, has vehemently denied all the allegations, but the graphic and detailed complaint by Ms. Ventura -- and the headlines that followed -- changed that narrative to a degree that now imperils Mr. Combs's business empire and has made him a pariah in the music industry. And a 
raid by federal authorities
 at two of his homes on Monday suggested that authorities are considering possible criminal charges.




Police officers blocked off the road during a raid of a home in Los Angeles tied to Mr. Combs on Monday.




As the allegations against Mr. Combs have accumulated, his lucrative business dealings -- which, besides music, have included fashion, two liquor brands, a cable television channel and an e-commerce platform -- have been threatened. And the employee ranks at Combs Global, his company, are now a fraction of what they were less than a year ago.



A deal with the spirits giant Diageo was the source of much of Combs Global's income and Mr. Combs's wealth. But even before the recent accusations, there were signs that the collaboration was fraying. Mr. Combs sued Diageo last May, accusing the company of racism and failing to support a tequila brand they were partners in -- allegations that Diageo denied in court papers. The suit was settled in January, after multiple sexual assault suits had been filed, with Diageo saying it had severed all ties with him.



A former Combs Global executive who left amid the lawsuits against Mr. Combs said the legal troubles have led to an exodus at the company, with many employees, among them high-ranking executives, departing because they did not want to be associated with his brand anymore. There were waves of layoffs amid the fallout to Mr. Combs's business interests, the former executive said, and the spirits division -- a major source of income -- was gutted. (A representative for Mr. Combs and his companies declined to comment when asked about employee departures.)



Mr. Combs stepped down as chairman of Revolt, his cable TV network and online outlet, in 
November
.



As his businesses fade, Mr. Combs has also become the focus of a longstanding campaign to hold powerful men in the music industry to account for sexual misconduct. UltraViolet, a women's advocacy group that called out the music industry for supporting R. Kelly, has lately focused on Mr. Combs.



"Because of Cassie, and the three other women who came forward to tell their stories, we all now know the real Sean Combs," Shaunna Thomas, the executive director of UltraViolet, said in a statement. "His brand deals have collapsed, fellow artists have distanced themselves from him and called for accountability, and even though he was nominated for a Grammy Award this year, he didn't show up because he knew he would not be welcome there."



Soon after Ms. Ventura's suit was settled, three more civil suits by women were filed accusing Mr. Combs of rape and assault. A woman who filed her suit anonymously said that she had been gang-raped by Mr. Combs and two other men at a New York recording studio in 2003, when she was 17. That suit also accused Mr. Combs of sex trafficking, alleging that she was with an associate of Mr. Combs's at a lounge in the Detroit area when Mr. Combs asked her, by phone, to travel with his associate to New York in a private jet.



Jonathan D. Davis, a lawyer for Mr. Combs, wrote in one filing that his client's reputation, and those of the other two men accused in the suit, had been "irreparably damaged" and that the accusations "resulted in them becoming victims of the 'cancel culture' frenzy in the courts -- well before any evidence has been presented, and on the basis of rank, uncorroborated allegations."




Casandra Ventura in 2018. The singer, who records as Cassie, accused Mr. Combs of years of abuse in a lawsuit in November. Mr. Combs denied the allegations.




Ms. Ventura's lawsuit also accused Mr. Combs of sex trafficking, saying that he would pay to fly male prostitutes to his location, directing Ms. Ventura to engage in sex acts with them in front of him.



In another suit 
filed in February
, a music producer said Mr. Combs had made unwanted sexual contact, and forced him to hire prostitutes and participate in sex acts with them.



Mr. Combs has denied all accusations against him. "Sickening allegations have been made against me by individuals looking for a quick payday," he said in a statement in December. "Let me be absolutely clear: I did not do any of the awful things being alleged."



In recent months, federal prosecutors from the Southern District of New York have been quietly leading an investigation, conducting interviews with potential witnesses about accusations of sexual assault by Mr. Combs, according to a person familiar with the interviews.



That led to the raids on Mr. Combs's homes in Los Angeles and Miami Beach by federal officers, who were seen removing computers and other electronic devices. Mr. Combs was also stopped at an airport in the Miami area, apparently on his way to the Bahamas with members of his family. Officers there took a number of devices from Mr. Combs, though he was not arrested, according to a person with knowledge of the matter. A lawyer for Mr. Combs, Aaron Dyer, 
called the raids
 an "excessive show of force" that would result in a "premature rush to judgment of Mr. Combs."



It's been a stunning change for Mr. Combs, who as recently as late 2023 was being honored for his three-decade career as a producer, music executive and showman. As hip-hop celebrated its 50th anniversary last year, he was heralded as a business innovator, collecting a global icon honor at the MTV Video Music Awards.



To that point, his legacy had seemed secure.



"This," he said when accepting the award, "is a dream come true for me."
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A Bustling Block, a Traffic Stop and an Officer's Life Cut Short 



A sudden eruption of gunfire shocked a crowded stretch of Mott Avenue in Queens, where some shoppers and children  saw a police officer's last moments.




Officer Jonathan Diller, 31, was fatally shot during a car stop in Far Rockaway, Queens.




By Michael Wilson, Chelsia Rose Marcius and Wesley Parnell


Mar 27, 2024


On Monday evening, Mott Avenue in Far Rockaway was busy as usual in the fading sunshine. People hurried past a library, a Caribbean takeout spot, a juice bar. Traffic crept along, but one car stood out by staying still, illegally parked in a bus stop.



A police patrol car slowed to a stop, and two officers stepped out and approached.



One officer, Jonathan Diller, 31, had been on the job three years. Wearing his uniform's snug bullet-resistant vest, he peered toward the vehicle and noticed two people, a driver and a passenger.



The bright storefront of a Jackson Hewitt, a few doors down, advertised tax services. Inside, Tanya Jones, 42, the manager, looked up from behind her desk when the door opened -- it was her children, stopping to show her toys they'd bought nearby. The block was always teeming with neighborhood boys and girls after school.



Her children returned outside.



In the street, Officer Diller approached the parked car and called for the passenger to step out. No response. He called out again. Nothing.




Officer Diller, who had three years on the job, left behind a wife and baby son.




Older officers, retired officers will tell you: This is the worst part of the job. It's facing the potential danger of walking up to a parked car or an apartment door, with no real idea of what's happening inside.



In this instance, witnesses, officials and recordings of emergency calls coming over the police scanner give a fragmentary account of what happened on Monday.



Officer Diller shouted at the passenger: Take your hands out of your pockets.



Then Mott Avenue exploded in a gunfight.



The passenger fired first, the police said later, striking Officer Diller. The round hit him just below the vest in the torso, a grave wound.



His partner, Officer Veckash Khedna, returned fire, hitting the passenger, Guy Rivera, 34, the police said. There had been maybe five shots fired in all, witnesses said later. It was a seconds-long gunfight without warning.



Panic and chaos gripped the block. In the tax office, Ms. Jones heard the shots from behind her desk, her mind racing: my kids. Are they OK? Were they near?



Strangers dashed inside and hit the deck. Ms. Jones rose and locked the door.



Outside, a woman fell to the street. A young man standing in front of Alize Clothing pulled the woman inside, past the mannequins in the front window.



Nelson Cruz, 46, a chauffeur, sat stunned in his sedan down the block. He waited until the gunfire seemed to have stopped, and then stepped out and began to record with his phone. The fallen officer's partner was in the middle of the street, yelling -- for help, it seemed to the chauffeur.



Officers sped to Mott Street, and then more and more arrived -- Mr. Cruz had never seen so many. People on the sidewalk pointed toward the wounded officer.



"Central, we need a bus here ASAP!" an officer shouted into his radio, using police jargon for an ambulance.



Even as the dispatcher sought confirmation on where the shooting happened, officers asked that traffic on the nearby Van Wyck Expressway be blocked. They needed a clear path for the ambulance carrying the fallen officer to get to Jamaica Hospital nine miles away.




Officers saluted as Officer Diller's body, wrapped in a Police Department flag, left the hospital.




At the same time, lifesaving measures were underway at the scene. "Put pressure on his chest!" someone shouted into the radio.



"The service road is clear!" an officer announced. "You have free flowing traffic on the service road."



Police helicopters now hovered overhead as dusk became night.



Officer Diller's ambulance pulled into the hospital. Another ambulance carried Mr. Rivera, the car passenger who the police said had shot him, also injured.



Officer Diller's gunshot wound proved fatal.



By night's end, his body would be placed on a stretcher beneath a police flag and carried outside, past scores of officers. He was married and had a young son.



The police were holding Mr. Rivera and the driver, Lindy Jones, 41, on Tuesday. Charges were expected.




Maria Santana, of Far Rockaway, and her son William, 3, at a memorial for Officer Diller outside the 101st Precinct.




The police are trained to understand that a traffic stop can be unpredictable when an officer knows next to nothing about the occupants of a vehicle. This mind-set has been analyzed and criticized after motorists have been harmed or harassed without provocation.



But when the people in a car intend harm, they "hold all the cards," said Michael Prate, 60, a retired officer who worked in Brooklyn.



"He knows he has a gun on him and he's making a choice in his mind," he said. "Am I going to ditch that gun in the back seat? Or am I going to spring?"



His own son is a police officer, with the same time on the job -- three years -- that Officer Diller had. "He was off yesterday," Mr. Prate said. "We talked back and forth. He's in a unit that's doing that -- he's doing car stops all the time. I pound home how safe you have to be, how careful you have to be."



On Tuesday morning, Ms. Jones arrived for work at the tax office. She was relieved that her children were fine, safe. But she worried for the neighborhood.



Her ears were still ringing.
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Man Charged in Deadly Shooting of N.Y.P.D. Officer in Queens



Lindy Jones, who is not the man the authorities say fired the fatal shot, was charged with possessing and defacing a weapon. The other man involved in the shooting has not been charged.




Police Officer Jonathan Diller was killed Monday night after approaching a car parked illegally in Far Rockaway, Queens.




By Claire Fahy


Mar 27, 2024


A 41-year-old man was charged on Wednesday in connection with the 
fatal shooting in Queens
 of Police Officer Jonathan Diller two days ago.



The man, Lindy Jones, 41, was sitting in the driver's seat of a car that Officer Diller was inspecting when he was shot and killed. A man in the passenger seat, Guy Rivera, 34, fired the fatal shot through the passenger-side window, the authorities said. Mr. Rivera has not been charged.



Mr. Jones faces several gun charges, including possessing and defacing a weapon, according to the police. In a news release on Wednesday, Melinda Katz, the Queens district attorney, said that an illegal firearm had been recovered after a search of Mr. Jones's car. Court records show that Mr. Jones pleaded not guilty on Wednesday to the charges brought against him in Queens Supreme Court. He also faces charges in criminal court.



His lawyer, Michael C. Anastasiou, could not be reached for comment.



According to Ms. Katz, if convicted, Mr. Jones faces up to 15 years in prison, in addition to the 15 years he faces for an unrelated gun charge from April 2023.



Mr. Jones and Mr. Rivera 
were illegally parked at a bus stop in the Far Rockaway neighborhood
 of Queens on Monday evening when Officer Diller and his partner approached the car and asked Mr. Rivera repeatedly to step out. He did not comply, and Officer Diller yelled at him to take his hands out of his pockets. Mr. Rivera then pulled out a gun and shot Officer Diller in the torso, just under his bulletproof vest. The officer was pronounced dead at Jamaica Hospital later that night.



Officer Diller's partner, Officer Veckash Khedna, returned fire and shot Mr. Rivera in the back. Mr. Rivera was also taken to Jamaica Hospital, where he underwent surgery and is likely to survive. He is expected to be charged once he recovers.



"Appropriate charges will be brought against him as soon as possible," Ms. Katz said in her Wednesday statement, referring to Mr. Rivera.



Mr. Rivera has 
21 prior arrests
, according to the police and State Corrections Department records, including on charges of first-degree robbery and attempted assault.



Mr. Jones was arrested on a gun charge last year, the police said. That arrest came after he spent seven years in prison for first-degree robbery and attempted murder, according to Corrections Department records.



"Less than a year, gun charge, he's back on the streets," Mayor Eric Adams said at a news conference on Monday. "Same bad people doing bad things to good people."



Chelsia Rose Marcius
 contributed reporting.
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Lyn Hejinian, 82, Dies; Leading Light of the Language Poetry Movement



A poet, publisher and professor, she channeled the revolutionary spirit and deconstructionist currents of the 1960s to challenge the conventions of poetry.




Lyn Hejinian in Mendocino County in the early 1970s. A leader in the Language poetry movement, she aimed to subvert the conventions of poetry.




By Alex Williams


Mar 22, 2024


Lyn Hejinian, a central figure in the Language poetry movement of the 1970s and '80s who channeled the seismic social changes and avant-garde artistic climate of the 1960s into work that was both richly lyrical and groundbreaking in its experimentalism, died on Feb. 24 at her home in Berkeley, Calif. She was 82.



The cause was cancer of the bile duct, her husband, the jazz saxophonist Larry Ochs, said.



As a poet, essayist, publisher and professor, Ms. Hejinian was a central figure in a subversive literary movement that aimed to explode the first-person confessional strain of mainstream poetry -- as epitomized by the likes of 
Robert Lowell
 and 
John Berryman
 -- through artful deconstructions of language and form.



Language poetry, also known as Language writing, was largely centered in the San Francisco Bay Area and New York City. Ms. Hejinian, who lived on 80 rural acres in Mendocino County, Calif., about 140 miles north of San Francisco, helped to seed the movement in 1976, when she acquired a manual letterpress and started Tuumba Press, a showcase for similarly inclined poets including Rae Armantrout, Carla Harryman, Ron Silliman and Charles Bernstein.



Such writers were influenced by early-20th-century Modernists like 
Gertrude Stein
, as well as by contemporary European post-structuralists like 
Roland Barthes
, who shook the long-held assumption that a literary work necessarily comes from a single, stable authorial point of view, with a coherent, generally recognizable meaning.




Ms. Hejinian in her later years. She taught at the University of California, Berkeley, for decades.




"These poems are as much about how they make meaning as what they mean," Mr. Bernstein, a professor emeritus of English at the University of Pennsylvania who co-edited the newsletter L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E during the movement's early years, said in a phone interview. "Often the poems evaded any direct message in favor of an attention to the language of the poem and its sonic rhythms."



Influenced by the revolutionary spirit of the antiwar, civil rights and feminist movements of the 1960s, Ms. Hejinian and other aligned poets sought to overturn the social order at the literary level by exploring the open text -- a literary work that allows for a multiplicity of points of view and meanings.



In doing so, "the writer relinquishes total control and challenges authority as a principle and control as a motive," Ms. Hejinian said in "
The Rejection of Closure
," an essay she delivered at a 1983 panel discussion of poetry. Therefore, she explained, the Language poem "resists the cultural tendencies that seek to identify and fix material and turn it into a product; that is, it resists reduction and commodification."




Ms. Hejinian in Iceland in 2019. During the Cold War, she traveled to the Soviet Union and translated the works of her fellow poet Arkadii Dragomoshchenko.




Ms. Hejinian savored her place among the literary mavericks. "We attended and participated in poetry readings that took place two or three or sometimes four times a week, talked until late at night at bars, launched literary journals, hosted radio shows, curated readings and lecture series," she said in 
a 2020 interview
 published by the University of California, Berkeley, where she served on the English department faculty for two decades starting in 2001.



"We had very little respect for official academia," she added, "which, in turn, had very little respect for us."



In 1980, she published her best-known work, "
My Life
," a book-length prose poem written when she was 37 that included 37 sections, each composed of 37 sentences. (When she turned 45, she expanded its structure to 45.)



With its use of ambiguous language and disjunctive sentences, the book forsook the traditional language of autobiography, beginning with a haunting evocation of Ms. Hejinian's earliest memory, her father returning from World War II:



A moment yellow, just as four years later, when my father returned home from the war, the moment of greeting him, as he stood at the bottom of the stairs, younger, thinner than when he had left, was purple -- though moments are no longer so colored.



Seemingly incongruous, "
a moment yellow
" was an impressionistic, if nonspecific, characterization of the moment, she later said in an interview published by Wesleyan University. "Purple" conjured images of a purple blanket or similar object that she hazily recalled.



"Lyn was experimental not in the sense that her work is austere or especially hard to appreciate, but because her work plays with form and pushes against the borders of genre," Ms. Armantrout wrote in an email. "It contains snippets of narrative, philosophical meditations, and Whitman-like catalogs in a unique and engaging combination that points to a world without limits."



Carolyn Frances Hall was born on May 17, 1941, in Alameda, Calif., the eldest of three children of Chaffee Hall Jr., an administrator at Berkeley, and Carolyn (Erskine) Hall, a book editor.



When she was 13, her father accepted a job as the administrative director of Harvard's Master of Business Administration program and the family settled in Wayland, Mass.



When she was in the third or fourth grade, she spent countless hours huddling over a typewriter her father gave her, churning out her own stories and plays.



"Pounding the keys and seeing sentences emerge on the page, I felt important and powerful," she said in the Berkeley interview. "I was, in effect, escaping the limitations of gender. I could imagine myself as anyone and make it 'real.'"




Ms. Hejinian in Berkeley, Calif., in 1985. She spent much of her life in the Bay Area. 




After graduating from Concord Academy in Massachusetts in 1959, she enrolled in Radcliffe College. Two years later she married John Hejinian, a medical student. She graduated in 1963 with a bachelor's degree in English literature.



The couple had two children, Paull and Anna, and divorced in 1972, and within a year she had met and moved in with Mr. Ochs on a vast tract in Willits, Calif., that he described as "real back-to-the-land, 
Whole Earth Catalog
 country." They married in 1977, around the time that he was helping to form the eclectic Rova Saxophone Quartet.



In addition to her husband and children, Ms. Hejinian is survived by her brother, Douglas Hall; her sister, Marie Katrak; and four grandchildren.



In 1982, Ms. Hejinian, with the poet Barrett Watten, started Poetics Journal, which for 16 years published book-length volumes featuring the work of Language writers like Bruce Andrews, Kit Robinson and Leslie Scalapino.



In 1980s, she made several trips to the Soviet Union and learned Russian, eventually translating Arkadii Dragomoshchenko, a prominent Russian Language poet, who became a close friend.



Her own work continued to evolve, with her later output becoming "looser and wilder," Ms. Armantrout said, including her syntactically challenging book-length poem "
The Fatalist
" (2003), which probed the mysteries of fate and chance.



I adventure and consider fate
as occurrence and happenstance as destiny, I recite an epigraph
It seems as applicable to the remark I want to make as disorder
is to order.



The Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
John Ashbery
 called "The Fatalist" "breathtaking," citing the line "That's what fate is: whatever's happened."



"In this sense, we are all fatalists," Mr. Ashbery wrote, "since 'whatever' has happened to us all, and we all recognize it when we see it. Yet it has seldom been more sumptuously tallied, tabulated and illuminated."



In 2003, Ms. Hejinian returned to familiar ground, publishing the 10-part work "My Life in the Nineties," in which she wrote that "everyone is out of place in a comedy."



"We are 
all clowns
," she said in an interview with the Poetry Foundation. "And we feel that. There's some pathos lurking in the disjunct between who one feels oneself to be and who one feels others think one is, or between just treatment and unjust treatment, or within different social and economic contexts."



"The gap between laughter and weeping," she added, "is often a tiny one."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/22/books/lyn-hejinian-dead.html
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Stephen Adams, Who Made Yale Music School Tuition-Free, Dies at 86



A billionaire businessman and a late-blooming piano aficionado, he set a record with the anonymous $100 million gift that he and his wife gave the school.




Stephen Adams in 2001. The $100 million that he and his wife gave to the Yale Music School was the largest the school ever received.




By Sam Roberts


Mar 27, 2024


Stephen Adams, a billionaire whose anonymous $100 million gift to the Yale School of Music granted a tuition-free education to talented students embarking on careers in a capricious profession, died on March 14 at his home in Roxbury, Conn. He was 86.



His death was confirmed by his wife, Denise (Rhea) Adams.



Mr. Adams, who graduated from Yale College in 1959, was not a musician himself. But after he turned 55 and was already a prosperous business executive and wine collector, he became an amateur piano player.



In 1999, he marked his class's 40th-anniversary reunion by donating $10 million to the music school -- the largest contribution it had ever received. Six years later, he and his wife surpassed that record when they made their $100 million gift, anonymously.



They did not publicly reveal their identity as the donors until 2008, when Mr. Adams was asked to confirm their contribution by an interviewer from Wine Spectator magazine. He agreed to do so then, he said, to spur other contributors as his 50th-anniversary class reunion approached.



"My wife and I are Christians, and the Bible speaks of giving in secret," Mr. Adams told 
The Yale Daily News
 in 2009.



In that same article, Michael Friedmann, a professor of theory and chamber music, said, "Musicians, as opposed to doctors or lawyers, are not in a position to repay educational loans easily, and the profession has a capricious opportunity structure." He added, "The new financial conditions at the school, however, put musicians in a very different position in relation to their post-Yale careers."



In 2013, 
Yale announced
 that the campus music complex, which includes Leigh Hall and Hendrie Hall, would be known as the Adams Center for Musical Arts.



Among the other charitable causes Mr. Adams and his wife supported through their Adams Family Foundation were the Adams Neurosciences Center and the Stephen and Denise Adams Center for Parkinson's Disease Research at Yale; the Stanford Graduate School of Business, where he endowed three professorships; World Vision, a global Christian humanitarian organization; and the Veritas Forum, which hosts discussions about philosophy, religion and science for Christian students on college campuses.



In an interview with 
Yale Alumni Magazine
 in 2008, Mr. Adams explained that in the mid-1990s, with the encouragement of his wife, an artist, he had begun going to New York City twice a month to take piano lessons from a classmate who after graduating from Yale College had earned a graduate degree from the music school.



"I would practice about an hour a day, and I got to the point that I wasn't all that bad," he said. "Then, a couple of years ago, I was diagnosed with Parkinson's. The right hand got to be a little bit of an issue: It had some tremors."



His decade or so of piano playing was mostly behind him when he decided to make the gift to the music school that would relieve future alumni of tuition, and the lingering debt of student loans, as they struggled to begin their careers.



Stephen Adams was born on Nov. 7, 1937, in Minneapolis to Cedric Adams, a columnist for The Minneapolis Star and a broadcaster for the local radio station WCCO, and Bernice (Lenont) Adams, who managed the household.



After graduating from the Blake School in Minneapolis, he earned a bachelor's degree from Yale in 1959 and a master's in business administration from Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., in 1962. In 2006, he received the Ernest C. Arbuckle Award for management leadership from the Stanford business school's alumni association; in 2009, the Yale Alumni Association awarded him its Medal of Honor.



Because most of his assets were privately held, Mr. Adams was not well known. He became a billionaire by investing in or licensing franchises in an eclectic mix of mundane businesses, including community banks, soda bottling companies, outdoor advertising, local radio and television stations, recreational vehicles, camping supplies, and vineyards in California's Napa Valley and in Bordeaux, France. (He preferred a glass or two of red with dinner, from his own vineyards in France.)



His brands included Affinity Group, Camping World and Adams Outdoor Advertising.




Mr. Adams and his wife, Denise (Rhea) Adams. Explaining why their gift to the Yale Music School was anonymous, Mr. Adams said, "My wife and I are Christians, and the Bible speaks of giving in secret." 




Mr. Adams's first three marriages ended in divorce. In addition to his wife of 32 years, he is survived by four sons, Stephen, Mark, Kent and Scott, from his first marriage; his stepchildren, Weesa, Forrie and Nick Burke, from his second marriage; and nine grandchildren. His brothers, David and Cedric II, died before him.



In the Wine Spectator interview, Mr. Adams said one reason he never craved public attention and had made his donation to the Yale School of Music anonymously was that he felt deprived of a private life as a child because his father, as a local media personality, was too popular in his hometown.



"Our family couldn't go out to a meal without being interrupted by people who wanted to shake my father's hand or get his autograph," he said. "His life wasn't his own. I decided then that I'd go the other direction in my life."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/business/stephen-adams-who-made-yale-music-school-tuition-free-dies-at-86.html
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How to Talk to Children About Cancer



These conversations are among the more important and delicate discussions that parents can have, experts said.




Catherine, Princess of Wales, hosted a children's picnic at a newly created garden at Chelsea Flower Show in last May.




By Talya Minsberg


Mar 22, 2024


Catherine, Princess of Wales, has been diagnosed with cancer and has started preventative chemotherapy, she 
announced in a video message on Friday
.



"It has been an incredibly tough couple of months for our entire family," Catherine said in the video. She said that it has taken time to recover from surgery to start treatment for her cancer. "But, most importantly, it has taken us time to explain everything to George, Charlotte and Louis in a way that is appropriate for them, and to reassure them that I am going to be OK," she added.



Conversations like those that Catherine has had with her children are among some of the more important and delicate discussions that parents can have, according to Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, a professor of psychology at Temple University and a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution.



Children, especially younger children, consider their parents a steady rock, she said. If something disrupts that stability -- "even if it's a manageable cancer -- to a child's ears, wow, that is scary."



Dr. Hirsh-Pasek recommended explaining that "there are going to be times when Mom doesn't feel as good as other times, but she is going to be there for you, and she is going to be around."



But, she clarified, "I'm not saying you lie." Children are highly observant, Dr. Hirsh-Pasek said. "If you hide something, kids know you are hiding something."



These conversations naturally bring up anxiety and pain for parents, said Hadley Maya, a clinical social worker at the Center for Young Onset Colorectal and Gastrointestinal Cancer at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.



"We try to help parents understand that having these conversations with your child in an honest way can help the child cope and help them feel not left alone with their feelings, their worries and their imagination," she said. Frequently, a child is imagining something worse than what is happening. 



The word cancer "doesn't often scare them as it does with us as adults," added Ms. Maya, who also helps to coordinate Memorial Sloan Kettering's Talking with Children about Cancer program. "The not knowing scares them more."



Parents may also worry about a child seeing them cry. But it's not bad to show vulnerability, Dr. Hirsh-Pasek and Ms. Maya both said. It's an opportunity for parents to show that it's OK to not feel well, to express emotions and to ask for help.



Conversations about serious illness might be markedly different than they were a few years ago, Dr. Hirsh-Pasek said, because many children lived through and remember the coronavirus pandemic. That does not mean the discussions are any easier, but children may be more aware of what it means to be very sick.



That also means that explaining cancer is more important than ever. Ms. Maya recommends focusing on three "C"s: catch, cause and cancer. Explain that cancer is not contagious and they can still hug a parent and share food. Tell children that they did not cause the cancer or any of the circumstances around it (which is a common idea, especially among young children, she said). And be clear that the illness is called cancer -- not a "boo-boo" or a sickness.



Let your child take the lead in some discussions, Ms. Maya said. Give them the opportunity to ask questions, and acknowledge "that while you may not have all the answers, you will try and figure it out and come back to them."



In her statement, Catherine shared some of what she has told her children: "As I have said to them, I am well and getting stronger every day by focusing on the things that will help me heal; in my mind, body and spirits."



That kind of language reassures children, Dr. Hirsh-Pasek said, and it shows them how we are able to move beyond things that are difficult.



"I wouldn't use these kinds of opportunities to discuss death and dying," Dr. Hirsh-Pasek said. "I would use these opportunities to discuss life and living."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/22/well/live/cancer-children-princess-kate.html
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After 25 Years, a Singer Is the 'Heart and Soul' of the Met



Patrick Carfizzi, a vibrant performer in supporting roles, has grabbed attention in a new production of Verdi's "La Forza del Destino."




Patrick Carfizzi, a Metropolitan Opera stalwart, is singing the role of Melitone in Verdi's "La Forza del Destino."




By Zachary Woolfe


Mar 27, 2024


Many boxes of pizza had been delivered to the Metropolitan Opera on Sunday afternoon, and were stacked on a table in the hallway between some dressing rooms and the stage.



They were a gift from one of the singers appearing in the matinee performance that day: the bass-baritone Patrick Carfizzi, who is having attention-grabbing success in the modest but meaty role of Fra Melitone in a new production of 
Verdi's "La Forza del Destino,"
 which concludes 
its run
 on Friday.



That performance, remarkably, will be Carfizzi's 459th with the Met. "It's a huge gift to be here as often as I've been here," he said on Sunday as he put on his makeup and costume, and warmed up. "You just keep working. It's step by step by step."



Melitone doesn't appear until the second act. So, as the opera began, Carfizzi was getting ready in a dressing room next to the one he lovingly calls the Charlie Anthony Suite, after its longtime inhabitant, 
the tenor Charles Anthony
, a Met lifer who sang mostly supporting roles in 2,928 performances from 1954 to 2010.




Heath Bryant-Huppert applying Carfizzi's makeup before a performance of "Forza."




Carfizzi, who turns 50 next month and is celebrating his 25th anniversary with the company later this year, has, in the skill and relish he brings to smaller parts, become something of a latter-day Anthony -- or Paul Plishka, Bernard Fitch, James Courtney or John Del Carlo. (It was from this group that Carfizzi inherited the morale-building tradition of ordering pizza for the cast and crew.)



He is a consummate comprimario, to use the traditional Italian term: a deeply experienced supporting player, the opera equivalent of a character actor. Audiences may cheer the visiting stars, but it's singers like Carfizzi who allow the Met to function at such a high level, night after night.



"He really represents the heart and soul of the company," said Peter Gelb, the Met's general manager. "He's one of a handful of singers we rely upon because he's a first-rate artist and has a beautiful voice. He's the luxury casting that the Met is capable of."



Even regular operagoers may not immediately recognize Carfizzi's name. But they've almost certainly seen him, again and again, often as the kind of nameless character who offers exposition or piquantly moves scenes forward, like the Speaker in "The Magic Flute," the Mandarin in "Turandot" and the Doctor in "Pelleas et Melisande."



Lately, Carfizzi has been the Met's favored Sacristan in "Tosca," singing it over 50 times in the past six years. He has appeared frequently as the comically bumbling gardener Antonio in "Le Nozze di Figaro," and in the moderately larger part of Schaunard in "La Boheme." Outside the Met, he has sung even bigger roles, like Leporello in "Don Giovanni," which he performs next month with 
Boston Baroque
.




Carfizzi embracing Yannick Nezet-Seguin, the Met's music director, who is conducting "Forza."




"You see Patrick doing a variety of sizes of roles at different theaters," said Michael Heaston, the Met's assistant general manager for artistic affairs. "He embraces every opportunity, regardless of the number of measures of music."



His parts, even if brief, tend to offer ample material for him to dive into. But the grumbling, earthy cleric Melitone in "Forza" is juicier than most, particularly in Mariusz Trelinski's grim new staging for the Met, which takes a character usually played for comic relief and renders him chilly and cruel.



"In the rehearsal room," Carfizzi said, "the instruction was 'strip out the buffo,' which was great."



Instead of the standard amusing kvetchiness when he welcomes the beleaguered Leonora to the monastery where she seeks refuge, Carfizzi's Melitone sneers as he tosses her a thin blanket. A scene in which he distributes food to the poor has been stripped of jolliness, as he barks orders with ominous brutality.



"Melitone, for me, symbolizes the darkest part of the Catholic Church," Trelinski said in an interview. "Not everyone in the church is like that, of course, but he is that xenophobic, racist, divisive side. And for Patrick, who has many times played comic characters, I think this was a metamorphosis for him. He rejected the simply fun and audience-pleasing side to touch something darker."




The final performance of "Forza," on Friday, with be Carfizzi's 459th at the Met.




Carfizzi grew up in Newburgh, N.Y., about 60 miles north of New York City. As a boy, he was torn between pursuing pediatrics and jazz. (He dabbled in the euphonium, trombone and tuba.) Then he filled in for a fellow student who got sick before the middle school play, and later replied to a newspaper ad seeking performers for a production of "Man of La Mancha." That settled it: He began to take singing more seriously.



At 16, he visited the Met for a tour. On the stage, his father told him to sing, and he powered out a few notes. "I thought, 'I really love this,'" he recalled. "'If they'll have me, I'd love to try to do this.'"



During college, Carfizzi overcame a severe case of Lyme disease, and was hit by a drunken driver in an accident that left him seriously injured. "What kept me sane and kept me going was singing," he said. He auditioned for the Met's young artist program and was rejected, but a few weeks later, the company's administration called and offered him his debut, as Count Ceprano in "Rigoletto" on Christmas Eve in 1999.




In the Met's new "Forza" production, Melitone, a character usually played for comic relief, is rendered chilly and cruel.




With a voice that is rich yet focused, and acting that is intelligible and engaging, he made an impression even when his time onstage was limited. "Efficiency becomes even more important," Carfizzi said of comprimario work. "Clarity is always important in opera, but it's particularly key when you have 10 or 15 minutes max, just in terms of the story line. But it doesn't matter if the role is three lines or three hours; it all requires the same discipline."



When you've spent a long time as a character actor, it can be difficult to make the industry view you as more of a leading man; it's a gradual process. Next season at the Met, Carfizzi will once more sing a run as the Sacristan in "Tosca," but will also give a single performance of something substantial, and new for him with the company: Dr. Bartolo in "The Barber of Seville."



"If you look at Patrick's trajectory over the years, his voice has gotten bigger," Heaston said. "And when someone's voice grows, you start to open up different repertory for him."



Could Wagner's Alberich, once the subject of a genial debate between Carfizzi and his manager, come in the future? Scarpia in "Tosca"? Contemporary operas -- particularly, he hopes, the rare ones with a comic bent? Paul Plishka spent a quarter-century at the Met doing smaller parts before the house cast him as Verdi's Falstaff -- a dream role for Carfizzi, too.



"I've gotten more patient with time," he said. "If people see me that way, great. And if they don't, we keep trying. Good health willing, I'm not going anywhere."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/arts/music/patrick-carfizzi-forza-met-opera.html
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Death by Genitalia? How an Intimacy Director Made Those 'Teeth' Work.



Creating the sex scenes for the horror musical required close attention to detail, extra communication and some strategically placed silicone.




"Acting is still a job; no one should have to leave work traumatized and broken," Crista Marie Jackson said of her work as an intimacy director.




By Rachel Sherman


Mar 27, 2024


Song, dance and deadly genitalia: It's all on full, gory display in "
Teeth
," Michael R. Jackson and Anna K. Jacobs's campy musical adaptation of 
the 2007 cult horror film
. The story follows Dawn O'Keefe, a God-fearing good girl -- surrounded by shame-lobbing, not-so-good men -- whose body has a sharp sense of justice.



In a show in which violence begets vengeance -- Dawn has a curious case of vagina dentata -- it's a lot to endure, for both biter and bitee. (As Jesse Green cheekily put it in his New York Times 
review
 of the Playwrights Horizons production: "If you don't want to see bloody amputated penises, why come to the theater?")



Campy or not, choreographing the many scenes of intimacy and assault required extraordinary sensitivity. Violations vary: In one scene, Dawn seeks relief for her condition, only to be repeatedly ogled and groped by a creepy gynecologist. As she protests, her body takes revenge. The director, Sarah Benson, wanted someone dedicated to creating a space for the actors to feel safe, and free to set boundaries.



"There's so much sex and intimacy and sexual violence and everything in between that I just knew immediately that intimacy direction was going to be a massive part of the work of the show," Benson said. "It was so important to me to have someone who was really creating a container in which we could be vulnerable and raw and make this very intense story."




"I am still able to go home feeling like I didn't give every single part of myself and my body to the work," said Alyse Alan Louis, who plays Dawn. Here she's in an early scene with Jason Gotay, who plays her boyfriend.




That someone was Crista Marie Jackson.



Intimacy directors, or 
intimacy choreographers
 as they are also known, help actors simulate sex by laying out the specifications of consent and organizing the logistics of bodily contact.



They are experts not just in staging sex scenes, but also kisses and face slaps and something a little more subtle: expectations.



"I am a big believer in really clearly set boundaries, because when we know where the boundaries are, we can run at them," Jackson said. "If we know how far we can go, then we can go there, and we can go there safely."



Jackson
, an aerialist, stunt performer, actor and dancer, has always been dependent on her body as an artist, but it wasn't until the pandemic that she pursued a career in building safe, contact-heavy spaces for others. In 2022, she received her certification from 
Intimacy Directors and Coordinators
, a professional training program, and has since choreographed intimate scenes on Broadway and London's West End, as well as for film and TV. But none had quite the volume of "Teeth."



"The first time I heard that chomp," she said with a laugh, "it was partially hilarious and partially stomach churning. That chop-chop is no joke."



With such a steady pulse of sex, she and Benson developed intimate scenes layer by layer.



"My work is featured in a large part of the show, where typically intimacy is finite moments in a piece," Jackson said.



In many rehearsals, which included difficult run-throughs, Jackson and Benson limited the number of creative team members; placeholder movements were used to mark more physical interactions, like touching cheek to cheek instead of kissing on the lips. Articulating what's going to happen when, for what amount of time, in what way, ensured that everyone stayed on the same page. And using clinical language instead of euphemisms for body parts helped keep what was happening in the room formal.



As with traditional choreography, "it becomes something that is as regimented as like, step, kick, kick, leap, touch," Jackson said. "There's no gray area there."



One of the first things Jackson did was speak individually with each actor to hear their anxieties, and to establish a common language, including that "No is a complete sentence," that some areas of their bodies could be greenlit for touch, and that boundaries can change.




Louis, right, with Jared Loftin in "Teeth." The show's intimacy director said vulnerability was built into every conversation from the start.




"Acting is still a job, no one should have to leave work traumatized and broken," she said.



Jackson ran through the rules of intimacy coordination across departments, even setting the tone at an initial meet and greet.



"She taught everyone how to talk about the show in a way that would make us all feel comfortable," Alyse Alan Louis, who plays Dawn, said in a group interview with her co-stars.



Vulnerability was built into every conversation, and Jackson, aware of the potential for awkwardness in talking about sex, encouraged cast members to speak about their needs, and to become cognizant of what feels uncomfortable versus what feels harmful. Naturally, those needs get personal.



"I wasn't interested, as Alyse, having my actual crotch make contact with my scene partner's body," Louis said.



Jackson had a solution: silicone.



Modesty garments -- multiple layers of underwear, flesh-colored shorts and fabric with genital-shaped silicone barriers -- make contact without direct contact possible, and, along with having bathrobes on standby, help provide a modicum of security, further differentiating between character and actor.



"I am still able to go home feeling like I didn't give every single part of myself and my body to the work," Louis said. "I actually feel like I can separate me with Dawn."



Part of that separation also comes from constructing a sense of closure. Jackson instituted a routine deep breath at the end of tough scenes, to "leave it here," Louis said.



"I do think that in our world, everyone around us assumes because we put our whole souls into playing characters that we can jump into touching, that we want to be touched, that we're very comfortable that way," Louis said. "Intimacy coordination also allows for the conversation to be, 'No, I'm not comfortable with that.'"



If the stop-and-go nature of consent sounds stifling or overly communicative, having those boundaries, the four star actors interviewed said, allowed for 
more
 freedom of expression, an unfettered creativity.



The process "frees up the intimacy," Steven Pasquale, who plays the fire-and-brimstone pastor, said. "I'm a little older than these guys. So, you know, my experience with this in the past was just sort of hoping that everyone is comfortable and trying to take care of each other."



But with Jackson's "essential" guidance, he added, "we end up feeling safe and the audience thinks they end up seeing something very real, which is the success of it."



In addition to consent, traditional elements like lighting and haze as well as the placement of sheets in a bedroom scene -- "Sheetography is real," Jackson said -- play a role in the smoke and mirrors of special effects, allowing for an extra layer of privacy (and a severed body part surprise).



And then there are the goofs.



Managing sweat and jiggly phallic simulacrums are all part of the grab bag of a body-centric show. A lake scene means water shooting into mouths and splashing into eyes; and fake blood often splatters onto faces and hair -- and even onto the front row (choose your seats wisely!). That balance of levity and reverence lives at the heart of intimacy direction, a serious job with, at times, an absurdist bent.



"We're still adults telling a story about vagina dentata," Jackson said. "If it's not making us laugh, we've somehow missed the boat."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/theater/teeth-intimacy-director-sex-scenes.html
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Nonfiction



The Retired Justice Who Doesn't Understand the Supreme Court



Stephen Breyer means well. Why is his new book, "Reading the Constitution," so exasperating?








By Jennifer Szalai


Mar 27, 2024


READING THE CONSTITUTION: Why I Chose Pragmatism, 
Not
 Textualism,
 by Stephen Breyer



Justice Stephen Breyer is worried about the Supreme Court -- or at least I think he is, based on what I could glean from the faint notes of concern he tucks into his new book, "Reading the Constitution: Why I Chose Pragmatism, 
Not
 Textualism."



Breyer, who retired from the court in 2022, is known as a 
moderate liberal
 and a stalwart institutionalist. In his previous book, 
"The Authority of the Court and the Peril of Politics" (2021)
, he insisted that critics had failed to recognize the justices' unflagging commitment to upholding apolitical ideals. Nine months after it was published, the Supreme Court's conservative bloc, 
by a vote of 6-3
, upended longstanding precedent on abortion rights. The majority opinion declared Roe v. Wade "
overruled
"; Breyer signed on to the minority's blistering dissent.



Given that Breyer is no longer a sitting judge, one might have thought that this new book would afford him the opportunity to let loose, and in 
interviews
 he has suggested he is sounding an alarm. But his voice in the book barely rises above a whisper. Written in Breyer's careful, tentative style, "Reading the Constitution" is well meaning, tedious and exasperating; it is also rather telling, showing how a thoughtful, conscientious jurist can get so wedded to propriety and high-mindedness that he comes across as earnestly naive.



Breyer explains that he wrote the book to counter the rise of "textualism," a form of judicial interpretation that fixates on the text of the Constitution and often shades into "originalism" -- which restricts interpretation even further to how the text would have been understood at the time it was originally written. Instead of textualism, he prefers a "traditionalist" or "pragmatic" approach that takes not just text but also "purpose" into account. He argues that judges who try to strip away any extra-textual considerations, like evolving values and legislative history, "diminish the effectiveness and vibrancy of their interpretive palette."








Most of the book is given over to parsing cases in granular detail, explaining exactly how looking beyond the text has historically yielded opinions that are "sound" -- a word he calls one of the best compliments that you can give a judge. He front loads his examples with those he describes as "intellectually difficult." Only after wading through "highly technical" cases having to do with things like patent infringement and retirement plans for railroad workers will a reader be prepared, he says, to take on anything as "value-laden" as reproductive rights.



This may have seemed to Breyer like a sound structure for his book, but it turns out to be a rhetorical sinkhole. Subjecting your readers to a forced march through complex arcana, telling them the "repetition" is for their own good, is more likely to exhaust them than prepare them. Despite my (admittedly freakish) tolerance for exegesis, I felt so worn down by the bland recitation of case history that I found myself nearly sapped of the will to go on.



Of course, it is Breyer's patience for sifting through the most finicky details that made him such a scrupulous jurist. He is dedicated, precise and deliberate. He shows just how far he is willing to drill down into every element of a case in order to arrive at a decision. Life, he points out, is too full of ambiguity and change for "static" readings of statutes to make any sense; a jurisprudence that takes heed of "the Constitution's democratic, humane values" is "both normatively desirable and practically useful."



But in a book intended not only for legal professionals, combing through case details will only tell you so much. Breyer says he dislikes textualism because it is too limiting and too rigid; originalism, he explains, "does not take into account the ways in which our values as a society evolve over time as we learn from the mistakes of our past." He writes as if offering a blizzard of detail to that effect will eventually clinch his argument. It also allows him to pretend that the crucial difference between the justices' judicial approaches is primarily technical, a matter of "interpretive tools."



"To place determinative weight on the way in which 18th-century speakers used particular words," Breyer says, "is regressive." He's right -- and perhaps that's why the conservative justices like originalism so much. For anyone who believes that progress has gotten out of hand, "regressive" is arguably a point in originalism's favor. "My examples show why a judge should often emphasize purposes," he writes, as if he's identifying something that has been overlooked or rejected. Isn't it possible that his conservative colleagues also emphasize purposes, albeit very different ones?



Originalists deny that purposes matter to them, since purpose, as the originalist justice Antonin Scalia once put it, fails to provide an "objective basis for judging"; they like to say that they're simply sticking closely to the text, and Breyer is palpably eager to take their stated intentions at face value, even when textualism can also function quite nicely as 
ideological cover
. He keeps repeating the argument that "purpose-related tools" can make "our democracy more 
workable
." The word "workable" is used so many times in the book that it becomes a poignant refrain -- that of an optimistic, pragmatic liberal jurist who wants to believe that if only he is clear enough, he can get his fellow justices to recognize that they are ultimately committed to the same thing.



Does Breyer, who is so attuned to the irreducible complexity of the world outside the Supreme Court, truly believe that the world inside is so simple? Given his decades of experience, I find it hard to imagine he does -- but then he still seems flummoxed by the Supreme Court's right-wing turn. At his most baffled, he starts firing off strings of rhetorical questions, asking plaintively how anyone could ever want "a world in which no governmental effort is made to cure environmental, medical or safety-related ills?"



In 
an interview
 with Adam Liptak of The Times last week, a beseeching Breyer sounded similarly perplexed. After all, he said, the decision to override Roe was bound to have cruel consequences: "Are they really going to allow women to die on the table because they won't allow an abortion which would save her life? I mean, really, no one would do that. And they wouldn't do that."



There is a profound and generous kindness embedded in his remarks, a determination to think the best of people, but his incredulity makes you wonder what alternate universe Breyer is living in. When it comes to denying a woman the right to a life-saving abortion, not only are there "really" some people who "would do that"; there are six people in black robes 
who effectively did
.



READING THE CONSTITUTION
: 
Why I Chose Pragmatism, Not Textualism
 | 
By Stephen Breyer
 | 
Simon & Schuster
 | 
335 pp.
 | 
$32
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Critic's Notebook



On London Stages, Uplifting Tales of Black Masculinity 



"For Black Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When The Hue Gets Too Heavy" and "Red Pitch" offer generous portrayals of male bonding.




From left, Tobi King Bakare, Albert Magashi, Posi Morakinyo, Fela Lufadeju, Shakeel Haakim and Mohammed Mansaray in "For Black Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When The Hue Gets Too Heavy."




By Houman Barekat


Mar 25, 2024


If you believe the Op-Eds, men are in a bad way these days: perpetually beleaguered and isolated, if not irredeemably toxic. But two lively new plays in London suggest an alternative, sanguine vision of 21st-century masculinity, foregrounding generous portrayals of male bonding and togetherness.



In "For Black Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When The Hue Gets Too Heavy," six Black British men participate in a group-therapy session punctuated by bursts of song. The show, written and directed by Ryan Calais Cameron, is a male-centric spin on Ntozake Shange's 1976 work, 
"For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf,"
 in which women of color recount their experiences of racism and gendered violence through performance poetry, music and dance.



"For Black Boys" runs at the Garrick Theater in the West End through June 1. On a stage decked out in bright, blocky primary colors like a pop music video, the men -- called Onyx, Pitch, Jet, Sable, Obsidian and Midnight, each a shade of black -- bare their souls one by one. Every so often they morph into a '90-style boy band, delivering neatly choreographed, crowd-pleasing renditions of R&B classics like Backstreet's "
No Diggity
" and India.Arie's "
Brown Skin
." (The set design is by Anna Reid, the choreography by Theophilus O. Bailey.)



Banter is their love language. Jet (an engagingly plaintive Fela Lufadeju) is joshed for wearing chinos -- a "white" affectation -- prompting a spiky discussion on the vexed subject of "acting Black." Gradually, deflection and bravado give way to introspection and insight as the men unpack the perniciousness of machismo in their lives: Jet recalls how his father refused to seek cancer treatment for fear of appearing unmanly; Sable, a self-styled Casanova (Albert Magashi, suitably strutting) concedes that insecurity might be driving his philandering ways; a flashback scene depicts Obsidian (Mohammed Mansaray) reluctantly engaging in senseless violence for street cred, with life-changing consequences.



The play ends with an upbeat mantra about keeping your chin up in the face of adversity. Its core message is about collective solidarity: By embracing emotional vulnerability and opening up to one another, young men can build support systems that will help them overcome life's hardships. And the audience's enthusiasm at the curtain call suggested to a sense of recognition: These sentiments rang true, and it meant something to see them conveyed from a West End stage.



But that easy accessibility comes at a price. The six characters feel like stock types, their respective travails a little too generic to be truly compelling -- each existing, rather like pictures in a high-school textbook, to illustrate a trope. This is echoed in dialogue that relies heavily on melodramatic cliche (one character tells us his father was "destructive like a wrecking ball and I was the collateral damage") and lingo taken from social sciences ("We're not monoliths!"). Despite its exuberant energy, "For Black Boys" is ultimately somewhat two-dimensional.




From left, Francis Lovehall Omz, Kedar Williams-Stirling and Emeka Sesay in "Red Pitch."




Just around the corner at @sohoplace, through May 4, "Red Pitch," written by Tyrell Williams and directed by Daniel Bailey, tells a touching story of three 16-year-old aspiring soccer players from a London housing project. As they train for an upcoming, once-in-a-lifetime tryout with a professional club, the trio engage in the daft patter peculiar to adolescence: a fizzing, complex mix of insecurity, aggression and fraternal tenderness.



Bilal (Kedar Williams-Stirling) is ambitious and driven. Omz (Francis Lovehall) is hotheaded, prone to self-sabotage; he is often unlikable, but his flaws are all too human. The goalkeeper Joey (Emeka Sesay) has the funniest stage presence of the three, whether delivering wry quips, demonstratively folding and unfolding his arms, or slipping into his father's Nigerian accent when he's getting worked up. The boys' teenage mannerisms -- the moody sulks and flounces, the primal urgency with which they scoff snacks -- are affectionately played for laughs.



A municipal soccer pitch takes up the whole stage in Amelia Jane Hankin's pleasing set. In contrast to another recent London soccer play, "
Dear England,"
 where the sports choreography was less than convincing, the cast here is at ease performing sprints and passing drills. A series of dream sequences in which the boys imagine future sporting glory are strikingly rendered by spotlights, audiovisual effects conjuring camera flashes and the roar of a crowd, and the actors' slow-motion movements. (The lighting is by Ali Hunter, the sound by Khalil Madovi.)



The poignancy of "Red Pitch" derives from the near-impossibility of a happy ending: In an ultracompetitive field, the three friends won't all be signed by the club, and seem destined to go their separate ways. We are catching them at a specific, fleeting moment in time, on the threshold of the next phase of life. The line between sentimentality and schmaltz can be fine, but Williams's taut script treads it nimbly. (The play's running time is exactly 90 minutes, the length of a regulation soccer match -- a nice touch.)



"For Black Boys" and "Red Pitch" are both earnest, uplifting evocations of male camaraderie by emerging British playwrights; both also achieved notable word-of-mouth success during runs in small theaters before transferring to the West End. But they showcase markedly different storytelling styles: "For Black Boys," with its didactic enumeration of societal ills, has the feel of a PowerPoint presentation; its bracing directness befits the urgency of its message, but as a piece of art it never quite transports us. By contrast, "Red Pitch" draws us in with an absorbing -- if conventional linear -- narrative, and wears its wisdom lightly. The first is mere performance, the latter true theater.
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'Titanic' Door Prop That Saved Rose (Sorry, Jack) Sells for $718,750



It resembles a famous piece of debris salvaged from the 1912 shipwreck, according to Heritage Auctions, which offered it among a trove of memorabilia from Planet Hollywood.




The prop "bears a striking resemblance," Heritage Auctions said, to a panel from the Titanic housed at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Halifax, Nova Scotia.




By Remy Tumin


Mar 26, 2024


At the end of the movie "Titanic," Rose floats atop an ornately decorated piece of a door frame as her beloved Jack clings to its edge, holding her hand. A rescue boat finally arrives, but in time only for Rose, who 
promises to "never let go"
 of Jack as she frees herself from his icy grip and he slips below the surface of the Atlantic.



In reality, the ocean was a 
tank that held 17 million gallons of water
. And the door frame? Balsa wood.



The wood panel 
sold at auction for $718,750
 on Saturday, part of a trove of memorabilia from Planet Hollywood. 
About 1,600 items
, including 
the whip
 from "Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom," 
a bowling ball
 from "Kingpin" and 
the ax
 from "The Shining," brought in $15.7 million, according to Heritage Auctions, the auction house that handled the sales.



Heritage Auctions said 
in a statement
 that the event "shattered expectations" and set a record for the company's auctions of movie props and costumes, drawing more than 5,500 bidders from around the world.



The live auction was held at Heritage's headquarters in Dallas, with several auctioneers rotating over the course of five days. The auction was also streamed on Heritage's website.



The "hero floating wood panel," 
as the auction house described the "Titanic" prop
, was designed to mimic the most famous complete piece of debris salvaged from the 1912 shipwreck. According to Heritage, it includes ornate floral accents and scrolling curves prevalent in rococo motifs that align with the reign of King Louis XV of France. The prop "bears a striking resemblance," the auction house said, to a 
panel housed at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Halifax, Nova Scotia
, which the movie's director, James Cameron, visited while doing research for the film.



The prop itself has been 
the subject of fan debate
: Could the panel really keep both Jack (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Rose (Kate Winslet) afloat?



The prop measures approximately eight feet long and nearly three and a half feet wide, and is reinforced with hardwood.



"Big item, the biggest scene really, the climactic scene if you will," 
the auctioneer said
 as he opened the bidding at $90,000. "This is 
the
 goodbye."



In just over five minutes, the price soared with a winning in-person bid of $575,000. With a fee to the auction house known as a bidder's premium, the final price was $718,750. The winning bidder, who attended the auction in person, wishes to remain anonymous, a Heritage spokesman said. The prop had been in storage for the better part of two decades, and before that had been displayed at a Planet Hollywood in Orlando, Fla.



The prop was one of several "Titanic" items on the auction block; others included 
the ship's helm
 and 
costumes
 worn by DiCaprio and Winslet. All but a few sold and 
some are still available
, including high school yearbooks featuring Steven Seagal, Sharon Stone and Michelle Pfeiffer, and a red thong from "The Full Monty."



In February, Robert Earl, the chairman and co-founder of Planet Hollywood, 
said in a statement
 that the sale was "an extremely exciting, pivotal moment" for the resort and casino group. The items were a selection of memorabilia from the Planet Hollywood vaults, he said.



When the first Planet Hollywood 
opened in New York City in 1991
, it was 
a star-studded affair,
 with appearances from Bruce Willis, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Sylvester Stallone, who were among the restaurant's financial backers. Planet Hollywood would go on to open more than 100 locations around the world. But the luster quickly faded, and the company 
filed for bankruptcy twice
 after opening a marquee location in Las Vegas in 1998. Earl lost $1 billion along the way.



Earl and Planet Hollywood did not respond to a request for comment.



In an interview
 with Heritage Auctions before the event, Earl said that Planet Hollywood was meant to be "an extension of the red carpet experience to you where you were."



"Unless you were in L.A. or possibly New York, you never touched anything except seeing your idols onscreen," he said. "You didn't have any involvement in any extensions of the movie or their lives and we afforded that."
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Seance? Celebration? A Risque Tribute to Sinead O'Connor Arrives.



The performance artist Christeene's show honoring the Irish musician's debut album touched down in New York with Peaches, Justin Vivian Bond and plenty of nudity and tears.








By Melena Ryzik
Photographs by Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet


Mar 26, 2024


Since Sinead O'Connor 
died last summer
 at 56, the outspoken and defiant Irish singer-songwriter has been memorialized on stages both divey and grand, including a 
star-studded concert
 last week at Carnegie Hall. But no tribute was likely as nude as the one on Monday, when the performance artist 
Christeene
 brought her pantsless queer horrorcore act -- and a faithful downtown demimonde -- to City Winery on the West Side of Manhattan.



In celebrating "a very powerful woman," Christeene said onstage, "I think we need to understand the dangers of religion, and the importance of ritual." She arrived in a scuffed-up red robe, flanked by two dancers in white papal hats, and then shed it all to reveal a triangle of fabric across her nether region; costume changes brought a series of sheer, one-shouldered unitards -- Skims from another dimension.



Traversing a stage decorated with crinkled sheets and cones of aluminum foil, in high-heeled black boots, she had the energetic strut of Iggy Pop and the evocative, funny monologues -- about faith, protest and community -- of an oracle. From the very first song, the audience was intensely rapt.




The guest vocalists Peaches and Justin Vivian Bond joined Christeene to celebrate "The Lion and the Cobra," Sinead O'Connor's 1987 studio debut.




With the guest vocalists 
Peaches
 and 
Justin Vivian Bond
, the show, titled "The Lion, the Witch and the Cobra," commemorated the first studio album that O'Connor released ("The Lion and the Cobra," in 1987). Recorded while O'Connor was pregnant with her first child, with her voice lilting and strong, she took its name from a psalm, and appeared on its cover with a shaved head. The LP didn't include any of her biggest tracks, but songs like 
"Jerusalem"
 seem prescient in uniting bodily rage and vulnerability to place and history. On Monday, in the wake of 
a lunar eclipse
, Christeene told the near-capacity crowd that it was going to be a witchy night.



Christeene is an 
alter ego of the Louisiana-born artist Paul Soileau
, 47, who devised the character while working at a Texas Starbucks, and went on to make fans like the fashion designer Rick Owens and the influential musician Karin Dreijer of the Knife and Fever Ray, playing for years in an underground scene that blasted convention, including mainstream gay culture. In a dirty blond or black wig, streaky striped face paint and pool-blue eyes with an electric alien look (courtesy of contacts), Christeene has been variously described as a "drag terrorist" (her own term), 
Divine by way of G.G. Allin
, 
full-blast Tina Turner pitched to Slipknot's Corey Taylor
, and 
"Beyonce on bath salts."









A downtown crowd (that didn't mind some pantsless entertainment) came to the show.




"Christeene is this indelible force of creation," said Garrett Chappell, who works in sustainability near Denver and traveled to New York for this show and a few others. He compared Christeene to "when you see a tree popping out of the middle of a rock -- life finds a way, queerness finds a way, punk finds a way," he said. "I see in her the force of liberation."



And given the emotional core and pugnaciousness of O'Connor's songwriting and legacy, "there's a lot of opportunity for catharsis," Chappell said as he waited for the tribute to start.



Traditionally, there is also more than a little raunch. "A Christeene show is out-of-this-world outrageous -- raw and dirty," said Erick Ferrer, a visual merchandiser. "I feel like I need to go to the clinic afterward." Peaches, too, is known to scale club walls wearing sex toys. (In a chignon, pantsuit and a sparkly collar, Bond, 
the trans cabaret star
, is more of a sophisticated crooner.)




Bond, left, with Christeene. The "most delicate" thing, Christeene said, "was finding the right way to put our touch on it, without distorting her too much."




But by Christeene standards, the performance was tame: no butt plugs tethered to balloons, or public urination. It was mostly a faithful rendition of O'Connor's album, filtered through some extra punk-industrial stomp.



Duetting on "Troy," Christeene and Peaches were like a pair of She-Ras gazing at each other (Peaches balanced on milk crates; D.I.Y. stagecraft), power-belting the chorus: "You will rise." O'Connor was a force that gave permission to be truthful, and unbridled. "We've all been weeping," Peaches later said, "but with joy."



Preparing for the gigs -- the show originated in 2019 at the blue-chip London cultural center 
the Barbican
 -- Christeene belatedly realized how much of an influence O'Connor had been. "She had caught me at a very early age, and going back into this music, it was all there," Christeene said in a post-show interview, as she made the rounds greeting friends and fans and posing for photos. ("This is Josh," came the introduction to someone in a "Witch, Please" T-shirt. "It's his first day in New York!")









In celebrating "a very powerful woman," Christeene said onstage, "I think we need to understand the dangers of religion, and the importance of ritual."




The "most delicate" thing, Christeene added, "was finding the right way to put our touch on it, without distorting her too much -- honoring her music but giving it the heat that we wanted. We found that, the band found it. It's been a remarkable experience, and a bit of a possession."



Peaches understood it. At a previous show in Los Angeles, she felt O'Connor's energy acutely. "It's so intentional -- healing herself through the hurt, through the pain, with that voice," she said. "She sings notes for so long that they also go into a spiritual realm." On one long note, she recalled, "I've never said this kind of thing, but I believe she was in me, singing it."



The crowd at City Winery -- many of whom had never been to the venue, which is tailored to less grungy acts -- was mostly clad in black, and wore their sensibilities across their shirt chests: "Promote Transexuality" or "Humans Suck"; another listed the names of the seminal '90s and '00s gay parties Beige and Squeezebox.




"We've all been weeping," Peaches said, "but with joy."





Peaches said that O'Connor's music is "so intentional -- healing herself through the hurt, through the pain, with that voice."




There was a sense of communal belonging, especially for a generation that came of age before the internet, when otherness felt like a silo, and even slivers of recognition offered hope. "The artist is from Louisiana; so am I," said Sam Boudluche, a Manhattan event planner, explaining what drew him to Christeene.



Patrick Fromuth, who described himself as "the momager" of the Brooklyn bar Branded Saloon and came decked out in glittery mesh, said: "There are so many different people here who feel forgotten." The artists "shared a mirror back at a community that is often overlooked."



Seated at a table, Lollo Romanski, a dancer and acrobat who's part of the 
feminist troupe LAVA
, sang along with every word of O'Connor's lyrics. Romanski grew up in Detroit and went to Catholic school; starting with "The Lion and the Cobra," O'Connor was a beacon -- "authentic," they said, in tears, and "strong, beautiful, eloquent." They were too overcome to continue, so their partner Sarah Hirshan, also a dancer-acrobat with LAVA, picked up the thread.



Both had big hopes for channeling O'Connor through the show. "At least, a seance; at best, a resurrection," Hirshan said. "Jesus, we really need her now."
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Zendaya Says Goodbye to Sandworms, Hello to Skorts



The actress is known for thematic dressing to promote her movies. After her "Dune" desert epic, comes a tennis love triangle, "Challengers."




Zendaya with Iga Swiatek, the top-ranked women's tennis player, at the BNP Paribas Open on March 17.




By Jessica Testa


Mar 20, 2024


In "Challengers," Zendaya plays a tennis star named Tashi Duncan. Her clothes are central to her identity; the character is sponsored by Adidas and costumed in sporty-and-rich outfits by the designer 
Jonathan Anderson
.



"She'll have a fashion line," one of Tashi's suitors predicts to another in the 
trailer
. "She is going to turn her whole family into millionaires."



Fashion is equally important to the real-life Zendaya -- a tool of both image-making and moneymaking. She has become a defining star of the modern movie press tour. Coverage of these appearances can be feverish, with thousands of articles and social-media posts produced for each stop: a premiere in New York, a photo call in Mexico City, a news conference in Seoul.



The fever rises when actors lean into thematic dressing. The cast of "Barbie" drowned themselves in pink, 
ripping looks
 straight from vintage toy boxes. The stars of "Madame Web" wrapped themselves in blingy netted gowns. Kristen Stewart 
wore very little
 to promote her erotic thriller "Love Lies Bleeding."



Still, few can generate quite as much attention as Zendaya, who, for example, wore a vintage robot suit by Mugler to the London premiere of "Dune: Part Two" in February. (Her apparent theme for this press tour: futuristic desert warrior queen.) From this single moment, the data analytics company Launchmetrics valued the media impact for Mugler to be worth $13.3 million, 
according to Women's Wear Daily
.



Zendaya's "Dune: Part Two" Red Carpets Looks



Yet despite her commitment to cosplay, Zendaya has not been wearing Adidas in the lead-up to "Challengers," the Luca Guadagnino film that will have its premiere in late March. She is wearing preppy looks made by her real sponsor, Louis Vuitton, a luxury brand increasingly 
enmeshed
 in the 
sports
 
world
.



For a promotional image 
released
 on March 12, Zendaya wore a buttery sweater with a deep V neckline, relaxed white shorts and white pumps -- like the most formidable stepmom at the country club, down to her long blown-out bob. Her stylist, the image architect Law Roach, 
credited
 Louis Vuitton and Bulgari for the outfit.



Then, on March 17, Zendaya attended the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, Calif., to watch the women's final. Louis Vuitton dressed her again in tennis whites: a pullover, a tank top and a pleated skort. She accessorized with white sneakers, a small monogram purse -- its attached neon yellow coin purse looked like a tennis ball -- and her boyfriend, the actor Tom Holland. They 
sang along
 to Whitney Houston in their seats.



Zendaya, who trained for "Challengers" with the 
famed coach Brad Gilbert
, later posed for photos with Iga Swiatek, 
winner of the match
 and the sport's top-ranked women's player.



She looked more at ease in her Sunday "
tenniscore
," breaking from the severity of her "Dune" chapter. It wasn't just her cyborg looks that made her seem otherworldly. (That Mugler fembot costume was followed by a vintage circuit-board Givenchy skirt set.) Crisp white gowns from Alaia (in Paris) and Stephane Rolland (in New York) also gave her the gravitas of a sci-fi empress at a state dinner.



Now she's coming back down to earth. Or at least the tennis court. As Ms. Swiatek observed after her victory: "Meeting Zendaya was crazy, but on the other hand, she's a human like all of us."
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Where Are Men Buying Suits Off the Rack?



More than 80 answers to this question offered a sense of what styles are popular these days.








By Chloe Anello


Mar 26, 2024


When The New York Times heard from 81 men who responded to a survey about off-the-rack suits they had bought since 2021, the style that came up the most was introduced around the time Barack Obama was first elected president: J. Crew's 
Ludlow suit
.



The Ludlow suit, which has been offered in various colors and fabrics, has a slim fit and starts at $298. After its introduction in 2008, the Ludlow became "
instantly omnipresent
," according to GQ. 
The Wall Street Journal
 said the suit "changed the way we dressed." Guy Trebay, the men's fashion critic at The Times, 
wrote that the style
 "transformed our relationship to suiting."



Most survey respondents who mentioned the Ludlow suit said that they owned more than one version. Steve Zegans, 45, a content strategist in New York, owns two. He described the style as "refined and classic."




A J. Crew Ludlow suit from 2012. The slim-cut style was introduced four years earlier and was mentioned the most by respondents to The Times's survey.




Steven Rojas, the director of marketing at the Twenty Two, a hotel in New York, owns four. Mr. Rojas, 42, also has suits from Sandro, Dior and Thom Browne, he said, but he has gotten more use out of his Ludlow suits because the style strikes a balance between contemporary and classic. It is, as he put it, "versatile enough for both professional settings and the dance floor."



To get a sense of how male shoppers are navigating the off-the-rack-suit landscape, The Times reached out to more than 1,400 men between the ages of 20 and 80 from across the United States last summer and fall. (Off-the-rack, for this article, meant a suit bought online or at a store that fit a person's body with minimal or no alterations.)



Some men were approached as they commuted to and from Grand Central Terminal in New York, and others while they were getting lunch near Wall Street. Certain professionals -- lawyers, doctors, executives -- were sought out because their occupations often require formal dress. Some were also approached on Instagram after a search for users who had recently posted about weddings or events where they had worn suits.



While the almost seven dozen responses to the survey show that the Ludlow suit hasn't lost its appeal, they also show that men have found other worthy off-the-rack options.



Ahead are more suits cited by survey participants, along with some shopping trends observed in their answers.




A sand-colored Havana suit from SuitSupply in a wool-silk-linen blend.




Suits from Sid Mashburn and SuitSupply also came up many times.



SuitSupply's 
Havana suit
, another slim-cut style, was cited by three men in their 30s. It has a classic look, they said, and is something they could see themselves wearing for years. The suit starts at about $500, is offered in various fabrics and comes in three-piece versions.



Herman Singh, 32, a manager at a financial services company in New York, said that he cares more about a suit's fit than its material and that "SuitSupply seems to put a lot of emphasis on how their suits fit."



Cody Romness, 33, a founder of Allegiate Gym, which has locations in Los Angeles, liked that suits from SuitSupply can be customized. The personalizations, some of which are free, include choosing options for jacket linings or lapel styles.



Sid Mashburn
's 
Kincaid No. 3 Suit
 is, according to Andrew Favorito, a 31-year-old fashion and beauty public relations director in New York, "many steps up from the J. Crew starter suit" that he owns.



Russell Kelly, 49, the chief operating officer at Fourtane Jewelers in Carmel, Calif., also has the style, which costs $1,695 and is offered in a handful of colors.



Mr. Kelly said the suit's higher price reflects its materials and construction. "I've had many custom suits made over the years," he said. "I prefer these suits over any bespoke clothing I have."



J. Crew's Crosby and Kenmare suits are less slim Ludlow alternatives.



The 
Kenmare suit
 came up as an alternative to the Ludlow, particularly for those wanting a J. Crew style that Ryan Cascarano, 29, an environmental consultant in Chicago, described as "more relaxed and less on the slim side." He would know: He already owned a Ludlow when he bought a Kenmare.



Starting at $248, the Kenmare is comparable in price to the Ludlow, but it is offered in far fewer versions. It was introduced in 2022, well after many people started opting for 
wide pants
 instead of slimmer styles (and started wearing looser-fitting clothes in general). Mr. Cascarano said the Kenmare has a polished look that is not dissimilar to suits he has admired in 
Wes Anderson films
.



J. Crew's 
Crosby suit
, a style introduced in 2014, came up as another not-as-slim option. (J. Crew describes the Crosby suit's fit as "classic" and the Kenmare's as "laid back.") The Crosby is offered in more versions than the Kenmare but fewer than the Ludlow, and starts at $198.




A Sutton suit from Todd Snyder, a brand some survey respondents cited for its fabrics. 




Picky about fabric? Try Todd Snyder.



Todd Snyder
 was the executive vice president of men's wear at J. Crew when the Ludlow suit was created. Mr. Snyder started his 
namesake label
 a few years later, and its suits were cited by survey respondents in their 30s, 40s and 50s. The 
currently available
 styles start at about $750.



Many of the men who mentioned the brand's suits brought up the fabrics. Bob Gearing, 42, a sales manager at a cybersecurity company in New York, said his Todd Snyder suit was made with a breathable denim-like material and described it as an upgrade to the "standard" styles sold by J. Crew. (He owns suits from both brands.)



Ross Cassidy, 43, an architect and a furniture designer in Los Angeles, said that Todd Snyder suits generally look modern -- but not so modern that they feel trendy. "I hate anything trendy," Mr. Cassidy said.



Gen Z-ers and young millennials are gravitating toward double-breasted jackets.



Ten survey respondents in their 20s and early 30s said they had recently bought a double-breasted suit, and many of them chose the style for its "personality."



Daniel Wisner, 31, a jewelry designer in New York, bought his from Stoffa, a men's wear brand whose fans include the hosts of the fashion podcast "
Throwing Fits
." (Stoffa's 
currently available
 double-breasted jackets start at $1,500.)



At first Mr. Wisner saw double-breasted suits as being for "older men with banking jobs," but he has come to see them as "the opposite of stuffy." He said of his suit: "The double breast makes it more formal, but the cut is so relaxed that it's the perfect mix."



Respondents also mentioned double-breasted suits from 
Men's Wearhouse
, 
Tom Ford
 and 
Selected
, a Danish label.



When browsing for suits, these are 11 more brands to remember.



Other suits that came up in the survey were from the following labels, listed in no particular order: Paul Stuart, Express, Ring Jacket, Alex Mill, Indochino, Ted Baker, Proper Cloth, Prada, Brooks Brothers, Joseph A. Bank and Maison Margiela.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/26/style/suits-mens-shopping.html
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Entertaining With



How to Host a Lunch Like a Parisian Gallerist



The artist Bianca Lee Vasquez, a co-founder of the art space Sainte Anne, regularly gathers friends for laid-back meals at her apartment, just a few blocks away.



By Alice Cavanagh


Mar 22, 2024


A typical gathering -- day or night -- at Bianca Lee Vasquez's home in Paris's Second Arrondissement ends with dancing, usually to '70s disco or to salsa by artists like Johnny Pacheco and Celia Cruz. Lee Vasquez, 40, who has Cuban-Ecuadorean heritage, trained in classical and contemporary dance in Miami and at the Alvin Ailey Theater in New York before moving to Paris 20 years ago. But she's now best known for her multidisciplinary art practice, which ranges from textile installations like "Webmaking Ritual II" (2017), for which she wove strips of fabric around the trees in Paris's Palais Royal garden, to meditative performances like "Dirt Series" (2021), in which she explored the power of microbes, working soil between her fingers to activate its healing properties. And while she often incorporates movement and gesture into her work, it's in her living room, among friends, that she tends to really let loose.



For the past few years, that room has served as an occasional extension of Sainte Anne, the gallery Lee Vasquez founded with her friend Masha Novoselova, 39, a Russian-born model turned art director, in 2021. One of a new cohort of dynamic, independent Paris art spaces, the small contemporary gallery focuses on female artists who, like Lee Vasquez, are interested in our relationship with the natural world. "We want to give them a voice and a safe space," she said recently. (The gallery's current show, "Fruits of Labor," is its first to exclusively feature work by men: the Guadeloupe-born French mixed-media artist Kenny Dunkan and the German sculptor Stefan Knauf.)




"I always try to bring friends together," Lee Vasquez said. "It's not about work relations, or diplomacy, just delicious food and a place to be oneself."




Lee Vasquez's home -- a calm, loft-like duplex in a 17th-century apartment building -- is just blocks from Sainte Anne, so opening-night parties tend to end there, and she often hosts meals for the gallery's artists and extended community. On a rainy Sunday in February, she held one such gathering, a lunch for her friends and collaborators, in an effort to liven up a particularly somber Paris winter (there had been just 38 hours of sunlight in the previous 29 days). In contrast to the gloom outside, the apartment -- which Lee Vasquez shares with her two sons, Vasco, 12, and Esteban, 11, and a pair of parakeets, Peggy and Pegasus -- was lush with potted plants and flooded with light thanks to its 16-foot-tall windows. Lunch itself was laid-back, with a loose start time and a buffet format, so that guests could come and go, and help themselves to food, as they pleased. "A sit-down meal rarely happens as I have a problem limiting my guest list," said Lee Vasquez. But the semi-improvised approach suits her well: "I like people to talk to whoever they like, to be free, to move around."




Guests mingled before helping themselves to the food.




The attendees: 
The 20 guests included Dunkan, 36, and the curator Simon Gerard, 30, who worked on the current exhibition; Knauf, who'd been there for the show's opening a week before, was back home in Berlin. There was a Latin American contingent consisting of the Uruguayan-born, Paris-based sculptor Katharina Kaminski, 30, who had an exhibition at Sainte Anne last month; the Cuban curator Dayneris Brito, 28; and the Peruvian architect Diego Delgado-Elias, 44. Other friends included the Serbian designer Ana Kras, 39; the former Paris Opera dancer Emilie Fouilloux, 40; the Australian designer Kym Ellery, 40; and the Australian actress Melissa George, 47. The couple behind the up-and-coming Paris architecture studio 
Festen
, Charlotte de Tonnac and Hugo Sauzay, both 37, who live in the neighborhood, also stopped by -- as did the Italian fashion designer Giambattista Valli, 56, his partner Farid Rebbali,
 
45, and their son Adam, 11. "Bianca has an art for bringing people together; she connects people, and everyone is so different," said Valli. "It doesn't feel typical of Paris."



The table:
 The meal was laid out on the dining table, on a mix of vintage silver and glass platters that Lee Vasquez has collected over the years. The porcelain tableware and water vessel, as well as a vase set on a nearby plinth, were made by the ceramist Elsa Brunet, whose pottery classes in Saint-Germain Lee Vasquez has taken for the past two years. The mismatched white linens and glasses were flea market finds.




A radicchio salad tossed with toasted walnuts.




The food: 
Lee Vasquez asked the 26-year-old Estonian chef Monika Varsavskaja, who specializes in Eastern European-inspired, vegetable-centric food, to prepare the meal. She served two puff pastry pies -- one filled with cabbage and another stuffed with chopped boiled eggs and dill -- alongside a stack of flatbreads and dishes of pickles, olives and anchovies. Platters of blanched brussels sprouts and a rainbow-colored radicchio salad added color to the table. "It's typical market food from my childhood, made from humble ingredients -- so perfect for a Sunday lunch," said Varsavskaja. For dessert, the British-Spanish chef Isabel Garcia, 29, brought two tres leches spongecakes, which sparked a playful debate about the origins of the beloved Latin American dessert, serving them alongside a platter of passion fruit and pawpaw.




"My grandma used to make these," said Lee Vasquez, at center, clapping, of the two tres leches cakes that the chef Isabel Garcia provided for dessert.




The drinks:
 Katkoot prosecco -- a delicate, fragrant sparkling wine made in Treviso, Italy -- flowed freely, followed later by Ecuadorean coffee from Lee Vasquez's father's farm in the country's northern Cotacachi region.



The music: 
Brito, who Lee Vasquez says often gets the dancing started, put together a soulful, eclectic playlist that included the crowd favorite, "Thinking of You" by Sister Sledge, as well as "Yeah!" by the American Latin jazz musician Tito Puente and "Mali Cuba" by the Malian-Cuban supergroup AfroCubism.




The meal was eaten standing or seated with a plate balanced on the knees. In the foreground, at center, is a sculpture by Kaminski. The tapestry on the ottoman is by Lee Vasquez.




The conversation: 
A mix of English, French and Spanish could be heard throughout the afternoon as small groups formed and dispersed in the living room. Lee Vasquez, Garcia and Fouilloux were hatching a plan for a food-inspired artist's residency at Fouilloux's family winery, Castello Di Cigognola, in Lombardy, Italy. And Kras and Ellery discussed the new Paris design fair Matter and Shape, at which both were both planning to exhibit new object-led collections.



An entertaining idea:
 Lee Vasquez likes to tailor her dress codes to individual guests -- just to keep things interesting. "I got a message that said, 'Dress like spring,' so I chose all these florals. But then I met a woman coming in, and she said the dress code is neutral," Kras said, with a laugh. "But you look so good in color! I wanted you to pop," Lee Vasquez explained. "I don't like it when everyone comes looking the same, so I told Diego to wear brown, and I wanted Katharina to wear beige and match the decor." Ellery and George, both eight months pregnant, decided to opt out: "I'm just happy I made it here," said George.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/22/t-magazine/bianca-lee-vasquez-paris-lunch.html
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Third Wheel



One Way to End an Engagement? Radical Honesty and Matching Fonts.



Anjali Chakra and Sufi Malik, partners in content creation and in love, were vulnerable about their relationship online. They were vulnerable about their breakup, too.




Sufi Malik, left, and Anjali Chakra announced their engagement in a video posted on their shared YouTube channel in 2022.




By Gina Cherelus


Mar 27, 2024


When famous people split, fans aren't always privy to the reason. Most are left to social media sleuthing and questionably sourced rumors to piece the story together. But sometimes, there are couples who choose to come clean.



Transparency may hold greater appeal for influencers, who, unlike certifiable A-listers, have an incentive to live as much of their lives on the feed as possible. But even by the oversharing standards of most content creators, admitting that you cheated is going above and beyond the call of duty.



Anjali Chakra and Sufi Malik, a popular influencer couple, have announced their breakup after more than five years of dating (and a few weeks before getting married) by having one of them admit in an Instagram post on Sunday that she was unfaithful.



In two separate statements that sent shock waves throughout their following, the pair said they were calling off their wedding and moving forward separately.



Who are these people?



Ms. Chakra is an event planner and content creator. Her now-ex partner, Ms. Malik, is a content creator as well. They live in California and met online after following each other's Tumblr profiles, the pair said in a 2019 
"How We Met" YouTube video
. They began dating in 2018 and 
announced their engagement online
 in 2022.



Their online celebrity was kicked off when images of the couple nuzzling adorably under a rain-spattered umbrella 
made the rounds on social media
 in 2019, with many rushing to proclaim them relationship goals. Another set of photos 
celebrated their first anniversary
 that same year.



Along with posting fashion, lifestyle and travel videos, the couple used their platform to raise awareness for people in marginalized and L.G.B.T.Q. communities.



What happened?



On Sunday, the couple announced in synchronized black-and-white statements on Instagram that the wedding was off.



Ms. Chakra declined to be interviewed for this article, and Ms. Malik did not respond to requests for comment, but both women's statements allude to Ms. Malik's having cheated just weeks before they were set to be married. It's unclear how Ms. Chakra became aware of the infidelity, but apparently it was enough to dissolve the entire relationship.



"I made an unrecognizable mistake of betrayal by cheating on her a few weeks before our wedding," Ms. Malik wrote 
on Instagram
, referring to Ms. Chakra. "I've hurt her tremendously, beyond my own understanding. I'm owning up to my mistake and will continue to do so."



In her own Instagram statement
, Ms. Chakra wrote that they had "decided to call off our wedding and end our relationship due to infidelity committed by Sufi." She captioned the post with a brokenhearted emoji.



While Ms. Malik asked for forgiveness and privacy in her post, Ms. Chakra wished for "no negativity to be shown" toward her ex.



Why should I care?



While the names of these two influencers might not ring a bell, in an industry in which representation of queer South Asian and Muslim people can be slight at best, Ms. Chakra and Ms. Malik have been widely considered positive representations for those who haven't always had role models they could directly relate to.



They created an 
online form
 through which their supporters could submit questions and request advice on topics including relationships, coming out to immigrant families and navigating queerness online.



On their TikTok, YouTube and Instagram profiles, they regularly post lifestyle content, including videos about 
growing up Muslim and queer
 and 
planning their wedding
. Their chemistry and romance seemed palpable through the screen.



So it's no surprise that the news of the breakup was a real blow to fans who have grown attached to the pair and their relationship.



Some expressed their sadness over the news, begging the pair to try to reconcile and wishing them the best going forward. Others were shocked at the news of Ms. Malik's infidelity. A few even took the opportunity to hit on Ms. Chakra.



"I hope you have support around you in this difficult time," one user wrote in Ms. Chakra's replies. "You've helped so many queer South Asians feel seen and at home through your journey. Wish you nothing but the best."



What makes this breakup so unusual?



Celebrities and other public figures are expected to be elusive when it comes to the private matters of their relationships and breakups. In this case, Ms. Malik and Ms. Chakra are actually giving us the why, which those following along at home typically don't get in these situations.



Also, their separate but highly coordinated statements -- down to the matching graphic design of the posts, the inverted text colors, the corresponding black and white heart emojis and the similarly corporate language -- is a disconcertingly polished way to announce that you've been betrayed. Perhaps no matter how sad the news, the content still has to look good.



Wow, having a public relationship sounds stressful.



While being labeled #couplesgoals can be flattering, it's not always easy to have your relationship -- the good, the bad and the ugly -- online for all to see. Their decision to reveal the reason behind the end of their engagement takes guts. But coming clean to get ahead of speculation and unconfirmed gossip isn't a new strategy. (See: 
Try Guys, 2022
.)



But is it our right to know all the details?



Fair question. In the case of Ms. Malik and Ms. Chakra, it's unclear how they came to the decision to have Ms. Malik take such public accountability and admit exactly what she did. Maybe this is how Ms. Chakra gets her lick back: by eliminating her ex's privacy? Or maybe they just felt, especially after sharing so much about their relationship online, that it was important to be honest with any of their followers who might have put their relationship on a pedestal.



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/style/anjali-chakra-sufi-malik-breakup.html
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Choosing to Skip Sex and Go Straight to I.V.F.



Well aware of how difficult conception or carrying a baby to term can be, some couples who hope to exercise a bit of control over an unpredictable experience are opting to do in vitro fertilization first.




"To get the sister thing for my girls, I would have done anything," said Faith Hartley, 35, who used I.V.F. for her second child to guarantee another daughter.




By Alyson Krueger


Mar 24, 2024


In February, in vitro fertilization, or I.V.F., was thrown into the spotlight when 
the Alabama Supreme Court ruled
 that frozen embryos in the state should be considered children. The decision led to a 
pause on I.V.F. procedures in parts of the state
, and even 
a pause on shipping embryos
 out of state, to avoid potential criminal liability. In early March, a law 
was passed
 to protect I.V.F. providers, prompting some clinics to resume the procedure, though legal challenges could still emerge.



Such rulings could have sweeping consequences for a huge number of would-be parents: In the United States, 
more than 2 percent
 of all infants born are conceived using assisted reproductive technology, of which I.V.F. is the most common. At least 
12 million babies
 have been born globally using I.V.F. since 1978, according to the National Committee for Monitoring Assisted Reproductive Technologies.



Couples who choose I.V.F. are still in the minority of those trying to conceive. They tend to be wealthy (
the cost of a single cycle of I.V.F
. is around $23,474, according to Fertility IQ, an educational website about fertility) and are mostly in their mid- to late 30s or 40s, when the statistics for conceiving naturally are not in their favor: At age 35, there is a 15 percent chance of conceiving naturally per month, 
according to
 the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. At 40, that drops to 5 percent.



Dr. Alan Copperman, the chief executive of RMA of New York, a fertility center, is one of many doctors seeing more couples, who are well aware of the challenges of conceiving and carrying a healthy baby to full term, skip sex and go straight to I.V.F.



The challenges that couples cite vary widely. They may not "have the time to try naturally," said Dr. Copperman, who is also a professor of obstetrics, gynecology and reproductive science at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York. "They want to use technology to achieve their reproductive goals," he said.



The choice may also be an issue of logistics; couples may not be in the same place long enough to have sex during ovulation windows. "I've had a lot of patients who are working in consulting or have a business, and they travel a lot for work," said Dr. Denis Vaughan, a reproductive endocrinologist at Boston I.V.F. "They might tell me they've been trying for six months, but they've really only been together at the right time for two or three months of that time."



Some couples are motivated by health and want to screen embryos for harmful genetic mutations that they may have or carry. Others want to use the procedure to choose the gender of their child.



Most insurance plans won't cover I.V.F. until after a heterosexual couple has tried to conceive naturally for at least a year if the woman is under the age of 35, and for six months if she's over. (Same-sex couples or women conceiving on their own are sometimes subject to different rules.)




Protesters gathered in February at the Alabama State House steps to oppose a ruling that considered embryos to be children. The decision led to a pause in I.V.F. treatments in the state. 




That means people who choose I.V.F. are either paying for the procedure out of pocket or fudging the number of months they've been trying to conceive naturally. (Insurance companies or doctors can't prove what's happening in the bedroom.)



I.V.F., however, is hardly guaranteed to be successful: The procedure still has a risk of miscarriage, though the likelihood is lower because the embryos have been genetically tested and only the most viable are typically implanted. And success rates can vary according to maternal age. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
, women under the age of 35 have an almost 50 percent chance of having a live birth after one I.V.F. cycle. For women over 40 using their own eggs, that number drops to 7 percent.



"The vast majority of people who are doing it are truly desperate and have a medical reason for doing it," said Dr. Tarun Jain, a professor of obstetrics and gynecology at Northwestern University. "It is a very challenging, time-consuming, physically and emotionally draining process, and a big financial burden if your insurance doesn't cover it."



'Empowered and Relieved'



Sarafina El-Badry Nance, an astrophysicist at the University of California, Berkeley, found out at 23 that she carried a BRCA gene mutation, an inherited variant that significantly increases a woman's chance of developing breast and ovarian cancer. Parents have a 50 percent chance of passing it along to offspring.



"I met with a genetic counselor after getting my test results, and we talked through what it meant," said Ms. El-Badry Nance, who is now 30. "I learned about I.VF. and genetic testing on embryos and knew that was an option for me long before I was even thinking about having a baby."




When Sarafina El-Badry Nance learned she carried the BRCA gene, she explored her options with a genetic counselor. Ultimately she and her husband decided to freeze embryos that can be screened for the gene when they are ready to have a child.




Once her eggs were retrieved and tested for the mutation, she and her husband, Taylor Nielsen, 31, decided to freeze embryos last summer that she will have implanted in the next few years when they are ready to have a child.



"In theory, once embryos are frozen, they can stay in that steady state indefinitely, without any known harm," Dr. Jain said.



"I lost my grandmother to cancer," Ms. El-Badry Nance said. "My dad was diagnosed at stage four. The risk profile is so high for my family."



"I mostly just feel empowered and relieved that we will set up our child for a healthy life," she added.



The Ability to Choose



Faith Hartley, 35, and her husband, Neil Robertson, 49, conceived their first child quickly, in July of 2019. But for their second child, who was born in December 2022, they chose I.V.F. so they could guarantee the gender. "We really wanted to have a second girl," Ms. Hartley said. 



They froze embryos in January 2022 and implanted one that March, successfully. (Most doctors recommend that a patient unfreezes whichever embryo is healthiest, but it is legal in the United States to select one based on its sex.)



Ms. Hartley, who lives in Los Angeles and works as a sleep consultant, said the procedure, which she and her husband paid for out of pocket, was the hardest thing she's ever done, physically speaking. "The injections are brutal," she said. She was so sore, she said, that "some days I could not get out of bed," adding that the hormones impacted her mental state.



But in the end the couple feels it was worth it: "To get the sister thing for my girls, I would have done anything," Ms. Hartley said. She added that in her social circles, going through I.V.F. to choose the gender is "not unusual," though the practice of gender selection 
is controversial
. "I have multiple friends who have done it and are looking into doing it," she said.



The infertility industry "has never really been regulated in terms of who can use it and for what reasons," said Arthur Caplan, a professor of bioethics at the New York University Grossman School of Medicine. He added that he hoped couples who opt for I.V.F. are aware of the limitations of the technology. "I want them to be informed," he said.



Better as a Backup



Denise, 34, works in sales and marketing for a tech company and lives in Foster City, Calif. She and her husband and froze embryos when she was 31. (She asked not to use her last name, or name her husband, because some of their family members disapprove of their using I.V.F.)



"We had great insurance from my company job, so we did it," she said. "It relieved the pressure because I didn't know how many kids I wanted."



She conceived her first child, who was born 11 months ago, naturally, and has three embryos frozen in the lab; she is strongly considering using one to have her second child.



"The older I get, the more risks there are of my baby having something," she said. "It makes me ask myself, 'If I use the embryo from when I was 31, will the baby be healthier?'" she said. "The embryos have also been tested, so at least I know the basics are OK."



Dr. Lucky Sekhon, who also works at RMA of New York, the fertility clinic, noted that though preimplantation genetic testing of embryos is not perfect, it can ensure embryos have the right number of chromosomes, which reduces the odds of miscarriage.



Dr. Sekhon also believes that many couples should view I.V.F. as a backup, not a first, option. Many clients, she said, come to her thinking they have little chance of conceiving naturally when they are actually in good health to do so. "Most of these women can still have very healthy babies," she said.



An exception is someone like Ms. El-Badry Nance, who has the BRCA gene mutation. "They know something runs in their family," said Dr. Sekhon, "and those are reasons to avoid getting pregnant naturally."



Doctors agree that I.V.F. is a numbers game, and the more frozen embryos you have to work with, the higher the chance of success since not all unfreeze or implant properly. Because of that, Dr. Sekhon believes most couples, if they can, should first try to conceive naturally before using frozen embryos.



"It's much smarter to use your embryos when you really need to," she said. "Isn't it better to save them for a rainy day?"



But some couples disagree. As Ms. Hartley put it: "We have the science to do this. Let's use it."
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critic's notebook



Is Humanity Out of Fashion?



Designer change at Valentino and Dries Van Noten raises the question.




Pierpaolo Piccioli, center, in black, bringing out the members of his couture atelier for their bow after his fall 2022 show on the Spanish Steps in Rome.




By Vanessa Friedman


Mar 26, 2024


Ever since 
news broke
 last week that Pierpaolo Piccioli, the designer of Valentino, was leaving the brand, paeans to his talent have been flowing on both social and fashion media. But of 
all the words
 used to describe Mr. Piccioli's work -- its "genius" and "magic" and "vision," its "dreaminess" and "beauty" -- the one that most stands out to me is "humanity."



Not because of the looming threat of A.I., and whatever that means when it comes to clothes, but because Mr. Piccioli is not the only designer leaving fashion in the last six months whose "humanity" was part of their calling card. In fact, he's the third.



The first was Sarah Burton, the designer of Alexander McQueen. Ms. Burton 
departed that brand
 in October, 13 years after taking the reins as creative director following the death of its founder and more than 20 after joining as an assistant to Mr. McQueen.



The second was Dries Van Noten, who 
announced his retirement
 after 40 years in the business only a few days before the Valentino news. And now Mr. Piccioli, who was at Valentino for 25 years, eight as sole creative director.




At ease: Models reclining on a custom-made grass carpet after the Dries Van Noten spring 2015 show. 




It is possible, of course, to see this as a coincidence. Fashion is in a period of uncertainty because of broader political and economic forces, after a time of relative stability (at least in terms of personnel), and insecurity can breed a desire for change. It is also possible that this shift is simply a generational passing of the torch. Mr. Van Noten is 65; Mr. Piccioli, 56; Ms. Burton, was 49 when she left McQueen. It's rare for designers to last more than 10 years at one brand, unless they own it, as Mr. Van Noten did until 2018, when he sold a majority stake to the Spanish group Puig.



Yet according to the rules of fashion, three makes a trend -- and Mr. Piccioli, Mr. Van Noten and Ms. Burton were otherwise not really similar, in background or aesthetic. So what does it say, exactly, that three designers most known for their humanity are no longer in fashion?



What does humanity in this context even mean?



It's a strange thing to call out as special in an industry in which products are (at least theoretically) made by humans, for humans, but think of it as a sort of fashion version of renaissance humanism. One marked by a certain generosity of spirit that infused everything these designers did, from the clothes they designed to the way they conducted business; a sense that they cared not just for what they made but also the emotional inner lives of people who wore it. And those who helped to make it. That they understood they were standing on the shoulders of the giants who had come before and the many who made their work possible. That they had a responsibility for and to them.




Love in the air: the Alexander McQueen spring 2017 show featured symbolic wedding rugs from the Shetland Isles on the runway.




Ms. Burton, for example, took on McQueen in a period of extreme trauma, when conventional wisdom said that the house should be shuttered; that no one could step into the shoes of Mr. McQueen and that no one should even try.



She not only held the atelier and staff together but continued Mr. McQueen's legacy of extraordinary creativity and wild imagination, and injected a note of gentleness and grace, tempering the fury with kindness. She collaborated with mills and craftspeople across the United Kingdom, using her show notes to give them credit. She also featured an array of bodies on her runway long before size inclusivity became a fashion issue.



Not to mention becoming, effectively, the closest thing to an in-house couturier that Catherine, Princess of Wales, has had. Ms. Burton made not only her wedding dress but, most recently, her 
coronation gown
 and that of her daughter, Princess Charlotte, helping give modern expression to historical pageantry.



When Mr. Van Noten 
was given a retrospective
 at the Musee des Arts Decoratifs in 2014, he used the opportunity not to create a celebration of himself but rather to share the spotlight with the people and works that had inspired him, including the Indian embroiderers with whom he had worked for decades. Likewise, for his 
100th show
 in 2017, rather than throw a big party in his honor, he used his budget to fly in assorted models who had walked in his shows so they could share the moment. When he sold his brand to Puig in 2018, he said it was as much to 
ensure the continued employment
 of everyone who worked there as it was to create a retirement fund.




Another view of the Valentino show on the Spanish Steps, in which models were allowed to choose their own footwear.




And Mr. Piccioli made a tradition of bringing his couture atelier out on the runway with him to take their bow after every show. He named his couture dresses after the women and men who made them (and sometimes empowered those women and men to name them in turn). In 2019, he reimagined Cecil Beaton's famous photograph of society women in Charles James ball gowns with only Black models and made that the basis of his show.



In 2022, when he unveiled his couture on the Spanish Steps, worn smooth over the centuries and famously slippery, he offered every model a choice among flat shoes, platforms and heels. He eschewed "diversity," which he saw as an industry buzz word, in favor of "individuality."



It's not that Mr. Piccioli and company didn't believe in the bottom line. But they believed that business and beauty and creativity and functionality were of equal value, and could coexist, and they infused everything they did with that belief system. It's weird to say you could see it in a skirt, but you could -- in the generosity of the folds, the ease of access. In a world that loves a dictator, self-care and customer autonomy were part of what they were selling.



Whether in the end they were fired or simply agreed to disagree with their employers (and at least in Mr. Van Noten's case, he seems to have been planning his departure for a while), it is clear that each of these designers sensed that the currents of fashion were not moving in their direction. Emotion and sentimentality is out; cool and meme-able is in. Rather than compromise, they departed. They will be fine.



But they leave a hole behind. On Monday Mr. Piccioli 
posted a farewell photograph
 of his staff, all wearing black T-shirts reading "Thank you PP" and gathered under a sign with a Pasolini quote that read (in Italian), "We don't want to be so suddenly without dreams."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/26/style/valentino-dries-van-noten-humanity-fashion.html
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They Failed in Their Quests to Buy Birkin Bags. So They Sued.



But fans of the famed Hermes accessory say that the exclusivity is the whole point.




That obscure object of desire ...




By Jacob Bernstein


Mar 21, 2024


If you want to buy a 
Birkin bag
, the piece de resistance from the French luxury retailer Hermes, you should know that you probably can't.



Vogue delivered this tough-love message to readers in 
a recent article
 that described the quest for an Hermes bag as "daunting." The magazine cautioned that customers "might wait months or years for the right style to become available" and further dashed hopes by noting that "waiting lists at Hermes stores no longer exist."



The exclusivity of the item is very much part of its appeal -- but a pair of California residents who have struck out in their attempts to buy the bags have decided that enough is enough.



On Tuesday, the two shoppers in question, Tina Cavalleri and Mark Glinoga, 
filed a proposed class action lawsuit
 against Hermes in San Francisco. In the complaint, they accuse the company of holding back the coveted bag for all but the highest-spending customers, a practice that, the plaintiffs argue, violates antitrust law.



Hermes did not reply to requests for comment.



Ms. Cavalleri, who is identified in the lawsuit as a California resident, is already the owner of at least one Birkin bag, according to the legal complaint. But she was thwarted in her attempt to buy a second.



The lawsuit says that Ms. Cavalleri "has spent tens of thousands of dollars at Hermes, and had been coerced into purchasing" other Hermes items, described as "ancillary products," before she was given a chance to buy a Birkin bag.



Mr. Glinoga, who is also identified as a California resident, had no luck when he tried to buy a Birkin bag, the suit says. An Hermes sales associate instructed him "to purchase other items and accessories" at the store before he would be considered as a potential customer for the much sought-after item, according to the suit.



Hermes introduced the bag in 1984. It is named after 
Jane Birkin
, the late French film star, singer and muse, who supplied the idea of its general design to the Hermes chief executive 
Jean-Louis Dumas
 while seated beside him on an Air France flight. In the origin story, she is said to have sketched her idea on a paper emesis bag.



The process of creating a Birkin, as the handbag is known among connoisseurs, takes a reported 18 to 20 hours and is said to be completed by a single craftsperson. Hermes does not disclose how many it produces annually.



A new one retails for upward of $10,000; vintage examples have fetched as much as $450,000 at auction. Another popular Hermes bag, the Kelly, is named after the film star (and Princess of Monaco) Grace Kelly.



At the heart of the lawsuit is the practice of "tying" -- that is, the selling of a certain item to customers on the condition that they buy another product from the same business.



"The law says it's illegal," Shaun Setareh, a lawyer involved in the suit on behalf of the two plaintiffs, said. "They're preconditioning buying other products -- scarves, belts, shoes, perfume, jewelry -- before they give you the opportunity to buy a Birkin or a Kelly."



Douglas Hand, a lawyer in New York who works with fashion brands including Stella McCartney and Rag & Bone, said in a phone interview that the definition of "tying" was somewhat amorphous, and that the law allowed some room for goods to be sold in a bundle.



A judge, he said, is also more likely to rule that a sales practice violates the law when the item in question can be deemed a necessity. An example might include a drug company that predicates access to lifesaving medication only to those who buy it along with other products.



"There's not as many reasons for why every consumer needs access to a Birkin bag or any specific luxury item," Mr. Hand continued. "What the consumer wants out of that is access to class, access to exclusivity and access to a club that you gain entry into."



Nevertheless, he acknowledged that the distinction between bundling and illegal tying could be tricky to parse.



"That's why the outcome will be very, very important to Rolex, Porsche and every luxury brand that has predicated access to the most exclusive items on purchasing less exclusive, unrelated items," Mr. Hand said.



After all, so much of the demand for luxury goods -- whether it is a Ferrari SF90 or a Rolex Cosmograph Daytona -- results from their being in short supply.



"It makes the shopping experience exciting and alluring," said Jacek Kozubek, a luxury watch dealer, whose site, Tropical Watch, is devoted largely to vintage Rolexes.



During the pandemic, Mr. Kozubek decided that he wanted to get a Birkin for his wife.



"I spent $60,000 on stuff at Hermes before I could get one," he said, listing purchases that included shoes, scarves and home goods.



Toward the end of his spree, Mr. Kozubek said he went into the Hermes store on Grant Avenue in San Francisco and heard his salesperson utter the magic words: "Would you like to see a Birkin?"



Moments later, he found himself in a private room, nodding approvingly at a midsize Birkin in classic black with gold hardware. He said that he had walked away from the store with the belief that his previous purchases had helped him obtain the grand prize.



Unlike the plaintiffs in the suit, Mr. Kozubek said that he believed there was nothing untoward about how the sale had come about, given that Birkins trade on the secondary market at far above their list prices.



"Hermes is keeping the prices low compared to the market value," he said, "so when they allocate a bag, they want to give it to someone who loves it and supports them."



"You don't get the coolest things in the world right away," Mr. Kozubek continued. "If a Birkin was super accessible, there would be no demand for them. If you could just buy it, it wouldn't be fun. No one would care. No one would want them."



So the thing that makes a Birkin a Birkin is the fact that most people can't get one?



"Hell, yeah!" he said, inserting a coarser descriptive.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/21/style/birkin-bag-hermes-lawsuit.html
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